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MPTOA  TACKLES  TRADE  PROBLEMSJIAY  4-5 

Red  Cross  Theater  Collections  Start  Today 


Approximately  13,000 
Exhibs.  Swing  Into  Week 
Of  Collection  Activities 


What  has  been  termed  the  most 
important  industry  campaign,  the 
theaters'  collection  for  the  Red 
Cross,  swings  into  action  today  as 
approximately  13,000  film  houses 
over  the  nation  begin  the  widely- 
heralded   "Red   Cross  Week." 

After  months  of  preparation  and 
ballyhoo,  exhibitors  are  ready  to 
double  any  previous  collection  effort. 

The  specially  prepared  posters 
and   banners,  as  well  as  the  official 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Absolves  Newsreels 
Of  Faking  War  Scenes 


uglon    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Spiking  recurrent 
rumors  of  the  past  few  days  that 
newsreels  are  about  to  be  pulled  up 
short,  investigated  or  exposed  for 
faking  battle  scenes,  Claude  R.  Col- 
lins. WAC  newsreel  co-ordinator, 
said  yesterday  that  he  had  found 
nothing  to  substantiate  the  reports. 

"I  don't  know  what  part  of  the 
mill    that    rumor    started    in,"    said 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Coe  to  Address  Detroit 
Optimist  Club  April  14 

Third  of  a  series  of  public  and 
trade  luncheons  at  which  Charles 
Francis  Coe  is  describing  the  war 
work  of  the  motion  picture  industry 
will  be  sponsored  by  The  Optimist 
Club  of  Detroit  on  April  14.    Affair 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


B  &  K  Gets  Extension 
For  Tele  Station 

Chicago  —  Balaban  &  Katz  has 
obtained  an  extension  to  May  1  on 
its  experimental  television  broadcast 
station,  W9XBT.  Application  of 
permanent  renewal  is  in  Washington 
for  action  and  this  extension  will 
provide  the  FCC  more  time  to  check 
the    application. 


SCRIPT  CLEARANCE  PLAN  OKAYED 

War  Department  and  OWI  to  Clear  Scripts  Simultaneously; 
System   Unaffected   by   Voluntary  Script  Plan 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Major  Gen.  Alex- 
ander Surles,  chief  of  the  Army's 
Bureau  of  Public  Relations,  has 
informed  Lowell  Mellett,  OWI  mo- 
tion picture  chief,  of  the  War  De- 
partment's complete  approval  of  the 
recent  suggestion  by  producers  that 
script  clearance  by  that  department 
and  OWI  be  carried  on  simultaneous- 
ly. This  arrangement,  Mellett  has 
pointed   out,   in  no  way   affects   the 


OWI  voluntary  script  clearance  plan 
insofar  as  it  operates  with  pictures 
which  do  not  require  military  clear- 
ance. 

A  "round-robin"  letter  with  47 
signatories  was  sent  Mellett  the 
middle  of  last  month,  outlining  pro- 
cedure whereby  scripts  and  com- 
pleted film  requiring  military  ap- 
proval will  be  submitted  separately 
to  both   OWI  and  the  War  Depart- 

(Continued  on    Page  5) 


Canadian  Distribs. 
Re-elect  0'Loghlin 


Toronto — J.  P.  O'Loghlin,  Canadian 
district  manager  for  20th  Century- 
Fox,  was  re-elected  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Distributors  Associa- 
tion and  L.  M.  Devaney.  RKO's 
general  manager  in  Canada,  was 
re-elected   vice-president   at  the   or- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Bomberg  Buys  Into  Mono. 
Southern  Exchanges 


Wesi    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Arthur  C.  Bromberg 
has  purchased  a  substantial  interest 
in  Monogram  Southern  Exchanges, 
Inc.,  operating  exchanges  in  Atlanta, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Labor-Management 
Com'tee  Assured 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  With  33  producers 
representing  the  Association  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Producers,  Society  of 
Independent  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers, and  Independent  Motion  Pic- 
ture   Producers    Association    giving 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Washington  State  Drops 
New  Amusement  Tax 


Olympia,  Wash. — The  Washington 
legislature  has  discarded  a  new 
proposed  amusement  tax  and  has 
tossed  the  issue  back  to  the  various 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Projectionists  Not  Essential 

Deferment  Up  to  Local  Boards,  I A  Execs.  Told 


Frank  Gillmore's  Last 
Rites;  Burial  Private 


Last  rites  for  Frank  Gillmore, 
president  emeritus  of  Actors  Equity, 
were  held  yesterday  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Transfigura- 
tion (Little  Church  Around  the  Cor- 
ner). The  interment  was  private. 
Gillmore,  75,  died  Monday  in  Roose- 
velt Hospital. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  — That  classification 
of  projectionists  for  military  avail- 
ability is  still  strictly  a  matter  for 
local  selective  service  boards  to  de- 
cide was  readily  apparent  yesterday, 
following  the  appearance  of  Louis 
Krouse  and  Frank  Murdock  of  the 
IATSE  before  the  advisory  commit- 
tee to  WMC  on  essential  classifica- 
tions.    The  union  officials  quite  def- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Board  to  Meet  in  New  York 
To  Talk  Self-Regulation 
And  Other  Industry  Issues 

Critical  problems  facing  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  will  receive  the 
attention  of  the  MPTOA  board  of 
directors  on  May  4-5  when  the  body 
convenes  for  its  annual  session  in 
New  York  City.  Described  as  a 
national  wartime  conference,  the 
sessions  will  be  beamed  toward  the 
development  of  a  constructive  pro- 
gram to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
MPTOA  members. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  president,  pointed 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Kuykendall  Assails 
Releasing  Policies 


The  uncertain  releasing  policies 
of  the  companies  have  created  a 
sellers'  market  which,  partly  at  least, 
accounts  for  soaring  film  prices,  Ed 
Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  con- 
tends in  a  current  bulletin. 

"It's  no  hardship,"  he  writes,  "on 
key   run   theaters    or    in    war   plant 

(Continued   on   Page    8) 

Carbon  Drippings  Show 
97.6%  Copper  Content 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 
Washington,  D.  C. — The  high  cop- 
per content  of  drippings  and  strip- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"f  t9s  Up  To  You" 

Has  Big  Premiere 

Government  officials  and  industry 
leaders  added  lustre  to  last  night's 
colorful  world  bow  of  the  film-and- 
flesh  production,  "It's  Up  To  You," 
in  the  Skouras  Academy  of  Music. 
Dramatizing  Uncle  Sam's  food  ra- 
tioning program,  the  opus,  conceived 
by  George  P.  Skouras  and  presented 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  U.  S. 
Dept.  of  Agriculture,  was  enthusias- 
tically received  by  a  capacity  throng 
that  caused  the  SRO  sign  to  go  up 
early.  For  color  story  of  the  event, 
see  "Along  the  Rialto"  on  Page  4  of 
today's  issue. 


YOUR  AUDIENCE  COLLECTION  AT  EVERY  SHOW  WILL  PUT  THE  RED  CROSS  DRIVE  OVER 
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Mme.  Chiang  Kai-Shek 
Praises  Film  Industry 


MERLE  08ER0N   is  New  York-bound  from  the 
Coast  on  a  brief  trip. 
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ico, D.  F. 


RED   SKELTON    is   at    the   Warwick    from    the 


SUSAN   HAYWARD  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

RALPH  B'ETTINSON,  former  Pathe  (London) 
representative  at  the  Monogram  studios,  is  on 
his  way  to  Astoria  to  report  to  the  Signal  Corps, 
having  completed  his  basic  Army  training  in 
California. 

BERNARD  B.  KREISLER,  Universal  shorts  and 
newsreel  manager,  leaves  New  York  today  for 
Atlanta  and   New  Orleans. 

SAM  KESTEN'BAUM  of  the  PRC  home  office 
publicity  department  returns  to  New  York  today 
from    Rochester. 

PAT  O'BRIEN  left  New  York  for  the  Coast 
yesterday  after  an  eight  weeks'  tour  of  Army 
camps   overseas. 


R.  M.  SAVIN1,  head  of  Astor  Pictures,  is  ex- 
pected back  from  Detroit  today. 

JACQUES  KOPFSTEIN  of  Astor  Pictures  is  on 
a   tour  of   East  and  South. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  general  sales  manager  of 
Warner  Bros.,  and  JULES  LAPIDUS,  Eastern 
division  sales  manager  of  the  company,  were 
in  Boston  yesterday  conferring  with  Norman 
Ayers,  Eastern  district  manager,  and  George 
W.    Horan,    Boston    branch    manager. 

IBETTE  DAVIS  ends  her  Mexican  vacation 
tomorrow,  heading  for  her  farm  at  Sugar  Hill, 
N.    H. 

LT.  COL.  DAVID  MacDONALD,  who  pro- 
duced "Desert  Victory,"  record  of  the  British 
Eighth  Army's  campaign  in  Africa,  leaves  Sun- 
day for  Hollywood  to  attend  the  Western 
premiere    of    the    film. 

MICHAEL  O'SHEA,  the  actor,  gets  into  town 
from    Hollywood    today. 


West    Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Speaking  at  the  wel- 
coming ceremonies  at  the  Los  An- 
geles City  Hall,  Madam  Chiang  Kai- 
Shek  said:  "The  motion  picture  in- 
dustry of  Hollywood  brings  the  whole 
world  closer  together  and  is  a  great 
factor  in  upholding  the  morale 
the  Army  and  the  people  to  continue 
our  fight  to  victory." 


SOPEG's  Unfair  Labor 
Charges  vs.  IA  Dismissed 


FINANCIAL 


{Wednesday,  Mar.  31) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 15%     15%     15%  +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)  16i/4     15%     16       +     1/4 

Columbia    Picts.     pfd 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    14%     14V2     H%  +     Vi 

East.    Kodak    162Vi  161        161       —1 

do     pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 20         19%     20         

Loew's,  Inc 56%     56 1/4     56%  —     % 

Paramount    24%     24 1/4     24)/2  —     1/2 

Para.  1   pf.  called   M.170       170       170      —3 

RKO     7%       73/8       73/8  —     % 

RKO     ?6     pfd 81         86%     81        +     Vz 

20th     Century-Fox     .    19%     18%     19l/4  +     Vs 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30        30        30         

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner     Bros 13         12%     12%—     % 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK  BOND    MARKET 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56. 104%  104%  104%      

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

1023/g  102%  1023/8   +     3/8 
NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    . . .     2%       2%       2%     

Radio-Keith     cvs.     ..      1%       1%       U/4  +     % 

Sonotone   Corp 33/8       314       3%  —     % 

Technicolor      11  10%     10%     

Trans-Lux     2%       23/4       2%   +     % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.   17%     17         17%     

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 67%     703/8 

Columbia  Elevates 
Doran  to  Producer 


The  regional  NLRB  yesterday  dis- 
missed unfair  labor  charges  filed  by 
the  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  UOPWA, 
against  Paramount  and  the  IATSE 
as  the  outcome  of  the  white-collar 
collective-bargaining  election  which 
was  held  at  Paramount  and  its  music 
subsidiaries  last  November.  The 
board  refused  to  issue  a  complaint. 

The  charges,  which  were  filed  on 
Nov.  30,  were  based  on  the  results  of 
polling  at  Paramount  News  and  the 
company's  exchange,  which  were  the 
only  units  which  failed  to  vote  in 
favor  of  SOPEG  as  bargaining  agent. 
SOPEG  alleged  violation  of  the 
Wagner  Act,  asserting  that  intimida- 
tion and  coercion  had  been  resorted 
to  by  the  IA  in  co-operation  with 
the   company. 

The  board  also  turned  down  a  peti- 
tion filed  by  SOPEG,  Local  113, 
Newark,  for  certification  as  bargain- 
ing agent  for  front-of-the-theater 
employes  at  the  Warner  houses  in 
New  jersey. 


Body  of  Sam  Shurman  to 
St.  Louis  for  Burial 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  After  four  years  as 
Columbia  story  and  screen  editor,  D. 
A.  Doran  was  elevated  to  a  produc- 
er's berth  and  made  assistant  to  Sid- 
ney Buchman,  vice  -  president  in 
charge  of  production.  He  will  pro- 
duce at  least  two  pictures  a  year 
for  Columbia. 


Milwaukee — Final  rites  for  Sam 
Shurman,  M-G-M  branch  manager 
here  who  died  Monday,  were  held 
yesterday  at  the  Feerick  Funeral 
Home.  Following  the  services,  the 
body  was  shipped  to  St.  Louis  for 
burial  tomorrow. 

Shurman,  who  was  53,  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  Mary  Stockman  Shur- 
man, a  son,  Jack,  and  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lenore  Woolf.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran of  the  first  World  War  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion, 
Cudworth  Post.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  also  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  local  Film  Board  of 
Trade. 


Gala  Ceremony  Ushers  In 
"Corregidor"  Premiere 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  — With  Mayor 
Samuel  Dicker  of  Rochester,  civic 
organizations,  Red  Cross  nurses 
and  aides,  Legionnaires,  WAAC's, 
WAVE's,  Army  and  Navy  Union  of 
the  U.S.A.,  D.A.V.,  V.F.W.,  Roch- 
ester detachment  of  the  Marine 
League,  and  a  fife  and  drum  corps 
of  the  Memorial  Post  participating, 
the  world  premiere  of  "Corregidor," 
the  PRC  war-drama  special,  was 
held  at  the  Century  Theater  last 
night. 

A  parade  which  formed  six  blocks 
from  the  theater  and  marched  down 
the  main  street,  stopping  in  front 
of  the  theater  to  receive  greetings 
from  Mayor  Dicker,  was  the  prelude 
to  the  opening.  In  front  of  the 
Century  a  broadcast  was  held, 
Station  WSAY  interviewing  civic 
leaders  and  officials  of  the  organiza- 
tions who  were  guests  of  the  the- 
ater. 

Joseph  P.  Lippincott,  senior  field 
director  of  the  American  Red  Cross, 
just  returned  from  Great  Britain, 
was  the  guest  speaker  of  the  eve- 
ning, the  publicity  director  of  the 
Red  Cross  acting  as  master  of  cere- 
monies. 


Spitz  &  Adcock  Dissolve; 
New  Partners  in  Law  Firm 


Van  Johnson  Injured 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Van  Johnson,  who  has 
an  important  role  in  "A  Guy  Named 
Joe,"  co-starring  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Irene  Dunne,  was  critically  injured 
in  an  auto  accident  yesterday. 


Chicago — Spitz  &  Adcock,  film^  at- 
torneys, has  dissolved  the  organiza- 
tion owing  to  Leo  Spitz  making  his 
future  home  in  California.  The  new 
firm  is  Adcock,  Fink  &  Day,  consist- 
ing of  Edmond  Adcock,  Eli  Fink  and 
John  Day.  Arthur  Goldberg  retires, 
and  is  joining  Balaban  &  Katz,  as 
assistant  to  John  Balaban.  W.  J. 
McCormick  retires  to  open  his  own 
law  office. 


Charles  Packeritz  Dies 

Spokane — Charles  Packeritz,  71, 
veteran  retired  theater  owner,  and  25 
years  ago  owner-operator  of  the  old 
Empress  Theater,  died  in  his  home. 
He  had  been  a  resident  of  Spokane 
for  some  50  years. 
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Cabin  in  the   Sky- 
has  hit   a  new  high 

(3rd  big  Dallas  Weekl  And  sky-high  everywhere!) 

Keeper  of  the  Flame 
has  done   the  very  same 

(3rd  week  as  Radio  City  Music  Hall  goes  M-G-M  again!) 

Human  Comedy  is   the  master 
of  Broadway's   famous  Astor 

(5th  week!  You'll  soon  be  enjoyin'  Saroyan) 

film  row's   steady  payer 
is  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

(held  over  for  the  igth  year  by  its  friendly  customers) 


And  be  alive  for  the  Red  Cross  Drive ! 
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No  Essentiality 
For  Projectionists 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

initely  failed  in  their  attempt  to 
obtain  an  essential  classification  for 
projectionists,  but  their  reception  by 
the  committee  was  not  unfriendly. 
The  committee  will  definitely 
not  recommend  an  essential  listing 
for  projectionists  as  long  as  motion 
picture  exhibition,  the  activity  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  is  not  held 
essential.  The  IATSE  representa- 
tives left  after  the  hour-long  session 
feeling  considerably  encouraged. 

They  felt  they  had  received  suffi- 
cient consideration  so  that  they  can 
tell  local  boards  the  industry  is  suffi- 
ciently important  to  merit  deferment 
for  projectionists  if  their  induction 
would  mean  the  closing  of  a  theater 
— particularly  in  small  towns  where 
there  are  few  theaters  or  only  one. 

The  committee  was  appreciative  of  the 
morale  value  of  motion  picture  exhibitions, 
said  Calvin  Core,  former  WMC  consultant, 
who    accompanied    them    to    the    hearing. 

The  union  leaders  built  their  case  around 
the  morale  value  of  the  work  done  by  the- 
aters, their  direct  aid  to  the  war  effort  and 
the  extreme  difficulty  in  replacing  projec- 
tionists. They  presented  also  for  considera- 
tion the  projectionist  licensing  requirements 
of  several  states,  indicating  how  difficult  it 
is  to  replace  skilled  projectionists.  They 
quoted  Richard  Ford,  British  theater  owner, 
who  has  stated  that  replacement  of  drafted 
projectionists  by  women  has  proved  to  be 
completely     unsatisfactory. 

One  member  of  the  party  which  appeared 
to  present  the  case  said  later  that  he  felt 
the  status  of  the  industry  regarding  "work 
or  fight"  orders  had  been  clearly  indicated. 
Although  workers  in  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition, he  said,  are  eligible  for  the  draft, 
they  will  not  be  called  upon  to  leave  their 
theater  jobs  in  order  to  go  to  work  in  war 
plants  or  in  food  production. 

The  group  was  also  assured  that  it  has 
nothing  to  fear  now  about  projectionists 
over  38. 

While  there  was  some  discussion  of  a  let- 
ter from  Washington  which  could  be  used 
with  local  draft  boards,  urging  extremely 
careful  consideration  in  classifying  projection- 
ists when  replacement  is  difficult,  it  is  doubt- 
ful that  such  a  letter  will  be  forthcoming. 
A  WMC  official,  who  had  been  at  the  hear- 
ing, said  later  that  he  definitely  does  not 
expect  to  see  any  such  letter  issued.  A 
letter  was  sent  Krouse  two  or  three  weeks 
ago,  he  added,  explaining  that  projectionists 
were  not  to  be  considered  as  automatically 
1-A  as  of  today,  because  their  work  was  not 
on  the  non-deferable  list.  The  letter  urged 
them  to  remain  on  their  jobs.  He  said,  how- 
ever, that  all  decisions  on  classification  are 
strictly   up    to   the   local   boards. 


APRIL  1 
Wallace  Beery  Dorothy  Revier 

Charles  McCarthy  Leon  Janney 

Harry  Green 


U.  S.  Also  Means  Useful  Skouras: 

•  •  •  LAST  night  a  brilliant  patriotic  idea,  conceived  by  George 
P.  Skouras,  became  a  reality  as  there  unfolded  in  the  3,515-seat 
Academy  of  Music  here  the  world  premiere  of  "It's  Up  To  You,"  a  time- 
ly, informative  and  dramatic  food  show  written  by  Arthur  Arent  and 
presented  by  Skouras  Theaters,  the  American  Theater  Wing,  and  the 
food  industries,  in  co-operation  with  the  Food  Distribution  Administration 

of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture No  production  could  have 

more  timeliness  and  consequence  than  this,  what  with  its  vital  message 
that  Victory  Begins  At  Home,  right  on  the  domestic  front, — a  conviction 
advanced  by  George  Skouras  ever  since  America's  involvement  in  the 
current  global  struggle Today,  his  contention  is  strikingly  sub- 
stantiated, and,  with  the  nation  in  pressing  need  of  education  and  in- 
spiration to  back  up  our  fighting  men  and  those  of  our  Allies  with  whole- 
hearted  conservation   of   foodstuffs    so    that    they    can    effectively   carry 

on  the  good  fight,  "It's  Up  To  You"  shows  the  way Not  only  is 

this  show  an  immense  functional  aid  to  the  war  effort,  but,  in  its  own 
right,  is  unique  entertainment  imparted  by  the  ingenious  use  of  the 
screen,  hand  in  hand  with  flesh  players  and  the  technique  of  the  legiti- 
mate stage www 


•  •  •  BY  no  means  was  the  inspiration  of  last  night's  premiere 
performance  confined  to  the  happenings  on  stage,  for  the  audience 
itself  was  inspiring,  representing  the  great  melting  pot  that  is  America 

There  was  no  admission  fee  asked  or  expected Folks  from 

all  walks  of  life,  from  important  Government  officials  to  plain  John  Q. 
Public,  the  wife  and  kids,  jammed  the  auditorium,  far  in  excess  of  its 

seating  capacity The  many  unable  to  gain  admittance  will  not  be 

without  opportunities  to  witness  the  show,  for  other  performances 
ivill  be  held  between  now  and  April  13  in  other  Skouras  theaters  with- 
in the  Greater  New  York  Area,  after  which  "It's  Up  To  You"  will  go 
on  nation-wide  tour 

▼  TV 

•  •      •      EACH    of    the    six    scenes    packs    uncommon    interest 

They  are:  "Dig,  Farmer,  Dig!";  "Rationing";  "Plain  Men  In  Dirty  Over- 
alls"; "Black  Market"  with  its  ballet  depicting  "Porterhouse  Lucy";   "We 

Can    Take   It!"   and   "Waste"; Cast    members    include    John    Berry, 

George  Spaulding,  Richard  Beckhard,  James  Dobson,  Percy  Helton,  Dulcie 
Cooper,  Louise  Larabee,  Hilda  Vaughn,  Lester  Lonergan,  Jr.,  Dorrit  Kel- 
ton,  Richard  C.  Hart,  Louisa  Horton,  Edward  Nannary,  Ralph  Bell,  John 
Huntington,  Clyde  Waddell,  Anna  Minot,  Guy  Spaul,  Farrell  Pelly,  David 
Tyrrell,  Walter  Palm,  John  McKee,  Wendell  Corey,  and  Paula  Bauersmith 

EHsa  Kazan  directed  the  production;  projections,  by  Howard  Bey; 

lighting,  Moe  Hack,  costumes,  Peggy  Clark;  music.  Earl  Robinson;  lyrics, 
Lewis  Allan,  Alfred  Hayes  and  Hi  Zaret,  with  the  number  "Plain  Men  In 
Dirty  Overalls"  by  Woody  Guthrie;  motion  picture  directed  by  Henwar 
Radakiewicz;  photography,  Paul  Strand;  editor  and  production  commit- 
tee for  the  American  Theater  Wing  comprises  Kermit  Bloomgarden,  Paul 
Dullzell,   Vera  Allen,   Solly   Pernick,   Murray    Seaman,   William   Feinberg 

and   Oliver   Sayler In   charge    of    production    for    Skouras    Theaters 

is  Nick  John  Matsoukas,  Harry  Alexander  Fuchs,  Harold  Janecky;  for 
American  Theater  Wing,  Kermit   Bloomgarden;    and   for   the   U.   S.  Dept. 

of  Agriculture,  Ben  James They  all  deserve   a  deep  bow  for  their 

valuable  and  capable  work Prominent  at  the  premiere  performance 

was  a  large  contingent  of  filmland  big-wigs  to  enjoy  and  applaud  the 
show,  as  well  as  to  pay  homage  to  George  Skouras  for  his  constant  con- 
tributions to  Victory. ..... 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Canadian  Distribs. 
Re-elect  O'Loghlin 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ganization's     annual    meeting    here 
yesterday. 

The  meeting  brought  no  startling 
developments,  although  some  con- 
cern was  expressed  over  theat' 
needs  in  territory  adjacent  to  i 
recently  completed  Alcan  highway 
from  Edmonton  to  Alaska.  A  boon 
population  is  springing  up  alonj 
the  highway,  it  was  said,  but  wai 
regulations  prevent  the  building  o: 
new  theaters. 

It  was  stated  that  distributor: 
here  are  not  worried  over  the  supply 
of  pictures  for  Canadian  theater: 
next  season,  although  Federal  trad' 
control  officials  had  queried  regard 
ing  possible  shortages  and  their  ef 
feet  on  rental  agreements. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper  remains  a 
chairman  of  the  board  and  Ed  Well 
as  secretary.  H.  A.  Kaufman  o 
Canadian  Monogram,  which  wa" 
given  full  membership  status,  wa 
added  recently  to  the  board. 

William  Redpath  of  General  Film 
has  been  made  president  of  the  nev 
16mm.  Motion  Picture  Distributoi 
Association  which  is  affiliated  witj 
the  MPDA.  Directors  of  the  ne^ 
trade  regulating  body  are  Osca 
Hanson  and  Walter  J.  Kennedy. 

Washington  State  Drops 
New  Amusement  Tax 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cities  in  the  state  for  local  actio 
The  present  state  tax  has  been  re 
pealed,  effective  April  30. 

Seattle  is  among  the  first  citi 
to  reconsider  the  matter  of  s 
amusement  levy.  Finance  Chairm 
Dave  Levine  of  the  City  Couni 
has  introduced  an  ordinance  esta 
lishing  a  tax  on  theaters,  spor; 
events  and  other  amusements  f< 
which  an  admission  is  charged.  T 
proposal  is  for  one  cent  on  ea 
20-cent  admission. 

It  is   feared   that  the   added   t 
if  passed,  will  spell  the  end  of  se 
eral  suburban  theaters. 

Pullman,  Wash.,  is  considering 
amusement  tax  on  all  types 
amusements   within  the   city   limil 


Milt  Krueger  Recovering 

Indianapolis — Milton  Krueger,  I 
salesman,  is  recuperating  at  t1 
Methodist  Hospital  here,  after  a  nt 
vous  attack. 


STORKS 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.  —  Sally  A 
Gould  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D 
Gould,  Jr.,  of  the  Bowie  Theater. 

Chicago — Richard  Beck  of  Wan 
Bros,  theaters  is  the  father  of 
seven  pound  baby  girl,  named  Bon  | 
Marie. 


The    cigars    are    on    Jules    Fo 
stein — it's  a  boy. 


mrsday,  April  1,  1943 


Ws? 


abor-Management 
om'lee  Assured 
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lanimous    approval    to    the    labor- 
anagement  committee  idea,  forma- 

'  ion   of  such   a   committee   was    as- 
i  red. 
Aoducers  will  be  represented  by 

I  V  or  six  representatives  and  lab- 
■  by  a  like  number.  In  explaining 
le  objective  of  a  labor-management 

-  >mmittee  at  the  producers  meeting, 
'illiam  Hopkins,  regional  director 
:  the  War  Manpower  Commission, 
lid  its  primary  object  was  "utiliza- 
on  of  manpower  in  getting  this 
ar  won." 

The  pioducers  have  named  as  their 
?presentatives,  Leon  Fromkess, 
Dhn  C.  Flinn,  B.  B.  Kahane,  Charles 
oren,  Fred  Pelton  and  Marvin  Ezell; 
ith  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Edward  J. 
Cannix,  R.  E.  Young,  Anthony 
'Rourke,  E.  H.  Goldstein  and  Wil- 
li m  Walsh  as  alternates. 

ligh  Water  Closes  Theater 

Westpoint,  Ky.  —  The  Westpoint 
ere,  operated  by  S.  J.  Brown,  has 
losed  because  of  high  water. 


E.  iff.  Loew  Installs 
4  Femme  Managers 

Boston,  Women  managers  in  four 
of  his  largest  operations  have  been 
installed  by  E.  M.  Loew,  head  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit.  Women  will  here- 
after manage  the  National,  3,000- 
seater  in  Boston;  the  Dorchester  in 
Dorchester;  the  Beverly  in  the  town 
of  that  name,  and  the  Strand  in 
Worcester. 


McMahon  Forms  Theater 
Service  Co.,  Milwaukee 


Milwaukee — J.  J.  McMahon,  for- 
merly with  M-G-M  here  as  booker, 
salesman  and  office  manager,  has 
formed  the  Motion  Picture  Service 
Co.,  which,  according  to  McMahon, 
represents  independent  theaters  "as 
individuals." 

Currently  represented  by  Mc- 
Mahon are  the  Delft  and  Nordic 
Theaters,  Marquett,  Mich.,  the  Delft 
and  Michigan,  Escanaba,  Mich.; 
Delft,  Iron  River,  Mich.;  Delft, 
Munising,  Mich.,  and  the  Soo  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  operating  the  Soo,  Temple 
and  Colonial  Theaters  in  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Mich. 


Carbon  Drippings  Show 
97.6%  Copper  Content 
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pings  from  motion  picture  carbons 
was  established  last  week  in  tests 
conducted  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Standards  for  WPB.  A  97.6  per 
cent  copper  content  average  for  both 
drippings  and  strippings  was  report- 
ed by  the  testers. 

The  Bureau  reported  that  "the 
sample  of  arc  lamp  copper  drippings 
submitted  with  your  letter  of  March 
17,  is  composed  of  two  types  of 
material.  Seventy-eight  per  cent 
consisting  of  thin  narrow  strips  of 
copper  foil  and  22  per  cent  consist- 
ing of  partially  sintered  pellets  of 
dark  metal-like  appearance.  The 
copper  contents  of  these  average 
92  per  cent  for  the  pellets  and  99.2 
per  cent  for  the  foil,  or  97.6  per  cent 
of  copper  in  the  sample  as  a  whole." 


"Flame"  is  Hot 

"Keeper  of  the  Flame"  is  out- 
grossing  "The  Philadelphia  Story" 
and  "Woman  of  the  Year"  in  its 
first  66  engagements  throughout  the 
country,  M-G-M  reported  yesterday. 
The  attraction  is  averaging  184  per 
cent  of  normal  business. 


Script  Clearance 
Plan  is  Approved 
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ment.  This  arrangement  will  super- 
sede the  present  practice,  where 
scripts  submitted  for  War  Depart- 
ment clearance  are  not  cleared  with- 
out War  Department  consultation 
with   OWL 

"The  effect  of  this  arrangement," 
said  the  letter,  "will  be  to  avoid  any 
implication  that  OWI  is  directing 
or  exercising  directly  or  indirectly 
any  powers  of  censorship,  while 
affording  OWI  access  to  the  same 
information  as  the  War  Department 
receives  and  at  the  same  time  it 
receives  it,  so  that  effective  use 
may  be  made  by  the  producers  of 
the   advisory  facilities   of  OWI." 


New  Boston  Magazine 

Boston — The  Bostonian,  new  so- 
ciety and  amusement  magazine,  on 
slick  paper  with  attractive  cuts  and 
photographs,  has  made  its  appear- 
ance. Publisher-editor  is  Ed  Leader, 
formerly  with  amusement  depart- 
ment of  the  now  defunct  Boston 
Evening  Transcript. 


THE  BOXOFFICE  POWER  OF  THREE  NAME  BANDS-Motion  Picture  Daily 
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JOHN  CARROLL  •  SUSAN  HAYWARD  in 

with  GAIL  PATRICK  •  EVE  ARDEN  •  Melville  COOPER  •  Waiter  CATLETT 

Mary  TREEN  and  Jack  WILLIAMS,  The  Harlem  Sandman .  Dorothy  DANDRIDGE -POPS  and  LOUIE -The  MUSIC  MAIDS -The  THREE  CHEERS -THINITA^The 

GOLDEN  GATE  QUARTETTE  and  FREDDY  MARTIN  AND  HIS  ORCHESTRA- COUNT  BASIE  And  His  Orchestra- RAY  McKINLEY  And  His  Orchestra 

ALBERT  S.  ROGELL— Director    •  Original  Screen  Play  by  Frank  Gill.  Jr.   •   Additional  Dialogue  by  Frances  Hyland     •      A        RFPURIIC       PICTURE 
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May  Consolidate 
Army's  Production 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Consolidation  of  all 
Army  film  production  units  under 
the  direction  of  the  special  services 
division  of  the  Service  of  Supply  is 
under  consideration  now,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  Earlier  reports 
that  the  Budget  Bureau  was  about 
to  insist  upon  consolidation  failed 
to  stand  up.  The  bureau  had  casual- 
ly looked  into  the  matter,  then  de- 
cided to  abandon  it. 

The  new  consolidation  project  has 
been  under  discussion  for  some  time, 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  it 
to  go  through  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. 


Wash.  Press  Club  Sees 
"Fala"  Short  Tonight 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — According  to  invita- 
tions received  by  Washington  digni- 
taries and  news  correspondents,  the 
National  Press  Club  tonight  will 
stage  a  special  preview  of  a  motion 
picture  featuring  President  Roose- 
velt's   Scottie,    Fala. 

Heralding  the  event  as  "a  dog- 
gone doggy  occasion,"  the  Press 
Club  announces  this  as  the  film's 
first  showing  outside  the  White 
House  itself.  The  announcement 
also  states  that  the  film  was  pro- 
duced by  M-G-M  as  a  Pete  Smith 
short,  with  Fala  enacting  a  sort 
of  "His  Day"  behind  the  scenes 
in  the  White  House. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


Toledo,  0.— Mrs.  Mabel  Strehlau, 
for  many  years  cashier  at  Loew's 
Valentine  and  later  associated  with 
the  Esquire  as  assistant  manager, 
before  the  latter  was  leased  to 
Loew's,  has  been  named  manager  of 
the  Stratford,  new  nabe  which  will 
open  March  19  in  an  auditorium 
leased  from  the  Toledo  Zoological 
Park  by  Jack  O'Connell,  head  of 
Community  Theaters,  Inc.  O'Con- 
nell also  operates  the  Loop,  down- 
town subsequent-run  house,  and 
Ohio,  large  neighborhood  house. 


Warsaw,  N.  C. — Mrs.  Finn  Lee, 
wife  of  the  owner  of  the  Duplin  the- 
ater here,  has  taken  over  the  man- 
agement of  the  Duplin  upon  her 
husband's  joining  the  Marines. 


Salem,  Ore. — Lowry  Space;  is  now 
house  manager  at  the  Grand  Theater. 

Jessie  Worthington,  now  super- 
vises operation  of  both  the  State  and 
Liberty  Theaters  in  Salem. 


Ft.  Meade,  Fla. — Another  woman 
is  added  to  the  rapidly  growing  list 
of  femme  managers  in  Florida  the- 
aters. She  is  Mrs.  J.  E.  Blackburn 
and  she  takes  over  the  management 
of  the  Fox  Theater. 


Urge  Use  of  3  "Point  Pattern 

Exhibs.  Reported  Prepared  to  Double  Efforts. 
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while  the  meeting  will  be  entirely 
Red  Cross  display  material,  are 
visible  on  the  marquees  and  in  the 
lobbies  of  theaters  from  coast  to 
coast.  Representatives  of  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  Red  Cross,  in 
uniform,  along  with  ladies  of  the 
AWVS    and     similar    organizations 


fjoJ& 


f" 


have  received  their   assignments   as 
collectors. 

In  response  to  Chairman  Barney 
Balaban's  wire  to  the  district  chair- 
men outlining  the  "three-point  pat- 
tern" of  handling  collections,  return 
telegrams  pledged  that  collections 
would  be  made  at  every  perform- 
ance, every  day,  that  each  theater 
would   have    enough   collectors,    and 


that  the  collections  would  be  "show- 
manized." 

District  chairmen  were  making  a 
final,  whirlwind  attempt  to  enlist 
the  aid  of  theaters  which,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  have  not  signed 
pledges.  On  the  basis  of  early  re- 
ports an  additional  quantity  of  ap- 
peal trailers  has  been  printed  and 
rushed  to  National  Screen  Service 
exchanges. 

Ilona  Massey,  screen  star  now 
appearing  in  the  "Ziegfeld  Follies," 
will  open  the  campaign  today,  along 
with  a  group  of  service  men,  by 
being  the  first  person  to  contribute 
to  New  York's  Capitol  Theater 
collection. 


RKO  Home  Office  First 
To  Win  A.R.C.  Citation 

The  RKO  home  office  is  the  first 
industry  organization  to  receive  the 
Red  Cross  "A.R.C.  Citation  of 
Patriotic  Performance"  for  the  1943 
War  Fund  Drive,  it  was  announced 
yesterday  by  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
president  of  the  company,  who  is 
also  chairman  of  the  motion  picture 
division  of  the  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
of  New  York  City. 

The  A.R.C.  Citation  is  awarded 
as  follows:  The  "A"  is  won  by  the 
company  having  subscribed  as  such. 
The  "R"  is  won  by  90  per  cent  or 
more  of  the  executive  and  depart- 
ment heads  having  subscribed.  The 
"C"  is  won  by  90  per  cent  or  more 
of  the  employes  having  subscribed. 

In  New  York  City  the  RKO  or- 
ganization, represented  by  RKO 
Radio  Pictures,  the  theater  company 
and  the  service  corporation,  more 
than  qualified  for  the  citation. 


"In  Which  We  Serve"  On 
Philip  Morris  Playhouse 


United  Artists-Noel  Coward  screen 
production  "In  Which  We  Serve" 
will  be  dramatized  by  the  Philip 
Morris  Playhouse  on  Friday  at  9 
p.m.  over  129  stations  of  the  CBS 
network,  and  locally  via  WABC. 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  will  portray 
the  role  of  Noel  Coward,  Lady  Hard- 
wicke will  enact  the  part  of  Coward's 
wife,  and  Roland  Young  will  head 
the   supporting   cast. 


French  Affairs  Leaders 
Sponsor  Film's  Premiere 


Forty  of  the  most  prominent 
friends  of  France  in  this  country 
will  act  as  official  sponsors  for  the 
world  premiere  of  the  new  Paul 
Graetz  production,  "The  Heart  Of 
a  Nation,"  at  the  Abbey  Theater 
on  Wednesday  evening,  April  7.  The 
premiere  is  being  given  under  the 
joint  auspices  of  the  Co-ordinating 
Council  of  French  Relief  Societies 
and  the  Fighting  French  Relief 
Committee. 


Coe  to  Address  Detroit 
Optimist  Club  April  14 
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will  be  held  in  the  grand  ballroom 
of  the  Book-Cadillac  Hotel  where 
civic  leaders  will  join  with  top  execu- 
tives and  exhibitors  to  hear  Coe's 
message.  Approximately  700  per- 
sons are  expected  to  attend. 

David  Palfreyman  of  the  MPPDA 
is  making  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments in  Detroit  and  wili  be  joined 
before  the  meeting  by  Arthur 
DeBra    and    Duke    Hickey. 


Costs  Assessed  Against 
Plagiarism  Complainant 

Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger 
yesterday  awarded  the  estate  of  Sam 
H.  Harris  and  Edna  Ferber  and 
George  S.  Kaufman  judgment  of 
$6,079  as  attorneys'  fees  and  costs 
against  Madge  Christie  in  a  plagiar- 
ism action  which  was  dismissed  by 
the  court  last  December.  Miss 
Christie  charged  that  the  defendants 
infringed  upon  her  play,  "Through 
the  Looking  Glass,"  in  "Stage  Door." 
The  film  version  of  the  play  was  pro- 
duced by  RKO  Radio. 


Absolves  Newsreels 
Of  Faking  War  Scene; 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Collins,   "but  as  far  as  I  can   te 
there's  simply  nothing  to  it." 

He  pointed  out  also  that  newsre 
cameramen  in  theaters   of  warx  I 
allowed  to  do  nothing  about  sho( 
films.     They  are  at  all  times  uhu 
Army  supervision,  he  said,  and  il 
only  way   any  behind-the-lines   m; 
terial  could  be  represented  as  froi 
line  would  be  through  collusion  wi, 
the  Army.     In  addition,  he  point 
out,  all  captions  are  cleared  by  t 
Army  along  with  the  film. 

The  Army  also  disclaimed  knov 
edge  of  the  matter.  Reports  that:i 
new  ruling  has  been  effected  requ-; 
ing  identification  for  all  shots 
eluded  in  action  sequences  wh:i 
were  not  actually  shot  during  1j 
battles,  or  which  were  staged,  w* , 
laughed  off.  "That  is  Army  polic'j 
he  said,  "and  has  been  for  a  lcj 
time.  But  it  is  only  policy,  and  i  j 
an  order."  He  revealed  that  Cp 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  before  he  left  I 
North  Africa  last  fall,  discussed 
trip  with  Secretary  of  War  St:J 
son,  with  the  latter  making  it  vl 
plain  that  he  wanted  no  staging  i] 
no  faking. 


Bromberg  Buys  Into  Mor 
Southern  Exchanges 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Charlotte,  New  Orleans,  and  M<j 
phis,  covering  nine  Southeast] 
states. 

Bromberg  immediately  takes  cj 
an    executive    position    with    Mc« 
gram  Southern  Exchanges,  and 
become  an  active  factor  in  the 
ture  development  of  Monogram  I 
tures    throughout    the    Southeast 


Marco  Wolff  a  HVC  Exec. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  Ds\ 
Hollywood— Marco  Wolff  of  I 
chon  &  Marco,  has  been  mad 
member  of  Hollywood  Victory  C 
mittee  and  will  serve  in  an  execu 
capacity.  He  will  serve  without  q 
pensation. 


For  Your 

MEMORY  BOOK 


In  West  Africa,  where  a  shi 
a  day  is  good  pay  for  many  a 
tive,  hundreds  of  them  spend 
that  sum  to  go  to  an  ope) 
movie  and  thrill  to  two-yea 
cops-and-robber  pictures  or  to 
with  open  mouths  at  drawing-: 
comedy.  The  smart  dialogue  do 
mean  much  to  them,  but  tho 
watched  were  left  in  speechless 
by  the  costumes  and  settings.  ' 
never  saw  anything  like  it,  b 
convinces  them  that  America  is  : 
country.— PAUL  K.  LEE,  AP  cc 
pondent,  in  the  N.  Y.  Times. 


THIS  is  the  BOOK 


THAT  WILL   SOON 
BE  ON  THE  DESK  OF 


EVERY   IMPORTANT 


EXECUTIVE      IN 


THE 


OTI  O  N 


PICTURE  INDUSTRY. 


• 


IT    WILL    REMAIN 


THERE    365    DAYS    OF    THE    YEAR 
AS    A    DAILY    REFERENCE    BOOK. 
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MPTOA  Board  Meets 
In  N.  Y.  on  May  4-5 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

out  in  an  announcement  bulletin  that 
of  a  business  nature,  without  social 
affairs,  and  necessarily  confined  to 
MPTOA  board  members  and  officers, 
special  conferences  were  being  ar- 
ranged with  important  Government 
officials  to  discuss  mutual  problems. 
Seeks   Self-Regulation 

Kuykendall,  in  his  bulletin,  ap- 
peared to  be  particularly  concerned 
over  the  absence  of  industry  plans 
for  regulation  of  "our  own  affairs." 
It  is  likely  that  the  situation  will 
get  considerable  attention  at  the 
board  meeting.  The  MPTOA,  Kuy- 
kendall asserted,  has  repeatedly 
urged  that  the  industry  establish 
a  research  council  or  study  com- 
mittee to  investigate,  analyze,  define 
and  explore  the  serious  and  impor- 
tant problems  and  grievances  of 
distribution  and   exhibition. 

"Such  a  committee  of  practical 
executives  and  responsible  theater 
owners  and  operators,  impartial  and 
representative,  can  in  time  deter- 
mine what's  wrong  and  what  ought 
to  be  done  about  it,"  Kuykendall 
wrote.  "It  requires  distributor  sup- 
port and  participation.  Will  it  get 
such  support  or  will  the  industry 
drift  along  into  more  anti-trust 
suits  and  Government  regulations 
because  the  distributors  refuse  to 
deal  with  these  problems  realistic- 
ally? 

Needs  Distrib.  Support 

"Exhibitors  cannot  establish  dis- 
cipline and  self-regulation  by  them- 
selves, nor  even  if  all  exhibitors, 
independents,  affiliated  and  partly 
affiliated,  were  united  in  the  same 
organization.  The  initiative  in  solv- 
ing these  vital  though  sometimes 
dormant  problems  and  abuses  prob- 
ably must  come  from  the  distribu- 
tors, who  are  few  in  number,  en- 
joying great  prosperity  and  who  are 
the  bottleneck  through  which  the 
product   and  the   money  flow." 

Kuykendall  declared  that  "when 
the  war  ends  we  shall  again  be 
face  to  face  with  the  eternal  choice 
of  either  establishing  by  our  own 
efforts  self-government  in  the  con- 
duct or  our  business;  or  of  having 
Government  regulations  of  trade 
practices  by  laws,  commissions  or 
court  decrees  imposed  upon  the  in- 
dustry." He  added  that  "we  have 
partially  evaded  the  issues  for  years 
— until  we  became  involved  in  anti- 
trust suits  and  consent  decrees.  Will 
we  have  to  meet  the  question  again 
unprepared  and  unorganized?  Can 
we  get  by  with  another  hasty,  ill- 
considered  solution  of  these  prob- 
lems?" 

The  MPTOA  has  no  ready-made 
solutions  to  the  problems,  Kuyken- 
dall said,  but  the  board  intends  to 
make  an  effort  to  reach  them  at  the 
May   session. 


Fire  Damages  the  Dawn 

Flushing,  Mich.  —  Fire  damaged 
the  stage  of  Ed  Dalton's  Dawn  the- 
ater here. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•      •      •     Introducing    Interesting    Personalities      •      •      • 

\A/  R.  FRANK,  who  will  produce  "Dr.  Paul  Joseph  Goebbels,  His  Life  and 
T™  Loves"  with  a  big-name  cast,  got  into  the  picture  business  in  1911  when, 
while  a  senior  in  high  school,  he  bought  an  old  projection  machine  and  began 
exhibiting  films  in  Excelsior,  Minn.  By  the  time  he  was  a  senior  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota  in  1915,  he  had  a  chain  of  six  houses,  five 
in  Minneapolis  and  one  in  Chicago.  After  graduation, 
operated  a  film  exchange.  Served  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  No.  1.  In  1922,  started  the  former  Northland 
Radio  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  three  years  later,  formed 
the  Community  Amusement  Association,  which,  in  four 
years,  was  producing  free  entertainment  for  600  communi- 
ties in  five  states.  Eventually,  he  developed  his  own 
circuit  which  now  operates  16  theaters  in  Minneapolis 
and  St.  Paul.  Entering  the  production  field  in  Hollywood, 
he  formed  William  Dieterle  Productions  which  made  the 
hit  pictures,  "Syncopation"  and  "All  That  Money  Can 
Buy,"  and  became  treasurer  of  the  organization.  Now  he  is 
president  of  his  company  which  will  make  "Dr.  Paul  Joseph 
Goebbels"  and  other  big-budget  productions  for  major 
release.  Weight,  185  pounds.  Height,  five  feet,  nine. 
Hair,  grey.     Eyes,  brown. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJ6CTS 


"Mexican  Police  On  Parade" 

(FitzPatrick  Travel8alk) 

M-G-M  9   mins. 

Colorful    Reel 

In  resplendent  Technicolor,  this 
newest  in  the  TravelTalk  series  pre- 
sents the  highly-trained,  coloi'ful  and 
versatile  police  of  Mexico  City.  They 
are  seen  parading,  followed  by  the 
demonstrated  skills  of  horsemen  and 
motorcyclists.  Particularly  interest- 
ing are  sequences  dealing  with  the 
superb  maiksmanship  of  specialists. 
The  police  also  have  their  interna- 
tionally famous  band,  as  well  as  or- 
chestra and  entertainers.  It's  all 
pleasing  and  interesting  stuff. 


"Swing-Time     Blues" 

Universal  15  mins. 

All  Right 

In  this  we  have  a  miniature  musi- 
cal appealing  chiefly  because  of  the 
presence  of  Gertrude  Niesen,  who 
renders  a  couple  of  tunes  in  the  ef- 
fective manner  that  is  characteristic 
of  her  style  of  singing.  Also  fea- 
tured are  Louis  Da  Pron,  tap  dancer, 
and  Francis  and  Grey,  who  do  a 
symbolic  snake  dance.  The  accom- 
paniment is  supplied  by  Bob  Ches- 
ter's   orchestra. 


"Too  Weak   to  Work" 

(Popeye) 

Paramount  7    mins. 

An    Improvement 

Put  this  down  as  the  best  Popeye 
in  some  time.  Pop's  engaged  in 
painting  lifeboats.  His  problem  is 
an  assistant  who  feigns  illness  so  he 
won't  have  to  work.  He  experiences 
an  exciting  time  exposing  the  guy, 
who  at  the  end  has  completely  re- 
formed. 


"Hold  Your  Temper" 

RKO  17  mins. 

A  Test  of  Temper 

Edgar    Kennedy    has    to    hold    his 
temper  in  his  latest  comedy  on  pain 


of  having  his  wife  walk  out  on  him. 
His  in-laws  move  heaven  and  earth 
to  get  him  mad.  Kennedy  holds  out 
as  long  as  he  can.  Finally,  he  blows 
up  and  gives  his  brother-in-law  a 
good  drubbing.  The  short  is  slapstick 
all  the  way  through.  Lloyd  French 
supplied  fast  direction  from  a  script 
by  Arthur   Ripley. 


Columbia 


"Spook   Louder" 
(Three  Stooges) 

Fair 


16  mins. 


The  Three  Stooges  deliver  another 
load  of  slapstick  in  "Spook  Louder." 
But  don't  expect  to  extract  more 
than  a  few  laughs  from  their  latest 
shipment  of  obvious  and  common- 
place humor.  We  see  the  three  men 
as  reducing-machine  salesmen  who 
get  into  a  lot  of  silly  complications 
while  guarding  the  house  of  the  in- 
ventor of  certain  devices  sought  by 
enemy  agents.  Weird  things  happen 
in  the  absence  of  the  inventor  in 
Washington,  none  of  them  of  any 
great  moment,  comically  speaking. 
The  boys  make  heroes  of  themselves 
when  they  try  to  rout  a  trio  of  ene- 
mies who  invade  the  joint. 


"Family  Troubles" 

(Our  Gang  Comedy) 

M-G-M  11  mins. 

Solid,  Amusing 

Neat,  entertaining  short  wherein 
Janet  runs  away  from  home  with 
her  kitten  because  her  folks  center 
all  their  attention  on  the  baby 
brother.  The  Gang  gets  her  adopted 
by  a  family  in  the  town,  and  her 
new  foster  parents  see  to  it  that  the 
youngster  is  taught  a  lesson  and 
sent  home.  But  before  the  all's  well 
ending,  the  Gang  rescues  her  and 
they  take  refuge  in  a  cave  because 
the  local  police  are  searching  for 
the  reported  desperadoes  who  have 
"kidnapped"  her.  A  solid,  amusing 
offering    throughout. 


Kuykendall  Assails 
Releasing  Policies 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

areas  as  long  as  extended  runs   arl 
called    for    and    hold   up,    but    wha" 
about  the  subsequent-runs  and  cour 
try    town     theaters    where    such 
stretch-out     of     product     is     \m\ 
sible?" 

The  shortage  of  box  office  attrac 
tions  caused  by  cutting  down  thj 
number  of  pictures  released  eacf 
month  "is  a  blunt  fact  we  have  tl 
face,"  Kuykendall  declares.  As  a{ 
indication  of  the  shortage,  Kuyker 
dall  prepared  the  following  con 
parison  of  features,  excluding  weslj 
erns,  released  or  announced  for  th" 
first  four  months  of  1943  and  1942 ; 
1943  194 

Columbia    10  14 

Metro    10  U 

Paramount 11  15 

RKO  Radio   13  11 

20th  Century 14  164 

United  Artists  .10  11 

Universal   15  1£ 

Warner  Bros 8  If 

Totals    91  12(J 

Raw  Stock  Not  Blamed 

Continuing,  Kuykendall  said: 
"Raw  stock  curtailment  has  notl 
ing  to  do  with  it.  The  amount  ( 
raw  stock  used  by  exhibition  is  di 
termined  solely  by  the  total  numbf 
of  hours  the  theaters  operate,  i.t 
run  the  film  through  a  projecto 
If  the  17,085  theaters  in  the  U.  1 
wear  out  80,000  feature  length  prin 
in  one  full  year  of  operation, 
makes  no  particular  difference  i 
far  as  film  requirements  are  coi 
cerned  whether  the  80,000  prints  ai 
400  different  subjects  with  200  prin 
each,  200  different  pictures  with  4( 
prints  each,  or  even  one  subje< 
with  80,000  prints;  the  number  < 
prints  required  is  exactly  the  san 
for  the  same  number  of  days'  open 
tion  of  the  same  theaters,  any  we 
you  figure  it.  Therefore  it  seen 
clear  that  cutting  down  the  numb< 
of  pictures  produced,  or  release 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  wiH  ! 
the  raw  stock  situation. 

"Manpower  and  talent  shortage' 
excess  profits  subject  to  heavy  taxe 
salary  ceilings,  congestion  of  firs 
run  bookings,  and  other  reasons  a: 
also  advanced  for  holding  back  tl 
release  of  feature  pictures.  What- 
ever the  real  reason  is,  it  is  worijai 
ing  a  genuine  hardship  on  the  i 
dependent  exhibitors,  which  is  of 
immediate   concern." 


Majestic,  Boston,  to  Be 
An  E.  M.  Loew  First-Run 


Boston — E.  M.  Loew  has  purchas- 
the  lease  on  the  Majestic  Theat 
building  in  downtown  Boston's  th 
atrical  district  and  will  take  ov 
April  24.  The  Majestic,  which  h 
for  several  years  housed  legitime, 
plays  and  road  show  pictures  ai 
has  been  owned  and  operated  by  t! 
Shuberts,  becomes  an  added  firs 
run  house. 
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CHASE  NATIONAL  SELLS  ITS  FOX JOMMON 

Warners  Tapering  Off  Quota  of  War  Features 


I!, 


Only  Four  of  16  Pix  Now 
Forming  Backlog  Relate 
To  the  Global  Conflict 


Having  been  first  to  turn  out  pic- 
tures dealing  with  national  defense 
and  the  general  war  situation,  War- 
ners now  appears  to  be  taking  the 
initial  step  in  tapering  off  its  quota 
of  this  type  of  film. 

In  its  backlog  of  16  pictures  com- 
pleted but  not  yet  set  for  release, 
only  four  relate  to  the  war.  Others 
are  comedies,  musicals,  dramas  and 
biographies. 

Of   the    four    scripts    in    shooting 

(.Continued  on-  Page   8) 


Akron  Indies  Jump 
B.  0.  Scale  5  Cents 


Akron,  0. — The  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors Association,  meeting  Wed- 
i.  nesday,  voted  a  five  cents  admission 
boost,  making  a  35  cents  top.  First- 
runs,  all  affiliated  houses,  are  stand- 
ing pat  at  55  cents  top. 


Army  Pic  Service 
Hearing  Opens  Today 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— In  response  to  his 
request  for  a  hearing,  the  Senate's 
Truman  Committee  will  convene  to- 
morrow morning  to  listen  to  the 
testimony  of  Under  Secretary  of 
War  Robert  P.  Patterson,  who  will 
explain  various  changes  in  the  Army 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"This  Is  the  Army" 
WB's  July  4  Special 

Irving  Berlin's  "This  Is  the  Army," 
now  in  production,  may  be  given  a 
July  4  national  release  with  appropri- 
ate holiday  fanfare,  according  to 
plans  now  in  the  making  and  likely 
to  be  completed  during  Charles  Ein- 
feld's  stay  in  New  York.  Einfeld,  ad- 
publicity  chief,  gets  in  today  from  the 
studios.  Last  year  the  company  had 
a  Fourth  of  July  special  in  the  gen- 
eral release  of  "Sergeant  York." 


Paramount,  with  Subsidiaries  and  Theater 

Affiliates,  Gives  $100,000  to  Red  Cross 

Paramount  Pictures  Corp.  for  itself,  subsidi-  

aries,  and  affiliated  theaters  throughout  the 
country,  has  donated  $100,000  to  the  Red  Cross, 
according  to  announcement  last  night  by  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  chairman  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try division  for  the  1943  Red  Cross  War  Fund 
of  New  York  City. 

The  donation,  according  to  Red  Cross  ex- 
ecutives last  night,  represents  an  all-time  high 
for  film  company  contributions  to  the  organi- 
zation. 

Barney  Balaban,  Para,  prexy,  is  national  chair- 
man of  the  industry's  seven-day  Red  Cross  War 
Fund  drive  which  opened  in  theaters  yester- 
day. 


BARNEY   BALABAN 


Maneuver  Order  Cuts 
Soldier  Attendance 


Nashville,  Tenn. — Film  attendance 
by  soldiers  on  maneuvers  in  Middle 
and  East  Tennessee,  beginning  April 
26,  will  be  heavily  cut  by  a  ruling 
of  Gen.  Ben  Lear,  of  the  Second 
Army,  that  no  "overnight  passes" 
will  be  granted  his  men  to  visit  the 
cities  due  to  overcrowding  and  lack 
of  sleeping  accommodations.  This 
does  not  include  soldiers  with  fam- 
ilies in  these  areas. 

General  Lear  has  stated  that  the 
order  does  not  mean  that  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  have  been  declared 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ft.  C.  Benefit  Seen 
Yielding  $275,000 


With  75  stars  from  Broadway  and 
Hollywood  and  a  cast  of  1,000,  the 
Red  Cross  War  Fund  Show  at  Madi- 
son Square  Garden,  Monday  gives 
every  indication  of  being  the  biggest 
ever  presented  on  Broadway.  Scaled 
from  $2.20  to  $27.50,  with  boxes 
ranging  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  the 
show  is  expected  to  realize  $275,000 
for  the  Red  Cross.  Boxes  in  the 
section,  called  "Horseshoe  of  Heroes" 
have   been   entirely  disposed   of   ac- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


HersheyOn  Talent  Determent 

Holds  It  Must  Be  Based  on  Public  Acceptance 


Goldberg  Indianapolis 
Branch  to  Abrams-Bohn 


Indianapolis — Lee  Goldberg,  who 
sold  his  PRC  franchise  in  Cleveland 
and  Cincinnati  to  Nat  Lefton,  has 
sold  his  Indianapolis  PRC  exchange 
to  his  sales  and  office  managers.  The 
new  owners  are  Sam  Abrams  and  Jo- 
seph Bohn.  Goldberg  will  devote  his 
time  to  his  theater  interests. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Major  Gen.  Lewis 
B.  Hershey,  Selective  Service  Direc- 
tor, yesterday  spoke  for  the  first 
time  directly  on  the  question  of  de- 
ferment for  actors  and  other  enter- 
tainment talent.  Flinging  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  industry,  he  said  the 
failure  of  the  public  to  fully  appre- 
ciate  their   value    is   the    stumbling 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Move  Is  Said  to  be  First 
By  Chase  to  Dispose  of 
All  Its  20th-Fox  Holdings 


In  a  move  that  is  regarded  as  a 
first  step  in  divesting  itself  of  all 
interest  in  20th  Century-Fox  and 
National  Theaters,  Chase  National 
Bank  has  sold  its  entire  block  of 
105,000  shares  of  20th-Fox  common 
stock.  The  stock  passes  to  a  limited 
number  of  investment  trusts  and 
individual  investors  represented  by 
Lehman  Bros,  and  White,  Weld  & 
Co. 

Shares  were  sold  at  a  figure  slight- 
ly   below    the    closing    market   price 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


WLB  Hears  Local  306 
On  10%  Wage  Jump 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  three-hour  session 
was  held  here  yesterday  before  Ex- 
aminer Jessie  Freidin,  with  Local  306 
of  IATSE's  moving  picture  machine 
operator's  union  seeking  War  Labor 
Board  consideration  of  its  request 
for  a  10  per  cent  cost  of  living  in- 
crease. The  union  seeks  this  in- 
crease despite  the  fact  that  its  con- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Allied  Board  to  Meet 
In  Detroit  on  May  4 


Allied's  next  quarterly  board  of 
directors  meeting  has  been  set  ten- 
tatively for  May  4  in  Detroit.  It  is 
expected  that  Abram  F.  Myers  will 
reveal  Allied's  proposals  for  changes 
in  the  consent  decree  at  the  meeting. 


Aryentine  Theater 
Attendance  Up  9% 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail — Passed 
by  Censor) — A  nine  per  cent  increase 
last  year  sent  film  attendance  here  to 
27,750,000.  The  average  number  of 
theaters  which  contributed  to  this 
total  was  178.  The  total  box-office 
take  for  the  year  is  estimated  at 
23,700,000  pesos.  The  average  ad- 
mission was  about  20  cents. 
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Con.     Fm.      Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..  . 

East.    Kodak    1 
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Gen.    Prec.    Eq. .  . 

Loew's,   Inc 

Paramount    

Para.   1    pf.  called   M   1 

RKO       

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 
Univ.     Pict.     pfd.    .  . 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK 


High     Low  Close 

153/4  I53/4  153/4 

17  16  17        + 
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56  565/8  57       + 
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3i/4 
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Sol  Lesser  to  Star 
Helen  Hayes  on  Screen 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Sol  Lesser  will  star 
Helen  Hayes  in  an  original  story 
which  has  historic  and  patriotic  sig- 
nificance.  Frank  Borzage  will  direct. 

It  is  possible  that  the  picture  will 
be  placed  in  production  late  this 
Summer. 


Transportation  Bottleneck 
Cuts  Lexington  Attendance 

Lexington,  Ky. — If  this  city's  bus 
transportation  becomes  much  more 
desperate  many  moviegoers  will  have 
to  walk  two  or  three  miles  in  order 
not  to  miss  their  movies. 

The  situation  has  become  so  des- 
perate that  an  appeal  is  expected  to 
be  made  to  Washington  for  a  ruling. 
A  shortage  of  labor  and  lack  of 
proper  tools  and  parts  for  mainte- 
nance has  caused  the  bottleneck. 

All  of  the  six  theaters  in  Lexing- 
ton are  located  in  the  downtown 
area. 

Gasoline  and  tire  rationing  and  the 
influx  of  several  thousand  Signal 
Corps  trainees  are  causing  the  bus- 
ses  to   work   overtime. 


First  Aid  Stations 
Kridel  House  Lobbies 


East  Orange,  N.  J.  —  First  aid 
emergency  stations,  believed  to  be 
the  first  to  appear  in  theater  lobbies 
in  New  Jersey,  have  been  set  up  in 
the  lobbies  of  the  Beacon,  Palace  and 
Colonial  Theaters  here,  small  chain 
owned  and  operated  by  Moe  Kridel. 
Completely  equipped  for  any  possi- 
ble emergency,  each  station  carries 
two  large  extinguishers,  several  large 
buckets  of  sand,  shovels,  rope,  hose, 
rubber  coats  and  flashlights  and  a 
first  aid  medicine  kit  for  use  in  case 
of  accident  or  injury. 

Public  reaction,  manifesting  a 
sense  of  security,  has,  according  to 
Jerome  Kridel,  general  manager  of 
the  Kridel  chain,  more  than  justified 
the  cost  of  each  station. 


Glamourettes  to  Produce 
Two  Musical  Features 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Glamourettes,  Inc., 
which  was  organized  by  Sydney  M. 
Williams  and  Dave  Gould,  will  make 
144  shorts  for  release  by  Sound  Dis- 
tributors Co.  of  Chicago. 

Glamourettes  will  also  make  two 
musical  features  with  Williams  as 
the  producer  and  Gould  the  director. 
Negotiations  are  now  pending  with 
two  major  companies  for  release  of 
the  features. 


Shift  Canadian  Company 
Offices  to  Cut  Travel 


Toronto — For  travel  economy,  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  has  an- 
nounced the  transfer  of  the  head- 
office  of  Gait  Theater  Co.,  Ltd.,  a 
subsidiary  operating  the  Capitol 
Theater,  from  Gait,  to  Toronto. 

Move  is  looked  upon  as  the  fore- 
runner of  a  policy  of  consolidating 
theater  company  activities  to  avoid 
railway  congestion  and  the  use  of 
motor  cars  in  the  present  gasoline 
shortage. 


Col.  Names  John  Mock 
Story,  Scenario  Editor 

West    Coast  Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — John   Mock   has   been 
appointed  story  and  scenario  editor 
at  the  Columbia  studios. 


Metro's  Leo  Visits 

Dodger  Leo's  Lair 

Weather  permitting,  an  M-G-M 
unit,  headed  by  Director  S.  Sylvan 
Simon  and  Comedian  Red  Skelton, 
will  shoot  baseball  sequences  o'er  at 
Ebbets  Field, — home  of  Leo  Dur- 
ocher's  lads, — for  the  film  star's 
new  opus,  "Whistling  in  Brooklyn." 
Other  sections  of  the  Borough  Beau- 
tiful (do  we  hear  a  Bronx  cheer?) 
will  also  provide  location  venues.  Unit 
will  remain  in  the  East  for  three 
weeks  before  headin'  for  Hollywood. 


All  Universal  Officers 
Re-elected  by  the  Board 

Officers  of  Universal  Pictures  were 
re-elected  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors.  Re-named  of- 
ficers were  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  the  board;  Nate  Blumberg, 
president;  William  Scully,  Charles 
Prutzman,  Cliff  Work,  Joseph  Seidel- 
man  and  John  J.  O'Connor,  vice-pres- 
idents; Samuel  Machnovitch,  trea- 
surer; Anthony  Petti  and  Adolph 
Schimel,  assistant  secretaries;  Eu- 
gene Walsh  and  Harold  Brewster,  as- 
sistant treasurers.  A  spokesman  said 
that  the  elections  were  the  only  order 
of  business. 


Warners  to  Hold  Shorts 
Schedule  at  Present  85 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  No  curtailment  of 
Warner  short  subjects  is  contem- 
plated for  next  season,  it  is  learned 
following  several  days  of  conferences 
at  the  Burbank  studios  between  Jack 
L.  Warner,  executive  producer;  Nor- 
man H.  Moray,  short  subject  sales 
manager,  and  Gordon  Hollingshead, 
in  charge  of  shorts  production.  Com- 
pany again  is  expected  to  release  85 
subjects. 

Raw  stock  is  not  likely  to  be  a 
serious  problem  at  this  studio  be- 
cause of  its  curtailment  by  almost 
50  per  cent  in  the  feature  depart- 
ment, where  concentration  is  on  top 
budget  productions. 


Louis  Hellborn,  M-G-M 
Exploiteer,  Dies  at  46 

Des  Moines — Louis  Hellborn,  46, 
M-G-M  exploitation  manager  in  Iowa 
and  Nebraska,  died  yesterday  in  Des 
Moines  Hospital  following  a  stroke 
suffered    Wednesday. 

Hellborn  was  a  pioneer  in  exploi- 
tation of  sound  movies  and  was 
production  manager  for  the  San 
Diego  World's  Fair.  He  also  served 
for  18  years  as  manager  of  the  old 
Orpheum  Theater  in  Des  Moines. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
Denver. 


Indie  Producers  Ass'n 
Closes  New  York  Office 


Society  of  Independent  Motion  Pic- 
ture Producers  has  closed  its  New 
York  office  and  all  activities  will  be 
centered  on  the  Coast.  John  C.  Flinn, 
executive  secretary,  has  moved  to 
California  permanently. 


comma  and  Gome 


RALPH  BETTINSON,  former  Pathe  (London) 
rep.  at  Monogram  studios,  is  en  route  from 
Hollywood  to  Astoria  to  report  to  the  Signal 
Corps. 

GEORGE  F.  PUTNAM,  NBC  news  commentator, 
is  en  route  to  the  Coast  from  New  York  to 
appear  in  Walter  Wanger's  "We've  Never  Been 
Licked." 

MIKE    PERLSTEIN,    of    the     Modern    T 
Brockton,   Mass.,  stopped  in  New  Haven  to  t^it  .' 
with    B.    J.    Lourie,    Columbia    salesman,    on    his 
way  home  from   New  York. 

DICK  POWELL  starts  a  USO-Camp  Shows  tour 
at  Fort   Bragg,    N.  C,  April   8. 

EDDIE  BRACKEN  opens  a  five-week-USO 
Camp  Shows  tour  at  Lowry  Field,  Colo.,  to- 
morrow. 

GUY  KIBBEE  today  will  be  at  Camp  Howze, 
Tex.,  at  the  start  of  a  swing  around  the  Army 
circuit. 

SLIM  SUMMERVI1LE  on  Tuesday  begins  a 
series  of  USO-Camp  Shows  appearances  at  Camp 
Wheeler,   Ga. 

PHIL  SILVERS  was  at  Camp  Barkeley,  Tex., 
yesterday  on  the  initial  engagement  in  his  month 
tour  of  Army  posts. 

RITZ  BROTHERS  will  set  out  on  their  third 
camp  tour  at  Fort  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  on  April  8. 

MARLENE  DIETRICH,  ELEANOR  POWELL, 
CHARLES  BOYER,  DICK  POWELL,  PAULETTE 
GODDARD  and  MERVYN  LE  ROY  leave  Hollywood 
today  to  appear  at  the  Red  Cross  Show  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  on  Monday  night. 

MARY  BRIAN  and  WALTER  ABEL  will  enter- 
tain the  boys  at  Sampson  Naval  Training  Station 
tomorrow. 

MERLE  OBERON  arrives  from  the  Coast  today. 

PRUNELLA  HALL,  motion  picture  critic  and 
columnist  for  the  Boston  Post,  is  in  town  on 
vacation   and   business. 

RICHARD  F.  WALSH,  IATSE  head,  was  back 
from    Boston    yesterday. 

W.  F.  RODGERS  leaves  for  the  M-G-M  studios 
today  to  look  over  new  product. 

MILTON  WEISS  accompanied  RED  SKELTON 
here    from    the  Coast. 

SIR  ALEXANDER  KORDA  is  expected  to  leave 
for    England    next   week. 

TOM  J.  CONNORS,  20th-Fox  distribution  boss, 
and  EDMUND  REEK,  Movietone  News  producer, 
return  to  New  York  Monday  from  a  vacation 
spent   near   St.   Petersburg,    Fla. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  head  of  20th-Fox,  leaves 
tonight  for  Columbus,  O.,  where  he  will  preside 
at  a  two-day  Greek  war  relief  conference  open- 
ing there  tomorrow.  CHARLES  P.  SKOURAS, 
National  Theaters  head,   will   be  with   him. 

BILLIE  BURKE  arrives  on  the  Coast  April  19 
to  start  work  in  "High  Diddle  Diddle." 


APRIL   2 

Charles  B.  Paine  Arthur  Hirsch 

W.  Arthur  Rush 

APRIL  3 

Sam  Katz  Maurice  Kann 

George  Jessel  Heath  Cobb 

Duncan  Renaldo 

APRIL  4 


Rosemary  Lane 
Al    Lichtman 


Gene  Reynolds 
Richard  Rosson 
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Chase  Bank  Selling 
Its  20lh-Fox  Common 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  Wednesday  which  was  19^.  Chase 
still  holds  a  substantial  number  of 
preferred  shares. 

The  report  that  Chase  would  sell 
:ij.  holdings  in  National  Theaters  to 
Century-Fox,  through  a  Lehman 
bios,  stock  issue,  is  said  to  be  cor- 
rect, although  the  transaction  will 
not  be  undertaken  for  several  months. 


Hershey  Talks  on 
Talent  Deferment 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

block  in  the  way  of  special  considera- 
tion by  Selective  Service. 

"Our  action,"  he  said,  "must  be 
based  upon  public  acceptance.  The 
public  is  willing  to  accept  certain 
things,  such  as  work  in  a  war  fac- 
tory, as  essential.  It  fails  to  accept 
other  things,  even  though  they  too 
may  be  important." 

He  warned  a  press  conference  that 
"You  can't  get  too  far  ahead  or  too 
far  behind  what  the  public  thinks." 

Again  making  it  plain  that  he  does 
not  believe  the  public  would  sanction 
special  treatment  for  talent,  Gen- 
eral Hershey  said:  "The  important 
factor  is  whether  the  public  is  satis- 
fied. Are  mothers  content  to  have 
their  sons  go  into  battle  in  North 
Africa  and  Guadalcanal  while  mu- 
sicians stay  at  home  to  play  an  in- 
strument? Are  they  civilized  enough 
to  be  satisfied  that  a  musician  shall 
sell  bonds  when  their  sons  are  in 
Africa?" 

Reminded  at  this  point  of  the  Rus- 
sian policy  regarding  military  service 
for  actors  and  other  artists,  the 
Selective  Service  director  said,  "May- 
be the  Russians  are  more  civilized 
than  we." 

Fowler  V.  Harper,  Deputy  Man- 
power chief,  who  shared  the  press 
conference  with  General  Hershey, 
declared  that  the  issue  as  regards 
talent  is  one  of  "using  people  where 
they  are  most  needed — even  if  a  man 
is  a  better  piano  player  than  he  is 
a  rifle  shot,  he  must  do  what  he  is 
most   needed   to   do." 


C.  W.  York  Hospitalized 

Portland,  Ore.— Charles  W.  York, 
veteran  theater  executive  and  mana- 
ger of  the  Granada,  Spokane,  is  in 
Deaconess  Hospital,  Spokane,  having 
suffered  a  heart  attack. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Dorothy  Morris,  M-G- 
M  contract  player,  will  be  married 
shortly  to  Navy  Air  Cadet  Marvin 
Moffie.  Moffie  is  scheduled  to  win 
his  wings  as  a  Naval  ensign  this 
month. 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     EVERYTHING  must  be  love  and  kisses  in  the  Seattle  trade 

territory The   arbitration   system   under   the   consent   decree   is   now 

25  months  old  and  every  key  city  tribunal  has  had  its  share  of  com- 
plaints  tiled, — i.e.,   all   except   Seattle The   poor   clerk   there    would 

have  moss  growing  on  him  if  it  weren't  for  the  fact  that  the  tribunal  gets 

an  occasional  commercial  case Not  a  squawk  has  been  registered  in 

the  Seattle  tribunal  since  motion  picture  arbitration  began  ...  •  Oscar 
Morgan's  shorts  department  at  Paramount  has  scored  heavily  for  the 
war  effort,   and   specifically   the    scrap    drive,    via   the    potent   campaign 

book   on    "The    Aldrich   Family    Gets    in    the    Scrap" WPB    was    so 

'thusiastic  about  it  thai  it  asked  for  several  hundred  copies  over  and 
above   initial   allotment,   and   some    1,000    went   to  WAC,   in    addition    to 

other  widespread  distribution This  tab  reeler  gets  its  world  premiere 

at  the  Fabian,  Paterson,  N.  I.,  Tuesday  with  a  15-minute  ceremony 

Salvage  setups  are  eyeing  enthusiastically  and  avidly  this  latest  celluloid 
and  promotion  scrap-extracting  "weapon" 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  ADDING  weightily  to  the  over-all  enjoyment  by  Music 
Hall  patrons  of  the  big  stand's  current  program  is  the  magnificent 
stage  show,  best  described  as  a  brilliant,  inspiring,  and  hugely  enter- 
taining   Navy    and    Maritime    Service    pageant //     the    late    Flo 

Ziegfeld  could  only  see  what  Impresario  Guy  Eyssell  6-  Co.  unleashes 

in   the  way  of  1943  showmanship! Flo  would  be  glad   that  there 

is  such  a  "Keeper  of  the  Flame,"  which,  of  course  is  also  the  title  of 
the  Music   Hall's  current,  heavy-hitting  cinema 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  WARNERS  and  20th  Fox.  already  represented  with  rival 
pix  dealing  with  the  Nazi  invasion  of  Norway  ("Edge  of  Darkness"  and 
"The  Moon  Is  Down,"  respectively),  have  a  couple  more  duplications 
comin'  up With  WB  soon  to  open  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  from  Am- 
bassador Joseph  E.  Davies'  book  and  diplomatic  papers.  Fox  has  acquired 
the   diary   of   the   late   William   E.   Dodd,   Ambassador   to   Germany,  and 

"Through  Embassy   Eyes,"   penned   by   his   daughter Warners   also 

announced,  some  months  ago,  a  "Buffalo  Bill"  pic  starring  Errol  Flynn, 
and  Bill  Goetz  of  Fox  has  just  closed  a  deal  for  Harry  Sherman  to  pro- 
duce "Buffalo  Bill,"  starring  Joel  McCrea And  "Dark  Eyes,"  Broad- 
way play  financed  by  Fox  is  reportedly  being  bought  for  the  screen  by 
Warners 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ELIAS  M.  LOEW  is  doing  some  dual  celebrating  up  New 
England  way  this  week,— his  25th  anniversary  as  a  showman,  and  his 
46th  birthday  ...  •  Sam  Kestenbaum,  PRC's  powerhouse  publicist, 
is  back  at  his  h.o.  desk  after  launching  a  swell  campaign  for  the  world 
bow  of  his  org's  "Corregidor"  at  the  Century  Theater,  Rochester  .  .  . 
0  James  Sessions,  America's  foremost  painter  of  sea  warfare  pictures, 
has  been  retained  by  Universal  to  do  ad  layouts  for  the  forthcoming 
Howard  Hawks  opus,  "Corvettes  in  Action"  ...  #  Now  It  Can  Be 
Told   Dept.:    At    the   RKO    convention    last   year,   Eddie    Golden    was 

allowed  just  two  minutes  to  speak For  a  gag,  an  alarm  clock  was 

put  beside  him  so  it  would  ring  when  the  allotted  time  was  up 

After  all,  Eddie  was  just  a  little  producer  about  to  make  a  very  unim- 
portant pic  called  "Hitler's  Children,"— so  why  give  him  a  lot  of  time? 

But  Eddie  turned  out  what  probably  will  be  one  of  the  biggest 

grossing  attractions  of  the  year Will  there  be  an  alarm  clock  at 

the  next  convention? 

T            T            T 
-  •      O      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


DATE  BOOK 


April  1-8:     Red  Cross  Fund  Week. 

April   14:     Trans^Lux    Corp.    stockholders'    meet- 
ing. 

April  15:     MPPDA    annual    meeting,    New   York. 

May  18:     K-A-0  stockholders'  meeting. 

May  3-5:     ITO     of    Ohio     convention,     Deshler- 
Wallick   Hotel,  Columbus. 

May    4-5:    MPTOA    board    of    directors    meeting, 
New    York   City. 

May   11:     United      Jewish      Appeal      Amusement 
Division    luncheon,    Hotel   Astor. 

April   14:     Charles  Francis  Coe  addresses   Detroit 
Optimist  Club. 


WLB  Hears  Local  306 
On  10%  Wage  Jump 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tract  with  the  major  circuits  and 
several  independents  runs  until  1945. 

There  was  no  question  of  contract 
violation,  and  no  complaints  from 
either  side  that  there  had  been 
breaches  of  the  contract,  it  was 
learned.  The  contract  calls  for  two 
per  cent  increases  from  the  major 
circuits  next  September  with  a  five 
per  cent  increase  from  Randforce 
and  Skouras.  The  demand  for  an 
immediate  10  per  cent  increase  is 
based  upon  the  rise  in  the  cost  of 
living. 

This  hearing  was  strictly  prelimi- 
nary, with  evidence  by  the  board 
being  studied  to  determine  whether 
it  should  assume  jurisdiction.  Al- 
though there  have  been  cases  similar 
in  some  details  before  the  board,  none 
have  matched  this  sufficiently  to  pro- 
vide a  precedent.  General  policy  of 
the  board  has  been  to  let  existing 
contracts    stand. 

The  union  was  represented  by 
Herman  Gelber,  president,  and  At- 
torneys Nathan  Frankel  and  Herbert 
Schrank.  Frank  Murdoch,  IATSE 
counsel,  also  appeared.  Berton  Zorn 
appeared  for  Loew's,  George  Barry 
for  Paramount,  Louis  Weber  for 
Skouras,  Melvin  Albert  for  Rand- 
force and  Monroe  Goldwater  and 
Irving  Greenfield  for  RKO,  Radio 
City  and  Warner  Bros. 


Fred  E.  Havill  Dies 

Chicago — Fred  E.  Havill,  veteran 
member  of  the  Chicago  operators' 
union  and  former  operator  at  the 
Telenews    Theater,   is    dead. 


Start  Caaney  Pic  Monday 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Cagney    Prod,    start's" 
"McLeod's  Folly,"  first  for  UA,  Mon- 
day. 


STORKS 


Chicago — Bob  Gottschalk  of  the 
Indiana-Illinois  circuit  is  the  father 
of  twins,  a  boy  and  a  girl. 
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HERE'S  WHAT  THE 
TRADE  PAPERS  PREDICTED! 

"It's  a  cinch  for  big  money!" 

— Reef  Kann,  Quigley  Publications 

"  Surefire  boxoffice  for  extended 
runs  everywhere !''  -van** 

"Sock  dramatic  entertainment 
destined  for  solid  grosses!7 

—  Film  Daily 
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....  And  the  smash 

■  turn-away  business  at 

the  RIVOU,  N.  Y.,  is 

gg  confirming  everything 

the  trade  papers  said! 
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Friday,  April  2,  1943 


R.  C.  Benefit  Seen 
Yielding  $275,000 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cording  to  Judge  Benjamin  Shalleck, 
executive  chairman. 

The  show,  which  will  feature  a 
special  Hollywood  delegation  of  stars 
arriving  here  Monday,  will  be  staged 
by  Leon  Leonidoff.  Erno  Rapee  is 
musical  director.  The  comlpete  star 
line-up  now  includes: 

Larry  Adler,  Fred  Allen,  Tallulah  Bank- 
head,    Constance    Bennett,    Milton    Berle,    Joe 


When  Theodore  Phieffer,  man- 
ager of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Play- 
house, failed  to  receive  his  coin 
collection  boxes  yesterday  for  Red 
Cross  War  Fund  week  he  took 
several  beer  cans,  punched  holes 
in  the  tops  and  drew  a  Red  Cross 
on  them  with  colored  crayons. 
The  collections  were  well  over  all 
expectations.  But — what  happened 
to  the  beer? 


Besser,  Janet  Blair,  Ray  Bolger,  Patricia  Bow- 
man. Charles  Boyer,  Betty  Bruce,  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Bobby  Clark,  Jack  Cole  Dancers,  Don 
Cossacks  Choir,  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  his  or- 
chestra, Morton  Downey,  Jimmy  Durante, 
Duke  Ellington  and  his  orchestra,  John  Emery, 
Benny  Fields,  Gae  Foster  Roxyettes,  Paul 
Haakon,  Moss  Hart,  Bill  Johnson,  James 
Barton.  William  Bendix,  Ray  Milland,  Benay 
Venuta,  Harry  Hirschfield,  Harriet  Hilliard, 
Marion  Hutton  and  the  Modernaires,  Allen 
Jenkins,  George  S.  Kaufman,  The  King  Sis- 
ters, Gil  Lamb,  Howard  Lindsay,  Myrna  Loy, 
Bert  Lytell,  Alfred  Lunt,  Jeanette  MacDon- 
ald,  Fredric  March,  Raymond  Massey,  Ethel 
Merman,  Borrah  Minevitch's  Rascals,  Grace 
Moore.  Alan  Mowbray,  Paul  Muni,  Dean 
Murphy,  Ozzie  Nelson,  Olsen  &  Johnson, 
Dick  Powell,  Radio  City  Glee  Club,  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  Rockettes,  Mary  Raye  & 
Xaldi.  Ritz  Brothers,  Frank  Sinatra,  Red 
Skelton.  Kate  Smith,  Ed  Sullivan,  Alec  Tem- 
pleton,  Arthur  Treacher,  Jimmy  Walker,  Fred 
Waring  &  His  Glee  Club,  Ethel  Waters,  Clif- 
ton Webb,  Ben  Yost  Singers  and  Henry 
Youngman. 

In  addition  are  the  ensembles  from  "Lady 
in  the  Dark,"  "Rosalinda,"  "Something  for 
the  Boys"  and  "The  Ziegfeld  Follies,"  plus 
the  Camp  Joyce  Kilmer  Army  orchestra,  the 
S.S.  Richelieu  crew,  the  Russian  Merchant 
Marines,  the  Stewart  Field  Air  Cadets  and  the 
U.  S.  Maritime  Service  Band  of  Sheepshead 
Bay. 


Mayfair  Sues  Mono.  On 
"Jacare"  Negative  Costs 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Mayfair  Pictures, 
Jules  Levey,  are  suing  Monogram 
on  negative  costs  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican picture,  "Jacare,"  which  May- 
fair  turned  over  to  United  Artists 
on  a  deal  for  distribution. 

Regarding  suit  of  Mayfair  vs. 
Monogram,  President  to  W.  Ray 
Johnston  of  Monogram,  said  that  the 
matter  involved  a  dispute  as  to  pro- 
per items  constituting  negative  costs 
on  picture. 

"Each  of  items  has  been  gone  over 
by  our  certified  public  accountants, 
Price,  Waterhouse  &  Company,  and 
we  are  just  as  anxious  as  Mayfair 
to  have  items  of  costs  properly  de- 
termined," Johnston  added. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

JOHN    STONE,    producer,    Columbia. 

THEODORE     DREISER,     to     write     "Lady,     Let's 

Dance,"   original.    Mono. 
NICHOLAS    CONTE,    Broadway    actor,    20th-Fox. 
CARMELLE    BERGSTRCM,    ice  skating  star,    Para. 
F.  PAUL  SYLOS,  art  director,  Andrew  Stone  Prod. 
EDDIE  CANTOR,  one  picture  deal,   RKO. 
• 

NEW  TERMERS 

MERLE   OBERON,    Metro. 

JACK  JENKINS,   child  actor,    Metro. 

JOAN   MORTIMER,  actress,  Paramount. 

LOIS  COLLIER,   radio  actress,   Universal. 

MAUREEN    CANNON,    musical    comedy    ingenue, 

Universal. 
VICTOR    YOUNC,    composer,    Paramount. 
ROBERT    STANFORD,    actor,    Columbia. 
• 

TO  STARDOM 

JULIE    BISHOP,    at    Warners. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

THILLIS    BOTTOME'S    "Danger   Signal,"    Warners. 
MILDRED    CRAMS    "Happiness,"    Warners. 
ARTHUR    CROXTON'S    "Waterfront,"   PRC. 
JEROME     ODLUM'S     "The      Morgue      Is     Always 
Open,"     Republic. 


ELEVATED 

FRANK    CROSS,    from    film    editor    to    associate 
producer,   Universal. 


CASTINGS 

MICKEY  ROONEY,  "National  Velvet,"  Metro; 
JINX  FALKENBURG,  JOAN  DAVIS,  "Beautiful 
But  Broke,"  Columbia;  JOAN  MORTIMER,  "Hen- 
ry Aldrich  Haunts  a  House,"  Paramount;  MAR- 
CARET  O'BRIEN,  "Madame  Curie,"  Metro;  GAIL 
RUSSELL,    "The    Uninvited,"    Paramount;    JOHN- 


NY DOWNS,  "Adventures  of  the  Flying  Cadets," 
Universal;  "LOUISE  ALLBRITTON,  WALTER 
ABEL,  "Fired  Wife,"  Universal;  MARCIA  KEN- 
TON, "Talent  School,"  PRC;  GALE  SONDER- 
GAARD,  "Isle  of  Forgotten  Sins,"  PRC;  KATH- 
RYN  GRAYSON,  VAN  JOHNSON,  CARLOS  RAMI- 
REZ, "Tale  of  Two  Sisters,"  Metro;  MICKEY 
ROONEY,  CENE  KELLY,  "Honey  Boy,"  Techni- 
color musical,  Metro;  PHIL  SPITALNY  all-girl 
ork,  "Mr.  Co-ed,"  Metro;  K.  T.  STEVENS,  "Nine 
Girls,"  Columbia;  JOHNNIE  JOHNSTON,  BETTY 
RHODES,  "Rainbow  Island,"  Paramount;  BENNY 
BAKER,  "Up  in  Arms,"  Goldwyn;  BILLIE  BURKE, 
BARTON  HEPBURN,  "Hi,  Diddle  Diddle,"  UA; 
VAUGHN  MONROE,  "Meet  the  People,"  Metro; 
ANNE  SHIRLEY,  "Marine  Raiders,"  RKO;  GRACE 
McDONALD,  ROBERT  PAIGE,  "Get  Going,"  Uni- 
versal; LIONEL  iBARRYMORE,  "A  Guy  Named 
Joe,"  Metro;  KEENAN  WYNN,  SARA  HADEN, 
"Lost  Angel,"  Metro;  J.  M.  KERR1CAN,  "Amer- 
ica," Metro;  EVELYN  KEYES,  DOUGLAS  DRAKE, 
"Officers'  Candidate  School,"  Columbia;  CATH- 
ERINE CRAIG,  iEVELYN  BRENT,  WARREN  HY- 
MER,  "Time  Bomb,"  Mono.;  BETTY  AMANN, 
"Isle  of  Forgotten  Sins,"  PRC;  RICHARD  ARLEN, 
"Timber  Man,"  Paramount;  GWEN  KENYON, 
"Tornado,"  Paramount;  MARJORIE  LORD,  MAR- 
JORIE  MAIN,  "McLeod's  Folly,"  UA-Cagney; 
HOWARD  FREEMAN,  "Girl  Crazy,"  Metro;  DON- 
ALD MEEK,  "Lost  Angel,"  Metro;  CHERYL 
WALKER,  "Strange  Victory,"  UA-Lesser:  ALEXIS 
SMITH,  "The  Animal  Kingdom,"  WB;  UNA 
O'CONNOR,  ERIK  BLORE,  "Holy  Matrimony," 
20th-Fox;  KONSTANTIN  SHAYNE,  "Hostages," 
Paramount;  NEILA  HART,  ANNE  LOOS,  "Two 
Senoritas   from   Chicago,"   Columbia. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

ARTHUR     DREIFUSS,    director,     "Rhythm     Parade 

of   1943,"    PRC. 
GLENN   COOK,  assistant  director,  "False  Colors," 

UA-Sherman. 
RICHARD    CONNELL,    GLADYS    LEHMAN,    script, 

"Tale    of    Two    Sisters,"    Metro. 


Army  Pic  Service 
Hearing  Opens  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pictorial  service.  Particular  stress 
will  be  laid  upon  the  changes  in 
method  of  producing  training  films 
from  West  Coast  studios. 

Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  has  not 
been  called  to  appear  before  the 
committee,  he  said  yesterday,  nor 
has  he  any  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Army  has  been  asked  to  produce 
him.  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison,  new  chief 
of  the  Army  Pictorial  Service,  is 
expected  to  be  on  hand  Saturday 
when   Patterson  testifies. 

Patterson  will  make  it  clear  to  the  com- 
mittee that  since  establishment  of  the  Sig- 
nal Corps'  western  division  several  months 
ago,  training  film  procurement  has  been 
handled  for  the  most  part  by  direct  nego- 
tiation with  the  studios.  Reliance  upon  the 
Research  Council  of  the  M.  P.  Academy 
has    dropped    off. 

Although  Patterson  will  not  disclose  any 
part  of  the  special  report  compiled  for  the 
Army's  Solicitor  General  by  Col.  John  Har- 
lan Amen,  it  is  believed  that  some  re-or- 
ganization of  the  pictorial  service  came  about 
as  a  result  of  the  Amen  findings  and  those 
of  one  or  two  other  studies  within  the 
Army.     The   preliminary   investigations   of    the 


Heroes  Aid  Music  Hall 
Plasma  Donor  Campaign 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  patrons 
yesterday  were  asked  to  contribute 
blood  to  the  Red  Cross  by  a  group  of 
servicemen  who  really  knew  how  im- 
portant it  is.  Each  of  these  men — 
marines,  sailors,  soldiers — had  been 
wounded  in  action  and  the  civilian- 
contributed  plasma  had  saved  their 
lives. 


Fred  Bartow  HI 

Chicago — Fred  Bartow,  Paramount 
exploiteer,  was  taken  ill  while  on  a 
business  trip  to  Milwaukee  and  is 
confined    to     St.    Joseph's    Hospital 


Truman  Committee  last  Summer  are  also 
believed  to  have  been  considered  in  out- 
lining   the    re-organization. 

Col.  Amen  refused  to  tell  the  Truman 
Committee  any  of  his  findings  when  called 
upon  during  the  February  hearing — the  only 
hearing  the  Committee  has  held  on  the 
training  film  matter.  He  stated  he  was  act- 
ing on  instructions  from  Patterson. 

Although  no  sweeping  change  in  the  Pic- 
torial Service  personnel  is  looked  for,  it  is 
likely  that  there  will  be  some  replacements. 
Gen.  Harrison  is  now  studying  the  setup 
and  it  is  expected  that  he  will  announce 
some    changes    soon. 


Pennsylvania  Theaterman  Ain't  Fooling  in 

His  House's  and  Own  Effort  for  Red  Cross 

Williamsport,  Pa. — Breathes  there  a  showman  more  anxious  to  help  Red  Cross 
Week  than  W.  P.  Wilson,  solon  of  the  local  Rialto  Theater?  Listen!  He  is, 
of  course,  collecting  at  each  performance  every  day,  with  a  bevy  of  collectors 
and  inspirational  appeals.  On  his  own,  he  has  made  a  substantial  personal 
contribution.  On  top  of  it  all,  for  every  $100  given  by  his  patrons,  Exhibitor 
Wilson  adds  $25  of  his  own! 


Maneuver  Order  Cuts 
Soldier  Attendance 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"off  limits."     Theaters,  already  well  I 
patronized  by  soldiers  from  nearby 
training    camps,    charge    only    half } 
price  to  men  in  uniform. 

The  Provost  of  the  Second  (  \ky, 
Lt.  Col.  William  H.  CrawforUUas^ 
requested  that  theaters  throughout;, 
the  maneuver  area  admit  slodiers  I 
for  "half  fare."  Maneuvers  are  sched-i 
uled  between  April  25  and  June  20  [ 
and  July  5  and  Aug.  6. 


Cut  Prices  Denied,  AAF 
Puts  Houses  "Off  Limits" 

KnoxvilTe,      Tenn.  —  Army      Air!' 
Forces      officers,      supervising      th 
training    of    aviation   cadets    at  the 
University    of    Tennessee,    have    de- 
clared five  local  theaters  "off  limits,"  : 
claiming    the    management    refused  '■ 
a    reduction    in    admission    to    the5 ' 
trainees.    Army  has  proposed  that  a 
theater  be  established  in  the  U.  T. 
auditorium,    using    the    university's 
projection  machine. 

Speaking  for  the  five  theaters  in 
volved,  Eugene  Street,  local  circuit ' 
rep.,  said:  "The  Booth  Theater  on 
West  Cumberland  is  the  most  con 
venient  theater  in  Knoxville  for  the 
trainees  at  the  university  and  the 
price  is  only  20  cents.  We  see  nc 
reason  to  discriminate  between  regu 
lar  U.  T.  students  and  the  cadet 
candidates." 

Street  also  stated  that  the  foui 
theaters  on  Gay  St.  will  co-operate 
in  any  way  with  other  local  interests 
in  a  "hospitality  arrangement  where- 
by reduced  prices  or  discounts  are 
given."  The  cadets,  meanwhile,  are 
under  quarantine  and  can't  leave  the  J" 
campus  before  April  7. 


*: 


': 


i 
Drop  City  Ticket  Tax 

For  Men  in  Uniform 

Port  St.  Joe,  Fla.— The  Board  of  & 

City   Commissioners   has   eliminatec1  * 
the  city  tax  on  theater  admissions  tc 
all  men  in  uniform.     Hugh  G.  Mar-'fr 
tin,  owner  of  the  Port,  petitioned  the  cl 
commissioners  to  concede  this  cour 
tesy  to  men  in  service. 


Jackson,  Tenn. — J.  R.  McEachron 
city  manager  for  Malco  Theaters 
has  announced  that  aviation  air  ca 
dets  in  local  tiaing  schools  and  then 
"dates"  will  be  admitted  at  the  Para: 
mount  and  State  for  half-price. 


■ 


Cantor  Reporting  to  RKO  \ 
As  Writer-Producer-Star 


■ 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAIL1 

Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  report; 
immediately  to  RKO  Radio  to  stan 
work  on  a  picture,  still  untitled 
which  he  will  write  and  produce  anc 
in  which  he  will  appear.  Cantor'; 
film  will  comprise  a  history  of  th( 
vaudeville  and  entertainment  busi 
ness  in  America  from  the  turn  of  th< 
century    to    the    Ziegfeld    "Follies.' 


riday,  April  2,  1943 
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"Tahiti  Honey" 

with   Simone   Simon,   Dennis  O'Keefe 
^public  69  Mins. 

MUSICAL  MOMENTS  PROVIDE  THE 
HIEF  ENTERTAINMENT  IN  THIS  MILD 
!pT>UCTION. 

"Tahiti  Honey"  will  never  sweeten 
e  w„x-office.  It  is  a  weak  trifle  that  will 
ve  to  depend  upon  whatever  drawing  pow- 
the  name  of  Simone  Simon  possesses. 
ie  story  carries  little  conviction  in  a  story 
at  is  thin  and  not  very  interesting.  Except 
spots,  the  acting  helps  little  to  advance 
e  film's  chances.  The  musical  content 
pplies  most  of  the  entertainment — that 
d  a  funny  sequence  or  two. 
The  action  concerns  the  trials  and  tribu- 
-ions  of  a  band  led  by  Dennis  O'Keefe,  a 
y  lad  with  an  eye  constantly  on  guard 
r  a  pretty  gal.  The  film  opens  in  Tahiti 
ortly  before  Pearl  Harbor.  The  band  is 
-anded  there  with  Miss  Simon,  a  French- 
nerican  warbler.  When  the  boys  return  to 
e  States  O'Keefe  takes  the  girl  along 
ainst  the  wishes  of  the  others.  The  fel- 
■v,  in  love  with  the  gal,  wins  them  over 
cooking  up  a  yarn  about  a  Navy  sweet- 
art  who  is  waiting  for  her  back  home. 
The  band  makes  the  grade  after  a  lot  of 
.couragements,  and  the  romance  between 
.  iss  Simon  and  O'Keefe  progresses  to  a 
ppy  conclusion  after  a  misunderstanding 
re  and  there  along  the  line.  O'Keefe's 
)blem  is  to  keep  the  others  believing  in 
B  existence  of  the  imaginary  sweetheart. 
■  has  a  difficult  time  keeping  up  the 
ception,  but  everything  is  worked  out 
•isfactorily.  The  temptation  to  put  O'Keefe 
a  uniform  at  the  end  has  not  been  re- 
ted. 

John  H.  Auer  has  not  done  his  best  as 
.ociate  producer  and  director,  although 
has  succeeded  to  a  degree  in  imparting 
fitness  to  the  proceedings,  which  stem 
m  a  screenplay  by  Lawrence  Kimble, 
iderick  Kohner  and  H.  W.  Hanemann 
;ed  on  a  yarn  by  the  middle  man  of  the 
jmvirate.  A  number  of  songs  by  Charles 
wman  and  Lew  Pollack  help  a  bit. 
(ZAST:  Simone  Simon,  Dennis  O'Keefe, 
chael  Whalen,  Lionel  Stander,  Wally 
rnon,  Tom  Seidel,  Dan  Seymour,  Tommye 
lams. 

ZREDITS:    Associate    Producer,    John    H. 

er;   Director,   John    H.   Auer;   Screenplay. 

vrence  Kimble,  Frederick  Kohner,  H.  W. 

nemann;    Based    on    story    by    Frederick 

^ner;  Cameraman,  Jack  Marta; 

,n  Editor,  Richard  Van   Enger;  Art  Direc- 

Russell  Kimball;  Musical  Director,  Mor- 

Scott;    Songs,    Charles    Newman,    Lew 

lack. 

DIRECTION,       Fair.         PHOTOGRAPHY, 

ay- 


sp.  to  Shoot  "Seabees" 
irade  at  Camp  Endicott 


Republic  will  begin  shooting  back- 
rand  material  for  "The   Fighting 
j^ibees,"  feature  based  on  the  Naval 
istruction  Units,  Sunday,  at  Camp 
idicott,  Davisville,  R.  I.    The  Sea- 
r   s  will  march  in  review  for  Sec- 
;  ary  of  the  Navy  Frank  B.  Knox, 
«r  Admiral  Ben  Moreell,  and  other 
:,  h  Navy  officials.   Herbert  J.  Yates 
i  M.  J.  Siegel  of  Republic  will  be 
sent. 


"Hitler — Dead  or 
Alive" 

with  Ward   Bond,  Dorothy  Tree, 

Warren    Hymer 

Ben  Judell  70  Mins. 

AUDIENCES  THAT  ARE  NOT  PARTICU- 
LAR SHOULD  BE  ENTERTAINED  BY  THIS 
EXPLOITATION     PICTURE. 

The  idea  around  which  this  film  is  built 
should  serve  as  a  strong  box-office  lure. 
That  its  possibilities  have  not  been  realized 
to  the  full  is  unfortunate.  The  picture  has 
lost  much  by  its  implausibility  and  too  heavy 
reliance  upon  obvious  and  shabby  material. 
The  mood  wavers  between  comedy  and 
melodrama,  and  at  times  the  action,  which 
is  more  than  plentiful,  skids  pretty  close 
to  burlesque.  The  production  seems  to 
have  been  deliberately  fashioned  to  the 
tastes  of  audiences  not  too  fussy  about  their 
entertainment.  On  this  premise  the  weak- 
nesses of  "Hitler — Dead  or  Alive"  assume 
little  importance.  A  picture  that  lends  it- 
self to  exploitation  as  readily  as  this  one 
can  risk  a  lot  of  defects. 

The  yarn  concerns  three  American  gang- 
sters who  make  their  way  to  Germany  to 
capture  Hitler  on  a  $1,000,000  offer.  With 
the  aid  of  a  German  girl  who  hates  Nazism, 
they  finally  catch  up  with  the  German  head 
man,  but  they  have  to  pay  with  their  lives 
for  the  privilege.  The  story  takes  an  ironic 
turn  when  Hitler  is  killed  by  his  own  men, 
who  fail  to  recognize  him  without  his  mus- 
tache, which  has  been  shaven  off  by  the 
head  of  the  gangster  trio  in  search  of  a 
lip  scar  that  identifies  the  real  Fuehrer.  To 
explain  this  sequence  the  film  makes  much 
of  the  thought  that  Hitler  might  have  a 
double  or  two. 

Produced  by  Ben  Judell  with  a  sharp  eye 
to  the  exploitation  possibilities  of  the  sub- 
ject, "Hitler — Dead  or  Alive,"  has  been 
directed  by  Nick  Grinde  in  routine  fashion 
but  with  plenty  of  movement.  Sam  Neuman 
and  Karl  Brown  pounded  out  the  screenplay 
form   a  yarn   by   the   former. 

The  acting  is  adequate  for  the  purposes 
of  a  film  of  this  sort.  The  gangster  leader 
is  played  vigorously  by  Ward  Bond.  His 
partners  are  enacted  by  Warren  Hymer  and 
Paul  Fix.  Dorothy  Tree  is  the  German  girl 
who  helps  the  trio.  Bob  Watson  is  the 
Hitler.  Other  prominent  roles  are  taken 
by  Russell  Hicks,  Felix  Basch,  Bruce  Ed- 
wards,   George   Sorel. 

CAST:  Ward  Bond,  Dorothy  Tree,  Warren 
Hymer,  Paul  Fix,  Russell  Hicks,  Felix  Basch, 
Bob  Watson,  Bruce  Edwards,  Frederick  Gier- 
mann,  Kenneth  Harlan,  Faye  Wall,  George 
Sorel,  Myra  Marsh,  Eddie  Coke,  Jack  Gard- 
ner. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ben  Judell;  Associate 
Producer,  Herman  Webber;  Director,  Nick 
Grinde;  Secretary,  Karl  Brown,  Sam  Neu- 
man; Based  on  story  by  Sam  Neuman. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 

Kiwanis  Sees  Metro  Short 

Metro's  "Plan  for  Destruction," 
America  Speaks  series  short,  was 
screened  for  the  Kiwanis  Club  at  its 
Hotel  McAlpin  luncheon  yesterday. 
Arthur  DeBra  of  the  MPPDA  spoke. 


Fla.  Drive-in  Reopens 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  —  Lights  have 
gone  on  again  at  the  Drive-In  The- 
ater, closed  since  January  as  a  result 
of  the  pleasure-driving  ban. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Community  Sing" 

(No.  8— Series   7) 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Okay 

Plenty  of  lilting  melody  is  con- 
tained in  this  latest  of  the  Commun- 
ity Sing  series.  The  inclusion  of  a 
number  of  old  favorites  helps  to 
bolster  the  appeal  of  the  short,  in 
which  Don  Baker  handles  the  organ 
assignment.  Featured  are  the  fol- 
lowing tunes:  "McNamara's  Band," 
"If  I  Didn't  Care,"  "You  Are  My 
Sunshine,"  "June  in  January," 
"Angels  of  Mercy."  The  last  named 
is  the  song  Irving  Berlin  dedicated 
to  the  Red  Cross. 


"Hollywood   Daredevils" 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M-G-M  9   mins. 

Thrills  and  Humor 

Just  South  of  the  border,  down 
Mexico  way,  is  Ensenada  Beach. 
Pete  Smith  has  toted  his  cameras 
there  to  visit  the  "lair"  of  stunt 
man  Harry  Woolman.  Latter  and 
his  colleagues  give  hair-raising  ex- 
hibitions in  motor  cars  and  on  mo- 
torcycles. Woven  in  are  many  laugh 
situations.  Plenty  of  action  pre- 
vails throughout,  and  the  Smith  nar- 
ration is  characteristically  amusing. 
Fans  in  all  situations  will  like  this 
combo  of  thrills  and  humor. 


"Ski  Soldiers" 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Fine 

Plenty  of  interest  attaches  to  this 
film  showing  the  training  of  our  ski 
soldiers.  In  a  Rocky  Mountain  set- 
ting the  men  are  put  through  all 
the  tricks  that  a  ski  fighter  must 
master  before  he  can  prove  his  use- 
fulness. The  sight  of  the  men  doing 
their  stuff  is  thrilling  and  most  en- 
tertaining. The  way  the  lads  re- 
spond to  the  expert  tutoring  of  Staff 
Sergeant  Walter  Prager,  ski  champ, 
is  amazing.  The  photography  en- 
hances the  value  of  the  subject.  Bill 
Stern   does   the   commentary. 


"Bravo,   Mr.  Strauss" 

(Madcap   Models) 

Paramount  7  mins. 

Good 

For  his  latest  subject  George  Pal 
takes  us  to  Vienna,  where  he  lets  a 
statue  of  the  Strauss  of  "The  Blue 
Danube"  fame  come  to  life.  After 
leading  the  army  of  occupation  to 
its  death  in  the  waters  of  the  river 
to  the  strains  of  his  immortal  song, 
the  composed  restores  Vienna  to  its 
old  glory,  then  goes  back  to  being 
a  statue.  The  film,  in  Technicolor, 
is    a    pleasant   booking. 

Carol  Frink  on  Chi.  Sun 

Chicago  —  Carol  Frink  is  now 
movie  editor  of  the  Chicago  Sun. 
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OFIH  Plays  14,350 
Houses  for  Record 


All-time  record  for  number  of  the- 
aters to  play  a  feature  is  claimed 
by  Warners  on  "One  Foot  in 
Heaven,"  which  has  totalled  14,350 
individual  theater  bookings  to  date 
in  the  U.  S.  alone — and  still  has  a 
few  houses  on  its  possibility  list. 

This  number  of  houses  includes 
hundreds  of  competitive  accounts  and 
theaters  that  never  played  a  War- 
ner picture  before  but  arranged  to 
show  "Heaven"  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  churchmen  and  because  of  its 
good-will  value.  Reports  from  the 
company's  branch  offices  indicate 
that  the  picture  has  been  shown  in 
"at  least  one  theater  in  every  town 
that  has  a  church  and  a  theater." 

In  some  towns,  the  picture  played 
every  local  house  regardless  of  which 
distributors  had  the  account  on  a 
regular  basis.  Bookings  were  par- 
ticularly heavy  throughout  the  South 
and  Midwest,  with  every  branch  re- 
porting that  "Heaven"  set  a  new 
record  for  coverage — not  excepting 
GWTW. 

Counting  repeat  engagements, 
which  have  been  comparatively  few, 
"Heaven"  has  chalked  up  close  to 
15,000  playdates  so  far,  and  although 
the  picture  is  not  among  the  com- 
pany's biggest  grossers,  both  the 
sales  department  and  the  studio  feel 
it  has  been  worth  millions  to  the 
company  in  good-will  created  among 
filmgoers,  exhibitors,  churches,  edu- 
cational groups  and  others. 


20th-Fox  Sending  1943-44 
Features  Into  Production 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — With  production  for 
the  current  season  virtually  out  of 
the  way,  20th-Fox  is  focussing  its 
attention  on  product  for  1943-1944. 
The  studio  has  placed  into  production 
four  more  films  on  next  season's  pro- 
gram. They  are  "The  Song  of  Ber- 
nadette,"  "I  Escaped  from  Hong 
Kong,"  "Roger  Touhy,  the  Last  Gang- 
ster," "Four  Jills  in  a  Jeep."  Start- 
ing in  April  is  a  group  of  six  which 
will  include  "Holv  Matrimony," 
"Claudia,"  "The  Girls  He  Left  Be- 
hind Him,"  "By  Jupiter."  Pencilled 
in  for  May  starts  are  "Guadalcanal 
Diary,"  and  "Pin-up  Girl." 

It  is  understood  the  company  will 
boost  its  budget  for  the  1943-1944 
program. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


DELMO      LARISON,      assistant,      Music      Hall, 

Seattle. 
WILLIAM    MARITA,   ad  sales   manager,    Republic, 

Seattle. 
ED    NICKODEN,    manager,   Vogue,    Chicago. 
HARRY  BROWN,   manager,   Devon,   Chicago. 
DICK    ZELLAR,    manager,    Lamar,    Chicago. 
AL    TRUESDALE,    manager,    Irving,    Chicago. 
HERMAN  SEDLACK,  manager,  Hamilton,  Chicago. 
FRANCIS    BUCKLES,    manager,    Frolic,    Chicago. 
CHRIS    DEMOS,    manager,    Capitol,    Chicago. 
EARL    MAY,    manager,    Highland,    Chicago. 
REINHOLD    FISKE,    manager,   Ogden,    Chicago. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•      •      •     Introducing   Interesting    Personalities     •      •      • 

CHARLES  EINFELD.  Director  of  advertising  and  publicity  for  Warner  Bros. 
Born  Oct.  25,  1901,  in  New  York.  Attended  public  schools,  prep  school, 
Columbia  University.  Started  in  film  business  about  20  years  ago.  With  First 
National  for  10  years.  Elevated  to  present  post  following  the  WB-FN  merger. 
Works  closely  with  company  prexy  H.  M.  Warner.  Entrusted  with  widest 
authority,  yet  democratic  enough  to  be  just  Charlie  to  everybody.  A  dynamo 
of  energy.  Has  machine-gun  mind  for  ideas.  Keeps  in  touch  with  every  form 
of  public  activity,  from  bunion  derbies  to  international  politics.  Has  a  finger 
on  the  pulse  of  today  and  an  eye  on  the  horizon  of  tomorrow.  Abhors  red  tape. 
Can  sift  irrelevant  detail  from  pertinent  material  with  amazing  dexterity.  His 
memory  for  useful  facts,  names  and  faces  is  sometimes  uncanny.  Sense  of 
humor  is  terrific.  Though  keeping  in  the  background, 
his  influence  in  direction  of  company  affairs  is  vast. 
With  reason,  he's  been  called  a  one-man  "brain  trust." 
When  studio  officials  disagree  over  a  story,  casting  assign- 
ment or  other  vital  point  in  production,  they  go  to  see 
Charlie  and  take  his  advice.  Stars  gravitate  to  him  with 
their  problems,  business  and  personal,  and  come  away 
happier.  His  advertising  and  publicity  boys,  after  listening 
to  one  of  his  periodical  round-table  talks,  feel  like  re- 
charged batteries.  Editors  and  newspapermen  in  general 
find  him  a  stimulating  force  as  well  as  a  news  source.  Has 
a  sound  philosophy  about  the  industry.  Believes  the  screen 
has  a  bigger  responsibility  than  merely  to  make  people 
laugh.  Especially  in  a  crisis.  Wants  to  see  film  business 
kept  on  a  plane  that  makes  him  proud  to  be  part  of  it. 
Married  to  the  former  May  Band.  Has  a  son  and  two 
daughters.    Chief  hobbies:  golf  and  tennis. 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

LT.  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL,  AAF,  formerly  B  &  K 

State,   Chicago,   with   the   DFC. 
LT.    JOHN     T.     BENT,     AAF,     formerly     Eastman 

Kodak  chemist,  with  Oak  Leaf  Cluster,  added 

to    his    Air    Medal. 
STAFF   SERGT.   DONALD   BEVAN,   AAF,   formerly 

Paramount,     Springfield,     Mass.,     with     Air 

Medal. 


*  ARMY  * 


B.  M.  MONTEE,  manager  Plaza,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

LOU  SLIVINSKI,  assistant,  Capitol,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 

MARVIN    FOX,    manager   Coliseum,    Seattle. 

CLYDE  STROUT,   manager  Blue   Mouse,   Seattle. 

ROSSE  WHEELER  of  De  Luxe  lab.,  son  of  Sam 
Wheeler,  20th-Fox  Washington  branch  man- 
ager. 

HERBERT  BRAMSON,  20th-Fox  studio,  to  Fort 
Douglas. 

FAYARD  NICHOLAS  of  Nicholas  Brothers  dance 
team,  to  Fort  MacArthur. 

TOM  VAUGHN,  staff  Loew-Poli,  Hartford,  Conn. 

HAROLD  E.  BATHOLOW,  exhibitor,  Sugar  Creek, 
O. 

LEO  GUILD,  who  joined  the  Warner  Bros,  studio 
publicity  department  several  months  ago 
from  New  York,  will  be  inducted  into  the 
armed   forces  on   April   29. 

A.  R.  ELLINOR,  JR.,  manager,  State,  Cocoa,  Fla. 

KURT    WOLF,    staff,    Chicago,    Chicago. 

RALPH  BEAUBINE,  assistant,  Northtown,  Chi- 
cago. 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

ANCELO  TOMASINO,  staff,  White  Way  and  Vic- 
tory,   New    Haven,    Con. 


*  WAACS  * 

MILDRED    M.    BEAUDET,    cashier    Scenic,    Pitts- 
field,    N.    H. 

*  WAVES  * 

VERONICA    DYER,    staff    Loew-Poli,    Worcester, 
Mass. 

*  MARINES  AUXILIARY  * 

AGNES    PLESH,    Warner    circuit    secretary,    Pitti- 
burgh. 


*  PROMOTIONS  * 

NAVY 

JOE  KASMINA,  Loew-Poli,  Worcester,  Mass.,  to 
chitf    petty    officer. 

ARMY 

GEORGE  MORTIMER,  American,  Pittston,  Pa., 
to  pfc,   Medical   Dept. 

JOE  BARCANSKY,  Warners,  New  Haven,  to 
corporal,  Air  Forces. 

WILLIAM  A.  MIKOLOWSKY,  son  of  operator 
of  Rex  and  liberty,  Masontown,  Pa.,  to 
cadet   flight  lieutenant,   Air   Forces. 

JOHN  DeBENEDETTO,  Loew-Poli,  New  Haven, 
to  sergeant. 

SERGT.  ESSER  GOLDSTEIN,  USA,  Western  Massa- 
chusetts Theaters,  Springfield,  Mass.,  to 
technician,   third   class. 

SERGT.  DONALD  BEVAN,  AAF,  Paramount, 
Springfield,    Mass.,   to  staff  sergeant. 

CORP.  DANIEL  SCHWARTZ,  USA,  assistant 
Strand,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  to  technical  sergeant. 

MARINES 
SCT.    RAY    E.    SHARP,    Clobe,    Scranton,   Pa.,    to 

crew  chief,   USMC  aviation. 
JOHN    DOMBI,    Brooklawn,    Fairfield,    Conn.,    to 

technical    corporal. 

*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  * 

WILLIAM  ZE1LOR,  manager,  J.  P.  Harris,  Pitts- 
burgh,  at   Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

KENNETH  RYAN,  son  of  Charles  Ryan,  Warner 
theater    exec,    Chicago. 

*  COAST  GUARD  * 

ROBERT  HARNED,  operator  of  Empire,  Sellers- 
burg,   Ind. 

*  NAVY  * 

LEONARD    RAATZ,    salesman   20th-Fox,    Seattle. 


"Front"  Midnight  Premieres 

Minneapolis — "At  the  Front,"  be- 
ing distributed  by  Warners  for  the 
WAC,  was  introduced  to  Northwest- 
ern audiences  as  the  star  attraction 
at  a  series  of  "midnight  premieres" 
in  14  cities  of  the  Minneapolis  ex- 
change area. 


WB  Tapering  OK 
Quota  of  War  Pix 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

stages,  "Saratoga  Trunk"  and  "The 
Animal  Kingdom"  are  strictly  non- 
war,  while  "This  is  the  Army"  is 
as  much  a  musical  revue  as  a  war- 
picture,  and  "To  the  Last  ATfi" 
deals  with  sabotage.  j 

Only  three  of  the  dozen  stories'-frow 
in  active  preparation  are  about  the 
war — "In  Our  Time,"  epic  of  a  Polish 
flier,  "The  Time  Between,"  the  Gale 
Wilhelm  novel  and  "Passage  to  Mar- 
seille," whereas  musicals,  comedies 
and  dramas  dominate  the  list.  Same  4 
applies  to  about  a  dozen  other  screen 
properties  announced  as  studio  ori-4 
ginals  or  acquired  in  book  or  play 
form. 

With  enough  product  finished  or 
in  work  to  carry  it  through  at  least 
another  full  season,  plus  sufficient 
story  properties  to  last  considerably 
beyond  that  time,  future  Warner 
bidding  on  war  yarns  is  expected  to 
be  limited  to  stories  in  which  the,^ 
war  angle  is  secondary  to  the  basic 
dramatic  values. 


Wilmington  Papers  Cut 
Weekly  Page  to  a  Half 

Wilmington,  Del.  ■ —  The  News- 
Journal,  which  for  some  years  has 
devoted  a  full  page  on  Thursday  tc 
a  review  of  coming  attractions  al  . 
circuit  and  independent  theaters,  be- 
gan an  experiment  in  using  but  £ 
half  page  (four  full  columns)  lasl 
week.  Readers  are  cut  to  a  mini-  ^ 
mum  but  each  theater  is  given  eithei  j 
one-column  or  two-column  scene  mat 
the  size  depending  on  the  value  oJ 
the  attraction.  Although  the  News 
Journal  papers  announced  an  in- 
crease of  one  cent  an  agate  line  ef 
fective  as  of  March  1,  this  increas* 
did  not  apply  to  theater  copy,  whos< 
rate  is  unchanged. 


Jack  White  in  AAFTTC 

St.    Petersburg,    Fla.  —  Pvt.    Jacll3 
White,  veteran  Hollywood  produce; 
and  director,  is  now  a  physical  in 
structor  with  the  Army  Air  Force; 
Technical  Training  Command  here,  i 


Saxton  Back  in  Hospital 

William  K.  Saxton,  city  manage 
for  Loew's  Theaters  in  Baltimore 
who  recently  returned  from  Sina 
Hospital  has  re-entered  for  a  second 
kidney  operation. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Chicago — Variety  Club  will  sponsor  a  3C 
minute  radio  broadcast,  over  WBBM,  CB 
outlet,  Sunday  evenings  starting  April  ' 
from  the  clubrooms  in  the  Blackstone  Hote 
Object  is  to  promote  enlistment  of  WAAC 
and  WAVES.  Guest  artists  will  be  feature 
on  the  program. 


F'LE  COPY 


intimate  in  Character 
nternational  in  Scope 
ndependent    in    Thought 
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DP  A  Nixes  Preferred  Mileage  for  Pic  Salesmen 


THE  WEEK  ITS 
REVIEW 

\or  Essential 


By    L.    H.    MITCHELL 


'ROJECTIONISTS:  Advisory  com- 
ttee  to  the  WMC  told  IA  reps,  at 
iring  on  request  for  military  de- 
ment for  projectionists  that  they 
re  not  essential  as  a  class;  that  in- 
ldual  cases  were  up  to  the  local 
rft  boards.  WMC  previously,  in 
're  from  Collis  Stocking  to  Abram 
Myers,  urged  projectionists  to  re- 
.in  in  their  present  jobs. 


PRODUCTION:  Twentieth  Cen- 
y-Fox  will  make  40  features  in 
13-44,  with  25  per  cent  of  that 
mber  being  in  Technicolor.  .  .  . 
public  will  soon  start  its  most 
bitious  production,  "The  Fighting 
abees,"  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000  and 
1  spend  $200,000  in  promoting  it 
UA  announced  that  15  produ- 
■s  would  make  pictures  for  it  dur- 
;  the  1943-44  season. 


rHIS  AND  THAT:  Paramount 
Si  wipe  out  all  its  bank  loans.  Ap- 
1  late  Division  upheld  Para,  execs, 
payments  to  Browne  and  Bioff  to 
?vent  strike  being  called  .  Frank 
lmore,     long     prexy     of     Actors 

uity,  died MPTOA  will  meet 

J   exhib.    problems    May    4    and    5 

Claude  R.  Collins,  newsreel  co- 

.linator  for  WAC,  absolved  news- 

■ls     of     faking     war     scenes    ... 

eater  collections  for  the  Red  Cross 

r  fund  started  the  latter  part  of 

!  week.  .  .     Para.,  its  subsidiaries 

I  affiliates  gave  the  Red  Cross  a 

)0,000    check.  .  .  .     Labor-manage- 

nt  committee  at  the  Coast  studios 

s  asured  when  33  producers  gave 

;  the    green    light ....    Edward    L. 

person    presented    the    $1,625,000 

JW  check  to  the  President's  War 

lief   Control   Board....    Standard 

I    Poore's    predicted    110,000,000 

ekly  film  theater  attendance  this 

*r,  with  b.o.  receipts  climbing.  .  .  . 

Alexander  Korda  is  expected  to 

I  his  interest  in  United  Artists  to 

company ....     Chase    National 

lk  dispbses  of  its  block  of  105,000 

ires  of  20th-Fox  common . 


Refusal  of  Rodqers' 
Request  Will  Arrive 
In  New  York  Today 


Washington    Bureau,    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — William  F.  Rodgers, 
M-G-M  sales  manager,  should  re- 
ceive today  a  letter  from  OPA  out- 
lining that  agency's  attitude  toward 
the  problem  of  obtaining  preferred 
mileage  for  film  salesmen.  He  ap- 
peared before  rationing  authorities 
here  March  23  to  state  the  case  of 
the  film  salesmen,  urging  that  extra 
mileage  be  allowed  them  in  order  to 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ansell  Drafts  Sub 
Duals  Resolution 


St.  Louis — Louis  K.  Ansell  of  the 
Ansell  Brothers  Circuit  and  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, MPTO  of  St.  Louis, 
Eastern  Missouri  and  Southern  Illi- 
nois, has  been  named  chairman  of  a 
special  committee  to  draft  a  substi- 
tute resolution  for  limited  elimina- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Loew's  Reported  Eyeing 
Second  Syracuse  House 


Syracuse — Loew's,  now  repre- 
sented here  by  the  State,  is  reported 
eyeing  a  second  Main  Stem  location, 
with  the  Strand,  two  blocks  down 
the  street,  mentioned. 

Strand,  at  one  time  was  a  Warner 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


R.  C.  Drive  Here  to 
Establish  a  Record 

Red  Cross  War  Fund  theater  col- 
lections in  the  New  York  exchange 
area  are  so  generous  that  the  week's 
drive  undoubtedly  will  see  a  new  high 
set  locally,  it  was  said  over  the  week- 
end by  Fred  Schwartz. 

Meanwhile,  while  figures  were 
lacking,  reports  from  the  field — espe- 
cially from  the  keys — were  equally 
encouraging.  First  figures  may  be 
available  by  night,   it  was  said. 

Red  Cross  benefit  show  takes  place 
tonight  at  Madison  Square  Garden. 


Film  Allotments 
For  Present  Quarter 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Film  footage  allot- 
ments for  the  present  quarter  pro- 
posed at  the  Industry  Advisory  Com- 
mittee meeting  two  weeks  ago  have 
been  adopted  without  change,  in  a 
new  amendment  to  WPB's  film  order 
L-178,    which    appeared    Friday   but 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


HVC  Issues  Report  on 
Players'  War  Activities 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Participation  of  mo- 
tion picture  personalities  in  war  ac- 
tivities, under  the  auspices  of  the 
Hollywood  Victory  Committee  was 
greater  during  the  first  quarter  of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Ask  Aussie  Ceiling  Delay 

Majors  Want  60  Days  in  Which  to  File  Briefs 


"Next  of  Kin"  Previews 
Tomorrow  in  31  Cities 


Simultaneous  previews  of  "The 
Next  of  Kin"  in  31  exchange  centers 
will  be  held  tomorrow  by  Universal. 
It  is  expected  that  more  than  6,000 
exhibitors  will  attend  the  previews 
which  also  will  be  attended  by  lead- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


The  American  film  companies  have 
petitioned  the  Australian  minister 
in  Washington  to  grant  them  60  days 
in  which  to  file  briefs  relative  to  the 
ceiling  on  film  rentals  which  have 
become  effective  in  Australia  on 
April  9.  A  request  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  ceiling  previously  was 
denied. 

Under  the  ruling,  films  are  to  be 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Market  Demands  to  Rule, 
Says  Einfeld;  Budget  Will 
Be  Elastic;  Peak  Ad  Coin 


FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 
By  LOU  PELEGRINE 

That  Warners  will  not  commit  it- 
self to  a  production  program  of  any 
specified  size  for  next  season  was 
disclosed  by  Charles  Einfeld,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  the  company's 
advertising  and  publicity  activities, 
upon  his  arrival  from  the  Coast  on 
Friday.  The  company  will  be  gov- 
erened  by  the  demands  of  the  mar- 
ket in  planning  its  releasing  schedule 
for  1943-1944,  the  executive  said. 

Einfeld  indicated  that  the  scope 
of  the  program  would  be  flexible  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Farm  Area  Theaters 
Get  Advertising  Aid 


A  move  to  help  exhibitors  in  the 
Central  Washington  agricultural 
area,  where  grosses  have  dipped  for 
various  reasons,  may  spread  to  other 
territories. 

One  major  company  is  allowing 
exhibitors  a  certain  amount  of  money 
for  newspaper  advertising  on  its 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Momand  Defendants  Cite 
Statute  of  Limitations 


Oklahoma  City — Attorneys  for  the 
defendant  producers,  distributors 
and  Griffith  interests  in  the  $4,950,- 
000  A.  B.  Momand  anti-trust  action, 
have  filed  a  94-page  consolidated 
request  for  findings  of  fact,  with 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Warners  Asking  50% 
Deal  for  "Air  Force" 

Warners  selling  policy  for  "Air 
Force"  is  understood  to  call  for 
percentage  deals  on  terms  of  50  per 
cent,  placing  it  in  the  top  bracket. 
Pic  went  into  general  release  in  late 
March. 


DAILY 


Monday,  April  5,  1943 


Vol.  83 

N 

).  64        Mon. 

April  5 

1943 

10  Cents 

JOHN 

w 

ALICOATE 

Publisher 

DONALD 

M.    MERSEREAU 

General 

Manager 

CHESTER  B.  BAHN      ::::::     Editor 


Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundayi  and 
Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc.  J.  W. 
Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher;  Donald  M. 
Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Entered  as 
second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938,  at  the 
post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscriber  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway 
New  York.  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117, 
9-7118,  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address: 
Filmday,   New   York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  520  Third  St.  N.W.,  Phone  District  1253. 
LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film 
Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St.,  W.  I.  PARIS— 
P.  A.  Harle,  Le  Film,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
HAVANA — Mary  Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes 
214.  HONOLULU  —  Eileen  O'Brien. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco-Aurelio  Galindo,  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico,  D.   F. 


FINANCIAL 


(April  2) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

15%     15%     15%  +     % 
)  1634     16i/4     1634  _     i/4 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Ficts.  vtc.  (2V2% 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak     

do    pfd 

Gen.      Prec.      Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

Paramount     

Para.   1   pf.  called   M 

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do     pfd 


1%        1%       1%      

147/8       143/4       14%    —      l/4 

I6U/2   160y4  160%  —     i/4 


201/4  193/4  201/4  +       l/4 

553/4  551/2  551/2  —  11/2 

24i/4  233/4  24  —     1/4 

166%  16534  1653/4  —  31/2 


7i/8  71 

80 1/2  8OV2  — 

205/s     1934  20%  — 

311/z     3iy4  3U/2    + 


73/8 
80% 


123/4     12%     12%  —     14 


NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.    B'way   3s55    .  .  .    7534     74%     74%  —     % 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56   104%   104%   104%      

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102%   1023/8   102%   +     % 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 2  2  2  

Radio-Keith  cvs 1  %       1%       1%      

Sonotone   Corp 3%       3%       3%      

Technicolor     10%     10%      10%—     % 

Trans-Lux     234       23,4       234  —     % 

Universal   Corp.  vtc.  .    18%     173^     18%      

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 67%     703/8 


WANTED 

Accountant- — Motion  Picture  Experience — 
Assume  full  responsibility  home  office 
and  branch  accounting — Work  in  Pitts- 
burgh— Capable  preparing  monthly  finan- 
cial   statements.      Write — 

Box  137  THE    FILM    DAILY 

1501  B'way  N.  Y.  C. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  B 

Picture   and   Distributor  Theater 

Air    Force    (Warner  Bros.    Pictures) — 10th    week Hollywood 

The    Human    Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 6th    week Astor 

The    Hard    Way     (Warner    Bros.     Pictures) — 4th    week Strand 

It    Ain't     Hay     (Universal     Pictures) — 4th     week Criterion 

Our   Lady   of   Paris    (Hirliman    Florida    Productions) — 4th   week Little   Carnegie 

Keeper    of    the    Flame     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 3rd    week Music    Hall 

The    Moon     is    Down     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 2nd    week Rivoli 

Happy-Go-Lucky    (Paramount   Pictures — 2nd   week     Paramount 

Hello,    Frisco,    Hello    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 2nd    week Roxy 

The    Powers    Girl    (United   Artists) — 2nd   week Loew's    State 

They   Got   Me    Covered    (RKO    Radio-Samuel    Goldwyn)     (a-b) Palace 

The   Falcon   Strikes   Back    (RKO    Radio   Pictures)     (a) Palace 

Hitler — Dead     or    Alive Globe 

Slightly      Dangerous      (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) Capitol 

Air     Raid     Wardens      (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) Rialto 

Cheyenne    Roundup    (Universal    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

The    Payoff    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.)— Opens    tomorrow     (a) New    York 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Tu   M'Ami— lo  T'Amo    (J.    H.   Hoffberg   Co.)— 6th   week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

The    Last   Will    of    Dr.    Mabuse    (Samuel    Krellberg)— 3rd    week World 

The  Diary  of  a  Nazi   (Artkino  Pictures) — 2nd  week Stanley 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Edge    of    Darkness    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — April    9 Strand 

Flight  for  Freedom    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)— April   15    (?) Music   Hall 

China      (Paramount     Pictures) — April     21 Paramount 

Something    to    Shout    About    (Columbia    Pictures) — April    7     (?) Criterion 

The    Heart    of   a    Nation    (A.    F.    E.    Corp.)— April    7 Abbey 

Desert    Victory     (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — April     14 Globe 

Hangmen    Also     Die     (United    Artists)      (c) Capitol 

Dixie     Dugan      (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — April     8 Palace 

The    Isle    of    Passion    (Maya    Films)     (c) World 

Cyandev  of   India    (Ram    Bagai)    (c) Little   Carnegie 

Sunny   Sunberg   (Europa   Films) — April    10 48th   St.   Theater 

(a)    Dual  bill,      (b)    Subsequent  run.      (c>    Follows  current  bill. 


Beetson  of  MPPDA  Due 
For  Parleys  on  Apr.  9 


Fred  Beetson,  executive  head  of 
the  West  Coast  office  of  the  MPPDA 
and  recently  named  Western  co- 
ordinator for  the  WAC,  will  arrive 
here  April  9  for  conferences  with 
WAC   and   MPPDA   officials. 

Beetson  will  accompany  Charles 
Francis  Coe  to  Detroit  when  the 
MPPDA  general  counsel  addresses 
the  Optimists'  Club  on  April  14. 

Coe  goes  to  Hollywood  on  April  17. 


Jackson  Buys  One-Third 
Interest  in  Stone  Prod. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  — -  Frederick  Jackson, 
playwright  and  scenarist,  has  ac- 
quired a  third  interest  in  Andrew 
Stone  Productions  which  is  making 
"High  Diddle  Diddle"  for  United 
Artists  release. 

Stone's  other  partner  is  Edward 
Finney. 


Eastman's  Stockholders 
Meeting  Set  for  Apr.  27 


Rochester — Annual  meeting  of 
Eastman  Kodak  stockholders  will  be 
held  on  April  27. 


Portland  Subsequents 
Advance  Price  Scales 


Portland,  Ore.  —  Admission  price 
increase  to  35  cents  by  subsequents 
and  surburban  theaters  has  not  ad- 
versely   affected    attendance. 


Says  Probe  Will  Reveal 
Pressure  on  Films,  Radio 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Revealing  disclo- 
sures of  Government  pressure  on  the 
film  and  radio  industries  will  result 
from  the  investigation  of  a  number 
of  Government  agencies  now  under 
way,  Rep.  Fred  Bradley,  R.,  Mich., 
asserted  Friday.  Bradley  is  con- 
vinced that  these  two  industries 
have  "knuckled  under"  to  New  Deal 
pressure,  although  he  is  careful  to 
say  that  "they  are  not  to  blame, 
they  don't  have  a  chance;  these  in- 
vestigations will  show  how  pressure 
is  put  on  them  to  make  them  play 
the   game." 

Bradley  mentioned  specifically  the 
Cox  investigation  of  the  FCC  and  the 
Smith  Committee,  which  has  carte 
blanche  to  investigate  any  Govern- 
ment agency  it  wishes  to   study. 


3,517  IATSE  Members 
Now  in  Armed  Forces 


Latest  tabulation  shows  3,517 
members  of  the  IATSE  in  the  armed 
forces  of  the  nation. 


"Fala"  in  Doggy  Preview 

"Fala,"  Metro  short  starring  the 
President's  canine  pet,  was  previewed 
at  the  National  Press  Club,  Wash- 
ington, for  400  newspapermen  and 
capital   dignitaries  last  week. 


"Boys"   in   Technicolor 

"Something  for  the  Boys,"  the 
Michael  Todd  show  the  screen  rights 
to  which  set  20th-Fox  back  $305,000, 
will  be  produced  as  a  Technicolor 
special. 


RCA  Declares  87  V2  Cents 
1st  Preferred  Dividend 


Dividend  of  87%  cents  per  share 
on  outstanding  $3.50  first  preferred 
stock  was  declared  on  Friday  by 
RCA  for  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year.  The  dividend  is  payable  on 
July  1  to  stockholders  of  record  at 
the  close  of  business  on  June  11.  Di- 
rectors also  voted  to  redeem  on  July 
1,  all  outstanding  "B"  preferre/1 
stock  at  $100  per  share  and  accrui" 
dividends  to  the  redemption  date,  . 
total  of  $101.25  per  share. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER    CENTER 

SPEnCtR  TRnCY  *  HRTHRRinE  HEPBURFl 

"KEEPER    OF    THE     FLAME'* 

A    Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Picture 
Gala  Stage   Revue    •    Symphony  Orchestra 
First    Mezzanine   Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600     ( 


-*" 


Alice  FA  YE  •    John  PAYNE  n 
lack  OAK  IE  •    Lynn  BAR  I 

'4Mb  FRISCO,*^ ' 

A   20TH  CENTURY-FOX  PICTURE       IN    TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  • 

BUY  n  f\  W  W      7ihAVE. 

BONDS       IVVA    1        50th  ST. 


Always  Tops  Infi-for-l  Shows 
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[Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

>>k  effect  Thursday.  Total  allo- 
»r.ion  was  .lightly  over  that  for  the 

-t    quarter,    with    16,57g,140    linear 
ret  added  as  allowance  for  internal 
•utage  used  in  Technicolor. 
JThe   o:  der  merely   sets   film  allot- 
ints  for  newsreels,  in  no  way  at- 

npting-  to  limit  their  actual  length. 
he   allotments,    however,   were  fig- 

ed  by  multiplying  750  feet — the 
>ped-for  average  length — by  the 
••erage  number  of  prints  each  reel 
:;ed  fn  1941. 

More  film  will  be  used  for  factual 

ctures,  with   the   allotment   of  25,- 

■■0.000  feet  for  this  present  quarter 

presenting  an  increase  of  about 
dOO.OOO  feet.  The  December  amend- 
ent  to  the  order  provided  44,300,- 
•0  feet  for  these  pictures  over  the 
~st  six  months  of  the  year.  In 
mnection  with  these  pictures,  either 
'PB  or  OWI  may  authoiize  trans- 
r  of  film.  Restrictions  on  film  ex- 
•sure  have  been  completely  re- 
oved,  with  the  exception  of  labora- 
■  I'ies,  which  are  still  required  to  file 
onthly  reports.  Laboratories  may 
:pose  35  mm.  film  only  with  autho:- 
v  from  WPB  or  for  class  A  or  B 
stributors. 

Full  credit  for  any  part  of  the 
•st  quarter  allotment  unused  by 
•oducers    or   distributors   has   been 

anted  by  WPB.  Rumors  that  an 
1  litional  quantity  of  film  will  be 
ade  available  to  the  industry  were 
scounted  here  by  Lincoln  V.  Bur- 
•ughs,  assistant  chief  of  WPB's 
otion  picture  section.  Harold  Hop- 
■r.  chief,  is  out  of  town. 


Zombie"  World  Premiere 
i  Cleveland  Thursday 

F  Cleveland— RKO's  "I  Walked  with 
Zombie"  will  be  given  its  world 
emiere  here  at  the  Allen,  Thursday, 
leveland  is  the  home  of  author  Inez  j 
7allace,  a  member  of  the  Plain 
■ealer  staff.  Miss  Wallrce  came 
•om  the  Coast,  accompanied  by  a  j 
•oupe  of  stars,  possibly  including 
!axy   Pickford.      The   Plain   Dealer, 

the  News,  Station  WHK  are  join-  j 
g  forces  for  a  publicity  campaign  j 
ider  the  direction  of  RKO  publicist  j 
ank  Howard. 
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Spencer  Tracy  Estelle  Bradley 

Bette  Davis  Melvyn  Douglas 

Mike  Simmons 


On  This  And  That 

0  0  0  WEEK-END'S  bright  spot: Arrival  of  the  highly  illus- 
trated, 40th   annual  report  of  Eastman   Kodak Text   tells   fully  and 

eloquently  of   organization's   operations   in    1942 It   is    an    inspiring 

story  of  all-out  effort  for  Victory  on  the  part  of  all  units  of  the  company, 

and   all    executives    and    employes    thereof The    pictures    in    Koda- 

chrome    and   black-and-white    are   magnificent, — in   fact   Four    Star   stuff. 
T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  SPEAKING  of  photographs,  drop  in  to  sec  the  best  ex- 
hibit yet  staged  by  the  Press  Photographers  Ass'7%  of  New  York! 

Venue   is   Museum   of  Science  and   Industry   in   Radio   City Show 

opened  to  public  on  Saturday  morn,  and  will  run  through  May  2.  .  .  . 

•  Impressed  with  the  message  which  "The  Road  To  Victory,"  by 
Archbishop  Francis  J.  Spellman,  brings  to  the  nation,  Major  Edward 
Bowes  lias  sponsored  a  third  edition  of  the  book,  consisting  of  52,000 
copies,  and  is  presenting  a  copy  to  every  newspaper  editor,  to  clergy- 
men, to  public  libraries  and  educational  institutions.  ...      0    Wendell 

(20th-Fo.\)  Willkie  is  one  of  the  prominent  committee  members  set 
to  direct  a  "Write  to  Russia"  campaign,  which  will  deliver  5,000,000 
letter  of  friendship  from  Americans  to  individual  citizens  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  connection  with  an  international  observance  of  June  22,  when 
the  Soviet   Union  will  enter  its  third  year  of  -war 

T  T  V 

•  •  •  HATS  off  to  Jam  Handy  Organization  for  its  winning  of  the 
coveted  Navy  "E"!  ....  •  Columbia  Sileo,  wife  of  the  ace  New  York 
photographer,  leaves  for  Mexico  Apr.  8  to  open  the  Mexico  News-Picture 

Bureau Handling    publicity,    news    and    photo    features,    she    will 

represent  leading  clients  in  the  U.  S.  and  act  as  liaison  for  firms  sending 

their  stars  and  concert  artists  on   tour  in   that   country Thoroughly 

acquainted  with  Mexico,  she  has  many  contacts  there.  ...  •  File 
under  All-In-One-Package:  Hollywood  office  of  National  Concert  and 
Artists    Corp.    has    just    sold    a    complete    bill    of    goods    to    PRC    as    an 

Atlantis  Production  to  be  released  in  the  new  Pathe   schedule Pic 

is   "Danger,   Women  At  Work," — the  original  idea   created  by  Gertrude 

Walker Along  with  idea.   NCAC   sold  PRC   the  full   "name"   cast 

including   Patsy  Kelly,   Arline   Judge,   Mabel   Todd,   Cobina   Wright,   Sr., 

and  Allan  Byron Opus'll  be  produced  by  Peter  R.  Van  Duinen  and 

directed  by  Edgar  G.  Ulmer.  .  •  •  .  .Work  on  it  will  commence  during 
May  in  Hollywood.  ...  •  National  Board  of  Review's  Committee  on 
Exceptional  Photoplays  announced  on  Saturday  theft  a  special  rating  of 
Exceptional  Merit  has  been  bestowed  on  "Desert  Victory,"  soon  to  be  re- 
leased by  20th-Fox.  ...  •  Producer-Director  Andrew  Stone  has  signed 
Leon  Schlesinger,  film  cartoon  creator,  to  prepare  special  animated 
sequences  which  will  begin  and  end  the  story  of  "High  Diddle  Diddle," 

the  Frederick  Jackson  screenplay  set  to  go  before  cameras  Apr.  19 

Idea  of  unique  opening  and  closing  is  guarded  secret,  but  will,  'tis  said, 
involve  Adolphe  Menjou,  Martha  Scott,  Lupe  Velez,  Dennis  O'Keefe  and 

Billie   Burke Pic   is   Stone's   first   indie   opus    and   is    scheduled   for 

UA  release T  TV 

•  •  •  HERE'S  one  report,  not  rumor,  you  can  spread:  Some- 
body blabbed,— and  Harry  Goldberg,  M  and  P  manager  for  the  little 
700-seat  Modern  Theater  in  Boston,  got  a  big  pat  on  the  back  from 
Uncle  Sam  for  selling,  through  his  own  efforts,  more  than  $1,000,000- 
worth  of  War  Bonds  and  Stamps //  Harry,  with  a  virtual  hole-in- 
the-wall  stand  can  run  up  that  kind  of  record,  why  can't  any  manager 

in  the  nation  do  likewise? Oh  yes,  we  nearly  forgot— Harry  has 

just  donated  his  seventh  pint  of  blood  to  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
Boston V  V  V 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


COminG  and  GOiflG 


DICK  POWELL  arrived  from  the  Coast  on 
Friday.  On  Thursday  he  leaves  for  Fort  Bragg, 
N.   C,   to  open   a   USO-Camp  Shows  tour. 

HUNT  STROMBERG  arrives  from  Hollywood 
tomorrow  to  confer  with  United  Artists  ex- 
ecutives on  the  release  of  "Lady  of  Burlesque." 

LOUIS  KROUSE,  general  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  IATSE,  returned  from  Washington  on 
Friday. 

NUNNALLY  JOHNSON,  DORRIS  BOWDON, 
SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE,  all  identified  with 
"The  Moon  Is  Down,"  returned  to  the  20th- 
Fox   studios   over   the   week-end. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warner  Bros,  ad-pub- 
licity   chief,    arrived    from    the   Coast   on    Friday. 

COL.  JASON  JOY  is  expected  to  leave  the 
Coast  this  week  for  New   York  and  Washington. 

GEORGE  HAUPERT,  traveling  auditor  for  Co- 
lumbia exchange  in  Des  Moines,  has  left  his 
post   for   Army   induction    here. 

JACK  FLYNN,  M-G-M's  western  manager,  is 
on  a  tour  cf  western  exchanges.  He  is  expected 
back   in  Chicago  in  three  weeks. 

LEO  J.  McCARTHY,  assistant  general  sales 
manager  for  PRC,  has  arrived  in  Kansas  City 
to  confer  with  branch  managers  there  on  "Cor- 
regidor"    bookings. 

O.  HENRY  BRIGCS,  PRC  head,  left  Holly- 
wood yesterday  on  his  return  to  New  York, 
with  stopovers  in  San   Francisco  and  Chicago. 

MERLE  OBERON  arrived  in  town  from  the 
Coast   on    Friday. 


HVC  Issues  Report  on 
Players'  War  Activities 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

1943,  than  same  period  immediately 
following  Pearl  Harbor.  This  was 
revealed  in  compilations  of  star  ap- 
pearances submitted  by  the  Industry 
Service  Bureau. 

During  January,  February  and 
March  1,073  players  made  3,220  ap- 
pearances in  408  separate  events,  73 
were  for  Government  departments; 
187  for  the  Army;  92  for  the  Navy; 
40  for  charity  and  relief;  seven  for 
USO  campaign  tours,  and  the  bal- 
ance  for   miscellaneous   tours. 

Since  the  inception  of  HVC,  1,693 
individual  players  have  made  10,- 
004  appearances  in  4,516  events,  3,- 
346  of  these  having  been  for  the 
War  Department,  the  Treasury,  OWI 
and  the  Co-ordinator  of  Inter-Amer- 
ican  Affairs. 

The  report  states  that  the  victory 
committee  is  confident  a  number  of 
available  players  will  increase  al- 
most 30  per  cent  and  the  amount 
of  time  given  to  work  will  jump  by 
100  per  cent  with  the  signing  of  war 
pledges  by  2,000  players  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild.  These  pledges 
were  signed  voluntarily,  and  obligate 
studio  executives  to  definitely  assign 
the  players  to  the  Victory  Commit- 
tee for  a  minimum  of  six  weeks 
each  per  year. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


HARVEY    KELLY,    20th-Fox    salesman,    Portland, 
Ore. 

BILL     MARITA,     ad     sales     manager,     Sheffield- 
Republic,   Portland,  Ore. 

JOHN  LOVERIDGE,  RKO  city  manager,  Marshall- 
town,   la. 

SAMUEL   M.  TAFT,   manager,   St.   Louis  Drive-ln. 


BOB  NOLAILJHE  SONS  OFTHE  PIONEERS 
VIRGINIA  GREY 

RRY  J.  SHANNON  •  ONA  MUNSON  •  DICK  PURCELL 
—THE  ROBERT  MITCHELL  BOYCHOIR 

JOSEPH  KANE- Director 

;inal  Screen  Play  by  ROY  CHANSLOR  and  OLIVE  COOPER 

REPUBLIC    PICTURE 


BUY   U.  S.  WAR 
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THI 


'fin* 
DAILY 


Monday,  April  5,  194 


No  Set  Number  of 
WB  Pix  for  1943-44 
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take  cognizance  of  the  rapid  de- 
velopments in  the  national  and  in- 
ternational scenes,  to  seize  advantage 
of  any  switch  in  the  public  tastes 
and  to  meet  any  changes  or  emer- 
gency arising  from  the  war. 

Program    Depends   on   Talent 

Einfeld  asserted  that  the  number 
of  films  to  be  turned  out  next  year 
depended  in  great  measure  upon 
"the  availability  of  artists  and  ma- 
terial." He  said  that  about  one  thing 
there  was  no  doubt:  the  program 
would  be  restricted  purely  to  what 
he  referred  to  as  "quality   stuff." 

It  was  hinted  by  Einfeld  that  the 
production  budget  for  the  new  sea- 
son would  be  as  elastic  as  the  con- 
tents of  the  new  year's  program, 
its  size  to  be  predicated  on  the  re- 
quirements of  each  production.  Ein- 
feld gave  indication  that  the  com- 
pany was  taking  into  consideration 
audiences'  needs  of  escape  entertain- 
ment in  laying  out  its  program  for 
the  new  season  but  wasn't  losing 
sight  of  the  demand  of  the  times 
for  pictures  advancing  the  nation's 
war   cause. 

"Our  program,"  Einfeld  asserted, 
"will  be  keyed  to  the  war  effort.  It 
will  continue  to  be  dedicated  to  the 
task  of  winning  the  war  and  to  the 
post-war  plans  of  the  nation."  He 
added  that  the  company  would  stick 
to  its  policy  of  making  the  most 
varied  program  possible. 

More  Coin   for   Advertising 

Warners  intends  to  make  next  sea- 
son's advertising  budget  the  largest 
in  the  company's  history,  Einfeld 
revealed.  As  evidence  of  what  the 
firm  expected  to  spend  in  ballyhoo- 
ing  its  1943-1944  product  he  cited 
the  advertising  budgets  on  two  of 
the  company's  top  pictures  on  this 
season's  program — "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow" and  "Edge  of  Darkness."  He 
said  that  the  budget  for  the  former 
had  been  boosted  from  $250,000  to 
$300,000  to  cover  the  cost  of  special 
advertising  in  religious  publications, 
while  $250,000  had  been  set  aside 
to  boost  "Edge  of  Darkness"  in  news- 
papers alone. 

During  his  month's  stay  in  New 
York  Einfeld  will  discuss  the  new 
advertising  budget  and  work  out  its 
details  with  Mort  Blumenstock,  head 
of  the  advertising  and  publicity  de- 
partment  in   the   East. 

It  was  said  by  Einfeld  that  larger 


Conversion  to  Coal 

Affecting  Boilers 

New  Haven — Many  theaters  are 
complaining  of  boiler  trouble  as  a 
result  of  conversion  to  coal  from 
oil,  and  resultant  loss  in  capacity 
of  approximately  one-third. 


Khaki  Can't  Hide  the  Soul  of  a  Showman — 

So  Rsi&io-Film  Commentator  Does  His  Stuff! 

Off  have  come  leggings  and  fatigue  clothes,  and  on  go  chorine  style  panties, 
down  at  Fort  Jackson,  b.  C.  The  soldier  lads  there  are  rehearsing  for  a  mus.cal 
comedy,  "Hooray  For  The  WAACS,"  which  will  be  presented  late  this  month  in 
Theater  No.  3.  Written  and  directed  by  Bill  Berns,  the  production  recounts  the 
arrival  of  the  WAACS  at  the  said  Fort, — with  an  elaborate  music  score,  scenery, 
et  ai.  Berns,  before  joining  the  armed  forces,  was  one  of  radio's  best-known 
commentators  on   films,  broadcasting  regularly  over  Station   WNEW. 


Clearance  Relief  Denied 
To  Ritz  in  Indianapolis 


Ritz  Theater,  Indianapolis,  lost  its 
plea  for  clearance  reduction  when 
the  appeal  board  affirmed  the  award 
of  an  arbitrator  who  had  dismissed 
the  complaint. 

The  Ritz,  a  neighborhood  house, 
complained  that  the  14-day  clear- 
ance granted  to  the  Uptown  and 
Zaring  Theaters,  also  nabe  houses, 
was  unreasonable.  The  clearance 
was  based  on  a  long-established  sys- 
tem whereby  first  neighborhood  run 
has  14  days  over  second  neighbor- 
hood run.  The  arbitrator  found  there 
was  definite  competition  between  the 
Ritz  and  the  other  two  theaters  and 
denied  relief  to  the  Ritz. 

The  appeal  board  found  no  evi- 
dence ot  undue  delay  in  playing 
product  at  the  Uptown,  as  was  al- 
leged, and  affirmed  the  arbitrator. 


Clearance  Adjustment  is 
Won   by   Rhinehook   Theaters 

Rhinehoook  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  won 
a  clearance  adjustment  for  its  Starr 
Theater,  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
Lyceum,  Red  Hook,  N.  J. 

The  14-day  clearance  granted  to 
the  Poughkeepsie  first-runs  over  the 
Starr  and  Lyceum  was  cut  to  seven 
days.  A  further  ruling  places  a  60- 
day  ceiling  against  the  Bardavon 
and  Stratford,  Poughkeepsie,  allow- 
ing the  complaintant  theaters  to 
play  product  booked  for  the  Pough- 
keepsie theaters  if  they  haven't 
played  within  60  days  of  availability. 

Clearance  between  the  Hudson,  N. 
Y.,  first-runs  and  the  Lyceum  was 
eliminated.  Irving  Levine  repre- 
sented the  complaintants  at  the  hear- 
ings. 

May  Settle  Marchessi  Case 

Chicago — Marchessi  Bros,  arbi- 
tration case  has  been  postponed  for 
30  days.  Negotiations  are  under 
way  to  settle  the  case  amicably. 


advertising  expenditures  were  large- 
ly responsible  for  the  longer  runs 
being  enjoyed  by  the  company's 
product  this  season.  He  pointed  out 
that  longer  runs  in  turn  necessitated 
heavier  outlay  for  sustaining  ad- 
vertising. 


Warren  In  RCA  Post 

Frank  B.  Warren,  formerly  FCC 
assistant  council,  has  been  appointed 
general  council  of  RCA  Communica- 
tions, Inc. 


"Next  of  Kin"  Previews 
Tomorrow  in  31  Cities 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  editorial  writers,  city  officials 
and  representatives  of  leading  civic 
organizations. 

"The  Next  of  Kin"  has  been  set 
for  release  on  May  7  by  W.  A. 
Scully,  Universal's  sales  chief,  who 
has  designated  W.  J.  Heineman,  as- 
sistant general  sales  manager,  to 
supervise  the  selling  and  release  of 
the  picture.  Budd  Rogers  is  serving 
as  special  representative  for  the  pro- 
ducers. The  picture  established  an 
outstanding  box  office  record  in  Eng- 
land. 

Universal  is  inaugurating  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  campaigns 
ever  given  to  a  picture  in  its  re- 
lease of  "The  Next  of  Kin."  Special 
advertising  appropriations  have  been 
set  for  newspapers,  radio  and  bill- 
boards. Robert  Ungerfeld  has  been 
assigned  to  co-ordinate  the  home  of- 
fice exploitation  plans  with  the  road 
force. 


Momand  Defendants  Cite 
Statute  of  Limitations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Federal  Judge  Bower  Broaddus. 
Filing  of  the  plaintiff's  request  im- 
pends. 

Brief  filed  by  the  defendants  cites 
court  favorable  opinions,  denies  they 
combined  to  limit  or  control  produc- 
tion or  conspired  against  Momand, 
and  claims  protection  for  the  20 
defendants  named  in  Momand's  two 
causes  of  action,  citing  the  statute 
of  limitations. 


RKO  Managers  to  See 
"Hitler's  Children" 

Managers  of  RKO  theaters  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  will  attend  a 
screening  of  "Hitler's  Children"  to- 
day at  the  home  office  projection 
room  and  will  then  be  hosted  by  the 
company  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Wal- 
dorf Astoria. 


Francis  Rites  in  Rochester 

Rochester — Albert  Francis,  owner 
of  the  Commodore  Theater  in  Buffalo 
and  native  of  the  city,  died  at  his 
home  in  Buffalo.  Funeral  services 
were  held  here. 


Lou  Ostrow  Quits  RKO 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood:— Producer  Lou  Ostrow 
has  resigned  from  RKO.  He  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  studios  low- 
budget  pictures. 


Ask  Aussie  Ceiling 
Delay  Via  Briefs 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

pegged  at  the  film  rental  and  per 
centage  terms  that  were  in  effec 
on  April  9,  1942. 

No  answer  has  been  received  a 
the  week-end  from  the  Austral^ 
minister.  C 


Theaters  in  Farm  Areas 
To  Get  Advertising  Aid 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

bigger  pictures.  The  assistanci 
amounts  to  co-operative  advertisinj 
in  which  the  distributor  stands  al 
most  the  entire  expense.  This  foro 
of  help,  it  is  said,  has  caused  grosse: 
to  shoot  up  to  an  extent  that  paii 
for  the  advertising  expense  severa 
times  over. 

It  is  reported  that  the  compan; 
is  considering  similar  assistance  ii 
other  non-defense  areas  where  thea 
ters  have  been  hit  by  populatioi 
shifts  and  lack  of  industrial  plants.  , 


Loew's  Reported  Eyeing 
Second  Syracuse  House 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

house,  later  being  operated  by  RK( 
and  subsequently  passing  to  thi  j 
RKO-Schine  pool.  Pool  stepped  ou 
of  the  Strand  picture  at  the  expira 
tion  of  the  lease  and  since  then  th< 
house  has  been  indie-operated  witl 
a  variety  of  policies. 


Urges  Safety  Standards 
For  All  Cities  in  N.  H. 


Concord,  N.  H.  —  Enactment  dj. 
ordinances  in  all  cities  in  the  Stat  [ 
to  establish  standards  of  safety  foJi 
cabarets,  night  clubs,  etc.,  has  beej  i' 
recommended  by  State  Insuranc 
Commissioner   A.   J.   Rouillard. 


St.  Louis  —  Three  safety  ordf 
nances  will  be  presented  to  the  St 
Louis  Board  of  Aldermen  before  th 
end  of  April,  A.  H.  Baum,  buildin 
commissioner,  announces.  Measur 
would  regulate  the  number  of  pel 
sons  in  public  places,  prohibit  th 
use  of  inflammable  decorations  an  . 
prohibit  smoking  in  theaters  or  m^ 
tion  picture  houses. 

All  St.  Louis  theaters  have  volur 
tarily  complied  with  the  propose 
regulations  for  many  weeks. 


For  Your 

MEMORY  BOOK 


Why  don't  Hollywood  producer 
count  their  chips,  bring  back  thos 
old  timers,  and  not  bawl  so  muc 
about  losing  their  male  stars  to  th 
armed  forces?— HEDDA  HOPPE1 
in  the  New  York  Daily  News. 
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sell  Drafts  Sub 
tials  Resolution 
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(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
i     of    duals     in     St.     Louis     and 
n  Louis  County. 

Resolution  is  expected  to  be  pre- 
ted  at  another  meeting  of  the 
lers  and  managers  of  the  110 
"iion  picture  theaters  of  the  city 
?  county  early  this  week. 
Jr.e  exhibitor,  Henry  Holloway, 
ier  of  the  Beverly,  University 
v;  the  Gem,  St.  John's  Station, 
I  the  Overland,  Overland,  Mo.,  all 
St.  Louis  County,  has  definitely 
ted  that  he  will  not  sign  the  new 
olution. 

I  any  Arthur  has  indicated  that  if 
indies  will  bring  him  a  resolution 
r  they  intend  to  abide  by  in  good 
;h  he  will  go  along  with  the  plan 
lough  he  still  is  of  the  opinion 
It,  as  a  patriotic  war  measure,  all 
■able  bills  should  be  eliminated. 
Jnder  the  proposed  substitute 
n,  the  second- and  subsequent-runs 
h  in  the  city  and  county  will  ran 
single  bills  any  and  all  pictures 
t  are  played  single  bill  in  the 
t-runs. 

some  exhibitors  have  contended 
t  the  resolution  should  contain  a 
>viso  that  if  a  picture  is  shown 
ne  with  a  stage  show  then  that 
■king  should  be  considered  the 
ne  as  a  double  feature  bill,  since 
i  nabes  and  suburbans  do  not  have 
ige  shows.  While  no  definite  under- 
"nding  was  reached  on  that  point 
I  the  March  29  meeting .  it  should 
•   block  the  tentative  plan. 


S  Sales  Meeting  in  Chi. 

?hicago — National  Screen  Service 
i  scheduled  a  three-day  sales 
eting  to  open  at  the  Blackstone 
ril  22. 


HOLLYWOOD 
DIGEST 


ASSIGNMENTS 

MIKLOS  ROZSA,  musical  score,  "Somewhere 
in    Sahara,"    Columbia. 

CASTINGS 

NN  RICHARDS,  "America,"  Metro;  DOLORES 
JAN,  "Equator,"  Warners;  BINNIE  BARNES, 
2  Hour  Before  Dawn,"  Para.;  LOUIS  ARM- 
DNG  and  ork,  "Jam  Session,"  Columbia; 
.  CARTER,  CHARLES  COBURN,  "Without  No- 
"  Columbia;  DON  AMECHE,  "One  Destiny," 
| -Fox;  SUSAN  HAYWARD,  "The  Man  in 
Moon  Street,"  Para.;  WILLIAM  POST,  JR., 
?    Life    of    Roger   Touhy,"    20th-Fox. 


SIGNED 

RED  SANTELL,  by  Samuel  Bronston  to  di- 
rect   "The     Life    of    Jack     London"     (UA). 

.RLES    COBURN,    actor,    Columbia. 

IES  CHRISTINE  JOHNSTON,  Para.,  to  write 
a   Henry  Aldrich   story. 

'LIAM  A.  BACHER,  by  Warners,  to  assist  in 
filming   "Battle   Cry." 

ELEVATED 

N     MOCK,    to    story    editor,    Columbia. 

OPTION  LIFTED 

GO,   by  RKO   Radio. 


"King  of  the  Cowboys" 

with   Roy  Rogers 
Republic  67  Mins. 

REPUBLIC  GIVES  ROGERS  EXCELLENT 
TREATMENT  TO  MAKE  THIS  STAR'S 
BEST    PICTURE   TO   DATE. 

In  "King  of  the  Cowboys"  Roy  Rogers 
offers  new  evidence  of  his  right  to  rule 
as  monarch  of  the  world  of  westerns.  His 
work  in  his  latest  film  fully  justifies  Re- 
public's confidence  in  him  and  gives  the 
studio  further  cause  to  forget  the  loss  of 
the  services  of  Gene  Autry.  The  company 
has  done  right  by  him  and  proves  con- 
clusively that  it  is  doing  all  within  its 
power  to  assure  the  success  of  the  western 
star. 

When  Rogers  stepped  into  Autry's  boots 
the  studio  announced  it  would  boost  heavily 
the  budget  on  his  pictures.  "King  of  the 
Cowboys"  gives  ample  proof  that  the  com- 
pany has  kept  its  word.  It  shall  richly 
reward  Republic  for  having  kept  faith.  For 
the  simple  fact  is  that  this  is  king  of  all 
the  Rogers  westerns.  It  possesses  every- 
thing to  draw  an  enthusiastic  reception  from 
youth  and  grown-ups  alike.  The  film,  rich 
in  material,  is  a  superior  western  in  which 
considerable  pains  have  been  taken  with 
the  story,  which  gives  Rogers  plenty  of 
opportunity  to  raise  his  voice  in  song  when 
he  isn't  feeding  bitter  medicine  to  the 
villains,  the  tunes  being  "They  Cut  Down 
the  Old  Pine  Tree,"  "I'm  an  Old  Cow- 
hand," "Roll  Along,  Prairie  Moon,"  "Red 
River  Valley,"  "Ride,  Ranger,  Ride,"  "Gay 
Ranchero,"   "Ride   'Em,   Cowboy." 

The  story  is  one  that  permits  of  con- 
stant action  and  worlds  of  exciting  give- 
and-take.  It  has  Rogers,  a  rodeo  star,  com- 
missioned by  the  governor  (Russell  Hicks) 
to  solve  a  wave  of  sabotage.  To  get  evi- 
dence against  the  villains  he  joins  a  travel- 
ling tent  show  two  members  of  which  are 
carrying  out  the  ring's  dirty  work.  One 
of  the  villains  tries  to  get  Rogers  out  of 
the  way  by  framing  him  on  a  murder  charge, 
but  the  trick  doesn't  work.  Rogers  disposes 
of  the  saboteurs  with  the  aid  af  Smiley 
Burnette  and  the  Sons  of  the  Pioneers. 

There  is  excellent  work  by  the  cast.  The 
villains  are  played  by  Lloyd  Corrigan,  James 
Bush  and  Gerald  Mohr.  Peggy  Moran,  as 
Bush's  sister,  helps  Rogers  trap  the  head  of 
the  ring  (Corrigan I  when  she  awakens 
to  what  is  happemng.  A  romance  is  in- 
dicated between  her  and   Rogers. 

Heavy  praise  goes  to  Associate  Producer 
Harry  Grey  for  the  fine  production  given 
the  film,  which  was  directed  by  Joseph 
Kane  at  a  headlong  pace.  The  fine  screen- 
play is  credited  to  Olive  Cooper  and  J. 
Benton  Cheney,  who  worked  from  an  ori- 
ginal by  Hal  Long.  The  photography  of 
Reggie  Lanning  is  aces. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  Smiley  Burnette,  Peggy 
Moran,  Gerald  Mohr,  Dorothea  Kent,  Lloyd 
Corrigan,  James  Bush,  Russell  Hicks,  Irving 
Bacon,  Norman  Willis,  Bob  Nolan,  Sons  of 
the   Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry  Grey; 
Director,  Joseph  Kane;  Screenplay,  Olive 
Cooper,  J.  Benton  Cheney;  Based  on  story 
by  Hal  Long;  Cameraman,  Reggie  Lanning; 
Film  Editor,  Harry  Keller;  Art  Director, 
Russell  Kimball;  Musical  Director,  Morton 
Scott. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Ex- 
cellent. 


Heanesi    If «n 

Springfield,  III. — Thieves  ransack- 
ing the  Fox-Lincoln  Theater  here 
smashed  a  gum  vending  machine  and 
stole  pennies  from  it.  The  machine's 
proceeds  are  added  to  the  local  crip- 
pled children's  fund. 


Preferred  Mileage 
For  Salesmen  Nixed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

assure    continued    efficient    distribu- 
tion of  films. 

The  letter  itself,  which  had  al- 
:  eady  been  written  Friday,  was  not 
made  available  to  the  press,  but  it 
is  understood  to  contain  a  statement 
that  OPA  is  not  convinced  distribu- 
tion of  films  cannot  efficiently  be  ac- 
complished without  preferred  mile- 
age. Rodgers'  request  will  be  turned 
down. 


Closing  Weeks  of  Depinet 
Drive  a  Mochrie  Tribute 


As  a  tribute  to  Robert  Mochrie, 
RKO  Radio's  general  sales  manager, 
Bob  Wolff,  captain  of  the  1943  Ned 
Depinet  Drive,  announces  that  the 
closing  three  weeks  of  the  Drive — 
April  30  to  May  20 — have  been  des- 
ignated the  Bob  Mochrie  Annivers- 
ary Weeks.  Testimonial,  is  accorded 
Mochrie  in  salute  to  the  completion 
of  his  first  year  as  the  company's 
general  sales  manager  which  coin- 
cides with  the  end  of  the  Depinet 
Drive. 

Reaching  the  half-way  mark  of  its 
scheduled  15  weeks'  run,  Captain 
Bob  Wolff  said  that  the  1943  Ned 
Depinet  Drive  shows  every  indica- 
tion of  becoming  the  greatest  and 
most  successful  sales  drive  in  the 
history  of  RKO  Radio. 

At  the  end  of  the  seventh  week 
the  standings  reveal  that  21  of  the 
32  domestic  branches  are  well  over 
their  quota  for  the  entire  period,  and 
30  out  of  32  are  over  quota  for  the 
week. 


SWG  to  Ask  Exemption 
For  Essential  Writers 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — At  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  tonight, 
members  will  submit  full  informa- 
tion concerning  their  employment  for 
the  past  three  years. 

The  organization  desires  a  com- 
plete check-up  so  as  to  determine 
what  percentage  of  writers,  are  em- 
ployed, how  continuous  their  em- 
ployment has  been,  their  earnings, 
etc.  This  information  is  desired  in 
connection  with  the  manpower  situa- 
tion and  these  figures  will  be  neces- 
sary in  asking  exemption  for  writers 
who  are  deemed  as  essential  to  the 
motion  picture  industry. 


Bader  Buys  the  Memphis 

Cleveland — Paul  Bader,  owner  of 
the  Rex,  has  purchased  the  Memphis 
from   Associated   Circuit. 


$12,368,446  Rentals 
In  Dominion  in  1941 


Ottawa — Film  rentals  in  Canada 
in  1941  jumped  almost  a  million  over 
the  preceding  year  to  hit  a  high  of 
$12,368,446,  according  to  a  Dominion 
government  report  released  late  last 
week.  Total  was  reported  by  69  ex- 
changes, number  of  distribution  of- 
fices being  reduced  by  three  in  the 
12-month  period. 

For  the  first  time  in  history  thea- 
ter receipts,  less  amusement  taxes, 
exceeded  $40,000,000  when  1,244  cine- 
mas grossed  $41,569,259  in  calendar 
year  1941,  according  to  the  report. 
Total  gross  for  1940  was  $37,858,955. 

In  Ontario,  412  theaters  accounted 
for  $19,140,826  or  almost  $2,000,000 
more  than  the  previous  12  months 
while  Quebec  with  204  theaters  was 
second  best  province  with  a  net  gross 
of  over  $8,000,000. 

The  country's  total  receipts  for  1940  estab- 
lished a  record  over  best  previous  year,  1930, 
when  grosses  were  $38,479,500.  All  provinces 
reported  gains  in  admissions  and  receipts 
over  1939  with  Nova  Scotia  doing  20  per 
cent  more  because  of  wartime  population  on 
the  Atlantic  Coast.  Gain  percentages  for 
whole  country  being  9.8  for  receipts  and  6.9 
in  number  of  patrons  over  preceding  period. 
Grand  aggregate  admissions  all  theaters  soared 
to  more  than  162.000,000  or  10,000,000  more 
than  in   1940. 

Single  feature  programs  showed  an  increase 
for  the  year  forming  3S.5  per  cent  of  total 
bills,  but  Quebec  Province  held  back  this 
I  rend  toward  single  bills  with  83  per  cent 
of    programs    being    duals. 

Report  shows  53  new  theaters  opening  dur- 
ing 1941  prior  to  the  enactment  of  its  ban  on 
theater  construction  by  the  Wartime  Prices 
and    Trade    Board. 

Canadians  spent  more  for  fiilm  entertain- 
ment per  capita,  the  expenditure  being  $3.63 
against  $3.35  in  1940,  showing  that  more  per- 
sons   were    earning    a    steady    income. 


Dan  Tuthil  on  Coast 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Daniel  Tuthil,  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Concert  & 
Artists  Corp.,  has  been  transferred 
out  here  and  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  Hollywood  office. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  PROMOTION  * 

CORP.  DAVE  GOLDING,  USA,  former  FILM 
DAILY  staff  writer,  to  sergeant,  Stars  and 
Stripes   staff,    North    Africa. 


*  ARMY  * 

MILT  TROELLER,  RKO  city  manager,  Marshall- 
town,    la. 

RAY  DAYTON,  Metro  checking  supervisor,  Des 
Moines. 

SICFR1ED  HOROWITZ,  20th-Fox  Boston  sales- 
man. 

JULIUS  POPOWICH,  20th-Fox  home  office  print 
department. 

SIDNEY  LIEB,  20th-Fox  home  office  interna- 
tional  department. 

EUGENE  VICOY,  20th-Fox  home  office  service 
department. 

C.  HARRY  ERB,  20th-Fox  home  office  account- 
ing department. 

THOMAS  POLITIS,  20th-Fox  home  office  art 
department. 

MARVIN  FOX,  Sterling  Theaters  staff,  Port- 
land,   Ore. 


*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

JOHN    F.    HUGHES,    Movietone    News   short   sub- 
jects  cutting   staff. 

*  NAVY  * 

LEONARD   RAATZ,   20th-Fox  salesman,   Portland, 
Ore. 
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ONCE  ONLY 


EASTMAN  Negative  Films,  with  their  high 
degree  of  uniformity,  make  it  easy  to 
confine  the  wtakes"  to  one  to  each  scene 
...helping  to  close  the  gap  between  foot- 
age exposed  and  footage  used.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 


itimate    in    Character 
ternational   in   Scope 
idependent    in    Thought 
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VARNERS  VICTORIOUS^  IN  COPYRIGHT  SUIT 

taftery  to  Argue  U A's  Crescent  Motion  April  19 


hibitor  Defendants  Will 
:  t  Be  Ready  to  be  Heard 
i  That  Date,  Court  Told 


Nashville,   Tenn.  —  Federal  Judge 

ner  Davies  has  agreed  to  hear  Ed- 

.d  J.  Raftery  in  behalf  of  United 

ists  in  District  Court  here  April 

concerning  the  Court's  findings, 

d  March  4,  that  the  distributors 

ibined    with    Rockwood    Amuse- 

nt,    Cumberland    Amusement    Co. 

i  K.   C.    Stengel  to   eliminate  in- 

lendent    competition    at    Rogers- 

e,  Tenn.,  and  with  Muscle  Shoals 

eaters  Inc.,  Louis  Rosenbaum  and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

igher  Children's 
ale  in  Rochester 


Rochester — Four  downtown  hou- 
here  have  raised  their  children's 
nission  price  from  11  to  15  cents, 
is  is  the  first  price  raise  by  down- 
.n  houses  since  Loew's  Rochester 
i  the  Century  upped  their  week- 
1  pinces  to  50  cents  several  weeks 
).   The  RKO  Palace,  Century,  Re- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Dwark  Funeral  Today 
jr  Smith,  Trade  Pioneer 


funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
y  in  Newark  for  William  E.  Smith, 
>neer  theater  and  distribution  ex- 
ltive,  who  died  Saturday.  Smith 
s  said  to  have  opened  the  first 
|«re   show   for   motion   pictures   in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


E.  M.  Loeiv  Purchases 
Majestic  in   Boston 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew  has  acquired 
the  Majestic,  1550-seater  on  Tre- 
mont  St.,  formerly  owned  by  the 
Shuberts,  and  will  convert  it  as  a 
first-run  house. 

Majestic  has  been  dark,  on  and 
off. 

Top  biz  being  done  locally  by  vir- 
tually all  pix  theaters  influenced 
Loew  in  making  a  deal  for  the 
property. 


I  \TSE  Seeking  Essential  Classification 

Only  for  Projectionists  Who  Are  Over  38 

No  deferment  of  those  eligible  for  the  draft  is  sought  by  the  IATSE  in 
its  campaign  to  obtain  an  essential  classification  for  projectionists,  it  was  said 
yesterday  by  Louis  Krouse,  general  secretary-treasurer  of  the  alliance,  who  last 
week  appeared  before  the  advisory  committee  of  the  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission. 

"We  feel  it  isn't  right  to  get  eligibles  out  of  the  service,"  asserted  Krouse, 
who  explained  that  he  had  gone  to  Washington  only  in  behalf  of  projectionists 
who  are  over  38. 


Amusement  Linage 
Goes  Up  10  Per  Cent 


Amusement  linage  in  newspapers 
took  approximately  a  10  per  cent 
jump  during  1942  over  the  previous 
year's  total,  more  than  anv  other 
retail  classification,  according  to 
Media  Records,  Inc.  As  a  confirma- 
tion of  this  gain,  Steve  Booke,  writ- 
ing in  Advertising  Age,  pointed  out 
that  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune 
reported  amusement  linage  for  Jan- 
uary   and    February    of    this    year 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Send  Kaufman,  Rosselli 
To  Trial  Here  April  19 

Trial  of  Louis  Kaufman,  business 
agent  of  Local  244,  operators  union 
of  Newark,  and  John  Rosselli,  former 
West  Coast  agent  for  the  syndicate 
in  the  Federal  anti-racketeering  in- 
dictments was  fixed  yesterday  for 
April  19  by  Federal  Judge  John  W. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Thomas  Testifies  In 
Welanskys'  Defense 


Boston — Harry  H.  Thomas,  East- 
ern sales  manager  for  Monogram, 
was  called  as  a  defense  witness  here 
yesterday  at  the  trial  of  the  Welan- 
sky  Brothers,  co-owners  of  the 
Cocoanut  Grove,  for  manslaughter  in 
connection  with  the  fire  in  which  20 
industry  people  lost  their  lives. 

Thomas  was  called  to  support  the 
defense  contention  that  it  was  panic 
and  not  fire  which  caused  the  death 
of  the  majority  of  the  500  who  were 
killed.      He   was   a   member   of   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Rites  in  Indianapolis 
For  Wade  W.  Willamn 


Indianapolis,  Ind. — Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  here  yesterday  for 
Wade  Whitcomb  Willamn,  58,  for- 
mer Metro  branch  manager  here, 
who  died  Friday  night  at  his  home 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Truman  Com.  Drops  Inquiry 

Zanuck  Expected  to  Stay  on  Active  Service 


Would  Relax  111.  Statutes 
Covering  Minors  as  Ushers 


Springfield,  111. — While  there  has 
been  legislation  passed  by  the  Il- 
linois solons  that  would  have  affected 
the  motion  picture  business,  there  is 
a  possibility  of  several  bills  being 
introduced  to  relax,  for  the  duration, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Senate's  Tru- 
man committee  is  through.  Com- 
mittee Counsel  Hugh  Fulton  told 
The  Film  Daily  there  will  definitely 
be  no  further  investigation  of  Army 
training  film  contracts  by  the  com- 
mittee— no  further  questioning  as  to 
why  this  man  or  that  was  commis- 
sioned in  the  Army  from  a  job  in 
the  motion  picture  industry.    There 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


High  Court  Ruling  Held 
One  of  Most  Important  in 
Copyright  Field  in  Century 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— In  a  5-to-3  decision 
handed  down  yesterday  by  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  Warner  Bros,  came 
out  victor  in  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant copyright  points  to  be  ad- 
judicated in  the  past  100  years.  The 
ruling,  which  affects  practically 
every  story  property  bought  for  mo- 
tion picture  pu:  poses  and  every  song 
that  any  music  company  ever  pub- 
lished, involved  the  ownership  of  the 
song,  "When  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smil- 
ing," published  in  1912  by  M.  Wit- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


McNuff  Backs  Hershey 
Actor  Deferment  Ban 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  War  Manpower 
Chief  Paul  V.  McNutt  yesterday 
supported  the  challenge  hurled  at 
the  industry  last  Thursday  by  Se- 
lective Service  Director  Gen.  Lewis 
B.  Hershey,  agreeing  with  the  latter 
that  public  opinion  would  not  sanc- 
tion the  deferment  of  actors  and 
musicians. 

Speaking     specifically      of     Band 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Kalmenson  Calls  District 
Managers  to  N.  Y.  Parley 

Two-day  meeting  of  all  Warners 
district  managers  has  been  called  by 
Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales  man- 
ager, for  Thursday  and  Friday  in 
the  New  York  home  offices. 

In  addition  to  a  discussion  of  cur- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Janie"  to  Warners; 
Price  Said  $100,000 

"Janie,"  the  Brock  Pemberton 
show  at  the  Playhouse,  has  been 
acquired  for  the  screen  by  Warner 
Bros,  for  a  consideration  reported  to 
be  $100,000. 

Comedy  was  backed  on  the  boards 
by  Columbia  mon3y.      A        N 
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Mrs.  Frances  Mandel  Dead 

Batavia — Mrs.  Frances  Wakeman 
Mandel,  52,  a  former  screen  actress 
and   model   died   here. 


WANTED 

Accountant — Motion  Picture  Experience — 
Assume  full  responsibility  home  office 
and  branch  accounting — Work  in  Pitts- 
burgh— Capable  preparing  monthly  finan- 
cial   statements.      Write — 

Box  137  THE   FILM   DAILY 

1501  B'way  N.  Y.  C. 


To  Argue  Extradition  of 
Chi.  Racketeers  Tomorrow 


Chicago — Five  members  of  the  Chi- 
cago crime  syndicate  named  by  the 
Government  in  its  investigation  of 
racketeering  in  the  film  industry 
will  be  arranged  tomorrow  before 
U.  S.  Commissioner  Edwin  K.  Wal- 
ker for  hearings  on  their  removal  to 
New  York  to  stand  trial  on  charges 
of  violation  of  the  anti-racketeering 
act,  extortion  and  mail  fraud.  The 
men  are  Paul  Ricca,  Frank  Maritote, 
Phil  D'Andrea,  Ralph  Pierce,  Charles 
Gioe. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Vote 
On  New  Budget  Today 

New  Haven — Allied  Theater  Ow- 
ners of  Connecticut  will  meet  today 
at  the  Hof  Brau  Haus,  with  Dr.  J. 
B.  Fishman  in  the  chair.  Members 
will  hear  a  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  vote  on  a  new  budget, 
and  will  also  hear  a  complete  na- 
tional film  report,  according  to  ex- 
ecutive secretary  Maxwell  Alderman. 


Hub  Grosses  Off  as  Good 
Weather  Gets  In  Its  Work 


Boston — Business  fell  off  a  bit 
over  the  week-end,  but  all  Boston 
theaters  still  reported  capacity  hou- 
ses the  greater  part  of  the  three-day 
period.  Good  weather  Sunday  ap- 
parently sent  many  of  the  Bostoni- 
ans  to  the  parks  and  out  of  doors. 

Surburban  theaters,  however,  did 
better  business  than  in  several  weeks 
and  it  became  evident  that  many 
were  driving;  to  the  theaters  and 
parking  their  cars  who  in  the  past 
several  weeks  had  hesitated  or  de- 
clined to  do  so. 


New  PRC  State  Corps. 

Cleveland  —  Producers  Releasing 
Corporation  of  Ohio  and  Producers 
Releasing  Corporation  of  Indiana 
have  just  been  incorporated.  The 
"Id  corporation,  Producers  Releasing 
Corporation,  operated  by  Lee  Gold- 
berg with  offices  in  Cleveland,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Indianapolis,  has  been 
dissolved.  Nat  L.  Lefton  now  heads 
the  Ohio  corporation  with  Sam 
Abrams  and  W.  J.  Bohn  of  Indian- 
apolis heading  the  Indiana  corpora- 
tion. 


Surles  Denies  Meeting 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Renorts  of  a  meeting 
he-e  Thursday  with  major  nroducers' 
representatives,  supposedlv  called 
by  Maj.  Gen.  Alexander  Surles  to 
work  out  wavs  and  means  for  dis- 
tribution of  "Prelude  to  War"  and 
others  in  the  series  of  films  being 
made  by  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra  for 
the  Armv,  were  denied  here  vester- 
dny  by  Gen.  Surles.  Lowell  Mellett, 
OWI  motion  picture  chief,  has  also 
denied  any  knowledge  of  the  meet- 
ing. 
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PRC  Sets  10  Features 
For  1943-44  Program 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  PRC  has  designated 
10  features,  virtually  all  scheduled 
to  be  made  during  the  next  three 
months,  for  release  on  its  1943-44 
season  program.  Following  are  the 
pictures: 

"Talent  School,"  Jack  Schwarz  production; 
"Isle  of  Forgotten  Sins,"  Atlantis  picture 
with  John  Carradine,  Gale  Sondergaard  and 
Sidney  Toler;  "Strange  Music,"  a  Ripley  - 
Monter  production;  "Waterfront,"  with  pro- 
ducer yet  to  be  assigned;  "Oh,  Baby,"  star- 
ring Fifi  D'Orsay  with  producer  to  be  set 
later;  "They  Can't  Get  Away  With  It," 
Ripley-Monter  production  to  be  directed  by 
Milt  Gross;  "Danger — Women  at  Work," 
with  Arline  Judge,  Patsy  Kelly,  Mabel  Todd 
and  Cobina  Wright,  Sr.,  and  produced  by 
Atlantis;  "Man  from  Washington,"  a  war 
dog  story  to  be  made  by  Alexander  Stern ; 
"Convict  Battalion,"  Sig  Neufeld  picture,  and 
"Submarine  Base,"  Jack  Schwarz  film  with 
John  Litel,  Alan  Baxter  and  Fifi  D'Orsay, 
which  is  now  being  prepared  for  release. 


New  Local  702-Ace  Lab. 
Pact  Calls  for  Pay  Tilts 


Having  won  the  membership's  ap- 
proval of  its  new  contract  with  Ace 
Laboratory  of  Warner  Bros,  at  a 
meeting  on  Saturday,  the  Motion 
Picture  Laboratory  Technicians 
Union,  Local  702,  IATSE,  yesterday 
was  poised  to  set  its  seal  to  the 
document,  which  is  reported  to  have 
been  already  signed  by  the  company. 

The  contract  provides  for  wage  in- 
creases of  10  per  cent,  except  in  the 
case  of  printers,  who  will  get  a  hike 
of  16%  per  cent.  It  also  calls  for 
10  per  cent  more  for  night  toil,  two 
weeks'  vacation  with  pay  and  eight 
paid  holidays.  The  pact,  which  is 
retroactive  to  March  8,  is  good  until 
March  10,  1945. 


Ampa  to  Vote  Thursday 
On  MP  Associates  Merger 


Bid  from  the  Motion  Picture  As- 
sociates that  Ampa  merge  with  it 
will  be  considered  by  the  membership 
of  the  advertising  group  at  a  closed 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Edison 
Hotel  Thursday  noon.  The  Ampa 
board  recently  passed  a  resolution 
almost  unanimously  favoring  the  pro- 
posal. 


375  Prints  Being  Made 
On  "Edge  of  Darkness" 

To  meet  booking  requests  stimu- 
lated by  the  re-entry  of  Norway  in 
the  prominent  war  news,  Warners 
will  issue  no  less  than  375  prints  of 
"Edge  of  Darkness."  Day-and-date 
openings  definitely  set  for  April  24, 
general  release  date  of  the  picture, 
already  total  367,  according  to  the 
Warner  playdate  department. 


Toe  Cunningham  Dies 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Joseph  A.  Cunning- 
ham, 51,  writer  and  actor,  known  as 
Joe  Cunningham  to  the  film  colony 
and  the  newspaper  fraternity,  is 
dead  here.  He  was  a  newspaper  man 
before  he  went  into  motion  picture 
work. 


cominc  and  come 


N.  PETER  RATHVON,  RKO  president,  arrivei 
in  Hollywood  today  for  conferences  with  Charlei 
Koerner. 

MIKE  HOFFAY,  foreign  publicity  manager  foi 
RKO,  is  expected  back  Thursday  or  Friday  from 
Mexico  City,  where  he  has  been  setting  the 
campaign   for  "Hitler's  Children." 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY  and   FRED  MYERS  v— 

in    Cleveland    yesterday. 

JACK  SOGG,  Cleveland  M-G-M  branch  Li 
ager  and  MRS.  SOGG,  are  vacationing  in  Ho 
Springs,   Ark. 

LT.  COM.  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY,  USN,  i: 
on  30-day  leave  in  Los  Angeles  to  recover  from 
tropical    fever. 

COM.  GENE  MARKEY,  USN,  is  on  West  Coasl 
leave  from  the  South  Pacific  to  recover  from 
malaria. 

J.  LAWRENCE  SCHANBERCER,  owner  ol 
Keith's  Theater,  Baltimore,  has  returned  from 
a  visit  with  his  son,  Fred,  aviation  cadet  al 
Coral   Gables,    Fla. 

JOHN  D.  KALAFAT,  official  of  the  Associated 
Circuit,  Cleveland,  has  gone  to  Florida  for  ; 
vacation. 

MIKE  POLLER,  assistant  to  general  sale! 
manager  Robert  Mochrie  of  RKO  Radio,  left  yes- 
terday for  Toronto  and   Montreal. 

A.  A.  SCHUBART,  manager  of  branch  opera- 
tions for  RKO  Radio,  returned  to  his  desk  al 
the  home  office  yesterday  after  an  absence  o) 
more    than    a    month. 


1  P.  M.  Sunday  Opening 
Okayed  in  Rhode  Island 


Providence,  R.  I. — Gov.  McGrati 
has  signed  the  bill  passed  by  legisla- 
ture permitting  Rhode  Island  thea- 
ters to  open  1  p.m.  Sundays  instead 
of  2  o'clock  as  formerly. 


Metro  Pittsburgh  Branch 
Will  Move  on  April  19 


Pittsburgh — Local  Metro  exchange 
moves  into  its  new  quarters  on  Apri 
19.  Loew's  six  months  ago  took  ovei 
the  building  which  was  occupied  bs 
Warners  before  moving  into  its  own 
new  building  on  Film  Row  and  re 
modeled. 


Conrad  Veidt  Dead 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILi 

Hollywood — Death  has  claimed 
Conrad  Veidt  at  50.  He  was  stricken 
with  a  heart  attack  while  playing 
golf.  The  actor  had  played  in  Ameri- 
can pictures  since  1926,  when  h( 
came  here  from  Germany,  where  h< 
was  born. 


J.  C.   Nugent 
Walter  Huston  Dudley    Nichols 


: 
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SOMETHING  NEW 


THE  WARNER  WAY 


■  ■ 


TURNING 


to  DAY! 


' 


3  a.  m. . .  the  boys 
and  girls  are  wait- 
ingfor the  midnight 
matinee  break. 


RUSH   PLEDGE    FOR   RED   CROSS   WEEKI 


6  a.  m.  .  .  and 
the  house  can't 
hold  anymore. 


st  in  every  new  move  for 
lustry  good,  WARNERS 
e  the  first  24-hour  day 
?agement  of  the  first  great 
ima  of  our  'round  the  clock. 


veland's  big  Hippodrome  Theatre  proves  no  day  is  long  enough  to  take  care  of 
the  people  who  want  to  see  "AIR  FORCE"  from 


9  a.m... another 
record  day  well 
on  its  way. 


THE  PLAYERS  INCLUDE  JOHN  GARFIELD 
GIG  YOUNG  •  HARRY  CAREY  •  GEO  TOBIAS 
ARTHUR  KENNEDY  •  JAS  BROWN  •  JOHN 
RIDGELY    •  SCREEN  PLAY     DUDLEY  NICHOLS 


PRODUCTION 

Jack  L.  Warner 

Executive  Producer 
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Raftery  to  Argue 
Motion  on  April  19 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

others  to  eliminate  independent  com- 
petition at  Athens,  Ala. 

Raftery,  now  president  of  United 
Artists,  will  argue  a  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  findings  as  to  UA. 

George  H.  Armistead  Jr.,  chief 
counsel,  has  told  Judge  Davies  that 
counsel  for  the  exhibitor  defendants 
will  not  be  ready  by  April  19  to 
argue  their  motion  seeking  to  modify 
the  court's  findings  of  fact  as  to 
Rockwood  Amusement  Co.,  Chero- 
kee Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Kentucky 
Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  and  Cumber- 
land Amusement  Co 

The  motion  asks  for  the  elimina- 
tion of  these  four  defendants  from 
the  terms  of  the  findings  of  fact  al- 
together or  at  least  as  to  divesti- 
ture of  stock  or  interests  in  any 
corporate  defendant  or  affiliate  of 
the  corporation.  Armistead  did  not 
indicate  when  exhibitor  defense  coun- 
sel would  be  ready  for  hearing  on 
their   motion. 

Brief  supplemental  motions  as  to 
paragraphs  in  the  first  motion  as 
to  an  independent  exhibitor's  ability 
to  get  pictures  at  Rockwood  were 
filed  by  Armistead  on  March  31. 


Kalmenson  Calls  District 
Managers  to  N.  Y.  Parley 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rent  and  future  sales  policies,  the 
conference  will  be  addressed  by 
Charles  Einfeld,  now  in  the  East. 
Other  home  office  executives  who 
will  participate  in  the  sessions  in- 
clude Arthur  Sachson,  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  Roy  Haines,  Jules  Lapidus, 
Norman  H.  Moray,  A.  W.  Schwal- 
berg  and  Ed  Hinchy. 

District  managers  attending  will  include 
Harry  A.  Seed,  with  headquarters  in  New 
York ;  Norman  Ayers,  Boston ;  Robert 
Smeltzer,  Washington;  Charles  Rich,  Cleve- 
land ;  William  S.  Shartin,  Chicago ;  Hall 
Walsh.  St.  Louis;  Ralph  L.  McCoy,  Atlanta; 
Henry  Herbel,  Los  Angeles,  and  Wolfe  Cohen, 
Toronto. 


Walt  Burgon  Hospitalized 

Buffalo — -Walter  Burgon,  former 
assistant  manager  of  Shea's  Hippo- 
drome, is  in  Buffalo's  Marine  Hospi- 
tal on  sick  leave,  following  comple- 
tion of  basic  training  at  the  Samp- 
son (N.  Y.)  Training  Station. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


CAROL   FR1NK,   film  editor,   Chicago  Sun. 

GEORGE  BALL,  head  booker,  20th-Fox,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

JACK  ELLSTROM,  second  booker,  20th-Fox, 
Pittsburgh. 

JOSEFH  ORNSTEIN,  booker,  20th-Fox,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

ANDREW    GIBSON,    manager,    'Erlanger,    Buffalo. 

MARIE  WOOLITZ,  assistant,  Warners,  Youngs- 
town,   O. 

CARRIE     ABRAMS     BECKLEY,     assistant,     Ohio, 

Canton,  0. 
JOHN  A.  AUER,  producer,  RKO. 


Show  of  the  Year 

•  •  •  WHEN  the  history  of  the  entertainment  field's  contributions 
to  the  war's  winning  has  been  written,  one  of  the  brightest  chapters 
will  tell  of  last  night's  huge  all-star  show  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden,  spon- 
sored by  our  War  Activities  Committee,  the  American  Theater  Wing,  and 

the  Hollywood  Victory  Committee,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Red  Cross 

Climaxing  the  current  industry  drive,  this  benefit  brought  a  big  six- 
figure  sum  to  the  coffers  of  the  Greatest  Mother  in  the.  World, — and  greal 

glory  to  all  who  made  it  the  outstanding  success  it  was It  was  a 

co-operative  effort  by  notables  of  screen,  stage  and  radio Into  it 

went  the  mind,  the  heart  and  the  soul  of  producers,  directors,  players, 

technicians   and   publicists Some    1,000   participants    made   up   the 

cast  and  of  these  a  good  75  were  big  names  before  Coast  cameras, 

Broadway  footlights  and  the  nation's  microphones You  can  imagine 

what  the  array  of  talent  was  like  when  it  is  cited  that  the  trailer  shown 
in  local  theaters  for  quite  a  span  prior   to  the   performance  itself  was 

almost  a  one-reeler,  just  to  tell  John  Q.  Public  who  was  in  the  cast! 

From   Judge   Shalleck,   executive   chairman,   down   to   the   most   obscure 

person   taking   part   great   credit   is   due Marvin   Schenck   headed 

the  entertainment  committee,  made  up  of  Gus  Eyssell,  Bert  Lytell,  Leon 
Leonidoff,  James  Sauter,  Nat  Karson,  Lou  Wolfson,  Jesse  Kaye,  Sonny 
Werblin,  Ben  Boyar,  Harry  Romm,  Harry  Levine,  Larry  Puck,  Alan 
Corelli,  Milton  Berger,  with  Ed  Sullivan  and  Bob  Weitman,  co-chairmen 

Leon  Leonidoff  staged  the  show  and  Erno  Rapee  was  its  musical 

director.  .  .  •  A  special  series  of  four  one-sheets,  each  a  picturization 
of  one  of  the  'Tour  Freedoms"  will  be  sent  to  more  than  16,000  theaters 
by  OWI  for  posting  during  May.  ...  •  In  a  special  two-week  cam- 
paign to  collect  copper,  brass  and  bronze  in  the  Chicago  area,  with  co-op 
of  public  and  parochial  schools,  exhibs.  added  more  than  100,000  lbs. 
of  these  metals! 

▼  TV 

•  •      «      A  VENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Harry  Thomas  Testifies 
In  Welansky 's  Defense 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

party  entertained  by  Herman  Rifkin 
at  the  night  club. 

Thomas  told  the  court  that  "peo- 
ple acted  like  wild  animals  when  the 
cry  of  fire  was  sounded"  and  recount- 
ed a  harrowing  tale  of  the  suffering 
of  the  night.  He  was  hospitalized 
for  19  days. 

Attorney  General  Bushnell,  cross 
examining  Thomas,  asked  "You 
know,  do  you  not,  that  Benjamin 
Welansky,  brother  of  Barney  and 
James  Welansky,  on  trial  here  is  a 
stockholder  in  Monogram  Pictures?" 

Thomas  replied  "yes"  but  denied 
that  he  knew  Barnet  Welansky  took 
over  Benjamin's  holdings  later. 
Thomas  earlier  testified  that  Ben- 
jamin called  upon  him  at  the  hos- 
pital. 


Davidson  Leaves  20th-Fox 

Pittsburgh — Joseph  Davidson,  head 
booker  for  the  local  20th  Century- 
Fox  exchange,  has  resigned  after  10 
years  service. 


Send  Kaufman,  Rosselli 
To  Trial  Here  April  19 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Clancy.  Six  others,  Paul  Ricca,  Louis 
Camagna,  Frank  Maritote,  Phillip 
D'Andrea,  Ralph  Pierce  and  Charles 
Gioe,  under  the  same  indictment 
also  will  be  tried  on  that  date  after 
their  hearing  in  Chicago  tomorrow. 
All  are  charged  with  extortion  and 
mail  fraud  against  the  film  industry.< 

Would  Relax  111.  Statutes 
Covering  Minors  as  Ushers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  stringent  laws  relative  to  the 
employment  of  minors  as  ushers. 

United  Theater  Owners  of  Illinois 
has  expressed  a  need  for  legislation 
to  curb  what  it  calls  the  "oppressive" 
Ascap  rates. 

Local  702  Elects  Sec'y 

Viola  D.  LaPreste  has  been  elected 
recording  secretary  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Laboratory  Technicians 
Union,  Local  702,  IATSE,  as  suc- 
cessor to  Amy  G.  Noll,  who  recently 
resigned  to  make  her  home  in  Mexi- 


Warners  Victorious 
In  Copyright  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

mark  &  Sons,  a  Warner  subsidiary. 

The    original    copyright    and    re- 
newal terms  were  sold  to  Witmark 
by  George  Graff,  author  of  the  com-^ 
position.     Both  Witmark  and  Gr^fE 
later  applied  for  the  renewal  ter  v 
with  the  latter  raising  the  test  issL.' 
that    this    previous    assignment    ofj 
the  renewal  was  not  binding  because 
he  was  not  empowered  to  turn  over 
his  interest  before  the  proper  time 
to  apply  for  a  renewal. 

Fred  Fisher  Music  Co.,  to  whom  Graff  alsc  j 
assigned    his    renewal    term,    had    started    pub  j 
lication    of    the    song    and    Witmark    broughi 
suit  against   Fisher  to  restrain  him  from  pub 
lishing    the    number. 

Argued   by    Perkins   for   WB 

Case  was  decided  against  Fisher  in  thi 
District  Court  of  New  York  and  the  Circui 
Court  of  Appeals,  and  when  it  was  carriec 
to  the  Supreme  Court  the  action  was  argue< 
there  for  two  days,  Jan.  14-15,  by  Robert  W 
Perkins,  general  counsel  for  Warners,  on  be 
half  of  Witmark.  John  Schulman,  of  Hays 
St.  John,  Abramson  &  Schulman,  representei ' 
Fisher. 

The  point  which  the  Supreme  Court  hai 
to  decide  was  whether  or  not  a  copyrigh 
holder  may  assign  his  expectancy  of  the  re 
newal  right  which  arises  at  the  expiratioi  i 
of  the  original  28-year  copyright  grant,  am 
the  Warner  music  firm  was  upheld  in  thi 
in  view  of  a  contract  signed  by  Graff  givini 
Witmark  "the  right  to  copyright  and  re 
new." 

In    effect,    the    high    court    declined    to    in 

terpret    the    law    as    a   medium    to    protect    a 

author  from  his  own  bad  business  judgment. 

Court  Sees  Single  Question 

"Plainly,"  wrote  Justice  Frankfurter,  authc  i 
of  the  majority  opinion,  "there  is  only  on 
question  before  us — does  the  copyright  lai 
nullify  an  agreement  by  an  author,  mad 
during  the  original  copyright  term,  to  assig 
its  renewal?"  The  conclusion  is  of  fere 
"that  the  Copyright  Act  of  1909  does  nc 
nullify  agreements  by  authors  to  assign  the: 
renewal   interests." 

Justices  Black,  Douglas  and  Murphy,  th 
minority,  felt  that  Congress  had  intende 
to  reserve  renewal  privileges  for  the  person; 
benefit  of  authors  and  their  families  and 
was  their  contention  that  the  judgment  of  tr. 
lower   courts   should   have   been   reversed. 

Although  a  song  composition  served  to  brin  , 
a    ruling   on    this    point,    the    decision    will    t 
equally    applicable    to    the    literary    properti< 
in  the  catalogs  of  film,   radio  book  publishir 
and    other    companies. 


Wage  Boost  for  Local  F-5 

Cleveland — Local  F-5  has  entere 
into   an  agreement  with   the  Cleve  1 
land  M-G-M  exchange  calling  for   I 
wage    increase    retroactive    to    De 
23,  1942,  according  to  business  mam 
ger  Dan  Cowhig. 


Correction 

In  reporting  the  death  of  Al  Weis 
operating  the   Liberty   and   Capito 
McKeesport,  Pa.,  it  was  erroneous! 
stated   that  he   was    survived   by 
widow.   Weiss  was  unmarried. 


300  M  &  P  Employes 
Serving  Uncle  Sam 

Boston  —  Approximately  300  em- 
ployes of  M  &  P  circuit  are  now  in 
uniform,  according  to  home  office 
figures.  Circuit's  service  flag  has 
one  gold  star — for  Arthur  Lanigan, 
who  went  down  with  the  USS  Hous- 
ton. Two  others  are  listed  as  missing 
in  action. 
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irop  Truman  Probe 
in  Film  Commissions 
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mid  be  little  to  gain  by  further 
rsuit  of  these  inquiries  and,  from 
re,  it  seems  that  nothing  much  has 
en  gained  by  what  has  happened. 
K*st  Saturday's  hearing,  at  which 
^lersecretary  of  War  Robert  P. 
tterson  came  on  his  own  initiative 
explain  a  few  changes  in  the 
ray's  photographic  setup  and  to 
fend  Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  ob- 
)us  butt  of  the  committee's  in- 
stigation's, was  the  last  chapter, 
■en  that  chapter  might  not  have 
en  written  in  public  had  not  Pat- 
son  requested  that  he  be  heard  in 
en   session. 

Patterson  explained  the  organiza- 
•n  of  the  new  Army  Pictorial  Ser- 
•e,  under  Gen.  Brehon  Somervell, 
mmanding  general,  Army  Service 
■ices.  In  direct  charge  is  Gen. 
illiam  H.  Harrison,  with  Col.  Kirk 
Lawton,  former  head  of  the  Sig- 

1  Corps'  Army  Pictorial  Division, 
•ving  as  deputy  chief.  Rumors 
it  Lawton  will  be  asked  to  resign 
9  not  substantiated  by  officers  who 
irk  with  the  two.  Their  story  is 
at  the  two  men  have  great  respect 

,  c    each    other   and   work   well   to- 
other. 

When  Patterson  revealed  that  Col. 

nuck  has   asked   to   be  placed   on 

2  inactive  list  the  committee  sur- 
ised  him  by  its  reaction.    Whereas 

3  senators  have  been  sharply  criti- 
l  of  the  Army  for  putting  the  for- 

i  Twentieth-Fox  production  chief 
uniform,  they  are  just  as  strongly 
posed  to  seeing  him  doff  that  uni- 
rm. 

Although  Zanuck's  name  was  han- 
;d  roughly — he  was  not  in  the 
aring  room — it  is  probable  that  he 
-s  not  entirely  displeased  with  the 
;istence  of  the  senators  that  he 
nain  in  uniform.  His  request  to 
placed  upon  the  inactive  list,  it 
understood,  was  made  under  pres- 
re  from  Army  officials  anxious  to 

'pease  the  legislators.  The  probable 
:come  of  Saturday's  hearing  is  that 

I's  Army  will  decide  against  placing 

!:n  on  the  inactive  list. 
Chairman    Andrew    May    of    the 
mse    Military   Affairs    Committee, 
guest  of  the  Truman  Committee, 


.s  the  only  one  of  the  solons  to 
fjuire  about  Col.  Zanuck's  military 
ckground.  He  was  informed  that 
nuck  enlisted  during  the  first 
orld  War  at  the  age  of  15,  and  saw 
erseas  service. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Indianapolis  —  Helen  Newman, 
ughter  of  Duff  Newman,  Para- 
)unt  salesman,  and  Pvt.  Paul  Bus- 
1,  AAF,  will  be  married  Easter 
♦nday,  in  Fresno,  Calif.  The  bride 
^employed  at  Warners  exchange. 


Ah,  'Tis  Spring! 

Cleveland — When  the  robins  come 
and  when  the  Drive-In  theaters  get 
ready  to  open,  then  Spring  is  really 
here.  First  to  open  in  this  territory 
is  the  Lima  Drive-ln  which  Horace 
Shock  opens  Friday.  On  April  24, 
Boyer's  Auto  Theater  in  Strassburg 
and  the  Starlight  Drive-ln  of  Akron, 
will  open  their  doors.  Preparations 
for  the  opening  of  Cleveland's  two 
Drive-Ins  are  being  made,  but  no 
opening  date  has  been  set. 


Newark  Funeral  Today 
For  Smith,  Trade  Pioneer 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Brooklyn  in  1906  and  he  was  general- 
ly credited  with  having  given  the 
name  of  Paramount  to  the  company 
which  was  the  outgrowth  of  Famous 
Players. 

Smith,  who  was  70  at  his  death, 
operated  theaters  from  1906  until 
1912  when  he  obtained  the  Famous 
Players  franchise  for  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  half  of  North 
Carolina,  establishing  exchanges  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Wash- 
ington. He  also  acquired  the  Metro 
franchise  for  the  same  territories 
until  he  sold  it  to  Robert  Lynch.  He 
was  district  manager  for  Paramount 
in  Philadelphia  and  Washington  un- 
til his  retirement  in  1931. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Clara  J. 
Smith,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Robert 
Mapletoft. 


Rites  in  Indianapolis 
For  Wade  W.  Willamn 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  Lake  Manitou  following  a  year's 
illness.  Willamn  retired  a  year  ago 
after  19  years  with  Metro. 

His   widow,   three  daughters,   two 
brothers  and  a  sister  survive. 


Fr.  White  Rites  Tomorrow 

Funeral  services  for  the  Rev.  John 
F.  White,  chaplain-treasurer  of  the 
Catholic  Actors  Guild  of  America, 
who  died  suddenly  Friday  night  in 
St.  Francis  Hospital  at  55,  will  be 
held  tomorrow  morning  in  St.  Agnes' 
Catholic  Church  in  Manhattan.  In- 
terment will  be  in  Calvary  Cemetery, 
Queens. 


Julius  Wasniewski  Dead 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — Julius  Wisniew- 
ski,  77,  former  operator  of  the  Mid- 
get Theater  here  and  founder  of  the 
Monarch  Talking  Picture  Co.,  which 
experimented  with  the  production  of 
sound  films  nearly  30  years  ago,  is 
dead  here. 


Sleight,  Architect,  Dead 

Fairlawn,  N.  J.— Albert  E.  Sleight, 
architect  and  theater  designer  of  this 
city,  is  dead  in  Pueblo,  Colo.  In  Pat- 
erson,  where  he  maintained  offices 
for  30  years,  he  designed  the  Ma- 
jestic and  Garden  Theaters,  down- 
town  fi:  st-run   houses. 


McNult  Backs  Hershey 
Actor  Deferment  Ban 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Leader  Kay  Kyser,  whose  appeal 
from  a  1-A  classification  was  denied 
late  last  month  McNutt  said  "that's 
no  reflection  on  the  man."  Admitting 
that  Kyser  has  done  fine  work  for 
the  war  effoit,  he  said,  "once  you 
start  there  (deferring  men)  where 
would  you  stop?" 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  Gen.  Her- 
shey declared  that  "there  are  only 
two  reasonable  grounds  for  defer- 
ment. Either  the  Government  doesn't 
want  a  man  or  the  Government  wants 
him  somewhere  else." 


Newspeper  Amusement 
Linage  Goes  Up  10% 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

totaled  140,330  against  100,691  dur- 
ing the  first  two  months  of  1942. 

The  New  York  Times'  amusement 
linage,  according  to  Advertising  Age, 
leaped  from  128,554  in  January  and 
February,  1942,  to  154,599  lines  dur- 
ing the  same  period  this  year,  repre- 
senting an  advance  of  approximate- 
ly 25  per  cent. 

The  News  gained  24  per  cent; 
Sun,  26  per  cent;  World-Telegram, 
29  per  cent;  Mirror,  35  per  cent,  and 
the  Post,  28  per  cent,  Advertising 
Age  said. 

The  distributing  companies  are  turning  more 
and  more  to  newspaper  and  radio  advertising, 
the  trade  magazine  asserts.  Columbia  is 
launching  a  newspaper  and  radio  campaign 
for  '"The  More  the  Merrier,"  using  radio 
time  in  51  key  cities  six  weeks  before  the 
picture's  opening  and  continuing  during  its 
run.  M-G-M  is  boosting  its  advertising  pool 
by  25  per  cent.  Co-operative  advertising  is 
being  conducted  on  a  wide  scale  by  20th 
Century-Fox  which  is  sending  transcription 
messages   to    theater    owners    for    radio    use. 

Paramount  is  increasing  its  use  of  radio 
but  only  as  re-inforcement  for  the  newspapers, 
according  to  Advertising  Age.  while  Universal 
has  hiked  its  advertising  with  color  pages  in 
magazines  and  newspapers.  United  Artists, 
RKO  and  Warner  Bros,  also  are  boosting 
their    advertising    commitments. 


Higher  Children's  Scale 
For  Downtown  Rochester 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gent  and  Loew's  Rochester  effected 
the  new  increase. 


Akron — Exhibitors  here  report 
that  there  have  been  no  squawks 
from  the  patrons  following  a  five 
cent  admission  price  boost.  "  A  nickel 
more  for  a  good  picture  does  not 
keep  patrons  away  any  more  than 
a  nickel  reduction  would  bring  them 
in  for  a  mediocre  picture"  according 
to  a  leading  theater  owner. 


STORKS 


Chicago  —  Arthur  Catlin,  former 
UA  publicity  rep.  in  Chicago,  now 
with  RKO,  is  the  father  of  a  baby 
boy. 
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Profits  today  are  not  point  rationed  like  spinach  or  pork-shoulder  or  sauerkraut  ...  All  the 
profits  you  want  — are  yours  — self  service  .  .  .You  simply  file  your  intentions  that  you  want 

d  take  it .  .  .  For  this  war  has  placed  a  I 
.jew  prospects  at  your  disposal  .  .  .  Workers  with  more  jingle-jangle-jingle  in  their  jeai 
than  usual  .  .  .  Combustion  charioteers  who  no  longer  garnish  Route  9  or  26  or  38  ...  or 
Burgville-on-the-Turnpike . .  .with  moolah  that  was  earmarked  for  your  own  ticket  wicket . . . 
Other  people  of  all  inclinations  .  .  .who  relish  real  relaxation  relayed  in  reels  .  ..  and  will 
pay  the  market  price  .  .  And  incidentally  what  are  you  doing  about  bringing  them  back 
next  week? .  .  .  next  month? .  .  .  next  year? .  .  .  That's  what  an  increased  Advertising  appro- 
priation today  .  .  .  holds  in  escrow  for  you  .  .  .  profits  TODAY.  .  .  profits  TOMORROW.  .  . 
profits  ALWAYS  .  .  .  else  why  be  in  business?.  .  .  y'see  there's  no  point  to  it. 
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I C  A  DISPOSES  OF  ALL  R  K  0  C0RPJ5T0CK 

'ed  Collins  to  Head  Unit  for  RKO  Distribution 


Editorial 


Another  Dud 

.  .  .  via  the  Senate 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


ECISION  of  the  Senate's  Truman  Com- 

,   mittee    to    drop    its    inquiry    into   Army 

ning  f.lm  contracts  and  the  Army's  com- 

sioning    of     industryites     in     the     Signal 

ps  should  bring — and  probably  already  has 

ught — a   sigh   of   deep   relief  from   those 

o   induced   the  Truman   group  to  bid   for 

;e  One's  spotlight  via  that  ancient  dodge 

■  "investigating  the   movies." 

;or  as  an  industry  "expose"  with  attend- 

'    sensationalism,    the    inquiry,    like    the 

late  pre-war  "witch  hunt"  which  preceded 

proved    a    dud,    and    must    have    left    its 

■ponents  with  extremely  red  faces. 

o 

EAD  the  full  statement  made  by  Robert 
•  P.  Patterson,  Under  Secretary  of  War, 
'i  these  points  stand  out: 
First,  as  to  the  arrangement  by  which 
!  Research  Council  was  associated  with 
;  Army  film  program:  "This  leaves  the 
unci!  in  the  position  not  only  of  having 
ide  no  profit  on  the  training  film  pro- 
am  but  also  of  having  contributed  to  the 
vernment  program  a  sum  between  $30,000 
d  $40,000  out  of  its  own  income  received 
im  its  contributions  from  its  producer 
:mbers.  Since  I  understood  that  the  pro- 
bers themselves  did  not  include  in  their 
st  many  items  which  would  have  been 
Dperly  chargeable,  I  believe  that  the  War 
apartment  has  benefited  financially  by  the 
■angement  made." 

Second,  as  to  the  military  service  of  Col. 
irryl  F.  Zanuck:  "Colonel  Zanuck  has 
en  commended  by  the  Chief  Signal  Officer 
r  his  courage,  energy,  patriotism  and  ac- 
mplishment.  ...  He  has  made  a  heavy 
rsonal  financial  sacrifice.  I  do  not  be- 
ve  that  he  is  subject  to  any  personal 
iticism." 

Third,  where  The  Inspector  General's  own 
quiry,  which  paralleled  the  Truman  Com- 
ittee's  investigation,  uncovered  causes  for 
iticism,  these  stemmed  from  administrative 
stems  and  procurement  methods  in  vogue 
the  Army  itself. 

o 

10R  example,  the  reorganization  of  the 
Signal  Corps'  Army  Pictorial  Division  as 
e  Army  pictorial  Service,  directly  respons- 
••e  to  General  Somervell,  Commanding  Gen- 
ial, Army  Service  Forces,  most  certainly 
Meets  no  film  industry  concern  or  re- 
•onsibility. 
Incidentally,    it    is    significant    that    the 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Kate  Smith  to  Star  in 
Dressier  Story;  Jessel 
Stars  in  "Minstrel  Man" 


Ted  Collins  will  become  executive 
producer  of  his  own  unit  under  a 
deal  set  with  RKO  for  distribution, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  Charles 
Koerner,  RKO  production  chief,  is 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  Collins  in 
Hollywood  to  sign  the  final  papers. 

Collins  will  produce  two  pictures 
for  the  RKO  program.  One  is  "The 
Life  of  Marie  Dressier,"  starring 
Kate  Smith;  the  other  is  "Minstrel 
Man,"  based  on  the  life  of  Eddie 
Leonard,  and  starring  George  Jessel. 
Jessel  scored  heavily  when  he  starred 

(Continued    on   Page   8) 


Blanks  Establish 
Memorial  Hospital 


Des  Moines,  la. — A.  H.  Blank, 
president  of  Tri-States  and  Central 
States  Theaters  Corporations,  and 
Mrs.  Blank,  have  made  a  gift  of 
$125,000  for  a  children's  hospital. 
To  be  known  as  the  Raymond  Blank 
Memorial  hospital,  it  will  be  erected 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Red  Cross  Collections 
Run  25  to  100%  Ahead 


With  theaters  reporting  increases 
of  from  25  per  cent  to  100  per  cent 
over  sums  netted  in  other  collection 
drives,  Claude  Lee,  campaign  direc- 
tor, said  yesterday  that  the  Red 
Cross    War    Fund    drive    appeared 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Harmon  to  Capital 
For  Official  Talks 

Francis  Harmon,  executive  vice- 
chairman  of  the  WAC,  arrives  in 
Washington  today  for  a  series  of 
conferences  with  Government  offi- 
cials on  industry  subjects.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  WPB,  OWI  and 
other  agency  chiefs.  Harmon  will 
return  to  New  York  Friday. 


Leo  Spitz,  Skirball 
To  Make  Allen  Film 


Leo  Spitz,  former  RKO  head  and 
until  recently  in  private  law  practice 
in  Chicago,  has  joined  Jack  Skirball 
in  a  production  unit  that  will  pro- 
duce a  picture  starring  Fred  Allen 
as  its  initial  venture.  Spitz  withdrew 
from  the  law  firm  of  Spitz  &  Adcock 
to  join  forces  with  Skirball  in  Holly- 
wood. Walter  Batchelor  represented 
Allen  in  the  negotiations. 

Present  plans  call  for  the  Allen 
picture  to  go  into  production  in  July 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


UA  to  Release  15  More 
During  Current  Season 


United  Artists,  which  has  passed 
the  half-way  mark  in  production  for 
the  current  season  with  more  than 
15  features  already  distributed,  has 
approximately  15  more  set  for  re- 
lease during  the  Spring  and  Sum- 
mer, Carl  Leserman,  UA  general 
sales   manager,   said  yesterday. 

For  April  release  UA  will  follow 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Murray  Silverstone  to  Fox? 

Mentioned  as  Laudy  Lawrence's  Successor 


WMC  to  Determine  Lab. 
Workers  Status  Tomorrow 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Essentiality  of  work 
ers  in  several  laboratory  jobs  _  is 
definitely  scheduled  for  consideration 
tomorrow  by  the  essential  activities 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


That  talks  looking  to  the  engage- 
ment of  Murray  Silverstone  as 
head  of  20th-Fox's  international  de- 
partment have  been  in  progress  was 
admitted  yesterday  at  the  company's 
home-office.  If  Silverstone  should 
join  the  firm  he  will  become  suc- 
cessor to  Laudy  Lawrence,  who  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Block  Held  by  Rockefeller 
Center  Also  Sold;  Expect 
Atlas  Corp.  to  Get  Blocks 


RCA  is  stepping  out  of  the  RKO 
Corp.  picture  through  the  disposal  of 
all  its  holdings  in  the  parent  RKO 
company  to  an  underwriting  syndi- 
cate headed  by  Dillon,  Read  &  Co.,  it 
was    learned    yesterday. 

Rockefeller  Center,  Inc.,  also  is  dis- 
posing of  96,000  shares  of  RKO 
Corp.  common  to  the  same  group 
which  will  make  a  secondary  dis- 
tribution. Stock  Exchange  firms  are 
understood  associated  with  Dillon, 
Read  in  the  move. 

In  the  aggregate,  the  RKO  securi- 

(Continned   on    Page   8) 


Appeal  Board  Cites 
Section  X  Weakness 


Appeal  Board  has  affirmed  the 
award  of  an  arbitrator  who  dis- 
missed the  complaint  of  the  Capitol 
Theater,  New  Braunfels,  Tex.,  which 
sought  first  run  product  from  the 
five  consenting  companies. 

Emil  Heinen  and  Louis  Forshage 
took  back  the  Capitol  after  its  lease 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Circuit  Court  Reserves 
Decision  in  Tax  Action 


U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
yesterday  reserved  decision  in  a 
social  security  tax  action  which 
might  affect  many  presentation  hou- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Constance  Collier 

On  Chaplin's  Staff 

Resumption  of  production  activity 
by  Charles  Chaplin  was  forecast 
yesterday  when  he  announced  he  had 
signed  Constance  Collier  to  do  pre- 
liminary research  on  "The  French 
Bluebeard."  The  actress-playwright- 
producer  will  remain  in  New  York 
for  the  present,  going  to  Hollywood 
just  before  the  pix  goes  into  pro- 
duction. 
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Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd..  . 

East.    Kodak    1 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

Para.    1st    pfd 1 

RKO    

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 1 

Warner    Bros 
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NEW   YORK 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
1 
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Withdraw  "Point  Rationing" 

WAC  is  withdrawing  "Point  Ra- 
tioning of  Food,"  six  minute  short, 
from  distribution  at  the  request  of 
the   OPA. 


WANTED 

Accountant — Motion  Picture  Experience — 
Assume  full  responsibility  home  office 
and  branch  accounting — Work  in  Pitts- 
burgh— Capable  preparing  monthly  finan- 
cial  statements.      Write — 

Box  137  THE   FILM   DAILY 

1501  B'way  N.  Y.  C. 


Ohio  ITO  Fund  to  Send 
Smokes  to  Service  Men 


Columbus,  O. — A  cigarette  fund 
for  Ohio  boys  with  the  armed  forces 
has  been  inaugurated  by  the  ITO 
of  Ohio.  An  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  Chesterfield  whereby  ciga- 
rettes can  be  purchased  in  case  lots 
for  50  cents  a  carton,  or  $25  per 
case    (50  cartons  or  500  packages.) 

With  every  ten  cases  purchased 
at  $25  per  case,  the  manufacturer 
will  donate  one  case.  Letters,  stat- 
ing that  the  cigarettes  are  presented 
with  the  compliments  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theater  Owners  of  Ohio, 
will  accompany  each   shipment. 

Pete  Wood,  ITO  secretary,  con- 
tributed $10  to  start  the  fund  off. 


SWG  Writer  Survey  to 
Discover  Best  Utilization 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood — A  survey  to  determine 
the  most  productive  utilization  of 
screen  writing  talent  by  the  industry, 
Army  and  other  Government  agen- 
cies making  films  is  being  conducted 
by  the  Screen  Writers  Guild.  Initial 
part  of  the  survey  is  a  questionnaire 
which  seeks  to  find  the  number  of 
available  screen  writers,  current  job 
status,  extent  to  which  they  are  em- 
ployed and  their  work  history. 


Reisman  Leaves  for  S.  A. 
Tour  Monday  or  Tuesday 


Phil  Reisman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  RKO's  foreign  department, 
leaves  Monday  or  Tuesday  for  a  tour 
of  all  of  the  South  American  coun- 
tries. Reisman  will  devote  his  time 
to  both  RKO  interests  and  those  of 
the  Coordinator  of  Inter-American 
Affairs.  He  will  be  gone  about  eight 
weeks. 


Will  Integrate  Program 
Of  WAC,  East  and  West 


Integration  of  the  work  of  the 
WAC,  East  and  West,  will  be  the 
goal  of  conferences  to  be  held  here 
following  the  arrival  Friday  from  the 
Coast  of  Fred  Beetson,  co-ordinator 
of  the  Hollywood  WAC.  Beetson 
will  huddle  here  with  Francis  Har- 
mon, William  F.  Rodgers,  Si  Fabian, 
Phil  Reisman,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Wal- 
ton Anient  and  Martin  Quigley. 


Margaret  Bourke-White 
Signed  by  Sam  Goldwyn 

West    Coal    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Sam  Goldwyn  yester- 
day signed  Margaret  Bourke-White 
as  still  photographer  for  "The  North 
Star."  Ace  femme  photographer,  who 
knows  her  Soviet  Russia  first  hand, 
will  come  on  in  late  April  after  she 
finishes  her  current  lecture  tour.  She 
recently  returned  from  Africa  where 
she  was  attached  to  the  12th  Air 
Force  Bomber  Command. 


Another  Dud 

.  .  .  via  the  Senate 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Under  Secretary  of  War  was  at  pains  to  ad- 
vise the  Truman  Committee  that  the  Signal 
Corps  in  effecting  its  arrangement  with 
the  Research  Council  had  acted  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and, 
further,  that  Colonel  Zanuck  in  retaining 
for  a  time  his  20th-Fox  and  Research  Coun- 
cil posts  did  so  "with  the  knowledge  and 
approval  of  the  Chief  Signal   Officer." 

As  to  the  propriety  of  the  Signal  Corps' 
action  in  commissioning  the  20fh-Fox  studio 
chief  a  lieutenant-colonel,  it  might  be 
noted,  finally,  that  the  new  Chief  of  the 
Army  Pictorial  Service,  Brig.  Gen.  William 
H.  Harrison,  also  entered  the  Army  from 
civil  life.  Before  receiving  his  commis- 
sion, he  had  headed  the  WPB's  Production 
Division. 

Maybe  Colonel  Zanuck  should  have 
been  in  some  other  business. 


WMC  to  Determine  Lab. 
Workers  Status  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

committee  of  the  War  Manpower 
Commission.  Four  jobs  are  believed 
to   be    under    consideration. 

The  matter  was  expected  to  be 
reached  yesterday,  but  it  was  learned 
that  the  committee  did  not  get 
through  more  than  half  of  its  agenda. 


Coast  Producers  Preparing 
Deferment  Lists  for  WMC 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Producing  companies 
are  preparing  lists  of  employes  for 
whom  they  will  ask  deferment,  and 
these  are  expected  to  be  submitted 
to  War  Manpower  Commission  office 
here  and  then  forwarded  to  the  State 
Selective  Service,  which  in  turn  will 
distribute  them  to  various  local  draft 
boards  for  their  guidance  when  men 
are  called  up. 

Whether  this  number  will  reach  or 
exceed  1,500,  as  given  in  a  published 
report,  is  difficult  to  estimate.  In 
the  meantime,  producers  are  not  too 
alarmed  over  plan  to  call  married 
men  with  children,  inasmuch  as  a 
large  percentage  of  key  men  are 
more  than  38  years  old. 


Affiliated  to  Book-Buy 
For  Gordon  Circuit's  17 


Boston — Affiliated  Theaters  will  do* 
the  booking  and  buying  for  the  Gor- 
don chain  in  the  future.  This  chain 
headed  by  Arthur  Lockwood  and 
Louis  Gordon,  now  in  the  armed  ser- 
vices owns  and  controls  17  theaters 
in  New  England.  Exchanges  have 
been  notified  of  the  new  deal. 


Hazel  Scott  Feted  at  Reception 

Barney  Josephson,  in  concert  with 
Columbia  Pictures,  tendered  a  cock- 
tail reception  at  Cafe  Society  yes- 
terday afternoon  in  honoi  of  Hazel 
Scott  whose  initial  feature  picture, 
"Something  to  Shout  About,"  opens 
at  Loew's  Criterion  today.  A  large 
representation  of  trade  paper  scribes 
attended  as  did  delegates  of  metro- 
politan dailies  and  national  mag- 
azines. 


COminG  and  GOiDC 


FRANCIS   HARMON  arrives  in  Washington 
day    from    New    York. 

ZAC   FREEDMAN   leaves  for  the  Coast  on 
Century   today. 

SAM    SCHIFF    trains   for   Hollywood    tomorrc 

WILLIAM    J.    KUPPER,    executive   assistant 
Tom  J.  Connors,  20th-Fox  distribution   boss- 
trained    yesterday    for    Miami    to    visit    hif 
in    the    Air    Corps    who     is     recuperating 
pneumonia. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS  returned  yesterday  fr 
Chicago  with  his  brother,  CHARLES. 

ILKA  CHASE  is  due  tomorrow  from  the  Co« 

NUNNALLY  JOHNSON  has  arrived  in  Hoi 
wcod    from    New    York. 

CORNELIA  OTIS  SKINNER  goes  to  the  Co 
April    17. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  general  manager  of  Trai 
Lux  Theaters,  is  in  Boston  today  and  will  be 
Washington    tomorrow. 

FRANK  BUCK  is  making  P.A.'s  upstate 
connection  with   "Jacare." 

RAL!"H  STITT,  20th  Century-Fox  exploite 
is   in  Albany. 

CHRISTINE  CORDON,  Czechoslovakian  actre 
is  in  Cleveland  to  attend  the  world  premii 
there  tomorrow  of  RKO's  "1  Walked  With 
Zombie,"  in  which  she  makes  her  first  appei 
ance    in   American    films. 

W.  STEWART  McDONALD  of  Warners  retu 
today    from    Washington. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  WB  short  subject  sa 
manager,  returns  today  from  a  tour  of  t 
company's  western  exchanges  and  a  week's  vi 
to    the    Burbank   studios. 

MARTIN  JUROW,  head  of  Warners'  taU 
bureau  in  the  East,  leaves  today  for  Boston  on 
New    England    scouting    tour. 

J.  J.  SHUBERT  is  in  Florida  to  recuper; 
from   his  recent  illness. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY  arrives  in  Atlanta  tod 
from    Charlotte,    returning    to    New    York    Frid; 

BERNIE  KREISLER  is  due  in  New  Orleans  tod; 
he  will  be  in  Memphis  Friday  and  Saturday. 


Frew,  Brauer  Resign  Fror 
"U"  Cleveland  Branch 


Cleveland — James    Frew,    Unive 
sal     branch    manager,    and    E.    jYj 
Brauer,  salesman,  have  resigned. 


Whyte  Funeral  Tomorrow 

Last  rites  for  Charles  Gordo 
Whyte,  56,  actor  and  radio  produce 
who  died  on  Monday,  will  be  he! 
tomorrow  noon  at  the  Walter  I 
Cooke  chapel  at  117  West  72nd  S 
Burial  will  be  in  Ocean  View  Cem« 
tery,    Staten   Island. 


GNY  Fund  Drive  May  3 

Greater  New  York  Fund  will  foi 
mally  launch  its  sixth  annual  driv 
on  May  3.  The  amount  sought  it 
$21,000,000. 
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Dpeal  Board  Cites 
iclion  X  Weakness 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Griffith  circuit  had  expired. 
•;  Capitol  formerly  played  first 
until  the  Griffiths  opened  the 
tuntex.  It  appears  that  the  de- 
viants had  not  refused  to  license 
\jnres  to  the  Capitol,  as  was  al- 
ed,    on    a    subsequent    run    basis 

for  first  runs   now  used   by  the 
tuntex  or  the  Cole. 
•Complainants  wanted  a  deal  only 

a  first  run  basis,  but  the  arbitra- 
dismissed  the  case.    It  was  dis- 
used   also    by    the    appeal    board. 
3    board,   however,    points   out   a 
akness     in     the     consent     decree 

*  h  the  following  summary: 
Before    concluding    this    opinion    we    wish 

I  comment  upon  an  omission  from  para- 
jh  B  5  of  Section  X  of  the  Decree  which 
eirs    to    us    to    work   a    manifest    injustice 

'  an  exhibitor  who  finds  himself  in  a 
ation  similar  to  that  of  the  complaintants 

,  this    case.      That    paragraph     provides     a 

,iedy  for  an  operator  who  has  himself   en- 

jed    the    requested    run    either    before    July 

1940    (sub-paragraph   a)    or,   in  some  cir- 

. stances,     after     that     date     (subparagraph 

It  also  includes  the  case  of  an  operator 

j  i,  presumably  not  enjoying  the  requested 
,  had  filed  a  written  demand  for  it  prior 
July  20,  1940  (sub-paragraph  c)  ;  as  well 
an  operator  whose  predecessor  had  filed 
a  a  demand   (sub-paragraph  d.)     There  is, 

''ever,  no  provision  applicable  to  the  case 
in  operator  whose  predecessor  filed  no  such 
land  because  he  was  in  the  actual  enjoy- 
it  of  the  requested  run.  Such  an  operator, 
n  if  he  is  the  owner  of  the  theater  like 
se   complainants,    may   be   in    a    worse   po- 

■n    than    if    the    requested    run    had    never 

n  enjoyed  at  his  theater  by  anyone.    Where 

requested   run    has    been    diverted    from    a 

Vplainant's     theater    to    a    circuit    theater, 

the    other    facts    provided    in    paragraph 

of   Section   X   are  found   to  exist,   there  is 

apparent    reason    for    this    differentiation. 

*  grievance    of    such    an    operator    is    real 
obvious.    There  is,  however,   no  provision 

paragraph  B  5  which  qualifies  him  to  pro- 
1  under  that  Section,  and  neither  an  Ar- 
ator  nor  this  Board  would  be  jusitfied 
Adding  it." 


mare,  Medford,  Mass., 
i  tks  Clearance  Changes 

i  Square  Theater,  Medford,  Mass., 
3  filed  a  demand  for  arbitration, 
?king  the  elimination  of  Maiden 
arance.  Under  the  present  set- 
,  it  is  alleged  that  the  Medford 
,i  Maiden  Theaters  have  as  much 
'  90  days  clearance  over  the  Square 
d  that  the  Square  has  been  asked 
wait  six  to  nine  months  after  the 
tipetitive  houses. 


Gavin    Cordon 
Walter  Winchell 


T  T  T 

Leo  (The  Lion)  Meets  Leo  (Durocher): 

•  O  •  IN  sharp  contrast  to  the  hot  stove  league,  which  has  been 
the  chief  activity  of  the  national  pastime  since  last  season,  there  was  an 

ice  box  league  game  yesterday  at  Ebbets  Field It  was  played  under 

the  aegis  of  Leo  the  Lion  in  connection  with  the  making  of  Red  Skelton's 

latest  starring  vehicle,  "Whistling  in  Brooklyn" Most  of  the  whistling 

on  this  occasion  was  done  by  a  roaring  northwest  wind  which  whipped 

across  the  diamond  at  gale  strength But  frigid  as  it  was,  it  couldn't 

chill  the  ardor  of  Our  Bums,  500  extras,  the  warm-humored  Skelton,  Di- 
rector S.  Sylvan  Simon,  and  the  Metro  cinema  crew 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     THE  batteries  for  yesterday's  game  were  cameras 

Swathed  in  protective  coats  against  the  cold,  they  were  set  up  at  the 
pitcher's  box  and  trained  upon  home  plate  where  most  of  the  action 

occurred Simon    wasn't    the   only   director   on    the   field No 

indeed,— for  Lippy  Leo  Durocher  did  his  fair  share  of  directorial  chores, 
as  he  kept  in  hand  the  Dodger  squad,— which  may  lhaw  out  by  open- 
ing day Our  Hums  doubled  in  brass,  some  arrayed  in  their  own 

club   uniforms,  others  appearing  as  members  of  the  Battling  Beavers, 

the  opposing  club,  bewhiskered  a  la  the  House  of  David So  un- 

revealing  of  visage  was  each  disguise  that  Lippy  Leo  had  trouble  be- 
times recognizing  some  of  his  high   price  ivory To    the  Dodger 

manager  should  go  a  wardrobe  credit  line,  for  he  and  Skelton  sported 
full-length,  blue  sateen  coats  with  black  fur  collars  and  decorative  white 
stripes  at  the  shoulders It  was  sartorially  terrific 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     INCREDIBLE  as  it  may  sound,  people  were  actually  paid  to 

come  into  Ebbets  Field They  were  the  extras, — a  whole  grandstand 

section  of  'em When  the  shootin'  started,  Lippy  Leo  shook  up  his 

batting  order  for   camera  purposes Billy  Herman  led  off His 

role  was  to  get  beaned  by  an  offering  sped  to  the  plate  by  Paul  Waner. 

acting    as   pitcher   and    crouched   before    the    mike    boom The   ball 

used   was   a  light   rubber  affair,   simulating   in    appearance   the   McCoy 

spheroid But  loe  Muscles  Medwick,  in  the  second  slot,  didn't  know 

this  and  exhibited  genuine  trepidation  at  his  assignment,  which  was  get- 
ting socked  in  the  back  with  the  pellet When  Muscles  was  sum- 
moned  to   the   batter's   box.   Director   Simon,   in   the    best    of   Hollywood 

etiquette,  addressed  him  as  Mister  Medwick This  brought  a  sharp 

protest  from  Lippy  Leo  as  follows:   "Next  time,  you  call  him  Joe 

Huhn!,   MISTER  Medwick!, — why  you're   just  making   it  tough   for  me!" 

After  that  it  was  Joe Then  in  the  slugging  spot  came  Arky 

Vaughan His    appearance    on    the    starboard    side    of    the    platter 

created  a  sensation ......  It  was  the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  baseball 

that  the  spectators  had  to  shift,  instead  of  the  outfield,  for  a  left  handed 

hitter Director  Simon  switched  the  fans  so's  they'd  be  in  line  with 

the  cameras Arky's  chore  was  to  get  hit  on  the  leg  by  a  close  pitch 

Final  grinding  was  of  Dolph  Camilli  popping  out  to  the  pitcher 

He  moaned:  "After  18  years  they  make  a  right  handed  hitter  out 

of  me!" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      THE  entire  morning  of  location  shots  was  not  without 

some  temperament One  of  Lippy  Leo's  lads  answered:  "You  even 

have  to  be  an  actor  on  this  club!" It  was  surprising  what  really 

good  actors  the  Dodgers  were  through  it  all Red  Skelton  is  tre- 
mendously popular  with  Durocher's  lads. 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


The 


TOUCH 


MARY  GYURESIK,  house  manager,  Warners'  Hip, 
Cleveland. 

JANE   BREEN,    second    booker,    Metro,   Albany. 

DOROTHY    FINKELSTEIN,    third    booker,    Metro, 
Albany. 

VIRGINIA    COURTWRIGHT,    manager,     Majestic, 
Pittsburgh. 

VIRGINIA  HABEL,  assistant,  Warners'  Hammond, 
Chicago. 

HELEN  BOHNTENSKl,  assistant,  McVickers,  Chi- 
cago. 

MRS.     L.     E.     NEWTON,     manager,     Bluebonnet, 
Houston. 

MRS.     JOHN     ARNOLD,     manager,     River    Oaks, 
Houston. 

MRS.     BILLY     RUTH     CRICE,     assistant,     River 
Oaks,    Houston. 

VIOLA    KASSANDY,    assistant    Loew's    publicist, 

Cleveland. 

MRS.    MARY   BRANCH   MOBLEY,   booker,    Mono- 
gram, Memphis. 

JEAN     LARSON,    projectionist,     Memorial     Union 
Theater,   Madison,   Wis. 

ANNE     BONTEMPO,     assistant,      Loew's     State, 
Newark,    N.  J. 

EUNICE     LEIDNER,    assistant    Warner    publicist, 
Cleveland. 

JOAN    BARCROFT,    publicist,     RKO    Palace    and 
Grand,    Columbus,  O. 

EVELYN    BOWERS,  second   booker,   Metro,   Mem- 
phis. 

MRS.   ALLAN    ROADS,    manager,    Lindina,    Edina, 
Mo. 

CARRIE     ABRAMS     BECKLEY,     assistant,     Ohio, 
Canton,   O. 

MARIE  WOOLITZ,  assistant  Warner,  Youngstown, 
0. 

UA  to  Release  15  More 
During  Current  Season 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Lady  of  Burlesque"  with  "Border 
Patrol"  and  "Taxi  Mister." 

May  releases  will  be  topped  by 
Sol  Lesser's  "Stage  Door  Canteen" 
followed  by  "Somewhere  in  France," 
"Buckskin  Frontier,"  "Leather  Bur- 
ners" and  "Prairie  Chickens." 

During  June,  company's  big  pic 
will  be  Andrew  Stone's  "Hi  Diddle 
Diddle."  Walt  Disney's  "Victory 
Through  Air  Power"  is  set  for  July 
and  James  Cagney's  "McLeod's  Fol- 
ly" is  scheduled  for  August. 

Other  seasonal  releases  will  be 
"The  Kansan"  and  "False  Colors." 


Day  To  End  All  Days 
Of  Munich's  Monster 

St.  Louis — "Schickelgruber  Day" 
will  be  celebrated  here  Apr.  20  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Metropolitan  St. 
Louis  War  Finance  Committee,  and 
Harry  C.  Arthur  Jr.,  head  of  F  &  M- 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  is  chairman 
of  the  special  committee  in  charge 
of  arrangements.  The  celebration 
will  be  anything  but  a  feast  day  for 
Hitler, — in  fact  with  its  huge  War 
Bond  rally  it  will  be  a  famine  day 
for  the  Nazi  leader,  it  is  hoped. 
Big  civic  backing  is  being  given 
the   event. 


ET  READY  FOR  I 
EASTER  PARAP 
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RODDY  McDOWALL  •  PRESTON  FOSTER  •  RITA  JOHNSON 

JAMES  BELL  •  JEFF  COREY  •  DIANA  HALE  •  owcw  br  harold  schuster 
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Blanks  Establish 
Memorial  Hospital 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

adjacent  to  the  Iowa  Methodist  hos- 
pital here. 

Raymond  Blank,  33,  circuit  exec, 
died  March  7  of  a  heart  attack. 

The  Iowa  Methodist  hospital  board 
will  appoint  a  building  committee 
which  will  be  headed  by  Myron 
Blank,  a  brother  of  Raymond  and 
also  a  circuit  executive.  The  building 
will  provide  space  for  75  beds  and  its 
design  will  make  possible  a  wing 
to  accomodate  50  more. 


Circuit  Court  Reserves 
Decision  in  Tax  Action 


REVIEWS  Of  HCUJ  FILMS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ses  throughout  the  country.  The 
Government  appealed  a  decision  by 
Federal  Judge  John  W.  Bright  who 
had  granted  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
Corp.  a  refund  on  social  security 
taxes  paid  on  the  wages  of  117  per- 
formers employed  during  1938.  Judge 
Bright  held  that  the  performers  were 
not  "employes"  within  the  meaing 
of  the  Social  Security  Act,  but  were 
"independent  contractors." 

The  corporation  claimed  that  its 
regular  staff  came  under  the  act's 
provisions  and  protested  payment  of 
social  security  tax  for  performers 
not  permanently  engaged  by  the 
theater.  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney 
Lawrence  M.  Axman  sought  to  have 
Judge  Bright's  decision  set  aside  and 
claimed  that  "independent  contrac- 
tors" were  subject  to  regulations  of 
the  corporation. 


Silverstone  May  Get  Fox 
Foreign  Department  Spot 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

signed  the  20th-Fox  post  some  time 
ago. 

Irving  Maas  has  been  acting  head 
of  the  foreign  department  since  Law- 
rence left  the  company.  Silverstone 
was  formerly  head  of  world-wide 
operations  at  United  Artists,  a  post 
he  relinquished  in  June,  1941.  He 
was  not  available  last  night  for  a 
statement. 


Disney  Adds  20  to  Staff 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Because  of  the  pres- 
sure of  production,  Walt  Disney  stu- 
dio has  increased  its  inking  and  paint- 
ing department  by  14  per  cent,  adding 
20  new  members  and  bringing  the 
employment  figure  up  to  the  highest 
level  in  several  years. 


STORKS 


There's  a  new  film  reviewer  in  the 
family  of  Daily  News'  Dorothy  Mas- 
ters. Daughter  bowed  in  last  Friday. 
Father  is  Alfred  Lee,  with  Johnson 
&  Johnson. 


"The  More  The 
Merrier" 

with    Jean    Arthur,    Joel    McCrea, 

Charles  Coburn 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

Columbia  104  Mins. 

LAUGH  RIOT  BRILLIANTLY  DIRECTED 

AND     PLAYED     DEFINITELY      IN     THE 

MONEY. 

If  there  has  ever  been  any  question  about 
it,  this  Columbia  offering  should  establish 
thoroughly  the  fact  that  Producer-Direc- 
tor George  Stevens  is  one  of  the  master 
comedy  showmen  of  the  town.  For  "The 
More  The  Merrier,"  is  beyond  doubt  one 
of  the  funniest  photoplays  turned  out  by 
this  industry.  It  is  lively,  timely,  sensible 
and  believable  as  well.  From  the  first  casual 
introduction  of  the  first  player  to  the 
subtle  'happy  ending'  tag,  all  of  the  char- 
acters are  even  as  you  and  I — with  our 
humorous  antics  and  inhibitions  painted  a 
broad   circus   red. 

Seldom  have  any  of  the  fine  actors  in 
the  cast  given  better  performances.  Jean 
Arthur  out-Arthurs  Arthur  and  Joel  McCrea 
and  Charles  Coburn  play  their  roles  for 
the  last  shreds  of  everything  in  them.  A 
young  man,  Richard  Gaines,  also  deserves 
honorable  mention  for  his  work  as  a  comedy 
heavy. 

In  the  less  obvious  arts  concerned  with 
the  making  of  this  picture,  perfection  is  to 
be  found  everywhere.  Ted  Tetzlaff's 
photography  is  superb.  The  screenplay, 
credited  to  Robert  Russell,  Frank  Ross, 
Richard  Flournoy  and  Lewis  R.  Foster,  with 
its  believable  situations  and  down  to  earth 
approach  to  what  we  all  consider  delicate 
situations  is  a  masterpiece.  The  art  di- 
rector, Lionel  Banks,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  technical  staffs  may  also  take 
long  low  bows. 

The  quite  simple  story  concerns  itself 
with  the  adventures  of  a  young  Washington 
war  worker,  Jean  Arthur,  who,  in  a  burst 
of  patriotism,  decides  to  rent  half  of  her 
apartment  to  a  home  seeker,  on  the  day 
Charles  Coburn,  a  building  tycoon  finds 
himself  without  a  roof  in  the  Nation's 
Capital. 

She  advertises  in  the  newspaper,  and 
Coburn,  by  trickery  and  an  agile  tongue, 
becomes  her  tenant.  He  decides  she  needs 
the  attentions  of  a  young  man — and  with 
that  thought  in  mind — rents  half  of  his 
half  of  the  flat  to  Joel  McCrea,  a  young 
man  on  special  duty  with  the  Army  who  is 
to  be  in  town  for  a  week. 

Complications,  of  course,  ensue.  Coburn, 
however,  is  not  satisfied  with  events  as 
they  naturally  progress  so  he  succeeds  in 
giving  an  ugly  twist  to  this  unorthodox  sit- 
uation which  leaves  the  youngsters  no 
alternative  but  marriage.  A  marriage  to 
wipe  out  the  blot  on  their  respective  repu- 
tations. This,  though,  is  not  enough  for 
Coburn.  He  carries  the  matter  to  a  com- 
plete conclusion — and  settles,  for  one  night 
at  least,  the  housing  situation  of  a  couple 
of  Washington  youngsters — in  a  proper  and 
romantic   manner. 

The  yarn  is  inconsequential.  The  picture 
is  the  touches.  The  humanity.  The  ges- 
tures and  the  timing.  "The  More  The  Mer- 
rier"   is   indeed    Mana   from   Columbia. 

CAST:  Jean  Arthur,  Joel  McCrea,  Charles 
Coburn,  Richard  Gaines,  Bruce  Bennett, 
Frank  Sully,  Clyde  Fillmore,  Stanley  Cle- 
ments,  Don   Douglas. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  George  Stevens;  Di- 


"Girls  in  Chains" 

with  Arline  Judge,  Roger  Clark 
(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
PRC  72  Mins. 

GOOD  MODEST  BUDGET  ATTRACTION 
HOLDS  PLENTY  OF  SUSPENSE  AND  AC- 
TION. 

Acting  that  is  above  par  for  a  modest 
budget  film  marks  this  offering.  Edgar 
G.  Ulmer,  who  wrote  the  story,  also  di- 
rected and  created  sufficient  suspense  and 
action.  Peter  Van  Duinen  functioned  as 
producer. 

Arline  Judge  and  Roger  Clark  head  the 
capable  cast,  with  Emmett  Lynn  a  standout 
in  a  supporting  role.  Robin  Raymond  is 
another  who  gives  a  splendid  performance. 
Barbara  Pepper,  Dorothy  Burgess,  Henry 
Hall,  Clancy  Cooper  and  Allan  Byron  are 
among  the  principals. 

Arline  Judge,  new  psychiatrist  in  a  girls 
house  of  correction,  discovers  that  the 
superintendent,  Clancy  Cooper,  is  taking 
much  graft  and  that  the  girls  are  poorly 
fed  and  badly  mistreated.  She  fights  the 
conditions  and  learns  that  Cooper  is  a 
henchman  of  Allan  Byron,  a  racketeer,  who 
runs  the  city. 

Roger  Clark,  a  detective,  determined  to 
end  Byron's  reign  of  crime,  enlists  the  aid 
of  Arline.  They  gain  the  support  of  Robin 
Raymond,  one  of  Byron's  girl  friends,  who 
in  turn,  is  "taken  for  a  ride"  by  Byron's 
gangsters.  Emmett  Lynn,  who  witnessed 
Robin's  murder,  gives  Clark  the  evidence 
he  needs,  and  in  a  gun-battle,  Byron  meets 
his  death.  Arline  is  placed  in  charge  of 
the  house  of  correction. 

Albert  Reich  furnished  the  screenplay, 
based  on  Edgar  G.  Ulmer's  story.  Ira 
Morgan    supplied    excellent    photography. 

CAST:  Arline  Judge,  Roger  Clark,  Robin 
Raymond,  Barbara  Pepper,  Dorothy  Burgess, 
Clancy  Cooper,  Allan  Byron,  Patricia  Knox, 
Sidney  Melton,  Russell  Gaige,  Emmett  Lynn, 
Richard  Clarke,  Betty  Blythe,  Peggy  Stewart, 
Beverly  Boyd,  Bob  Hill,  Henry  Hall,  Mrs. 
Gardener  Crane,  Crane  Whitley,  Francis 
Ford. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Peter  Van  Duinen; 
Director,  Edgar  G.  Ulmer;  Author,  Edgar 
G.  Ulmer;  Screenplay,  Albert  Reich;  Camera- 
man, Ira  Morgan;  Editor,  Charles  Henkel; 
Music,  Leo  Erdody. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


Leo  Spitz,  Skirball 
To  Make  Allen  Film 


Habana-Delicias  Circuit 
In  P.R.  Sold  to  Segarra 


San  Juan,  P.  R.  (Via  Air  Mail)— 
Habana-Delicias,  oldest  theater  cir- 
cuit in  Ponce,  second  largest  city  in 
Puerto  Rico,  was  purchased  by  Felipe 
Segarra  for  $192,000.  Circuit  oper- 
ates five  houses. 


rector,  George  Stevens;  Associate  Producer, 
Fred  Guiol;  Authors,  Robert  Russell  and 
Frank  Ross;  Screenplay,  Robert  Russell, 
Frank  Ross,  Richard  Flournoy  and  Lewis  R. 
Foster;  Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks  and 
Rudolph  Sternad;  Cameraman,  Ted  Tetz- 
laff;  Music  by  Leigh  Harline;  Musical  Di- 
rector, M.  W.  Stoloff ;  Song  by  Henry  Myers, 
Edward  Eliscu  and  Jay  Gorney;  Editor,  Otto 
Meyer. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.    PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  for  a  Fall  release.    Distribution 
has  not  been  set.    The  Allen  story 
is  being  written  specially  for  him  by  : 
Sally  Benson,  who  collaborated  with , 
Thornton  Wilder  and  Alma  Rev^i 
on  SkirbalPs  "Shadow  of  a  Doun^a 
Allen  was   last  seen  on  the  screen! 
in  Paramount's  "Love  Thy  Neighbor" 
which  co-starred  Jack  Benny. 

Other  pictures  are  expected  to  be] 
produced  by  the  Spitz-Skirball  com-" 
bination. 


Red  Cross  Collections 
Run  25  to  100%  Ahead 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

destined  to  exceed  any  previous  ex 
hibitor  effort. 

In  the  New  York  area,  proportion 
ately  one  of  the  highest  fund  raisers 
in  any  campaign,  it  is  anticipatet 
that  the  jump  in  collections  will  be 
between  25  and  50  per  cent. 

From  San  Francisco,  B.  V.  Stur- 
divant  estimates  that  that  territory 
will  yield  between  $125,000  and  $150,- 
000,  a  rise  of  more  than  25  per  cent 
over  anything  turned  in  on  othei 
collections. 

According  to  Tracy  Barham,  Salt 
Lake  City  exhibitors  netted  $17,325 
in  four  days;  "no  previous  theater 
collection  approached  these  figures." 


Theater  R.  C.  Drive  Found 
Unnecessary  in  Montgomery 

Montgomery,  Ala. — Plans  of  local 
theaters  to  participate  in  the  "pass 
the  hat"  collection  for  the  Red  Cross 
War  Fund  were  abandoned  when  it 
was  found  that  volunteer  campaign 
workers  had  not  only  raised  the 
city's  quota  of  $107,000  but  lifted1 
it  to  $118,000  before  the  final  day? 
of  the  drive  were  reached.  Theater- 
men,  however,  received  the  thanks  of 
Chairman  G.  Arthur  Cook  through 
an  article  in  the  press,  announcing 
the  theater  collections  unnecessary. 
William  Wolf  son,  Montgomery  mana- 
ger  of  Alabama  Theaters,  operating '  I 
seven  houses  here,  participated  in  t  \> 
the  drive  as  a  volunteer  solicitor. 


Peratovich  Adds  Another 

Seattle,   Wash R.  J.  Peratovich 

who  operates  the  theater  in  Kla- 
wack,  has  taken  over  the  theater  a! 
Craig. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL\ 
Hollywood — Marriage  of  Dorothj 
Lamour  to  Capt.  William  Ross  How 
ard  III  of  Baltimore  will  take  plac« 
at  the  Beverly  Hills  home  of  he) 
parents  today.  They  will  honeymooi 
at  San  Bernardino. 


u5ica 


T¥k 


ow 


OW5 


n*. 


GREAT  STARS  •  TOP  ENTERTAINERS 
7  GREAT  SONG  HITS  •  3  GREAT  BANDS 


JOHN 

CARROLL 

SUSAN 

HAYWARD 


EDDY 
tARTIN 

ND  HIS 
CHESTRA 


GAIL  PATRICK  •  EVE  ARDEN 

Melville  COOPER -Walter  CATLETT 
Mary  TREEN  •  Jack  WILLIAMS  (the 

Harlem  Sandman)  •  Dorothy  DANDRIDGE 

POPS  &  LOUIE  -The  MUSIC  MAIDS 

The  THREE  CHEERS 

CHINITA  •  The 
GOLDEN 
GATE 
QUARTETTE 
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RCA  Disposes  of 
All  RKO  Corp.  Slock 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

ties  embrace  44,757  shares  of  6  per 
cent  cumulative  preferred,  412,357 
shares  of  common  and  550,253  war- 
rants. Each  warrant  entitles  the 
holder  to  purchase  one  share  of  RKO 
common  at  $15  a  share  up  to  Jan. 
31,  1950  or  one-half  share  of  the 
common  at  $5  up  to  Jan.  31,  1945. 

Market  value  of  the  securities  is 
placed  around  the  $8,000,000  mark. 

The  shares  will  be  offered  shortly 
and  Wall  Street  expects  Atlas  Corp., 
already  firmly  entrenched  in  RKO 
Corp.,  to  add  substantially  to  its 
portfolio.  As  of  Dec.  31,  the  invest- 
ment company  headed  by  Floyd  Od- 
ium held  44  per  cent  of  the  RKO  pre- 
ferred and  46  per  cent  of  the  common 
while  it  also  held  327,811  option 
warrants.  Atlas'  RKO  holdings  as 
of  Dec.  31  were  valued  at  $7,715,849. 


Everett  and  Lynn  Houses 
Jump  Admission  Prices 


New  Haven — Warners  Capitol,  Ev- 
erett, admissions  have  been  raised 
to  25  cents  all  seats  matinees,  in- 
cluding tax,  and  40  cents  evenings. 
Children's  evening  admissions  will  be 
17  cents.  At  the  Waldorf,  Lynn,  the 
new  upped  matinee  price  is  25  cents, 
orchestra  evening,  35  cents,  and  bal- 
cony 24  cents,  but  children  remain 
at  11  cents. 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

SERGT.  ALBERT  L.  LEE,  AAF,  formerly  manager, 
Joy,   Minden,   La.,  with   the   Air   Medal. 

SERGT.  DONALD  BEVAN,  AAF,  formerly  manager 
Paramount,  Springfield,  Mass.,  with  Oak 
Leaf  Cluster,  added  to  Air  Medal  previous- 
ly  awarded. 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 


LT 


WOODROW  8.  WEINBERG,  USA,  formerly 
with   Joe  Hornstein. 

LT.  (J.G.)  GOODLOE  iBARRY,  USN,  acting  film 
editor,   Rochester  Times-Union. 

CAPT.  JOHN  BOETTIGER,  USA,  formerly  of 
the  MPPDA,  now  publisher  Seattle  Post- 
Intelligencer. 

*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOLS  * 

TYRONE   POWER,   USMC,  at  Q-iantico,  Va. 

*  AR*MY  * 

JESSE  SHLYEN,   managing  editor,   Boxoffice. 

GEORGE   REEVES,   actor.   Para. 

RICHARD  T.  KEMPER,  manager  Erlanger,  Buf- 
falo. 

DICK   STAFFORD,   Columbia  shipper,   Buffalo. 

BILL  WITT,  assistant,  Palace,  Albany. 

WILLIAM  BRANNON,  projectionist,  Pastime, 
Coshocton,  O. 

GEORGE    MONTGOMERY,   actor,   20th-Fox. 

BOB   LOWELL,   actor,   Metro. 

JOHN   BANNER,   actor,   free   lance. 


HENRY  ROWLAND,  actor,  free  lance. 

SAMMY  McKIM,  actor,  free  lance. 

PAUL   BRYAR,    actor,   free   lance. 

WELLS   ROOT,   writer,    Metro. 

MORTIMER   BRAUS,   writer,   20th-Fox. 

ANTHONY   GIBBS,  writer,   free   lance. 

JAMES   EARLE,   writer,   free   lance. 

ASA   BORDAGES,   writer,    free   lance. 

TAUL   LE   PERE,   dialogue  director,   20th-Fox. 

RAOUL  DE   BOIS,  set  designer,  Paramount. 

LEO   GUILD,   publicist,   Warner  studio. 

DAVID    CHANDLER,    publicist,    20th-Fox    studio 

BILLY  CODY,   JR.,   Hollywood  Variety. 

HARRY    STORIN,    J'R.,    son    of    Carroll    interests' 

ad-publicity    chief,    Springfield,     Mass. 
FRANCIS   CURLEY,   manager,    Fox,   St.   Louis. 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

VINCENT     ESPOSITO,      National     Screen,      New 
Haven. 

*  MARINES  AUXILIARY  * 

VERONICA  LAPHAM,   chief  of  service,  Colonial, 
Seattle. 

*  WAACS  * 

MURIEL      HIRSHMAN,      20th-Fox      bookkeeper, 

Buffalo. 
ANNE     MLARNIK,     inspectress,     Metro,    Albany. 

*  WAVES  * 

DONNA   DAVIES,   publicist,   Universal   studio. 


Loew-Poli  Switching  Policies 

New  Haven  —  Loew-Poli  will 
change  the  policy  of  the  1,627-seat 
Bijou,  New  Haven,  and  the  2,000- 
seat  Globe,  Bridgeport,  from  second 
run,  three-change,  film  and  stage 
policy  to  first-run  full-week  pix,  be- 
ginning April  23. 


RKO  to  Operate  Chi.  Grand 

Chicago — Van  Nomikos,  president 
of  the  Troy  Theater  Co.  which 
operates  the  Grand  Theater,  Loop 
house,  has  made  a  13-year  deal  with 
RKO  for  its  joint  operation,  effective 
April  15.  A  manager  will  be  named 
by  the  RKO  New  York  office. 


Collins  Heads  Own 
RKO  Production  Unit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  a  radio  version  of  the  latter  story 
which  was  written  by  Charles  Robin- 
son. 

Production  on  the  Kate  Sm 
story  is  expected  to  start  in  ab^ 
six  weeks.  The  Jessel  picture  will. 
get  under  way  later  in  the  Summer. 
Zac  Freedman,  publicity  representa- 
tive for  the  Collins  organization, 
leaves  on  the  Century  today  for  the 
Coast.  Sam  Schiff,  assistant  to  Col- 
lins, trains  out  tomorrow. 


"Fantasia"  Returning  in 
Canada  at  Upped  Prices 

Toronto  —  Full-length  "Fantasia' 
is  being  brought  back  in  Canada  as 
a  road  show  by  RKO-Radio,  with 
prices  advanced,  after  the  condensed 
film  had  played  its  course  in  film 
houses,  the  long  version  being  booked 
into  the  Royal  Alexandra  Theater 
commencing  Apr.  19.  Engagement 
is  permissible  under  the  Wartimt 
Prices  and  Trade  Board  price-freez- 
ing order  because  "Fantasia"  hap 
pened  to  be  road-showing  during  th< 
basic  period  in  1941  at  advancer 
scale. 


THE  PROOF  IS  AT  I 
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TEN  CENTS 


VAR  m  BAR  TO  UJ^  EQUITY  SIOT  MOVE 

ij 

VPB  Studying  Theater  Fire  Equipment  Problems 


iority  Assistance  for 
otaining  New  Materials 
ade  Necessary  by  Jump 

thmgtoH  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — A  four-fold  increase 

;heater  fires  necessitating  priority 

i stance    for    obtaining    new    ma- 

ials    will   be    announced    soon    by 

'B,  with  figures  covering  the  last 

months.    The  final  three  months 

1942  were  not  marked  by  an  ex- 

sively    large   number    of   theater 

r-s,  but  the  first  three  months  of 

s  year  brought  a  huge  increase. 

although  WPB  has  maintained  a 

.ord  of  not  having  a  single  the- 

(Continued   on    Page    6) 


'is.  Senators  Pass 
ili-Ascap  Measure 


vladison,  Wis. — The  Murray  bill, 
ich  makes  it  unlawful  for  indi- 
uals,  organizations  and  corpora- 
ns  to  dispose  of  any  copyrighted 
sical  composition,  or  to  collect 
s  unless  registered  and  licensed 
the    Secretary  of  State,  has  been 

(Continued   on    Page    6) 


dustry  Leaders  Attend 
[eart  of  Nation"  Premiere 


.Vith  industry  leaders  among  the 
:st  nighters,"  "The  Heart  of  a 
tion"  had  its  world  premiere  last 
t;ht  at  the  new  Abbey  theater,  the 
;nt  being  sponsored  jointly  as  an 
(Continued  on   Page   6) 


39  %  Fewer  Films  in 
Argentina  in  1942 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail — Passed 
by  Censor) — The  number  of  films 
released  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1942  to- 
talled 646,  39  per  cent  less  thanln 
1941.  Foreign  releases  dropped  52 
per  cent  and  Argentine  four  per  cent. 
Releases  in  English  decreased  from 
782  to  476.  Russian  films  were  eight 
in  1942,  against  11  in  1941;  Italian, 
four  in  both  years;  German,  six  last 
>year  at  against  19  the  earlier  year. 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


;By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON 
QOR  just  how  disappointing  the  Senate 
'  Truman  Committee's  recent  movie  in- 
quiry proved  to  be  to  those  who  anticipated 
a  series  of  sensational  Page  One  develop- 
ments you  only  have  to  turn  to  the  editorial 
which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Daily 
News  on  Tuesday. 

It  was  the  Daily  News  which  in  several 
Washington  stories  prior  to  the  appearance 
of  Under  Secretary  of  War  Robert  P.  Pat- 
terson before  the  Truman  group  on  Sat- 
turday  took  the  industry  and  Col.  Darryl 
Zanuck  for  a  verbal  "ride"  and  hinted  at 
sensations  to  come.  Its  account  of  the  Pat- 
terson testimony  manifested  the  same  policy 
slant,  and  although  tempered  of  course  in 
view  of  what  the  Under  Secretary  actually 
said. 

•  • 

CO  ON  Tuesday  the  Daily  News  did  an 
**  about  face  that  brought  chuckles  on 
Capitol  Hill.  D'scussing  the  colonelcy  be- 
stowed by  the  Signal  Corps  on  Zanuck, 
the  paper  said  editorially: 

"Zanuck    is    one    cf    the    motion    picture 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Rio  Film  Publicist 
Seized  as  Nazy  Spy 


Brazilian  government  is  holding 
Zenaide  Andreia,  a  feminine  public- 
ity representative  for  an  American 
major  distributor  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"If  It  Calls  for  Prosecution,  We'll  Go  Ahead  and 
Prosecute,"  Says  Clark,  Arnold's  Successor,  in  De- 
fining Policy;  Griffith  Case  Status  Up  on  April  19 

Washington   Bureau,   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Definite  assurance  that  the  decision  as  to 
whether  to  prosecute  in  the  New  York  equity  suit  rests  solely 
upon  the  facts  of  the  case  was  given  The  Film  Daily  yesterday 

by  Assistant  Attorney  General  Tom 
C.  Clark,  sworn  in  last  week  to  re- 
place Thurman  L.  Arnold  as  chief 
of  the  anti-trust  Division  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  . 

Although  Clark  disclaimed  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  case  and  of 
the  workings  of  the  New  York  con- 
sent decree,  he  declared  that  the 
division's  decision  come  November 
will  in  no  way  be  affected  by  the 
(Continued   on   Page   6) 


Appeal  Board  Asked 
To  Reopen  Del.  Case 


The  motion  picture  appeal  board 
has  been  asked  to  reconsider  its  de- 
cision in  the  case  of  the  Plaza  The- 
ater, Milford,  Del.,  which  had  com- 
plained that  the  10-day  clearance 
granted  to  the  Wilmington,  Del., 
first-runs  was  unreasonable.  The 
Sydney  Theater  Corp.,  operating  the 
Plaza,  has  asked  the  appeal  board  to 
reopen  the  case  because  of  alleged 
inadvertent    errors. 

The  arbitrator  who  heard  the  orig- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


N.  Y.  Met.  Area  Exhibs. 
To  Aid  Loan  Campaign 

At  the  Treasury's  request,  New 
York  met.  area  exhibs.  have  volun- 
teered their  assistance  in  the  sec- 
ond War  Loan  Campaign  beginning 
Monday,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Fred  J.  Schwartz  and  Sam- 
uel Rinzler,  WAC  area  co-chairmen. 

Pamphlets  plugging  and  explain- 
ing the  loan  will  be  distributed  by 
the  War  Activities  Committee  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Army's  Film  Needs  to  Drop 

Pictorial  Service  Reorg.  Seen  as  a  Factor 


Dismissal  of  Clearance 
Award  in  La.  Appealed 


Mrs.  W.  L.  Paternostro,  who  op- 
erates the  Delta  Theater,  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  has  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  an  arbitrator  who  dis- 
missed her  complaint  against  RKO 
and      Paramount.  Unreasonable 

clearance     and    run     discrimination 
were  charged. 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  drop  in  film  re- 
quirements by  the  military  is  ex- 
pected here.  The  re-organization  of 
the  Army  Pictorial  Service  and  sev- 
eral recent  studies  of  Army  film  use 
are  expected  to  result  in  considerable 
conservation  of  raw  stock  both  for 
motion  pictures  and  the  various 
other  uses  for  which  the  Army  needs 
film. 

More  cut  film  for  still  cameras 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Quicker  N.  African 
Releases  Assured 


Foreign  department  managers 
have  agreed  to  push  for  quicker 
commercial  distribution  in  North 
African  theaters,  following  a  ses- 
sion with  Robert  Riskin  of  the  OWL 
Situation  was  ironed  out  at  a  meet- 
ing in  New  York  Tuesday  when  Ris- 
kin asserted  that  the  OWI  was  dis- 
turbed  over   the   delays   in   getting 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 


Local  109  Gets  NLRB's 
Bargaining  Green  Light 

The  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  UOPWA, 
yesterday  was  free  to  negotiate  con- 
tracts for  white  collarites  at  the 
20th-Fox,  Loew's  and  United  Artists 
exchanges  here  as  the  result  of  a 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Only  Four  Cuts  by 

Censors  in  March 

Chicago — Censors  here  set  some- 
thing of  a  record  in  March  when 
they  ordered  only  four  cuts  in  a 
total  of  94  pictures  reviewed.  The 
board  pinked  no  pix,  rejected  none, 
further  pointing  up  the  high  moral 
plane  of  war-time  product. 
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cominG  MID  GOIRG 


JOSEPH  BERNHARD  of  Warners  will  be  back 
in    New   York   Monday. 

JAKE  WILK,  Warners'  Eastern  story  chief, 
has  returned  from  Philadelphia  where  he  gave 
the  double-o  to  Max  Gordon's  new  show,  "Those 
Endearing    Young    Charms." 

BILLY  WILDER,  who  directed  Para.'s  "Five 
Craves  to  Cairo,"  is  en  route  from  Hollywood 
to  New  York  where  he  will  remain  for  the 
pic's  premiere  next  month. 

LUISE  RAINER  leaves  the  Coast  for  a  New 
York  vacation  about  April  20. 

NEIL  HELLMAN,  indie  operator  who  runs  the 
Paramount  and  Royal,  Albany  subsequent  runs, 
as  well  as  the  Palace,  Troy,  has  returned  from 
Florida. 

WILL  CROUCH,  director  for  Soundies,  re- 
turns to  the  company's  New  York  studios  next 
week   to  film  several   new   briefies  for  the  firm. 

JACK  COOCAN  is  a  visitor  at  the  Warwick. 

JOHN  W.  CUTTING,  WILLIAM  COTTRELL 
and  MARY  BLAIR  of  the  Walt  Disney  studios 
are  in  Havana  seeking  material  for  a  film  about 
Cuba. 

TERRY  TURNER,  TOM  CONWAY,  CHRISTINE 
CORDON  and  INEZ  WALLACE  were  in  Cleve- 
land yesterday  for  the  premiere  of  RKO's  "I 
Walked  With   a   Zombie." 


JERRY  MASSIMINO,  former  Metro  shipper, 
New  Haven,  has  cabled  his  safe  arrival  over- 
seas. Also  LT.  DICK  SCHAEFER,  son  of  Lou 
Schaefer,  Paramount  Theater  manager,  New 
Haven. 

O.  HENRY  BRICGS,  PRC  prexy,  returns  to 
New  York  today   from   the  Coast. 

LEON  FROMKESS,  PRC  production  chief,  is 
due    East   in   about   a   fortnight. 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  the  Warner  Bros,  play- 
date   department,   was   in   Albany   yesterday. 

FRANK  N.  FHELPS,  Warner  Circuit  labor 
relations  contact,  returns  today  from  the  Phila- 
delphia  territory. 

KATE  SMITH  and  TED  COLLINS  leave  New 
York  today  en  route  to  the  Coast. 

FREDERIC  ULLMAN,  JR.,  SLAVKO  VORKA- 
PICH  and  BILL  TERRY  are  at  Fort  Benning, 
Ca.,  to  film  "Lieutenant  Smith,"  newest  of  the 
RKO-Pathe   "This    Is   America"    series   of   shorts. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO  Radio  head 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  is  expected  back 
from    the   Coast   on    Monday. 

SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  has  gone  back  to 
Hollywood    for   his   next   film    assignment. 

EDWARD  DMYTRYK,  arrived  in  New  York 
from    Hollywood    by   plane   yesterday. 


Siegel  to  Coast  With  First 
"Fighting  Seabees"  Shots 


M.  J.  Siegel,  Republic  Studio 
head,  left  last  night  for  the  Coast, 
taking  with  him  the  material  which 
was  shot  on  Sunday  and  Monday  at 
Camp  Endicott,  Davisville,  R.  I.,  for 
"The  Fighting  Seabees." 

Herbert  J.  Yates  and  William  Saal 
left  last  night  for  Camp  Perry, 
Perry,  Va.,  for  an  inspection  tour 
during  which  they  will  select  loca- 
tions for  the  production.  Immed- 
iately after  Siegel's  return  to  the 
Coast,  Republic  will  put  three  units 
into  work,  assigned  to  Camp  Endi- 
cott, Davisville,  R.  I.;  Camp  Perry, 
Perry  Va.;  and  Camp  Huinene,  Hui- 
nene,  Calif. 


Say  Col.  Will  Get  $40,000  of 
WB's  $100,000  for  "Janie" 


Columbia,  which  financed  the 
Broadway  presentation  of  "Janie," 
the  Brock  Pemberton  show  holding 
forth  at  the  Playhouse,  reportedly 
will  receive  $40,000  as  its  share  of 
the  $100,000  paid  by  Warner  Bros, 
for  the  screen  rights  to  the  play. 


Upstate  Houses  Will 
Close  for  Holy  Week 

Walter  Wertime's  Regent,  Cohoes 
and  Chester,  Chestertown,  N.  Y., 
both  will  close  after  Palm  Sunday 
performances  for  Holy  Week.  Len- 
ten biz  has  been  off  in  the  Albany 
territory  except  for  a  few  city  first- 
runs. 


Harry  Billings  Stricken 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — Harry  E.  Bill- 
ings, 59,  manager  of  the  Palace  and 
Majestic  when  they  were  the  city's 
leading  vaudeville  houses,  and  later 
manager  of  the  Riverside,  is  dead. 


Cuban  Censors  Modify 
Kid  Admission  Policy 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — In  the  future  the  classi- 
fication of  a  picture  as  unsuitable 
for  minors  will  be  an  automatic 
warning  to  parents  to  keep  their 
under-age  offspring  from  seeing 
that  film.  This  change  in  the 
Cuban  Film  Censorship  Board's  pol- 
icy is  not  a  prohibition.  It  does, 
however,  prohibit  the  admission  of 
minors  to  theaters  showing  pictures 
held  suitable  for  adults  only,  even 
if  the  youngsters  are  accompanied 
by  their  parents.  The  change  is  the 
result  of  an  agreement  reached  with 
Dr.  Antonio  Bravo  Acosta,  minister 
of   government. 


New  Color  Shorts  Firm 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Symphocolor  Prods., 
newly  formed  color-short  producing 
company,  has  leased  offices  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  building.  First  re- 
lease will  be,  "Nature's  Symphony." 
Charles  R.  Dorety  is  producer. 
Ralph  J.  Jordan,  Eastern  business 
executive,  will  handle  all  production 
management. 


Frank  Going  to  Coast 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood — W.  R.  Frank,  Min- 
neapolis-St.  Paul  circuit  operator  will 
arrive  in  Hollywood  Saturday  from 
his  home  town  to  confer  with  Alfred 
Zeisler,  director,  on  plans  for  cast- 
ing "Dr.  Paul  Joseph  Goebbels,  His 
Life  and  Loves."  Production,  which 
will  be  given-an  "A"  picture  budget, 
will  be  made  at  General  Service 
Studios  starting  late  in  May. 


Tishman  Leaves  Paramount 

Chicago — Sam    Tishman,    veteran 
Paramount   salesman,  has   resigned. 


State  Theaters  Drop 
Palma  Ceia's  Operation 

Tampa,  Fla.  —  Trustees  for  th< 
State  Theaters,  Inc.,  have  returae* 
the  Palma  Ceia  Theater  to  its  owner 
after  operating  it  for  90  days.  Ae 
cording  to  Lewis  H.  Hill,  Jr.,  trusta 
for  the  State  Theaters,  refusal  o 
distributing  companies  to  allow  first 
run  pictures  in  neighborhood  thea 
ters  before  they  were  shown  in  fjlfvn 
town  theaters,  plus  gasoline  lbo\jm  ■ 
ing  and  restrictions  on  pleasurtwviv 
ing,  were  factors  affecting  the  de 
cision. 
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THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

SPEnCER  TRRCY  •  KflTHRRinE  HEPBURn 

"KEEPER    OF    THE    FLAME" 

A    Metro-Goldwyn-M»yer    Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 


-*" 


Alice  FAYE  .    John  PAYNE  n 
Jack  OAKIE  •    Lynn  BAR! 

A  20TH  CENTURr-FOX  fICTURE       IN    TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 

BUY  Q  f%  -%f  %f     7IHAVE. 

BONDS        IVV/^V    I       50th  ST. 
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BOB     HOPE      •       DOROTHY     LAMOUR 

"THEY   GOT    ME    COVERED" 

and   

"DIXIE   DUGAN" 

LOIS    ANDREWS     «     JAMES    ELLISON 


LoTw'sSTRTE 


ON  SCREEN 

CHARLES    LAUGH TON 

ROBERT    TAYLOR 

BRIAN    DONLEVY 

"STAND     BY 

FOR  ACTION" 


T 


IN  PERSON 

SHEILA 

BARRETT 

SMITH  b 

DALE 

EXTRA! 

JOHN     KIRBY 

And     ORCH. 


EARS  ON 

THE 

BOX-OFFICE! 


EAR- FULL! 


"KEEPER  OF  THE  FLAME" 

4th  week.  Radio  City  Music  Hall  and  going  strong! 

"CABIN  IN  THE  SKY" 

3rd  week,  Dallas!  Watch  the  hold-overs! 

"RANDOM  HARVEST" 

3,  4,  5, 6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  1 1-week  hold-overs! 

"THE  HUMAN  COMEDY" 

2nd  month,  Astor,  N.  Y. ! 

"STAND  BY  FOR  ACTION" 

2,  3,  4'Week  hold-overs  nationwide! 


WE  ARE  PROUD  OF  THIS! 

Our  radio  program  to  sell  tickets  for 
your  theatre  is  a  honey  of  a  hit.  Listen 
to  M-G-M's  "The  Lion's  Roar"  on  the 
air  just  before  show-time  every  Monday 
through  Friday  over  52  stations  of  the 
Blue  Network,  coast-to-coast.  First  in 
newspapers !  First  in  Magazines !  First 
in  Radio!  Only  one  company  does  it! 


THE  PUBLIC  SAYS  IT! 


"I  loved  Random  Harvest.  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 
"I've  heard  so  much  about  The  Human  Comedy.  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 
'The  same  company  made  Mrs.  Miniver.  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 
"Keeper  of  the  Flame  enthralled  me.  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 
"And  what  thrills  in  Stand  By  for  Action!  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 

Cabin  in  the  Sky  is  a  marvelous  musical!  Of  course  it's  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer!" 

The  same  story  year  after  year—" 


'*/ 


Hr 


Of  course  it's 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

Held  Over  19th  Year  by  its  Friendly  Customers! 


Sell  Bonds  for  Uncle  Sam 


DAYS  OF  EPIC  HEROISM 

From  the  Blood-Red  Rock,  Corregidor,"  comes  the  most 
terrible  and  the  most  poignant  story  of  the  War,  written  in 
the  blood,  sweat,  tears,  hopes,  and  heroism  of  that  incredible 
band  of  men  and  women  who,  against  insurmountable  odds, 
wrote  a  saga  of  courage  that  will  endure  so  long  as  the 
Torch  of  Freedom  lights  the  World. 

Here  is  that  story,  re-created  in  realistic  drama  that  ^ 
may  see  and  know  how  these  Heroes  of  Corregidor  died 
that  we  might  live! 


Starring 

OTTO  KRUGER 
ELISSA  LANDI 
DONALD  WOODS 

w,,*  FRANK  JENKS   RICK  VALLIN 
WANDA  McKAY    IAN  KEITH 

LEON  FROM K ESS  in  Charge  of  Production 
Produced  by  DIXON  R.  HARWIN  &  EDWARD  FINNEY 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  NIGH 

Poem  "CORREGIDOR"  written  especially  for  the  picture 

by  ALFRED  NOYES,  noted  English  poet 

Narration  by  ALFRED  NOYES 


HAT  SHOOK  THE  WORLD/ 
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WPB  Studying  Fire 
Equipment  Problem 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

ater  closed  because  of  normal  wear 
on  equipment,  it  is  unable  to  assist 
exhibitors  in  replacing  much  of  the 
material  lost  through  fire.  Detailed 
information  on  the  matter  is  due 
later  this  week  from  WPB. 


Releases  Assured 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

available  pictures  on  North  African 
theater  screens. 

Pictures  must  get  quicker  theater 
releases  where  American  soldiers 
are  stationed  and  long  negotiations 
over  deals  must  cease,  Riskin  said, 
adding  that  the  Army  might  have  to 
requisition  the  pictures  and  distrib- 
ute them  in  theaters  as  it  sees  fit 
unless  the  situation  was  remedied. 


RKO's  "Zombie"  Launched 
With  Cleveland  Premiere 


Cleveland— RKO's  "I  Walked  With 
a  Zombie"  had  its  world  premiere 
in  a  novel  fashion  at  one  o'clock 
this  morning.  Picture  was  launched 
against  a  background  of  "eerie"  ex- 
ploitation that  kept  the  Allen  The- 
ater filled  from  midnight  until  dawn. 
Four  zombies  in  coffins  greeted  the 
patrons  as  they  entered  the  lobby. 
Tom  Conway  and  Christine  Gordon, 
two  of  the  featured  players,  and 
Inez  Wallace,  author  of  the  story, 
attended   the   premiere. 


20%  of  Warners  Talent 
Now  in  Armed  Service 


Hollywood  —  Enlistments  and  in- 
ductions to  date  have  taken  31  War- 
ner contract  players,  producers,  di- 
rectors and  writers,  studio's  latest 
personnel   roster   discloses. 

The  figure  amounts  to  20  per  cent 
of  the  talent  under  Warner  contract 
before  the  war. 


No  Bingo  Bill  Hearing 

Albany — Gov.  Thomas  E.  Dewey 
is  not  likely  to  conduct  a  public  hear- 
ing on  the  Wilson  bill  legalizing 
bingo. 


De  Profundus: 

•  •      •     MORE  than  a  quarter  oi  a  century  ago,  when  this  industry 

was  very  young.  Associated  Motion  Picture  Advertisers  was  born 

Today,   at   a  membership  meeting   to   be  held   in   the   Hotel   Edison   at 

12:45  p.m.,  Ampa  as  an  entity  may  receive  the  coup  de  grace  through 
the  ballot   .....  Proposal  to  be  voted  upon  is  whether  the  organization 

shall    amalgamate    with    Motion    Picture    Associates With    such    a 

move,  Phil  M.  has  neither  quarrel  nor  privilege  of  franchise,  being 
neither  partisan  nor  a  member  of  either  body,  and  having  sincere 
respect  and  admiration  for  the  functions  and  usefulness  of  each 

V  V  ▼ 

•  •  •  BUT,  exercising  a  fundamental  right,  namely  that  of  free 
expression,  which  is  the  very  element  governing  the  scheduled  voting 
today,  this  corner  cannot  escape  a  pang  in  contemplating  the  proposed, 
and  perhaps  impending,  merger  of  Ampa  with  any  other  industry  body 

You   may   hold   this  to   be  pure  sentiment,  and,  if   that    be  so, 

it  reveals,  at  worst,  a  heart. Nor  is  the  mind  to   be  ruled  out,— 

for  that  is  the  seat  of  memory It  is  difficult,  thinking  back  across 

better  than  a  score  of  years  of  Ampa's  fellowship  and  service,  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  shattering  of  its  traditions,  continuity ,  and  individual- 
ity  Ampa   members,— all  of   them—,  have   been   channeling  their 

efforts  constantly  into  the  general  war  effort,  as  a  part  of,  or  apart  from, 

their  daily   chores Nevertheless,  unified   and   resolved   under  the 

ancient  Ampa  banner,  more  valuable  aid  can  be  extended  for  Victory 

What  Ampa  has  done,  we  feel  Ampa  can  do There  are 

ways  and  means  for  the  organization  to  have  its  own  relief  fund,  if  this 

is  the  sole  call  of  the  siren  voice  toward  the  looming  rocks Or  if 

it  is  a  resurgence  of  former  glories  that  is  sought,  that,  too,  can   be 
effected. .  . . . .  The  least  consideration  due  Ampa  today  is  the  respectful 

gift  of  a  reprieve. ....  .Personally  and  frankly,  we  hold  that,  if  Ampa 

must  die,  it  should  die  in  PEACE -NOT  IN  WAR! 

V  V  V 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Industry  Leaders  Attend 
"Heart  of  Nation"  Premiere 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

American  Red  Cross  benefit  by  the 
Co-ordinating  Council  of  French  Re- 
lief Societies  and  the  Fighting 
French   Relief  Committee. 

Pic,  produced  in  France  by  Paul 
Graetz  and  smuggled  out,  was  di- 
rected by  Julien  Duvivier  with  a 
cast  topped  by  Michele  Morgan, 
Raimu  and  Louis  Jouvet.  Qharles 
Boyer  serves  as  narrator*  for  the 
American  version  which  also  has 
English    sub-titles. 

Among  those  from  the  indus  ry 
who  had  sent  acceptances  for  the 
opening  were  Ned  Depinet,  Nate 
Blumberg,  W.  A.  Scully,  Robert 
Schless,  J.  R.  Grainger,  Morris  Ep- 
stein, Grad  Sears,  Carl  Leserman, 
Jack  Cohn,  Abe  Montague,  Si  Fab- 
ian, James  Finney  and  Bernard 
Brooks.  Producer  Graetz  was  also 
present.  James  Hodes  is  managing 
director   of   the   new   Abbey. 


Manpower  Lack  Turns 
Basils  Into  Managers 


Buffalo — The  manpower  shortage 
has  compelled  two  partners  in  Basil 
Bros.,  operating  a  nabe  circuit  to 
become  acting  managers.  Nicholas  J. 
Basil  is  at  the  Apollo,  since  Robert 
Abbott  entered  the  Army,  and  Basil 
J.  (Bill)  Basil  is  temporarily  at  the. 
Varsity. 

For  a  time  Louis  Kanaris,  man- 
ager of  Basil's  LaSalle  at  Niagara 
Falls,  was  obliged  to  do  double  duty 
by  taking  on  the  management  of  the 
circuit's  State  Theater  in  the  same 
city,  until  Ed  Croetzer  was  brought 
out  of  retirement. 

Richard  Walsh,  Hayman  circuit 
publicity  director,  now  serves  every 
Wednesday  as  relief  manager  of  the 
Strand  and  Cataract,  Niagara  Falls. 


Higher  Conn.  Allied  Budget 

New  Haven — Allied  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Connecticut  Tuesday  passed 
an  increased  budget  for  the  coming 
year,  the  highest  since  the  organi- 
zation was  founded,  in  preparation 
for  an  "important  program."  Dr. 
J.  B.  Fishman  presided. 


War  No  Bar  to  U.  S. 
quily  Suit  Move 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

fact  that  there  is  a  war  going  on 

"If  it  calls  for  prosecution,"  \ 
stated,  in  defining  the  policy  he  wi 
follow,  "we'll  go  ahead  and  prose 
cute." 

Clark,    a    43-year-old    Texan; 
practiced     law     mostly     in 
before    coming    here    in    193?YT' 
vealed  that  his  fellow-townsman  L 
M.  Rice,  who  represented  several  d! 
the   defendants  \in   the   Griffith   casj 
in    Oklahoma    City,    plans   to    be   ili 
Washington    Monday,    April    19,    t  : 
discuss    the    status    of    the    Griffit] 
case.     Rice  and  the  anti-trust  divis  ' 
ion  had  agreed  to  let  things  ride  ii  > 
Oklahoma    City    until    the    decisio 
in  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  case  ' 
in  Memphis,  was  handed  down.  Thi  I 
decision,    announced    a    month    age  I 
was  a  victory  for  the  Government. 

The  new  anti -trust  head  said  hf 
has    reason    to    believe    there    is  f 
good    deal    of    dissatisfaction    wit  r 
the    operations    of   the    consent    de 
cree,  but  he  feels  he  is  not  as  ye 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  fact ' 
to  discuss  them.     A  party  from  Lot 
Angeles,    presumably   a   theater  op 
erator,  was  in  to  see  him  last  montl 
he  said,  to  offer  to  provide  the  Govt 
ernment  with   much   important  evif 
dence  against  the  defendants  in  th  I 
New  York  suit. 

"I'm  a   sort  of  unorthodox   guy,  , 
said  Clark.    "I  like  to  see  things  lin  I 
up,  and  then  walk  down  the  middL 
If  anyone's  off-side,  then  the  fun  be 
gins." 


Wis.  Senators  Pass 
Anli-Ascap  Measure 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
passed  by  the  state  Senate.  It  no- 
goes  to  the  Assembly  for  actioi 
A  3  per  cent  tax  on  the  gross  ii 
come  of  music  brokers  in  Wisconsi 
is  assessed  under  the  provisions  (3 
the  bill... 


I 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


■ 


JACK     MILLICAN,     purchasing     agent,     Warri 
theaters,    New    Haven. 

GUIDO     'ROSANO,      accounting     dept.,      Warn 
theaters,    New    Haven. 

FRANK  JANES,  assistant,  Capitol,   Rochester,  t 
Y. 

HERMAN    SEDLACK,    staff,    Frolic,    Chicago. 

FRANCIS   BUCKLES,  staff,   Capitol,  Chicago. 

CHRIS  DEMOS,  staff,  Highland   Park,  Chicago. 

REINHOLD    FISKE,    staff,   Ogden,   Chicago. 

CHARLES  NESBITT,  staff,  Chicago,  Chicago. 

WILL  STODDART,   manager,  Tower,   Chicago. 

MARION  HALL,  shorts  booker,  Gibraltar  Circui 
Denver. 

SAM    HORWITZ,    assistant,    Bijou,    New    Have 
JOSEPH      DAVIDSON,      booker,     20th-Fox,     D> 
Moines. 


- 


= 
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Heeling  'Round  — 
WASHINGTON 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
irld's  ablest  producers,  and  a  wizard  at 
iking  movies  tell  whatever  story  is  de- 
ed to  be  told.  He  didn't  get  the  credit 
r  it.  but  he  was  responsible  for  the  Signal 
>rps'  remarkable  Technicolor  film  from  the 
jrth  African  battle  zone,  now  going  the 
unds  of  the  movie  theaters.  Incidentally, 
inuck,  though  born  in  Wahoo,   Neb.,  Sept. 

1902,    and    therefore    only    16    16    years 

■■    when    World    War    No.    1    ended    Nov. 

f""~'18,  nevertheless  managed  somehow  to 

_  ,to  that  war  and  serve  overseas  with 
e~AEF's  37th  Division. 
"It  seems  to  us  that  such  a  man  is  a 
tural  for  Signal  Corps  work,  which  is  the 
jrk  Zanuck  has  done  since  he  got  his 
mmission  shortly  after  Pearl  Harbor. 
it  can  we  see  that  a  colonelcy  is  too  rich 
r  his  blood." 

•  • 

E  Daily  News  editorial  adds  that  Colonel 
Zanuck  is  "doing  all  right  in  active 
ice"  and  expresses  the  opinion  he  should 
.     That,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  would  de- 

',»  the  Colonel.  His  request  to  go  on 
ve  duty  was  not  at  his  own  instance — 
was  simply  being  a  good  soldier,  even 
;gh  he  was  not  convinced  of  the  wis- 
of  his  action.  .  .  .  Whether  he  ex- 
ed  the  reaction  the  senators  sprang 
rday  we   don't  know,  but  it's  apparent 

J.    he   was   right  and    his   superiors   were 

PS- 

•  • 

)T  the  forces  pulling  the  strings  in  this 
iew  effort  to  besmirch  the  industry 
«ntly  are  not  through.  Indications  are 
other  industry  "names"  will  be  singled 
as  targets.  Already  there  is  talk  that 
Col.  Frank  Capra  will  be  up  on  Capitol 
before  long.  Not  for  the  Truman  group, 
ever.  Rumor  has  it  one  of  the  House 
:ommittees  will  be  doing  the  job. 

lS    for    the    Truman    Committee's    final 
film  fling,  no  excuse  other  than  politics 
been    devised    for    the    passing    daubs 
»ist  the   names  of  Jack   L.  Warner   and 
tole  Litvak.    Obviously,  committee  mem- 
were     out    to     smear     Zanuck,     but 
dn't  let  the  opportunity  slip  by  to  pull 
Duple    of    fast    ones    against    other    big 
stry    "names."       Names    like    Zanuck, 
ner  and   Litvak   are  well-known   to  the 
ic.     The  name  of  Brig.  General  W.  H. 
ison,   head   of   the    new   Army    Pictorial 
ice,  is  not  a  headline  "name."  so  there 
no  discussion  of  his  having  been  com- 
ioned   from   civil   life.      Nor,  of   course, 
the     committee     inquired     about     the 
sands    of    other    high    ranking    officers 
ght  in  from   civilian   life. 


;ton  Film  Lawyer  Dead 
oston — Timothy  Callahan,  Boston 
".    attorney,    died    suddenly    of    a 
I  art  attack.    He  was  a  brother  of 
vard  Callahan  of   Columbia  Pic- 


VEDDING  BELLS 


«ew  Haven — Shirley  Gordon,  RKO 
retary,  has  resigned  to  marry  Lt. 
oert  Feldman. 


Small  Town  Exhibs.  Booking  as  Far  Ahead 

As  August  to  Guard  Against  Lack  of  Prints 

Buffalo — Many  small-town  exhibs.  are  booking  pictures  as  far  ahead  as 
August  to  guard  against  being  caught  without  prints,  Buffalo  bookers  report. 
They  note  no  tendency  to  extend  runs  in  small  situations  and  nabes,  but  point 
out  that  such  houses,  using  westerns  and  other  product  that  doesn't  get  down- 
town, have  a  wider  choice   than   first-runs. 


Appeal  Board  Asked 
To  Reopen  Del.  Case 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
inal  arguments  reduced  the  10-day 
clearance  to  seven  days,  but  the 
complainant  appealed,  asking  that 
all  clearance  be  eliminated  on  the 
grounds  that  Wilmington  was  66 
miles  from  Milford.  The  appeal 
board  upheld  the  arbitrator,  point- 
ing out  that  because  of  the  geo- 
graphical situation,  Wilmington  was 
entitled  to  the  clearance.  It  was 
contended  by  the  board  that  the 
competitive  area  of  high  class  first- 
runs  in  large  cities,  from  which  dis- 
tributors derive  their  greater  reve- 
nues, must  in  all  fairness  be  held  to 
extend  sufficiently  far  into  the  sur- 
rounding country  to  afford  them  pro- 
tection over  theaters  in  small  towns 
whose  inhabitants  are  accustomed  to 
use  the  city  as  their  only  metropolis. 
The  appeal  board  is  considering 
the  request  to  reopen  the  case.  On 
only  one  other  situation  has  such  a 
request   been   granted. 


..as  Vegas,  Nev.  —  Bandleader 
timy  Dorsey  will  wed  Patricia 
ike,  actress   and   singer,  here  to- 


Local  109  Gets  NLRB's 
Bargaining  Green  Light 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

NLRB  decision  dismissing  the 
TATSE's  objections  to  the  collective 
bargaining  elections  at  the  three 
branches,  all  of  which  were  won  by 
SOPEG.  The  decision  carried  with 
it  certification  of  SOPEG  as  bar- 
gaining agent  and  exclusive  repre- 
sentative of  the  office  workers  at 
the  exchanges.  The  white-collar 
union  announced  that  it  would  press 
for  the  immediate  start  of  negotia- 
tions with  20th-Fox,  Loew's  and 
United    Artists. 

The  elections  at  the  three  exchanges  were 
held  on  Feb.  5.  The  I A  local  opposing 
^OPEG  on  the  ballots  was  F-51,  which  has 
Jurisdiction  over  all  exchange  white-collar 
workers  in  this  area.  The  IA's  objections 
to  the  results  of  the  elections  were  based  or 
the  contention  that  the  alliance's  rival  bad 
been  permitted  to  electioneer  at  the  U.A 
=md  Loew's  exchanges  and  that  the  IATSF 
had  not  been  given  enough  time  for  or- 
ganizational activities  at  20th-Fox  and  the 
company  had  been  guilty  of  interference, 
restraint    and    coercion. 

The  NLRB  in  dismissing  the  objections 
acted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  regional 
director  of  the  board  in  New  York.  The  1A 
had  filed  sn  exceDtion  to  the  local  board's 
report.  The  NLRB  held  that  the  IA's 
objections  raised  "no  substantial  or  material 
'ssues  wih  respect  to  the  conduction  of  tbe 
elections." 


Munter  Under  Knife 

Wilmino-ton,  Del — With  Manager 
Sidney  Munter  of  Warners'  Ritz 
hospitalized  for  a  throat  operation, 
house  is  being  operated  by  Helen 
E.   Tindall,   Munter's   assistant. 


Army's  Need  for  Raw 
Film  Will  Drop 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
may  be  available  soon,  but  it  is 
doubtful  that  WPB  will  increase  the 
amount  of  stock  allocated  to  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.  It  is  felt  that 
the  industry  is  quite  satisfied  with 
the  film  allowed  it  and  is  not  espe- 
cially anxious  for  any  major  expan- 
sion of  its  present  allotment. 

Possibility  that  a  slightly  larger 
amount  than  was  allotted  for  this 
quarter  will  be  made  available  in 
the  Summer  is  seen  here,  however. 


Rio  Film  Publicist 
Seized  as  a  Nazi  Spy 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

as  a  Nazi  spy,  it  was  reported  here 
yesterday.  Miss  Andreia  is  said  to 
have  used  her  knowledge  of  film 
shipments  to  relay  transportation 
and  Allied  shipping  information  to 
other  Nazi   agents. 

The  head  of  the  spy  ring  is  said 
to  have  been  Tullio  do  Nascimento, 
a  former  captain  in  the  Brazilian 
Army.  Another  was  Mello  Mourao, 
representative  of  the  former  pro- 
German  paper  Gazeta  de  Noticias, 
who,  allegedly  using  the  data  sup- 
plied by  Miss  Andreia,  delivered  the 
information  to  agents  in  Argentina. 
Mourao  disguised  his  activities  in 
Argentina  by  posing  as  a  roving 
correspondent  for   the   paper. 


N.  Y.  Met.  Area  Exhibs. 
To  Aid  Loan  Campaign 

(Continued    from    Page    1) 

the  1,000  odd  exhibitors  in  the  city 
who,  in  turn,  will  pass  them  on  to 
moviegoers.  In  addition  to  the  pam- 
phlets, campaign  badges  will  be  sent 
to  the  theaters  direct  from  the 
Treasury  to  be  worn  by  ushers,  door- 
men, and  cashiers  next  week. 


"Desert  Victory"  World  Bow  Set 

"Desert  Victory"  will  be  given  its 
world  premiere  by  20th-Fox  at  the 
Erie  Theater,  Schenectady,  on  Sat- 
urday. The  audience  will  be  made  up 
entirely  of  war  workers  and  service 
personnel. 


STORKS 


Chicago — Irving  Pearlman,  Essa- 
ness  circuit  booker,  has  a  new  son, 
named   Stephen. 
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&  tv  Reviews  of  thc  new  fums  :<  :< 


'Next  of  Kin' 


Universal  84  Mins. 

WARNING  AGAINST  LOOSE  TALK  IS 
DELIVERED  WITH  TREMENDOUS  WAL- 
LOP IN  THIS  DRAMATIC  OFFERING. 

"Next  of  Kin"  was  produced  by  Michael 
Balcon  at  England's  Ealing  studios  with  the 
original  intention  of  limiting  its  exhibition 
to  the  armed  forces  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  at  the  insistence  of  the  public  that 
the  British  authorities  decided  to  make  the 
picture  available  for  commercial  showing. 
The  British  Government  is  to  be  commended 
for  its  action.  For  here  is  a  film  with  a 
vital  message — a  message  that  needs  urgent- 
ly to  be  told  and  to  be  beaten  into  the 
consciousness  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child.  "Next  of  Kin"  provides  superb  en- 
tertainment, the  dramatic  impact  of  which 
is  undeniable.  A  lesson  has  rarely  been  con- 
veyed with  such  power,  clarity  and  vivid- 
ness. 

The  film  warns  against  the  danger  of 
loose  talk  both  in  and  out  of  the  army. 
It  puts  over  its  message  by  showing  the 
tragedy  that  befell  a  British  regiment  on 
a  commando  raid  as  the  result  of  lips  that 
talked  too  much. 

In  its  fictional  story  that  could  very  well 
be  true  the  film  succeeds  most  effectively 
in  depicting  the  methods  pursued  by  enemy 
agents  in  obtaining  valuable  information 
for  use  by  Germany,  making  capital  use 
of  suspense.  The  story  follows  the  trail 
of  two  German  agents  sent  to  England  to 
watch  the  movements  of  a  regiment  as- 
signed to  special  training  for  a  raid  on  a 
German  submarine  nest  on  the  French  coast. 
One  of  the  agents  is  caught  early  in  the 
film,  while  the  other  remains  at  liberty 
to  carry  on  his  fearful  mission.  By  devious 
means  the  agent  and  his  contacts  in  Eng- 
land obtain  the  desired  information.  On 
the  strength  of  the  data  supplied  by  them 
the  German  military  officials  in  Berlin  are 
able  to  set  a  trap  for  the  British  com- 
mandos. The  raid  is  carried  out  at  a 
terrific  cost  of  life,  although  the  objective 
is    accomplished. 

The  raid  sequences  provide  a  smashing 
climax  in  which  tremendous  excitement  is 
generated.  They  look  like  the  genuine 
thing,  the  inclusion  of  actual  war  shots 
heightening   the   illusion. 

The  direction  of  Thorold  Dickinson  is 
excellent,  as  is  the  camera  work  of  Ernest 
Palmer.  Standing  out  in  the  cast,  which  is 
made  up  largely  of  service  personnel,  are 
Reginald  Tate,  Nova  Pilbeam,  Phyllis  Stanley, 
Mervyn  Johns,  Stephen  Murray,  Basil  Sid- 
ney. 

The  film  has  a  prologue  and  epilogue 
spoken  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  FBI  chief,  who 
sums  up  the  message  of  the  picture. 

CAST:  Reginald  Tate,  Nova  Pilbeam, 
Mervyn  Johns,  Alexander  Field,  Phyllis 
Stanley,  Mary  Clare,  John  Chandos,  Stephen 
Murray,  Richard  Norris,  Basil  Sidney,  Guy 
Mas,  Frederick  Leister,  Johnny  Schofield, 
Jack  Hawkins,  David  Hutcheson,  Brefni 
O'Rorke,  Geoffrey  Hibbert,  Phillip  Friend, 
Torin  Thatcher,  Thora  Hird,  Frank  Allenby, 
Joss  Ambler,  Charles  Victor. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Michael  Balcon; 
Associate  Producer,  S.  C.  Balcon;  Director, 
Thorold  Dickinson;  Screenplay,  Thorold 
Dickinson,  Basil  Bartlett,  Angus  McPhail, 
John  Dighton;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Palmer; 
Film  Editor,  Ray  Pitt;  Musical  Score,  Wil- 
liam Walton;  Musical  Director,  Ernest 
Irving;    Art    Director,    Tom    Morahan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"My  Friend  Flicka" 

with    Roddy   McDowall,    Preston    Foster 
20th-Fox  89  Mins. 

HERE'S  ONE  OFF  BEATEN  PATH;  RE- 
PRESENTS GRAND  TECHNICOLOR  JOB; 
STRONG  RECEPTION  INDICATED. 

"My  Friend  Flicka"  is  like  a  breath  of 
fresh  air.  It  is  a  perfect  tonic  for  those 
who  have  grown  weary  of  films  bearing 
on  the  war.  As  an  escape  into  a  simple 
world  it  offers  an  experience  which  will 
gain  the  production  a  lively  boxoffice  re- 
sponse. 

Refreshing  and  restful,  the  picture  is 
nothing  less  than  sheer  delight.  There  is 
a  human  quality  about  it  that  will  warm  the 
hearts  of  all  who  see  it.  Its  touching  story 
of  a  boy's  love  for  a  horse  at  times  brings 
a  lump  to  the  throat.  There  is  no  greater 
tribute  to  the  work  of  those  associated  with 
the  production  than  to  point  out  that  what 
transpires  on  the  screen  strikes  one  always 
as  vividly  real.  The  film  gathers  force 
through  the  restraint  with  which  the  story 
has  been  told. 

The  boy  whose  story  this  is  is  played  by 
Roddy  McDowall — and  played  beautifully. 
He  is  a  shy,  sensitive  lad,  the  son  of  Preston 
Foster,  a  rancher,  who  cannot  understand 
the  youngster's  disinterest  in  everything 
but  a  desire  to  have  a  horse  of  his  own. 
Finally  in  the  belief  that  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility will  make  the  boy  snap  out  of 
it,  Foster  gives  him  the  choice  of  any  animal 
on  the  ranch.  That  does  the  trick,  although 
the  father  disapproves  of  the  boy's  choice 
of  what  he  believes  is  a  "loco"  filly.  Mov- 
ing indeed  are  the  boy's  efforts  to  change 
his  father's  opinion.  McDowall  tenderly 
ministers  to  the  animal,  tames  it,  nurses 
it  back  to  health  after  it  has  been  seriously 
lacerated  in  attempting  to  negotiate  a 
barbed-wire  fence.  It  is  a  tale  of  devotion 
done  with  tremendous  effect. 

Photographed  near  Salt  Lake  City  in 
Technicolor,  "My  Friend  Flicka"  has  a  ter- 
rific visual  appeal.  The  subject  was  made 
to  order  for  the  color  treatment.  Dewey 
Wrigley  deserves  huzzahs  for  the  camera 
work. 

Harold  Schuster  has  directed  the  Ralph 
Dietrich  production  with  deep  understand- 
ing. He  has  elicited  superb  performances 
from  every  member  of  the  cast.  Mc- 
Dowall dominates  the  film  in  a  perform- 
ance that  should  advance  his  interests 
immeasurably.  Foster  and  Rita  Johnson 
could  not  have  been  better  as  his  parents. 
The  fine  screenplay  was  written  by  Lillie 
Havward  from  an  adaptation  of  the  Mary 
O'Hara   Novel   by   Francis   Edwards   Faragoh. 

CAST:  Roddy  McDowall,  Preston  Foster, 
Rita  Johnson,  James  Bell,  Jeff  Corey,  Diana 
Hale.  Arthur  Loft. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ratoh  Dietrich;  Di- 
rector, Harold  Schuster;  Screenplay,  Lillie 
Hayward;  Adaptation,  Francis  Edwards  Fara- 
iroh;  Based  on  novel  by  Mary  O'Hara; 
Cameraman  Dewey  Wrigley;  Technical  Di- 
rector. Natalie  Kalmus;  Musical  Score,  Al- 
fred Newman;  Art  Directors,  Richard  Day, 
Chpster    Gore;    Film    Editor,    Robert    Fritch. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Superb. 


Phil  Williams  Hospitalized 

P.  A.  Williams,  ad-publicity  direc- 
tor of  The  March  of  Time,  is  in 
Westchester  Square  Hospital,  the 
Bronx.  His  condition,  after  two 
transfusions,  is  good,  and  he  is 
awaiting   the   results   of  X-rays. 


"Fighting  Buckaroo" 

with  Charles  Starrett 
Columbia  58    Mins. 

SLAM-BANG  ACTION  IN  THIS  STRICT- 
LY ROUTINE  WESTERN  PUTS  FILM  RIGHT 
IN   THE  GROOVE  FOR   KIDS. 

The  rustlers  are  at  it  again.  This  time 
they  are  put  in  their  place  by  Charles  Star- 
rett. They  prove  tough  customers  for  our 
hero,  whose  efforts  to  bring  the  curtain 
down  on  their  hellish  activities  make  for  no 
end  of  gun  play,  fisticuffing  and  hell-bent- 
for-leather  riding.  The  rumpus  kicked  up 
will  make  the  kids  happy.  It's  a  good  thing, 
though,  that  kids  are  not  particular  about 
the  story  material  that  goes  into  a  western 
opus,  for  the  contents  of  this  film  is  no 
brain  tester. 

Starrett  gets  on  the  job  when  his  pal, 
Stanley  Brown,  is  charged  with  passing  on 
to  the  rustlers  the  information  that  makes 
their  cattle  raids  possible.  Brown's  past 
doesn't  help  him  any.  Starrett,  confident 
that  bis  pal  is  innocent,  sets  about  discov- 
ering the  real  culprit.  That  takes  a  bit 
of  doing,  but  our  hero  delivers  the  goods 
to  every  kid's  complete  satisfaction.  Who 
should  the  villain  turn  out  to  be  but  the  head 
of  the  cattlemen's  association,  the  very  guy 
who  made  the  accusation  against  the  re- 
formed Brown. 

Trigger-fast  direction  has  been  supplied 
by  William  Berke,  who  worked  under  the 
supervision  of  Producer  Jack  Fier.  Luci 
Ward's  screenplay,  while  pretty  routine, 
misses  no  opportunity  to  provide  action. 

Starrett  executes  the  hero's  role  with 
plenty  of  vitality.  Forrest  Taylor  is  the 
chief  villain.  Stanley  Brown  does  his  stint 
nicely.  The  cast  is  rounded  out  by  Kay 
Harris.  Arthur  Hunnicutt,  Ernest  Tubb, 
Wheeler  Oakman. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Kay  Harris, 
Arthur  Hunnicutt,  Stanley  Brown,  Ernest 
Tubb,  Wheeler  Oakman,  Forrest  Taylor, 
Robert  Stevens,  Norma  Jean  Woofers,  Ray 
Butler. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Fier;  Direc- 
tor, William  Berke;  Screenplay,  Luci  Ward; 
Based  on  story  by  Luci  Ward;  Cameraman, 
Benjamin  Kline;  Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks; 
Film  Editor,  William  Claxton. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


P.  R.  Senate  Probing 
Cobian  Circuit  Strike 


San  Juan,  P.  R.  (By  Air  Mail- 
Passed  by  Censor) — An  attempt  to' 
arbitrate  the  strike  which  has  long 
been  in  progress  at  the  Cobian  hou- 
ses came  to  nothing  when  attorneys 
for  the  circuit  informed  the  insular 
labor  conciliator  that  the  company 
could  not  accept  the  peace  proposal 
because  of  recent  developments.  The 
strike  committee  of  the  Association 
of  Projectionists,  Assistants  and  Em- 
ployes immediately  announced  that 
the  walkout  would  be  vigorously  con- 
tinued. The  strikers  had  voted  in 
favor  of  the  proposal.  A  Senate 
committee  has  been  named  to  in- 
vestigate the   strike. 


Rep.  Sets  Lineup  in  Havana 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail) — Deal  just 
closed  puts  Republic's  lineup  in  the 
swanky  America  theater  here  for 
the  first  time. 


'Pilot  No.  5' 


with  Franchot  Tone,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Gene  Kelly 
M-G-M  70  Mi 

DRAMATIC     MATERIAL     IS     PUT 
GOOD  USE  IN  THIS  FILM;  KELLY'S  PER  j 
FORMANCE   A  GREAT   HELP. 

The  job  of  taking  a  character  a^^anif 
seeing  what  makes  it  tick  is  accon.jwiJiai 
neatly   in   "Pilot   No.   5,"  a   B.    P.   Finemai  \ 
production    which    deals    heavily    in    humai 
values. 

The  person  dissected  is  Franchot  Tone 
a  flying  officer  who  is  part  of  a  small  bam 
of  survivors  in  a  Pacific  outpost.  Til 
fellow  has  a  past  that  provides  plenty  t 
dramatic  material.  He  is  made  the  subjec 
of  conversation  at  the  instigation  of  Stevi 
Geray,  Dutch  officer  who  comes  to  taki 
command  of  the  handful  of  fliers  still  re 
maining  alive.  Geray  becomes  interest* 
in  Tone  when  the  latter  undertakes  til 
desperate  mission  of  locating  and  destroy 
ing  a  Jap  aircraft  carrier  from  which  th< 
enemy  is  preparing  to  launch  another  at 
tack  on  the  men.  The  story  is  told  ii 
retrospect  from  the  time  Tone  takes  of 
in  a  patched-up  plane  to  his  death,  whic 
results  from  his  dive-crashing  onto  th 
aircraft  carrier  when  he  finds  there  is  it 
other  way  of  accomplishing  his  mission. 

"Pilot  No.  5"  is  the  exciting  story  of 
brilliant  young  lawyer  who  becomes  a  hirelin 
of  the  corrupt  political  machine  that  run 
the  state  when  he  realizes  it  is  impossibl 
for  him  to  make  a  living  decently.  Hi 
association  with  the  forces  of  corruptio 
breaks  up  his  romance  with  Marsha  Hun1 
who  does  nicely.  He  comes  to  his  sense 
finally,  but  a  little  too  late  to  mend  hi 
broken  life.  His  purification  comes  whe 
he  sacrifices  his  life  for  his  buddies-in-arm 

Those  who  help  Geray  dissect  Tone  ar 
Gene  Kelly,  Van  Johnson,  Alan  Baxter,  Die 
Simmons.  Kelly  is  a  tremendous  help  to  th 
film.  His  performance  as  the  lawyer  wh 
introduces  Tone  to  the  ways  of  crooke 
politics  and  later  becomes  his  most  fervi 
defender  is  the  best  in  the  film. 

David     Hertz     supplied     the     screenpla] 
which   was  directed   with   a  good   sense 
the  dramatic  by  George  Sidney. 

CAST:  Franchot  Tone,  Marsha  Hunt,  Ge 
Kelly,  Van  Johnson,  Alan  Baxter,  Dick  Sim 
mons,  Steve  Geray,  Howard  Freeman,  Fra 
Puglia    William  Tannen. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  B.  P.  Fineman 
rector,  George  Sidney;  Screenplay,  Dav 
Hertz  Based;  on  Story  by  David  Hert 
Cameraman,  Paul  Vogel  Musical  Score,  Le 
nie  Hayton;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbon 
Special  Effects,  Arnold  Gillesoie,  Don  Ja 
raus    Film    Editor,   George   White. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPH 
Good. 
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ASC  Re-elects  Smith 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  >DAIL: 
Hollywood — Len  Smith  has  bee 
elected  president  of  American  Sc 
ciety  of  Cinematographers  succeed 
ing  Fred  Jackman  who  becomes  e» 
ecutive  vice-president  and  busines 
manager.  Other  officers  elected  wer 
Arthur  Edeson  and  Arthur  Millei 
second  and  third  vice-presidents,  « 
spectively;  Byron  Haskin  was  it 
elected  secretary  -  treasurer  a: 
George  Folsey  sergeant-at-arms. 
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RESIDENT  ISSUES  WAGE  FREEZINGjORDER 

krmy  Seeks  More  Playing  Time  on  U.  S.  Screens 


ants  a  Fairly  Constant 
riod  on  Every  Theater's 
Dgram  Available 

L'ngfon  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
» ashington — Although  there  are 
definite  plans  for  broaching  the 
ject  to  the  industry  at  this  time, 
Army  is  definitely  dissatisfied 
h  the  amount  of  time  given  to 
in  the  average  theater  program. 
Je  Film  Daily  was  told  yester- 
by  a  responsible  official  that 
General      Alexander      Surles, 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


B  Elimination 
i  Affect  Trade 


hington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Vashington — Elimination    of    the 

draft   classification   will   be   an- 

inced    early   next    week    and    will 

'an    the    imminent    induction    into 

armed    services   of   all   childless 

rkers  in   the  industry  except  for 

>e    in    jobs    specifically   listed    as 

ential.     All  married  men  of  mili- 


(Continued    on    Page    2) 


:ws  Stymie  Sunday  Pix 
•r  Cadets  in  Knoxville 


inoxville,  Tenn. — Question  of  Sun- 
7   movies  for   AAF   aviation   cad- 

J  quartered  at  the  University  of 
inessee   is   still   very   much   in    a 

Fddle.       The    controversy    between 

(.Continued  on  Page  3) 


Buffalo's  Exchanges 
Would  Keep  40  Mrs. 

Buffalo — Buffalo  exchanges  have 
applied  for  permission  to  remain  on 
the  40-hour  work  week,  instead  of 
adopting  the  48-hour  week  made 
mandatory  April  1  because  Buffalo- 
Niagara  Falls  was  designated  a  criti- 
cal manpower  area.  Managers  con- 
tend increasing  hours  would  not  re- 
slease  any  employes  for  war  work, 
which  is  the  manpower  order's  aim, 
because  of  employes'  specialized 
duties. 


Expect  WMC  Essential  Activities  Committee 

Will  Rule  Several  Lab.  Jobs  as  Necessary 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Although  the  Essential  Activities  Committee  of  the  WMC  has 
not  yet  decided  upon  specific  jobs  to  be  listed  as  essential  in  film  laboratories, 
a  recent  revision  of  the  communications  bulletin  indicates  that  the  committee 
is  aware  of  the  need  for  protection  of  laboratory  workers.  The  revised  bulletin, 
numbered  29  instead  of  27,  mentions  among  the  activities  in  the  communica- 
tions  field   deemed    essential   "development   of   sensitized    film." 

This,  according  to  an  official  of  the  committee,  "puts  us  in  the  anomalous 
position  of  having  an  essential  activity  with  no  essential  jobs  in  the  activity." 
He  would  not  deny  that  approval  of  several  laboratory   jobs   is   probable. 


PCC  to  Take  Decree 
Opposition  to  D  of  J 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood  —  PCC  of  ITOA  an- 
nounced that  it  is  its  intention  to 
present  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice all  facts  concerning  the  effect 
the  operation  of  the  consent  de- 
cree has  had  in  its  four  Pacific  Coast 
territories.  PCC  has  at  all  times, 
since  the  entry  of  the  decree  op- 
posed its  terms  on  the  grounds  that 

(.Continued    on    Page    2) 


Allied  Board  Meets 
In  Detroit  May  5-1 


Harmon  Confers  With  Gov't. 
Officials  on  Trade  Matters 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Francis  S.  Harmon, 
executive  secretary  of  the  WAC, 
was  in  Washington  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon and  yesterday  morning  con- 
ferring with  Government  officials  on 
several  industry  matters.  Harmon 
is     believed     to    have    talked     with 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


National  Allied's  board  of  direc- 
tors will  hold  its  quarterly  meeting 
in  Detroit  on  May  5-6  instead  of 
May  4  as  previously  reported.  Ses- 
sions will  be  held  at  the  Book-Cadil- 
lac  Hotel. 

Originally  planned  as  a  one-day 
affair,  the  many  important  topics 
for  discussion  have  made  it  neces- 
sary for  the  sessions   to  be   spread 

(Continued   on    Page    2) 


Syracuse  Strand  Passes 
To  Loew's  on  Long  Lease 

Loew  circuit  has  leased  the 
Strand,  Syracuse,  for  a  long  term 
of  years  and  will  use  the  first  de 
luxer  to  be  built  in  the  up-state 
city  for  both  first-runs  and  hold- 
overs from  its  "A"  outlet,  the  State. 

Strand,    with    nearly    1,700    seats, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Technicolor  to  Raise  Prices 

Increase  of  V2  Cent  Per  Foot  Effective  July  1 

Schneiderman  Joins  WB  Prices  on  all  Technicolor  35  mm. 

H~  M«««««.  ;*.  D~M~w.~  theatrical  release   prints   for  distri- 

bution in  the  United  States  will  be 
increased  in  the  amount  of  one-half 
cent  a  foot,  effective  July  1,  it  was 
announced  yesterday.  Present  rates 
are  4%  cents  a  foot. 

While  net  earnings  of  Technicolor 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1943  showed 
an   improvement   over   the   average 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Appointment  of  Milton  Schneider- 
man  as  manager  of  Warners'  branch 
in  Panama  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Robert  Schless,  WB  general 
foreign  manager. 

Schneiderman,  who  was  previous- 

(.Continued   on  Page  8) 


Little  Steel  Formula 

To  Apply  Except  in  Case 

Of  Sub-Standard  Scales 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — President  Roosevelt 
last  night  issued  his  "hold  the  line" 
order  prohibiting  all  wage  and  sal- 
ary increases  beyond  the  scope  of 
the  Little  Steel  Formula,  unless  in 
the  case  of  sub-standard  wage  scales. 
Control  over  all  prices  of  cost  of 
living  services  and  goods— probably 
including  admission  prices — by  OPA 
Administrator    Prentiss    Brown   and 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Antpa  Rejects  Merger 
With  MP  Associates 


Ampa  yesterday  was  saved  from 
oblivion  when  the  membership  at 
a  closed  meeting  at  the  Edison  Ho- 
tel voted  down  a  proposal  to  merge 
the    organization    with    the    Motion 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Bernhard  Back  to  Warners 
As  Navy  Work  Is  Finished 


Joseph  Bernhard,  Warners  vice- 
president,  will  return  to  active  work 
in  that  capacity  as  of  Monday,  it 
was  announced  yesterday. 

Bernhard    has    completed    the    as- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


Coe  and  Beetson  in 
Capital  Trade  Talks 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Charles  Francis  Coe 
and  Fred  Beetson,  of  the  New  York 
and  Hollywood  offices  of  the  MPPDA, 
will  be  in  Washington  this  week- 
end to  consult  with  Jack  Bryson,  lo- 
cal representative.  The  discussions, 
according  to  Bryson,  are  purely  "in- 
ter-office," with  no  legislation  or 
broad  industry  matters  scheduled 
for  lengthy  consideration.  A  lun- 
cheon for  Washington  industry  mem- 
bers will  be  held  tomorrow  noon  at 
the  Willard  with  Coe  and  Beetson 
in  attendance. 
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Dillon,  Read  Continuing 
Negotiations  With  RCA 

Dillon,  Read  &  Co.  is  reported  to 
be  continuing  its  negotiations  with 
RCA  for  the  latter's  stock  in  RKO. 
RCA  is  withholding  a  commitment 
pending  an  agreement  on  price. 

The  96,000  shares  of  common  ac- 
quired from  the  Rockefeller  inter- 
ests by  Dillon,  Read  will  be  held 
for   investment  for  the   time  being. 


13,027  Theaters  Put 
R.  C.  Drive  in  Wraps 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Week,  which 
terminated  in  13,027  theaters  on 
Wednesday,  is  in  the  process  of  be- 
ing wrapped  up  by  exhibitors  who, 
it  is  indicated,  have  made  the  col- 
lection a  record  one. 

The  remaining  job  is  the  handling 
of  the  receipts.  With  the  exception 
of  the  New  York  exchange  area, 
which  will,  as  in  the  past,  forward 
the  money  to  their  WAC  chairmen, 
to  be  then  credited  to  the  commu- 
nities from  which  it  came,  exhibs. 
have  been  instructed  to  give  the 
checks  for  the  total  amounts  col- 
lected to  their  local  Red  Cross 
chairmen. 

"Once  this  remittance  has  been 
made  to  the  local  Red  Cross  repre- 
sentative," Barney  Balaban,  nation- 
al drive  chairman,  stated,  "it  is  then 
necessary  for  the  exhibitor  to  send 
a  record  of  the  transaction  to  his 
own  WAC  chairman  as  well  as  to 
national  headquarters.  Only  in  this 
way  can  our  records  show  exactly 
how  well  you  did,  and  how  well  the 
entire  group  of  more  than  13,000 
theaters  did." 


Coe  Detroit  Address 
To  Have  New  Material 


Charles  Francis  Coe  will  inject 
new  material  into  his  presentation 
of  industry  activity  on  April  14 
when  the  vice-president  and  general 
counsel  of  the  MPPDA  speaks  be- 
fore the  Optimist  Club  at  the  Book- 
Cadillac    Hotel. 

The  Detroit  luncheon-meeting  will 
be  the  third  affair  of  its  kind  at 
which  Coe  has  talked,  Coe  pointed 
out  yesterday  that  the  luncheons 
thus  far  have  had  the  effect  of  bind- 
ing the  people  of  the  motion  picture 
industry  more  closely  to  the  people 
of  their  own  community.  "As  long 
as  we  are  part  of  these  homes,"  he 
said,  "we  owe  it  to  each  other  to  be 
an  understood  and  understanding 
part." 

Introducing  Coe  will  be  Malcolm 
J.  Bingay,  editor  of  the  Detroit  Free 
Press.  Industry  groups  are  parti- 
cipating in  the  affair  and  indica- 
tions are  that  it  will  be  the  largest 
attended  luncheon  to  date. 


Lehman  Corp.  Increases 
Industry  Stock  Holdings 

That  the  Lehman  Corp.  has  in- 
creased its  holdings  of  20th-Fox, 
Paramount  and  Eastman  Kodak 
common  stock  is  revealed  in  its 
financial  report  to  stockholders. 
Twentieth-Fox  holdings  were  boosted 
from  10,000  shares  at  the  close  of 
1942  to  20,000  at  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year;  Para- 
mount, from  14,300  to  36,000;  East- 
man, from  2,200  to  5,200.  The  Para- 
mount increase  was  achieved  by  con- 
version  of  preferred   stock. 


3-B  Elimination 
To  Affect  Trade 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
tary  age  who  were  not  fathers,  or 
with  children  born  after  September 
14,  1942,  will  be  placed  in  1-A  un- 
less they  are  in  essential  jobs. 

Under  the  pending  reclassification,  local 
boards  would  follow  along  these  lines:  1-A 
Single  and  childless  married  men  in  jobs  not 
essential.  Married  men  formerly  in  3-A  and 
3-B  would  be  included;  2-A  and  2-B  Essen- 
tial men  in  war-supporting  or  war-produc- 
tion activities,  married  or  single;  and  3-A, 
"Pre-Pearl    Harbor"    fathers. 

This  reclassification  will  mean  that  all 
theater  and  exchange  workers  of  military 
age,  unless  they  are  the  fathers  of  children 
born  prior  to  last  September  14,  will  lose 
their  deferred  status  except  in  cases  of  spe- 
cial hardship  or  physical  disability.  Only 
those  men  engaged  upon  a  dozen  studio  jobs 
will  be  entitled  to  the  2-A  bracket,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  men  in  from  four  to 
seven  laboratory  jobs  which  are  expected  to 
be  cleared  by  WMC's  essential  activities 
committee  next  week.  These  jobs  were  due 
for  consideration  this  week,  but  the  commit- 
tee   failed    to    reach   them. 

Only  hope  for  holding  any  portion  of  these 
men  from  military  service  now  is  the  local 
draft  boards.  Some  local  boards,  in  areas 
where  there  are  not  a  surplus  of  theaters, 
have  already  indicated  that  they  will  be  sym- 
pathetic to  the  problem  of  keeping  these  the- 
aters open.  Others  will  refuse  and  have  been 
refusing,  to  heed  the  necessity  for  keeping 
theaters    open. 


PCC  to  Present  Decree 
Opposition  to  the  D  of  J 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  did  not  sufficiently  protect  the  in- 
terests of  independent  theater  own- 
ers. 

PCC  is  of  opinion  that  the  stand 
it  has  taken  has  been  fully  sub- 
stantiated by  the  effect  the  consent 
decree  has  had  on  independent  the- 
ater operators  during  the  past  two 
years.  Therefore,  these  facts  are 
being  prepared  so  that  they  may  be 
presented  well  before  Nov.  20,  when 
the  Department  of  Justice  will  de- 
termine the  future  status  of  the  con- 
sent decree. 


Greek  Relief  Show 
Committees  to  Meet 


Members  of  the  various  commit- 
tees serving  for  presentation  of  the 
big  Greek  War  Relief  Show  to  be 
held  in  Madison  Square  Garden  on 
May  18  will  meet  at  a  luncheon  on. 
Monday  in  the  Hotel  Astor  to  dis- 
cuss plans  for  the  show  and  distri- 
bution of  tickets,  it  is  announced 
by  Co-chairmen  Harry  Brandt  and 
Gus    S.   Eyssell. 

Goal  is  set  at  $100,000,  to  be 
raised  by  a  ticket-selling  campaign 
and  Journal.  Many  from  the  Red 
Cross  Show  setup  have  volunteeered 
their  services,  and  Judge  Jonah  J. 
Goldstein  has  accepted  chairmanship 
of  the  Ticket  Committee. 


RKO  to  Release  "The  Robe" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Frank  Ross  Produc- 
tions will  release  "The  Robe"  by 
Lloyd  C.  Douglas,  through  RKO  Ra- 
dio. Ross  will  start  production  in 
the  Fall.  The  picture  will  be  in 
Technicolor. 


COmmG  and  Gome 


JOSEPH    R.   VOGEL   and    BEN   JOEL  of   Loew 

returned   yesterday   from    Syracuse. 

CRAD  SEARS  and  SOL  LESSER  are  due  frcr 
the    Coast    Monday. 

JOHN  JOSEPH  arrived  at  the  Universal  horn 
office   yesterday   from   the  studio. 

,  n, 

CARL  LESERMAN  returns  from   Detroit 

BOB  WOLFF,  captain  of  the  Ned  D3pine 
Drive,  returned  Saturday  from  a  swing  aroun 
the  domestic  and  Canadian  exchanges.  HARP. 
MICHALSON  and  FRANK  DRUM  accompanie 
him. 

HUNT  STROMBERC  arrives  from  Hollywoo 
today. 

TIM   WHELAN    is   here   from    the   Coast. 

DAVE  PALFREYMAN  leaves  Sunday  for  De 
troit. 

EDWARD  A.  GOLDEN  leaves  New  York  toda 
for  Hollywood  to  confer  with  Robert  S.  Colde 
regarding  their  next  production,  "The  Mast( 
Race." 


Allied  Board  Meets 
In  Detroit  May  5-6 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

over  two  days.  On  the  basis  o 
Abram  F.  Myers'  study  of  desire 
changes  in  the  consent  decree,  A 
lied's  board  is  expected  to  define 
policy  and  make  recommendation 
for  the  changes  if  the  decree's  or 
eration    should   be   continued. 


Theaters  to  Get  War 
Bond  Promotion  Book 


A  32-page  press  book  compile1 
by  the  Treasury's  War  Savings  Sta 
and  containing  dozens  of  tested  pr< 
motional  methods  of  augment™ 
the  sales  of  War  Bonds  and  Stamr. 
is  being  sent  out  by  the  WAC  to  a 
exhibs. 


Metro  to  Tradeshow  Five 

Metro  yesterday  announced  trad 
showing  dates  for  five  new  picture: 
"Above  Suspicion"  and  "Presentin 
Lily  Mars"  will  be  shown  at  mos 
exchange  centers  on  April  27.  Thre 
other  pictures,  "Swing  Shift  Maisie. 
"Dr.  Gillespie's  Criminal  Case,"  an 
"Bataan"  will  be  screened  in  mos 
exchange  centers  on  Thursday,  Ma; 
6.  Others  will  be  held  Tuesda; 
May  4,  except  for  two  on  May  3. 


RentoU— 


A  FULL  line  of  modern 
equipment  together  with 
a  staff  of  trained  men  to 
handle  any  job  large  or  small 
anytime,  anywhere.  Genera- 
tor trucks,  searchlights  and 
floodlights,  for  premieres  and 
general  lighting  activities. 

Let  Us  Enlighten  You  sn 
Yeur     Lighting     Problem* 

CHARLES  ROSS  Inc. 

S33  W.  Sins  St..  Ken  Terk  City 
Telephones:  Clrele  I-5470-M7I 


~ 
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irmy  Wants  More 
treen  Playing  Time 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
i  ugh  not  complaining  of  the  at- 
mcion  OWI  has  given  Army  mat- 
rs  on  the  screen,  feels  that  there 
onld  be  a  fairly  constant  period  on 
v   program   available   for   Army 

•The  general  feels  that  there 
.ould  be  a  methodical,  accurate 
t>ans  of  informing  the  public  of 
rmy  affairs,"  The  Film  Daily 
;is  told.  It  is  his  contention  that 
iblic  relations  via  the  screen  can- 
>t  properly   be  planned  without  an 

Insurance    of    a    certain    amount    of 
me  regularly. 

i  There  have   been   reports   that  he 
anned  to  ask  as  much  as  half  an 

'our  of  each  program,  but  it  is  like- 
he  would   settle  for  considerably 
ss  than  that.    What  General  Surles 
after  is  a  set  period  he  can  plan 
1  and  can  shoot  subjects  to  fill. 


ernhard  Back  to  Warners 
is  Navy  Work  is  Finished 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
gnment  which  led  to  his  connec- 
i  on,  in  a  civilian  capacity,  with  the 
i  .  S.  Navy  Department  in  Washing- 
Mi  for  the  past  four  months.  In 
rder  to  fulfill  that  assignment,  he 
as  been  on  leave  of  absence  from 
Earners  and  he  returns  with  the 
nderstanding  that  he  will  be  avail- 
ble  to  the  Navy  for  consultation 
'henever  the  occasion  arises. 


•yracuse  Strand  Passes 
'o  Loew's  on  Long  Lease 

(Continued   from    Page    1) 

-as  acquired  from  the  Strand  Com- 
any,  headed  by  Stanley  Falk  of 
uffalo.  House,  which  in  the  past 
as  been  variously  controlled  by 
Earners,  RKO  and  RKO-Schine  pool, 
as  been  dark  since  last  Summer, 
'ther  downtown  situations  in  Syra- 
use  are  largely  in  the  RKO-Schine 
ool. 


APR  I 


Allen  Jenkins 
Sharon  Lynn 


APRIL  9 


Jeff  Lazarus 
William  G.  Stuber 


APRIL  10 

George  Arliss  Nick  Stuart 

Tom  Geraghty  Harold  S.  Bucquet 

Joseph  M.  Moskowitz  Dorothy  Lewis 

Tim  McCoy  Lou  Rydell 


Cuff  Notes: 

•  •      •      BOB   (ASTOR    PIX)   SAVINI    has    created    a    sensashun    via 

those  calendars He's  out  oi  town  now.  but  when  he  returns  there'll 

be    a    qlamour-lovin'    delegation    on    his    doorstep    to    grab    copies.    .    . 

•  Jules  Brulatour.  industry  idol  and  champ  first-nighter,  is  back  in 
harness  alter  a  brief  illness.  .  .  •  "One  World,"  Wendell  L.  (20th- 
Fox)  Willkie's  new  book,  is  now  in  the  marts,  having  come  off  the  Simon 
and  Schuster  presses  yes'day.  .  .  •  William  J.  Fink.  17  year  old 
usher  at  F  &  M-St.  Louis  Amusement's  Maplewood  Theater,  is  one  of 
the   first   St.    Louisans    to    be    a   ten-time    donor   to    the   Red    Cross    Blood 

Bank He's    a    heavyweight    wrestler   and   plays   the   pivot   position 

on  his  high  school  football  team Right  now  the  lad  is  preparing 

for  Navy  exams.  .  .  •  Lieut.  John  Howard,  Paramount  branch  mgr. 
in  Detroit  until  he  joined  the  U.S.N,  last  autumn,  has  been  named 
assistant  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Naval  Officer  Procurement 
setup  there.  .  .  •  lack  Shaindlin,  musical  director  for  M  of  T  and 
Universal,  is  taking  his  ork.  on  Monday  evening  to  play  for  enter- 
tainment and  dancing  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen  (it's  second  stint  there 
within  a  fortnight).  .  .  •  Oscar  A.  Doob  gets  back  to  his  desk  here  on 
Monday  from  Florida.  .  .  •  Identical  assignments  have  been  received 
by  the  twin  sons  of  Lou  Golding,  Fabian  division  chief  up  Albany 
way The  boys,  who  left  for  the  Army  together,  have  been  as- 
signed to  the  anti-tank  corps  at  Camp  Butner,  N.  C.  .  .  •  Francis  S. 
Harmon  returns  to  his  WAC  offices  this  morning,  following  two  days 
of  industry-at-war  confabs  in  Washington.  .  .  •  Gov.  Robert  O.  Blood 
was  among  the  prominent  guests  at  the  big  testimonial  dinner  in 
Berlin.  N.  H.,  tendered  al  the  Hotel  Costello  there  to  veteran  showman 
Ed  Gilbert  on  the  occasion  of  his  68th  birthday 

▼  ▼  V 

•      •      •      AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Technicolor  to  Up 
Prices  on  July  1 


(Continued   from    Page    I) 

net  earnings  for  1942,  the  direc- 
tors at  a  meeting  on  Wednesday  de- 
cided not  to  pay  a  dividend  at  this 
time.  It  was  pointed  out  that  con- 
ditions which  affected  1942  profits, 
such  as  increase  in  wages,  dimin- 
ished operating  efficiency  due  to 
loss  of  key  men  to  the  armed  forces, 
diminished  and  abnormally  uneven 
volume  from  month  to  month  and 
lowered  royalties  continued  through 
the  first  quarter  of  1943  and  into 
the    second    quarter. 

The  effect  of  the  half-cent  in- 
crease and  the  improvement  pre- 
dicted in  the  monthly  volume  in 
print  business  are  expected  to  be 
felt  advantageously  during  the  sec- 
ond half  of  the  year.  For  those 
reasons  the  directors  deferred  divi 
dends.  It  was  the  consensus  of  the 
directors  that  present  policy  should 
be  to  pay  only  one  dividend  this 
year  of  such  magnitude  as  the  di- 
rectors felt  the  company  could  af- 
ford. 


Ampa  Rejects  Merger 
With  MP  Associates 


FDR  Issues  Wage 
Freezing  Order 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

authority  over  food  prices  by  Ches- 
ter Davis  was  provided  by  the  order. 

WMC  Chairman  Paul  V.  McNutt 
was  given  authority  to  forbid  the 
shifting  by  individuals  from  one  job 
to  another  in  order  to  obtain  higher 
pay,  unless  the  shift  is  in  the  in- 
terest of  furthering  the  war  effort. 

Existing  contracts  calling  for  per- 
iodic salary  hikes  are  not  affected  by 
President's  order.  It  provides  for 
"reasonable  adjustments  of  wages 
and  salaries  in  case  of  promotions, 
reclassifications,  meiit  increases,  in- 
centive wages  or  the  like." 


Laws  Stymie  Sunday  Pix 
For  Cadets  in  Knoxville 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

Picture  Associates.     Only  six  mem 
bers    voted    in    favor    of    the    idea, 
which  had  received  the  approval  of 
the  directorate  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  board. 

A  nominating  committee  was 
named  to  select  a  slate  of  officers 
to  be  voted  upon  on  April  29.  It 
consists  of  William  R.  Ferguson, 
Ed  McNamee,  Leon  Bamberger,  Ray 
Gallagher,  Charles  Alicoate,  Joe 
Gallagher,  Paul  Benjamin.  Maurice 
Bergman,  president,  announced  he 
did  not  choose  to  run  again. 

One  of  the  chief  arguments  in 
favor  of  continuing  Ampa  was  that 
the  current  slump  of  the  organiza- 
tion was  due  strictly  to  the  war. 

The  possibility  was  voiced  that 
Ampa  and  MPA  might  merge  their 
relief  activities  if  it  were  felt  that 
one  relief  organization  could  serve 
the  interests  of  the  industry  best. 
That  is  a  matter  that  will  be  left 
to  the  new  administration. 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

the  Army  officials  and  five  local  the- 
aters of  the  Wilby-Kincey  chain  was 
satisfactorily  settled  when  Manager 
Eugene  Street  agreed  to  open  the 
Booth  Theater  for  Sunday  movies 
for  the  cadets  at  a  reduced  price. 

Now  city  officials  say  that  Sunday 
movies  for  anybody  in  Knoxville  is 
forbidden  by  State  and  City  laws. 
Manager  Street  is  leaving  it  to 
Lt.  Mose  B.  Smith,  adjutant,  to 
straighten  out  the  tangle  so  far  as 
the  Sabbath  ban  is  concerned.  At 
the  Booth,  operation  will  be  at  cost. 


Harmon  Confers  With  Gov' t. 
Officials  on  Trade  Matters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Treasury,  Manpower  and  WPB  of- 
ficials, as  well  as  representatives  of 
the  Army  and  OWI. 

The  general  manpower  situation,  as  well 
as  a  moving  picture  campaign  on  absen- 
teeism, embracing  newsreels,  shorts  and 
script  angles  for  longer  films  is  believed 
to    have    been    discussed. 

It  is  known  definitely  that  he  reviewed 
with  Lowell  Mellett,  OWI  motion  picture 
chief,  the  situation  in  regard  to  the  series 
of  films  made  by  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra  for 
the  Army.  Neither  Mellett  nor  Harmon 
would  comment  on  this  conversation.  The 
WAC  is  known  to  have  considered  last  week 
on  Wednesday,  at  a  meeting  in  New  York, 
proposals  from  the  Army  about  the  distribu- 
tion, of  these  films.  Reaction  to  the  Army 
proposals   has   not    been    revealed. 

Harmon  is  understood  also  to  have  con- 
ferred with  several  Army  officials  regarding 
the  Capra  films,  and  the  general  problem  of 
more  time  for  the  Army  in  the  regular  the- 
ater   programs. 


Latest  Salmon  Haul 
Nets  Gov't  Plenty 

At  the  local  Rivoli  Theater  on 
Wednesday  night,  Managing  Director 
Montague  Salmon  held  one  of  his 
periodic  War  Bend  Rallies,  with  some 
70  AWVS  gals  participating,  along 
with  members  of  the  Merchant  Ma- 
rine. As  a  result,  Uncle  Sam's  Treas- 
ury Department  is  better  off  by 
$29,000,— that  amount  having  been 
subscribed  by  the  audience  for  Bonds. 
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On  Broadway  and  on  every  Main  Stem  it's  M-G-M!  Where  the 
big  crowds  go  and  the  big  admissions  flow  the  smart  theatre 
operators  book  M-G-M.  Big  shows  now  and  bigger  shows 
coming!  Enjoy  that  good  M-G-M  feeling .  .  .  not  for  just  a  day, 
not  for  just  a  season,  but  ALWAYS! 
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Equipment 
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NEW  YORK,  FRIDAY.  APRIL  9,  1943 


*       *       * 
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MOTIOGRAPH  PUSHING  NEEDED  EXPANSION 

B&L*42  Output  Sets  Mark;  Making  New  Lense 


War  Equip.  Manufacturing 
Large  Factor  In  Upswing; 
Payroll  Leap  50%  Over  '41 

Rochester— The  1942  output  of  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.  here  set 
an  all-time  record  for  the  company 
when  it  reached  $45,990,600,  it  is  re- 
ported here.  That  is  50  per  cent 
higher  than  in  1941. 

Production  of  war  equipment  hiked 
the  output,  it  is  said.  The  company 
produces  binoculars,  gunsights, 
range  finders,  bubble  sextants,  aerial 
camera  lenses  and  other  equipment 
for  the  armed  forces. 

Total  payroll  for  the  year  reached 
$25,160,221,   a  45   per  cent  increase 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


WB  Set  To  Reopen 
Wilmington  Stand 


Wilmington,  Del.— The  Grand  The- 
ater, Warner  Brothers  mid-city  house 
that  featured  westerns  and  catered 
to  youngsters  for  two  generations, 
closed  several  years  ago,  will  be  re- 
opened on  April  15.  This  mid-city 
house,  one  of  the  oldest  theaters  in 
Delaware  and  the  scene  of  the  Dock- 
stadter  minstrel's  beginnings,  will 
be  completely  renovated  and  mod- 
ernized. The  entire  interior  will  be 
le-edecorated  and  re-seated. 

A.  J.  Vanni,  local  Warner  Brothers 
zone  head  has  not  as  yet  indicated 
who  will  be  assigned  the  manage- 
ment of  the  theater  or  its  future 
policy. 


"E"  Is  The  Center 

.  .  .  .Of  SincErity! 

Bridgeport — More  than  10,000  men 
and  women  workers  of  General  Elec- 
tric's  local  plants  celebrated  award 
to  the  company  of  the  Army-Navy 
"E"  at  a  huge  outdoor  mass  meeting 
and  pledged  to  our  armed  forces: 
"I  will  never  let  you  down.  My 
life  is  in  your  hands.  Your  life  is  in 
my  hands.  I  will  work  to  make  the 
best  and  the  most  of  the  things  you 
must  have  to  win,  that  we  both  may 
live,  that  our  country  may  live,  that 
Freedom  for  all  may  live." 


Equipment  Field  Notes 


Business  is  better  at  the  Blackstone 
Theater  in  Chicago's  Loop.  Management 
removed    a    retaining    wall    and    added    75 

more  seats  to  stand's  capacity. 

*  *  * 

Sam  Reed,  RCA  engineer  in  the 
Denver  sector,  has  been  given  a  leave 
of  absence  for  the  duration  and  will 
do  special  work  in  Red  Cross  theaters. 

*  *  * 

Charles  Ross,  ace  lighting  expert  of  film- 
land's Eastern  wing,  holds  that  such  equip- 
ment is  at  an  extraordinary  high  level  of 
design  and  efficiency  now,  and  that  the 
immediate  post-war  era  will  doubtless  see 
further  sharp  advances  on  the  scientific  side. 
Washington   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

*  *  * 

Another  Eastmanite,  Bob  MacClaren, 
chemical  engineer,  has  graduated  from 
the  gas  specialists'  school  at  Amherst 
College.  The  class  was  sponsored  by 
Office  of  Civilian  Defense. 

*  *  * 

The  Bijou  Theater,  Chattanooga,  was 
recently  issued  a  permit  by  WPB  to  make 
repairs  at  an   estimated  cost  of  $1,000. 

Tom  Flannery,  of  Whiteway  Sign 
System,  has  added  another  manufac- 
turing plant  to  his  organization  via 
purchase  of  the  Sheet  Metal  Works, 
1827  So.  Michigan  Ave.  This  plant 
will  be  under  management  of  Art 
Thomas,  but  sales  headquarters  will 
remain  at  315   Walton  Place. 

*  *  * 

Ticket  Register  Corp.  of  Chicago  is  add- 
ing more  men  to  its  service  department, 
and   this   month   is  sending  a   special  offer 


to    theater  owners  throughout   the   country 
to   rebuild    their   coin    changers   and    ticket 

machines. 

*  *  * 

Evercrete  Corp.  of  New  York  City 
has  a  new,  useful  and  economical  prod- 
uct in  Hercules  Speedy  Patch  to  renew 
and  repair  concrete  floors,  or  which 
can  be  used  on  any  surface.  It  requires, 
the  company  asserts,  no  interruption 
in  general  routine;  is  ready  to  use;  re- 
quires no  mixing  and  that;  one-eighth 
inch  coating  makes  an  entire  resilient, 
damp-proof,  non-skid  floor.  It  is  being 
marketed  in  red  and  also  the  color  of 
concrete. 

*  #  * 

DeForest  Training  School  of  the  DeVry 
organization  has  completed  a  new  catalog, 
"Victory  For  You,"  outlining  the  course  of 
study  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Lee  DeForest  and  Edward  B.  DeVry.  They 
have  recently  adopted  the  slogan,  "Learn 
Easier   and    Quicker    with    Movies." 

*  *  * 

William  Bausch,  chairman  of  Bausch 
&  Lomb's  directorate,  has  observed  his 
82nd  birthday  up  Rochester  way. 

*  *  * 

F.  J.  Wenzel,  prexy  of  Wenzel  Projector 
Co.,  Chicago,  says  many  orders  are  being 
received  for  projectors  and  accessories  from 
indepent  supply  dealers  throughout  the 
country.  A  new  catalog  is  now  ready  for 
the  theater  owner,  and  requests  for  same 
will  receive  prompt  attention.  Company  is 
also  busily  engaged  in  manufacture  of  pre- 
cision parts  under  prime  war  work  con- 
tractors. Plant  is  working  overtime  to 
supply  trade  demands. 


Eastman  Sums  Up  War  Work 

Big  Jump  in  Photographic  Products  to  Gov't 


New  1,000-Seat  Theater 
Scheduled  to  Open  May  1 


Cambridge,  O. — A  new  motion  pic- 
ture theater,  with  seating  capacity 
around  1,000  with  the  most  recent  in 
equipment,  is  nearing  completion  at 
the  Government's  new  Fletcher  Hos- 
pital, under  construction  near  here. 
Project,  part  of  which  has  been  com- 
(Continned  on  Page  7) 


Rochester  —  The  tremendous  job 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.  is  doing  to  fur- 
ther the  war  effort  is  revealed  in  a 
"Growth  of  War  Production"  report 
issued  by  the  company. 

Production  for  war  was  the  prin- 
cipal factor  shaping  the  company's 
course  last  year,  the  report  says, 
and  manufacturing  and  inventive  re- 
sources were  utilized  for  that  pur- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Is  Now  100%  on  War  Woii 
But  Still  Able  to  Ship 
Parts  to  Film  Theaters 


I 


Chicago  —  Motiograph  has  lease 
10,000  square  feet  of  space  from  t 
Jennings  Co.  at  4309  West  Lake 
here  to  take  care  of  expanding  ma 
ufacturing    operations.      Fred    Ma 
thews,  organization's  vice-presiden 
says  that  negotiations  are  under  wa  ; 
to  obtain  even  more  floor  space  : 
the  Jennings  plant,  as  Motiograp  i 
working  three  shifts  every  24  hour  t 
is  still  under  pressure  to  fill  orde"  i 
for  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Cunently,  Matthews  points  on  { 
his  firm  is  on  a  100  per  cent  ws  j 
work  basis,  with  the  entire  facto) 
production  going  to  the  armed  se  ■ 
vices,  but  stocks  of  parts  for  the  re,  ■, 
ular  theater  trade  are  still  availab 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Col.  Gillette  Will 
Host  SMPE  Session 


Announcement  is  made  by  Dr. 
f  red  N.  Goldsmith,  chairman  Atlan 
Coast  Section  of  the  Society  of 
tion  Picture  Engineers,  that  Colo 
Melvin  C.  Gillette,  Command 
Officer,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  Astor 
has  extended  an  invitation  to  h< 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Atlan 
Coast  Section  at  the  Photograpl; 
Center,  on  Thursday,  April  29. 

It  is  not  known,  at  this  tin 
whether  Colonel  Gillette  will  prese 
a  paper  or  address  the  meeting,  4 
these  details  will  be  furnished  at' 
later  date,  Goldsmith  states. 


I 


New  WAAC  Pic  Stand 
Is  a  Co-ed  Affair 

Daytona  Beach — The  first  motion 
picture  house  of  the  WAAC  train- 
ing center  has  been  opened  at  the 
City  Auditorium.  Latest  film  equip- 
ment has  been  installed.  All  service 
men  and  women  and  their  immediate 
families  are  eligible  to  patronize  thet 
post  theater.  There  will  be  fivel 
different  shows  each  week,  with 
duplicate  billings  for  Sunday  and 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 


TW 


I  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
I  vely    covering   the    equipment    field,    pub- 

Id  every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Folks',  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
Mersereau,  General  Manager;  Chester  B. 
..  Editor;  George  H.  Morris,  Equipmem 
i«£;  West  Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood 
^jird,  Hollywood,  Cal.,  Ralph  Wilk, 
—  Chief. 


&  L's  Production 
(Record  in  1942 


(Continued  from  Page  6) 

r  the  previous  year.     Taxes,  in- 

ling  price  adjustments  following 

Cagotiation      of      war      contracts, 

iled  $6,499,882  or  more  than  $17,- 

a  day. 

i   breaking   down   the    sales   dol- 
|  the  report'shows  that  54.7  cents 
■  t    for    payroll;    25.5    cents,    ma- 
,als    and     expenses;     14.1     cents, 
>3s;  3.1  cents,  plant  maintenance; 
I  cents,    dividends,    and    1.2    cents 
e  added  to  the  surplus. 
«'ew  optical  lenses  now  in  produc- 
"will   enable  observers   to  look 
r-ctly  at  the  sun  with  clear  vision" 
spot    hostile    bombers.      M.    H. 
enha:t,  B   &  L  prexy,  said  in  a 
cial  broadcast  to  American  fight- 
•  forces  overseas. 
'Another  (new  glass  being  ground 
lenses)  will  blot  out  all  reflected 
Ire.    A  third,  the  first  glass  made 
"tiout  sand,  has  a  much  higher  re- 
vive index   than   any   previously 
lufactured.        Applied    to    aerial 
•eras,  it  will  give  better  definition 
cover  a  larger  area  with  no  loss 
ense  speed,"  he  added, 
isenhart  explained  many  new  op- 
1  glass  discoveries  still  were  care- 
y   guarded    military    secrets   but 
jrted    enormously    increased   effi- 
cy  of  American  range  finders,  de- 
5  ion   devices,   serial   cameras   and 
,2r  precision  instruments  used  by 
1  armed  forces. 
is    talk    was    one    of    a    weekly 
es  arranged  by  the  National  As- 
■ation    of    Manufacturers    in    co- 
nation with  the  National  Broad- 
wing Co.  and  was  beamed  to  U.  S. 
icemen  in  Europe  and  Africa  by 
'•twave  station  WBOS. 


Summary  of  War  Work 
Issued  by  Eastman 


{Continued  from  Page  6) 
pose  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 
Substantially  all  of  the  company's 
total  output  here,  where  upwards  of 
25,000  people  are  employed,  is  now 
produced  for  military  and  naval 
uses,  or  for  industrial,  commercial 
and  civilian  uses  recognized  by  the 
Government  as  essential. 

It  is  revealed  that  the  volume  of 
photographic  products  supplied  to 
the  Government  in  1942  was  more 
than  four  times  as  large  as  that  in 
1941;  that  production  of  special  mili- 
tary and  naval  equipment  in  1942 
was  nearly  nine  times  that  in  1941, 
and  that  production  in  the  optical 
and  apparatus  plants  in  1942  was 
at  approximately  three  times  their 
normal  peacetime  rate.  An  addi- 
tional increase  is  expected  this  year. 

At  the  same  time,  the  report  re- 
veals, the  general  price  level  of 
Eastman  products  is  now  about  25 
per  cent  below  the  1915  level,  al- 
though the  general  index  of  all  fin- 
ished goods  prices  in  the  United 
States  is  20  per  cent  above  that 
level. 

Capital  expenditures,  it  is  reported, 
during  the  year  were  made  princi- 
pally for  new  equipment  and  conver- 
sion of  existing  plant  and  equipment, 
with  relatively  little  for  new  con- 
struction. 


■w  1,000-Seat  Theater 
leduled  to  Open  May  1 

(Continued  from   Page  6) 

ed,  represents  more  than  $5,000,- 
i  it  is  reported.  Theater  will  be 
ly  for  operation  about  May  1. 


TICKET   REGISTERS 


DA  QTC  FOR  ANY  MODEL 

run  i  o  or  type 

1  Knives  -Belts  •  Electric  Switches  • 
Motor  Armatures  •  Motor  Brushes 


North  Carolina  Theater's 
Destruction  is  Complete 


Cramerton,  N.  C. — The  Midway, 
only  moving  theater  in  this  model 
textile  village,  was  burned  to  the 
ground,  with  nothing  saved,  by  a 
fire  of  unknown  origin.  Roy  Smith, 
owner  and  manager,  has  made  no 
promise  about  attempting  to  rebuild 
under  the  present  conditions.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $5,000  and  was 
not  covered  by  insurance.  The  near- 
est moving  picture  theater  now  is 
in  Charlotte,  20  miles  away. 


WHITEWAY 

ELECTRIC    SIGN    &   MAINTENANCE   CO. 

Thomas  F.  Flannery,   President 

315-17   W.  Walton  St.  Chicago,    III. 

Delaware    9111 


ET  REGISTERS  CO.DFAMER.b 

50    MICHIGAN    AVE  •  CHICAGO  IS 


rfect  Fit 
ARANTEEO 


WE   CAN 


STILL  SUPPLY 

all  standard  35mm.  pre- 
cision projector  replace- 
ment parts. 

We  do  not  sell  to 
theatres,   direct. 

FREE  —  Our  latest 
complete    projector    parts 

catalog. 

GIVE  your  dealer's  name, 

when  writing  to  get  your 

copy  of  our  catalog. 

WENZEL    PROJECTOR    CO. 


2505-19  South  State  St. 


Chicago.   III. 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


For  Excellence 


COVETED  ARMY-NAVY  "E"  is  formally  award- 
ed to  American  Seating  Co.  Holding  the  honor- 
ing flag  are,  left  to  right:  Col.  Crosby  N.  Elliott, 
Officer  in  Charge,  Procurement  Division,  Chi- 
cago Quartermaster  Depot;  H.  M.  Taliaferro, 
American  Seating  Co.'s  president;  Nellie  P. 
Laubscher,  Supervisor  of  Flant  Nurses'  R.  K. 
Merrill,  company's  Works  Manager;  and  Lt. 
Commander  E.  L.  Johnson,  Cost  Inspector,  U. 
S.    Navy,    Detroit.      Employes   received   "E"   pins. 


Slater  Co.  Shutters  Its 
Branch  In  Milwaukee 


Milwaukee— The  Slater  Co.,  Chi- 
cago floor  covering  firm  which  has 
supplied  numerous  theaters  in  Wis- 
consin, has  closed  its  Milwaukee 
branch  but  will  continue  to  service 
its  installations  through  the  Urbanik 
Carpet  Service,  headed  by  Edward 
E.  Urbanik,  who  has  been  with  the 
Slater  Co.  for  the  past  15  years. 


Moliograph  Presses 
Expansion  Program 


{Continued  from  Page  6) 

and    a:e    being    shipped   out   as    de- 
mand arises. 

Clem  Robertson  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  school  and  training 
program  now  in  force,  and  many  wo- 
men have  taken  the  course  and  are 
now  working  in  the  plant.  Another 
factory  is  in  production  on  West 
Madison  St.  on  Ai-my  and  Navy 
orders,  and  when  the  additional  Jen- 
nings space  is  secured  it  will  give 
Motiog:  aph  three  factories  in  this 
city. 


THEATRE    SOUND    SYSTEM. 
AND    PROJECTORS 


War-born  DEVRY  preci- 
sion Theatre  Projectors 
Mill  Sound  Systems  pre- 
sent developments  far 
beyond  pi'eviou'  'y  ac- 
cepted standards  DEVRY 
Corporation.  1112  Armi- 
tat'e  Avenue.  Chicago,  111. 


DeVRY^ 

Hollywood  •   CHICAGO   •   New  York 


// 


No  box  office  tonight!  unless 


a 


First  to  see  exhibitors'  need  for  comprehensive  technical 
booth  protection,  Altec  Service  pioneered  the  Booth  Parts 
Repair-Replacement  Plan,  covering  both  sound  and  pro- 
jection, three  years  ago.  With  the  longest  experience  in  this 
field,  Altec  offers  you  the  only  time-tested  plan  for  antici- 
pating your  theatre's  needs.  Be  sure  to  get  all  the  facts 
about  the  Altec  Plan.  Call  your  local  Altec  technician, 
or  write : 


E33ZHg333Z333Zna 

250  West  57 tb  Street,  New  York  City 

Protecting  the  theatre  —  Our  "first  line  of  morale" 


■■■■■ 


M      P       I3       13       A        I    NC 
2!)      W      44T  H      ST 
NYC 


W 


DAILY 


Friday,  April  9,  19431 


Coast  Canteen  Entertains 
600,000  in  Six  Months 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  The  Hollywood  can- 
teen this  week  celebrates  its  six- 
month  anniversary.  More  than  600,- 
000  uniformed  service  men  have 
come  through  its  doors  to  be  enter- 
tained   and    refreshed. 


WB  Magazine  Story  Buy 
Being  Made  Into  Novel 


"Al  Schmid,  War  Hero,"  the  Lib- 
erty Magazine  story  about  a  Ma- 
rine by  Rober  Butterfield,  has  been 
purchased  by  Warner  Bros,  and  will 
be  made  into  a  novel  for  publica- 
tion by  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.  before 
the  film  is  produced.  Butterfield  will 
work  with  Schmid  on  the  book. 


Newsreels  Shoot  F.  D.  R.     i  Schneiderman  Joins  WB 
Morgenthau  for  Bond  Drive  As  Manager  in  Panama 


Washington — President  Roosevelt 
and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Mor- 
genthau were  shot  by  the  newsreels 
at  the  White  House,  in  a  message, 
for  release  next  Tuesday  on  the 
Second  War  Loan  Drive.  Morgen- 
thau sold  Bonds  to  members  of  the 
White   House   staff   for   the  lensers. 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

ly  with  RKO,  takes  over  the  pos$. 
formerly  occupied  by  Armando 
Trucios,  who  has  been  made  West 
Coast  District  Manager  with  super- 
vision over  Panama,  Colombia,  Ecuar 
dor  and  most  of  Central  Amewflplj 


SHOULD  ENHANCE  ROGERS'  GROWING  POPULARITY-Mo/,on  Picture  Daily 


ROY  ROGERS  •  TRIGGER  ZSSfcm  -  $w>  BURNETTE 
-"KING  OF  THE  COWBOYS" 

with  BOB  NOLAN  AND  THE  SONS  OF  THE  PIONEERS  •  PEGGY  MORAN 

Gerald   M0HR   *   Dorothea   KENT  *   U0yd    C0RRI6AN  *  JOSEPH  KANE,Dj'recfor  •  Screen  Play  by  O/.Ve  Cooper  •  J.  Benion  Cheney  •  Original  Sfory  by  Hal  Long 

A  REPUBLIC  PICTURE 


Kitimate  in  Character 
cternational  in  Scope 
-dependent     in     Thought 


FILE  COPY 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Twenty-Four    Years    Old 


-lFDAfLY- 


: 


L.  83.  NO.  69 


NEW  YORK,  MONDAY.  APRIL  12.  1943 


TEN  CENTS 


I0LD0VERS  IN  102%_INCREASE  JN  YEAR 

Hold-the-Line"  Order  No  Bar  to  Higher  Scales 


lm  Rentals  Also  Outside 
ope  of  New  Presidential 
iti-Inflationary  Decree 


thington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
♦Vashington  —  Film  rentals  and 
•ater  admission  prices  are  in  no 
y  regulated  by  the  terms  of  the 
;sident's  "hold-the-line"  order  of 
t  Thursday.  Although  detailed 
cial  directions  for  the  adminis- 
tion  of  the  order  have  not  yet 
in  issued,  the  order  makes  it 
in  that  control  is  not  extended 
sr  goods  and  services  which  were 
;viously  exempted  from  the  juris- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


leROTC  Officers 

5  Managerial  Aides 


:hicago — Use  of  ROTC  cadet  of- 
rs  from  high  schools  and  junior 
leges  as  assistants  in  theaters 
been  a  successful  experiment 
ording  to  M.  M.  Rubens  of  the 
;at  States  division  of  the  B  &  K 
:uit. 

n  recommending  the  cadet  officers 
lis  theater  managers,  Rubens  said 
t  "these  boys  who  can  spare  time 
arnoons,   Saturdays  and   Sundays 

(.Continued  on  Page  3) 


;w  Mo.  Tax  Proposal  May 
t  Out-State  Pix  Rentals 


efferson  City,  Mo. — Revenue  from 

es   outside   of   the   state   of   Mis- 

l.ri  would  be   subject  to   Missouri 

ome  tax  under  a  bill  now  before 

{Continued  on  Page  12) 


Theater  Sponsors 

Blind  Date  Quiz 

Albany — Fabian's  Grand  has  set  a 
half  hour  Blind  Date  quiz  program 
for  13  weeks  over  Station  WABY 
here,  with  Bert  King  emceeing.  New 
slant  on  qu'z  programs  pits  teams 
of  service  men  and  gals,  the  former 
drawing  their  femme  partners  by 
•ot  on  the  stage.  Listeners  supply 
the  questions.  Winning  team  gets 
rash,  while  all  the  service  men  re- 
ceive smokes,   etc. 


20TH-FOX  POST  FOR  SILVERSTONE 

Former  UA  Executive  Elected  Vice-President  in 
Charge  of  Foreign  Distribution 


Engagement  of  Murray  Silver- 
stone  as  vice-president  in  charge 
of  foreign  distribution  for  20th-Fox 
was  announc- 
ed on  Friday 
by  President 
Spyros  Skou- 
ras.  Silver- 
stone's  ap- 
pointment as 
chief  of  for- 
e  i  g  n  activi- 
ties was  fore- 
ca  s  t  last 
week. 

The  20th- 
Fox    interna- 
tional depart- 
in  e  n  t     had 
since    Laudy 


MURRAY    SILVERSTONE 

been    without    a    head 


Lawrence  resigned  at  the  turn  of 
the  year. 

Silverstone  who  takes  over  his 
new  post  today,  was  formerly  head 
of  world-wide  operations  at  United 
Artists,  a  position  he  relinquished 
in  June,  1941.  He  had  been  in  the 
industry  for  25  years,  22  of  them 
spent  with  UA. 

It  was  said  that  Silverstone's  du- 
ties would  be  more  important  than 
those   assigned  to   Lawrence. 

It  is  understood  that  Silverstone 
probably  will  make  a  trip  to  Eng- 
land shortly  and  may  be  accom- 
panied by  Spyros  Skouras  who  has 
contemplated  such  a  visit  for  some 
time.  Other  trips  abroad  for  Sil- 
verstone are   also  in  prospect. 


Individual  Ad  Coin 
For  Four  "U  "  Films 


Series  of  meetings  to  complete 
advertising  and  exploitation  cam- 
paigns on  coming  Universal  pix  has 
been  set  by  John  Joseph,  national 
director  of  advertising  and  public- 
ity, who  is  in  from  the  studio  for 
home    office    conferences. 

First  parley  will  be  held  tomor- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


,  Biz 
In  1st  Runs  Up  50% 

Portland,  Ore. — First-runs  here 
report  really  dynamic  spending  for 
amusement.  Practically  all  of  the 
down-town  houses  agree  that  the 
"take"  is  as  heavy  during  the  last 
three  days  of  the  week  now  as  they 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Probe  Chicago  Racketeering 

U.S.  Grand  Jury  Here  Follows  Up  "Leads" 


$193,935  for  R.  C.  Fund 
Via  Loew's  Theaters 


Incomplete  figures  indicate  that 
approximately  $193,935  was  collected 
by  Loew's  theaters  during  Red  Cross 
War  Fund  Week.  Of  this  amount 
$119,800  .  was  reported  "by  .  out-of- 
town  houses.  In  that  division,  the 
leaders  were:  Capitol,  Washington, 
with  a  total  of  $7,747;  Norfolk,  $4,- 
189;    Orpheum,   Boston,   $4,095;   In- 

(Ccmtinued  on  Page  4) 


Continuing  Federal  Grand  Jury  in- 
vestigation of  film  industry  rack- 
eteering is  reported  turning  to  the 
further  activities  of  the  Capone-Nitti 
mob  in  Chicago. 

Testimony  given  during  the  trial 
of  George  E.  Browne,  former  IATSE 
prexy,  Willie  Bioff  and  Nick  Dean 
is  said  to  provide  the  "leads"  for  the 
new  line  of  inquiry  directed  by  Fed- 
eral Attorney  Mathias  F.  Correa  and 
his  assistant,  Boris  Kostelanetz. 

(According  to  the  Chicago  Daily 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Run  Length  Doubled;  Sin- 
gle Pix  Gets  More  Than  2 
And  3  Did,  WB  Check  Show 


Holdovers   throughout   the   nation 
have  jumped   102  per  cent  as  com- 
pared  with   two   seasons   ago,   with 
many  films  being 
held    over    in 
practically      10  0 
per  cent  of  their 
first-runs,  it  was 
revealed    on    Fri- 
day by  Ben  Kal- 
menson,     War- 
ners'    general 
sales   manager, 
in  announcing  the 
results  of  an  ex- 
haustive    six- 
I  month    survey   of 
" changes     in     na- 
tional   exhibition 
brought  about  by 
the  company's  new  policy  of  study- 

(Continued  on  Page   9) 


BEN    KALMENSON 


Spitz  and  Skirball 
To  Make  "Duffy's 


Second  picture  to  be  produced  by 
the  new  Leo  Spitz-Jack  Skirball 
combination  will  be  "Duffy's  Tav- 
ern," an  original  story  utilizing  the 
characters  in  the  well  known  Blue 
Network  radio  program.  Skirball 
will    be    executive    producer    of    the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Einfeld  to  Washington 
For  a  Week  on  Business 


Charles  Einfeld,  Warners  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  leaves 
New  York  the  early  part  of  this 
week  for  Washington,  where  he  will 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Venezuelan   Newsreel 
Launched  by  Bolivar 

Caracas,  Venezuela  (By  Air  Mail) 
— New  bi-weekly  newsreel  has  been 
launched  here  by  Bolivar  Film.  Reel 
is  designed  for  distribution  in  Co- 
lombia as  well  as  this  country. 
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FINANCIAL 


(April  9) 


NEW   YORK  STOCK    MARKET 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%> 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount 

Faramount    1st   pfd..  . 

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th    Century-Fox     .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 


High  Low 
15%  15% 
I6I/4     15% 


Close 

15%  - 
15%  - 


Net 
Chg. 

-  1/4 

-  1% 


1  %         1  % 

Hi/4     13% 
60       156% 


20  19 
55  53 
23%     22 


1% 

13% 

156% 

J9 
53 

221/4 


1/8 
1/2 

41/4 


1% 
1% 
1% 


7%       7% 

83i/2  82 

19%  18% 

31  30% 


71/8 
82 
18% 
30% 


% 
3 

1% 


12         IH/4     11% 


Para. 


NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 
B'way     3s55       75         75         75 


Para.  Picts.  deb,  4s56.104%  104%  104%    +      % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102%  102%  102%   +     % 

Monogram    Picts.     ...      1%        1%  1%  —     % 

Radio-Keith    cvs.     ...      1%       1 1/4  1 1/4  —     % 

Sonotone    Corp 3%       3%       3%      

Technicolor     10%  10l/4  103/8  —     % 

Trans-Lux     2%       2%  2%  —     % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      17%  17%  17%  —  1 

Universal    Picts 60  60  60      —  I 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  B 

Picture    and    Distributor  Theater 

Air     Force     (Warner     Bros.     Pictures) — 11th     week Hollywood 

The    Human   Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 7th   week Astor 

Keeper  of  the   Flame    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 4th  week Music   Hall 

The    Moon    is    Down    (Twentieth   Century-Fox) — 3rd   week Rivoli 

Happy-Go-Lucky     (Faramount     Pictures) — 3rd     week.. Paramount 

Hello,     Frisco,     Hello     (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — 3rd     week Roxy 

Slightly     Dangerous     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 2nd     week Capitol 

Air    Raid    Wardens     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 2nd    week Rialto 

Edge  of  Darkness   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) Strand 

Something    to    Shout    About     (Columbia    Pictures) Criterion 

Gyandev  of   Indian    (Ram    Bagai) tittle   Carnegie 

Desert    Victory     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — Opens    tomorrow Globe 

Dixie    Dugan    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

They  Cot  Me  Covered   (RKO  adio-Samuel   Goldwyn)    (a-b) Palace 

Keep   'Em   Slugging    (Universal    Fictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New   York 

Fugitive  of  the  Plains  (Producers  Releasing  Co.) — Opens  tomorrow   (a) New  York 

The   Heart  of  a   Nation    (A.   F.    E.   Corp.) Abbey 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Tu  M'Ami— lo  T'Amo   (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.)— 7th  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

The    Last   Will    of    Dr.    Mabuse    (Samuel    Krellbergl^th    week World 

The  Diary  of  a  Nazi   (Artkino  Pictures) — 3rd  week Stanley 

Sunny    Sunberg    (Europa    Films) 48th  St.   Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Flight   for   Freedom    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — April    15 Music    Hall 

Hangmen  Also   Die    (United  Artists) — April    15 Capitol 

China    (Paramount   Pictures) — April    21 Paramount 

Ay   Jalisco,    No   Te    Rajes    (Crovos-Mohme    Company) Belmont 

Tonight    We     Raid    Calais     (Twentieth     Century-Fox)      (c) Rialto 

Assignment     in     Brittany      (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)      (c)      Criterion 

Crash     Dive     (Twentieth     Century-Fox)      (c) Roxy 

Action   in  the  North  Atlantic    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — May  21 Strand 

Hitler's    Children    (RKO    Radio-Golden)— April    15    (a-b).... ...Palace 

Taxi,    Mister    (United   Artists)— April    15    (a) Palace 

La  Mia  Canzone  al  Vento   (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.)— April  24 55th  St.  Playhouse 

The  Isle  of  Passion   (Maya  Films)    (c) .World 

(a)    Dual   bill,      (b)    Subsequent   run.      (c)    Follows  current  bill. 


Battle  of  Bismarck  Sea 
Footage  Goes  to  Newsreels 


Absenteeism  Short  for 
"America  Speaks"  Series 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — OWI  is  preparing  a 
script  on  absenteeism,  to  be  made 
into  one  of  "America  Speaks"  shorts 
for  WAC  distribution. 

Arch  A.  Mereey,  assistant  chief 
of  the  Motion  Pictures  Bureau  said 
the  script  is  now  being  written  in 
New  York,  adding  that  until  it  is 
completed  there  is  no  assurance  that 
the  short  will  be  made."  It's  -  a 
touchy   subject,"   he  said. 

An  extensive  program  on  absen- 
teeism is  in  prospect,  with  consid- 
eration being  given  to  use  of  all  the 
various  film  media,  although  no  de- 
cisions and  no  detailed  plans  have 
yet  been  worked  out. 


Pix  to  Be  "Stop  Sign" 
To  Dictators,  Savs  Coe 


Present  day  pictures  will  be  a 
"stop  sign"  to  future  dictators,  while 
"pedagogic  pictures  of  tomorrow 
will  establish  the  futility  of  govern- 
ment by  men  instead  of  by  laws," 
Charles  Francis  Coe  said  in  a  week- 
end interview.  The  MPPDA  general 
counsel  speaks  Wednesday  before 
the  Detroit  Optimist  Club. 

Coe  asserted  that  shorts  and 
newsreels  will  be  spread  across  the 
world  "so  that  enduring  peace  will 
result  from  world-wide  understand- 
ing brought  through  commercial 
distribution  of  the  films  of  all  na- 
tions to  all  other  nations." 


CIO  Committee  to  Rate 
Screen,  Radio  and  Legit. 


Greater  New  York  Industrial 
Union  Council  of  the  CIO  has  es- 
tablished a  readers  and  audiences 
committee  among  the  duties  of 
which  will  be  to  appraise  screen 
radio  and  legit,  presentations.  The 
move  is  in  line  with  the  council's 
organization  of  CIO  membership  in 
support  of  progressive  win-the-war 
trends.  The  committeee  will  recom- 
mend support  for  all  entertainment 
considered  of  aid  to  the  war  ef- 
fort and  national  morale  and  will 
combat  "destructive  and  reactionary 
tendencies"  that  may  arise  in  any 
amusement  field. 


Current  New  York  Films 
Reaching  Troops  Overseas 


Thirty-three  of  the  current  motion 
pictures  being  shown  in  New  York 
either  have  been  shown  or  are  be- 
ing shown  for  the  members  of  the 
armed  forces  on  foreign  soil,  the 
Overseas  Motion  Picture  Service, 
United  States  Army,  announced  at 
the  week-end.  Among  the  pictures 
being  seen  by  U.  S.  service  men 
abroad  are  "Random  Harvest," 
"Shadow  of  a  Doubt,"  "Human  Com- 
edy," "Air  Force,"  "Commandos 
Strike  at  Dawn,"  "Star  Spangled 
Rhythm,"  "In  Which  We  Serve," 
"China  Girl,"  "It  Ain't  Hay,"  "Casa- 
blanca" and  "Yankee  Doodle  Dandy." 


Seattle  Drive-In  Opens 

Seattle,  Wash. — E.  W.  Johnson  has 
eopened  his  Motor  Inn  Theater  on 
the  Seattle-Tacoma  Highway. 


The  Australian  Information  Bu- 
reau has  released  850  feet  of  film 
of  the  Battle  of  Bismarck  Sea  to 
the  newsreels.  Shots  include  actual 
battle  scenes  at  sea.  They  will  be 
included  in  the  newsreels  reaching 
the  screens  tomorrow. 


Miles  Rites  on  Coast  Today 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   <D. 

Hollywood — Rites  for  John  Peen 
Miles,  46,  veteran  publicist  and 
writer  and  ex-newspaperman,  will  be 
held  today.  He  was  last  with  Arnold 
Pressburger. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

SPERCER  TRRCY  •  HRTHfiRlRE  HEPBURH 

"KEEPER    OF    THE     FLAME" 

A    Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue   •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4608 


.«-    Alice  FAYE  .   John  PAYNE  n 
^      lack  OAKIE  •    Lynn  BARI 


9 Hem  FRISCO,**^  j 

IU»Y-FOX  PICTURE       IN    1 

A  BIG  STAGE 

ROXY 


A  JOTH  CINTURY-FOX  PICTURE       IN    TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 
juy        Q  f\  y  y    7ihAVE. 

BONDS         IV  W  W     1  50th  ST. 


Always  Tops 


^-for-l  Shows  I 


P/txAMoa/vr 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


BOB     HOPE      *      DOROTHY     LAMOUR 

"THEY  GOT   ME   COVERED" 

and   

"DIXIE  DUGAN" 

LOIS    ANDREWS    e>     JAMES    ELLISON 


P 


TIMH  SQ. 

Loew'a 
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ON  SCREEN 

CHARLES   LAUGHTON 

ROBERT   TAYLOR 

BRIAN    DONLEVY 

"STAND     BY 

FOR   ACTION" 


T 
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IN  PERSON 
SHEILA 
BARRETT 
SMITH  & 

DALE 

EXTRA r 

JOHN    KIRBY 

And    ORCH. 


£ 
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'age  Freeze  No  Bar 
o  Higher  Soles 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

iction   of  the  price  control   act  of 
Bst  October. 

Vdmission  prices  and  rentals  are 
Jb   exempted  from  the  control  of 

ne  OPA,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
n-event  the  hiking  of  theater  prices 
md  film  rentals  except  the  natural 
jusiness  laws  which  have  always 
itfected  them.  Motion  pictures 
.*ere  exempted  by  the  statute  un- 
ler  the  section  regarding  freedom 
>f  the  press,  which  precludes  con- 
rol  of  prices  chai-ged  by  newspa- 
pers, broadcasters  and  motion  pic- 
aire  firms. 

In  OPA's  supplemental  regulation 
"\'o.  11,  which  contains  a  more  de- 
ailed  statement  of  exemptions  "mo- 
ion  picture  or  other  theater  enter- 
prises— rates  charged  by"  are  listed 
is  exempt. 


Portland,  Ore.,  Biz 
In  Ist-Runs  Up  50% 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

formerly  took  in  during  the  full 
^even  days. 

Outstanding  record  was  set  by 
United  Artists  Theater,  which  in  a 
six-weeks  run  on  "Random  Harvest" 
took  in  an  estimated  $315,000,  far 
ahead  of  "Mrs.  Miniver"  which  had 
<a  record  run  at  the  same  house. 

Percentage  gain  generally  for  the 
first  quarter  of  '43  is  well  over  60 
per  cent  ahead  of  the  same  quarter 
a  year  ago.  This  is  due  primarily 
to  the  heavy  increase  in  population 
in  the  entire  Portland  trade  area, 
which  includes  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Majority  of  houses,  also  report 
peak  sales  to  customers  of  pop  corn, 
replacing  candy  bars  now  virtually 
unobtainable.  There  is  also  a  60 
per  cent  drop  in  soft  drinks. 


'Bader  as  Dickson  Aide 

Dave  Bader,  former  associate  edi- 
tor of  The  Independent,  today  joins 
20th-Fox  as  assistant  to  Gregory 
Dickson,  who  is  in  charge  of  trade 
and  promotional  advertising  for  the 
company. 


THE 


PhXHtDi 


A  Diversified  Crop: 

•  •      •     THIS  biz  rests  on  coin So  does  the  motto  "E  Pluribus 

Unum,"  if  you'll  notice Which  reminds  Phil  M.  ol  the  current  status 

and   stature   of   20th   Century-Fox Let's    explain: Just    as    the 

nation  is  one  entity  made  from  many  States,  so  also  is  the  producer- 

disribu tor's  product  each  year  the  sum  of  its  individual  attractions 

In  the  instance  of  20th-Fox,  the  1942-43  lineup  is  as  diversified  as  the 

very  States  in  the  Union If  you  closely  examine   the   company's 

features  of  the  present  season,  you'll  find  how  amazingly  varied  they 
are.  and  realize  why  they  pack  such  wide  patron  appeal. — and  ditto 
for  exhibitors .....  Mister  Spyros  Skouras  &  Co.  obviously  know,  and 
well,  that,  for  example,  all  drama  and  no  froth  makes  John  Q.  Public  a 

dull  lad So  he  and  his  biz  cohorts  have  all  types  of  entertainment 

on   the    '42-'43    counter And    consequently    the    buying   is    mighty 

brisk 

T  T  ▼  " 

•  •      •     JUST  since    1943*5    birth,  20th-Fox   has   unleashed    three 

blocks,  aggregating   14  pix In    these    blocks    were    "China    Girl," 

"We  Are  the  Marines,"  "Over  My  Dead  Body,"  and  "Time  To  Kill"; 
"The  Immortal  Sergeant,"  "Chetniks,"  "Meanest  Man  In  The  World," 
"Margin  For  Error,"  and  "Young  Mr.  Pitts";  and  "Dixie  Dugan," 
"Quiet,  Please,  Murder!,"  "Hello,  Frisco,  Hello,"  "He  Hired  the  Boss," 

and  "The  Moon  Is  Down" In  these  three  blocks,  which  are  known 

to  the  trade  as  Croups  6,  7  and  8,  there  are  five  dramas,  one  dramatic 
spectacle,  one  documentary   drama,   one   mystery   drama,   one   comedy 

drama,  three  comedies,  one  mystery  comedy,  arid   one  musical 

That's  real  diversified  entertainment! Likewise  the  21  pix  re- 
leased from  Aug.   1   to  the  present  year's  outset 


•  •  •  AS  we  write  this,  the  echo  of  cheers  which  the  world  pre- 
miere  of   "Desert   Victory"   evoked   on   Saturday   up   Schenectady   way 

(Erie  Theater)  is  being  heard  in  every  key  and  hamlet This  grand 

offering,  showing  the  conquest  of  North  Africa  by  the  British  Eighth  Army 

is  a  "must"  for  all  exhibitors It  makes  its  New  York  bow  at  the 

Globe  tomorrow,  and  into  national  release  on  Friday,  probably  going 
into  Block  9,  along  with  all  or  some  combination  of  the  following:  "My 
Friend  Flicka"  (Technicolor  drama  which  had  its  world  premiere  last 
Wednesday  in  Salt  Lake  City's  Utah  Theater);  "Tonight  We  Raid 
Calais";  "Ox-Bow  Incident";  "Coney  Island";  "Crash  Dive";  and  "They 
Came  to  Blow  Up  America" 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THREE  pix  are  now  in  the  cutting  room,— " Stormy 
Weather,"  "Bomber's  Moon"  and  "Jitterbugs" Six  are  in  pro- 
duction, and  eight  poised  to  go  in  during  this  month  and  May 

It  looks  like  44  to  46  pix   this  season Over-  at   the  home  office, 

they  tell  Phil  M.  that  20th-Fox  has  more  Technicolor  offerings,  and 
more  with  name  bands  and  in  preparation,  than  any  other  producing 

org In   the  oncoming  group  of  '42  attractions,  completed  or  in 

production,  are  seven   Technicolor  offerings  we   know   of There 

are  also  many  powerhouse  promotional  campaigns  now  set  or  being 
planned  by  Hal  Home  and  his  staff  to  back  up  current  and  future 
features The  campaigns  throughout  '42  and  '43  have  been  out- 
standing,—strong,  diversified  campaigns  for  strong,  diversified  product. 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


COminC  and  come 


TIM  WHELAN,  RKO  producer-director,  here 
for  several  weeks  on  a  talent  hunt  for  his  next 
pic,    left    yesterday    for    Hollywood. 

JOHN  GARFIELD  arrives  in  New  York  the 
latter  part  of  this  week  from   the  Coast. 

CHARLES  BRACKETT,  producer,  and  BILLY 
WILDER,  director,  arrived  from  the  Coast  Fri- 
day. 

IT.  HERBERT  JAFFE,  former  member  of  the 
20th-Fox  press  book  department,  was  in  town 
last   week    on    leave    from    Fort    McClellan,    Ala. 

IT.  SANFORD  KORN,  ex-member  of  the  20th- 
Fox  art  staff,  was  a  visitor  in  town  last  week 
while  on  his  way  from  a  Texas  air  field  to  an 
Air  Corps  base  in  Massachusetts. 

THEO  JUNG,  of  the  Loews'  construction  de- 
partment is  checking  repair  work  at  New  Haven, 
Meriden,  Hartford,  and  Bridgeport  Loew-Poli 
theaters. 

PHIL  DUNAS,  Columbia  Chicago  district  man- 
ager,  returns   from   a   Florida   vacation   today. 

OSCAR  HOMOLKA,  who  plays  the  role  of 
Litvinoff  in  Warners'  "Mission  to  Moscow," 
arrives  in  New  York  on  Wednesday  from  the 
Coast. 

OSCAR  BROOKS,  Warners  branch  manager  in 
Mexico,  has  arrived  in  New  York  for  home  office 
conferences. 

ROBER  BRUCKNER,  Jack  L.  Warner's  associ- 
ate producer  on  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  arrived 
in  New  York  Friday  from  the  Coast.  He  will 
spend  about  a  week  here  looking  over  plays 
which    are    on    the    studio's    producing    schedule. 

NANCY  HAMILTON  left  for  the  Coast  Satur- 
day. 

E.  P.  URSCHEL,  auditor  at  the  M-G-M  home 
office,  is  visiting  the  company'  exchange  in 
Seattle. 

LT.  MacDONALD  CAREY,  USMC,  and  MRS. 
CAREY,  the  former  BETTY  HECKSCHER,  arrived 
Saturday   from   Quantico,    Va. 

LT.  LEO  WEISS  is  in  town  on  a  short  leave 
after  finishing  his  OCS  training  at  State  College. 
LT.  Weiss  is  the  husband  ot  Grace  Rosenteldt, 
of  the  Hal   Roach  office. 

ANNABELLA  is   in   town   on   vacation. 


Use  ROTC  Officers 

As  Managerial  Aides 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  work  out,"  and  adding  that 
"while  they  may  not  have  the  show 
sense  expected,  they  are  'organized' 
and  have  natural  ability  for  directing 
patrons  and  the  new  type  of  ushers 
we  must  put  up  with." 

Rubens  pointed  out  that  in  situa- 
tions having  particularly  rough  ele- 
ments and  an  acute  shortage  of  help, 
the  idea  of  using  police  officers  (off 
duty)  on  peak  business  nights  has 
given  excellent  results,  especially  if 
the  right  type  of  man  is  selected. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


manager,     Keith's,     In- 


WILLIAM     MclLWAIN, 
dianapolis. 

CHARLES  MURPHY,   manager,  Strand,    Hartselle, 
Ala. 

ED  LEVIN,    National   Screen  Service,    Pittsburgh. 

JOSEPH  HARTMAN,  RKO  salesman,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

JAMES  CASSIN,   manager,   Maryland,  Chicago. 
E.  1.  ALLEN,  assistant,  Southtown,  Chicago. 
JAY    FRANK,    exploiteer,    20th-Fox,    Chicago 
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Okla.  Fights  Court's  OK  for  Theater  Giveaway 


Surprise  Decision  Holds 
Form  of  "Bank  Night"  No 
Violation  of  Lottery  Law 

Oklahoma  City  —  Surprise  court 
ruling  that  a  form  of  the  familiar 
theater  "Bank  Night"  did  not  violate 
Oklahoma's  lottery  law  is  under  at- 
tack hy  the  State  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's  office. 

Re-hearing  of  the  5-to-3  decision 
is  being  sought  in  a  petition  filed 
by  Assistant  Attorney  General  Fred 
Hansen. 

The  ruling  came  on  appeal  of  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  by  Charles  E. 
Draper,  Johnson  county  attorney, 
two  years  ago  to  enjoin  E.  D.  Lynch 
as  operator  of  two  theaters  in  Tis- 
homingo from  continuing  Thursday 
night  "awards"  of  $20. 

Attorney  General  Mac  Q.  Williamson  has 
consistently  placed  a  strict  interpretation  on 
the  lottery  statute,  but  it  was  the  first  time 
that  the  appellate  court  itself  had  tested  it 
against    such    theater    award    schemes. 

The  court  held  that  one  of  the  three 
essential  elements  of  a  lottery  was  missing — 
payment  of  a  consideration.  With  that  the 
state  disagreed  and  asked  the  right  to  figh 
out  that  point  again.  The  other  two  ele- 
ments were  there,  the  court  noted — offering 
and  awarding  a  prize. 

"The  question  is,  did  the  participants  pay 
something  of  value  for  the  chance  of  win- 
ning?", the  opinion  said.  "In  this  case 
anyone  could  participate  whether  he  bought  a 
ticket    to    the   theater   or    not." 

The  plan  permitted  participants  to  regis- 
ter without  charge  and  required  they  appear 
at  the  time  the  money  was  given  to  be 
eligible    to    receive    it. 


$193,935  for  R.  C.  Fund 
Via  Loew's  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dianapolis,  $3,923;  Pittsburgh,  $3,- 
861;  Palace,  Washington,  $3,417; 
Century,  Baltimore,  $3,143;  State, 
Boston,  $3,125;  State  St.  Louis,  $3,- 
031;   State,  Cleveland,  $2,968. 

In  Greater  New  York,  the  Capitol 
led  with  $4,395.  Other  leaders  were: 
State,  $3,175;  Kings,  $2,610;  Astor, 
$2,545;  Paradise,  $2,530;  Valencia, 
$2,521;  Metropolitan,  $2,281;  Jersey 
City,  $2,127;  Newark,  $2,079;  New 
Rochelle,  $1,956;  Triboro,  $1,934; 
Yonkers,  $1,908. 


New  Feature  Syndicate 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  —  Artists  and 
Writers  Feature  Syndicate,  Inc.,  has 
been  incorporated  here  by  Harry  J. 
Tuthill,  well  known  cartoonist;  Irene 
M.  Morrison,  Harold  J.  Tuthill. 


Stnull  Theater  Sends 
18  M en  Into  Service 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew's  Watertown 
Square  Theater  in  Watertown,  a 
division  of  Greater  Boston,  lays 
claim  to  having  a  greater  percentage 
of  men  in  service  than  any  other 
theater  in  America.  Small  house, 
managed  by  John  McConville,  brother 
of  Joseph  McConville  of  Columbia 
Pictures,  has  18  men  now  in  the 
armed    service. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

LT.  NAT  GOLDSTAFF,  JR.,  USA,  son  of  the 
operator  of   the   Craystone,   Detroit. 

LT.  HERBERT  SHOALS,  USMC,  formerly  manager 
16  mm.  dept.,  Henri  Elman. 

LT.  MacDONALD  CAREY,  USMC,  Paramount 
actor. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

PFC  BILL  KUMINS,  formerly  Warner  booker, 
New  Haven,   to  corporal,  at  Camp  Folk,   La. 

MAJ.  JOCK  LAWRENCE,  USA,  to  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

CAFT.  LEONARD  SPIGELCASS,  USA,  former 
Hollywood  writer,  to  major. 

*  AR*MY  * 

HOWARD     D.     McBRIDE,     manager,     Granada, 

Spokane,  Wash. 
KURT   WOLFE,    secretary,    Chicago,    Chicago. 


Ohio  ITO  'War  Convention 
bet  tor  Columbus  May  1 1-12 


Columbus,  O. — Board  of  directors 
of  the  ITO  of  Ohio  has  set  May 
11-12  for  its  "war  convention"  at 
the  Deshler-Wallick  Hotel  in  Colum- 
bus. P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
ITO,  in  urging  attendance  at  the 
meeting,  said  that  "at  no  time  in 
the  history  of  the  motion  picture 
business  has  it  been  confronted 
with  more  perplexing  problems." 
Every  exhibitor  in  Ohio,  he  added, 
should  be  on  hand  to  "learn  first 
hand  some  of  the  things  which  all 
of  us  face  in  the  operation  of  our 
business." 


243  Press  Correspondents 
Now  Cover  Coast  Studios 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  \DAILY 
Los  Angeles — -Two  hundred  forty- 
three  American  and  Canadian  news- 
paper and  magazine  correspondents 
are  on  the  approved  list  issued  by 
the  Credentials  Committee  of  the 
Studio  Publicity  Directors  Bureau  of 
the  Association  of  Motion  Picture 
Producers.  Nine  others  have  cre- 
dentials as  radio  writers  or  com- 
mentators and  additional  19  carry 
photographer  cards  from  newspa- 
per, magazines  and  pictorial  ser- 
vices. 


Elimination  of  3-B 
Announced  by  McNutt 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Paul  V.  McNutt, 
chief  of  the  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission, announced  this  morning  the 
complete  elimination  of  Selective 
Service  classification  3-B,  as  out- 
lined in  The  Film  Daily  on  Friday, 
with  immediate  re-classification  of 
all  registrants  in  that  class  to  be 
undertaken  by  local  draft  boards. 


WILLIAM  GILLIN,  accounting  dept.,  Warner 
theaters,    New   Haven. 

DANIEL  MCCARTHY,  RKO  salesman,  Grand 
Rapid,   Mich. 

JOSEPH  R.  DAVIS,  staff  Showmen's  Trade  Re- 
view. 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

THOMAS  ANAS,  manager,  Anas  and  State, 
Weirton,    W.   Va. 


*  WAVES  * 


EDYTHE     COCHRANE,     Bell     &     Howell     office, 

Chicago. 
BETTY    GLIXON,    Warner   circuit,    Chicago. 
LA   VAUGHN    SPEER,    Para,    studio   hair   dresser. 


*  SPARS  * 


ANN    NARRACCI,    shorts    booker,    Gibraltar   cir- 
cuit,   Denver. 


Netco  Loses  Clearance 
By  Appeal  Board  Ruling 

Netco  Theaters  Corp.  has  been 
denied  the  continuance  of  the  14-day 
clearance  held  by  its  Broadway  and 
Ritz  Theaters,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  over 
the  Beacon  Theater,  Beacon,  N.  Y. 
The  appeal  board  has  ruled  that  the 
clearance  between  the  Newburgh 
houses  and  the  Beacon  should  be  one 
day,  although  the  arbitrator  original- 
ly had  eliminated  all  clearance. 

The  appeal  board  held  that  because 
Beacon  was  across  the  Hudson  River 
from  Newburgh  and  the  only  direct 
link  between  the  towns  was  by  ferry 
boat,  there  was  not  enough  compe- 
tition between  the  two  to  warrant 
14  days'  clearance,  even  though  New- 
burgh was  the  important  shopping 
center  for  Beacon  residents. 


Four  of  Capone-Nitti  Mob 
Freed  in  $100,000  Bonds 


Chicago — Frank  Ricca,  Louis  Cam- 
pagna,  Ralph  Pierce  and  Charles 
Gioe,  members  of  the  Capone-Nitti 
mob  indicted  recently  by  a  Federal 
Grand  Jury  in  New  York  for  al- 
leged film  industry  racketeering, 
are  at  liberty  under  $100,000  bail 
for  extradition  hearing  before  U.  S. 
Commissioner  Edwin  Walker  here 
on   Wednesday. 

Francis  Maritote,  another  defen- 
dant, remains  in  custody,  unable  to 
supply  the  $100,000  bail,  doubled  by 
the  Commissioner  from  the  $50,000 
originally  fixed. 

Gumpers  Buy  Two  More 

Denver — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herb  Gum- 
per,  owners  of  the  Fawn,  Center, 
have  bought  both  theaters  at  San 
Luis.  The  El  Plaza  was  taken  over 
from  Chic  Kelloff  and  the  San  Luis 
from  D.  Salazar. 


"Hangmen"  to  Open  Thursday 

Arnold  Pressburger's  "Hangmen 
Also  Die"  opens  at  the  Capitol  on 
Thursday. 


Spitz  and  Skirball 
To  Make  "Duffy's 


I 


H, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

picture,  with  Jack  Moss  listed  as 
producer. 

Star  of  "Duffy's  Tavern"  will  be 
Ed  Gardner,  who  is  Archie,  manager 
of  Duffy's  in  the  air  show.  Shirley 
Booth,  who  portrays  Miss  Duffy  on 
the  radio,  will  play  the  same  char- 
acter in  the  screen  production 

Spitz  and  Skirball  previously  an- 
nounced that  Fred  Allen  will  star  in 
their    initial   production. 

Einfeld  to  Washington 
For  a  Week  on  Business 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

spend  at  least  a  week  on  business 
He  returns  to  New  York  in  time 
for  the  world  premiere  of  "Mission 
to  Moscow"  at  the  Hollywood  on 
April   21. 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Harry  M.  Warner, 
president  of  Warner  Bros.,  and 
Chares  Einfeld  are  due  here  this 
week  for  conferences  on  special 
plans  relating  to  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow." Warner  is  coming  from  the 
Coast. 


Whelan  Says  Hollywood 
Is  Winning  War  on  Waste 

Hollywood  is  overcoming  the 
pioblems  of  production  created  by 
the  war  by  eliminating  waste  and 
utilizing  materials  on  hand,  accord 
ing  to  Tim  Whelan,  RKO  producer- 
director,  who  has  been  on  a  talent- 
search  in  New  York.  Whelan  left 
yesterday  for  Hollywod  to  prepare 
the  production  of  "Higher  and 
Higher,"  which  starts  June  15. 

Whelan  said  the  art  directors  and 
set  directors  were  doing  a  "mar- 
velous job"  in  reconstructing  sets  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  $5,000 
limit  on  new  sets.  By  clever  manip- 
ulation, an  old  set  often  is  made  to 
look  new  by  rearranging  doors  and 
windows  and  making  a  few  archi- 
tectural changes.  Fewer  "takes" 
are  made  in  order  to  conserve  raw 
stock  and  only  one  "take"  is  printed. 
Whereas  a  picture  formerly  used  to 
be  shot  in  175,000  feet,  it  is  now 
shot  in  90,000  feet,  Whelan  said. 

Casting  is  the  biggest  problem  in 
Hollywood  today,  Whelan  added. 
The  younger  men  have  gone  into 
the  services,  while  feminine  dancers 
have  gone  into  the  war  plants.  But 
despite  all  the  headaches,  Whelan 
said  he  didn't  believe  the  quality  or 
the  quantity  of  future  pictures 
would  be  affected. 

"Higher  and  Higher"  will  fea- 
ture Frank  Sinatra,  Michele  Morgan, 
George  Murphy  and  Joan  Davis.  It 
is  based  on  the  Rodgers  and  Hart 
stage  musical. 
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MONTEZ!-  more  exciting  man  ever  be- 
fore!... as  Tania— Temptress  or  the  Tropics! 


1 


€ 


The  pagan  LOVE!... 

savage  excitements !... dangers  untamed!.. 

or  a  forbidden  island  paradise! 


.1 


to  ^8 


*► 


Tne  pagan  LOVE!... 

savage  excitements !... dangers  untamed!., 

or  a  rorbidden  island  paradise! 


rife**/*  L0* 

,        more  btect  ^ 


Alin^orlottS^       Ua     ^tW^w 


more 


•'V*  **"*», 


'  *         ^-* 


#k* 


SZ    .    TS 


MONTEZ 


** 


■m 


micoLOR 


If 


with 


ItQmt 


TURHAN  BEY-SIDNEY  TOLER 

THOMAS  GOMEZ  •  DON  TERRY 

PAUL  GUILFOYLE 

Screen  Play  by  Richard  Brooks  •  Original  Story  by  Peter  Milne 
Directed  by  ARTHUR  LUBIN    •    Produced  by  GEORGE  WAGGNER 
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Movers  in  102% 
rease  in  Year 
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the  market  in  advance  of  re- 
!    and    regulating    its    schedule 

-Hngly.  The  disclosure  was 
at  the  closing  session  of  a 
rray  meeting  of  distinct  manag- 
it  the  home  office, 
ie  survey  showed  that  the  length 
jns  had  doubled,  now  averaging 

to    four    weeks,    that    a    single 

today  grosses  more  than  two 
iree  pictures  used  to,  and  that 

number    of    Warner    playdates, 
h  were  formerly  considered  big 
0,000  to  12,000,  at  present  are 
ing  from  13,000  to  17,000,  with 
geant      York"      and      "Yankee 
lie    Dandy"   exceeding   that. 
The    survey    also    dealt    with 
turation  levels.    On  this  point 
llmenson     asserted     that    de- 
ite  the  present  all-time  high 

theater  attendance,  a  further 
er-all  increase  of  at  least  10 
ir  cent   was   easily   possible. 
■cording      to      Kalmenson,      the 
t  can  be  achieved  when  exhibi- 

at  large  become  fully  adjusted 
ie  extended  playtime  policy  and 

fuller  advantage  of  the  com- 
1  potentialities  of  topnotch 
net,  sustained  advertising  and 
Ie  spending  money  in   the  peo- 

pockets. 
almenson  told  the  district  man- 
s  that  the  company's  new  pol- 
Df  concentrating  on  top-bracket 
uctions  and  spacing  releases  in 
rdance  with  the  market's  ability 
ibsorb  them  had  brought  into 
g   a   new   economic    era   in   the 

industry, 
'or  years  we've  been  hearing  the 
bitor  cry  for  fewer  and  better 
ares,"  Kalmenson  said.  "Now 
e  giving  them  just  that.  We're  al- 
oending  small  fortunes  to  adver- 

these  pictures  nationally,  and 
bitors  all  down  the  line  are 
ing  the  benefits  of  this  adver- 
g.  That's  how  we  intend  to 
working  with  them  to  justify 
further  increase  maximum  play- 
time." 

ae  survey  was  prepared  by  Ed 
■hey,  head  of  the  playdate  de- 
ment; Stanley  Hatch,  in  charge 

ontract  and  sales  records,  and 
k.  Doherty,  head  of  the  audit- 
department,    with    the    help    of 


tors  Seen  Toting 
Helps  In  Total  War 

In  a  letter  received  by  WPB's 
lonroe  Greenfhal,  film  studios  are 
smmended  by  ODT's  Paul  H.  Bolton 
>r  their  aid  in  making  the  "I'll  Carry 
line"  campaign  successful.  Green- 
lal  arranged  for  the  studios  to  sup- 
y  photos  of  stars  carrying  their 
topping  bags,  bundles,  etc.,  and  the 
ctures  received  national  circula- 
on  in  the  press  and  mags.  Example 
;t  by  the  stars  apparently  had  wide- 
;read  effect  upon  the  public. 


HCLLyWCCD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

GLORIA  WARREN,  RKO  Radio. 

BRENDA    MARSHALL,    20th-Fox. 

PETER  GODFREY,  London  stage  director,  War- 
ners. 

NILS  ASTHER,   by   Paramount. 

WILLIAM   INMAN,  by  Paramount. 

PROF.  WILLIAM  R.  ANDERSON,  dialog  director, 
Columbia. 

ALFRED  SANTELL,  to  direct  "The  Life  of 
Jack  London"  for  Samuel  Bronsron,  UA  re- 
lease. 

HENRY  HULL,  Republic,  for  untitled  mystery 
drama. 

HERMANN  RAUSCHNINC,  Para.,  technical  ad- 
viser on   "Hitler's   Gang." 

EDWARD  ELISEU,  JR.,  JAY  COOPER,  HENRY 
MEYERS,  Columbia,  for  book  and  lyrics  of 
"Hey,    Rookie." 

LYNN  WINTHROP  (Ruth  Brennan),  actress,  Sam 
Goldwyn. 

GRACE    FISCHER,    publicist,   Harry  Sherman. 

POLA  NEGRI,  Andrew  tone  Frod.,  for  "Hi 
Diddle    Diddle." 

JEAN   PORTER,   Metro,   termer. 

IRVING  CUMMINGS,  20th-Fox. 


ASSIGNMENTS 


IRVING    CUMMINGS,    director,    "One    Destiny," 

20th-Fox. 
RICHARD      THORPE,      director,      "Cry      Havoc," 

Metro. 
ERSKINE  CALDWELL,  script  of  "Torpedo  Squad- 
ron   Eight,"    20th-Fox. 
WILLIAM    A.     SEITER,     director    "Cover    Girl," 

Columbia. 
JACK    BOYLE,   dance   director   "Melody    Parade," 

Monogram. 
WILLIAM    CLEMENS,    director    "The    Falcon    in 

Danger,"    RKO. 
JULIUS  and   PHILIP   EPSTEIN,   script  of   "Pillars 

of    Society." 
GUY   ENDORE,    IRMAGARED  VON   CUBE,   FRAN- 
CES    HYLAND,     script     of     "Berlin     Fapers 

Please  Copy,"   Republic. 
FRANK    TUTTLE,     director,     "The    Hour    Before 

Dawn,"    Para. 
FELIX    FEIST,    director,    "Birthday,"    Universal. 
ALEXANDER     STERN,     producer,     "Waterfront," 

PRC. 
FREDERICK    JACKSON,    co-producer,    "Hi    Diddle 

Diddle,"    Andrew   Stone    Prod. 
WILLIAM   WELLMAN,  20th-Fox,   to  direct  Harry 

Sherman's    "Buffalo    Bill." 


CASTINGS 

ANN  SOTHERN,  MERLE  OBERON,  FAY 
BAINTER,  "Cry  Havoc,"  Metro;  BOB  HOPE, 
BINC  CROSBY,  "Road  to  Utopia,"  Para.; 
,-RANK  MORGAN,  FAY  BAINTER  "Some 
Portion  of  Paradise,"  Metro;  LLOYD  NOLAN, 
VICTOR  McLAGLEN,  "Guadalcanal  Diary,"  20th- 
Fox;  PHIL  BAKER,  "The  Girls  He  Left  Behind," 
20th-Fox;  HENRY  STEPHENSON,  "The  Hour  Be- 
fore Dawn,"  Para.;  BRENDA  MARSHALL,  "Some 
Portion  of  Paradise,"  Metro;  NEAL  REACAN, 
"Right  Guy,"  Columbia;  THURSTON  HALL,  "Ani- 
mal Kingdom,"  Warners;  JERRY  COOPER,  "Melody 
Parade,"  Mono.:  CLAIRE  TREVOR,  BARRY  SUL- 
LIVAN,   JOAN    MORTIMER,    "Marseilles,"    Para- 


mount; HILLARY  BROOKE,  MILBURN  STONE, 
"Sherlock  Holmes  Faces  Death,"  Universal; 
BACLANOVA,  "Claudia,"  20rh-Fox;  HATTIE 
McDANIEL,  "McLeod's  Folly,"  UA-Cagney; 
JIMMY  ELLISON,  "The  Cirl  He  Left  Behind," 
20th-Fox;  SUSANNA  FOSTER,  "Birthday,"  Uni- 
versal; WILLIAM  HENRY,  "McLeod's  Folly," 
UA-Cagney;  JINX  FALKENBURG,  "Cover  Cirl," 
Columbia;  ANDREWS  SISTERS,  "Meet  the  Cirl 
Friend"  and  "Second  Honeymoon,"  Universal; 
OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND,  "The  Government  Girl," 
RKO;  JEAN  BROOKS,  "The  Falcon  in  Danger," 
RKO;  FRANK  FENTON,  MARION  COLBY,  PATTI 
McCARTY,  "Isle  of  Forgotten  Sins,"  PRC;  MAR- 
GUERITE CHAPMAN,  "Without  Notice,"  Colum- 
bia; PETER  LORRE,  "A  Thousand  Shall  Fall," 
Metro;  JOHN  ABBOTT,  "Saratoga  Trunk,"  War- 
ners; ROBERT  WALKER,  "See  Here,  Private 
Hargrove,"  Metro;  MARCO,  "The  Mad  Brood 
of  Japan,"  RKO;  NAN  WYNN,  "Right  Guy," 
Columbia;  FRANCIS  LEDERER,  "Strange  Music," 
PRC;  EDDIE  QUILLAN,  ARMIDA,  ANSON  WEEKS 
ORK,  "Melody  Parade,"  Monogram;  ISOBEL 
ELSOM,    "Without    Notice,"    Columbia. 

LOANED 

RUTH    HUSSEY,    by    Metro    to    Para,    for    "The 

Uninvited." 
GLADYS    COOPER,    by    Metro    to    20th-Fox    f»r 

"The    Song   of    Bernadette." 
ROBERT    YOUNG,    by    Metro    to    20th-Fox,    for 

"Claudia." 
CLAIRE    TREVOR,    by    Columbia,    to    Para,    for 

"Marseilles." 
OLIVIA    DE    HAVILLAND,    by    Warners    to    RKO 

for    "Government    Cirl." 
• 

STORY  PURCHASES 

KATHRYN    FORBES'    "Mamma's    Bank   Account," 
by  RKO. 

HENRY   BELLAMANN'S   "Victoria   Grandolet"   by 
Paramount. 

MAURICE    DEKOBRA-LEYLA   GEORCIE'S    "Mar- 
seilles,"   by    Para. 

JAMES    R.    YOUNG'S    "Behind    the    Rising   Sun," 
by    RKO. 

FREDERICK   C.   DAVIS'   "Meet  the   Executioner," 
by  Jack  Schwartz  (PRO. 

LOU    BERNARD'S   "Ex-Racketeer,"    by   PRC. 
• 

REOPTIONED 

CRAIG  WOODS,  Columbia. 
TOM   NEAL,  Columbia. 


TITLE  SWITCHES 

From  "I  Should  Have  Ate  th  Eclair"  to  "They 
Can't  Cet  Away  With  It"  (PRO. 

From  "Unknown  Patrol"  to  "The  Man  from 
Washington"    (PRO. 

From  "Ghosts  in  the  Night"  to  "Ghosts  on  the 
Loose,"   Monogram. 


DEALS  ON  THE  FIRE 

Columbia    with    AL    JOLSON    for   rights    to    his 

biog. 
Metro  with   IREN   AGAY,   Hungarian  star. 
Paramount  with    DAVID  O.    SELZNICK   for  Joan 

Fontaine. 


the  company's   research   and   statis- 
tical staffs. 

Einfeld,   Conference    Speaker 

Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  was  another 
principal  speaker  at  the  closing  ses- 
sion  of  the   conference. 

Besides  Kalmenson  other  home- 
office  executives  present  included 
Arthur  Sachson,  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Samuel  Schneider,  Norman  H.  Mo- 
ray, Roy  Haines,  Jules  Lapidus,  A. 
W.  Schwalberg,  Howard  Levinson, 
Hinchey,  Harry  Goldberg,  Mike 
Dolid. 

On  hand  from  the  field  were  the 
following  district  managers:  Wolfe 
Cohen,  Henry  Herbel,  Ralph  L.  Mc- 
Coy, Hall  Walsh,  William  S.  Shar- 
tin,  Charles  Rich,  Robert  Smeltzer, 
Norman  Ayres,  Harry  A.  Seed. 


William  Fox  Expects 
To  Be  Paroled  May  3 

William  Fox,  now  serving  a  Fed- 
eral prison  sentence,  is  expected  to 
be  paroled  on  May  3,  his  attorney, 
Emil  K.  Ellis,  disclosed  on  Friday 
in  New  York  Supreme  Court  when 
he  requested  Justice  Charles  B.  Mc- 
Laughlin to  adjourn  a  case  in  which 
the  former  film  magnate  is  a  mate- 
rial witness.  The  case  involves  two 
non-picture  corporations  with  which 
Fox  is  associated.  The  plaintiffs  in 
the  action  are  three  attorneys  who 
are  suing  for  $18,000  for  services 
rendered.  Fox  was  sentenced  to  a 
year  and  a  day  when  he  pleaded 
guilty  to  an  indictment  alleging 
conspiracy  to  bribe  a  Federal  judge. 


N.  Y.  Jury  Probing 
Chicago  Racketeering 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

News,  the  present  phase  of  the  in- 
vestigation will  reveal  how  Capone- 
Nitti  mob  while  it  controlled  the 
IATSE  "pried  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  out  of  the  owners  of 
movie  theaters  in  Chicago,  in  return 
for  which  they  betrayed  the  wage 
demands  of  the  union  movie  opera- 
tors, thereby  turning  a  profitable 
deal  for  the  theater  owners,  the 
gangsters,  and  such  politicians  as 
were   involved." 

It  is  repoited  that  the  names  of 
both  a  Republican  politician,  since 
deceased,  and  a  Democratic  politician 
in  Chicago  figure  in  the  present 
probe. 


War  Dept.  Holds  Industry 
Deferments  to  be  "Loans" 


W est    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  <DAILY 

Hollywood — That  since  its  start  of 
the  draft  occupational  deferments 
have  been  considered  by  the  War 
Department  as  "loans"  to  the  indus- 
try, with  those  deferments  subject 
to  service  call  at  any  time,  was  the 
information  given  labor  relations 
representatives  of  the  studios  by  Lt. 
Cols.  Ben  Howell  and  Howard  P. 
Witten  of  the  Selective  Service  Bu- 
reau. 

They  also  stressed  the  fact  that 
training  period  for  replacements  to- 
day cannot  be  the  same  as  in  peace- 
time, and  that  reasonable  replace- 
ments must  be  accepted  under  war 
time  conditions. 


"Human  Comedy"  Big  in  Capital 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Opening  only  a 
shade  under  "Random  Harvest," 
Saroyan's  "The  Human  Comedy"  en- 
joyed a  Thursday  and  Friday  close 
to  the  top  in  the  history  of  Loew's 
Palace.  Lines  half  a  block  along  F 
Street  have  been  nearly  continuous 
since  the  film  opened  last  Thursday. 

J.  T.  Birocco  Recovering 

Emlenton,  Pa. — J.  T.  Birocco,  op- 
erating the  Emlen  Theater  here,  who 
underwent  a  serious  operation  at  the 
Oil  City  Hospital,  is  recovering. 


River  Taxi  Service 
To  Chicago  Theaters 

Chicago — River  taxi  service  may 
help  solve  part  of  the  Loop  trans- 
portation problem  and  help  bring 
people  to  that  district's  theaters. 
Despite  various  kinds  of  shortages 
now  existing,  the  City  Council  com- 
mittee has  approved  plan  for  ths 
river  taxis,  but  okay  of  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard  must  be  forthcoming 
before  service  can  begin.  ODT  has 
informed  operators  of  buses,  used 
to  transport  sight-seers  and  enter- 
tainment-seeking groups,  that  ban 
will  be  enforced,  commencing  next 
Monday. 


10 


TOl 


DAILY 


Monday,  April  12,  19' 


:<  :<  Reviews  Of  TH€  new  flLfns  .v  . 


"Chatterbox" 

with    Joe    E.    Brown,   Judy    Canova 
Republic  76  Mins. 

NAMES  OF  BROWN  AND  CANOVA 
PROVE  TREMENDOUS  HELP  TO  THIS 
FILM,  WHICH  IS  FAIR  COMEDY  ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 

The  names  of  Joe  E.  Brown  and  Judy 
Canova  should  be  the  salvation  of  "Chat- 
terbox," a  slight  comedy  which  has  to  strive 
pretty  hard  to  put  over  its  laughs,  which 
are  not  in  abundance.  Since  the  two 
comics  possess  a  sizeable  following,  the 
exhibitor  will  not  be  taking  any  appreciable 
risk  in  playing  the  film,  on  which  Albert 
J.  Cohen  served   as  associate  producer. 

The  film  depends  for  most  of  its  fun 
on  two  or  three  stock  situations  that  have 
been  excellently  developed  and  milked  for 
all  their  worth.  The  sequence  where 
Brown,  a  radio  cowboy  who  is  having  a 
tough  time  trying  to  duplicate  his  ether 
success  in  films,  poses  as  his  mother  to 
fool  Miss  Canova,  who  has  been  induced  to 
appear  in  pictures  with  him  as  result  of  a 
teary  story  about  an  old  parent,  is  the 
best  of  the  lot. 

John  Hubbard,  as  Brown's  director,  has 
the  job  of  making  a  success  of  the  fellow 
in  pictures.  His  first  step  is  to  cast  Miss 
Canova  opposite  him.  The  two  are  so  ter- 
rible that  Hubbard  sees  a  chance  of  as- 
suring the  success  of  the  film  by  turning  it 
into  a  comedy.  His  next  step  is  to  make 
a  public  hero  of  Brown  for  publicity  pur- 
poses. This  he  hopes  to  do  by  staging  a 
phony  rescue  scene  in  which  Brown  will  be 
the  hero  and  Miss  Canova  the  damsel  in 
distress.  The  scene  of  the  "rescue"  is 
supposed  to  be  a  mountain  peak  adjacent  to 
another  being  dynamited  for  a  highway. 
By  error  Miss  Canova  and  Brown  find  them- 
selves in  a  cabin  atop  the  wrong  peak. 
Brown  really  has  to  rescue  Miss  Canova. 

Joseph  Santley's  direction  is  marked  by 
liveliness.  The  screenplay  is  the  creation 
of  George  Carleton  Brown  and  Frank  Gill, 
Jr. 

Miss  Canova  is  given  ample  opportunity 
to  sing.  She  and  Brown  get  their  main 
support  from  Gus  Schilling,  Rosemary 
Lane,  Chester  Clute  and  Anne  Jeffreys, 
besides  Hubbard.  The  Mills  Brothers  ap- 
pear in  one  sequence. 

CAST:  Joe  E.  Brown,  Judy  Canova,  Rose- 
mary Lane,  John  Hubbard,  Gus  Schilling, 
Chester  Clute,  Anne  Jeffreys,  Emmeft  Vo- 
gan,  George  Byron,  Billy  Bletcher,  Mills 
Brothers,  Spade  Cooky  and  His  Boys. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Albert  J. 
Cohen;  Director,  Joseph  Santley;  Screen- 
play, George  Carleton  Brown,  Frank  Gill, 
Jr.;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Film  Editor, 
Ernest  Nims;  Art  Director,  Russell  Kimball; 
Musical  Director,  Walter  Scharf;  Songs, 
Harry  Akst,  Sol  Meyer;  Special  Effects, 
Howard    Lydecker. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,  Good. 


Reopen  Gaylord  Theater 

Gaylord,  Mich.— The  Gaylord  The- 
ater which  has  been  closed  for  some 
time  has  been  reopened  three  nights 
a  week.  The  manager  is  Walter 
Noa. 


Robert  H.  Meek  Dead 

East  Orange,  N.  J. — Death  haB 
claimed  Robert  H.  Meek,  former  film 
character  actor. 


"Cheyenne  Roundup" 

with  Johnny  Mack  Brown 
Universal  56  Mins. 

BROWN  ESSAYS  DOUBLE-FEATURE 
ROLE  IN  ACTIONFUL  WESTERN  IN 
WHICH  SONGS  HELP  A  BIT. 

You  know  the  yarn  about  the  hero  who 
subs  for  one  of  the  villains  whom  he  looks 
like  so  that  he  can  get  the  dope  on  the 
trouble-makers.  Well,  here  it  is  again.  In 
this  case,  however,  the  trick  is  accom- 
plished with  more  plausibility  because  the 
impersonator    and    impersonated    are    twins. 

The  double-barrelled  role  is  played  by 
Johnny  Mack  Brown.  The  bad  twin  is  a 
member  of  a  gang  that  is  robbing  the 
citizens  with  impunity.  On  the  scene  one 
day  appears  the  good  twin  to  find  out 
what's  what  with  the  brother  he  hasn't 
seen  for  a  long  time.  The  bad  twin  loses 
no  time  getting  himself  bumped  off.  Since 
his  demise  is  very  much  of  a  secret  the 
good  twin  is  able  to  jump  into  his  boots 
and  pass  himself  off  as  his  villainous 
brother.  The  gang  doesn't  get  wise  to  him 
until  it  is  too  late.  By  that  time  our  hero 
has  all  the  evidence  he  needs  to  blast  the 
gang.  Of  course,  he  has  to  risk  the  ven- 
geance of  the  outlaws,  who  maneuver  him 
into  some  tough  spots  out  of  which  he 
eases  himself  with  little  damage  to  himself. 
Tex  Ritter  and  Fuzzy  Knight  deserve  credit 
for  helping  him  do  his  job. 

The  film  moves  swiftly  and  excitingly 
under  the  direction  of  Ray  Taylor.  The 
screenplay  was  concocted  by  Elmer  Clifton 
and  Bernard  McConville  from  a  yarn  by  the 
former. 

The  presence  of  the  Jimmy  Wakely  Trio, 
singing  combination  that  gives  out  with  a 
number  of  tunes,  adds  materially  to  the 
entertainment   value   of   the   film. 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Tex  Ritter, 
Fuzzy  Knight,  Jennifer  Holt,  Harry  Woods, 
Roy  Barcroft,  Robert  Barron,  Budd  Buster, 
Gil  Patric,  Jimmy  Wakely  Trio. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Oliver 
Drake;  Director,  Ray  Taylor;  Screenplay, 
Elmer  Clifton,  Bernard  McConville;  Based 
on  story  by  Elmer  Clifton;  Cameraman, 
William  Sickner;  Art  Director,  Jack  Otter- 
son;  Musical  Director,  H.  J.  Salter;  Film 
Editor,  Otto  Ludwig;  Songs,  Oliver  Drake, 
Milton  Rosen,  Jimmy  Wakely. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


9  P.M.  Curfew  Invoked 
In  Fight  on  Delinquency 


Cleveland — A  long  forgotten  9  p.m. 
curfew  ordinance  against  children 
under  16  years  of  age  has  been  in- 
voked by  Safety  Director  Frank  D. 
Celebrezze  in  an  effort  to  check  the 
alarming  growth  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency. 

The  safety  director  states  that  be 
expects  to  extend  the  curfew  hour 
"until  dark"  with  the  approach  of 
Summer  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
children's  attendance  at  evening 
movies. 


Baur,  French  Star,  Dead 

Death  in  Paris  of  Harry  Baur, 
noted  French  actor  who  was  re- 
garded the  leading  French  screen 
star,  was  reported  late  last  week  in 
a  Vichy  radio  broadcast  recorded  by 
the  FCC. 


"The  Leather  Burners" 

with  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde 
UA  58  Mins. 

SOCK  FINISH  PACKED  WITH  EXCITE- 
MENT SHOULD  SET  THIS  WESTERN 
SOLID  WITH  THE  KIDS. 

"The  Leather  Burners,"  Harry  Sherman's 
latest  addition  to  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  list, 
has  a  real  treat  at  the  end — the  sight  of 
head  after  head  of  cattle  in  a  mad  stampede. 
These  days  that  is  a  hearty  sight.  It  may 
not  be  so  good  as  a  steak  in  the  hand,  but 
it's  the  next  best  thing  to  it. 

That  stampede  and  the  scenes  directly 
leading  up  to  it  are  what  put  the  film 
over.  Up  to  then  the  action  is  pretty  com- 
monplace stuff  in  a  story  about  rustlers. 
What  is  unique  about  this  particular  stam- 
pede is  that  it  occurs  in  a  gold  mine  where 
the  cattle  are  hidden  by  the  rustlers.  The 
kids  will  find  the  sequence  a  pretty  thrill- 
ing affair.  No  punches  have  been  pulled 
to  make  it  exciting.  It  is  worth  waiting 
for. 

It's  in  the  mine  shaft  that  William  Boyd, 
our  dependable  Hopalong,  really  comes  to 
grips  with  the  villains,  who  are  headed  by 
Victor  Jory  and  George  Givot.  To  get 
the  lowdown  on  the  rustlers  Boyd  accepts 
a  job  from  Jory,  whom  he  suspects  of 
having  something  to  do  with  the  dirty 
work.  His  guess  turns  out  to  be  correct. 
The  plot  puts  our  hero  in  a  couple  of 
awfully  tight  spots,  but  the  fellow  comes 
through  with  his  skin  whole  with  the  as- 
sistance of  a  young  admirer,  Bobby  Larson. 

Boyd  is  again  the  picture  of  self-assur- 
ance. Once  more  Andy  Clyde  is  at  his  side 
to  deal  out  a  laugh  or  a  blow  in  support 
of  our  hero.  Jory  and  Givot  make  sinister 
villains.  It  is  surprising  to  find  Givot  in 
a  role  like  the  one  he  has  in  "The  Leather 
Burners."  Odd  casting  for  a  comedian,  to 
say  the  least.  Jay  Kirby  also  figures  prom- 
inently in  the  action. 

Director  Joseph  E.  Henabery  keeps  things 
moving  along  fast.  Lewis  J.  Rachmil  is 
down  as  associate  producer.  The  screen- 
play, by  Jo  Pagano,  is  based  on  a  yarn  by 
Bliss  Lomax. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Jay 
Kirby,  Victor  Jory,  George  Givot,  Shelley 
Spencer,  Bobb  Larson,  George  Reeves,  Hal 
Taliaferro,  Forbes  Murray. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Lewis  J.  Rachmil;  Screen- 
play, Jo  Pagano;  Story,  Bliss  Lomax;  Based 
on  characters  created  by  Clarence  E.  Mul- 
ford;  Cameraman,  Russell  Harlan;  Musical 
Score,  Samuel  Kaylin;  Musical  Director, 
Irvin  Talbot;  Art  Director,  Ralph  Berger; 
Film  Editor,  Carrol  Lewis. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


"The  More  the  Merrier' 
Clicks  at  Trade  Shows 


Columbia's  "The  More  the  Mer- 
rier" has  been  previewed  by  more 
than  a  thousand  circuit  operators, 
exhibitors  in  its  first  seven  trade 
screenings  with  showmen  rating  the 
George  Stevens  production  a  poten- 
tial top  money-maker,  the  home  of- 
fice reported  Friday.  Pic  already 
seen  in  Charlotte,  Cincinnati,  Bos- 
ton, Salt  Lake  City,  Detroit,  Okla- 
homa and  Indianapolis  is  slated  for 
Coast  to  Coast  trade  screenings. 


"Cowboy  in 
Manhattan" 

with  Frances  Langford,  Robert  Paige 
Universal  ?  '\ 

FAMILY  TRADE  SHOULD  BE  AlE' 
EXTRACT  PLENTY  OF  ENTERTAINME 
FROM  THIS  MUSICAL 

Here  is  another  of  those  pleasant  lil 
Universal  musicals  devised  to  entertain 
family  trade.  Snappy  and  gay,  with 
pretense  at  being  other  than  what  it 
"Cowboy  in  Manhattan"  should  prove  es 
daily  diverting  to  young  folks,  who  will 
act  joyously  to  the  combination  of  mu 
comedy  and  romantics. 

The  film  has  a  small  but  attractive  c, 
The  romance  is  taken  care  of  by  Fran 
Langford  and  Robert  Paige,  while  the  co 
edy  burden  has  been  assigned  to  Leon  E 
and  Walter  Catlett.  The  four  players  ro 
through  the  film  spiritedly,  making  one  f 
get  the  familiarity  of  the  story. 

Errol  and  Catlett  are  a  couple  of  Bro 
way  shyster  producers  having  a  tough  ti 
putting  on  a  show  with  money  obtaii 
from  a  group  of  wealthy  Texans  on  their  r 
resentation  of  the  attraction  as  a  boost 
Texas.  As  a  publicity  stunt  they  ind 
Paige,  an  aspiring  songwriter  from  Texas 
pose  as  a  cattle  baron  who  takes  over 
entire  house  for  the  opening  week  beca 
he  is  in  love  with  the  star  of  the  show,  N 
Langford.  Paige  takes  advantage  of  ( 
situation  to  compel  Errol  and  Catlett  to 
his  songs  in  the  show.  When  Miss  Langfi 
who  doesn't  take  long  to  fall  in  love  v 
Paige,  finds  out  the  truth,  she  does  a  ■ 
appearance  act.  This  causes  no  end 
commotion.  Paige  finally  locates  her,  c 
vinces  her  that  he  loves  her  and  rushes 
back  to  town  just  in  time  for  the  open 
It  turns  out  at  the  end  that  Paige  is  re 
rich  as  result  of  money  left  to  him  by 
uncle,  one  of  the  show's  angels. 

Frank  Woodruff's  direction  is  lively.  V 
ren  Wilson,  Maxwell  Shane  and  Will 
Thomas  have  packed  a  lot  of  popular  en 
tainment  into  their  screenplay,  which  st 
from  a  yarn  by  the  first-named.  Paul  K 
vern   is  down   as  associate   producer. 

CAST:  Frances  Langford,  Robert  ?i 
Leon  Errol,  Walter  Catlett,  Dorothy  Gran 
George  Cleveland,  Lorin  Raker,  Will  Wri 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Paul  r. 
vern;  Director,  Frank  Woodruff;  Screeni 
Warren  Wilson,  Maxwell  Shane,  Wil 
Thomas;  Based  on  story  by  Warren  Wil! 
Cameraman,  Elwood  Bredell;  Art  Direc 
John  Goodman;  Film  Editor,  Fred  Feitsh 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAF! 
Good. 


Plan  May  Pre-Release 
Dates  for  "Five  Graves" 


Cashing  in  on  the  current  milit 
operations  in  Tunisia,  Para.'s  "I 
Graves  to  Cairo"  will  be  pre-reles 
at  the  New  York  Paramount  an( 
several    additional    keys,    Neil 
new,  Paramount  sales  manager, 
nounced    Friday.      Negotiations 
under  way  with  Erich  von  Stroh 
for  a  series  of  p.a.'s  in  connec 
with  these  pre-release  engageme 
If  booking  plans  can  be  m 
the  picture  originally  scheduled 
release  July  4  will   be   pre-reles 
early  in  May. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  the  staff  of  field  exploita- 

men    who    arrive    at   the   home 

ce  today.     W.  A.  Scully,  general 

a-   manager,  will  address  one  of 

?ssions  tomorrow, 
•vseph  in  announcing  the  meet- 
s  said  Friday  that  pix  for  which 
npaigns  will  be  set  ai'e  "The 
xt  of  Kin";  Walter  Wanger's 
'e've  Never  Been  Licked";  How- 
1  Hawks'  "Corvettes  in  Action" 
i  the  Technicolor,  production 
hantom    of   the    Opera." 

.Special  appropriations  for  trade 
per,  newspaper  and  radio  adver- 
ing  are  planned  and  each  picture 
being  given  the  benefit  of  an  in- 
idual  budget. 

A.mong  field  men  called  in  are 
1  Blum,  Eddie  Bonns,  Lewis  Car- 

fl,   Milton   Crandall,   George   Fish- 

.n  and  Ben  Katz. 

Following    the    policy    established 

'  "The  Next  of  Kin,"  Joseph  said 
it  on   all   top   pictures   the   Home 

fice   Advertising   Department   will 

signate  a  co-ordinator  of  exploita- 
n  to  function  with  the  field  force. 


:nvy's  "Newsreel"  Fades; 
eld  Duping  OWI  Effort 

hington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Navy  has  aban- 
ned  its  "newsreel"  after  two  edi- 
ons,  an  action  that  was  exclu- 
i/ely  predicted  by  The  Film  Daily 
month  ago.  Although  those  con- 
rned  report  that  the  reaction  of 
e  fleet  to  the  project  was  "excel- 
nt,"  top  naval  officers  have  ap- 
.rently  decided  that  the  two-reel 
sue  amounted  largely  to  a  dupli- 
tion  of  the  OWI's  United  News- 
el. 

Just  as  is  the  case  with  the  OWI 

el   the   Navy   project  was    limited 

showing  outside   the   Continental 

nited  States,  and  was  limited  also 

naval  units.    It  was  planned  that 

nfidential  Navy   material  valuable 

r     training      purposes  —  combat 

enes,  shots  of  maneuvers,  etc. — be 

eluded,   but  the   first  two   editions 

the    two-reel    affair    apparently 

,sre  composed  so  largely  of  straight 

nvsreel  matter  that  top  naval  of- 

ials   turned   thumbs   down   on   the 

hole  project. 

Those  involved  in  the  actual  pro- 
iction  protested  the  use  of  the 
'rm  "newsreel,"  and  made  it  plain 
at  it  was  their  intention  to  go 
r  beyond  the  limits  of  a  newsreel, 
it  they  apparently  failed  to  turn 
it  a  product  sufficiently  different 
om  a  newsreel  on  their  first  two 
tempts.  They  insist  that  the  reel 
simply  "suspended,"  rather  than 
>andoned. 

The  two  editions  released,  both 
vo-reelers,  were  shipped  to  every 
•rner  of  the  globe — with  100  prints 
ade  of  each. 


reviews  of  neui  mms 


"Dead  Men  Walk" 

with  George  Zucco 
PRC  63  Mins. 

DEVOTEES  OF  HORROR  PICTURES 
SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  EKE  SOME  JOY 
OUT  OF  THIS  PRODUCTION. 

Those  who  relish  horror  for  its  own  sake 
may  find  enough  to  engage  their  attention 
in  "Dead  Men  Walk,"  a  frail  exhibit  of 
its  kind.  The  errie,  creepy  doings  in  this 
film,  which  was  produced  by  Sigmund  Neu- 
feld,  are  purely  out  of  the  imagination. 
The  picture  strives  mighty  hard  to  scare  the 
daylights  out  of  you  but  doesn't  succeed  to 
any  appreciable  extent  unless  you  happen 
to  be  one  with  a  terribly  weak  heart  or  an 
awfully  jittery  constitution. 

To  George  Zucco  falls  the  thankless  task 
of  playing  twin  brothers — one  a  ghost,  the 
other  a  noted  medico.  The  doctor  is  sus- 
pected of  having  brought  about  his  brother's 
ghostly  appearance  via  the  murder  route. 
His  objections  to  his  twin's  sinister  pre- 
occupation with  the  magic  arts  give  strength 
to  the  theory  .  The  wraith  is  made  to  walk 
the  earth  to  visit  revenge  upon  the  doc. 
It  works  up  to  it  by  killing  a  number 
of  innocent  individuals.  The  doctor  is 
blamed  for  the  murders.  Matters  come  to 
a  point  where  the  bedevilled  fellow  has 
to  kill  the  ghost  (fancy  trick,  that)  to  save 
the  lives  of  a  couple  of  others.  The  climax 
has  the  wraith  and  the  medico  coming  to 
grips.  The  doctor  loses  his  life,  but  not 
before  he  has  sent  the  ghost  back  to 
limbo.  Fantastic  is  hardly  the  word  for 
all  of  this. 

Zucco  does  the  best  he  can  with  the  un- 
enviable job  of  haunting  himself  in  his 
black-and-white  role.  Appearing  with  him 
are  Mary  Carlisle,  Nedrick  Young,  Dwight 
Frye,  Fern  Emmett  and  a  couple  of  others, 
all  of  whom  struggle  valiantly  through  the 
silly  mazes  of  the  yarn,  confected  by  Fred 
Myton.  Sam  Newfield's  direction  keeps 
the  screen  frothing  with  commotion.  The 
director  sustains  the  mood  of  the  story 
fairly   well. 

CAST:  George  Zucco,  Mary  Carlisle,  Ned- 
rick Young,  Dwight  Frye,  Fern  Emmett.  Rob- 
ert Strange,  Hal  Price,  Sam  Flint. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sigmund  Neufeld; 
D'rector,  Sam  Newfield;  Screenplay,  Fred 
Myton;  Cameraman,  Jack  Greenhalgh;  Film 
Editor,  Holbrook  N,  Todd;  Musical  Direc- 
tor, Leo  Erdody. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Okay. 


Finestone  to  Paramount 
As  Trade  Press  Contact 


Al  Finestone,  managing  editor  of 
Motion  Picture  Daily,  has  resigned 
to  join  Bob  Gillham's  staff  at  Para- 
mount. He  will  function  as  ti*ade 
press  contact  under  Al  Wilkie,  suc- 
ceeding Herb  Berg,  now  with  UA. 


Toe  Amstead  Recovers 

Worcester — After  a  long  absence 
from  his  theater  because  of  illness, 
Joe  Amstead  is  back  as  manager  of 
the  Elm  Street,  while  Ge'trude 
Tracy,  who  had  assumed  the  job,  is 
now  relieving  Edward  Fitzpatrick, 
Loew-Poli  manager  in  Waterbury. 
Fitzpatrick   is   on   a   short  vacation.. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Food   for   Fighters" 

WAC  9  mins. 

Excellent 

The  processing  of  food  for  war- 
time needs  is  the  subject  of  this 
fine  OWI  short,  which  carries  tre- 
mendous interest.  For  its  instruc- 
tional value  alone  the  film  is  worth 
showing  to  any  audience.  How  the 
Government  has  drawn  upon  the 
science  of  nutrition  to  supply  our 
fighting  men  with  grub  that  will 
inspire  them  to  their  best  effort  is 
shown  in  a  series  of  well  photo- 
graphed scenes.  Especially  inter- 
esting is  that  portion  of  the  film 
devoted  to  food  dehydration.  Some 
footage  is  devoted  also  to  the  fam- 
ous K  ration  used  by  our  armed 
forces. 

"Dumb  Hounded" 

(M-G-M   Cartoon) 

M-G-M  8  mins. 

Gales  of  Laughs 

Put  this  down  as  one  of  the  really 
belly-laugh-packed  subjects  of  the 
year.  In  it  is  introduced  Droopy,  an 
old  hound  of  exquisitely  dry  humor, 
whose  voice  is  patently  that  of  the 
character,  Wallace  Wimple,  of  the 
famed  Fibber  McGee  &  Molly  pro- 
gram. Droopy  hounds  down  a  killer 
who  has  escaped  from  prison,  and 
how  he  does  it  is  riotous.  A  "must" 
for  all  stands  exhibiting  tab  attrac- 
tions. 


"Blonde  and  Groom" 
Columbia  17  mins. 

Baby  Food 
It's  a  little  sad  to  see  Harry 
Langdon  wasting  his  time  on  this 
sort  of  thing.  A  grown-up  will  be 
pained  rather  than  amused  at  the 
comedian's  efforts  to  be  funny  in  a 
:  ehash  of  all  the  slapstick  tricks  in 
the  book.  Langdon  is  cast  as  an 
idiotic  air-raid  warden  who  gets  into 
trouble  with  his  wife  over  a  blonde 
whom  he  permits  to  stay  in  his 
home  overnight  as  a  favor  to  a  pal. 
The  wife  is  away  for  the  evening 
when  the  gal  drops  in.  Langdon 
goes  through  the  usual  folderol  in 
trying  to  prevent  his  wife  from 
thinking  the  worst.  Mark  this  down 
as  strictly  for  the  kids.  Hugh  Mc-' 
Collum  produced  and  Harry  Edwards 
directed. 


"Swing  That  Band" 

Universal  15  mins. 

So-So 

This  is  in  the  nature  of  a  vaude 
bill.  Four  Teens  Quartet  warbles 
'Penny  Arcade,"  Doreen  Sisters  do  a 
boogie-woogie  dance,  Gene  Williams 
;ings  "When  the  Lights  Go  On  All 
All  Over  the  World,"  Knight  Sisters 
execute  an  adagio  dance,  Helen 
Young  sings  "Daddy."  The  orches- 
tra is  Johnny  Long's. 
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Your  favorite  Western 
star  brings  you  new 
thrills  In  bis  latest  and 
best  musical  action  hit! 


It's  a 

REPUBLIC  PICTURE 
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$47,000,000  in  Taxes 
Paid  by  6  Distribs. 


Six  major  distributors  paid  a  to- 
tal of  more  than  $47,000,000  in  in- 
come taxes  for  1942,  while  the  ag- 
gregate net  profits  for  the  same  year 
were  $50,392,008.  The  same  six  com- 
panies paid  a  total  of  $13,725,358  in 
income  taxes  in  1941  during  which 
their  total  net  profits  amounted  to 
$34,963,129. 

The  figures  were  compiled  by  Ab- 
ram  F.  Myers,  Allied  general  coun- 
sel, in  a  current  bulletin  in  which 
he  contends  that  the  rentals  de- 
manded by  the  producers  and  dis- 
tributors have  been  and  are  "in  an 
inflationary  spiral."  Myers  asserts 
that  the  distributors  should  feel 
morally  obligated  not  to  push  up 
■rentals,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not 
affected  by  the  Emergency  Price 
Control  Bill  insofar  as  price  regula- 
tions are  concerned. 


theTo 
II 


New  Mo.  Tax  Proposal  May 
Hit  Out-State  Pix  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  State  Senate.  Apparently  the 
measure,  if  passed  in  its  present 
form,  would  cover  rentals  of  motion 
pictures  used  in  southern  Illinois, 
northern  Arkansas,  southern  Iowa, 
western  Kentucky  and  Kansas  if 
such  films  are  booked  by  the  St. 
Louis    and   Kansas    City   exchanges. 

The  Missouri  Supreme  Court  on 
several  occasions  has  ruled  that  the 
state,  under  existing  laws,  cannot 
collect  taxes  on  funds  derived  from 
outside   the   state. 

The  new  bill  would  also  cover 
dividends  paid  to  a  parent  holding 
company  by  its  subsidiaries.  Such 
dividends  are  exempt  under  the 
present  law.  A  Senate  committee 
which  has  held  hearings  on  the  bill 
has  taken  no  action  on  the  proposal 
as  yet. 


Tenn.  City  Okays  Sunday 
Pix  for  Maneuver  Period 


McMinnville,  Tenn. — Sunday  mov- 
ies will  be  permitted  in  the  three 
local  theaters  owned  by  Cumberland 
Amusement  Co.  following  an  agree- 
'ment  by  the  City  Council  to 
suspend  age-old  "blue  laws"  until 
the  end  of  the  maneuvers  period  on 
Oct.  15.  The  general  public,  as  well 
as  men  in  service,  may  see  the  first 
Sunday  movies  in  the  city's  history. 


STORKS 


Ellwood  City,  Pa. — A  seven-pound 
daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrew  Biordi,  of  the  Majestic  The- 
ater here. 


Detroit — There's  a  new  daughter 
in  the  family  of  Warren  A.  Slee, 
Metro  field  exploitation  man  head- 
quartering here.  Newcomer,  to  be 
named  Patricia  II,  weighed  in  at  six 
pounds  at  Grace  Hospital. 


TUNIS  EXPEDITION;  by  Col.  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck.  Random  House,  New  York. 
160  Pages.    Price,  $2. 

Here  is  the  day-by-day  story  of 
Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck's  North  Af- 
rican experience  out  of  which  came 
that  sizzling  film  record  of  the  early 
phases  of  our  desert  campaign,  "At 
the  Front."  The  book  reveals  in  in- 
timate detail  and  with  a  sharp  re- 
portorial  eye  the  manner  in  which 
Zanuck  and  the  Signal  Corps  cam- 
eramen who  worked  under  him  ob- 
tained the  footage  that  went  into 
the  making  of  the  film.  How  close 
was  the  connection  between  book 
and  film  is  disclosed  by  Zanuck  in  a 
forenote  when  he  says  that  the 
diary-like  tome  was  written  "for 
the  purpose  of  identifying  film  ex- 
posed in  action." 

Speaking  of  action,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  point  out  that  Zanuck,  as 
head  of  the  unit  that  was  assigned 
to  film  the  initial  stages  of  our 
North  African  drive,  took  as  many 
risks  as  his  cameramen  in  an  ef- 
fort to  obtain  the  best  possible  cov- 
erage. Time  and  again  he  helped  in 
the  actual  filming.  What  he  went 
through  makes  quick  and  exciting 
reading  couched  in  a  crisp,  swift 
style.  In  vivid  and  racy  lingo  he 
succeeds  in  transmitting  to  the 
reader  some  of  the  emotional  agi- 
tation to  which  he  was  subject  dur- 
ing his  African  adventure.  Thanks 
to  a  lively  interest  that  matches  his 
keen  observation  Zanuck  was  able 
to  inject  into  his  book  many  human 
touches  and  sidelights  that  add  both 
to  the  value  and  the  readability  of 
^'Tunis  Expedition."  The  total  effect 
is  heightened  by  the  dramatic  sense 
with  which  Zanuck  has  told  his 
story. 

The  book  covers  the  period  from 
Nov.  2  to  Dec.  10,  1942.  It  opens 
with  the  preparations  for  the  Af- 
rican campaign  and  closes  with  Za- 
nuck's departure  for  home  with  his 
precious  film  record.  It  offers  a 
graphic  description  of  the  fighting, 
Zanuck  excelling  himself  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  tank  battle  of  Tebourba, 
which,  incidentally,  is  the  high  spot 
in  "At  the  Front." 

During  his  brief  stay  in  Africa 
the  colonel  was  a  witness  to  many 
history-making  events  and  became 
the  familiar  of  many  personalities 
that  have  played  an  important  part 
in  developments  in  the  African  the- 
ater of  war.  He  had  the  good  for- 
tune of  being  present  at  the  con- 
ference between  the  allied  repre- 
sentatives and  Admiral  Darlan 
which  led  to  peace  between  our 
forces  and  France's  in  North  Af- 
rica. 

The  book  has  a  foreword  by  Da- 
mon Runyon  in  which  Zanuck  is 
presented  in  glowing  terms.  It  also 
is  provided  with  a  map  tracing  the 
route  followed  by  the  author  and 
his  camera  crew. — L.P. 
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INDUSTRY  CAN'T  RECALL  OVER-AGE  VETS. 

lexicon  Film  Business  Enjoying  Peak  Prosperity 


tudios  Turning  Out  60 
eatures  Annually;  U.  S. 
•istribs.  Buying  Product 

With   studio   output  now   running 

rev   60   features   a   year,   and   con- 

antly    increasing    distribution    in 

atin  and  South  American  counti'ies 

trough    the    foreign    branch    offices 

:  American  companies,  the  Mexican 

im  industry  is  enjoying  the  great- 

I  ;t  prosperity  in  its  history,  accord- 

l  »g  to   Oscar   Brooks,   manager  for 

arners  in  Mexico,  who  arrived  in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

adjournment  Kills 
Iowa's  Safely  Bill 

I  Des  Moines,  la. — The  Iowa  legis- 
ture  completed  its  50th  general 
■ssion  without  taking  any  final  ae- 
on on  a  fire  regulation  bill  for 
•eaters  in  the  state. 
The  bill,  which  passed  the  Senate, 
ould  have  licensed  all  theaters  and 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

ed  Cross  War  Fund  Drive 
'ollections  Run  Far  Ahead 


Hopes  that  the  Red  Cross  War 
und  Week  collections  total  would 
it  a  new  record  for  the  exhibition 
eld  were  heightened  yesterday  by 
sports  from  the  field. 

Cleveland  advices  said  that  the 
(Continued   on   Page   6) 


Buy  a  Share 
In  Victory 
With  Bonds 


$50,000  in  Ticket  Sales  Already  Pledged 

for  Industry  Greek  War  Relief  Show  May  18 

Ticket  sales  amounting  to  $50,000  were  pledged  by  the  motion  picture  com- 
mittee sponsoring  the  Greek  War  Relief  Show  at  Madison  Square  Garden  May 
18  at  a  luncheon  yesterday  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  It  is  expected  that  a  big-name 
writer  will  prepare  the  huge  show. 

Judge  Jonah  J.  Goldstein,  chairman  of  the  ticket  committee,  presided  at 
the  luncheon  yesterday  which  was  attended  by  75  persons  including  Edward 
Alperson,  Edward  P.  Mulrooney,  Gregory  Taylor,  Gus  Eyssell,  Harry  Goldberg, 
Harry  Poucher  and  Tom  Connors. 

Alperson's  theatrical  committee  will  meet  at  the  Astor  tomorrow  to  dis- 
cuss further  the  type  of  show  that  is  to  be  presented. 


Akron  Price  Boost 
Stirs  Hornet's  Nest 


Akron,  O. — The  announced  five 
cent  price  boost  at  all  local  subse- 
quent-! un  houses,  effective  Easter 
Sunday,  has  raised  a  hornest's  nest 
which,  if  successful,  will  blast  the 
42-49-56  day  clearance  schedule 
which  has  been  in  force  for  many 
years.  First-runs  have  42  days 
clearance  over  30-cent  second-runs. 
Second-runs  clearance  varies  from  7 
days  to  14  days  with  different  com- 
panies.   But  the  new  scale  of  sub- 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Hold  Memorial  Services 
Today  for  Arthur  A.  Lee 

Memorial  services  for  Arthur  A. 
Lee  will  be  held  at  Cook's  Memorial 
Chapel  on  West  72nd  St.  at  11  o'clock 
this  morning.  Lee's  body  arrived 
from  Lisbon  on  Sunday.  Burial  will 
be  private  on  Thursday.  The  former 
Gaumont-British  executive  died  when 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


Fried's  Riant  Wins 
Slash  in  Clearance 


Harry  Fried,  operating  the  Riant 
Theater,  Philadelphia,  has  won  a 
reduction  in  clearance  on  his  com- 
plaint in  which  he  named  the  Nor- 
ris,  Grand  and  Garrick  Theaters,  all 
of  which  had  14  days'  clearance  over 
the   Riant. 

The  existing  14-day  clearance  now 
granted  to  the  Norris  remains,  but 
future  clearances  to  the  Grand  and 
Garrick  were  fixed  at  11  and  seven 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
— iBuy  More  War  Bonds — 

Welansky  Appeals  Verdict 
Of  Guilty  in  Hub  Tragedy 


Boston  —  Barnet  Welansky,  con 
victed  on  19  charges  of  manslaugh 
ter  in  connection  with  the  fire  at 
Cocoanut  Grove  Nov.  28  in  which 
more  than  a  score  of  film  folks 
lost  their  lives  and  nearly  500  others 
died,  yesterday  filed  an  appeal  in 
Superior  Court.    Sentence  of  Welan- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


House  Passes  Kilday  Bill 

Would  Nullify  WMCs  Essential  Job  Listings 


Million  Dollar  Rep.  Ice 
Pic  to  Star  Vera  Hruba 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Republic  will  put  a 
budget  of  more  than  a  million  be- 
hind "Gay  Blades,"  first  starring 
pic  of  Vera  Hruba,  Czechoslovakian 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — The  manpower  ques- 
tions besetting  the  industry  became 
more  uncertain  than  ever  yesterday 
as  WMC  announced  that  only  fathers 
would  be  given  deferments  for  de- 
pendency while  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  WMC  Chief  McNutt's  office 
the  House  passed  the  Kilday  Bill.  If 

(Continued  on  Page  H) 


Managers,  Salesmen  Dis- 
charged Since  April  1 
Must  Hold  Essential  Jobs 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Any  hopes  that  the 
film  industry  may  have  held  that  it 
could  fill  the  widening  gaps  in  its 
manpower  by  drawing  upon  its  for- 
mer employes  discharged  from  the 
Army  as  over-age  were  officially 
dashed   yesterday. 

Commanding  officers  of  Army 
posts  are  authorized  to  use  their 
own  judgment  in  any  difficult  ques- 
tions arising  from  the  request  of  a 
man  over  38  for  release  to  return 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
— 45uy  More  War  Bonds — 

Name  Moon  Manager 
Of  20fh-Fox  Branch 


Ray  Moon  yesterday  took  over  the 
managership  of  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change here  in  a  promotion  from 
special  rep.  under  Andrew  W.  Smith, 
Jr.,  Eastern  sales  manager.  He  suc- 
ceeds Arthur  Abeles,  who  has  been 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Coe  Weighs  Bid  To  Speak 
Before  Clubs  in  Atlanta 


Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  counsel  of  the 
MPPDA,    may    address    the    Inter- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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New  York,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117, 
9-7118,  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address: 
Filmday,  New   York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD.  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  520  Third  St.  N.W.,  Phone  District  1253. 
LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film 
Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St.,  W.  I.  PARIS— 
P.  A.  Harle,  Le  Film,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
HAVANA — Mary  Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes 
214.  HONOLULU  —  Eileen  O'Brien. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco-Aurelio  Galindo,  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico, D.  F. 


FINANCIAL 


(Monday,  April  12) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
Low    Close     Chg. 
15         15      —     Vi 

153/4   16     +   y4 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc.   

Paramount    

Para.  1  pf.  called  M.l 

RKO     

RKO     $6     pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 
Warner  Bros 

NEW    YORK 
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Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
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NEW  YORK 
Monogram  Picts.  ..  . 
Radio-Keith    cvs.     .  .  . 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  . 
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02V2  1 
CURB 

1% 

1% 

33/g 

IOI/2 

23/4 
171/4 


021/2    1021/2 
MARKET 
1%       1% 


11/4 
31/4 


11/4  +       1/8 
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— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Third  House  for  Heiferan 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Albert  Hef 
ferran,  owner  of  the  Lynx  and  the 
Century,  has  purchased  the  Burton 
theater  at  Burton  Heights. 
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NSS  Will  Hold  First  of 
Three  Regionals  in  N.  Y. 


National  Screen  Service  will  hold 
three  regional  meetings  to  discuss 
the  problems  created  by  the  war, 
George  Dembow  announced  yester- 
day. 

First  session  will  be  held  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  in  New  York  April 
16-18  for  the  Eastern  representa- 
tives. Second  pailey  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  April  23-25  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  for  the  Midwest  managers  and 
assistants  and  a  third  meeting  for 
the  Western  representatives  is  sla- 
ted for  April  30-May  2  at  the  Am- 
bassador   Hotel,   Los   Angeles. 


Ross,  Stern  Head  NSS 
K,  C,  and  Denver  Offices 

George  Ross,  National  Screen  rep. 
in  Cincinnati,  has  been  named  branch 
manager  in  Kansas  City,  succeeding 
Homer  Blackwell.  Gaston  Stern  has 
been  appointed  Denver  manager,  suc- 
ceeding Derek  Sydney,  who  is  being 
transferred  to  another  post. 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Memorial  Mass  Yesterday 
For  Walter  Hutchinson 


"Air  Force"  Tops  in 
War  Dent.  Theaters 

Warners  "Air  Force"  topped  all 
pix  as  a  grosser  in  War  Department 
theaters  in  March,  R.  B.  Murray, 
director  of  the  Army  Motion  Picture 
Service,  reported  yesterday.  The 
other  four  outstanding  features  from 
a  b.o.  standpoint  were  "The  Desper- 
ados," Col.;  "Happy  Go  Lucky," 
Para.;  "It  Ain't  Hay,"  Universal; 
"Random   Harvest,"   Metro. 


Friends,  business  associates  and 
relatives  of  the  late  Walter  Hut- 
chinson, 20th  Century-Fox  foreign 
department  manager,  gathered  in 
the  Little  Chapel  of  St.  Patrick's 
Cathedral  Monday  morning  for  a 
Memorial   Mass. 

Among  those  present  were:  Wil- 
liam and  Vincent  Hutchinson,  Miss 
Gertrude  Hutchinson,  Miss  Hetty 
Grey  Baker,  Miss  Lillian  Forma, 
Mrs.  Clayton  Sheehan,  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Harley,  Miss  Edith  Sinclair,  Tom  J. 
Connors,  William  J.  Kupper,  Murray 
Silverstone,  Irving  Maas,  Leslie 
Whelan,  M.  E.  Erbe,  Ed  Cohen,  Otto 
Bolle  and  Fred  Kuser. 

— Buy  More  WarlBonds — 

PRC  Names  Fred  Rohrs 
Southern  Div.  Manager 


Fred  Rohrs,  former  United  Artists 
branch  manager  in  Washington,  At- 
lanta and  Charlotte,  has  been  named 
Southern  division  manager  of  PRC, 
it  was  announced  yesterday  by  Ar- 
thur Greenblatt,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales.  Rohrs  will  head- 
quarter in  Washington  and  will  cover 
the  Philadelphia,  Atlanta,  Charlotte, 
New  Orleans  and  Washington  terri- 
tories. 

Starting  as  a  salesman  in  Kansas 
City  with  UA,  Rohrs  was  with  the 
company  for  17  years,  the  last  six 
years  as  Washington  branch  man- 
ager. 

PRC  to  Hold  Series  of 
Four  Regionals  in  May 

PRC  will  hold  four  regional  meet- 
ings next  month,  O.  Henry  Briggs, 
president,  reported  yesterday  fol- 
lowing his  return  from  studio  con- 
ferences. Briggs  said  that  produc- 
tion was  in  full  swing,  with  11  pic- 
tures scheduled  to  go  into  work 
within   the  next  90  days. 


New  SAG  'B'  Member  Plan 
Before  AAAA  Board  Friday 

Board  of  directors  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Actors,  and  Artistes  of  Amer- 
ica will  meet  on  Friday  to  take  up 
the  proposal  that  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  change  its  structure  sufficient- 
ly to  set  up  an  autonomous  local 
for  its  B  members.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  request  of  Ken- 
neth Thomson,  executive  secretary 
of  the  SAG  and  second  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  AAAA,  who  arrived  from 
the  Coast  over  the  week-end  to  dis- 
cuss the  proposed  change. 

The  consent  of  the  AAAA  board  is 
necessary  before  the  proposal  can 
be  submitted  to  the  SAG  member- 
ship for  approval.  Preliminary  dis- 
cussions are  now  in  progress  be- 
tween Thomson  and  the  leading 
lights  of  the  AAAA.  Thomson  will 
return  to  the  Coast  immediately  af- 
ter Friday's  conference. 

It  was  said  yesterday  that  failure 
of  the  board  to  reach  a  decision  on 
Friday  would  not  change  Thom- 
son's plans  to  return  to  Hollywood 
on  that  day. 

— Buy  More  WarlBonds- — 

Beetson  and  Harmon  Meet 
With  Army  Reps.  Today 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Fred  Beetson, 
MPPDA  vice-president,  and  Francis 
J.  Harmon,  executive  secretary  WAC, 
arrived  here  last  night  for  a  meet- 
ing of  the  WAC  today.  The  meet- 
ing is  expected  to  concern  Army 
proposals  for  a  regular  period  on 
the  screen  on  each  theater  pro- 
gram, release  of  the  Capra  series,  and 
WAC  distribution  of  OWI  films. 

Although  it  is  believed  that  dis- 
cussions will  be  held  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  Army's  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lic Relations  and  Lowell  Mellett, 
chief  of  the  OWI  Motion  Picture 
Bureau,  these  reports  could  not  be 
confirmed  yesterday. 

— Buy  More  WarlBonds — 

First  Arbitration  Cases 
Said  Looming  in  Seattle 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  American  Arbitration 
Association,  returned  yesterday  from 
a  visit  to  the  motion  picture  trib- 
unals in  Chicago,  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  Seattle,  Portland,  Salt 
Lake   City,   Denver   and   Omaha. 

Braden  said  that  the  Seattle  of- 
fice, which  has  not  had  a  case  since 
the  tribunal  was  opened,  is  now  get- 
ting inquiries  and  that  one  or  two 
cases  may  be  filed  there  shortly. 


COfllinC  and  GOING 


HARRY    M.    WARNER,    who    arrived    in    Ne ' 
York  over  the  week-end,  will  spend  several  wee 
in   the   East  conferring  at   the   home   office   ai 
in    Washington. 

PAT  CASEY,  studio  labor  contact,  is  in  tov 
from    the   Coast. 

CHARLES  COETZ  of  the  20th-Fox  distribute 
department    leaves    for    the    Coast   on    Fri,J 
a    four-week   vacation. 

LOUIS  HYMAN,  Sol  Lesser's  general  ma 
ager,   is  in   town  from   the  Coast. 

SOL  LESSER  has  postponed  his  trip  fr< 
Hollywood   to  April  23. 

PAT  O'BRI'EN  and  ROBERT  FELLOWS,  pi 
ducer,  will  be  in  Boston  today  on  their  way 
New  York. 

EDWARD  DMYTRYK  leaves  for  the  Coast  t 
morrow  with  JAMES  R.  YOUNG,  the  sere 
version  of  whose  book,  "Behind  the  Risi 
Sun,"  he  will  direct  for  RKO  under  the  ti  j 
"Mad   Brood    of   Japan." 

BOB  HOPE  resumes  his  tour  of  Army  can  j 
today.  From  the  States,  he  will  hop  to  En 
land   and   North  Africa. 

KENNETH  THOMSON,  SAC  executive  sec 
tary  and  second  vice-president  of  the  Four  ■- 
returns   to   Hollywood   on    Friday. 


B. 


KREISLER   has   returned   from    Mempl 


JULIEN     DUVIVIER     arrives     today    from 
Coast   fo.r  a   two-week  visit. 

AKIM  TAMIROFF  and  LEONID  KINSKY  star 
a  USO-Camp  Shows  tour  of  Army  and  N: 
posts  yesterday  at  Camp  Edwards,  Falmou 
Mass.  Their  last  appearance  will  be  at  Ca 
Endicott,    Davisville,    R.    I.,    on   April    24. 

RAY  MILLAND  has  returned  to  the  Coast. 

WILLIAM     N.     SKIRBALL,     Cleveland     cirt , 
owner,   is  on  a  Mexican  vacation. 

JAMES  B.  LANSING,  vice-president  of  AI 
Lansing,  Hollywood,  is  on  a  New  York  busir 
trip. 

BELA  LUGOSI  has  hit  town  to  rehearse 
the  revival  of  "Dracula."  At  the  end  of 
play's  tour  he  will  return  to  the  Coast. 

DUDLEY  FIELD  MALONE,  seen  in  Warn 
"Mission  to  Moscow,"  arrives  in  New  York 
Friday  from  the  Coast. 

RODDY  McDOWALL  is  in  Chicago  for  the  \ 
Bond   drive. 

SAMUEL    COLDWYN     arrived    in    Washing 
yesterday    and    conferred    with    Lowell    Mell 
He    expects    to    remain    in    the   capital    till 
evening. 

JOSEPH    R.    VOGEL,    vice-prexy    and    g.m 
Loew's     Theaters,     and     MRS.    VOGEL     retur 
to    New    York    last    night    from    a    week-end: 
Washington. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

UA  Promotes  Sullivan 
To  Buffalo  Managership 


Buffalo — Sydney  Lehman,  brai 
manager  for  United  Artists  in  B 
falo  for  four  years  has  resign 
Mathew  V.  Sullivan,  city  salesm 
was  elevated  to  the  managership 
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-  ame  Moon  Manager 
If  20lh-Fox  Branch 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

if  ted  to  the  distribution  depart- 
?:it  at  the  home  office  together  with 
larles  Goetz,  who  had  been  sales 
ipervisor  at  the  exchange. 
Tom  Connors,  the  company's  dis- 
Sbution  chief,  said  that  the  exact 
<V  <  which  Abeles  and  Goetz  would 
~^rm  at  the  home  office  had  not 
■en  decided  upon.  It  was  indicated 
ere  might  be  a  possibility  of 
bales'  assignment  to  the  interna- 
)nal  department,  charge  of  which 
as  assumed  yesterday  by  Murray 
Iverstone  with  the  title  of  vice- 
•esident.  Abeles'  foreign  experience 
rengthened  the  chances  that  he 
ight  be  given  a  post  in  Silver- 
one's  division. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

!oe  Weighs  Bid  To  Speak 
efore  Clubs  in  Atlanta 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ivic  Clubs  of  Atlanta  on  April  27. 
ivitations  to  address  the  group  and 
■legrams  urging  his  acceptance 
ave  been  received  from  the  gover- 
3r,  mayor,  exhibitor  organizations 
nd  civic  leaders.  Coe  will  not  de- 
de  until  after  the  MPPDA  annual 
leeting  on   Thursday. 


be,  Bryson  and  Beetson 
Ian  Closer  Co-ordination 

Closer  co-ordination  among  the 
tPPDA  offices  in  Washington,  Hol- 
•wood  and  New  York  was  discussed 
y  Charles  Francis  Coe,  Jack  Bry- 
on  and  Fred  Beetson  in  Washing- 
)ii  on  Saturday.  At  a  luncheon 
iven  by  Bryson,  the  Washington 
epresentative,  Coe  explained  the 
ublic  relations  program  to  Wash- 
igton  exchange  heads  who  pledged 

.heir   co-operation. 

I  Beetson,  Hollywood  chief  of  the 
IPPDA,  and  Francis  S.  Harmon, 
xecutive    chairman    of    the    WAC, 

'rent  to  Washington  yesterday. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


IARVIN     COVILLE,     film     ad     manager,     Daily 

News,    Chicago. 
<VINC    COOPER,     manager,     Palace,    Stamford, 

Conn. 
EIL    WELTY,     manager,     Pickwick,     Creenwich, 

Conn. 

/ILLARD   "BUCK"    SEALE,   salesman,    Columbia, 

Seattle,  Wash. 
OGER    MITCHELL,    salesman,    RKO,    Charlotte. 
OSEPH    STAND1SH,    manager,    Stillman,    Cleve- 
land,   0. 
UMO    SCHAUSTEIN,    assistant,    Palace,    Toledo, 

0. 

)HARLES    A.     LEEDY,     film    editor,    Vindicator, 
aa    Youngstown,  0. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 
sLEX  BOOKSPAN,  Fishman  theaters,  New  Haven, 

with    Vaught   Sikorsky    Aircraft. 
3SCAR     SHANKEN,     Lyric,     New     Haven,     with 

Vaught  Sikorsky  Aircraft, 
MORRIS  NELSON,  Stanley,  Baltimore,  with  Beth- 

lehem-Fairfield   Shipyards. 

SENE  ANNIBAL,  Colonial,  Seattle,   Kaiser  Ship- 
yards. 


Y  V  Y 

11  hat "s  Coohin': 

•  •  •  BERNIE  KREISLER,  U's  short  subjects  and  newsreel  man- 
ager, has  been  down  in  the  Deep  South,  Suh,  in  the  interests  oi  both 

his  company  and  Mister  Exhibitor Reports  from  our  correspondents 

down  Dixie  way  aver  that  new  contracts  are  piling  up  for  the  org's 
rugged  and  exciting  chapter  play,  "Don  Winslow  of  the  Coast  Guard." 
with  many  smart  showmen  planning  to  give  this  attraction  a  whirl,  not 
merely  as  a  week-end  magnet,  but  for  mid-week  exhibition  as  well  .  . 

•  Harry  Goldstein,  Paramount's  Cleveland  district  manager,  will  cele- 
brate his  birthday  next  Saturday  in  the  Jewish  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  where 

he's   recovering  from   a   heart   ailment He   plans   to   return   to  his 

Forest  City  home  at  the  end  of  the  present  month.  ...  •  A  party  was 
staged  at  the  RKO  Temple,  Rochester,  to  mark  the  natal  day  of  Manager 

Ed  Howard Fete  was  arranged  by  Sally  Flateau  of  the  theater's 

staff ......  Ed  received  a  clock,  pen,  desk  set,  and  a  plethora  of  cigar- 
ettes. ...  •  A  deep  doff  of  the  chapeau  to  Carlton  Duffus  and  the  War 
Savings  Staff  of  the   Treasury  Dept.   for  creating  that   swell  promotion 

guidebook,  "Selling  More  War  Savings" It's  thorough  showmanship 

and  is  bound  to  be  a  big  aid  to  Mister  Morgenthau's  and  the  nation's 
efforts  to  get  the  dough  with  which  to  knead  the  Axis, — and  cook  it!  .  .  . 

•  Maury  Saffle,  Seattle  branch  manager  for  Leo  the  Lion,  and  Wally 
Rucker,  salesman  in  that  sector,  are  recovering  from  a  siege  of  flu.  .  .  . 

V  V  V 

•  •  •  LATEST  promotional  broadside  on  "Saludos  Amigos"  is 
further  evidence  of  the  resounding  job  done  for  Mister  Disney  by 
Senorita  Antoineltita  Spitzer,—and  by  Senor  Barret  McCormick  in  be- 
half of  pic's  distributor,  RKO  Radio.  .  .  •  Dear  British  Broadcast- 
ing Co.:  The  young  gentleman  who  appeared  before  your  mikes  Sun- 
day, with   his  spouse,  Bebe  Daniels,  is  named  Lyon,  not  Lyons 

The  program,  on  which  these  two  grand  Hollywoodites  interviewed 
U.  S.  servicemen  was,  by  the  way,  excellent,  and  sure  got  the  U.  S. 
Treasury's  Second  War  Loan  Drive  off  to  a  tip-top  start.  ...  •  Bond 
Rally  held  by  Century  Circuit's  Kingsway,  Brooklyn,  to  honor  Sergeant 
Meyer  Levin,  sold  $181,000  worth  of  War  Bonds,  and  grabbed  an  addi- 
tional $30,000  worth  of  pledges.  ...  •  In  connection  with  celebration 
of  Pan-American  Week,  with  parades,  broadcasts,  ceremonies  at  City 
Hall,  special  events,  et  al,  the  Good  Neighbors  Center  of  New  York 
will  present  tomorrow  night  a  colorful  Rally-Fiesta  at  the  local  Beacon 

Theater   to   commemorate    the    Official   Pan-American    Day Jack 

Miller,  of  AGVA,  will  preside  over  the  entertainment  features  as  master 
of  ceremonies.  ...  •  Bill  Hollander,  B  if  K  ad  director  in  Chicago, 
is  celebrating  his  25th  year  with  the  org,  and  Fred  Unseldt  is  retiring 

from  the  circuit  after  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century's  service 

Fred  is  understandably  proud  of  the  gold  membership  card  given  him 
at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  B  &  K's  Employes  Association.  ...  •  A  new 
kind  of  "E"  award  (for  Everything)  should  go  to  Walt  Kessler  of  Loew's 

Theater,  Canton,  O He  works  on  every  kind  of  war  aid  campaign 

at  once He  now  collects  keys,  discarded  silk  and  nylon  stockings 

for  powder  bags  and  parachutes,  buttons  for  the  Allies,  pledges  for  the 
Red  Cross  Blood  Bank,  books  for  fighting  men,  enlistments  for  Civilian 

Defense,  and,  of  course  the  "long  green"  for  War  Bonds He  also 

has  coin  boxes  for  USO,  United  Nations,  Army-Navy  Relief,  and  Red 
Cross,— and,  as  if  this  weren't  enough,  displays  three-dimensional  post- 
ers on  Prisoners  Aid,  WAVES  and  SPARS,  Scrap,  Waste  Kitchen  Fats, 
and  has  "elastic  sides"  for  anything  else  WAC  has  to  offer! 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Adjournment  Kills 
Iowa's  Safety  Bill 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
set  up  building  and  fire  regulations. 
The  measure  failed  to  get  out  of  the 
House    sifting   committee    and   died 
there. 

A  bill  to  place  the  state  on  Stan- 
dard Time  instead  of  War  Time  also 
died  in  the  Senate  after  passing  the 
House.  Instead  of  the  bill,  a  reso- 
lution was  pased  by  both  houses  re- 
questing the  Governor  to  issue  a 
proclamation  urging  rural  merchants 
and  organizations  to  re-arrange  their 
store  hours  for  the  benefit  of  the 
farmer. 

The  only  other  theater  bill  in- 
troduced, a  measure  banning  blind 
checking,  died  early  in  the  session. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Million  Dollar  Rep.  Ice 
Pic  to  Star  Vera  Hruba 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

skating  champ,  just  signed  to  a 
seven-year  termer.  Shooting  starts 
July  15.  Some  of  the  ice  sequences 
will  be  filmed  in  color.  Skater  re- 
ports to  the  studio  immediately  up- 
on the  close  of  her  present  tour  in 
the  Ice-Capades  road  show.  Studio 
will  convert  one  of  its  large  stages 
into  a  permanent  ice  theater,  it  is 
announced. 

—Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Hold  Memorial  Services 
Today  for  Arthur  A.  Lee 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  clipper  on  which  he  was  en  route 
to  London  crashed  in  Lisbon  harbor. 
Funeral  services  for  Tamara 
(Swann),  singer,  who  was  killed  in 
the  same  crash,  will  be  held  at  Camp- 
bell's Funeral  Parlor,  81st  St.  and 
Madison  Ave.  on  Friday  at  3:30  p.m. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

New  U.  K.  Budget  Tumps 
Entertainment  Levies 

London  (By  Cable) — Entertain- 
ment taxes  on  theater  seats  costing 
over  one  shilling  will  be  increased 
under  the  new  budget,  Sir  Kingsley 
Wood  told  Commons  yesterday.  Brit- 
ish income  taxes  will  remain  un- 
changed but  levies  on  luxury  items 
are  to  be  increased  generally. 


STORKS 


San  Jose,  Calif. — It's  a  new  daugh- 
ter for  Andy  Sasso,  FWC  manager 
here.  Arrival  brings  the  number 
of  youngsters  in  the  family  to  six. 


Albany  —  A  daughter,  Patricia 
Barbara,  weighing  6  pounds,  12 
ounces,  was  born  to  Arthur  New- 
man, Republic  branch  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Newman,  at  Albany  Hospital 
here. 


*     > 
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Jack  L.  Warner,  Executive  Producer 
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Coast,  Starling  11, 
Makes  47  Shooting 


IV est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  tDAILY 
Hollywood — Eleven  new  pictures 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
this  week,  raising  the  total  shooting 
to  47.     The  check-up: 

At  Columbia:  Five  shooting,  in- 
cluding "Officers  Candidate  School," 
drama  with  Evelyn  Keyes  and  Mich- 
ael Duane.  Producer,  Edward  Kauf- 
man. 

At  M-G-M:  Seven  shooting,  includ- 
ing "Whistling  in  Brooklyn,"  com- 
edy-mystery, starring  Red  Skelton, 
with  Ann  Rutherford,  Rags  Rag- 
land,  Jean  Rogers,  Ray  Collins, 
Henry  O'Neill  and  the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers.  S.  Sylvan  Simon  direct- 
ing and  George  Haight  producing. 

At  Monogram:  One  shooting,  Lindsley 
Parsons'  "Melody  Parade,"  musical,  with 
Tim  and  Irene,  Jerry  Cooper,  Eddie  Quil- 
lan,  Armida,  Manton  Moreland,  Andre  Char- 
lot,  Anson  Weeks'  orchestra,  and  Ted  Fib 
Rito  and  his  orchestra.  Arthur  Dreifuss  di- 
recting. 

At  Paramount:  Three  shooting,  including 
"The  Uninvited,"  ghost  drama,  with  Ray 
Milland,  Ruth  Hussey,  Donald  Crisp,  Cor- 
nelia Otis  Skinner,  Barbara  Everest.  Lewis 
Allen  directing  and  Charles  Brackett  pro- 
ducing. 

At  PRC:  Atlantis  Pictures,  "Isle  of  For- 
gotten Sins,"  drama,  with  John  Carradine, 
Sidney  Toler,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Rick  Val- 
lin,  Rita  Quigley,  Tala  Birell,  Frank  Fenton, 
Betty  Amann,  Veda  Ann  Borg  and  Patti 
McCarty.      Edgar  G.   Ulmer  directing. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Four  shooting,  including 
"The  Falcon  in  Danger,"  mystery  drama, 
with  Tom  Conway  and  Jean  Brooks.  William 
Clemens  directing  and  Maurice  Geraght; 
producing;  and,  "The  Mad  Brood  of  Japan,' 
drama,  based  upon  James  R.  Young's  book, 
"Behind  the  Rising  S"n  "  Margo  in  the 
feminine   lead.       Edward    Dmytryk    directing. 

At     Republic :      Three     shooting,     including 
Roy   Rogers    starring    vehicle,    "Silver   Spurs, 
western,    with    Joe    Kane    directing. 

At    20th    Century-Fox:     Six    shooting. 

At  United  Artists:  Cagney  Production, 
"McLeod's  Folly,"  and,  Harry  Sherman's 
"False     Colors." 

At  Universal:  Eight  shooting,  including 
"Fired  Wife,"  comedy  drama,  with  Roberl 
Cummings  and  Diana  Barrymore  co-starred, 
and  Louise  Allbritton  and  Walter  Abel  as 
chiefs  of  the  supporting  cast.  Alex  Gott- 
lieb producing  and  Charles  Lamont  direct- 
ing; and,  "Sherlock  Holmes  Faces  Death," 
mystery  drama,  co-starring  Basil  Rathbone 
and  Nigel  Bruce,  with  Roy  William  Neill  as 
associate    producer. 

At  Warners:  Four  shooting,  including  "To 
The  Last  Man,"  starring  Errol  Flynn  with 
Helmut  Dantine  in  an  important  role.  Raoul 
Walsh    directing   for   producer   Jack    Chertock. 

Sam  Goldwyn:   Shooting  "The  North  Star." 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Urge  Draft  Boards  to  Use 
Randforce  Induction  Plan 


R6VIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJ6CTS 


"Right  of  Way" 

WAC  9  mins. 

Helpful 

This  OWI  short  explains  the  trav- 
eling inconveniences  to  which  the 
public  is  subjected  today.  The  pic- 
ture makes  it  clear  that  the  wartime 
needs  of  the  nation  come  first.  The 
subject  has  been  well  handled.  The 
film  should  help  reduce  the  ranks 
of  travelers  who  gripe  because  they 
aren't  getting  the  service  they  did 
before  the  war.  The  commentator 
is  Joseph  Eastman,  ODT  director. 
The  short  is  scheduled  for  national 
release  on  April  15. 


"Willoughby's  Magic  Hat" 

(Phantasy   Cartoon) 

Columbia  6'/2  Mins. 

Pair 

This  is  the  story  of  a  hat  woven 
from  the  hair  shorn  from  Samson's 
head  by  Delilah.  It  seems  possession 
of  the  hat  gives  one  tremendous  phy- 
sical powers  which  even  Superman 
would  envy.  The  hat  falls  into  the 
possession  of  a  puny  little  fellow, 
who  magically  acquires  the  power  to 
save  a  lovely  damsel  from  a  fearful 
mechanical  monster.  There's  a  fair 
amount  of  amusement  in  this  one, 
which  was  made  by  Dave  Fleischer. 


"Medicine  on  Guard" 

(This  Is  America) 

RKO  19  mins. 

Good 

The  critical  shortage  of  doctors 
on  the  home  front  as  a  result  of  the 
war  is  treated  in  fine  fashion  in  the 
latest  addition  to  RKO's  "This  Is 
America"  series  of  shorts.  The  film 
shows  how  the  greater  danger  of 
disease  that  exists  today  in  civil- 
ian America  because  of  fewer  doc- 
tors and  decreased  medical  facilities 
requires  the  healing  profession  and 
the  health  authorities  to  be  doubly 
alert. 

The  film  makes  its  point  by  depict- 


ing the  medical  problem  that  faced 
a  certain  town  and  relating  the  way 
the  difficulty  was  solved.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  interestingly  devel- 
oped, having  been  staged  effective- 
ly, with  little  dramatic  touches  in- 
serted wherever  they  were  called 
for.  Slavko  Vorkapich  applied  good 
direction  to  the  film,  which  was  pro- 
duced by  Fredric  Ullman,  Jr.  The 
picture  has  a  forceful  commentary 
to  promote  its  public  acceptability. 
All  in  all,  "Medicine  on  Guard"  is  a 
convincing  job. 


"Community  Sing" 

(No.  9— Series  7) 

Columbia  9'/2  mins. 

Something  to  Sing  About 

There  are  several  tunes  in  this 
newest,  of  the  series  that  permit 
plenty  of  opportunity  for  lusty  sing- 
ing. Tunes  old  and  new  are  fea- 
tured in  the  short,  for  which  Don 
Baker  furnishes  the  organ  accom- 
paniment. The  top  spot  goes  to 
"When  the  Lights  Go  on  Again."  The 
other  tunes  are  "Rosie  the  Riveter," 
"It's  a  Sin  to  Tell  a  Lie,"  "Bless 
Them  All,"  "I'm  Going  Back  to 
Where  I  Came  From." 


"I  Spied  for  You" 

Columbia  18  mins. 

Bless  Those  Kiddies! 

There  is  little  in  this  slapstick 
comedy  to  recommend  it  to  mature 
audiences.  Where  the  kids  are  con- 
cerned it's  another  matter.  Pro- 
ducers of  stuff  like  this  should  be 
thankful  that  kids  are  not  particu- 
lar El  Brendel's  efforts  to  thwart 
a  couple  of  Nazi  spies  from  seizing 
the  merchant  ship  on  which  he  is  a 
seaman  and  place  it  in  German  hands 
are  vigorous  enough  to  weedle  a 
certain  number  of  laughs  out  of  the 
youngsters.  The  short  is  made  up  of 
the  same  old  antics  in  a  different 
setting.  Jules  White  directed  from 
a  script  by  Jack  White. 


Induction  services  on  the  stages 
of  theaters  of  the  Randforce  circuit 
have  been  so  successful  that  Col. 
Arthur  V.  McDermott  is  recommend- 
ing further  use  of  theaters  to  280 
draft  boards  in  New  York  City. 

The  Randforce  houses  have  given 
over  their  stages  for  induction  cere- 
monies for  the  last  several  months. 
At  these  ceremonies,  the  Randforce 
theaters  arrange  for  coffee  and 
doughnuts  to  be  served  to  the  de- 
parting inductees.  Local  speakers, 
such  as  rabbis,  ministers  and  priests, 
address  the  groups.  Randforce  has 
offered  every  one  of  its  40  theaters 
to  local  draft  boards. 


American  Film  Center,  Inc. 
Gets  Rockefeller  $50,000 


The  Rockefeller  Foundation  made 
an  appropriation  of  $75,000  last 
year  for  film  causes,  it  is  disclosed 
in  a  review  of  the  organization's  ac- 
tivities for  last  year  prepared  by 
Raymond  B.  Fosdick,  president.  A 
grant  of  $50,000  went  to  the  Amer- 
ican Film  Center,  Inc.,  of  this  city, 
"for  general  expenses  for  a  two-year 
period,"  while  $25,000  was  given  to 
the  Library  of  Congress  "for  the 
development  of  methods  of  catalog- 
uing, analyzing  and  making  avail- 
able for  use  motion  pictures  depos- 
ited with  the  library  under  the  Na- 
tional Copyright  Act." 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

1,500  at  "Comedy"  Preview 

Chicago  —  Fifteen  hundred  at- 
tended the  trade  preview  of  M-G-M's 
"Human  Comedy"  at  the  Esquire 
Theater.  Many  from  other  cities 
were   present. 


Kaufman  and  Rosselli 
Trial  Over  to  April  19 


Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy 
yesterday  adjourned  the  trial  of 
Louis  Kaufman  and  John  Rosselli 
until  April  19  "for  all  purposes." 
The  adjournment  was  granted  at  the 
request  of  U.  S.  Attorney  Mathias 
F,  Correa,  who  said  six  of  the  co- 
defendants  were  awaiting  removal 
proceedings  in   Chicago  this  week. 

Correa  said  the  Government  had 
asked  for  the  postponement  in  or- 
der to  bring  all  the  defendants  in 
the  conspiracy  and  racketeering  case 
to  trial  at  one/  time.  He  denied  that 
other  persons  had  been  named  in 
another  sealed  indictment  handed 
up  by  a  Federal  Grand  Jury. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds— 

Rochester  Nabe  Tilts  Price 

Rochester— The  Rivoli,  nabe,  has 
raised  its  Saturday,  Sunday  and 
holiday  price  to  22  cents.  Daily  ad- 
mission is  20  cents,  with  children  11 
cents  at  all  times. 


Akron  Price  Boost 
Stirs  Hornet's  Nest 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sequent-run  prices  introduces  tb 
35-cent  house  along  with  a  new  grou 
of  houses  charging  30  cents. 

It  is  reported  that  distributors  ar 
holding  to  the  42  days  first-run  cleai 
ance.  thereby  making  pictures^.s 
multaneously  available  to  the  3[j 
and  the  30-cent  houses.  The  35-  J 
houses  are  fighting  for  a  reductio , 
of  the  42  day  first-run  clearanci 
With  only  a  20  cent  differentiatio 
between  the  first-run  and  the  35-cer 
houses,  they  claim  they  are  entitle 
to  get  pictures  35  days  after  th 
first-run. 

So  far,  the  first-runs  and  the  sub 
sequent-runs    are   holding    the    end 
of  the  rope,  each  pulling  in  opposit 
directions  with  no  indication  whic 
will  be  the  first  to  give  ground. 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Driv< 
Collections  Run  Far  Ahea 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

collections  there  were  30  per  cei 
ahead  of  the  United  Nations  Wee 
total  which  at  the  time  set  a  re< 
ord,  while  from  Seattle  came  wor 
that  the  state's  300  theatei 
"grossed"  50  per  cent  more  than  i 
any  previous  campaign. 

Theaters  in  Houston  turned  ov^ 
a  check  for  $21,900  to  the  Red  Cros 
the  sum  being  sufficient  to  put  tr 
city  over  the  top;  it  previously  ha 
lagged.  In  Chicago,  Warner  Ci: 
cuit  collections  were  said  by  Charh 
Ryan,  assistant  zone  manager,  t 
exceed  $8,500;  also  in  Chicago,  tl 
Indiana-Illinois  circuit  reported  moi 
than    $10,000   collected. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  theater  manaj 
ers  reported  collections  there  h 
$10,000  while  from  Lanett,  Ala.,  tl 
Al-Dun  circuit  advised  that  its  Cha 
tahoochie  Valley  theaters  had  gari 
ered  $20,600. 


Des  Moines  Red  Cross  Drive 
Even  Brings  In  Foreign  Coin 

Des    Moines,   la. — The   Red   Crof 

local    theater    drive    resulted    in 
collection  of  $2,150  which  was  moi 
than  double  of  any  previous  year, 
was  reported  by  A.  H.  Blank,  low; 
Nebraska  WAC  chairman. 

There  were  hundreds  of  $1  bil 
in  the  collection,  with  three  $10  bil 
and  seven  $5  bills.  In  addition  tl 
collection  included  a  Russian,  Me: 
ican,  English,  French  and  Canadi£; 
coins.  But  the  most  unusual  co 
dropped  into  the  collection  box  W£ 
a  five-pfennig  piece  of  the  Germa- 
reich. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Berger  Opens  D.  C.  Office 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAIL 

Washington  —  David  Garrisc 
Berger,  New  York  film  attorne 
formerly  personal  rep.  of  Ca 
Laemmle,  Jr.,  has  opened  a  loc 
office  in  the  National  Press  Buil< 
ing  and  will  concentrate  on  capit 
practice. 
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lexican  Production 
\\  Peak  Prosperity 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

t  w  York  late  last  week  for  con- 
jjrences  at  the  home  office. 

Quality  of  the  Mexican  product 
as  shown  such  improvement  lately, 

yaks  told  The  Film  Daily,  that 
pictures  are  making  records  at 
...-offices  not  only  in  Mexico  but 
Iso  in  Cuba  and  other  Latin  coun- 


k 


iet 


Argentine   pictures,    formerly    the 
rincipal     opposition     to     American 
roduct  in  the  Latin  field,  are  losing 
round,   Brooks    reported. 
No  Mexican  production  activity  by 
lollywood  companies  is  in  prospect 
t    the    moment,    he    said,    although 
everal    American    distributors    are 
aiying  up  Mexican  product  for  han- 
ling  in  the  Latin  market. 
Business  in  Mexico  is  flourishing, 
brooks  stated,  partly  as  a  result  of 
heavy  influx  of  visitors  and  partly 
«ecause    of    improved    national    con- 
ditions.    Out  of  some  1,100  theaters 
n  the  country,  Mexico  City  with  a 
)opulation  of  some  2,200,000  has  68 
jiouses  and  these  account  for  about 
15   per  cent   of   the   country's   total 
ilm  gross. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

vVelansky  Appeals  Verdict 
Of  Guilty  in  Hub  Tragedy 

■ 

{Continued  from  Page  I) 
Bky  will  be  pronounced  Thursday. 
Under  a  peculiar  Massachusetts 
law,  it  would  be  possible  to  give  him 
1.400  years  in  prison  but  also  under 
the  same  law,  at  the  option  of  the 
Judge  he  can  be  let  off  with  a  sus- 
pended sentence  and  a  fine. 

James   W.  Welansky,  his  brother, 
and  Jacob  A.  Goldine,  wine  steward, 
j  .both   of   whom   were   acquitted,   col- 
lapsed    after    the    verdict    was    an- 
nounced on  Barnet  Welansky.     The 
latter    is    owner    of    three    theaters 
I  in   greater    Boston    and   has   always 
'1  been  active  in  the  local  film  district 
't- where  the  Grove  was  the  gathering 
|  place  for  all  of  the  local  film  folks. 

On  the  night  of  the  fire  Barnet  Welansky 
was  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
convalescing  from  a  heart  attack  suffered  12 
'!  lys    before    the    tragedy. 

The     State     charged     reckless    operation     of 

the   night   club   in   failure   to   provide   sufficient 

safety   equipment    and    in    neglect   of    fire    haz- 

I  ards.      The  defense   contended   that   panic   was 

e   major  cause  of   the  deaths. 

There    remain    seven    others    to    be    tried    in 

I)  connection  with  the  indictments  in  the  Cocoa- 

j.  rut    Grove    case,    among    these    being    Reuben 

1    Hodenhorn,    the    architect    and    decorator,    and 

T-  Fire    Captain    Pinney    who   gave    the    Grove    a 

clean   bill    of   health    a   few    days   prior   to   the 

tire. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

LT.  (S.C.)  CLARENCE  ELLIS,  USN,  sound  en- 
gineer,   Pathe     News,     Washington. 

LT.  ARNOLD  N.  DYBINC,  USA,  Pathescope  Co. 
of  America  and  Pathe   Ideal-Prod. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

CAPT.  JOHN  LE  VIEN,  US,  former  Pathe  News 
contact  man,   to   Major  in   North   Africa. 

LT.  "'BOOTS"  ADAMS,  USA,  manager,  Martin, 
Andalusia,  Ala.,  to  captain,  at  Camp  Shel- 
by,   Miss. 

•  ARMY  * 

ROBERT  HARARI,  writer,  RKO. 

STUART  PALMER,  writer,  RKO. 

ROBERT  MOUNT,  lab.  technician,  Coast. 

CORDON   MILES,   lab.   technician,   Coast. 

ROBERT  SHORT,   lab,   technician,   Coast. 

DESI  ARNAZ,  actor,   Metro. 

JERRY  STEFFAN,  free  lance  player. 

JOHN   JANES,    free    lance   player. 

BILL    PEIRCE,    JR.,    publicist,    Universal    Studios. 

JOSEFH      NORDIN,      mailing      dept.,      Universal 

Studios. 
NEWTON    HOUSE,    makeup   man,    Paramount. 


WALTER   KESSLER,   manager,    Loew's  Canton,   0. 

CHALMER    DEAN,    assistant,    Palace,    Toledo. 

JOHN  KEY,  head  shipper,  RKO,  Charlotte,   N.  C. 

TOM  WATSON,  sa,esman,   RKO,  Char:otte,  N.  C. 

LARRY  ALBRECHT,  manager,  Ross  Federal,  Char- 
lotte,   N.    C. 

JOHN  McKkENHAN,  booker,  Sterling  Circuit, 
Seattle,    Wash. 

REYNOLD  R.  BECKER,  artist,  RKO,  Rochester, 
N.    Y. 

ROBERT  A.  WSINER,  son  Harry  Weiner,  branch 
manager,    Columbia,    Philadelphia. 

MANNY  SCHULMAN,  son  Morris  Schulman, 
operating    Gayety,    Inlet,    N.    Y. 

WILLIAM  FITZGERALD,  film  editor,  Vindicator, 
Youngstown,    O. 

•  NAVY  * 

KEITH    RICHARDS,    actor,    Paramount. 
—  •  — 


*  WAACS  * 


LaVAUGH  SPEER,  hairdresser,  Paramount  Stu- 
dios. 

ALICE  K.  BURNS,  professionally  Alice  Jans, 
screen  actress.  Husband,  Lt.  JOHN  A. 
BURNS,    USMC.    is   a    Jap    war   prisoner. 


Fried's  Riant  Theater 
Wins  Clearance  Slash 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

days,  respectively.  Product  must  be 
available  to  the  Riant  60  days  after 
first-run. 


120-Day  Maximum  Clearance 
Ordered  in  Texan  Complaint 

A  maximum  clearance  of  120  days 
for  third-run  after  first-run  in 
Weatherford,  Tex.,  was  fixed  by  an 
arbitrator  in  the  case  filed  by  C.  H. 
Jones,  operating  the  Plaza  Theater, 
a  third-run  house.  Jones  had  asked 
the  distributors  be  ordered  to  offer 
him  product  60  days  after  first-run. 
The  award  further  gave  Jones  the 
right  to  select  third-run  pictures 
when  available  to  the  Plaza  and  the 
Texan  Theater. 


Night-Shift  War  Workers 
Ask  12:30-3:30  a.m.  Pix 


i  • 


Three-for-Ttco  Now 

Marshfield,  Wis. — New  wrinkle  in 
kid  promotion  is  "Pal  No.  3  Free" 
Saturday  matinee  being  staged  by 
the  New  Adler  here.  Under  the 
policy,  three  youngsters  presenting 
themselves  at  the  box  office  on 
Saturday  afternoons  are  admitted  for 
the  price  of  two — 20  cents  plus  3 
cents  tax. 


Reynolds  Asks  Revision  of 
Clearance  in  Grand  Rapids 

A  change  in  the  clearance  sched- 
ules in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is 
sought  by  H.  T.  Reynolds,  operat- 
ing the  Family  Theater. 

Reynolds  complains  that  the  But- 
terfield  circuit's  first-runs  have  45 
days'  clearance  over  its  own  second- 
runs  which  have  seven  days'  clear- 
ance over  the  circuit's  third-runs; 
Butterfield's  third-runs  have  seven 
days  over  the  circuit's  own  fourth- 
runs  which  in  turn  have  one  day 
over   the    Family. 

This  arrangement,  Reynolds 
charges,  forces  the  Family  to  wait 
74  days  after  first-run,  which,  he 
says,  is  unreasonable.  He  asks  that 
the  maximum  clearance  between  the 
first-runs  and  the  Family  be  fixed 
at  28  days. 

— Buy  More- War  Bonds — 

Dr.  Oscar  Portela  Stricken 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail)— Dr.  Oscar 
Zayas  Portela,  president  of  Palicu- 
las  Cubanas,  S.  A.,  producing  com- 
pany and  editor  of  Avance,  died 
suddenly  here  of  a   heart  attack. 


Baltimore — Almost  as  fast  as  they 
could  sign  their  names,  8,000  ot 
Baltimore's  night-shift  war  workers 
have  gone  on  record  as  demanding 
that  movies  remain  open  during  the 
night  hours.  The  workers  who  signed 
a  petition  circulated  during  the  3:30 
p.m.  to  11:30  p.m.  shift  at  the  Beth- 
lehem-Fairfield  Shipyard,  ask  that  as 
a  beginning  one  house  in  the  down- 
town section  continue  opeiating  from 
12:30  to  3:30  a.m.  two  nights  a  week. 

L.  S.  Adams,  Jr.,  foreman  in  charge 
of  the  hull  department  at  the  plant 
and  circulator  of  the  petition,  ex- 
pressed conviction  that  providing 
round-the-clock  recreation  would  ma- 
terially curtail  absenteeism  in  Bal- 
timore war  plants. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Claudine  West  Dies;  Was 
Academy  Award  Winner 


West    Coast    Bureau,    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Claudine  West,  59, 
1942  Academy  award  winner  for  her 
screenplay  of  "Mrs.  Miniver,"  died 
following  a  long  illness.  She  has  just 
completed  script  of  "The  White 
Cliffs  of  Dover"  soon  to  go  into 
production  at  M-G-M.  She  had  been 
writing  at  home  since  last  Novem- 
ber and  was  unable  to  attend  the 
Academy  dinner  to  receive  her 
award  for  "Mrs.  Miniver." 

Sidney  A.  Franklin,  producer  of 
"Mrs.  Miniver,"  and  who  was  asso- 
ciated with  Miss  West  during  her 
long  career  in  Hollywood,  was  at  her 
bedside  before  she  passed  away.  He 
was  high  in  his  praise  of  her  and 
said  that  because  of  her  death,  the 
motion  picture  industry  has  suffered 
an   irreplaceable   loss. 

Miss  West  is  survived  by  five 
brothers,  all  in  the  RAF.  Funeral 
services  will  be  held  tomorrow  at 
the  Little  Church  of  the  Flowers  at 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery. 


Industry  Can't  Recall 
Over-Age  Veterans 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  civilian  activity,  an  official  of  G-l, 
the  Army's  manpower  branch  said. 
In  general,  however,  the  policy  upon 
release  of  these  men  provides  for 
discharge  only  if  they  are  to  take 
up  in  civilian  life  a  job  held  essen- 
tial by  the  WMC. 

The  question  arose  over  reports 
of  men  recently  discharged  as  over- 
age who  went  back  immediately  to 
jobs  as  theater  managers  and  film 
salesmen.  The  Army  does  not  go 
beyond  WMC  policy,  it  was  made 
clear,  but  just  as  with  selective  ser- 
vice operations,  final  decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  to  grant  requests  for 
over-age  discharges  are  to  be  de- 
cided upon  individually  by  the  vari- 
ous commanding  officers. 

In  a  number  of  instances,  The  Film  Daily 
was  told,  men  have  been  discharged  to  accept 
essential  jobs  and  have  then  shifted  to  work 
not  so  recognized  by  the  WMC  (and,  conse- 
quently, by  the  Army).  Until  this  month 
there  was  nothing  the  Army  could  do  about 
it,  since  the  discharged  man  became  a  civilian 
as    soon   as   his   papers    were    stamped. 

A  new  change  in  the  discharge  policy,  how- 
ever, provides  that  any  man  discharged  be- 
cause he  is  38  or  older  is  to  be  considered 
a  member  of  the  Enlisted  Reserve.  This  ap- 
plies to  all  such  discharges  after  April  1 
of  this  year.  The  Army,  thus,  can  call  back 
to  service  if  it  so  desires,  any  man  who 
\1?*?%.  a    '3oh    ^cognized    as    essential    by 

WMC,  then  gives  it  up  for  a  job  not  so 
recognized. 

Thus  there  now  stands  a  definite  official 
bar  to  a  return  to  the  film  industry  by  ex- 
managers  and  ex-film  salesmen  who  secure 
their  Army   discharge   on   the  grounds  of  age. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

33  Surveys  Made  for 
Metro  in  Six  Months 


Motion  Picture  Research  Bureau 
has  completed  33  assignments  in  the 
last  six  months  for  M-G-M  for  which 
the  Bureau  works  exclusively  under 
the  guidance  of  Leo  Handel  and  su- 
pervision of  Howard  Dietz.  Recent 
surveys,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day, revealed  that  "The  Human 
Comedy"  received  the  best  audience 
rating  of  all  pictures  covered  and 
that  Margaret  O'Brien  is  considered 
tops  in  her  class  by  the  public  al- 
though she  has  appeared  in  only  one 
picture,  "Journey  for  Margaret." 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Will  Fete  Dick  Murphy 

Albany — Dick  Murphy,  manager 
of  Proctor's,  Schenectady,  leaves  la- 
ter this  month  for  Army  Officers 
Candidate  School.  Exhibs  in  Schenec- 
tady will  fete  Murphy  at  the  Elks 
Club  in  that  city  Thursday  with  Sol 
Ullman,  Fabian  city  manager,  in 
charge  of  the  party. 


Versatile  Joe 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Versatile  Joe 
Corwel,  operator  of  the  Liberty  The- 
ater, will  do  mason  work  on  the 
side,  and  cultivate  six  acres  of  Victory 
vegetables  in  Monroe,  this  Summer, 
aside   from   running  his  theater. 


DAILY 


Tuesday,  April  13,  194! 


House  Passes  Kilday 
Bill;  Goes  to  Senate 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

this  bill  becomes  law  the  entire  elab- 
orate system  of  essential  job  listings 
by  WMC  will  be  thrown  aside,  with 
a  man's  famiy  status  the  only  im- 
portant consideration  by  local  draft 
boards  as  they  decide  who  goes  into 
uniform  and  who  not. 

While  McNutt  and  Selective  Ser- 
vice Director  Hershey  told  the  press 
of  their  plans,  which  would  leave 
studios  in  a  fairly  good  position 
relatively,  the  House  was  debating 
and  finally  passing  without  serious 
opposition  the  Kilday  measure  which 
would  remove  the  preferred  posi- 
tion the  studios  now  enjoy  over  the- 
aters and  exchanges. 

The  huge  shrinkage  of  the  man- 
power pool  and  the  large  number  of 
deferments  for  physical  reasons 
make  it  seem  fairly  certain,  how- 
ever, that  fathers  in  the  industry 
will  be  called  in  rather  large  num- 
be:s  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Im- 
portant difference  between  the  WMC 
plans  and  those  of  the  House  is  that 
WMC  fully  intends  to  protect  from 
military  liability  as  long  as  possible 
those  men  in  the  so-called  essential 
jobs,  while  the  House  would  com- 
pletely ignore  the  skills  of  the  in- 
dividuals, providing  for  induction 
solely  on  the  basis  of  tbeir  depend- 
ency status. 

Under  the  Kilday  Bill,  authored  by 
Representative  Paul  J.  Kilday  of 
Texas,  the  categories  for  drafting 
are  set  up  as  follows: 

"1.  Men  without  dependents.  2. 
Single  men  with  dependents.  3.  Mar- 
lied  men  without  children,  provid- 
ing the  relationship  is  bona  fide  and 
the  marriage  took  place  before  Dec. 
8,  1941.  4.  Men  with  wives  and  chil- 
dren or  children  alone,  maintaining 
a  bona  fide  relationship,  whose  mar- 
riage took  place  before  Dec.  8,  1941." 

The  Selective  Service  practice  of 
considering  only  children  conceived 
before  Dec.  8,  1941,  is  thus  done 
away  with.  The  date  of  the  mar- 
riage alone  is  considered  germane 
in  the  House  bill. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•      •      •       Presenting  Interesting  Personalities       •      •      • 

DOUGLAS  SIRK.  Producer-director-writer.  Born  in  Denmark,  1900.  Studied 
at  the  universities  of  Munich  and  Hamburg,  achieving  "star  rating"  as  a 
soccer  player.  Directed  his  first  play,  "As  You  Like  It,"  when  he  was  23. 
Producer-director  of  famous  Leipzig  State  Theatre. 
Prior  to  Nazi  regime,  one  of  the  outstanding  men  of 
the  German  theater.  "Ninth  Symphony,"  which  he  wrote 
and  directed  for  Ufa  received  first  prize  at  the  1936 
Biennial  World  Exhibition  of  Pictures  in  Venice  as 
world's  most  outstanding  musical  production.  Awarded 
gold  medal  at  1937  Paris  Exposition.  Passport  con- 
fiscated by  the  Nazis.  Escaped  to  the  United  States 
with  his  wife  in  1938.  Returned  to  Europe  to  fullfil  pic- 
ture commitments  in  France  and  Holland.  Wrote  and 
directed  "Chanson  de  Souvenir,"  "Accord  Finale,"  "Spring 
Comedy"  and  "Boefje."  Came  back  to  the  United  States 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Wrote  "The  Enchanted 
City"  for  M-G-M  and  "Women  They  Talk  About"  for 
Warners.  Now  under  contract  to  Columbia.  Granted 
leave  of  absence  to  direct  and  script  "The  Hangman," 
Angelus-M-G-M  production.  Carpentry  and  sailing  ad- 
dict.    Is  married.     Hair,  blond.     Eyes,  blue.     Stands,  6,  1. 


Lent  Fails  to  Dent  Biz 
In  Milwaukee  First-Runs 


Congress  Resents   F.D.R.'s 
Salary  Ceiling  Statement 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Reaction  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  President 
Roosevelt's    handling    of    the    debt 


WAR  SERVICE 

...  on  the  Film  Front 


Houston,  Tex. — First  of  the  Interstate 
nabes  to  sponsor  a  Victory  Garden  is  the 
Almeda,  Alvin  Guggenheim,  manager.  Vacant 
lot  adjoining  the  Almeda  is  owned  by  Inter- 
state, which  contributes  the  ground,  the 
seeds  and  the  tools.  The  gardening  will 
be  done  by  20  boys  and  girls  of  San  Jacinto 
High  School,  working  after  school.  Vege- 
tables raised  are  to  be  donated  to  the 
Methodist  Crippled  Children's  Hospital  here. 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — First  run  and 
de  luxe  nabe  business  continues  to  be 
good  here  despite  the  Lenten  season, 
accoiding  to  local  exhibitors.  The 
smaller  neighborhoods  report  spotty 
takes,  however. 

Policy  of  operating  24  hours  a 
day  on  Wednesdays,  •  inaugurated 
several  weeks  ago  at  Fox's  Palace, 
first  run  house,  has  been  extended  to 
Fridays  and  Sundays.  Late  Satur- 
day night  shows,  fathered  by  Fox 
at  the  circuit's  Wisconsin  and  Palace 
are  now  also  being  sported  by  the 
Warner  and  Riverside  theaters  as 
well. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

"Crash  Dive"  Acclaimed 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Complete  approval 
and  general  enthusiasm  for  20th 
Century-Fox's  "Crash  Dive"  wag 
registered  yesterday.  The  picture, 
Tyrone  Power's  last  before  entering 
the  service,  was  screened  for  naval 
reviewers  and  high  ranking  officers. 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Rose  Slowly  Recovering 

Chicago — Sid  Rose,  UA  exchange 
manager,  is  slowly  recovering  from 
his  illness. 


limit  bill,  with  the  rider  which  killed 
his  $25,000  salary  ceiling  order, 
was  mostly  unfavorable.  His  failure 
to  sign  the  bill  and  his  statement 
castigating  Congress  for  overriding 
his  salary  order  were  resented  by 
a  great  many  legislators,  making  it 
virtually  certain  that  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive will  be  unable  to  gain  by 
legislative  action  any  substitute 
measure  which  might  satisfy  him. 

Until  Sunday  there  was  a  slight 
chance  that  Congress  might  con- 
sider some  form  of  ceiling  for  all 
income,  which  even  administration 
supporters  have  long  felt  would  be 
far  more  equitable  than  the  limit- 
ing of  salaries  alone.  The  Presi- 
dent's action,  however,  makes  it 
unlikely  that  any  such  measure  will 
be  put  through. 


Dominion  Commons 
To  See  "Desert  Victory' 


Montreal  —  Premier  Mackenzie 
King  yesterday  extended  an  invita- 
tion to  the  House  of  Commons  to  a 
special  Wednesday  showing  of  the 
film  "Desert  Victory"  and  declared 
this  British  portrayal  of  the  North 
African  campaign  should  be  an 
added  incentive  to  those  who  will 
speak  in  support  of  the  fourth  Vic- 
tory Loan  during  the  Easter  recess 
which  begins  April  16. 

Premier  King  said  he  had  received 
a  copy  of  the  film  from  Prime  Min- 
ister Churchill,  that  he  had  seen  the 
film  and  had  been  "deeply  im- 
pressed." Senators  also  will  be  in- 
vited  to   the   showing. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

WAC  Aids  No-Accident  Drive 

Special  10-foot  trailer  bearing  the 
legend,  "Save  Manpower  for  War- 
power — Stop  Accidents  Now!",  is  in 
exchanges  to  be  affixed  to  features, 
shorts  and  newsreels  in  an  effort  to 
assist  in  lowering  the  rising  number 
of  war  plant  accidents.  WAC  volun- 
teered its  services  to  the  National 
Safety    Council. 

—Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Pal  Increases  Staff  100% 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood — George  Pal's  new  Sig-> 
nal  Corps  contract  in  addition  to 
that  with  the  Navy  will  bring  a  100 
per  cent  personnel  jump  at  the  Pup- 
petoon    Studios. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Second  FPC  25c  Dividend 

Toronto — Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian has  declared  its  second  dividend 
of  25c  for  the  calendar  year  on  the 
outstanding  common  shares,  pay- 
able May  1. 

—Buy  More  War  Bonds— 

Chi.  BFC  Elects  Friday 

Chicago — Annual  meeting  and  elec- 
tion of  officers  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  of  Chicago,  will  be  held  Fri- 
day. Nina  Y.  Holton  is  retiring  presi- 
dent. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

TED  MO  RITO'S  ORK,  "Melody   Parade,"   Moni 

CHARLES    SCHOENBAUM,    cameraman,    for    "1 

Hiddle    Diddle,"    UA-Stone. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

JACQUES    TOURNEUR,    director,    "This    \M 

sia,"    RKO. 
MARK  ROBSON,  director,  "The  Seventh  Vicnfn  I 

RKO. 
WILLIAM    JACOBS,    producer,    "The    Pentacle  ■ 

Warners. 
PAUL    GANCELIN,    BRENDA    WEISBERC,    scri| 

of  "Sherlock  Holmes  vs.  Moriarty,"  Universal 
• 

CASTINGS 

HUMPHREY  BOGART,  NANCY  COLEMAl 
"The  Pentacle,"  Warners;  CONNIE  BENNI,  "I 
Diddle  Diddle,"  UA-Stone;  REGINALD  DENS' 
JEROME  COWAN,  "Fired  Wife,"  Universa 
ANN  MILLER,  "Hey,  Rookie,"  Columbia;  ANDF. 
CHARLOT,  MANTAN  MORELAND,  RULOFF  FOI 
LETT  and .  LUNARD,  "Melody  Parade,"  Mony 
gram;  GEORGE  CLEVELAND,  "Mcleod's  Folly* 
Cagney-UA;  ADELE  MARA,  VI  ATHENS,  "Rigl 
Guy,"  Columbia;  HARRY  TYLER,  "What's  Bu; 
zin',  Cousin,"  Columbia;  RED  SKELTON,  "M 
Co-ed,"  Metro;  ELEANOR  PARKER;  "Mr.  Skef 
ington,"  Warners;  JACK  LEE,  "Appointmen^ 
in  Berlin,"  Columbia;  ISOBEL  ELSOM,  "Witl" 
out    Notice,"    Columbia. 

SCHEDULED  

"Curse  of  the  Cat  People,"  by  DEWITT  BODE'EI 
RKO. 

• 

STORY  PURCHASES 

DON    EDDY'S    "American    Workers    Licked    Ron 

mel,"   by   Metro. 
CHARLES  L.   LEONARD'S  "The   Fanatic  of  Fez 

by  RKO. 
RUTH    McKENNY'S   "Washington,    I    Love   You 

by    Columbia.' 
SINCLAIR    LEWIS'S    "Handbook    for    Jealousy 

by  Warners. 

• 

NEW  TERMERS 

MICHAEL  ARLEN,   Metro. 

ANDREW    MARTON,    director,    Metro. 

VERA   HRUBA,    Czechoslovakia!!    skating   cham 

Republic. 
PAULETTE  GODDARD,  Para. 
JAMES  BROWN,  Para. 
SONNY    TUFTS,    Para. 
HELEN    WALKER,    Para. 
MARJORIE    REYNOLDS,    Para. 


Kuykendall  Will  Address 
SMPE's  Spring  Conventioi 


Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  presiden 
will  address  the  get-together  lur1 
cheon  opening  the  three-day  Sprin 
convention  of  the  SMPE  on  May 
Exhibitors  attending  the  MPTO. 
board  meeting  here  May  4-6  will  a' 
tend  and  participate  in  the  SMP: 
sessions.  Kuykendall  will  delivc 
the  keynote  address  of  the  engineer: 
convention.  All  sessions  will  be  hel 
at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

AMG  Re-Elects  Allenberg  Prex 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  <DA1L> 
Hollywood — Bert  Allenberg,  wh 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Ai 
tists'  Managers  Guild  for  the  pas 
two  years,  has  been  re-elected  t 
that  post  for  another  year. 

—Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

"U"  Hub  Branch  Moves 

Boston  —  Universale  branch  ha: 
moved  into  new  quarters.  Building 
in  the  heart  of  the  Film  Row,  wa: 
formerly  occupied  by  RKO  bu 
has  been  practically  rebuilt. 
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JEW  HOPE  FOR  MORE  GAS  FOR  SALESMEN 

Zoe  Assails  Army  Newspaper  Blast  on  H'wood 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


•By  ANDREW  H.   OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON 
:;  'HE  swift  passage  of  the  Kilday  bill  Mon- 
day by  the  House  came  as  a  surprise  to 
Kt  observers  here.  Eventual  approval  for 
e  bill  was  looked  for,  but  not  before 
ngthy  and  heated  debate.  Although  the 
acing   of   the    basis    for    induction   strictly 

La  man's  dependency  status  means  a  real 
ak  to  theaters  and  exchanges,  which  have 
■ver    had    proper    treatment    from    WMC, 
e  fact  remains  that  production  of  weapons 
r   war   and    food — than    which    nothing   is 
ore     important    today — is    apt     to    suffer 
ider  the  Kilday  formula.  .  .  .  One  interest- 
g  aspect  is  that  the  swift  action  by  the 
..Lwer  house  indicates  congressmen  are  firm- 
■    convinced  that  the  Kilday  system  is  pop- 
ar    with    the    public.      This    clashes    with 
eneral     Hershey's     pronouncement     of     a 
iuple   of   weeks   ago   that   the   public   still 
ilieves  in  leaving  young  men  in  important 
jfense    work,    taking    family    men    instead. 
..  .  ershey  looked  for  a  gradual  change  in  the 
58   jblic    attitude.      The    congressmen    think 
iO$('s  here.  .  .  . 

e  e 

"HE    rumor    persists    here    that    Lt.    Col. 

Frank  Capra  will  be  called  to  Capitol  Hill 

I  ;fore  another  few  weeks  pass.     Thus  far 

eve  been  unable  to  discover  who  will  do 

•e    calling.      While    there    are    aspects    of 

-    s  present  work  which  might  be  turned  into 

'    aadlines,   Capra's   major   crime,   of   course, 


:t 


:•* 


irred  resentment  on  the  Hill  when  it  ap- 


eared,  and   that  resentment  evidently  still 
inkles.    .    .    .     e   Possibly    the    War    De- 
artment  will  rule  on  Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck's 
^i  implication  for  the  inactive  list  this  week. . . . 
;j  ndersecretary   Patterson   was  out  of  town 
II  last  week.    Although  it  looked  ten  days 
J   go,    after    the    second    and    final    Truman 
.barbecue''  party,  as  if  the  application  would 
■i;e   denied,    subsequent    telling    off   of    the 
ruman   group   by  several   members  of   the 
enate  Military  Affairs  Committee,  implying 
lat  they  don't  object  to  the  Army's  reach- 
•g  its  own   decisions   as   to   what   men    it 
■  eeds  and  how  to  use  them,  may  give  Pat- 
parson  all  the  justification  he  needs  to  al- 
:•  iw  Zanuck  to  doff  his  uniform.  .  .  .  In- 
,jj  identally,   the   man   who   did    most  of   the 
piling    off   was    "Happy"    Chandler,    Ken- 
jcky  sensator. 

e  e 

OCALLY,    Dan    Terrell's   on    leave    from 
"  Loew's.  being  "processed"  in  New  York 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


MPPDA  Counsel  Says 
Stars  and  Stripes  Edi- 
torial is  Unjustified 

An  editorial  in  the  American 
Army  newspaper  Stars  and  Stripes 
condemning  the  "flag  waving"  in 
motion  pictures  drew  the  fire  of 
Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice-president 
and  general  counsel  of  the  MPPDA. 

The  editorial,  Coe  said,  "is  totally 
inconsistent  with  reports  from  every 
military  commander  and  every  mem- 
ber of  our  armed  troops  from  whom 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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45  USO-Camp  Shows 
Units  Sent  Abroad 


Recruited  by  its  Advisory  Talent 
Booking  Committee,  composed  of 
vaude  bookers  for  Paramount,  War- 
ners, Loew's,  RKO  and  indie  the- 
aters, USO-Camp  Shows,  Inc.,  has 
sent  a  total  of  266  entertainers  in 
45  units  to  entertain  American 
troops  overseas,  the  OWI  reported 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

WIB  Reorganization  May 
See  Grierson  Relieved 


Ottawa  —  Reorganization  of  the 
Wartime  Information  Board  is 
mooted  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
flare-up  in  connection  with  the  fancy 
salaries  paid  to  film,  radio  and  press 
writers,  photographists  and  propa- 
gandists, the  total  expenditure  for 
(Continued   on   Page   6) 


THEATER  BOND 
SALES  SPURT 

Loew   Circuit  Expects   April 
Sale  of  $6,250,000 


Widespread  promotion  being  given 
to  the  Second  War  Loan  has  re- 
sulted in  a  tremendous  spurt  in 
War  Bond  sales  at  theater  booths 
throughout  New  York  City  and  the 
country,  according  to  reports  being 
received  by  the  War  Bond  Depart- 
ment of  the  Loew's  circuit.  Where- 
as Loew  houses  have  been  averag- 
ing Bond  and  Stamp  sales  of  around 
$3,125,000  per  month,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  April  sales  will  be 
doubled  and  bring  the  total  sales 
since  last  September  to  over  $25,- 
000,000  by  May  1. 

Seven  months  total  through 
March  was  $22,398,883.40,  according 
to  figures  announced  yesterday  by 
the  Loew  Home  Office.     The  March 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

— Buy  More  War  Bond-, — 

Silverslone  Proposes 
Business  Freedoms 


"Four  business  freedoms"  have 
been  proposed  by  Murray  Silver- 
stone  as  the  basis  for  20th  Century- 
Fox's  foreign  policy.  The  newly 
named  vice-president  and  foreign  de- 
partment chief  outlined  the  points 
of  his  "four  freedoms"  yesterday  at 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


at 


ot  Films 


Can  Hinder  Democracy— -Justice  Frankfurter 


Goldwyn  Consults  Navy 
Sec;  Perhaps  on  New  Pic 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Samuel  Goldwyn 
left  here  yesterday  after  two  days 
of  consultation  with  various  Gov- 
ernment officials  regarding  a  new 
production    he    has    in   mind.       Al- 

( Continued   on   Page   6) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Striking  sharply  at 
the  misuse  of  the  films,  radio  and 
other  media  of  public  information, 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix  Frank- 
furter said  yesterday  that  "manipu- 
lation" of  these  media  has  greatly 
enlarged  the  problems  of  maintain- 
ing Democracy  on  a  sure  footing. 

The  Justice  was  at  the  Library  of 

{Continued   on   Page   6) 


Issuance  of  "C"  Books  for 
Charlotte,  N.  C„  Exchange 
Area  Viewed  as  Precedent 


Some  hope  for  increased  gasoline 
mileage  for  film  salesmen  was  re- 
newed yesterday  when  it  was  learned 
that  branch  managers  and  salesmen 
in  Charlotte  had  been  issued  "C" 
books.  While  the  OPA  rejected  the 
plea  of  W.  E.  Rodgers,  chairman  of 
the  distributors'  committee  of  the 
WAC,  for  more  liberal  gasoline  al- 
lotments to  film  salesmen,  the  ration 
board   in   Charlotte   has   seen   fit   to 

{Continued   on   Page   6) 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Costs  Big  Slake  in 
UA's  Crescent  Plea 


Nashville,  Tenn. — When  Edward  J. 
Raftery,  president  of  United  Artists 
and  chief  counsel  for  "Little  Three" 
group  of  distributors  in  the  Crescent 
trial,  faces  Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies 
in  U.  S.  District  Court  here  next 
Monday  he  will  chiefly  plead  that  the 
distributors  be  relieved  of  a  share 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Memorial  Services  Held 
For  the  Late  Arthur  Lee 


Friends  of  the  late  Arthur  A.  Lee 
attended  a  memorial  service  for  him 
at  Cook's  Memorial  Chapel  yester- 
day. Among  those  present  were 
Jack  Cohn,  Pat  Casey,  Oscar  Han- 
son,    Charles     Mavety,     O.     Henry 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


N.  Y.  Critics  Circle 
Picks  "The  Patriots" 

"The  Patriots,"  Sidney  Kingsley's 
drama,  was  chosen  as  the  best  Amer- 
ican play  of  the  current  Broadway 
season  by  the  New  York  Drama 
Critics'  Circle  at  the  Hotel  Algon- 
quin yesterday.  Thornton  Wilder's 
"Skin  of  Our  Teeth"  and  Irving 
Berlin's  "This  Is  the  Army"  came  in 
second  and  third,  in  the  order  men- 
tioned. No  play  was  deemed  worthy 
for   the  foreign   award. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Tuesday,  April  13) 


NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)  16         15%     16         

Con.     Fm.     Ind \%       1 1/2       1%      

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...    1334     133A     133/4—     % 

East.  Kodak   158Vg   158       158Vs   +     Vs 

do    pfd 

Gen.     Prec.     Eq 187/8     18%     18%  —     Vs 

Loew's,    Inc 53'/2     51  y2     53y2  —     Va, 

Paramount      ZIVs     21 i/4     22%   +     Vs 

RKO    73/8       7i/8       73/8   +     Vs 

RKO    $6    pfd 82i/2     82         82i/2   +     Vi 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    19%      18  19'/8   +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  3Q3/8     30         303/8  —     l/8 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 11%     11%     11%   +      'A 

do    pfd 80 V8     80         80      —     Vs 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.   Picts.   deb.   4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103       1021/2   103       +     1/2 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1%       13,4       13,4     

Radio-Keith   cvs 1V4       1%       1  Vi     

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3%       3%      

Technicolor     10  9%       95/8  —     % 

Trans-Lux      2'/2       2%       2l/2  —     1/4 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...    16%     16%      16%  —     % 

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   The    a.Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 68%     703,4 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Rites  for  Sergt.  R.  O.  Mayors 

Last  rites  for  Sergt.  Robert  O. 
Mayors,  22-year-old  actor,  who  died 
in  Quebec  on  Saturday  of  injuries 
suffered  during  a  Commando  raid 
in  Norway  while  serving  with  the 
Royal  Montreal  Regiment  of  the 
Canadian  Army,  were  held  yesterday 
at  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
Manhattan.  Burial  was  in  Green- 
wood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn. 


Reeling  'Round  — 
WASHINGTON 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

preparatory  to  taking  off  for  Dublin,  where 
he'll  represent  OWI.  ...  •  Al  Sherman 
has  come  around  nicely,  leaving  the  hospital 
Tuesday  after  an  operation.  ...  •  We 
learn  that  Warner's  Joseph  Bernhard  will  be 
a  Washington  resident  week-ends  for  some 
time,  giving  the  Navy  his  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  as  a  regular  thing.  ...  •  The 
National  Press  Club,  we're  told,  is  to  get  a 
private  showing  of  "Mission  to  Moscow," 
with  WB  extremely  anxious  to  get  the 
press  reaction,  with  a  view  to  further 
snipping.  .  .  .  •  The  local  trade  com- 
pletely captivated  by  Fred  Beetson  and 
"Socker"  Coe  during  a  luncheon  at  the 
Willard  last  Saturday. 


Harmon-Beetson  Meeting 
With  Gen  Surles  Deferred 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  meeting  of  the 
WAC  with  Maj.  Gen.  Alexander 
Surles  and  other  officers  of  the 
Army's  Bureau  of  Public  Relations, 
scheduled  for  today  in  Washington, 
has  been  postponed  until  next  week, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  WAC 
Executive  Secretary  Francis  H. 
Harmon  said  that  the  Army  found 
itself  unable  to  produce  one  man  it 
desired  to  have  attend  the  meeting 
and  he  himself  was  unable  to  pro- 
duce a  couple  of  film  executives  he 
hoped  to  have  on  hand  today  in 
Washington. 

Harmon  left  town  yesterday  with  Fred  Beet- 
son,  MPPDA  executive  and  Pacific  Coast 
WAC  executive,  who  had  come  to  Washington 
with  him  Monday  evening  for  the  meeting 
scheduled    for   today. 

When  the  meeting  finally  is  convened, 
prints  of  the  first  three  of  the  orientation 
films  made  for  the  Army  by  Lt.  Col.  Frank 
Capra  will  be  screened  and  WAC  executives 
will  be  called  upon  to  indicate  their  attitude 
toward  distributing  these  films  for  general 
public  showing.  The  Army  is  thought  to  be 
particularly  anxious  to  have  these  either  one 
of  the  first  two  films — "Prelude  to  War"  or 
"The  Nazis  Strike" —  shown  but  is  also 
interested  in  public  distribution  for  the  rest 
of    the    series. 

Gen.  Surles  has  not  yet  broached  to  WAC 
the  matter  of  a  regular  period  for  the  Army 
on  theater  programs  each  week.  He  is  known 
to  be  interested  in  obtaining  a  prescribed  por- 
tion of  the  program  in  each  theater,  and  has 
mentioned  the  subject  in  informally  but  no 
formal  proposition  has  yet  been  made.  Lowell 
Mellett,  OWI  motion  picture  chief,  said  yes- 
terday that  Surles  has  mentioned  something  of 
the.  sort  in  conversation,  but  has  not  made 
any  proposals  to  OWI  or  for  OWI  trans- 
mission to  the  industry.  He  refused  to  dis- 
cuss   the    Surles   proposals   in    detail. 

Both  Mellett  and  OWI  Director  Elmer 
Davis  are  expected  to  be  on  hand  for  the 
meeting    next    week. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Malmuth  Heads  S.O.S.  Sales 

Joseph  A.  Malmuth  has  been  elect- 
ed vice-president  in  charge  of  sales 
by  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.  Mal- 
muth resigned  recently  as  general 
purchasing  agent  for  the  Lichtman 
Theaters  Circuit  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  to  go  with  S.O.S. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

RKO  to  Tradeshow  Four  May  3-6 

RKO  will  hold  trade  screenings 
on  four  productions  May  3-6  in  the 
company's  exchanges.  Product  to 
be  shown  are  "Mrs.  Lucky,"  "The 
Leopard  Man,"  "Gildersleeve's  Bad 
Day"  and  "Squadron  Leader  X." 


LETTERS 


Editor,  The   Film    Daily, 

The  American  Red  Cross  and  its 
national  officers  greatly  appreciate 
the  splendid  co-operation  you  have 
given  us  in  our  1943  War  Fund 
campaign.  Being  enabled,  through 
the  columns  of  your  publication,  to 
reach  a  wider  circle  of  supporters 
has  materially  contributed  to  the 
success  of  this,  our  largest  single 
appeal  ever  made  to  the  American 
people. 

Believe  me,  it  is  with  a  deep  sense 
of  personal  appreciation  that  I  ex- 
press  our  gratitude. 

G.  STEWART  BROWN, 

National  Director,  Public 
Information  Service,  Amer- 
ican  Red    Cross. 


Balabans  and  Brantons 
Give  Memorial  to  Blank 


Des  Moines,  la.— A  gift  of  $2,000 
for  construction  of  a  headquarters 
building  for  the  Boy  Scout  camp  in 
memory  of  Raymond  Blank  was 
made  by  Barney  Balaban,  president 
of  Paramount;  John  Balaban,  presi- 
dent of  B  &  K;  and  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  general  manager  of  Tri-States 
Theater  Corp.,  and  Mrs.  Branton. 
One-half  of  the  gift  was  from  the 
two  Balabans  and  the  other  half  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Branton. 

Raymond  Blank,  son  of  A.  H. 
Blank,  head  of  Tri-States,  died 
March  7  of  a  heart  attack.  One  of 
his  major  activities  was  the  Boy 
Scouts  and  he  was  an  Eagle  Scout 
at  the  age  of  13,  the  youngest  in 
the  U.  S. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Journal-Amer.  Amusement 
Space  Up  29.9%  in  Quarter 


Giving  added  emphasis  to  the  ris- 
ing tide  of  film  advertising  in  the 
metropolitan  dailies,  it  was  learned 
yesterday  that  the  New  York  Jour- 
nal-American in  the  first  quarter  of 
1943  scored  a  record  gain  of  29.9 
per  cent  in  amusement  ad  lineage. 
Total  amusement  copy  carried  hit 
235,728  lines,  an  increase  of  54,228. 

While  the  aggregate  represents 
both  film  and  legit,  space,  the  former 
predominated.  Figure  is  the  largest 
total  for  any  quarter  since  the  mer- 
ger of  Hearst's  two  dailies.  Amuse- 
ment business  carried  by  the  eve- 
ning Journal-American  was  said  to 
top   the  six-day  field. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

To  Okay  Local  109-Rep.  Pact 

Approval  of  the  contract  between 
the  Screen  Office  and  Professional 
Employes  Guild,  Local  109,  UOPWA, 
and  Republic  Pictures  is  expected 
tonight  at  a  meeting  of  union  mem- 
bers employed  by  the  company.  Sub- 
stantial increases  are  provided  for 
in  the  contract,  which  covers  some 
60  white-collar  workers  at  the  Re- 
public home  office.  The  contract 
was   signed   last  week. 


COmiRG  and  GOMG 


<) 


ED  HINCHY,  head  of  Warners'  playdate  de 
partment,  left  last  night  for  a  trip  to  th  ' 
Chicago   and    Milwaukee   territories. 

PAT  CASEY,  studio  labor  contact,  expect 
to   return   to  the  Coast  over  the  week-end. 

G.      L.      CARRINGTON,      vice-president     . 
general   manager  of  Altec  Service,   has   left  Ne< 
York    for    Los    Angeles. 

CHARLES     FRANCIS    COE,    ARTHUR    De/ 
DUKE    HICKEY    and    ROY    NORR   left   last 
for   Detroit. 

BERT   STEARN    left   last   night   for  Chicago. 

JOE  MOSKOWITZ  leaves  Friday  for  the  Coas 

W.  R.  FRANK  is  in  Hollywood  from  Minns 
apo!is  in  connection  with  his  production  of  "D 
Paul   Joseph  Goebbels,   his   Life  and   Loves." 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Ralph  Capone  Revealed  a: 
Grand  Jury  Witness  Here 

Ralph  Capone,  brother  of  Al,  tes 
tified  before  the  special  Feder; 
grand  jury  investigating  racketeei 
ing  in  the  film  industry,  papers  file 
in  New  York  Federal  Court  reveale 
yesterday.  This  disclosure  can 
when  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Bor 
Kostelanetz  requested  Federal  Judg 
John  W.  Clancy  to  authorize  Josep 
Ewing,  secretary  of  the  grand  jur; 
to  proceed  to  Chicago  to  testify 
the  hearing  for  removal  to  Ne 
York  of  the  six  Chicago  gangstei 
named  in  the  Federal  racketeerir 
indictment. 

Ewing  will  be  permitted  to  te 
tify  at  the  Federal  commissioner 
hearing  in  Chicago  that  both  Capoi 
and  Alexander  Louis  Greenberg, 
director  of  the  Manhattan  Brewir 
Co.  of  Chicago,  were  witnesses  f( 
the  Federal  grand  jury.  Capone  ar 
Greenberg  have  been  summoned 
testify  at  the  removal  hearing  i<j 
day. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Week-end  Grosses  Still 
Climb  in  Hub  First-Runs 


Boston  —  Boston  downtown  th 
aters  had  the  biggest  week-end  at 
Monday  in  seven  weeks,  accordir 
to  reports  from  all  of  the  larj 
houses. 

"Air  Force,"  at  the  Metropolita 
led  the  parade  with  the  greate 
gross  in  recent  weeks  while  "Tl 
Amazing  Mrs.  Holiday"  at  the  Kei 
Memorial  was  not  far  behind  ai 
"Keeper  of  the  Flame"  packed  the 
in  at  both  Loew's  State  and  Loew 
Orpheum. 

Paramount  and  Fenway,  playii 
"The  Hard  Way,"  had  anything  b 
that. 
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The  Star,  FA  LA 

"I  am  also  the  author. 
It's  the  story  of  my 
day  behind  the 
scenes  in  the  White 
House." 


MY  SUPPORTING  CAST 

The  Chief Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

Diana Diana  Hopkins 

A  Visitor Winston  Churchill 

George Himself 

Secret  Service  Man Himself 

I        General  James  H.  Doolittle 
Lt.  Comdr.  Edward  H.  O'Hare 
Also        ....       Soldiers  ...  a  Fish  ...  a  Squirrel 
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Producer 


Leo,  Jr.  of  Metro* Goldwyn -Mayer  proudly  presents  to  the  nation  a  delightful 
one-reel  short  subject:  "FALA,  the  President's  Dog,"  a  PETE  SMITH  Specialty 
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THE  SENSATIONAL  FULL-LENGTH  FEATURE  SHOWING  THE  ROUT 
OF  ROMMEL  BY  MONTGOMERY'S  EIGHTH  ARMY.  PRODUCED  BY  THE 
FILM  UNITS  OF  THE   BRITISH  ARMY  AND  ROYAL  AIR   FORCE 
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Frankfurter  Strikes 
At  Misuse  of  Films 


{Continued  from   Page   1) 

Congress,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jef- 
ferson   bicentennial. 

Defining  Democracy  as  "the  reign 
of  reason,"  Frankfurter  declared 
that  "the  popular  will  can  steer  a 
proper  course  only  when  sufficiently 
enlightened  to  know  what  is  the 
proper  course  to  steer.  No  one  was 
more  conscious  than  he  (Jefferson) 
that  Democracy  is  not  remotely  an 
automatic  device  for  good  Govern- 
ment nor  even  for  a  peaceful  society. 
He  well  knew  that  it  is  dependent 
upon  knowledge  and  wisdom  beyond 
all  other  forms  of  government. 

"The  grandeur  of  the  aims  of 
Democracy,"  he  continued,  "is 
matched  by  the  difficulties  of  their 
achievement.  For  democracy  is  the 
reign  of  reason  on  the  most  exten- 
sive scale.  And  the  difficulties  have 
appallingly  multiplied  since  Jeffer- 
son's day. 

"Not  only  has  our  industrial  civi- 
lization, which  he  so  feared  even  in 
its  incipiency,  thrown  up  an  intri- 
cate range  of  problems,  but  the  mis- 
use and  manipulation  of  modern 
devices,  chain  newspapers,  cheap 
magazines,  popular  polls,  the  movies 
and  the  radio,  have  enormously  en- 
larged opportunities  for  arousing 
passions,  •  confusing  judgment  and 
regimenting  opinion.  And  we  know 
now  how  slender  a  reed  is  reason — 
how  recent  its  emergence  in  men, 
how  deep  the  counter-vailing  in- 
stincts and  passions,  how  treacher- 
ous the  whole  rational  process." 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Leonide  Moguy,  Bryan  Foy 
Assigned  to  20th-Fox  Pix 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Leonide  Moguy,  Eu- 
ropean director,  has  been  given  his 
first  American  assignment  "The 
Night  is  Ending,"  to  co-star  Brenda 
Marshall  and  George  Sanders  for 
20th-Fox.  Andre  Daven  is  the  pro- 
ducer. 

Robert  Maltzer  has  been  assigned 
to  write  20th-Fox's  initial  post-war 
story,  "This  Will  Happen."  Locale 
will  be  Germany.  Bryan  Foy  will 
produce. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Army  Rejects  Kay  Kyser 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Kay  Kyser  has  been 
turned  down  for  military  service  on 
physical  grounds. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Springfield,  III. — Announcement  is 
made  of  the  marriage  of  Laurie 
Coleman  of  Chicago  and  Lt.  Earle 
E.  Baker,  AAF,  which  took  place 
Aug.  10,  1942,  in  St.  Louis.  The 
couple  now  reside  in  Big  Spring, 
Tex.  Before  entering  the  service 
Lt.  Baker  was  employed  by  the 
Kerasotes   Theatei 


•  •      •      THEATER  Guild's  "Oklahoma"  is  a  smash  Broadway  hit — 

may  even  prove  the  Main  Stem's  biggest  b.o.  success  of  the  season 

And   "Oklahoma."   if   you  please,   is   strictly   a  musical   western   on    the 

boards The  Guild  conceded  that  some  months  back  when  it  attempted 

to  secure  Republic's  Roy  Rogers  for  the  starring  role So  the  question 

before  the  house  becomes  this: If  New  Yorkers  will  pay  $4.40  to 

see  a  musical  western  on  the  boards,  isn't  it  conceivable  that  the  Stem's 
de  luxers  are  missing  a  bet  when  they  adhere  to  the  ancient  policy 
of   "no    westerns"? 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     RECOMMENDED   reading:    Sidney    Carroll's   "Everything 

Happens  to  (Leo)  McCarey"  in  May  Esquire  magazine And  Maurice 

Dekobra's  hilarious  French  satire,  "La  Madone  a  Hollywood,"  just  pub- 
lished  by   Didier Latter  details   the  further  adventures  of  Lady 

Diane,  introduced  by  Dekobra  in  "The  Madonna  of  the  Sleeping  Cars." 

V  V  ▼ 

•  •  O  ADD  Coincidences:  As  RKO's  "Flight  for  Freedom"  nears 
the  Music  Hall.  President  Brittain  of  Georgia  School  of  Technology  makes 
news  by  disclosing  the  Navy  theory  on  the  Amelia  Earhart  mystery- 
was  that  the  Japs  had  captured  the  aviatrix.  .  .  •  New  Soviet  documen- 
tary, "Russians  at  War,"  has  its  U.  S.  premiere  at  the  Stanley  here  Apr.  23. 

•  Film  poll  among  immigrants  by  Aufbau,  anti-Nazi  German  language 
paper,  saw  "Mrs.  Miniver."  Greer  Garson  and  Walter  Pidgeon  emerge 
winners.  ...  •  Lester  Cutler,  PRC  producer,  is  backer  of  "Ringside 
Follies,"    Boris    Petroff    revue    now    playing    in    San    Diego,    Calif.    .    .    . 

•  Charlie  Chaplin  will  be  54  Friday.  ...  •  Miriam  Hopkins  will  make 
a  p.a.  tonight  when  Pan-American  Day  is  observed  at  Skouras'  Beacon 
Theater  here  under  the  auspices  of  the  Good  Neighbors  Centers  of  New 
York...... 

V  V  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Goldwyn  Consults  Navy 
Sec;  Perhaps  on  New  Pic 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

though  Goldwyn  himself  was  ex- 
tremely secretive  about  his  business 
in  the  capital,  it  was  definitely  es- 
tablished that  he  saw  not  only  Lo- 
well Mellett  but  also  Navy  Secre- 
tary Frank  Knox. 

It  is  known  that  the  producer  has 
in  mind  a  major  production  con- 
cerned with  one  of  the  nation's  mili- 
tary services  and  it  is  certain  that 
he  saw  Knox  on  the  film.  Whether 
it  deals  with  the  Navy  itself  or  the 
Marine  Corps  or  Coast  Guard,  both 
under  Naval  jurisdiction,  is  not  cer- 
tain. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

25  New  Chi.  V.  C.  Members 

Chicago — The  local  Variety  Club 
held  an  induction  dinner  last  night 
at  the  Blackstohe  Hotel,  taking  in 
'2.7)    new    members. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Sidney  Munter  Dead 

Wilmington,  Del. — Sidney  Munter, 
manager  of  the  Stanley- Warner 
Ritz,  is  dead  here  after  an  opera- 
tion. 


WIB  Reorganization  May 
See  Grierson  Relieved 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

the  period  from  Sept.  9  to  Feb.  13 
being  $579,000. 

John  Grierson,  it  is  rumored,  is 
to  be  relieved  as  general  manager 
of  the  Information  Board  but  will 
continue  as  commissioner  of  the  Na- 
tional Film  Board  in  Ottawa.  It  is 
stated  that  one  reason  why  Grier- 
son will  be  retained  as  directing 
head  of  the  Film  Board  is  that  he 
has  started  an  important  project  in 
the  building  up  of  an  official  film 
library  for  propaganda  purposes  in 
Canada  and  other  countries  after 
the  war. 

Grierson  figures  in  the  possible 
changes,  it  is  understood,  because 
he  issued  a  lengthy  statement  of  de- 
fense for  WIB  salaries  without  con- 
sulting his  Parliamentary  superior, 
Premier  W.  L.  M.  King,  the  latter 
admitting  on  the  floor  of  Commons 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Grier- 
son communique  until  it  was  public 
property. 


New  Hope  for  More 
Gas  For  Salesmen 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

grant  "C"  books  to  the  motion  pic 
ture  men. 

Issuance  of  the  "C"  books  ii 
Charlotte  was  said  to  have  been 
result  •  of  a  one-man  camp 
staged  by  Roy  F.  Branon,  R 
branch  manager,  who  had  been  fig; 
ing  for  more  mileage  since  Janua: . 
Branon  is  said  to  have  used  the  tele 
phone,  mails  and  personal  contact 
to  win  his  argument  that  film  sales 
men   deserved  more  gasoline. 

In  a  few  scattered  areas,  fill 
salesmen  have  been  able  to  get  in 
creased  gasoline,  but  film  sales  ger 
erally  are  said  to  have  been  retardei 
by  the  inability  of  salesmen  to  mair 
tain  their  usual  schedules  of  call; 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

45  USO  Camp  Shows 
Units  to  Foreign  Shores 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

today  in  a  review  of  overseas  wor 
of  the  organization.  Five  of  the  26 
entertainers  met  death  in  plan 
crashes  while  en  route. 

Many  of  the   266   entertainers, 
was  said  by  Lawrence  Phillips,  e), 
ecutive  vice-president  of  USO-Cam 
Shows,  Inc.,  have  gone  to  more  tha 
one  off-shore  base. 

"At  present  units   are  playing  I 
men  of  the  Army  and  Navy  in  Nev 
•foundland,    Bermuda,    Panama,    th! 
Caribbean     Area,     Iceland,     Alaska 
Australia,      Africa,      England      antj 
Northern   Ireland    and    other   poin! 
which   I  can  not   disclose,"   Phillij 
disclosed.      "Some   units   have   gor.j 
where    no    white    woman    had    bet 
seen  before.    Three  units  have  spei, 
the  winter  in  Alaska.     Others  ha\ 
entertained  men  stationed  at  jung 
outposts  and  shared  with  America 
troops   the    shelter   of   a   bombpro< 
previously    built    by    the    German 
They    have    traveled    by    dog    sle 
Army  bomber,  Naval  transport  ai 
commercial  plane.    In  Hawaii,  US( 
Camp    Shows   has   given   more   ths 
4,000  shows  in  the  past  12  months 

All  actors  who  can  afford  it  receive  or 
$10  per  day  for  personal  expenses,  with  ma 
"name"  stars  rinding  themselves  world 
alongside  less  well-to-do  performers  whq 
financial  status  make  it  imperative  that  thj 
receive  $100  weekly.  In  addition  to  t 
financial  sacrifice  while  they  are  actually  woi 
ing,  OWI  reports,  stars  and  their  studii 
when  they  are  on  salary  often  lose  the 
sands  of  dollars  while  waiting  for  their  toi 
to  be  arranged.  Six  weeks  of  waiting— 
from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  per  week — we 
reiorted  in  the  case  of  the  Kay  Francis-Mi 
Mayfair-Carole    Landis-Martha    Raye    quarte 


STORKS 


San    Francisco— Willis    Bell,    fc 

mer  adsales  manager  at  the  20t 
Fox  exchange  who  is  now  in  t 
Navy,  has  become  the  dad  of  a  ba1 
girl. 


ednesday,  April  14,  1943 


THE' 


DAILY 


am  to  Conduct  Sales 
ets  in  Six  Exchanges 


ert  M.  Stearn,  Western  division 
nager  of  United  Artists,  will  con- 
t  a  series  of  sales  meetings  in 
exchanges.  Highlights  of  each 
tting  will  be  the  discussion  of 
es  plans  for  the  Hunt  Stromberg 
•duction  "Lady  of  Burlesque." 
<sions  will  be  held  in  Chicago, 
Jiver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle, 
i  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 
;arn   left   last  night  for  Chicago. 


Seattle  Spends  More 
For  Shows  Than  N.  Y. 

Seattle,  Wash. — Residents  here, 
according  to  a  survey  completed  by 
Willard  Coghlan,  drama  editor  of 
The  Star,  spend  more  on  shows,  per 
person,  than  New  Yorkers.  The 
survey  revealed  that  the  Seattle  war 
plant  area — which  included  Bremer- 
ton, Tacoma  and  Renton — is  doing 
the  largest  per  capita  business  of 
any  similar  area  in  the  United  States. 


Aussies  Give  Distribs. 
30  Days  to  File  Briefs 


Australia's  price  fixing  regulation 
as  it  applies  to  film  rentals  has  been 
postponed  for  30  days  to  allow  Amer- 
ican film  companies  to  forward 
briefs,  explaining  their  position,  to 
the  American  minister  in  Canberra. 
Under  the  law,  rentals  and  percent- 
age terms  would  be  pegged  at  the 
policies  prevailing  on  April  15,  1942. 
The  law,  as  it  affects  other  com- 
modities, went  into  effect  on  April  9. 


Bookers  Turn  Salesmen 
In  Warner  Sales  Drive 


Augmenting  the  work  of  sales- 
men, bookers  in  Warners  exchanges 
accomplished  one  of  the  biggest 
feats  in  10  years  by  selling  55,850 
features,  shorts  and  trailers  in  the 
first  15  weeks  of  the  company's  cur- 
rent Drive  of  Champions  which  ends 
May  8.  Total  comprised  16,397  fea- 
ture bookings,  26,901  shorts  and 
12,552   trailers. 


HIS  BEST  BY  FAR  TO   DATE- Weekly  Variety 


ROY  ROGERS  •  TRIGGER  2ESS- -,  w  BURNETTE 
""KING  OF  THE  COWBOYS" 

■in  BOB  NOLAN  AND  THE  SONS  OF  THE  PIONEERS  -  PEGGY  MOHAN 

Gerald  M0HR  •  Dorothea  KENT  •  Lloyd  C0RRIGAN  *  Joseph  kane,  Director  •  screen  piay  by  onve  cooper  •  j.  Ben/on  cheney .  original  story  by  Hai  Long 

A  REPUBLIC  PICTURE 
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Coe  Attacks  Army's 
Paper  Pix  Editorial 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
we've  heard."     Continuing  Coe  said, 
"It    denies     statements     of    British 
leaders  all  over  the  Empire  and  it 
is  wholly  unjustified." 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  urged  edi- 
torially the  elimination  of  "flag  wav- 
ing" in  Hollywood  films  sent  over- 
seas. Printed  in  London,  the  Amer- 
ican Army  newspaper  asserted  that 
the  American  flag  "doesn't  need  pub- 
licity," adding  that  the  cinematic 
"flag  waving"  lacks  good  taste. 

"It  is  hard  to  see  yourself  por- 
trayed on  the  screen,"  the  paper 
contends,  "as  a  'bloody  hero'  when 
you  know  you're  surrounded  by  men, 
women  and  children  who  deflnitely 
proved  that  they  are  brave  beyond 
any  ability  of  Hollywood  to  portray." 

The  editorial  adds  that  "  we  would 
appreciate  the  Hays  office  more  if 
it  spent  less  time  cutting  swear 
words  from  the  scripts  of  potential 
war  movies  and  gave  a  little  more 
thought  to  'good  taste'  in  movie 
scripts  designed  for  foreign  con- 
sumption." 

Film  "Flag-Waving"  Charge 
Fails  to  Disturb  Washington 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Complaints  by  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  overseas  service- 
men's publication  which  appeared 
yesterday  in  London,  that  Hollywood 
films  contain  too  much  flag-waving 
failed  to  creat  much  consternation 
here.  WAC-Co-ordinator  Francis  S. 
Harmon  and  Fred  Beetson,  MPPDA 
vice-president,  in  town  for  part  of 
yesterday,  dismissed  the  complaint 
lightly,  stating  that  they  could  dis- 
cuss it  in  more  detail  jf  the  editorial 
had  referred  to  specific  pictures 
which  it  found  objectionable. 

"It's  just  as  with  all  other  professionals," 
said  Harmon.  "Lawyers  and  doctors  and 
other  groups  have  frequently  complained  about 
tile  way  members  of  their  profession  are  por- 
trayed in  pictures,  but  we  know  that  Holly- 
wood has  never  deliberately  set  out  to  be  un- 
fair to  any  profession.  These  men  are 
soldiers.  Perhaps  because  they  have  actually 
been  fighting  the  war  they  do  feel  that  por- 
trayals of  service  men  in  films  are  somewhat 
unrealistic.  Perhaps  the  men  are  a  good 
rleal  more  down-to-earth  in  actual  life  than 
on  the  screen.  But  we're  fighting  a  war," 
he  added,  implying  that  even  though  the  men 
ar^  not  constantly  talking  in  patriotic  terms 
when  in  action,  there  is  a  strong  morale 
factor  which  must  be  considered  in  any  dis- 
cussion  of   the   matter   today. 

Beetson  refused  to  go  into  details,  saying, 
"that's   Joe    Breen's    department,"    but   he    in- 


Costs  Are  Big  Stake 
In  UA's  Crescent  Plea 


(Continued  from  Page   1)     • 

in  the  huge  costs  of  conducting  the 
ease.  Two  members  of  the  "Little 
Three"  had  previously  been  dis- 
missed as  defendants,  United  Ar- 
tists charged  with  illegal  "collu- 
sion" with  certain  exhibitor  defen- 
dants but  was  not  enjoined  for  any- 
thing. 

Raftery  is  expected  to  try  to  show, 
as  he  charged  in  his  arguments  dur- 
ing the  trial,  that  the  "Little  Three" 
were  made  defendants  mainly  in  an 
effort  to  force  them  to  accept  the 
"block  of  five"  trade-showing  plan 
agreed  to  by  the  "Big  Five"  and 
tnat  there  is  no  logical  reason  why 
they  should  be  required  to  pay  heavy 
costs. 

George  H.  Armistead  Jr.,  chief 
counsel  for  the  Crescent  exhibitor 
defendants,  has  announced  that 
chere  will  be  one  and  perhaps  more 
additional  petitions  filed  in  behalf 
of  his  clients  before  he  is  ready  for 
a  hearing  on  them  before  Judge 
Davies.  Exhibitor  counsel  are  also 
expected  to  wage  a  bitter  fight 
against  payment  of  the  costs  in  the 
case. 

The  condition  of  Judge  Davies'  de- 
cision that  Crescent  and  exhibitor 
groups  divest  themselves  of  corpo- 
rate interests  can  be  met  with  little 
or  no  financial  loss,  making  the  costs 
in  the  case  the  major  "stake"  to  be 
contended.  With  a  session  of  more 
than  five  weeks,  more  than  a  hun- 
dred witnesses  examined,  and  more 
than  a  million  words  of  testimony 
taken,  no  estimate  has  yet  been 
made  of  the  costs  in  the  case,  but 
ooviously  they  will   be  great. 


700  FPC  Employes 
l\ow  Wear  Uniforms 

Toronto — Seven  hundred  employes 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  are  now 
in  uniform,  according  to  Prexy  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons. 


Silverslone  Proposes 
4  Business  Freedoms 


Claire    Windsor 
John    Howard 


Dan  Weinberg 
Lee  Tracy 


dicated  general  agreement  with  Harmon.  Both 
made  it  plain  that  the  important  feature  is 
How  the  American  public  reacts  to  the  prac- 
tices which  the  Army  publication  finds  so 
oujectionable — "and  1^5  million  people  like 
it,  '  said  Harmon.  "Of  course,  there'  are 
two  million  people  who  would  never  like  any- 
thing  in   a   movie  and   never   will." 

Lowell  Mellett,  OWI  motion  picture  chief, 
reiused    to    comment    on    the    matter. 

There  was  no  official  statement  from  the 
Army,  although  one  officer  in  the  Special 
Services  Division  remarked  that  "the  Stars 
and  Stripes  is  just  one  Army  newspaper,  of 
which  there  are  more  than  900.  We  make  no 
effort  to  censor  thought  in  these  publications." 
Other  officers  made  it  plain  that  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  editorial  does  not  reflect  official 
-Army    opinion. 

One  officer  called  attention  to  the  speech 
delivered  in  Congress  early  in  March  by  Rep. 
Will  Rogers,  Jr.,  who  came  to  Congress  from 
an  Army  camp.  Rogers,  speaking  generally 
on  the  value  of  films  to  soldiers,  said:  "I 
have  been  present  and  have  seen  the  thrill 
of  anticipation  which  runs  through  a  camp 
when    the    projection    truck    rolls    up." 

1  rom  Iceland,  from  India,  from  Egypt, 
from  all  ovei  the  world,  ranking  officers  write 
that  motion  pictures  are  as  necessary  to  the 
men  as  rations.  He  had  heard  of  no  such 
objection  as  that  raised  by  the  Stars  and 
Stripes. 

Dwelling  directly  upon  the  point  raised  by 
the  publication,  Rogers  told  the  House  that 
"one  reason  why  America  had,  before  this 
war  began,  a  reservoir  of  good-will  was  be- 
cause of  the  skillful  propagandizing  by  the 
motion  picture  industry.  The  skill  of  the 
propaganda  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  never 
propagandized  at  all.  Our  movies  entertained. 
If  they  showed  that  people  in  American  were 
free  to  move  about,  free  to  speak,  free  to 
make  use  of  our  resources,  that  was  just 
incidental.  The  audience  could  draw  its  own 
conclusion." 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
his     first     trade     press     conference 
since  taking  over  his  new  duties. 

Silverstone's  four  freedoms  para- 
phrase the  four  freedoms  proposed 
at  the  Roosevelt-Churchill  confer- 
ences. His  first  is  "freedom  from 
interference."  In  this  respect,  Sil- 
verstone  said,  20th-Fox  will  not  in- 
terfere with  the  nationalistic  view- 
point of  any  country  with  which  the 
company  does  business,  nor  impose 
any  viewpoints  offensive  to  such  na- 
tionalistic  viewpoint. 

The  second  point  on  his  program 
is  "freedom  from  restraint."  Sil- 
verstone  said  that  "we  will  always 
preserve  and  enhance  our  doctrine 
of  fair  play — there  will  be  no  big 
stick,  and  on  this  basis  we  know  we 
will  get  a  similar  freedom." 

"Freedom  from  fear"  is  the  third 
point,  in  connection  with  which  he 
said:  "We  will  not  discourage  nor 
be  a  party  to  the  discouragement  of 
local  film  production;  we  appreciate 
the  pride  of  local  accomplishment, 
no  matter  how  humble  or  grand." 

As  to  "freedom  from  want,"  Sil- 
verstone  asserted  that  "we  shall  con- 
tinue to  dedicate  ourselves  to  the 
principle  that  no  theater  in  the  for- 
eign markets  of  the  world,  recogniz- 
ing the  doctrine  of  fair  play,  will 
be  in  want  for  fine  entertainment 
from   us." 

Silverstone  indicated  that  he  may 
go  to  England  in  the  Summer,  but 
no  definite  plans  have  been  set. 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Memorial  Services  Held 
For  the  Late  Arthur  Lee 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Briggs,  Arthur  Greenblatt,  Paul 
Lazarus,  Norton  Ritchey,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  Hays  Hunter,  William 
Rowland,  Charles  Steele,  William 
Fitelson,  Al  Margolies,  Charles  Casa- 
nave,  Maurice  Wilson,  Commander 
McElduff,  J.  J.  Murdock,  Lee  Leven- 
thal,  Bob  Savini,  Jack  Kopstein, 
Fred  McConnell,  Tom  Kirby,  W.  B. 
Guilette,  W.  F.  Barrett,  C.  E. 
Schwengler,  Herbert  Fecke  and 
others. 

— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Chi.  Theaters  Red  Cross 
Collections  Over  $70,000 


Chicago — Theater  Red  Cross  col- 
lections will  exceed  $70,000  in  the 
Chicago  territory.  Warners'  the- 
aters reported  $8,500;  Essaness,  $7,- 
600;  Alliance  circuit,  $10,000;  Mc- 
Vickers,  $1,000;  Chicago  Theater, 
$7,000. 


Theaters  Sales  of  War 
Bonds  Take  a  Spurt 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sales  were  $1,262,925  in  New  Yo 
and  $296,775  out  of  town.  Out 
the  $22,000,000  total,  more  thai 
$20,000,000  was  in  Bonds,  the  bag 
ance  in  stamps. 

With  other  Bond  issuing  agen/-- 
closed  on  Saturdays  and  Sunday 
the  Loew  theaters  report  boom  Bon 
business  on  those  days  and  nights  | 
In  some  instances  the  queues  befor 
the  Bond  booths  rival  in  length  thos 
at    the    box-offices. 


Map   War  Loan  Campaign 
In  Coast  Studios  Today 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  \DAIL 
Hollywood  —  Howard  D.  Mill:.! 
Southern  California  Administrate 
for  the  Treasury,  and  other  Wa 
Savings  Staff  officials,  will  meet  wit 
Chairman  Henry  Ginsberg  and  tl 
executive  committee  and  stud: 
chairmen  of  the  Motion  Picture  Con 
mittee  for  Hollywood  at  a  lunchec 
today  in  the  Paramount  Cafe  to  ou 
line  the  film  industry's  participate 
in  the  national  $13,000,000,000  Se| 
ond  War  Loan  campaign. 

The  Motion  Picture  Committee  f< 
Hollywood  will  institute  a  concert! 
effort  by  all  of  its  workers  to  o 
tain  subscriptions  from  every  fil 
employe  for  10  per  cent  of  sala: 
on  the  payroll  savings  plan.  Car 
paign  also  will  encourage  purchas 
of  E,  F  and  G  bonds  on  a  cash  bas:, 
— Buy  More  War  Bonds — 

Labor-Management  Com. 
Holds  Its  First  Meeting 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  >DAIl 
Hollywood  —  The  newly  form* 
labor-management  committee's  i 
itial  meeting  yesterday  was  whol 
of  an  organizational  nature,  wi 
specific  discussion  centering  aroui 
the  issue  of  whether  alternat 
should  participate  in  the  committee 
discussion. 

The  committee  also  provided  that,  wh' 
ever  both  principal  delegate  and  his  altem. 
were  unable  to  attend  a  meeting,  the  deleg' 
was  empowered  to  certify  to  the  commit! 
in  writing,  a  representative  of  his  group 
function  at  that  meeting. 

Prior  to  the  session  it  was  learned  t 
the  Studio  Utility  Employes  Local  724 
lost  161  members  in  March  to  the  milit 
services  and  other  industries.  It  is  hav 
difficulties  in  keeping  membership  at  nee 
sary  levels  because  of  its  short  week- 
hours.  Local  D-ll  of  International  Brotr 
hood  of  Electrical  Workers  has  lost  m; 
members  to  defense  projects  where  they  w 
guaranteed   all   the   work  they   desired. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


AL  BRICK,  head  West  Coast  Bureau,  Fox  Mc 
tone.    , 

JACK    1.    JOHNSTON,     manager,     Strand,     I 
City,   la. 

C.    D.    SULLIVAN,    manager,    Orpheum,    Da\ 
port,    la. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 
JAMES     F.     HALL,    <Roxy,     Springfield,     III.,  J 
civilian  mechanic,  Tinker  Field,  Okla. 
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UA  OWNERS  WOn  SELL,  SAYS  RAFTERY 

Hollywood  Producing  Flood  of  Horror  Pictures 


*KO  Heads  the  "Chiller" 
Darade  With  Universal 
Mosing  Out  Paramount 

By  RALPH  WILK 

frest   Least   Bureau,   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood— Far    more    than    the 
jsual  number  of  horror  pictures  are 
jn  the  film  menu. 

RKO  leads  in  this  field,  with  "The 
Seventh  Victim"  slated  to  go  into 
n'oduction  in  a  few  days.  Others 
Dlanned  at  the  Gower  street  studio 
ire  "The  Curse  Of  The  Cat  People," 
1  sequel  to  "Cat  People";  'The  Ghost 
Ship,"  a  short  story  by  Enid  Bag- 
iol,    and    "The    Sc:  earning    Skull." 

(Continued   on    Page   9) 


frans-Lux  Re-elects 
Board  and  Officers 


All  officers  and  directors  of  Trans- 
Lux  Corp.  were  re-elected  yesterday 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany's stockholders.  The  renamed 
^  officers:  Percival  E.  Furber,  presi- 
dent;    E.     H.     Unkles     and     Robert 

(Continued   on    Page  9) 


N.  W.  Allied  Governors 
To  Meet  in  Late  April 


- ! 

Minneapolis — Rumors  current  here 
for  several  weeks  that  Allied  The- 
ater Owners  of  the  Northwest  would 
disband   were   set  at  rest  when   W. 

(Continued  on   Page   11) 
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See  New  Cuban  Tax 
Hurting  Early  Runs 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — The  new  tax  bill  which  in- 
cludes provisions  for  a  levy  on  ad- 
missions has  become  law.  The  tax  is 
five  cents  on  30-cent  admissions;  10 
cents  on  30  to  50  cents;  15  cents  on 
50  to  60  cents;  25  per  cent  on  60 
cents  and  over.  It  is  feared  the 
tax  will  damage  the  first  and  sec- 
ond-runs because  filmgoers  in  Cuba 
have  an  aversion  to  paying  a  tax  on 
their  amusements.  The  only  ones  to 
benefit  will  be  houses  charging  10, 
15   and  20  cents. 


RATION  ADMISSIONS  IN  HONOLULU 

Theaters  Place  a  Limit  of  Three  on  Tickets  to  Be  Sold 
At  One  Time  to  a  Patron 


By  EILEEN  O'BRIEN 
FILM   DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Honolulu  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — Film  theater  ticket  ration- 
ing is  a  war-time  innovation  here. 

Faced  with  a  tremendous  demand 
for  seats  on  the  part  of  the  city's 
moviegoers  whose  number  has  in- 
creased by  leaps  and  bounds  during 
the  past  year,  exhibitors  have  an- 
nounced a  limit  of  three  tickets  to  a 
patron. 

The  boom-town  psychology  preva- 


lent in  the  Islands  today  has  sent 
film  attendance  skyrocketing  despite 
curfew  and  curtailed  transportation 
facilities.  Observers,  too,  feel  that 
lack  of  other  entertainment  outlets 
such  as  nightclubs,  restricted  liquor 
supplies  in  bars  and  rationing  of 
gasoline  have  combined  to  place  the 
burden  for  entertainment  on  the 
theaters. 

The   immediate   cause  for  theater 
ticket  rationing  seems  to  have  been 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


City  Ticket  Taxes 
Loom  in  Washington 


Ellensburg,  Wash. — Ellensburg  is 
the  third  city  in  the  State  moving 
to  enact  amusement  admission 
taxes,  in  the  field  vacated  by  the 
state  through  action  at  the  recent 
legislative  session. 

Provided    the    city    finally    enacts 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Movies  First  Choice  of 
U.  S.  Troops  in  Britain 

London  (By  Cable) — Pictures  are 
the  favorite  camp  entertainment  of 
American  soldiers  in  Britain,  it  is 
revealed  in  a  recreational  survey 
conducted  by  Lt.  Robert  B.  Wallace, 
son    of    the    vice-president    of    the 

(Continued  on    Page  9) 


Mixed  Attendance 
Effect  in  Midwest 


St.  Louis — Gasoline  rationing  and 
the  demands  of  the  armed  services 
and  war  industries  have  had  a  mixed 
effect  on  theater  attendance  in 
the  towns  of  Southern  Illinois  and 
Eastern  Missouri. 

Some     theaters     in    the     smallest 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Expect  $100,000  for  R.  C. 
In  Northwest  Territory 

Minneapolis  —  Motion  picture  ex- 
hibitors here  closed  their  Red  Cross 
drive  by  turning  over  checks  for  a 
total  of  $21,000  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Variety  Club.  The  total  represented 
only  the  cash  obtained  by  Red  Cross 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Films'  Peace  Role  Vital— Coe 

Must  Aid  in  the  Re-education  for  Democracy 


Legislative  Threats  Fade 
As  Del.  Solons  Adjourn 


Dover,  Del. — Adjournment  of  the 
State  Legislature  ended  the  threat 
from  a  measure  which  would  have 
closed  film  theaters  on  Sunday  as 
a  fuel  conservation  move.  Bill  to 
legalize  dog  racing  also  died. 


By  H.  F.  REVES 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Detroit — Motion  pictures  will  be 
vital  to  the  world-wide  task  of  re- 
education for  democracy  and  the 
screen  record  of  the  present  war 
will  remain  a  tragic  warning  for 
future  generations  not  to  follow  the 
pathways   of  aggression   and  dicta- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Prexy  Attributes  Reports 
To  Wall  St.;  20  Features 
For  Year  Starting  in  June 


By  AL  STEEN 
Associate  Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Frequent  rumors  to  the  effect  that 
there  would  be  a  change  in  manage- 
ment of  United  Artists  and  that  the 
owners  would 
sell  the  com- 
pany were 
denied  yes- 
terday by 
Edward  Raf- 
t  e  r  y,  presi- 
d  e  n  t,  in  a 
trade  press 
interview  fol- 
lowing his  re- 
'turn  f  r'  o  m 
studio  con- 
ferences. The 
management 
remains  and 
no   changes   are  contemplated,   Raf- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


ED   RAFTERY 


Wartime  Basis  for 
Warners'  Auditing 


A  two-day  meeting  of  Warner 
Bros,  traveling  auditors,  to  discuss 
general  problems  dealing  with  ex- 
change operations,  is  being  held  to- 
day and  tomorrow  at  the  home  of- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Warner  Circuit  Starts 
Morale-Building  Plan 


In  an  endeavor  to  build  morale 
and  stop  absenteeism  among  war 
workers  the  Warner  circuit  has  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Hays  on  Eastman's 
Air  Show  Tomorrow 

Rochester— Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA 
prexy,  will  be  here  tomorrow  to  speak 
on  Eastman  Kodak's  radio  program 
"Musical  Pictures"  over  WHAM. 
Hays  will  discuss  "Motion  Pictures  in 
Wartime."  His  talk  will  close  the 
series  of  programs. 


They  Risk  Their  Lives 


You  Lend  Your  Money 


Buy  More  War  Bonds  Today 
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16i/4     16i/4     161/4  +     i/4 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

Paramount     1st     pfd.. 

RKO    

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th     Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do     pfd 

NEW    YORK 
Para.     B'wav    3s55... 

NEW    YORK 
Monogram    Picts.     .  . . 

Radio-Keith  cvs 

Technicolor    

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc. 
Universal  Picts 


1% 

14'/8 
59       1 


13/4         13/4    +       1/8 
H  141/8    _|_       3/8 

58      159      +     % 


19i/2 

541/2 

22% 


193/g       191/2    +       % 

54         54i/2   4.  1 
223/8     225/8   +     1/2 


8 

831/2 
191/4 


71/2      8      +     s/s 
83V2    83i/2  +  1 
18%     19      —     % 


BOND   MARKET 


CURB 

1% 
H/4 

10% 
2% 

171/2 


MARKET 


1% 
1% 
10 

2% 


1%  +     % 

H/4     

10       +     % 
2%   -1-     % 


171/2     17%   +     % 


COfHIRG  RHU  G0II.G 


OLGA  SAN  JUAN,  Porto  Rican  singer  and 
dancer,  signed  to  a  term  contract  by  Paramount, 
arrived   in   Hollywood   from   New  York  yesterday. 

ROY  HAINES,  Warners'  Western  and  Southern 
division  sales  manager,  left  last  night  for  Chi- 
cago on  the  first  leg  of  a  tour  that  will  in- 
clude  the  South  and   West. 

JACK  KIRKLAND  departs  for  the  Coast  to- 
•norrow  to  find  a  leading  player  for  his  play 
about    Roger   Williams. 

CHICK    LEWIS   flies   to    Dallas   tomorrow. 


A.  H.  BLANK  and  RALPH  BRANTON  are 
here   from   Des   Moines. 

BOB  SAVIN  I  has  left  for  Detroit  and  Cleveland. 

MAJ.  ALEXANDER  P.  OE  SEVERSKY,  author 
of  "Victory  Through  Air  Power,"  arrived  at 
the   Walt   Disney    studio    yesterday. 

DAVE  WESHNER  has  returned  from  the  Coast. 

BETTE  DAVIS,  left  Mexico  City  by  plane  yes- 
terday   for   New    York. 


Expect  $100,000  for  R.  C. 
In  Northwest  Territory 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

solicitors  who  made  personal  solici- 
tations in  all  Northwest  theaters 
over  the  last  week-end. 

Throughout  the  territory,  the  to- 
tal is  expected  to  run  over  $100,000. 

W.  A.  (Al)  Steffes,  former  presi- 
dent of  Allied  Theater  Owners  of 
the  Northwest  now  retired  from  the 
business  because  of  ill  health,  at- 
tended the  actual  eeremonv  of  turn- 
ing over  the  Minneapolis  checks. 
Steffes  stopped  here  for  a  few  days 
on  his  way  from  Florida  to  his 
summer    place    near    Aitkin. 


Atlanta  Area  Red  Cross 
Collections  at  $100,000 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Red  Cross  War  Fund 
Week  collections  in  theaters  in  the 
Atlanta  exchange  territory  totaled 
$100,000,  according:  to  William  K. 
Jenkins,  area  chairman.  This  city's 
theaters  raised   $10,300. 


MPPDA  Board  to  Hear 
Report  of  Hays  Today 

Will  H.  Hays  will  deliver  his  an- 
nual report  on  the  year's  activities 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  today 
when  the  board  of  directors  holds 
its  annual  meeting.  Action  on  the 
budget  and  other  items  of  business 
are  said  to  be  on  the  agenda. 

It  is  understood  that  the  board  will 
consider  the  request  of  the  Co-ordin- 
ator  of  Inter-American  Affairs  for 
the  loan  of  Joseph  Breen's  services. 


Greater  Miami  Contributes 
$28445  to  R.  C-  War  Fund 

Miami,  Fla.— Total  of  $28,445.25 
was  turned  over  to  the  Red  Cross 
here  as  a  result  of  theater  collec- 
tions during  War  Fund  Week,  the 
figure  setting  a  new  hieh  for  the 
ater  drives  in  Greater  Miami. 

Paramount  chain  of  15  houses 
presented  a  check  for  $16,770.88 
while  the  Wometco  chain  of  14 
raised  a  total  of  $11,487.93.  Prev 
iouslv  each  company  had  donated 
$1,000  to  the  fund,  and  this,  to- 
gether with  $188.44  from  two  inde- 
pendent neero  theaters,  brousrht  a 
a  grand  total  of  more  than  $30,000 
from  the  motion  picture  industry. 


Emanuel  Silverstone  Back 
With  UA  as  Steam's  Aide 


Chi.  Reports  $116,000 

Chicapv>  —  Edwin  Silverman,  Es- 
saness  Circuit  nrexv  and  district, 
chairman  for  the  Red  Cross  war  fund, 
reported  last  night  that  the  theater 
collections  have  now  exceeded  $116,- 
000. 


Charlie  Einfeld  Shuttling 

Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Warner 
Bros.,  flew  in  from  Washington  yes- 
terday for  a  day.  Today  he  flies 
back  to  the  capital  to  resume  confer- 
ences with  Joseph  E.  Davies  regard- 
ing the  world  premiere  of  "Mission 
to  Moscow,"  tentatively  scheduled 
for  the  Hollywood  Theater  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  month. 


Emanuel  Silverstone  has  rejoined 
United  Artists  as  assistant  to  Bert 
Stearn,  Western  division  manager. 
He  replaces  Harry  Kosiner  who  has 
joined  the  OWI.  Silverstone,  who 
until  recently  was  special  representa- 
tive for  Howard  Hughes,  formerly 
was  associated  with  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  and  in  1940  was  elected  vice- 
nresident  of  Alexander  Korda  Films. 
Kosiner  joined  UA  in  1937  as  repre- 
sentative for  Walter  Wanger. 

Col.  Exploiteers  Here 
For  Home  Office  Talks 


Four  Columbia  field  exploitation 
men  will  meet  today  with  David 
Lipton,  advertising  and  publicity 
director,  and  Frank  P.  Rosenberg, 
exploitation  manager,  to  confer  on 
plans  for  "The  More  the  Merrier" 
and  methods  of  promotion  within 
the  limits  of  restrictions  imposed  by 
wartime  conditions.  Here  for  the 
parleys  are  Jules  Serkowich,  Chi- 
cago; Abe  Bernstein.  Boston;  Ed 
Rosenbaum.  Philadelphia,  and  Sid 
Zins,   Cleveland. 


RKO  Downtown,  Detroit, 
To  Hughes  for  "Outlaw" 

Howard  Hughes  has  taken  a  long- 
term  lease  on  the  RKO  Downtown 
Theater  in  Detroit  where  he  will 
open  "The  Outlaw"  at  advance  ad- 
mission prices.  House  has  been 
closed  for  the  last  seven  years.  Seat- 
ing 2,400,  the  Downtown  will  be 
completely  refurnished  and  redecor- 
ated. Deal  was  set  by  R.  M.  Sa- 
vini,   Hughes'  representative. 

"Oklahoma"  Film  Rights 
Pass  to  Guild,  Authors 


RTWW  Back  in  Loew  Met! 
Houses  at  Regular  Scale 


Theater  Guild,  producer,  and  Os- 
car Hammerstein  II  and  Richard 
Rodgers,  authors  of  "Oklahoma," 
have  come  into  complete  ownership 
of  the  film  rights  to  the  musical  by 
exercising  an  option  to  buy  from 
M-G-M  the  rights  to  "Green  Grow 
the  Lilacs,"  Lynn  Rigg's  play  on 
which  the  show  is  based.  M-G-M 
received  $50,000. 


Siegel  to  Columbus  House 

Carl  Siegel,  assistant  manager  of 
RKO's  86th  Street  Theater,  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  RKO 
Grand  in  Columbus,  O.,  by  Zone 
Manager   Sol    Schwartz. 


"Reap  the   Wild  Wind"  will   play 
the    entire    Loew    Metropolitan    cir-  II 
cuit  this   Spring   at  regular  admis- 
sion  prices.    It  originally  played  the 
circuit  at  advanced  admission  prices, 
following  its  run  at  Radio  City  Music  , 
Hall  last  season.  More  than  65  ( 
tracts    for    repeat    engagements"^" 
regular  prices  have  been  signed  with 
leading     circuit     and      independent' 
operators    throughout    the    country, 
Neil  Agnew  announced. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Rosalind    RUSSELL       •        Fred    MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT    FOR    FREEDOM" 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    •    Symphony  Orcheitra 

First    Mezzanine    Seatt    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 
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Alice  FAYE  .    John  PAYNE  rf 
Jack  OAKIE  •    Lynn  BAR  I 

HM  FRISCO,  tT^ ' 

A    20TH  CENTURY-FOX  PICTURE       IN    TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  • 
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JOHN   CARROLL 

SUSAN  HAYWARD 

GAIL   PATRICK 


J 


IN  PERSON 

WILLIE 

HOWARD 

EXTRA! 

JOE  MARSALA 

&  ORCH 


DAILY 


Thursday,  April  15,  1943 


Theaters  in  Honolulu 
Ration  Admissions 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  practice  of  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  patrons  who,  to  spare  their 
friends  the  necessity  of  standing  in 
line,  purchased  blocks  of  tickets 
causing  a  sell-out  while  several  hun- 
dred would-be  purchasers  remained 
standing  in  line.  Daily  spot-radio 
announcements  further  warn  the 
public  that  telephone  reservations 
are  also  prohibited. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  new 
regulation  will  decrease  movie  at- 
tendance which  has  recently  received 
a  boost  with  the  proclamation  of  a 
military  order  permitting  theaters 
to  remain  open  until  9  p.m. — an  hour 
or  more  after  blackout.  Hitherto  all 
places  of  entertainment  were  re- 
quired to  close  sufficiently  early  to 
permit  patrons  to  arrive  at  their 
homes  before  the  blackout  hour 
which  fluctuates  from  month  to 
month  and  goes  into  effect  within 
an  hour  after  sunset. 


Davis  Sees  Cameramen 
Helping  to  Win  the  War 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Victory  in  this  war 
will  be  based  in  part  on  "understand- 
ing of  the  struggle  brought  to  us  by 
motion  picture  cameramen,  radio 
and  press  representatives,"  Elmer 
Davis  said  yesterday.  "The  gallantry 
of  these  reporters  and  photographers 
is  akin  to  that  of  our  fighting  men, 
but  it  is  also  a  thing  apart,"  said 
Davis,  "for  they  don't  fight — and 
they  can't  fight  back  when,  as  hap- 
pens so  often,  their  own  lives  are 
jeopardized." 

Davis  said  their  purpose  is  "to 
mirror  for  us  at  home  something  of 
what  our  fighting  men  are  doing  for 
us.  Whatever  they  may  tell  about 
themselves  is  but  incidental  to  giv- 
ing the  best  understanding  they  can 
of  those  with  whom  they  are  joined. 
"Their  service  is  one  to  which  we 
owe  much,  to  which  we  will  owe  even 
more  before  we  have  achieved  a  vic- 
tory based  in  part  on  the  understand- 
ing they  give  to  us." 


Cavallero  Signed  for  Strand 

Carmen  Cavallero's  band  will  go 
into  the  Strand  on  July  2,  replacing 
Cab  Calloway's  outfit.  The  Caval- 
lero engagement  carries  options. 


Ken   Aneser 


George  Schmuger 


Roger    Imhof 


i 
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T  T  T 

Lines  Off  a  Reporter's  Cuff 

•  •      •     IT    IS    rumored    around    Hollywood    that    Pete    Harrison    is 

planning  to  go  into  production It  is  said  that  Pete  won't  deny  or 

confirm  the  rumor  and  that  he  may  spring  an  announcement  shortly.  .  . 

•  The  shortage  oi  help  in  Washington  film  exchanges  is  acute 

One  branch  manager  has  told  his  home  office  not  to  expect  any  cor- 
respondence or  reports  for  the  next  LO  days Nobody  to  do  it.  .  . 

•  New  Jersey  Allied  held  its  "sliding  scale"  dinner  Tuesday  night  in 

Passaic Dinner  was  to  have  cost  $5.50  if  the  Ritz  Restaurant  could 

get  beefsteak  and  if  none  was  available  the  tariff  would  be  in  ac- 
cordance to  what  could  be  obtained Sirloin  steak  was  the  menu 

and  the  price  was  $4 As  everybody  put  down  $5.50,  the  difference 

went   for   War  Bonds   which   were   given   as   door  prizes Winners 

were    Dave    Levy    of   Universal,    Elliot    McManus    of    20th    Century-Fox, 

Daniel  Ponicelle  of  Warner  Bros,  and  Saul  Trauner  of  Columbia 

Approximately   85    exhibitors    and   exchange   men   attended 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  #  #  SELDOM  DOES  a  picture  get  a  Page  One  review  in  The 
New  York  Times But  that's  what  happened  yesterday  when  Bos- 
ley   Crowther's  comment   on   "Desert   Victory"    (which    opened   at   the 

Globe)  was  given  a  two-column  head  as  a  news  story Crowther 

called  it  the  picture  which,  up  to  this  moment,  "is  by  far  the  most 
thrilling  factual  account  ever  made  of  a  carefully  wrought,  toughly 
fought  battle".  .  .  •  The  Victory  Guild  of  New  York  Women,  headed 
by  Mrs.  Harry  Brandt,  will  give  a  cocktail  dansant  and  fashion  show 

at  the  Hotel  Ambassador  on  May  2 Proceeds  will  go  to  the  Stage 

Door  Canteen,  the  Club  for  Merchant  Seamen  and  other  groups 

Jimmy   Walker  will  be  master  of  ceremonies 

T  V  T 

•  •  •  A  COMPLETE  alphabetical  roster  of  more  than  800  former 
RKO  employes  who  are  now  in  the  armed  forces   will   appear  in  the 

May   issue   of  Salute,   the   RKO   publication   for   service   men Jack 

Level  and  his  staff  have  been  slaving  at  the  job  for  weeks.  .  .  •  Wil- 
lard  Robertson,  well  known  on  the  screen,  is  getting  swell  reviews  on 

his  latest  book  "South  From  Yesterday" He  wrote  "Moon  Tide"  a 

few  seasons  back.  .  .  •  To  celebrate  Bob  O'Donnell's  election  to  Na- 
tional Chief  Barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs,  the  boys  in  Dallas  are  giving 

him   a   big   dinner  on  Saturday   night A  number   of   the  national 

officers  are  hopping  down  to  Texas  for  the  affair.  .  .  •  Max  A.  Cohen 
has  completed  his  report  on  the  Hollywood  product  situation  and  is 
ready  to  make  his  report  to  the  MPTOA  board  of  directors  here  next 
month Until   then    the   details   are  held  in   strict   confidence 

T  T  V 

•  •  •  NEW  JERSEY  ALLIED's  delegation  to  the  national  body's 
board  meeting  in  Detroit  will  include  Harry  Lowenstein,  Irving  Dol- 
linger  and  possibly  Lee  Newbury.  .  .     %  Even  in  war  time  THE  FILM 

DAILY  YEAR  BOOK  goes  to  distant  parts  of  the  world An  order 

arrived  yesterday  from  Reykjavik,  Iceland.  .  .  #  There'll  be  plenty  of 
"shooting"  tomorrow  at  Ebbets  Field  when   the  Dodgers  tangle  with 

Montreal S.    Sylvan    Simon,    directing   Red    Skelton's   "Whistling 

in  Brooklyn"  for  Metro,  will  have  cameras  all  over  the  place,  before 
and  during  the  game.  .  .  «  With  a  bow  in  the  general  direction  of 
past  Warner  coincidences,  there  are  those  who  are  willing  to  bet  that 
release  of  "Mission  to  Moscow"  will  be  the  signal  for  either  (1) 
the   announcement    that    ex-Envoy   Davies    is    returning   there    or     (2) 

the  disclosure   that  F.D.R.,  Churchill  and  Stalin   have  huddled 

P.S.  Charlie  Einfeld  is  now  in  Washington. 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


WAR  SERVICE 

...  on  the  Film  Front 


One  of  the  most  successful  "scrap 
matinee"  campaigns  to  augment  Uncle 
Sam's  store  of  copper,  brass  and  bronze 
was  put  on  in  the  Minneapolis  excly~~ 
territory,  with  a  resultant  yield  of  38l.  ^-y1 
pounds  of  the  trio  of  war-necessary  metals. 
Drive   involved  450  theaters  in   four  states. 

...  — V...— 

Rochester  —  Lester  Pollock  of  Loew's 
Rochester,  and  Jay  Golden  of  the  RKO 
Palace  have  new  plots — Victory  Garden 
plots. 

Model  Victory  Gardens  have  been  set  up 
in  the  lobbies  of  the  two  theaters  in  co- 
operation with  the  local  Victory  Garden 
committee. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Ames,  la. — The  Ames  Theater  Co.  will 
give  a  monthly  free  show  at  the  Varsity 
for  the  sailors  attending  the  naval  training 
school   at  Iowa  State  College. 

City  Taxes  on  Tickets 
Looming  in  Washington 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
this  additional  tax,  it  would  share 
only  in  half  the  appropriation  since 
half  was  earmarked  for  those  cities 
with  a  population  increase  of  3  per 
cent  or  more. 

Other  city  councils  which  are  con- 
sidering city  tax  on  theaters  and 
other  amusement  places  are  Seattle 
and  Pullman. 


Reisman  to  So.  America; 
Rogan  to  Join  the  Navy 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Phillip  Reisman, 
RKO  vice-president  and  consultant 
on  motion  pictures  to  the  CIAA 
leaves  this  afternoon  for  a  trip  to 
South  America.  Reisman  will  travel 
on  company  business,  stopping  in 
Brazil,  Argentina,  Peru  and  Chile, 
and  will  also  consult  with  CIAA 
representatives  in  those  countries. 
Richard  Rogan,  assistant  to  Fran- 
cis Alstock,  CIAA  motion  picture  di- 
rector, leaves  tomorrow  for  Los  An- 
geles. He  will  visit  with  his  family 
there  for  10  days,  then  come  East  tc 
Boston  where  he  dons  the  uniforir 
of  a  naval  ensign. 


Buy  Bonds  and  Get 
Passes  in  Buffalo 

Buffalo  —  This  city's  and  Erie 
County's  exhibitors  today  swing  into 
line  behind  the  drive  to  sell  $40,000,- 
000  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps  in  the 
territory  with  the  observance  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Day.  Each  Bond  pur- 
chaser at  a  theater  draws  a  pass  for 
two.  Vincent  McFaul  and  C.  B. 
Taylor  are  co-chairmen  for  MP  Day. 
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AKRON,  OHIO,  Palace 
ALBANY,  N.  Y.,  Palace 
ALBUQUERQUE,  N.  M.,  Sunshine 
ALLENTOWN,  PA.,  Colonial 
ALTOONA,  PA.,  Capitol 
AMARILLO,  TEXAS,  Paramount 
APPLETON,  WISC,  Rio 
ASHEVILLE,  N.  C,  Imperial 
ATLANTA,  GA.f  Rialto 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.,  Warner  &  Stan 
AUSTIN,  TEXAS,  Paramount 

BOSTON,  Loews  Orpheum  &  State 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y.,  Lafayette 
BALTIMORE,  MD.,  Hippodrome 
BELOIT,  WISC,  Majestic 
BETHLEHEM,  PA.,  Boyd 
BLOOMINGTON,  ILL,  Irving 
BLUEFIELD,  W.  VA.(  Granada 
BOISE,  IDAHO,  Roxy 
BRIDGEPORT,  CONN.,  Loews  Poli 
BURLINGTON,  IOWA,  Palace 

CANTON,  OHIO,  Palace 
CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IOWA,  RKO  Iowa 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C,  Gloria 
CHARLESTON,  W.  VA.,  Warner  &  Virgin 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C,  Carolina 
CHICAGO,  ILL.,  State-Lake 
CHILLICOTHE,  OHIO,  Warner's  Sherman 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  RKO  Albee 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  RKO  Hippodrome 
CLARKSBURG,  W.  VA.,  Robinson-Grand 
CLINTON,  IOWA,  Capitol 
COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLO.,  Chief 
COLUMBIA,  MO.,  Uptown 
COLUMBIA,  S.  C,  Palmetto 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO,  Loew's  Ohio 

DALLAS,  TEXAS,  Palace 
DANVILLE,  ILL.,  Fischer 
DANVILLE,  W.  VA.,  Capitol 
DAVENPORT,  IOWA,  RKO  Orpheum 
DAYTON,  OHIO,  RKO  Keiths 
DECATUR,  ILL.,  Lincoln 


A  PARTIAL  US! 


MAKE  EVERY  DAY 
WAR  BOND  DAY! 


DENVER,  COLO.,  Denver  &  Esquire 
DES  MOINES,  IOWA,  RKO  Orpheum 
DETROIT,  MICH.,  Fox 
DUBUQUE,  IOWA,  RKO  Grand 
DULUTH,  MINN.,  Granada 
DURHAM,  N.  C,  Centre 

EAST  LIVERPOOL,  OHIO,  State 
EASTON,  PA.,  Boyd 
EL  PASO,  TEXAS,  Ellanay 
ERIE,  PA.,  Colonial 
EVANSVILLE,  IND.,  Grand 

FALL  RIVER,  MASS.,  State 
FARGO,  N.  D.,  Fargo 
FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C,  Colony 
FT.  SMITH,  ARK.,  Joie 
FT.  WAYNE,  IND.,  Grand 
FITCHBURG,  MASS.,  Fitchburg 
FORT  WORTH,  TEXAS,  Worth 

GALESBURG,  ILL.,  Orpheum 
GALVESTON,  TEXAS,  Martin 
GRAND  ISLAND,  NEB.,  Capitol 
GREEN  BAY,  WISC,  Orpheum 
GREENSBORO,  N.  C,  Carolina 

HARRISBURG,  PA.,  Colonial 
HARTFORD,  CONN.,  E.  M.  Loew 
HASTINGS,  NEB.,  Rivoli 
HAVERHILL,  MASS.,  Lafayette 
HIGH  POINT,  N.  C,  Center 
HUNTINGTON,  W.  VA.,  Palace 
HOT  SPRINGS,  ARK.,  Paramount 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS,  Metropolitan 
HUTCHINSON,  KAN.,  Fox 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO,  Rio 
INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.,  Loew's  Palace 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  MO.,  Capitol 
JOHNSTON,  PA.,  Embassy 
JOPLIN,  MO.,  Paramount 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.,  Loew's  Midland 
KENOSHA,  WISC,  Kenosha 

LA  CROSSE,  WISC,  Hollywood 
LAFAYETTE,  IND.,  Lafayette 


LANCASTER,  PA.,  Capitol 
LAWRENCE,  MASS.,  Palace 
LAWTON,  OKLA.,  Ritz 
LEAVENWORTH.  KAN.,  Hollywood 
LEXINGTON,  KY.,  Schine's  Kentucky 
LIMA,  OHIO,  Quilna 
LINCOLN,  NEB.,  Varsity 
LOS  ANGELES,  Hill  Street  &  Pontages 
LOUISVILLE,  KY.,  State 
LOWELL,  MASS.,  Keith's 

MASON  CITY,  IOWA,  Cecil 
MARSHALLTOWN,  IOWA,  RKO  Strand 
MADISON,  WISC,  Orpheum  &  Madison 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO,  Madison 
MANCHESTER,  N.  H.,  Strand 
MANITOWOC,  WISC,  Capitol 
MATTOON,  ILL,  Time 
MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  Malco 
MIAMI,  FLA.,  Capitol  &  Miami 
MILWAUKEE,  WISC,  Palace 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN., 
MUNCIE,  IND.,  Rivoli 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.,  Loew's  Vendome 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  Palace 
NEWARK,  OHIO,  New  Arcade 
NEW  BEDFORD,  CONN.,  State 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.,  Loew's  Poli 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.,  RKO  Orpheum 
NORFOLK,  VA.,  Newport  &  Colley 

OGDEN,  UTAH,  Egyptian 
OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLA.,  State 
OMAHA,  NEB.,  RKO  Brandeis 
OSHKOSH,  WISC,  Oshkosh 

PARKERSBURG,  W.  VA.,  Hiehle 

PEORIA,  ILL.,  Madison 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA., 

PITTSBURGH,  PA.,  J.  P.  Harris 

PORTLAND,  ME.,  Strand 

PORTLAND,  ORE.,  Paramount  &  Playhouse 

PORTSMOUTH,  OHIO,  Warner's  Columbia 

PORTSMOUTH,  VA.,  Gates 

PUEBLO,  COLO.,  Chief 


RACINE,  WISC,  Venetian 
READING,  PA.,  Embassy 
RICHMOND,  IND.,  Tivoli  or  State 
RICHMOND,  VA.,  Byrd  &  State 
ROCHESTER,  MINN.,  Chateau 
ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  Loew's  Rochester 

SALINA,  KAN.,  Watson 
SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH,  Centre 
SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS,  Majestic 
SANDUSKY,  OHIO,  State 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIF.,  Orpheum 
SEATTLE,  WASH.,  Liberty 
SHEBOYGAN,  WISC,  Sheboygan 
SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA,  RKO  Orpheum 
SIOUX  FALLS,  S.  D.,  Hollywood 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.,  Senate 
SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.,  Bijou 
SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO,  Warner's  Regent 
ST.  JOSEPH,  MO.,  Missouri 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  Loew's  State 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN., 
SOUTH  BEND,  IND.,  Colfax 
SUPERIOR,  WISC,  Beacon 
SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.,  Loew's  State 

TERRE  HAUTE,  IND.,  Orpheum 
TOLEDO,  OHIO,  Rivoli 
TOPEKA,  KAN.,  Grand 
TULSA,  OKLA.,  Orpheum 
TWIN  FALLS,  IDAHO,  Roxy 

UTICA,  N.  Y.,  Olympic 

WASHINGTON,  Earle  &  Ambassador 
WATERLOO,  IOWA,  RKO  Orpheum 
WAUKESHA,  WISC,  Park 
WICHITA,  KAN.,  Miller 
WICHITA  FALLS,  TEXAS,  Wichita 
WINSTON-SALEM,  N.  C,  Carolina 
WHEELING,  W.  VA.,  Court 
WORCESTER,  MASS.,  Loew's  Poli 

YORK,  PA.,  Strand 
YOUNGSTOWN,  OHIO,  Palace 

ZANESVILLE,  OHIO,  Liberty 
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ALBANY,  N.  Y. . .  WTRY  (BLUE)  Deck  Rousseli,  News 
7:15-7:30  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

ATLANTA,  GA. . .  WSB  (RED)  News 

5:00-5:05  PM,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

ALLENTOWN,  PA. . .  Station,  Program,  Time  to  be  announced 

BALTIMORE,  MD. . .  WFBR  (MUTUAL)  Fulton  Lewis,  Jr.  (news) 

7:00-7:15  P  M,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. . .  Station,  Program,  Time  to  be  announced 

BOSTON,  MASS. . .  WEEI  (CBS)  Priscilla  Fortescue  Hollywood 

6:1 5-6:25  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. . .  WGR  (MUTUAL)  Billy  Keaton  Participation 
5:15-5:30  P  M,  Mon.  thru  Sat. 

CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. . .  WSOC  (RED)  News 

11:00-11:15  P  M,  Mon.  thru  Sat. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. . .  WMAQ  (RED)  The  Name  You  Will  Remember 

5:40-5:45  P  M,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. . .  WBBM  (CBS)  The  Name  You  Will  Remember 

10:45-10:50  PM,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

CINCINNATI,  O. . .  WKRC  (MUTUAL)  Joe  Sagameister  Commentary 

7:45-8:00  PM,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

CLEVELAND,  O. . .  WGAR  (CBS)  Sid  Andorn  Speaking 

6:15-6:30  PM,  Mon.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

COLUMBUS,  O. . .  WBNS  (CBS)  Johnny  Jones  Commentary 
10:15-10:30  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

DALLAS,  TEXAS  . . .  WFFA  (RED)  Ken  McClure  Commentary 
5:30-5:45  P  M,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

DAYTON,  O. . .  WHIO  (CBS)  News 
5:00-5: 15PM,  Tues.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

DENVER,  COLO. . .  KLZ  (CBS)  CBS  World  News  Today 

6:30-6:45  P  M,  Mon.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA  . . .  WHO  (CBS)  Burlingame's  World  Service 

2-1  minute  at  10:30  &  10:45  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

DETROIT,  MICH. . .  WJR  (RED)  Tony  Weitzel  Commentary 

6.15-6:30  PM,  Mon.,  Wed. 

FT.  WAYNE,  IND. . .  WOWO  (RED)  Charles  DeVault  Commentary 

10:15-10:30  PM,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

FT.  WORTH,  TEXAS  . . .  WBAP  (RED)  Ken  McClure  Commentary 

5:30-5:45  PM,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

HARRISBURG,  PA. . .  Station,  Program,  time  to  be  announced 
HARTFORD,  CONN. . .  Station,  Program,  time  to  be  announced 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS  . . .  KPRC  (RED)  Ken  McClure  Commentary 

5.30-5:45  PM, Tues., Thurs. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. . .  WFBM  (CBS)  News 
5:05-5:10  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. . .  WDAF  (RED)  London  Laird,  Man  About  Town 
5:30-5:45  PM,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. . .  KHJ  (MUTUAL)  Faces  and  Places  In  The  News 
6:15-6:30  PM, Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

MEMPHIS,  TENN. . .  WREC  (CBS)  CBS  News  of  World 
10:00-10:15  P  M,  Tues.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. . .  WISN  (CBS)  News 

6:45-7:00  P  M,  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri. 

MINNEAPOLIS-ST.  PAUL,  MINN. . .  KSTP  (RED)  Merle  Potter 

5:30-5:40  PM,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. . .  WSMB  (RED)  Walter  Williams  Commentator 

6:30-6:45  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. . .  WJZ  (BLUE)  Bill  Lang,  Name  You  Will  Remember 

6:40-6:45  P  M,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLA. . .  KOMA  (CBS)  Your  Dinner  Date 

6:45-7:00  P  M,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri. 

OMAHA-LINCOLN,  NEBR. . .  KOIL-KFAB  (CBS)  Foster  May  Commentary 

5:00-5:15  PM,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. . .  WCAU  (CBS)  CBS  World  News  Today 

6:45-6:55  PM,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. . .  WCAE  (MUTUAL)  Fulton  Lewis,  Jr.  News 

7:00-7:15  PM,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

PORTLAND,  MAINE . . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

PORTLAND,  ORE. . .  KOIN  (CBS)  Flannery  News 

5:30-5:45  PM, Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

RICHMOND,  VA  . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  . . .  KDYL  (RED)  News    . 
4:00-4:15  PM,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS  . . .  WOAI  (RED)  Ken  McClure  Commentary 

5:30-5:45  PM,  Tues.,  Thurs. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. . .  KGO  (BLUE)  News 

11:00-11:15  PM,  Mon.  thru  Sun. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. . .  KOMO  (RED)  Keplinger  Stories  of  the  Day 

5:30-5:45  P  M,  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri. 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

TULSA,  OKLA. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. . .  WOL  (MUTUAL)  Walter  Compton  News 
6:30-6:40  P  M,  Tues.,  Thurs.,  Sat. 

WORCESTER,  MASS. . .  Station,  program,  time  to  be  announced   **x* 


Urns'  Peace  Role 
is  Vital,  Says  Coe 


To  The  Colors 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
lorship,  Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice- 
president  and  general  counsel  of  the 
iIPPDA,  declared  in  an  address  be- 
0t  a  luncheon-meeting  sponsored 
<U  che  Optimist  Club.  Coe  was  in- 
roduced  by  Malcolm  J.  Bingay,  edi- 
or  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press. 

The  screen,  Coe  predicted,  will 
erve  as  greatly  in  the  peace  to 
:ome  as  in  the  war  now  raging.  He 
inserted  that  "we  shall  have  to  deal 
vith  a  generation  made  the  victims 
)f  evil  indoctrination  almost  from 
:he  cradle.  It  is  a  generation  which 
.vill  have  to  be  re-educated  to  the 
jaths  of  freedom  and  humanity  when 
jeace  shall  have  come.  It  is  vain 
to  imagine  that  those  trained  to 
goose-step  and  like  it  will  readily 
accept  the  re-education  they  must 
have  to  live  in  a  world  of  free  men." 
Coe  pointed  out  that  the  informa- 
tion and  education  that  flows  from 
entertainment  has  always  been 
eagerly  accepted  by  the  peoples  of 
the  world. 

"When  victory  is  achieved,"  he 
said,  "and  the  pathways  of  world 
communication  are  again  cleared  oi 
the  barriers  which  prevent  the  full 
interchange  of  entertainment  and 
education,  I  believe  that  the  motion 
picture  will  play  a  great,  a  growing, 
even  a  dominant  role." 

Approximately  600  persons  at- 
tended the  luncheon. 

Approximately  600  civic  leaders, 
clergy,  clubwomen  and  newspaper 
representatives,  heard  Coe.  There 
was  an  esceptionally  large  attend- 
ance of  upstate  Michigan  newspaper 
editors. 

At  a  trade  conference  in  the  Vari- 
ety Clubrooms  later,  Coe  talked  to 
about  50  industry  leaders,  explain- 
ing the  background  and  history  of 
the  campaign  directed  to  "sell"  the 
industry  to  the  public.  Pamphlets 
distributed  as  samples,  especially 
"Movies  at  War,"  met  with  a  favor- 
able reception,  and  local  exhibitors 
are  expected  to  undertake  their  dis- 
tribution to  the  public. 

Discussion  here,  led  by  Earl  J. 
Hudson,  UDT  president,  revived  the 
program  of  brief  tributes  from  na- 
tional and  local  celebrtiies  from 
F.  D.  R.  down,  to  the  industry,  to  be 
thrown  on  screens.  Local  campaign 
1  lan  20  weeks  in  many  Michigan  the- 
aters and  without  a  single  unfavor- 
able reaction,  Hudson  said.  A  sim- 
ilar program  on  a  national  scale  may 
be  developed  as  a  modification  of  the 
MPPDA  campaign  led  by  Coe. 

Coe  suggested  a  followup  program 
of  meetings  to  have  the  message  of 
industry's  importance  delivered  to 
public  by  speakers  of  local  eminence, 
but  local  leaders  agreed  that  na- 
tional "name"  value,  like  Coe  him- 
self, would  have  far  more  signifi- 
« cance. 


*  DECORATED  * 

L.  ROBERT  ABBOTT,  USA,  formerly  Eastman 
Kodak,  with  the  Silver  Star  for  gallantry 
in   action   in   North  Africa. 

—  •  — 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

(S.C.I  ARTHUR  DE  TITTA,  USN,  head  Coast 
Bureau,    Fox    Movietone. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

LEONARD  MEAKIN,  USA,  son  of  manager 
Hardie  Meakin,  Keith's,  Washington,  to 
captain,    Robins    Field,   Ca. 

*  ARMY  * 

ABE  LUCADER,  assistant,  Loews  State,  St. 
Louis. 


LT 


LT 


JULIAN  BEISMAN,  son,  manager  Paul  Beisman, 
American,    St.    Louis. 

ERNEST  L.  SCHIER,  assistant  critic,  Post,  Wash- 
ington. 

FREDERICK  A.  WEINBERG,  assistant,  Auditorium, 
Lynn,    Mass. 

HARRY    DAWES,   assistant,   Waldorf,    Lynn,    Mass. 

—  •— " 

*  ACTIVATED  * 

A  C  GILBERT  S.  BAHN,  AAF,  son  of  the  editor 
of   THE    FILM    DAILY. 

*  WAACS  * 

MRS.  LUCILLE  SUTFIN,  20th-Fox  Minneapolis 
exchange. 

MURItL  HIRSHMAN,  20th-Fox  Buffalo  ex- 
change,  to   Camp   Ruston,   La. 

IRIS  DEAN  GARNER,  accounting  dept.,  Para- 
mount, Atlanta,  Ga. 


Hollywood  Making 
More  Horror  Pictures 


Mixed  Attendance 
Effect  in  Midwest 


Trans-Lux  Re-elects 
Board  and  Officers 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

communities  have  benefited  because 
gasoline  rationing  is  causing  farm- 
ers and  others  to  discontinue  their 
former  practice  of  motoring  to 
larger  communities  to  catch  motion 
pictures   a   few   weeks   earlier. 

Many  of  the  larger  communities 
that  have  not  been  aided  by  war 
industries  have  been  hard  hit 
through  the  combination  of  gaso- 
line rationing,  the  drafting  of  young 
men  for  the  armed  services,  the  mi- 
gration of  workers  and  their  families 
to  cities  and  towns  with  war  indus- 
tries, and  the  girls  joining  up  with 
the   WAACS,   WAVES  and   SPARS. 

A  number  of  towns  ranging  in 
population  from  2,500  to  5,000  have 
experienced  slumps  of  from  25  per 
cent  to  33  1-3  per  cent  in  attendance 
and  many  of  them  may  be  forced  to 
suspend  operations  unless  distribs. 
come  to  their  aid,  it  is  asserted. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  towns  in 
the  same  population  range  have  ex- 
perienced improved  business  condi- 
tions, due  to  their  proximity  to  war 
industries  and  other  factors.  Com- 
munities like  Springfield,  111.,  Deca- 
tur, 111.,  Peoria,  111.,  Lebanon, 
Waynesville,  Mo.,  Neosho,  Mo.,  Rol- 
la  and  St.  Louis,  have  all  been  great- 
ly helped  by  either  war  industries 
or  big  Army  camps,  etc. 


D. 
T. 
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Daine,     vice-presidents;     Albert 
Erickson,  secretary-treasurer;  A 
Mulcahy,  assistant  secretary;  Percy 
N.  Furber,  chairman  of  the  board. 

Re-elected  to  the  directorate  were: 
Robert  W.  Atkins,  Daine,  George  H. 
Eichelberger,  both  Furbers,  Robert 
L.  Gordon,  Edwin  G.  Lauder,  Jr., 
Robert  S.  Potter,  Jerome  B.  Ross, 
Walter  Siemers,  Leslie  E.  Thomp- 
son. 

The  stockholders  approved  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  directors 
from  15  to  11  and  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  officers  and  directors  in  any 
law  action  to  which  they  are  inno- 
cent parties. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
Scheduled  for  early  release  is  "Leop- 
ard Man"  with  "I  Walked  With  A 
Zombie"    already    previewed. 

Universal,  an  early  home  of  hor- 
ror pictures,  is  having  Edward  Dein 
prepare  an  original  story  dealing 
with  "The  Invisible  Man,"  while 
"Captive  Wild  Women"  is  already 
completed.  Its  cast  is  headed  by 
Acquanetta.  Brenda  Weisberg  is 
writing  "The  Mystery  Of  The  Mad 
Ghoul"  and  Henry  Sucher  is  work- 
ing on  "The   Mummy's   Return." 

Paramount's  contributions  in  the 
"chiller"  field  will  be  "The  Man  In 
Half  Moon  Street,"  which  Lester 
Fuller  will  direct;  and  "Double  In- 
demnity," an  unpublished  novel  by 
James  M.  Cain.  Warners  have  not 
set  a  release  date  on  "Arsenic  And 
Old  Lace,"  the  comedy  horror  play. 
At  Columbia,  Burt  Kelly  has  been 
assigned  to  produce  "Kingdom  Of 
The  Dead,"  an  original  story  by 
Al  Martin.  At  Republic  George 
Sherman  is  scheduled  to  produce  and 
direct  "The  Morgue  Is  Always 
Open,"   by   Jerome    Odium. 

Sam  Katzman  will  produce  three 
Bela  Lugosi  pictures  for  Monogram 
release,  and  his  "Ghosts  On  The 
Loose,"  co-starring  the  East  Side 
Kids  and  Lugosi,  is  set  for  July 
release. 

Alexander-Stern  Prods,  recently 
finished  "The  Ghost  And  The  Guest," 
for  PRC  release.  Its  cast  is  headed 
by  James  Dunn,  Florence  Rice  and 
Mabel  Todd.  On  the  PRC  schedule 
for  the  1943-4  season  is  "The  Exe- 
cutioner," to  be  produced  by  Jack 
Schwarz. 


Warner  Circuit  Starts 
Morale-Building  Plan 


Movies  First  Choice  of 
U.  S.  Troops  in  Britain 


"Victory  Gardening"  Blamed 
For  After-Supper  Biz  Drop 

Springfield,  III.  —  Local  theater 
managers  report  slowing  down  of 
the  "through  the  week"  after-sup- 
per patronage  here  for  the  past 
two  weeks.  Mild  weather  together 
with  the  general  interest  in  "Vic- 
tory Gardening"  is  thought  to  be  re- 
sponsible. However,  week-end  busi- 
ness is  good,  holding  up  the  volume 
experienced  through  the  winter 
months. 
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augurated  a  program  to  encourage 
such  labor  to  patronize  films  that 
have  a  bearing  on  national  defense 
and,  other  war  activities  of  the  na- 
tion. 

The  circuit  has  offered  to  make  its 
theaters  available  day  or  night  for 
any  additional  screenings  for  war 
workers  of  any  picture  that  pos- 
sesses a  morale-building  quality. 
The  one  condition  is  that  a  theater 
must  receive  the  guarantee  of  a 
"good-enough  house"  where  a  spe- 
cial screening  is  put  on  for  de- 
fense woi'kers.  The  aid  of  plant 
managers,  personnel  directors  and 
publicity  representatives  will  be 
sought  in  encouraging  workers  to 
see  pictures  which  will  inspire  a 
maximum  work  effort.  Before  films 
that  lend  themselves  to  such  treat- 
ment are  exhibited  in  the  local  War- 
ner house  they  will  be  shown  to  the 
plant  managers,  personnel  men  and 
the  publicists  at  special  screenings 
by  invitation. 

The  plan  to  use  the  Warner 
houses  for  bolstering  the  morale  of 
war  workers  and  discourage  ab- 
senteeism  was    set   in   motion   at   a 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
United  States.  Half  of  the  men 
questioned  saw  a  film  once  a  week, 
while  nearly  half  seldom  or  never 
listened  to  the  radio,  the  survey  dis- 
closed. 

USO  camp  shows  were  given  first 
preference  where  stage  entertain- 
ment was  concerned.  Next  in  order 
were  those  put  on  by  the  American 
Overseas  Artists,  soldier  shows  and 
the  Ensa   (British)   shows. 

The  method  used  by  Wallace  and 
the  results  obtained  have  won  wide 
approval.  The  survey  was  made  at 
the  direction  of  Lt.  Gen.  Frank  M. 
Andrews,  commander  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces  in  the  European  theater 
of  war. 


Mrs.  Sara  Bakrow  Dead 

Rochester — Mrs.  Sara  Adler  Bak- 
row, mother  of  Mrs.  Beatrice  Bakrow 
Kaufman,  wife  of  George  S.  Kauf- 
man, playwright,  died  here  yester- 
day. 

meeting  held  at  the  Warner  circuit 
offices  in  Newark  between  company 
officials  and  personnel  managers  of 
war  plants  in  that  area. 
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UA  Owners  Won't 
Sell,  Says  Raftery 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tery    said,    adding    that   the    stories 
probably  originated  in  Wall  Streeet. 

Raftery  also  denied  reports  that 
Sir  Alexander  Korda  had  offered  to 
sell  his  stock  to  the  company.  As 
of  yesterday,  Korda  had  not  offered 
the  stock  and  it  was  not  likely  that 
he  will,  Raftery  said.  He  added 
that  the  owners  did  not  object  to 
having  Korda  an  owner  of  UA  and 
at  the  same  time  a  producer  for 
M-G-M  in  England.  Korda  plans  to 
leave  for  London  as  soon  as  he  can 
obtain  transportation. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years, 
UA  can  promise  a  steady  flow  of 
product  through  the  Summer.  In 
fact,  Raftery  said,  20  features,  six 
Hopalong  Cassidys,  two  Harry  Sher- 
man specials  and  12  World  in  Ac- 
tion shorts  will  be  forthcoming 
from  UA  during  the  year  starting  in 
June.  Two  new  producers — as  yet 
unidentified — may  join  the  UA 
ranks  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

In  the  past,  Raftery  said,  UA 
producers  were  reluctant  to  release 
their  pictures  during  the  Summer 
months,  but  now  they  are  convinced 
there  is  as  much  money  to  be  made 
during  the  Summer  as  there  is  in 
the  Winter.  Edward  Small,  Hunt 
Stromberg,  James  Cagney,  Sol  Les- 
ser, Andy  Stone,  Walt  Disney,  Ar- 
nold Pressburger  and  Samuel  Bron- 
ston  will  deliver  high  quality  prod- 
uct during  the  next  four  or  five 
months.  Charles  Chaplin  is  prepar- 
ing the  shooting  script  for  "Blue- 
bird." David  0.  Selznick  as  yet  has 
no  concrete  plans  to  announce. 
Charles  Rogers  is  preparing  "One 
Man's   Family." 

Raftery  said  that  "Stage  Door 
Canteen"  would  be  released  May  13 
and  that  it  looked  to  him  like  one 
of  the  best  pictures  of  its  kind  ever 
made. 

Three  pictures  from  the  Ealing 
studios  in  England  will  be  distrib- 
uted by  UA  this  season.  In  addi- 
tion, Gregor  Rabinovich  will  pro- 
duce "The  Girl  from  Leningrad."    • 

Under  the  UA  policy,  its  producers 
can  decide  for  themselves  whether 
they  want  their  pictures  to  be  sold 
before  or  after  they  are  screened. 


:<  REVIEWS  Of  THE  PEW  HLlTl  A 


The  ...   . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


manager,    Bucklin,    Elkhart 
manager,     Lincoln,     Goshen, 


HELEN    DAUSMAN 
Ind. 

WINNIE     STUMP, 
Ind. 

HELEN   WOSKI,   manager,  Capitol,  Whiting,   Ind. 

JEAN    HENDRIX,    publicist,   Wilby-Kincey,   Char- 
lotte,   N.   C. 

MRS.    BILLIE   WILLIAMS,    manager,    Bowie,    Fort 
Worth,   Tex. 

VIRCINIA    SPENCER,    assistant    publicist,    Inter- 
state  circuit,    Fort   Worth,    Tex. 

VIRCINIA   SEGUIN,    associate   publicity   director, 
20th-Fox,    Chicago. 


"White  Savage" 

with  Jon  Hall,  Maria  Montez,  Sabu 
Universal  75  Mins. 

YARN  OF  LOVE  AND  VILLAINY  IN 
SOUTH  SEAS  IN  TECHNICOLOR  TREAT; 
SHOULD  PULL  WELL  AS  POPULAR  EN- 
TERTAINMENT. 

Its  Technicolor  immersion  indeed  has 
brought  a  blessing  upon  "White  Savage," 
a  tale  of  love  and  villainy  in  the  South 
Seas.  Done  in  black-and-white,  the  film 
would  have  lost  much  of  its  boxoffice 
power  and  the  implausibilities  of  the  story 
would  have  been  hard  to  forget.  However, 
under  the  benign  influence  of  Technicolor 
the  faults  of  the  film  have  shrunk  to  in- 
significance, erasing  any  doubt  of  the  pro- 
duction's boxoffice  success. 

The  color  treatment  gives  the  picture 
irresistible  glamour  and  makes  the  offer- 
ing as  lovely  to  gaze  upon  as  the  lavish 
physical  attributes  of  the  leading  lady,  the 
luscious  Maria  Montez,  whose  presence 
should  be  a  guarantee  of  heavy  male  patron- 
age. Let  it  be  said  to  the  credit  of  "White 
Savage"  that  at  no  time  does  it  lose  its 
value  as  entertainment.  It  is  a  colorful, 
excitingly  told  story  of  wide  popular  ap- 
peal. 

The  subject  is  one  ideally  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  Technicolor.  It  tells  of  the 
efforts  of  Jon  Hall,  a  shark  fisherman,  to 
get  approval  from  Miss  Montez,  an  island 
princess,  to  fish  a  certain  channel  abounding 
in  a  finny  fortune.  Hall  goes  to  the  prin- 
cess to  plead  his  cause  and  immediately 
falls  in  love  with  her,  with  the  proper 
reciprocity  from  the  lady.  Our  hero  incurs 
the  enmity  of  Thomas  Gomez,  who  is  trying 
to  seize  possession  of  the  princess'  island 
domain,  which  contains  a  fabulous  treasure. 
Gomez  even  tries  to  get  Miss  Montez  to 
become  his  bride,  but  the  gal  refuses  to 
have  any  part  of  him.  To  turn  Miss  Montez 
against  Hall  the  villain  goes  so  far  as  to 
have  the  princess'  brother  (Turhan  Bey) 
killed  and  accuse  his  rival  of  the  crime. 
Hall  is  imprisoned  but  escapes  and  traps 
the  killer  (Don  Terry)  with  the  aid  of  a 
Chinese  jack-of-all-professions  (Sidney 
Toler.)  An  earthquake  disposes  of  the 
other  villains. 

The  film  has  brought  out  all  of  Producer 
George  Waggner's  showmanship.  The  skill- 
ful screenplay  was  written  by  Richard 
Brooks  from  an  original  by  Peter  Milne. 
Arthur  Lubin's  direction  keeps  the  action 
forging  steadily  ahead  at  a  swift  pace. 
William  Snyder  and  Lester  White  merit 
bows  for  the  fine  photography. 

The  cast  acquits  itself  acceptably.  Others 
in  the  cast  besides  Hall,  Miss  Montez,  Terry, 
Bey,  Gomez  and  Toler  are  Sabu,  Paul  Guil- 
foyle  and  Constance  Purdy.  Sabu's  role  is 
that  of  Hall's  fixer-upper. 

CAST:  Jon  Hall,  Maria  Montez,  Sabu, 
Don  Terry,  Turhan  Bey,  Thomas  Gomez, 
Sidney  Toler,  Paul  Guilfoyle,  Constance 
Purdy. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  George  Waggner; 
Director,  Arthur  Lubin;  Screenplay,  Richard 
Brooks;  Based  on  story  by  Peter  Milne; 
Cameramen,  William  Snyder,  Lester  White; 
Art  Director,  John  Goodman;  Film  Editor, 
Russell  Schoengarth;  Musical  Director, 
Charles  Previn;  Musical  Score,  Frank  S. 
Kinney. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Swell. 


"I  Escaped  from  the 
Gestapo" 

with   Dean  Jagger,  John  Carradine  and 

Mary  Brian 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Monogram  75  Mins. 

FIFTH  COLUMNIST  MELODRAMA  WITH 
FRESH  ANGLES  IS  WELL  PLAYED  AND 
DIRECTED. 

This  tale  of  Nazi  agents  has  a  novel  set- 
ting and  some  fresh  angles.  It  has  a  cast 
of  seasoned  troupers  and  has  been  given 
able  direction  and  production. 

Unknown  to  Dean  Jagger,  an  expert  for- 
ger, enemy  agents  have  engineered  the 
escape  of  himself  and  a  fellow  prisoner. 
The  Nazi  operators  take  Jagger  to  a  seaside 
penny  arcade,  located  near  Los  Angeles, 
where  he  is  held  virtually  a  prisoner  by 
John  Carradine,  chief  Nazi  agent. 

Jagger  is  forced  to  duplicate  various  docu- 
ments used  by  Carradine  and  his  men.  He 
also  counterfeits  money  of  neutral  coun- 
tries, which  the  Nazis  expect  to  invade. 

At  the  penny  arcade,  unsuspecting  service 
men  have  records  made  to  send  to  their 
homes  and  unwittingly  give  information  to 
the  enemy,  as  Carradine  inspects  all  the 
records.  One  sailor's  record  results  in  an 
American   ship   being  sunk   at   sea. 

Jagger  works  on  Bill  Henry,  a  newcomer, 
from  Germany,  and  one  of  his  captors,  and 
gets  him  interested  in  Mary  Brian,  who  has 
fallen  in  love  with  Jagger.  Mary  works  at 
the  penny  arcade,  but  is  not  a  member  of 
Carradine's  gang.  Henry  is  sent  to  Seattle 
to  do  a  job  of  sabotage,  but  falls  from  his 
train  and  is  killed.  His  bag  is  stolen  and 
when  the  thief  is  arrested,  FBI  men  study 
the  counterfeit  money  and  using  infra-ray, 
find  the  name  of  the  penny  arcade,  where 
Carradine  has  his  headquarters.  It  is  only 
a  matter  of  hours  before  Carradine  and  his 
men  are  caught,  and  Jagger  assured  leniency, 
because  of  his  help  to  the  Government  in 
apprehending  the  enemy  agents. 

Harold  Young  handled  the  direction,  while 
the  King  Bros,  were  the  producers.  Ira  H. 
Morgan  is  credited  with  furnishing  very 
good   photography. 

CAST:  Dean  Jagger,  John  Carradine,  Mary 
Brian,  Bill  Henry,  Sidney  Blackmer,  Ian 
Keith,  Anthony  Ward,  Billy  Marshall,  Nor- 
man Willis,  Charles  Waggenheim,  Ed 
Keane,  Greta  Grandstedt,  Spanky  McFar- 
land. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Corp.  Maurice  King, 
USMC;  Associate  Producer,  Franklin  King; 
Director,  Harold  Young;  Author,  Henry 
Blankfort;  Screenplay,  Henry  Blankfort  and 
Wallace  Sullivan;  Cameraman,  Ira  H.  Mor- 
gan; Editor,  S.  K.  Winston;  Art  Director, 
Dave  Milton;  Sets,  Vin  Taylor;  Music  Super- 
vision, David  Chudnow;  Musical  Score,  W. 
Franke  Harling. 

DIRECTION, *Able.  PHOTOGRAPY,  Very 
Good. 


"Dawn"  Bows  in  London 

London  premiere  of  Columbia's 
"Commandos  Strike  at  Dawn,"  spon- 
sored by  King  Haakon  VII  of  Nor- 
way, was  received  enthusiastically, 
according  to  a  cable  received  by  the 
home  office  yesterday.  Notables  of 
several  foreign  countries  attended 
the  event,  the  first  of  its  kind  since 
the  start  of  the  war. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Inside    Fascist   Spain"   j% 

(March  of  Time)  ( .- 

20th-Fox  17   Mine 

Excellent 

One  of  the  most  revealing  issue, 
to  be  turned  out  by  March  of  Tim. 
in  many  moons,  this  journey  inti 
the  Spain  of  Dictator  Franciscc 
Fianco  rates  as  footage  of  unques , 
tioned  value.  The  film  offers  intimate 
glimpses  of  the  Fascist  machine  a 
work  in  Spain.  Despite  the  fac 
that  the  material  in  "Inside  Fascis 
Spain"  has  been  censored  by  th< 
Spanish  authorities,  it  offers  by  im' 
plication  a  disturbing  picture  of  thi 
menace  of  Fascism.  The  strict  regi 
mentation  of  the  people  of  Spain  i: 
not  to  be  concealed. 

The  commentary  fills  in  all  th( 
dark  details  which  could  not  bt 
shown  in  the  film  because  of  the  cen 
sorship.  The  film  traces  the  de 
velopment  of  Fascism  in  Spain  anc 
shows  how  that  political  philosophy 
has  changed  life  in  that  country 
For  the  fh  st  time  in  any  factual  filn 
a  camera  has  been  permitted  insid< 
the  political  prisons  of  the  country 
It  is  made  clear,  however,  that  ac- 
cess was  allowed  only  to  the  finei 
prisons.  Thomas  J.  Hamilton  anc 
John  Whitaker,  noted  foreign  cor 
respondents  whose  writings  on  Fas- 
cist Spain  are  illuminating,  help  witl 
the  commentary.  This  is  a  short 
that  deserves  solid  booking. 


Hedda  Hopper  Says  Pact 
Abrogated;  Sues  Jergens 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  <DA1L\ 
Los   Angeles — Hedda   Hopper  has 
filed    suit    for    $1,477,500    damages 
against  the  Andrew  Jergens  Co.,  lo- ! 
tion  manufacturers,   and  Lennen   &  I 
Mitchell,  advertising  agency,  charg- 
ing   abrogation    of   a    broadcasting 
contract.  She  charged  that  she  signed  j 
a  26-week  to  five-year  contract,  call- 
ing  for  $1,250  to  $2,500  weekly,  lastj 
year  and  that  the  contract  was  repu- 1 
diated.       Miss    Hopper    is    a    movie 
writer  and  radio  commentator. 


"Casablanca"  Plays  to 
Million  in  RKO  Houses 


Despite     its     16-week     Broadway 
run,   Warners'    "Casablanca'   played] 
to   an   attendance   of  more  than   1, 
000,000  in  its  full  week  on  the  RKC I 
Manhattan,     Brooklyn     and     Bronx 
Circuits,    according    to    the    Warner; 
playdate  department.     Paid  attend- 
ance figure  topped  "Desperate  Jour- 
ney" by  more  than  30  per  cent  and 
practically   equalled    YDD. 

Showing  made  by  "Casablanca' 
was  cited  by  Warners  yesterday  as 
proof  of  the  sustaining  value  of  the 
advertising,  publicity  and  promotion 
accumulated  through  extended  play- 
ing time. 


_ 


, 
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,  Wartime  Basis  for 
-  Warners'  Auditing 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
«es,  with  H.   M.   Doherty,   Auditor 
-stf  Exchanges,  presiding. 

Among  the  chief  topics  of  discus- 
[|^  will  be  the  simplification  of 
^ds  and  reports,  as  well  as  the 
li:nination  of  all  possible  branch 
i  tine,  as  an  aid  to  the  present 
ituation  brought  about  by  the  loss 
f  personnel  going  into  military 
Tvice  and  war  industries. 
A.  W.  Schwalberg,  supervisor  of 
u-hanges,  also  will  conduct  a  spe- 
ial  session,  and  there  will  be  an- 
ther with  S.  W.  Hatch,  in  charge 
f  contract  and  sales  records. 


RC  to  Star  Frank  Buck 

'est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  •DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Frank  ('Bring  'Em 
;ack  Alive")  Buck  will  star  in  "Tiger 
"angs,"  which  will  be  produced  by 
ack  Schwarz  for  PRC.  Production 
tarts  June  10. 


N.  W.  Allied  Governors 
To  Meet  in  Late  April 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
L.   Peaslee   of   Stillwater,   president, 
announced  he  would  issue  a  call  for 
a  meeting  of  Northwest  Allied  gov 
ernors   late   this   month. 

"Theater  men  need  an  organiza- 
tion now  as  never  before,  and  a 
good  strong  one,"  one  member  of 
Allied  said  when  he  learned  of  call 
for  the  meeting.  "Certainly  this  is 
no  time  to  talk  about  Northwest 
Allied  quitting  the  field." 

Offices  of  the  organization,  which 
bad  been  maintained  here  up  to  the 
time  Fred  Strom  resigned  as  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  have  been  moved 
to  Stillwater,  Peaslee  announced. 


Chaplin  Writing  Script 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Charlie  Chaplin  has 
completed  150  pages  of  the  script 
of  his  next  comedy,  "The  French 
Bluebeard."  He  will  star,  direct, 
produce  the  pic  for  UA. 


TO  THEATRE  EXHIBITORS  & 
MANAGERS  OF  AMERICA 


We  need  over  100  good  salesmen 
or  saleswomen  to  help  us  promote 
the  distribution  and  showing  in 
motion  picture  theatres  of  our  Screen 
Broadcasts  War  Effort  films  in  sup- 
port of  the  Treasury's  War  Savings 
Campaign;  OPA's  Rationing  Cam- 
paign; the  Civilian  Defense  Program; 
the  Public  Health  and  Nutrition 
Program ;  the  War  Workers'  Safety 
Program  for  the  Department  of 
Labor;  and  the  Program  for  the  Red 
Cross.  Each  representative  will  be 
assigned  a  protected  territory  con- 
sisting of  about  one-fourth  of  a  state, 
and  will  work  under  a  travel-expense 
allowance,  commission  and  bonus 
plan. 

Must  be  draft  exempt;  free  to  travel; 
eligible  for  bond;  between  30  and  50 


•  years  of  age,  and  available  imme- 
diately. We  will  pay  each  one  chosen 
not  less  than  $4,000  per  year  and 
from  there  up,  depending  upon 
ability.  Work  will  consist  of  con- 
tacting leading  business  firms  for  the 
sponsored  showings  of  these  films. 
If  you  know  of  any  good,  high  caliber 
sales  people  outside  of  the  motion 
picture  field  (such  as  insurance,  real 
estate,  securities  or  automobile  sales- 
men) whose  earnings  have  been 
affected  by  priorities  or  who  want  to 
get  directly  into  the  War  Effort,  put 
them  in  touch  with  us  immediately. 
A  personal  interview  will  be  arranged 
and  we  will  train  them  at  our  ex- 
pense. Have  them  write  us  outlining 
their  qualifications  and  send  non- 
returnable   recent   snapshot. 


The   Screen    Broadcasts   War    Effort   Films 
are  distributed: 

In   the  Northern,   Mid-Western   and   Western   States   by 

UNITED  FILM  SERVICE,  INC. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

and  in  the  Southern,  Atlantic  and  New  England  States  by 

MOTION    PICTURE    ADVERTISING    SERVICE    CO.,    INC. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
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Paramount  Bulletin,  April  15 
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Trial  of  Isadore  Zevin 
Postponed  to  May  5 


Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy 
yesterday  postponed  the  trial  of  Isa- 
dore Zevin,  one-time  bookkeeper  for 
George  E.  Browne,  former  IATSE 
head,  to  May  5.  Zevin  is  under  an 
indictment  alleging  perjury  before 
a  Federal  grand  jury  investigating 
the  Alliance's  $1,500,000  slush  fund. 
The  adjournment  was  granted  at  the 
request  of  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney 
Boris    Kostelanetz. 


Rochester  Critic  Urges  Pix  Fans  to  Call 

For  Service  Deferment  of  Screen  Players 

Rochester — Film  fans  here,  if  they  feel  that  Selective  Service  should  not 
take  any  more  importat  actors  from  Hollywood  for  service  in  the  armed  forces 
— unless  players  insist  on  enlisting — are  urged  by  George  L.  David,  film  critic 
for  the  Democrat  and  Chronicle,  to  register  their  opinion  with  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis 
B.  Hershey. 

"If  our  Government  won't  defer  actors  without  public  demand,"  says  David, 
"all  of  us  who  think  such  action  is  necessary  would  do  well  to  petition  our 
congressmen  or  General   Hershey  to  this  effect." 


Consolidated  Amusement 
Reports  $542,499  Profit 


Honolulu  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  tj 
Censor) — Consolidated  Amusemerv 
Co.,  Ltd.,  has  reported  a  net  profi 
of  $542,499.52  for  1942,  equal  U\ 
$2.17  a  share  on  250,000  shares  o: 
no  par  common. 


Reopen  Brazil,  Ind.,  Fox        /*-" 

Brazil,  Ind.— H.  E.   Stearley,l^? 

reopen  the  Fox  Theater  here.    Housi 

has  been  dark  for  sometime. 


TOPS  IN  THE  ROGERS  SERIES-rhe  Exhibitor 


ROY  ROGERS  •  TRIGGER  2LS2E-  -  m  BURNETTE 
-"KING  OF  THE  COWBOYS" 

with  BOB  NOLAN  AND  THE  SONS  OF  THE  PIONEERS  •  PEGGY  MORAN 

Gerald    M0HR   •    Dorothea    KENT  •    Lloyd    C0RRIGAN  •  JOSEPH  KANE,  D/'recfor  •  Screen  Play  by  OKve  Cooper  •  J.  Benfoh  Cheney  •  Original  Story  by  Hal  Long 

A  REPUBLIC  PICTURE 
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ntimate  in  Character 
nternational  in  Scope 
ndependent    in    Thought 
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FOREIGN  OUTLOOK  BRIGHTER,  HAW  FINDS 

War  No  Excuse  For  Relaxing  Moral  Standards 


lays  Declares  Situation 
Zalls  for  Greater  Vigilance 
father  Than  a  Letdown 


A  flat  warning  that  "it  would  be 
ulpable  dereliction  if  we  regarded 
he  war  crisis  in  any  way  an  occasion 
•r  an  excuse  for  abandoning  the  prin- 
iples  of  the  Production  Code  or  re- 
axing  its  administration"  was 
;ounded  yesterday  by  Will  H.  Hays, 
tfPPDA  prexy,  in  his  annual  report 
o  the  association's  directors. 

Asserting  that  the  Code  "has  aug- 
mented every  service  which  the 
screen  performs,"  he  reasserted  its 
ntentions  and  tenets  with  a  renewed 
oledge  "to  defend  the  freedom  of  the 
nlm  from  meddlesome  restrictions 
:hat  serve  the  special  interests  of 
those  who  would  seek  to  impose  them 
by  force." 

Hays  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  President  has  clearly  op- 
posed interference  by  any  Govern- 
ment agency  with  the  content  of 
films,  and  to  the   successive   assur- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Dillon,  Read  Closes 
For  RCA'sRKO  Slock 


David  Sarnoff,  president  of  RCA, 
yesterday  announced  the  sale  of 
RCA   holdings   in   RKO   Corp.   to   a 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 

"Identifying  Jap  Zero" 
May  Get  WAC  Release 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Release  by  OWI  of 
the  Army  training  film,  "Identifying 
(Continued  on  Page   6) 


THovles,  Coffee  and 
Sinkers  at  30  Cents 

Des  Moines,  la.  —  Thirty-cent 
breakfast  matinees  at  6:30  and  8:30 
a.m.  for  war  plant  swing  shifters  with 
free  coffee  and  doughnuts  has  been 
inaugurated  by  Manager  Eddie  For- 
ester of  the  Des  Moines  Theater. 


$16,520,000  Gross  Estimated  for  Theaters 

Operated  by  the  Army  Motion  Picture  Service 

A  gross  of  $16,520,000  for  Army  camp  theaters  operated  by  the  U.  S.  Army 
Motion  Picture  Service  during  1942  is  indicated  by  figures  in  the  MPPDA  an- 
nual statement.  Review  reports  that  the  Service's  840  theaters  in  camps  and 
bases  in  the  U.  S.,  Alaska  and  the  Caribbean  drew  a  total  attendance  of  118,- 
000,000  service  men  at  the  nominal  admission  fee  of  14  cents.  Theaters  have  a 
seating  capacity  of  543,576.    All  profits  are  turned  over  to  camp  mess  funds. 

Navy  also  shows  films  on  ships  and  at  naval  bases  under  another  arrangement. 
Over  100  Service  hospitals  are  equipped  with  projection  equipment  for  thera- 
peutic use. 


Welansky  Sentenced 
To  12  to  15  Years 


Boston — Barnett  Welansky,  con- 
victed of  manslaughter  in  the  Cocoa- 
nut  Grove  disaster,  yesterday  was 
sentenced  to  12  to  15  years  in  state 
prison.  Welansky,  who  owned  the 
Grove  and  also  several  picture  the- 
aters, had  been  convicted  on  19 
counts. 

Judge  Joseph  Hurley  denied  three 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Distribs.  Refuse  Releasing 
Plan  of  So.  Calif.  ITO 


West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood — Distributors  have  re- 
fused to  consider  a  plan  offered  by 
a  committee  representing  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona  in 
connection  with  problems  created  by 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


New  Army-Navy  Film 
Distribution  Sel-up 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DA'LY 
Washington — A  new  Army-Navy 
film  distribution  set-up  designed  to 
give  maximum  circulation  to  film 
entertainment  for  those  in  service 
has  been  made  possible  by  permit- 
ting the  Navy  to  share  in  the  use  of 
16  mm.  prints  of  current  film  attrac- 
tions originally  presented  to  the 
(Continued  on   Page   6) 


WPB  Approves  $206,908 
For  Sets  for  "Dr.  Wassell' 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — What  is  believed  to 
be  the  highest  budget  for  sets  for  a 
single  picture  since  the  $5,000  limit 
was  established  was  given  approval 
yesterday  by  the  facilities  bureau  of 
WPB.     The  picture  is  Paramount's 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 


Film  More  Original  Stories 

Studios  Depending  Less  on  Novels,  Plays 


Conn.  Court  Upholds 
Adorno  Suit  Decision 


New  Haven — The  State  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors  has  found  no  error 
in  the  Superior  Court's  decision  in 
the  case  of  Franklyn  Arrigoni,  Mid- 
dletown  Theater,  Inc.,  Middlesex 
Theater,  Inc.,  and  S  &  S  Theater 
Corp.     vs.     Salvatore,    Joseph     and 

(Continued   on  Page   6) 


A  continuing  trend  towards  the 
use  of  or  original  screenplays  for 
motion  picture  stories  is  revealed  by 
a  comparison  of  story  sources  of  fea- 
ture approved  by  the  Production 
Code  Authority,  according  to  the 
forthcoming  1943  Film  Daily  Year 
Book. 

Checkup  shows  that  of  the  548 
pictures  approved  by  PCA,  in  1942, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


European  Neutrals,  Turkey 
Resist  Nazi  Pressure  for 
Exclusion  of  U.  S.  Films 


Despite  pressure  by  Germany 
to  keep  American  films  from 
neutral  countries  in  Europe,  the 
foreign  mar- 
ket for  Amer- 
ican pictures 
presented  a 
brighter 
prospect  a  t 
the  end  of 
last  year 
than  it  did 
during  the 
early  periods 
of  t  h  e  war, 
Will  H.  Hays 
indicated    i  n 

,.„.,   t,    ,,.x,»  hijs     annual 

WILL  H.  HAYS  report  tQ  the 

MPPDA  board  of  directors. 

While      the      International      Film 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


MPPDA  Reaffirms 
PCA;  Re-elects  Officers 


At  the  meeting  yesterday  of  the 
members  of  the  MPPDA,  ail  officers 
were  re-elected  and  all  members  of 
the  board  with  the  exception  of  Ma- 
jor Hal  Roach  who  is  on  active  mili- 
tary service. 

The    organization    also    reaffirmed 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


MPPDA  Bureau  Mixed 
53  of  4,219  Titles 

Only  53  of  4,219  titles  listed  with 
the  MPPDA  Title  Registration  Bu- 
reau during  1942  were  rejected,  it 
Is  revealed  by  the  annual  report. 
Of  the  titles  registered,  300  were 
cleared  for  non-members;  there  were 
four  arbitrations. 

Over  40,000  titles  of  released  pic- 
tures are  on  file  with  the  Bureau 
and  there  are  about  11,000  in  the 
unreleased  file.  Average  annual 
registration  is  approximately  3,500. 
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BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK    MARKET 
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High  Low  Close  Chg. 
15V2     151/2     151/2   +     % 

17        16!/2     17       +     % 

1%       1%       1%      

HI/4      Hi/4      14i/4   +      l/g 
60       1591/4  160       +   1 
201/4     1934     20       +      1/2 
561/4     541/2     531/2   +  1 
23  %     23         233/4   +  U/g 
655/s    1655/s   1655/s    +  63/g 

8!/4  7%  77/8  —  l/g 
85  843/4  843/4  +  ll/4 
20  19  195/a  +  5/8 
301/2     301/2     301/2   +     1/8 

125/g     12         12         

BOND    MARKET 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%) 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.    pfd. 

East.     Kodak      1 

Cen.     Prec.     Eq.. 

Loew's,     Inc 

Paramount      

Para.    1    pf.   called    M.l 

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th  Century-Fox  

20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 
Warner     Bros 

NEW    YORK 

Par.  B'way  3s55  

Para.   Picts.  deb.  4s56 

NEW  YORK 
Monogram  Picts.  .  . . 
Radio-Keith     cvs. 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux       

Univ.      Corp.     vtc.  .  . 
N.      Y.     OVER-THE- 


CURB    MARKET 

1%        1%        1% 
1%         l'/4 

3Vs 


H/4 

3!/8        .... 

101/4  +   1/4 

25/8      

173/4   171/4   171/2    

COUNTER     SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 683/8     70% 


31/4 
IOI/4     10 

25/8         25/8 


Jenson  111,  May  Delay  Trial 

Minneapolis  —  The  Jenson-Ratner 
case  in  White  Bear  Lake  stands  for 
trial,  but  is  not  likely  to  be  reached 
until  late  next  week.  Young  Jen- 
son,  whose  mother  owns  the  Avalon 
there,  is  ill  in  hospital  and  the  trial 
may  not  even  proceed  then  because 
he  is  an  important  witness. 


Local  702-Mercury  Lab.  Sign 

Contract  calling  for  10  per  cent 
wage  increases  has  been  signed  with 
Mercury  Laboratory  by  Motion  Pic- 
ture Laboratory  Technicians  Union, 
Local  702,  IATSE. 


Alliance  Circuit  Starts 
Spring  Drive  on  Tuesday- 
Chicago — Alliance  circuit  will  hold 
its  annual  Spring  drive  for  18  weeks 
starting  next  Tuesday.  Managers' 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Columbia 
Club  in  Indianapolis  on  the  opening 
day  with  P.  J.  Dee,  president;  S.  J. 
Gregory  and  James  Gregory,  operat- 
ing managers;  John  Doerr  and  Peter 
Panagos,  chief  bookers;  R.  H.  Brandt, 
controller,  and  Lou  Harris,  mana- 
ger, maintenance  department,  attend- 
ing from  the  Chicago  offices. 

Circuit  recently  equalized  admis- 
sion prices  eliminating  the  odd  penny 
tariffs  and  made  holiday  and  Sunday 
admission  scales  for  both  matinees 
and  evening  the  same.  No  loss  of 
business  has  resulted  from  these 
changes,  according  to  the  officials. 

Company  is  adding  women  assis- 
tant managers  to  replace  men,  as 
they  are  called  into  service,  while 
older  women  are  being  employed  for 
candy  and  service  counters  over  the 
circuit. 


San  Juan  Projectionists 
Seeking  25%  Pay  Boosts 

San  Juan,  P.  R.  (By  Air  Mail- 
Passed  by  Censor) — Projectionists, 
assistants  and  other  employes  in  the 
exhibition  field  are  demanding  wage 
increases  of  25  per  cent  from  the 
Teodulo  Llamas  circuit,  the  Metro 
theaters  and  Pedro  Alemteros,  an 
independent.  The  houses  have  been 
given  seven  days  to  meet  the  de- 
mand. Meanwhile  the  strike  against 
the  Cobian  circuit  continues  although 
15  of  the  company's  houses  are  run- 
ning. The  strike  has  been  settled 
in  Ponce  and  Mayaguez. 


Greek  War  Relief 
Com.  to  Meet  Today 

Motion  Picture  Committee  for  the 
Greek  War  Relief  Show,  which  is 
to  be  held  in  Madison  Square  Garden 
on  May  18,  will  meet  for  further  or- 
ganizational purposes  today  at  lunch- 
eon in  the  Hotel  Astor  at  1  p.m. 

Speakers  at  the  session  will  in- 
clude Edward  L.  Alperson,  Harry 
Brandt  and  Ed  Sullivan. 


M  of  T  Film  Spotlights 
Trade's  War  Activities 


Several  scenes  for  the  March  of 
Time's  issue  dealing  with  the  war 
activities  of  the  film  industry  were 
shot  yesterday  at  the  Warner  home 
office. 


Chi.  Operators  Pact  Again  Up 

Chicago — It  is  reported  that  the- 
ater executives  are  meeting  with 
operators'  officials  regarding  the  new 
wage  contract  agreed  upon  recently 
but  not  signed  by  the  theater  men. 
Union  officials  want  a  signed  agree- 
ment to  present  to  WLB  for  approv- 
al. Negotiations  will  continue.  The 
WLB  has  not  approved  engineers, 
janitors  or  stagehands'  contracts  as 
yet. 


Actors'  Equity  Nominates 
Lytell  for  Re-Election 


Actors  Equity's  regular  slate  to  be 
voted  upon  at  the  organization's  an- 
nual meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on 
May  28  is  headed  by  Bert  Lytell, 
up  for  re-election.  Augustin  Dun- 
can was  nominated  for  first  vice- 
president;  Cornelia  Otis  Skin- 
ner, second  vice-president;  Dudley 
Digges,  third  vice-president;  Wil- 
liam Harrigan,  fourth  vice-president; 
John  Beal,  recording  secretary;  Paul 
Dullzell,   treasurer. 

Fifteen  were  nominated  for  the 
10  posts  on  the  council  for  full  five- 
year  terms.  The  nominees:  Hugh 
Rennie,  Anne  Seymour,  Edgar  Stehli, 
Edith  Atwater,  Ray  Bolger,  Clay 
Clement,  Ernest  Cossart,  Clarence 
Derwent,  Jessie  Royce  Landis,  Erin 
O'Brien  Moore,  Rhys  Williams,  Eric 
Dressier,  Todd  Duncan,  Janet  Fox, 
Paul  McGrath. 

Two  were  nominated  for  council 
replacement,  a  post  carrying  a  three- 
year  tenure.  They  were  Joseph  Ma- 
caulay  and  Fleming  Ward. 


St.  Louis  R.  C.  War  Fund 
Collections  at  $35,000 


St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  re- 
gional chairman  for  the  industry's 
Red  Cross  Drive,  announced  yester- 
day that  incomplete  returns  from  the 
participating  theaters  in  St.  Louis 
and  St.  Louis  County  indicated  col- 
lections of  $33,891.28.  Additional 
reports  to  come  through  later  will 
boost  the  total  well  beyond  $35,000, 
This  greatly  exceeds  the  original 
quota  set  for  St.  Louis. 


5,323  Theater  Patrons 
Swell  Blood  Donor  List 


Film  patrons  here  to  the  number 
of  5,323  made  appointments  in  eight 
theaters  last  week  to  give  a  pint  of 
their  blood  to  the  Red  Cross,  bring- 
ing the  number  of  plasma  donors  to 
14,205  in  the  last  eight  weeks.  Eight 
reported  donors  signed  as  follows: 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  1,502;  Para- 
mount, 877;  Rivoli,  349;  Strand,  417; 
Loew's  State,  703;  Astor  282;  Capi- 
tol, 564;  Roxy,  629. 

Red  Cross  workers  are  soliciting 
blood  donors  at  the  following  houses 
this  tweek:  Skouras  Academy  Of 
Music,  Loew's  Lincoln  Square,  RKO 
81st  Street,  Manhattan;  Century 
Mayfair,  Randforce  Carroll  and 
Brandt's   Flatbush,   Brooklyn. 


Talk  "Moscow"  Premiere 
In  Davies'  Home  Town 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Arrangements  for  a 
special  world  premiere  of  "Mission 
to  Moscow"  in  Watertown,  Wis., 
home  town  of  former  Ambassador 
Joseph  E.  Davies,  and  plans  for  a 
nation-wide  speaking  tour  by  Davies 
timed  with  the  release  of  the  War- 
ners' film  version  of  his  best-seller, 
are  being  discussed  here  by  Davies 
and  Charles  Einfeld  of  Warners. 


cominc  and  go  mo 


SAM  BURCER,  M-G-M  home-office  rep.,  ha* 
returned  to  New  York  for  conferences  with  com- 
pany executives  after  18  months  touring  the 
Americas.  At  the  end  of  the  confabs  he  will  gc 
abroad    again. 

EDWARD  ARNOLD  arrived  in  town  yesterda> 
from  Colorado,  where  he  opened  a  Bond  drive 
on  Monday.  Next  Thursday  he  will  go  to  Phila- 
delphia to  take  part  in  the  Jewish  pageant 
"We  Will   Never  Die." 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Warners'  publicity  m'i-, 

ager  in  the  East,   left  yesterday  for  Washir 

He  returns  to  New  York  early  next  week. 

SAMUEL     COLDWYN,     accompanied     by 
missus,    is   a    guest   at    the    Waldorf-Astoria. 

CHARLES  and  DOROTHY  LINDAU,  operator;! 
of  the  Lindau  circuit,  have  returned  to  Chicagcl 
from    a    Mexican    trip. 

CLARENCE  PHILLIPS  of  the  Columbia  ex-! 
change  in  Chicago  is  in  Florida. 

PHIL  DUNAS,  district  manager  for  Columbia 
in  Chicago,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a  vacatior 
in  the  South. 

MRS.  SAMUEL  ROSEN,  of  Rosen  Film  Deliv- 
ery, New  Haven,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks 
visit  with   Lt.   Rosen  at  Gulfport,   Miss. 

EDWARD  DMYTRYK,  who  will  direct  "Mac  I 
Brood  of  Japan"  for  RKO  Radio,  left  New  Yort  | 
yesterday   for   Hollywood. 

1st  Lt.   EDMUND  GRAINGER,   attached  to  the] 
U.   S.   Signal  Corps   in  Washington,   has   returnee] 
to   that  city   from    New   York,   following  an   of- 
ficial   business    trip. 


SPYROS    SKOURAS, 
the    Coast   last    night. 


20th-Fox    head,    left    foi 


KAO  Declares  Dividends 
On  Preferred,  Common 


Board  of  directors  of  Keith-Al 
bee-Orpheum  yesterday  declared  i 
dividend,  out  of  operating  surplus 
of  $1.75  per  share  on  the  7  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock  for  the  quarter  ended  June 
30,  1943,  payable  July  1  to  stock 
holders  of  record  June  15.  The 
board  also  declared  a  dividend,  ou 
of  operating  surplus,  of  50  cents 
per  share  on  the  common  stock,  pay- 
able on  April  30  to  stockholders  oi 
record   April  26. 

Sturgeons  Buy  Another 

Fulton,  111. — Royal  here  has  beer 
acquired  by  Clair  and  Don  Sturgeor 
who  operate  the  Werbner,  Lewiston 


APRIL  16 

Charles    Chaplin  Paul   Sloane 

Douglas    McPhail  Fifi    D'Orsay 

APRIL  17 

Ann   Shirley  Raymond   Gallagher 
William    Holden  J.  S.  Ward 

Arthur   Lake  William  Travis 

APRIL   18 
Wendy    Barrie  Col.    Fred    Levy 

Glen    Allvine 
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Welansky  Sentenced 
To  12  to  15  Years 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

motions  intended  to  postpone  or 
avert  the  sentence  of  Welansky  or 
to  delay  his  serving  his  term.  Wel- 
ansky's  attorney  had  served  notice 
of  appeal  for  a  new  trial  and  this, 
too,  was  denied  by  the  presiding 
judge.  There  remains  the  possibility 
of  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
of  course. 

James  Welansky,  his  brother,  and 
Jacob  Goldfine,  wine  steward,  who 
were  co-defendants  and  who  were  ac- 
quitted were  in  the  court  when  sent- 
ence was  pronounced. 

Attorney  General  Robert  T.  Bush- 
nell  made  a  37-minute  speech  prais- 
ing the  jury  for  its  work  and  its 
findings  and  promised  there  would  be 
immediate  action  on  the  indictments 
against  seven  others  indicated  along 
with  the  Welansky  Brothers  and 
Goldfine  but  to  be  tried  separately. 

More  than  490  persons  lost  their 
lives  in  the  fire,  among  them  Buck 
Jones  and  20  film  industry  officials 
and  wives. 


New  Hampshire  House 
Votes  Safety  Measure 

Concord,  N.  H.  —  The  so-called 
"Cocoanut  Grove"  bill,  sponsored  by 
a  special  committee  named  by  Gov. 
Robert  0.  Blood  last  December  and 
intended  to  prevent  such  a  tragedy 
as  occurred  at  the  Boston  night  club 
with  a  loss  of  more  than  500  lives, 
has  been  approved  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  here.  The  bill  ap- 
proved requires  licensing  of  places 
of  assembly,  fire-proofing  of  com- 
bustible materials,  and  protection  of 
aisles,  exits,  doors,  etc. 

The  measure  applies  only  to  exist- 
ing places  of  assembly,  and  a  com- 
panion bill,  designed  to  cover  future 
construction,  was  given  an  adverse 
report  by  the  committee  on  revision 
of  statutes. 


MPPDA  Officers  and  Board 
Members  are  Re-elected 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

its   policy    on   the    Production    Code 
Administration. 


Joe  Amstead  Recovers 

Worcester,  Mass.— Joe  Amstead, 
ill  in  the  hospital  for  many  months, 
is  now  back  at  the  Elm  Street  as 
manager. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


DAN  GOULD,  JR.,  Interstate  circuit  publicist, 
Forth    Worth,    Tex, 

ALEX   PARIZER,   shipper,   Columbia,   New   York. 

ROBERT  CREENBERC,  shipper,  Columbia,  New 
Haven. 

MICHAEL  STRANGER,  assistant,  Palace,  Hart- 
ford,  Conn. 

PHIL  SOLOMON,  manager,  B  &  K  Drake,  Chi- 
cago. 


More  Lines  Off  a  Reporter's  Cuff 

•  •  •  UNDER  the  patriotic  aegis  of  A.  H.  Blank,  big  gun  of  Tri- 
States  and  Central  States  Theaters,  the  lads  of  our  armed  forces  have  a 
solid  link  with  their  co-workers  on  the  home  front  via  "War-Time  Broad- 
caster," published   co-operatively  by   these   circuits The   magazine 

is  an  excellent  job  throughout,  packing  plenty  of  bright  human  interest 

What  Phil  M.  particularly  admires  is  the  tribute  by  Rabbi  Eugene 

Mannheimer  to  the  late  Raymond  Blank  ...  •  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice's three-day  regional,  under  way  this  morning  in  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  is  bound  to  be  the  most  important  local  huddle  in  org's  annals, 
considering  that  the  proceedings  are  so  closely  linked  with  filmland's 
current  and  future  war  effort  contributions  ...  •  Oscar  Serlin  Associ- 
ates are  now  established  in  new  quarters. — 1270  Sixth  Ave.,  and,  for 
Film  Row's  records  the  telephone  number  is  Circle  5-6371  ...  •  Leo 
the  Lion  is  reported  to  have  under  test  the  Metropolitan  tenor.  Charles 
Kullman,  for  a  warbling  hero's  role  in  a  forthcoming  M-G-M  musical  .  .  . 

•  Anent  sharps  and  flats,  Benny  Goodman  is  domestically  swinging 
away  from  jive  to  practicing  on  lullaby  stuff,  for  he  and  his  spouse  are 
expecting  an  heir  at  the  end  of  the  month  ...  •  Mayor  LaGuardia 
and  Mrs.  Vincent  Astor  have,  purchased  the  first  tickets  for  the  Greek 

War  Relief  Show  to  be  held  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden  on  May  18 

Pasteboards  went  on  sale  yes'day 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  EXPANSION  of  Altec  Lansing's  war  production  activities 
has  necessitated  opening  of  executive  offices  on  the  12th  floor  of  the 
Taft  Building,  1680  North  Vine  St.,  Hollywood  ...  •  "The  Angels' 
Table"  o'er  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen  is  becoming  an  institution  in 

itself At  it  can  park  each  night  just  a  few  civilians,  each  of  whom 

has  to  contribute  a  stipulated  sum  of  money  to  the  Canteen's  support 

It's  the  only  way  in  which  any  outsider   {not  a  member  of  the 

armed  forces)  can  get  a  literal  or  figurative  "look  in" One  of  the 

most  enthusiastic  of  the  Angels  is  Thomas  P.  Durell,  member  of 
RKO's  board  ...  •  Walt  Goldman,  West  Coast  music  publisher, 
vended  $2,800  in   War  Bonds  at  a  recent  private  party   he  hosted   in 

L.A.'s  Ambassador  Hotel Songwriters  Lou  Pollack,  Al  Sherman, 

and  Harry  Tobias  were  'rnong  those  who  tossed  cash  on  the  line  .  .  . 
9  Ted  Steele  flirting  with  Columbia  Pix,  but  his  heart  belongs  to 
20th-Fox  and  Betty  Grable  ...  •  Lillian  Roth  will  head  the  long 
line  of  big-time  names  who  once  attended  the  Professional  Children's 
School  and  who  will  return  to  roost  at  their  Alma  Mater's  benefit  show 
on  the  night  of  April  26  at  the  Royale  ...  •  Hats  off  to  the  mem- 
bers of  lATSE's  Film  Exchange  Employes  Union,  Local  F-51,  for  pass- 
ing a  resolution  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln  huddle  on  Tuesday  whereby 
each  of  them  will  contribute  one  day's  pay  to  the  New  York  Labor 
War  Chest  (covering  Red  Cross,  USO,  and  Greater  New  York  Fund) 
and  all  war  funds  of  the  various  Allied  nations  ...  #  To  give 
overseas-bound  troops  something  pleasant  to  remember  as  their  last 
impressions  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  something  they'll  want  to  fight  hard 
to  come  back  to  soon,  ports  of  embarkation  in  this  country  have  set  up 
recreation  centers  generously  decorated  with  posters,  cartoons,  photos, 

etc.,  including  a  supply  of  cinema  cheesecake And,  according  to 

letters  of  appreciation  from  commanders  of  the  embarkation  points  to 
Bernard  R.  Goodman,  Warners'  advertising  accessories  sales  manager 
(who  has  been  supplying  a  good  deal  of  this  material),  the  favorite 
impressions  are  those  provided  by  the  pin-up  type  pictures  of  Holly- 
wood stars They  prove  a  great  "lift"  to  morale 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Studios  Film  More 
Original  Stories 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
401,  or  73.2  per  cent  were  original 
For  1941,  63  per  cent  of  approve 
features  were  original  material  ai 
in  1940,  61.8  per  cent.  Novels  adapt* 
for  the  screen  were  in  second  pla> 
each  year.  In  1942,  10.4  per  cei 
were  in  this  category;  1941,  10.2  pi 
cent  and  1940,  20.8  per  cent. 

Comparison  also  indicates  th 
stage  plays  dropped  off  as  a  S/4H 
of  motion  picture  screenplays, 
ure  for  1942  was  5.7  per  cent;  "fi 
1941,  10  per  cent  and  1940,  9.8  p> 
cent. 

Source  percentages  of  the  balan 
of  1942  features  are:  short  storie 
5.3;  biographies,  1.3;  documentar 
historical,  1.1;  source  unknown,  7, 
and  miscellaneous,  1.6. 


Metiers  and  Westerns  Top 
PC  A  Analysis  of  Features 

Melodramas  head  the  lists  of  typ 
of  features  approved  by  the  PCA 
both  1941  and  1942  it  is  shown  by  ; 
analysis  of  types  included  in  W 
Hays'  annual  MPPDA  report.  In  bo 
years  Westerns  were  in  second  plac 
followed  by  Dramas  in  1942  ai 
Comedies  in  1941. 

Figures,  according  to  the  surve 
are:  Melodramas,  1941,  223 — 19^ 
215;  Westerns,  1941,  119—1942,  11 
Dramas,  1941,  62—1942,  80;  Coi 
edies,  1941,  83—1942,  65;  Crin 
1941,  25—1942,  17;  Miscellaneoi 
1941,  63—1942,  57. 

Report  also  notes  that  three  fe 
tures  were  rejected  by  the  PCA  di 
ing  1942  and  that  18  pictures,  ori 
inally  rejected,  were  revised  a 
approved. 

Basils  to  Take  Buffalo 
Lafayette  About  July  4 

Buffalo — A.  Charles  Hayman,  he 
of  the  Hayman  circuit  and  pre 
dent  of  MPTO  of  New  York  Sta: 
Inc.,  will  bow  out  of  the  local  tl 
ater  scene  on  or  about  July  4,  wh 
his  Lafayette,  downtown  first-rvl 
will  be  taken  over  by  the  Basil  c 
cuit,  under  terms  of  a  deal  just  co 
pleted.  Hayman,  who  also  has  t 
Niagara  Falls  theaters,  has  operal 
the  Lafayette  for  the  last  13  yea  j 

Nicholas  J.  Basil,  secretary  s 
treasurer  of  Basil  Enterprises,  Ii 
handling  the  circuit's  real  estaj 
said  he  will  be  president  of  the  ne  ■ 
ly-organized  Basil  Realty  Co.  wh- 
in 30  days  will  take  over  mana^; 
ment  of  the  building  and  60  d£ 
after  that  will  assume  operat: 
of  the  film  house. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


ANCELA  CORiRADO,   assistant,   Loew-Poli,  H, 
ford,   Conn. 

PEGGY  VILLENAVE,  acting  assistant,  loew-'j 
Springfield,    Mass. 


Jay,  April  16,  1943 


IDE 


DAILY 


J.  S.  Pix  Retain  Popularity  in  Free  Countries 




3PDA  Long  Concerned 
ith  Our  Films  From  a 
orld  Point  of  View 
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amber,  a  semi-official  organiza- 
1  made  up  of  repiesentatives  of 
»an  and  the  governments  and  film 
de  bodies  of  almost  all  of  the 
n  tries  in  Europe,  including  the 
.trals,  has  tried  to  exclude  Amer- 
ictures,  the  venture  has  not 
uccessful. 

he   Nazis'   own   direct   pres- 
ure     moves     against     Sweden, 
Switzerland      and      Finland, 
hrough  the  medium  of  threats 
o  discontinue   supplies   of   raw 
.tock    and    technical    equipment 
ital  to  domestic  production  in 
hose  three  countries,  also  have 
lismally  failed,  the  MPPDA  di- 
rectorate was  told.    Hays  point- 
ed out  that  at  the  end  of  last 
."ear    there    was    no    indication 
hat  any  of  the  European  neu- 
rals,  or  Turkey,   would  submit 
o  the  German  pressure. 
flays  said  that  in  those  countries 
•leiican  films  continued  to  retain 
or  popularity  and   the  only  diffi- 
Ity  encountered  was  that  of  trans- 
lation.     The   Axis   pressure,   he 
ded,  was   successful   in  only   one 
stance — unoccupied      France      and 
ench  North  Africa  where  the  ban 
U.   S.  pictures   became    effective 
Oct.   15,   1942.      The   landing   of 
merican    troops    in   French    North 
"i  ica  changed  the  situation  in  that 
|  .  rritory,  he  explained. 
Our  trade  relations  with  other  for- 
tn  countries  were  summarized  by 
ays  as  follows: 

Substantial  sums  of  money  are 
still  blocked  in  France,   all  re- 
mittances     from      unoccupied 
France  having  stopped  in  1941 
and  negotiations  with  the  Vichy 
government    have    been    unsuc- 
cessful.    Despite  restrictions  of 
foreign  pictures,  except  those  of 
the  Axis,  into  Spain,  negotiations 
between     individual      American 
companies  and  Spanish  import- 
ers continued   throughout   1942. 
As    a    result,    Spain    purchased 
more    American     pictures     last 
year  than  during  any  year  since 
the    beginning    of    the    Spanish 
Civil  War  in  1936. 
Prospects  for   the  continued   sale 
t  American  films  in  Spain  are  good, 
ays  said,  but  "our  companies  still 
ave  large  sums  of  pesetas  blocked 
Spain   with    some    possibility    of 
ii  lg  able  to  transfer  them  to  the 
nited   States  in  the  near  future." 
i   1942,   Hays   continued,  the   cora- 
*.iercial   agreement   between    Russia 
nd  the  United  States  was  continued 
:>r  another  year.     It  has,  however, 
ince  its  origin  in  1937,  never  been 
ffective  in  finding  a  market  for  our 
lms    in    the    Soviet    Republics,    he 
.  aid. 

S.  A.   Taxes   a   Complication 

Taxation  problems  have  compli- 
ated  the  motion  picture  trade  rela- 
Bns  with  South  America,  Hays  told 


HAYS  REPORTS  ON 


The  State  of  the  Industry 


ANNUAL    amusement    tax    returns,    a    fairly    accurate    estimate    of    the    volume    of 
•»*  business   done    by    the    theaters,   show    attendance    figures   of   an    average   of   over 

90,000,000   admissions  a   week." 

*  *  * 

"Sympathetic  appreciation  by  the  Government  of  problems  peculiar  to 
motion  picture  production,  distribution  and  exhibition  will  aid  in  the  solution 
of  trade  problems." 

*  *  * 

"In  the  days  of  peace  ahead,  as  well  as  in  these  war  days,  we  shall  want  thousands 
of  friends  to  aid  us.  .  .  .  We  intend  to  have  them.  The  Industry  Service  Bureau  is 
dedicated  to  the  belief  that  to  understand  our  industry  is  to  be  its  friend." 

"//  the  manifold  activities  of  the  1SB  were  to  be  compressed  into  a  single, 
brief  definition,  it  might  well  be,  'To  fill  the  theaters  and  to  keep  them  filled'." 

*  *  * 

"The   export   censorship   machinery   is   now   working   smoothly." 

*  *  * 

"The  administration  of  the  Production  Code  has  raised  the  artistic,  as  well 

as  the  moral  standards,  of  motion  picture  entertainment." 

*  *  * 

"New  trails  have  been  blazed  by  Hollywood  technicians  in  the  production  of 
training  films.  Skills  learned  in  war-time  will  augment  the  educational  utility  of 
the  screen." 

*  *  * 

"We  are  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  nation's  educators  in  the  making 
and  realization  of  plans,  looking  forward  to  a  future  in  which  the  facilities  of 

the  industry  ivill  be  more  fully  used." 

*  *  * 

"Not  in  the  area  of  political  negotiations  or  economic  planning,  but  through  pro- 
moting mutual  understanding  and  sympathy,  will  the  motion  pictures  contribute  to  the 
peace  that  lies  ahead." 


"Freedom    of 
indispensable." 


"In 


expression    m 


film- 


well    as    in    print    and    in    speech — is 


ts   anonymity   and    modesty,   the   report   of   the   WAC   does    not   say   what   we 
can   say — that   the    magnificent   co-operation   of    its   seven    working   divisions    made    the 

WAC  an  effective  instrument  of  industry  service   to   the   nation." 

*  *  * 

".  .  .  the  newsreels  have  surpassed  themselves,  despite  unprecedented  dif- 
ficulties. They  have  given  to  the  armed  forces  half  of  their  cameramen  and 
every  foot  of  film  from  war  zones  must  clear  through  military  channels." 

*  *  * 

"One  of  the  most  impressive  services  of  the  industry  has  been  to  draw  upon  its 
film  libraries  to  provide  the  Office  of  Strategic  Services  with  approximately  1,000,000 
feet  of  film,  portraying  coast  lines,  harbors,  city  streets  and  other  topographical  features 

of  present  and  possible  future  combat  areas." 

*  *  * 

"During  the  year  just  concluded  the  extent  of  distribution  (of  pedagogic 
films  handled  by  Teaching  Film  Custodians)  continued  to  develop.  The  total 
number  of  short  subjects  actually  in  circulation  has  now  grown  to  443  titles,  of 
which  a  total  number  of  5,509  prints  are  in  circulation  on  restricted  license." 

*  *  * 

"It  (The  Museum  of  Modern  Art  Film  Library)  has  formulated  over  70  separate 
programs  of  film  illustrating  the  history  and  development  of  the  motion  picture,  and 
has  circulated  them  to  some  700  colleges,  museums,  and  societies  on  a  non-com- 
mercial basis." 

*  *  * 

"We  found  that  a  negligibly  small  percentage  of  their  replies  indicated  a 
curtailment  of  interest  (in  the  Community  Service  Department  material),  and 
that  more  than  95  per  cent  of  the  replies  indicated  a  desire  to  continue  to  receive 
promotional  and  informative  material  on  current  short  subjects,  feature  pictures, 
and  industry  activity  in  general." 


the  board.  But  even  with  transpor- 
tation difficulties,  American  films  are 
supplying  the  Laitn-American  needs 
which  have  been  increased  because 
of  the  elimination  of  Axis  films  from 
all  our  sister  republics  except  Chile 
and  Argentina.  The  13  per  cent 
remittance  and  income  tax  in  Bra- 
zil has  been  a  problem,  Hays  said, 


but  the  tax  is  being  paid  and  held 
in  escrow  pending  the  outcome  of 
current  discussions. 

Shipping  difficulties  have  been  met 
through  the  efficiencies  of  the  foreign 
departments  which  have  put  the 
films  through  so  that  no  theater  in 
friendly  countries  had  to  close  be- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Code  Relaxation 
Opposed  by  Hays 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ances  by  the  OWI's  Lowell  Mellett 
that  that  agency  has  no  power  or 
desire  to  do  so.  For  its  part,  Hays 
said,  the  studios  had  "repeatedly  as- 
sured" Mellett  of  their  desire  "to  re- 
ceive and  their  willingness  to  con- 
sider any  advice." 

Without  referring  directly  to  re- 
cent appeals  from  PCA  decisions  to 
the  Board  in  the  instance  of  deletions 
in  dialogue  ordered  in  "In  Which  We 
Serve,"  "We  Are  the  Marines"  and 
"Next  of  Kin,"  Hays  declared  that 
"the  exigencies  of  war  call  for  even 
greater  vigilance  in  the  exercise  of 
self-discipline  under  the  Production 
Code." 

"Not  only  during  the  storm 
and  stress  of  war  itself,  but 
also  in  the  trying  days  of  post- 
war reconstruction,  there  will  be 
present  a  tendency  towards  mor- 
al relaxation,"  he  emphasized. 
"These  are  periods  of  violent 
emotions  and  therefore  they  re- 
quire unrelenting  firmness  in  our 
adherence  to  our  policy  of  self- 
regulation.  We  reaffirm  this 
policy  during  the  war  in  order 
to  protect  our  liberty  from  de- 
fections to  license  and  from  in- 
cursions by  official  force  in  the 
difficult  post-war  years  that  lie 
ahead. 

"There  may  be  nothing  funda- 
mentally immoral  about  certain 
language  which,  in  any  genera- 
tion,   becomes    common   in    cer- 
tain situations.    If  the  intention 
is  not  blasphemous  or  the  effect 
obscene,  the  forceful  expletives 
may    not    breach     morality     in 
speech  or  thought  but  they  are 
nevertheless    vulgarisms    which 
remain    offensive    to    the    pre- 
valent standards." 
Hays  disclosed  that  27  scripts  or 
feature  treatments  rejected  in  their 
original    form    were    rewritten    and 
passed  by  the  PCA.    Discussing  the 
problem  posed  by  the  Office  of  Cen- 
sorship's own  regulations,  Hays  said: 

"The  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Review 
could  not  properly  be  included  among  the  di- 
rect responsibilities  of  the  PCA;  but  the  PCA, 
during  the  process  of  reviewing  scripts  before 
production,  was  in  a  position  to  offer  advice 
to  the  studios  in  instances  where  it  would 
be  desirable  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Re- 
view before  entering  upon  production.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  PCA  would  include  in  its 
reports  upon  scripts  to  the  individual  studios 
a  recommendation  that  a  conference  be  had 
with  the  Board  of  Review  whenever  the  script 
presented  a  problem  that  might  involve  ex- 
port censorship.  Similar  procedure  was  or- 
ganized for  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  PCA 
in  connection  with  the  New  York  Board  of 
Review. 

"A  further  problem,  especially  important  in 
Hollywood,  was  the  procedure  by  which  the 
Board  of  Review  should  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  review  pictures.  For  the  con- 
venience of  the  Board  and  the  companies,  it 
was  agreed  that  a  representative  of  the  Board 
would  sit  with  the  members  of  the  PCA 
when  each  picture  is  reviewed  by  that  organi- 
zation. This  was  accomplished  under  condi- 
tions satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned." 


m> 
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New  Army-Navy  Film 
Distribution  Set-up 
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Army  by  the  industry.     Some  4,700 
prints  are  involved.  . 

The  new  set-up  was  outlined  at  a 
conference  of  Army-Navy  represen- 
tatives at  which  were  discussed 
methods  of  securing  the  largest  aud- 
ience possible  for  each  print.  Fran- 
cis S.  Harmon,  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  the  WAC,  presided  at  the 
conference.  Directives  setting  forth 
the  distribution  plans  evolved  at  the 
confab  are  being  sent  to  those  in- 
volved by  Commander  John  L.  Rey- 
nolds, head  of  the  Navy's  Welfare 
Division,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Fredeiick 
H.  Osborn,  director  of  the  War  De- 
partment's Special  Services  Division. 
The  industry's  action  in  making 
the  prints  available  for  free  showing 
to  the  men  in  the  Navy  was  acknowl- 
edged "with  warm  appreciation"  by 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Frank  Knox 
in  a  letter  to  Harmon. 

"I  will  be  grateful,"  wrote 
Knox,  "if  you  will  convey  this 
expression  of  appreciation  to 
the  motion  picture  industry  for 
the  valued  patriotic  service  thus 
rendered  to  American  bluejack- 
ets throughout  the  world." 


Distribs.  Refuse  Releasing 
Plan  of  So.  Calif.  ITO 
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Government  reduction  of  prints  on 
each  picture.  Distributors  have 
asked  that  exhibitors  submit  a  new 
plan,  but  this  has  been  refused,  the 
committee  contending  that  releas- 
ing companies  aim  to  change  the 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  clearance 
and  zoning  schedule. 

Under  the  plan  submitted  by  dis- 
tributors, committeemen  ask  that 
Army  camps  be  played  early,  prior 
to  21-day  city  breaks,  in  order  to 
have  prints  ready  for  theaters  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment;  that 
no  theater  should  be  permitted  to 
hold  playing  time  on  a  print,  there- 
by forcing  another  house  to  wait 
beyond  its  schedule  booking  time; 
and  that  no  theater  be  forced  to  pay 
for  tagging  resulting  from  a  short- 
age of  prints  on  a  picture. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Marriage  of  Ottalie  Mark,  prom- 
inent in  the  music  publishing  field, 
and  formerly  with  the  Capitol  The- 
ater promotional  staff  during  the 
regime  of  the  late  S.  L.  "Roxy" 
Rothafel,  to  Pvt.  Philip  F.  Barba- 
nell  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Forces 
is  announced.  Ceremony  took  place 
here  on  Mar.  20. 


Atlanta — Gitty  McCronie  of  Uni- 
versale branch  has  announced  her 
marriage  on  March  21  to  J.  B.  Luke, 
now  in  the  Army. 


WHO'SWHOIN  HOLLYWOOD 

•      •      •       Presenting  Interesting  Personalities       •      •      • 

A  RNOLD  PRESSBURGER.  Producer,  born  in  Bratislava,  Czechoslovakia,  1888. 
■**  Educated  in  Vienna,  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and  Rome.  Entered  film  work 
in  1908  as  cameraman  in  Vienna  where  his  first  job  was  to  take  pictures  of  a 
hunting  party  in  which  King  Edward  VII,  Emperor  Franz  Josef  and  Kaiser 
Wilhelm  rode  to  the  hounds.  Following  World  War  I  in  1919,  he  built 
the  first  modern  studio  in  Vienna,  organized  Sascha 
Films,  and  took  on  as  directors  two  newcomers,  Alex- 
ander Korda  and  Michael  Curtiz.  In  1925,  he  became 
an  independent  producer  for  Ufa.  His  "Tell  Me  To- 
night," with  Jan  Kiepura,  was  the  first  filmusical  and 
was  made  in  English,  French  and  German.  Pressburger 
visited  the  U.  S.  in  1933  and  turned  down  a  Columbia 
producer's  contract.  The  next  year  saw  the  Nazis  take 
over  his  Berlin  studio,  so  Pressburger  returned  to  Vienna 
where  he  produced  "The  Unfinished  Symphony."  Follow- 
ing this  he  set  up  production  units  in  London  and  Paris, 
but  picture-making  was  soon  halted  by  the  war  at  both 
places.  Prior  to  the  closing  of  his  Paris  studio,  Press- 
burger made  "Prison  Sans  Barreaux,"  which  won  the 
Biennial  Award  in  Venice.  Pressburger  is  also  the  dis- 
coverer of  Lily  Damita,  in  Vienna,  and  Luise  Rainer,  in 
Berlin.  In  1941,  Pressburger  again  returned  to  the  U.  S. 
and  produced  "Shanghai  Gesture,"  his  first  American-made 
film  for  United  Artists.     His  second  American-made   UA 

release,  "Hangmen  Also  Die,"  is  now  playing  at  the  New  York  Capitol.  Press- 
burger is  now  preparing  his  third  UA  release,  "Tomorrow  Never  Comes,"  which 
was  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra's  pet  story.     Stands  5,  8.     Weighs   175. 


WPB  Approves  $206,908 
For  Sets  for  "Dr.  Wassell" 
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film  on  Dr.  Wassell,  famed  navel  sur- 
geon, and  budget  approved  by  WPB 
is  $206,908,  practically  all,  if  not  all, 
for  set  construction  work.  The  film 
stars  Gary  Cooper  and  will  be  pro- 
duced in  Technicolor  by  C.  B.  De- 
Mille.     Shooting  has  already  begun. 

Commander  Corydon  H.  Wassell 
was  a  medical  missionary  in  China 
who  joined  the  Navy  after  Pearl 
Harbor,  went  to  Java  and  was  in- 
strumental in  the  evacuation  of  a 
large  group  of  wounded  naval  per- 
sonnel from  the  cruiser  "Marble- 
head,"  conducting  them  safely  to 
Australia. 

He  was  awarded  the  naval  cross, 
and  his  conduct  was  mentioned  by 
President  Roosevelt  in  a  speech  a 
year  ago. 

Both  the  Navy  and  OWI  are 
strongly  behind  the  plans  for  the 
film,  and  it  is  believed  that,  this 
strong  Government  support  is  re- 
sponsible for  appioval  of  the  huge 
budget.  Many  intricate  models  and 
miniatures  are  believed  needed  for 
the  production. 

The  case  was  handled  before  the 
facilities  bureau  by  Harold  Hopper, 
WPB  motion  picture  chief,  who  is 
now  on  the  Coast  for  a  10-day  visit. 


AFM  Quits  Canadian  Group 

American  Federation  of  Musicians 
has  pulled  out  of  the  Canadian 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  because 
the  latter  permitted  a  children's  or- 
chestra to  play  at  a  Winnipeg  con- 
vention   of  the    organization. 


George  Kohler  Wounded 

Rochester  —  Pvt.  George  Kohler, 
formerly  of  Bausch  &  Lomb,  has 
been  reported  seriously  wounded  in 
action  in  North  Africa. 


Conn.  Court  Upholds 
Adorno  Suit  Decision 
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Maria  Adorno  of  Middletown,  deny- 
ing the  plaintiffs'  damages  for  al- 
leged breach  of  duties  and  fraudu- 
lent concealment  on  the  part  of  Sal- 
vatore  Adorno. 

The  plaintiffs  had  claimed  that 
Adorno  concealed  from  them  othe: 
offers  for  leasing  the  three  Middle- 
town  theaters,  of  which  he  was  then 
general  manager,  and  that  when  the 
offer  of  Arthur  Lockwood  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  lease  negotiated,  he 
had  failed  to  disclose  to  them  before- 
hand that  he  was  to  be  part  owner 
of  the  lease. 

It  was  held  that  there  was  no 
basis  in  the  recoid  for  a  conclusion 
that  the  failure  of  Adorno  to  dis- 
close other  offers  to  the  other  of- 
ficers and  stockholders  of  Middle- 
town  Theaters,  Inc.,  operator  of  the 
three  houses,  caused  the  plaintiffs 
any  damage.  Also  it  was  held  that. 
Adorno  committed  a  breach  of  duty 
in  not  disclosing  to  the  plaintiffs  that 
he  was  to  be  part  owner  of  the  new 
opeiation  with  Lockwood,  but  that 
the  cause  of  action  arising  from  such 
breach  was  baned  by  the  statute 
of  limitations.  The  plaintiffs  had 
claimed  that  the  breach  continued 
from  1931  to  1939. 


Industry  Service  Bureau 
Won't  Reveal  Prod.  Secrets 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Hollywood — At  a  meeting  of  In- 
dustry Service  Bureau,  each  studio 
publicity  director  agreed  to  intensify 
the  embargo  against  stills  and  sto- 
ries revealing  miniatures  and  simi- 
lar illusions,  spoiling  production 
methods. 


Dillon,  Read  Closes 
For  RCA's  RKO  Slock 
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group  headed  by  Dillon,  Read  &  ( 
for  approximately  $6,500,000. 

The  securities  comprise  44,7 
shares  of  6  per  cent  preferred  stce 
316,328  shares  of  common  and  55 
253  option  warrants.  These  stoc 
constitute  the  remainder  of  RC- 
interest  in  RKO  securities. 

Negotiations  for  the  stock  we 
concluded  on  Wednesday.  As  in( 
cated  in  The  Film  Daily  last/1- * 
discussions  relative  to  the  si  .-' 
the  RCA  stock  were  never  calk 
but  dickering  continued  over  pru 
The  RKO  common  closed  at  7%  ye 
terday  and  the  preferred  at  84%. 

Dillon,  Read  &  Co.  will  sell  tl 
RKO  snares  in  an  off-the-mark 
transaction,   under   present   plans. 

"Identifying  Jap  Zero" 
May  Get  WAC  Release 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

a  Japanese  Zero,"  made  by  the  Ai 
Force,  is  a  good  bet  for  the  ne 
future.  The  picture,  screened  r 
cently  for  Lowell  Mellett,  OWI  m 
tion  picture  chief,  would  probab 
be  released  through  the  WAC  ; 
one  of  the  OWI  shorts  series,  wi 
very  little  change  from  its  form 
which  the  air  force  turned  it  out. 

Mellett  revealed  that  OWI  is  no 
working  to  obtain  release  of  tv 
other  training  films  for  similar  us 

"Securing  Military  Information 
"Paratrooper"  and  another  0¥ 
short  on  flying  fortresses  due  f< 
release  soon,  were  made  largely  fro 
training  films.  "Paratroopers"  ws 
made  up  of  two  training  films  con 
bined,  while  the  flying  fortress  fili 
was  made  of  one  training  film  pli 
a  good  deal  of  Signal  Corps  foo 
age.  "Identifying  a  Japanese  Zerc 
will  require  a  minimum  of  altera 
tion,  probably  only  some  explam 
tory  matter  at  the  beginning. 


11th  Chi.  Week  for  "Harvest" 

Chicago— B  &  K's  United  Artist 
Theater  is  making  it  11  weeks  fo* 
"Random  Harvest." 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


When  an  organization  in  San  Francisci 
asked  Cliff  Giesseman,  manager  of  the  RKC 
Golden  Gate,  for  Dave  Appolon  and  hit 
Filipino  band  for  a  War  Bond  rally,  Giesse 
man  set  the  price  at  $125,000  in  Bone 
issued  through  his  theater.  The  organiz; 
tion  took  the  deal  and  the  Bonds  will  clea 
through  the  Golden  Gate. 

.  .  .  — V  .  .  .  — 

Greer,  S.  C. — Bill  Drace,  who  operates  th< 
Grand  Theater  in  this  community  of  onl) 
2,940  population,  staged  a  War  Bond  sell- 
ing campaign  of  such  effectiveness  in  con- 
nection with  the  opening  of  Warner's  "Ail 
Force"  that  it  resulted  in  the  sale  of  $250,- 
000  worth   of   Bonds. 
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:i  ys  Sees  Foreign 
itlook  Brighter 


{Continued    from    Pacie    5) 

K  of  the  lack  of  American  films, 
ribution  in  China  ended  tem- 
trily  with  the  occupation  of 
nijhai  by  the  Japanese,  Hays 
,  but  efforts  have  been  made  to 
kx  product  to  Free  China. 

Lauds  Rockefeller,  CIAA 
WL    lauded    Nelson    Rockefeller 
•   WR  CIAA  for  assisting-  in  ar- 
cing for  priorities  for  shipments 
»atin  America  and  their  interven- 

on  behalf  of  the  newsreels  to 
re  regular  deliveries. 
he  export  censorship   machinery 
ow  working  smoothly,  Hays  in- 
ned  the  directors.     He  declared 

the   gratitude   of   the   industry 

due  Byron  Price,  the  chief  cen- 

and    the    Government    officials 

have  the  responsibility  for  mo- 
picture  censorship  under  him  for 
r  efforts  to  accomplish  the  nec- 
<.ry  control  with   a  minimum   of 
nvenience  and  delay, 
ays   paid    tribute   to    the    Indus- 
.  Service  Bureau  which,  he   said, 
?ted  many   economies   consistent 
1  war  times.    Committees  within 
bureau  have  done  much  to  edu- 

the  public  as  to  the  purpose  of 
motion  picture  industry,  he  said. 

bureau  is  dedicated,  he  added, 
he  belief  that  to  understand  our 
istry  is  to  be  its  friend,  and  to 
t  end  the  bureau  labors. 

World  View  on  Our  Films 
1    concluding    his    report,    Hays 
[:  "For  many  years  the  work  of 

association  has  earnestly  con- 
ted  itself  with  the  content  of 
srican  films  from  the  point  of 
t  of  their  world  acceptance.  We 
e  sought  to  make  certain  that 
films  accurately  and  effectively 
tray  the  American  ideal  and 
it;  and  that,  in  dealing  with  for- 
i  peoples,  they  shall  fairly  por- 
•  the  history,  institutions  and 
:enry  of  other  lands.    This  effort 

be  continued  with  ever  increas- 

care,  as  the  American  motion 
ure  industry  proceeds  in  its  mis- 

to  supply  to  all  peoples  its  es- 
•ial  service  of  entertainment,  in- 
nation,    education    and    inspira- 


la"  at  the  Music  Hall 

?ala,"  first  Metro  short  to  play 
Music  Hall,  opens  today  as  a 
"rial  added  attraction  on  the  Hall's 
'ter  program.  Short  stars  F.D.R.'s 

Scottie. 


9et  There  Was  IV© 

Retake  on  This! 

.'est  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — James  Cagney's  first 
cene  in  his  forthcoming  UA  release, 
McLeod's  Folly,"  required  him  to  eat 
ork  chops — and  he  was  forced  to  use 
is  own  ration  points  to  buy  the 
»eat. 


5  Canada  Towns  To  Show 
Sun.  Pix  for  Service  Men 


Toronto — President  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
bons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
announced  that  an  agreement  has 
been  reached  with  the  Dominion 
Government  for  staging  Sunday  film 
shows  in  one  theater  in  Halifax, 
Toronto,  Edmonton,  Victoria  and 
Prince  Rupert  on  April  25  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Air 
Force  under  authority  of  military  of- 
ficials, performances  to  be  regulated 
by  military  representatives  in  mat- 
ter of  conduct. 

Fitzgibbons  emphasized  this  was 
being  undertaken  under  Government 
sanction  and  was  not  to  be  construed 
as  thin  edge  of  a  wedge  for  perman- 
ent Sunday  shows  after  the  war 
throughout  the  Dominion,  as  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  was  on 
record  as  opposing  the  introduction 
of  Sunday  shows  in  Canada. 

The  circuit  will  donate  the  services 
of  its  staff,  paying  employes  one 
day's  wage  for  one  performance, 
but  the  military  will  provide  door- 
men, ushers  and  guards  as  well  as 
regulating  the  number  of  admis- 
sions. Programs  are  to  be  current 
bills  in  all  cases  and  films  donated 
by  exchanges  for  one  showing.  After 
holding  of  performances  April  25 
the  whole  situation  will  be  reviewed 
by  the  Government.  Announcement 
was  made  that  attendance  privilege 
will  also  be  extended  to  soldiers  of 
the  U.  S.  Army,  where  stationed  in 
Canada  under  similar  conditions. 


Can't  Find  15  American 
Biz  Men  for  Aniline  Board 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Leo  T.  Crowley, 
Alien  Property  Custodian,  said  yes- 
terday he  has  been  unable  to  find  15 
American  business  men  willing  and 
able  to  become  directors  of  the  Gen- 
eral Aniline  and  Film  Co.,  holding 
company  formerly  owned  by  Ger- 
mans. 

Crowley  set  out  to  establish  an 
American  board  of  directors  com- 
posed of  American  business  men  by 
May  11,  the  date  of  General  Aniline 
and  Film's  annual  directors'  meet- 
ing but  said  yesterday  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  set  up  the  new  board 
before  May  12. 

Explaining  the  difficulty  of  filling 
the  directorships,  Crowley  said: 
"These  men  would  receive  no  com- 
pensation and  have  no  financial  in- 
terest in  the  company.  They  would 
be,  in  effect,  representatives  of  the 
public.  Most  business  men,  as  it 
happens,  have  all  they  can  do  now 
in  their  own  firms  and  are  reluctant 
to  accept  additional  responsibilities." 

Crowley  said  he  had  made  "per- 
sonal appeals  to  a  great  many  men 
but  so  far  there  has  been  no  final 
determination." 


Williams  Out  of  Hospital 

Phil  Williams,  advertising  and 
publicity  director  of  March  of  Time, 
was  discharged  from  Westchester 
Square  Hospital  yesterday.  He  is 
expected  to  recuperate  for  the  next 
two  weeks  or  so. 
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REBUILDING  OF  BURNED  THEATERS J>ECUNES 

Poll  Shows  Women  Want  Spiritual  Pix  Themes 


THE  WEEK  I\ 
REVIEW 

Hays''  Report 

!===  By    L.    H.    MITCHELL  ;^= 


MPPDA:  Annual  report  of  Prexy 
Yill  H.  Hays  to  the  board  of  MPPDA 
wrought  a  note  of  optimism  to  the 
oreign  distribution  situation  in 
ountries  free  of  Axis  domination, 
-esisting  Axis  pressure  to  bar  our 
)ix.  Report  also  stressed  the  view 
hat  the  war  is  no  excuse  for  relax- 
ing the  moral  standards  in  films,  and 
hat  the  MPPDA  has  steadily  kept 
n  mind  the  world  point  of  view  in 
producing  pictures.  ...  All  officers 
•f  the  MPPDA  and  all  members  of 
he  board  except  Maj.  Hal  Roach, 
on  active  military  duty,  were  re- 
•lccted. 

*  *         * 

"SOCKER"  COE  SOCKS:  Charles 
?rancis  Coe,  MPPDA  vice-prexy  and 
general  counsel,  whammed  the 
Dludgeon  at  the  Army  newspaper, 
Stars  and  Stripes,  for  its  blast  at 
Hollywood's  alleged  flag  waving  in 
ts  films.  Also  in  his  speech  at  the 
Detroit  Optimist  Club,  Coe  pointed 
jut  that  motion  pictures  will  have  a 
rital  peace  role  to  play  at  the  end 
if  the  war,  stressing  that  films  must 
aid  in  the  re-education  of  Axis  na- 
:ionals  and  their  satellites  for  de- 
mocracy. 

*  *         * 

TWENTIETH-FOX:  Post  assigned 
zo  Murray  Silverstone,  who  joined 
20th-Fox  the  previous  week,  was 
announced  to  be  that  of  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  foreign  distribu- 
tion. The  company  also  assigned 
Ray  Moon  to  head  its  New  York 
City  branch  office. 

*  *         * 

BITS  O'  NEWS:  House  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  the  Kilday 
manpower  bill  which  would  nullify 
essential  job  listings  of  the  WMC.  .  . 
Army  commanders  given  authority  to 
recall  over-age  soldiers  who  return 
to  former  theater  and  other  jobs  in- 
stead of  going  into  war  work.  .  .  . 
Barnett  Welansky,  owner  of  Boston's 
Cocoanut  Grove  and  a  number  of 
theaters,  was  sentenced  to  from  12 
to  15  years  on  manslaughter  chaige 
»in  the  Boston  holocaust.  .  .  .  Prexy 
Ed  Raftery  of  UA  asserts  the  mem- 
ber-owners won't  sell  the  company. 


War  Stories  Nixed  in  New 
Audience  Group  Survey; 
400  on  Preferred  Book  List 


A  national  survey  of  women  to 
determine  their  choice  of  books 
which  they  would  like  to  see  made 
into  motion  pictures  revealed  that 
the  taste  trend  is  toward  spiritual 
themes.  Stories  with  a  war  angle 
received    practically    no    votes. 

The  survey  was  made  by  the  Wo- 
men's Institute  of  Audience  Reac- 
tions and  1,000  women  from  Coast 
to  Coast  participated  in  the  poll. 
Top    ranking    among   current   books 

{Continued  on   Page   6) 


Dewey  Holds  Bingo 
Not  Constitutional 


Albany  —  Assemblyman  Malcolm 
Wilson's  bill  which  would  have  per- 
mitted Bingo  and  other  games, 
when  conducted  by  welfare  organi- 
zations, by  action  of  local  govern- 
ments on  petition  of  five  per  cent 
of  the  voters,  was  vetoed  Friday  by 
Governor    Dewey. 

The  Governor,  as  have  several  of 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Early  Taproom  Closings 
Boon  to  Ontario  Theaters 


Early  taproom  closings  in  Ontario, 
a  result  of  beer  quotas  now  in  effect, 
have  had  a  decidedly  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  provincial  box-offices,  espe- 
cially in  towns  with  war  industries 
or  those  adjacent  to  large  military 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Some  Dirty  Worh  at 
The  It.  A.  Crossroads 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable,  Passed  by 
Censors) — Rumors  about  large  stocks 
of  raw  film  in  the  hands  of  "film- 
leggers"  here  culminated  in  seizure 
by  local  police  of  some  900  tins  sup- 
posed to  contain  unexposed  footage, 
but  containing  only  earth.  Lot  was 
about  to  be  sold  to  studios  at  a  price 
far  above  the  market, — approximately 
$140,000  in  U.  S.  currency  being  in- 
volved.    Several  arrests  were   made. 


NSS  Sets  Up  New 
Sales  Supervision 


Coincident  with  the  opening  here 
Friday  in  the  Waldorf-Astoria  of 
the  first  of  three,  three-day  reg- 
ionals, — the  two  subsequent  meet- 
ings to  be  held  April  23-24-25  in 
Chicago  and  April  30-May  1-2  in 
Los  Angeles — ,  George  F.  Dembow, 
vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  National  Screen  Service,  an- 
nounced change  in  the  organization's 
sales  supervision  policy. 

Under   the    new    setup,    NSS    of- 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

"Too  Many  Newsreels?" 
Asks  Allied  Exhib.  Poll 


Exhibitor  opinion  as  to  whether 
there  are  too  many  newsreels  on  the 
market  is  being  polled  by  Allied. 
Exhibitors  throughout  the  country 
are  being  asked  to  fill  out  a  card 
sent  to  them  asking  which  news- 
reels  they  have  under  contract,  how 
{Continued  on  Page  3) 


FPC  Reports  $1,276,719  Net 

Earnings  Up  $154,208;  Surplus,  $5,424,576 


May  Air  Army-OWI  Breach 
On  Showing  of  Army  Pix 

Washington    Bureau   of   THE   FILM   -DAILY 

Washington — The    meeting    tenta- 
tively scheduled  for  next  week  be- 
tween  Army  and  WAC  representa- 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Toronto — Famous  Players  Canad- 
ian, reports  consolidated  net  profit 
of  $1,276,719  in  the  fiscal  year  ended 
January  2,  compared  with  net  of  $1,- 
122,511  in  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
ending  Dec.  31,  1941.  Net  is  equal 
to  $2.96  per  share  earned  on  430,- 
524  shares  of  capital  stock,  compared 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Material  Shortage  Given 
As  Reason  for  Inability 
To  Reconstruct  Houses 


By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Shortages  of  build- 
ing materials  and  sound  and  pro- 
jection equipment  were  held  forth 
Friday  by  the  WPB's  Service  Equip- 
ment Division  as  reasons  why  re- 
construction of  burned-out  theaters 
will  be  less  and  less  often  permitted. 

A  four-fold  increase  in  theater 
fires  during  the  last  four  months 
was  reported  by  the  amusements 
section,  headed  by  A.  G.  Smith,  who 
declared  that  "reconstruction  of  the- 
aters destroyed  by  fire  is  very  doubt- 
{Continued  on  Page  3) 

Loew  Employes  to 
Buy"  a  War  Fleet 


it 


A  spectacular  Second  War  Loan 
drive  will  be  staged  by  the  ex- 
ecutives and  employes  of  Loew's, 
Inc.,  in  the  home  office  Wednesday 
and  Thursday.  An  "impossible" 
quota  has  been  set  up — enough  Bond 
purchases  to  buy  a  Loew  fighting 
fleet  on  land,  sea  and  in  the  air. 
The   quota  of  $5,275,000   is   to   buy 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 

7  Buffalo  Neighborhoods 
In  Clearance  Complaint 

Buffalo — Issue  of  run  for  seven 
nabes  on  Buffalo's  East  Side  was 
raised  when  Stanley  Kozanowski, 
for  -the  Rivoli  Theater,  filed  a  de- 
mand for  arbitration  under  Sections 
VIII   and  X   of  the  consent  decree, 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


MPTOA's  Full  Board 
To  Attend  N.  Y.  Meet 

MPTOA'S  full  board  of  directors 
ib  expected  to  attend  the  board  ses- 
sions in  New  York  May  4-6,  accord- 
ing to  acceptances  by  the  directors. 
Rotus  Harvey  is  coming  from  San 
Francisco  to  represent  the  West 
Coast  units. 


YOUR  BO\D  PURCHASES  WILL  SPEED  THE  DAY  OF  VICTORY  AND  PEACE — BUY  TODAY 


DONALD    M.    MERSEREAU      :     General    Manager 


CHESTER  B.  BAHN     ::::::     Editor 
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MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

C0.f  INC. 
INSURANCE 

Specializing 

in  requirements  of  the 

Motion   Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
510  W.  6th  St,  Lob  Angeles 


■  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Air    Force    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)— 12th    week Hollywood 

The    Human    Comedy     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 8th    week Astor 

The    Moon    is    Down    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 4th    week Rivoli 

Happy-Go-Lucky     (Paramount     Pictures) — 4th     week Paramount 

Hello,    Frisco,    Hello    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 4th    week Roxy 

Edge  of  Darkness   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — 2nd  week Strand 

Something  to  Shout  About   (Columbia   Pictures) — 2nd  week Criterion 

Desert    Victory    (20th    Century-Fox) — 2nd    week Clobe 

Flight   for    Freedom    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Music    Hall 

Hangmen    Also    Die    (United    Artists-Pressburger) Capitol 

Tonight  We  Raid  Calais   (Twentieth   Century-Fox) Rialto 

Hit   Parade   of   1943    (Republic    Pictures) Loew's   State 

Hoppy  Serves  a  Writ  (United  Artists) — Opens  tomorrow  (a) New  York 

My  Son,   the   Hero    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

Hitler's   Children    (RKO   iRadio-Golden)     (a-b) Palace 

Taxi,     Mister     (United     Artists)      (a) Palace 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Tu   M'Ami — lo  T'Amo   (J.   H.   Hoffberg  Co.)— 8th  week 55th   St.   Playhouse 

The  last  Will  of  Dr.  Mabuse    (Samuel   Krellberg)— 5th   week World 

The   Diary  of  a   Nazi    (Artkino   Pictures) — 4th  week Stanley 

Sunny  Sunberg    (Europa   Films) — 2nd   week 48th   St.   Theater 

Heart   of   a    Nation    (A.F..    Corp.) — 2nd    week Abbey 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

China     (Paramount    Pictures) — April    21 Paramount 

Assignment    in    Brittany     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — Apr.    21 Criterion 

Crash     Dive     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — April    28 Roxy 

Action   in   the   North   Atlantic    (Warner  Bros.    Pictures) — May   21 Strand 

La   Mia  Canzone  al   Vento   (J.   H.   Hoffberg   Co.) — April   24 55th  St.    Playhouse 

The   Isle  of   Passion    (Maya   Films)    (c) World 

Ay  Jalisco,   No   Te   Rajes    (Crovos-Mohme  Co.) — April   24 Belmont 

Mission   to    Moscow    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — April   21 ; Hollywood 

Russians   at   War    (Artkino    Pictures) — April    23 Stanley 

I   Walked   With   a   Zombie    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)— April    21 Rialto. 

Presenting    Lily    Mars     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer     Pictures)     (c) Capitol 

The    More    the    Merrier    (Columbia    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

It  Ain't   Hay    (Universal    Pictures) — April   22    (a-b) Palace 

Young    Mr.    Pitt    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — April    22    (a) Palace 

Young    Lady   With    Luck    (Europa    Films)— May    1 48th    St.    Theater 

(a)    Dual    bill.  (b)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    Follows   current   bill. 


May  Air  Army-OWI  Breach 
On  Showing  of  Army  Pix 

(.Continued  from  Page  I) 
tives  here  bids  fair  to  be  the  set- 
ting for  the  bringing  out  into  the 
open  of  the  growing  breach  between 
OWI  and  the  Army  on  the  matter 
of  public  showing  for  Army  films. 
Several  officers  of  the  Army's  spe- 
cial services  division  are  openly 
peeved  with  the  attitude  toward  pub- 
lic release  of  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra's 
"Prelude  to  War,"  displayed  by  OWI 
motion  picture  chief  Lowell  Mellett. 
Mellett,  avowedly  lukewarm 
toward  the  idea  of  public  release, 
has  stood  his  ground  against  letting 
the  picture  go  to  the  public  in  its 
present  form  despite  two  public  an- 
nouncements by  OWI  Director  Elmer 
Davis  that  it  would  be  released.  Mel- 
lett has  insisted  on  certain  changes 
in  the  film  before  he'll  approve  it, 
and  he  maintains  that  these  changes 
have  not  yet  been  made. 


Lamantia  is  Named  RKO 
Branch  Manager  in  N.  O. 


J.  R.  Lamantia,  assistant  branch 
manager  of  RKO's  New  Orleans  ex- 
change, has  been  promoted  to  branch 
manager,  it  was  announced  Friday 
by  Robert  Mochrie,  general  sales 
manager.  Lamantia,  who  has  been 
with  RKO  for  12  years,  succeeds 
Page  Baker,  veteran  of  18  years  with 
the  company,  who  resigned  to  enter 
another  industry. 


Early  Taproom  Closings 
Boon  to  Ontario  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
establishments,  it  was  said  here  Fri- 
day by  N.  A.  Taylor,  Canadian  cir- 
cuit operator. 

Taylor,  who  as  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Twinex  Century 
Theaters  Corp.,  Ltd.,  which  he  or- 
ganized, operates  a  string  of  about 
40  houses,  forming  the  third  largest 
Canadian  circuit,  declared  that  hun- 
dreds of  those  who  formerly  spent 
their  evenings  drinking  beer  and 
ale  in  hotel  taprooms  now  find  their 
way  to  theaters  where  the  taprooms 
close  at  7  or  8  p.m. 

The  Canadian  theater  man,  who 
also  is  general  manager  of  Exhibi- 
tors Booking  Association  and  the 
owner  of  Film  Publications  of  Can- 
ada, Ltd.,  publisher  of  the  Canadian 
Film  Weekly,  described  Dominion 
theater  business  generally  as  "very 
healthy,"  with  houses  doing  better 
business  than  a  year  ago.  Excep- 
tions are  theaters  in  those  spots 
which  have  lost  heavily  in  popula- 
tion due  to  the  war-time  situation 
and  others  which  lack  war  plants. 


Balcon's  Ealing  Pic  to 
Small  for  UA  Release 


Edward  Small  has  taken  over 
"Somewhere  in  France,"  produced 
by  Michael  Balcon  at  the  British 
Ealing  studios,  for  domestic  distri- 
bution. United  Artists  will  release 
the  picture  nationally  on   May  7. 


$500,000  Budget  Set  for 
Goebbels'  Life  and  Love; 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   'DA11 
Hollywood  — W.    R.    Frank,    Mi' 
neapolis-St.    Paul    Circuit   operate 
who  will  produce  "Dr.  Paul  Jose 
Goebbels,   His   Life  and  Loves"  i 
major   company   release,   has    set 
budget  of  |500,000  for  the  prodi 
tion.     Frank  decided  to  spend  fa 
amount  following  Hollywood  co' 
ences  with  his  director,  Alfred  *»    j 
ler,  who  is  also  writing  the  script  i 
collaboration  with  Herbert  Philliji 
"Dr.   Paul  Joseph   Goebbels"  \v 
be  given  a  shooting  schedule  of    | 
days. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Rosalind   RUSSELL       •       Fred   MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT   FOR    FREEDOM'' 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revut   •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-460 


-,    Alice  FAYE  •    John  PAYNE  j? 

*  Jack  OAKIE  •    Lynn  BAR! 
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TIM    HOLT       •       BONITA    GRANVILLE 

"HITLER'S  CHILDREN" 

—  and  — 

"TAXI  MISTER" 

WM.    BENDIX       •        GRACE    BRADLEY 
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e  Less  Rebuilding 
Burned  Theaters 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

under    present    circumstances." 
r-time    difficulties    notwithstand- 
.  responsibility  lies  with  the  op- 
's, he  said. 

.res  have  been  damaging  or 
Ppletely  destroying  motion  picture 
aters  at  an  alarmingly  increasing 
2,''  Smith  declared.  "In  the  last 
ir  months,  there  have  been  43 
s  reported  to  the  Amusement 
tion,  compared  with  10  fires 
orted  in  the  preceding  four 
nths."  These  figures,  of  course, 
ude  only  fires  reported  to  WPB. 
Iiers  were  not  reported  because 
nage  was  slight  and  there  was  no 
d  for  priority  assistance  to  re- 
ft or  rebuilding  has  not  been  de- 
~+;d  upon. 

Ai  .  Extremely  few  applications 
or  the  necessary  priority  rat- 
ngs  are  now  being  granted,  it 
vas  pointed  out.  Smith  added 
(hat  "this  puts  the  burden  of 
esponsibility  as  to  whether  or 
lot  present  theater  plants  are 
■  ■  o  be  maintained  for  the  dura- 
_  .  ion  flatly  on  the  shoulders  of 
he  theater  exhibitor  or  oper- 
itor." 

The  point  was  made  also  that 
DB  considers,  in  deciding  whether 
grant  assistance,  what  other  the- 
|  r  facilities  are  available  in  the 
•a  of  the  burned  out  theater.  If 
i-se  are  considered  sufficient,  as- 
tance  is  liable  not  to  be  granted. 

The    three    main    reasons    for 
denial    of    aid     were    given    as 
-  -ollows: 

1.  The  shortage  of  building 
materials  necessary  for  recon- 
struction  is   becoming  critical. 

2.  Very  often  remaining  the- 
.    iter  facilities  in  a  given  commu- 

Iiity  may  be  sufficient  to  handle 
ocal  patronage  through  longer 
>perating  hours  or  shorter  pro- 
grams, making  inadvisable  re- 
construction of  a  damaged  the- 
ater. 

3.  The  manufacture  of  pro- 
<ection,  sound,  and  practically 
all  other  equipment  has  been 
stopped  and  existing  stocks  must 
oe  conserved  to  assure  opera- 
ions  of  present  theaters. 
'The    shift    of   trained    manpower 


APRIL  19 
Herbert    Wilcox  David    Palfreyman 

George   O'Brien  Charles    Light 


Spring  Ml  he reinhell isit )  Jottings: 

•  •  •  By  way  of  honoring  members  of  the  pic  biz  who  are  toiling 
so  hard  for  the  Greek  War  Relief  Show  to  be  held  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden 
on  May   18.  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass'n  has  bestowed  honorary  Greek 

names   upon   leading  members   of   the   committee They   are:    Harry 

"Xenophon"  Brandt.  Gus  "Aristotle"  Eyssell,  Edward  "Phidias"  Alperson, 
and  Hal  "Demosthenes"  Home.  ...  •  On  Saturday,  the  Rutgers 
Neilsons. — Rut  and  May — ,  celebrated  their  21st  wedding  anniversary.  .  . 

•  Red  (Battling  Beaver)  Skelton  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  the.  Million 
Dollar  Bond  Premiere  which'll  underscore  inauguration  of  the  Loew-Poli- 
Bijou's  lirst-run  policy  up  in  New  Haven  next  Thursday.  ...  •  On 
Wednesday,  RKO  Radio-ites  will  tender  a  "good  luck"  luncheon  to  E.  J. 
Smith  Jr.,  manager  of  the  company's  contract  department,  who  has  been 
notified  by  the  War  Department  that  his  commission  as  first  lieutenant 

in   the   Army    Reserve   has   been   activated So, — Lieut.    Smith   (who 

has  been  with  RKO  Radio  since  1931),  will  report  the  day  after  the  testi- 
monial feedbag  session  for  duty  with  the  Anti-Aircraft  Division  of  Coast 
Artillery  at  Fort  Eustis.  Va.  ...  •  O'er  in  London,  the  third  anniversary 
performances  of  GWTW  were  celebrated  via  a  luncheon  at  the  Savoy 
Hotel  to  aid  the  RAF All  important  critics  and  many  editors  at- 
tended, so  cables  Sam  Eckroan,  M-G-M's  managing  director  for  Great 
Britain.  ...  •  Cab  Calloway  is  booked  for  the  New  York  Strand  for 
six  weeks  starting  May  21,  with  "Action  in  the  North  Atlantic"  as  the 
screen  attraction The  band  that  follows  is  Carmen  Cavallero,  replac- 
ing Phil  Spitalny,  who  was  contracted  to  come  into  the  Strand  but 
switched  to  the  Capitol.  ...  •  To  permit  shooting  of  additional  se- 
quenced that  will  bring  the  pic  up  to  date  in  view  of  recent  military 
developments,  world  bow  of  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  which  had  been  set 
tentatively  for  Wednesday  at  Broadway's  Hollywood  Theater,  will  be 
delayed  'bout  10  days.  .  .  H.  M.  Warner  and  Charles  Einield  will  extend 
their  stay  in  the  East  until  the  premiere.  ...  •  Anent  WB,  under  U.  S. 
Naval    Aviation    Dept.    a    preview    of    company's    Technicolor    special, 

"Eagles  of  the  Navy,"   will   be   held  tomorrow  at  4:30   p.m.   in  h.o.   pro- 
jection room,  followed  by  a  colorful  military  reception  in  the  Hotel  Astor. 
▼  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Films  Aid  to  War  Effort 
Keynotes  SMPE  Parley 


How  motion  pictures  as  an  art 
and  industry  are  aiding  our  armed 
services  and  the  war  effort  will  high- 
light the  53rd  semi-annual  conven- 
tion of  SMPE  in  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania on  May  4-5-6,  the  conclave  to 
be  held  jointly  with  the  MPTOA's 
national  board.  Featured  address 
at  opening  day's  get-together  lun- 
cheon will  be  delivered  by  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall,    MPTOA's    president. 


"Desert  Victory"  Preview 
For  National  Press  Club 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  National  Press 
Club  will  have  a  premiere  tonight  of 
"Desert  Victory,"  the  only  preview 
prior  to  opening  of  the  film  at 
Loew's  Columbia  Thursday.  The 
program  will  be  completed  by  pre- 
release showings  of  March  of  Time's 
"Inside  Fascist  Spain"  and  M-G-M's 
"Plan  for  Destruction." 


has  had  an  effect  on  these  fires," 
said  Smith.  "Inexperienced  pro- 
jectionists or  custodians  of  stage 
property  must  assume  a  portion  of 
the  responsibility  for  fires  due  to 
carelessness  and  inadequate  precau- 
tions. 

"Some  exhibitors  maintain  that 
a  shortage  of  repair  parts  for  their 
projection  and  sound  equipment  re- 
sults in  development  of  unavoidable 


fire  hazards.  This  is  not  true.  Pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  assuring 
availability  of  necessary  repair  and 
maintenance  parts.  It  is,  up  to  ex- 
hibitors and  operators  to  keep  their 
pro  jection  *  and  sound  equipment  in 
perfect  repair  at  all  times,  prevent- 
ing such  fire  hazards  as  worn  pro- 
jector parts,  absence  of  fire-proof 
storage    cabinets,    etc." 


COminG  and  GOinG 


LT.  JOHN  PERAKOS,  of  the  Peter  Perakos 
New  Britain  and  East  Hartford  circuit,  wounded 
in  air  action   in   the   Pacific,   is   home   on   leave. 

JOHN  BALABAN,  B  &  K  prexy,  is  on  the 
West  Coast. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Warner  Bros,  short 
subject  sales  manager,  returns  to  New  York 
tomorrow  from  a  trip  to  the  Philadelphia  ter- 
ritory. 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  the  Warner  Bros,  play- 
date  department,  is  due  back  today  from  the 
Midwest. 

C.  C.  MOSKOWITZ  of  Loew's  left  for  a 
Miami    vacation    Friday. 

BEN  GOETZ,  who  has  returned  to  the  Coast, 
heads  East  again  in  10  days  preliminary  to  de- 
parture for  London  to  set  up  the  new  Metro- 
Korda    production   organization. 

JULES  LEVEY  leaves  for  the  Coast  in  about 
a  week. 

DAVID  LOEW  will  spend  a  month  in  the  East 
before   returning  to  Hollywood. 

CHARLEY  COETZ  left  Friday  for  a  Holly- 
wood vacation. 

CEORCE  SCHAEFER  left  for  the  Coast  over 
the    week-end. 

BEN  GOETZ  trained  out  over  the  week-end 
for  the  Coast. 


"Too  Many  Newsreels?' 
Asks  Allied  Exhib.  Poll 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

many  issues  they  actually  need  and 
whether  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  newsreels  would  reduce  the  run- 
ning time  of  such  reels. 

Commenting  on  the  poll,  a  ser- 
vice bulletin  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio 
asserts  that  "exhibitors  have  long 
contended  that  there  are  too  many 
newsreels  and  that  this  surplus  re- 
sults in  forcing  on  them  more  news- 
reels  than  they  need."  The  bulletin 
further  says  that  "this  view  was 
expressed  to  Harold  Hopper  of  the 
WPB  at  the  last  national  Allied 
board  meeting"  and  that  "distribu- 
tors at  a  recent  meeting  at  WPB 
denied  there  is  an  excess  of  news- 
reels  or  that  newsreels  are  forced." 

The  information  obtained  by  the 
poll,  it  is  pointed  out,  "will  be  use- 
ful when  the  question  of  revising 
the  consent  decree  comes  up  next 
Fall." 


Technicolor  Reports  Net 
Of  $370,355  for  1942 


A  net  profit  of  $370,355,  after  all 
charges,  was  reported  by  Technicol- 
or for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  1942. 
Net  is  equal  to  41  cents  a  share  on 
897,872  no-par  shares  of  capital 
stock.  Net  for  1941  was  $942,912, 
or  $1.05  a  share  on  894,538  shares. 


Paula  Gould  Convalescing 

Paula  Gould,  Loew  home  office 
newspaper  contact,  is  convalescing 
from  an  attack  of  the  flu. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


WILLIAM  BROWN,  manager,  Loew's,  Canton,  O. 

EDDIE      RICHARDSON,      manager,  •  new     Loew's 
Strand,  Syracuse. 


.  4  ^VU  be  copied 


BARBARA  STANWYCK  in  "Lady  of  Burlesqi 

Morion  Mortin  .  Pinky  Lee  .  Eddie  Gordon  .   Fronk  Contrite 


#ever  ma 


MICHAEL  O'SHEA    and    J.  Edward  Bromberg    .   Gloria  Dickson  .  Victoria  Faust  .  Jonis  Carter  .  Charles  Dingle 
drian  .  Frank  Fenton  .  Directed  bv  WILLIAM  A.  WEllMAN    .    A  Hunt  Stromberg  Production    .    Screen  Play  by  James  Gunn 
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See  Spiritual  Trend 
In  Femme  Pix  Tastes 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
which  were  recommended  for  the 
screen  were,  in  the  order  of  votes 
received,  "The  Keys  to  the  King- 
dom," "Driving  Woman"  and  "The 
Song  of  Bernadette."  M-G-M  has 
acquired  "Driving  Woman"  while 
the  other  two  are  properties  of  20th 
Century-Fox. 

Four  hundred  books  were  listed 
by  the  women.  Of  the  400  books, 
46  already  had  been  made  into  pic- 
tures, some  of  which  were  made  as 
far  back  as  1915,  but  re-makes  were 
recommended. 

Consensus  of  the  1,000  women 
was  that  the  public  was  emotionally 
affected  by  war  pictures.  Those 
who  have  members  of  the  family 
in  the  armed  services  don't  want  to 
be  reminded  of  what  might  happen 
to  their  loved  ones,  while  the  ser- 
vice men,  themselves,  want  to  forget 
the  war  while  seeking  recreation, 
according  to  the  survey.  The  wo- 
men, in  the  majority  of  cases,  said 
they  went  to  the  theater  to  get  away 
from  the  war  and  not  to  be  reminded 
of   it. 


Loew  Employes  to 
"Buy"  a  War  Fleet 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

for  Uncle  Sam:  One  Flying  Fortress 
($450,000);  five  Navy  fighting 
planes  at  $150,000,  $750,000;  five 
Army  fighters  at  $75,000,  $375,000; 
five  heavy  tanks  at  $140,000,  $700,- 
000   and   one  destroyer   $3,000,000! 

It  is  hinted  that  what  the  1,000 
employes  of  the  Home  office  fail  to 
subscribe,  the  corporation  and  ex- 
ecutives will  make  up!  A  $1,000 
jeep  will  be  bought  with  each  $1,- 
000  above  the  quota. 

Meetings  of  department  heads 
are  set  for  Tuesday  with  employe 
meetings  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 
Red  Skelton  and  Edward  Arnold 
will  appear  at  the  meetings  as  Bond 
salesmen.  R.  E.  Cole  of  the  N.  Y. 
War  Savings  Staff  and  John  T.  Mad- 
den, Loew  personnel  director,  will 
speak.  Ernest  Emerling  is  cam- 
paign director  with  aides  in  every 
department. 


OWI  Will  Release 

Canadian  War  Film 

For  the  first  time,  the  OWI  has 
accepted  a  Canadian-produced  pic 
for  general  U.  S.  release.  Two-reeler, 
"The  Thousand  Days,"  produced  by 
Associated  Screen  Studios  of  Mont- 
real, is  a  dramatic  review  of  Canada's 
first  three  years  at  war. 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

LT.  ROBERT  J.  LaBOLITTA,  AFF,  son,  John  La- 
Bolitta,  De  Luxe  Lab.,  with  Air  Medal  with 
three  Oak  Clusters,   in  Tunisia. 

SERCT.  JOSEPH  H.  APPLETON,  Signal  Corps, 
USA,  former  Rochester,  N.  Y.  newsreel  cam- 
eraman, with  the  Order  ot  the  Purple 
Heart. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

LT.  ARTHUR  I.  WEINBERG,  USMC,  son,  Louis 
Weinberg,    Columbia    circuit    sales    manager. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

Corp.    ELWOOD   RUSSELL,   USA,   son   of   manager 


Bob  Russell,   Loew-Poli,   New  Haven,  to  ser- 
geant. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  * 

EDDIE  SECUIN,   B  O   K   publicist,  Chicago. 
KEN  WOODWARD,  JR.,  staff,  Clinton,   Hunting- 
ton, Pa. 
WALTER     KESSLER,     manager,     Loew's     Canton, 


O. 


—  •  — 


*  ACTIVATED  * 


LT.  E.  J.  SMITH,  JR.,  USA,  manager  contract 
dept.,  RKO.  Reports  April  26  at  Fort 
Eustice,  Va. 


7  Buffalo  Neighborhoods 
In  Clearance  Complaint 

(.Continued  from  Page   1) 
naming    the    "Big    Five"    as    defen- 
dants. 

Rivoli  seeks  restoration  of  its  for- 
mer run  and  exhibition  status  ahead 
of  Shea's  Roosevelt  and/or  30  days 
after  downtown  first-run.  Rivoli 
also  asks  that  defendants  be  pro- 
hibited from  licensing  features  to 
the  Roosevelt  except  under  separate 
contract. 

As  an  alternative,  the  Rivoli  con- 
tends present  clearance  favoring  the 
Roosevelt  is  unreasonable  and  seeks 
reduction  of  maximum  clearance  of 
the  Roosevelt  over  the  Rivoli  to  one 
day,  and  in  no  event  later  than  31 
days  after  downtown  first-run. 

Besides  the  Rivoli  and  Roosevelt, 
complaint  lists  as  theaters  which 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  the 
Walden,  Grand,  Lovejoy,  Avon  and 
Sheldon. 

Complaint  lists  the  Rivoli  Operat- 
ing Corp.  of  which  Kozanowski  is 
president,  as  "an  independent  ex- 
hibitor which  has  operated  the  Ri- 
voli  Theater  since   1930." 


War  Bond  Plus  Admission 
For  "Aerial  Gun"  Opening 


Harlingen,  Tex. — World  premiere 
of  Paramount's  "Aerial  Gunner," 
Pine-Thomas  film  produced  here  with 
co-operation  of  the  Army  Air  Forces 
at  the  Harlingen  Army  Gunnery 
School,  is  scheduled  for  May  8,  at 
the  Arcadia  with  a  celebration  en- 
compassing the  entire  Rio  Grande 
Valley. 

From  the  studio,  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, Johnnie  Johnson,  Gil  Lamb 
and  Chester  Morris  come  on  to  cli- 
max a  week-long  War  Bond  sales 
drive  that  will  precede  the  premiere. 
Producers  William  Pine  and  William 
Thomas  also  will  attend  the  pre- 
miere. Seats  will  go  only  to  patrons 
who,  during  the  week,  have  pur- 
chased a  War  Bond  and  a  souvenir 
ticket  at  regular  admission  prices. 


Subpoena  Ralph  Capone 

Chicago  —  Commissioner  Edwin 
Walker  has  issued  a  Federal  sub- 
poena for  Ralph  Capone  to  appear 
next  Wednesday  for  hearing  on  the 
racketeering  charge. 


NSS  Will  Set  Up  New 
Sales  Supervision 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fices,  excepting  the  West  Coast  Dis- 
trict headed  by  Arthur  Aronson, 
and  embracing  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  Seattle,  Portland,  Den- 
ver and  Salt  Lake  City  which  re- 
mains unchanged,  three  divisions 
willl  be  under  executive  supervision 
of  Jack  Cohen,  William  Bein,  and 
William    Sussman,    respectively. 

Exchanges  under  Cohen's  super- 
vision comprise  Albany,  Boston,  Buf- 
falo, Cleveland,  New  Haven,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and 
Washington.  Under  Bein  come  Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati,  Detroit,  Indianap- 
olis, Milwaukee  and  St.  Louis,  while 
Sussman  will  oversee  Atlanta,  Char- 
lotte, Dallas,  Des  Moines,  Kansas 
City,  Memphis,  Minneapolis,  New 
Orleans   and   Oklahoma   City. 

Sounding  the  regionals'  keynote, 
Dembow  called  for  continued  all-out 
efficiency  so  that  maximum  support 
to  the  industry's  general  effort  to- 
ward the  war's  winning  can  be  sus- 
tained. He  pointed  out  that,  since 
operations  are  on  a  service  contract 
basis,  NSS  business  is  being  carried 
on  under  "wartime  costs  against  a 
peacetime  income."  Unflagging 
work  and  enthusiasm  are  certain,  he 
said,  to  be  applied  by  everyone 
within  the  company  to  make  the 
Herman  Robbins  Drive  of  1943,  a 
testimonial  to  the  organization's 
president,  one  of  unprecedented  suc- 
cess. 


WMC  Regulations  for 
Control  of  Job  Shifts 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    GAILY 

Washington  —  War  Manpower 
Chief  Paul  V.  McNutt  yesterday  an- 
nounced the  regulations  under  which 
he  will  control  job  shifts. 

No  protection  against  the  hiring 
away  of  theater  and  exchange  work- 
ers for  higher  wages  elsewhere  are 
provided  in  the  regulations.  "Any 
employers  engaged  in  an  essential 
activity  may  hire  for  work  in  such 
activity  any  new  employe  who  for 
the  preceding  30  days  was  not  en- 
gaged in  an  essential  activity"  was 
the  statement  in  Section  I  of  the 
regulations. 


FPC  Reports  Year's 
Net  of  $1,276,719 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
with  $2.61  per  share  in  the  previou 
year. 

Profit  from  operations  before  pro 
viding  for  depreciation,  etc.,  totaP* 
$3,791,711  against  $3,035,851  ( 
1941.  Other  income  brought  tn 
total  to  $4,055,527  against  $3,279, 
907  in  1941. 

Surplus  as  at  Jan.  2,  1943,  stooi 
at  $5,424,576  as  compared  with  $4, 
773,449  a  year  ago.  Dividends  pai> 
were  $645,786  against  $430,524.  L 
the  balance  sheet,  current  asset 
are  shown  at  $2,956,477,  and  curren 
liabilities  at  $636,786,  indicating  ; 
net  working  capital  of  $2,956,471 
This  compares  with  current  asset 
of  $2,957,753,  liabilities  of  $1,291, 
379  and  net  working  capital  of  $1, 
666,374. 

Balance  sheet  shows  total  asset 
at    $16,623,318    against    $16,966,138 


Dewey  Holds  Bingo 
Not  Constitutional 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
his  predecessors  when  confrontei 
with  similar  bills,  called  the  meas 
ure  unconstitutional.  He  commentei 
on  the  good  purpose  of  the  propose! 
law  but  quoted  the  part  of  the  stat 
constitution  which  forbids  all  form: 
of  gambling  except  pari-mutuel  bet 
ting. 


Plan  Two  Part  Program 
For  Greek  Relief  Show 

The  Greek  War  Relief  show  slatec 
for  Madison  Square  Garden  on  Maj 
18  will  be  in  two  parts;  one,  z 
pageant  depicting  the  Greeks'  role  ir 
world  history  and  the  other  a  varietj 
program  with  big  names  participat 
ing. 

Program  was  planned  at  a  meet- 
ing Friday  attended  by  Chairmar 
Eddie  Alperson  of  the  entertainmenl 
committee,  Harry  Brandt,  Hal  Home 
George  Woolf,  Bob  Weitman,  Berl 
Lytell,  John  Hertz,  Jr.,  William  Mor- 
ris, Jr.,  Bill  Howard,  Jesse  Kay 
James  Sauter,  Alan  Corelli,  Car 
Erbe  and  Bill  Feinberg. 


His  Film,  Criticism 
Costs  Exactly  $100 

New  Haven — An  egg-throwing  pa- 
tron of  the  College  was  fined  $100 
and  costs  in  City  Court,  and  in 
addition  given  a  three-months'  sus- 
pended jail  sentence.  The  patron 
objected  to  a  portion  of  the  dialogue 
in  "Chetniks"  then  playing,  and  tore 
up  a  few  theater  seats,  tried  to  tear 
down  the  rail  surrounding  the  or- 
chestra pit,  and  climaxed  his  objec- 
tion by  throwing  an  egg  at  the  silver 
screen. 


EASTMAN  Negative  Films,  with  their  high 
degree  of  uniformity,  make  it  easy  to 
confine  the  "takes"  to  one  to  each  scene 
...helping  to  close  the  gap  between  foot- 
age exposed  and  footage  used.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLUS-X  SITPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BA4/KGROUXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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"OK!  I  Must  See  That!" 


Women  may  not  be  experts  in  lobby-ad  research... but  leave  it  to 
them  to  do  their  shopping  where  the  ad  glamour  has  been  piled 
on  with  a  sixteen  inch  trowel... Tonight... or  any  night... when  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  pure  paradise... alone  or  in  convoy 
...and  consisting  of  soft  focus  blonde  or  upper  bracket  brunette... 
steps  shopping  into  your  lobby. .  .your  show-case  must  measure  up 
to  the  emergency.. .She  may  be  Tillie  Keythumper,  the  demon  stenog 
...or  Pamela  Snoot,  the  Park  Avenue  eye-caresser...or  even  plain 
Jane  Kane,  the  wonder  welder  of  Wynotte . . .  but  who  ever  she  is . . . 
she  will  go  big. ..for  ads  that  are  lavishly  lovely  in  litho  and  lighting 
and  lettering.. .that's  what  our  lobby  displays  are... Eye-catchers  and 
eye-holders  .  .  .  An  advertising  ingenuity  developed  from  years  of 
experience  ...  in  creating  ads  .  . .  that  say  nothing  but  "Box  Office.'7 
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ECREETO  HIGHLIGHTALLIED  BOARD  MEET 

aftery  in  Counter  Proposal  to  Crescent  Order 


Prexy  Denies  His  Com- 
y  "Combined"  With  Ex- 
tor  Defendants  Illegally 

ishville — A  counter  proposal  to 
lecree  and  certain  amendments 
ie  findings  of  fact  and  conclu- 

of  law  of  Judge  Elmer  Davies 
ie  Government's  anti-trust  suit 
1st  the  Crescent  Amusement 
*nd  others  were  presented,  with 
<ment,  by  Edward  J.  Raftery  in 
If  of  United  Artists  at  10  a.m. 
irday.  The  decree,  or  order,  of 
•e    Davies    is    now   being    circu- 

among   attorneys   in   the   case 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

•TOA  Board  Group 
ills  Capitol  Meet 

group  of  MPTOA  directors  may 

;  in  Washington  a  few  days  be- 

the    annual   board    meeting    in 

York  May  4-5  to  confer  with 

dus   Government  agencies.      The 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 


Pictures  and  Production  Lines  Must  Move — 

So  War  Plant  Offers  Actors  Part-Time  Jobs 

If  est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — War  industries  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  are  eyeing  with  interest 
the  experiment  of  the  Lockheed-Vega  plant  in  offering  part-time  employment 
to  film  actors,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild.  The  factory 
has  announced  that  it  has  100  jobs  which  it  will  fill  with  two-man  teams  of 
U.  S.  citizens  only.  One  actor  will  work  from  4  to  8  p.m.,  and  the  second 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  12:30  a.m.,  with  the  understanding  that  if  one  member  of 
the  team  is  occupied  with  motion  picture  work,  his  partner  will  work  the  full 
shift.  The  Guild  is  canvassing  it  membership  to  determine  how  many  male 
thespians  are  interested  in  part-time  war  work.  Women  are  not  eligible  for 
the  Lockheed-Vega  teams,   it  is  said. 


>P  Chairman  Charges 
w  Deal  Rules  Movies 


oston — A  hint  that  the  film  in- 
;ry  may  find  itself  uncomfort- 
'  in  the  middle  in  the  next  Presi- 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Ex-Exhibition  Exec. 
Spawns  "Reel"  Idea 

Miami — E.  J.  Sparks,  former  oper- 
itor  of  more  than  100  pic  stands  in 
:lorida,  and  now  retired  at  Miami 
ieach,  has  turned  his  hobby  of  ang- 
ing  to  the  benefit  of  our  armed 
orces  by  organizing  the  Armed 
:orces  Fishing  Committee,  Inc.,  here. 
Organization  furnishes  free  angling 
equipment  to  service  men  for  use  in 
heir  leisure  time.  Sportsmen  are 
donating  rods,  reels,  lines,  hooks  and 
■■trier  essentials,  and  it  is  hoped,  the 
splendidly  working  idea  will  spread  to 
"vherever  the  armed  forces  are  train- 
ng  and  fighting,  thus  providing  what 
♦  parks  calls  "the  greatest  of  all  re- 
laxations." 


Proposes  Griffith 
Consent  Decree 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  has  been  asked  to  accept 
proposals  by  the  defendants  in  the 
Griffth  case,  the  Oklahoma  City 
Equity  suit,  it  was  revealed  yester- 
day by  Tom  C.  Clark,  new  chief  of 
the  Department's  anti-trust  division. 
L.  M.  Rice  of  Dallas,  who  repre- 
sented several  of  the  defendants  in 
the   Griffith  case,   was   in  yesterday 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 


Atlanta  Civic  Clubs 
To  Hear  Coe  April  27 

Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  counsel  of  the 
MPPDA,  will  address  the  Inter- 
Civic  Clubs  in  Atlanta  on  April  27, 
it  was  reported  yesterday.     His  ap- 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Rosenberg  Says  Pix 
Shortage  Artificial 


The  "artificial"  shortage  of  prod- 
uct created  by  the  distributors  tends 
to  make  all  deals  "must  deals"  so 
far  as  the  exhibitors  are  concerned 
and  destroys  whatever  bargaining 
power  they  once  had,  in  the  opinion 
of  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Allied  presi- 
dent. 

In  a  current  organization  bulletin, 

(Continued  on   Page   8) 


Reporters  Force  McNutt 
To  Admit  Job  Shift  "Holes" 


Washinaton  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Washington  report- 
ers forced  from  War  Manpower  Czar 
Paul  V.  McNutt  yesterday  the  ad- 
mission that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
regulations  regarding  job  shifts  an- 
nounced Sunday  by  WMC  to  prevent 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


1942  Gross  Up  $79,560,000 

Annual  Attendance  Jumps  to  4,680,000,000 


New  Company  Formed 
To  Handle  Re-issues 


The  formation  of  a  new  national 
distributing  company,  Film  Classics, 
Inc.,  which  will  continue  in  circula- 
tion the  major  screen  achievements, 
was  disclosed  here  yesterday  by 
Bertram  A.  Mayers,  attorney  for 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Reflecting  an  increase  of  320,000,- 
000  in  anual  attendance  and  a  jump 
of  three  tenths  of  a  cent  in  the 
average  admission  scales  of  U.  S. 
film  theaters,  annual  gross  for  1942 
is  estimated  at  $1,193,400,000— $79,- 
560,000  greater  than  in  1941,  accord- 
ing to  the  1943  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 
BOOK,  published  today.  In  both 
cases,   grosses   are  estimated  exclu- 

(Continued   on   Page   5) 


Board  to  Decide  Whether 
To  Recommend  Changes  at 
Meeting  Set  for  Detroit 


Consideration  of  the  consent  de- 
cree and  proposals  for  changes  will 
highlight  the  meeting  of  Allied's 
board  of  directors  scheduled  for  May 
5-6   in   Detroit. 

In  a  bulletin  issued  by  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  the  Allied  president 
points  out  that  the  first  de- 
cision in  respect  to  the  decree  will 
be  whether  to  propose  amendments 
for  the  existing  decree  or  to  advo- 
cate that  the  case  be  tried  so  that, 
if  the  Government  wins,  the  court 
can  write  a  decree  similar  to  that 
(Continued   on   Page   6) 


Riles  Tomorrow  For 
Joseph  W.  Engel 


Funeral  services  for  Joseph  W. 
Engel,  60,  veteran  producer  and  in- 
dustry executive,  who  died  Sunday 
at  Lenox  Hill  Hospital,  will  be  held 
at  two  p.m.  tomorrow  at  Universal 
(Continued  on  Page   5) 


Staub  Asking  Van  Wert 
Terms  in  Delphos  Case 


Cleveland,  O. — Hearing  before  the 
arbitration  board  of  the  Capitol 
Theater,  Delphos,  case,  originally 
set  for  April  27  has  been  postponed 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Sees  Gov't  Control 
Of  Best  Tele  Patents 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Government  control 
of  some  of  the  more  valuable  "tele- 
vision patents"  as  a  result  of  experi- 
mentation brought  on  by  the  war  was 
predicted  yesterday  by  FCC  Chairman 
James  Lawrence  Fly.  Earlier  he  had 
remarked  that  he  supposed  "the 
three  companies  that  are  heaviest  in 
the  research  would  naturally  come  off 
with  the  predominant  number  of 
patents." 
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(Monday,  April  19) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 15%     15y2     15%   +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)  17         17         17       +     Vl 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   34V4     34         34       +      % 

Con.   Fm.    Ind 134        134       134      

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    14         14         14         

East.    Kodak    

do  pfd 

Gen.     Prec.     Eq 20V4     20         20      —     % 

Loew's,    Inc 56y4     55'/4     55'/4  +     V4 

Paramount      25'/4     24%     243^      

Para.   1    pf.  called   M   174       174       174       +  21/2 

RKO     7%       7'/2       7l/2  

RKO     $6     pfd 84'/2     84%     84%   +     1/4 

20th  Century-Fox    ...    203/8      19%     19%   +      % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30%     30         30       —     % 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 12%      12%     123/8      

do    pfd 8IV2     81         8IV2   +  II/2 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.   B'way   3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56   104%    104        104       —     i/2 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103        103        103  

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram   Ficts.  .2  1%        1%  —     % 

Radio-Keith    cvs.    ...      1 1/4       1  Vs       '  %  +     Vs 

Sonotone    Corp 3'/4       3'/s       3'/s      

Technicolor     10'/4     10  10  

Trans-Lux      2%       2%       2%      

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     17%      17%      17l/2    +      Vs 

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 6834     71% 


1600  B'WAY,  H.  Y.  C.  -  CIRCLE  6-0081-2-3-4 


Juvenile  Lawlessness, 
Kansas  City  Problem 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — Theaters  here 
are  suffering  their  share  of  van- 
dalism and  lawlessness  by  young- 
sters   12   to   18. 

Fifteen  girls,  14  to  17,  and  ap- 
parently from  well-to-do  families, 
attempted  to  "rush  the  gate"  at  the 
Midland  here  last  week.  One  girl 
bought  a  ticket  and  went  inside,  in- 
tending to  open  one  of  the  side 
exit  doors  and  let  her  friends  rush  in. 
But  they  were  intercepted. 

As  to  the  Federal  tax  evasion, 
the  most  serious  offense  involved, 
the  leader  queried,  "So  what? 
There's  a  war  on  and  Uncle  Sam 
is  too  busy  to  worry  about  us.  Every- 
thing's different  in  wartime,  you 
know.  This  is  our  first  war  and 
we're    getting  fun   out   of  it." 

$96,098  for  Red  Cross 
In  Northwest  Territory 

Minneapolis  —  Contributions  by 
patrons  of  500  of  the  709  picture 
houses  in  the  Northwest  territory, 
in  the  Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive, 
totalled  $96,098.64  yesterday,  and 
Harold  Field,  in  charge  of  the  drive 
for  the  northwest  section  of  war 
activities  committee,  feels  certain 
final  total  will  be  close  to  $125,000 
when   balance   of  theaters   report. 

Largest  amount  ever  realized 
previously  in  the  same  theaters  in 
any  similar  between-shows  collec- 
tion was  $59,000,  total  "take"  for 
the  Army  and  Navy  Relief  Fund, 
and  Field  said  he  was  sure  this  fig- 
ure has  been  doubled  in  the  Red 
Cross  Campaign. 


First  Four  Issues  of  Army 
Reel  to  Arrive  This  Week 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — The  first  four  edi- 
tions of  the  new  Army  magazine 
reel  will  arrive  here  for  Army  clear- 
ance this  week.  Completion  of  four 
of  these  reels  makes  it  obvious  that 
the  Army  has  no  intention  of  drop- 
ping the  project,  as  the  Navy  did 
after  two  reels,  in  the  face  of  criti- 
cism from  Congressional  and  indus- 
try quarters. 


Sholly  as  Army  Film  Critic 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Sergt.  Henry 
L.  Sholly,  The  Film  Daily's  Wil- 
mington correspondent  prior  to  his 
induction  into  the  Army  last  year, 
has  just  been  appointed  to  handle 
the  film  column  for  The  Flaming 
Bomb,  camp  newspaper  of  the  Ord- 
nance Replacement  Training  Center, 
Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. 
From  1934  to  1939  he  was  motion 
picture  editor  of  the  Wilmington 
Sunday   Star. 


Sam  Merin  Dies 

Sam  Merin,  31,  former  Hollywood 
writer,  and  recently  a  member  of 
Max  Gordon's  theatrical  publicity 
staff  here,  died  Sunday  afternoon 
at  the  Beth  Moses  Hospital,  Brook- 
lyn,       t 


Hear  Arguments  Thurs.  on 
FTC  Conspiracy  Charge 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    'DAILY 

Washington  —  Argument  will  be 
heard  Thursday  by  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission  in  its  suit  against 
Albert  E.  Fair  and  the  Screen  Broad- 
cast Corporation.  FTC  charges 
"conspiracy  to  suppress  competition 
and  create  a  monopoly  in  the  sale, 
lease  and  rental  of  commercial  mo- 
tion picture  films  advertising  the 
products  of  national  advertisers." 

The  complaint  named  General 
Screen  Advertising,  Chicago,  as  well 
as  Screen  Broadcast,  and  five  dis- 
tributors, but  all  other  respondents 
signed  a  stipulation  of  fact  some  time 
ago.  Screen  Broadcast,  which  holds 
an  exclusive  contract  for  East  Coast 
business  with  several  years  to  run, 
refused  to  sign  the  stipulation,  and 
is  thus  answering  the  charges  alone. 


Hays  Up  for  Re-election 
As  Railroad's  Director 


Chicago — Will  H.  Hays,  president 
MPPDA,  is  up  for  re-election  as  a 
director  of  the  Chicago  and  Eastern 
Illinois  Railroad,  at  the  stockhold- 
ers meeting,  to  be  held  May  14,  in 
Chicago.  Hays  is  listed  as  owner 
of  200  common  shares,  625  Class  A 
shares  and  $25,000  of  the  General 
Income  Mortgage  bonds  of  the  com- 
pany. His  firm,  Hays  and  Hays  of 
Sullivan,  Ind.,  received  $4,650  last 
year  for  legal  services  from  the 
railroad. 


Studios  May  Use  $10,000 
For  Materials  in  One  Pic 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — As  much  as  $10,000  in 
vital  materials  may  be  used  in  one 
production,  so  long  as  producers 
comply  with  the  spirit  of  WPB's 
restricting  order,  according  to  Harold 
Hopper,  chief  of  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  WPB. 

More  flexibility  will  be  allowed  to 
studios  which  were  heretofore  rigid- 
ly restricted  to  $5,000  worth  of  ma- 
terial per  picture,  although  perhaps 
only  $1,000  was  needed  on  one  pic- 
ture and  $8,000  on  another.  Hopper 
urged  studios  to  use  as  much  second- 
hand lumber  and  other  materials  as 
possible. 


Lapham  Staying  on  Coast 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Claude  Lapham  of 
Music  Corporation,  has  arrived  in 
Hollywood,  after  stopping  off  in 
Mexico  City  for  10  days.  He  has 
taken  offices  in  the  Radio  City  Build- 
ing, '  and  plans  to  remain  on  the 
Coast  until  September.  He  will  re- 
tain his  office  in  New  York,  as  well. 


NSS  to  Ship  OWI  Posters 

Special  posters  prepared  by  the 
OWI  and  heretofore  shipped  direct- 
ly to  all  WAC  theaters  from  that 
office,  will  now  be  distributed  from 
National  Screen  Service  exchanges. 
New  arrangement  is  expected  to  re- 
sult in  increased  ,  efficiency. 


COminG  and  Gome 


;    Moines. 
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JOHN    JOSEPH,     Universal    ad-publicity    ch 
leaves   New    York   Thursday   for   Washington 
returns   to    the    Coast    next  week. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Warners'  sales  head, 
off  to  Chicago  on   the  first  leg  of  a  sales  t 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warners'  ad-publicity 
rector,   goes   to  Washington   today. 

SAM      WEINTRAUB,      formerly      head      bot 
at    the    20th-Fox    exchange    in    Des    Moines, 
back   in   New  York  to   resume  his  new 
the   company's   home   office. 

ROGER  MAHAN,  circuit  operator,  was  in  h' 
York    yesterday    from    Hamden,    Conn. 

L.  M.  RICE,  Dallas  film  attorney,  is  in  Ws 
ington. 

IRENE  MANNING,  who  has  been  making  p. 
in  the  East,  returns  to  the  Coast  tomor 
to  appear  as  soloist  at  the  Hollywood  B 
Easter    Sunrise    services. 

NAT  D.  FELLMAN,  Cleveland  zone  buyer 
Warner  Theaters,  arrived  in  New  York  yestei 
for    home    office    conferences. 

JOHN  GARFIELD,  leaves  tomorrow  on  anol 
tour    of   Army    camps. 

LT.    BOB    HALEY,    on   furlough    from    his  a 
post    in    Tallahassee,    Fla.,    is    visiting    Chic; 
where    was    formerly    publicity    director    for 
RKO  Palace. 

EDDIE  BUZZELL  will  visit  Salt  Lake  C 
Denver  and  St.  Louis  en  route  to  New  Y 
later  this    month    in   quest  of   new   talent. 

FRANK  FAY  is  back  in  Hollywood  from  1 
York. 

COL.  JASON  JOY  has  arrived  in  town  f 
the    Coast. 

MARGARET  SULLAVAN,  accompanied  by 
hubby,  LELAND  WAYWARD,  is  at  the  Wald, 
Astoria    from    the    Coast. 

LT.  BOB  BENJAMIN,  Signal  Corps,  goes 
Washington  this  week  and  then  departs 
Hollywood. 

SAMUEL  HACKER,  head  of  Film  Audit  Ser 
is   in   Pittsburgh   on   company   business. 

KENNETH    THOMSON,    executive    secretary 
the    Screen    Actors    Guild,    has    returned    to 
Coast. 

DE  WITT  BODEEN  is  in  town  to  do  rese; 
on  the  screenplay  of  the  'RKO  picture  tentati' 
called  "Curse  of  the  Cat  People."  He  is  sell 
uled   to   return   to  the  studio  by   May  1. 

BILL  SCHWARTZ  of  RKO  is  in  Chicago 
supervise  transfer  of  the  Van  Nomikos  Cr 
Theater    to    the    circuit. 

D.  A.  DORAN,  Columbia  producer,  arrivec 
New  York  yesterday,  to  confer  with  Ruth  k 
Kenney  on  her  story,  "Washington,  I  I 
You." 

N.    A.    Taylor,    president    and    general    man; 
of    Twinex    Century    Theaters    Corp.,    Ltd. 
general    manager  of   Exhibitors   Booking  Asso 
tion,    has    returned    to   Toronto   from    New   Y 

EDWARD  C.  DOWDEN  of  Loew's  home  of 
publicity  staff,  is  in  Syracuse  arranging  for 
opening  of  the  newly-acquired  Loew's  Str 
with    a    War   'Bond    premiere   April    28. 

CHARLES  C.  MOSKOWITZ,  vice-presir 
of  Loew's,  Inc.  and  general  theater  opera 
is    in    Florida    on    vacation. 

LEOPOLD  FRIEDMAN,  loew  legal  chiefj 
back   from    Palm    Beach. 
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THE  PLAYERS  INCLUDE:  JOHN  GARFIELD 
GIG  YOUNG  •  HARRY  CAREY  •  GEO  TOBIAS 
ARTHUR  KENNEDY  •  JAS  BROWN  •  JOHN 
RIDGELY    •    SCREEN   PLAY      DUDLEY  NICHOLS 
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PRODUCTION -DISTR 


ASSOCIATIONS 

A  complete  list  of  Associa- 
tions together  with  their 
officers  and  directors. 


LABOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 

A  list  of  labor  organizations 
serving  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  arranged  in  al- 
phabetical  order  together 
with  international  union 
affiliations.  Data  includes 
names  of  unions  and  guilds, 
local  numbers,  addresses 
and  personnel. 


FEATURE    RELEASES 
1942 

A  complete  list  of  features 
released  during  1942  to- 
gether with  production 
credits  --  casts,  producers, 
directors,  stars,  cameramen, 
authors,  etc. 


FILM  DAILY  review  dates, 
runnii 

dates. 


running   times   and  release 


AGENTS  AND 
MANAGERS 

Their   addresses    and    tele- 
phone  numbers. 


LISTS 

Names,  addresses  and 
telephone  numbers  of  Pro- 
ducers, Short  Subject  Pro- 
ducers. Distributors,  Car- 
loon  Producers,  16  mm. 
Producers  Distributors, 

Non-Theatrical  Producers 
-  Distributors,  Film  Car- 
riers, Laboratories,  Trailer 
Producers  —  Distributors, 
etc.,  arranged  by  states  and 
cities.  a 

PLAYERS'  CREDITS 

The  titles  of  all  pictures 
thev  played  in  during  1941 
and  1942. 

• 

CAMERAMEN  AND 
THEIR  WORK 

An  up-to-the-minute  listing 
of  all  cameramen's  work 
for  the  past  two  years. 


EXCHANGES 

A  complete  list  of  film  ex- 
changes in  key  cities  with 
managers'  names  and  ad- 
dresses and  companies  they 
represent. 

• 

CRITICS 

A  list  of  Motion  Picture 
Critics  of  newspapers  ar- 
ranged by  states,  towns. 
NEW— A  list  of  motion 
picture  commentators  of 
radio  stations. 
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INDUSTRY 
PERSONNEL 

An  alphabetical  compila- 
tion of  industry  companies 
with  addresses  and  tele- 
phone numbers  and  the 
names  of  officers  and  execu- 
tives. e 

CENSOR  BOARDS 

Personnel  of  Stale  and 
regional  censor  boards  ar- 
ranged by  key  territories. 

A  digest  of  censor  board 
rules.  . 

AUTHORS'  CREDITS 

Authors'  credits  lor  the  twoj 
previous   years. 

• 

SCREENPLAY 
WRITERS 

Their  work  for  1941  and 
1942. 
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ARBITRATION 
TRIBUNALS 

Addresses,  names  <>l  clerks 
and  the  boundaries  cov- 
ered by  each  Tribunal. 

• 

SUPPLY  DEALERS 

Names,  addresses,  telephone 
numbers,  managers,  and  a 
list  <>l  important  brand 
name  products  handled  by 
the  supply  dealer  in  every 
key  center. 

• 

DIRECTORS 

[The  complete  listing  of  all 
i  directors  with  the  names  of 
('the  pictures  thev  directed 
during   1941    and   1942. 

• 

NEGRO  THEATERS 

A  complete  list  of  Negro 
Theaters  arranged  by  states. 


RULES  OF 
ARBITRATION 
AND  APPEALS 

The  rules  governing  arbi- 
tration and  appeals,  pursu- 
ant to  the  New  York  Con- 
sent Decree. 


THE  WAR  AND  THE 
MOTION   PICTURE 
INDUSTRY 

The  full  story  of  the  trade's 
myriad  contributions  to  the 
United  Nations  Victory 
program,  told  therein  for 
the  first  time,  will  inform, 
amaze,  thrill  and  inspire. 


FINANCIAL 

Financial  histories,  price 
ranges,  dividends,  earnings, 
etc.  of  important  motion 
picture  companies  and  im- 
portant companies  serving 
the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. 

• 

PLAY  AND  STORY 
BROKERS 

A  list  of  Play  and  Story 
Brokers  in  Los  Angeles  and 
New  York  together  with 
addresses  and  telephone 
numbers. 

• 

SHORT  SUBJECT 
DIRECTORS 

Credits  tor   1941-42. 
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r  lollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood,  Cal. 


PRODUCERS    CREDITS 

Producer  credits  for  pic- 
tures released  during  1941 
and  1942.  (Previous  credits 
in  previous  Year  Books.) 


THEATERS 

An  up-to-date  list  of  all 
theaters  in  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada  with  their  seating 
capacities.  Theaters  listed 
individually  by  States, 
towns  or  cities. 


CIRCUIT  THEATER  LIST 

A  complete  list  of  Circuits 
in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  operating  four  or 
more  theaters. 


TITLES 

A  list  of  19,169  titles  of 
motion  pictures  released 
since  1915  with  names  of 
companies  who  distributed 
them  together  with  FILM 
DAILY  review  dates. 
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THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501    Broadway,    N.    Y.    C. 

Gentlemen: 

Please  enter   my   subscription   to   the   "FILM    DAILY"   which   entitles   me   to   "THE 

FILM  YEAR  BOOK,"  "THE  FILM  DAILY"  5  days  each  week,  "Equipment  News,"  and 

"Short  Subject   Issues"  all  for  only  $10.00  per  year. 

Name:     

Street:     

City: State: 

□  Check   herewith.  □   Bill   me. 


FIVE    DAYS 
EACH  WEEK 


Five  days  each  week  Film  Daily  readers  get  the  up  to  the  minute  accurate  news  of  the  motion 
picture  industry.  This  little  newspaper  of  filmdom  keeps  the  busy  man  right  up  to  date  on  what's 
happening  in  the  industry  pertaining  to  production,  distribution  and  exhibition. 

News  —  Reviews  of  features  and  shorts  —  Editorials  —  Financial  —  Labor  —  New  Product  — 
Production  activities  —  Legislation  —  and  everything  else  of  importance  happening  anywhere  in 
the  world  of  value  and  interest  to  readers  of  — 
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ive  of  Federal  and  state  admis- 
ion  taxes. 

In  1942  annual  attendance  was 
,680,000,000  (90,000,000  average 
weekly),  while  avex*age  admission 
•rice  was  25.5  cents.  Comparable 
|941  figures  were:  annual  attend- 
ee 4,360,000,000  (85,000,000  week- 
ly); average  admission  25.2  cents. 
Annual  admissions  in  1942  tied  the 
neviously    high    1930    mark. 

Amusement  taxes  touched  a  new 
'iigh  last  year  with  $146,372,271 
urned  over  to  the  Government.  In 
.941   the    figure    was    $87,819,000. 

The  YEAR  BOOK  shows  that 
7.728  motion  picture  houses  were 
iperating  the  first  day  of  this  year 
•ompared  with  17,919  a  year  ago. 
This  indicates  a  decrease  of  191 
out,  for  reasons  of  national  secur- 
ty,  207  theaters  operated  by  the 
J.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture  Service 
were  dropped  from  the  volume's 
•ompilation,  leaving  a  gain  of  16 
ommercial  theaters. 

Total  theaters  as  of  Jan.  1  were 
20,196  operating  in  10,040  Amer- 
ican cities  and  towns,  but  2,468  of 
.hese  were  closed.  Comparable  last 
/ear's  totals  were  20,281  with  2,- 
!62  dark. 

Seating  capacities  of  theaters  op- 
erating on  Jan.  1  total  11,542,093; 
,)f  total  theaters,  12,481,314  and 
dosed  theaters,  939,221.  There 
vere  466  theaters  operating  with 
portable  sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment, 99  drive-ins  and  410  operated 
3iimarily  for   Negro   patronage. 


525  Chicago  Musicians 
Union  Men  In  Armed  Force 


Chicago  —  The  local  Musicians 
Union  reports  1,525  members  are 
low  in   the   armed   forces. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Linda  Darnell  and 
Peverell  Marley,  the  cameraman, 
were  hitched  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 
The  bridegroom  is  now  a  technical 
•sergeant  in  the  Army. 


Olyphant,  Pa.  —  Engagement  of 
Miss  Betty  Lazar,  manager  of  the 
Roxy  Theater,  to  John  Mesko  has 
been  announced.  They  will  be  mar- 
ried here   May   29. 


Scranton,  Pa. — Lt.  William  Hess, 
former  Comerford  Circuit  employe, 
and  Miss  Eileen  C.  McDonald  were 
married  in  St.  Francis  DeSaulles 
Church,  Miami  Beach,  Fla. 


New  Haven,  Conn. — Evelyn  Mott 
st  Warners,  has  resigned  to  marry 
Lt.  Edward  Davis  of  Stratford,  sta- 
tioned in  Hpst^ftv  n         u^ 


▼  T  T 

Exhibitor  Profiles:  E.  M.  Loew 

•  •  •  DECIDEDLY  eligible  for  classification  under  "Land  of  Op- 
portunity"  or  "Horatio  Alger  Stuff"   is  this   ace   theaterman,   boss   of   the 

powerful  circuit  which  bears  his  name Born  in  Austria,  March  28, 

1897,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  beckoned,  as  so  many  have  been, 

by   the   torch-bearing   Lady-Down-The-Bay A   quarter    of    a   century 

ago,  21-year-old  Elias  was  a  waiter  in  a  famous  Boston  restaurant 

One  day  he  visited  the  nearby  shoe  city  of  Lynn,  and  it  proved  the 
first  real  step  to  fame  and  fortune Strangely  enough,  the  instru- 
mentality was  but  a  vacant  store He  mused  that  something  should 

be  done   about  it Locale   was   Andrew  Street,   and  he   turned  the 

empty  emporium  into  the  town's  first  motion  picture  theater Venture 

climaxed  a  dream,  so  he  apparently  christened  it  the  Dreamland 

Admission  was  a  nickel Today,  E.  M.  Loew  is  sole  owner,  with  the 

exception  of  perhaps  two,  or  so,  per  cent  portioned  out  to  partners  in  a 
few  enterprises His  holdings  include  some  50  film  outlets  stretch- 
ing from  Maine  to  Florida,  and  two  big  night  clubs,  one  of  which.  The 
Latin  Quarter  in  New  York,  was  the  subject  of  a  Satevepost  yarn  recently. 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  the  early  days  of  his  theater  career,  Loew  sold  and  col- 
lected tickets,  acted  as  manager,  janitor,  announcer  and  chief  usher 
77(«5  he  knows  from  hard,  personal  experience  all  the  funda- 
mentals of   running  pic  houses Now,   in   a    neat   office   in   Bean- 

town's  Metropolitan  Building,  he  directs  his  large  chain,  and  constantly 
looks  far  beyond  his  local  horizon  for  new  exhibition  and  amusement 

fields  to  conquer Recently,  for  example,  he  attained  an  ambition 

of  long  standing,  namely,  acquisition  of  a  theater  in  the  sector  par- 
ticularly hallowed  by  George  Washington Thus,  Alexandria,  Va., 

became   a    Loew    link Sentiment,   far    more    than   plain    business 

acumen,  dictated  the  step Latest  desire  is  to  have  a  hand  in  fash- 
ioning Hollywood  pix This  will  materialize  shortly 


•  •  •  LOEW,  notwithstanding  that  he  is  just  about  the  youngest 
owner  of  an  extensive  theater  circuit,  is  a  highly  successful  and  wealthy 
man. — quiet,  efficient,  self-effacing,  hates  the  limelight,  and  will  prob- 
ably resent  even  this  Phil  M.  scrivening  about  him Cares  virtually 

nothing  for  wealth  per  se,  considering  it  only  as  a  means  of  bringing  com- 
fort and  joy  to  others,  particularly  to  charities Latter  in  myriad  in- 
stances have  been  objects  of  his  philanthropy Among  his  top  hob- 
bies is  the  huge  Beth  Israel  Hospital,  Boston,  of  which  he  is  a  director. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      #      IS  held  in  the  deepest  respect  by  his  associates,  as  well  as 

the  staffs  of  all  his  theaters Is  never  considered  as  a  "boss"  by 

anyone,  menial  or   important,   in   his   employ Is   never   "the   old 

man"  nor  is  he  ever  feared Instead,  he  evokes  warm  affection 

Is  always  "E.  M." His  war  relief  activities  have   been   enormous 

The  Red  Cross,  United  Nations  Drive,  and  scores  of  other  pro- 
jects channeled  to  the  war's  winning,  have  benefited  through  his  patri- 
otic generosity Out  of  his  own  pocket  he  has  provided  for  a  large 

number  of  needy   refugees Latest   theater  acquisition   is  Boston's 

Majestic,  which  shows  first-  and  extended-run  pix Almost  on  the 

same  date  last  month,  he  celebrated  his  25th  anniversary  in  the  indus- 
try, and  his  46th  birthday 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENgjE,  PEARL  HARBOR! .  .  y  .  . 


Rites  Tomorrow  For 
Joseph  W.  Engel 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Funeral  Chapel,  597  Lexington  Ave. 
Services  will  be  private. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  Engel  entered 
the  industry  as  a  producer  for  Rex 
Pictures  which  made  shorts  for  Uni- 
versal. During  this  period,  he  is 
credited  with  building  U's  first  West 
Coast  studio.  Later  he  became  a 
stockholder  in  Universal  with  Carl 
Laemmle  and  associates. 

On  leaving  Universal,  with  Ed 
Porter,  his  partner  in  Rex,  he  was 
active  in  the  formation  of  Famous 
Players  where  he  was  treasurer  and 
production  manager.  According  to 
recently  revealed  material,  Engel 
and  Porter  ordered  "Queen  Eliza- 
beth," Sarah  Bernhardt  starrer,  and 
the  first  feature  length  picture  to 
have  extensive  showings  in  the  coun- 
try, produced  in  England.  Costs  sky- 
rocketed to  $1,500,000  and  the  new 
company  was  unable  to  pay  for  the 
picture  until  an  associate,  Al  Kauf- 
man, interested  Adolph  Zukor  in  the 
venture  and  financing  was  arranged, 
thus  paving  the  way  for  the  incor- 
poration of  Famous  Players  which 
eventually    became    Paramount. 

Later  he  became  treasurer  of 
Metro  Pictures,  headed  by  Richard 
A.  Rowland,  and  is  credited  with 
being  active  in  the  production  of 
"The  Four  Horsemen  of  the  Apo- 
calypse" which  made  a  star  of  the 
then    unknown    Rudolph   Valentino. 

Engel  is  also  credited  with  pro- 
ducing "Hell's  Angels"  in  sound  af- 
ter a  silent  version  had  been  made 
and  shelved  because  of  the  onrush 
of  talking  pictures.  Associates  claim 
that  he  signed  Jean  Harlow,  an  un- 
known at  the  time,  for  this  film 
which  started  her  career. 

His  most  recent  affiliation  was  as 
associate  producer  of  a  number  of 
Hopalong  Cassidy  Westerns  for 
Harry  Sherman.  He  has  been  in- 
active during  the   past  four   years. 

Surviving  include  a  brother,  Dr. 
William  Engel,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Helen  Jacobsohn. 


"Reveille"  Into  the  Abbey 

Columbia's   "Reveille   with   Bever- 
ley" opens  at  the  Abbey  on  Friday. 


STORKS 


Chicago — James  Kennedy  of  War- 
ners Theaters,  reports  the  birth  of 
a   daughter,  Joyce   Marie. 


Seattle,  Wash.— Bert  Rowe  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  is  the  father 
of  a  new  son. 


A  daughter  was  born  on  Friday 
at  St.  Clare's  Hospital  to  Betty 
Lamb  Duchardt,  former  secretary  to 
Tom  Gerety  at  M-G-M,  and  her  hus- 
band, Harold  Duchardt. ., 
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Decree  to  Highlight 
Allied  Board  Parley 
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outlined  by  Judge  Davies  in  the 
Crescent   anti-trust    case. 

Rosenberg-  asserts  that  if  the 
board  should  decide  that  it  is  worth 
while  to  propose  changes,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  decide  what  those  pro- 
posals shall  be  and  how  and  when 
they  shall  be  presented. 

The  board  also  will  consider  al- 
locations by  the  WPB  of  raw  stock 
and  endeavor  to  figure  out  whether, 
with  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
feature  pictures  being  released, 
there  is  any  excuse  for  the  current 
print  shortage.  The  directors  also 
will  again  turn  their  attention  to 
film  prices,  including  the  price  of 
re-issues,  concerning  which  it  may 
authorize  action  to  supplement  the 
information  service  now  being  car- 
ried  on. 


Atlantic  Civic  Clubs 
To  Hear  Coe  April  27 


To  The  Colors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pearance  in  Atlanta  will  be  the 
fourth  in  a  series  of  addresses  be- 
fore prominent  groups  on  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. Coe  is  now  in  Florida  and 
probably  will  go  direct  to  the  Coast 
after  the  Atlanta  affair. 


Willard  Dashiell,  Actor,  Dies 

Holyoke,  Mass. — Willard  Dashiell, 
75,  actor,  died  here  yesterday  fol- 
lowing a  long  illness.  He  appeared 
in  various  Broadway  plays,  in  the 
film,  "War  is  a  Racket,"  and  was  a 
stock  company  director. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


BERT    LANG,    assistant,    Music    Hall,    Seattle. 

JOE    SIMON,    assistant,    Warners,    Memphis. 

WILLIAM   KEMP,  assistant,   Loew's  State,   Mem- 
phis. 

GENE    COEN,    Kentucky    Salesman,    Metro,    Cin- 
cinnati. 

JACK   WALSH,    Toledo    salesman,   Metro,    Cleve- 
land. 

MICHAEL  J.  CONNORS,  booker,  Warners,  Cleve- 
land. 

DICK     SCHEINBAUM,     circuit     salesman,     Para- 
mount,   Chicago. 

JOHN     HINNELEIN,     Northside    salesman,    Para- 
mount, Chicago. 

SAM     STOLL,     Southside     salesman,     Paramount, 
Chicago. 

FRANK  CARR,  assistant,  Paramount,  New  Haven. 

FRANK    H.    DEAN,    manager,    Roxy,    New   Britain, 
Conn. 

EDNA  FISCHER,  assistant  to  the  president.  Wal- 
ton Coldman,    Inc.,   Hollywood. 

F.    C    MARXSEN,    manager,    Shaw,    Quincy,    Fla. 

JIM     TUFFY,     manager,     Capitol,     Danville,     Pa. 

GEORGE    HORLACHER,    manager,    Keystone,    To- 
wanda,    Pa. 

CEORCE     WELSH,      manager,      Sterling,     Wilkes- 
Barre,    Pa. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 
HUBERT    FERRELL,    manager,   Shaw,   Quincy,    Fla. 


*  DECORATED  * 

LT.  DELMAR  OAK,  JR.,  USA,  formerly  with  B 
&  K  Belpark,  Chicago,  with  Silver  Star,  in 
Guadalcanal. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

LT.  (j.g.)  JOSEPH  LYNCH,  Naval  Air  Corps, 
Paramount  Studio  chief  projectionist,  Hol- 
lywood. 

ENSIGN  DAVID  CHANDLER,  Maritime  Service, 
20th-Fox  publicity  dept.,  Hollywood. 

FLIGHT  COMMANDER  ROBET  CUMMINGS,  CAP, 
actor,    Hollywood. 

LT.  (j.g.)  J.  FRANK  HEARD,  Navy,  M-C-M 
office   manager,    Memphis. 

LT.  BILL  METHE,  Army  Tank  Corps.,  manager 
Berwyn,  Chicago. 

IN   OFICER'S   SCHOOL 

EDDIE  SOLOMON,  Ft.  Knox,  Ky.,  20th-Fox 
exploiteer,    Chicago. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

PFC    JOSEPH     CRAW,     USA,  Warner    Theaters, 

Chicago,    to    corporal. 

CORP.      IRA      BECK,      USA,  assistant,      Loew's 

Rochester,    Rochester,   N.  Y.,   to   sergeant. 

*  ARMY  * 

DAMION  O'FLYNN,   actor,   Hollywood. 

KENNY    WOODWARD,    JR.,    son    of    manager    of 

Clifton,    Huntingdon,    Pa. 
HAROLD  SAXLUND,   manager  of   Fort,   Montfort, 

Wise. 
HARRY     HORNER,     production    designer    for    Sol 

Lesser,    Hollywood. 


JOHN  WEBER,  assistant  to  Bill  Dozier,  Holly- 
wood. 

ROBERT   RYAN,    RKO   actor,    Hollywood. 

ALBERT  VAN  SCHMUS,  RKO  construction  dept., 
Hollywood. 

BOB   FORD,    RKO   film    library,    Hollywood. 

SAUL  SELZNICK,  RKO  assistant  director,  Holly- 
wood. 

NATHANIEL  ELLIOTT,  M-G-M  cartoonist,  Hol- 
lywood. 

WINSTON    MILLER,    RKO    writer,    Hollywood. 

JACK   R.    ROBERTS,   writer,    Hollywood. 

ROBERT   BLEES,   writer,    Hollywood. 

JOSEPH  CALECHMAN,  assistant  at  Howard, 
New  Haven. 

*  NAVY  * 

EDWARD  LEVY,  operator  of  Victory,  Walling- 
ford,    Conn. 

ARTHUR  DETTIA,  head  West  Coast  Fox  Movie- 
tone   bureau,    Hollywood. 

KEITH   RICHARDS,   actor,   Hollywood. 

HERBERT  DRAKE,  publicity  director  for  Orson 
Welles,    Hollywood. 

*  FRENCH  ^RMY  * 

JACQUES    DEVAL,    Columbia    writer,    Hollywood. 

*  WAACS  * 

MARCARET  WILLS,   negative   splicer,   Hollywood. 

*  SPARS  * 

GERALDINE  MURRAY,  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical 
Co.,   'Rochester. 


GOP  Chairman  Charges 
New  Deal  Rules  Movies 
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dential  campaign  was  given  here  by 
Harrison  E.  Spangler,  national 
chairman  of  the  Republican  National 
Committee,  in  speaking  before  the 
Republican    State    Committee. 

Spangler  charged  that  "it  is  ab- 
solutely true  that  there  is  no  longer 
any  freedom  permitted  in  the  mak- 
ing of  motion  pictures,"  asserting 
"our  public  in  America  is  being 
educated  by  propaganda  prepared, 
dictated  and  carried  through  under 
the  direction  of  'New  Deal'  Mellett 
in    Hollywood." 

The  GPO  helmsman  said  that  he 
respected  the  judgment  of  industry 
leaders  and  hailed  the  industry  "as 
a  great  run— it  has  been  run  clean- 
ly," but  declared  that  "the  New 
Deal  has  taken  command  and  the 
motion  picture  people  are  helpless, 
they  are  under  the   whip." 


New  Company  Formed 
To  Handle  Re-issues 


Standard  Time  Measure 
Wins  111.  Com.  Support 

Springfield,  111.  —  The  House  of 
Representatives  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee recommended,  8  to  5,  passage 
yesterday  of  a  bill  that  would  re- 
turn all  of  Illinois,  except  Cook 
county,  to  Central  Standard  Time. 

The  Labor  legislative  program 
was  endangered  by  House  introduc- 
tion of  the  Thon  Berman  bill,  to  sus- 
pend for  the  duration,  the  eight- 
hour  six-day  week  law. 


Mrs.  George  Fischer  Dead 

Milwaukee,  Wis. —  Mrs.  George 
Fischer,  wife  of  the  manager  of  the 
Capitol  theater  and  a  local  exhibi- 
tor for  more  than  30  years,  is  dead 
here. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  new  company.  George  A.  Hir- 
liman  and  Irvin  Shapiro  have  been 
named  managing  directors  of  the 
new  company. 

Inspired  by  the  recent  success  of 
Chaplin's  "The  Gold  Rush"  and 
other  pictures,  the  new  company  is 
presently  engaged  in  acquiring  sig- 
nificant motion  pictures  formerly  re- 
leased by  the  majors.  Contracts 
have  already  been  closed  whereby 
Film  Classics,  Inc.,  acquired  from 
Gaumont-British  36  of  its  films 
which  were  being  released  by  20th- 
century   Fox. 

First  10  pix  scheduled  for  distri- 
bution by  Film  Classics,  Inc.  will 
be  "I  Was  a  Spy"  with  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Herbert  Marshall,  Conrad 
Veidt;  Alfred  Hitchcock's  "The  Girl 
Was  Young";  Carol  Reed's  "To  The 
Victor";  "You're  in  the  Army  Now" 
with  Wallace  Ford,  directed  by 
Raoul  Walsh;  Robert  Stevenson's 
"Non-Stop  New  York"  with  Anna 
Lee  and  John  Loder;  Robert  Fla- 
herty's "Man  of  Aran";  "It's  Love 
Again"  with  Jessie  Matthews; 
George  Arliss  in  "Dr.  Syn";  "Nine 
Days  a  Queen"  with  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke  and  "Rhodes"  with  Wal- 
ter Huston.  Others  include  "The 
Lady  Vanishes"  and  "Woman 
Alone." 

Shapiro  is  leaving  shortly  for  a 
tour  to  set  up  exchanges  in  all  prin- 
cipal key  points,  and  Hirliman  goes 
to  the  Coast  to  continue  negotiations 
for    important   major   product. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Des    Moines,    la.   —   Tri-States    Thea 
Corp.     purchased     enough     War     Bonds 
build  a  new  fighter  plane  in  the  April  \\\ 
Bond  drive.    A.  H.  Blank,  head  of  the  co 
pany,  announced  the  purchase  was  a  tribi 
to    the    Tri-States    employees    now    in 
armed    forces.       The    plane    will    bear 
name,  Des  Moines. 

.  .  .  — V .  .  .— 
Beloit,  Wis. — The  Rex,  Majestic  a 
State  Theaters  here  offered  free  admissi 
during  the  latter  half  of  April  to  perse 
presenting  a  receipt  at  the  box  office  sho 
ing  the  purchase  of  a  War  Bond  of  3 
or  higher  denomination. 

.  .  .  — V .  .  .  — 
Oklahoma  City — T.  B.  Noble,  owner 
the  State  Theater  has  pledged  at  least  $H 
000  in  the  county-wide  campaign  to  s 
enough  War  Bonds  in  one  day — April  22 
to  build  the  $40,000,000  U.  S.  cruiser  Ok 
homa  City.  Noble  pledged  10  times  t 
theater's  receipts  of  April  22,  or  $10,01 
whichever  is  largest. 

.  .  .  — V.  .  .— 
Rochester — Exhibitors  here  will  conce 
trate  on  the  last  three  days  of  the  Seco 
War  Loan  drive  in  their  part  toward  pi 
ting  Rochester  over  its  quota.  Speaki 
will  appear  in  all  houses  Thursday,  a 
passes  will  be  given  to  all  Bond  buyers. 

.  .  .  —  V .  .  .— 
Rochester — Schine  theaters  here  are  ac 
ing  as  collecting  stations  for  discarded  stoc 
ings  for  the  war  effort. 


Mrs.  McClain  Stricken 

Crawfordsville,  Ind. — Mrs.  Myrtle 
McClain,  operator  of  the  Ritz  The- 
ater, here  died  at  her  home  from 
a    heart   attack. 


Staub  Asking  Van  Wert 
Terms  in  Delphos  Case 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  May  20.  It  is  reported  that  A 
torney  Maurice  Spero  of  Clevelai 
representing  E.  L.  Staub,  owner 
the  Delphos  Theater,  who  is  see 
ing  a  reduction  of  the  clearan 
now  granted  to  the  Warner  tt 
aters  of  Lima,  has  asked  the  defe 
dant  distributors  to  duplicate  in  t 
Delphos  situation,  the  consent  awa 
agreed  upon  between  the  same  d 
fendants  and  Schine's  Van  We 
Theater  at  Van  Wert. 

By  the  terms  of  this  award,  t 
14-day  clearance  enjoyed  by  tr 
Lima  houses  was  reduced  to  thr 
days  with  the  further  stipulate 
that  defendants'  picture  shall  b 
come  available  to  Van  Wert  21  da 
after  territorial  release  date,  wit; 
out  regard  to  Lima.  Delphos 
situated  15  miles  from  Lima,  ai 
halfway  between  Lima  and  V; 
Wert.  It  has  always  played  pi 
tures  day  and  date  with  Van  Wert 


B  &  K  Will  Train  15  for 
Circuit  Managerial  Posts 

Chicago — B  &  K  is  training  tl 
following  for  managerial  staff  post 
Russell  Elmquist,  Richard  Freema 
Seymour  Odens,  John  Gillespie,  Ea 
Allen,  Gustave  Bjelke,  Vince 
Gayer,  Jack  Shevman,  Alfred  Haine 
Will  Jewell,  Robert  Mangels,  Fr> 
Kauffman,  Leonard  Utecht,  Herm" 
Walsh   and   Marvin    Salter. 
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dmifs  "Holes"  in 
)b  Shift  Rulings 

(Continued  from  Pane  I) 

|  hiring  by  an  employer  in  an  es- 
otial  activity  of  a  man  already  en- 
ged  in  an  essential  activity  at  the 
me  salary,  then  raising  that  sal- 
,■  at  once.  This  means  in  effect 
kt  studio  workers  could  shift  their 
js  on  the  understanding  that 
jrtiy  after  their  shift  they  could 
•eive  more  money. 
Pending   the   installation   of   more 

i  lor  stabilization  plans — about  60 
e  now  in  effect — the  United  States 
iployment  Service  will  serve  as 
aring  agency  for  all  job  shifts  in- 
h  ing  higher  pay.  Transfers  from 
;ential  activities  to  theaters  or  ex- 
anges  are  out,  but  transfers  to  the 
oduction  end  of  the  industry  are 
t  precluded,   since   that  phase   of 

:  ttion  pictures  has  retained  its  es- 
itial  listing.  It  is  unlikely,  how- 
fer,  that  approval  would  be  given 

•  the  transfer  of  workers  from  a 
Jr    production    plant   to    a    motion 

:ture   studio,    since    most   Govern- 

••nt   officials   would   take   the   atti- 

le  that  even  though  both  are  con- 

ered  essential  activities,  the  shift 

a  studio  would  not  be  "in  the  in- 

'est  of  the   war   effort." 

Regulations  are  due  to  be  issued 

'on  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Rev- 

lue  to  control  job  shifts  at  salaries 

ove   $5,000   per  year.      These   are 

;  expected  to  differ  materially  from 

i  regulations  issued  in  November 

•  the  operation  of  the  President's 
3er  of  last  October.  Major  dif- 
'■ence    will   be    elimination    of    the 

ary  of  ceiling  clauses. 
The  WMC  regulations  in  no  way 
r  transfer  of  workers  among  the- 
irs and  exchanges,  even  at  higher 
-ges,  but  offer  theaters  and  ex- 
anges  no  protection  against  the 
iwing  of  their  workers  into  the 
■called  essential  activities. 

udios  Do  Not  Expect  Job 
'eezing  to  Hamper  Prod'n 

s>  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Studio  labor   contacts 

not  believe  WMC  Chief  Paul  J. 
:Nutt's  order  will  slow  up  pro- 
ction  and  feel  that  it  was  primar- 

designed  for  shipyards  and  other 
Justries  that  have  had  enormous 
)or  turnovers. 

Several  studios  have  ordered  their 
rious  department  heads  to  require 
plicants  for  work,  who  have  never 
sn  employed  in  a  film  plant  here- 
?ore,  to  show  availability  certifi- 
tes  from  industries  in  which  they 
ve  worked.  Former  studio  em- 
3>yes  will  not  be  required  to  sub- 
t  availability  certificates. 
The  matter  of  pay  for  free  lance 
tyers  is  being  studied  by  film 
npany  attorneys,  but  it  is  be- 
ved  freelancers  whose  legal  sal- 
.v  ceiling  under  the  Congressional 

•  ary  seiling  is  $500  a  week,  may 
111  be  able  to  demand  that  figure 
^another  studio  although  they  may 

working  at  a  studio  at  present 
•  $400   a  week. 


SHORTS  REVIEWS 


"Fala" 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M-G-M  8'/2  mins. 

Ace    Subject 

Undoubtedly  the  most  appealing 
and  exploitable  short  of  its  type  in 
film  annals,  this  story  of  the  little 
black  dog  who  lives  in  the  great 
White  House  packs  such  potent  box- 
office  allure  that  real  showmen 
should  "sit  up  and  beg"  for  it. 
Pete  Smith,  producer  and  narrator, 
and  Gunther  V.  Fritsch,  who  di- 
rected the  footage,  have  caught  in 
great  measure  the  ingratiating  per- 
sonality of  President  Roosevelt's 
shaggy  Scotch  Terrier, — constant 
companion   to   the    Chief   Executive. 

The  celebrated  canine  is  photo- 
graphed in  scenes  and  experiences 
typical  of  any  dog's  day,  but  inter- 
spersed are  sequences  of  major  his- 
torical significance  in  which  Fala 
actually  participated.  For  example, 
he  is  shown  during  Winston  Church- 
ill's visit  to  the  White  House;  on 
the  warship  which  served  as  venue 
of  the  memorable  Atlantic  Charter 
conference;  and  at  the  President's 
side  in  the  automobile  (from  which 
he  was  removed)  just  prior  to 
F.D.R.'s  setting  out  for  his  third 
inauguration.  But  most  appealing 
and  touching  are  the  photographed 
moments  of  Fala  chasing  the 
squirrel;  rolling  over  as  a  bid  for 
his  food;  tugging  at  the  bone- 
shaped  biscuit  offered  at  his  mas- 
ter's bedside;  and  perusing  with  lit- 
tle Diana  Hopkins  the  photograph 
album  filled  with  snapshots  of  him- 
self. 

Pete  Smith  has  made  this  short 
more  a  factual  document  than  an 
emotional  one,  perhaps  motivated 
by  the  idea  that  Fala's  charm  and 
histrionic  ability  (he's  a  neat  four- 
legged  actor)  would  carry  the  sub- 
ject.     It  proved   good  judgment. 


20th-Fox  Taking  Press 
On  Sub  Base  Pilgrimage 


Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  escort 
a  press  party  today  to  New  London, 
Conn.,  for  a  special  screening  there 
tonight  of  its  "Crash  Dive"  for  per- 
sonnel of  the  Navy's  submarine  base. 
Press  group  will  meet  for  lunch  at 
"21"  and  have  dinner  at  the  base. 
Arthur  Hale's  "Confidentially  Yours" 
program  (WOR-Mutual)  will  origi- 
nate at  the  Base  tonight.  It's  the 
first  time  the  Hale  program  has 
gone  afield  from  the  New  York 
studios. 


Universal  Elevates  O'Connor 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — It's  stardom  for  Don- 
ald O'Connor.  Universal,  on  the  ba- 
sis of  a  sneak-preview  reaction,  is 
giving  O'Connor  stellar  billing  in 
"School  for  Jive,"  retitled  as  "Mis- 
ter Big." 

Leo  Blank  Fights  Flu 

Cleveland — Leo  Blank,  Vitagraph 
branch  manager,  just  returned  from 
his  wedding  trip,  is  a  flu  victim. 
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Counter  Proposal 
To  Crescent  Decree 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  give  just  such  an  opportunity  be- 
fore it  is  formally  entered. 

When  court  opened  the  Govern- 
ment was  iepresented  only  by  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  Attorney  General, 
Horace  Frierson  who  immediately 
entered  a  protest  against  the  pro- 
posed hearing  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  unfamiliar  with  the 
case  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
adequately  represented.  However, 
Judge  Davies  allowed  Raftery  to 
proceed. 

Discussing  provision  4  of  the  de- 
cree in  which  United  Artists  was 
specifically  named  as  one  of  the  ex- 
hibitors "combining"  with  exhibitor 
defendants  illegally,  Raftery  in- 
sisted that  the  evidence  in  the  case 
did  not  justify  the  naming  of  UA 
in  the   implied   sense. 

In  provisions  5  and  6  of  the  de- 
cree, United  Artists  is  enjoined 
from  "illegally  combining"  with  ex- 
hibitor defendants  in  Rogersville, 
Tenn.,  and  Athens,  Ala.,  in  licensing 
of  pictures  to  the  detriment  of  in- 
dependent theater  operators  in  each 
town.  Raftery  cited  a  number  of 
cases  in  support  of  the  contention 
that  a  defendant  cannot  be  enjoined 
for  an  act  that  is  "past  and  gone." 
He  cited  testimony  in  the  records 
to  the  effect  that  the  independents, 
Miller  in  Rogersville  and  Buchanon 
in  Athens,  had  disposed  of  their  the- 
aters before  the  anti-trust  suit  was 
filed.  As  to  an  injunction  for  a 
"possible  renewal"  of  the  same  of- 
fense in  the  same  stituation,  Raftery 
insisted  that  the  court  had  no 
grounds  to  fear  such  a  renewal.  He 
cited  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law 
itself  that  there  "must  be  a  con- 
tinuing menace  of  violation."  Both 
Miller  and  Buchanon  are  said  to  be 
employes  of  other  local  theaters  at 
the  present  time. 

As  had  been  predicted,  Raftery 
pleaded  to  the  court  that  United 
Artists  was  "too  slightly  implicated 
in  the  suit  to  be  taxed  with  any  part 
of  the  cost"  of  the  action. 

Charles  Cornelius  and  J.  H.  Be- 
lew,  of  Cornelius,  McKinney  &  Gil- 
bert, Nashville  firm,  also  represent- 
ing United  Artists  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  "Little  Three,"  were  with 
Raftery.  Later  in  the  day  these 
attorneys  met  with  local  counsel  of 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  for  a  con- 
ference on  developments  in  the  case. 

Judge  Davies,  taking  the  matter 
under  advisement,  expects  to  grant 
a  hearing  to  plaintiff  counsel  at  a 
later  date. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


Donald  Powers  Dies 
In  Crash  of  Plane 

Stevens    Point,    Wis. — Donald    W. 

Powers,  20,  naval  aviation  cadet 
located   at  the  Olathe,   Kans., 

sEx     Naval    Air    Base,    and    former 

1^~5  doorman  at  Fox's  Lyric  The- 
ater here,  was  fatally  injured 

in   the   crash   of  his  plane. 


SIGNED 

JIMMY    DURANTE,    termer,    Metro. 

TONIO  SELWART,  "The  North  Star,"  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

ALAN  MARSHALL,  seven  years  with  options, 
David    0.    Selznick. 

CATHERINE   CRAIC,   termer,  'Paramount. 

CINNY  SIMMS,    term   contract,   M-C-M. 

SIR  CEDRIC  HADWICKE,  "A  Thousand  Shall 
Fall,"    M-G-M. 

MADELEINE  LEBEAU,  contract  extension,  20th- 
20th-Fox. 

LAMAR   TROTTI,    producer-writer,    20th-Fox. 

REED    HADLEY,    termer,    20th-Fox. 

BETTY  MILES,  "The  Law  Rides  Again,"  Mono- 
gram. 

JON  GILBREATH,  "Adventures  of  the  Flying 
Cadets,"     Universal. 

DWICHT   TAYLOR,   writer,    Warners. 

ANDRE    TOTH,    director,    Universal. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

ANTHONY     COLDEWAY,     script,     "The     Morgue 

is   Always   Open,"    Republic. 
HENRY     BLANKFORT,    script,    "Lady    Member," 

Monogram. 
RICHARD     THORPE,      director,      "Cry      Havoc," 

Metro. 
EDDIE   DOHERTY,   story,   "U.S.S.   The   Sullivans," 

Sam    Jaffe-Lloyd    'Bacon. 
JOSEPH    STANLEY,    director,     "Sleepy    Lagoon," 

Republic. 
ISABEL  DAWN,  script,  "Storm,"   Paramount. 
VINCENT    LAWRENCE,    script,    "The    Pentacle," 

Warners. 
PETER      STEWART,      director,      untitled      "Lone 

Rider"   western,    PRC. 

CASTINGS 

MAUREEN  O'HARA,  "Salute  to  a  Lady,"  RKO; 
JIMMY  DURANTE,  ALAN  REED,  "A  Tale  of 
Two  Sisters,"  Metro;  ANN  SUMMERS,  "Aveng- 
ing Rider,"  RKO;  MELVILLE  COOPER,  ELEANOR 
SESSIONS,  "Without  Warning,"  Columbia;  REX 
INGRAM,  RICHARD  LANE,  "Fired  Wife,"  Uni- 
versal; LUCILLE  BALL,  VIRGINIA  O'BRIEN, 
"Meet  the  People,"  Metro;  JULIE  BISHOP, 
TOM  TULLY,  "To  the  Last  Man,"  Warners; 
CENE  KELLY,  "A  Thousand  Shall  Fall,"  Metro; 
ROBERT  RYAN,  'The  Iron  Major,"  RKO;  VEDA 
ANN  BORC,  "Queen  of  Burlesque,"  RKO;  ROB- 
ERT PAIGE,  "Fired  Wife,"  Universal;  ANN 
SOTHERN,  MERLE  OBERON,  FAY  IBAINTER, 
JOAN  BLONDELL,  MARSHA  HUNT,  DONNA 
REED,  HEATHER  ANGEL,  MARILYN  MAXWELL, 
CONNIE  GICHRIST,  MARY  TREEN,  "Cry  Havoc," 
Metro:  RICHARD  MECKEL,  "Guadalcanal 
Dairy,"  20th-Fox;  WILLIAM  pOWELL,  HEDY 
LAMARR,  "Heavenly  Body,"  Metro;  JACK 
LaRUE,  "The  Law  Rides  Again,"  Monogram; 
SHELLEY  WINTERS,   "Nine   Girls,"    Col.;   PEGGY 


CONVERSE,  SHIMEN  RUSKIN,  "Right  Guy,"  Col.; 
RECIS  TOOMEY,  "Adventures  of  the  Flying 
Cadets,  serial,  Universal;  LON  CHANEY,  JR., 
"The  Cobra  Woman,"  Universal;  BINNIE 
BARNES,  "The  Hour  Before  Dawn,"  Warners; 
LUCIEN  LITTLEFIELD,  "Henry  Aldrich  Haunts  a 
House,"  Paramount;  CLAIRE  TREVOR,  "The 
Gunmaster,"  UA-Sherman;  ALVINO  REY  and 
ORK,  "Jam  Session,"  Columbia;  MARY  BETH 
HUGHES,  "Melody  Parade,"  Monogram;  ANN 
CORIO,  "Sweetheart  of  the  Marines,"  Mono- 
gram; BRUCE  BENNETT,  "Officers'  Candidate 
School,"    Columbia. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

ANNA     SEGHERS'     "The     Seventh     Cross,"     by 

M-C-M. 
VICTORIA     WOLF'S     "Truth     in     Demand— The 

Diary    of    an    Army    Nurse,"    20th-Fox.       To 

be  produced  as  "Salute  to  a   Lady." 
COL.    ROBERT    LEE    SCOTT'S    "Cod    Is    My    Co- 

Pilot,"    by    Warners. 
HOWARD    HICK'    "Sweetheart   of   the    Marines," 

by  Fhil  Krasne  (Mono.) 

REOPTIONED 

ROBERT    HAYMES,   Columbia. 

OPTIONED 

MARJORIE    ANN    MUTCHIE,    child    player,    Co- 
lumbia. 

SCHEDULED 

"Destination   Tokyo,"   director,   DELMER   DAVES; 

producer,      JERRY     WALD;     screenplay     by 

STEVE    FISHER,   Warners. 
"Hitler's    Women,"    by   JOHN    BRIGHT;    Herman 

Millakowsky,    for    Monogram. 
"You  Can't  Ration  Love,"   by  ANNE  WICHTON, 

producer,    WILLIAM    MacEWEN,    Paramount. 
"Girls,   Inc.,"  by  EDWARD  DEIN;  William  Cowan 

for    Universal. 

NEW  TERMERS 

IRENE     MANNING,    Warners. 
JEAN    PARKER,    Paramount    (Pine-Thomas). 
GOLDEN    GATE    QUARTET,    Paramount. 
TEDDI    SHERMAN,    Harry  Sherman    (UA). 
BUSTER   CRABBE,    Sig   Neufeld    (PRC). 
AL   ST.   JOHN,   Sig   Neufeld    (PRO. 

ELEVATED 

DONALD    O'CONNOR,    Universal. 
NANCY   COLEMAN,   Warners. 


DEALS  ON  THE  FIRE 

RKO,   with   Leonard  Sillman   for  a  screen   version 
of    "New    Faces." 


Proposes  Consent  Decree 
In  Griffith  Trust  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  see  Clark,  and  broached  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  deal. 

Proposals  for  a  basis  upon  which 
to  reach  a  consent  decree  covering 
about  300.  exhibitors  in  Texas,  Okla- 
homa and  Missouri  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Department  by  Rice  within 
the  next  two  weeks,  Clark  opined. 

Negotiations  for  a  settlement  in 
this  case  were  under  way  about  two 
years  ago,  it  was  recalled,  but  they 
were  never  carried  through  because 
both  parties,  it  is  believed,  decided 
to  wait  for  the  decision  in  the  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.  case  in  Mem- 
phis. When  this  decision  came  down 
last  month,  favorable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, attempts  to  reach  a  settle- 
ment in  the  Griffith  case  were  looked 
for.  Rice's  visit  with  Clark  yester- 
day, after  which  he  immediately  re- 
turned to  Dallas,  is  the  first  open 
move  toward  settlement. 

Clark  made  it  plain  that  the  De- 
partment is  going  to  dictate  terms 
in  this  matter.     "If  what  they  pro- 


MPTOA  Board  of  Directors 
Mulls  Washington  Meeting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

MPTOA  delegation,  headed  by  Pres- 
ident Ed  Kuykendall,  would  seek  in- 
formation from  the  heads  of  the 
agencies  as  to  what  activities  or 
programs  are  in  prospect  that  may 
affect  the  motion  picture  theaters. 

Information  as  to  the  status  of 
priorities,  raw  stock,  equipment; 
etc.,  would  be  gathered  and  the  de- 
tails reported  when  the  full  board 
meets  at  the  Hotel  Astor  in  New 
York. 


Herb  Wagner  Under  Knife 

Indianapolis  —  Herbert  A.  Wag- 
ner, M-G-M  salesman  is  confined  to 
St.  Vincent's  Hospital  by  an  appen- 
dectomy. 


Rosenberg  Says  Pix 
Shortage  Artificial 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

Rosenberg  charges  that  the  major 
companies  are  reducing  both  the 
number  of  features  and  the  number 
of  prints.  The  situation,  he  points 
out,  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
WPB  order  curtailing  by  one-fourth 
the  amount  of  raw  stock  consume! 
by  the  industry.  Rosenberg,  how- 
ever, asserts  that  should  the  distrib- 
utors continue  to  release  the  same 
number  of  pictures,  it  is  probable 
that  some  part  of  the  saving  would 
have  to  be  effected  by  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  prints;  and  should 
the  distributors  materially  reduce! 
the  number  of  feature  pictures  re- < 
leased,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
need  for  any  reduction  in  prints. 

Rosenberg  further  charges  that  "some  com- 
panies are  deliberately  withholding  pictures 
that  have  been  completed  and  apparently 
were  intended  for  release  during  the  curren 
season."  He  claims  that  "at  least  one  com 
pany  is  withholding  a  number  of  picture; 
from  circulation  much  earlier  than  is  nee 
essary." 

Shortage    Aids    First-Runs 

The  shortage,  Rosenberg  continues,  nut 
only  enables  the  distributors  to  run  up  film 
rentals,  but  it  plays  into  the  hands  of  their 
own  first-run  theaters.  Because  of  extended 
runs  and  move-overs,  pictures  of  any  value 
are  "virtually  bled  white"  before  they  are 
made  available  to  the  subsequent-run  theaters, 
Rosenberg  claims,  adding  that  "the  move- 
over  has  the  effect  and  was  designed  to 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  clearance 
over    the    subsequent-runs." 

"In  addition,"  he  wrote,  "the  print  short- 
age delays  the  availabilities  of  the  subsequent- 
runs  and,  therefore,  has  the  effect  to  increase 
the  clearance  to  which  they  are  subjected. 
There  is  ample  circumstantial  evidence  on 
whicli  to  assume  that  there  is  a  deliberate 
purpose  among  the  distributors,  under  cover 
of  the  war  emergency,  not  only  to  extract 
the  last  possible  penny  of  film  rental  from 
the  independent  exhibitors  but  also  to  divert 
all  possible  patronage  to  their  own  prior-run 
high-admission     theaters." 

Attacks   Re-issue    Prices 

Rosenberg  attacks  an  alleged  practice  of 
distributors  in  demanding  approximately  the 
same  prices  for  re-issues  as  for  current  re- 
leases, claiming  that  re-issues  are  being  t 
offered  in  lieu  of,  not  in  addition  to,  the, 
new  productions,  thereby  "perpetuating  the 
sellers'    market." 

"For  the  distributors  to  take  advantage 
of  a  picture  shortage  of  their  own  making 
to  run  up  huge  net  profits  on  these  already 
liquidated  pictures  would  be  reprehensible 
beyond  any  oppression  ever  before  practiced 
in  an  industry  not  noted  for  moderation.'' 
Rosenberg  declares,  and  concludes  with : 
"The  distributors  are  solemnly  warned  not 
to    attempt    any    such    gouge." 


pose  doesn't  satisfy  us,"  he  declared, 
"why,  we're  fully  prepared  to  press 
the  suit."  Robert  Wright,  specialist 
in  the  division  on  industry  anti-trust 
matters,  is  out  of  town  this  week. 
He  has  been  working  on  the  case 
against  Carnegie-Illinois  Steel. 


McRae  Rites  in  Melrose 

Melrose,  Mass. — Funeral  of  Don- 
ald McRae,  58,  field  representative) 
for  the  J.  E.  McAuley  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  of  Chicago,  makers  of  Peer- 
less projection  lamps,  was  held  frorrti 
his  home  here  on  Sunday.  He  died 
in  Boston  on  Thursday. 


Algona,  la.,  Exhibitor 
Italian  War  Captive 

Algona,  la. — Corp.  John  C.  Spong- 
berg,  former  operator  of  the  Iowa 
Theater  at  Algona,  is  a  war  prisoner 
of  the  Italians,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived by  his  father.  In  a  letter,  the 
son  described  his  treatment  by  the 
Italians    as    good. 
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OST-WAR  'FIELD  DAT  FOR  FILMS ^ABROAD 

jas  Rationing  Hurts  N.  E.  Small  Town  Exhibs. 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


=By  ANDREW   H.   OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON 

:    same    sort    of   situation    holding    be- 

ween  the  Army  and  OWI  motion  picture 

,  Lowell  Mellett,  is  building  up  between 

ett  and  the  Navy,  it  appeared  yesterday. 

bone  of  contention   is  that  John   Ford 

re    "December    7,"    which     the     Navy 

the   Office    of   Strategic    Services   feel 

ood  material  for  release  to  the  general 

jo 

iginally  a  seven-reeler,  this  film,  which 

irgely    a    re-enactment    of    the    attack 

earl  Harbor  and  reconstruction  there  in 

past    16   months,   has   been   cut   to  38 

pes.     The  cutting  was  done  at  the  in- 

,:e  of  Navy  Secretary  Frank  Knox,  who 

pparently    interested    in    public    release 

the    film.      The    producing    agency    for 

film   was   the   OSS,   at   the    request   of 

s  and  Secretary  of  War  Henry  Stimson. 

blic   release  of  the  longer  version   was 

ested  to  Mellett  some  time  ago,  but  the 

I  chief  did  not  receive  the  idea  warmly. 

e  e 

<JAL  decision  on  the  matter  will  prob- 
bly  rest  on  the  disposition  of  the 
y's  request  for  public  showing  of  the 
k  Capra  subjects.  If  public  showing 
-ranged  for  these,  it  is  likely  that  the 
i  will  press  for  similar  treatment  of 
:ember  7." 

the    meantime,    it    begins    to    look    as 
■e  decision  on  the  Capra  pix  will  be  a 
>r   determinant   of    the    future    function 
*WI  as  a  clearance  agency  for  Govern- 
t  films.   If  the  WAC  decides   it  would 
to  distribute  the  first  Capra  production, 
lude   to   War,"   or   several   of   them,    it 
pais   now   that   it   will   be   a    major    loss 
1  restige   for  Mellett  since   he  has  made 
lain    he    is    still    dissatisfied    with    the 
and  will  not  give  it  his  clearance, 
he   wins   the    test   and    pubic   showing 
•locked,    or    is    arranged    only    on     his 
is,  then  OWI  will  be  more  firmly  estab- 
d  than  ever  as  the  clearing  house   for 
ic  distribution  of  films  made  by  the  mili- 
ar other  Government  agencies. 

e  e 

OUBLE  is  brewing  here  over  the  use 
•f  the  name,  Clare  Boothe  Luce,  as 
tor  of  "Margin  for  Error."  The  full  press 
for  the  Twentieth-Fox  picture  includes 
with  the  name  Clare  Booth  E.  l.uce  only 
tly  smaller  than  the  title  of  the  pic- 
(Sontinued  on  Page  2) 


Houses  Relying  on  Farm 
Patronage  Face  Prospect 
Of  Business  Suspension 


By  FLOYD  BELL 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Boston — Unless  something  unfore- 
seen happens,  theaters  in  small 
towns  are  due  to  suffer  hardships  in 
New  England  and  many  of  them 
will  be  forced  to  close. 

Although  business  in  downtown 
Boston  and  in  nearby  metropolitan 
centers  such  as  Lynn,  Lowell,  Law- 
rence, Brockton  and  Quincy  has  been 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Says  Distribs.  Earn 
More  With  Print  Cut 


Columbus,  O. — With  20  per  cent 
fewer  prints,  the  distributors  in 
Ohio  increased  their  revenue  ap- 
proximately 30  per  cent,  according 
to  Pete  Wood,  secretary  of  the  ITO 
of  Ohio,  who  based  his  figures  on 
censorship  fees  and  admission  taxes. 

For  the  first  three  months  of 
1943,    Ohio    collected    $560,584   from 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


B  &  K  Earns  $6.91  a  Share; 
All  Officers  Re-elected 


Chicago  —  B  &  K  Corporation 
showed  $6.91  per  share  profit  the 
past  year,  against  $6.03  previous 
year. 

The  company's  long-term  debt  was 
reduced  to  $531,000.  The  company 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


48-Hour  Weeh  Delay 
In  Buffalo  Exchanges 

Buffalo  —  Leon  McNamara  of 
WMC's  war  work  review  unit  has 
notified  Buffalo  exchanges  they  have 
been  given  a  stay  of  compliance 
pending  consideration  of  their  ap- 
plication for  exemption  from  WMC's 
48-hour  work  week  edict. 

Longer  week  became  mandatory 
April  1  because  Buffalo  is  listed  as 
a    critical    manpower    shortage    area. 


Contend  P.  R.  Can't 
Ban  Block-Booking 


San  Juan  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — Claiming  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  Puerto  Rico  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  pass  the  anti-block  booking 
bill  because  it  would  interfere  with 
inter-state  commerce,  American  dis- 
tributors, through  their  attorney,  J. 
Pedro  Miranda,  opposed  the  measure 
at  a  hearing  before  the  Senate  Civil 
and  Judicial  Committee. 

Bill,  which  also  prohibits  increases 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Krenitz  Replaces  Frew 
For  "U"  in  Cleveland 


Cleveland,  O.  —  Joseph  Krenitz, 
with  Universal's  branch  here  for  20 
years,  the  last  17  as  city  salesman, 
has  been  appointed  branch  manager, 
succeeding  James  V.  Frew,  resigned. 

Krenitz  started  in  the  film  industry 
in  1917  as  a  booker  for  the  George 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Hughes  Talking  Garden  Deal 

Would  Open  'The  Outlaw"  There  on  Sept.  11 


Report  Rockefeller  Center 
Selling  Its  RKO  Common 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   (DAILY 

Washington  —  Fifteen  separate 
transactions  between  Feb.  11  and 
March  10,  during  which  Rockefeller 
Center,  Inc.,  dropped  18,200  shares 
of  RKO  common  ($1  par),  pointing 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Negotiations  between  Howard 
Hughes  and  Madison  Square  Garden 
are  under  way  for  a  deal  whereby 
Hughes'  "The  Outlaw"  will  start  an 
indefinite  run  at  the  Garden  on  Sept. 
11.  Picture  would  be  shown  on  a 
side-wall  screen  which  would  be 
seen  by  15,000  persons. 

Present  plans  call  for  a  policy  of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Golden,  D  of  C  Pix  Chief, 
Calls  on  Distribs.  to  Pre- 
pare Now  for  Peace  Market 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Possibility  of  a  "field 
day"    for    American    films    in    Axis 
countries  and  neutrals  cut  off  from 
this  country 
because     of 
war    ship- 
ping  prob- 
lems, imme- 
diately   fol- 
lowing   ces- 
sation    of 
the  conflict, 
is     seen  by 
Nathan  D. 
Golden  , 
Chief,  Mo- 
tion Picture 
Unit,  Bu- 
reau of  For-  NATHAN  D.  GOLDEN 
eign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in  a 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Tex.  Clearance  Case 
Modified  on  Appeal 

Offering  of  current  product  on 
availability  of  150  days  after  first- 
run  in  a  city  where  all  other  the- 
aters are  operated  by  one  interest 
appears  to  be  calculated  to  defeat 
the   purpose   of   Section   VI   of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

PCC  Names  Harvey,  Bruen 
As  Its  Caravan  Com.  Reps. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  — .  PCCITO  announced 
the  appointment  of  Rotus  Harvey 
of  San  Francisco  as  PCCITO  rep- 
resentative on  the  caravan  commit- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Lt.  John  J.  Scully,  Jr. 
Nazi  War  Prisoner 

Boston — Lt.  John  J.  Scully,  Jr., 
USA,  son  of  Universal's  branch  man- 
ager here,  and  nephew  of  William  A. 
Scully,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager  of  Universal,  is  a  pris- 
oner in  Germany.  He  had  been  re- 
ported  missing  in   action. 


THE  WAR  BONDS  YOU  BUY  TODAY  WILL  HELP  TO  FIRE  THAT  LAST  SHOT  SOME  TOMORROW 
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Einfeld,  Davies  Confer 
On  "Moscow"  Showing 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — S.  Charles  Einfeld, 
Warner  Bros.'  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  arrived  here  last 
night  for  more  conferences  regard- 
ing the  release  of  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow.". The  picture  was  finally  com- 
pleted Monday  night,  he  said,  when 
the  final  scoring  went  in,  and  will 
probably   be    shipped   East   today. 

Einfeld  conferred  last  night  with 
former  ambassador  to  Russia,  Jos- 
eph E.  Davies,  author  of  the  best- 
seller from  which  the  picture  was 
made,  and  will  probably  see  Davies 
again.  He  will  confer  today  with 
President  Felix  Cotton  of  the  Na- 
tional Press  Club  concerning  a  proj- 
ected restricted  showing  of  the  film 
to   Washington   newsmen. 


Springfield's  Juvenile 
Attendance  Ban  Sticks 


Springfield,  Mass. — There  will  be 
no  dropping  of  the  ban  on  children 
attending  local  theateis  because  of 
a  scarlet  fever  epidemic,  the  public 
health  commissioner,  Dr.  L.  Jackson, 
Smith  said  yesterday. 

Starting  in  September,  the  epi- 
demic reached  its  peak  in  February 
with  an  average  of  110  cases  a  week. 
At  the  present  time  it  has  dropped 
to  75  a  week,  but  Dr.  Smith  says  this 
is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  dropping 
the  ban  as  yet. 

Film  Unions  Participate 
In  Wartime  Conference 


Film  unions  here  affiliated  with 
the  CIO's  United  Office  and  Profes- 
sional Workers  of  America  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  two-day  National 
Wartime  Conference  of  the  profes- 
sions, sciences,  arts  and  white  col- 
lar fields  which  opens  at  the  Hotel 
Commodore  on  May  8.  The  UOPWA 
is  one  of  a  group  of  organizations 
sponsoring  the  conference,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  is  to  find  ways  of  mak- 
ing fuller  use  of  the  professions, 
sciences,  arts  and  white  collar  fields 
in  the  business  of  winning  the  war. 


Interboro  Circuit  Leases 
Blenheim  Theater,  Bronx 


Interboro  Circuit  has  leased  the 
Blenheim  Theater  in  the  Bronx  for 
25  years.  House,  a  former  Fox- 
Metropolitan  situation  has  been  un- 
der lease  to  Skouras  Theaters  Corp. 
Berk  and  Krumgold  consummated 
the  deal.  Interboro  plans  extensive 
rehabilitation  when  conditions  per- 
mit. 


Warner  Club  Rallying 
To  Double  Bond  Sales 


With  the  objective  of  doubling 
War  Bond  purchases  by  Warners 
employes,  a  Bond  Rally  will  be  held 
today  under  auspices  of  the  Warner 
Club  at  the  company's  home  office. 
Martin  F.  Bennett,  president  of  the 
club,  is  chairman. 


Reeling  'Round  — 
WASHINGTON 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ture.  And  Congresswoman  Care  Luce  of 
Connecticut  doesn't   like   it. 

In  fact,  she  dislikes  it  enough  to  have 
called  Manager  Jack  Foxe  of  Loew's  Colum- 
bia yesterday  to  insist  that  her  name  not  be 
used  in  promotion  and  advertising  for  the 
picture.  "I  think  of  myself  as  two  people," 
said  Mrs.  Luce.  "As  a  writer  I'm  Clare 
Boothe,  and  otherwise   I'm  Clare  Luce." 

Not  only  does  she  object  to  the  use  of 
her  full  name  with  the  film,  but  she  says 
that  her  contract  with  Twentieth-Fox  speci- 
fically precludes  the  use  of  the  name  "Luce" 
in  connection  with  the  film.  In  the  mean- 
time, no  changes  in  local  promotion  are 
planned,  with  Loew's  Division  Manager 
Carter  T.  Barron  indicating  yesterday  that 
he  would  simply  use  the  press  book  as 
given    him. 


War  Demands  Force  Cut  in 
Schlesinger  Cartoon  Sked 


West    Coast    Bu-eau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Hollywood — Because  of  a  heavy 
schedule  of  Army  and  Navy  films 
and  loss  of  personnel  because  of  the 
war,  Leon  Schlesinger  has  decided 
to  reduce  his  1943-44  cartoon  sched- 
ule to  13  '-Merrie  Melodies"  and  13 
"Looney  Tunes." 

For  the  last  four  years  Schlesinger 
has  held  the  record  for  making  more 
cartoons  than  any  other  producer. 
His  current  program  called  for  26 
"Merrie  Melodies"  and  13  "Looney 
Tunes,"  six  of  the  latter  in  Techni- 
color for  the  first  time.  Both  series, 
beginning  with  the  new  program, 
will  be  made  entirely  in  color. 


AAAA  Groups  to  Present 
Theater  Program  to  Gov't 


A  committee  of  five  was  appointed 
yesterday  by  the  Council  of  Actors 
Equity  to  meet  with  other  AAAA 
actor  groups  Saturday  morning  to 
discuss  a  program  to  be  offered  to 
the  Government  for  the  wider  and 
more  important  use  of  the  theater 
in  the  war  effort. 

Equity's  delegates  will  be  Philip 
Loeb,  Bert  Lytell,  Walter  N.  Greaza. 
Ilka  Chase,  Aline  MacMahon  and 
Paul  Dullzell,  executive  secretary, 
ex-officio.  Other  AAAA  groups  are 
scheduled  to  meet  during  the  week 
to  select  committee  representatives. 


Technicolor  Stockholders 
To  Meet  Here  on  May  17 


Stockholders  of  Technicolor  will 
meet  at  15  Broad  St.,  New  York,  on 
May  17  to  elect  four  directors  for 
three   year  terms. 


ITOA  Joins  the  TA 

The  Independent  Theater  Owners 
Association,  headed  by  Harry 
Brandt,  has  joined  the  Theater  Au- 
thority. Brandt  will  represent  ITOA 
on  TA  which  is  sanctioned  by  all  en- 
tertainment unions  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  benefits. 


COmiDG  and  GOIRC 


LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  HOWARD  STRICKL' 
are  expected  here  from  the  Coast  today 
tomorow. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK  is  New  York-boi 
from    the   Coast. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS  arrives  from  the  stt 
tomorow.  ^ 

N.  FETER  RATHVON  will  return  froj§j| 
Coast    over   the    week-end. 

CARL  E.  MILL1KEN  and  FRED  BEETS 
reached   the   Coast  yesterday   from   New   York 

WINNIE  SHEEHAN  has  arrived  back  in  K 
lywood   from    the   East. 

MITCHELL  WOODBURY,  theater  editor 
the  Toledo  Blade,  is  in  Hollywood  on  his 
nual  visit. 

JOHN    GARFIELD    and    ANNE    CWYNNE 
gan   a   USO-Camp  Shows   tour  at  Seymour  Fii 
Goldsboro,     N.    C.,    yesterday. 

HARRY   GOLDBERG   goes    to   Cleveland   toe 

OSCAR  HOMOLKA  goes  to  Washington 
the    week-end. 

JERRY  BRESSLER,  M-C-M  shorts  chief,  arri 
here  today  from  Hollywood  after  a  stopover 
Washington. 


Film  Biz  Good  All  Over 
Says  Depinet  Drive  Heac 


Picture  business  is  enjoying 
biggest  boom  in  the  history  of  t 
industry  and  exhibitors  are  sho! 
ing  more  showmanship  than  e^ 
before,  Bob  Wolff,  captain  of  t 
RKO  Ned  Depinet  drive,  observ 
on  his  two  nation-wide  tours  in  t 
interest   of   the   drive. 

Wolff  said  yesterday  that  he  f  ou 
no   place   where    business    was   bf 
Some   sections   of  the  country  m 
be    more    prosperous    than    othe 
with  corresponding  reflection  at  t 
box-offices,    but    in    no    spot    did 
find  a  territory  where  grosses  coi  i 
be    considered   low.      Exhibitors, 
said,  are  using  newspapers  more  H 
fectively  and  are  using  more  spai 
to  get  attention. 

Optimism  apparently  preva 
among  showmen  everywhere  ai 
according  to  reports  of  RKO,  cv! 
rent  grosses  exceed  those  of  a 
other  year.  Thirty-two  of  the  Rf 
branches  have  exceeded  their  quot 
in  the  Depinet  drive,  a  situati 
unparalleled  in  the  10th  week  r 
previous  drives.  Billings  and  boo 
ings  are  the  highest  in  histor 
Wolff  said.  The  box-office  boom  pi 
vails  in  Canada  as  well  as  in  t 
United  States  and  a  record  year  \ 
in  prospect,  he  added. 


st-War  'Field  Day' 
r  Films  Abroad 
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■ussion  of  post-war  film  problems, 
icautions,  however,  that  distribu- 
must  prepare  now  in  order  to 
i!  advantage  of  the  situation. 
Dinting  out  that  while  following 

war,  the  industry  will  have  a 
«og  of  several  hundred  unre- 
,pi  films,  it  is  not  affiliated  with 

Committee  for  Economic  Devel- 
.ent  or  any  other  post-war  plan- 
s' group,  Golden  advocates  that 
pv,  today,  is  the  time  this  indus- 

should  be  creating  its  own  post- 
planning    committee    to    work 
1  established  groups  in  meeting 

many  problems  it  will  have  to 
■  after  this  war— or  it  may   be 

out  in  the  cold." 
A.ny  industry  whose  foreign  stake 
B  well  over  $100,000,000  during 
-nal  years  should  and  must  give 
ntion  to  problems  which  it  will 
•  when  this  war  is  over. and  nor- 
business  intercourse  is  again 
.Wished  or  approximated,"  he 
ms. 

hief  among  the  problems  poised 
jolden  is  the  assembling  of  staffs 
nan  the  foreign  offices  of  Ameri- 

distributors.    Noting  that  it  will 
be  an  easy  task,  he  urges  a  care- 
study   now    by    film    companies 
ining  to  operate  in  foreign  mar- 
5  after  the  war. 


nlend  P.  R.  Can't 
in  Block  Booking 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

jox-office  scales  and  allows  50-50 
Is  between  distributors  and  ex- 
tors,  is  backed  by  independent 
i  exchanges.  Some  of  these  favor 
jndments  which  would  permit  the 
'ortation  of  Mexican  and  Argen- 
■  films  under  more  favorable  con- 
ons.  Bill  has  been  introduced  at, 
last  three  legislative  sessions, 
was  shelved  last  year  without 
rings. 


»  Further  Progress 
Schine  Divestiture 


Juffalo — In  the  semi-final  report 
ore  expiration  of  the  year  in 
ich  it  was  to  have  divested  itself 
16  theaters,  the  Schine  Circuit 
the  fourth  successive  month,  re- 
•ted  no  progress  in  divestiture. 
Hard    S.    McKay,    Schine   counsel, 

Id  the  report  in  Federal  Court, 
ich  last  May  19  ordered  the  dives- 
ire  in  postponing  the  Schine  anti- 
st  trial  two  years.  Ten  of  the  16 
Reified  houses  remain  in  Schine's 
ids. 


1.  Declares  Pfd.  Dividend 

Columbia's  board  meeting  Mon- 
y,  declared  a  dividend  of  68% 
its  per  share  on  the  $2.75  con- 
tible  preferred  stock,  payable 
y  15,  to   stockholders   of  record, 

y  i. 


Easter  Show  Et  Cetera: 

•  •  •  WHAT  with  the  price  and  scarcity  of  eggs,  there's  power- 
ful little  of  that  rolling  business  this  Easter But  this  Easter  there's 

a  powerful  lot  of  business  rolling, — and  we  mean  into  the  Music  Hall, 

for  example There.  Gus  S.  Eyssell  is  flashing,  both  to  enliven  the 

holy  season  and  live  up  to  the  traditions  established  in  former  years, 

a   grand  show No  pun   is   even   remotely   intended   when   we   say 

that  the  spectacle  is  a  lily The  great  stage  and  surrounding  pre- 
cincts are  given  over  to  thg  "Glory  of  Easter,"  wherein  Dorothy  Shawn 
is  soloist,  and  the  entire.  Music  Hall  Ensemble  enacts  the  pageant  sym- 
bolizing the  hope   imparted  to  all  mankind  by  the   Resurrection 

There  is  "Easter  Parade,"  produced  by  Leon  Leonidoff  and  with  set- 
tings by  Bruno  Maine,  and  including  as  component  features  "Victory 
Garden."  "On  the  Avenue,"  "Blue  Skies,"  and  the  film  attraction,  RKO 
Radio's  "Flight  for  Freedom" Delightful  spice  is  given  to  the  pro- 
gram by  presentation  of  "Fala,"  the  new  Pete  Smith  short  of  M-G-M  deal- 
ing with  FDR's  famous  Scottie On  Monday  night,  a  raging  storm 

notwithstanding.  Mister  Eyssell  found  his  emporium  packed,  and  yester- 
day an  enormous  crowd  stormed   into  the  house It's   all   a  great 

tribute    to    the    young    managing    director's    ace     showmanship.    .    .     . 

•  Corporal  Bill  Berns,  radio  commentator  (WNEW)  on  pix  before  don- 
ning khaki,  has  been  transferred  to  the  staff  of  the  12th  Corps  Special 
Service  Officer,  and  is  now  working  on  a  half-hour  radio  program,  writing 
for  the  Corps'  noozepaper,  and  co-ordinating  entertainment  activities  at 
Ft.  Jackson,  Columbia,  S.  C.  .  .  .  •  Local  Film  Row  is  primed  for 
screening  tomorrow  afternoon  at  the  h.o.  of  WB's  "Eagles  of  the  Navy" 
and  the  ensuing  reception  in  the  Hotel  Astor.  ...  •  Fokine  Ballet  unit 
is   to   tour  film  houses,    and   theaters   are   showing   lively   interest.   .   .   . 

•  Embryonic  Victory  Gardens  is  a  topic  rivalling  show  biz  discussion  at 
Loew's  h.o 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Report  Rockefeller  Center 
Selling  Its  RKO  Common 
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toward  the  more  recent  disposal  of 
a  bloc  of  96,000  shares,  were  re- 
ported yesterday  by  the  SEC.  At  the 
end  of  that  period,  Rockefeller  Cen- 
ter still  held  544,229  shares  of  the 
RKO  common.  Floyd  Odium's  Atlas 
Corp.  held  981,323  shares  in- 
cluding 345,230  through  the  sub- 
sidiary American  Company,  as 
well  'as  53,171  shares  of  RKO 
six  per  cent  convertible  preferred, 
3,230  through  the  American  Com- 
pany. Atlas  is  believed  to  have  added 
to  its  holding  of  common  within  the 
past  month  and  a  half.  The  reports 
shows  also  that  Atlas  held  327,812 
warrants  for  common. 

J.  Miller  Walker,  on  March  9, 
doubled  his  block  of  50  shares  of 
the  six  per  cent  preferred.  On  the 
same  day,  Frederick  .L.  Ehrman  pur- 
chased 1,150  shares  of  RKO  common, 
bringing  his  holding  to  1,850,  while 
two  weeks  earlier  L.  Lawrence 
Green  had  purchased  1,000  shares  of 
common.    He  now  holds  1,050  shares. 

All    in    all,    it    was    a    rather    quiet    period 


Vincent  Astor  Reported 
Buying  Trenton  Theater 

Trenton,  N.  J. — Vincent  Astor  has 
purchased  the  Mayfair  Theater  for 
investment,  it  is  reported. 


for  industry  stocks,  the  SEC  report  reveals. 
Albert  and  Harry  Warner  added  5,800  and 
6,600  shares  respectively  of  Warner  Bros. 
$5  par  common  to  their  holdings,  reported 
on  March  10  as  205,450  and  147,660  re- 
spectively. Jack  Warner  retained  his  186.- 
600  shares  of  the  common.  The  report 
showed  Albert  Warner  holding  22,280  shares 
of  $3.85  cumulative  preferred,  Harry  19,395 
and   Jack    15,181    on   March    10. 

Foreshadowing  its  disposal  last  month  of 
all  its  holdings  of  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
common,  the  Chase  National  Bank,  during 
the  Feb.  11-March  10  period,  dropped  5,700 
shares.  It  had,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
192,158  shares  of  common  and  671,116  shares 
of  $1.50  cumulative  preferred,  after  dropping 
800. 

Preston  Davie  dropped  600  shares  of  Uni 
versal  Corporation  common,  retaining  4,400 
personally  while  the  Standard  Capital  Co  . 
of  which  he  is  a  part,  retains  26,500  shares 
common     plus     warrants     for     111,283     shares. 

The  SEC  reported  Stanton  Griffis  hold 
ing  5,200  shares  .of  dollar  par  Paramount 
common,  with  3,000  shares  in  the  F.  K. 
Griffis  trust,  6,000  in  the  W.  Griffis  trust 
and  a  like  amount  in  the  T.  G.  LaTouche 
trust.  The  N.  Griffis  trust  added  700  shares 
by  conversion,  bringing  its  total  holdings  to 
4,700. 


No  other  important  dealings  in  industry 
'  stocks  during  the  period  were  revealed  by 
vthe    SEC   report. 


Says  Dislribs.  Earn 
More  With  Print  Cut 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  3  per  cent  state  admission  tax, 
as  against  $430,678  during  the  same 
period  of  1942.  These  admission 
taxes  represent  the  business  done 
during  December,  1942,  and  Janu- 
ary and  February  of  this  year.  This 
means  a  gross  box-office  intake  for 
the  period  of  $15,000,000  against 
$11,500,000  for  the  previous  period. 

Wood  pointed  out  that  an  exami- 
nation of  receipts  from  censorship 
fees  during  the  first  three  months 
of  1943  shows  that  the  film  distrib- 
uting companies  paid  $41,160  to  the 
state,  as  against  $51,095  during  the 
same  period  of  1942,  a  drop  of  20 
per  cent. 

Wood  claims  that  although  the 
figures  show  theater  receipts  in 
Ohio  to  be  up  30  per  cent,  the  greater 
share  can  be  traced  to  the  first-runs 
in  the  larger  cities.  In  order  to 
confirm  this  contention,  Wood  has 
asked  ITO  members  to  compare 
their  grosses  for  the  first  three 
months  of  this  year  with  the  same 
three  months  of  last  and  to  inform 
the  office  the  percentage  increase  or 
decrease  so  that  a  report  can  be 
made  at  the  forthcoming  "war  con- 
vention" in  Columbus  May  11-12. 


Hughes  Talks  Deal 
For  Madison  Garden 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
two  shows  a  day  at  a  price  scale 
ranging  from  $1.10  to  $2.20.  The 
same  stage  show  that  played  in  San 
Francisco  where  "The  Outlaw"  made 
its  debut  is  expected  to  be  presented 
at  the   Garden   engagement. 

It  is  understood  that  Hughes  will 
lease  theaters  from  Coast  to  Coast 
for  the  showing  of  his  picture.  R. 
M.  Savini,  Hughes'  representative, 
is  now  in  Detroit  preparing  for  the 
opening  of  the  picture  there. 


Jack  Partington  Directs 
Greek  War  Relief  Show 


Motion  Picture  committee  for  the 
Greek  War  Relief  show,  has  selected 
Jack  Partington,  producer  at  the 
Roxy,  to  direct  the  benefit  show  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  on  May  18. 
Partington's  plans  call  for  a  three 
hour  show,  to  be  done  in  two  parts, 
the  first  a  pageant,  and  the  second 
a  variety  program. 

Paul  Ash  has  been  selected  to  act 
as    the    musical    director. 


Webb  of  Eastman  Dead 

Rochester — William  R.  Webb,  54, 
assistant  deputy  chairman  and  di- 
rector of  Eastman  Kodak,  Ltd.,  died 
in  England  last  Friday,  according  to 
word  received  here.  ; 


TUNEFUL  AND  TIMELY  IT'S  HOLLYWOG 


(GREATEST  GIRL-LADEN  MUSICAL  SHOW 


:uctK  ALBERT  J.  COHEN     a  republic  picture 
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Tex.  Clearance  Case 
Modified  on  Appeal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

consent  decree,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
appeal  board  which  modified  a  por- 
tion of  an  award  made  by  an  arbi- 
trator. 

Case  had  been  filed  by  W.  V.  Ad- 
well,  operating  the  Roxy  Theater, 
San  Angelo,  Tex.,  who  claimed  the 
right  of  prior  run  over  the  Lyric 
Theater  which  was  opened  subse- 
quent to  the  opening  of  the  Roxy. 
Adwell  further  charged  that  the  dis- 
tributors had  refused  to  license  pic- 
tures for  the  Roxy  and  that  the 
Roxy's  clearance  and  availability 
were  unreasonable. 

The  arbitrator  ruled  that  the  de- 
cree excluded  the  claim  of  prior 
right  because  Adwell  did  not  qualify 
due  to  the  opening  date  of  his  the- 
ater which  was  not  in  existence  at 
a  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  decree.  The  arbitrator  also 
found  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  distribu- 
tors to  license  product.  The  com- 
peting houses  all  belong  to  Concho 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  Robb  &  Rowley. 
The  award  also  ruled  out  any  evi- 
dence of  unreasonable  clearance 
and  availability. 

The  appeal  board  affirmed  the^  ar- 
bitrator on  the  first  two  points,  but 
differed  as  to  the  clearance  situa- 
tion, modifying  that  portion  of  the 
award.  Defendants  were  directed 
to  offer  their  pictures  for  exhibition 
in  the  Roxy  on  a  run  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  defendants  and  upon 
terms  and  conditions  not  calculated 
to  defeat  the  purpose  of  Section  VI. 

The  appeal  board  said  that  "in 
granting  complainant  relief  under 
Section  VI,  it  is  our  expectation 
that  the  distributor  defendants  will 
establish  a  system  of  runs  and 
clearance  in  San  Angelo  which  will 
be  fair  and  equitable  to  complain- 
ant." 


PCC  Names  Harvey,  Bruen 
As  Its  Caravan  Com.  Reps. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tee  and  Hugh  H.  Bruen  of  Whittier 
in  Southern  California  as  observer 
at  the  request  of  the  Allied  caravan 
committee  meeting  in  Detroit  May 
3  and  4  and  Bruen  will  attend  the 
Allied  board  meeting  there  on  May 
5  and  6. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

LT.  JACK  A.  SMITH,  AAF,  son  Edward  A.  Smith, 
city  manager,  Western  Massachusetts  The- 
aters,    Springfield,     Mass.,     with     the     Air 


Medal. 


*  ARMY  * 


JACK     ALICOATE,     son     Charles     Alicoate,     THE 

FILM    DAILY. 
"DUKE"    ALDEN,   assistant.    Palace,  Toledo,   0. 
CHALMER    DEAN,    assistant,    Paramount,    Toledo, 

O. 
JOSEPH    SMITH,    RKO    salesman,    Los   Angeles. 


revieujs  of  new  films 


"Taxi,  Mister" 

with  William   Bendix,  Grace   Bradley 
UA  46  Mins. 

MAD  COMEDY  BRINGS  THE  BROOK- 
LYN McGUERINS  BACK  TO  SCREEN; 
SHOULD  PLEASE  IN  THE  NEIGHBOR- 
HOODS. 

The  mad  McGuerins  of  Brooklyn  are  back 
on  the  screen  in  another  chapter  of  their 
hectic  lives.  Their  cavortings  make  for 
some  lively  footage  in  which  the  action 
rarely  suffers  a  letdown.  As  to  the  quality 
of  the  material  that  has  gone  into  the 
film  that's  another  matter.  The  plot  is 
old-hat,  although  it  does  manage,  thanks 
to  the  vigorous  work  of  the  cast,  to  supply 
a  fair  quota  of  laughs.  The  Hal  Roach 
production,  the  second  of  the  series,  is  an 
uneven  comedy  which  despite  its  many 
faults  should  gain  a  good  response  in  the 
neighborhood  theaters.  The  film  is  daffy 
enough  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  type 
of  audience  at  which   it  is  directed. 

The  story  picks  up  Tim  McGuerin  and 
his  partner  at  the  height  of  their  success 
as  owners  of  the  biggest  taxi  outfit  in 
Brooklyn.  By  flashback  it  traces  the  men's 
rise  to  the  top  and  tells  how  Tim  met 
and  won  Sadie  for  his  wife.  Sadie  was  a 
burlesque  queen  and  Tim  saved  her  from 
the  unwelcome  attentions  of  a  shady  goon 
sought  by  the  law.  The  rise  of  Tim  and 
his  partner  is  recorded  without  an  oppor- 
tunity for  comedy  overlooked.  The  story 
is  filled  with  a  lot  of  polyglot  characters 
that   played   a    part   in   Tim's   advancement. 

The  film,  produced  by  Fred  Guiol,  was 
given  fast,  hammer-and-tongs  direction  by 
Kurt  Neumann.  Earle  Snell  and  Clarence 
Marks  have  managed  to  squeeze  a  number 
of  extremely  funny  situations  into  their 
screenplay. 

The  cast  works  pretty  hard  to  get  laughs. 
William  Bendix  and  Grace  Bradley  do 
nicely  as  the  McGuerins.  Joe  Sawyer  plays 
the  partner.  Among  the  other  players  are 
Sheldon  Leonard,  Joe  Devlin,  Jack  Norton 
(excruciatingly  funny  as  a  drunk),  Sig  Arno, 
Frank    Faylen. 

CAST:  William  Bendix,  Grace  Bradley, 
Joe  Sawyer,  Sheldon  Leonard,  Joe  Devlin, 
Jack  Norton,  Frank  Faylen,  Mike  Mazurki, 
Sig  Arno,  Clyde  Fillmore,  Jimmy  Conlon,  Lew 
Kelly,   Iris  Adrian,  Lona  Andre. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Fred  Guiol;  Director, 
Kurt  Neumann;  Screenplay,  Earle  Snell, 
Clarence  Marks;  Cameraman,  Robert  Pit- 
tack;  Art  Director,  Charles  D.  Hall;  Musical 
Director,  Edward  Ward;  Film  Editor,  Richard 
Currier. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


B  &  K  Earns  $6.91  a  Share; 
All  Officers  Re-elected 


,  (Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  more  than  $1,800,000  cash  on 
hand,  while  current  assets  exceeded 
$2,000,000.  The  past  year  was  one  of 
the  best  in  the  company's  history. 

All  officers  and  directors  were  re- 
elected at  the  annual  stockholders' 
meeting. 


James  Cushing  Dead 

Holyoke,  Mass. — James  Cushing, 
well-known  theater  man  here  for 
the  past  40  years,  died  at  Providence 
hospital.  He  was  employed  at  the 
New  Holyoke  theater. 


"Fugitive  of  the  Plains" 

with    Buster   Crabbe 
PRC  56  Mins. 

THIS  WESTERN  PACKS  ENOUGH 
PUNCH  TO  SATISFY  KID  CLIENTELE; 
FEMME  VILLAIN  A  HELP. 

"Fugitive  of  the  Plains"  should  have  no 
trouble  satisfying  the  kids'  craving  for 
action.  The  yarn  around  which  this  western 
is  built  keeps  Buster  Crabbe,  the  hero,  hop- 
ping around  with  scarcely  a  moment's 
breathing  spell.  The  doings  in  the  film 
gives  the  youngsters  plenty  of  opportunity 
to  egg  Crabbe  on  and  cry  out  for  the  blood 
of  the  villains. 

The  film,  although  it  is  cut  strictly  along 
routine  lines,  does  manage  to  perk  up  the 
interest  a  notch  by  offering  a  skirted  head 
villain  (Maxine  Leslie).  Grown-ups  may  find 
it  hard  to  accept  Miss  Leslie's  blackness 
without  a  mental  struggle  since  it  must 
be  conceded  that  the  young  woman  is  a 
most  attracive  item — physically,  of  course. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  there's  no  getting  away 
from  the  ornery  nature  of  the  lady.  For  a 
femme  she  gives  our  hero  a  boodle  of 
trouble  before  she  is  brought  to  terms. 

The  film  is  a  further  adventure  in  the 
saga  of  Billy  the  Kid.  Miss  Leslie  gets  Billy 
(that's  Crabbe)  into  difficulty  with  the  law 
by  leaving  behind  evidence  placing  the 
blame  on  him  every  time  she  pulls  off  a 
job  with  her  gang  of  outlaws.  Before  it's 
all  over  Billy  has  an  imposing  list  of  slay  - 
ings  and  robberies  to  account  for.  To  ob- 
tain the  evidence  that  will  clear  his  name 
Crabbe  joins  Miss  Leslie's  outfit.  There 
follows  a  game  of  wits  and  violence  between 
the  gal  and   himself. 

Sam  Newfield  directed  from  a  script  by 
George  W.  Sayre.  Sigmund  Neufeld  func- 
tioned as  producer. 

Miss  Leslie  has  no  easy  time  of  it  trying 
to  be  a  convincing  baddie — again  thanks 
to  her  good  looks,  not  to  say  her  youthful- 
ness.  Among  those  appearing  with  her  and 
Crabbe  are  Al  St.  John,  who  handles  the 
comedy  assignment,  Jack  Ingram,  Kermit 
Maynard,  Karl  Hackett  and  Hal  Price. 

CAST:  Buster  Crabbe,  Al  St.  John,  Maxine 
Leslie,  Jack  Ingram,  Kermit  Maynard,  Karl 
Hackett,  Hal  Price,  George  Chesebro,  Frank 
Ellis,  John   Merton. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sigmund  Neufeld; 
Director,  Sam  Newfield;  Screenplay,  George 
W.  Sayre;  Cameraman,  Jack  Greenhalgh; 
Musical  Director,  Leo  Erdody;  Film  Editor, 
Holbrook  N.  Todd. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  All 
Right. 


Krenitz  Replaces  Frew 
For  "U"  in  Cleveland 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Klein  System  in  Cleveland.  After 
a  year  there  he  switched  to  Stand- 
ard Films  for  a  short  time  and 
joined  Universal  as  a  booker  in  Jan- 
uary 1919.  A  year  later  he  was 
made  a  salesman  out  of  the  Cleve- 
land Exchange. 


Martin  Gosch  Joins  20th-Fox 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Martin  Gosch  who 
produces  the  "Camel  Comedy  Cara- 
van" show,  has  joined  20th-Fox  as 
an  associate  producer.  He  will  con- 
tinue to  handle  the  "Camel"  show 
for  the  balance  of  the  season. 


"Gas"  Cut  Hurts 
N.  E.  Little  Exhib. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

terrific  in  its  size,  the  business  ii 
small  centers  and  in  the  so-callec, 
hinterlands  is  practically  luined  bj 
the  gas  rationing,  the  blackouts  an( 
the  lack  of  transportation.  /""* 

According  to  local  exchange  rfij 
the  main  trouble  is  the  lack  of  facili 
ties  for  people  to  reach  the  smal 
town  theaters.  In  many  of  thes' 
places,  the  theaters  were  entirel; 
dependent  upon  the  patronage  fron 
nearby  farmers  and  residents  of  evei 
smaller  communities,  many  of  whon 
drove  several  miles  to  attend  th 
theaters.  Now  that  has  been  stop; 
ped  by  the  gallon  and  a  half  allow: 
ance  on  "A"  cards  and,  as  a  resul 
the  theaters  are  taking  it  on  thj 
chin  and  suffering  greater  losse; 
than  ever  before  in  their  history 
"Unless  some  drastic  change  cornea 
and  I  do  not  presently  see  how  i| 
can  come,  many  of  the  houses  w 
be  forced  to  close  and  may  never  re 
open,"     said     one     exchange     hea 
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Canadian  Film  Board 
Opens  New  York  Office 


Wesley  Greene,  director  of  dii 
tribution  of  the  National  Fih 
Board  of  Canada,  yesterday  an 
nounced  the  opening  of  a  branc 
office  at  620  5th  Avenue,  New  Yoi 
City,  in  the  same  building  whic 
houses  the  offices  of  the  Canadia 
Government  Trade  Commissione 
and  the  War  Information  Board  o 
Canada.  Anne  Macdonnell,  who  ha 
been  in  charge  of  the  Board's  nor 
theatrical  distribution  in  Canad 
for  the  past  year,  is  organizing  th 
new  office  and  will  remain  in  Ne 
York  for  a  period  of  two  months 
train  personnel. 

The  New  York  office  will  hand! 
non-theatrical  distribution  and  coi 
tacts  with  laboratories  in  the  Eas 
Head  office  of  the  Board  for  th 
United  States  non-theatrical  distr 
bution  will  continue  to  be  located  < 
84  E.  Randolph  St.,  Chicago. 


It's  Pay  As  You  Go 
— The  Treasury  Or  No 

Local  Film  Row-ites,  chiefly  from 
the  industry's  Fourth  Estate,  and 
representatives  of  the  stage  and  ra- 
dio, augmented  by  their  own  scriven- 
ers, will  attend  a  gala  "pay-as-you- 
go"  cocktail  reception  tomorrow  in 
Sardi's  from  3  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  in 
honor  of  Joe  Pihodna,  film  editor  of 
the  Herald  Tribune,  who  is  to  be 
inducted  into  the  Army  on  Saturday. 
The  "pay-as-you-go"  levy  has  been 
set  at  $3.00, — and  this  pre-party  ac- 
count is  not  to  be  construed  as  an 
advertisement. 


THE' 
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"Shantytown" 

with    Mary    Lee,   John   Archer 

Marjorie   Lord 

Republic  65   Mins. 

HUMAN  LITTLE  FILM  SUPPLIES  GOOD 
FAMILY  ENTERTAINMENT;  YOUNG 
MARY  LEE  A  BIG  ATTRACTION. 

Exhibitors  can  make  book  on  the  ability 
of  "Shantytown"  to  please  the  family  trade. 
The  film  is  a  human  little  something  in 
which  drama,  comedy  and  song  are  nicely 
intermixed.  Film-goers  will  find  it  an  ex- 
tremely lively  offering,  thanks  chiefly  to  the 
vivid  and  vigorous  performance  of  Mary 
Lee,  a  young  lady  with  a  personality  that 
clicks  in  a  big  way. 

From  a  play  by  Henry  Moritz  it  has  been 
possible  for  Olive  Cooper  to  contrive  a 
screenplay  filled  with  sentiment  and  homely 
stuff.  Miss  Lee  plays  the  part  of  a  tomboy 
who  is  inspired  to  become  a  lady  when  she 
meets  Marjorie  Lord,  the  wife  of  John 
Archer,  the  new  boarder  at  her  parents' 
lodging  house,  once  an  elegant  mansion. 
Archer  is  a  fugitive  from  the  police.  It 
seems  he  got  himself  unwittingly  mixed  up 
with  a  crime  outfit  in  which  the  head  man 
is  Noel  Madison.  Shortly  before  his  wife 
is  to  have  a  baby  Archer  is  forced  to  flee 
when  a  bank  holdup  in  which  he  is  re- 
quired to  participate  on  pain  of  death  falls 
through.  The  plot  thereafter  has  to  do  with 
the  efforts  of  Miss  Lee  to  bring  Archer 
back  to  save  Miss  Lord's  life.  Archer  re- 
appears just  in  time  for  the  baby's  birth. 
The  happy  ending  is  provided  when  two 
of  the  gangsters  caught  by  the  police  clear 
Archer. 

Miss  Lee  is  more  of  a  help  to  the  film 
than  can  be  told.  She  is  a  first-rate  trouper 
whose  singing,  acting  and  comedic  talents 
are  considerable.  The  girl  can  put  over  a 
song  nicely.  There  are  four  tunes  assigned 
to  her.  The  titles:  "On  the  Corner  of  Sun- 
shine and  Main,"  "When  You're  Smiling," 
"I'm  Sitting  on  Top  of  the  World,"  "I've 
Heard  That  Song  Before."  Matty  Malneck's 
orchestra  supplies  the  accompaniment  for 
one  or  two  of  the  tunes. 

Archer  and  Miss  Lord  do  well  in  the  chief 
supporting  roles.  Others  who  should  be 
given  a  mention  are  Harry  Davenport,  Billy 
Gilbert,  Anne  Revere,  J.  Frank  Hamilton. 

Joseph  Santley's  direction  never  lets  the 
interest  down.  Harry  Grey  served  as  asso- 
ciate producer. 

CAST:  Mary  Lee,  John  Archer,  Marjorie 
Lord,  Harry  Davenport,  Billy  Gilbert;  Anne 
Revere,  J.  Frank  Hamilton,  Frank  Jenks, 
Cliff  Nazarro,  Carl  "Alfalfa"  Switzer,  Rob- 
ert Homans,  Noel  Madison,  Matty  Malneck 
and  his  orchestra. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry  Grey; 
Director,  Joseph  Santley;  Screenplay,  Olive 
Cooper;  Based  on  play  by  Henry  Moritz; 
Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Musical  Direc- 
tor, Walter  Scharf;  Film  Editor,  Thomas 
Richards;    Art    Director,    Russell    Kimball. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Lima  Attendance  Jumps 

Lima,  Peru  (By  Air  Mail— Passed 
by  Censor)— Theater  patronage  con- 
tinues to  increase  in  this  city.  Last 
year  12,500,000  admissions  were 
chalked  up  by  the  city's  film  houses. 
This  compares  with  7,500,000  in 
1938. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"The  Rear  Gunner" 

(Broadway  Brevities) 

Warner  26  mins. 

First-Rate 

Production  values  worthy  of  a  fea- 
ture film  have  been  bestowed  upon 
"The  Rear  Gunner,"  a  superb  short 
that  rates  aces  in  every  department 
and  makes  a  fine  addition  to  War- 
ner's list  of  patriotic  and  morale- 
building  miniatures.  The  film  deals 
with  the  making  of  a  rear  gunner, 
who  is  the  tail  sting  of  the  flying 
fortress.  By  permitting*  a  cast  of 
capable  film  players  to  act  out  the 
subject  the  company  has  been  able 
to  give  the  film  added  weight,  as 
entertainment. 

The  main  character,  a  Kansas 
farmhand  aching  to  be  a  rear  gun- 
ner, is  played  by  Burgess  Meredith. 
His  natural  ability  as  a  marksman 
makes  him  a  logical  candidate  for 
gunnery  school.  The  film  follows 
Meredith  through  the  various  phases 
of  his  schooling,  winding  up  with 
scenes  in  which  he  distinguishes 
himself  during  a  bombing  mission 
when  he  brings  down  a  number  of 
Jap  Zeros  and  saves  his  comrades 
from  the  strafing  fire  of  the  lone 
surviving  enemy  plane  after  his  fort- 
ress has  been  downed. 

Appearing  with  Meredith  are  Ron- 
ald Reagan,  Tom  Neal,  Bernard 
Zanville  and  Jonathan  Hale.  Ray 
Enright  directed  the  film,  which  con- 
tains many  exciting  scenes.  The 
picture  was  made  with  War  Depart- 
ment co-operation. 


"Egg  Cracker  Suite" 

Universal  7  mins. 

Grade  A  Easter  Egg 

Here's  a  Technicolor  cartoon  that 
should  make  a  good  Easter  booking 
for  the  kiddies.  Pleasant  and  nice- 
ly peppered  with  laughs,  the  short 
concerns  a  lot  of  bunnies  who  work 
at  the  production  of  Easter  eggs. 
The  little  fellows  have  to  use  a  lot 
of  ingenuity  in  procuring  their  eggs 
and  decorating  them,  all  of  which 
serves  to  hold  the  interest. 


"The  500  Hats  of  Bartholomew 

Cubbins" 

(Madcap  Model  Series) 

Paramount  9   mins. 

Top    Plight   Entertainment 

Not  only  is  this  the  best  offering 
to  date  by  George  Pal,  but  one  of 
the  most  delightful  shorts  of  this 
or  any  other  year.  Filmed  in  glor- 
ious Technicolor  (which  vastly  en- 
hances its  charm  and  effectiveness), 
the  reel  recounts  a  tale  of  the  myth- 
ical kingdom  of  Didd,  whose  mon- 
arch is  thwarted  in  exacting  rev- 
erence from  one  of  his  young  sub- 
jects, because  the  latter  cannot 
remove  his  hat  without  another  in- 
stantly  appearing.      The   ruler   tries 


devious  ways  of  getting  the  lad 
bareheaded, — but  in  vain.  Finally, 
by  swapping  his  crown  for  the 
500th  hat  of  young  Bartholomew 
Cubbins,  the  king  finds  his  baffling 
problem  solved.  Proceedings  are 
based  upon  a  popular  children's 
book  by  the  famous  humorist,  Dr. 
Seuss.  Adults  as  well  as  youngsters 
will  revel  in  this  grandly  entertain- 
ing   reel. 


"Super  Rabbit" 

(Merrie    Melodie) 

Warner  7    mins. 

Excellent 

In  his  latest  appearance  the  irre- 
pressible Bugs  Bunny  does  a  take-off 
on  Superman  and  other  superdupers 
and  proves  a  wow  at  it.  Again  he 
reveals  himself  as  a  14-carrot  com- 
edian. Bugs  acquires  the  power  to 
do  herculean  deeds  by  eating  a  spe- 
cial carrot  devised  by  a  scientist.  He 
uses  his  new-found  strength  to  end 
the  activities  of  a  villain  carrying 
on  a  campaign  of  extermination 
against  the  rabbits.  The  Leon 
Schlesinger  cartoon  is  in  Techni- 
color. 


"Heavenly    Music" 

(Special) 

M-G-M  18  mins. 

Exceptional 

Here  is  an  offering  that  is  far  off 
the  beaten  path  of  the  average  short 
subject  and  one  that  spells  both  class 
and  entertainment.  Producer  Sam 
Coslow  provided  outstanding  produc- 
tion values  and  also  wrote  three 
songs,  of  which  number,  "Heavenly 
Music,"  is  especially  pleasing.  Josef 
Berne's  direction  is  of  the  best,  with 
the  acting  very  praiseworthy.  Regi- 
nald LeBorg,  Edward  James,  Paul 
Gerard  Smith  and  Michael  L.  Sim- 
mons share  the  writing  honors  and 
a  bow  is  due  Nat  Shilkret  and  Max 
Terr  for  the  musical  score.  Robert 
L.  Surtees'  photography  is  high- 
grade. 

A  hep-bandleader  (Fred  Brady) 
seeks  admittance  to  Heaven,  but  is 
required  by  Beethoven  (Stephen 
Geray)  and  old  masters  like  Tschai- 
kowsky,  Wagner,  Chopin,  Lizst  and 
others  to  write  an  original  composi- 
tion in  five  minutes.  With  the  in- 
spiring aid  of  a  beautiful  angel 
(Mary  Elliott)  he  accomplishes  the, 
difficult  task.  Eric  Blore  is  an  im- 
portant principal  in  this  fantasy, 
which  deals  with  the  battle  between 
modern   music   and   the   classical. 


hearted  youngster.    The  chimp  goe 
through  all  the  antics  that  one  ex- 
pects of  such  a  creature. 


' 


"Mr.  Chimp  Goes  to  Town" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Good 

A  chimp  is  the  source  of  the  hilar- 
ity in  this  short,  which  is  an  ac- 
ceptable item  made  additionally  ap- 
pealing by  its  catering  to  our  love 
for  animals.  The  chimp  is  cast  in  a 
fictional  story  in  which  he  is  made 
to  leave  the  jungle  and  stow  away  on 
a  boat  headed  for  Brooklyn.  Most 
of  the  fun  derives  from  the  attempt 
of  the  chimp  to  find  a  home.  His 
search  ends  when  he  meets  a  kind- 


• 


"Dancing  on  the  Stars" 
Universal  15  mini 

All  Right 

Much  popular  entertainmen 
contained  in  this  miniature  mus' 
The  featured  orchestra  is  Al  Don* 
hue's.  The  entertainers  include  Ros 
Anne  Stevens,  Rick  Todd,  Lillia*! 
Cornell,  and  Curtiss  and  Clare,  danc 
ers.  The  tunes  are  "Brazil,"  "You 
My  Dish,"  "Siboney,"  "Street  I 
Dreams,"  "Love  Is  All,"  "Sort  of 
Kinda."  The  short  has  been  well 
staged. 

"Ozzie  Nelson  and  His  Orchestra 

(Melody    Master) 

Warner  10    mins 

Good 

Here's  something  to  please  swin; 
devotees  no  end.  Ozzie  Nelson  doe 
a  smooth  job  of  blowing  out  th 
hot  licks  in  a  short  that  has  bee 
given  excellent  production.  The  sing 
ing  burden  is  shared  by  Nelson  an 
Harriet  Hilliard  (Mrs.  Nelson).  Th 
tunes  are  "Central  Avenue  Shuffle, 
"Come  On,  Get  Up,"  "Chinatowi 
My  Chinatown,"  "I'm  Dancin'  wit 
the  Mammas  with  the  Moo-lah."  Se\ 
eral  of  the  tunes  have  been  acted  ou 
This  serves  to  bolster  the  film' 
appeal.  Jean  Negulesco  deserves 
hand  for  the  direction. 


"Moments  of  Charm" 

(Paramount  Headliner) 

Paramount  10  Mini 

Splendid  Offering 

It's  a  pleasure  both  to  look  at  an 
review  such  an  attraction  as  this 
which  does  credit  to  the  shining  nam 
of  Adolph  Zukor  who  presents  i 
"Moments  of  Charm"  is  one  of  thos 
rare  and  beauty-studded  reels  whic 
will  grace  any  theater  in  the  work 
In  it  there  is  pleasing  Cinecolor  an 
delightful  oral  and  visual  appeal,  a 
Phil  Spitalny  and  his  all-girl  or 
chestra  render  four  selections,  "Te 
Pretty  Girls,"  "Bugle  Call  Rag,"  " 
Love  You  Truly,"  and  the  famou 
overture  to  William  Tell.  Instn 
mentally  and  vocally  the  footag 
is  tops  for  pop  audiences.  Partici 
larly  noteworthy  is  the  arrangemer 
of  "I  Love  You  Truly"  and  the  chorc 
work  in  the  selection  is  superb.  E> 
hibs.  will  have  to  do  plenty  of  shot 
ping  to  find  the  equal  of  this  musics 
short. 


"Fifth-Column    Mouse" 
(Merrie  Melodie) 
Warner  7  Min 

All  Right 

This  tale  of  a  Quisling  mouse  ha 
enough  laughs  in  it  to  make  it  a 
acceptable  booking.  The  mouse  turn 
traitor  in  return  for  having  his  lif 
spared  by  a  villainous  cat  trying  t 
enslave  a  colony  of  mice.  The  mic< 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  traitor,  whoi 
they  dispose  of  along  with  the  ca 
The  Leon  Schlesinger  cartoon  is  i 
Technicolor. 
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Loew's  to  Purchase  $5,000,000  u^,  War  Bonds 


ntimate    in    Character 

nternational   in   Scope 

independent    in    Thought 
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(See  Column  2  Below) 
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VANT  SIMPLER  ARBITRATION  PROCEDURE 



!"o  Present  New  Plan  for  Deferring  Actors 


ep.  Costello  Fathers 
.an  That  May  Get  Army 
onsideration  Next  Week 


Uhington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — Next  week  will  prob- 

:ly  see  the  submission  for  Army 
nsideration  of  a  plan  drawn  up 
ntly  by  Rep.  John  M.  Costello,  of 
lifornia,  and  Jack  Bryson,  Wash- 
jton  representative  of  the  MPPDA, 

'r  a  partial  solution  of  the  mount- 
er problem  retaining  actors  of  mili- 

(Continucd  on  Page   11) 


o  Extra  Gas  Order 
its  Summer  Houses 


■  Boston— Ruling  of  the  OPA  to 
e  effect  that  no  extra  gasoline 
!11  be  granted  Summer  residents 
th  which  to  commute  from  their 
mes  on  the  Cape  Cod  and  Cape 
in  areas  to  Boston  business  places 
11  result  in  hundreds  remaining 
)sed  this  summer  and  will  spell 
master  to  many  of  the  shore  and 
Duntain  town  film  theaters  most  of 
lich  depend  almost  solely  upon 
mmer  business  for  their  profits. 
The  theater  men  who  own  or  op- 

(Continued  on   Page   4) 


wo  Companies  Intervene 
1  St.  Louis  Complaint 


St.  Louis — The  Union  Southern  Co., 
vner  of  the  Will  Rogers  Theater, 
is  intervened  in  the  "unreasonable 
earance"  complaint   of  the   Apollo 

(Continued  on    Page  4) 


Stiver  Star  for 

Hollywood  Agent 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — For  his  bravery  in  sav- 
ing lives  of  soldiers  on  a  raft  that 
was  being  torpedoed  during 
the  North  African  campaign, 
Sergeant  Bern  Bernard  of  the 
Signal  Corps,  a  former  Holly- 
wood agent,  has  been  recommended 
for  a  silver  star. 


HAWAIIAN  "EXCHANGE"  DEVELOPED 

From  Scratch  to  An  Average  of  400  Army  Showings  Per  Day 
Is  Record  of  Honolulu  Overseas  Section 


By  EILEEN  O'BRIEN 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  (By  Air  Mail — 
Passed  by  Censor) — Taking  movies 
to  soldiers  in  remote  outposts  where 
only  the  mongoose  had  penetrated 
before  is  part  of  the  gigantic  task 
of  the  Overseas  Motion  Picture  Sec- 
tion in  Hawaii.  This  "film  exchange" 
is  the  largest  operated  by  the  Army 
in  the  world,  with  the  possible  ex- 
ception of  the  European  area. 

Officially  titled  the  Motion  Picture 
Section    of   the    Special    Service    Di- 


vision of  the  Hawaiian  Service  of 
Supply,  the  outfit  is  headed  by  Capt. 
Donald  W.  Le  Goullon  and  staffed 
by  soldiers  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  industry  before  entering 
the  Army.  This  section  provides 
movies  for  all  the  Hawaiian  islands 
and  some  of  the  outlying  Pacific 
bases. 

At  its  inception  in  May,  1942,  the 
service  has  a  library  of  only  nine 
pictures.  There  were  no  projectors 
on  hand.  Capt.  Le  Goullon's  pre- 
decessor, Capt.  Arthur  Hilliger,  or- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


$5,000,000  War  Bond 
Purchase  by  Loew's 


Five  million  dollars  in  Second 
War  Loan  Bond  purchases  was 
pledged  by  David  Bernstein  on  be- 
half   of    Loew's,    and    an    additional 

(.Continued   on    Page   10) 


Labor-Management 
Holds  Second  Meeting 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Second  meeting  of  the 
Labor-Management  Committee  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  was  held 
yesterday  afternoon  with  E.  C.  Rine- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Decree  Blocks  S-W 
Opening  of  Shubert 


Philadelphia  —  Provisions  of  the 
New  York  consent  decree  covering 
the  acquisition  of  new  film  outlets 
and  the  availability   of  product  are 

(Continued  on    Page    10) 


United  Church  to  Protest 
Sunday  Films  in  Ontario 


Toronto  —  The  Toronto  Center 
Presbytery  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  terming  the  issue  "serious," 
will  appeal  to  Prime  Minister  Mc- 
Kenzie     King     to     prevent     Sunday 

(.Continued  on  Page  4) 


State  Pix  Legislation 

15  Legislatures  Still  in  Session;  28  Folded 


Mo.  Bill  Would  Ban  Pix 
With  Divorced  Actors 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — A  bill  which 
would  adversely  affect  divorced  mo- 
tion picture  actors  has  been  intro- 
duced   into    the    Missouri    House    of 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


As  of  yesterday,  15  of  the  43 
state  legislatures  that  convened  this 
year  were  still  in  session  and  in  all 
of  them  the  motion  picture  industry 
has  escaped  without  vital  adverse 
legislation.  Several  measures  that 
might  have  affected  distribution  in 
one  manner  or  another  either  failed 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


Exhibitor  Leaders  Also 
Expected  to  Ask  Broaden- 
ing of  Arbitration's  Scope 


Simplification  of  arbitration  pro- 
cedure under  the  New  York  consent 
decree  appears  to  be  the  goal  of  ex- 
hibitor leaders  who  may  have  some 
voice  in  possible  revisions.  The 
broadening  of  the  scope  of  motion 
picture  arbitration  also  will  be  pro- 
posed when  the  time  comes  for  a 
discussion  of  changes,  according  to 
the  consensus. 

The  apparent  necessity  for  hiring 
a  lawyer  to  represent  an  exhibitor 
complainant  is  one  objection  ex- 
pressed by  exhibitors.     Because  the 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Biggest  B'way  B.  0. 
Take  for  Holy  Week 

Broadway  is  experiencing  one  of 
the  biggest  Holy  Weeks  in  history, 
according  to  theater  managers.  The 
usual  slump  during  the  few  days 
preceding  Easter  is  absent  this  year, 

(Continued  on   Page    10) 

Newsreels  Get  1,800  Feet 
Of  Film  on  Tokyo  Bombing 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  (DAILY 

Washington — The  Navy  yesterday 
furnished  the  newsreels  with  1,800 
feet  of  film  shot  by  naval  units  on 

(Continued  on   Page    10) 


$55,312,358  Pix  Coin 
For  Newspaper  Space 

Newspapers  got  a  major  share  of 
motion  picture  advertising  during 
1942.  it  is  revealed  by  the  1943  FILM 
DAILY  YEAR  BOOK,  just  published. 
Book  reports  that  of  $65,512,358 
spent  by  film  distributors  and  exhibi- 
tors, $55,312,358  went  for  newspaper 
space. 

Following  were  accessories  and  di- 
rect mail  campaigns,  $5,000,000; 
outdoor  advertising,  $3,000,000;  mag- 
azines. $2,000,000  and  radio  time, 
$200,000. 
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FINANCIAL 


-.(.Wednesday,   April  21), 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

Am.   Seat 15%     15%     15%  +     14 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2V2%)  16V4     16%     163/4+      1/4 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd.     37         37         37         

Con.     Fm.     Ind 15/8       15/8       l5/8      

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.   .    13%     13%     13%      

East.  Kodak 

do  pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 20%     203/8     203/8   +     % 

Loew's,  Inc 56 V4     5514     56 V4  +     % 

Paramount    -..24%     243/8     24%+     % 

Para.   1st  pfd 171        171        171       —  3 

RKO    75/8       71/2     71/2      

RKO  $6  pfd 85V2     85         851/4   +     3/8 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    1934     193/8      193,4      

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 13         12'/4     13       +     % 

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.      B'way     3s55 

Para.   Picts.  deb.  4s56.103%   103%   103:  —     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 2  2  2         

Radio-Keith  cvs 1 1/4       1 14       1 14     

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     9%       9%       9%  —     % 

Trans-Lux     2*A       2%       23,4   +     i/4 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...    17  16%     163^  —     % 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 68%     713/8 


Reduction  of  20th-Fox 
Board  Comes  Up  May  18 


Proposal  to  reduce  the  size  of  the 
20th-Fox  board  from  14  to  13  mem- 
bers will  be  offered  to  the  company's 
stockholders  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing on  May  18.  The  proposal  has 
been  okayed  by  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  membership  of  the  board 
has  stood  at  13  since  Col.  Darryl 
Zanuck's  withdrawal. 


Arh.  Governor  Hails  Industry  for  "Great 

And  Priceless  Contribution"   to   Victory 

In  a  letter  yesterday  to  Francis  S.  Harmon,  WAC  co-ordinator,  Gov.  Homer 
M.  Adkins  of  Arkansas  praised  the  close  co-operation  of  the  film  industry 
and  expressed  his  congratulations  on  the  excellent  job  that  is  being  done 
by   all   branches. 

"When  the  ultimate  triumph  has  been  achieved,"  Adkins  wrote,  "the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  must  rightfully  be  recognized  for  a  great  and  priceless 
contribution." 


Jap  Suicide  Sub  to  Be 
Shown  Here  for  5  Days 


The  two-man  Japanese  suicide 
submarine  which  participated  in  the 
sneak  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  and 
was  captured  intact  along  with  its 
officer,  and  which  is  now  on  a  na- 
tion-wide War  Bond  tour  for  the 
Treasury  Department,  will  arive  in 
New  York  Friday,  April  30  and  will 
be  shown  under  the  auspices  of  the 
War  Activities    Committee. 

It  will  remain  here  for  five  days 
and  will  be  placed  on  exhibition  at 
various  locations  throughout  Man- 
hattan, Brooklyn  and  the  Bronx. 

The  sub  will  be  placed  on  exhibi- 
tion at  Mount  Vernon,  Yonkers,  New 
Rochelle,  White  Plains  and  Port- 
ch ester.  Thereafter  it  will  tour  up- 
state and  into  Fairfield  County, 
Conn. 

Promotion  for  the  local  area  tour 
will  be  handled  by  sub-committees 
of  the  WAC  Public  Relations  Com- 
mittee. Michael  Edelstein,  RKO 
district  manager,  is  chairman  of 
midtown  Manhattan;  and  Al  Rosen, 
manager  of  Loew's  State,  chairman 
in  charg©  of  the  Broadway  and  Times 
Square  theaters  and  his  entire  com- 
mittee will  co-operate  with  Edel- 
stein. Borough  and  county  co-chair- 
men are,  in  Brooklyn — Manny 
Frisch  of  Randforce  and  John 
Hearns  of  RKO;  in  the  Bronx,  Jerry 
DeRosa  of  Loew's  and  Herman  Starr 
of  Skouras;  and  in  Westchester  Ed- 
ward Sniderman  of  RKO  and  James 
Grady   of   Loew's. 

Inasmuch  as  the  submarine  is  to 
be  the  center  of  attraction  at  a  ser- 
ies of  War  Bond  rallies  to  spur  the 
sale  of  Bonds,  all  theaters  will  issue 
a  special  ticket  to  Bond  purchasers 
that  will  permit  them  to  see  the  sub. 
Area  houses  have  been  supplied  gra- 
tis with  two  22x28  lobby  cards  to 
announce — "Buy  A  Bond  Here — See 
the  Jap  Sub," — and  a  supply  of  ad- 
mission tickets.  These  are  now 
available  at  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice. 


RKO  Theater  Man  Killed 
As  Navy  Plane  Crashes 

Three  additional  war  casualties 
are  announced  in  RKO  Radio's  April 
"Salute,"  house  publication  devoted 
to  the  company's  fighting 
forces,  edited  by  Jack 
Level.  Ensign  Frank 
Bonyszewski,  formerly 
employed  at  the  Strand  Theater, 
Yonkers,  was  killed  in  a  training 
plane  crash  at  San  Diego,  Calif.  Al- 
bert de  Vuyst  of  the  Navy,  formerly 
of  studio  maintenance,  was  wounded 
in  action  in  the  Pacific  war  theater 
and  Sammy  Waxman,  former  studio 
athletic  director,  was  wounded  in 
the  North  Pacific  war  zone.  Total 
RKO  casualties  to  date  are  five 
killed  and  seven  wounded. 

The  RKO  studio  has  gone  over  the 
200  marks  for  employes  in  the  armed 
services,  with  19%  per  cent  overseas, 
scattered  from  the  Aleutians  to  the 
South  Pacific.  Total  of  RKO  men  in 
service  now  stands  at  850. 


Eight  First-Run  Houses 
Add  5,323  Blood  Donors 


The  New  York  theaters'  campaign 
to  secure  blood  donors  for  the  Red 
Cross  was  swelled  by  an  additional 
5,323,  registered  by  eight  first-run 
houses  during  the  week  beginning 
April  1. 

Grand  total  for  the  campaign, 
which  continues,  shows  that  exhibi- 
tors have  brought  14,205  movie 
patrons  to  the  Red  Cross  Blood  Bank 
unit. 


Wash.  Counties  to  Get 
Amusement  Taxes  May  1 

Tacoma,  Wash. — Amusement  taxes 
formerly  levied  throughout  Wash- 
ington counties  by  the  State  will 
begin  going  to  the  respective  county 
treasurers  May  1.  The  levy  will  be 
essentially  the  same  as  it  was  be- 
fore the  State  Legislature  turned 
the  state's  tax  privilege  over  to  the 
counties,  to  give  them  a  larger 
share  of  revenue. 

The  levy  will  be  at  the  rate  of  1 
cent  of  tax  for  every  20c  of  admis- 
sion,  or  fraction  thereof. 

Also,  all  persons  collecting  the 
tax  must  obtain  a  certificate  of 
registration  from  the  county.  The 
fee  will  be  $1  a  year.  Revenues 
for  the  state  last  year  were  about 
$500,000. 


Interstate  Losing  Last 
Fort  Worth  Assistant 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.  —  Interstate 
Theaters  here  will  lose  its  last  as- 
sistant manager  to  the  Army  May 
7  when  James  D.  Wells,  at  the  Ma- 
jestic for  two  years,  will  be  inducted. 


Cal  Hermer  Dead 

Cal  Hermer,  well  known  in  the 
theater  premium  field  in  Chicago 
and  Los  Angeles,  died  suddenly  of 
a  heart  attack  in  Los  Angeles.  Her- 
mer was  the  brother-in-law  of  Ben 
Shlyen,  trade  paper  publisher. 
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Trade  Veterans  Attend 
Rites  for  Jos.  Engel 


With  trade  pioneers  among  th 
mourners,  funeral  services  for  Joj 
eph  W.  Engel,  60,  veteran  produce 
and  industry  executive,  were  he! 
yesterday  in  the  Universal  Chape 
Lexington  Ave.  near  52nd  St.  BPO; 
ritual  preceded  the  religious  set 
vice,  at  which  Rabbi  Louis  I.  Neu 
man  of  Rodeph  Sholom  CongEj, 
tion  officiated.  The  interment,  Vj(^, 
was  at  Mount  Neboh  Cemetery,  C> 
press  Hills,  Queens,  was  strictly  pr: 
vate.  Engel  died  on  Sunday  in  Leno 
Hill  Hospital  after  a  six  week: 
illness. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
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"FLIGHT   FOR    FREEDOM" 

With    Herbert  Marshall 
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First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 


.  r^    Alice  FA  YE  •   John  PAYNE  rf 
^      JackOAKIE  •    Lynn  BAR  I 

Wm  FRISCO,  7t*& 


A    JOIM   CfNTURT-FOX  PICTUKE       |N    TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 

BUY  D  <%  W      7'"AVE. 

BONDS        IIVA    1         50thsT. 


Loretra  Allan 

YOUNC     .        LADD 

"CHINA" 

A  Paramount  Picture 

with 

William    Bendi> 
PARAMOUNT 

Times  Square 


In  Person 

HkRM  J&WtS 

And  hi*  M«9,C 
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impler  Arbitration 
Procedure  Wanted 


ntinued  from  Page  1 ) 

stributors  are  represented  by  what 
e  exhibitors  call  "high  pressure" 
•  >rneys,  no  complainant  feels  like 
ipearing  stt  a  hearing  without  a 
w  yer  of  his  own,  thus  adding  to 
xpense  of  a  case.  Consensus 
at  if  a  competent  lawyer  is  to 
obtained,  it  would  be  just  as  prac- 
cal  to  file  a  regular  court  pro- 
eding. 

The    fact    that    an    exhibitor    can 
only   against   one   or   more    dis- 
.gbutors,    and   not    against   another 
hibitor     against    whom     a     claim 
Igbt    be   justified,   is    another  fac- 
r  for  criticism  by  theater  owners. 
>th     distributors     and     exhibitors 
\e  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
.  bitrator    should    be    familiar   with 
'.e  motion   picture   industry   in  or- 
&  to  understand  a  complaint,  in- 
ead    of   the    present    ruling   which 
quires  an  arbitrator  to  be  a  per- 
il who  is  not,  and  never  has  been, 
isociated  with   the  business.      The 
ne  element,  from  the  time  a  case 
tiled  until  a   decision  is  reached, 
jiso  has  been  a  bone  of  contention 
nong  exhibitors  who  have   consid- 
*ed  the  entering  of  a  demand  for 
bitration. 

While  there  has  been  no  criticism 

the  manner  in  which  arbitration 

is  been  administered  by  the  Amer- 

Arbitration     Association,     the 

stem  has  been  described  as  being 

o   technical    to    serve    the    desired 

.urpose.       At    the    same    time,    an 

.iswer  to  the  problem  has  not  been 

rthcoming    although    it    is    under- 

ood  that  organization  leaders  have 

en  delving  into  the  situation  and 

•e  expected  to  come  up  with  a  pos- 

ble  solution   before   the  expiration 

the   decree   on   Nov.   20. 


alph  Capone  Identified 
5  Racketeer  at  Hearing 


Chicago — Ralph  Capone  was  iden- 
ried  as  a  racketeer  at  the  hearing 
rfore  Commissioner  Eward  Walker 
:sterday.       Counsel    Bradley    Eben 

id  he  would  have  30  witnesses  for 

e  defendants  to  prevent  their  re- 
loval  for  trial  in  New  York. 

Commissioner    Walker    postponed 

al  hearing  to  May  12. 


Thai  Flock  of  Robbins: 

•  •  •  OUT  in  Chicago's  Hotel  Blackstone.  venue  oi  many  a  mighty 
movie  meet,  the  mid-West  forces  oi  National  Screen  Service  will  go  into 
a  three-day  regional  session  tomorrow,  following  closely  in  the  wake 
and  pattern  of  the  New  York  huddle  and  heralding  the  final  conclave 
slated  for  the  Hotel  Ambassador,  Los  Angeles,  April  30   through  May   2 

While  a  considerable  sheaf  of  yarns  anent  the  NSS  regionals  is  a 

matter  of  industry  record  now,  with  only  one  of  the  trio  actually  con- 
cluded to  dale,  there  has  been,  as  is,  comparatively  little  ballyhoo  un- 
leashed,  notwithstanding  the  important  nature   of  these  regionals 

The  reason  for  this  is  simply  that  NSS  execs,  and  personnel  aie.  concen- 
trating so  thoroughly  upon  Service  to  our  wartime-operating  theaters,  and 
consequently  to  the  over-all  job  of  winning  the  war,  that  there  is  neither 
time   nor   the   inclination   to   send  up   bally   balloons   as   is   the    wont   of 

an  industry  steeped  in  practices  of  showmanship The  commendable 

NSS  attitude  can  be  summed  up  this  wise,  for  all  practical  purposes: 
"Any  degree  of  effort,  or  any  span  of  time,  given  over  to  anything  save 

the  job  of  achieving  Victory  is  scatteration  and  waste" Thus,  like 

the  popular  song  lyric,  "I'm  saving  my  love  for  you,"  NSS  is  saving  all 

its  strength  to  the  end  of  annihilating  Adolph,  Benito  and  Hirohito 

Even  the  now-launched  Herman  Robbins  Drive,  heretofore  more  of  an 
inspirational  company  project,  is  aimed  specifically  this  year  to  rousing 
home  office,  branches  and  field  forces  to  maximum  deeds  of  business 
valor,   BUT  only   that   filmland  and  the   nation   will  be   the  beneficiaries 

Actually,  NSS  is  operating  in  the  face  of  wartime  costs  as  against 

peacetime  income Where   is  the   firm  which   would   accept   such   a 

state  of  things  as  gladly  and  as  philosophically? But  the  Robbins 

clan  is  so  doing  because  that  is  the  patriotic  thing  to  do Therefore, 

when    the   gavel   sounds    tomorrow   in   the   Hotel    Blackstone    it    will    not 

be  a  call  to  commerce,  but  TO  ARMS The  memory  of  this  attitude 

will  not  perish 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  SALMAGUNDI:  Congrats,  to  Jack  Goldstein  on  the  neat 
handling  of  his  initial  20th-Fox  press  junket  to  the  Navy's  sub  base  at 

New  London,   Conn.,  for  a   preview   of  "Crash   Dive" Just  how 

smoothly  Jack  performed  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that  the  Sun, 

no  less,  gave  the  pilgrimage  nearly  a  column  or  so  last  night Which 

is  one  for  the  book.  ...  •  Has  E.  M.  Ellis  acquired  W.  C.  Hunt's 
Rockland  in  Philly  for  $175,000  and  the  Crescent,  Collingswood,  N.  J., 

across  the  river  for  $120,000? Reports  have  the  Quaker  City  trade 

buzzing.  ...  •  Added  note  anent  Bill  Berns,  ex-film  commentator 
of  WNEW:  He's  just  been  appointed  associate  editor  of  The  Windmill, 
XII  Corps  weekly  at  Camp  Jackson,  S.  C.  .  .  .  *  Representatives  of 
Greek  churches  and  societies  have  pledged  in  excess  of  $10,000  in  ticket 
sales  for  the  Greek  War  Relief  Show  in  Madison  Square  Garden  on 
May  18.  .  .  .  •  Para,  will  release  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  with  a 
screen  time  of  two  hours,  forty-five  minutes.  ...  •  Bing  Crosby,  now 
on  a  Mexican  vacation,  will  do  a  Mexican  Red  Cross  broadcast.  .   .  . 

•  Ed  Rosenbau'm,  Columbia  exploiteer  in  Philly,  will  mark  his  59th 
birthday  Saturday  by  giving  a  pint  of  blood  to  the  Red  Cross 


AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR!. 


COlDinG  and  Gome 


JOHN  JOSEPH,  who  goes  to  Washington  to- 
day, will  leave  from  there  for  the  Coast  at 
the   week-end. 

MILES  WHITE,  theatrical  designer,  leaves  for 
(he  Coast  on  May  1  to  fashion  the  costumes 
for    "Up    in    Arms." 

MAX  CORDON  departs  for  the  Columbia 
studios    tomorrow. 

MORRIS  NUNES,  operator  of  Progressive 
Premium,  New  Haven,  and  LOU  MOSCOW,  sales- 
man, will  combine  a  Southern  business  trip  with 
some   deep   sea    fishing   in    Florida. 

L.  P.  HANSON,  chief  engineer  of  the  U.  S. 
Air  Conditioning  Corp.,  is  in  town  from  Minne- 
apolis. 

E.  T.  GOMERSALL,  Western  division  manager 
of  Universal,  left  for  Chicago  yesterday.  To- 
morrow  he   goes   to   Des   Moines. 

BEN   SHLYEN   in   here  from   Kansas  City. 

Charles  Glett  Joins 
Myron  Selznick  Co. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Myron  Selznick  an- 
nounced that  Charles  Glett,  who  has 
been  vice-president  of  General  Ser- 
vice Studios,  has  joined  the  Myron 
Selznick  Company  as  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

He  will  take  up  his  new  duties 
about  May  15,  under  a  long-term 
arrangement.  Before  joining  Gen- 
eral Service,  Glett  was  an  associate 
producer  with  William  Dieterle  at 
RKO  Radio. 


W.  R.  Frank  to  Produce 
"Himmler  and  Gestapo" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — W.  R.  Frank  will  pro- 
duce "Heinrich  Himmler  and  the 
Gestapo"  after  "Dr.  Paul  Joseph 
Goebbels,  His  Life  and  Loves."  The 
big-budget  production  will  be  started 
late  in  August.  "Dr.  Paul  Joseph 
Goebbels"  will  go  before  the  cam- 
eras the  first  week  in  June  at  Gen- 
eral Service   Studios. 


"Mission  to  Moscow"  Will 
Bow  in  New  York  April  29 


World  premiere  of  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  finally  has  been  set  for 
April  29,  at  the  Hollywood  Theater, 
it  was   announced   yesterday. 

Geo.  West  Moving  to  K.  C. 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  George  West,  Mono- 
gram franchise  holder  in  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  has  sold  his  resi- 
dence in  Hollywood  and  will  move  to 
Kansas  City  to  take  charge  per- 
sonally of  the  operation  of  these 
two  exchanges. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Wedding  bells  have  rung  out  for 
Eleanor  Vornberger,  of  Altes  Ser- 
vice. She  is  now  Mrs.  Jack  Thomp- 
son. 
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Army  Develops 
Hawaiian  "Exchange 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ganized  the  section  and  gradually 
built  up  a  supply  of  films  and  pro- 
jectors. 

230  16  mm.  Pix  Available 

Now  there  is  a  library  of  230  16 
mm.  films  furnished  without  cost  by 
the  motion  picture  industry  and 
shown  free  to  the  lads  in  khaki.  The 
35  mm.  films  are  rented  at  prac- 
tically cost  from  the  commercial 
film  exchanges  of  Consolidated 
Amusement  Co.  and  Royal  Amuse- 
ment   Co.    in   Honolulu. 

The  hard-working  staff,  operat- 
ing from  its  headquarters  on  the 
Punahou  School  campus  taken  over 
by  the  U.  S.  Army  Engineers  for 
the  duration,  has  a  turnover  averag- 
ing 70  films  a  day.  It  estimates 
that  it  provides  films  for  about  400 
showings  daily  to  a  vast  audience, 
the  total  of  which  cannot  be  re- 
vealed. The  section  also  provides 
films  to  the  USO  which  has  its  own 
portable  equipment. 

Capt.  Le  Boullon's  staff  includes 
the  following:  Cpl.  Ernest  Crooker, 
formerly  of  Bell  &  Howell,  Chicago, 
111.;  Pvt.  Steven  Russo,  also  from 
Bell  &  Howell;  Pvt.  Richard  Unger. 
formerly  a  theater  manager  for 
Warners  in  York,  Pa.;  Pvt.  Harold 
Pearce,  formerly  a  projectionist  in 
Burlington,  Col.;  and  Pvt.  August 
Kaulfuss  of  Chicago. 

These  lads  after  working  all  day, 
spend  practically  every  night  show- 
ing films  on  their  own  time  to  en- 
tertainment-hungry troops. 

Equipment  Also  Furnished 

In  addition  to  providing  films, 
the  section  provides  projectors  and 
the  generators  to  operate  them  in 
places  where  there  is  no  electricity. 
Some  of  the  semi-permanent  instal- 
lations have  screens  and  improvised 
theaters  to  house  them,  but  the 
smaller  units  just  hang  up  a  bed 
sheet  in  the  mess  hall  or  outdoors 
under  trees. 

These  hastily  rigged  screens  have 
one  advantage,  Capt.  Le  Goullon 
points  out — the  soldier  patron  can 
see  the  show  from  either  side.  When 
films  are  shown  in  mess  halls  the 
screen  is  usually  placed  in  the  cen- 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

DONALD  ROY  McANN,  formerly  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  Rochester,  posthumous  award  of  Navy 
Cross.  He  died  in  a  Pacific  naval  engage- 
ment. 

—  •  — 

it  COMMISSIONED  * 

FLICHT  OFFICER  ROBERT  MILLER,  59th  Ferry 
Command,  formerly  Genesee  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

LT.  JOHN  F.  REINHARD,  AAA,  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  Rochester,  promoted  to  captain. 

RICHARD  NICKELS,  USA,  formerly  Paramount 
Theater,  Aurora,  III.,  promoted  to  sergeant, 
stationed    in    Iceland. 

ADELAIDE  M.  BRUNS,  WAAC,  formerly  in  charge 
of  N.  Y.  Myron  Selznick  office,  promoted 
to  second  officer. 

HELEN  C.  FONTAINE,  WAAC,  singer  and  Broad- 
way   player,    promoted    to   first   officer. 

*  ARMY  * 

JOSEPH    PIHODNA,   film   editor,   Herald   Tribune, 

New   York. 
MILTON    BROWN,    Great    States    city    manager, 

Freeport,    111. 
MILTON   TRACHLER,   Mort  Singer  city  manager, 

Marshalltown,  la. 


ABE    GOULD,    manager   State   Theater,   Jefferson 

City,  Mo. 
NAT  HALL,  American  Theater,  St.  Louis. 
LESTER   DEMBER,  Warners'  ad  copy  staff,  home 

office. 
JAMES     D.     WELLS,     assistant,     Majestic,     Fort 

Worth,  Tex. 

•  NAVY  * 

JAMES  WULFF,  Creat  States'  Paramount,  Wauke- 

gan,   III. 
RAYMOND     BIERNE,     National     Screen     Service, 

New    Haven. 

—  •  — 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

VINCENT    ESPOSITO,    National    Screen    Service, 
New    Haven. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

ROBERT    W.    SALLER,     Empress    Theater,     Dan- 
ville,  III. 
RAY    DERAM,    Genesee  Theater,   Joliet,    III. 
HENRY    DERAM,   Genesee   Theater,   Joliet,    III. 

*  WAACS  * 

MARIAN    SANTRY,    cashier,    Orpheum    Theater, 

Joliet,   III. 
ETHEL     MERTZ,     assistant     manager,    Orpheum, 

Joliet. 


United  Church  to  Protest 
Sunday  Films  in  Ontario 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

showing    of    films    in    the    province. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  recent- 
ly announced  it  would  hold  Sunday 
shows  in  five  cities  for  the  armed 
forces. 

Sunday  films  are  a  regular  fea- 
ture of  amusement  life  in  Montreal 
and  Quebec  province,  and  never 
evoke  a  protest,  but  the  proposal 
to  introduce  them  in  Ontario  and 
other  parts  of  Canada  has  brought 
stern  objections  from  religious  bod- 
ies. 


You  tUight  Call  'Em 
— "Smokes  of  Battle" 

Portland,  Ore. — As  a  feature  of  a 
week  devoted  to  culling  gifts  for 
our  fighting  men  overseas,  a  special 
"midnight  cigarette  matinee"  will  be 
held  tomorrow  at  the  local  Broadway 
Theater  under  aegis  of  the  J.  J. 
Parker  chain.  A  major  cigarette 
company,  for  every  nickel  taken  in 
at  the  b.o.,  will  send  a  pack  of 
smokes  to  a  member  of  the  armed 
forces  on  foreign  strands.  It  is  esti- 
mated that,  as  a  result  of  the  matinee 
and  attendant  contributions,  U.  S. 
soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  will 
get  2,400,000  cigarettes. 


Mo.  Bill  Would  Ban  Pix 
With  Divorced  Actors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Representatives.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  measure,  all  films  in 
which  a  divtorced  aictor  appears, 
would  be  banned  from  the  state.  The 
bill  also  would  bar  any  motion  pic- 
ture portraying  or  implying  a  di- 
vorce. 


Two  Companies  Intervene 
In  St.  Louis  Complaint 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Theater  Corp.,  owner  of  the  Apollo 
Theater,  against  the  five  consenting 
companies.  The  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  owner  of  the  Pageant 
Theater,  has  also  intervened  in  this 
case  which  is  scheduled  to  come  up 
for  hearing  on  May  4. 


Engage  Private  Sleuths 
To  Stamp  Out  Vandalism 


Little  Legislation 
On  Films  By  Slates 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  reach  a  committee  or  died  in  com 
mittee. 

States  in  which  the  solons  an 
still  in  session  include  California 
Connecticut,  Florida,  Illinois,  Mas 
sachusetts,  Minnesota,  Missouri,^"-" 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey  (in  rect(<_,.^ 
Nebraska,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhodi 
Island,    Texas    and   Wisconsin. 

Minnesota's  law  makers  are  dm 
for  adjournment  momentarily.  Be 
cause  of  the  deficit  in  the  Florid; 
treasury,  some  concern  is  felt  ove 
possible  additional  amusement  taxes 


No  Extra  Gas  Order  Hits 
Mass.  Summer  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

erate  houses  on  the  North  an 
South  shores  are  greatly  disturbei 
over  the  ruling  and  openly  stati 
that  its  enforcement  will  mean  com 
plete  blackout  for  them  for  the  du 
ration. 

The  downtown  theaters  in  Bostoi 
will,  on  the  other  hand,  profit  b; 
the  ruling  as  Summer  has  always 
been  a  slack  season,  due  to  exodu; 
of  thousands  of  Bostonians  to  thi 
shore  or  the  mountains.  The  nev 
ruling  will  result  in  these  peopl> 
remaining  at  home  and  seeking 
their  amusement  in  Hub  de  luxers. 


Great  States  Intervenes 

Chicago — The  Great  States  Cir 
cuit  has  intervened  in  the  Kerasote: 
and  Szold  arbitration  case  in  Peoria 


Youngstown,  O.  —  Private  detec- 
tives have  been  hired  by  local  the- 
ater managers  to  halt  the  destruc- 
tion of  property.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  most  of  the  stuff  destroyed 
cannot  be  replaced  until  after  the 
war. 


Chi.  Woods  on  24-Hour  Sked 

Chicago  —  The  Essaness  Woods 
Theater  goes  on  a  24-hour  schedule 
to  accommodate  war  workers,  mak- 
ing it  the  first,  all-night  Loop  the- 
ater in  the  Chicago  area. 


ter  of  the  building  and  the  audience 
seated  on  either  side. 

Capt.  Le  Goullon  and  his  staff 
assist  posts  with  permanent  the- 
aters in  setting  up  their  35  mm. 
equipment  and  in  servicing  it.  They 
furnish  portable  outfits  until  posts 
earn  enough  money  to  buy  their 
own,  and  they  render  valuable  as- 
sistance in  replacing  parts  and 
equipments,  especially  in  remote 
outposts  and  outside  islands. 
Remote  Stations  Get  Preference 
Naturally,  not  all  the  movies  are 
new,  as  the  demand  greatly  exceeds 
the  supply.  Showing  of  the  free 
movies  provided  by  Hollywood  is 
strictly  limited  to  men  in  uniform. 
Remote    military    stations    get    first 


preference  in  all  bookings. 

Musical  comedies  are  top  favor- 
ites among  the  troops,  with  action 
pictures  and  mystery  thrillers  next. 
Most  popular  stars  are  Bob  Hope, 
Bing  Crosby,  Abbott  and  Costello, 
Grable,  Tierney,  Sheridan  and  La- 
mour. 

"Community  sing"  shorts,  in  which 
words  of  popular  songs  are  flashed 
on  the  screen  to  the  accompaniment 
of  organ  music,  are  in  constant  de 
mand.  Capt.  Le  Goullon  can't  ex- 
plain it,  but  he's  kept  busy  getting 
new  releases.  The  organist  of  the 
film  would  no  doubt  get  a  kick  if 
he  could  hear  the  hearty  masculine 
voices  shattering  the  blacked-out 
night  of  the  Pacific. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


RALPH  W.  CARMICHAEL,  sales  manager,  Metro 
Los  Angeles. 

PECCY     MAHONEY,     publicity    dept.,     Universa 
home  office. 

AL    BRICK,    West    Coast    supervisor,    Movietom 
News. 

GEORGE    DeZAYAS,    Hollywood    editor,    Collier' 
Weekly. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  manager,  Loew's,  Canton,  0 

ELMO  SCHAUSTEN,  assistant,  Paramount,  Toledo 
O. 

CAHRLES    E.    THOMPSON,    manager,    Stratford 
Toledo,  O. 

JOHN    J.    HANEY,    city    manager.    Great   State- 
Freeport,    III. 

HATTIE   SMALL,    National    Screen    Service,    Ne\ 
Haven. 

CLAIRE  FANNING,  National  Screen  Service,  Ne\ 
Haven. 

VIC   BERNSTEIN,   booker,   Monogram,  Chicago. 

GEORCE  TOPPER,  operator  Star  and  Garter  an 
Haymarket    Theaters,    Chicago. 

JOHN   BURHORN,  district  manager,   Indiana  UN 
nois   Theaters,   Chicago. 

JOHN    LOVERIDGE,    city    manager,    Mort   Singe 
Circuit,   Marshalltown,   la. 

FRED  McCOMISH,   manager,   Fourth  St.  Theatei 
Sioux  City,   la. 

FRANK    McCOY,    manager,    Orpheum,    Dubuqu< 
la. 

JACK   CONNOR,    M-C-M    publicity,    Des   Moinc 
and  Omaha. 


» 


Mix  rhythm  of  "Cabin  In  The  Sky"  with  heart  interest  of  "Stranger  In  Town' 


Boil  up  romance  from  "Slightly  Dangerous"  with  howls  from  "Air  Raid  Wardens' 


Add  excitement  of  "Assignment  In  Brittany"  and you've got 


THIRD  GROUP  FO 


METRO-GOLE 


9  V°  0> 


"Cabin  In  the  Sky"  starring  Ethel 
Waters,  Eddie  "Rochester"  Anderson, 
Lena  Home  with  Louis  Armstrong, 
Rex  Ingram,  Duke  Ellington  and  his 
Orchestra,  The  Hall  Johnson  Choir 
Screen  Play  by  Joseph  Schrank 
Based  on  the  Broadway  Musical  Hit 
Directed  by  Vincente  Minnelli 
Produced  by  Arthur  Freed 


"A  Stranger  in  Town"  with  Frank 
Morgan,  Richard  Carlson,  Jean 
Rogers,  Porter  Hall  •  Original  Screen 
Play  by  Isobel  Lennart  and  William 
Kozlenko  •  Directed  by  Roy  Rowland 
Produced  by  Robert  Sisk 


lana  Turner,  Robert  Young, 
"Slightly  Dangerous"  with  Walter 
Ittnnon,  Dame  May  Whiffy,  Eugene 
Pollers*.  Alan  Mowbray  •  Screen 
Play  by  ChorU.  lederer  and  George 
Oppenheimer  •  Story  by  Ian 
Mclellan  Hunter  and  Aileen  Hamilton 

I   Directed  by  Wesley  Rugglet 
Produced  by  Pandro  S.  Bei 


Stan  Laurel,  Oliver  Hardy  in  "Air 
Raid  Wardens"  with  Edgar  Kennedy, 
Jacqueline  White,  Horace  McNally, 
Nella  Walker,  Donald  Meek,  Henry 
O'Neill,  Howard  Freeman  •  Original 
Screen  Play  by  Martin  Rackin,  Jack 
Jevne  and  Charles  Rogers  and 
Harry  Crane  •  Directed  by  Edward 
Sedgwick  •  Produced  by  B.F.Zeidman 


"Assignment  In  Brittany"  with  Pierre 
Aumont,  Susan  Peters  and  Richard 
Whorf,  Margaret  Wycherly,  Signe 
Hasso  •  Screen  Play  by  Anthony 
Veiller,  William  H.  Wright  and 
Howard  Emmett  Rogers  •  Based 
upon  the  Novel  by  Helen  Maclnnes 
Directed  by  Jack  Conway 
Produced  by  J.  Walter  Ruben 


SEASON  1942-43 


^YN- MAYER'S 


II 


CABIN  IN  THE  SKY"  ZOOMS  TO  200%  BIZ! 

New  record  in  Dallas!  Sensational  musical  novelty's  amazing  three-week  run,  confirmed  by  Houston, 
Richmond,  Dayton,  Charleston.  M-G-M  first  again  in  exciting  new  showmanship! 


// 


CRITICS  PREDICT  "STRANGER  IN  TOWN"  HIT! 

Listen  to  Pittsburgh  Premiere  raves!  "A  sleeper.  Captures  your  heart.  A  honey." — Post-Gazette.  "For  out- 
standing sleeper  honor  of  1943." — Press.  "Dandy.  Irresistible.  M-G-M  should  be  proud." — Sun-Telegraph. 


II 


SLIGHTLY  DANGEROUS"  FIRST  DATES  SOCKO! 

Gorgeous  Lana  Turner  is  topping  terrific  totals  of  "Honky  Tonk"  in  Allentown.  Her  sock-appeal  in  swell 
Cinderella  romance  gives  Capitol,  New  York,  rousing  hold-over  business.  Watch! 


"AIR  RAID  WARDENS"  RIALTO  PREMIERE  SMASH! 

Tops  all  M-G-M  records  here.  Do  the  folks  pay  for  howls!  Oh  boy!  N.  Y.  Times  critic  describes  it:  "Folks 
are  laughing  their  heads  off.  House  densely  packed.  Rialto  Theatre  is  not  suffering  from  box-office  anemia!" 


II 


II 


ASSIGNMENT  IN  BRITTANY"  BIG  PREMIERE! 

Broadway's  Criterion  Theatre  picks  it  to  celebrate  its  Lucky  Seventh  Year  big  anniversary  celebration.  Show- 
manship campaign  launches  giant  drama  of  attack  on  hidden  U-Boat  bases.  Watch  new  star  Pierre  Aumonc! 


Let's  Keep  Selling  Bonds ' 


When  other  pictures  have  been  forgot 

The  FIREWORKS  FIVE  will  still  he  HOT/ 

METRO-GOLDWYN  -MAYER 

Hot  Stuff! 


irsday,  April  22,  1943 
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"Crash  Dive" 


with   Tyrone    Power,   Anne    Baxter, 
Dana    Andrews 
th-Fo*  105    Mins. 

HERE'S     A     BOXOFFICE     BABY     THAT 
1CULD   PULL    IN    PLENTY    OF    DOUGH 
S   COLOR   TREATMENT   IS   ACES. 

rAntieth  Century-Fox  has  paid  tribute 
--«.  men  who  man  our  submarines  with 
film  of  great  box  office  power.  The  pro- 
icrion,  produced  by  Milton  Sperling  with  a 
odigal  showman's  hand,  is  full  of  the  stuff 
which  popular  entertainment  is  made. 
ie  picture  is  a  stunning  patriotic  show 
iich  assails  the  emotions  with  a  wallop. 
le  use  of  Technicolor  has  made  the  film 
v  vid  saga  of  men  who  go  down  into  the 
a  in  ships,  helping  to  promote  a  sense  of 
alism  that  is  one  of  the  offering's  strong- 
t  selling  points. 

Archie    Mayo    has    been    inspired    by    the 

bject  to   deliver  one  of  his   finest   direc- 

nal  jobs.   He   has   given    the   film   a   drive 

at    makes    for    tremendous    suspense    and 

y  high  excitement  when  the  story  focuses 

s  attention  on   the  submarine  men   in   ac- 

Bn.    He  has  made  the  picture  vastly  inter- 

it.ng  and  instructive  without  losing  any  of 

?  entertainment  value.     The  director  was 

Tfunate  in   having  superb   technical  assist- 

ice  to  create  the  impression  sought.     His 

saviest  debt  is   to   Leon   Shamroy,   director 

photography,    and    Fred    Sersen,    special 

'fects   man. 

Tyrone  Power  lends  great  boxoffice  allure 
)    the    film.       Whether    romancing    Anne 
axter  or  attending  to  the  duties  of  a  sub- 
marine officer  he  is  an  attraction  of  great 
eight  for  the  women.     He  conducts  him- 
ilf  with  an  authority  that  gives  conviction 
)  his  role.     Jo  Swerling  has  contrived  from 
n  original   by   W.    R.    Burnett  a   screenplay 
hich   makes  excellent  use  of  familiar  ma- 
;nal.     His  is  a  solid  scripting  job. 
When  Power,  a  lieutenant,  is  not  on  sub- 
larine   duty   he   is   trying   to   make   love   to 
Iss  Baxter,  a  school  teacher  who  is  engaged 
3  Dana   Andrews,   his  superior  officer.      It 
lust  be  said   for  the  jaunty   Power   that  he 
I  unaware  of  the  relation  between  Andrews 
nd  Miss  Baxter  until  it  is  too  late  to  douse 
he  flame  of  love.     At  the  fadeout  Andrews 
dmits  his  rival  deserves   the  gal  and  gives 
is   blessing    to    their    romance. 
The    film    is   at    its    best    when    it    takes 
o  the  sea.     Then   it  develops  a   tenseness 
hat  holds  the  attention  riveted.     There  are 
everal    encounters    with    the    enemy    that 
re    supremely    exciting.        The     climactic 
cenes  have  to  do  with  a  raid  on  a  German 
ub  hideout  by  Power's  crew.    These  scenes 
re  spectacular   beyond   belief.      Their   pill- 
aring   action     will    hold     audiences    speli- 
iound. 

Miss  Baxter  provides  Power  with  a  fine 
ornantic  foil.  Technicolor  has  turned  her 
nro  a  great  lure  for  the  masculine  trade. 
Andrews  profits  immensely  from  his  work  in 
his  film.  James  Gleason,  Dame  May  Whitty 
ead  the  parade  of  supporting  talent.  Both 
ire  aces. 

CAST:  Tyrone  Power,  Anne  Baxter,  Dana 
Andrews,  James  Gleason,  Dame  May  Whitty 
lenry  Morgan,  Ben  Carter,  Charles  Tannen,' 
;rank  Conroy,  Florence  Lake,  John  Archer 
jeorge  Holmes,  Minor  Watson,  Kathleen 
-loward,  David  Bacon,  Stanley  Andrews,  Paul 
'urns,  Gene  Rizzi. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Milton  Sperling;  Di- 
ector,  Archie  Mayo;  Screenplay,  Jo  Swerl- 
«g;  Based  on  Story  by  W.  R.  Burnett; 
-ameraman,  Leon  Shamroy;  Technicolor  Di- 


"Good  Morning 
Judge" 

with  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Louise  Allbritton 
Universal  68  Mins. 


BREEZY  COMEDY  SPOTTING  O'KEEFE 
AND  ALLBRITTON  OPPOSITE  EACH 
OTHER  CONTAINS  PLENTY  OF  POPULAR 
ENTERTAINMENT.  ruruLAK 


Good  Morning,  Judge"  is  a  neat  little 
package  of  fun  for  the  dual  spots.  Its 
silly  plot  has  enough  tested  comedy  twists 
to  make  it  a  good  source  of  laughter  for 
the  average  fan.  The  story  sets  Dennis 
UKeefe  and  Louise  Allbritton  against  each 
other  in  one  of  those  battles  of  wits  which 
while  not  exactly  original,  do  succeed  in 
providing    sure-fire    material    for    hilarity. 

O'Keefe,    song    publisher,    and    Miss    All- 
britton, a   lawyer,   find   themselves  opposing 
each  other  when  the  latter  becomes  counsel 
for  a  pair  of  song  writers  charging  the  form- 
er   with    swiping    a    hit    tune    belonging    to 
them.    The  action  has  to  do  with  the  efforts 
of   the    defendant    to   keep    Miss    Allbritton 
from    going   through    with    the    case.       The 
Mickey  Finn  figures  prominenly  as  a  weapon 
in  the  battle  between  the  two.     It  is  as  the 
result  of  a  Mickey  that  Miss  Allbritton  loses 
the  case.     Events  thereafter  revolve  around 
her  attempt  to  "get  even"  with   the   brash 
and  self-assured  O'Keefe.    She  has  the  song 
publisher  brought  into  court  on  a  trumped- 
up  charge,  while  she  herself  makes  a  court 
appearance   after  a   set-to   with    Mary    Beth 
Hughes,  a  jealous  gal  friend  of  the   fellow. 
The   complications   at   the   end   are   consid- 
erable    but    they    are    straightened    out    to 
!he   complete   satisfaction   of   the   audience 
The  story  winds  up  with  O'Keefe  and   Miss 
Allbritton  very  much  in  love. 

The  screenplay  of  Maurice  Geraghty  and 
Warren  Wilson,  based  on  a  yarn  by  the 
former  and  Winston  Miller,  makes  much  of 
the  Mickey  Finn  idea.  The  audience  should 
have  a  time  of  it  wondering  who's  going  to 
get  the  Mickey  next.  Jean  Yarbrough's 
d'rection  is  fast  and  geared  strictly  for 
laughs,  whatever  the  means.  Paul  Malvern 
get;   credit  as  associate   producer. 

O'Keefe  and  Miss  Allbritton  stage  an 
amusing  tug-of-war.  Both  are  good.  Less 
than  that  must  be  said  for  Miss  Hughes. 
Standing  out  among  the  other  players  is 
J.  Carrol  Naish  as  a  bartender.  He's  the 
one  who  dispenses  the  Mickeys.  Samuel 
S.  Hinds,  Louise  Beavers  and  Oscar  O'Shea 
are   some   of   the   others. 

CAST:  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Louise  Allbrit- 
ton, Mary  Beth  Hughes,  J.  Carrol  Naish 
Louise  Beavers,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Oscar 
OShea,  Marie  Blake,  Don  Barclay,  Murray 
Alper,  Frank   Faylen,   Ralph   Peters. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Paul  Mal- 
vern; Director,  Jean  Yarbrough;  Screen- 
play, Maurice  Geraghty,  Warren  Wilson; 
Based  on  story  by  Maurice  Geraghty,  Win- 
ston Miller;  Cameraman,  John  W.  Boyle; 
Art  Directors,  John  B.  Goodman,  Robert 
Boyle;  Film  Editor,  Edward  Curtiss;  Musical 
Director,   Charles   Previn. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 


"Spitfire" 

with    Leslie    Howard,    David    Niven 

RKO-Goldwyn  9fj    Mins. 

STORY    OF    THE    SPITFIRE    DESIGNER 

IS  TOLD  IN  DRAMATIC  FILM  IN  WHICH 

HOWARD  SERVES  IN  THREE  CAPACITIES. 


rector,  Natalie  Kalmus;  Art  Directors,  Rich- 
ard Day,  Wiard  B.  Ihnen;  Special  Effects, 
Fred  Sersen;  Film  Editors,  Walter  Thomp- 
son, Ray  Curtis;  Musical  Score,  David  But- 
tolph;  Musical  Director,  Emil  Newman 

DIRECTION,     Tops.         PHOTOGRAPHY 
Tops. 


The  title  of  this  film,  imported  from 
England  by  Samuel  Goldwyn,  conjures  up 
the  heroic  and  dazzling  exploits  of  Britain's 
premier  fighting  plane.  These  exploits 
are  vivid  enough  in  the  public  imagination 
to  make  the  production  certain  of  a  good 
reception  at  the  boxoffices  of  America.  The 
association  of  Leslie  Howard  with  the  film 
as  producer,  director  and  star  should  add 
to  the  impetus  provided  by  the  subject  of 
the  production,  which  was  made  with  the 
assistance  of  the  British  authorities. 

Like  most  British  film  biographies  the 
story  of  R.  J.  Mitchell,  the  man  who  de- 
signed the  Spitfire,  is  literate,  subdued  in 
its  excitement,  and  leisurely  of  pace,  yet 
surprisingly  successful  in  winning  and  main- 
tain, ng  the   interest. 

The  story  is  told  in  retrospect  by  David 
Niven,  who  was  associated  with  Mitchell 
in  the  development  of  the  Spitfire.  The 
film  traces  Mitchell's  fight  to  advance  the 
interests  of  British  aviation.  The  eariy 
stretches  of  the  film  are  a  succession- of 
Schneider  cup  triumphs.  The  interest 
mounts  when  Mitchell  is  faced  with  the 
challenge  of  devising  a  plane  that  will  meet 
the  threat  of  Germany's  growing  air  power. 
Unremitting  labor  wrecks  Mitchell's  health. 
The  picture  skyrockets  dramatically  when 
the  designer,  told  he  hasn't  much  longer  to 
live,  slaves  against  time  to  produce  his  su- 
preme creation,  the  Spitfire  which  today 
is  giving  the  enemy  such  hell.  He  lives 
long  enough  to  see  the  plane  placed  in 
mass  production  to  protect  his  country 
against  the  Axis  threat. 

Howard  acts  effortlessly.  As  the  former 
RAF  officer  who  became  his  test  pilot 
Niven  is  perhaps  a  little  too  pale  for  drama- 
tic purposes,  although  on  the  whole  his 
performance  has  much  to  commend  it.  The 
performance  of  Rosamond  John  as  Mitchell's 
wife  is  one  of  the  film's  chief  attractions. 
The  cast  is  composed  primarily  of  names 
that  mean  little  to  American  filmgoers. 

The  main  fault  to  be  found  with  Howard's 
direction  is  that  it  is  a  bit  too  easy-going. 
On  the  whole,  however,  he  has  done  a  good 
job.    Henry  C.  James  and  Kay  Strueby  wrote 
the  original  on  which  Anatole  De  Grunwald 
and   Miles  Malleson  based  their  screenplay. 
CAST:  Leslie  Howard,  David  Niven,  Rosa- 
mond    John,     Roland    Culver,     Anne     Firth, 
David    Home,    J.    H.    Roberts,    Derrick    De 
Marney,   Rosalyn   Boulter,  Herbert  Cameron 
Gordon  McLeod,  Tonie  Edgar  Bruce    George 
Sk.llan,    Erik    Freund,    F.    R.    Wendhausen 
John    Chandos,    Victor    Beaumont,    Suzanne 
Clan,    Filippo    Del   Guidice,    Brefni   O'Rorke 
Gerry    Wilmot,    Jack    Peach. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Leslie  Howard;  Di- 
rector, Leslie  Howard;  Screenplay  Anatole 
De  Grunwald,  Miles  Malleson;  Based  on 
story  by  Henry  C.  James,  Kay  Strueby; 
Cameraman,  Jack  Hildyard;  Musical  Direc- 
tor, Muir  Mathieson;  Musical  Score,  William 
Walton;  Art  Director,  Paul  Sherriff;  Film 
Editor,    Douglas    Myers. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Calling  Wild  Bill 
Elliott" 


with    Bill    Elliott,   George    "Gabby"    Hayes 

RePublic  55  Mins. 

ru^J/™  D0ESNT  GIVE  HERO  A 
CHANCE  TO  PULL  HIS  PUNCHES-  IT'S 
PURELY  KID  STUFF. 

M,Lhe  J\'ds  wi"  have  t0  do  the  "lling  for 
Wild  Bill  Elliott  in  this  western  The 
heroics  of  Bill  Elliott  smack  too  much  of  the 
story  book  to  be  accepted  by  grownups,  be 
they  the  most  ardent  of  western  devotees 
Rarely  does  a  hero  in  a  western  have  such 
an  easy  time  with  the  villains  as  has  Elliott 
m  the  film  under  discussion.  Elliott  gets 
,nt0  fnou§h  slugfests  to  serve  the  needs 
ot  halt  a  dozen  ordinary  westerns.  Only 
a  kid  can  believe  in  a  hero's  ability  to 
be  that  good.  Elliott's  quickness  with  fists 
and  shooting  iron  makes  the  film  a  whirl- 
wind of  action  and  should  keep  the  young- 
sters in  a  state  of  froth  throughout. 

Elliott  is  called  in  to  halt  the  villainy 
of  a  self-named  territorial  governor  The 
time  is  the  eary  days  of  the  Southwest. 
I  he  villains  specialty  is  seizing  the  ranch- 
ers property  on  various  pretexts  The 
phony  governor  uses  a  ruthless  militia  to 
force  the  ranchers  to  do  his  wish.  Elliott 
takes  on  the  whole  boodle  of  villains  prac- 
tically single-handed.  The  going  starts 
getting  tough  when  he  attempts  to  tip  off 
a  v.sit.ng  Federal  judge  on  what  the  state 
of  affa:rs  is.  The  head  villain  seeks  to  dis- 
pose of  Elliott  by  pinning  a  murder  charge 
on  him  and  instigating  the  citizenry  into 
lynching  him.  Elliott  escapes  and  brings 
the  cavalry  to  the  rescue  just  as  the  "gov- 
ernor" is  about  to  kill  a  chap  who's  been  a 
thorn   in   his  side. 

George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  playing  one  of 
Elliotts  assistants,  is  the  best  of  the  per- 
formers. Lending  him  and  Elliott  main  sup- 
port are  Anne  Jeffreys,  Herbert  Heyes  (the 
chief  villain),  "Buzzy"  Dee  Henry,  Fred 
Kohler. 

Produced  by  Harry  Grey,  the  film  was 
directed  at  a  ripping  pace  by  Spencer  Ben- 
net  from  a  screenplay  by  Anthony  Coldeway 
who  worked  from  a  yarn  by  Luci  Ward.  ' 
CAST:  Bill  Elliott,  George  "Gabby- 
Hayes,  Anne  Jeffreys,  Herbert  Heyes 
Buzzy  Dee  Henry,  Fred  Kohler,  Roy  Bar- 
croft,  Eve  March,  Burr  Caruth,  Bud  Geary 
Lynton  Brent,  Forbes  Murray. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry  Grey 
Director,  Spencer  Bennet;  Screenplay,  An- 
thony Coldeway;  Based  on  story  by  Luci 
Ward;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Film  Edi- 
tor Edward  Schroeder;  Art  Director,  Rus- 
sell Kimball;  Musical  Score,  Mort  Glick- 
man. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.     PHOTOGRAPHY    Ex 
cellent. 


Nunnally  Johnson  Leaving 
20-Fox  to  Produce  on  Own 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Nunnally  Johnson, 
who  has  been  with  20th-Fox  the 
past  10  years,  is  establishing  his  own 
independent  production  unit  and  will 
leave  20th-Fox  upon  completion  of 
ms  two  present  assignments,  "Holv 
Matrimony,"  which  is  now  in  pro- 
duction, and  the  screenplay  of  "Kevs 
to  the  Kingdom."  y 
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Biggest  B'way  B.  0. 
Take  for  Holy  Week 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  managers  say.  As  an  example, 
Radio  Gity  Music  Hall  finished  the 
first  week  of  "Flight  for  Freedom" 
with  a  gross  of  $110,000,  a  near- 
record  for  Holy  Week. 

The  Broadway  Paramount  made 
history  with  an  all-time  record  for 
an  opening  yesterday  when  "China" 
on  the  screen  and  Harry  James  and 
his  band  made  their  bow.  A  line 
started  to  form  at  4  a.m.  and  extra 
police  were  necessary  by  five  o'clock. 
Two  hours  later  30  police  reserves 
were  on  the  scene  as  the  crowd  ex- 
tended from  Broadway  to  Eighth 
Ave.  One  incident  of  the  mad  rush 
saw  the  plate  glass  window  in  the 
ticket  agency  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  43d  Street  smashed. 
A  few  -minutes  after  the  doors  opened 
at  8:30,  the  4,000-seat  house  was 
filled  to  capacity  and  by  noon  more 
than    10,000   tickets   had   been   sold. 

Other  Broadway  houses  held  up 
well  throughout  the  day,  despite 
rain  and  cold  weather. 


Inclement  Weather  Aids 
Theater  Biz  in  Boston 

Boston — Business  from  last  Thurs- 
day night  through  yesterday  was 
exceptionally  good  in  all  Boston 
theaters.  Patriotic  Day,  an  exclu- 
sively Massachusetts  holiday,  itself 
saw  some  300,000  persons  watch  the 
the  marathon  races  and  then  hurry 
to  the  theaters. 

Yesterday,  which  was  cold  and 
wet,  caused  postponement  of  several 
out  of  door  events  scheduled,  send- 
ing many  into  the  film  theaters. 


Newsreels  Get  1,800  Feet 
Of  Film  on  Tokyo  Bombing 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

ALAN  REED,  "A  Tale  of  Two  Sisters,"  M-G-M. 
JIMMY    DURANTE,    "A    Tale    of    Two    Sisters," 

M-C-M. 
MORT  -LEWIS,   dialogue   writer,    Famous   Studios. 
VIVIAN  AUSTIN,  termer,  Universal. 
PHIL  SPITALNY'S  ALL-CIRL  ORK.,  "Mr.  Co-ed," 

M-G-M. 
JOHN    CARRAD1NE,    "Silver   Spurs,"    Republic. 
JEROME  COWAN,  "Silver  Spurs,"  Republic. 

—  •  — 

ASSIGNMENTS 

DING  FULLER,  technical  adviser,  "Gone  With 
the    Draft,"    Republic, 

EDWARD  DMYTRYK,  director,  "America's  Chil- 
dren," 'RKO. 

EMMETT  LAVERTY,  script,  "America's  Chil- 
dren,"   RKO. 

JOHN  MURRAY  ANDERSON,  water  ballet,  "Mr. 
Co-ed,"   M-C-M. 

JEAN  RENOIR,  director,  "A  Thief  in  the  Night," 
RKO. 

MICHELL  MICHELET,  score,  "Strange  Music," 
Ripley-Monter   for  P,RC. 

JACK  BOYLE,  dance  director,  "Melody  Parade," 
Monogram. 

JOE    KANE,    director,    "Silver   Spurs,"    Republic. 


CASTINGS 

TOM  CONWAY  and  JEAN  BROOKS,  "The 
Seventh  Victim,"  RKO;  JACK  LAMBERT,  "A 
Thousand  Shall  Fall,"  M-G-M;  DIANA  LEWIS, 
"Cry  'Havoc',"  M-C-M;  RICHARD  AINLEY. 
"The  Man  from  Down  Under,"  M-G-M;  HARRY 
SULLIVAN,  "Minesweeper,"  Pine-Thomas,  'Para- 
mount; RICHARD  FRASER,  "Holy  Matrimony," 
20th-Fox;  MONTY  WOOLLEY  and  ANNE  BAX- 
TER, "Colonel  Effingham's  Raid,"  20th-Fox; 
ESTHER  WILLIAMS,  "Mr.  Co-ed,"  M-C-M. 

ANN  SAVAGE  "The  Clock  Strikes  Twelve," 
Columbia;     DON     CURTIS,    "A    Thousand    Shall 


Fall,"  M-G-M;  PEDRO  de  CORDOBA,  "Song  of 
Bernadette,"  20th-Fox;  JEAN  GABIN,  "A  Thief 
in  the  Night,"  RKO;  JOHN  RIDGELY,  "To  the 
Last  Man,"  Warners;  IVAN  SIMPSON,  "The 
Uninvited,"   Paramount. 


REOPTIONED 

ANN   RUTHERFORD,  20th  Century-Fox. 


SCHEDULED 

"Cone  Are   the    Days,"   by  THELMA  HANOVER, 

Columbia. 
"Colonel      Effingham's     Raid,"     writer-producer, 

LAMAR    TROTTI,    20th-Fox. 
"It's  a  Free  Country,"  original  screenplay,  BARRY 

TRIVERS,   Columbia. 
"A  Thief  in  the  Night,"  original  story-producer, 

DUDLEY    NICHOLS,    RKO. 
"Records   for   Romance,"    original   story,    LOUISE 

ROSEAU,  Sig  Neufeld  for  PRC. 
"Silver   Spurs,"    Producer   HARRY   CREY,    Repub- 
lic. 


NEW  TERMERS 

JAMES  CRAIG,    M-G-M. 
RAGS  RACLAND,  M-G-M. 
CATHERINE  CRAIG,  Paramount. 

• 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"Behind   the    Rising  Sun,"   from   "Mad   Brood   of 

Japan,"     RKO. 
"Spy  Train,"  formerly  "Time  Bomb,"  Monogram. 

CASTING  WITHDRAWALS 

CULLY     RICHARDS    out    of    "And    the    Angels 

Sing,"    Paramount. 
LINDA    DARNELL    out    of    "The    Girl    He    Left 
Behind,"     20th-Fox. 


City  Would  Tax  Eastman 
Plants  Built  bv  Gov't 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Shangri-la,"  prior  to  and  during 
the  takeoff  of  Major  General  Doo- 
little's  Tokyo  bombing  task  force. 
The  actual  takeoff  and  shots  of  some 
members  of  the  party  are  included 
because  of  the  sudden  release  of  the 
story — Elmer  Davis  said  yesterday 
to  head  off  a  Jap  story — the  news- 
reels  will  unfortunately  not  be  able 
to  show  the  film  until  Monday. 

There  are  no  shots  from  the  Army, 
although  the  Army  had  indicated 
several  months  ago  that  it  would 
have  some.  It  is  reported  now  that 
all  motion  picture  film  was  destroyed 
or  lost  after  the  bombing.  Presum- 
ably the  cameras  which  went  along 
were  destroyed  in  crashes. 


Vic  Knight  May  Join  M-G-M 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Vic  Knight  has  re- 
signed as  executive  producer  of  the 
Milton  Biow  Agency,  and  it  is  re- 
ported he  may  join  M-G-M  as  a  di- 
rector. Ginny  Simms,  star  of  one 
of  his  radio  shows  is  under  contract 
to  M-G-M. 


Rochester  —  Legal  storm  clouds 
are  gathering  here  over  a  city  move 
to  tax  two  Government-built  East- 
man Kodak  war  plants. 

The  assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  said 
the  matter  would  be  taken  into 
court  if  the  municipality  persisted 
in  keeping  the  newly  constructed 
Hawkeye  building  and  a  second  Ko- 
dak building  on  the  assessment 
rolls. 

"Both  properties  are  owned  by 
the  Government,"  he  said.  "Under 
the  State  constitution,  they  are  not 
subject  to  taxation." 

The  city  placed  the  Hawkeye 
building  on  the  assessment  rolls  at 
$1,600,000  and  the  second  factory 
at  $115,000.  Both  are  100  per  cent 
on  war  work. 

The  corporation  counsel,  not  ad- 
mitting that  the  two  plants  were 
free  from  liability  in  the  matter  of 
city  taxation,  said  property  held  in 
its  entirety  by  the  Government  was 
not  taxable.  But  when  leased  by 
the  Government  to  an  operating 
company,  he  held,  there  was  a  lease 
interest   which   might  be   taxable. 

Title  is  vested  in  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment, the  assistant  U.  S.  attor- 
ney explained,  not  in  some  Federal 
agency. 

Meanwhile,  an  official  Government 
ruling  is  awaited  from  Washington. 


Consent  Decree  Blocks 
S-W  Opening  of  Shubert 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reported  standing  as  a  collective 
stumbling  block  to  the  opening  of 
the  Shubert  here,  recently  acquired 
by  Stanley-Warner,  with  a  film  pol- 
icy. The  Shubert,  it  is  said,  will 
remain  closed  indefinitely. 

Shubert  tentatively  was  set  to  bow 
in  under  the  S-W  banner  on  Satur- 
day, replacing  Keith's  in  the  circuit 
setup.  Keith's  recently  was  secured 
by  the  William  Goldman  interests, 
the  S-W  lease  expiring  in  another 
fortnight.  It  is  understood  that  the 
circuit  originally  planned  to  shut- 
ter Keith's  several  weeks  before  its 
lease  expired,  but  terms  of  the  lease 
precluded   such   a  course. 

Film  Row  gossip  here  is  to  the 
effect  that  Goldman  will  have  Metro 
and  Paramount  product  for  Keith's 
when  he  takes  over  early  next  month, 
and  that  he  contemplates  a  move 
to  reduce  clearance  first-runs  now 
have  over  Keith's. 

Meanwhile,  a  shift  in  Warner  le- 
gal strategy  in  pending  Goldman 
litigation  is  hinted  by  the  report 
that  Judge  Joseph  Proskauer  of 
New  York  is  stepping  in  actively  as 
counsel,  taking  over  from  Morris 
Wolf,    local    Warner   attorney. 


$5,000,000  War  Bont 
Purchase  by  Loew's 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

$175,000  by  Loew's  executives  an 
employes  at  the  first  of  three  ralli 
to  spur  interest  in  the  new  loa 
staged  yesterday  by  Loew's  theate 
and  Station  WHN  home  office  en- 
ploy  es.  fr 

Goal  of  the  rallies,  conduc 
co-operation  with  the  N.  Y.  Wa 
Savings  Staff,  is  a  total  Bond  sal 
of  $5,275,000— enough  to  purchas 
one  destroyer,  one  Flying  Fortres; 
five  Navy  fighting  planes,  as  man 
Army  fighters  and  five  heavy  tank 

Speakers  yesterday  included  Ed 
ward  Arnold,  who  made  sales  ap 
peal;  Prof.  John  Madden,  Loew' 
personnel  director,  and  Frank  Mil 
chell,  chairman  of  the  Speakers  Bv 
reau  of  the  Treasury  Staff. 

Red  Skelton  will  appear  at  tc 
day's  rally  for  Metro  home  offic 
employes  while  George  Hamilto 
Coombs  will  lead  a  rally  tomorrow 
at  Metro's  New  York  exchange. 

To  Make  800  More  Reels 
For  Armv  This  Year 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    <DAIL\ 

Washington — Approximately  8 
reels  of  training  films  will  be  p: 
duced  during  the  remainder  of  194 
for  the  Army,  it  was  revealed  toda 
by  the  Signal  Corps'  Colonel  K.  I 
Lawton,  deputy  chief  of  the  Arm 
Pictorial  Service.  About  one-fourt 
of  these,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  mad 
by  commercial  producers. 

Col.  Lawton  revealed  that  more  trainin 
films  were  produced  during  the  first  thre 
months  of  1943  than  during  the  preceding  si 
months.  He  did  not  detail  figures,  but  tli 
greater  portion  of  the  439  training  filrr 
made  for  the  Signal  Corps  last  year  wei 
completed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Th 
would  indicate  that  the  production  schedul 
is  not  far  off  the  1,500-reel  goal  reporte 
several  months  ago. 

"There  has  been  nothing  holding  up  tb 
award  of  contracts  for  this  year's  produc 
tion,"  said  Col.  Lawton,  adding  that  "ever 
effort  is  being  made  to  preserve  raw  stoc 
by  making  only  the  necessary  training  filrr 
and  using  as  many  film  strips  as  possible." 

Col.  Lawton  denied  emphatically  that  thei 
was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Arm 
to  cut  down  on  the  training  film  prograi 
because   of   script   and   production   difficulties. 


David  L.  Schumann, 
Vet  Cleveland  Exhib.,  Die: 


Fete  O'Donnell  in  Chi. 

Chicago  —  Chicago  Variety  Club 
will  host  Chief  Barker  Bob  O'Don- 
nell, at  a  dinner,  the  night  of  May  6. 


Cleveland  —  David  L.  Schumani 
65,  who  opened  the  first  West  Sid 
theater  30  years  ago  with  colore 
slides  and  audience  singing  at 
nickel  admission,  died  yesterdaj 
Currently  he  owned  the  Marvel  Th«i 
ater  where  he  was  active  in  spit 
of  poor  health  the  past  two  year; 
His  wife,  a  son  Sol,  a  Red  Cros 
field  director  in  Los  Angeles,  tw; 
brothers,  two  sisters  and  a  granc 
daughter  survive.  Burial  will  be  £ 
the  Mayfield  Cemetery. 


20th-Fox  Purchases 
"God  Strikes  Back" 


Twentieth-Fox    has    bought    "Go' 
Strikes  Back,"  a  play  by  Paul  Nor 
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New  Plan  For 
ferring  Actors 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

t  age.  "We  are  now  trying  to 
•k  out  some  definitive  over-all  pol- 
with  the  Army,"  said  Costello. 
e  either  want  the  military  not  to 
^necessary  actors  or  to  arrange 
Wiow  to  allow  them  to  make 
fores." 

Preliminary  discussions  have  al- 
dy  been  held,  but  Costello  and 
'son  have  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
ity  to  draw  up  any  concrete  plan, 
""he  matter  has  been  mentioned  to 
ny  representatives  before  but 
jr  answer  has  been  that  legisla- 
;  action  would  be  necessary  be- 
(e  they  could  grant  any  sort  of 
ferential  treatment  for  actors. 
.  Mason  V.  Wright,  former  head 
;he  motion  picture  section  for  the 
ny    Bureau    of   Public    Relations, 


1    on    several    occasions    that   no 
cial  treatment  could  be  accorded 

as,  and  his  successor  has  taken 

same  line. 

lie  matter  of  induction  is  one  for  Selective 
ice  and   War  Manpower  to  decide,  it  was 
ted    out,    and    it    is    likely    that    legislative 
i!    would    be    required    before   those    agen- 
would    agree    to    deferment    for    actors. 
jje  from  the  legal  questions  involved,  both 
';tive    Service   Chief   Gen.    Lewis   B.    Her- 
and    Manpower   Chief   Paul   V.    McNutt 
indicated    that    they    do    not    think    the 
tc    would    support    actor    deferment. 
3    the    other    hand,    Army    representatives 
declared  that  they  could  not  legally  grant 
.  ughs    for    men    in    uniform    to    make    pic- 
6   for  commercial   purposes. 
\n    this    point,    Costello    told    The    Film 
-v,  "whether  or  not  the  picture  companies 
money — that's  just  good  or  bad  luck.    The 
krtant    thing   is   keeping    the    public    enter- 
al   during    time    of    war.       And    we    can't 
took    the    importance    of    motion    pictures 
l  lintaining    world    trade,    and    the'  import- 
to    the    industry    of   keeping   its    position 
Vorld    trade."       He    implied    that    our   in- 
-y  was  being  unfairly  treated  in  compari- 
vith    the     British     and     Russian     motion 
ire   industries,   and    "is   liable   to   find   that 
»s  lost  its  dominant  position  in  the  world 
ire    because    it    was    badly    crippled    while 
(Russians   and    British   were  able  to   go  on 
'  ng    films    with    their    best    acting,    super- 
"y   and    technical    personnel." 
>.-tel!o  is  hopeful  the  Army  will  not  insist 
legislation,    because    he    thinks    it    hope- 
to   try   to  obtain   legislation.      His   feeling 
'  at  some  relief  can  be  accomplished  by  an 
'y   directive,    though   he  realizes   the  Army 
id   be  in  a  tough  spot.      If  it  furloughed 
's    to    make    commercial    pix,    he    pointed 
I   why    shouldn't    it    furlough    men    needed 
other    businesses?        He    mentioned    also 
the    Army    is    now    faced    with    demands 
'release    of    all    agricultural    workers,    and 
d    be   loath    to    grant    any    precedent    to 
.en    their   position. 


Labor-Management 
Holds  Second  Meeting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

hart,  assistant  area  director  of  the 
War  Manpower  Commission  sitting 
in  as  chairman. 

Organization  of  committees  was  completed 
and  arrangements  made  whereby  a  sub-com- 
mittee could  be  appointed  to  advise  on  spe- 
cial problems.  Procedures  on  voting  quorum 
and   majorities   were  confirmed. 

Chairman  Rinehart  announced  that  the  or- 
ganization area  stabilization  plan  had  been 
affected  by  Roosevelt's  "hold-the-line"  order, 
and  briefly  explained  some  of  the  modifiica- 
tions.  However,  the  Southern  California 
area  of  the  War  Manpower  Commission  will 
revise  its  previous  stabilization  plan  and 
copies  of  the  revised  plan  will  be  sent  to 
all  principals  and  alternates  on  the  motion 
picture  or  management  committee.  Until  the 
revised  plan  is  announced,  modification  plan 
for  the  motion  picture  industry  cannot  be 
determined.  These  modifications  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  next  meeting  which  will  be  called 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  chairman. 

A  general  discussion  followed  with  labor 
delegates  taking  the  lead  on  how  the  new 
directive  from  Washington  would  affect  the 
job  and  employment  situation  in  the  indus- 
try, and  the  chairman  was  asked  if  possible 
to  interpret  the  directive  for  both  the  craft 
unions  and  talent  guilds. 

While  Chairman  Rinehart  was  prompt  to 
answer  a  few  questions,  he  made  it  clear 
that  until  further  interpretations  are  received 
from  Washington  many  of  the  problems  pre- 
sented would  have  to  wait  for  a  final  solution 
as  the  constructed  move.  However,  he  sug- 
gested that  all  the  guilds  and  unions  through 
their  representative  on  the  committee  forward 
their  problems  in  writing  to  Fred  Pelton. 
Chairman  Rinehart  promised  to  use  every 
means  to  obtain  prompt  answers  to  such  ques- 
tions from  the  regional  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission   office    in    San    Francisco. 


Expect  Decision  Today 
On  Showing  Capra  Pic 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  (DAILY 

Washington — OWI  Director  Elmer 
Davis  said  yesterday  that  he  fully 
expects  to  see  the  question  of  public 
showing  for  Col.  Frank  Capra's 
At  my  orientation  film,  "Prelude  to 
War,"  ironed  out  today  in  the  course 
of  the  meeting  between  Army,  OWI 
and  WAC  representatives.  Davis 
again  made  it  plain  that  he  is  less 
concerned  about  "changes"  in  the 
film  than  is  Lowell  Mellett,  chief  of 
the  OWI  motion  picture  bureau. 
These  changes,  Davis  said,  were 
"minor,  and  not  too  important."  He 
does  not  know  whether  they  have 
been  made. 


aft  Boards  Inform  Studios 
tors  Will  Not  Be  Deferred 

«t  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
folly  wood — Several  draft  boards 
Tollywood  and  Beverly  Hills  have 
n  informed  by  Lieut.  Col.  How- 
P.  Witten,  occupational  advisor 
the  State  Selective  Service  that 
prs  are  not  deferred  and  that  no 
n-ment  will  be  granted  for  crit-  j 
jobs  where  workers  can  be  re- 
:ed  by  the  physically  handicapped 
ay  women. 

hey  were  also  told  it  will  be  nee-  j 
u-y  for  the  motion  picture  indus- ! 
to  file   qualifications   of  and  to ' 
$ch   point   on   whether   film   men 


Show  "Du  Barry,"  "Not  Bataan" 

"Du  Barry  Was  A  Lady"  will  be 
tradeshown  in  most  exchange  cen- 
ters May  6,  M-G-M  announced  yes- 
terday. In  two  spots,  Kansas  City 
and  Oklahoma  City,  the  picture  will 
be  screened  May  3,  and  in  several 
others  May  4.  "Bataan"  tradeshows, 
originally  scheduled  for  these  dates, 
have  been  postponed. 


in  4-P  were  to  be  qualified  perma- 
nently in  that  bracket  or  placed  in 
other  industries  where  their  service 
might  be  more  helpful  to  war  effort. 
It  is  believed  men  in  that  bracket 
will  not  be  disturbed  at  present. 

It  is  expected  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  deferment  under  the 
Manning  Table  will  affect  producers, 
foremen  and  other  key  men  whose 
replacement  would  require  very  long 
training. 
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*PT0A  TO  CONSIDER  OPERATIONAL  WOES 


IKO  and  David  O.  Selznick  m   Talent   Pool 


ooling  Deal  May  Set  a 
recedent,  Hollywood 
elieves;  Four  Involved 


l   Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 
Hollywood — A  talent  pooling  pact 

Kbeen  completed  between  RKO 
David  0.  Selznick,  it  was  re- 
aled  here  yesterday  in  a  joint  an- 
uncement.  It  was  indicated  here 
at  the  agreement  was  considered 
emergency  solution  to  Holly- 
)od's  wartime  star  shortage  prob- 
v  which  may  revolutionize  inter- 
adio  relationships. 
Under  the  deal,  the  two  organiza- 
1  Continued  <»<  Page  4) 


ducators  Organize 
ilm  Library  Ass'n 


Educational  Film  Library  Asso- 
ition,  Inc.,  has  been  formed  by  a 
oup  of  educators  for  the  purpose 
raising  the  standards  of  motion 
2ture  education.  The  American 
lm  Center  here  will  serve  as  the 
ministrative    office    of    the    Asso- 

( Continued   on    Page   8) 


merican  Business  Must 
?lay  the  Game"— Clark 


American  business  has  nothing  to 
ar  so  long  as  it  plays  the  game 
irly  and  according  to  the  rules, 
m   C.   Clark,  who   replaced   Thur- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Argentina's  Prexy  to 
Urge  More  Rate  Stock 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail — Passed 
by  Censor) — President  Castillo  has 
promised  the  Argentine  film  industry 
to  interest  himself  personally  in  the 
matter  of  bringing  more  raw  film 
into  the  country  from  the  United 
States.  The  promise  was  the  result 
of  a  conference  between  Castillo 
and  representatives  of  the  industry. 
American  Ambassador  Norman  Arm- 
tour  has  expressed  the  hope  that 
larger  stocks  of  raw  film  will  be 
made  available  to  the  industry  in 
Argentina. 


Yeah,  Love  Will  Find  a  Way,  But  managers 

Of  Ark.  Stands  Are  Seeking  Way  To  Stop  It! 

Little  Rock — "Necking"  in  motion  picture  houses  here  has  become  so  wide- 
spread that  the  theater  managers  are  being  given  "no  end  of  trouble"  from  the 
amorous  pastime.  Offenders,  it  is  asserted,  are  "called  down"  daily  for  the  prac- 
tice, and  a  number  of  girls  in  their  lower  'teens  have  been  known  to  enter  a  the- 
ater at  opening  hour  and  remain  until  hunger  drove  them  out  to  supper.  One 
manager  declared  that  a  deterrent  would  be  regular  investigations  by  commun- 
ity's juvenile  case  workers.  The  Military  Police  might  effectively  handle  the 
situation  as  far  as  men  in  uniform  are  concerned, — the  latter  being  adept  not  only 
with  arms  but  lips.  When  the  "neckers"  are  stopped  by  ushers  or  other  house 
attaches    the  tendency  is  to  blame  the  management. 


Para.  Adding  Three    International  Press 
New  Shorts  Series      Preview  for  'Moscow' 


Paramount  has  increased  by  15 
per  cent  its  budget  for  its  1943-44 
short  subject  program  which  will 
include  64  subjects,  Oscar  Morgan, 
general  sales  manager  of  short  sub- 
jects and  Paramount  Newsreel,  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Color  will  high- 
light the  program,  only  two  series 
to  be  in  black  and  white. 

Three  new  series,  all  in  Techni- 
color, have   been  added   to  the   pro- 

(Contimted  on    Page   4) 


Theaters'  Metals  Drive 
Yielded  1,164,727  Lbs. 


The  special  campaign  of  the  na- 
tion's theaters  to  collect  copper, 
brass  and  bronze  has  yielded,  to 
date,  1,164,727  pounds  of  metals,  it 
was  revealed  yesterday  by  the  WAC 
following  a  report  by  the  War  Pro- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — What  is  described  as 
the  industry's  first  international 
press  preview  will  be  staged  by  the 
National  Press  Club  for  Warners' 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  at  the  Earle 
theater  here  on  April  28,  preceding 
by  one  day  the  pic's  official  world 
premiere  at  New  York's  Hollywood 
theater. 

Plans   for    the    preview   were    an- 

(Coutinued  on    Page   4) 


Tearsheets  of  Bond  Ads 
Wanted  by  Treasury  Dept. 

Vincent  F.  Callahan,  director  of 
radio,  press  and  advertising  for  the 
War  Savings  Staff,  Treasury  De- 
partment, is  planning  to  publish  a 
special  pamphlet  illustrating  how 
motion   picture   theaters   are    aiding 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Labor  Tiits  Studio  Budgets 

$198,500,000  Spent  on  Production  in  1942 


Excise  Tax  Increase 
Affects  P.  R.  Theaters 


San  Juan  (By  Air  Mail — Passed 
by  Censor) — Increases  in  excise 
taxes  on  film  theaters  and  other 
amusement  enterprises  have  gone 
into  effect.  The  Treasurer  of  Puerto 
Rico  recently  said  that  some  exhibi- 
tors   have    unduly    increased    their 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Increased  labor  costs  in  1942  hiked 
the  costs  of  Hollywood  motion  pic- 
ture production  to  $198,500,000,  an 
increase  of  $12,500,000  over  the  1941 
total,  it  is  reported  by  the  1943 
Film  Daily  Year  Book,  just  pub- 
lished. At  the  same  time,  number 
of  features  produced  by  the  major 
film  companies  decreased  three,  to  a 
total  of  376. 

Volume  estimates  1942  labor  costs  I 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


How  to  Keep  Houses  Open 
In  Face  of  War's  Problems 
To  be  Principal  Subject 


The  big  problem  of  how  to  keep 
the  theaters  operating  in  the  face 
of  problems  arising  from  the  war  is 
expected  to  be  the  chief  topic  for 
discussion  by  the  MPTOA  board  of 
directors  at  its  meeting  in  New 
York  May  4-5. 

The  impending  shortage  of  prod- 
uct, shortage  of  prints  and  the 
dwindling  manpower  for  theaters, 
plus  the  matter  of  fuel,  film  deliv- 
ery and  taxes,  appear  to  be  of  para- 
mount importance  to  the  MPTOA 
chiefs.      The    issues    of   film    rentals, 

( l  ontinued  on   /'age  3) 


■IS  Bomber  Pledged 
By  Para.  Employes 


Paramount's  home  office  employes 
and  executives  yesterday  pledged 
the  purchase  of  a  B-25  bomber  of 
the  type  in  which  Major  General 
Jimmy  Doolittle  led  the  attack  on 
Tokyo  a  year  ago.  The  pledge  was 
made   at  a    Second  War  Loan   i-ally 

(Continued  on    Page   8) 


Launch  Move  to  Organize 
All  Lab.  Workers  in  East 


Motion  Picture  Laboratory  Tech- 
nicians Union,  Local  702,  IATSE, 
is  marshalling  its  forces  for  an  in- 
tensive drive  to  organize  the  lab- 
oratory field   in   the   East  on   a   100 

(Continued   on    Paqc   8) 


Mass.  Drive-In  Biz 
Holds  at  1942  Level 

Springfield,  Mass. — Riverside  Park- 
In  Theater  has  taken  the  cap  off  the 
outdoor  motion  picture  season  in 
this  section.  Despite  gas  and  tire 
rationing,  inclement  weather,  an  in- 
crease from  40  to  50  cents  in  price 
and  the  number  of  young  men  who 
have  left  for  the  armed  services, 
business  at  the  Park-In  is  holding 
steadily   to    1942  figures. 


I    HELP  AVENGE  THE  JAP  MURDER  OF  DOOLMTTLE'S  HEROIC  FLYERS — BUY  WAR  BONDS  TODAY 
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Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.     Ind.    pfd. 

East.      Kodak      1 

do     pfd 
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Loew's.    Inc 

Paramount      
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RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 
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20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 
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Warner    Bros 
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NEW    YORK 
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Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
1 

NEW  YORK 
Monogram  Picts.  .  .  . 
Radio-Keith    cvs.     .  .  . 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc. 
Universal    Picts 
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203/4 
56  y2 
24% 


20  V2       203/4     _|_       3/g 
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31/4 
9% 
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93/4 
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3%      
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17  -     % 


N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 69%     71% 


Wyo.  Exhibitor  Killed 
As  His  Plane  Crashes 


Newcastle,  Wyo. — O.  S.  Cleveland, 
55,  owner  of  the  Castle  Theatre, 
was  killer]  when  his  plane  crashed 
into  a  grain  elevator.  His  widow 
expects  to  continue  operating'  the 
theater. 


"Lady  of  Burlesque"  Set 
In  21  Loew  Key  Cities 


Hunt  Stromberg's  first  United  Ar- 
tists release,  "Lady  of  Burlesque," 
has  been  booked  for  early  May  en- 
gagements in  21  key  city  Loew  The- 
aters throughout  the  country,  Carl 
Leserman,  UA  general  sales  man- 
ager, announced  yesterday. 

Picture  will  be  the  feature  at- 
. taction  on  May  6  in  Loew  first-run 
I  heaters  in  Providence,  Rochester, 
Syracuse,  Dayton,  Cleveland,  Akron, 
Toledo,  Houston,  Louisville,  Harris- 
burg,  Reading,  Baltimore,  Norfolk 
and  Richmond. 

On  May  13  it  will  play  Loew  the- 
aters in  Atlanta  and  New  Orleans, 
and  a  week  later  in  Nashville,  Can- 
ton, Kansas  City  and  Wilmington. 
Picture  has  been  dated  for  May  27 
in    Indianapolis. 


Mono.  Arranges  for  Bank 
Loan  of  Around  $1,000,000 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  President  W.  Ray 
Johnston  and  Treasurer  George  D. 
Burrows  of  Monogram  have  com- 
pleted negotiations  for  a  new  bank 
credit,  to  be  participated  in  by  two 
Los  Angeles  banks — the  Security 
First  National  Bank  and  the  Cali- 
fornia Bank — and  one  New  York 
Bank,  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company. 

Bank  credit  will  be  revolving  in 
form  and  it  is  anticipated  that  bor- 
rowings under  this  credit  will,  in 
aggree'ate,  substantially,  or  exceed 
$1,000,000. 


Richard  Ford  Will  Head 
BLI  Non-Theatrical  Setup 

Richard  Ford,  formerly  in  charge 
of  the  films  division  of  the  British 
Library  of  Information,  New  York, 
has  been  transferred  to  Washing- 
ton where  he  will  head  the  non- 
theatrical  branches  of  the  Library. 
Offices  of  the  non-theatrical  divis- 
ion are  in  Washington,  New  York, 
Chicago,  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles. 


Tom  Terriss  to  Narrate 
For  Artkino-  Production 


Artkino  has  engaged  the  services 
of  Tom  Terriss  as  narrator  for  "The 
Polish  Patriot,"  three-reeler  soon  to 
be  released  in  this  country.  Terriss' 
voice  will  serve  in  the  place  of  the 
customary  subtitles.  The  experiment 
represents  a  departure  for  Artkino. 
"The  Polish  Patriot"  deals  with  the 
activities  of  Warsaw's  secret  under- 
ground   broadcasting   station. 


McMahon  Booking  for  Vista 

Milwaukee — Motion  Picture  Ser- 
vice Co.,  recently  formed  booking 
and  buying  organization,  has  added 
the  Vista  Theater,  Negaunee,  Mich., 
to  its  list  of  clients.  Company, 
headed  by  J.  J.  McMahon,  now  rep- 
resents Delft  Theaters,  Inc.,  Soo 
Amusement  Co.  and  the  Oak  and 
Cedar  Theaters,   Manistique,   Mich. 


N.  Y.  Para.  Opens  at  7  A.M. 
As  Attendance  Marks  Fall 


Paramount  Theater  on  Broadway 
is  opening  at  7  a.m.  to  accommodate 
the  crowds  which  have  been  forming 
lines  to  see  "China"  and  Harry 
James  and  his  orchestra.  A  new 
opening  day  record  was  chalked  up 
Wednesday  when  26,500  persons 
entered  the  theater,  topping  the  rec- 
ord held  by  "Star  Spangled  Rhythm" 
by  1,500. 

Yesterday's  attendance  was  ex- 
pected to  exceed  the  opening  day's. 
Mounted  police  aided  by  40  patrol- 
men handled  the  crowds  in  front  of 
the  theater,  the  crowd  numbering 
approximately  5,000  after  the  house 
was  filled  for  the  first  show.  The 
usher  staff  has  been  increased  from 
40  to  75. 


SAG  Collects  Penalty 
Checks  Totaling  $16,621 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Answering  charges  of 
the  Screen  Players'  Protective  com- 
mittee that  Columbia  used  American 
soldiers,  in  German  uniforms  in 
"Somewhere  in  Sahara,"  depriving 
professional  extras  of  work,  SAG 
issued  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  Guild  issued  wavers  to  Columbia 
and  collected  1,583  penalty  checks 
amounting  to  $16,621.50  on  behalf  of 
Class  B  members. 

The  committee  had  wired  its 
charges  to  Truman  Senate  commit- 
tee. 


COfflinC  and  GOIflG 


W.  R.  FRANK  has  returned  to  Minneapol 
from  Hollywood  after  conferences  on  productior 
plans  for  "Dr.  Paul  Joseph  Goebbels,  His  Lif< 
and  Loves."  He  will  hike  back  to  the  Coast  if 
a   couple  of  weeks. 

JACK  KIRKLAND  is  on  the  Coast  on  busines: 
having  to  do  with  his  play  about  Roger  Williams 

WILLIAM  CARGAN  and  BRENDA  JOYCE^ 
a  USO-Camp  Shows  tour  today  at  Camp  Cw  ' 
Augusta,  Ca.     They'll  be  going  until  May  1  *».■>' " 

LEE     BOWMAN     and     MARTHA    O'DRISCOU 

today  start  a  two-week  USO-Camp  Shows  tour  at 
Fort  Riley,  Kans. 

MARCY   McGUIRE   is  making  personal  appear- 
ances  at   Army,   Navy   and    Marine   posts   in   the  , 
San   Diego  area   under  USO  auspices. 

LYNN  BARI  and  ALLYN  JOSLYN  yesterday 
were  at  Camp  Roberts,  San  Miguel,  Cal.,  at  the 
start  of  their  two-week  USO-Camp  Shows  tour. 

E.  M.  LOEW,  circuit  operator,  is  in  New  York 
from    Boston. 

SOL  LESSER,  United  Artists  producer,  will 
leave  Hollywood  today  for  New  York  with  the 
final  print  of  "Stage  Door  Canteen,"  his  forth- 
coming  UA   release. 

JULES    LAPIDUS    arrives    in    Buffalo    today. 


Capt.  H.  E.  Knox  on  Coast 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY- 

Hollywood — Capt.  Harold  E.  Knox, 
Signal  Corps,  who  has  just  com- 
pleted a  course  at  the  General  Staff 
School  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  is  visit- , 
ing  C.  Merwin  Travis,  Who  is  Unit 
Chief  of  Motion  Pictures  and  General 
Photographic  Section  of  WPB.  Capt. 
Knox  was  formerly  assistant  to 
Travis,  when  Travis  was  president 
of  Pathe  Laboratories. 


You'll  find  it  in  the 


Film  Year  Book 


PRODUCTION. 
DISTRIBUTION. 
EXHIBITION. 

The  1943  Edition  now  being  distributed 
free  to  Film  Daily  subscribers,  will  answer 
practically  any  question  you  may  ask  about 
the  activities  in  any  of  these  branches  of  the 
motion  picture  industry. 


- 


■iday,  April  23,  1943 


™d% 


DAILY 


IPTOA  To  Consider 
•perational  Woes 

1  {Continued  from  Page   1) 

rcentage  pictures  and  related 
:  nations  are  of  little  importance 
the  theaters  can't  keep  operating 
e  to  other  causes,  the  directors 
nd. 

hile      recommendations      for 

anges   in   the   consent  decree   are 

pected   to   come  before   the   board 

id   be  given   serious  consideration, 

e  problem  of  continued  operation 

the  theaters  will  get  the   major 

tention,  according  to  present  plans. 

A  solution  to  the  problem  of  the 

:hibitors   operating   in  non-defense 

dustry  territories  also  is  expected 

be  attempted.    Because  the  retail 

isiness  in  those  areas  has  dropped 

new  lows,  theaters  are  suffering, 

is  said. 


merican  Business  Must 
Play  the  Game"— Clark 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
an  Arnold  as  assistant  Attorney 
jneral,  declared  last  night  in  an 
dress  before  the  American  Busi- 
ss  Congress  and  broadcast  via 
3S. 

Clark  did  not  refer  to  the  motion 
cture  industry,  even  though  his 
edecessor  was  deeply  interested  in 
m  affairs.  He  said  that  there 
ould  be  no  "witch-hunting,  no  up- 
oting  of  American  customs  or 
aditions,  but  there  will  be  prac- 
]:al,  swift,  hard-hitting  law  en- 
Ircement." 


eorge  Blaisdell.  75.  Dies 

est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  will 
held  tomorrow  for  George  Blais- 
sll,  75,  veteran  film  trade  paper 
itor  and  writer,  who  died  of  heart 
tack. 


APRIL  23 

Frank  Borzage  Edward  J.  Smith,  Jr. 

George  P.  Skouras  Harry  H.  Thomas 

Shirley  Temple  H.  C.  Knox 

Simone  Simon  Dr.  Albert  Coates 

APRIL  24 

Melville  Baker  Phil  Fox 

Edward    Rosenbaum 

APRIL  25 

Abe  Schneider  Jack  Schaindlin 

M.  Mitchell  Gertz  Rose  McManus 

Florence  Warman 


Pre-Easter  Doings: 

•  •  •  ONE  of  the  finest  of  all  the  wartime  shorts,  Warners' 
"Eagles  of  the  Navy."  in  glittering  Technicolor,  was  screened  yesterday 

afternoon  in  company's  h.o.  for  Ye  Trade   Press Mister  Exhibitor, 

here's  your  dish And  aside  from  being  a  distinguished  and  enter- 
taining spectacle,  you  will  be  helping,  by  giving  it  maximum  playing 
time,  to  recTuit  airmen  well  qualified  to  pay  Tojo  &  Co.  some  vicious 
(and  deserved)   visits   for  their  horrifying  brutality  in   putting  to   death 

some   of  the  brave   lads   who   stormed  Tokyo   from   the  sky After 

the   screening,    the   WB   cohorts   held   a   reception   in   the   Yacht   Room 

of   the   Hotel   Astor Present   were   WB's    Arthur    Sachson,   Norman 

Moray,  Don  Carl  Gillette,  Abe  Kronenberg,  et  al,  together  with  Lieut. 
Commanders  Albert  Rice,  Thomas  Morse,  James  Boyd,  E.  T.  Thomas, 
Kenneth  Salisbury,  E.  Ludlum,  and  Lieut.  lames  Taylor Comman- 
der Rice  presided  at  the  showing,  flecked  by  several  dramatic  speeches 
by  Navy  lads  who  have  been  in  the  thick  of  the  fighting  on  various 
fronts 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  FIRST  week  ticket  sales  for  the  big  benefit  Greek  War 
Relief  Slww,  to  be  held  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden  on  the  night  of  May 
18,  have  reached  $25,000,  Executive  Director  George   Woolf  clarioned 

yesterday Quota  for  this  film  industry  sponsored  event  is  $100,- 

000,  to  be  used  for  immediate  shipment  of  food  to  the  starving 
Greeks International  Red  Cross  in  Geneva  is  handling  the  dis- 
tribution. .  .  9  E.  M.  Loew,  solon  of  the  big  chain  which  bears  his 
name,  is  in  town  (Hotel  Astor)  for  the  first  anniversary  of  our  local 
ace  nite  club,  The  Latin  Quarter,  which  he  owns.  .  .  9  Van  Nomi- 
kos,  Allied  vice-prexy,  has  been  named  chairman  of  the  house  com- 
mittee of  the  Chicago  Variety  Club,  succeeding  Henri  Elman.  .  .  9  On 
Easter  Sunday  from  noon  to  midnight,  Loew's  State's  indoor  Victory 
Vegetable  Garden  will  be  given  a  formal  preview  in  the  theater's 
lobby A  white  picket  fence  is  being  built  around  the  garden- 
probably  to  keep  neighboring  farmer  Bob  (Paramount)  Weitman's 
jitterbugs  off  the  plants.  .  .  •  Steve  Panora,  Willimantic  and  Staf- 
ford Spas.,  Conn.,  exhibitor,  is  recuperating  from  pneumonia  in  Staf- 
ford Spas.  Hospital.  .  .  9  Kansas  City  flashes  that  yes'day  Ben  Kal- 
menson,  WB's  general  sales  mgr.,  and  Roy  Haines,  southern  and  west- 
ern division  mgr.,  conferred  there  yestreday  with  local  Branch  Mgr. 
Russell  Borg  and  other  sales  personnel  in   the  territory 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE    OUR    GALLANT,    MARTYRED    FLIERS AND 

AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Albany  V.  C.  Will  Fete 
O'Donnell  and  Harris 


Albany — Bob  O'Donnell  and  John 
Harris  will  address  the  Variety  Tent 
here  May  17  at  a  special  dinner.  C. 
J.  Latta,  chief  barker  of  the  local 
tent,  hopes  to  have  every  exhib. 
within  striking  distance  of  the  city 
on  hand  for  the  affair,  scheduled  for 
noon  in  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel,  home 
of  Variety  quarters  here. 

Jimmy  (Ripper)  .Collins,  manager 
of  the  Albany  Eastern  League  club 
and  a  former  member  of  the  Gas- 
house  gang,  is  the  next  guest  speaker 
of  the  local  tent.  Collins,  a  Variety 
member  himself  with  a  card  from 
Pittsburgh  Tent  No.  1,  will  outline 
prospects  for  the  1943  season.  The 
Ripper    and    his    wife,    nee    Jeanne 


WAC  Publicity  Division 
Gives  Two  to  Uncle  Sam 


WAR  SERVICE 

. .  .on  the  Film  Front 


Expanding  on  an  idea  launched  by  Phil 
Engel,  Warners'  field  rep.  for  the  New  Eng- 
land territory,  theaters  throughout  that 
section  are  conducting  drives  to  collect 
wearing  apparel,  toys  and  other  useful 
articles  for  the  children  of  men  in  military 
service.  Movement  also  is  expected  to 
spread  nationally. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Chicago — B  &  K  employes  contributed 
more  than  $6,000  in  payroll  pledges  to  the 
Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive  and  the  circuit 
added  $7,500  more  as  a  company  contribu- 
tion. Nearly  80  per  cent  of  the  employes 
agreed  to  give  a  day's  pay. 
.  .  .  — V..  .— 

Chicago — One  hundred  and  eleven  B  &  K 
employes,  have  donated  to  the  Red  Cross 
blood  bank.  Abe  Piatt,  who  tops  the  list 
with  five  contributions,  is  readying  for  the 
sixth. 

.  .  .  — V.  .  .— 

Chicago — B  &  K  Girl  Employes  Club  has 
knitted  98  sweaters,  15  shawls,  18  helmets, 
17  pairs  of  knitted  sox,  10  scarfs  and  10 
knit  suits  for  boys  in  the  service. 


Excise  Tax  Increase 
Affects  P.  R.  Theaters 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
scales    but    operators    contend    that 
they  are  paying  higher  wages  as  a 
result  of  recent  strikes. 


Maurice  Druker,  WAC  Public  Re- 
lations Chairman  for  the  Memphis 
territory,  is  now  in  the  Army.  Todd 
Ferguson  of  M-G-M  replaces  him. 
In  Washington,  Dan  Terrell,  city 
publicity  chairman,  is  off  to  foreign 
shores  for  the  WOI.  Area  Chairman 
Frank  LaFalce  has  named  Hardie 
Meakin,  RKO  Keith's,  to  bat  for 
Terrell. 


Houser,  appeared  in  some  RKO  pic- 
tures when  he  was  on  the  Coast  a 
few  years  ago. 

Neil  Hellman,  who  operates  the 
Paramount  and  Royal,  Albany  and 
Palace,  Troy,  is  guest  speaker  at 
the  Collins  dinner  next  Monday. 


Mersereau  Fights  Shingles 

Charles  Mersereau,  New  York  ad- 
vertising rep.  of  Jay  Emanuel  Pub- 
lications, who  has  been  convalescing 
from  the  flu,  is  now  facing  prolonged 
confinement  to  his  home  due  to  an 
attack  of  the  shingles. 


Tompras  Rites  in  St  Louis 

St.  Louis — -Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  George  A.  Tompras,  65, 
pioneer  film  theater  owner  and  op- 
erator. 


STORKS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Pvt.  Alan  Ladd  and 
his  wife,  Sue  Carol,  are  parents  of  a 
girl  weighing  one  ounce  shy  of  nine 
pounds. 

Seattle,  Wash. — A  son  was  born 
to  Lt.  and  Mrs.  Walter  West,  but 
Lt.  West  won't  know  about  it  for 
some  time,  as  he  is  in  North  Africa. 
He  was  in  the  accounting  depart- 
ment of  Sterling  Theaters  before  go- 
ing into  service. 


Seattle,  Wash. — Lt.  Ed  Blackman, 
AAF,  former  doorman  at  the  Co- 
lonial, is  the  father  of  a  son.  Lt. 
Blackman  is  now  stationed  at  a 
Southern  airfield. 
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RKO  and  Selznick 
In  Talent  Pool  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tions  will  share  the  services  of  four 
personalities  who  are  considered 
among  the  most  promising.  Players 
involved  are  Gordon  Oliver,  recent- 
ly signed  by  Selznick  to  an  actor- 
director  contact;  Robert  Anderson, 
lifted  by  RKO  from  radio;  Kim 
Hunter,  a  Selznick  discovery,  and 
Gregory  Peck,  a  Broadway  actor 
signed  by  RKO. 

Commenting  on  the  arrangement, 
Charles  Koerner,  RKO's  production 
chief,  said  the  agreement  was  made 
in  the  spirit  of  co-operation  "which 
is  so  essential  to  the  industry  in 
these  times."  He  added  that  "we 
in  RKO  feel  fortunate  in  joining 
with  Selznick"  in  the  deal. 


Tearsheets  of  Bond  Ads 
Wanted  by  Treasury  Dept. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
in  War  Bond  sales  by  using  "hitch- 
hike" copy  in  their  newspaper  ad- 
vertising. The  Public  Relations  Di- 
vision of  War  Activities  Committee 
has  been  requested  to  collect  as 
quickly  as  possible  tearsheets,  clip- 
pings and  proofs  of  theater  ads  car- 
rying War  Bond  plugs. 

All  theaters  are  asked  to  rush 
their  examples  of  Bond  advertising 
to  the  PRD  of  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee, 1501  Broadway,  N.  Y.  C. 


Rialto,  Denver,  Drops 
Newsreels  for  lst-Runs 


Denver — The  Rialto,  a  Fox  house, 
reverts  to  its  former  first-run  policy 
after  several  months  as  a  newsreel 
theater.  The  house  was  changed 
to  the  newsreel  policy  at  the  same 
time  the  Telenews  came  here  and 
took  over  the  Senate,  changing  its 
name  to  the  Telenews,  and  with  a 
newsreel  policy.  In  the  deal  Fox 
acquires  a  partnership  in  the  Tele- 
news, with  the  Telenews  corporation 
retaining  the  management.  The 
Rialto  will  show  carryover  films, 
mainly  those  that  have  already 
shown  at  the  Denver,  Esquire  and 
Aladdin. 


Interstate  Proves 
Interim  Santa  Claus 

Houston — Interstate  Theaters  are 
co-operating  with  the  newly-estab- 
lished "Toy  Lending  Library,"  spon- 
sored by  the  Harris  County  Associa- 
tion for  Childhood  Education,  by 
holding  special  shows  at  10  a.m. 
today.  Proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  tickets  will  go  toward  purchase 
of  paints,  lumber  and  other  materials 
for  construction  of  new  toys,  and 
repairs  to  old  ones.  Several  work- 
shops will  be  utilized  during  the 
Summer  months  by  adolescent  boys 
and   girls. 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

MAJ.  FRANCIS  A.  SMITH,  son  of  John  M.  Smith, 
Port  Deposit,  Md.  theater  operator,  Dis- 
tinguished Flying  Cross. 

*  TO  OFFICERS~SCHOOLS  * 

EDDIE  ARTHUR,  F  &  M-St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.,  asst.  general  manager,  Volunteer  Offi- 
cers  Corps,   Jefferson   Barracks,   Me. 

*  ARMY  * 

DANNY  O'TOOLE,  Strand,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
WILLIAM    BEST,    Hippodrome,    Richmond. 
WILLIAM     MEREDITH,     Hippodrome,     Richmond. 
JAMES  JOHNSON,   Clobe,   Richmond. 
HAROLD   GROTT,    Met,    Baltimore. 
WILLIAM   MOORE,  Edgewood,  Baltimore. 


STANTON  WEINSTEIN,  Warner  shipper,  Phila- 
delphia. 

RICHARD  LEROY  ADAMS,   Boyd,  Allentown,   Pa. 

FRED  KOEPP,   projectionist,   Ritz,  Albany. 

FRANK  RICK'ETSON,  III,  son  of  Frank  H.  Ricket- 
son,  Jr.,  president,  Fox  Intermountain  The- 
aters, Denver. 

JACK  KINGSLEY,  Warner  publicity  staff,  New 
York. 

*  NAVY  * 

JOHN  TOBIA,  State,  Harrisburg. 
LOUIS  ROMAN,  projectionist,  Grand,  Albany. 
—  •  — 


*  WAACS  * 


SHIRLEY    HELMAN,    M-G-M    bookers    secretary, 
Washington. 


International  Press 
Preview  for  'Moscow' 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

nounced  last  night  by  Felix  Cot- 
ten,  NPC  prexy,  who  said  that  the 
audience  would  embrace  the  full 
membership  of  the  National  Press 
Club,  the  White  House  Correspon- 
dents body,  Women's  Press  Club, 
Congressional  Press  Gallery,  all 
members  of  the  foreign  press,  na- 
tional and  international  radio  com- 
mentators, heads  of  syndicate  bu- 
reaus, editors,  special  writers,  edi- 
torial writers,  magazine  representa- 
tives and  leading  newspapermen 
from  the  capitals  and  key  cities. 

The  Earle  will  be  closed  to  the 
public  for  the  entire  day.  Warners 
will  use  full-page  advertisements  in 
local  dailies  the  day  preceding  the 
preview  to  herald  it. 

The'  picture  will  be  shown  at  two 
performances,  timed  for  the  con- 
venience of  some  4,000  newspaper- 
men on  varying  hours  of  assignment, 
thus  making  it  the  most  important 
turnout  of  the  Fourth  Estate  in  the 
capital  for  an  event  of  this  kind. 

National  Press  Club  will  restrict 
admission  to  the  invited  members 
of  the  press,  and  credentials  will  be 
required  at  the  door,  according  to 
arrangements  set  up  by  Cotten  and 
Harry  Acton  of  the  Press  Club's 
board  of  governors. 


Eddie  Cantor  Emcee  at  V.C. 
Dinner  Honoring  O'Donnell 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  will  be 
master  of  ceremonies  at  a  Variety 
Club  dinner  April  26  honoring  Bob 
O'Donnell,  new  national  chief  barker. 
Another  honored  guest  will  be  John 
Harris,  the  Club's  life-time  national 
big  boss. 

Special  guest  speaker  will  be  Lt. 
Commander  Finegold  of  the  Navy, 
who  will  outline  plans  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  operation  of  a  prema- 
ture birth  station  in  Los  Angeles. 
He  was  a  noted  pediatrician  in  pri- 
vate practice  and  the  Navy  has  sta- 
tioned him  here  so  he  can  devote 
some  time  to  this  project  in  addi- 
tion to  his  regular  naval  duties. 


Para.  Adding  Three 
New  Shorts  Series 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gram.  They  include  two  new  car- 
toon subjects — "Little  Lulu,"  eight 
in  number,  based  on  Marge's  well 
known  character  appearing  in  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post;  a  Novel- 
toon  series  of  eight  and  six  two- 
reel  musicals.  All  cartoons  will  be 
in  color.  There  will  be  eight  Pop- 
eye  subjects  and  six  George  Pal 
Puppetoons. 

Other  program  subjects  will  in- 
clude six  Popular  Science  shorts  in 
Magnacolor,  six  Unusual  Occupa- 
tions subjects  in  Magnacolor,  six  in 
the  Speaking  of  Animals  series  and 
10   Grantland   Rice   Sportlights. 

"Proof  that  quality  short  subjects 
have  been  gaining  in  prominence," 
Morgan  said,  "is  evidenced  in  the 
extra  time  and  attention  given  to 
the  screening  of  shorts  by  bookers, 
especially  large  circuit  buyers.  The 
war  has  played  a  big  part  in  cre- 
ating this  short  subject  conscious- 
ness by  the  large  number  of  OWI 
documentary  films  and  other  Gov- 
ernment agency  subjects  being  re- 
leased  to  theaters   everywhere." 

Morgan  said  that  Paramount  had 
increased  its  short  subjects  budget 
in  order  to  meet  the  increasing  de- 
mand for  shorts  of  a  higher  enter- 
tainment content  and  color.  Geared 
to  the  swiftly  changing  tempo  of 
the  times,  Morgan  said,  Paramount 
News  will  continue  to  bring  to  the 
screen,  twice  weekly,  all  the  news 
of  the  world  where  it  happens.  A 
skilled  staff  under  the  direction  of 
A.  J.  Richard  assures  expert  editor- 
ialy  treatment,  he  added. 


MOI  Short  Arrives 

British  Information  Services  has 
received  the  British  Ministry  of 
Information's  "Lift  Your  Head, 
Comrade,"  for  distribution  in  this 
country.  The  short  tells  the  story 
of  the  labor  battalion  of  German 
and  Austrian  anti-Fascists  who  es- 
caped to  England  to  serve  in  the 
British  Army. 


HOLLYWOOD 
DIGEST 


ASSIGNMENTS 

RUDOLPH   FELD,   art   director,   "Strange   Music, 

Ripley-Monter  for  PRC. 
ALAN  JAMES,  director,  "The  Law 

Monogram. 
NUNNALLY  JOHNSON,  adaptation,  "The  Keys, 

the  Kingdom,"  20rh-Fox. 
ALFRED  E.  GREEN,  director,  "Officers  Can' 

School,"    Columbia. 
SEYMOUR   FELIX,   dance   routines,    "Cover  Cirl, 

Columbia. 


range  Music,' 
Rides  Again,' 

Kev*  t 


CASTINGS 

BARBARA  BRITTON,  "The  Story  of  Di 
Wassell,"  Paramount;  ROBERT  STAMFORD,  "Th 
Clock  Struck  Twelve,"  Columbia;  WALTER  CAT 
LETT,  "Fired  Wife,"  Universal;  JEROME  CO 
WAN  and  PHYLLIS  BROOKS,  "Silver  Spurs,' 
Republic;  NAN  WYNN,  "Right  Guy,"  Columbia 
STUART  ERWIN,  Will  Rogers  biog.,  Warners 
DON  LOPER  and  MAXINE  BARRAT,  "Privat 
Miss  Jones,"  M-G-M;  ROBERT  LOWERY  am 
MANTAN  MORELAND,  "Revenge  of  th. 
Zombies,"  Monogram;  BUSTER  CRAB  BE,  "Tige  | 
Fangs,"    PRC. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

LAMAR      WARRICK'S     "Yesterday's     Children,' 

M-C-M. 
CASTING  WITHDRAWALS 
CONSTANCE    BENNETT,    from    "Hi    Diddle    Did 

die,"    Andrew    Stone-UA. 


Theaters'  Metals  Drive 
Yielded  1,164,727  Lbs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
duction  Board.  This  includes  cop- 
per drippings  and  strippings,  bui 
does  not  encompass  the  poundage 
netted  in  last  year's  general  sal- 
vage program. 

On  the  basis  of  field  reports,  it  h 
estimated  by  Arthur  Mayer,  WA( 
national  salvage  chairman,  tha 
more  tthan  4,000  theaters  stagec 
"copper,  brass  and  bronze  matinees,' 
playing  host  to  more  than  500,00( 
youngsters  whose  bundles  of  scraj 
entitled  them  to  free  tickets. 

The  WAC  was  lauded  by  Paul  C 
Cabot,  director  of  the  salvage  di 
vision  for  the  WPB,  for  its  co-op 
eration  with  the  exhibitors  in  mak 
ing  the  copper  drive  a  success. 

Mayer  announced  that  the  cam 
paign  would  continue. 


Alfred  H.  Hall  Dies 

West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILW 

Hollywood— Alfred  Henry  Hall,  63 

veteran    character    actor,    is    dea< 

here  of  a  heart  attack. 


Business  Gals  Get  Up 
For  'Early  Bird9  Show 

Des  Moines,  la. — The  breakfast 
matinee  set  up  for  war  workers  at 
the  Des  Moines  Theater  turned  out 
to  be  a  special  for  the  business  girls. 
The  show  started  at  6:30  a.m.  and 
because  many  of  the  girls  do  not  re- 
port until  9  or  9:30  a.m.  for  work 
it   attracted   many   from    this  group. 

The  first  early  morning  show 
brought  in  more  than  750  customers, 
with  free  doughnuts  and  rolls  with 
coffee  served  with  the  regular  admis- 
sion  price. 
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Publicized  every  day  in  newspaper 
and  on  radio-headed  by  an  enthu- 
siastic endorsement  from  Walter 
Winched,  who  recommended  it  to  < 
his  millions  of  radio  listeners  and 
to  his  millions  of  readers. 


•^; 


\w. 


THE  TREMENDOUS  PUBLI 


I 


MiMiinain*DiMSi 


IT'S  THE  FIRST  GREAT  WAR  P 
BEHIND  THE  LINES  AS  WELL  i{ 
...SHOWS  HOW  HITLER  TRII 


>;* 


*y 


uore  wan  wy  * 

network  have  u^mm 


Co*sr- 


^eners 


to  see  *7he 


Nextoffr 


of 


V 


B*» 


?±*A 


' v  :'*K 


«**;< 


is* 


I 


-*?     :  V 


ITER  IS  FRONT  PAGE  NEWS. 
URE  SHOWING  THE  BATTLE 
THE  BATTLE  IN  THE  LINES 


m 


OUR  SECRETS.^ 


•  •.  mm 


.*«■  • 


Pitch  in!  Help  Uncle 


j«-_. 


- '  $§//'  -     UNIVERSAL  PICTURES 


DULY 


Friday,  April  23,  194 


Labor  Costs  Tills 
Studio  Budgets 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
at  $157,300,000  compared  with  $143,- 
000,000  in  1942,  the  $14,300,000  in- 
crease indicating  that  costs,  other 
than  labor  were  decreased  during 
the  year  by  $1,800,000.  Number  of 
people  employed  in  1942  was  30,000 
—1,000  fewer  than  in   1941. 

Hollywood  studio  investment  now 
is  $126,000,000,  a  rise  of  $1,000,000 
over  1942. 


REVIEWS 
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Para.  Employes  Pledge 
Purchase  of  B-25  Bomber 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Para- 
mount Pep   Club.     This  is  in  addi- 
tion   to   the   Flying   Fortress   which 
the  company  will  buy. 

More  than  400  employes  attended 
the  meeting.  With  the  slogan  "Buy 
a  Bond  for  Each  of  the  200  Para- 
mount Home  Office  Boys  and  Girls 
in  the  Fighting  Forces,"  John  W. 
Hicks,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
the  foreign  department,  keynoted 
the  rally.  Other  speakers  included 
Frank  Mitchell,  chief  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department's  War  Speakers 
Bureau;  Boatswain's  Mate  First 
Class  Warren  Chapman,  survivor  of 
three  sinkings,  and  Jean  Sincere  of 
the  cast  of  "Arsenic  and  Old  Lace," 
representing  the  American  Theater 
Wing  Speakers  Bureau. 

Herman  Lorber,  Pep  Club  presi- 
dent, was  chairman.  Irving  Singer, 
captain  of  the  Paramount  Bond 
drive,  unveiled  a  "war  bond  baro- 
meter," featuring  a  hanged  effigy 
of  Hitler.  Purchases  of  small  de- 
nomination Bonds  by  employes  in 
the  lower  brackets,  have  risen  to  a 
new  high  level  during  the  April 
drive,  it  was  reported. 


"College  Capers,"  War  Casualty 

Houston,  Tex. — "College  Capers," 
Interstate's  revue  with  a  cast  of 
undergraduates,  has  been  called  off 
for  the  duration  by  circuit  ex- 
ecutives. Eight  southwestern  col- 
leges were  represented  in  the  1942 
version. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


OTIS   B.    KYGER,   manager,   Capitol,   York,    Pa. 

LOUISE    LONCSTREET,    cashier,    Ritz,   Albany. 

VERN    PARTON,    Warner   publicity   staff,    Holly- 
wood. 

EDDIE    BRAUER,    salesman,    Republic,   Cleveland. 

DICK     FULHAM,    salesman,     Monogram,    Denver. 

CHUCK    FLOWER,    manager,    Rustic,    Estes    Park, 
Colo. 

BILL   HART,   manager,   Rex,  Brighton,   Colo. 

OTIS    ROCKHOLD,    assistant    manager,    Florence 
and  Circle,  Seattle. 

PECCY     MAHONEY,     Universal     publicity    staff, 
New  York. 


"They  Came  to  Blow 
Up  America" 

with  George  Sanders 
20th-Fox  73  Mins. 

MELODRAMA  DEALING  WITH  NAZI 
SABOTAGE  PROCEDURE  MAKES  A 
HIGHLY   EXPLOITABLE   FILM. 

The  sensational  sabotage  trial  of  last 
year  which  resulted  in  the  execution  of  all 
but  two  of  the  enemy  destructionists 
landed  on  Long  Island  and  Florida  beaches 
from  Nazi  U-boats  supplied  the  inspira- 
tion for  "They  Came  to  Blow  Up  America." 
Around  that  news  story  20rh-Fox  has 
woven  a  melodrama  that  should  serve  as  a 
strong  companion  piece  for  dual  bills. 
Exhibitors  ought  to  profit  handsomely  from 
the  fact  that  the  production  is  compounded 
of  material  that  is  highly  exploitable. 

Excitement  and  suspense  have  been  well 
worked  into  the  film.  The  story,  while  it 
holds  the  attention  closely,  is  not  always 
plausible.  It  presents  George  Sanders  as 
an  FBI  agent  of  German  extraction  who  is 
sent  to  Germany  to  get  information  on 
the  sabotage  school  operated  by  the  Nazis, 
who  are  planning  to  launch  a  wave  of  terror 
in  the  United  States.  Sanders  poses  as  a 
German  agent  who  has  been  ordered  to  the 
fatherland  to  attend  the  sabotage  school. 
It  should  be  explained  that  the  man  Sanders 
impersonates  has  been  killed  by  the  police, 
but  the  Nazis  don't  know  that.  Although 
Sanders  and  the  dead  man  are  totally  dis- 
similar in  appearance,  the  Germans  don't 
for  a  moment  get  wise  to  him.  That  is 
the  weakness  of  the  film.  Sanders'  iden- 
tity is  not  learned  until  the  dead  man's 
wife  (Anna  Sten)  pops  up.  The  American, 
one  of  the  group  of  saboteurs  sent  to  the 
United  States  aboard  a  U-boat,  escapes 
just  in  the  nick  of  time.  Anyone  who 
reads  the  news  columns  knows  the  rest 
of  the  story. 

The  Lee  Marcus  production  has  been 
tightly  directed  by  Edward  Ludwig  from  a 
screenplay  by  Aubrey  Wisberg  stemming 
from  a  yarn  by   Michel  Jacoby. 

Sanders  discharges  his  assignment  well. 
Of  the  supporting  cast  the  best  is  Ludwig 
Stossel  as  Sanders'  dad.  Of  the  others 
note  should  be  taken  of  Anna  Sten,  Ward 
Bond,  Dennis  Hoey,  Sig  Ruman,  Poldy  Dur. 
CAST:  George  Sanders,  Anna  Sten,  Ward 
Bond,  Dennis  Hoey,  Sig  Ruman,  Ludwig 
Stossel,  Robert  Barrat,  Poldy  Dur,  Ralph 
Byrd,  Elsa  Janssen,  Rex  Williams,  Charles 
McGraw,  Sven  Hugo  Borg,  Kurt  Katch, 
Otto  Reichow,  Andre  Chariot,  Arno  Frey, 
Sam  Wren,  Etta  McDaniel,  Peter  Michael, 
Dick  Hogan,  Lisa  Golm,  Wolfgang  Zilzer. 
CREDITS:  Producer,  Lee  Marcus,  Direc- 
tor, Edward  Ludwig;  Screenplay,  Aubrey 
Wisberg;  Based  on  story  by  Michel  Jacoby; 
Cameraman,  Lucien  Andriot;  Art  Directors, 
James  Basevi,  John  Ewing;  Film  Editor, 
Nick  De  Maggio;  Special  Effects,  Fred 
Sersen;  Musical  Score,  Hugo  W.  Fried- 
hofer;    Musical    Director,    Emil    Newman. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Launch  Move  to  Organize 
All  Lab.  Workers  in  East 


UA  Drive  Honors  Steam 

Charlotte — As  a  tribute  to  West- 
ern division  manager  Bert  M. 
Stearn,  local  UA  sales  forces  has 
inaugurated  a  "Bert  Stearn  playdate 
drive"  to  run  until  May  15.  Cash 
prizes  will  be  awarded. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

per  cent  basis.  That  the  local  was 
laying  plans  for  such  a  drive  was 
disclosed  yesterday  by  John  Franca- 
villa,  president  of  the  union. 

According  to  Francavilla,  the  go 
signal  will  be  flashed  as  soon  as  the 
signing  of  new  contracts  with  those 
laboratories  whose  old  pacts  expired 
this  year  has  been  completed.  The 
local  will  direct  its  fire  at  the  smal- 
ler establishments  since  all  the 
larger  laboratories  already  are  in 
the  fold.  In  the  past  Local  702  has 
never  made  any  real  attempt  to 
bring  the  small  fellows  under  its 
jurisdiction,   it   is   understood. 

Pathe  is  the  only  laboratory  with 
which  the  union  has  yet  to  negotiate 
a  new  pact.  Preliminary  negotia- 
tions with  the  company  fell  through 
some  time  ago  when  both  sides  were 
unable  to  agree  on  the  terms  of  a 
new  contract.  A  new  attempt  to 
draw  up  an  agreement  acceptable 
to  the  union  and  the  management 
will  be  made  as  soon  as  contracts 
are  signed  with  Paramount  News 
and  Film  Service  Laboratory.  Both 
contracts  are  expected  to  be  signed 
next  week.  Negotiations  with  the 
two  labs,  were  completed  during  the 
past  week. 

The  union's  new  pact  with  DuArt 
was  submitted  to  the  War  Labor 
Board  yesterday  for  approval  of  a 
clause  calling  for  a  wage  increase 
of  10  per  cent  for  workers  making 
less  than  $50  per  week  and  five  per 
cent  for  those  earning  above  that. 


Educators  Organize 
Film  Library  Ass'n 


if 


Concord  Aldermen  Stall 
On  Sunday  Film  Matinees 

Concord,  N.  H.— Board  of  Alder- 
men will  leave  the  question  of  Sun- 
day film  matinees  to  a  referendum 
in  the  city  election  next  Fall. 

Meanwhile,  in  Rochester,  ballots 
were  published  in  local  newspapers, 
in  accordance  with  action  of  the 
City  Council.  Citizens  were  asked 
to  mark  the  ballots  in  the  "Yes"  or 
"No"  spaces,  sign  their  names  and 
return  them  to  the  city  clerk.  The 
ballots  carried  the  name  of  Mayor 
Walter  H.  Wood  and  asked:  "Do 
you  approve  of  an  amendment  to  the 
city  ordinances  to  permit  motion 
pictures  and  theatricals  in  Roches- 
ter earlier  than  6  p.m.,  but  not 
earlier  than  2  p.m.,  on  the  Lord's 
Day?"  Unsigned  ballots  are  not 
to  be  counted  in  the  poll. 


Branch  to  Honor  Seed 

Harry  Seed,  recently  promoted 
by  Warners  from  the  Central  Dis- 
trict to  New  York  Metropolitan  dis- 
trict manager,  will  be  honored  by 
his  staff  with  a  Harry  Seed  Vita- 
phone  Week,  May  2-8.  Event  will 
be  launched  with  party  in  about  10 
days  and  will  be  one  of  the  wind-up 
features  of  the  current  Warner 
Drive  of  Champions,  which  ends 
May  8. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ciation,  and  Donald  Slesinger,  d 
rector  of  the  American  Film  Cente 
will  serve  as  Acting  Administratis 
Director. 

The  original  committee  from  whic 
the  association  grew  has,  duri; 
last  year,  assisted  the  Gover! 
in  the  distribution  of  war  films~ar 
it  will  continue  to  act  as  liaison  b 
tween  educational  film  libraries  ai 
Government  agencies  producin 
films. 

Other  activities  projected  by  tl 
organization  are  the  maintenance 
a  central  reference  service,  a  clea 
ing  house  for  films  and  other  audi 
visual  aids,  a  center  for  the  exchani 
of  experience  in  the  administrati 
of  audio-visual  programs  and 
preparation  of  bibliographies,  boo 
and  pamphlets. 

A  year  of  consultation  and 
joint  activity  of  committee  represei 
ing  122  educational  institutions  p: 
ceded  the  formation  of  the  perms 
ent  organization.  The  associatio: 
chairman  is  L.  C.  Larson  of  India 
University. 

Among  the  institutional  members  of 
association  are  such  universities  as  Alaba 
Brigham  Young,  Colorado,  Connectii 
Georgia,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentui 
Nebraska,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  _  O 
horaa,  Rochester,  South  Carolina,  Virg 
and  West  Virginia ;  such  colleges  as  Si 
Teachers  College,  Fredonia,  New  York,  So1 
west  Missouri  State  Teachers  College,  W 
ern  Illinois  State  Teachers  College,  Ii 
State  College,  Central  Washington  College 
Education,  Pennsylvania  College  for  Wore 
Fort  Hays  Kansas  State  College,  and  No 
Dakota  Agricultural  College;  state  educatio 
departments  such  as  the  Ohio  State  Dep; 
ment  of  Education  and  the  State  Departra 
of  Education,  Louisiana;  city  school  systf 
of  Chicago,  Los  Angeles  and  Newark ; 
public  libraries  of  Charlottesville,  Clevela 
Milwaukee  and  New  York  City;  and  museu 
such  as  the  New  Jersey  State  Museum 
the  Museum  of  New  Mexico.  The  first  in 
national  member  was  the  National  Film 
ciety    of    Canada. 

On  the  Board  of  Directors,  elected  to  se^ 
until  the  first  annual  meeting,  are  the  folli 
ing:  L.  C.  Larson,  Indiana  University,  chjj 
man ;  Bruce  A.  Findlay,  Los  Angeles 
Schools,  vice-chairman;  R.  Russell  Mu 
Cleveland  Public  Library,  secretary;  B. 
Aughinbaugh  of  the  Ohio  State  Departrn  ] 
of  Education ;  Thomas  L.  Broadbent  J 
Brigham  Young  University;  James  S.  Kinl 
of  the  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women;  W 
garet  Kirk  of  the  Newark  City  Schools;  E. 
Kooser  of  Iowa  State  College;  and  Geo 
B.   Zehmer  of  the  University  of  Virginia. 


Tilt  Scale  for  New  Policy 
Bridgeport,   Conn.   —  The   Loc 

Poli-Globe  changes  from  second 
a  first-run  plan  as  of  today,  uppi 
admissions  from  33  to  40  cents. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  touch 


VERA    MORGAN,    cashier,    the    Circle,    Sea 
Wash.  I 

BERNICE  PIELE,  manager,  Jewel,  Denver. 
JULIA  APEL,  bookkeeper,  Granada,  Pittsbi 
MRS.  MARY  HALE,  manager,  Warners,  Mem 
MRS.  MABEL  STREHLAU,  manager,  Ohio,  To 

O. 
MRS.    ROBERT  COLLINS,   buyer-booker,  Lib 
Toledo,  O. 
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His  "Lucky  Jordan"  doubled  a 
Broadway  long-run  record — 


And  it's  hitting  a  149%- over- 
average  pace  everywhere  in 
M.  P.  Herald's  box- score. 


With  60,000  photo  requests 
from  a  single- column  ad. 


They  kiss  his  lobby  blow-ups 
— they  steal  his  lobby  stills- 


"That  man  has 

everything. 
You  can't  mail 

that  picture  too 
fast  to  suit  me." 

— Miss  P.  B.,  Detroit 


"He  has  more  appeal  than  any 
other  actor  in  Hollywood!" 

— Mrs.  D.  G.,  Altoona 


Skyrocketing  from   unknown  to 
top-ranking    male   starAin    10 
short 


They  say: — "You  thrill  me 
with  your  kissing. 
I  love  you  very  much." 

—Miss  D.  A.,  Phila. 


So  no  wonder  M.P. 
Herald  calls  him: 
"The  Greatest  Thing 

Since  Valentino!" 


„f  I** 
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Read  One  Showman's  Strange  Experience 


By  A  rthur  Mayer 

In  all  my  years  in  show 
business  I've  never  seen 
anything  like  the  goings- 
on  during  the  run  of 
"Lucky  Jordan"  at  my 
Rialto  Theatre. 

I  hrongs  of  women,  God  bless  'em,  crowd- 


ing my  usual  male  patrons  into  over- 
flowing lobbies  and  long  street  lines  .  .  . 
Young  women,  old  women,  fat,  thin,  and 
nondescript  ...  all  answering  to  the  call 
of  the  most  amazing  screen  phenomenon 
since  the  days  of  Valentino. 

Some  came  once — many  came  twice — 
quite  a  few,  a  third  time.  Our  chief  diffi- 
culty was  that  many  of  the  girls  refused 


to  go  home  and  remained  to  see  succes- 
sive shows 

Another  unusual  problem  was  stills.  We 
must  have  had  to  replace  Ladd's  photo 
about  forty  times  during  the  run.  The 
ladies  stole  them  every  chance  they  got. 
When  they  didn't  steal  them,  we  found 
lipstick  kisses  planted  all  over  themv 
.  .  .What  lassies! — What  a  Ladd! 


4nd  //oz< 

LADD  BLASTS  THE  JAPS 

FOR  WHAT  THEY 
DO  TO  WOMEN 


That  cold -as -steel  killer 
turns  the  heat  on  Hirohito 
— rippin'  into  those  rats 


C  with 


\  I  bullets,  gun  Bui 
and  bayonet— in 
the  first  BIG  pro- 
duction of  his  fabu- 
lous Paramount  career! 


Mi 


I 
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THEY'LL  KISS  IT  OR  STEAL  IT  WHEN  THEY  SEE 

ALAN  LADD  AND  20  GIRLS  TRAPPED  BY  NIPPON'S  WAR  HORDES 

IN  THIS  TERRIFIC  ACTION  SHOW— NOW  PLAYING  N.  Y.  PARAMOUNT 


Nothing  Could  be  Finah 

Than  the  Ad  Support 

for  "China" 


Reaches  35  million— in  color 
-in  "Look",  "Red  Book", 
' Cosmopolitan",  "Life", 
'American",  "True  Story", 
'Liberty",  15  Fan  Magazines 


Paramount 
First 

with  a  China 
story  that  "will 
start   a  cycle" 


Equipment 
Maintenance 


NEW  YORK,  FRIDAY,  APRIL  23,  1943 


*       *       *       * 


HEATER  INVESTMENTS,  PLANNIN6,JN  RISE 

lane  Mfrs.  Eye  Pie  Technician's  Experiments 


ad  of  Miniature  Dept. 
r  RKO  Radio  Hits  Upon 
lsa  Wood  Substitute 

/  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
(ollywood — Discovery  by  Tommy 
oiTipson,  veteran  head  of  RKO 
iio  Studio's  miniature  department, 
the  possibilities  of  lumarith  as-  a 
stitute  for  balsa  wood  is  being 
led  as  an  important  technical  de- 
jpment,  and  is  currently  receiving 
se  attention  from  aircraft  manu- 
turers. 
"hompson  gave  the  new  material, 

ch  has  a  high  tensile  strength  and 
water  and  fireproof,  a  practical 
out  in  the  building  of  half  a  doz- 
bombers  with  six-foot  wingspread 
"Bombardier."       He    discovered 

possibilities  of  lumarith  when  he 

■5  making  lucite  bridles  for  his  two 

w  horses,   through   experimenta- 

i  learned  that  it  could  be  molded 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


ireign-Made  Candy 
c  Stands'  Solace 


With  American  candy  plants  work- 
;    at  top    speed   to    supply    needs 

the  armed  forces,  concession  in- 
'ests  catering  to  the  demands  of 
'  aters,  and  even  the  latter  pur- 
ging directly  from  manufacturing 
trees,  are  looking  to  both  Mexico 
1  Cuba  to  make  up  deficiencies  in 
/rchandise.  Another  factor  limit- 
••  supply  to  theaters  is  the  huge 
!isumption  of  candy  by  war  work- 

.  Automatic  Canteen  Co.,  large 
iding  outfit,  has  had  to  recently 
jition"  bar  goods,  it  is  reported, 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


This  Is  the  Last  Straw 
In  the  Film  Famine 

Rochester— When  Will  H.  Hays 
visited  Eastman  Kodak's  big-wig, 
Thomas  J.  Hargrave,  for  a  press  con- 
ference here  the  other  day,  one  of 
the  news  photographers  wanted  a 
piece  of  movie  film  to  use  as  a  prop 
in  the  photograph  of  the  two  solons. 
,There  wasn't  one  in  the  Kodak 
office. 


Plain  Talk  About  Equipment 


By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 


Equipment  Editor  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 


JNDER  the  heading  "Technical  Progress," 
^  Will  H.  Hays,  in  his  21st  annual  report 
to  MPPDA,  gave  concise  and  encouraging 
insight  into  what  is,  and  what  will  be,  to 
continue  the  effectiveness  and  advancement 
of  motion  pictures  as  a  science.  We  quote: 
"In  the  electronic  field,  it  is  impossible  to 
divulge  the  details  of  most  of  the  engineer- 
ing research,  but  it  is  possible  to  anticipate 
that  the  work  now  being  done  for  the 
Government  in  this  field  will  have  an  im- 
portant effect  on  the  processes  of  sound- 
recording  after  the  war.  A  special  anti- 
reflective  treatment  has  been  developed, 
which  improves  camera  speed  and  makes 
projection  lenses  more  efficient  than  ever. 
Another  development  is  the  "button-on" 
recording  attachment  which  can  be  added 
to  any  standard  camera  as  simply  as  the 
camera's  own  magazine,  quickly  transforming 
a  silent  camera  into  a  single  film  recording 
system  capable  of  producing  studio  type 
sound  quality  for  dialogue  and  location 
recording." 

#         #         * 

CARDER  in  his  resume,  MPPDA's  chief 
*~  cited  other  vital  progress  being  cur- 
rently applied:  "Over  a  period  of  years,"  he 
declared,  "film  manufacturers  have  de- 
veloped various  fine  grain  35  mm.  films,  both 
positive  and  negative,  and  today  the  indus- 
try is  using  this  new  film  entirely  in  its 
production.  This  has  greatly  improved  the 
photographic  quality  of  the  images.  Some 
Hollywood  studios  today  are  using  16  mm. 
Kodachrome  film  to  make  location  shots, 
to  do  some  air  photography  and  to  produce 
some  shorts  fof  color  pictures.  This  16  mm. 
original  Kodachrome  film  is  then  optically 
blown  up  to  35  mm.  film  from  which  color 
release  prints  can  be  made.  Engineers 
in  Hollywood  have  developed  a  new  custom- 
built  high  speed  camera  car,  the  main  fea- 
ture of  which  is  its  capacity  to  accelerate 


from  a  standing  start  to  speed  of  45  miles 
per  hour  within  a  distance  of  500  ft.  and  to 
a  speed  of  80  miles  per  hour  in  900  ft. 


"  A  LARGE  share  of  the  program  of  the 
**  Eastman  Research  Laboratories  last 
year  was  devoted  to  military  and  naval  ap- 
plication of  photography.  Developments 
arising  from  this  research  may  well  con- 
tribute to  the  progress  of  the  industry 
after  the  war.  One  notable  achievement 
among  many  was  the  quantity  production  of 
aerial  lenses  made  with  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.'s  new  rare-element  glass.  Made  from 
tantalum,  tungsten  and  lanthanum,  this 
optical  glass  is  the  first  basic  discovery  in 
glass-making  in  55  years.  Because  it  has 
a  higher  refractive  index  than  previously 
available  optical  glass  of  the  same  dis- 
persion, the  new  glass  makes  possible  a 
lens  which  gives  greater  speed  without  loss 
of  definition  and  covering  power.  At  pres- 
ent, the  entire  output  of  rare-element  glass 
is  absorbed  by  military  needs. 
*         *         * 

"kyJETHODS  of  controlling  exposures 
'"'  while  in  flight  include  remote 
manual  control  and  photo-electric  control 
of  the  diaphragm.  Gyroscopic  mounts  for 
completely  automatic  cameras  have  been 
devised  so  that  the  camera  remains  vertical 
when  the  airplane  tilts  or  tips.  Excellent 
aerial  color  photos  have  been  secured  with 
new  materials  at  altitudes  up  to  30,000 
feet  and  the  problems  presented  by  atmos- 
pheric haze  at  these  high  altitudes  have 
been  largely  overcome.  Special  advances 
have  been  made  in  lenses  for  aerial  photog- 
raphy. They  include  short-focus  with  wide- 
angle  lenses,  very  long-focus  and  telephoto 
lenses,  high-aperture  lenses  of  fairly  long- 
focus,  and  lenses  of  extreme  precision  and 
definition." 


Fires  Are  Critical  Problem 

Held  To  Even  Exceed  Government  Estimate 


Downtown  Revamping 
Will  Cost  Some  60  G's 


Detroit — Reopening  of  the  former 
Downtown  Theater,  as  a  first-run 
house,  is  slated  in  about  six  weeks 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


That  theater  fires  during  the  past 
four  months  are  even  greater  in 
number  than  the  alarming  report  of 
OWI-WPB  indicated,  was  declared 
yesterday  by  authoritative  industry 
channels,  which  pointed  out  that 
numerous  conflagrations  regularly 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Exhibition's  Solidity 
Now  and  After  the  War 
Seen  as  Chief  Factor 


Two  trends  are  currently  taking 
shape  on  a  national  scale,  according 
to  dispatches  issuing  from  various 
parts  of  the  countiy,  indicating  both 
present  and  future  influence  on  the 
exhibition  field.  First  is  the  sharp 
upswing  in  theater  purchases  both 
as  a  matter  of  good  investment,  and 
a  fine  hedge  against  inflation.  Sec- 
ond is  the  pronounced  stepping-up  of 
retention  of  film  theater  architects 
by  both  circuits  and  individual  ex- 
hibitors with  the  latter  anxious  to 
have  plans  prepared  for  new  thea- 
ters to  be  erected  immediately  after 
the  war. 

One  of  the  revealing  aspects  of 
the  theater  purchasing  wave  is  the 
number  of  instances  of  such  buying 
by  individuals,  firms  and  syndicates 
having  no  previous  connection  with 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures. 
Responsible,  apparently,  for  this  sit- 

(Continucd  on  Page  15) 


Exhibitors  Proving 
Conservation-Minded 


L.  W.  Conrow,  Altec's  president, 
declared  yesterday  that  "a  serious 
and  whole-hearted  effort  is  being 
made  by  exhibitors  throughout  the 
nation  to  do  a  100  per  cent  effective 
job  of  conservation  of  war-needed 
materials,"  and,  in  support  of  this 
assertion,  he  cited  the  sharp  upcurve 
in  acceptance  of  the  Altec-origi- 
nated plan  for  repair-replacement 
parts  service  covering  projection  as 
well  as  sound  equipment. 

The  Conrow  testimony  was  strong- 

(Continued  on  Page   14) 


Circuit  Looks  Ahead 
To  Post-War  Building 

Honolulu  —  Consolidated  Amuse- 
ment Co.  plans  to  build  a  new  the- 
ater here  immediately  after  the  war, 
and  has  acquired  35,420  feet  of  land 
for  $50000.  Location  is  present  site 
of  Excelsior  Lodge,  IOOF,  at  Alapai 
and  Lunalilo  Sts. 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


THI' 


A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  field,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  General  Manager;  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  Editor;  George  H.  Morris,  Equipment 
Editor;  West  Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood 
Boulevard,  Hollywood,  Cal.,  Ralph  Wilk, 
Bureau    Chief. 

Frequency  of  Fires 
Menaces  Theater  Field 

(Continued   from    Page    13) 

take  place  in  the  nation  without  ever 
coming  to  notice  for  statistical  re- 
cording. Thus,  it  must  be  assumed 
logically  that  the  rate  of  rise  in  fires 
goes  beyond  the  Government's  revel- 
ation that  quadruple  the  number  took 
place  in  the  past  four  months  than 
occurred  in  the  previous  four  months, 
it  is  said. 

Sources  close  to  the  problem  _  of 
film  theater  equipment  conservation 
assert  that  a  vast  amount  of  invalu- 
able material  has  been  lost  through 
blazes  which  have,  in  addition  to 
other  destruction,  taken  a  toll  of 
booths  and  their  contents,  and,  there- 
fore, the  WPB  is  acting  wisely  in 
recommending  that  theatermen  ev- 
erywhere examine  and  enforce  the 
basic  nine  rules  enunciated  last 
Dec.  2. 

These  rules  are: 

1)  Pull  the  main  entrance  switch  at  con- 
clusion of  each  day's  operation, — one  employe 
should  be  delegated  to  this  task;  (2)  Do  not 
permit  an  accumulation  of  inflammable  rubbish 
in  store  rooms,  poster  rooms,  boiler  or  furnace 
rooms;  (3)  Appliance  cords  for  vacuum  clean- 
ers, work  lights  or  other  portable  apparatus 
should  be  inspected  daily  and,  if  found  defec- 
tive, should  be  repaired  immediately  (4) 
Smoking  in  projection  rooms  should  not  be 
permitted  under  any  circumstances;  (5)  At 
conclusion  of  each  day's  run,  all  films  should 
be  removed  from  projector  magazine  or  re- 
winder  and  placed  in  film  storage  cabinet,  and 
trailers  and  ad  films  should  never  be  left 
exposed  when  not  in  use;  (6)  Use  of  electric 
or  other  types  of  portable  heaters  should  be 
avoided  at  all  times  while  handling  film;  (7) 
Operation  of  porthole  shutters  should  be  fre- 
quently tested  to  see  that  shutters  slide  freely 
in  grooves;  entire  porthole  shutter  system 
should  be  properly  fused  to  insure  that  shut- 
ters close  instantaneously  in  case  of  fire;  (8) 
Have  local  fire  officials  make  regular  inspec- 
tions of  theater  from  roof  to  basement;  their 
recommendations  for  fire  prevention  should  be 
followed  implicitly;  and  (9)  Faulty  electric 
contacts  and  switchboard  connections  are  re- 
sponsible for  majority  of  theater  fires;  entire 
electric  system  should  be  checked  frequently 
and  electrical  contacts  carefully  tightened  to 
eliminate    this    fire   hazard. 


Col.  Gillette  Will 
Address  SMPE  Meet 


Demand  for  tickets  indicates  a 
large  attendance  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
to  be  held  at  the  Photographic  Cen- 
ter, Astoria,  L.  I.,  on  April  29  at 
8:30  p.m.  This  meeting  will  be  held 
through  the  courtesy  of  Colonel 
Melvin  C.  Gillette,  Commanding  Of- 
ficer, U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps,  and 
will   be  addressed  by  him. 

This  meeting  is  one  of  a  series 
held  by  the  Society  during  the  past 
year  in  co-operation  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. 


Foreign-Made  Candy 
Pic  Stands'  Solace 


(Continued  from  Page  13) 
to  consumer  theaters  because  manu- 
facturers cannot  gauge  future  mar- 
ket conditions.  Duty  of  six  cents 
per  pound  on  imports  appears  to  be 
no  deterent  to  domestic  channels.  It 
is  reported  that  the  National  Thea- 
ters chain  is  getting  many  thousands 
of  pounds  of  candy  as  result  of  re- 
cent visit  to  that  country  by  Charles 
P.  Skouras. 

Dispatches  from  Chicago  assert 
that  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  is 
using  fast  film  truck  service  to  get 
supplies  of  popcorn  to  pic  houses 
in  quick  time.  Organization  is  sell- 
ing a  considerable  quantity  of  used 
popcorn  machines,  which  have  been 
overhauled.  Such  machines  in  new 
condition  are  out  for  the  duration. 


Cleverness  Substitutes 
For  Materials'  Famine 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Hollywood  —  How  ingenuity  and 
teamwork  on  movie  lots  are  licking 
shortages  and  priorities  is  exempli- 
fied by  the  unusually  realistic  air- 
craft factory  set  for  Republic's 
"Thumbs  Up,"  a  set  which  covers 
entire  Stage  4. 

Not  one  piece  of  equipment  was 
borrowed  nor  rented,  for  which  the 
five  studio  shops,  blacksmith,  car- 
pentry, electrical,  mill  and  machine, 
can  take  bows. 

From  these  departments  giant  drill 
presses,  smaller  drill  presses,  huge 
lathes,  emory  wheels,  electrical  pipe- 
cutters,  band  saws,  wood  mills  and 
such,  were  carted  over  and  installed, 
—a  $100,000  set  for  the  price  of  a 
few  hours  of  labor. 


Navy-Eastman  Lab.  to 
Be  In  Operation  Soon 

Rochester — Emphasizing  the"  im- 
portance of  photography  in  the  war, 
a  new  laboratory,  which  will  house 
the  most  modern  and  efficient  fa- 
cilities available,  will  be  in  opera- 
tion soon  at  the  Naval  Air  Station, 
Anacostia.  It  will  be  known  as  the 
Naval  Photographic  Science  Labora- 
tory. 

Designed  and  engineered  by  East- 
man Kodak  Company  in  collabora- 
tion with  the  Bureau  of  Aeronau- 
tics, the  new  laboratory  will  be  the 
nerve  center  of  all  the  far-flung  and 
diverse  activities  of  the  Navy. 
Thirty-three  former  Kodak  employes 
will  be  on  the  staff  of  the  new  lab- 
oratory. 


New  Company  Chartered 

Albany — Beverly  Enterprises,  Inc., 
New  York,  has  been  chartered  to 
conduct  an  enterprise  in  motion  pic- 
ture films,  projection  machines,  etc.. 
according  to  papers  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  here.  Sub- 
scribers and  directors  of  record  are 
Edythe  Shapiro,  Nettie  Byron  and 
Sylvia  Goldman,  1450  Broadway, 
New  York.  Counsel  filing  was  Good- 
man &  Mabel,  New  York. 
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Theater  Sign  Field 
Having  Its  War  Pains 

Chicago — E.  Wagner,  of  Wagner 
Sign  Service,  says  lack  of  raw  ma- 
terials is  curtailing  manufacture  of 
removable  signs  for  theaters.  Al- 
though company  has  large  supply  of 
letters  on  hand  for  immediate  needs, 
the  sales  force  has  been  laid  off  and 
trade  orders  are  being  handled  first. 
Efforts  to  find  substitutes  have  not 
been  very  successful  thus  far.  Stain- 
less steel  is  out  for  the  duration, 
and  plastic  letters  have  not  proved 
sufficiently  durable. 


Downtown  Revamping 
Will  Cost  Some  60  G's 


(Continued  from  Page  13) 

with  Howard  Hughes  taking  over 
the  house  for  a  run  for  "The  Out- 
law" it  is  learned  here.  Work  on 
remodeling  to  make  the  structure, 
last  used  as  a  theater-night  club, 
suitable  for  first-run  operation,  is 
being  started,  and  is  expected  to 
cost  $60,000.  Plans  call  for  con- 
tinued operation  of  the  house  as  a 
first-run  under  Hughes'  operation. 
It  is  asserted  that  George  McCall  of 
San   Francisco  will  be  manager. 


Stand's  Improvement 
Is  Given  Green  Light 

Little  Rock — Building  permit  for 
repair  and  redecoration  of  the  local 
Pulaski  Theater  in  the  amount  of 
$4,500  has  been  issued  to  the  G.  W. 
May  Construction  Co.  House  is 
owned  by  the  Arkansas  Amusement 
Corp.  The  permit  was  issued  by  the 
city  with  the  agreement  that  the 
remodeling  would  meet  all  require- 
ments of  the  local  building  code  and 
zoning   ordinances. 


Sussman  Acquires  Screen 

Chicago — Ludwig  Sussman,  Allied 
director,  has  installed  a  new  third 
dimension  screen  in  his  Adelphi  The- 
ater. 


WHITEWAY 

ELECTRIC   SIGN   &   MAINTENANCE   CO. 

Thomas  F.  Flannery,  President 

315-17  W.  Walton  St.  Chicago,   III. 

Delaware   9111 


For- 


IT's 


FLAGS- 
ADVERTISING 
BANNERS 


LIEBERMAN 

Flag  and  Valance  Co. 
200  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y. 
646    N.    Michigan    Ave.,    Chicago,    Illinois 
3954    Cibson    Street,    Los    Angeles,    Calif. 


Exhibitors  Proving 
(onservalion-Mindei 


(Continued   from    Page    13) 

ly    substantiated    by    issuance   of 
list  of  more  than  80  theaters  wh 
have    recently    signed    Altec    agr 
ments.     A  significant  aspect  of 
issued   list  was    the   distribution 
the    theaters    nationally.      Vrrjp. 
every  territory  was  multiply  V. 
sented. 


Pa.  Stand  Reopens 

Carbondale,  Pa. — The  Irving  Tl 
ater  has  reopened  after  being  clos 
for  renovations. 


*$%/ 


Exhibitors  of  America  have  many  di 
ties  to  perform  these  war  days.  Yo 
build  unity  and  morale  through  motio 
picture  presentations— and  you  promol 
and  support  the  various  governmer 
drives  that  are  initiated  to  spur  ws 
production  and  civilian  defense. 

RCA  Service,  like  exhibitors,  is  earn  \ 
ing  on  important  war  duties:  RCA  et 
gineers  are  rendering  scheduled  servic 
to  projection  room  equipment  in  thoi 
sands  of  theatres  to  "Keep  'em  Rui 
ning"—  and  other  RCA  Service  grout 
are  installing  military  equipment  an 
instructing  personnel,  in  this  countr . 
and  at  the  battlefronts. 

The  RCA  Service  organization  is  tc  I 
day  more  than  nation-wide 
...  it  is  world-wide . . .  serv- 
ing  the   home   front   and 
battlefronts  too! 


ICTOK 


RCA  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 

RADIO  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 
Subsidiary 

Camden,  N.  J. 


i 
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EQUIPMENT 
FIELD  NOTES 


Lumarilh  Is  Seen  As 
Airplane  Material 


^EST  COAST  engineering  group  of  Al- 
rec  Service  has  moved  into  new  quart- 
adjoining    the    Altec    Lansing   war    pro- 
ic.i  offices   in   the   Taft   Building,    1680 
'j.'ine   St.,    Hollywood,    and    production 
^?n   full   swing  at  the   new   assembly 
t  opened   by   Altec    Lansing,   236  West 
St.,  Los  Angeles,  to  take  care  of  the 
jany's   increased    war   production    activi- 


dward  DeVry,  vice-president  of 
'ry  Corp.,  is  back  on  the  job  after 
extended  rest. 

>tal  number  of  Bausch  &  Lomb  men  in 
■ce  has  risen  to  1,588,  while  19  wo- 
have  left  the  plant  to  serve  in  uniform. 
it  the  Rochester  plant,  it  is  stated  that 
ral  of  more  than  $4,500  has  been  paid 
by  the  company  so  far  this  year  to 
oyes  for  suggestions  on  how  produc- 
may  be  improved.  Organization's  Red 
5  Knitting  Club  has  turned  over  to 
Red  Cross  more  than  500  finished  gar- 
rs. 

*        *        & 

ttlia  Apel,  who  has  been  bookkeep- 
er National  Theater  Supply  Co.  in 
■burgh    for    more    than    20    years, 
resigned   to    take    a    similar    posi- 
with  the  Grenada  Theater  there, 
»>ry  Hendel  enterprise. 
•:■         *         * 

ie  State  Theater  in  Newton,  N.  C,  one 
•e  H.  H.  Everett  chain,  is  reported  to 
been  completely  destroyed  by  fire. 
lit  includes  two  other  Newton  theaters, 
Zatawba  and  the  North  Newton.  James 
l:wal!   was   manager   of   the   State   The- 


C.  Snyman,  former  regional  man- 

■    for   Carrier   Corp.,   has   been   ap- 

ted  manager  of  the  overseas  divi- 

of  Celotex  Corp.  of  Chicago.     He 

have   charge    of   the   export   sales 

be  big  Chi  company. 

a  campaign  being  conducted  through- 
ill  Eastman  Kodak  plants  in  Rochester, 
oyes  are  urged  to  grow  Victory  Gardens 
summer.     Weekly   instruction   meetings 

emg  held  at  the  various  plants. 

M  &  Howell  have  established  an 
toye  profit-sharing  plan  for  their 
iers.  All  men  and  women  who 
been  with  the  company  one  year 
■)>iger  will  participate. 

ree  Loew-Poli  stands,  the  Bridgeport 
Majestic  in  Bridgeport,  and  the  Water- 
1  in  Waterbury,  are  first  of  a  group 
m  the  circuit  is  furnishing  with  new 
iJt  display  frames. 
i 

\*gene  McDonald,  Zenith  Radio's 
\y,  announces  election  of  G.  E.  Gus- 
vn,  chief  engineer  of  the  company, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  en- 
uring. R.  D.  Burnet,  controller,  was 
ed    secretary,    replacing    Lt.     Col. 

■«  R.  Howland  who  resigned  to 
r  the  Army.  Karl  E.  Hassel  was 
ed  assistant  vice-president,  and  J. 
•rown,  engineer  specialist  in  televi- 
«  was  also  named  assistant  vice- 
ident. 


{Continued  from  Page  13) 
to    any    shape    after   soaking    in    hot 
oil  and  that  it  was  unb:  eakable. 

Lumarith  as  used  in  place  of  balsa 
wood, — now  virtually  unobtainable — , 
costs  about  half  the  former  cost  of 
the  light  wood.  Danger  of  breakage, 
always  a  factor  in  using  balsa  minia- 
tures, is  gone. 

Thompson  will  use  lumarith  from 
now  on  in  making  furniture,  hard- 
ware and  innumerable  other  studio 
propei  ties,  has  even  made  musical 
instruments  of  the  plastic  which 
compare  favorably  in  tonal  qualities 
with  brass  instruments,  can  be  used 
for  striking  photographic  effects  in 
that  their  transparency  can  be  illum- 
inated. 


Ohio  Exhib.  Planning 
A  Post-War  Theater 


Cleveland — Irving  Field,  who  op- 
erates the  Opera  House  in  nearby 
Burton  one  day  a  week  is  anticipat- 
ing the  end  of  the  war  by  having 
prepared  a  set  of  blueprints  for  a 
$150,000  building  to  contain  a  400- 
seat  de  luxe  theater  and  twelve 
stores.  Option  on  property  located 
on  the  main  highway  has  been  se- 
cured for  the  project.  Plans  are 
being  prepared  by  E.  Milton  Mc- 
Millan, Cleveland  architect,  who 
drew  the  plans  for  the  Oberlin  Col- 
lege   Music    Hall. 


Flameproofing  Set  in  Albany 

Albany — Fire  Chief  Michael  Flem- 
ing and  Building  Cimmissioner  J.  W. 
Gallagher  have  completed  a  survey 
of  all  theaters  in  this  city,  following 
completion  of  flameproof  wo:  k.  High 
praise  was  given  to  the  theaters  for 
their  co-operation. 


PROTECTING  THE  THEATRE 
OUR  "FIRST  LINE  OF  MORALE' 


HJIJMM-MU.IJIJF.f 

250  West  57tb  Street  •  New  York  City 


THEATRE   SOUND   SYSTEMS 
AND   PROJECTORS 


War-bom  DEVRY  preci- 
sion Theatre  Projectors 
and  Sound  Systems  pre- 
sent developments  far 
beyond  previously  ac- 
cepted standards.  DEVRY 
Corporation,  1112  Armi- 
tage  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


DeVRY* 

Hollywood  •    CHICAGO   •  Nt 


Merit  Rewarded 


DeVRY  CORP.  WINS  PENNANT:  Holding 
Army-Navy  "E"  (left  to  right)  are  William  C. 
DeVry,  firm's  president;  John  Lang,  company's 
pioneer  craftsman;  Lt.  Col.  G.  H.  Reynolds',  and 
Capt.  Frank  Loftin,  U.S.N. ,  secretary  to  Army- 
Navy    Production    Award   Committee. 


Murray  Theater  Now 
In  Martin  Ownership 


DeFuniak    Springs,    Fla.   —   Hugh 

Martin,  of  the  Martin  Theater  chain, 
owning  theaters  throughout  south- 
west Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida, 
has  become  owner  of  the  building 
known  as  Murray  Theater.  The 
Martin  interests  have  been  operat- 
ing the  theater,  under  the  name 
Ritz,  for  the  past  five  years. 

Extensive  remodeling  and  repairs 
are  to  be  made  to  both  building  and 
equipment  as  soon  as  materials  can 
be  had. 


Theater  Investments, 
Planning,  Increase 
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uation  is  the  large  wartime  business 
which  most  houses  have  clocked  since 
war's  advent,  and  the  obvious  con- 
viction on  the  part  of  new  investoi'S 
that,  with  the  coming  of  peace,  there 
will  be  continued  motion  picture 
house  prosperity.  Another  motive, 
it  is  said  by  analysts,  is  belief  that 
money  invested  now  in  such  enter- 
prises will  bring  better  percentage 
returns  than  will  probably  be  the 
case  if  funds  are  put  into  other 
businesses. 

Present  holders  of  theater  prop- 
erties, in  turn,  are  doing  long  range 
planning  on  their  own  account.  Tes- 
timony of  this  is  furnished  by  re- 
ports by  theater  architects  during 
the  past  two  months  that  owners 
of  houses  are  alert  to  the  post-war 
necessity  of  theater  improvements 
and  particularly  the  construction  of 
new  theaters  to  take  advantage  of 
re-shifts  in  population,  or  to  capital- 
ize upon  present  distribution  of 
moviegoers. 


Joins  Naval  Reserve 

Rochester  —  George  C.  Malone, 
publicity  assistant  at  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.  here,  has  been  sworn  in 
as  a  Naval  Reserve  officer. 


r 


Rower  House 

U  ( 


More  than  ever  today  your  National 
branch  is  like  a  "Power  House",  feed- 
ing energy  in  the  shape  of  supplies 
that  help  you  in  maintaining  the  stand- 
ards of  your  theatre.  No  matter  what 
you  need,  the  nearby  National  brunch 
is  a  dynamo  of  assistance  and  coop- 
eration, ready  to  serve  you  da-y  or  night 
by  men  who  know  best  what  your 
theatre  requires.  You  can  count  ou 
National's  16  years  of  experience  to 
help  see  you  through. 


.t  '"  i 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


C 


There  has  been  no  rationing  of  National's  readiness  to  serve. 
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\  ou  can  obtain  maximum  efficiency  and  economy  from 
your  Victory  Carbons  by  observing  the  following  simple 
rules. 

USE  CARBON  TRIM  RECOMMENDED  FOR  YOUR  PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT. 
The  Victory  Carbon  trims  indicated  in  the  above  table 
were  established  by  comprehensive  laboratory  and  field 
tests  to  ascertain  the  best  results  obtainable  in  all  types 
of  equipment. 

OPERATE  CARBONS  AT  SPECIFIED  ARC  CURRENT. 

Better  projection  and  greater  economy  are  obtained 
when  recommended  arc  currents  are  maintained.  The 
maximum  allowable  arc  current  is  stamped  on  each 
Victory  Carbon  at  the  left  of  the  trade-mark. 

CHECK  FEED  RATIO  CAREFULLY. 

Changes  of  arc  current  alter  the  ratio  of  burning  rate  be- 


tween positive  and  negative  carbons.  On  lamps  equipped 
with  adjustable  feed  and  formerly  operated  above  45 
amperes  arc  current,  this  ratio  should  be  adjusted  to 
meet  the  new  current  conditions. 

A  bulletin  describing  operation  of  the  new  Victory  High 
Intensity  Carbons  is  available  for  distribution  and  will 
be  sent  promptly  upon  request. 


SAVE 


T    H    E 


COPPER 


Most  of  the  copper  used  for  plating  copper  coated 
projector  carbons  drops  to  the  floor  of  the  lamp  house 
when  the  carbons  are  burned.  Continue  to  save  these 
copper  drippings  and  turn  them  over  to  your  supply 
dealer  as  designated  by  our  government. 


FQgyiCTORY 
BUY 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

DH3 


Carbon  Sales  Division,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

GENERAL  OFFICES 
30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES 
New  York,  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco 
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WAR-TIME  POPULATION  SHIFT  UNDER  3% 

•2,444,827  Admissions  Jump  Boosts  K-  A-O  Net 


et  Profit  at  $2,017,433; 
Dmmon  Stockholders  Got 
ost  of  Year's  Dividends 


Reflecting  a  hike  of  over  two  mil- 
ti  dollars  in  box-office  receipts,  net 
>fits  of  Keith- Albee-Orpheum  Corp. 
i  subsidiary  companies  last  year 
nped  to  $2,017,433.65,  an  increase 
$1,279,338  over  1941,  the  company 
>orted  Friday.  In  both  cases,  fig- 
?s  are  after  provision  for  income 
:es  but  no  provisions  for  Federal 
^ess  profits  tax  were  considered 
:essary. 

rheater  admissions  reported  in  the 
(Continued  on  Page   5) 


sb.  Admission  Tax 
illections  Show  Gain 


skington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — February  admissions 
e  only  slightly  from  a  compara- 
bly low  January  admission  tax 
lection,  figures  released  by  the 
reau  of  Internal  Revenue  show. 
2  nation-wide  collection  amounted 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ass.  Senate  Would  Probe 
x  Ticket  Speculators 


Boston — The  Massachusetts  Sen- 
,  after  listening  to  charges  that 
rons  of  theaters  in  this  state  are 
ng  made  victims  of  ticket  agen- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Woetz  Leaving  20th  to 
Form  Own  Company 

William  Goetz,  vice-president  of 
ZOth-Fox  in  charge  of  production, 
s  resigning  to  form  his  own  produc- 
ion  company,  it  was  announced 
aver  the  week-end  by  President 
Spyros  Skouras.  His  resignation  has 
3een  tendered  to  and  accepted  with 
deep  regret  by  the  board  of  directors, 
fo  become  effective  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  currently  scheduled  10 
inductions.  Goetz  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  organization  that 
now  stands  as  20th-Fox. 


Gable  Bach  on  Screen 
Via  Air  Forces  Short 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Public  showing 
through  WAC  distribution,  is  in  the 
cards  in  the  near  future  for  the 
Army  Air  Forces  film  featuring  Clark 
Gable.  A  two-reeler  made  several 
months  ago,  this  short  was  screened 
for  members  of  the  WAC  Theaters 
Division  late  last  week  by  O.W.I. 
motion  picture  chief  Lowell  Mellerr, 
and   met  with   general  approval. 

No  formal  request  has  yet  been 
made  through  WAC,  but  it  is  likely 
that  Mellett  will  suggest  soon  that 
the  Gable  film  be  programmed  as 
part  of  the  O.W.I. -WAC  series  of 
shorts.  Capt.  Gable  is  now  on  duty 
in    England   with   the   AAF. 


Film  Salesmen  May 
Gel  Additional  "Gas 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Film  salesmen 
throughout  most  of  the  country 
may  yet  be  granted  preferred  gas 
rations,  it  appeared  here  Friday. 

After  considerable  confusion  re- 
garding a  letter  supposedly  sent 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales 
(Continued  on   Page  5) 


Peskay  Named  Ealing's 
American  Representative 


Edward  J.  Peskay  has  been  named 
Ealing     Studios'    representative    in 
North  and  South  America,  succeed- 
ing  the   late   Arthur   Lee   who   died 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Average  Changes  for  Film  Territories  Are 

Less  Than  3  Per  Cent,  Both  Up  and  Down;  Major 

Beneficiary  Was  Washington  Up  25  Per  Cent 

Population  shifts  throughout  the  United  States  in  the  past 
year,  resulting  from  wartime  employment  conditions,  amounted 
to  less  than  3  per  cent  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  it  is  revealed 

in  census  data  compiled  by  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  and  various 
private  agencies  including  retail 
merchant  associations,  banking 
groups   and  others. 

Average  territorial  changes,  fig- 
ured by  film  exchange  centers,  also 
was  less  than  3  per  cent  either  up 
or  down,  the  average  being  low  be- 
cause the  highest  percentage  changes 
took  place  in  areas  with  relatively 
small  population.  Total  number  of 
residential  changes  was  approxi- 
mately 3,700,000  out  of  the  country's 
135,000,000    population. 

Major   beneficiary    was    Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  which  had  a  gain  of  25 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Loew's  Over  the  Top 
In  War  Bond  Quota 


Loew-M-G-M  has  topped  its  quota 
of  $5,275,000  in  2nd  War  Loan  Bond 
sales  to  the  company,  executives  and 
employes,  according  to  David  Bern- 
stein, vice-president  and  treasurer. 
Indications  are  that  between  90  per 
cent  and  95  per  cent  of  the  company's 
home  office  employes  will  have 
signed  pledges  for  additional  Bond 
purchases  in  April.  The  company 
is  buying  the  Bonds  immediately  in 
the  employes'  names,  putting  them 
in  escrow,  and  deducting  the  cost 
from  pay  checks  over  a  period  of 
one  year. 

The    Loew-M-G-M    campaign    was 

(Continued  on   Page   5) 


OWI  and  Army  Reported 
At  Odds  on  Film  Policy 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  The  OWI  and  the 
Army  are  reported  to  be  at  odds 
over  the  releasing  of  the  Frank 
Capra  and  other  Government  films. 
The  OWI,  it  is  said,  does  not  be- 
lieve that  "Prelude  to  War"  is  right 
in  its  present  form  and  will  not  ap- 
prove  it  without   several   changes. 

The  changes,  it  is  understood,  had 

(Continued  on   Page  5) 


Crescent  Suit  Wind-Up  May  6 

Court  Sets  Deadline  for  Filing  Objections 


Kalmenson  Ups  Eiseman 
To  N.  Y.  Branch  Manager 

Clarence  Eiseman,  formerly  of 
Warners  sales  staff  in  Cleveland,  has 
been  promoted  by  Ben  Kalmenson, 
general   sales  manager,  to  the  post 

(Continued  on  Page   5) 


Nashville  —  After  waiting  15 
months  to  render  a  decision  in  the 
case,  Judge  Elmer  Davies  has  ap- 
parently decided  to  wind  up  the  Gov- 
ernment's anti-trust  suit  against 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  and  the  re- 
nt a  i  n  i  n  g  distributor  defendant, 
United  Artists  Corp.,  as  quickly  as 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Quincy,  Mass.,  Award 
Modified  on  Appeal 


Although  an  arbitrator  reduced  the 
28-day  clearance  of  the  Boston  first- 
runs  over  the  Strand  Theater  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  the  motion  picture 
appeal  board  modified  the  award  and 
fixed  the  clearance  at  21  days. 

Case  had  been  brought  by  the 
Hancock  Theater  Co.,  operating  the 
Strand  and  two  others  in  Quincy, 
against  the  five  consenting  compa- 
nies. Intervenor  were  the  operators 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Film  Execs.  Confer 

With  McNutt  Aide 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Francis  S.  Harmon, 
Harry  Brandt  and  Si  Fabian,  all  here 
Thursday  for  the  WAC-OWI-Army 
meeting,  spent  several  hours  Friday 
afternoon  with  Bruce  Smith,  assis- 
tant to  Paul  V.  McNutt,  WMC  chief. 
Although  it  is  not  believed  they  had 
any  specific  proposals  to  put  forth, 
they  were  anxious  to  clarify  the  sta- 
tus of  theaters  in  WMC  eyes. 
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OWI  Now  in  Complete 
Control  Over  Fact  Pic  Film 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — WPB  Friday  formal- 
ized the  arrangement  whereby  OWI 
has  complete  control  over  the  allo- 
cation of  film  for  factual  pix  pro- 
duced by  non-military  Government 
agencies.  Although  OWI  has  prev- 
iously been  consulted  on  these  mat- 
ters, without  formal  authority,  the 
decisions  on  individual  requests  has 
long  rested  with  OWI. 

The  authority  extends  to  "factual 
pictures  and  trailers,"  not  including 
"entertainment  on  special  -  type 
films."  The  film  thus  authorized  is 
applied  against  the  OWI  allotment 
of  raw  stock  from  WPB  which  for 
the  second  quarter  is  25,150,000 
linear  feet— 3,000,000  feet  more  than 
during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year. 
The  issuance  of  this  order  was  ex- 
pected after  an  announcement  some 
weeks  ago  that  OWI's  position  as 
consultant  on  these  matters  would 
be    strengthened    considerably. 


MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

CO.,  INC. 
INSURANCE 
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Motion   Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 

510  W.  6th  St.  Los  Angeles 


®  The  Broadway  Parade  ■ 

Picture    and    Distributor  Theater 

Air    Force    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 13th    week Hollywood 

The     Human     Comedy      (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) — 9th     week Astor 

Hello,     Frisco,     Hello     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 5th    week Roxy 

Desert    Victory     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — 3rd    week Globe 

Edge   of    Darkness    (Warner  Bros.    Pictures)— 3rd    week Strand 

Flight  to   Freedom    (RKO  Kadio   Pictures) — 2nd   week Music   Hall 

Hangmen     Also     Die     (United     Artists — Pressburger) — 2nd     week Capitol 

China    (Paramount    Pictures) Paramount 

White     Savage      (Universal     Pictures) Rivoli 

I   Walked   With   a   Zombie    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Rialto 

Assignment     in     Brittany     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictur.s)  — Criterion 

Reveille    with    Beverly     (Columbia    Pictures) Abbey 

It    Ain't    Hay     (Universal    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Young    Mr.    Pitt    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

Clancy    Street    Boys    (Monogram    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

West   of   Texas    (Producers   Releasing   Corp.) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES   ♦ 

The  Last  Will   of   Dr.   Mabuse    (Samuel   Krellberg)— 6th  week World 

La    Mia   Canzone   al   Vento    (J.    H.    Hoffberg   Co.) ,.    .  .  55th   St.    Playhouse 

Ay    Jalisco,     No    Te    Rajes     (Grovos-Mohme    Co.) Belmont 

Russians     at     War     (Artkino     Pictures) Stanley 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Mission    to    Moscow    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — April    29 Hollywood 

Crash     Dive     (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — April     28 Roxy 

Action    in   the   North   Atlantic    (Warner   Bros.  'Pictures) — May  21 Strand 

Presenting     Lily     Mars     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) — April     29 Capitol 

The    More    the    Merrier    (Columbia    Pictures) — May   6 Music    Hall 

Young  Lady  With   Luck   (Europa   Films)— May  1 48th  St.   Theater 

The    Isle    of    Passion     (Maya    Films)— April    30 World 

Next    of    Kin     (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rialto 

Five  Graves   to  Cairo    (Paramount   Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

Desperados     (Columbia     Pictures)      (c) Criterion 

The   Hard   Way    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)— May   6    (a-b) Palace 

Good    Morning,    Judge     (Universal    Pictures) — May    6     (a) Palace 

(a)    Dougle   bill.  lb)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    Follows  current   bill. 


Kalmine  Calls  Warner 
Zone  Managers  to  Meet 


Harry  M.  Kalmine,  assistant  gen- 
eral manager  of  Warners  Theaters, 
will  preside  over  a  meeting  of  the 
circuit's  zone  managers  starting  to- 
morrow at  10  a.m.  in  the  home  office. 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  vice-pres- 
ident who  returned  recently  from  a 
period  of  service  with  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  will  participate  in  the  ses- 
sions. 

Zone  managers  attending  will  in- 
clude: James  Coston,  Chicago;  Nat 
Wolf,  Cleveland;  I.  J.  Hoffman,  New 
Haven;  Don  Jacocks,  Newark;  C.  J. 
Latta,  Albany;  Ted  Schlanger,  Phil- 
adelphia; M.  A.  Silver,  Pittsburgh, 
and  John  J.  Payette,  Washington. 

Also  among  the  home  office  ex- 
ecutives taking  part  in  the  confer- 
ences will  be  Clayton  Bond,  Harry 
Goldberg,  Leonard  Schlesinger, 
Frank  N.  Phelps,  Sam  E.  Morris, 
Abel  Vigard,  W.  Stewart  McDonald, 
Harry  Rosenquest,  Louis  Kaufman, 
Frank  Marshall,  Herman  Maier, 
Rudolph  Weiss  and  Martin  F.  Ben- 
nett. 


Mctas  to  Latin-America 

Irving  Maas,  assistant  to  Murray 
Silverstone,  20th-Fox  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  distribution,  on 
Friday  embarked  on  a  tour  of  the 
company's  branches  in  Central  and 
South  America.  On  his  itinerary 
are  Porto  Rico,  Trinidad,  Brazil,  Ar- 
gentina, Chile,  Peru,  Colombia, 
Equador  and  Panama. 


Warners  Victorious  in 
Pacent  Contract  Appeal 


Warner  Bros.  Pictures  and  others 
on  Friday  won  their  appeal  in  the 
Appellate  Division  of  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  for  dismissal  of  the 
$225,000  damage  action  brought  by 
Louis  Gerard  Pacent  for  alleged 
breach  of  contract.  The  five  jus- 
tices unanimously  reversed  a  New 
York  Supreme  Court  decision  deny- 
ing the  defendants'  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  complaint  for  lack  of  prose- 
cution. 

The  plaintiff  had  charged  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Vitaphone  Corp., 
Stanley  Co.  of  America  and  Warner 
Bros.  Theaters,  Inc.,  with  breaching 
a  contract  made  in  1929  under  which 
Pacent  was  assertedly  to  produce  a 
superior  sound  reproducer  and  en- 
gage in  research  and  development 
of  the  device.  According  to  the  com- 
plaint, the  defendants  agreed  to  or- 
der 100  of  the  reproducers  for  their 
theaters  but  ordered  only  one  and 
refused  to  order  the  remaining  99. 


Michael  Perretta  Dead 

Mahonington,  Pa. — Pvt.  Louis  Per- 
retta, who  operates  the  Crescent 
Theater  here,  was  called  home  by 
the  sudden  death  of  his  brother, 
Michael. 


Hassard  Short  to  Produce 
Greek  War  Relief  Show 


Margolies  Office  Moves 

Al  Margolies  tomorrow  will  move 
his  public  relations  office  from  1501 
Broadway  to  30  Rockefeller  Plaza, 
Suite  1812. 


Hassard  Short  has  been  select 
to  produce  and  direct  the  Grei 
War  Relief  Show  at  Madison  Squa 
Garden  May  18.  Katina  Paxir 
famous  Greek  actress,  will  appear 
the  pageant  portion  of  the  sho 
Special  music  is  being  written 
Isaac  Van  Grove  and  Richard  1 
haupt.  The  combined  danci 
groups  of  the  Roxy  and  Radio  Ci 
Music  Hall  will  appear  in  the  ve 
iety  half  of  the  show. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALl 

ROCKEFELLER    CENTER 
Rosalind   RUSSELL       •       Fred  MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT   FOR    FREEDOM"! 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stag*  Revui   »   Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine   Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4601 


-*" 


Alice  FAYE  •   John  PAYNE  77 
Jack  OAKIE  •    Lynn  BAR  I 

Wem  FRISCO,**^ 

A  JOIH  CINTUIY-FOX  MCTU«f      IN    TKHNICOIOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 

BUY  BAVV     7lhAVE. 

BONDS        IVWV    J       50th  ST. 


Loretta 
YOUNC 


Allan 
LADD 


"CHINA" 

A  Paramount  Picture 
with 

William   Bendix 
PARAMOUNT 

Times  Square 


BUD  ABBOTT       •       LOU   C05TELLO 

"IT  AIN'T  HAY" 

—  and  — 

"YOUNG  MR.  PITT" 
Starring  ROBERT  DONAT 


loTws  STATE 


ON  SCREEN 

JOAN  CRAWFORD 

"REUNION    IN 

FRANCE" 

with    PHILIP    DORN 

JOHN  WAYNE 


T 


IN  PERSON 

Benny  Rubin 
Diosa  Costello 


yr    "WHITE 
SAVAGE" 

with  Maria  Montez— Jon  Hall— Sabu 
A  Universal  Picture 


RIVOLI 


•SB**, 


t  STARTS  FORMING  AT  4  A.M.- GROWS  TO  4000  BY  OPENING      COMES  THE  DAWN -COME  THE  COPS!  POLICE  CALLED  AT  5:30 

nam  *»»"**  *^  ^, .  mtmo^^      wifun 


-  RESERVES  ARRIVE  AT  7  A.M.  TO  HANDLE  BLOCK-LONG  CROWD      OPENING  ADVANCED  TO  8:30-4000  SEATS  FILL  LIKE  MAGIC! 


To  Stage  The 
Biggest,  Wildest  Premiere 
In  Broadway  History!... 


ALL  OPENING  RECORDS 
FALL  AT  N.Y.  PARAMOUNT, 

Frantic  Lines  4000- Long  Brave  Broadway  Storm  From  Dawn 
To  Midnight  To  Hail  "The  Most  Amazing  Star  Since  Valentino" 

SENSATIONAL  CROWDS  MAKE  HEADLINE  NEWS  IN  N.  YJRESS- 
|#T\       DOORS  NOW 

LORE"A 


/proves  it -in  spades! 
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admissions  Jump 
oosls  K-A-0  Net 
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atement  for  1942  totaled  $15,847,- 
4.47,  up  $2,444,827.21  when  com- 
ued  with  1941's  figure  of  $13,402,- 
.26.  Provision  for  income  taxes 
942  was  $426,837.26,  an  increase 
165,897.26  over  1941's  $260,940. 
ividends  paid  to  preferred  stock- 
•lders  in  1942  totaled  102,550,  com- 
,.red  with  $426,275.50  in  1941,  while 
■lders  of  common  stock  received 
03,190.50  in  1942  against  $301,- 
5.25  in  1941. 

Comparison  of  1942  and  1941  re- 
■rts  indicates  that  during  last  year 
e  company  acquired  $300,000  in 
easury  Notes — Tax  Series  C  and 
9,900  in  War  Savings  Bonds — Se- 
>s  F.  Current  assets  totaled  $2,- 
0,056.53  at  the  end  of  1942,  com- 
.red  with  $2,589,812.58  the  year 
fore.  Current  liabilities  decreased 
Din  $1,331,826.11  in  1941  to  $942,- 
3.35  in  1942. 

Operating  surplus  at  the  end  of 
42  was  $2,814,824.52;  in  1941, 
,462,488.86.  Capital  surplus  totaled 
,655,884.09  in  1942  and  $9,652,- 
«.59  in  1941. 


sskay  Named  Ealing's 
merican  Representative 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  clipper  crash  in  Lisbon  har- 
r  on  Feb.  22,  according  to  a  joint 
nouncement  by  Reginald  Barker 
d  Michael  Balcon,  managing  di- 
ctors  of  Ealing  Studios,  Ltd.,  in 
■ndon.  Negotiations  for  Peskay's 
rvices  were  conducted  by  H.  Wil- 
im  Fitelson,  U.  S.  attorney  fol- 
ding. 

Peskay   will    be   in   charge   of   all 
stribution  for  the  English  studios 

the  two  Americas.  An  extensive 
oduction  program,  to  be  released 
■  United  Artists,  is  planned.  For 
veral  years  Peskay  has  been  Hal 
)ach's  representative  and  has  been 
entified  with  the  industry  in  ex- 
utive  capacities  of  production,  ex- 
bition  and  distribution. 


i?al  Starts  Two  More 

est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
'  Hollywood — "Jasper  Goes  Fishing" 
id  "Good  Night  Rusty,"  two  new 
uppetoon  short  subjects,  will  be  put 
to  production  at  the  George  Pai 
rudios  this  week. 


Clips  and  Cuttings: 

•  •  •  HOLLYWOOD  will  be  rousingly  represented  in  the  huge 
Greek   War   Relief   Show   at   Madison  Square   Garden   on   the  night   oi 

May  18 That's  as  sure  as  shoo  tin' We  have  it  straight  irom 

Edward  L.  Alperson,  general  manager  of  RKO  Theaters,  and  chairman 
oi   the  benefit's  theatrical  committee,   that   he   has   arranged   to  bring   a 

plethora  of  pic  stars  from  the  Coast  for  the  event Those  who  will 

make    the    'cross-continent    jaunt    are    now    in    rehearsal,    preparing   for 

their   roles    in   the   show Rehearsals    for   screen,   stage    and   radio 

luminaries    start    today    in    New    York Tickets    can    be    purchased 

at  Greek  War  Relief  show's  headquarters.  Room  303  in  the  local  Para- 
mount Building,  or  mail  order  to  Madison  Square  Garden.  .  .  •  Strand 
Theater  in  Akron  is  claiming  the  marathon  champeenship  for  a  con- 
tinuous   opening It    opened    Warners'    "Air   Force"    at    7    p.m.    on 

Friday,  and  gave  non-stop  performances  until  3  a.m.  Easter  Sunday 
morning!.  .  .  •  Twentieth-Fox  is  tendering  a  cocktail  reception  in  the 
Sherry  Netherland  this  afternoon  in  honor  of  Annabella  (Mrs.  Tyrone 
Power).  .  .  •  Carl  Krueger,  former  exploitation  director  of  UA  and 
Paramount,  has  found  time  during  his  five  months  in  the  Army  to  write 

a   musical   titled   "G.   I.   Jones" Para,   is   considering   it  for   a   Bob 

Hope    vehicle Carl   left   New   York   over   the   Easter   week-end   for 

Camp  Davis,  S.  C,  where  he  enters  officers'  school.  .  .  •  On  Friday 
we  came  upon  a  bevy  of  Wamerites  feteing  Les  Dember  of  Mort 
Blumenstock's  department,  and  Les  was  wearing  a  wow  of  a  watch 
with   this   inscription:    "To   Les.   from    Warner    Bros.    Dream    Department" 

Recipient    is    off    to    the    wars.    .    .      •    Another    Warnerite    and 

Blumenstock  scion.  Jack  Kingsley,  left  the  h.o.  on  Friday  to  don  Uncle 
Sam's  khaki He'll  be  inducted  Wednesday.  .  .  •  Latest  sensa- 
tion in  meatless  circles  is  the  titling  of  the  Columbia-Dave  Fleischer  first 
all-fish   color   cartoon. — "Who  Marinated  the  Herring" 


•      •      •     KAYO    TOKIO! AND  AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR 

AND   OUR  MARTYRED  FLIERS 


Loew's  Over  the  Top 
In  War  Bond  Quota 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

climaxed  Friday  morning  with  a  rally 
at  the  Loew's  Inc.  New  York  ex- 
change. Speakers  included  George 
Hamilton  Combs,  WHN  news  ana- 
lyst, Ernest  Emerling,  campaign 
manager,  and  Ray  E.  Cole  and  H.  C. 
Daytch  of  the  N.  Y.  War  Savings 
Staff. 


Noel    Madison  Cwinn  Williams 

Jerome    E.    Olenick 


Trade  Screenings  for  'Bombardier' 

RKO  has  set  trade  screenings  of 
"Bombardier"  for  Monday,  May  17 
at  2:30  p.m.,  except  Cincinnati  at 
8:30  p.m.,  New  York  at  11  a.m.,  2 
p.m.,  and  4  p.m.,'  Sioux  Falls  at 
10:30  a.m.,  and  St.  Louis  on  Tues- 
day, May  18  at  2:30  p.m. 

Fire  in  Baltimore  Grand 

Baltimore  —  Fire  damaged  the 
basement  of  the  Grand  here.  Audi- 
ence of  about  400  filed  out  quietly. 


Film  Salesmen  May 
Gel  Additional  "Gas 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

chief,  denying  his  personal  plea  of 
last  month  for  additional  "gas"  for 
salesmen,  it  was  finally  established 
that  the  letter  intended  for  Rodgers 
never  left  OPA  headquarters  here. 
The  letter  was  held  because,  in  the 
face  of  many  requests  from  busi- 
nessmen all  over  the  nation,  the 
whole  question  of  gasoline  for  oc- 
cupational needs  has  been  reopened. 
Relief  for  film  salesmen  in  non- 
shortage  areas  is  a  distinct  possi- 
bility for  the  near  future,  it  was 
reported. 


COminG  and  GOIIXi 


Tradeshow  "Lady  of  Burlesque" 

"Lady  of  Burlesque,"  Hunt  Strom- 
berg's  first  United  Artist  release, 
will  be  tradeshown  at  10:30  a.m. 
tomorrow  at  the  Normandie  Theater 
here.  Admission  will  be  by  invita- 
tion  only. 


EDWARD  C.  RAFTERY,  CRADWELL  SEARS 
and  ARTHUR  W.  KELLY,  United  Artists  Home 
Office  Executives,  leave  today  for  Hollywood 
to  attend  the  annual  Board  Meeting  May  1. 
They  will   be   gone   for  about   10  days. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warners  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  returned  to  New  York 
from   Washington   over  the   week-end. 

HARRY  M.  BESSEY,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Altec  Service,  is  back  at  his  desk  in  New  York 
after  a  week's  business  trip  through  the  Middle 
West. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  of  Warners,  returned  to  New 
York   on   the   week-end   from  Buffalo. 

DAVID  BERNSTEIN  gets  back  to  Metro's 
home  office  this  morning,  following  a  brief 
absence   from   the  city. 

JACK  COHN,  Columbia's  executive  vice-  presi- 
dent, and  A.  SCHNEIDER,  company's  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  arrived  in  Hollywood 
on    Friday   morning   from    New   York. 

MAURICE    BERGMAN    leaves    for    the    Coast 

today. 

BERN  IE  KREISLER,  who  has  been  in  a  Chicago 
hospital  with  a  strep  throat,  returns  to  New 
York    tomorrow. 

EDWARD  A.  GOLDEN,  returns  to  New  York 
today  after  several  weeks  on  the  Coast  where 
he  completed  production  arrangements  for  "The 
Master  Race." 


Kalmenson  Ups  Eiseman 
To  N.  Y.  Branch  Manager 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  New  York  branch  manager,   ef- 
fective  today. 

Eiseman  succeeds  Leo  Jacobi, 
who  moves  up  to  higher  duties  in 
the  New  York  metropolitan  exchange 
setup. 


OWI  and  Army  Reported 
At  Odds  on  Film  Policy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

not  been  agreed  to  at  the  week-end 
and  the  OWI  and  the  Army  appar- 
ently deadlocked  over  policy.  It  is 
expected  that  the  WAC  will  accept 
the  responsibility  of  distribution  if 
OWI-approved,  as  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  WAC  will  step  away  from 
its  working  agreement  with  the 
OWI. 


Pittsburgh  Dog  Show 
Proceeds  for  Canteen 


Pittsburgh  —  The  local  Variety 
Club  will  sponsor  an  all-breed  dog 
show  to  be  held  at  The  Gardens  on 
May  8  and  9  by  the  Pittsburgh  Ken- 
nel Club,  the  proceeds  of  which  will 
be  turned  over  for  the  completion 
of  the  new  servicemen's  canteen,  the 
Welcome  Center,  now  Under  con- 
struction and  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  middle  of  May. 


INpEW  POSTS 


RALPH     ROSENBERG,     USO-Camp    Shows    unit, 
Camp    McClelland,   Calif. 

MRS.  LOUISE  SHEARN,  manager,   Peoples  Thea- 
ter, Tarentum,   Pa, 

WILLIAM  WEISS,  manager,  Capitol  and  Liberty, 
McKeesport,   Pa. 
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Population  Shilt 
In  War  Under  3% 
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per  cent,  or  about  168,000,  in  new 
residents.  Detroit,  Baltimore,  Los 
Angeles  and  Richmond  areas  also 
were  among  the  heavy  gainers, 
while  the  largest  percentage  losses 
were  in  the  less  populated  states  of 
Idaho,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Montana. 
Small   Number   of   Exhibs. 

The  survey  also  reveals  that  a 
very  small  number  of  exhibitors  has 
been  adversely  affected  by  the  war- 
time residential  changes,  and  most 
of  these  changes  are  limited  to  such 
sparsely  populated  regions  that  the 
numerical  differences  are  relatively 
small.  Estimate  also  has  been  made 
that  a  2  per  cent  increase  in  a  city's 
population  would  benefit  theaters  by 
an  even  larger  percentage. 

In  most  of  the  localities  that  reg- 
istered a  drop  in  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, the  decline,  from  a  moviego- 
ing  standpoint,  was  offset  by  greater 
patronage  from  the  remaining  resi- 
dents, thus  accounting  for  an  over- 
all gain  in  nation-wide  business. 

Percentage  change  in  population, 
by  States,  follows: 

Up  1  per  cent  or  less:  Arkansas, 
Ohio,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas, 
Utah. 

Up  2  per  cent  or  less:  Illinois,  Indiana, 
New    Jersey,    Rhode    Island. 

Up  3  per  cent  or  less:  Alabama,  Flo- 
rida,   Louisiana,    Washington. 

Up  4  per  cent  or  less:  California,  Dela- 
ware,    Connecticut. 

Up    5   per   cent:    Maryland. 

Up    6    per    cent:     Michigan,    Virginia. 

Up    16    per    cent:    Nevada. 

Up   25   per   cent:    District  of    Columbia. 

Down  1  per  cent  or  less:  Georgia,  Mas- 
sachusetts,   Maine,    Missouri. 

Down  2  per  cent  or  less:  North  Caro- 
lina, Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

Down  3  per  cent  or  less:  Colorado, 
Kentucky,     Mississippi,     Wisconsin. 

Down  4  per  cent  or  less :  Iowa,  Kan- 
sas, New  Hampshire,  New  York,  Min- 
nesota,   Vermont,    Wyoming,    Nebraska. 

Down    5    per    cent:    Nebraska. 

Down  6  per  cent  or  less:  Montana, 
Oklahoma. 

Down    7    per   cent:    Arizona. 

Down  8  per  cent:  Idaho,  New  Mex- 
ico,   North    Dakota,    South    Dakota. 

Breaking  the  national  map  down 
into  territories  as  served  by  film 
exchange  branches,  the  population 
gains  and  losses  run  as  follows: 

Up  1  per  cent  or  less:  Cleveland,  Mem- 
phis, New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  At- 
lanta. 

Up  2  per  cent  or  less:  Chicago,  Indian- 
apolis,   Los    Angeles,    Dallas. 

Up    3     per    cent    or    less:     New     Haven, 
Seattle. 

Up  7  per  cent:  Washington,  D.  O, 
Detroit. 

Down  1  per  cent  or  less:  New  York 
City,  Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh, 
Portland,  Ore.;  Charlotte,  St.  Louis, 
Omaha. 

Down  2  per  cent  or  less:  Albany, 
Kansas    City,    Milwaukee. 

Down  3  per  cent  or  less:  Denver,  Des 
Moines. 

Down  4  per  cent  or  less:  Salt  Lake 
City,    Minneapolis. 

Down   6   per   cent :    Oklahoma    City. 

Mecca  Theater  Bldg.  Sold 

Mecca  Theater  building,  Avenue 
A  and  14th  St.  has  been  acquired 
by  a  subsidiary  of  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Co.  as  part  of  the  site 
for  a  post-war  housing  development. 
Theater  has  been  dark  recently. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

DONALD  CLARK,    USA,   former   Paramount  chief 
accountant,   Cincinnati,   2nd   lieutenant. 

-•  — 

*  PROMO  I  ED  * 

ORVAL   MOATS,   USA,   former  assistant  manager, 
Tivoli,    Chicago,    promoted    to    sergeant. 


*  ARMY  * 

RALPH    ERMILLO,   State   Lake   Theater,   Chicago. 
ROBERT    BRUER,     Riviera,    Chicago. 
RICHARD  KLINE,  manager  Peoples,  Tarentum,  Pa. 
ALAN    KEUSCH,    Paramount,    Cincinnati. 


*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

PHIL   ARNOLD,   B.   &   K.   Tivoli,   Chicago. 

*  ARMY  AlK~FORCES  * 

HARRY   PAPPAS,  service  chief,  Chicago  Theater, 
Chicago.  ^ 

*  R-A.F.  * 

JOHN    ARNOT1,    Paramount    aa    sales    manager, 
Birmingham,     England. 

*  WAACS  * 

-STHER   CLARK,    Carrick   Theater,    Chicago. 
^aVAUGHAN     SPEtR,     Paramount     studio     hair- 
dresser,   Hollywood. 


Feb.  Admission  Tax 
Collections  Show  Gain 
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to  $11,874,676.18,  a  rise  of  slightly 
more  than  half  a  million  from  the 
figure  for  the  previous  month.  Ap- 
proximately 90  per  cent  of  the  to- 
tal presents  motion  picture  theater 
admissions.  Collections  are  always 
made  on  the  previous  month's  re- 
ceipts. 

March  collections  for  the  Third 
New  York  (Broadway)  district  on 
February  receipts  continued  to  rise, 
going  from  $2,093,101  for  January 
receipts  to  $2,368,546.34.  Of  this 
total,  theater  admissions  accounted 
for  $2,220,021.82,  brokers  sales,  $12,- 
776.80,  and  admissions  to  roof  gar- 
dens and  cabarets,  $135,593.88.  This 
represented  a  sizeable  increase  from 
che  previous  month  when  theater 
admissions  accounted  for  only  $1,- 
899,924  and  was  nearly  four  times 
the  collections  for  the  month  before 
chat,  when  theater  admissions  col- 
lections were  only  $546,463.  Total 
Broadway  collection  for  March,  1942, 
was  only  $1,688,332— of  which  $1,- 
578,184  was  from  theater  admissions. 

National  collection  for  March, 
1942,  was  $10,592,455,  considerably 
more  than  a  million  dollars  under 
this  year. 


Temporary  Deferment  for 
Actors  in  Certain  Cases 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — It  is  understood  that 
representatives  of  the  State  Selec- 
tive Service  board  have  informed 
studio  executives  that  temporary 
deferments  will  be  granted  to  con- 
tract actors  who  are  scheduled  to 
appear  in  heavy  budgeted  stories 
that  are  actually  in  preparation. 
However,  no  stalling  on  story  prep- 
arations to  delay  induction  of  an 
actor  will  be  tolerated  and  a  defi- 
nite date  must  be  set  for  start  of 
production  and  Selective  Service  ad- 
vised of  such  a  date. 


Crescent  Trust  Suit 
Wind-Up  May  6 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

possible  by  setting  a  deadline  of 
May  6  on  all  objections  to  the  form 
of  the  decree  and  on  all  motions  to 
amend  the  findings  of  fact  and  con- 
clusions of  law  filed  by  him  on  March 
3. 

Judge  Davies'  order  says:  "On  this 
April  19,  the  plaintiff  presented 
a  decree  for  entry  in  this  cause, 
objections  being  made  to  the 
form  of  the  decree  by  defendant 
United  Artists  Corp.  and  by  other 
defendants.  The  court  ordered  that 
all  objections  to  the  form  of  the 
decree  as  proposed  by  the  plaintiff 
be  submitted  to  him  prior  to  May  6, 
1943,  and  ordered  further  that  on 
said  date  the  decree  in  this  cause 
be  finally  settled  and  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  court.  It  is  further 
ordered  that  on  said  date  of  May  6, 
1943,  the  court  will  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  motions  filed  herein  by  the 
defendants  to  amend  the  findings  of 
fact  and  conclusions  of  law  filed 
herein   by  the  court  on   March   3." 

George  H.  Armistead,  Jr.,  chief 
council  for  Crescent,  will  file  one  or 
more  additional  motions  on  behalf 
of  his  client  and  W.  H.  Mitchell, 
Florence,  Ala.,  attorney  for  Muscle 
Shoals,  Inc.,  has  stated  that  he  will 
also   file  in   behalf  of  his  client. 


Quincy,  Mass.,  Award 
Modified  on  Appeal 
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of  the  first-runs  in  Boston  and  own 
ers  of  other  theaters  in  Quincy  anc 
nearby  towns.  Complainant  ha< 
charged  that  the  28-day  clearance 
was  unreasonable,  to  which  the  / 
bitrator   agreed.  V 

Vitagraph,  20th  Century-Fox  anc 
New  England  Theaters,  Inc.,  inter 
vened,  asking  that  the  award  be  re 
versed  and  the  case  dismissed.  Th< 
appeal  board,  however,  contendec 
that  some  reduction  was  justified 
Because  the  Strand  is  nine  miles 
from  downtown  Boston  and  is  a  mil* 
closer  to  Boston  than  Lynn,  whicl 
follows  Boston  first-runs  by  21  days 
plus  the  fact  that  Quincy  is  beyonc 
the  service  of  the  Boston  Elevatec 
Railway,  the  board  fixed  the  clear- 
ance at  21  days  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  run  at  the  theater  whicl  f 
shall  play  the  picture  first;  provided  j 
however,  that  this  award  shall  nol 
apply  to  Paramount,  Loew's  andj 
RKO  pictures  playing  in  their  owrjj 
theaters. 


Mass.  Senate  Would  Probe 
Pix  Ticket  Speculators 


PRC  Steps  Up  Musicals; 
Starts  Six  in  Four  Months 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — PRC  is  preparing  to 
make  six  musicals,  with  the  lineup 
setting  a  new  record  for  productions 
of  this  type.  All  will  start  shooting 
during  the  next  four  months  under 
supervision  of  Leon  Fromkess.  Pic- 
tures are:  "Oh,  Say  Can  You  Sing,"' 
to  be  produced  by  Jack  Schwarz; 
"Oh  Baby,"  Ripley-Monter  picture 
starring  Fifi  D'Orsay;  "I'm  from 
Arkansas,"  hillbilly  picture  to  be 
made  by  Alexander  Stern;  "Talent 
School,"  a  Jack  Schwarz  production; 
"Minstrel  Man"  and  an  untitled 
story. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cies  to  the  extent  that  "they  are  be- 
ing fleeced  of  thousands  of  dollars 
nightly"  by  persons  engaged  in  the 
reselling  of  tickets  to  the  public 
advanced  a  resolution  calling  upor 
Attorney  General  Bushnell  to  inves- 
tigate. 

It  is  alleged  that  not  only  are  legitJ 
tickets  being  immediately  seized  by 
speculators  but  that  the  "specs"  now 
hire  boys  and  girls  to  stand  in  line 
at  the  de  luxe  picture  houses  to  buy 
tickets  and  then  to  sell  these  at 
greatly  advanced  price  to  those  whe 
either  do  not  wish  to  stand  in  line 
or  who  are  told  there  are  no  seats 
available. 

"We  are  seeking  to  prevent  the 
fleecing  of  the  public,"  said  Sen 
Maurice  M.  Goldman,  Boston.  "A 
racket  exists  whereby  the  operatoi 
in  the  box-office  and  ticket  specula 
tors  or  agencies  have  entered  intc 
an  arrangement  and  work  together. 
The  difference  in  the  price  betweer' 
that  legitimately  charged  and  thati 
charged  by  the  speculators  is  thenj 
split  between  them." 

Goldman  charged  that  the  public! 
is  being  fleeced  of  sums  between- 
$1,000  and  $2,000  nightly  in  Boston. 
The  measure  asking  that  Attorney 
General  Bushnell  investigate  the 
charges  was  then  offered  in  a  reso- 
lution by  Senator  George  Stantonj 
of  Fitchburg. 


20th-Fox  Sets  Releases 

National  release  dates  on  four1 
new  productions  have  been  set  by 
20th-Fox  as  follows:  "My  Friend 
Flicka,"  which  went  into  release  on 
Friday;  "Tonight  We  Raid  Calais," 
April  30;  "They  Came  to  Blow  Up 
America,"  May  7;  "Crash  Dive," 
May  14. 
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TRIGGER™ 


ME  OF  THE 
COWBOYS 

w*A  SMILED  BURNETTE 


E   WORLD'S 
SMARTEST  HORSE 


^BOB  NOLAN  wTHE  SONS 
^PIONEERS-PEGGYMORAN 

GERALD  MOHR-DOROTHEA  KENT 
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"Should  be  seen  by  everyone- N.y.  Daily  News... 
"Superbly  told'- Waiter  wincheii . . .  'Dramatic 
powerhouse  of  superior  box-office 

rating- Film  Daily... "A  superior 

thriller  -  Motion  Picture  Daily... 

'Will  keep  you  on  edge 

—  New  York  Daily  Mirror... 
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Presented  by  Arnold  Pressburger 

starring 

BRIAN  DONLEVY 

Walter  Brennan  •  Anna  Lee 

with  GENE  LOCKHART 

Dennis  O'Keefe- Alexander  Granach 

Produced  and  Directed  by  FfitZ  Laflg 

Screen  Play  by  John  Wexley  •  Adaptation  and 

Original  story  by  Bert  Brecht  and  Fritz  Lang 

Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 
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Your  Theatre  is  the  Front  Line 
of   the   2nd   War   Loan    Drive! 
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ESSENTIAL  WORK"  ORDER  HITS  NEW  HAVEN 

4ew  Easter  Attendance    Records   Established 


usic  Hall  and  Paramount 
st  New  Easter  Marks; 
g  Nation- Wide  Business 

Easter  week-end  business  on 
oadway  was  regarded  as  the  big- 
Bt  in  history.  Mild  weather,  plus 
nillion  Easter  paraders  on  Sunday, 
ye  the  houses  on  the  big  stem 
*nd-out  attendance  throughout  the 

I- 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  broke  all 
:ords  for  an  Easter  holiday  period. 

eater  grossed  $73,000  from  Thurs- 
y  through  Sunday  with  "Flight 
t   Freedom."    It    was    the    second 

ek  for   the  picture   which   pulled 

$110,000  the  first  week. 
The    Broadway    Paramount    also 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Escape"  Pix  First 
\  hoice  of  Iowa  Fans 


Des  Moines,  la. — Exhibitors  here 
t  "escape"  movies  as  the  most 
.•ored  fan  type  at  present,  but  also 
ik  heavy  war  dramas  as  a  very 
se  second. 

3.  Ralph  Branton,  general  man- 
er  of  Tri-States  Theaters  Corp., 
ted  "Mrs.  Miniver"  as  the  top  at- 
ldance  war  pic.  in  Des  Moines  and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


i 


ass  P.  R.  Bill  Putting 
>c  Trade  Under  D  of  A 


<A  bill  which  would  virtually  place 
i  motion  picture  industry  in  Puerto 
:o  under  the  Department  of  Agri- 
^ture  and  Commerce  has  been 
ssed  by  the  legislature   and  now 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Sevan,  U.S.  Air  Hero, 
Is  Missing  in    lotion 

Springfield,  Mass. — Staff  Sgt.  Don- 
ald J.  Bevan,  AAF,  formerly  of  the 
Paramount-  Theater  staff,  and  nephew 
of  Harry  Smith,  general  manager  of 
Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Hue,  reported  missing  in  action  in 
the  European  area.  He  had  been 
awarded  the  Air  Medal  with  Oak 
Cluster  for  earlier  conspicuous  service. 


Chieago  Loop   lit  raters  Increase  Ad  Space, 
Sending  Aeivspitper  Lineage  Figures  Skgivard 

Chicago — Paced  by  Loop  film  theaters,  which  materially  increased  their 
use  of  advertising  space,  local  daily  and  Sunday  newspapers  scored  theater- 
lineage  gains  totaling  80,349  lines  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year.  Gains 
individually  ranged  from  the  1,628  linesof  the  Sunday  Herald-American  (Hearst) 
to  the  16,602  lines  of  the  Daily  Sun  (Marshall  Field).  Peak  lineage  figure 
was  reported  by  the  daily  Herald-American,  with  207,035  lines  of  amusement 
and  theater  copy  for  the  quarter.  Sunday  Herald-American  was  low  with 
36,801    lines.     Figures  are  those  of   Media   Records,   Inc. 


East  Not  Included      !  Deny  Goetz-Selznick 
In  Easier  'Gas'  Order  Take  Option  on  UA 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  <DAIL¥ 
Washington — As  indicated  by  The 
Film  Daily  yesterday,  OPA  has 
eased  the  restriction  on  "in-course- 
of-work"  driving,  thereby  allowing 
250  miles.  Film  salesmen  are  cov- 
ered by  this  order  along  with  thou- 
sands of  other  types  of  workers  who 
need  the  additional  mileage.  Provi- 
sion has  also  been  made  for  the  in- 
creased tire  use  called  for  with  the 
additional  mileage. 

The  Eastern  shortage,  area,  where 

(Continued  on   Page   4) 


Schine,  Norwalk,  O.,  Asks 
Clearance  Elimination 


Cleveland  —  Jerome  Friedlander, 
attorney,  has  filed  an  arbitration 
case  with  the  local  board  in  behalf 
of  Schine's  Theater  in  Norwalk.  Re- 
lief sought  is  entire  elimination  of 
seven  days  clearance  granted  to 
Warners'  Ohio  Theater,  Sandusky, 
by    M-G-M,    Paramount    and    Vita- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Authentic  sources  de- 
nied a  published  report  that  William 
Goetz  and  his  brother-in-law,  David 
O.  Selznick,  have  taken  an  option  on 
the  ownership  of  United  Artists  and 
pointed  out  that  Mary  Pickford  and 
Charles  Chaplin  would  not  grant 
such  an  option  to  any  person  or 
company.  It  is  known,  however,  that 
UA  would  welcome  Goetz  into  its 
fold  as  a  producer. 

Little  credence  was  given  to  a  pub- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Commons  Librarian  Will 
Talk  on  Pix  Role  in  War 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  President  Walter 
Wanger  of  Academy  of  M  P  Arts 
and  Sciences,  has  invited  Hilary  St. 
George  Saunders,  assistant  librar- 
ian of  British  House  of  Commons 
and    combined    operations    recorder 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


To  Release  'Prelude  to  War' 

Plan  Has  War  Dept. 'Loaning'  OW1 150  Prints 


Fights  City  Amusement  Tax 
As  Revealing  Biz  Volume 


Portland — F.  C.  Weskil,  pioneer 
Colfax  exhibitor,  objects  to  the  pro- 
posed city  admissions  tax  princi- 
pally because  it  would  make  public 
the  volume  of  his  business.  At  a 
meeting  of   Colfax  city  officials,  he 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra's  "Prelude 
to  War,"  first  of  the  series  of  "orien- 
tation" films  originally  made  by  the 
War  Department  Special  Services  for 
showing  to  U.  S.  troops,  will  be 
given  a  theatrical  release  on  May 
27,  it  was  jointly  announced  yester- 
day by  Francis  S.  Harmon,  WAC 
executive  vice-chairman,  and  Elmer 
Davis,  OWI  director.  The  announce- 
(Continued  orv  Page  8) 


Four  Film  Men  Told  to  Get 
War  Jobs  or  be  Classified 
In  1-A;  Wide  Effect  Seen 


Four  industry  men  in  the  New 
Haven  territory  have  been  ordered 
to  find  "essential"  jobs  within  30 
days,  thus  creating  a  situation  that 
may  have  nation-wide  effect  on  the- 
ater  and    exchange   operation. 

The  four  men  affected  by  the  or- 
der are  Jack  Post,  booker  for  the 
Fishman  circuit,  New  Haven;  Philip 
Gravitz,  M-G-M  booker;  Sam  Hadel- 
man,  operator  of  the  Capitol  and 
Colonial  Theaters,  Bridgeport,  and 
George    Miller,    of    the    Bailey    the- 

(Continued   on   Page    8) 


N.  J.  Allied  to  Hold 
Parley  at  West  End 


Allied  Theater  Owners  of  New 
Jersey  will  hold  its  "24th  annual 
conference  of  showmen-at-war"  at 
the  Hollywood  Hotel,  West  End,  N. 
J.,  on  June  29,  30  and  July  1,  it  was 
decided  at  a  board  meeting  yester- 
day. All  branches  of  the  industry 
will  be  invited  to  attend  the  confer- 
ence. National  Allied  leaders  are 
expected  to   attend  the   sessions. 

Harry    Lowen stein,    president    of 

(Continued   on   Page   4) 


Victory  Gardening  New 
Hot  Weather  Competition 

Add  exhibitor  woes:  Suburban  op- 
erators have  already  noted  adverse 
effects  from  the  Victory  garden 
movement.  Seems  that  practically 
everyone  with  a  piece  of  ground  is 

(Continued  on   Page   4) 


Little  Change  In 

Portables  Setup 

Number  of  portable  theaters  op- 
erated in  the  U.  S.  has  remained 
virtually  constant  during  the  past 
three  years,  according  to  figures  in 
the  1943  FILM  DAILY  Year  Book. 
Book  indicates  466  portables  operat- 
ing on  Jan.  1  of  this  year.  Last  year 
there  were  468  and,  in  1941,  463. 
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Expand  HVC  Executive  Group 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — By-laws  of  the  Holly- 
wood Victory  Committee  have  been 
amended  to  include  13  more  mem- 
bers on  the  executive  committee. 
New  members  will  comprise  a  pro- 
ducer or  executive  of  every  major 
studio,  United  Artists,  Society  of 
Independent  Motion  Picture  Produc- 
ers, and  the  Radio  Advertising  Coun- 
cil, plus  Marco  Wolff  and  Arch 
Reeve. 


Trade  Press  Editors  At 
D.  C.  "Moscow"  Preview 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — Film  industry  daily 
and  weekly  paper  editors  have  been 
invited  by  the  National  Press  Club 
to  come  here  tomorrow  to  represent 
the  trade  at  the  first  international 
preview  of  Warners'  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  at  the  Earle. 

Editors  who  already  have  accept- 
ed the  invitations  and  will  arrive  to- 
morrow noon  from  New  York,  include 
Chester  B.  Bahn,  Film  Daily;  Wil- 
liam G.  Formby,  Boxoffice;  Abel 
Green,  Variety;  Charles  E.  (Chick) 
Lewis,  Showmen's  Trade  Review; 
Herbert  M.  Miller,  The  Exhibitor; 
Sam  Shain,  Motion  Picture  Daily. 
Hollywood  Reporter,  Motion  Picture 
Herald,  The  Independent  and  other 
trade  publications  also  will  be  rep- 
resented. 

Felix  Cotten,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Press  Club,  will  be  host  to  the 
trade  press  group  at  a  luncheon  in 
the  club,  after  which  they  will  at- 
tend the  "Mission  to  Moscow" 
screening.  Party  returns  to  New 
York  tomorrow  night. 


An  invitation  press  preview  of 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  also  will  be 
held  here  tomorrow  night  at  the 
Hollywood  Theater  where  the  pic  will 
have  its  premiere  Thursday. 


WB  Circuit  Bookers 
Called  For  Meeting 


In  addition  to  the  zone  managers, 
Warner  Circuit  film  buyers  and  book- 
ers, have  been  called  to  New  York 
today  for  a  joint  meeting  to  be  con- 
ducted by  Joseph  Bernhard,  War- 
ners vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager  of  the   theaters. 

Buyers  arriving  for  the  meeting 
include:  Alex  Halperin,  Chicago; 
Nat  Fellman,  Cleveland;  Max  Fried- 
man, Albany;  Bert  Jacocks,  Boston; 
Max  Hoffman,  New  Haven;  Frank 
Damis,  Newark;  John  Turner,  Phila- 
delphia; George  Crouch,  Washing- 
ton; Harry  Feinstein,  Pittsburgh. 

This  meeting  will  follow  the  morn- 
ing session  for  the  zone  managers 
and  home  office  executives 


Appoint  Wappaus  Mgr. 
Of  RKO  H.O.  Contract  Dept. 

Herbert  E.  Wappaus  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  RKO  Radio's 
home  office  contract  department,  suc- 
ceeding E.  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  who  re- 
signed last  week  to  enter  the  Army 
as  a  first  lieutenant.  Wappaus  has 
been  with  RKO  since  1927,  serving 
in  various  capacities  in  the  sales  de- 
partment. He  was  promoted  from 
the  playdate  department. 


Savett  Adds  Two  Houses 

Harry  Savett  of  the  Faust,  Faust, 
N.  Y.,  has  taken  over  the  Commu- 
nity, Newton  Falls,  and  established 
a  theater  in  Tahawus,  N.  Y.,  new 
iron  ore  center  and  present  scene 
of  a  huge  construction  prpgram. 
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Wis.  Theaterman  Dies 
In  Army  Plane  Crash 

Green  Bay,  Wis. — Tech.  Sgt.  Carl- 
ton F.  Budd,  23,  was  killed 
SEjy  >n  an  airplane  crash  in  Latin 
\p^  America.  Before  his  enlist- 
ment in  June,  1940,  Budd 
was  an  employe  of  the  Bay  Theater 
here. 


Shumow  to  Milwaukee  for 
Metro;  Promote  Kemptgen 

Harry  J.  Shumow,  M-G-M  branch 
manager  in  Omaha  for  the  last  13 
years,  has  been  appointed  branch 
manager  in  Milwaukee  to  succeed 
the  late  Sam  Shurman.  Shumow 
will  take  over  his  new  duties  next 
Monday. 

Succeeding  Shumow  at  Omaha  will 
be  John  G.  Kemptgen,  sales  manager 
in  Chicago  for  several  years.  Henry 
Kahn,  Chicago  salesman,  assumes 
Kemptgen's   former  post. 

Shumow  joined  M-G-M  17  years 
ago  as  a  salesman,  having  been  em- 
ployed by  Sam  Shurman,  whose 
death  last  month  left  the  post  open. 
Kemptgen  joined  Goldwyn  Pictures 
Corp.  as  a  bookkeeper  in  1919.  Kahn 
was  manager  for  M-G-M  in  Berlin 
from  1926  to  1928  and  for  Fox  from 
1928  to  1935.  He  also  was  Central 
European  manager  for  Fox  and 
served  a  year  in  South  Africa  for 
the  company. 

Carroll  vs.  Para.  Suit 
To  Trial  in  Two  Weeks 


Earl  Carroll's  $150,000  bieach-of- 
contract  and  libel  action  against 
Paramount  Pictures  yesterday  was 
placed  on  the  Federal  Court  calen- 
dar and  will  be  reached  for  trial 
within  two  weeks.  The  suit  is  based 
on  the  film  "A  Night  at  Earl  Car- 
roll's," in  which  the  plaintiff  claims 
that  he  was  falsely  represented  as 
producer.  He  alleges  he  could  not 
be  considered  the  producer  because 
the  film  company  permitted  him 
little  or  no  say  in  the  production 
of  the  picture. 


Court  Refuses  to  Cut 
$100,000  Rosselli  Bail 


John  Rosselli,  formerly  West  Coa.st 
agent  for  the  "syndicate"  chargel 
with  racketeering  in  the  film  indus- 
try, yesterday  was  denied  a  reduc- 
tion in  his  $100,000  bail  by  New 
York  Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy. 
The  court 'set  the  trial  for  May  17, 
at  which  time  it  is  expected  that  the 
older  seven  defendants  will  be 
brought  to  trial. 

AAAA  War  Effort  Meet 
To  be  Held  in  Fortnight 

A  conference  of  all  groups  in  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America  will  be  held  within  the  next 
two  weeks  to  take  up  plans  for  full 
mobilization  of  the  entertainment 
world  in  the  interests  of  the  war 
effort. 


(Offline  and  GOIM 


ARTHUR  FREED,  the  M-G-M  producer,  is  h 
from  the  Coast. 

CHARLES  EINFELD  yesterday  returned 
Washington,  where  he  will  remain  till  Thursd 

S.  SYLVAN  SIMON  returned  to  the  Coast  y 
terday. 

RED  SKELTON  goes  back  to  Hollywood  tod 
JUNE  HAVOC,  will   arrive   in  HollywoodV- 

Chicago   tomorrow   to  start  work   in   "Hi  m 

Diddle." 

CEORGE  SMITH,  Paramount  Western  divis 
manager,  has  left  on  a  business  visit  to  Dal 
Oklahoma  City  and  Memphis.  He  is  expec 
back   early  next  week. 

EDWARD  GOLDEN,  producer  of  "Hitl 
Children,"  and  his  son,  ROBERT,  have  retur 
fiom    Hollywood. 

WALTER  BRANSON,  RKO  Western  divis 
sales  manager,  is  back  from  a  trip  through 
territory. 

DeWITT  BODEEN,  RKO  writer,  returned 
the  Coast  yesterday. 

EDWARD  ALPERSON  has  gone  to  the  Coasl 
line  up  film  talent  for  the  Creek  War  Re 
Show  at  Madison  Square  Garden  on  May  18. 

ELLIOTT  NUGENT  has  returned  to  Hollyw< 

1SADOR  M.  RAPPAPORT,  owner  of  the  Hip 
drome  Theater,  Baltimore,  is  visiting  in  t 
York. 

ARNOLD  PRESSBURGER,  United  Artists  | 
ducer  is  en  route  to  Hollywood  to  prepare 
third  UA  release,  "Tomorrow  Never  Comes.' 

SCT.  JOSEPH  BREEN  is  in  Albany  on  It 
from  his  Army  duties  in  Texas.  He  was  fo 
erly  with  the  M-G-M  exchange  in  Albany. 

ELMER  (BUD)  DALE,  former  20th-Fox 
sistant  shipper  in  Albany,  now  an  Army 
cadet,    has   been   home  on  furlough. 

RALPH  PIELOW  visited  the  M-C-M  excha 
in  Albany  over  the  week-end. 

EDWARD  ARNOLD  will  be  in  Gary,  Ind., 
May  3  to  wind  up  the  city's  War  Bond  dri 

S.    J.    CRECORY,    Alliance    Theaters    gen 
manager,    and   JOHN    DOERR,    chief   booker 
the    circuit,    leave    Chicago    this    week   on 
of  the  chain's  houses  in  Washington  State. 

LT.  COL.  DAVID  Mac  DONALD,  producer 
"Desert  Victory,"  has  returned  to  New  Yorl 
await  transportation   to  England. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  is  in  town  from 
Coast  for  a  week  of  conferences  at  the  I' 
Fox  home  office. 


50  Years  in  Show  Biz, 
Judge  Foster  is  Feted 


Kenton,  O. — Former  Judge  G. 
Foster,  president  of  the  Ken 
Theater  Co.,  operating  the  Kent 
was  guest  of  honor  at  a  banq 
last  night  at  the  Weaver  Hotel 
members  of  the  film  industry  in  c< 
bration  of  his  50th  anniversary 
the  show  business.  Sam  Lichter 
20th-Fox  and  Lester  Irwin  of  Pa 
mount  were  sponsors  of  the  pari 
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The  EARLE  Theatre 

of  Washington, D.C., will  be 

CLOSED  TOMORROW 


I 


Its  facilities   have  been  turned  over  to 

The  National  Press  Club  of  Washington 

for  a  special  invitation  showing  to  the 
world  press  exclusively,  of  the  most 
momentous  motion  picture  of  our  times. 


WARNER  BROS/ 


MISSION 

MOSCOW 


A  record  of  the  confidential  dispatches  of 
the  State  Department,  official  and  personal 
correspondence  and  the  personal  diary  of 


JOSEPH  E.  DAVIES 

Former  Ambassador  from  the  United  States  to  Russia 

•        •        •        • 

For  this  presentation  to  its  membership,  the  National 
Press  Club  also  has  invited  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
press  from  leading  cities  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
free  world,  so  that  they  may  report  fully  to  this  nation 
and  to  our  friends  and  allies. 


Showing  limited  to  members  of  the  press.  Credentials  inspected  at  the  door. 


The  Earle  Theatre  will   reopen  Thursday   at   10:30  a.  m.   with    its   regularly   scheduled  attraction.  'Edge  of  Darkness' 


*— » 
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N.  J.  Allied  to  Hold 
Parley  at  West  End 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

the  New  Jersey  unit,  yesterday  ap- 
pointed a  convention  committee,  of 
which  Irving  Dollinger  of  Linden  is 
chairman.  The  committee  is  divided 
into  two  sections,  one  representing 
the  northern  New  Jersey  branch  and 
the  other  the  south  Jersey  group. 
The  northern  committee  includes 
Lee  Newbury,  Manasquan;  George 
Gold,  Newark;  Helen  Hildinger, 
Trenton;  Dave  Snaper,  New  Bruns- 
wick; Harry  Hecht,  Passaic;  Dr. 
Henry  Brown,  Lakewood;  Edward 
Lachman,  Boonton,  and  Dave  Mate, 
Little  Falls. 

The  south  Jersey  committee  con- 
sists of  Sam  Frank,  Hammonton; 
Ralph  Wilkins,  Pitman;  D.  Roscoe 
France,  Ocean  City,  and  Simon 
Myers,  Trenton.  E.  Thornton  Kelly 
is  conference  manager. 


Victory  Gardening  New 
Hot  Weather  Competition 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

trying  to  grow  some  of  next  sea- 
son's vegetables  and,  what  with 
weeds  and  sore  backs,  the  amateur 
farmers  just  don't  get  to  the  movies 
so  often.  What's  more,  exhibs.  fear 
the  gardens  will  take  even  more 
time  as  the  weather  gets  warmer. 


Joan  Fontaine  a  Citizen 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Joan  Fontaine,  Brit- 
ish subject  born  in  Japan,  has  been 
admitted  to  U.  S.  citizenship. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Virginia  Marie  McCullough,  secre- 
tary to  Jack  Cohn,  and  Lt.  Roger 
Francis  De  Pasco,  Army  Air  Corps, 
were  married  Saturday. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Barbara  Pepper  and 
Lt.  Hugh  Enfield,  USMC,  known  on 
the  screen  as  Craig  Reynolds,  were 
married  Saturday.  Lt.  Enfield  was 
wounded  on  Guadalcanal  and  is  home 
on  leave. 


Chicago  —  Betty  Jane  Eckhardt, 
daughter  of  Bill  Eckhardt,  Stadium 
Theater  treasurer  was  married  to 
Bernard  O'Connell. 


Chicago  —  Virginia  Abel  of  the 
Pamamount  Exchange  and  Robert 
Thomas  were  married. 


Cleveland — Ruth  Moss,  secretary 
to  Columbia  branch  manager  Lester 
Zucker,  has  announced  May  23  as 
the  date  of  her  wedding  to  Irving 
Rosenthal,  instructor  in  journalism 
at  City  College,  New  York.  Helen 
Katzell  moves  up  to  fill  her  position. 


T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  WHILE  the  preposition  "about"  prefixes  the  date,  July  4, 
in  all  references  to  the  proposed  release  date  of  Walt  Disney's  "Victory 
Through  Air  Power,"  this  corner  has  a  hunch  that  Independence  Day 
will  actually  be  selected-    ...  .Guess  is  based  on  the  angle  that  the  opus 

is  now  well  on  its  way   toward  completion Mister  Disney  &  Co. 

being  consummate  showmen,  considerable  accent  could  be  placed  on  the 
screen  interpretation  of  Major  Alexander  P.  de  Seversky's  book  by 
giving  it  to  exhibs.  as  a  substitute  for  July  4  fireworks, — which  Phil  M. 

understands   the   attraction   is According   to    the    underground,   the 

footage  will  be  approximately  72  mins.  running  time.  ...  •  That  book 
penned  by  Joan  Bennett  on  wartime  beauty  is  scheduled  to  come  off  the 

famed  Alfred  Knopf  presses  on  Sept.  1 La  Bennett's  manuscript  is 

all  finished Illustrating  it  comes  next.  ...      •   Sam  (PRC)  Kesten- 

baum  trains  out  of  Penn  Station  today  for  Baltimore  to  arrange  run  of 
"Corregidor"  at  Mayfair  Theater  there,  commencing  May  6.  .  .  .  •  Ser- 
vice flag  on  Loew's  State  is  now  bearer  of  the  numerals  2029 It's 

a  credit  to  that  far-flung  org.  ...     •   Nobody  is  more  interested  in  all 

the  current  week's  doin's  anent  "Mission  to  Moscow"  than  Mr.  "H.  M.," 
who  avidly  follows  at  his  local  hotel  suite  every  press  and  radio  men- 
tion of  this  latest  WB  powerhouse.  ...     •    First  public  showing  of  the 

much  discussed  "The  Nazis  Strike,"  second  in  the  Frank  Capra  series  of 
war  pix,  will  be  held  at  the  Annual  Inaugural  Meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge, 
B'Nai  B'Rith,  in  the  Hotel  Commodore's  Grand  Ballroom  next   Tuesday 
evening.   May   4 ......  At   the   meeting,   Adolph   Schimel,   newly   elected 

president  of   Cinema,   will   be   installed  in   office,   and  Rabbi   Joseph  H. 

Lookstein  will  deliver  the  invocation Edward  E.  Gudtstadt,  executive 

director  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League,  will  be  the  guest  speaker 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  EMERSON  YORKE,  executive  producer  of  Emerson  Yorke 
Studio,  planed  into  town  over  the  week-end  from  Las  Cruces,  New  Mex- 
ico, where  he  headquartered  for  the  past  fortnight  while  inaugurating 
production  on  two  films  in  tlie  Mesilla  Valley  for  the  Office  of  the  Co- 
ordinator of  Inter-American  Affairs The  films,  both   two-reelers, 

are  "Soldiers  of  the  Soil"  and  "Eyes  for  Tomorrow,"  and  are  under 
the  direction  of  Allen  Luey  who  recently  completed  "We  Choose  To 
Live"  for  the  Surgeon  General's  Office  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, Washington Al  Jarrett  is  in  charge  of  the  camera  work  on 

both  productions.  ...  •  Did  you  read  Drew  Pearson's  columnar 
report  on  the  young  AAF  flier  whose  bag  of  Nazi  planes  in  Tunisia 

finally   led  General  "Hap"  Arnold   to   quiz  him "What  uniform 

did  you  wear  before  you  came  over  here?"  asked   the   General 

"The  blue  and  gold,  sir" "Whose  colors  are  they?"  queried  Arnold 

"Roxy's  in  New   York.  I  used   to   be  an  usher  there,"  was   the 

answer There  are  74  other  Roxy  "veterans"  in  the  armed  forces. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ANNABELLA  (Mrs.  Tyrone  Power)  was  feted  yesterday  after- 
noon at  the  Sherry-Netherland  by  20th-Fox  at  a  cocktail  reception  which 
was  heavily  attended  by  the  trade  press,  national  magazines,  news 
services  and  metropolitan  daily  representatives The  company's  con- 
tingent included  Larry  Kent,  Lt.  Thornton  Sergeant  (division  manager 
West  Coast  Theaters),  Charles  Schlcdfer,  Hal  Home,  Jeanette  Sawyer  and 

Joe  Shea One  of  the   features  of  the  reception  was   a  mass  trade 

paper  photograph  in   which   the   trade   scriveners   appeared   before   the 

shutters   and   lenses   in   company   with   the   guest   of   honor It   was 

virtually  a  20th-Fox  edition  of  "One  Hundred  Men  and  a  Girl." 

T  T  ▼        . 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Rochester — Thousands  of  pontoons  f< 
use  of  U.  S.  invasion  forces  all  over  th 
world  have  been  shipped  by  Eastman  Kodal 
They  are  put  together  in  a  building  former 
used   for   storage   at  Kodak   Park. 

...  —  V...-7- 

Four  truck  loads  of  tin  cans — more  4 
40,000  in  number — were  carted  away  i. 
the  Langley  Theater,  Hampton,  Va.,  whai 
manager  Calvin  Ball  had  staged  a  "Ti 
Can  Matinee."  Matinee,  staged  with  th 
collaboration  of  the  local  American  Legici 
Post,  and  at  the  request  of  Captain  ' 
C.  Shank,  Salvage  director  for  the  count 
will   be    repeated   shortly. 

.  .  .  _  V  .  .  .  — 

Chicago — A  Red  Cross  blood  bank  can- 
paign  in  which  Alliance  Theater  Circu 
houses  will  offer  free  tickets  to  dona 
is  announced  by  Peter  Panagos,  promotic 
director.  In  towns  where  there  are  r 
blood  banks,  parties  will  be  organized  I 
go  to  the  nearest  city  with  a  Red  Cro: 
depot. 


East  Not  Included 
In  Easier  'Gas'  Order 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  relief  given  film  salesmen  in  ye; 
terday's  order  still  does  not  appl; 
include  the  New  England  state 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsy 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgini 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolin; 
Georgia,  Florida,  District  of  Colun 
bia  and  Jefferson,  Berkeley,  Morgai 
Hampshire,  Hardy,  Mineral,  Grar 
and  Pendleton  counties  in  West  Vii 
ginia. 

To  qualify  for  the  additional  milt 
age  salesmen  must  show  that  the 
need  it  entirely  for  "course-of-work 
travel  and  are  arranging  to  shar 
their  cars  as  much  as  possible. 

Local  ration  boards  will  be  instructed  to  iss 
C  books  and  stickers  to  applicants  who  me 
these  conditions  and  have  not  been  able 
drive  more  than  470  miles  per  month.  Appl 
cants  are  urged  not  to  go  to  the  local  boart 
before  they  are  forced  to  in  order  to  prevei 
swamping  of  the  local  boards. 

OPA  price  restrictions  have  been  lifted  fro 
maintenance  and  repair  service  on  publ 
address  systems  and  signs,  Price  Administrati 
Prentiss  M.  Brown  announced  yesterday.  The: 
items,  he  said,  are  insignificant  in  the  co 
of  living,  and  administration  of  the  ceilini 
and  enforcement  difficulties  are  "out  of  propo 
tion    to    their    intrinsic    sigificance." 


STORKS 


Advent  of  twin  daughters  is  ar 
nounced  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milto 
Star.  Star  has  just  relinquished  hi 
duties  with  the  Bijou  Amusement  C< 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  join  OWI  i 
Washington. 


Springfield,  111. — Paul  Morgan,  as 
sistant  at  the  Orpheum,  has  a  ne- 
son,  Philip  Daniel. 
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"Escape"  Pix  First 
Choice  of  Iowa  Fans 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Star  Spangled  Rhythm,"  "For  Me 
and  My  Gal"  and  "The  Road  to  Mo- 
rocco" as  top  attendance  'escape' 
pictures. 

Emil  Franke,  manager  of  the 
RKO-Orpheum,  listed  "Yankee  Doo- 
dle Dandy"  as  the  top  attendance 
'escape'  picture  and  "Commandos 
Strike  at  Dawn"  and  "Hitler's  Chil- 
dren," both  war  pictures,  as  also  top 
b.o.   attractions. 

Both  Branton  and  Franke  reported 
attendance  up  about  20  per  cent  over 
a  year  ago.  Branton  estimated  that 
about  30  per  cent  of  the  attendance 
at  local  Tri-States  theaters  was 
service  men  and  women  while  Franke 
said  only  7  per  cent  came  from  ser- 
vice people  at  the  Orpheum. 


To  The  Colors 


Commons  Librarian  Will 
Talk  on  Pix  Role  in  War 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  the  staff  of  Vice-Admiral  Lord 
Louis  Mountbatten,  to  visit  Holly- 
wood to  discuss  with  Academy  mem- 
bers and  other  Hollywood  groups 
the  part  that  films  can  play  now 
and  in  the  post-war  reorganization 
period.  Saunders  has  accepted  the 
invitation  and  will  come  to  Holly- 
wood the  latter  part  of  May. 

Saunders  arrives  in  the  United 
States  the  first  week  in  May  at  the 
invitation  of  Elmer  Davis,  OWI  di- 
rector, to  confer  with  OWI  officials 
on  the  subject  of  the  dissemination 
to  the  public  of  war  information. 
Saunders  is  noted  as  "Anonymous," 
author  of  such  official  British  war 
reporting  books  as  "Bomber  Com- 
mand," "Coastal  Command,"  "Bat- 
tle of  Britain"  and  "Combined  Op- 
erations" which  will  be  released  in 
May. 

"Cooking  Goes  to  War" 
In  New  York  Theaters 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

ROBERT  M.  MITCHELL,  son  of  L.  H.  Mitchell 
of  FILM  DAILY  staff,  2nd  Lieutenant, 
Fort    Monmouth. 

IT.  E.  J.  SMITH,  JR.,  USA,  manager  contract 
dept.,    RKO    Radio   home   office. 

MARCY  McARDIE,  RKO  studio  nurse,  Hollywood, 
ensign   in  the  WAVES. 

J.  FRANK  STALEY,  formerly  Wood  River  The- 
ater,   Chicago,    2nd    Lieutenant,    Air    Corps. 

BBRLE  BAIN,  Schoenstadt  circuit  supervisor, 
Chicago,   lieutenant,  Army. 

STANLEY  STRAUSS,  Schoenstadt  Circuit,  Chi- 
cago,  2nd   Lieutenant,   Air  Corps. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

KNOX   BROWN,   Schoenstadt  Theaters,   Chicago, 

promoted  to  sergeant. 
M.   J.   COPPERSTEIN,   Belpark  Theater,   Chicago, 

promoted  to  technical  sergeant. 
JEROME    C.     REYNOLDS,    Air    Corps,     formerly, 

Eastman     Kodak    Co.,    Rochester,    promoted 

to  sergeant. 

*  TO  OFFICERS~SCHOOLS  * 

GEORGE  KAUFFMAN,  Schoenstadt  Circuit,  Chi- 
cago, Tanks  Corps. 

HENRY  OPPENHEIMER,  asst.  manager  Florence 
and  Circle  Theaters,  Portland,  Ore. 

CLYDE   STROUT,   manager   Blue  Mouse,   Seattle. 
—  •  — 


FRANK  WALS,  manager,  Picadilly  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

GILBERT  LEFTON,  Academy  Films  head  and  son 
of  Nat  L.   Lefton,  Cleveland. 

EARLE  KRONBERC,  chief  projectionist,  News- 
reel  Theater,  Baltimore. 

*  NAVY  * 

STAN    SPOHN,    Disney   artist,    Hollywood. 
MERLE    EAGLE,    manager,    Palace,    Peoria. 
ROBERT   H.    FERRIS,   Will  Rogers  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

-*- 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

RAY  KELLER,  Disney  accounting  dept.,  Holly- 
wood. 

MARION  MARGARET  LIND,  Eastman  Kodak  Co., 
Rochester. 

*  ARMY  AIR~~FORCES  * 

TOM    WATSON,    RKO    salesman,    Charlotte. 
JOSEPH   JARVIS,  JR.,   Delmar,   N.   Y. 


Dodgers,  O'Donnell 
Ohio  ITO  Speakers 


Columbus,  O.— William  F.  Rodg 
ers,  M-G-M  general  sales  manage] 
and  Bob  O'Donnell,  national  chie 
barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs,  will  b 
guest  speakers  at  the  ITO  of  Ohi 
"war  convention"  here  May  11-12  a 
the  Deshler-Wallick  Hotel.  Govm 
nor  John  W.  Bricker  of  Ohio  * 
is  slated  to  be  a  convention  speakej 


Rice  With  Biow  Agency 

Harry  Rice,  veteran  exploitatio 
rep.  has  joined  the  staff  of  the  Bio; 
Agency  and  is  now  en  route  to  Holi 
lywood.  Prior  to  joining  Biow,  Ric 
was  associated  with  the  exploitatio 
departments  of  Universal,  Unite 
Artists  and  RKO. 


*  ARMY  * 


Under  the  theme  of  "Cooking  Goes 
To  War,"  five  exhibitors,  one  in 
each  of  four  boroughs  and  one  in 
Jamaica,  have  offered  their  facili- 
ties to  the  CDVO  for  a  special  ser- 
ies of  wartime  courses  in  the  culin- 
ary arts.  The  first  of  these  classes, 
to  which  admission  is  free,  will  be 
held  on  May  4,  from  10  to  11  a.m. 

Russian  Director  Dead 

Moscow  —  Vladimir  Nemirovich- 
Danchenko,  68,  director  of  the  Mos- 
cow Art  Theater,  died  Sunday. 


Chicago  Theater  Man 
Slain  in  the  Pacific 

Chicago — Lt.  Ralph  Janssen,  USN, 

formerly  on   the   service   staff 

(Eft     of   the    Lincoln   Theater,   Chi- 

\^^    cago    Heights,   was   lost   with 

the   U.  S.  S.   Porter,  sunk  by 

the  Japs  in  a  battle  off  the  Solomons. 


JAMES  GUNN,  Hunt  Stromberg  scenarist,  Holly- 
wood. 

DAMIAN  O'FLYNN,  actor,  Hollywood. 

CULLY  RICHARDS,  Paramount  player,  Hollywood. 

WARD    BOND,    actor,   Hollywood. 

BOBBY  JORDAN,   Universal  actor,   Hollywood. 

LLOYD  PERRYMAN,  of  Sons  of  the  Pioneers, 
Hollywood. 

BOB   STOKELY,   Disney  Studio,  Hollywood. 

WALTER  MEYER-RADON,  Disney  camera  dept., 
Hollywood. 

HENRY  SYVERSON,  Disney  animation  dept.,  Hol- 
lywood. 

RALPH  CHADWICK,  Disney  assistant  director, 
Hollywood. 

ROBERT  BUCKLEY,  Technicolor  lab,  Hollywood. 

SEYMOUR    ROUFF,    Technicolor    lab,    Hollywood. 

STEPHEN    SNOW,    Cinecolor    lab,    Hollywood. 

MARTY    McCAE-ENE,    RKO,    Hollywood. 

DOUCLAS  MOLLY,   RKO,  Hollywood. 

JOHN   H.  TRACEY,   RKO,   Hollywood. 

BEN  SCHOENSTADT,  Schoenstadt  Circuit,  Chi- 
cago. 

ROBERT  LINDENTHAL,  Schoenstadt  Circuit, 
Chicago. 

ROBERT  NATHAN,  Schoenstadt  Circuit,  Chicago. 

STANLEY  BUTT,  Schoenstadt  head  booker,  Chi- 
cago. 


Schine,  Norwalk,  O.,  Asks 
Clearance  Elimination 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

graph.  Contention  of  the  complaint 
is  that  Sandusky  is  20  miles  from 
Norwalk  and  is  non-competitive.  It 
is  further  cited  that  the  State  The- 
aters, Sandusky,  plays  20th-Fox  and 
RKO  pictures  without  clearance 
over  Norwalk.  Complaint  is  filed 
under  Section  VIII  of  the  consent 
decree. 


Postpone  Marchessi  Hearing 

Chicago  —  Marchessi  Mt.  Carrol, 
111.  arbitration  case  hearing  set  for 
today  has  been  postponed  to  May  25, 
under   stipulations   by   both   parties. 

Raymond  A.  Hutchinson  Dead 

Weyauwega,  Wis.  —  Raymond  A. 
Hutchinson,  57,  one  time  manager 
of  the  Opera  House  here,  is  dead. 

Schines  Close  in  Van  Wert 

Van  Wert,  O.  —  Schines'  Strand, 
which  had  been  playing  a  week-end 
policy,  has  closed. 


Thanks/ 

WE  again  thank  the 
executive  who  told  us 
the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 
BOOK  was  the  finest 
book  of  reference  that 
is  published  in  any  in- 
dustry in  the  United 
States  — That's  why 
FILM  DAILY  gets  a  kick 
out  of  making  them 
better,  more  efficient 
and  more  interesting 
each  year. 


The  1943  Film  Year 
Book  is  NOW  being 
distributed  Free  to 
all  subscribers  to — 


The  1943 

Film  Year  Book 


THE  FILM 

1501  Broadway 


DAILY 

N.  Y.  C. 


„  "uesday,  April  27,  1943 


DAILY 


REVIEWS  Of 


" 


Gyandev  of  India" 

;    cdern  Film  Corp.  75  Mins. 

INDIAN  FILM  OFFERS  U.  S.  AUDI- 
OES SOMETHING  DIFFERENT;  IDEAL 
>R  ART  HOUSES. 

V!  Gyandev  of  India,"  made  in  Bombay  by 
''that  Studios,  is  the  first  Indian  all-talk- 
-  film  ever  to  be  exhibited  in  this  country, 
lis  fact  makes  the  film  of  value  as  a  nov- 
ty  in  the  American  market,  with  art  houses 
dicated  as  the  most  logical  outlet  for  the 
eduction.  Holding  out  to  audiences  in  the 
lited  States  the  chance  of  experiencing  a 
w  sensation,  the  picture  acquires  added 
terest  in  that  it  offers  an  example  of 
dian  film  making.  This  point  is  worth 
-essing  when  we  are  dealing  with  serious 
jdents  of  the  art  of  the  screen. 
„  Dealing  as  it  does  with  the  Indian  poet 
int  who  devoted  his  brief  life  (he  died  at 
)  to  the  advancement  of  the  brotherhood 
man,  the  film  possesses  a  deep  spiritual 
<ality  which  can  be  exploited  to  good  ad- 
ntage  in  view  of  the  noticeable  public 
end  toward  things  of  the  spirit  in  the 
arch  for  an  antidote  to  the  horrors  con- 
red  up  by  the  flood  of  war  films  to  which 
r  audiences  have  been  subjected. 
Although  the  film  is  not  Hollywood's 
nception  of  popular  entertainment,  being 
rremely  slow,  a  bit  too  pious  in  its  tone 
•void  of  polish  and  acted  and  written  with- 
it  much  attempt  at  finesse  and  performed 
fh  a  strange  artlessness,  it  has  much  to 
I  said  in  its  favor.  It  is  inspirational  to  a 
gh  degree;  it  has  vividness  and  color  and 
is  been  told  with  a  simplicity  that  is  dis- 
ming  as  well  as  ideally  suited  to  a  tale  of 
is  kind.  Another  thing  to  be  said  for 
e  picture  is  that  it  carries  the  lure  of  a 
:w  locale. 

The   film   has  one   fault   which   above  all 
53  will  harm  its  chances  in  America:  it  is 
rribly  sad.    Its  tone  of  sorrow  is  only  once 
twice  relieved  by  a  joyous  passage. 

The  story  has  to  do  with  the  efforts  of 
yandev  to  lift  the  curse  of  impurity  placed 
;on  his  family  because  his  father  violated 

s  priestly  vows  by  marry  ng  and  to  spread 

ilightenment      and      eliminate      injustice. 

yandev  has  to  go  through  a  terrible  ordeal 

suffering   before   he   attains   his   immor- 

lity. 

The  part  of  Gyandev  as  a  youth  is  played 
i  a  sens  five  youngster  named  Yashwant. 
lahu  Modak  plays  the  saintly  sage  as  a 
own-up. 

There  are  English  titles  in  profusion. 

CAST:  Yashwant,  Shahu  Modak,  Bhagavat, 
l-irtj,  S  Gupta,  Sumitra  Govind,  Mathur, 
hemanker,   Shanker   Kulkerni,   Ganpatrao. 

CREDITS:  Presented  by  Ram  Bagai;  Di- 
ictors,  Fatehlal  and  Damle;  Cameraman, 
.  V.  Dutt;  English  Titles,  Howard  Edgar. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOT03RAPHY,  All 
ight. 


H6UJ   flLflS  ^w  Easter  Records 

Are  Set  by  Theaters 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Eaglss  of  the  Navy" 

(Technicolor    Special) 

Warners  18  mins. 

Splendid  Offering 

Based  on  a  close-knit  and  inspir- 
ing script  by  Carl  Dudley  and  Ar- 
nold Albert,  and  photographed  under 
the  supervision  of  the  U.  S.  Navy's 
Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  "Eagles  of 
the  Navy"  takes  its  place  among  the 
elite  of  wartime-fashioned  shorfs.  It 
is  a  credit  to  the  nation,  the  Navy, 
the  latter's  magnificent  fliers,  and  to 
the  House  of  Warner.  The  story  re- 
counts flight  training  and  subsequent 
deeds  of  a  young  airman,  from  the 
time  of  his  joining  this  service  until 
and  after  he  goes  into  combat  in 
the  Pacific  as  a  member  of  an  air- 
craft  carrier's    personnel. 

All  important  stages  of  his  prep- 
arations to  do  battle  are  portrayed, 
and  many  of  these  are  eye-filling  and 
thrill-packed.  Three  surpassingly 
fine  shots  are  the  three  amphibians 
taking  off  together;  a  group  of  the 
same  craft  swinging  out  to  take  to 
the  air;  and  the  formation  of  99 
planes  in  the  skies  at  once. 

Exhibitors  should  grab  this  offer- 
ing pronto  on  two  counts, — stirring, 
interesting  entertainment,  and,  that 
the  two  reeler's  appeal  and  message 
can  induce  young  American  men  to 
make  Navy  aviation  their  careers 
until  Nippon  is  nipped  and  Germany 
de-germed. 

"Popular  Science" 

(Number  J2-4) 

Paramount  10   Mins. 

Timely  Stuff 

Highlight  sc,u:nce  of  this  tab  reel 
in  Magnacolor  is  p  ocessing  of  ply- 
wood for  use  in  U.  S.  t  aining  planes, 
nn.l  construction  of  such  aircraft 
from  the  Douglas  fir  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest-  Al?o  of  strong  interest 
to  audiences  are  the  views  depicting 
the  ingenious  packing  case  which 
contains  all  the  essentials  wherewith 
to  furnish  the  livin?  quarters  of  the 
WAVES,  and  the  architectural  won- 
ders, new  and  eld,  of  colo  ful  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  Inserted  in  the  short  is  a 
com°dy  scene  of  Prof.  Oake~  demon- 
strating; a  rubberless  girdle  for  the 
fair  sex. 


George  Lampman  Hurt 
*n  North  African  Fighting 

Rochester — Pfc.  George  Lampman, 
jrmerly  employed  at  the  Bausch  & 
omb  Optical  Co.,  has  been  seri- 
usly  wounded  in  the  North  African 
ghting,  according  to  word  received 
1  ;re. 


"Flop  Goss  the  Weasel" 

(Merrie  Melodie) 

Warner  7  Mins. 

Good 

Many  humorous  moments  are  to 
be  found  in  this  Technicolor  cartoon, 
which  has  to  do  with  the  efforts  of 
a  foxy  weasel  to  make  a  meal  of  a 
new-born  chick.  The  chick  makes  the 
mistake  of  thinking  the  weasel  is  its 
mother.  The  weasel  makes  the  most 
of  the  er  or,  but  finally  the  chick 
finds  its  real  mother.  Leon  Schles- 
inger  produced. 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
smashed  all  existing  records  for  an 
Easter  holiday,  groscing  $72,900  in 
five  days.  A  new  high  attendance 
mark  was  established  on  Saturday 
when  26  000  persons  saw  "China," 
Harry  Jam*s  and  his  band  and  the 
Golden  Gate  Quartet.  An  extra  show 
was  presented  at  1  a.m.,  making  sev- 
en for  the  day.  Lines  have  been 
forming  as  earlv  as  4  A.M.  Thrty 
n^life  officers  have  been  on  duty  to 
handle  the  crowds.  Day-by-day  at- 
tendance fiaru'-es  since  the  opening 
nf  the  present  show  are  as  follows: 
Wodnesdav.  2°  000:  Thursday,  22,500; 
Friday,  21.500;  Saturday.  26,000; 
Sunday,  23,000.  Yesterday's  attend- 
ance was  estimated  at  24.000. 

In  every  other  theater  along  the 
street,  the  SRO  siern  was  the  rule. 
Long  lines  stretched  fom  practically 
evrv  box  office  throughout  the  day. 

Not  onlv  in  New  York  d'd  the  pub- 
lic rush  for  motion  picture  enter- 
tainment. Reports  being  received  by 
hnmc  offices  yesterday  from  key 
"iHes  ind'e^ted  that  larere  and  small 
towns  matched  New  York  on  a  basis 
of  coTv>"ar:sor\  f«r  theater  attend- 
ance.   Reco  ds  fell  in  many  spots. 


P"'«  P.  R.  HU1  Pii«Uncr 
Pic  Trade  Under  D  of  A 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 
*wait«  +he  sip-nature  of  the  e/overnor. 
Th»  hill  is  -";d  to  be  patterned  after 
th»  NppIv  Bill. 

Foreign  department  managers  met 
"«st°'Hav  at  the  MPPDA  to  discuss 
thn  measure. 


"^*<-"«  err*  A  drr',te'»"  Pilm 

^inhts  Leased  3  Years 


M:"v,r",l  Tr,dH  ha<;  l«as^d  the  sceen 
-Vt«  to  "St*"  and  G*rt°r"  to  Jule- 
Ste'n.  head  of  Music  Corporation  of 
America,  for  a  three-year  period  at 
the  end  of  which  they  will  be  restored 
to  him.  The  consideration  is  $175,- 
000.  It  is  understood  Stein  will  pro- 
duce the  fihn  independently  for  re- 
Voc-o  either  by  United  Artists  or 
RKO.  The  film  is  not  pxnected  to 
be   released  before   April  20,   1944. 


WMT  Nel  Uo  Shorp'y 

S-finerfeH.  Mass. — Western  Mas- 
sachusetts Theaters,  Inc.,  showed  a 
large  gain  in  profit  during  1942,  ac- 
crro'ing  to  its  report  for  the  year. 
The  net  jrain  was  $97,820  after  fll 
charges,  including  Federal  taxes  of 
$177,112.  This  compares  with  a  net 
profit  in  1941  of  $65,411.  Gross  in- 
come from  the  theater  chain  reached 
$1,870,498  compared  with  $1,672,548 
in  1941  and  $1,591,584  in  1940. 


John  H.  Wigmore  Dies 

Chicago — John  H.  Wigmore,  at- 
torney and  member  of  the  Chicago 
arbitration  panel,  died  in  an  auto 
accident. 
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in  New  Haven  Told 
To  Find  War  Jobs 


(.Continued  from  Page    1) 


aters.  The  men  have  been  told  that 
unless  they  get  into  essential  war 
work  within  30  days  they  will  be 
clrssified  in  1-A. 

Action  by  the  draft  board  which 
issued  the  order  has  stirred  up  con- 
siderable comment,  inasmuch  as  it 
appears  that  the  board  has  used  its 
own  interpretation  of  the  manpower 
edicts.  While  other  boards  have  not 
included  managers,  bookers  and  own- 
ers in  the  "theatrical  services"  clas- 
sification, the  New  Haven  board  has 
used  its  authority  to  pick  men  out 
of  those  categories. 

Post,  the  Fishman  booker,  told 
The  Film  Daily  yesterday  that  he 
had  received  his  order  by  mail  and 
that  he  expected  to  look  immediate- 
ly for  some  kind  of  a  war  job,  but 
that  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
get  a  shift  that  would  permit  him 
to  work  a  few  hours  each  morning 
at  the  Fishman  office. 

The  New  Haven  order  has  caused 
concern  among  both  the  distribu- 
tion and  exhibition  branches,  as 
execs,  fear  that  similar  orders  may 
be  issued  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 


Iowa  Film  Salesmen 
Rename  Brimmer  Prexy 


Des  Moines,  la. — The  Iowa  Film 
Salesman  club  re-elected  officers  for 
a  second  six-month  period  at  a  meet- 
ing at  which  all  members  offered 
their  services  for  the  Red  Cross 
blood  bank.  W.  C.  Brimmer  of  Re- 
public was  re-named  as  president; 
W.  F.  De  Frenne  of  RKO  as  secre- 
tary; and  George  Baumeister  of 
M-G-M  as  treasurer. 


Second-Runs  at  Oriental 

Chicago — Owing  to  shortage  of 
product,  the  Oriental  is  now  using 
second-runs. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


HARRY    SAX,    manager,    Picadilly    Theater,    Chi- 
cago. 

E.    FITZCIBBONS,    Paramount   publicity,   Chicago. 
GORDON    MILLS    (president    of    Soundies),    vice- 
president    of    Mills    Novelty    Co.,    Chicago. 

WILL      CROUCH,      production      and      promotion, 
Soundies,    Co.,    Chicago. 

GEORGE     OSHREN,    Western     representative     of 
USO-Camp    Shows,     Inc.,     Hollywood. 

BILL   HOUCK,   manager  Telenews,   Seattle. 
MICHAEL    AUERBACH,     manager    Lake    Theater, 
Cleveland. 

JOHN    J.    PRUSKY,    assistant    shipper,    RKO,    Al- 
bany. 

JOHNNY    CAPANO,    head    shipper,    Republic,    Al- 
bany. 

AL  VILBER,   assistant  shipper,  20th-Fox,   Albany. 

GERRY    CERMAINE,    manager,    Suffolk,    Holyoke, 
Mass. 

JAMES   M.    GARDNER,   assistant   booker,   Colum- 
bia,  Memphis.  , 


To  Release  'Prelude  to  War' 

Plan  Has  War  Dept.  'Loaning'  OW1 150  Prints 


(.Continued  from  Page   1) 


ment  ended  an  impasse  that  had  been 
reached  at  a  three-way  Washington 
conference — WAC,  OWI  and  the 
Army — last  week. 

Under  the  plans  now  accepted, 
the  War  Department  will  make  150 
prints  of  the  60-minute  documentary 
available  to  the  OWI  for  use  by  the 
WAC.  Prints  will  go  to  theaters 
gratis  and  all  clearances  will  be 
waived.  The  industry  will  bear  dis- 
tribution expenses;  National  Film 
Carriers  will  transport  the  prints 
without  charge  and  the  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild  will  provide  the  press 
book.  Keystone  Broadcasting  Sys- 
tem, via  its  transcription  service, 
will  give  approximately  1,000  hours 
of  air  plug-ging  to  'Prelude"  over 
a  month's  time  from  200  stations  in 
smaller  cities. 

Theatrical  exhibition  will  be  on  a 
purely  voluntary  basis,  the  joint  an- 
nouncement disclosed,  with  indica- 
tions pointing  to  its  use  by  "sev- 
eral thousand"  theaters  in  widely 
scattered  communities.  The  War 
Department  believes  that  word-of- 
mouth  publicity  for  the  film,  spread 
by  service  men  in  their  letters  home 
from  training  camps,  will  be  mate- 
rially reflected  at  the  box-office. 

Prints  will  be  allocated  to  the  exchanges 
of    the    various    WAC     distributor    chairmen, 


with  ample  notice  given  to  all  exhibs.  as  to 
the  nearest  exchange  from  which  prints  may 
be  secured,  it  was  said  .  by  William  F. 
Rodgers,  chairman  of  the  WAC  distribu- 
tors division.  Si  Fabian,  chairman  of  the 
WAC  theaters  division,  is  sending  a  letter 
to   all    16,432   member  exhibitors,   it   was   said. 

Definite  plans  for  theatrical  release  of 
other  films  in  the  Army's  so-called  Capra 
series,  including  the  already  completed  "The 
Xazis  Strike,"  '"Divide  and  Conquer"  and 
"The  Battle  of  Britain,"  will  be  held  in 
abeyance,  pending  a  study  of  the  movie- 
goers reaction  to   "Prelude  to  War." 

(The  War  Dept.  Bureau  of  Public  Rela- 
tions has  issued  invitations  to  a  private 
showing  of  "The  Nazis  Strike"  and  "Divide 
and  Conquer"  at  20th-Fox  on  Thursday. 
Meanwhile,  it  was  announced  that  the  first 
named  would  have  its  initial  public  showing 
at  the  inaugural  meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge, 
B'nai  B'rith  next  Tuesday  in  the  grand 
ballroom    of    the    Hotel    Commodore). 

Theatrical  release  of  the  initial  Capra 
Army  film  was  the  subject  of  a  special  two- 
hour  conference  in  Davis'  Washington  office 
last  week,  with  officials  of  the  OWI  and 
War  Department  meeting  with  executives  of 
the  WAC.  When  no  agreement  was  reached 
— Washington  reports  at  the  time  said  that 
there  was  a  difference  over  policy — negotia- 
tions were  continued  by-  Davis,  Harmon, 
Joseph  H.  Hazen,  and  Col.  Stanley  Grogan. 
deputy  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  D.  Surles,  chief  of 
the    Army's    Bureau    of    Public    Relations. 

Week-end  efforts  to  evolve  a  method  for 
supplying  the  prints — obviously  the  stumb- 
ling block — brought  the  acceptable  solution — 
the  "loan"  by  the  War  Dept.  of  the  150 
prints    to    the    OWI    for    industry    use. 

It  was  said  at  the  conference  last  week  by 
Colonel  Grogan  that  with  two  exceptions 
all  the  copyright  owners  of  the  film  from 
which  shots  were  taken  for  "Predude  to 
War"  have  granted  permission  for  its  the- 
atrical   release. 


Deny  Goetz,  Selznick  Take 
Option  on  United  Artists 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

lished  report  that  Michael  Todd 
would  succeed  Goetz  who  will  re- 
main at  the  studio  from  four  to  six 
months  until  stories  and  productions 
on  his  schedule  are  completed.  (Todd 
in  New  York  yesterday  said  there 
was  no  foundation  for  a  published 
:  eport  that  he  might  replace  Goetz 
at  20th-Fox). 

In  1942  Goetz  signed  a  10-year 
contract  with  20th-Fox  which  carried 
a  clause  permitting  him  to  leave  the 
company  in  the  event  he  decided  to 
enter  the  independent  producing 
field.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  is  still  in 
service  and  it  is  questionable  wheth- 
er he  will  be  released  from  the  Army 
for  some  time. 

Meanwhile  reports  are  current 
here,  although  without  confirmation, 
that  other  top  executive  changes  in 
20th-Fox  were  in  work.  They  may 
materialize  before  the  forthcoming 
20th-Fox  stockholders'  meeting. 


Fights  City  Amusement  Tax 
As  Revealing  Biz  Volume 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
offered  to  pay  a  $400  annual  license 
fee  instead  of  the  ticket  levy. 

Exhibs.  in  other  Washington  cit- 
ies are  meeting  with  two  officials 
who  are  considering  the  tax  to  re- 
place a  state  levy  expiring  May  1. 
Reports  indicate  that,  despite  violent 
protest  on  the  part  of  Tacoma  ex- 
hibitors, the  city  council  has  ap- 
proved the  tax,  estimated  to  bring 
in  $100,000  for  the  local  treasury. 


See  No  Early  Release  From 
Army  for  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Resignation  of  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  Twentieth-Fox  produc- 
tion chief,  does  not  mean  that  Col. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  has  been  released 
from  active  duty  by  the  Army.  Actu- 
ally, there  has  not  yet  been  any 
decision  by  the  Army,  and  it  appears 
now  that  the  Zanuck  request  will  be 
allowed  to  ride  along  for  weeks  or 
even  months  before  the  final  deci- 
sion is  made. 

Zanuck  is  working:  now  in  Holly- 


Miss.  Supreme  Court 
To  Hear  Blue  Law  Case 


Jackson,  Miss. — Motion  of  attor- 
neys of  Kensington  Saenger  The- 
aters, Inc.  to  reverse  and  dismiss 
a  case  involving  alleged  violation  of 
the  130-year  old  blue  law  statute 
has  been  passed  to  hearing  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 


20th-Fox  Chi.  Meeting 
Talk  Current  Operations 


Chicago — District  Manager  Her- 
man R.  Beiersdorf  presided  at  yes- 
tei  day's  20th-Fox  meeting  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel.  Discussions  cen- 
tered  on  current  operations. 


wood,  for  the  Army,  and  is  expected 
to  be  there  for  several  weeks  yet. 
His  eventual  release  from  active 
duty  is  looked  for  by  Army  men 
here,  but  they  are  certain  that  final 
action  will  be  held  up  for  some  time. 


HCLLYWCCD 
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SIGNED 

MARK-LEE    KIRK,    art   director,    David    O.   Sel 

nick. 
BETTY  BREWER,  "Without  Notice,"  Columbia. 
LARRY   STEWART,   termer,    Republic. 
ALVINO    REY   AND   BAND,    "Jam   Session,"  Qr\ 

lumbia. 
GLEN    GRAY    AND    ORK,    "Jam    Session, 

lumbia. 
GEORGE   DOLNEZ,   termer,   Universal. 
MARILYN  MAXWELL,  termer,  M-G-M. 
GLORIA  GRAFTON,    termer,   M-G-M. 
ANTHONY    MANN,    director,    "Dancing    Debs, 

Republic. 
ANN    RICHARDS,    new    termer,    M-G-M. 
GLORIA  GRAFTON,   termer,    M-G-M. 
LARRY   STEWART,   termer,    Republic. 
TOMMY    DIX,    termer,    M-G-M. 
• 

ASSIGNMENTS 

MELVIN    LEVY,    screenplay,    "Hitler's    Women, 

Monogram. 
CHARLES  R.   MARION,  adaptation,  "He  Couldn. 

Take    it,"    Monogram. 
ALEX    GOTTLIEB,    producer;    MICHAEL    FESSIE 

and     ERNEST     PAGANO,     screenplay,     "H 

Primitive   Man,"   Universal. 
ARTHUR    DREIFUSS,    director,     "Smoke    Rings, 

Universal    short. 
EDWIN    BURKE    and    PAUL    CREEN,    screenpla 

"The    life    of    Eddie    Rickenbacker,"    20tt ! 

Fox. 
ALVA  JOHNSON,  JOHN  LARKIN,  ISABEL  LEIGH 

TON,    BILL    HENRY,    LEE    LOEB    and    JOH 

KOBLER,     research,     "The     Life     of     Edd 

Rickenbacker,"  20th-Fox. 
JOHN    H.    AUER,    director,    "We,    the    People. 

RKO. 
HAL   B.   WALLIS,   producer,   "The  Conspirators 

Warners. 
ARTHUR  SCHWARTZ,   producer,   "Gone  Are  tl  | 

Days,"    Columbia. 
JAMES   YOUNG,    technical    adviser,    "Behind   tl ' 

Rising  Sun,"   RKO. 
TIM    RYAN   and  CHARLES   R.    MARION,   screei 

play  for  Ann  Corio  starrer,   Monogram. 
EDWARD   KAY,  songs,  Ann  Corio  starrer,   Mom 

gram. 
ALEX  GOTTLIEB,  producer,  "Her  Primitive  Man 

Universal. 
LEOPOLD  ATLAS,  screenplay,  "Marseilles,"  Pari 

mount. 

CASTINGS 

JUNE  HAVOC,  "Hi  Diddle  Diddle,  Andre 
Stone-UA;  ANN  SHERIDAN,  HUMPHREY  BC 
CART,  PAUL  HENREID,  SYDNEY  GREENSTREE 
HELMUTH  DANTI-NE,  "The  Conspirators,'  Wai 
ners;  LESLIE  DENNISON,  "The  Hours  8efo{ 
the  Dawn,"  Paramount;  JOHN  RIDGELY,  "Cc 
is  My  Co-pilot,"  Warners;  CEORGE  DOLEN 
"Fired  Wife,"  Universal;  DEANNA  DURBIN,  a 
PAT  O'BRIEN,  "His  Butler's  Sister,"  Universal 
OLGA  SAN  JUAN,  "All  Around  Town,"  Par, 
mount;  TOM  FADDEN,  "To  the  Last  Man 
Warners;  ELLIOTT  REID,  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Wa: 
sell,"  Paramount;  LESLIE  DENNISON,  "Tf 
Hour  Before  the  Dawn,"  Paramount;  EMM 
DUNN  and  CHICK  CHANDLER,  "Minesweeper, 
Pine-Thomas    for    Paramount. 

RITA  HAYWORTH,  CARY  GRANT,  JANE 
BLAIR,  and  CHARLES  COBURN,  "Gone  Are  tl 
Days,"  Columbia;  ROBERT  WALKER,  "See  He 
Private  Hargrove,"  M-G-M;  ELIZABETH  RUV 
SEL,  "The  Uninvited,"  Paramount;  IRIS  ADRIA 
and  HERB  MILLER'S  ORK.,  untitled  Billy  Gi 
bert-Frank  Fay  comedy,  Monogram;  BiETT 
HUTTON  and  DIANA  LYNN,  "The  Wei 
Groomed  Bride,"  'Paramount;  GLORIA  CRAFTOI 
"Cry  Havoc,"  M-G-M;  OELIA  RYAN,  "Tl 
Girls  He  Left  Behind,"  20th-Fox;  VAN  JOHN 
SON  and  JUDY  CARLAND.  "Meet  Me  in  S 
LOUIS,"  M-G-M;  GRECORY  PECK,  "This 
Russia,"  RKO;  NANCY  GATES,  "Behind  tl 
Rising    Sun,"     RKO. 


SCHEDULED 

'Ziegfeld  Follies,"  Technicolor  musical;  produce 
ARTHUR  FREED;  M-G-M. 

'When  We  Strike  Back,"  original  story-directo 
iEDGAR   ULMER,   Atlantis,   for  PRC. 

'The  Strange  Death  of  Adolf  Hitler,"  associal 
producer,  BEN  PIVAR;  script  FRITZ  KOR1 
NER;  director,  JOE  MAY,  Universal. 

'His  Butler's  Sister,"  producer  FELIX  JACK 
SON;  associate  producer,  FRANK  SHAVi 
director,   PRANK  BORZACE,   Universal. 

'Dr.   Gillespie's  Woman  Doctor,"   M-G-M. 
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;  ECORD  $16,000,000  REPUBLIC  BUDGET 

•  KO  Signs  Koerner  to  New  7- Year  Commitment 


ard  Confirms  Contract, 
sgotiated  by  Rathvon 
i  His  Trip  to  Coast 

K   new    seven-year    contract   with 
jarles   W.    Koerner,  vice-president 
harge  of  production  for  RKO  Ra- 
has  been  con- 
ned    by     the 

10  board,  N. 

■ter  Rathvon, 
^sident  of  RKO, 

lounced  yester- 

r.  Terms  of  the 

angementwere 
disclosed. 
ATew  deal  was 
during   Rath- 

Vs    recent    ex- 

ded  Coast  stay, 

is   understood. 

i  0  directorate 

ified  the  term- 

at  a  meeting  on  Monday. 
Aoerner  took  over  the  production 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 

4PE  Program  Puts 
nphasis  Upon  War 

'rogram  of  SMPE's  53d  Semi- An- 
il Meeting,  May  4  to  6  inclusive, 
'the  local  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  was 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Sdianapolis,  Minneapolis 
juses  In  Price  Advances 


INDUSTRY  TO  HELP  WIN  THE  PEACE 

Theaters  and  Studios  to   Continue  Their  Service  to 
Nation  in  Post -War  Years,  Pledges  Coe 


CHARLES   KOERNER 


ndianapolis  —  Neighborhood  the- 
rs  have  advanced  admission  prices 
jim  30  to  35c  in  deluxe  houses  and 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


Propose  to  Legalize 
Bingo  in  Wisconsin 

Madison,  Wis. — Aftermath  of  the 
campaign  against  slot  machines  and 
Bingo  in  Milwaukee  county  by  Dis- 
trict Attorney  James  J.  Kerwin  has 
been  the  introduction  of  two  bills 
in  the  State  legislature,  one  licensing 
,slot  machines  and  the  other  legaliz- 
ing "charity"  Bingo.  The  state  press 
is  exerting  considerable  pressure  to 
defeat  both  bills. 


Atlanta — The  motion  picture  the- 
aters and  studios  which  have  enlisted 
for  the  duration  to  help  win  the  war 
will  remain  enlisted  to  help  win  the 
peace,  Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice- 
president  and  general  counsel  of  the 
MPPDA,  said  here  yesterday  in  an 
address  before  the  Kiwanis  Club 
and  other  organizations  representing 
the  business  and  service  interests 
of  the  city.  It  was  the  fourth  of 
such  luncheon-addresses  in  princi- 
pal cities  by  "Socker"  Coe. 

There    must    be    something    about 


American  pictures  that  brings 
bombed-out  Russian  men,  women 
and  children  to  theaters  at  6  a.m., 
Coe  said.  Coe  added  that  there  must 
be  something  in  American  pictures 
that  despotism  finds  intolerable,  for 
these  "iniquitous  whelps"  made  war 
on  the  American  motion  picture  in- 
dustry before  they  made  war  on  the 
American  people. 

"No  dictator  dares  permit  his  vas- 
sals  to   see   American   pictures,   for 
these  show  democracy   in   operation 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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Desert  Victory 
Sequel  Scheduled 


Sequel  to  "Desert  Victory,"  will 
be  forthcoming  in  the  wake  of  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Axis  armies  from 
North  Africa,  it  was  disclosed  yes- 
terday by  Lt.  Col.  David  Macdonald, 
commander  of  the  British  Army 
Film    and   Photographic   Unit,    at   a 

(Continued   on   Page   3) 

Guttman  Heads  New 
Minn.  Exhibitor  Group 


Minneapolis — North  Central  Allied 
Independent  Theaters  has  been 
formed  here  with  Donald  Guttman 
as  president.  Guttman  was  a  board 
member  and  Minneapolis  governor  of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Boston  Attendance 
Breaks  All  Records 


Boston  —  Boston  theaters  experi- 
enced the  greatest  Holy  Week  and 
its  aftermath  in  history  of  show 
business  in  the  Hub,  surpassing  any- 
thing that  had  even  been  antici- 
pated by  the  most  optimistic.  All 
of  the  downtown  theaters  registered 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Senators  Critical  of  OPA's 
"C"  Gasoline  Card  Order 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington  —  Senate  disapproval 
of  the  OPA  order  of  Monday  grant- 
ing "C"  gas  cards  for  film  salesmen 
and  others  outside  the  Eastern  short- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"Buy  a  Bond  to  Buy  a  Bomber' 

Theaters  to  Launch  New  Campaign  on  May  27 


Eastman  Kodak  Reports 
Biz  Upswing  of  34  P.C. 


Rochester — Eastman  Kodak  Com- 
pany   reported    yesterday    that    its 
business  for  the  first  three  months 
of  this  year  was  34  per  cent  ahead 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Nation's  theaters,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Treasury's  War  Savings 
Staff  and  North  American  Aviation 
Co.,  will  launch  an  intensive  semi- 
permanent War  Bond  and  Stamp 
promotion  designed  to  pick  up  the 
anticipated  slack  when  the  current 
Second  War  Loan  campaign  is  con- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


32  Features,  Eight  Roy 
Rogers  Films,  24  Westerns 
On  1943-44  Studio  Lineup 

A  record  budget  of  $16,000,000— 
$1,000,000  greater  than  the  current 
lineup  appropriation — has  been  set 
for  Republic 
Pictures' 
1943-44  pro- 
gram, it  was 
jointly  an- 
nounced yes- 
terday by  J. 
R.  Grainger, 
president  and 
sales  chief, 
and  M.  J. 
Siegel,  studio 
head.  Sched- 
ule calls  for 
32  features, 
eight  Roy 
Rogers  Pre- 
mier Production,  24  Westerns  and 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Benchley  Shorts  Only 
New  Metro  Series 

M-G-M's  shorts  program  for  1943- 
44  will  contain  each  of  the  current 
series,    and    will    be    augmented    by 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Can  Salvage  270,000  Lbs. 
Copper  a  Year — O'Donnell 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Speaking  at  a  dinner 
given   in   his  honor  by  the  Variety 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


JAMES   R.   GRAINGER 


Bronte  Short  Will 
Herald  "Jane  Eyre" 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  is  pro- 
ducing a  dramatic  featurette,  "Three 
Sisters  of  the  Moors,"  dealing  with 
Bronte  Sisters,  to  be  shown  in  ad- 
vance of  "Jane  Eyre."  Mollie  Lamont, 
Lynn  Roberts  and  Heather  Angel  are 
playing  the  sisters,  and  Celric  Hard- 
wicke,  Rev.  Bronte. 

John  Larkin  is  directing  and  Eugene 
O'Neill  is  producing. 
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NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Ficts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)  15%     15%     153,4—     y4 

Columbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 15/8       ]S/B       1  s/8  _     i/g 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.     pfd 

East.    Kodak    161  Vi   161  '/4  161  Vi   +      Vi 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq.. 205/8     20  V4     20'/4  — "  V4 

Loew's,  Inc 54'/8     53y4     53 y4  —     y4 

Paramount     24         231/2     23!/2  —     l/2 

Para.     1st    pfd 

RKO     73/8       7l/4       73/8  —     l/8 

RKO   $6  pfd 85!/2     85         85       —     s/8 

20th   Century-Fox    . ..    19y4     19         19l/4  —     l/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30         30         30       —     1/2 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner   Bros 12%      1 2 Vi      12%  —   "  Vs 

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Tara.    B'way   3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.104l/2   104l/2    104vi 
Warner  Bros.'dbs.  6s48 

103        103        103        +      l/2 


AAAA  Committee  in  Huddle 

Conference  on  the  mobilization  of 
the  entertainment  world  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  war  effort,  to  be  held 
within  the  next  two  weeks,  was  dis- 
cussed yesterday  by  the  arrange- 
ments and  agenda  committees  of  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America.  The  two  committees  will 
confer  again  on  Friday. 
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1600 

BROADWAY 
N.T.C. 

.      Choi  6-0081-2-3-4 

sto**«(  i(»  no/icnoN  ioom  him  ixchangi  oriiMuiiON  sttvia 


twiei  »  bat 

DCHVItT  StIVICI 


Arnold  In  Montreal  to 
Open  Victory  Loan  Drive 

Montreal — Edward  Arnold  assisted 
in  opening  Montreal's  Victory  Loan 
Drive  yesterday  when  he  addressed 
groups  of  war  workers  concerning 
the  moral  background  of  the  cam- 
paign. Leaving  here,  Arnold  will 
appear  in  Ottawa  and  Toronto  and 
then  leave  Canada  to  participate  in 
the  final  American  Bond  drive  rally 
at  Gary,  Ind.,  before  proceeding  to 
Hollywood,  where,  he  said,  "there  is 
a  job  waiting  for  me." 


War  Themes  Over-played 
In  Films,  Says  la.  Paper 

Dubuque,  la. — The  Telegraph-Her- 
ald editorially  declares  the  movie 
fans  want  relief  from  the  war  when 
they  enter  theaters  and  claims  the 
war  theme  has  been  over-played. 

"The  demand  for  'light'  drama,  far 
from  being  interpreted  as  a  sign  of 
shallow  levity,  should  be  encouraged 
as  a  psychological  relief.  We  think 
the  nation's  morale  will  be  all  the 
better  for  it,"  says  the  editorial. 


Warners  Talent  Scout 
On  Six-City  Swing 


A  scouting  tour  taking  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland,  Chicago,  Des 
Moines,  St.  Louis  and  Indianapolis 
will  be  undertaken  by  Martin  Jurow, 
head  of  Warners'  talent  bureau  in  the 
East,  starting  Monday.  Jurow  will 
concentrate  on  little  theaters  and 
radio   stations. 


"Manny"  Goldstein  Quits 
Rep.;  May  Join  Columbia 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood— E.  H.  "Manny"  Gold- 
stein has  resigned  as  general  man- 
ager-treasurer-secretary at  Republic 
and  it  is  likely  he  may  join  Colum- 
bia although  his  plans  are  not  com- 
pleted. 


Fromkess  to  Visit  Branches 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Leon  Fromkess,  PRC 
production  head,  will  visit  several 
of  the  company's  branches  while  en 
route  to  conferences  with  O.  Henry 
Briggs  and  Arthur  Greenblatt,  pres- 
ident and  distribution  head,  in  New 
York.  Fromkess,  who  leaves  May 
21,  will  stop  off  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Kansas  City,  Chicago,  Indianapolis, 
Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  and  Philadel- 
phia. 


Ed  Alperson  On  Coast 

Edward  L.  Alperson,  RKO  Thea- 
ters' general  manager,  is  on  the  West 
Coast  visiting  RKO  Radio  and  other 
Hollywood  studios  for  previews  of 
new  productions  destined  for  RKO 
screens.  Mrs.  Alperson  is  accompany- 
ing the  RKO  executive  whose  return 
trip  East  will  be  interrupted  by  stop- 
overs at  a  number  of  RKO  theaters 
along  the  route. 
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Newark  Judge  Will  Jail 
Rowdies  and  Hoodlums 


Newark,  N.  J. — Downtown  theater 
managers  here,  in  a  concerted  drive 
to  curb  rowdyism  have  the  word  of 
Police  Court  Judge  Beckley  that 
drastic  jail  sentences  wil  be  the  lot 
of  every  theater  hoodlum  arraigned 
before  him  in  the  future.  The  court 
was  moved  to  this  decision  after 
placing  one  youth  on  probation  for 
a  year  for  causing  a  disturbance  at 
Warners'  downtown  Branford. 

John  C.  Clancy,  lawyer  appearing 
for  the  theater  men,  informed  the 
court  that  the  theater  hoodlum, 
shouting  through  intimate  love 
scenes,  repeating  after  the  actors 
and  arguing  with  ushers  when  repri- 
manded, has  become  a  real  problem. 
Clancy  described  today's  hoodlum  as 
a  rowdy  with  more  money  in  his 
pocket  than  he  ever  had  before  who 
can't  stand  prosperity  in  good  com- 
pany and  whose  patronage  cannot 
be  discouraged  by  the  top  downtown 
prices. 


Cowles  Recommended 
"Prelude  to  War"  Release 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Gardner  Cowles,  Jr., 
OWI  domestic  director,  yesterday 
confirmed  reports  that  he  had  rec- 
ommended the  release  of  "Prelude  to 
War"  over  the  objections  of  Lowell 
Mellett,  chief  of  motion  picture  bu- 
reau. 

Although  Mellett  had  no  comment 
to  make  yesterday  on  the  matter, 
there  is  a  feeling  here  that  unless 
the  version  of  the  film  which  the 
Army  finally  sends  him  for  distribu- 
tion through  the  WAC  bears  the 
changes  he  has  insisted  upon  the 
matter  may  be  reopened.  This  de- 
spite the  fact  that  Cowles  is  in  the 
OWI  organization,  clearly  Mellett's 
superior. 


B  &  K  Gets  Permit  for 
New  Chi.  Tele  Station 


Simultaneous  with  Paramount's 
announcement  of  a  12-month  insti- 
tutional advertising  campaign  by 
DuMont  television,  in  which  Para. 
owns  a  50  per  cent  interest,  B  &  K 
circuit  in  Chicago  was  granted  a 
construction  permit  for  a  new  ex- 
perimental television  station,  using 
commercial  station  WBKB. 

The  DuMont  campaign  is  designed 
to  stress  the  scientific  work  done  by 
DuMont  and  to  point  out  the  avail- 
ability of  now  secret  electronic  de- 
vices for  post-war  television. 


GPE  Reports  3-Month 
Net  Profit  of  $293,082 


General  Precision  Equipment  Corp. 
and  subsidiaries  report  for  the  three 
months  ended  March  31,  1943,  con- 
solidated net  profit  of  $293,082  af- 
ter provision  for  depreciation  and 
for  estimated  Federal  income  tax 
and  excess  profits  tax. 

Earnings  compare  with  a  net  profit 
of  $284,568  for  the  corresponding 
period   of  last  year. 


COminG  and  Gome 


< 


ED  SCHRIEBER  of  the  WAC  goes  to  Wash 
ton    today. 

AKIM  TAMIROFF  is  in  town  to  make  sev 
guest    radio    appearances. 

LT.  COL.  FRANK  CAPRA  left  yesterday 
Hollywood,  to  resume  work  on  his  series  of  A 
orientation    pix. 

IRVING    BERLIN    has    returned    to    the 
after  a   brief   business   trip   to   New  York. 

J.  REAL  NETH,  circuit  operator,  is  here  f 
Columbus,    O. 

EDDIE  ALBERT  has  arived  at  The  Wan' 
from   the  Coast. 

ED  WALL,  Paramount  exploiteer  in  Alb  ; 
is    touring    the    Buffalo    territory. 

J.  S.  Jossey,  Cleveland  circuit  owner,  is 
a  two-week  visit  to  Los  Angeles. 

TOMMY  CARROLL,  has  been  visiting  his  f 
in  Albany,  where  he  was  Republic's  head  shi| 
before    he    went    into    the    service. 


Can  Salvage  270,000  Lbs 
Copper  a  Year — O'Donm 


(.Continued  from  Page    1) 

Club.  Bob  O'Donnell,  Vari 
Club's  national  chief  barker,  v 
will  tour  22  cities  in  19  days 
the  War  Activities  Commit! 
stressed  the  need  for  copper  sa 
age  and  declared  exhibitors  and  p 
jectionists  could  save  270,000  poui. 
of  copper  annually  to  help  the  s 
ply  of  metals  for  carbon,.  He  a 
told  of  the  need  for  special  cop 
matinees. 

Charles  P.  Skouras,  chief  bar 
of  the  Southern  California  cl; 
said  a  special  trailer  will  be  used 
behalf  of  the  campaign  to  ra 
$100,000  for  premature  birth  stat 
at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital. 

Lt.  Com.  Benjamin  Finegold,  VI 
who  is  a  noted  pediatrician,  g; 
figures  showing  how  many  li 
could  be  saved  by  the  establishm 
of  the  station. 

George  J.  Schaefer,  chairman 
the  War  Activities  Committee,  i 
Bob  Poole,  executive  secretary 
ITOA  of  Southern  California 
Arizona,  were  among  the  speakt 
as  was  John  Harris,  life-time 
chief  of  the  Variety  Club.  Ed 
Cantor    was    toast-master. 


Hughes  Reported  Seekir 
Minneapolis  Theater  Lea; 

Minneapolis  —  Howard     Hug' 
seeks  to  lease  the  Minnesota  Thea 
as  an  outlet  for  "The  Outlaw,"  rl 
reported.      Producer   is    said    to 
negotiating  for  the  4,000-seat  ho 
which  has  been  dark  for  some  tirni 


wl 

/  ill  / 

ill/       '      / 

'  JJ&U>^-~*»r 

^    1560 
Broadway 

BRyant  9-4153-4 

j 

Klnesday,  April  28,  1943 


W  *\  DAILY 


ys  Film  Industry  Will 
Ip  Win  the  Peace 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

the  contrast  is  devastating  to 
atorial  designs,"  Coe  said.  "If 
•  are  to  keep  their  victims  goose- 
ping,  they  must  not  permit  pic- 
J  which  show  how  free  men  and 
fen  live,  love  and  learn.  Thus  it 
ears  that  our  dictatorial  enemies 
tot  agree  with  some  of  our  ex- 
•iates  who  live  abroad  for  the 
ling  purpose  of  criticizing  Amer- 

D 

)e  said  he  believed  that  pictures 
Id  play  a  great  role  when  peace 
es,  "because  it  speaks  the  uni- 
al  language  of  oral-visual-color- 
>  session,  already  entrenched  in 
hearts  of  men  the  world  over." 

those      in      Coe's      audience      were 

Arnall,  -Mayor  William  B.  Hartfield. 

'  I  inta  :   Dr.   M.  L.   Collins,   State   Superih- 

jrnt     of     Schools;     Dr.     S.     V.     Sanford, 

'  cellor  of  the  University   System  of   Geor- 

Dr.  Goodrich  White,   President  of  Emory 

>ity ;     Dr.     M.     L.     Brittain,     President 

E  Georgia  School  of  Technology  ;   Speaker 

V.    Harris,   of   the   Georgia   House;    Mrs. 

Richardson.    Secretary    of    the    Board 

■'.  iews,  Atlanta;    Mrs.   S.   D.   Katz,   Presi- 

"f    the    Better    Films    Committee;    Mrs. 

Palmour,    President   of    the    State    Fed- 

n    of    Women's    Clubs;    William    Jenkins. 

!    and    Jenkins    Theaters;    R.    B.    Wilby, 

Theaters;      Xat      Williams.      President, 

i  astern     Theater     Owners     Association ; 

r    Rumble.     President    Atlanta    Christian 

cil ;    Chief    Justice    Charles    S.     Reid,    of 

■e-orgia   Supreme   Court:    Maj.    Gen.    Wil- 

Bryden,     Commanding    General.     Fourth 

Area. 


ianapolis,  Minneapolis 
uses  in  Price  Advances 
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o  30c  in  others.  Children's  ad- 
ion  prices  are  unchanged.  The 
schedule  includes  tax. 


d  Week  for  "Flight" 


inneapolis  —  Minnesota  Amuse- 
t  Co.  has  hiked  the  scale  of  the 
'her  Theater  to  35  cents  at  all 
s,  replacing  the  former  28  cents 
ne  o'clock  and  30  cents  to  closing 
es,  according  to  John  Friedl, 
ident.  Announcements  of  other 
i  jumps  are  expected  shortly  as 
company  seeks  to  level  off  admis- 
prices  in  certain  situations. 


KO's  "Flight  for  Freedom"  will 
teld  for  a  third  week  at  Radio 
Music  Hall. 


ionel  Barrymore 
rl  Laemmle,  Jr 
*yant  Washburn 


Cecilia     Parker 

J.    D.   Trop 

Carl    P.    York 


From  Manny  Miles  Away: 

•  •      •      IF  any  one  of  you  dear  readers  has  the  time  or  inclination 
to  go  on  a  bit  of  a  junket,  we  have  on  our  desk  top  a  single  ticket  for 

a  9  p.m.  performance  at  the  Nyja  Bio  Theater  in  Reykjavik.  Iceland 

It's    first    come,    first    served. — only    bring    4    kronur    (roughly    60c)    with 

you Said  pasteboard  arrived  in  yester  morn's  mail,  enclosed  in  a 

letter    from    Manny    Reiner,    erstwhile    Paramount    short    subjects    promo- 
tionalist,    now   serving   Uncle    Sam's   Legation   on    the    frigidly-christened 

isle Manny's    missive,    while    technically    addressed    to    our    Editor 

Bahn,  signs-off  specifically  with  regards  to  all  the  gang  on  Film  Row 

So   herewith   those   regards    are    extended,    along   with    letter's    contents: 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      "HERE     1     am     nearer     Berlin,     Germany,     than     Berlin, 

Irving 4)ul   despite   the  fact    thai    I'm    in    the   herring  capital   of 

the  world,  I  bet  you  see  more  of  litem  in  Lindy's  than  J  do  here 

It's    a    long    hop    from    dimmed-out     Times    Square    to    snoiv-capped 
Reykjavik,   but   wherever   you  go   these  days  you   see  American   faces 

and   observe  American   customs Why,   Ihey   even    have    the    ticket 

scalper  here.— and  so  far  as   I  Inline   I.ehlang's  have  no  relatives  here- 
abouts  Anyway,    here's    the    way    it    works There   are    three 

movie  houses  in  town— I  lie  Gamla  Bio,  the  Nyja  Bio,  and  the  Tjarna 
liio—,   all   playing   Hollywood   films   single   feature   with    a    90    minute 

program All  seats   reserved  and   three  sliows  a  day,  admission   -I 

kronur Tickets  go   on   sale  at    1    p.m.   and    these  folks   are   movie 

crazy By  'J.  p.m.  all  the  tickets  are  sold,  and,  about  half  an  hour 

before  show  time  for  the  9  o'clock  performance,  young  Icelanders  arc 
peddling    ducats    to    the    natives    and    the   soldiers   for    as    high    as    10 

kronur   apiece And    as    ole    Phil    M.    Daly    would    say,    there    are 

beaucoup  purchasers! 

T  V  ▼ 

•  •      •      "CURRENTLY  playing  (April   15   the  missive  is  postmarked) 
here    are    'Here    Comes    Mr.    Jordan'    and    'Stagecoach'    and    the    SRO 

sign    is    out    all    the    time Theaters    seat    about    500 Musical 

comedies  seem  to  have  the  most  appeal,   followed  closely  by   historical 

dramas,   with   slapstick   comedies    next    in   demand Deanna   Durbin 

is  most  popular  star,  but  Clark  Gable   and  Tyrone  Power  are  favorites, 

too What,  no  Paramount  headliners! Yes,  the  old  outfit  seems 

most  popular  with  the  troops Bob  Hope   and  Bing  Crosby  aTe   the 

stand-outs    with    the    soldiers    and    sailors,    and   Dinah   Shore    and   Dotty 

Lamour    lead    the    pin-up    parade Saw    'Stand   By    For   Action'    and 

'Keeper    Of    The    Flame'    at    the    camps    recently,    and    looking    forward 

to   'For   Whom   the   Bell   Tolls'   and   'Lady    In   The   Dark' After   all, 

can't  forget  my  allegiance  to  Messrs.  Balaban,  Gillham  and  Morgan 

▼  V  T 

•  •      •     "BUT  enough  for  the  picture  end  which  is  sadly  missed 

by  me Am  all  wound  up  in  radio,  airing  entertainment  for  our 

forces  here,  in  which  I  function  as  program  director  and  producer  of 

live  shows,  and   there's  talent  a' plenty It's  a   long,  lough   diet   of 

work,   but   the  rewards   are  great,  for   our   boys   deserve   a   chance   to 

smile  and  laugh,  and  we're  doing  our  best  to  give  it  to   them 

The  men  in1  uniform  are  a  grand  gang,  doing  a  hard  job  and  doing 

it  well While  I'm  at  it,  let  me  pass  a  posie  or  two  to  the  Red 

Cross They're    really    "all-out"    for    the    enlisted    man,    and    the 

girls    who   act   as    recreation    workers    really    have   guts Any    film 

premieres   for    the    benefit    of    the   Red    Cross   are    really    worthy,   for 

they're   doing   magnificent    duty    overseas Mai!   keeps    the   spirits 

up,— so  give  a  fellow   a    lift,  willy  a?" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE     OUR     MARTYRED     FLIERS AND     PEARL 

HARBOR! 


RKO  Signs  Koerner 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

duties  nearly  a  year  ago.  He  had 
formerly  been  general  manager  of 
RKO  Theaters  and  has  been  with 
RKO  since  1931.  Studio,  under  Koer- 
ner's  regime,  has  forged  ahead  not- 
ably. 


"Desert  Victory"  Sequel 
Scheduled  by  Macdonald 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

trade  press  interview  held  by  20th- 
Fox.  Sequel  will  be  titled  "Tunisian 
Victory,"  or  some  kindred  name  con- 
taining the  word  "victory,"  as  that 
policy  has  been  decided  upon,  he 
added. 

With  over  40  cameramen  now 
working  with  the  British  Eighth 
and  First  Armies,  there  now  exists 
an  aggregate  of  more  than  100,000 
feet  of  film  covering  the  advance 
from  Tripoli  to  the  existing  battle 
lines,  Macdonald  said.  The  new 
picture  is  to  be  compiled  and  edited 
noc  from  British  footage  alone,  but 
also  from  scenes  furnished  co-oper- 
actively  by  the  U.  S.  forces,  those  of 
the  French,  as  well  as  any  other 
units  operating  in  the  Tunisian  cam- 
paign, since  this  is  a  combined  oper- 
ation. Subsequently  Macdonald 
stated,  two  other  films  will  be  pro- 
duced in  due  course, — "Victory  Over 
Italy"  and  "Victory  Over  Germany." 
In  the  making  of  these,  Allied  units 
will  swap  shots. 

Shortly,  Macdonald  will  return  to 
North  Africa  by  way  of  England. 
Yesterday  he  was  lavish  in  his 
praise  of  American  trade  press, 
newspapers,  and  radio  for  their  hav- 
ing accorded  what  he  described  as 
"the  greatest  press  ever  given  to 
any  film."  This  gratitude  was  warm- 
ly seconded  by  members  of  the  Brit- 
ish Information  Service  present  at 
the  interview.  They  comprised 
Thomas  Baird,  George  Archibald, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Blankenhorn.  Budd 
Rogers,  film  representative,  was  al- 
so present.  Jack  Goldstein,  20th-Fox 
publicity  manager,  presided  at  the 
confab. 


Oliver  Estate,  $156,000 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Edna  May  Oliver, 
who  died  in  November,  left  an  estate 
of  about  $156,000,  according  to  an 
executor's  inventory. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

STANLEY  COOPER,  secretary-treasurer,  Citizens 
Theater  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.,  lieutenant  (j.g.), 
Navy. 

WILLIAM  FIELDS,  exploitation  director,  Play- 
wrights Co.,  New  York,  captain,  Canadian 
Army. 

*  ARMY  * 

CHARLES  ACTON,  20th-Fox  adsales  mgr.,  In- 
dianapolis. 


SMART  OPERATORS  KNOW... 


"Reap"  Has  That 
One -Two  Punch! 


. .  THEY'RE  ALL  GOING  TO 
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At  Popula 


Loew's  Metropolitan  Circuit 
Fox  West  Coast 
Tri- State  Circuit 
Great  States  Circuit 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Interstate  Circuit 
Wilmer  &  Vincent 
Lucas  &  Jenkins 
Wilby-Kincey 
M&P  Circuit 


First  you  play  it  at  increased  admissions 
—socko!  Then  you  play  it  again  at  popular 
prices — kayo!  It's  happened  in  Richmond 
— it's  happened  in  Miami— it's  happened 
in  Seattle,  Providence  and  Denver.  And 
it's  going  to  happen  soon  on  famous  cir- 
cuits— in  leading  theatres  —  everywhere! 


X  Ivvu   after  sensational  engagements  at  advanced  scale 
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Warner  Bros. 

Inter-Mountain  Theatres 

Monarch  Theatres 

Fox  Evergreen  Circuit 

Wisconsin  Amusement  Co. 

M.  A.  Shea  Circuit 

A.  R.  Boyd  Circuit 

R.  B.  Wilby 

Robb  &  Rowley's  Arkansas, 
Little  Rock 


Los  Angeles  and  Hollywood 
Paramount 

Harry  Arthur 

Balaban  &  Katz 

Loew-McFaul's  Buffalo 

Loew's  Stillman,  Cleveland 

Palms-State,  Detroit 

Denham,  Denver 

Newman,  Kansas  City 

Orpheum,  Tulsa 

Sudekum  Paramount,  Nashville 


M.  A.  Lightman 
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Urge  "Buy  a  Bond 
To  Buy  a  Bomber' 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

eluded,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 

New  exhib.  drive,  which  will  str.rt 
May  27  and  continue  as  long  as  it 
"sells,"  will  enable  Bond-buying 
film  fans  to  sign  scrolls  in  lobbies, 
which  will  then  be  micro-filmed  and 
placed  in  cabins  of  North  American's 
Mitchell  bombers,  the  famed  B-25. 
This  is  the  type  of  plane  which  is  at 
present  over  the  air  in  North  Af- 
rica, and  is  also  the  craft  used  by 
Gen.  Jimmy  Doolittle  and  his  air 
men  in  the  raid  on  Tokyo. 

Exhibitors  participating  in  the 
campaign  will  receive  a  free  100- 
foot  trailer  from  National  Screen 
Service  Exchanges.  Five  thousand 
of  these  are  being  prepared.  Ex- 
hibs.  can  also  get  gratis  from  Na- 
tional Screen  40x60  display  posters, 
to  which  the  signature  scrolls  are 
rffixed. 

A  special  section  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment's Bond-selling  manual  is  devoted  to 
this  "Send  Your  Name  To  War"  campaign. 
In  a  letter  which  accompanied  the  manual, 
sent  to  all  exhibitors  by  the  WAC,  Si  Fabian, 
Chairman   of  the   Theaters   Division,   declared : 

"Here  is  an  extremely  important  job  which 
theatermen.  all  experienced  showmen,  can  do. 
Whether  an  exhibitor  is  an  official  issuing 
agent,  selling  his  Bonds  and  Stamps  on  a 
cash  and  carry  basis,  or  whether  he  takes 
pledges,  makes  no  difference.  After  the  Sec- 
ond War  Loan  ends  there  may  be  a  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  nation  to  slough  oft  on 
purchases.  The  Theaters  Division,  using  the 
slogan  'Buy  A  Bond  To  Buy  A  Bomber  and 
Send  Your  Name  To  War',  can  do  much  to 
counteract    any    such    tendency." 


Authentic  Sources  Deny  Any  Negotiations 

Looking  to  Schenck-Goetz  Producing  Co. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Authentic  sources  here  denied  that  there  has  been  any  negotia- 
tions between  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  William  Goetz  looking  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  company.  Goetz  will  remain  at  20th-Fox  for  from  six  to  eight  months 
and  has  no  plans  other  than  the  formation  of  his  own  producing  company  after 
he  leaves  20th-Fox. 


Boston  Attendance 
Breaks  All  Records 


Guttman  Heads  New 
Minn.  Exhibitor  Group 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

Northwest  Allied,  stepping  out  in 
January. 

Sol  Lebedoff,  another  ex-governor 
and  board  member  of  Northwest  Al- 
lied, is  in  the  organization,  which 
started  with  a  nucleus  of  58  thea- 
ters.     No   decision  to  affiliate  with 

national  group  has  been  made. 


"Lady  of  Burlesque" 
Screening  Draws  Exhibs. 

Leading   circuit  and   indie   exhibi- 
tors   in    the    Metropolitan    area    at- 
mded  UA's  trade  screening  of  Hunt 
Stromberg's  "Lady  of  Burlesque"  at 
the    Normandie    Theater    yesterday, 
lunt   Stromberg,  producer,   Michael 
)'Shea,  who  appears   opposite   Bar- 
aara   Stanwyck   in  the   picture,   and 
Stephanie  Batchelor  also  in  the  film, 
^ere  present. 

Among  the  exhibs.  in  attendance  were: 
Jack  Hatten,  Interboro  Circuit;  Edwin  Gage 
and  Arthur  Wakoff,  Walter  Reade  Circuit ; 
Barold  Klein,  J.  J.  Theaters;  Cliff  Smith,. St. 
21oud  Amusement  Enterprises;  Sam  Good- 
nan,  Century  Circuit ;  Harold  Rinzler,  Jack 
Jirmbaum  and  Irving  Kaplan,  Randforce 
Circuit;  Irving  Ludwig,  Rugoff  &  Becker; 
Irving  and  Richard  Dollinger,  Associated 
Theaters  of  N.  J.,  and  Ted  Krassner,  of  the 
iskin    Amusement    Enterprises. 

I  'A  home  office  and  exchange  was  repres- 
ented by  Carl  Leserman,  Lowell  Calvert, 
larry  Gold,  Edward  Schnitzer,  Emanuel  Sil- 
verstone,  Sam  Lekowitz,  Dave  Hurkan,  Abe 
Jickstein   and    Paul    Lazarus,    Jr. 


MPE  Program  Puts 
Emphasis  Upon  War 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

announced  yesterday  by  William  C. 
Kunzmann,  convention  vice-presi- 
dent. While  scheduled  events  are 
qualified  as  "tentative,"  few,  if  any, 
important  changes  or  additions  are 
expected  to  be  made.  Program  fol- 
lows: 

May  4,  Registration,  Hotel  Roof, 
9  a.m.;  Business  and  Technical  Ses- 
sion, Salle  Moderne,  10  a.m.,  agenda 
including  opening  of  meeting  by 
Donald  E.  Hyndman,  engineering 
vice-president,  and  his  report  and 
those  by  Convention  Vice-President 
W.  C.  Kunzmann,  Financial  Vice- 
President  Arthur  S.  Dickinson,  and 
Studio  Lighting  Committee's  chair- 
man, Robert  Linderman;  "Develop- 
ment in  the  Use  of  Motion  Pictures 
by  the  Navy,"  Lt.  William  Exton, 
Jr.,  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Navy 
Dept.,  Washington;  "The  Production 
of  Training  Films  by  the  U.  S. 
Navy,"  Training  Film  Section,  Pho- 
tographic Division,  Bureau  of  Aero- 
nautics; "Fast  Motion  Analysis  as 
an  Aid  to  Organized  Invention," 
Capt.  E.  M.  Watson,  Ordnance 
Dept.,  Wright  Field,  Dayton.  At 
12:30  p.m.  in  the  Roof  Garden  will 
be  held  the  Informal  Get-Together 
Luncheon,  with  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  president,  the  principal 
speaker.  At  2  p.m.,  Exhibitors'  Ses- 
sion starts  in  the  Salle  Moderne,  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  Society  and 
MPTOA.  Henry  Anderson  will  sub- 
mit report  of  Sub-Committee  on 
Theater  Protection,  Theater  Engi- 
neering Committee.  Papers  will  in- 
clude "Handling  Crowds  in  Emerg- 
encies," Walter  Cutter,  N.Y.U.; 
"Question  and  Answer  Conference 
on  Theater  Protection,"  under  aegis 
of  Henry  Anderson;  and  "Motion 
Picture  Standards  in  Wartime," 
Donald  E.  Hyndman.  Terry  Ram- 
saye,  Motion  Picture  Herald's  edi- 
tor, and  William  C.  Formby,  editor 
of  Boxoffice,  are  invited  speakers. 
At  8  p.m.,  delegates  will  attend  a 
lecture  by  Iris  Barry,  curator  of  the 
Film  Library,  Museum  of  Modern 
Art.  Her  topic  will  be  "The  Work 
of  the  Film  Library  in  Wartime." 

May  5  program  calls  for  morning  and  af- 
ternoon sessions,  at  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m..  re- 
spectively, in  the  Salle  Moderne.  and  at  8 
p.m.  in  the  Georgian  Room  is  the  53rd  Semi- 
Annual  Dinner  and  Dance.  Morning  session 
includes  reports  by  three  committees,  namely 
those  on  Sound,  Cinematography,  and  Non- 
Theatrical  Equipment,  through  Chairman 
Gordon  Sawyer,  J.  W.  Boyle,  and  John  Mau- 
rer,  respectively.  Papers  are  "Some  Sug- 
gested Standards  for  Direct  16  mm.  Produc- 
tion." Lloyd  Thompson,  and  "Some  Notes 
on   the   Application   of   Fine-Grain    Film   to    13 


Benchley  Shorts  Only 
New  Metro  Series 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
only  one  new  group  of  tab  reels, 
those  starring  Bob  Benchley,  it  was 
declared  yesterday  by  Jerome  Bres- 
ler,  head  of  company's  shorts  setup, 
on  the  eve  of  his  leaving  New  York 
for  the  Coast,  following  a  business 
visit  here,  studded  by  home  office 
conferences. 

While  his  department  is  standing 
pat  on  existing  series,  plus  Bench- 
ley,  there  is  planned  an  accent  on 
new  and  novel  material  of  an  amus- 
ing nature,  and  elimination  as  much 
as  possible  of  so-called  heavy  themes. 
Thus  the  forthcoming  season  will  find 
Leo  the  Lion  with  eight  separate 
and  distinctive  groups  of  one-  and 
two-reelers.  There  will  be  the  "Pass- 
ing Parade,"  John  Nesbitt;  "Minia- 
tures," Carey  Wilson,  and  one-reel 
dialogue  subjects;  Pete  Smith  Spe- 
cialties; the  Two-Reel  Specials, 
"Crime  Does  Not  Pay"  and  docu- 
mentaries; "Our  Gang  Comedies"; 
the  FitzPatrick  Traveltalks;  M-G-M 
Cartoons;  and  Bob  Benchley  reels. 

Present  transcending  quality  of 
Metro  shorts,  Bresler  pointed  out, 
is  due  to  the  complete  backing  of 
this  type  of  screen  entertainment  by 
Louis  B.  Mayer,  both  because  of  its 
value  to  the  exhibition  field  and  the 
fact  that  tab  reel  production  fur- 
nishes an  excellent  proving  grounds 
for  development  of  screen  talent, 
which  also  pays  dividends  to  the  na- 
tion's   theatermen   and    public. 


mm.  Motion  Pictures,"  by  W.  H.  Offen- 
hauser,  Jr.,  Precision  Laboratories.  New 
York.  Papers  at  afternoon  session  will  be 
"The  Federal  Film  Index,"  J.  G.  Bradley, 
National  Archives,  Washington ;  "Film  In- 
cunabula in  the  Library  of  Congress,"  H.  L. 
Walls,  Library  of  Congress;  "Resurrection 
of  Early  Motion  Picture  Paper  Prints,"  C. 
L.  Gregory,  National  Archives;  "Conserva- 
tion of  Photographic  Chemicals,"  Allen 
Haines.  Pathe  Laboratories,  Los  Angeles ; 
and  "Preparation  and  Care  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Equipment  under  Unusual  Weather  Con- 
ditions,"   H.    B.    Tuttle,    Eastman    Kodak. 

May  6  morning  session  in  the  Salle  Mod- 
erne at  10  o'clock  will  be  featured  by  the 
following  papers :  "Resistance  of  Glass  to 
Thermal  Shock,"  C.  D.  Oughton,  Bausch  & 
Lomb ;  "Optics  of  Motion  Picture  Projec- 
tion," J.  A.  Maurer  and  A.  Offner,  of  J.  A. 
Maurer,  Inc. ;  "A  Compact  Production  Unit 
for  Specialized  Films,"  O.  W.  Hungerford. 
Washington ;  "The  Operations  of  Army  Air 
Force  Combat  Camera  Units  in  the  Theaters 
of  War."  Major  Ralph  Jester,  Air  Corps 
Headquarters,  Army  Air  Forces,  Washing- 
ton ;  and  "Some  Factors  Affecting  Resolu- 
tion in  35  mm.  Film,"  Capt.  Michael  Bruno, 
U.  S.  Army  Map  Service,  Washington.  Af- 
ternoon session  at  2  o'clock  in  the  Salle 
Moderne  will  be  a  symposium  on  U.  S. 
Army  Training  Film  Activities  by  members 
of  the  Army  Signal  Corps,  Army  Service 
Forces.  Tentative  titles,  subject  to  approval, 
are :  "General  Description  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Activities  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Signal 
Corps,"    "Training    Film    Production,"    "Tech- 


(Continucd   from  Page    1) 

record-breaking  crowds  and  in  man;, 
instances  actually  turned  away  peo- 
ple on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day, while  business  yesterday  stil_ 
held  up  to  the  sudden  surge  offeri 
by  Easter  and  the  conclusion  of  tlr 
Lenten  period. 

Obviously  thousands  of  those  who 
attended  were  war  workers  who  had 
come  from  their  plants  direct  to 
the  theaters.  Thousands  of  others 
were  persons  from  nearby  towns 
and  from  far  away  points  as  well, 
spending  a  long  week-end  in  the 
Hub. 

The  Metropolitan,  the  two  Keith 
houses,  the  two  Loew  houses,  the 
Paramount,  Fenway  and  other  down- 
town houses  were  filled  to  capacity 
for  four  and  five  shows  Friday,  Sat- 
urday, Sunday  and  Monday. 

No  such  influx  into  Boston  over 
a  week-end  has  been  seen  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  and 
certainly  no  such  business  at  the- 
aters ever  was  registered  before. 
The  nearby  suburbans  such  as  the 
Circle,  Coolidge  Corner,  Brookline 
Village,  Harvard  Square,  University 
in  Cambridge,  Somerville,  Chelsea, 
Revere,  Winthrop  and  Newton  The- 
aters were  likewise  crowded  over 
the  entire  four-day  period  and  evi- 
dently many  persons  decided  to  use 
their  gallon  and  one-half,  allowed 
in  New  England  for  pleasure  driv- 
ing, for  one  last  fling  at  the  movies. 

Lines  of  ticket  buyers  formed  for 
several  blocks  at  many  of  the  the- 
aters. Night  business,  despite  dim- 
outs  and  traffic  regulations,  was 
equally  as  good  as  that  of  the  after- 
noons. 

Legit,  theaters  also  were  at  tops 
and  did  tremendous  business  over 
the  entire  week-end.  Five  legits,  are 
running  in  Boston  at  this  time  and 
all  were  sell-outs  for  the  four  days. 

Boston  is  strictly  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic city,  more  than  75  per  cent  of 
its  population  in  Boston  proper  be- 
ing communicants  of  that  Church 
and  the  release  from  Lenten  regu- 
lations evidently  brought  all  of  the 
members  of  that  denomination  in  as 
theater  patrons. 

,  Better  indication  perhaps  than 
ever  the  Holy  Week  business  was 
the  business  on  Monday  and  yes- 
terday, to  the  delight  of  all  the  the- 
ater owners,  and  the  outlook  for  an- 
other banner  week  is  bright. 

Interboro  Leases  Uptown 

Interboro  Circuit  has  leased  the 
Uptown,  Broadway  and  St.  Nicholas 
Ave.,  from  Northern  Metropolis 
Corp.    House  is  about  17  years  old. 


nical  Equipment  and  Methods  Employed  in 
Producing  Films  at  the  U.  S.  Army  Signal 
Corps  Photographic  Center,  Astoria,  L.  I.'' 
"Objectives  and  Uses  of  the  Film  Bulle- 
tin," "Combat  Photography,"  "Training  Film 
Distribution."  and  "Training  Film  Utiliza- 
tion." A  lecture,  illustrated  by  lantern  slides 
and  prints,  also  in  the  Salle  Moderne  at  8 
p.m.,  and  titled  "Visual  Processes  and  Color 
Photography,"  by  Eastman  Kodak's  Ralph  M. 
Evans,     will    conclude    the    convention 
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3ep.  to  Spend  16  Millions  on  64  Pix,  4  Serials 


M.  J.  SIECEL 


udget  for  32  Features 
et  at  $9,750,000;  For  8 
loy  Rogers  Pix.  $2,800,000 

{Continued  from  Page   1) 
uir  serials,  two  of  15  chapters  each 
ad  two  of  12  chapters. 
'IThe  high  appropriation,  made  pos- 
ble    by    the    past    season's    largest 
ross   in   Republic's   seven-year   his- 
ri-y,  will  be  divided  as  follows:  For 
le    32    features,    $9,750,000;    eight 
K>y  Rogers  productions,  $2,800,000; 
ght  Star  Series  Westerns,  $600,000; 
eight    Action 
W  e  s  t  erns, 
starring   Don 
"Red"  Barry, 
$600,000; 
eight  Bill  El- 
liott   West- 
erns,  $800,- 
000,  and  four 
serials    $1,- 
450,000. 

Features  on 
the  program 
are  divided 
into  e  i  glh  t 
Deluxe  Pro- 
ductions. 14 
nniversary  Productions,  and  10 
jbilee   Productions. 

In  the  Deluxe  Bracket 
Deluxe  bracket  includes:  "The 
i^hting  Seabees,"  background  ma- 
nial  now  being  shot  at  construe- 
on  bases  with  the  co-operation  of 
le  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks; 
Convoy  to  Malta,"  to  be  made  with 
.  S.  Maritime  Commission  help; 
Brazil,"  adventure  story;  "Hit  Pa- 
ade  of  1944,"  musical;  "Gay  Blades," 
t  extravaganza;  "Someone  to  Re- 
. ember,"  aviation  spectacle;  "War 
ime  Brides,"  drama,  and  "Man 
rom  Frisco,"  story  of  an  indus- 
•ialist. 

The  Anniversary  and  Jubilee  lists 
>mprise:  "Three  Little  Sisters," 
msical  based  on  the  song  hit;  "Here 
omes  Elmer,"  musical;  "Hitler's 
atchet  Men,"  Gestapo  yarn;  "Rosie 
le  Riveter,"  defense  plant  musical; 
Hoosier  Holiday";  "Navy  Blue 
.yes,"  musical;  "Northwest  Fron- 
er,"  based  on  the  bombing  of  Dutch 
arbor." 

"The  Deerslayer,"  from  the  James  Fenni- 
ire  Cooper  novel;  "O,  My  Darling  Clem- 
nine."  musical  based  on  the  song;  "Under 
l.iskan  Stars,"  Klondike  romance ;  "Xo- 
■xiy's  Darling."  musical  based  on  a  song 
vorite;    "The    Saint    Meets  the   Tiger."   from 

Leslie  Charteris  story ;  "Gone  With  the 
raft,"  based  on  the  best-seller  by  Park 
endall ;  "The  Return  of  Casanova."  comedy 
•tli   music;    "Blood   on    Her    Shoe,"    mystery 

Medora    Field 
"Port   of   Forty   Thieves."    Port    Said   water- 
melodrama;     "Under     Sealed     Orders," 
una    of    the    attack    on    Tokyo;     "Mystery 
roadcast."    based    on    the    underground    radio 

Germany;  "Vampire's  Ghost."  from  Kurt 
odmak's  "Donovan's  Brain";  "Queen  of 
e  Spies."  espionage  meller;  "Silent  Part- 
T."   mystery;    "Whispering   Footsteps,"   fifth 
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Hollywood — Jane  Russell  and  Rob- 
•t  Waterfield  were  married  in  Las 
egas  Saturday. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•  •  •  Presenting  Interesting  Personalities  •  •  • 
I  EONIDE  MOGUY.  Director.  Born  in  Leningrad,  Russia,  July  14,  1900.  Spent 
many  years  in  U.S.S.R.  as  director  of  the  first  Scientific  and  Documentary 
films  of  the  Soviet  Cinema.  Organized  and  directed  the  Scientific  Experimental 
Film  Laboratory  in  which  leading  Russian  directors  participated.  In  Paris, 
specialized  in  doctoring  unsuccessful  pictures  and  earned  the  title  of  "Surgeon 
of  the  French  Cinema."  In  collaboration  with  playwright,  Yves  Miranda,  di- 
rected first  pictures  made  by  Andre  Daven  entitled,  "Baccarat."  His  second 
picture  "Le  Mioche,"  with  Lucien  Barous  and  100  little 
g'rls,  attained  international  distribution.  Directed  "Prison 
Without  Bars,"  which  was  awarded  first  prize  at  the 
Biennial  Expostion  in  Venice.  Many  of  the  players  who 
made  their  screen  debut  in  "Le  Mioche"  and  "Prison 
Without  Bars"  have  since  become  famous.  Michele 
Morgan,  Corinne  Luchaire,  Gilbert  Gill,  Janine  Darcey  and 
many  others.  Directed  "Conflict,"  and  "Je  T'Attendrai," 
starring  Jean  Pierre  Aumont.  His  last  picture,  "L'Empre- 
iente  Du  Dieu"  (Concourt  Literary  Award  19361  was 
finished  a  few  days  before  the  German  occupation  of 
Paris.  It  was  shown  in  New  York  under  the  title  of 
"Two  Women."  It  ran  for  four  consecutive  months  at 
the  Champs  Elysees  Theater,  Paris.  In  1941,  came  to 
Hollywood.  Will  direct  "The  Night  Is  Ending"  for 
20th  Century-Fox.  Weighs,  155.  Eyes,  brown.  Hair, 
black.      Stands,  5,  7. 


Senators  Critical  of  OPA's 
"C"  Gasoline  Card  Order 
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age  area  who  need  their  cards  for 
occupational  reasons  was  obvious 
yesterday  during  the  Truman  Com- 
mittee hearings  on  the  rubber-avia- 
tion-gasoline controversy. 

Senators  Ball  of  Minnesota  and 
Ferguson  of  Michigan  both  implied 
that  the  OPA  action  was  unwar- 
ranted in  view  of  the  critical  rubber 
supply  situation,  then  drew  from 
WPB  Chairman  Donald  M.  Nelson 
the  statement  that  if  he  felt  rubber 
was  being  used  for  non-essential 
purposes,  he  would  clamp  down  on 
facilities  and  materials  for  rubber 
production. 


column  melodrama  ;  "Secrets  of  the  New 
York  Police."  and  "Fu  Manchu,"  from  a 
Sax    Ruhmer    mystery. 

Titles  for   Rogers  Series 

Titles  of  the  Roy  Rogers  films  are :  "Cow- 
liny  and  the  Senorita,"  "Yellow  Rose  of 
Texas."  "Texas  Boys  Ranch,"  "Heart  of 
Old  Mexico."  "Jessie  James'  Last  Ride," 
"Code  of  Billy  the  Kid."  "Soner  of  Xevada" 
and    "Wells    Fargo    Stagecoach." 

Star  productions  will  be  "Beneath  West- 
ern Skies,"  "Call  of  the  Rockies,"  "Bevond 
the  Last  Frontier,"  "Hills  of  Idaho,"  "Raid- 
ers of  Sunset  Pass,"  "Pride  of  the  Plains." 
"The  Laramie  Trail,"  and  "In  Old  Wy- 
omin'." 

Don  Barry  Action  Westerns  include : 
"California  Joe,"  "The  Man  from  the  Rio 
Grande,"  "South  of  Cimarron."  "Fugitive 
from  Sonora,"  "Stage  to  Tombstone,"  "Can- 
yon City,"  "Outlaws  of  Santa  Fe."  and 
"The    Fargo    Express." 

The  Bill  Elliott  series  titles  are:  "Calling 
Wild  Bill  Elliott."  "Man  from  Thunder 
River,"  "Bordertown  Gun  Fighters."  "Over- 
land Mail  Robbery."  "Death  Valley  Man- 
hunt." "Wagon  Tracks  West,"  "Mojave 
Firebrand."  and  "The  Outlaw  Buster." 
Two   15,  Two   12   Chapter  Serials 

"Captain  America"  and  "Twenty  Thou- 
sand Leagues  Under  the  Sea"  will  be  15- 
chapter  Super-Serials,  while  "Tiger  Woman 
of  the  Amazon"  and  "The  Masked  Marvel" 
are   12-chapter   Streamline   Serials. 

Fan,  general  magazine  and  newspaper  ad- 
vertising budgets  will  touch  a  new  high  dur- 
ing the  season.  Co-operative  campaigns  are 
scheduled  for  the  Deluxe  and  Roy  Rogers 
series  with  the  later  group  benefiting  from 
a   national   billboard  campaign. 


Eastman  Kodak  Reports 
Biz  Upswing  of  34  P.C. 
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of  the  same  period  for  the  past  year. 

In  a  report  prepared  for  presenta- 
tion at  the  annual  stockholders' 
meeting  in  Jersey  City  yesterday, 
the  company  said  the  increase  was 
due  entirely  to  the  large  inci'ease 
in  the  company's  sales  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  prime  contractors  of 
both  photographic  products  and  spe- 
cial apparatus  and  equipment  for 
military  purposes.  It  was  reported 
that  sales  of  products  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Eastman  Corporation,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  Kodak,  continue  to  form 
an  important  part  of  the  company's 
sales  volume. 

Four  directors  also  were  re-elected 
for  three-year  terms  at  the  meeting. 
They  are:  Frank  W.  Lovejoy,  chair- 
man of  the  board;  William  G.  Stu- 
ber,  honorary  chairman;  P.  S.  Wil- 
cox, president  of  Tennessee  Eastman, 
and  Raymond  N.  Ball. 


1943-44  Warner  Program 
Calls  for  10  Musicals 


Hollywood — With  three  completed, 
one  in  production  and  six  others  in 
preparation  for  filming,  Warners  will 
have  10  musicals  for  the  new  season. 
Finished  pictures  are  "Thank  Your 
Lucky  Stars,"  "The  Desert  Song," 
and  "The  Constant  Nymph,"  while 
Irving  Berlin's  "This  Is  the  Army" 
is  before  the  cameras. 

Musicals  in  preparation  include 
"The  Gay  Nineties,"  "Life  of  Marilyn 
Miller,"  "Melancholy  Baby,"  "Missis- 
sippi Belle,"  "Rhapsody  in  Blue,"  and 
"Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon." 


Mass.  House  to  Latcher 

Keene,  N.  H. — The  Latcher  circuit 
has  acquired  the  Metropolitan,  Leo- 
minster, Mass. 
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SIGNED 

RICHARD  SOKOLOVE,  story  dept.  associate,  Co- 
lumbia. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

GRECORY  RATOFF,  producer-director,  "Tropi- 
cana,"  Columbia. 

LEOPOLD  ATLAS,  screenplay,  "Marseilles,"  Para- 
mount. 

CHARLES  RIESNER,  director,  "Meet  the  People," 
M-C-M. 

ANDRE  de  TOTH,  director,  "The  Clock  Struck 
Twelve,"   Columbia. 

CASTINGS 

• 

BARRY  SULLIVAN  and  JOAN  MORTIMER, 
"Marseilles,"  Paramount;  RANDOLPH  SCOTT 
and  JAMES  ELLISON,  "Battle  Stations,"  20th- 
Fox;  EVA  CABOR,  "Last  Train  from  Berlin," 
20th-Fox;  DONNA  REED,  "See  Mere,  Private 
Hargrcve,"  M-G-M;  LUCILLE  BALL,  "Meet  the 
People,"  M-C-M;  DOROTHY  MORRIS,  "Cry 
Havoc,"  M-G-M;  DONALD  O'CONNOR  and 
SUSANNA  FOSTER,  "Angela  is  22,"  Universal; 
ANN  SAVACE,  "The  Clock  Struck  Twelve," 
Columbia;  TOM  CONWAY  and  JEAN  BROOKS, 
"The  Seventh  Victim,"  Columbia;  JOHN  LODER, 
"In  Our  Time,"  Warners;  CECIL  CUNNINGHAM, 
"Saratoga  Trunk,"  Warners;  OLCA  SAN  JUAN, 
"All    Around    the    Town,"    Paramount. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

FREDERIC      PROKOSCH'S      "The      Conspirators," 

Warners. 
CAPT.    TED    LAWSON'S    "Thirty    Seconds    Over 

okyo,"    M-C-M. 

SCHEDULED 

"Sub  Busters,"  producer,  IRVING  BRISKIN; 
screenplay,  MALCOLM  STUART  BOYLAN, 
Columbia. 

"Brothers  Under  the  Skin,"  original  story,  LES- 
LIE   T.    WHITE. 

NEW  TERMERS 

RAY   MILLAND,   Paramount. 
ALBERT   DEKKER,    Paramount. 
CIL   LAMB,   Paramount. 
JOHNNIE   JOHNSTON,    Paramount. 
MARIAN    HALL,    Paramount. 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"Headin'  For  God's  Country,"  formerly  "The 
Road  to  God's  Country,"  Republic. 

"Tidal  Wave,"  formerly  "Isle  of  Forgotten 
Sins,"   PRC. 

"Three  on  a  Rainbow,"  formerly  "Salty 
O'Rourke."    Paramount. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Detroit — "Extras"  are  playing  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  local  exhibs.  2nd  War 
Loan  Campaign.  Some  260  Michigan  the- 
aters are  running  trailers  featuring  this 
type  of  copy:  "What  the  Yanks  need  right 
now  is  an  EXTRA  push,  an  EXTRA  tank, 
that  EXTRA  ammunition.  You  invest  your 
money  in  EXTRA  Bonds."  One  of  the 
smaller  houses  sold  $30,000  worth  of  Bonds 
in  one  day  with  the  aid  of  the  trailer  and 
other    exhibitors    are   breaking    all    records. 

Springfield,  III.— Sale  of  $3,400  worth  of 
War  Bonds  was  reported  as  a  result  of 
an  offer  by  members  of  the  Springfield 
Theater  Association,  of  free  admissions  for 
one  day  to  anyone  purchasing  a  Bond  or 
converting  a  stamp  book  into  a  bond.  It  is 
planned  to  repeat  the  stunt  later  this  month. 
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Glory  Be! 

All  the  news  isn't  bad  news  nor 
have  all  the  good  things  of  life  been 
taken  from  us  ...  we  still  have  our 
annual  edition  of  the  "Film  Daily 
Year  Book"  .  .  .  that  Webster  of 
screenland  which  supplies  all  the 
answers ! 

As  a  reader  of  this  column  you  might  be  saying,  "So 
what?"  .  .  .  but  you  wouldn't  allow  such  a  thought  to  enter 
your  head  if  you  knew  that  from  the  "Film  Daily  Year 
Book"  come  mos£  of  the  answers  to  the  questions  Tacoma 
Times  subscribers  ask  this  reporter  concerning  the  movies 
past,  present  and  future 


No  human  being  .  .  .  not-  even 
a  drama  editor  .  .  .  could  possibly 
supply   the  information   requested 
by  letter   and   over  the  telephone 
which   the   readers   of.  this  news- 
paper obtain  throughout  the  year 
.  .  .  and  in  nearly  every  case,  the 
low-down    on    what    is    bothering 
them,    comes   from     between   the 
covers  of  this  one-volume  library. 
So  precious   is    this  annual 
flood-tide  of  information  that 
the  "Year  Books"  for  the  past 
five   or  six  seasons   are  kept 
right  in  my  desk  drawer  and 
when  anyone  borrows  an  edi- 
tion, I  send  a  police  dog  along 
with  it  .  .  .  just  in  case! 
Truly  .  .     .there  isn't  a  sensible 
question   one    can    ask    about    the 
film     industry,     the     products     It 
makes  or  those  who  exhibit  them 
that  the  annual  "Film  Daily  Year 
Book"  can't  answer  .  .  .  but  quick! 
What     have     these     hectic 
times  done  to   the  movie  at- 
tendance? .  .  .  How  have  for- 
eign f Urns  been  affected  by  the 
war?    .    .  .   How   much   have 
higher  labor  costs  influenced 
Hollywood  budgets?  .  .  .  How 
does  the  film  industry  spend 
its    advertising   dollar?    .    .    . 
From   what   source    is  Holly- 
wood  drawing  its   story   ma- 
terial?    .   .   .   Are   the  "Four 
Horsemen"     riding     romance 
right   off   the   screens   of  the 
nation's  theaters?  ...  In  how 
many     pictures     did     Loretta 
Young  appear  last  year?  .  .  . 
Who  directed  "Mrs.  Miniver"  ? 
The  answers  to  these  .  .  .  and 
thousands  of   other  questions   are 
at  the  finger-tips  of  the  lucky  guy 


who  has  his  sight  and  a  copy  of 
the  "1943  Film  Daily  Year  Book 
of  Motion  Pictures." 

And   if   mine    doesn't   arrive   in 
tomorrow's  mail,  I'm  going  to  see 
my  attorney  .  .  .  they  just  can't 
do  that  to  me  .  .  .  and  to  you! 
*      *      * 
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"Presenting  Lily  Mars" 

with   Judy   Garland,   Van    Heflin 
M-G-M  104  Mins. 

ROMANCE,  COMEDY  AND  MUSIC  ARE 
UNITED  IN  FILM  OF  POTENT  BOX- 
OFFICE  VALUE;  GARLAND,  HEFLIN  TOPS. 

The  Booth  Tarkington  novel  has  been 
used  as  the  foundation  for  a  production  of 
definite  boxoffice  weight.  The  film  packs 
a  heavy  load  of  entertainment  in  its  roman- 
tic comedy  plot  in  which  music  has  a 
large  place.  Especially  powerful  is  the 
picture's  appeal  to  women. 

The  ingredients  in  "Presenting  Lily  Mars" 
are  ideally  suited  to  the  popular  taste. 
Love,  humor  and  song  have  been  merged 
into  a  smoothly  flowing  unity  in  which  the 
hold  on  the  interest  of  the  younger  people 
is  clinched  by  the  presence  of  two  name 
orchestras — those  of  Tommy  Dorsey  and 
Bob  Crosby. 

Joseph  Pasternak's  hand  in  the  production 
as  producer  is  evident  by  the  good  taste, 
richness  of  settings  and  smartness  of  treat- 
ment. Pasternak's  insistence  on  nothing  but 
the  best  is  noticeable  in  every  aspect  of  the 
production. 

Judy  Garland  and  Van  Heflin  wield  a 
potent  force  in  the  top  roles.  Both  per- 
formers are  at  their  very  best.  Their  ro- 
mantic association  is  certain  to  make  a  tre- 
mendous hit  with  the  ladies.  Miss  Gar- 
land has  been  given  a  chance  to  display 
every  facet  of  her  talent,  and  she  comes 
through  with  high  honors  in  everything  she 
has  been  called  on  to  do.  Fay  Bainter, 
Richard  Carlson,  Spring  Byington  and  Marta 
Eggerth  lend  the  stars  superb  support,  with 
praise  particularly  heavy  for  the  last-men- 
tioned. Miss  Eggerth  does  an  impressive  job 
that  makes  it  easy  to  understand  the  star- 
billing  that  she  enjoyed  in  the  German 
music  films.  She  carries  the  song  burden 
with  distinction.  Connie  Gilchrist  makes 
a  small  role  stand  out;  ditto  for  Leonid 
Kinskey. 

The  screenplay  of  Richard  Connell  and 
Gladys  Lehman,  a  first-rate  job,  has  Miss 
Garland  as  a  small-town  gal  aching  to  be  an 
actress.  She  inveigles  Heflin,  a  fellow  towns- 
man who  is  a  stage  producer,  into  giving 
her  a  chance.  The  two  fall  in  love  despite 
the  fact  Miss  Eggerth,  star  of  the  show 
which  Heflin  is  putting  on,  has  a  prior 
claim  to  his  affection.  The  couple  has 
a  time  with  the  temperamental  and  jealous 
gal,  but  in  the  end  Miss  Garland's  rival 
obligingly  retires  from  the  romantic  pic- 
ture. The  nature  of  the  yarn  offers  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  staging  of  several  lavish  pro- 
duction numbers. 

The  film  has  classy  direction  by  Norman 
Taurog,  excellent  camera  work  by  Joseph 
Ruttenberg,  fine  art  direction  by  Cedric 
Gibbons,  and  meritorious  tunes  by  Walter 
Jurmann,  Paul  Francis  Webster,  E.  Y.  Har- 
burg,  Burton  Lane  and  Roger  Edens. 

CAST:  Judy  Garland,  Van  Heflin,  Fay 
Bainter,  Richard  Carlson,  Spring  Byington, 
Marta  Eggerth,  Connie  Gilchrist,  Leonid 
Kinskey,  Patricia  Barker,  Janet  Chapman, 
Annabelle  Logan,  Douglas  Croft,  Ray  Mc- 
Donald, Tommy  Dorsey  and  Bob  Crosby,  or- 
chestras. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Joseph  Pasternak; 
Director,  Norman  Taurog;  Screenplay,  Rich- 
ard Connell,  Gladys  Lehman;  Based  on  novel 
by  Booth  Tarkington;  Cameraman,  Joseph 
Ruttenberg;    Songs,    Walter   Jurmann,    Paul 


1  S 
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"Above  Suspicion" 

with  Joan  Crawford,  Fred  MacMurray 
M-G-M  90    Mir 

HELEN  MACINNES  NOVEL  IS  GIVE 
SUPERB  PRODUCTION  IN  FILM  MARKE 
BY  GOOD  ACTING. 

The  screen  version  of  the  Helen  Maclnn 
novel  represents  a  first-class  production  i* 
boasting  a  cast  that  should  assure  the  filt- 
boxoffice  success.  The  transfer  from  boo 
to  celluloid  has  been  achieved  with  meticu 
lous  and  painstaking  care.  There  is  om 
one  important  fault  to  militate  against  com 
plete  enjoyment  of  the  picture.  That  h; 
to  do  with  the  development  of  the  stoi 
v/hich  has  not  been  accomplished  with  tot, 
clarity.  The  plot  line  is  somewhat  confuse:, 
but  fortunately  the  film's  assets  are  srronj 
enough  to  overshadow  this  liability. 

Joan  Crawford  and  Fred  MacMurray  hav 
been  excellently  teamed.  They  play  a  bridi 
couple  that  steps  out  of  the  halls  of  Oxfor 
to  do  a  bit  of  spying  for  the  British  foreig 
office  in  the  early  days  of  the  war.  Th 
British  authorities  are  interested  in  gettin 
the  secret  of  a  magnetic  mine  that  threaten 
to  play  havoc  with  British  shipping.  To  ge' 
the  information  sought  MacMurray  and  Mis 
Crawford  have  to  reach  a  mysterious  indt^ 
vidual  working  for  the  allied  cause  in  Ger 
many.  How  they  attain  their  objectiv 
makes  for  a  gripping  guessing  game  an 
plenty  of  excitement.  The  plot  has  all  th 
fascination  of  a  puzzle,  each  piece  bringin 
into  sight  another  tense  and  absorbin 
adventure.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  Mis 
Crawford  and  MacMurray  run  afoul  of  th 
Nazis,  escaping  by  the  proverbial  hair  afte 
a  terrifying  set-to  with  the  villains. 

Miss  Crawford  and  MacMurray  perforr 
with  competence.  Basil  Rathbone  is  hi 
usual  dependable  self  as  the  chief  Na: 
villain.  Satisfactorily  arrayed  on  the  sid 
of  Miss  Crawford  and  MacMurray  are  th 
late  Conrad  Veidt,  Reginald  Owen,  Richar 
Ainley,    Felix    Bressart,    Bruce    Lester. 

Produced  under  the  supervision  of  Victo 
Saville,  the  screenplay  of  Keith  Wintei 
Melville  Baker  and  Patricia  Coleman  is  load 
ed  with  dramatic  incidents.  Richard  Thorpe' 
direction  does  wonders  in  maintaining  th' 
interest  at  all  times.  The  photography  o 
Robert  Planck,  the  special  effects  of  War 
ren  Newcombe,  the  art  direction  of  Cedri 
Gibbons  and  the  musical  score  of  Bronisla 
Kaper  are  some  of  the  film's  finer  assets. 

CAST:  Joan  Crawford,  Fred  MacMurra) 
Conrad     Veidt,     Basil     Rathbone,     Reginald 
Owen,  Richard  Ainley,  Ann  Shoemaker,  Sari 
Haden,  Felix  Bressart,  Bruce  Lester,  Johann 
Hofer,  Lotta  Palfi. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Victor  Saville;  Direc 
tor,  Richard  Thorpe;  Screenplay,  Keith  Win 
ter,  Melville  Baker,  Patricia  Coleman;  Base 
on  novel  by  Helen  Maclnnes;  Cameraman 
Robert  Planck;  Musical  Score,  Bronislai 
Kaper;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons;  Specie 
Effects,  Waren  Newcombe;  Film  Edtoi 
George  Hively. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 


Francis  Webster,  E.  Y.  Harburg,  Burtoi 
Lane,  Roger  Edens;  Musical  Director,  Georgii 
Stoll;  Dance  Director,  Ernst  Matray;  Ar 
Director,  Cedric  Gibbons;  Special  Effects 
Warren  Newcombe;  Film  Editor,  Alber , 
Akst. 

DIRECTION,     Gool.         PHOTOGRAPHS 
Fine. 
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OVERBUYING  NOT  TRUST  LAW  VIOLATION 

IK;  

"Theater  Men  Can  Appeal  "Or  Else"  Orders 


• 


Reeling  'Hound  -  • 
WASHINGTON 


■Br  ANDREW  H.  OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON. 

■i  '\A/HEN  the  Allied  board  meets  next  week, 
"^  it'll  have  a  good-sized  volume  on  the 
consent  decree  to  consider.  Abram  Myers 
has  not  only  prepared  a  lengthy  report  on 
suggested   changes,   but   has   also  written   a 

^  comprehensive  story  on  the  decree  as  it 
has  operated  and  on  the  New  York  equity 
suit  and  what  led  up  to  it.  .  .  .  Should 
make  very  interesting  reading.  .  .  .  Depart 

•  :  ment  of  Justice  has  not  yet  received  the 
proposals  for  settlement  of  the  Griffith 
Amusement  case,  nor  have  concrete  pro- 
I  posals  come  in  yet  from  the  Pacific  Coast 
Council  of  ITO.  .  .  . 

•  • 

\A/ITH  the  raw  stock  situation  apparent- 
ly not  causing  many  sleepless  nights, 
Harold  Hopper  returned  this  week  from  a 
ten-day  trip  to  the  Coast  in  excellent 
spirits.  Only  serious  studio  materials  prob- 
lem these  days,  apparently,  is  lumber,  and 
he's  hopeful  that  some  satisfactory  solution 
can  be  worked  out  there  before  the  week  is 
up.  He's  discussing  the  question  of  more 
lumber  for  the  studios  here,  and  will  be  in 
New  York  today  or  tomorow  to  go  over  the 
question  with  representatives  of  WPB's  con- 
struction division. 


DY  THE  end  of  the  week,  the  New  York 
"  MPPDA  should  have  ready  to  submit 
to  Rep.  John   M.  Costello,  of  Hollywood,  a 

:  comprehensive  plan  to  ease  the  talent  man- 
power situation.  Costello  will  then  take 
the  matter  up  with  the  Army.  .  .  .  Best  bet 
is  that  the  MPPDA  draft  will  call  for  fur- 
loughs for  actors,  with  the  Army  okaying 
the  pix  they'll  be  sent  out  to  make.  If  the 
Army  can  be  sold  on  that  idea — and  it  has 
not   been    receptive    to    the   various    feelers 

•  put  out  so  far — that  is  certainly  the  best 
solution  that  can  be  hoped  for.  .  .  .  De- 
ferments are  so  unlikely  it's  a  waste  of  time 
to  go  after  them — and  it's  too  late  by  this 
time. 

Incidentally,  we're  told  that  the  studios 
made  a  mistake  in  grasping  so  eagerly  at  the 
Manning  Tables.  USES  now  has  a  neatly 
drawn  "chart  of  availability"  to  share  with 
the  local  draft  boards,  which  are  reported 
to  be  insisting  that  the  studios  release  even 
skilled  technicians  according  to  the  tables. 
.  .  .  The  rub  is  that  the  studios  have  been 
(Continued  on   Page   2) 


Selective  Service  Says  Men 
Have  30  Days  to  Protest; 
Lack  Info,  on  Conn.  Cases 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  (DAILY 
Washington — Connecticut  theater 
men  who  have  been  directed  by  their 
draft  boards  to  change  to  "essen- 
tial" war  jobs  within  30  days  or 
face  reclassification  as  1-A's  should 
file  an  appeal  if  they  feel  that  they 
have  been  unjustly  treated,  Selec- 
tive Service  headquarters  here 
pointed   out  yesterday. 

Pleading  lack  of  full  information 
on  the  Connecticut  cases,  involving 
a  theater  operator,  a  theater  man- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Post-Easter  Business 
26%  Ahead  of  1942 


With  only  three  days  to  go  to 
complete  the  current  week  initiated 
by  Easter  Sunday,  box-office  returns 
compiled  by  Film  Daily  correspon- 
dents, as  supplied  by  numerous  cir- 
cuits and  individual  exhibitors,  in- 
dicate that  business  for  the  seven- 
day  span  will  exceed  by  26  per  cent 
the   paid    attendance  clocked   in   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Short  Subjects  Sales 
Running  15  P.C.  Ahead 

A  new  spurt  in  short  sales  is 
announced  by  industry  sales  ex- 
ecutives on  the  basis  of  reports  re- 
ceived from  all  over  the  country. 
Sales  are  repoi'ted  to  be  running  at 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Prelude  to  War"  Set 
For  Entire  WB  Chain 

Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra's  "Prelude 
to  War,"  first  of  the  series  of 
"orientation"  films  originally  made  by 
the  War  Department  Special  Services 
for  showing  to  our  troops,  will  be 
booked  over  the  entire  Warner  Bros, 
circuit  throughout  the  country,  it 
was  announced  by  Joseph  Bernhard, 
the  company's  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  theaters,  at  yes- 
terday's meeting  of  zone  managers 
from  all  over  the  nation.  Bookings 
will  start  immediately. 


See  322  Situations 
For  16  mm.  Group 


With  72  members  and  enough  ap- 
plications to  bring  the  membership 
to  122,  controlling  322  situations, 
the  16  mm.  Exhibitors'  Association 
now  seeks  permanent  headquarters. 
A  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  near 
future  to  establish  the  base. 

Wall  Street  backing  is  said  to  be 

(Continued  on   Page   5) 

Charge  Dayton  Clearance 
Over  Piqua  Unreasonable 


Federal  Jury  Reverses 
White  Bear  Lake  Case, 
Finding  for  Defendant 


Charging  unreasonable  clearance, 
the  Belpik  Theater  Corp.,  operating 
the  Piqua  and  Miami  Theaters, 
Piqua,  0.,  has  filed  a  demand  for 
arbitration  in  Cincinnati  against  the 
five    consenting    companies.       Com- 

(Continued  on    Page   5) 


Press-Films  Fight  Together 

Cotten  Hails  Industry  at  Press  Club 


Loew  N.  Haven  House  Sells 
$1,100,000  in  War  Bonds 


Special  million  dollar  War  Bond 
premiere,  which  officially  introduced 
the  new  first-run  plan  at  the  Loew 
Poli  Bijou  in  New  Haven  brought  in 
$1,100,000.       Although    the    theater 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


St.  Paul,  Minn.  —  Upholding 
the  right  of  exhibitors  to  con- 
tract for  more  pictures  than 
actually  needed  in  one  season,  as  a 
means  of  protecting  themselves 
against  showing  features  of  poor 
quality,  a  jury  in  Federal  District 
Court  here  yesterday  exonerated  the 
State  Theater  Corporation  of  White 
Bear  Lake,  Minn.,  and  its  officers,  of 
charges  they  violated  anti-trust 
laws. 

The  action  constituted  a  second 
trial  of  a  suit  started  by  the  White 
Bear  Theater  Co.  and  David  Ratner, 
its  president,  against  the  State  The- 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


12  Technicolor  Films 
Awaiting  Release 


.  An  even  dozen  big  Technicolor  at- 
tractions, each  completed  but  un- 
released,  form  a  formidable  back- 
log for  the  remainder  of  the  1942- 
43  season,  a  check-up  yesterday  dis- 
closed. An  interesting  and  signi- 
ficant result  of  a  survey  just  made 

(Continued  on   Page   5) 


M  of  D  Collections 
Pass  $1,120,000  Mark 


The  March  of  Dimes  collections 
in  motion  picture  theaters  through- 
out the  country,  during  the  recent 
infantile      paralysis      drive,      have 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — The  motion  picture 
industry  is  "fighting  side  by  side 
with  the  newspapers  of  the  free 
world  to  stamp  out  the  evil  forces 
which  are  attempting  to  enslave  the 
press  of  the  world,  the  cultural  and 
artistic  forms  of  the  world,  and  the 
people  of  the  world,"  industry  press 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Day  Off  for  Femmes 
In  Conn.  Labor  Bill 

Hartford,  Conn. — Provisions  assur- 
ing women  a  day  off  each  week  and 
preventing  them  from  working  on 
shifts  changing  between  1  and  6  a.m., 
unless  given  transportation  by  their 
employer  have  been  written  into  the 
women's  55-hour  week  bill  just 
passed  in   the  State  Legislature. 
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NEW  YORK 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2y2% > 
Columbia     Picts.     pfd. 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.  Kodak   1 

do     pfd 1 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

Para.   1st  pfd 

RKO     

RKO  $6  pfd 

20th  Century-Fox   . . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK 
Para.     B'way    3s55 
Para.   Picts.  deb.  4s56 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 


STOCK   MARKET 

Net 

High     Low     Close     Chg. 

16         16         16         

16V4     15%     I6I/4   4-     Vi 

355/g  355/s  355/8  —    13/8 

15/g  15/8  15/8       

133/4  13%  135/g  —       1/4 

61  1/4  1603/4  161  —       l/2 

83  183       183  

20'/8     20  20       —     1/4 

537/B  53'/2  537/8   +      i/g 

23%  23  Vs  23%   +     3/8 


73/8  7i/4  71/4  —     Vs 

843/4  845/8  845/8  —     3/8 

19i/4  187/8  191/4      

303/8  30  303/s  +     3/8 


125/8       123/8       12S/8 


BOND    MARKET 


NEW    YORK 

Monogram   Picts 

Radio-Keith  cvs 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor      

Trans-Lux      

Universal  Corp.  vtc. .  . 

Universal   Picts 

N.     Y.    OVER-THE 

Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s 


103        103        103      

CURB    MARKET 
2  2  2  

iy4    ha    u/4   

31/8    3%    3%  —  i/s 
10%   10%   10%  +   % 


171/s       165/b       165/s 


COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
1st    '57 691/2     72 


Diamond  Out  in  $100,000  Bail 

Chicago — Frank  Diamond  has  been 
released  on  $100,000  bail  supplied  by 
the  American  Casualty  Company. 
He  will  appear  with  five  other  rack- 
eteers for  hearing  before  Commis- 
sioner Edwin  Walker  on  May  12  for 
removal  to  New  York  for  trial. 


Midland  Theater  Burns 

Detroit — Cassidy  Circuit's  700-seat 
house  at   Midland  was  destroyed  by 


Reeling  'Round  — 
WASHINGTON 

(.Continued   from  Page    1) 
unable     to     find     competent     replacements, 
but  the  tables  make  no  allowance  for  that. 
Looks  as  if  somebody  sold  somebody  a  gold 
brick. 

•  • 

QLARE  LUCE  tells  us  that  at  least  half 
^**  a  dozen  studios  were  anxious  to  make 
biographies  of  Madame  Chiang,  but  she 
turned  'em  all  down.  What  she  would  like 
to  see,  she  said,  is  "a  Chinese  Mrs.  Miniver." 
She  feels  that  the  Chinese  peasant,  be- 
cause of  his  picturesque  and  patient  hero- 
ism has  been  given  excellent  treatment  by 
the  industry,  but  that  upper-class  Chinese 
— especially  the  wealthier  city-dwellers — 
have  been  neglected.  .  .  .  The  script  Mrs. 
Luce  (Clara  Boothe)  was  working  on  for 
Twentieth-Fox  with  Jo  Swerling — which  was 
to  have  been  a  biography  of  Madame  Chiang 
— may  not  be  entirely  scrapped,  however. 
The  first  part  of  it  will  be  used  if  Twen- 
tieth-Fox decides  to  carry  through  on  its 
plan  to  make  a  screen  biography  of  General 
Homer  Lea. 


Court  Orders  20th  to  Show 
Books  in  Suit  Over  Story 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Isidor  Wasservogel  yesterday  grant- 
ed the  motion  of  Harold  T.  Rich  for 
an  order  permitting  the  examina- 
tion of  the  books  and  records  of 
20th-Fox  on  May  5.  Rich  is  suing 
the  company  for  $20,000,  alleging 
that  his  story,  "The  Million  Dollar 
Lie,"  which  appeared  in  Every- 
body's Magazine,  was  sold  to  20th- 
Fox,  and  that  during  February  and 
March  of  1942  he  entered  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  company  for  adap- 
tation of  the  story  for  screen  use. 
He  charges  the  company  refused  to 
pay  him  for  his  services. 


"Canteen"  Premiere  Date 
To  Be  Finalized  Today 

Date  of  the  global  premiere  of 
"Stage  Door  Canteen,"  Sol  Lesser's 
United  Artists  production,  will  be 
set  today.  Lesser,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Lesser  and  Cheryl  Walker, 
v/ho  has  a  leading  role  in  the  pic- 
ture, left  last  night  for  Washington 
where  he  will  complete  arrange- 
ments. 


To  Address  WAVES  at 
"Destruction"  Showing 

Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive 
vice-chairman,  will  explain  the  aims 
of  the  WAC  in  introducing  "Plan  for 
Destruction"  at  a  preview  today  at 
the  Navy's  Hunter  College  training 
station.  Lewis  Stone  is  commenta- 
tor for  the  M-G-M-produced  short. 


"Harvest"  in  Chi.  "B"  Spots 

Chicago — "Random  Harvest"  will 
go  into  B  &  K's  Marbor,  Uptown 
and  Tivoli  tomorrow  as  a  single  fea- 
ture bill  after  11  weeks  in  the 
B  &  K  Loop  houses.  The  "C"  houses 
will  get  the  film  the  week  of  June  6. 


Semels  Suit  Against  NSS 
Set  for  Trial  on  May  17 

The  $941,280  damage  action  of 
Al  and  Louis  Semels  against  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  Corp.  was  as- 
signed yesterday  to  the  New  York 
Federal  Jury  reserve  calendar  for 
trial  on  May  17. 

The  plaintiffs  allege  that  they 
were  wrongfully  discharged  from 
employment  in  violation  of  contract 
rights.  They  claim  they  entered 
into  a  contract  with  NSS  to  sell 
their  business  and  take  over  the 
animation  department  of  NSS  as 
director  and   assistant  director. 

They  were  in  business  as  the 
Alynlu  Studios.  Under  their  con- 
tract their  employment  with  NSS 
was  to  last  as  long  as  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  president,  and  Toby  Gruen, 
vice-president,   remained   in   control. 


Para.  Des  Moines  Exch. 
Trains  "Pinch  Hitter" 


Des  Moines — Viewed  as  a  possible 
help  in  the  manpower  shortage  in 
exchanges,  film  men  are  eyeing 
Paramount's  experiment  of  training 
a  utility  man  to  be  used  as  a  "pinch 
hitter"  in  any  manpower  emergen- 
cies. 

Bob  Sandblom,  draft  exempt,  and 
with  no  previous  film  experience, 
will  learn  the  business  of  the  ex- 
change from  the  ground  up.  He 
will  study  the  routine  of  the  sales, 
booking  and  shipping  departments 
and,  when  trained,  will  be  prepared 
to  step  into  the  shoes  of  any  mem- 
bers of  these  departments  should 
the  emergency  arise. 

Canadian  Film  Board 
Meeting  at  Warwick 

The  National  Film  Board  of  Can- 
ada will  hold  an  all-day  session  at 
the  Hotel  Warwick  today  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  16  mm. 
non-theatrical  situation  in  Canada. 
Representatives  from  Ottawa,  Wash- 
ington, New  York  and  Chicago  will 
attend.  Meeting  is  to  be  conducted 
by  Wesley  Green  of  the  National 
Film  Board. 


Record  Showings  Planned 
For  Warner's  "Eagles" 

Warners'  "Eagles  of  the  Navy," 
two-reel  Technicolor  special,  will  get 
the  widest  distribution  ever  ac- 
corded one  of  the  company's  shorts, 
Norman  H.  Moray,  short  subject 
sales  manager,  stated.  In  addition 
to  a  record  number  of  theaters,  the 
subject,  originally  planned  and  made 
as  a  training  film,  will  be  shown  on 
all  fleet  battleships  and  aircraft 
carriers,  plus  airplane  bases,  both 
domestic  and  overseas. 


Extend  B  &  K  Tele  License 

Chicago— The  FCC  has  extended 
B  &  K's  experimental  television 
broadcast  license  for  W9XBT  to  June 
1,  pending  determination  of  license 
renewal. 


COmiHG  and  GOIHG 


EMERSON  YORKE  left  New  York  yesterday 
for  Cincinnati  on  a  production  trip  for  the 
U.  5.  Office  of  Education,  and  will  attend  the 
Forum  on  Use  of  Radio  for  Health  Education 
in  Columbus  on  Saturday,  and  return  on  Monday 
morning. 

J.  REAL  NETH,  Columbus,  O.  circuit  opera- 
tor,   is   in   town   for  a   few  days. 

COL.    JASON    JOY    has    gone    to    Washing. 
He    is    expected    back    at    the    20th-Fox    ' 
office  at  the  week-end. 

GEORGE  ABBOTT  will  go  to  the  Coast  on 
May    10. 

VICTOR  MATURE,  USN,  is  stopping  at  the 
Essex  House. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Rosalind   RUSSELL       .       Fred   MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT   FOR    FREEDOM" 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revut   *   Symphony  Oreheitra 

First    Mezzanine   Seat!    Rettrved.    Circle    6-4600 


TYRONE  POWER  in 

"CRASH  DIVE" 

A  20th  Century- Fox  Picture  in  Technicolor 
IN         >JIMMY   DORSEY 
PERSON  I    And   His  Band 


BUY 
BONDS 


ROXY       7th   AVE- 

■*  \JJl  I  50th  ST. 


Loretta  Alia 

YOUNC     .       LAD 

"CHINA" 

A  Paramount  Picture 

with 

William    Bendix 
PARAMOUNT 

Times  Square 


In  person 

HMUU  JMftS 

And  his  Mus^ 
Makers 
The    Golden  Gate 
Quartet 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


IDA  DENNIS  JOAN 

LUPINO- MORGAN -LESLIE 
THE  HARD  WAY' 

—  and  — 

'GOOD  MORNING  JUDGE' 

DENNIS  O'KEEFE 


P 


loTw's  STATE 


ON  SCREEN 

LANA  TURNER 

ROBERT  YOUNC 

"SLIGHTLY 

DANGEROUS" 


I 
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iee  322  Situations 
:or  16  mm.  Group 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
in  prospect  for  the  Association 
members,  who  plan  to  remodel  and 
open  16  mm.  theaters  in  towns 
without  standard  houses.  Seating 
•parities  of  the  theaters  vary  be- 
tween 150  and  200  with  the  largest 
nouses  holding  300. 

At  least  one  major  company  is 
said  to  plan  16  mm.  versions  of  a 
number  of  its  older  pictures  for  re- 
lease through  these  channels.  As- 
sociation was  formed  in  Jackson- 
ville last  month.  Officers  include 
Amos  Kinnicut,  operator  of  the  New 
England  Exhibition  Circuit,  presi- 
dent; Arthur  P.  Leffinwell,  vice-pres- 
ident; Peter  Francis  Carter,  secre- 
tary and  Grover  P.  Yuille,  treas- 
■  urer.  Jacques  Kopstein,  of  Astor 
Pictures,  is  general  manager  and 
chairman  of  the  procurement  com- 
mittee. 


Charge  Dayton  Clearance 
Over  Piqua  Unreasonable 

(.Continued  from  Page   1) 
plainant   charges   that  unreasonable 
clearance  is  granted  to  the  first-run 
theaters  in  Dayton,  30  miles  away. 
Elimination  of  all  clearance  is  asked. 


Readjust  Clearance  in 
Southgate,  CaL,  Case 

Clearance  of  the  Vogue  Theater, 
Southgate,  Cal.,  over  the  Southgate 
Theater  is  unreasonable  according 
to  the  award  of  an  arbitrator  who 
fixed  the  following  schedule:  70 
days  after  the  closing  of  first-run 
at  the  Vogue  when  the  admission  is 
20  cents  plus  tax;  42  days  after  the 
closing  of  first-run  at  the  Vogue 
when  the  admission  is  25  cents  plus 
tax. 


Eighth  N.  Y.  C.  Newsreel 
House  Bows  In  Today 


New  York's  eighth  newsreel 
house  will  be  the  City  Hall  News 
Theater,  31  Park  Row,  which  opens 
this  morning.  Operators  plan  twice 
weekly  program  changes  and  a  25- 
cent   scale. 


Henry    Cinsberg 
Ralph    B.    Austrian 


Harold  J.   Flavin 
H.   S.    Kraft 


•  •  •  IN  Washington  yesterday  an  event  of  great  significance 
and  value  to  5he  film  industry  took  place.  The  background  for  it  was 
the  international  press  preview  of  the  new  Warner  Bros,  picture,  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow,"  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Press  Club 

As  trained  newspaper  men,  keenly  aware  of  the  live  issues  of  the  day 
and  the  public  interest  in  these  issues,  the  officers  of  the  National  Press 
Club  felt  that  all  their  members  should  see  this  much  discussed  film 
version  of  the  Joseph  E.  Davies  book  so  that  they  could  report  to  their 

readers   about   it So  President   Felix   Cotten   and   the   governors   of 

the  club  requested  Warners  to  give  them  a  special  showing  of  the 
picture  and  Warners  not  only  consented  but  closed  their  Earle  Theater 
for  the  entire  day  so  that  all  journalists  in  the  capital — and  many  from 
out  of  town  could  attend  the  two  private  showings  for  their  benefit 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  BESIDES  the  National  Press  club  membership,  attendance 
included  the  White  House  correspondents,  capitol  press  gallery,  radio 
commentators,  political  writers,  syndicate  bureau  heads,  international 
correspondents,  Women's  Press  Club,  editors,  magazine  writers,  lead- 
ing newspaper  men  from  many  out  of  town  cities  and  representatives 
of  the  motion  picture  trade  press— in  all  close  to  four  thousand  expert 

gentlemen    and    ladies    of    the    press The    large    and    important 

turnout  for  the  occasion  was  in  every  sense  a  tribute  not  only  to  the 
picture  and  to  Warner  Bros.,  but  to  the  film  industry  in  general,  and 
the  main  purpose  of  the  National  Press  Club  in  inviting  their  col- 
leagues of  the  motion  picture  trade  to  the  affair  was  so  thai  they 
could  see  and  realize  the  full  import  of  the  event  for  themselves. 
Which  they  did 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  business  of  ours  can  do  mountains  of  great  things 
in  aid  of  the  war  effort.  It  can  donate  film,  services  of  experts,  screen 
money  and  other  valuable  contributions,  but  these  good  deeds  cannot 
achieve  their  full  purpose  unless  the  industry  works  in  full  co-operation 
with   those   other   two   great    agencies   of   public   contact,    the   press    and 

radio It   is    the    feeling    among   many    leading   newspaper    men   in 

Washington  that  both  the  picture  business  and  the  journalistic  profession 
would  benefit  from  more  of  the  "Mission  to  Moscow"  type  of  preview 
and  more  inter-association  between  the  industry  and  the  press  of  the 
world 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  NOT  since  the  famous  congressional  investigation  has  the 
capital  crowd  been  so  favorably  impressed  with  the  motion  picture 
business  and  what  it  is  doing  in  a  constructive  line.  As  former  Arnbas- 
sador  Davies  said,  in  a  brief  informal  talk  at  the  luncheon  given  by 
Felix  Cotten  to  the  trade  paper  group,  this  is  one  of  those  times  when 
lite  screen  makes  history.  Ten,  twenty  and  thirty  years  from  now,  lie 
predicted,  the  negative  of  "Mission  to  Moscow"  will  be  taken  out  of 
the  vault  for  reference  in  the  light  of  historic  developments,  and  the 
same  applies  to  many  other  pictures  that  have  been  made  by  Warners 
and   other  companies 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ALL  in  all,  the  large  and  distinguished  turnout  of  jour- 
nalists, the  profound  impression  made  on  them  by  the  picture,  and  the 
general  good-will  created  all  around  made  the  occasion  an  achievement 
in  press  and  film  public  relations  of  sufficient  proportion  to  gratify  even 
that  demon  of  public  relation-ists  Charlie  Einield. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


12  Technicolor  Films 
Awaiting  Release 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
on  this  type  of  color  feature  from 
both  the  production  and  exhibition 
angles  is  that  showmen  throughout 
the  country  have,  during  the  past 
few  months,  sharply  stepped-up 
their  accents  on  Technicolor  billing. 
In  many  instances,  the  word  "Tech- 
nicolor," notwithstanding  its  exist- 
ing presence  on  display  paper,  has 
been  repeated  by  exhibitors  via  im- 
printing, along  with  the  name  of 
the  house.  In  other  instances,  the 
word  has  been  sniped  on. 

The   12   completed   but  unreleased 
offerings  are  "Coney  Island"   (20th- 
Fox);    "Dixie"    (Paramount);    "For 
whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  (Paramount) 
"Lassie     Comes     Home"     (M-G-M) 
"Salute  to  the   Marines"    (M-G-M) 
"DuBarry   Was   a   Lady"    (M-G-M) 
"Desert  Song"   (Warners);  "Heaven 
Can    Wait"    (20th-Fox);    "Lady    In 
the    Dark"     (Paramount);     "Riding 
High"      (Paramount);     "Best     Foot 
Forward"   (M-G-M);   and  "Phantom 
of  the  Opera"  (Universal). 

In  production,  as  of  yesterday, 
are  "Sweet  Rosie  O'Grady"  (20th- 
Fox);  "This  Is  the  Army"  (War- 
ners); "Girls  He  Left  Behind"  (20th- 
Fox);  "America"  (M-G-M);  "Vic- 
tory Through  Air  Power"  (UA-Dis- 
ney);  and  "Cobra  Woman"  (Univer- 
sal). 

Further,  there  are  14  Technicolor 
features  in  preparation,  and  10 
others  for  which  commitments  have 
been  made. 


Jack  Arthur  Resumes 
With  F-P  Next  Month 


Toronto  —  Jack  Arthur,  producer 
of  "The  Army  Show,"  will  resume 
his  duties  as  Famous  Players  Can- 
adian Corp.  district  manager  in  mid- 
May.  Troupe,  which  is  under  direct 
auspices  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment for  the  entertainment  of  the 
public  and  those  in  service,  is  tour- 
ing Ontario,  will  play  Montreal  and 
then  play  cities  in  the  Canadian 
West  before  sailing  for  the  British 
Isles  next  autumn. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  PROMOTED  * 

SAL  POPOLIZIO,  20th-Fox,  New  Haven,  pro- 
moted to  corporal. 

—  •  — 

*  TO  OFFICERS  SCHOOLS  * 

EDWARD  ARTHUR,  assisting  general  manager, 
F  b  M-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  at 
Jefferson    Barracks,    Mo. 

*  ARMY  * 

DOUCLAS  LICHTNER,  manager,  'Davis  Theater, 
Higginsville,   Mo. 

ROBERT  iBERBERIAN,  Nortown  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

DONAT  BLAINE,  operator,  Jodoin  Theater, 
Baltic,    Conn. 

WALTER  J.  KESSLER,  manager,  Loew's,  Canton, 
O. 
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lays  Press,  Films 
Fight  Together 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

representatives  were  told  yesterday 
by  President  Felix  Cotten  of  the 
National  Press  Club.  Cotten  spoke 
it  an  informal  luncheon  just  prior 
to  the  special  press  showing  yes- 
terday at  the  Earle  Theater  of  War- 
iers'  "Mission  to  Moscow." 

Cotten's  brief  address  keynoted 
the  day  here,  which  was  marked  by 
a  close  feeling  of  kinship  between 
the  press  and  the  motion  picture 
industry.  The  written  word  and  the 
camera  were  in  complete  harmony 
and  co-operation  yesterday,  and 
more  than  4,000  newspapers — in- 
cluding hundreds  who  have  covered 
the  important  events  of  the  cen- 
tury in  foreign  lands — enthusias- 
tically endorsed  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow." 

Speaking  for  the  National  Press 
Club,  which  numbers  most  of  the 
leading  newspapermen  here  in  its 
membership,  Cotten  said,  "We  are 
honored  to  have  you  here  today  as 
representatives  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.  The  journalists  who 
will  be  present  at  these  screenings 
indicate  a  recognition  of  the  efforts 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  and 
their  presence  should  be  regarded 
as  an  encouragement  to  all  produc- 
ers to  continue  the  fine  work  the 
motion  picture  industry  is  doing  in 
the  war  effort. 

"We  newspapermen,"  he  said,  "be- 
lieve that  'Mission  to  Moscow'  con- 
stitutes a  very  important  piece  of 
news,  and  the  fact  that  Warner 
Brothers  have  acceded  to  our  re- 
quest to  view  it  in  advance,  so  that 
we  may  report  on  it  to  the  world 
at  large,  brings  greater  dignity  to 
our  profession  and  in  turn  digni- 
fies your  own. 

"We  know  that  the  motion  picture 
industry  and  Warner  Brothers  are 
doing  great  work.  We  know  that 
Warner  Brothers  and  the  industry 
are  fighting  side  by  side  with  the 
newspapers  of  the  free  world  to 
stamp  out  the  evil  forces  which 
are  attempting  to  enslave  the  press 
of  the  world,  the  cultural  and  artis- 
tic forms  of  the  world,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  world.  We  know  that  if 
this  sort  of  thing  had  taken  place 
in   Germany  in  1933  before  the  as- 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Hamden,  Conn. — Ensign  Howard 
Johnson,  son  of  Adolph  G.  Johnson, 
operator  of  the  Strand,  and  Mar- 
jorie   Gessner  are  married. 


Following  their  marriage  on  Tues- 
day in  White  Plains,  Howard  Barnes, 
motion  picture  and  drama  critic  of 
the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  and 
his  bride,  the  former  Katherine  Vin- 
cent, are  honeymooning  in  Hot 
Springs,   Va. 


"New  York's  Finest"  Not  Merely  Maintain 

Order,  But  That  Alan  Is  Quite  a  Ladd! 

Police  supervision  has  become  a  daily  fixture  at  the  local  Paramount,  due 
to  the  enormous  crowds  which  daily  storm  the  portals  to  view  the  big  current 
show.  Considerable  trade  enlightenment  can  be  gained  by  conversing  with 
the  cops,  both  on  horseback  and  afoot,  when  the  waiting  mobs  are  in  a  com- 
paratively static  state  waiting  admittance.  For  example,  one  stalwart  bluecoat, 
when  asked  which  is  the  bigger  draw,  Hot-Trumpet  James  or  He-Man  Ladd, 
explained  it  this  wise:  "The  fans,  before  they  go  in,  seem  to  talk  about  that 
James  boy, — but  when  they  come  out,  they  talk  about  the  other, — Ladd." 


Short  Subjects  Sales 
Running  15  P.C.  Ahead 


Post-Easter  Business 
26  P.  C.  Ahead  of  1942 
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least  15  per  cent  over  last  year's, 
with  still  heavier  gains  expected. 

The  upsurge  of  the  short  subject 
is  attributed  to  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons. One  is  the  mounting  trend  to- 
ward single  features.  In  other  in- 
stances duals  are  so  weak  that  good 
shorts  are  being  used  to  bolster 
programs.  In  many  cases  shorts 
are  being  depended  upon  to  supply 
relief  from  films  founded  on  war 
themes.  Exhibitors  are  said  to  be 
finding  shorts  an  excellent  means  of 
brightening  up  their  programs. 

The  increasing  numbers  of  Gov- 
ernment reels,  made  available  to  ex- 
hibitors for  nothing,  are  also  cred- 
ited with  the  heavier  bookings  of 
shorts  by  the  nation's  theaters.  The- 
ater men  are  being  encouraged  to 
give  more  time  to  shorts  by  the  bet- 
ter quality  of  product  being  turned 
out  today,  according  to  informants. 

The  demand  is  said  to  be  great- 
est for  cartoons,  with  color  reels 
especially  getting  a  heavy  play.  In 
fact,  exhibitors  are  noting  a  prefer- 
ence for  anything  that  will  cause 
patrons  to  forget  the  war  and  its 
attendant  hardships. 

ITPA  Holds  Frolic  Tomorrow 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  —  Charles  W. 
Trampe,  Monogram-Midwest  Film 
Exchange,  is  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee in  charge  of  arrangements  for 
a  spring  movie  frolic  to  be  held 
tomorrow  at  the  Wisconsin  Roof  ball- 
:  oom  here  by  the  ITPA  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  Upper  Michigan.  Other  com- 
mittee members  include  James  Bo- 
den,  Mark  Morgan,  George  Lang- 
heinrich  and  Harry  Perlewitz. 


cent  of  Hitler,  there  might  not  have 
been  a  war  today. 

"We  are  happy  to  join  with  you 
in  this  great  common  cause.  That 
is  why  we  are  deeply  grateful  to 
the  motion  picture  industry  and  the 
Warner  Brothers,  who  through  all 
of  their  career  have  marched  at  the 
forefront  of  the  army  that  fights 
for  free  expression." 


Irving  Mack's  Mother  Dead 

Chkago — Mrs.  Anna  Mack,  69, 
mother  of  Irving  Mack,  Filmack 
Trailer  Co.  head,  is  dead. 


Craig  Y.  Riddle  Dead 

Canton,  O.— Craig  Y.  Riddle,  69, 
for  several  years  manager  of  the 
Park  Theater,  Meyers  Lake  Park,  is 
dead. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
corresponding  week  of  1942.  In  the 
wave  of  entertainment  seeking, 
many  key  and  subsequent  situations 
have  seen  box-office  records  shat- 
tered. 

Territories  report  that  there  has 
been  little  difference  in  attendance 
between  Holy  Week  and  the  current 
seven  days  in  over-all  demand  on  the 
part  of  film  fans,  but  in  a  number 
of  instances  business  shows  a  defi- 
nite  upswing. 

Loew's  Metropolitan  stands  have 
been  packing  the  customers  in  with 
"Reunion  In  France,"  "Hit  Parade," 
"Stand  By  For  Action,"  "Tennessee 
Johnson,"  and  "Powers  Girl,"  and 
with  "Slightly  Dangerous"  and  "The 
Desperados"  in  the  preponderance 
of  key  engagements  elsewhere.  The 
Loew-Poli  chain's  present  big  takes 
have  been  clocked  by  "Hello  Frisco." 

On  the  Warner  Circuit,  "Edge  of 
Darkness"  and  "Air  Force"  have 
piled  up  sensational  grosses. 

In  most  of  the  RKO  spots,  "Flight 
for  Freedom"  has  been  the  holiday 
week  magnet,  with  "Hitler's  Chil- 
dren" now  big  in  Boston.  The  lat- 
ter picture  finished  very  strong  its 
unprecedented  nine-day  runs  in  Man- 
hattan and  Westchester,  and  yester- 
day launched  upon  precedent-shat- 
tering engagements  of  eight  days' 
duration  in  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

Paramount  stands  around  the 
country  find  "Star  Spangled  Rhy- 
thm" running  close  to  top  for  the 
year.  The  New  York  engagement 
(Broadway  Paramount)  of  "China" 
is  evoking  enormous  attendance,  and 
business  being  done  by  this  same 
attraction  at  the  Newark  Paramount: 
is  proving  the  power  of  the  film 
itself,  plus  the  magnetism  of  its 
star,  Alan  Ladd. 

Strength  being  shown  by  Easter 
Week  attractions  will  undoubtedly 
mean    wholesale   holdovers. 


Confederation  Amusement 
Profits  Drops  to  $33,340 

Montreal — Confederation  Amuse- 
ments, Ltd.,  (neighborhood  theater 
chain),  reports  net  profit  of  $33,340 
for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31,  1942, 
after  bond  interest  and  provision 
for  income  and  excess  profits  taxes. 
This  compares  with  $37,200  in  1941. 

During  the  year  the  company  pur- 
chased the  dominion  theater,  prev- 
iously held  under  lease. 

Annual  meeting  will  be  held 
today, 


Theater  Men  Can 
Appeal  Board  Orders 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ager    and    two    bookers,    one    for   a 
circuit,  the  second  for  a  major  ex- 
change,    Selective     Service    officials 
refused   specific  comment. 

It  was  said,  hewever,  that  evenij; 
the  men  do  not  file  appeals,  if  (filfc 
matter  is  brought  to  the  attend  -! 
of  the  State  Director  of  Selective 
Service  he  may,  after  investigation, 
file  an  appeal  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. This  would  be  done  after 
he  had  attempted  to  get  the  local 
board  to  rescind  its  action.  The 
state  director  may  not  actually 
overrule  the  local  board  but  he  can 
order  a  stay  of  induction  if  he  sees 
cause. 

It  appears  that  there  is  no  ques- 
tion of  "legality"  in  the  actions 
of  a  local  board  as  local  boards  are 
not  bound  to  follow  all  the  policies 
suggested  by  Washington  although 
they  are  "expected"  to  follow  these 
policies.  Only  redress  in  the  event 
that  a  local  board  refuses  to  be 
bound  by  Washington  is  through 
an   appeal. 

Dependency  status  of  the  men  is 
also  of  importance  in  these  cases. 
If  the  men  are  fathers,  the  local 
boards  are,  in  effect  declaring  them 
"non-deferable,"  and  such  action 
would  certainly  call  for  intercession 
by  the  State  Director.  If  they  are 
not  entitled  to  consideration  on  de- 
pendency grounds,  then  the  local 
board  is  actually  giving  these  men 
a  concession  when  it  orders  them  to 
go  into  essential  jobs.  Their  the- 
ater jobs  do  not  entitle  them  even 
to  the  30-day  deferment,  under  Na- 
tional Selective  Service  listings  of 
essential    jobs. 


Loew  N.  Haven  House  Sells 
$1,100,000  in  War  Bonds 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

seats  only  1,500,  many  persons 
bought  large  quantities  of  Bonds,  but 
accepted  only  one  or  two  seats.  House 
was  scaled  at  $1,000,  $500,  and  $100. 
Local  merchants  tied  in  with  the 
premiere  by  plugging  affair  in  ads 
and  taking  time  on  local  radio  sta- 
tion. Daily  papers  gave  plenty  of 
free  space,  while  local  transporta- 
tion company  donated  gratis  space 
on  dashboards. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


REUBEN  J.  NELSON,  manager,  Hub  Theater, 
Rochelle,    I!!. 

BOBBIE  SHOWMAKER,  manager,  Missouri  The- 
ater,   Campbell,   Mo. 

CAL  LEEDER,  office  manager,  Warners,  Cincin- 
nati. 

HARRY  SHUMOW,  manager,  M-G-M,  Milwau- 
kee. 

JOHN    KEMPTGEN,   manager,   M-G-M,   Omaha. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  manager,  Loew's  Theater, 
Canton. 

HERMAN  FECHT,  partner  of  Leonard  Kaplan, 
State,  Mason  City,  la. 

PHILIP  STEVENSON,  exploitation  director,  Play- 
wrights   Co.,    New   York. 
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cent, are  honeymooning  in  Hot 
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for  several  years  manager  of  the 
Park  Theater,  Meyers  Lake  Park,  is 
dead. 


cnasea  tne  dominion  theater,  prev- 
iously held  under  lease. 

Annual     meeting     will     be     held 
today, 


i-anron. 
HERMAN    FECHT,    partner    of    Leonard    Kaplan 

State,   Mason  City,   la. 
PHILIP  STEVENSON,   exploitation  director,  Play 
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IN  THE  HITLER  S 

DREN  MANNER  ...  FOR  THE  SCREEN  S 

RING  DRAMA  OF  TODAY  S  SECRET  HEROES! 

O-City  World   Premiere   May   7th   in  the   Ohio  -  Indiana  -  Kentucky  -  West  Virginia  area,  with  WLW 
nketing  the  territory  with  the  most  intensive  radio  coverage  ever  given  a  motion  picture! 


SOME  OF  THE  TOWNS  AND  THEATRES  PARTICIPATING 
IN  THE  GREAT  WLW-SPONSORED  PREMIERE  ... 


IINCINNATI,  A/faee      DAYTON,  Keiths      COLUMBUS,  Palace      HUNTINGTON,  Keith-Albee     CHARLESTON, 

■opitol   .  SPRINGFIELD,  State      BECKLEY,  BecHey      MARION,  Palace      NEWARK,  Midland     ZANESVILLE,  Liberty. . 
CAMBRIDGE,  State      MARIETTA,  Hippodrome      LIMA,  Ohio      PORTSMOUTH,  Columbia      CHILLICOTHE,  Sherman 
BLUEFIELD,  Colonial     GREENVILLE,  Wayne      LANCASTER,  Pa/ace     WILMINGTON,  New  La  Max     WASHINGTON 

COURT  HOUSE,  Fayette    WINCHESTER,  Leeds    FRANKFORT,  Capitol.  WAPAKONETA,  vvopo    LEBANON,  Tow, 
Hall . .  INDIANAPOLIS,  Circle     LOUISVILLE,  Rialto    ANDERSON,  stofe     KOKOMO,  Indiana .    LOGANSPORT,  Stat, 

.{ERNE  HAUTE^tfefc-cm.      VINCENNES,  Fort  Soctvide.    FRANKFORT,  Clinton..  PERU,  Roxy..  BEDFORD,  Indiana. 

pi  nnMiNRTnki   n_. mtu/pacti  r  ^-_.»i.    MiiNmr  o...~i.    MimsnN  r>i.;„    rnMNPocvii  i  p  a..j;.„.-.._ 


FAYETTE,  m 


Other  big  radio  net- 
works already  set 
and  more  being 
added  every  day 
to  give  an  elo- 
quent picture  the 
most  wide- spread 
promotion  any  ex- 
hibitor could  even 
dream  about!  .  .  . 
Just  one  more 
example  of  the 
RKO  Radio  brand 
of  showmanship 
that's  going  places 
-FAST! 


'ON,  Princess. NEWCASTLE,  Castle  . .  mwiiuii.,  kivoii  . .     ihhimvi,,  umo..  _ 

.  MARION,  Indiana.  .  RICHMOND,  Sfofe       SEYMOUR,    Vondee       FORT  WAYNE,  Paramount 


• 


is  what  the  trade  press  says: 


LOOKS    LIKE   A  SURE   BET  FOR   TOP  GROSSES." 

—  Box  Office 


IS   BOUND   TO   BE   A   HIT  AT  THE   BOX   OFFICES  OF 
THE  NATION  .  .  .  PLENTY  OF  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR 

THE   ENTIRE    FAMILY."  -Showmen's  Trade  Review 


nnxa 


PROMISES    AMPLE    REWARD   AT  THE   BOX   OFFICE 
...HOLDS  APPEAL  FOR  MOST  AUDIENCES." 

—  Motion  Picture  Herald 


WILL  STIR   ANY  AUDIENCE  TO  THE   DEPTHS  .  .  .  AN 

IMPORTANT   AND    STIRRING    PICTURE."        -Daily  Variety 

IS  TOP  FLIGHT  ENTERTAINMENT... SHOULD  HAVE  A 
LUSTY  AND    PROFITABLE  LIFE  ...  MERITS  A  PLACE 

WITH    THE    BEST."  -Independent 

SHOULD  DO  PROFITABLE  BUSINESS  ...  SINCERE, 
DIGNIFIED,  ELOQUENT  AND  STEADILY  ENGROSS- 
ING  FILM."  -Variety 

IS  CERTAIN  TO  BENEFIT  THE  BOX  OFFICE."  -Exhibitor 


CHARLES 


MAUREEN 


LAUGHTON  •  01ARA 


KENT  SMITH  •  UNA  O'CONNOR 


Directed  by  Jean  Renoir  A  JEAN  RENOIR*  DUDLEY  NICHOLS 

Screen  Play  by  Dudley  Nichols  ProduCtlOH 
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] 'Lady  of  Burlesque" 

vith  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Michael  O'Shea 
-Stromberg  91    Mins. 

1UNT  STROMBERG  MAKES  AUSPI- 
)US  BOW  AS  UA  PRODUCER;  TURNS 
5T-SELLER  INTO  SWELL  ENTERTAIN- 


rjy   of   Burlesque,"  based  on  "The  G- 
-mg  Murders,"  the  Gypsy  Rose  Lee  best- 
lller,    starts    Hunt    Srromberg    off    on    the 
lht    foot    as    a    United    Artists    producer. 
j  e   producer   has   brought   to   bear   in    the 
|iking  of  the  film  all  the  vast  experience 
acquired  during  his  long  tenure  as  a  pro- 
le tion    expert    at    the     M-G-M    studios. 
Is     astute     judgment     as    a     showman     is 
, kingly    borne    out    by    the    results    of    his 
1st  production   for   UA. 
iThe  film  is  destined  to  make  a  strong  bid 
boxoffice    recognition,    having    gauged 
|e  public  taste   with   remarkable   accuracy, 
offers  vast  exploitation  possibilities,  what 
Ith  the  tremendous  publicity  that  has  been 
|rnered  by  the  book,  the  glamor  attached 
the  authoress'  name,  the  drawing  power 
the    Barbara    Stanwyck    name    and    the 
|,cination  of  the  picture's  setting — a  bur- 
.que  house  once  the  scene  of  grand  opera 
I  plus  the  Stromberg  name. 
I  Stromberg  has  assembled  a  first-rate  cast 
Jat    makes    the    characters    come    to    life. 
Itss    Stanwyck    plays    a    burlesque    star    to 
Jc    breath.       Keeping    pace    with    her    is 
lichael    O'Shea,    legit,    actor    who    gives    a 
I  perlative    account   of   himself   in   his   first 
Ireen   assignment.      O'Shea    performs   in   a 
|;orous,   natural   style   that   makes   his   role 
|ghly   effective.      Standing  out  among   the 
her  players  are  J.  Edward  Bromberg,  Gloria 
Ickson,     Frank     Conroy,     Victoria     Faust, 
Maries   Dingle,   Marion   Martin,   Pinky   Lee, 
1  s  Adrian,  Stephanie  Bachelor. 
J  The    film    is    notable    for    the    manner    in 
|nch  it  has  recreated  the  atmosphere  of  a 
lirlesque  theater.    The  background  doesn't 
ve  that  phony  quality  so  common  to  films 
aling  with  the  theater  and  life  backstage. 
|  ibert  De  Grasse's  camera  work  does  much 
create  the  feeling  of  a  burlesque  house. 
James  Gunn   has  worked  a   lot  of  laughs 
Ito  his  screenplay.    He  takes  plenty  of  time 
]  tting  the  stage.  When  the  melodrama  hits, 
hits    hard.       The    mystery    involves    the 
Irangling  of  two  performers  with   their  g- 
Irings.      After   a    lot   of   suspense-creating 
tion    Conroy,    theater    watchman,    is    un- 
asked as  the  killer,  the  motive  being  his 
|  tterness   toward    burlesque. 
William   A.   Wellman's   direction    is   aces. 
CAST:  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Michael  O'Shea, 
Edward    Bromberg,    Iris    Adrian,    Gloria 
lickson,  Victoria  Faust,  Stephanie  Bachelor, 
harles  Dingle,   Marion   Martin,   Eddie  Gor- 
l)n,  Frank   Fenton,  Pinky  Lee,   Frank  Con- 
]>y,     Lew     Kelly,     Claire     Carleton,     Janis 
arter,  Gerald  Mohr,  Bert  Hanlon,  Sid  Ma- 
in, Lou  Lubin,  Lee  Trent,  Don  Lynn,  Beat 
'ong,  Freddie  Walburn,  Isabel  Withers. 
CREDITS:  Producer,  Hunt  Stromberg;  Di- 
Ictor,    William    A.    Wellman;    Screenplay, 
limes  Gunn;  Based  on  novel  by  Gypsy  Rose 
lee;    Cameraman,    Robert    De    Grasse;    Art 
■rector,  Benard  Herzbruri;  Dance  Director, 
nanny  Dare;  Musical  Score,  Arthur  Lange; 
nngs,  Sammy  Cahn,  Hary  Akst;  Film  Edi- 
J  >r,  James  E.  Newcome. 
|    DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
I  ood. 


"Mission  to  Moscow" 

with  Walter  Huston,  Ann  Harding 
Warner   Bros.  l23  Mins. 

VITAL  COMPELLING  AND  DYNAMIC  RE-ENACTMENT  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 
OUR  TIMES  IS  A  BOXOFFICE  WINNER. 

"Mission  to  Moscow"  definitely  is  boxoffice.  That  is  written  first  because,  to  the 
showman  who  will  play  it  in  the  weeks  and  months  to  come,  that  understandably  is  the 
ail-important  question. 

It  is  boxoffice  for  many  reasons. 

It  is  boxoffice  because  it  is  a  vital  and  dynamic  re-enactment  of  the  history  of  our 
times — a  recital  of  our  mistakes,  a  frank  and  realistic  presentation  of  what  we  must  do 
and  an  augury  of  what  the  future  holds  if  we  do  not  fail. 

It  is  boxoffice  because  it  centers  the  spotlight  upon  what,  to  a  majority  of  Amer- 
icans, certainly  has  been  the  unknown  quantity  in  the  United  Nations  equation  and  goes 
as  far  perhaps  as  the  screen  can  go  to  make  the  Soviet  Union,  its  leaders,  its  policy  and 
its  accomplishments  understandable. 

It  is  boxoffice  because  for  reasons  which  must  be  apparent.  It  is  necessarily 
controversial  in  certain  sequences,  and  controversy  ever  is  a  potent  boxoffice  auxiliary. 

It  is  boxoffice  because,  lacking  a  conventional  romance  and  indeed  a  story  plot, 
it  offers  instead  the  absorbing  and  awesome  drama  whose  first  scene  was  played  in  June 
1936,  when  Haile  Selassie  addressed  the  Assembly  of  the  League  of  Nations  in  Geneva 
and  warned  of  what  was  to  come. 

it  is  boxoffice  because,  from  the  spoken  prologue  by  Former  Ambassador  Joseph 
Davies  to  the  spoken  epilogue  those  who  have  adapted,  played,  directed  and  produced  the 
picure  have  never  lost  their  showman's  cunning.  Thus,  despite  the  better  than  two  hours 
of  playing  time,  there  is  sustained  interest,  with  the  climactic  scenes  spurring  the  tempo 
and   adroitly   underlining  the   motivation. 

Absence  of  a  conventional  plot  of  course  presents  the  reviewer  with  a  sizeable 
handicap,  makes  virtually  impossible  the  setting  down  of  a  thumb-nail  synopsis.  Briefly, 
as  the  title  implies,  the  picture  is  the  story  of  Davies'  diplomatic  mission  to  Moscow, 
his  personal  observations,  and  his  report  to  the  President — a  report  keynoted  by  his  con- 
viction that  Russia  was  devoted  to  peace. 

There  are  numerous  high  spots  in  the  re-enactment  of  the  series  of  historical  events 
in  which  a  procession  of  world  leaders  cross  the  screen,  but  outstanding,  certainly,  are 
two:  One  is  the  so-called  "purge"  trial.  Here  is  drama  in  the  raw  and  the  sequence  is 
brilliantly  played.  The  other  is  the  meeting  of  Davies  and  Stalin  in  the  latter's  study  in 
the  Kremlin.     Audiences  will  quickly  sense  the  scene's  power  and  its  potentialities. 

For  the  rest,  and  there  is  much,  exhibitors  need  have  no  apprehensions.  Smooth 
continuity,  a  canny  seasoning  of  comedy  here  and  there  and  as  impressive  performances 
as  could  be  desired  under  the  guidance  of  adept  direction  combine  to  put  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  across  the  boards  a  certain  winner.  The  cast  is  legion  but  you'll  find  no  misfit, 
from  principals  topped  by  Walter  Huston,  Ann  Harding,  Oscar  Homolka,  Gene  Lockhart 
to  the  bit  players. 

CAST:  Walter  Huston,  Ann  Harding,  Oscar  Homolka,  George  Tobias,  Gene  Lock- 
hart,  Frieda  Inescort,  Eleanor  Parker,  Richard  Travis,  Helmut  Dantine,  Victor  Francen, 
Henry  Darnell,  Barbara  Everest,  Dudley  Field  Malone,  Roman  Bohnen,  Maria  Palmer, 
Moroni  Olsen,  Minor  Watson,  Vladimir  Sokoloff,  Maurice  Schwartz,  Jerome  Cowan, 
Konstantin  Shane,  Mannert  Kippen,  Kathleen  Lockhart,  Kurt  Katch,  Felix  Basch,  Frank 
Puglia,  John  Abbott,  Charles  Trowbridge,  Leigh  Whipper,  George  Renevant,  Clive  Morgan, 
Alex  Chirva,  Olaf  Hytten,  Art  Gilmore,  Don  Clayton,  George  Sorel,  Duncan  Renaldo,  Mino 
Bellini,  Ferd  Schuman-Heinck,  Rolf  Lindau,  Peter  Michael,  George  Davis,  Jean  Del  Val, 
Emory  Parnell,  Pat  O'Malley,  Mark  Strong,  Albert  D'Arno,  Rudolph  Steinbeck,  Gino 
Corrado,  Glen  Strange,  Oliver  Cross,  Ray  Walker. 

Capt.  Jack  Young,  Ernst  Hauserman,  Frank  Faylen,  Joseph  Crehan,  Ross  Ford,  Warren 
Douglas,  Barbara  Brown,  Isabel  Withers,  George  Lossey,  Wallis  Clark,  Hans  Schumm,  Dr. 
Ernest  Golm,  Lisa  Golm,  Henry  Victor,  Louis  Arco,  Alfred  Zeisler,  Richard  Ryan,  Erwin 
Kaler,  Pierre  Watkin,  Edward  Van  Sloan,  Esther  Zeitlin,  Nina  Blagoi,  Tanya  Somova, 
Nikolai  Celikhovsky,  Michael  Visaroff,  Nick  Kobliansky,  Gabriel  Lenoff,  Alex  Akimoff, 
Sam  Savitsky,  George  Glebeff,  Mike  TuMigan,  Adia  Kuznetzoff,  Dimitris  Alexis,  Henry 
Guttman,  Robert  Baikoff,  Mischa  Westfall,  Elizabeth  Archer,  Rosa  Margot,  Valya  Terry, 
Sandor  Szabo,  Virginia  Christine,  Ivan  Tresault,  Daniel  Ocko,  David  Hoffman. 

Lumsden  Hare,  Peter  Goo  Chong,  Robert  C.  Fischer,  Charles  La  Torre,  Alex  Caze, 
Frank  Reicher,  Leonid  Snagoff,  Edgar  Licho,  Marie  Melesch,  Michael  Mark,  Martin  Noble, 
Lee  Tung  Foo,  Victor  Wong,  Luke  Chan,  Allen  Jung,  John  Dilson,  Jean  de  Briac, 
Ted  E.  Jacques,  Billie  Louie,  Loulette  Sablon,  Marian  Lessing,  Joan  Winfield, 
Tina  Menard,  Peggy  Watts,  Irene  Pedrini,  Louis  Jean  Heydt,  John  Hamilton,  Frank 
Ferguson,  Bill  Kennedy,  William  Forrest,  Alex  Melesch,  Marek  Windheim,  Ivan  Lebedeff, 
Gregory  Golubeff,  Jack  Gardner,  Sam  Goldenberg,  Egon  Brecher,  Zina  Torchina,  Vera 
Richkova,  Jean  Wong,  Irina  Semochenko,  Christine  Gordon,  Alexander  Granach,  Mischa 
Westfall,  Joseph  Kamaryt,  Baroness  Yvonne  Hendricks,  Tamara  Shayne,  Olga  Uljanovskaja, 
Patricia  Fung,  Igorde  Navrotsky. 

Doris  Lloyd,  James  Flavin,  William  B.  Davidson,  Herbert  Hayes,  George  Carleton, 
Charles  Trowbridge,  Francis  Pierlot,  Forbes  Murray,  Edward  Keane,  William  Gould,  Harry 
Cording,  Zoia  Karabanova,  Betty  Roadman,  Hooper  Atchley,  Eugene  Eberly,  Arthur  Loft, 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


"Swing  Your  Partner" 

with  Lulubelle  and  Scotty,  Vera  Vague 
Republic  72  Mins. 

MUSICAL  IS  PACKED  WITH  RADIO 
TALENT;  STORY  SECONDARY;  FILM 
SHOULD  DO  AS  FAMILY  ENTERTAIN- 
MENT. 

Radio  personalities  have  a  field  day  in 
this  musical  offering  in  which  comedy  is 
strongly  accented.  The  story,  a  flimsy 
affair,  is  of  secondary  importance  as  one 
ether  performer  after  another  struts  across 
the  screen.  The  entertainment  dished  out 
by  the  picture  is  the  sort  that  appeals  to 
unsophisticated  folks  and  family  audiences, 
especially  persons  who  are  radio  fanatics. 
The  picture  is  hoke  pure  and  simple  and 
likely  to  make  a  hit  with  the  filmgoers 
for  whom  it  is  carpentered. 

The  parade  of  radio  names  is  led  by  Lulu- 
belle and  Scotty  and  Vera  Vague.  At  their 
heels  come  Dale  Evans,  Ransom  Sherman, 
Harry  "Pappy"  Cheshire,  George  "Shug" 
Fisher,  the  Tennessee  Ramblers.  There  is 
plenty  of  variety  in  what  they  do,  although 
there  is  much  that  is  commonplace  about 
their  work.  Seven  tunes  comprise  the 
musical  contribution  of  the  film's  radio  tal- 
ent. Here  they  are:  "Birthday  Song,"  "Swing 
Your  Partner,"  "Cheese  Cake,"  "In  the  Cool 
of  the  Evening,"  "Water  Lou,"  "Everybody 
Kiss  Your  Partner,"  "Shug  Shug  Yodel."  The 
other  performers  are  topped  by  Esther  Dale, 
Roger  Clark,  Richard  Lane. 

The  yarn,  knocked  out  by  Dorrell  and 
Stuart  McGowan,  has  Miss  Dale  as  the 
president  of  a  dairy  company.  The  action 
starts  when  Lulubelle  and  Scotty  and  Vera 
Vague,  workers  at  one  of  her  plants,  broad- 
cast their  unvarnished  feelings  for  her  dur- 
ing a  radio  program  staged  by  the  workers 
on  her  birthday.  Determined  to  find  her 
detractors,  Miss  Dale,  disguised  as  a  work- 
er, obtains  employment  at  the  plant.  Her 
experiences  as  a  common  ordinary  worker 
make  her  realize  that  the  way  she  is  treat- 
ing her  employes  is  all  wrong.  When  she 
returns  to  her  executive  duties  she  puts 
reforms   into  effect. 

Frank  McDonald's  direction  keeps  the 
show  moving  at  a  lively  pace.  Armand 
Schaefer  produced. 

CAST:  Lulubelle  and  Scotty,  Vera  Vague, 
Dale  Evans,  Ransom  Sherman,  Harry  "Pappy" 
Cheshire,  Richard  Lane,  George  "Shug" 
Fisher,  Roger  Clark,  Esther  Dale,  Judy 
Clark,  Charles  Judels,  Rosemary  La  Planche, 
Sam  Flint,  Forbes  Murray.  Elmer  Jerome, 
Tennessee  Ramblers,  Peppy  and  Peanuts. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Armand 
Schaefer;  Director,  Frank  McDonald;  Screen- 
play, Dorrell  and  Stuart  McGowan;  Camera- 
man, Bud  Thackery;  Film  Editor,  Richard 
Van  Enger;  Art  Director,  Russell  Kimball; 
Musical  Director,  Morton  Scott;  Songs, 
Jule  Styne,  Frank  Loesser,  Charles  Hender- 
son;  Dance  Director,  Josephine  Earl. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


"Air  Force"  Plays  RKO  May  20 

Warner's  "Air  Force,"  which  has 
just  completed  a  three-month  run 
at  the  Hollywood,  will  play  the  RKO 
metropolitan  circuit  starting  May 
20.  "The  Hard  Way,"  another  War- 
ner release,  plays  the  circuit  the 
week  of  May  6. 
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is  what  the  trade  press  says: 


LOOKS    LIKE  A  SURE   BET  FOR  TOP  GROSSES. 


WIS' 


IS  BOUND  TO  BE  A  HIT  AT  THE  BOX  OFFICES  OF 
THE  NATION  .  .  .  PLENTY  OF  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR 
THE  ENTIRE  FAMILY." 


PROMISES  AMPLE  REWARD  AT  THE  BOX  OFFICE 
. . .  HOLDS  APPEAL  FOR  MOST  AUDIENCES." 

-Motion  Picture  Herald 

WILL  STIR  ANY  AUDIENCE  TO  THE  DEPTHS  ...  A.. 
IMPORTANT  AND   STIRRING    PICTURE."       -Daffy  Variety 

IS  TOP  FLIGHT  ENTERTAINMENT... SHOULD  HAVE  A 
LUSTY  AND    PROFITABLE  LIFE  . .  .  MERITS  A  PLACE 

WITH   THE    BEST."  -fndepenaW 

SHOULD  DO  PROFITABLE  BUSINESS  ...  SINCERE, 
DIGNIFIED,  ELOQUENT  AND  STEADILY  ENGROSS- 
ING FILM."  ""' 

IS  CERTAIN  TO  BENEFIT  THE  BOX  OFFICE."  -Exhibitor 
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I  rector,  Benard  Herzbrun;  Dance  Director, 
jinny  Dare;  Musical  Score,  Arthur  Lange; 
]mgs,  Sammy  Cahn,  Hary  Akst;  Film  Edi- 

r,  James  E.  Newcome. 
(•DIRECTION,    Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 

>od. 


Westfall,  Joseph  Kamaryt,  Baroness  Yvonne  Hendricks,  Tamara  Shayne,  Olga  Uljanovskaja, 
Patricia   Fung,   Igorde   Navrotsky. 

Doris  Lloyd,  James  Flavin,  William  B.  Davidson,  Herbert  Hayes,  George  Carleton, 
Charles  Trowbridge,  Francis  Pierlot,  Forbes  Murray,  Edward  Keane,  William  Gould,  Harry 
Cording,  Zoia  Karabanova,  Betty  Roadman,  Hooper  Atchley,  Eugene  Eberly,  Arthur  Loft, 
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RKO  May  20 

l  x-  orce,"  which  has 
just  completed  a  three-month  run 
at  the  Hollywood,  will  play  the  RKO 
metropolitan  circuit  starting  May 
20.  "The  Hard  Way,"  another  War- 
ner release,  plays  the  circuit  the 
week  of  May  6. 
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erbuying  Held  Not 
isl  Law  Violation 


tinned  from  Page  1) 

Corp.  alleging  the  latter  con- 
rted  for  many  more  pictures  than 
ould  use  in  its  Avalon  Theater  in 
er  to  prevent  the  White  Bear  The- 

rom  obtaining  sufficient  prod- 


IS 


he  previous  trial,  a  verdict  for 

defendants  was  ordered  by  Judge 
>ert  C.  Bell  after  the  plaintiff  had 
lpleted  its  case.  Ratner  then  ap- 
led  and  was  granted  a  new  trial, 
udge  Gunnar  Nordbye  and  a  jury 
rd    the    case    the    second    time. 

hner  testified   he   was   unable   to 

product    for      his    White    Bear 

•ater,  even  though  he  purchased 

entire  output  of  Paramount  and 
tial  independents.  He  claimed  the 
■n  was  too  small  to  make  second- 
is  profitable. 
Irs.    Jessie    Jensen,   president   of 

State  Company,  and  the  defense 
Diney,  Stanley  Donnelly,  made 
ch  of  this  statement,  holding  that 
a  second-run  was  unprofitable  it 
3  proof  conclusive  that  the  town 
5  too  small  to  make  operation  of 
>  theaters  profitable. 
The  plaintiff  company  entered  the 
:1  in  White  Bear  with  full  inten- 
i  of  driving  these  defendants  out 
business,"  Donnelly  told  the  jury 
closing  arguments.  "Mrs.  Jensen 
I  purchased  the  output  of  at  least 

of  the  major  producing  companies 

many  yeai's,  even  though  she  did 
always  use  all  of  the  pictures, 
ny  were  unfit  for  showing  in  her 
ater  for  various  reasons,  chiefly 
ause  they  were  not  up  to  the 
ndard  she  tried  to  maintain. 
:The  plaintiff  secured  Paramount 
tures,  and  one  season  the  product 
Universal  and  RKO  was  open  to 
i  but  he  did  not  buy  the  pictures 
the  latter  two  firms. 
'The  practice  of  an  exhibitor  con- 
cting  for  more  pictures  than  he 
l  use  is  a  common  one  in  this  busi- 
;s  and  surely  does  not  indicate  any 
lation  of  inter-state  commerce  or 
:i-trust  laws." 
The  jury  was  out  overnight  before 

verdict  was  returned,  the  verdict 
ng  in  favor  of  the  defendant  com- 
ny  and  its  officers. 


ar  Bond  Rally  Nets  $175,000 

War  Bond  rally  last  night  at  the 
^oli  by  the  theater's  managing  di- 
rtor,  Montague  Salmon,  netted 
75,000  in  sales,  the  largest  amount 
t  disposed  of  at  the  Rivoli's  month- 
Bond  rallies.  Ben  Grauer  was 
ister  of  ceremonies  and  was  aided 
65  AWVS  women  and  six  Mer- 
ant  Marines  from  Hoffman's 
and. 


tzgibbons   Re-purchases   Roxy 

Armstrong,  la.  —  D.  A.  Fitzgib- 
ns  has  re-purchased  the  Roxy  The- 
♦-t  from  C.  Waller. 


Reviews  of  short  subjects 


"Jungle  Drums" 

(Superman    Cartoon) 

Paramount  8  Mins. 

Imagination   Taxation 

Here's  the  latest  of  the  Techni- 
color-hued  Superman  epics,  with  the 
mighty  man  hurtling  down  from  a 
plane  to  rescue  the  captive  Lois, — 
prisoner  of  a  Nazi,  jungle-based 
band  of  agents  and  wild  natives  who 
are  plotting  to  destroy  an  American 
convoy.  As  Lois  is  being  tortured 
by  fi:e  before  a  weird,  gigantic  pil- 
lar, the  saving  hero,  in  tights  and 
cape  snatches  her  from  death,  makes 
short  shrift  of  her  tormentors,  and 
saves   Uncle    Sam's   ships   from   de- 


"Hop  and  Go" 

(Looney  Tune) 

Warner  7  Mins. 

Amusing 

The  laughs  in  this  Leon  Schles- 
inger  cartoon  revolve  around  the 
efforts  of  a  goofy  kangaroo  to  prove 
his  prowess  as  world's  hopping  cham- 
pion. He  is  teased  into  activity  by 
two  doubting  Scottish  rabbits.  The 
labbits'  attempts  to  discredit  him 
drives  the  kangaroo  to  put  every- 
thing into  a  leap  to  end  all  leaps. 
The  kangaroo  winds  up  badly  bat- 
tered. 


struction.    It's  all  wild,  woolly,  and, 
in  two  words,  in  credible! 


Celebs.  To  Attend  Jap 
Submarine  Rallies 


Support  of  stars  of  stage,  screen 
and  radio  has  been  enlisted  for 
Bond  rallies  tied  in  with  showings 
of  the  Jap  suicide  submarine,  spon- 
sored by  the  WAC,  in  Manhattan, 
Brooklyn,  Bronx  and  Westchester, 
starting  Saturday.  Al  Rosen,  chair- 
man of  the  mid-town  theaters,  re- 
ports that  Harry  James,  Jan  Savitt, 
Fats  Waller,  Howard  &  Shelton, 
Ethel  Waters,  Jimmy  Dorsey,  Ar- 
thur  Tracy,    and    others   will   help. 

A  change  in  itinerary,  neecessi- 
tated  by  traffic  difficulties  and  nar- 
row streets,  has  added  another  day 
to  the  Times  Square  appearance  of 
the  sub.  It  now  remains  there 
through  Monday. 


Hold  Mo.  Blackouts  Until 
Legislature  Passes  Bill 

Jefferson  City — Surprise  blackout 
drills  in  Missouri  are  out  until  the 
State  legislature,  now  in  session, 
enacts  the  proposed  civilian  defense 
bill.  While  some  Missouri  cities 
have  local  ordinances  providing  for 
blackouts,  OCD  authorities  state 
they  will  not  order  a  drill  until  a 
proper  OCD  bill  is  passed  by  the 
Legislature. 


Missouri  Divorce  Bill 
Not  Expected  to  Pass 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.  —  House  bill 
that  would  bar  divorced  actors  and 
actresses  from  local  screens  has  no 
changes  of  passage,  insiders  believe. 
Measure  is  viewed  as  just  another 
nuisance    bill. 


M  of  D  Collections 
Pass  $1,120,000  Mark 


[Continued  from  Page  1) 
reached  a  total  in  excess  of  $1,120,- 
000,  according  to  latest  figures  re- 
ported by  Nicholas  M  Schenck, 
chairman  of  the  movie  industry  com- 
mittee. 

In  this  figure  are  not  included  to- 
tals from  Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Okla- 
homa, New  York,  California,  New 
Jersey,  Arizona  and  Maryland, 
which  states  have  not  yet  reported. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  final  total 
will  far  exceed  the  1942  collec- 
tions of  $1,450,000,  and  may  come 
close  to  $2,000,000.  Half  of  all  lo- 
cal collections  remain  in  the  com- 
munities contributing;  the  other  half 
goes  to  the  National  Infantile  Para- 
lysis Foundation,  with  headquarters 
in  New  York  City. 


Lou  Walters  to  Produce 
Two  Musicals  for  Mono. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Lou  Walters,  night 
club  impresario,  has  been  signed  by 
Monogram  to  produce  two  musical 
spectacles  embodying  his  own  ideas 
of  glittering,  opulent  entertainment. 
The  first  will  be  "Latin  Quarter," 
which  is  the  name  borne  by  three 
Walters  Night  Clubs  now  in  opera- 
tion in  Boston,  Miami  and  New  York. 

Walters  will  bring  his  own  staff 
to  Hollywood,  including  his  direct- 
ress of  production,  Mme.  Natalie 
Kamerova,  who  formerly  staged 
"Folies  Bergere"  in  Paris. 


"Mission  To  Moscow" 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

Alec  Campbell,  Mike  Mazurki,  Nicco  Romoff,  Noel  Cravat,  Tom  Tully,  Lionel  Royce, 
Emile  Rameau,  Eugene  Borden,  Feodor  Chaliapin,  John  Maxwell,  Jacqueline  Dalya,  Herbert 
Ashley,  Oliver  Prickett,  Monte  Blue,  Frank  Penny,  Ernie  Adams,  Eddie  Kane,  Eddie  Cobb, 
Howard  Mitchell,  Frank  Wayne,  Jack  Kenny,  Ben  Erway,  Mauritz  Hugo,  Gene  Gary,  Frank 
Jacquet,  Fred  Essler,  John  Wenglaf,  Robert  Shayne,  Michel  Panaieff,  Lily  Norwood, 
Sid  Charisse.  .< 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Buckner;  Director,  Michael  Curtiz;  Screenplay,  Howard 
Koch;  Book,  Joseph  E.  Davies;  Art  Director,  Carl  Jules  Weyl;  Montages,  Don  Siegel, 
James  Leicester;  Technical  Adviser,  Jay  Leyda;  Dance  Numbers,  Leroy  Prinz;  Cameraman, 
Bert  Glennon;  Film  Editor,  Owen  Marks. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fine. 
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TEN  CENTS 


ARAMOUNT  1942  NET  UP  TO  $13,125,436 

4-G-M  To  Build  First -Run  Theater  in  Cuba 


•st-Run  Combination 
lits  As  Result  of 
/man's  Announcement 

[avana     (By    Air    Mail)— M-G-M 
US  to  build  a  theater  in  this  cap- 
just  as  soon  as  materials  can  be 
ired,   Harry  Bryman,   local  man- 
r,    has    notified    all    newspapers, 
the    meantime,    M-G-M    product 
I  be  released  to  all  available  the- 
vs.     Decision  came  after  Bryman 
Ernesto  P.   Smith,  who   headed 
recently    combined    Smith    and 
carce  circuits  controlling  all  Ha- 
a  first-runs,  failed  to  get  together 
terms, 
mmediate  result  of  the  announce- 

(Continued  on   Page  3) 


IA  Scope  Broadened 
i  Flight  of  Rommel 

The  Allied  military  "squeeze  play" 
North  Africa,  forcing  Rommel  to 
reat  to  the  sea,  will  facilitate  the 
iiinistration  of  relief  to  many  of 
300,000    needy    Jews    in    North 

{Continued  on-  Page   8) 

een  Going  Over  CIAA 
Im  Program  at  Capitol 

skington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Vashington — Although  he  will  be 
Washington  for  only  a  month  or 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


"Moscow"  Expected  to 
Be  Late  May  Release 

"Mission  to  Moscow,"  given  its 
official  world  premiere  yesterday  at 
the  Hollywood  after  press  previews 
Wednesday  in  Washington  and  New 
York,  is  expected  to  be  a  late  May 
release  for  Warners.  Company  other- 
wise may  have  no  release  for  the 
month.  For  June,  Warners  is  ex- 
pected to  send  out  "Action  in  the 
North  Atlantic"  and  perhaps  one  of 
its  action   pix. 

Warners  last  night  said  "Moscow" 
had  set  a  new  opening  day  mark  at 
the  Hollywood,  with  estimated  at- 
tendance of  nearly  11,000.  There 
were  standees  from    11    a.m.   on. 


War  Plants  tit  Mass.  Using  Films  Between 

Shifts  and  at  Lunch  Periods  for  Morale 

Springfield,  Mass. — War  plants  in  this  city,  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  the 
motion  picture  as  entertainment,  morale  building  and  instruction  are  making 
full  use  of  them. 

At  the  American  Bosch  plant  here,  special  programs  of  movies  are  offered 
in  the  cafeteria  before  and  after  shift  changes.  It  was  found  that  hundreds  of 
workers  are  glad  to  arrive  an  hour  or  so  early  in  order  to  see  a  motion 
picture  before  starting  work.  Bosch  also  uses  the  films  for  training  in  spe- 
cial jobs. 

Movies  are  being  shown  every  other  day  in  the  auditorium  of  the  East 
Springfield  plant  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Co.  plant 
during  the  lunch  periods  which  are  45  minutes  in  length.  The  turnout  for 
them  has  been  large  thus  far. 


OPA  Discriminates, 
New  England  Charge 


Boston— That  the  OPA  is  "dis- 
criminating" against  New  England 
in  its  drastic  orders  regarding  the 
banning  of  gasoline  for  trips  to  and 
from  vacation  spots,  motion  picture 
theaters  and  Summer  homes,  was 
the  open  charge  made  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  New  England  Hotel  Men's 
Association  here  this  week.    Film  in- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


Harry  Brandt  Again  Prexy 
As  ITOA  Nominates,  Elects 


Harry  Brandt  was  re-elected  pres- 
ident of  the  ITOA  at  yesterday's 
semi-monthly  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  at  which  the  Edison,  Sutton 
and  Belle  theaters  were  admitted  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Local  306,  Empire 
Vote  for  a  Merger 


The  long-sought  merger  between 
Local  306,  IATSE,  and  the  unaffil- 
iated Empire  State  Motion  Picture 
Operators  Union  was  closer  to  reali- 
zation yesterday  with  the  disclosure 
that  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
both  unions  had  voted  to  join  forces 
in  an  endeavor  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  projectionists   in  this 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Navy  Stepping  Up  News 
Films  from  Pacific  Area 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  stepping  up  of 
Navy  sequences  from  the  Pacific 
area  is  in  the  offing,  with  at  least 
half   a   dozen   combat   photographic 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Canadian  B.O.  Up  7%  in  '42 

$45,000,000  in  Receipts  Forecast  for  Year 


"Wings  Up,"  AAFs  Gable 
Short,  to  Exhibs.  May  27 

With  Metro  handling  physical  dis- 
tribution for  the  WAC,  the  Army 
Air  Forces  two-reeler,  "Wings  Up," 
for  which  Capt.  Clark  Gable  did  the 
commentary,  will  be  released  to  the- 
aters about  May  27,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.       OWT's    motion    picture 

(Continued  on   Page  3) 


Canadian  box-office  receipts  in 
1942  jumped  seven  per  cent  to  $45,- 
000,000,  it  is  estimated  by  The  Film 
Daily  Year  Book,  published  last 
week.  While  official  figures  have 
not  been  compiled,  the  estimate  is 
based  on  a  competent  Canadian 
source  which  believes  that  the  in- 
crease was  at  least  seven  per  cent. 

Official  receipts  for  1941  were 
$43,182,000,  for  1940,  $37,858,955  and 
1939,  $34,010,115. 


$3,919,394  Ahead  of  1941; 
Affiliates  Undistributed 
Earnings  Are  $1,506,214 


Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.  net 
profit  for  1942  was  $13,125,436,  af- 
ter charges  for  interest,  taxes,  de- 
preciation and  $3,000,000  additional 
reserve  for  contingencies,  according 
to  the  annual  report  issued  yester- 
day by  Barney  Balaban,  president. 
This  is  a  gain  of  $3,919,394  over 
1941's    $9,206,042   net. 

Company's  interest  in  combined 
undistributed  net  earnings  of  par- 
tially owned  affiliates  amounted  to 
$1,506,214  in  1942  compared  with 
$1,045,000  in  1941. 

Combined  consolidated  earnings 
and  share  of  undistributed  earnings 
of    partially    owned    companies    for 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Casanave  Forms  New 
Distribution  Firm 


Formation  of  Casanave-Artlee 
Pictures,  Inc.,  with  Charles  L.  Casa- 
nave as  president  and  general  man- 
ager and  Edward  P.  Casanave  as 
vice-president  and  secretary  was  an-' 
nounced  yesterday. 

Simultaneously  it  was  disclosed 
that    the    new    company    has    closed 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Blumenstock  Calls  Field 
Reps,  for  5-Day  Confab 


Mort  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of 
Warners  advertising  and  publicity 
in  the  East,  will  conduct  a  five-day 
meeting  of  all  field  reps,  next  week 
at  the  home  office. 

Charles  Einfeld,  the  company's  di- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Lab.  Resumes  After 
No  Stoch  2  Weeks 

Buffalo — Forced  to  suspend  opera- 
tions for  two  weeks  because  of  a 
shortage  of  stock,  Greyhound  Film 
Laboratories,  which  makes  trailers 
for  many  local  and  nearby  theaters,  / 
has  resumed. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Thursday,  April  29) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seal- 16%     16%     16%  +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)  16%     16%     16%+     Vi 

Columbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    14%     133,4     14%   +     Vi 

East    Kodak     162%  161 3A  162l/4  +   1% 

do    pfd 183       183       183         

Gen.    Prec.   Eq 20%     20%     20%   +     % 

Loew's,    Inc 54%     53V2     53%—     % 

Paramount    24%     23%     243,4+     7/8 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

RKO    7%       7%       7%  +     % 

RKO     $6     pfd 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    19%     19%     19%   +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    iPict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 13%     12%     13V8   +     Vi 

do     pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Para.    B'way    3s55    

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.104%  104V2  104%   +     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

1023/4  10234  1023/4  _     l/4 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram     Picts.     .  .     2  2  2         

Radio-Keith    cvs.    ...      1%       1%       1%—     % 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor    103,4     10%     103,4  -f     % 

Trans-Lux     23,4       23,4       2%     

Universal  Corp.  vtc...    17%     17         17i/2   +     7/a 
Universal    Picts 


Joan  Harrison  a  "U"  Producer 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Joan  Harrison,  who 
■was  a  scenarist  for  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock and  M-G-M,  has  been  made  an 
associate  producer  for  Universal. 
Her  initial  assignment  will  be  "Phan- 
tom Lady" 


Jim  Moneyhun  Hospitalized 

James  F.  Moneyhun,  former  ad- 
vertising manager  of  20th-Fox  and 
last  year  a  member  of  the  Indian- 
apolis branch  sales  force,  is  a  pa- 
tient in  the  Robert  Long  Hospital, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


"Bombardier"  Premiere 
Will  Involve  25  Cities 


RKO  Radio's  "Bombardier"  will 
be  given  a  three-day  world  premiere 
in  the  southwest  on  May  20-22, 
which  will  involve  more  than  25 
cities  and  the  Army  Air  Force  at 
Kirtland  Field,  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 
Elaborate  opening  program  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  Texas  Quality 
Network  and  will  include  limited 
p.a.'s  by  Pat  O'Brien,  Randolph 
Scott,  and  Anne  Shirley,  stars  of 
the  pic.  and  attendance  by  producer 
Robert  Fellows,  and  company  ex- 
ecutives Ned  E.  Depinet,  Charles 
Koerner,  Robert  Mochrie,  S.  Barret 
McCormick,  and  Perry  Lieber. 

Spearhead  of  the  unusual  pre- 
miere on  May  19  will  be  Albuquer- 
que and  Kirtland  Field  where  much 
of  the  pic.  was  filmed.  Party  will 
proceed  by  Army  bomber  to  San  An- 
tonio on  May  20  and  move  on  to 
Dallas  on  May  21  and  to  Fort  Worth 
on  May  22.  The  stars  will  leave 
the  next  day  for  Hollywood  where 
they  have  commitments  to  report 
not  later  than  May  25. 


Springfield  May  Lift 
Scarlet  Fever  Ban  May  10 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  Encouraging 
news  came  yesterday  to  theatermen 
here,  whose  houses  have  been  barred 
to  kids  under  16  since  February  as 
a  result  of  a  scarlet  fever  epidemic 
that  has  swept  this  city  since  Sep- 
tember was  recorded  here  this  week. 

Public  health  officials,  after  care- 
ful analysis  of  the  records,  ordered 
the  ban  on  all  outdoor  activities  re- 
moved but  continued  the  ban  on  in- 
door activities.  If,  they  said,  the 
decline  continues  they  expect  to  be 
able  to  drop  the  ban  on  theaters 
by  May  10. 


David  Davis  Funeral 
Rites  to  Be  Held  Today 

Funeral  services  for  David  Davis, 
65,  for  10  years  a  partner  in  Gold- 
baum  &  Davis  Theaters,  will  be  held 
at  12:30  today  at  Gutterman's  Fun- 
eral Chapel,  2239  Church  Ave., 
Brooklyn.  He  had  been  in  retire- 
ment for  several  years  before  his 
death  Wednesday.  Survivors  in- 
clude his  wife,  Ethel;  four  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  Molly  Schulman,  Mrs. 
Florence  Kurent,  Rose  and  Marion, 
and  a  son,  Harold. 


"Trial  of  Adolph  Hitler" 
To  be  Filmed  by  Krellberg 

"Trial  of  Adolph  Hitler,"  an  orig- 
inal story  by  Michael  Young,  has 
been  sold  through  the  Eleanor  King 
agency  to  Sherman  S.  Krellberg  of 
Goodwill  Pictures.  Fritz  Lang  will 
direct  a  film  version,  slated  to  be 
rushed  into  production  May  15  at 
the  General  Service  Studios  on  the 
Coast.  Purchase  price  of  the  story 
was  said  to  be  $10,000. 


Charge  Theater  Men  With 
Violating  Order  of  WPB 

Newark,  N.  J. — Frank  V.  Merritt 
and  Newman  H.  Waters,  both  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  owner  and  lessee, 
respectively,  of  the  local  Mosque 
Theater,  have  pleaded  not  guilty  be- 
fore Federal  Judge  Meany  here,  to 
a  joint  criminal  information  charg- 
ing them  with  violating  a  WPB 
order.  Paroled  until  May  18  in  the 
custody  of  counsel,  they  were  ad- 
vised that  any  motions  contemplated 
must  be  made  before  that  date. 

The  criminal  information  charge 
filed  a  week  ago  by  the  Department 
of  Justice  Anti-Trust  Division  and 
the  United  States  office,  charges 
Merritt  and  Waters  with  violating 
the  WPB  order  in  the  construction 
of  the  Terrace  Room  night  club  re- 
cently opened  in  the  Mosque  Theater 
under  management  of  Frank  Dailey. 
Under  the  ruling,  construction  work 
cost  on  any  project  designed  for  pub- 
lic amusement  and  entertainment  or 
recreation,  is  limited  to  $200.  WPB 
spokesmen  say  the  work  on  the  Ter- 
race Room  night  club  cost  upwards 
of  $4,000. 


CORING  and  GOIRG 


Court  Ousts  Heim  Suit 
Claiming  Song  Piracy 

Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  Uni- 
versal Music  Corp.,  Aldo  Franchetti 
and  Robbins  Music  Corp.  won  a  dis- 
missal yesterday  of  a  copyright  in- 
fringement action  brought  by  Emery 
Heim,  who  charged  that  his  song, 
"Ma,  Este  Meg  Boldog  Vagyok,"  was 
pirated  bv  Franchetti  in  composing 
"Perhaps,"  which  was  used  in  the 
film  "Nice  Girl." 

Federal  Judge  James  Alger  Fee 
ruled  that  the  plaintiff's  case  was 
contradictory  and  untrustworthy  and 
showed  that  Heim  never  had  con- 
tact with  Franchetti,  who  asserted 
that  the  music  for  "Perhaps"  was 
taken  from  "Humoresaue,"  a  com- 
position long  in  the  public  domain. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 
On  Arnstein  Suit  Motion 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  who  has  been  in  Ne 
York  all  week  is  expected  to  return  to  tl 
studio   at    the  week-end. 

COLONEL    JASON    JOY,    public    relations    re  j 
of    20th     Century-Fox     Studio,     returns    to     tl  | 
Coast    this    week-end    after    two    weeks    in 
East. 

LOU    IRWIN   of   the  20th    Century-Fox 
casting  department  is   in   New  York. 

FRANCIS    L.    HARLEY,    managing   director   f! 
20th-Fox   in  Creat  Britain,  has  arrived  safely 
London. 

OTTO    BOLLE,   20th-Fox   South   African   maii 
ager,     is    awaiting    transportation    to    return 
I  his    post    after    two    months    here. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  Coast  division  sales  mai 
[  ager  for  20th-Fox,  arrives  in  New  York  tli 
j  morning  for   conferences. 

HARPO  MARX  and  LOU  HOLTZ  open  a  to 
:  of  service  posts  in  the  San  Diego  area  on  May 

NED  E.  DEPINET,  BOB  MOCHRIE,  BARRI 
j  McCORMICK  and  NAT  LEVY  leave  New  York  « 
;  Wednesday  for  Cincinnati  to  attend  that  eit) 

central    unit    of    the    multi-world    premieres 
,  "This  Land   Is   Mine." 

I      CHARLS  FRANCIS  COE  returns  the  first  of  tL 
week  to  his  MPPDA  headquarters  from  Atlant 

|      HARRY   MICHALSON,   of   RKO   Radio's  shoi 

department,   gets  back   to   his  home  office  de 
!  this    morning,    following   a    brief   visit    to    Phil 

dclphia. 
!      WILLIAM     McSHEA,     assistant     manager 
:  branch    operations    for    RKO    Radio    returns 

New   York   next  week   from   the   Mid-West. 
HELEN   FERGUSON,   Hollywood  publicist,   is 

town   and  stopping  at   Essex  House. 

JACOB    WILK,    Warners'    Eastern    story    chii 

has   returned  from  Washington,  where  he  look 

over    the    new    John    Golden    stage    productic 

"Home  Front." 

MARK    HELLINGER,    Warner    producer,    lea* 

today  for  the  Coast  following  a   two-week  vi 

in  New  York. 

MILES  WHITE,   designer,   leaves  tomorrow  I 

Hollywood,  where  he   is  scheduled  to  start  wt 

immediately   for  Samuel   Goldwyn  on   the   Dan 

Kaye  Technicolor  film,  "Up  In  Arms." 

BEN     KALMENSON,     Warners'     general     sa 

manager,  and  ROY  HAINES,  Southern  and  We; 

em    division    sales    manager,    returned    yesferd 

from   tours  of  exchange  centers   in  the   Midwi 

and  South. 
CHARLES    EINFBLD    returned    to    New    Y< 

from  Washington  yesterday, 
i      H.  M.  RICHEY  is  back  from  Washington. 
j      JOHN    LeROY    JOHNSTON    is    due    from    i' 

Coast  today  by  plane. 
|      GEORGE    DEMBOW  and    WILLIAM   SUSSM, 

are  in  Los  Angeles  for  a  National  Screen  Serv 

regional,   opening   today. 
1      NATE  SPINGOLD  is  on  the  Coast. 


Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  re- 
served decision  yesterday  on  a  mo- 
tion for  dismissal  of  the  copyright 
infringement  action  brought  bv  Ira 
B.  Arnstein.  composer  of  "Kalama- 
zoo," who  alleges  that  the  song  was 
pirated  by  Harry  Warren  and  Mack 
Gordon  in  the  song  "I  Got  a  Gal  in 
Kalamazoo."  Arnstein  named  20th- 
Fox  and  Bregman,  Vocco  and  Conn, 
music  publishers,  as  co-defendants. 
He  charges  that  20th-Fox  used  the 
allegedly  pirated  song  in  the  film 
"Orchestra  Wives."  The  music  firm 
is  cited  as  publishers  of  the  tune. 
Arnstein  seeks  an  injunction  and  an 
accounting. 


Smith  Circuit  in  Cuba 
Gets  Campoamor  as  12th 


Havana  (Bv  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — Ernesto  P.  Smith,  presi- 
dent of  the  Smith  Circuit,  has  leased 
the  Campoamor  Theater  here,  giv- 
ing the  chain  a  total  of  12. 


APRIL  30 
Joe  Yule 
MAY   1 

Rose    Hobart  Lee     Loeb 

Robert     Lord  Arthur   Creenblaft 

J.    C.    Bachman  Ralph   Freed 

Arthur    Freed  Glen    Ford 

Charles  Reed  Jones 

MAY  2 

Jules  Levey  Walter   Strenge 

Brian    Aherne  Denison   Clift 

Jack    Gallagher  William    Bakewel 


ay,  April  30,  1943 
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G-M  To  Build 
i  eater  in  Cuba 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
t  was  the  splitting  up  of  the 
-run  combination  on  the  insist- 
'.  of  Antonio  Rodriguez,  owner 
iJe  America  Theater,  top  Hav- 
house,  which  has  been  having 
•ulties  since  M-G-M,  20th-Fox, 
imount  and  United  Artists  re- 
d  to  sell  product, 
le  America  has  been  exhibiting 
nd  grade  product  and  filling  out 
stage  shows  but  patrons  did 
respond,  and  Rodriguez  is  said 
ave  forced  Valcarce  to  end  the 
nee  with  Smith.  There  are  in- 
tions  that  Rodriguez  is  now  will- 
to  sign  up  for  the  M-G-M  prod- 
but  no  deal  has  been  closed. 


menstock  Calls  Field 
ps.  for  5-Day  Confab 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

or  of  advertising  and  publicity 
is  now  in  the   East,  also  will 

•ess  the  sessions,  which  will  deal 
■  cipally    with    the    handling    of 

ssion    to    Moscow,"    along    with 

r  timely  plans  in  the  line  of 
:   relations. 

mong  the  field  men  arriving  in 
York  over  the  week-end  and 
"duled    to    remain    through    the 

*  are: 

3d  Tod  and  Norman  E.  Kassel, 
':ago;   Glen  Ireton,  Toronto;   Bill 

mberg,    Cincinnati;    Phil    Engel, 

;on;  Marty  Weiser,  Los  An- 
ts; Tom  Baldridge,  Memphis; 
Walker,    Kansas    City;    Frank 

nner,  Dallas,  and  Herbert  Pick- 
(.,  Atlanta. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


:  WEISS,  assistant  manager,  Studio  Theater, 

Philadelphia. 

TEWART     SILVER,     night     manager,     News 

Theater,    Philadelphia. 
•     KANE,   manager,   Keith's   Philadelphia. 
'/HR   B.   STRAUSE,   student   manager,    Diamond 
1  'Theater,   Philadelphia. 

f»<   CIRASCIO,    manager,    Plaza,    Philadelphia. 
4I  ?Y    HELLER,    manager,    Grand,    Wilmington, 
UtDel. 
^'PH   FELDHUN,   manager,   Levoy  and   Peoples, 

Millville,   N.  J. 

ES  RICCI,   manager,   Virginia,   Atlantic   City, 

N.  J. 

£RT  SUITS,  manager,  Strand,   Pottstown,   Pa. 

A    RECK,    manager,    Hippodrome,    Pottstown, 

Pa. 

•IK     CARR,     assistant     manager,     Paramount 

Theater,  New  Haven. 

iRLES     PAINE,     contract     department,     RKO 

home  office. 
WELTY,    manager,     Pickwick,     Greenwich, 

Conn. 

rfl*:.    HOLLAND,    manager,    Shea's    North    Park, 
Buffalo. 

FORD  CILL,  20th-Fox  exploitation  repre- 
sentative,  West  Coast. 

E  YORKE,  20th-Fox  studio  in  charge  of 
trailer  deDartment  and  Los  Angeles  first-run 
exploitation. 

-TER  HOFFMAN,  20th-Fox  exploitation 
representative,  Des  'Moines,  Minneapolis, 
Omaha. 


Harvested  At  Random: 

•  •  •  FILE  under  Hooey  with  o  capital  "H"  those  spectral  reports 
that  official  pressure  from  Washington  is  holding  up  release  of  Disney's 
"Victory  Through  Air  Power."  the  picturization  oi  Major  Seversky's  book 

Opus  isn't  even  completed Besides,  those  controling  so-called 

"pressure  valves"  haven't  as  much  as  seen  the  iilm Officialdom 

doesn't  go  sticking  the  neck  out  speculatively This  corner  hasn't 

lamped  the.  footage  either But  it  does  know  the  patriotism,  good 

taste,  and  diplomacy  of  the  producer Further,  it  has  some  dope  on 

hand    from    the    cinematic    underground This    points    decisively   to 

the  fact  that  "Victory  Through  Air  Power"  will  do  a  great  deal, — as  much 

as  any  entertaining  and  informative  film  can — ,  to  hasten  Victory 

It  will  take  on,  we  hear,  the  proportions  oi  a  crusade,  putting  air  power 
in  true  and  constructive  perspective  before  the  American  people,  and 
raise  the  latter's  knowledge  oi  the  current  war's  material  prosecution 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  WHILE  the  majority  of  Straw  Hat  Circuit  stands  around 
the  country  are  to  carry  on  bravely  this  Summer,  a  helluva  lot  won't 

Player  and  gasoline  famines  are  toughest  obstacles And  don't 

forget  that  resort  populations  ain't  gonna  be  what  they  were 

Some  of  the  cream  of  the  young  actress  crop  are  doing  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  their  bits  at  Army  camps Film  talent  scouts  know  this 

and  are  figuring  accordingly.  ...  9  Ted  Green,  now  coaching  radio 
thespians  with  noteworthy  results,  really  belongs  back  in  the  film  king- 
dom, what  with  the  increasing  need  for  such  directorial  talent  as  result 
of  wartime  drain.  ...  *  Here's  a  Cinderella  yarn  from  Harry  Foster, 
Columbia's  test  director: He  was  preparing  Doiothy  Porter,  re- 
cently chosen  Miss  Philadelphia,  for  a  test  when  she  told  him  that 
five  years  ago,  when  she  was  taking  dramatic  lessons,  her  coach   had 

her  audition  for  Harry  Cohn,  Columbia  president Colin  told  her 

that  inasmuch  as  she  was  only  13  years  old  that  she  should  come  back 

to  see  him  in  five  years Now  her  test  is  on  its  way  to  Hollywood 

and  the  same  Mister  Cohn 

TV  ▼ 

•  •      «       i  VENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


"Wings  Up,"  AAF's  Gable 
Short,  to  Exhibs.  May  27 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
division  has  accepted  the  short  from 
the  AAF  for  handling  by  the  WAC. 
Other  releases  via  the  WAC  for 
May  will  include  "Weapons  for 
War,"  6th;  "Doctors  at  War,"  13th, 
and  "What  We  Are  Fighting  For," 
20th. 


Hopalong  to  Celebrate 
Fiftieth  Anniversary 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  A  Golden  Anniver- 
sary party,  celebrating  the  50th 
Hopalong  Cassidy  Western,  will  be 
given  by  Producer  Harry  Sherman 
for  William  Boyd,  tomorrow.  "Rid- 
ers of  the  Deadline,"  a  United  Ar- 
tists release  is  number  50.  Guests 
will  include  cast,  many  of  whom 
have  worked  on  the  whole  series, 
and  the  production  crew. 


Breen  Going  Over  CIAA 
Film  Program  at  Capital 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

six  weeks  at  this  time,  Joseph  I. 
Breen,  PCA  director,  is  expected  to 
return  here  occasionally  for  addi- 
tional consultation  with  the  CIAA 
motion  picture  division.  Breen  is 
not  actually  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  has  been  loaned  by  the 
MPPDA  to  serve  in  an  advisory  ca- 
pacity. 

While  here  he  has  been  going  over 
the  entire  film  program  of  the 
agency,  sitting  in  on  policy  meet- 
ings, and  so  on.  When  he  returns 
to  the  Coast  he  will  keep  in  frequent 
touch  with  the  CIAA  office  in  Holly- 
wood, and  will  probably  come  to 
Washington  at  frequent  intervals 

Sheehan  Rep.'s  Biz  Manager 

Hollywood  —  Howard  J.  Sheehan, 
who  was  executive  vice-president  of 
Fox  West  Coast,  and  who  has  been 
an  aide  to  M.  J.  Siegel  at  Republic 
for  the  past  few  months,  has  been 
made  business  manager  at  that  stu- 
dio. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

WILLIAM  PUCHALKI,  USA,  former  assistant 
manager,  Calvin  Theater,  Northampton, 
Mass.,  posthumous  award  of  the  Order  of 
the  Purple  Heart  for  gallantry  in  action. 
He  died  on  Guadalcanal. 

SGT.  FREDERICK  CHRISTMAS,  Air  Corps, 
formerly  Grand  Theater,  Ruthland,  Vt., 
Silver  Star  for  action  off  Buna,  New  Guinea. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

COODLOE  BARRY,  acting  film  editor,  Times- 
Union,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  commissioned  a 
lieutenant    (j.    g.)    USN. 

BEN  KRESCH,  Warners  legal  department,  Phila- 
delphia, commissioned  a  2nd  lieutenant,  USA. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

2nd  LT.  SPERIE  PERAKOS,  Coast  Artillery,  man- 
ager, Strand,  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant. 

ROBERT  LEVINE,  USA,  owner,  Portsmouth  Thea- 
ter Richmond,  Va.,  promoted  to  staff 
sergeant. 

GENE  O'BRIEN,  USA,  Columbia,  New  Haven, 
promoted  to  corporal. 

CHRISTOPHER  JOYCE,  USA,  manager,  Durfee, 
Fall    River,   Mass.,   promoted  to  sergeant. 

—  •  — 


*  ARMY  * 


JOHN    HANRAHAN,    20th-Fox   sales   department. 

MAURICE  GOODMAN,  20-Fox  auditing  depart- 
ment. 

JAMES  CONTOS,  20th-Fox  publicity  department. 

WILLIAM  BRAMSWIC,  20th-Fox  international 
department. 

DAVID  KATZ,  associated  with  his  father  and 
brothers,  PRC  Atlanta  and  Charlotte  fran- 
chises. 

MARTY  BURENSTEIN,  assistant  manager,  Fays, 
Philadelphia. 

ARNOLD  SHORE,  Warner  booking  department, 
Philadelphia. 

NATE  WATKINS,  manager,  Plaza  Theater,  'Phila- 
delphia. 

GEORGE  SANTORO,  prop  department  head, 
Republic,    Hollywood. 

—  •  — 


*  NAVY  * 


NORTON  J.  WOLF,  son  of  Maurice  Wolf,  M-G-M 
district  manager,  Boston. 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

VINCENT     ESPISiTO,     National     Screen     Service, 
New  Haven. 


Harris-O'Donnell  Party 
In  Buffalo  on  May  24 

Buffalo  —  Chief  Barker  Stanley 
Kozanowski  of  Buffalo  Tent  No.  7 
will  appoint  a  committee  Monday 
night  to  arrange  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing of  all  exhibitors  and  distribu- 
tors in  Hotel  Statler  Monday,  May 
24,  at  which  Big  Boss  John  Harris 
and  Chief  Barker  Robert  O'Donnell 
of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America 
will  be  guests  of  honor. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


MARGARET     STANT,     assistant    booker,     United 

Artists,  Washington. 
MRS.   GERTRUDE  EPSTEIN,  PRC,  Washington. 

RHODE  ABRAMS,   M-C-M,  Washington. 

MRS.    HEPTHA   MILLS,   contract   clerk,    M-G-M, 

Washington. 
RUTH  WALSH,  receptionist,  Columbia,  Boston. 
FLORA  COHN,  office  manager,  RKO,  New  Haven. 
MABEL  DWYER,  cashier,   RKO,  New  Haven. 
MRS.    F.    PAUL,    manager,    Marvel   Theater,   Car- 

linville,  III. 
MRS.     DOUGLAS     L1GHTNER,     manager,     Davis 

Theater,  Higginsville,  Mo. 


Rats  as  „_*,»_ 

..»»rv  to  country  — 
country  v  _  «  i 

ves  even  to  the  U.  S.  *■■ 
Wll  see  THAT  when 
V0°„;  screen  unfolds  the 
sllockstoryoftheyear... 
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Take  It  From 


Here's  your  set-up  for  a 
oxoff ice  cleanup  . . . 

b  SMASH  PICTURE! 
2.  TERRIFIC  TITLE! 
3.  SOCK  CAMPAIGN! 

Read  the  reviews,  then 
alee  a  look  at  these  ads  .  . .. 
md  you'll  book  "Gestapo" 
•hile  it's  red  hot! 


"The   scene   is   the   U.S.,   the 
time  is  now  .  .  .  it's  not  like 


SHOCK  STORY  I  any  other  anti-Nazi  picture 
Xj    '  HE  YEAR!  I  an<*  ■*'■  ?ot  more  power  than 


mm 


YE  BATHED  IN 

100D! 

It  it  straight . . .  from  a 
I  hting  Yank  who  out- 
I  ted  Hitler's  henchmen 

l»r  here  to  tell  the  most 
ve-paralyzing  story  o 

r  time! 


|a    r    r    ■    n    ( 

DEAN 


JAGG 
CARRA 

mary  BRI 

BILL  H 

SIDN 

BLAC 

IAN 


most  of  them.  An  achieve- 
ment." 

...Motion  Picture  Daily 

"Unfolds  excitingly  and  with 
class.  Monogram  has  a  winner 
which  may  be  strongly  ex- 
ploited. Will  undoubtedly  fare 
well  at  boxoffice." 

...Daily  Variety 

"Provocative  title  and  tricky 
original  story  that  keeps  the 
spectators  absorbed  con- 
stantly." 

...LA.  Daily  News 

"Splendid   entertainment,   ex- 
pert direction,  fine  acting." 
. . .  Hollywood  Reporter 

"Far  off  the  beaten  path  and 
powerful.  Fascinating  ...  a 
challenge  to  imitators." 

. . .  Motion  Picture  Herald 

"Registers  in  suspense  and 
melodramatic  excitement.  Jag- 
ger  is  a  strong  force  for  the 
film's  appeal." 

. . .  Los  Angeles  Times 

"Substantially  mounted,  com- 
petently directed  and  the  cast 
is  well  above  average.  Story 
has  refreshingly  original 
angles." 

...Box  Office 


™3fe 


Friday,  April  30, 


1943 


Casanave  Forms  New 
Distribution  Firm 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  deal  with  Artlee  Corp.  for  Amer- 
ican rights  to  a  number  of  features 
and  foreign  rights  to  part  of  the 
group.  Titles  involved  will  he  an- 
nounced soon.  Certain  Artlee  Corp. 
assets  which  do  not  require  active 
exploitation  remain  the  property  of 
that  company,  now  headed  by  Oscar 
E.  Hanson,  president  of  Pioneer 
Films,  Ltd.,  of  Toronto.  Hanson 
succeeds  the  late  Arthur  Lee. 

Plans  for  the  new  Casanave-Art- 
lee  Pictures,  Inc.,  are  broadly  inclu- 
sive of  many  phases  of  the  amuse- 
ment business,  and  may  eventually 
lead  to  production  and  distribution 
of  motion  pictures  in  this  country, 
and  abroad.  The  new  company, 
which  will  also  deal  in  16  mm.  film, 
will  occupy  the  present  offices  of  the 
Artlee  Corp.,  at  1600  Broadway.  All 
of  the  Artlee  personnel  will  be  re- 
tained, and  the  staff  will  be  in- 
creased, it  was  said. 

The  transfer  and  sale  of  the  Art- 
lee properties  to  Casanave  was  han- 
dled by  Hanson  and  H.  William 
Fitelson  on  the  legal  end.  Sam 
Spring  and  Charles  J.  Seidler  rep- 
resented Casanave. 

Casanave,  since  leaving  National, 
has  been  operating  the  Luron  Co. 
of  America,  which  has  the  world 
commercial  rights  to  Luron-Neon 
effect  advertising.  He  plans  to  con- 
tinue the  manufacture  and  distribu- 
tion of  Luron  as  part  of  his  newly 
acquired  interests. 

Harry  Brandt  Again  Prexy 
As  ITOA  Nominates,  Elects 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

membership.  Agenda  otherwise  was 
given  over  to  a  discussion  of  trade 
problems,  with  definite  action  de- 
ferred. 

Nominated  and  elected  with 
Brandt  were: 

First  Vice-president,  David  Wein- 
stock;  2nd  Vice-president,  Stanley 
Lawton;  Treasurer,  Leon  Rosen- 
blatt; Secretary,  Abraham  Leff; 
Sgt.-at-Army;  John  Bolte;  Directors, 
Isadore  Gottlieb,  Hyman  Rachmil, 
Abraham  Shenk,  A.  H.  Eisenstadt, 
J.  Joshua  Goldberg,  Gilbert  Joseph- 
son,  Charles  Steiner,  Jack  Hattem, 
Rudolph  Sanders,  Emanuel  Hertzig, 
Samuel  Freedman,  Leo  Brecher, 
Samuel  Seelen,  Ray  Rhonheimer,  A. 
D.  Erickson,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Irving 
Renner. 

Committees  were  appointed  as 
follows  for  the  year: 

Finance,  Abr.  Shenk,  J.  Hattem, 
G.  Josephson;  Auditing,  H.  Rach- 
mil, R.  Rhonheimer;  Membership, 
J.  J.  Goldberg,  S.  Seelen;  Grievance, 
D.  Weinstock,  S.  Rhonheimer,  I. 
Renner  and  S.  Lawton. 


Para.  Net  Up  to  $13,125/436 

$3,919,394  Gain;  Stockholders  Meet  June  15 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 


the  year  aggregated  $14,631,650. 
The  comparative  figure  for  1941 
was   $10,251,242. 

(In  early  March,  company  esti- 
mated its  net  earnings  for  1942  at 
$14,525,000,  after  all  charges.  This 
figure  included  an  estimated  $1,200,- 
000  as  Paramount's  share  in  the  un- 
distributed earnings  of  partially 
owned  subsidiaries  and  $450,000  of 
non-recurring  income). 

Common  Earned  $4.74  Per  Share 

Common  stock  earnings  per  share 
for  1942,  on  the  basis  of  combined 
consolidated  earnings  and  share  of 
undistributed  earnings  of  partially 
owned  affiliates  was  $4.74  as  com- 
pared with  $3.41  for  1941. 

The  company  included  in  the  con- 
solidated financial  statements  only 
those  subsidiary  companies  which 
have  operations  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  and  in  England,  Austra- 
lia, New  Zealand  and  India.  Income 
from  all  other  foreign  sources  is 
included  only  to  the  extent  that  dol- 
lars have  been  received. 

$25,539,300   Cash   on   Hand 

Consolidated  balance  sheet  shows 
that  cash  on  Jan.  2,  1943  amounted 
to  $25,539,300.  Of  this  amount  $3,- 
360,596  represented  balances  in  for- 
eign companies  other  than  Canada 
a3  follows:  Great  Britain,  $2,928,- 
630;  Australia,  $362,000  and  other 
foreign  countries,  principally  South 
America,  $69,966.  Total  current 
assets  were  $57,836,953  and  current 


liabilities   $17,219,018  leaving   a  net 
working  capital   of  $40,617,935. 

During  the  year  dividends  were  paid  ag- 
gregating $3,811,198  representing  dividends 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  on  the  first  pre- 
ferred, six  per  cent  on  the  second  preferred 
to  date  of  redemption  on  Feb.  3,  1942,  and 
$1.05  per  share  on  the  common.  The  reg- 
ular quarterly  dividend  of  $1.50  per  share 
on  the  first  preferred  and  $.30  per  share  on 
the  common  were  paid  on  April  1,  1943. 
Convert  95  Per  Cent  of  Called  Shares 

On  Jan.  2,  1943  there  were  outstanding 
121,451  shares  of  the  company's  first  pre- 
ferred, par  value  $100  per  share.  On  Jan. 
22,  1943,  59,222  of  these  shares  were  called 
for  redemption  on  April  1,  and  on  March 
9,  all  remaining  shares  which  had  not  been 
converted  into  common  stock  were  called 
for  redemption  on  May  10.  About  95  per 
cent  of  the  shares  so  called  have  been  con- 
verted into  common  stock  at  the  rate  of 
seven  shares  of  common  for  each  share  of 
first  preferred.  After  the  redemption  has 
been  completed  the  company's  outstanding 
capital  stock  will  consist  entirely  of  common 
stock. 

At  the  same  meeting  at  which  the  board 
approved  the  annual  report,  it  also  au- 
thorized the  delivery  to  the  Manufacturers 
Trust  Company,  trustee  under  the  indenture 
covering  the  company's  four  per  cent  deben- 
tures due  1956,  of  $4,909,000,  principal 
amount  of  these  debentures  previously  ac- 
quired for  cash  and  held  in  the  treasury. 
Of  this  amount  $2,064,000  covers  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sinking  fund  obligation  due  May 
15.  1943  and  the  balance  of  $2,845,000  is 
being  delivered  to  the  trustee  in  anticipa- 
tion of  future  sinking  fund  obligations.  There- 
after there  will  be  outstanding  $19,634,700 
principal  amount  of  the  company's  four  per 
cent  debentures  as  compared  with  the  orig- 
inal   $24,543,700. 

Annual  Meeting  on  June   15 

In  his  report  to  the  stockholders,  Bala- 
ban  noted  that  more  than  5,000  men  and 
women  from  Paramount  and  its  subsidiaries 
and   affiliates   are   in   the   armed   services. 

Annual  meeting  of  stockholders  was  set 
for  June  15  with  proxy  statements  and  a 
form  of  proxy  to  be  sent  to  stockholders 
about   May   12. 


Local  AFM  Moves  Tomorrow 

American  Federation  of  Musicians 
will  move  its  headquarters  to  570 
Lexington    Ave.   tomorrow. 


Local  306,  Empire 
Vole  for  a  Merger 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

area.  The  membership  of  Local  306 
voted  for  consolidation  at  Manhat- 
tan Center  late  Wednesday  night 
The  merger  is  expected  to  be  con- 
summated in  a  short  time,  it  was 
said. 

The  members  of  Empire  were  un- 
derstood to  have  acted  on  their  own, 
their  action  reportedly  having  been 
taken  without  the  blessing  of  their 
officials.  The  Empire  men  are  sup- 
ported in  their  action  by  the  law 
permitting  a  group  of  workers  to 
choose  their  own  bargaining  repre- 
sentative. 

Repeated  attempts  to  have  Empire 
consolidate  with  Local  306  have  been 
made  over  the  past  dozen  years.  The 
last  was  in  the  early  summer  of 
1942,  failing  after  several  weeks' 
negotiations 

Exhibitors  yesterday  reacted  joy- 
ously to  the  news  because  the  con- 
solidation of  the  two  unions  will  end 
a  situation  that  has  long  been  a 
headache  to  them,  terminating  a  riv- 
alry between  the  labor  groups  of 
more  than  a  decade  and  promoting 


OPA  Discriminates, 
New  England  Charge 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dustry   leaders  were   invited   guests 
at  the  meeting. 

According  to  several  speakers,  ex- 
hibitors in  small  towns  are  doomed 
to  close  unless  some  change  can  be 
made  in  the  order.  An  immediate 
appeal  was  advocated  to  the  Con- 
gressmen and  Senators  from  New 
England  urging  that  something  be 
done  at  once  to  relieve  the  area  of 
what  was  termed  undue  pressure. 


Midwest  Labor  Reps. 
To  See  "Desert  Victory' 


Screenings  of  "Desei't  Victory" 
for  representatives  of  labor  and  man- 
agement in  war  plants  in  the  indus- 
trial Midwest  have  been  arranged  by 
the  WPB  in  the  belief  they  will 
prove  an  incentive  to  increased  pro- 
duction of  war  goods.  Plant  tie- 
ups   will   be   effected. 


peace  in  the  industry  in  New  York 
City. 

The  merger  would  make  Local  306 
rule  as  the  sole  projectionists'  union 
in  this  area. 


.REVIEWS 

"Wild  Horse 
Stampede" 

with  Hoot  Gibson  and  Ken  Maynard 
(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
Monogram  58  Mi 

MAYNARD  AND  GIBSON  RETURN 
THE  SCREEN  WITH  FAST  -  MOV 
WESTERN. 

Ken  Maynard  and  Hoot  Gibson  return  to 
the  screen  and  demonstrate  they  have  lost 
none  of  their  skill  in  hard-riding,  straight 
shooting  and  fisticuffs.  Robert  Tansey 
handled  the  production  reins  on  their  initial 
subject  for  Monogram,  while  Alan  James 
turned  in  a  good  job  of  direction.  Marcel 
LePicard  is  credited  with  the  photography 

The  story  is  rather  familiar,  but  serves 
as  a  satisfactory  vehicle  for  the  cowboy 
stars.  This  time  Hoot  and  Ken  come  to 
the  rescue  of  Betty  Miles,  whose  cattle 
have  been  stolen  by  Ian  Keith's  henchmen, 
Keith,  a  gambler,  is  determined  to  keep 
law  and  order  out  of  his  territory  and 
prevent  a  railroad  from  completing  its  line 
through  his  section. 

Glen  Strange  is  Betty  Miles'  foreman, 
but  works  in  league  with  Keith.  Strange 
and  some  other  Keith  henchmen  steal  $5,000, 
in  bills,  which  was  to  have  been  paid  to 
Betty  by  the  railroad,  for  her  horses.  May> 
nard  gets  into  a  card  game  with  Keith 
and  wins  some  of  the  money,  in  question, 
to  use  as  evidence.  In  a  slam-bang  finish, 
Ken  and  Hoot  wipe  out  Keith  and  his  gang. 

CAST:  Ken  Maynard,  Hoot  Gibson,  Betty 
Miles,  Ian  Keith,  Don  Stewart,  Bob  Baker, 
Si  Jenks,  Kenneth  Harlan,  John  Bridges, 
Glen  Strange,  Tom  London,  Reed  Howes. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Tansey;  Di- 
rector, Alan  James;  Author,  Frances  Kava- 
naugh;  Screenplay,  Elizabeth  Beecher; 
Cameraman,  Marcel  LePicard;  Editor,  Fred 
Bain;    Musical   director,   Frank   Sanucci 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Navy  Stepping  Up  News 
Films  from  Pacific  Area 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

units  now  serving  with  the  Pacific 
fleet.  These  units,  formed  more  than 
two  months  ago,  each  including  two 
movie  cameramen  and  one  still  pho- 
tographer, are  expected  to  be  ship- 
ping in  a  constant  volume  of  foot- 
age suitable  for  newsreel  and  other 
theatrical  .use. 

In  addition  combat  camera  units  of 
the  Marine  Corps  are  expected  to 
be  turning  in  considerable  footage, 
some  of  which  should  be  suitable 
for  public  showing. 

Last  week's  newsreel  story  of  an 
aircraft  carrier  transporting  Army 
planes  was  the  first  to  come  from 
the  Navy  units.  More  material  is 
likely  also  from  the  regular  photo- 
graphers stationed  on  all  major  naval 
vessels.  Plans  are  now  being  worked 
out  to  allow  them  more  latitude, 
probability  being  that  they  will  be 
relieved  of  duties  other  than  pho- 
tographic except  in  cases  of  extreme 
emergency. 


Abbey  Gets  "At  Dawn" 

Republic's  "At  Dawn  We  Die" 
opens  May  7  at  the  Abbey  Theater 
for  an  extended  run. 
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UJA  Scope  Broadened 
By  Flight  of  Rommel 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Africa,  David  Bernstein,  Barney  Bal- 
aban,  and  Albert  Warner,  co-chair- 
men of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal 
Amusement  Division  Campaign,  said 
in  a  joint  statement  issued  yester- 
day. 

.  Announcing  that  preparations  have 
been  completed  for  mobilizing  the 
entire  amusement  field  behind  the 
1943  campaign  of  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal,  they  emphasized  that  UJA 
agencies  "provide  food,  clothing, 
shelter  and  medical  supplies  to  dis- 
tressed Jews  overseas;  contribute 
to  the  defense  of  Palestine;  and 
maintain  aid  for 
needy  refugees 
within  the  U.  S." 

Highlight  o  f 
the  drive  will  be 
the  fifth  annual 
luncheon  of  t  h  e 
UJA  Amusement 
Division  on  May 
11,  at  the  Hotel 
Agtor,  featuring 
Dr.  Abba  Hillel 
Silver,  national 
co-chairman  o  f 
the  United  Jew- 
ish Appeal,  a  s 
the  guest  speak- 
er. Benjamin  S. 
Moss  is  luncheon 
chairman. 

"The  victorious  advances  of  the 
British  and  American  forces  have 
broadened  opportunities  for  the  UJA 
agencies  to  extend  aid  to  some  300,- 
000  Jews  who  will  need  help  of  one 
sort  or  another,"  the  three  co-chair- 
men asserted,  estimating  that  the 
latest  military  developments  in 
North  Africa  have  made  it  possible 
to  increase  assistance  in  that  area 
ten-fold  over  last  year. 

"Already,  desperate  appeals  for 
help  come  from  many  refugees  still 
in  internment  camps,  from  those  re- 
cently liberated  and  from  others 
freed  from  slave-labor  on  the  Trans- 
Saharan  railways.  The  UJA  is  faced 
with  the  immediate  problem  of  pro- 
viding for  at  least  10,000  to  12,000 
refugees  in  North  Africa. 

"In  Algeria,  there  is  the  problem 
of  providing  relief  to  approximately 


B.    s.    MOSS 


Got  Any  Spare  Time? 
Then  Here's  An  Idea 

Falls  City,  Neb. — The  manpower 
shortage  was  brought  home  to  Jim 
Redmond,  Falls  City  theater  man- 
ager. Unable  to  get  an  experienced 
painter  and  wanting  to  have  the 
front  of  his  theater  dolled  up  for 
the  Summer  trade,  Redmond  put  on 
his  overalls  and  climbed  on  a  step- 
ladder  with  brush  in  hand. 

While  putting  on  the  paint,  one 
man,  thinking  him  a  regular  journey- 
man, asked  if  he  could  paper  his 
house  as  soon  as  he  finished  with 
the  theater  front. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

JOAN   HARRISON,   associate   producer,   Universal. 
PETER   VAN    EYCK,    termer,   20th-Fox. 
BONNIE  BAKER,   "Spotlight  Revue,"    Monogram. 
MANTAN    MORELAND,   six   pictures,   Monogram. 
LUISE   RAINER,   "A  Thief   in   the   House,"    RKO. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

STEVE  SEKELY,  director,  "Revenge  of  the  Zom- 
bies,"   Monogram. 

JOAN  HARRISON,  associate  producer,  "Phantom 
Lady,"   Universal. 

KURT  NEWMANN,  "Vampires  of  London,"  Co- 
lumbia. 

ALAN  DWAN,  producer-director,  "Around  the 
World,"   RKO. 

JIMMY  McHUGH  and  HAROLD  ADAMSON,  songs, 
"Around  the  World,"  RKO. 

IRVING  PICHEL,  director,  "Happy  Land,"  20th- 
Fox. 

BILLY  WILDER,  screenplay-director,  "Double 
Indemnity,"  Paramount. 

AL  GREEN,  director,  "Officer's  Candidate 
School,"   Columbia. 

ROY  DEL  RUTH,  director,  "Up  and  Down 
Broadway,"   M-G-M. 

FRED  KOHLMAR,  associate  producer,  "All  Around 
the  Town,"   Paramount. 

GEORGE  MARSHALL,  director,  "And  the  Angels 
Sing,"  Paramount. 

CASTINGS 

PAULETTE  CODDARD  and  SONNY  TUFTS,  "All 
Around  the  Town,"  Paramount;  FAY  BAINTER 
and  SPRING  BYINGTON,  "Heavenly  Body," 
M-C-M;  PETER  VAN  EYCK,  "Happy  Land,"  20th- 
Fox;  KAY  KYSER,  "Around  the  World,"  RKO; 
MARY  BETH  HUGHES,  "The  Duchess  Rides 
High,"  Pine-Thomas  for  Paramount;  EDDIE  FOY, 
JR.,  "And  the  Angels  Sing,"  Paramount; 
JOHNNY  MACK  BROWN  and  RAYMOND  HAT- 
TON,  "Six  Gun  Gospel,"  Monogram;  EMMETT 
LYNN,  BRYANT  WASHBURN,  KENNETH  HAR- 
LAN and  CHIEF  THUNDERCLOUD,  "The  Law 
Rides  Again,"  Monogram;  DAVID  LELAND,  "The 
Hour  Before  the  Dawn,"  'Paramount;  HAZEL 
SCOTT.  "I  Dood  It,"  M-G-M;  DONNA  REED, 
"See  Here  Private  Hargrove,"  M-C-M. 


ELEANOR  POWELL  and  GEORGE  MURPHY, 
"Up  and  Down  Broadway,"  M-G-M;  LEON 
ERROL  and  GRACE  MacDONALD,  "Girls,  Inc.," 
Universal;  ELEANOR  PARKER  and  CHARLES 
DRAKE,  "The  Penticle,"  Warners;  TOM  NEAL, 
"Behind  the  Rising  Sun,"  RKO;  JOHN  SUT- 
TON, "The  Hour  Before  the  Dawn,"  Paramount; 
EDMUND  GLOVER,  "And  the  Angels  Sing," 
Paramount;  ERNEST  TRUEX,  "This  Is  the  Army," 
Warners;  LOUIS  CALHERN  and  GLADYS  GEORGE, 
"Dancing  Debs,"  Republic;  VI  ATHENS, 
CRAIG  WOODS,  AL  SHEAN,  BETTY  BLYTHE 
and  DEWEY  ROBINSON,  "Crime  Doctor,"  Co- 
lumbia. 

• 

STORY  PURCHASES 

"Kiki,"  purchased  from  MARY  PICKFORD  by 
20th-Fox. 

SONG  PURCHASES 

"Dear    Friends    and    Gentle    Hearts,"    by    HOAGY 

CARMICHAEL,   Warners. 
"Blow,     Gabriel,      Blow,"     by     COLE     PORTER, 

Republic. 

SCHEDULED 

"Up  and  Down  Broadway,"  producer,  JACK 
CUMMINGS;  screenplay,  HARRY  CLORK 
and  DOROTHY  KINCSLEY;  songs:  OON 
RAYE  and  GENE  de  PAUL,   M-C-M. 

ON  LEAVE 

MACKINLAY  KANTOR,  M-G-M  writer,  to  Lon- 
don for  mag.  assignment. 

REOPTIONED 

BILLY   WILDER,    Paramount. 
LEWIS  ALLEN,  Paramount. 
HUGH   BENNETT,   Paramount. 


TITLE  SWITCHES 

"The     Fargo     Express,"     formerly     "Wells     Fargo 

Stage  Coach,"  Republic. 
"Spotlight   Revue,"   formerly   "Spotlight   Parade," 

Monogram. 


Greek  Choral  Groups 
In  War  Relief  Pageant 

Choral  groups  from  50  Greek  so- 
cieties will  appear  in  a  Greek  page- 
ant to  be  given  as  the  opening  num- 
ber of  the  Greek  War  Relief  show 
at  Madison  Square  Garden  on  May 
18,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by 
Gus  Eyssell  and  Harry  Brandt,  co- 
chairmen.  Fred  Waring  will  direct 
the  number. 

The  Roxy  Theater  will  furnish  the 
second  group  number,  and  the  finale 
will  be  staged  by  the  Music  Hall 
Groups.  These  three  rehearsed  pro- 
ductions will  be  enhanced  by  big 
"name"  variety  acts  from  the  stage, 
screen  and  radio.  Hassard  Short, 
and  Jack  Partington  will  tie  the  show 
together,  and  Howard  Bay  will  do 
the  sets.  Some  groups  are  already 
in  rehearsal. 

2,000  non-interned  refugees  who  are 
completely  without  resources,  in 
French  Morocco,  of  aid  to  a  network 
of  schools,  accommodating  16,000 
children,  whose  main  sources  of  in- 
come were  cut  off  when  the  Nazis 
marched  into  unoccupied  France." 

Expressing  confidence  that  the 
amusement  field  will  participate  to 
"the  fullest  measure"  behind  the 
drive,  the  statement  said  from  all 
indications  the  luncheon  will  be  the 
most  successful  in  the  division's  his- 
tory. 


FPC  Prexy  Says  Co.  Shows 
To  1,700,000  Fans  Weekly 

Montreal — J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  pres- 
ident of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corporation,  told  shareholders  at 
their  annual  meeting  yesterday,  that 
the  dividend  rate  would  remain  un- 
changed in  1943  He  further  said 
the  company  was  now  showing  to 
1,700,000  persons  a  week  and  in  1942 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  10,- 
000,000  patrons  over  1941. 

He  looked  forward  to  the  com- 
pany's results  being  kept  on  an  even 
keel  with  those  of  prior  years.  He 
said  that  producers  in  England  and 
in  Hollywood  had  on  hand  a  back- 
log of  completed  pictures  and  pic- 
tures in  production  which  would  en- 
sure an  ample  supply  in  Canada  for, 
the  coming  years. 

Television  had  passed  its  research 
stage  and  would  be  available  for 
motion  picture  theaters  after  the 
war,  he  said,  and  installations  would 
be  made  at  comparatively  small  cost. 


Ascap  Re-elects  Deems  Taylor 

Deems  Taylor  was  unanimously 
re-elected  President  of  Ascap  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  yester- 
day. All  other  officers  of  the  Society 
were  also  re-elected.  Taylor  has 
been  awarded  the  Henry  Hadley 
Medal  by  the  National  Ass'n  for 
American  Composers  and  Conduc- 
tors as  the  person  "performing  the 
greatest  service  to  American  Music 
during  the  year  1942-43." 


WAR  SERVICE  i 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Buffalo— Ralph  W.  Maw,  M-G-M  brar 
manager,  has  been   appointed   major  of 
theater    division    for   the    United    War 
Commtrnity    Fund   drive   scheduled    in    M 
He    has    designated     Elmer    F.    Lux,    B' 
branch  manager,  to  be  in  charge  of  sol 
ing  contributions  from  theater  and  exchS 
employes. 

.  .  .  —  V  —  .  .  . 

The  current  Red  Cross  campaign  to 
cruit  Army  and  Navy  nurses  will  get 
"assist"  from  exhibitors  in  New  York  C 
and  the  Bronx,  according  to  Fred  Schwar 
WAC  co-chairman.  Aid  will  be  in  the  fo 
of  a  window  card,  asking  for  recruits  fn 
the  movie  patrons,  and  will  get  adva 
tageous   posting. 


Set  May  21  Release  for 
"Show  Business  at  War' 


"Show  Business  At  War"  will 
the  release  title  of  the  latest  Mar. 
of  Time  subject  to  be  distribut" 
by  20th-Fox.  Scheduled  for  nation 
release  May  21  these  two  reels  pr 
sent  the  contributions  toi  the  unit 
war  effort  by  both  industry  and  lea 
ing  personalities. 


Goldman  Plans  Mexican  Setuj 

West   Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAll 

Hollywood — As  the  initial  step 
an  international  program  of  expa 
sion  of  the  setups  of  his  three  mus 
companies,  Walton  Goldman  will  j 
to  Mexico  City  in  two  weeks  to  ma] 
plans  for  extending  his  operatic 
into  Mexico.  Goldman  controls  Wa 
ton  Goldman,  Inc.,  Carmichael  Mus 
Publications  and  National  Mus 
Corp. 


GWTW  on  Saturdays,  Sundays 

Cinema  Circuit  Corp.  has  leass 
the  Roof  Theater  atop  the  New  An 
sterdam  for  the  exhibition  of  "Goi 
With  the  Wind."  The  opening  wi 
take  place  tomorrow.  The  theatc 
will  operate  only  Saturdays  and  Sui 
days  on  a  continuous  policy  at  popi 
lar  prices.  The  rest  of  the  wet 
the  place  will  be  dark.  The  740-se; 
house  has  never  before  been  use 
for  films. 


D  oi  J  to  Drop  AFM  Suit 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   \DAIL 

Washington  —  Suit  to  stop  tl 
American  Federation  of  Musiciai 
from  enforcing  its  ban  on  recorde 
music  will  be  dropped  by  the  D< 
partment  of  Justice.  James  C.  Pe 
rillo,  head  of  the  AFM,  is  co-defei 
dant  in  the  action. 


STORKS 


Indianapolis  —  Pfc  Jack  Dowt 
Warners'  booker,  now  with  the  Arm 
"somewhere  in  Texas,"  is  the  fathe 
of  a  six  and  one  half  pound  bab 
girl  born  to  Mrs.  Dowd  in  Macon 
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I  Intimate    in    Character 

:  ternational    in   Scope 
independent    in    Thought 
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1RESCENT  ASKS  NO  CIRCUITS  "BREAK  UP" 



'repare  Plan  to  Safeguard  Theater  Workers 


Editorial 


"Moscow" 

.  .  .  and  "angles" 

—   By  CHESTER  B.  B AHN  = 


No  Deferment  from  Mili- 
tary Service  Will  Be 
Sought  by  Exhibitors 


EVER  there  was  a  press  preview  replete 
'ith  those  "angles"  so  close  to  the  heart 
the  ace  public  relationist  it  was  that 
Tsored   by  the   National   Press  Club  with 

sensitive  co-operation  of  Warners  for 
ssion  to  Moscow"  in  Washington  last 
■k.  .  .  .  Warners  termed  the  preview 
que.  .  .  And  that  it  was  despite  the  fact 
•  this  was  not  the  first  time  that  the 
ional  Press  Club  has  been  the  official 
r  nominal — host  for  the  inaugural  screen- 
of  an  important  picture  .  .  .  Conscious 
the  picture's  implications,  and  with  a 
.  to  its  impact  abroad,  the  Club  and 
rners  were  at  pains  to  stress  the  pre- 
w    was    for    the    international    press    and 

merely  for  that  which  speaks  for  the 
ted  States.  .  .  The  harvest  from  the  seed 
;  sown  was  exceedingly  rapid — it  was 
id  within  24  hours  in  newspapers  in 
don   and    other   world   cities.   .   .   .   And 

discussion  will  mount  steadily,  height  - 
ig  public  interest  in  the  picture  over- 
.  no  less  than  at  home.  .  .  .  International 
•selling?  .  .  .  And  how! 

o 

IS  not  without  significance,  certainly, 
nat  the  capital's  press  corps,  the  elite  of 

Fourth  Estate,  regarded  the  picture  as 
~  news  .  .  .  Nor  is  it  any  less  significant 
'  its  reaction,  ably  summed  up  by  Rob- 
Waithman  of  the  London  News  Chronicle, 

"It  had  an  electric  effect  on  this  pro- 
ionally  sophisticated  audience".  .  .  . 
ile  of  course  it  remains  to  be  determined 
•ther  less  sophisticated  movie-going  audi- 
es  will  react  similarly,  it  may  be  pointed 

that  the  financial  fate  of  a  picture  is 
;rmined  in  the  larger  centers  where  soph- 
ration  is  more  freely  encountered.  .  .  . 
.1,    as   an    after-thought,    this:    The    war 

its  issues  today  touch  the  smallest  vil- 
:  and  town  in  the  land.  .  .  .  The  con- 
;ion  to  be  drawn  specifically  in  the  in- 
ice  of  "Mission  to  Moscow"  is  too  ap- 
3nt  to   require   space   here. 

o 

ET  in  the  campaign  so  skillfully  guided  by 
the  Messrs.  Warners,  Charles  Einfeld  did 

over-look  "angles"  purely  local,  but  all 
gned  to  pre-sel!  the  picture.    Washing- 
theater  business  is  super-colossal;  War- 
5  closed  the  Earle  for  the  day  regardless, 
e  a  thought  to  the  public's  impression. 
^Continued  on  Page  2) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — An  overall  plan  to 
safeguard  key  theater  employes 
against  recruiting  drives  for  indus- 
tries blessed  as  essential  by  the  War 
Manpower  Commission  is  expected 
to  be  presented  here  soon.  While 
producers  huddle  on  a  plan  to  re- 
tain male  actors  of  military  age — 
or  at  least  be  able  to  borrow  them 
from  the  armed  services — represen- 
tatives of  the  WAC  theater  division 

(Continued  on   Page   11) 


Circuit  Thea.  Tax  Bill 
Hoppered  in  Florida 


Tallahassee,  Fla.  —  A  bill  to  im- 
pose a  circuit  theater  tax  ranging 
from  $150  to  $1,500,  depending  upon 
the  size  of  the  theater,  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  State  legislature  by 
Senator  Johnson  of  Brooksville.  Be- 
ginning at  $150  for  a  single  theater 
the  scale  of  license  would  go  up  to 

(Continued  on   Page  11) 


Theaters  Have  Collected 
1,164,727  Pounds  of  Copper 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington— WBP's  salvage  and 
copper  divisions  last  Friday  were 
given  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  salvage  job  being 
done  by  exhibitors  throughout  the 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Ohio  Exhibs.  Urging 
Femme  10-Hour  Bill 

Columbus,  0. — ITO  of  Ohio  is 
putting  steam  behind  the  State  Sen- 
ate bill  to  relax  the  hours  of  work 
for  women  and  minors  to  provide  for 
a  10-hour  day  and  50-hour  week. 
Measure,  already  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate, will  have  a  hearing  before  the 
House  Labor  Committee  today  and, 
if  okayed,  will  go  to  the  House  for 
action.  Exhibs.  take  the  position  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  war-time  manpower 
problem   successfully. 


Would  Have  Its  Circuits 
Keep  Operating  as  Com- 
bination for  a  Time 


B.  A.  Studios  Get 
U.  S.  Stock  for  15 


Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail) — 
Passed  by  Censor)— The  drastic 
shortage  of  raw  film  threatening  the 
existence  of  the  Argentine  indus- 
try has  been  momentarily  relieved 
by  the  receipt  from  the  United 
States  of  1,500,000  meters  of  raw 
stick,  considered  enough  for  15  pic- 
tures. Acting  under  the  nation's 
emergency  laws,  the  Argentine  min- 

(Continued  on  Page   8) 

UA  District  Managers 
Huddle  With  Leserman 


United  Artists  district  managers 
will  assemble  at  the  home  office  to- 
day for  the  first  of  a  series  of  sales 
meetings    on   current   product,    Carl 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Trade  Agenda  At  Allied  Meet 

Consent  Decree,  Film  Prices  to  Get  Attention 


RKO  Mat  Service  Gives 
"Exclusives"  to  Dailies 


Designed  especially  for  needs  of 
newspapers  in  key  cities,  which  have 
been  forced  to  reduce  their  use  of 
cuts,  a  new  publicity  mat  service 
has  been  inaugurated  at  RKO  Ra- 
dio's home  office  by  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick,      company's      advertising- 

(Continued   on   Page   10) 


Detroit  —  Consideration  of  the 
New  York  consent  decree,  particu- 
larly General  Counsel  Abram  F. 
Myers'  voluminous  report  heads  the 
agenda  of  the  two-day  meeting  of 
Allied  States'  board  of  directors 
starting  at  the  Book  Cadillac  Hotel 
Wednesday.  Other  major  items  on 
the  proposed  program  are:  operat- 
ing problems,  film  prices,  distribu- 
(Continued  on   Page   10) 


By  P.  R.  RUSSELL 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Nashville — That  the  Government 
allow  exhibitor  circuits  to  continue 
to  operate  as  a  combination  "for  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  as  an  ex- 
periment" without  a  complete 
"break  up"  as  the  decree  to  be 
entered  May  6  will  order,  is  the 
plea  made  by  William  Waller,  coun- 
sel for  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
and  others  in  a  petition  filed  Friday. 
The  plea  to  Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies, 
who  promises  to  clear  up  all  matters 
contingent  upon  the  formal  filing  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Melleff  and  Smith 
At  MPTOA's  Confab 


Solution  to  theater  problems  aris- 
ing from  the  war  will  be  sought  at 
a  conference  between  the  directors 
of  the  MPTOA  and  Government 
spokesmen  at  the  opening  session 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  ex- 
hibitor organization's  board  of  direc- 
( Continued  on  Page  11) 


First  of  Capra  "The  War" 
Series  Released  Saturday 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Next    Saturday    has 

been  set  for  release  of  the  first  of 

a  new  series  of  orientation  films  for 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


UA  Nlay  Name  New 

Producers   Today 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DATLY 
Hollywood — It  is  likely  two  new 
product  deals  will  be  announced  at 
United  Artists  stockholders'  annual 
meeting  today.  One  provides  for 
one  of  the  two  producers  to  furnish 
three  pictures  in  a  year,  with  the 
other   producer   making  one. 

UA's    present    line-up    of   officers 
is  expected  to  be  re-elected. 
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FINANCIAL 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
16V8     161/s     16V8  —     Va 
16%     16%     16%     


Am.      Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.    Kodak     1 

do  pfd 1 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

Para.     1st     pfd 

RKO    

RKO     $6     pfd 

20th    Century-Fox     .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
1 

NEW  YORK 
Monogram  Picts.  .  . . 
Radio-Keith    cvs.     .  . . 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     

Universal    Corp.    vtc. 
Universal    Picts 


13/4  1%  13/4    +       % 

15  141/s  15         +       % 

62'/2  162i/4  162l/4     

83  183       183         

20%  203/4  203/4  _      l/8 

54%  54  54%   +  iy4 

251/4  247/8  25       +     1/4 

'7%  '7i/2  "7%  +"%' 

851/2  85  851/2  +     % 

20  195/8  19%   +     % 

303/g  30i/8  30%  —     i/4 

133/8  131/8  131/8    !!!" 


BOND    MARKET 

04%   104%   104%  +     % 

023,4    1023/4    10234       

CURB    MARKET 
2  1%       2         

U/4         1V4         l'/4       

31/4         31/4         31/4  +       % 

IH/4       11             11%  +       % 

1734       173,4     -173/4       


Correction 

Fritz  Lang  has  not  been  signed 
to  direct  Goodwill  Pictures'  forth- 
coming pic,  "Trial  of  Adolph  Hitler," 
as  published.  Lang  is  one  of  sev- 
eral directors  with  whom  deals  have 
been  discussed. 


•  •••••••••••* 

*  WANTED  * 

-*  THEATRE      MANAGER         *. 

SALARY  $65.00  plus  BONUS  FOR 
+     DOWNTOWN    EXPLOITATION    HOUSE  * 

NEAR  CLEVELAND.  EXPERIENCE  IN 
-ft      NEWSPAPER     ADS    AND     PUBLICITY.    )f 

SEND  FULL  DETAILS  TO  ROOM  507, 
+     FILM    BLDG.,    CLEVELAND,    OHIO.  * 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  SI 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

The  Human  Comedy   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures) — 10th  week Astor 

Desert  Victory   (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — 4th  week Globe 

Edge  of   Darkness    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — 4th  week Strand 

Flight  to  Freedom   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — 3rd  week Music  Hall 

China  (Paramount  Pictures) — 2nd  week Paramount 

White  Savage   (Universal  Pictures) — 2nd  week Rivoli 

I  Walked  With  a  Zombie   (RKO  Radio   Pictures)— -2nd  week Rialto 

Assignment    in    Brittany    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 2nd    week Criterion 

Reveille     with     Beverly      (Columbia      Pictures) — 2nd     week Abbey 

Presenting   Lily    Mars    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) Capitol 

Mission   to   Moscow    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) Hollywood 

Crash    Dive     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) Roxy 

The   Hard   Way    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

Good   Morning,   Judge    (Universal   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

The  Ghost  and  the  Guest  (Producers  Releasing  Corp.) — Opens  tomorrow   (a)... 'New  York 
Pardon  My  Cun  (Columbia  Pictures)— Opens  tomorrow  (a) New  York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

La  Mia  Canzone  at  Vento  (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.) — 2nd  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Ay  Jalisco,  No  Te  Rejes   (Grovos-Mohme  Co.) — 2nd  week Belmont 

Russians    at    War    (Artkino    Pictures) — 2nd    week Stanley 

The    Isle   of    Passion    (Maya    Films) World 

A  Young  Lady  With   Luck    ( Europa    Films) 48th   St.   Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The  More  the  Merrier   (Columbia  Pictures) — May  6 Music  Hall 

Action   in   the  North   Atlantic    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — May  21 Strand 

Five   Graves   to   Cairo    (Paramount   Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

Next  of   Kin    (Universal   Pictures) — May  5 Rialto 

Desperados    (Columbia    Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

The   Ox-iBow    Incident    (Twentieth   Century-Fox) — May   8 Rivoli 

At   Dawn   We    Die    (Republic    Pictures) — iMay  7 Abbey 

They  Came  to  Blow  Up  America   (Twentieth  Century-Fox)    (c)  Globe 

The    Lady   of    Burlesque    (United   Artists-Stromberg)     (c) Capitol 

Hello,   Frisco,   Hello    (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — May  6    (a-b) Palace 

Johnny    Doughboy    (Universal    Pictures) — May   6    (a) !  ^Palace 

Alia  en  Tropico   (Kraros-Mohme) — May  7 Belmont 

(a)    Dual  bill,      (b)    Subsequent  run.      (c)    Follows  current  bill. 


"Moscow" 

.  .  .  and  "angles" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Warners  insisted  that  press  credentials  as 
well  as  invitations  be  presented  for  the 
screenings.  It  was  a  neat  compliment'  to 
the  press,  of  course,  for  press  previews  have 
been  known  in  the  past  to  be  that  in  name 
only.  And  if  that  was  interpreted  by  some 
"brass  hats"  as  a  snub,  well,  that  was  all 
right  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  press,  too. 
Yes,  the  line  will  form  on  the  right  when 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  opens  in  the  capital. 
(And  the  over-all  cost  to  Warners — theater, 
newspaper  ads,  expenses — was  approximate- 
ly $10,000!) 

TO  THOSE  who  were  on  the  scene,  it  is 
'•evident  that  both  the  picture  and  the 
preview  did  much  to  further  the  industry's 
oress  relations.  .  .  .  Example:  Where  be- 
fore have  you  heard  the  president  of  the 
National  Press  Club  affirm  that  the  indus- 
try is  "fighting  side  by  side  with  the  news- 
papers of  the  free  world  to  stamp  out  the 
evil  forces  which  are  attempting  to  enslave 
the  press  of  the  world,  the  cultural  and 
artistic  forms  of  the  world,  and  the  people 
of  the  world."  That  identity  of  interest  and 
of  purpose  is  all-important,  not  alone  to- 
day, but  tomorrow.  Perhaps  even  more 
tomorrow  than  today.  .  .  .  Finally,  the  signi- 
ficance of  the  National  Press  Club's  selec- 
tion of  the  film  trade  press  as  the  indus- 
try's representatives  at  the  preview  will  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  study  and  weigh 
trends,    public   relations   and  otherwise. 


Multi-City  Regional  Bows 
Set  for  RKO's  "This  Land" 


RKO  Radio  will  follow  up  its  50- 
city  world  premiere  of  "This  Land 
is  Mine"  in  the  Cincy-Cleveland-In- 
dianapolis  territories  Friday  with  a 
number  of  multi-city  regional  open- 
ings, all  of  which  will  have  radio 
sponsorship. 

Dates  and  sectors  set  are:  Chicago, 
13th;  San  Francisco,  Portland,  and 
Seattle,  13th;  Buffalo,  May  13;  Bos- 
ton and  New  Haven,  19;  Washing- 
ton, 20th.  A  40-city  regional  has 
also  been  set  for  the  Omaha  and 
Des  Moines  territories  to  follow  im- 
mediatelv  after  the  world  premiere. 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  Robert  Mochrie, 
Nat  Levy  and  Edward  A.  Alperson 
trek  to  Cincy  Thursday  for  the  pro- 
gram there.  Kent  Smith  snd  Nancy 
Gates  of  the  cast  pull  out  from  the 
Coast  today.  Maureen  O'Hara,  co- 
star,  and  Walter  Slezak  leave  here 
with  Barret  McCormick  on  Wednes- 
day. 


Grainger  Leaves  on  Sales  Trip 

J.  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Re- 
public, left  New  York  yesterday  by 
plane  on  the  first  lap  of  a  sales  trip 
which  includes  stopovers  at  Cleve- 
land, Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Denver, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Los  Angeles,  Kan- 
sas City,  and  San  Francisco.  He 
will  return  in  about  three  weeks. 


Sid  Rose  Returning 

Chicago — Sid  Rose,  UA  Exchange 
manager  is  expected  back  on  the 
job   today   after   his    long   illness. 


Warner  Circuit  Ad  Men 
In  New  York  For  Meet 


Zone  advertising  executives  of  the 
Warner  Bros.  Circuit  arrive  in  New 
York  this  morning  for  a  meeting  to  j 
be  presided  over  by  Harry  Goldberg, 
director  of  advertising  and  public- 
ity  for  the  theaters. 

Those  attending  include:  Frank 
LaFalce,  Washington;  J.  Knox  Stra- 
chan,  Cleveland;  Dan  Finn,  New  Ha^ 
ven;  Charles  Smakwitz,  AlbaV^" 
Robert  Paskow,  Newark;  Irvi\< 
Blumberg,  Philadelphia;  James  Tot-: 
man,  Pittsburgh;  Marcel  Brazee, 
Milwaukee,  and  Larry  Stein,  Chi- 
cago. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Rosalind    RUSSELL       .        Fred   MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT   FOR    FREEDOM" 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 


TYRONE  POWER  in 

"CRASH  DIVE" 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture  in  Technicolor 
IN         I  JIMMY   DORSEY 
PERSON  C    And  His   Band 


BUY 
BONDS 


ROXY    &SF 


Loretta 
YOUNG 


Allan 
LADD 


"CHINA" 

A  Paramount  Picture 

with 

William    Bendix 
PARAMOUNT 

Times  Square 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


IDA  DENNIS  JOAN 

LUPINO- MORGAN -LESLIE 
THE  HARD  WAY' 

—  and  — 

'GOOD  MORNING  JUDGE' 

DENNIS  O'KEEFE 


loTw's  STATE 


ON  SCREEN 

LANA  TURNER 

ROBERT  YOUNC 

"SLIGHTLY 

DANGEROUS" 


a       m      m      m       t* 
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By   Irene  Thirer 

Film  Daily  Year  Book  Otters 
Wealth  of  Screen  Information 

Hot  off  the  presses,  and  now  on  the  movie  editor's  desk, 
is  the  twenty-fifth  edition' of  Film  Daily's  motion  picture 
Year  Book,  replete  with  factual  information;  its  silver  anni- 
versary volume  bound  handsomely  in  silver,  with  gold  and 
blue  embossing. 

Film  Year  Book,  performing,  as  durtng  the  calendar  year  1942 
its  publisher  Jack  Alicoat  asserts..  These  were  the  pictures  best 
"an  encyclopedic  volume's  service  Hked  by  the  boys  in  service:  "To 
to  the  trade,"  nevertheless, .should  the  Shores  of  Tripoli,"  "Son  ol 
be  of  distinct  value  and  mteres.  Fury,"  "Sergeant  York,"  "Tortilla 
to  all  n  who  are  completely  ab-  FJat  „  „p.ride  Qf  the  Yankees,r 
sorbed  by  movies,  their  makers,  ,.Wake  island,"  "Captains  of  the 
their  major  role  in  the  war.  Clouds,"    "Johnny   Eager,"   "The 

Editor  Chester  B.  Bahn  points    Black  Swan  »   «Song   of  the  Is]. 


out  that,  "on  the  basis  of  avail 
able  figures  announced  as  the 
1943  year  book  goes  to  press,  the 
industry's  national  honor  roll  fig 


ands." 


Also  reproduced,  of  course,  is 


ure  for  men  in  uniform  stands  yt    Film   Daily's    annual    "ten    best" 


27,677.  The  number  of  women  in 
the  service  is  unknown,  but  a 
fair  estimate  would  be  several 
hundred." 

A  glance  at  the  "In  Memoriam" 
page   recalls    the   names   of    nu 


poll:  "  "Mrs.  Miniver,"  "How- 
Green  Was  My  Valley,"  "Kings 
Row,"  "Wake  Island,"  "Pride -of 
the  Yankees,"  "Man  Who  Came 
to  Dinner,"  "One  Foot  in  Heav- 
en," "Suspicion,"  "Woman  of  the 


merous  prominent  film*  personal!-  Year';    and    "Pied    Piper')-  with 

ties  whose  deaths  were  recorded  descriptive  credits  for-  each, 

during  the  past  12-month  period:  Message  From  F.  D.  R. 

John  Barry  mo  re     Capt.  Don  Aml  other  Celebs 

Browrv    son    of    actor    Joe    t.,  _                ,    w,                     * 

Richard   Carlyle,   scenarist   Bart  There  are  br fef  messages ;  from 

lett    Cormack;    pioneer    director  President  Franklin  Delano  Roose- 

James    Cruze      producer    Larry  velt.  Lowell  Mellett,   chief  OWI 


Darmour,  novelist  -  scenarist  Ra- 
chel Field,  actress  Brenda  Fowler, 
producer  Morris  Gest,  actor  Phil- 
lips Holmes,  director  James  W. 
Home,  producer  Bernard  Hyman, 
cowboy  star  Buck  Jones,  Thomas 
W.  Lamb,  architect  of  many 
movie  palaces;  actress  Carole 
Lombard,  veteran  actor  Burr  Mc- 
intosh, Edna  May  Olliver,  Rafa 
ela  Ottiano,  character  actresses: 
Ralph  Rainger,  movie  song 
writer;  Bodil  Rosing,  producer  J. 
Walter  Ruben,  V.  G.  Van  Schmus, 
managing  director  of  Radio  City 
Music  Hall;  Richard  Tucker,  Joe 
Weber,  Ned  Wayburn,  Stacy 
Woodward  —  and  many  others 
whose  passing  saddened  the  film 
colony. 

Included  in  Book's 
Chapter  Heads 


Motion  Picture  Buresiu;  Henry 
Morgenthau  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  Frank  Knox,  Secretary 
of  the  Navy;  Henry  L..  Stimson, 
Secretary  pf  War;  British  Ambas- 
sador Lord  Halifax,  Madame 
Chiang  Kai-shek  and  many  other 
international  figures — who  got  to 
the  movies,  even  as  you  and  us. 
It  is  estimated,  according  tc 
Film  Year  Book,  that  a  war  mes- 
sage appears  on  every  U.  S. 
screen  every  thirty  minutes  dur- 
ing operating  hours;  funds  raised 
for  Army  and  Navy  relief  during 
the  twelve  months  prior  to  going 
to  press— $2,826,000;  for  USO— 
$2,200,000;  War  Bond  Sales  in 
"Salute  to  Our  Heroes"  montn 
last  September  —  $838,540,000; 
number  of  16mm  film  programs 
presented  to  the  War  Department 
for  Free  Combat  Area  exhibition 


Chapter   heads   include   Televi-  to  troops — 4,700;  newsreel  footage 

sion,  Film  Stocks,  Foreign  Mar-  devoted  to  the  war  effort— 78.3% ; 

kets,  Exploitation,  Color  Develop-  scrap\  metal,    rubber    and    rags 

ments,  Labor  Developments.  Crit-  made  available  through  theatres 

ical     listings     include     Academy  — 200,000  tons.-    These  and  other 

Awards,  New  York  Film  Critics  topical  facts, 

selections,   Filmdom's   Famous  Then,   of   course,   there   is   the 

Fives   as    reported    in  -the    Film  usual  tabulation. of  film  releases', 

Daily  poll,  results  of  Film  Daily's  and    credits    for    players,    script 

Critics   Forum— cross   section   nt  writers,  directors,  producers,  earn- 

the  country;   National   Board   of  eramen — and  all  others  who  lend 

Review     selections,     Box     Office  their  efforts  to  the  motion  picture 

Champions.    This  last  mentioned  industry.    A    good    book    indeed, 

was  conducted  in  Army  Theatres  We  wouldn't  be  without  it! 

(Reprinted  from  N.    Y.  Post,  Friday,  April  2'3,   1943) 


Drive-Ins  Open  With 
Milder  Weather 


As  milder  weather  allows  the  re- 
opening of  auto  theaters,  reports  in- 
dicate that  business  at  these  stands 
will  be  spotty.  To  a  great  extent, 
patronage  will  be  determined  by  the 
location  of  the  spot  and  the  amount 
of  gasoline  needed  to  reach  them. 

Operators  fortunate  enough  to  be 
reasonably  close  to  congested  areas 
expect  to  do  all  right,  but  these 
whose  locations  require  more  gaso- 
line will  have  to  fight  for  business. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  of  the 
country's  nearly  100  Drive-Ins  will 
be  open  this  season  but  correspon- 
dents in  Springfield,  St.  Louis,  Can- 
ton and  Rochester,  among  others, 
report  openings  or  scheduled  pre- 
mieres. Some  Southern  autodromes 
have   operated   all   Winter. 


Biz  Good  at  Springfield 
Drive-In;  Down  in  St.  Louis 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  Thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  showing  being 
made  by  the  Riverside  Park-In  The- 
ater in  Agawam,  Owner  Edward  J. 
Carroll  said  that  despite  all  bar- 
riers in  the  way  of  profitable  opera- 
tion this  year,  the  spot  is  doing 
excellently. 

St.  Louis — Opening  night  attend- 
ance at  the  St.  Louis  County  Drive- 
In  Theater  was  about  50  per  cent 
01  last  year's  premiere.  Drop  was 
due  to  a  lack  of  out-of-state  cars, 
unable  to  get  there  because  of  gas 
rationing. 


Rochester  Drive-In  Opens 
With  New  Sound  Equipment 

Rochester  —  The  Drive-In,  near 
Municipal  Airport,  opened  Saturday. 
New  horns  and  speakers  have  been 
installed,  and  the  screen  painted. 
Scale  will  be  44  cents,  with  cars, 
children  and  members  of  the  armed 
forces  free. 


Fort  Worth  Drive-In  To 
Use  Stage  Attractions 

Fort  Worth— Fort  Worth's  Drive- 
in  will  reopen  for  its  third  season 
combining  stage  talent  with  films 
as  new  policy.  The  Blue  Ridge 
Mountain  Folks,  on  stage,  will  keep 
things  going  until  it's  dark  enough 
to    show    films. 


COmiRG  and  GOING 


LOUIS  B.  MAYER,  accompanied  by  HOWARD 
STRICKLINC,  M-C-M  studio  publicity  head, 
started   back  for  the  Coast  on  Friday. 

PAULETTE  CODDARD  left  the  Coast  for  New 
York  on  Saturday. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN  is  on  the  way  from  the 
Coast  with  a  print  of  "For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls." 

JACK  FLYNN,  M-G-M's  Western  manager,  is 
here  from  Chicago  for  home-office  conferences. 

PHIL  REGAN  and  ADELE  MARA  opened  a 
USO-Camp  Shows  tour  at  Langley  Field,  Va., 
on  Friday.  Their  last  appearance  will  be  at 
Camp  Lee,  Va.,  on  May  15. 

BERT  M.  STEARN,  UA  division  manager,  arrives 
at  the  home  office  today  after  visiting  various 
West  Coast  exchanges. 

JAMES  R.  CRAINCER,  Republic's  president  and 
distribution  head,  left  New  York  yesterday  on 
a  business  trip  to  key  cities  which  will  take 
him  to  the  West  Coast,  and  will  return  to  the 
home  office  on  or  about  May  27. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS  goes  to  Columbus  May 
11    to  address  the   ITO  of  Ohio  convention. 

HARRY  ROSENQUEST  of  Warners'  theaters 
department  left  New  York  over  the  week-end 
for  Cleveland,  where  he  will  remain  for  several 
days  on   business. 

IDA  LUPINO,  leaves  Hollywood  for  a  brief 
vacation  in  the  East  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

LEON  SCHLESINGER  left  the  Coast  Friday 
for  New  York  and  Washington,  taking  with  him 
a  print  of  "Deep  Sea  Diving,"  Naval  training 
film. 

ED   KUYKENDALL  arrives   in   town   today. 

JEFF  DONNELL,  Columbia  actress,  arrived 
from    the    Coast   Saturday. 

EDDIE  BUZZELL  is  here  from  Hollywood  to 
look  over   Broadway   attractions. 

KERMIT  STINGEL,  of  the  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Nashville,  is  in  Washington  over  the 
week-end. 


Three  Ohio  Drive-Ins 
Open  Their  Seasons 

Canton,  O. — Three  Drive-In  the- 
aters in  the  district  have  launched 
their  Summer  seasons.  Boyers's 
Auto  theater  south  of  here  is  oper- 
ating week  ends  for  the  time  being. 
Riverside  Drive-In,  at  Dublin,  goes 
on  full-week  schedule  May  1,  for 
the  fourth  consecutive  season.  Star- 
light Auto  Theater,  at  Akron, 
started  its  Summer  season  Wednes- 
day and  will  operate  seven  nights  a 
week  throughout  the  Summer. 


Yolen  Will  Co-ordinate 
Warner  Special  Events 


Creation  of  a  special  events  de- 
partment as  a  newly-formed  division 
of  the  Warners  Eastern  ad-publicity 
setup  was  announced  over  the  week- 
end by  Mort  Blumenstock.  Unit  is 
headed  by  Will  Yolen  and  as  asso- 
ciates he  will  have  Frank  Armstrong, 
Irving  Yergin  and  Abe  Kronenberg. 
It  is  designed,  according  to  Blumen- 
stock, to  co-ordinate  the  increased 
amount  of  special  activities  cur- 
rently in  effect  on  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow" and  the  forthcoming  "Action 
in  the  North  Atlantic." 

The  special  events  unit  will  plan 
and  project  its  work  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mitchell  Rawson,  Eastern 
publicity  manager,  it  was  said. 
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Crescent  Asks  No 
Circuits  "Break  Up" 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

a  decree  on  May  6,  contends  that 
provision  20  of  the  decree,  which 
"restrains  each  exhibitor  defendant 
from  conditioning  the  licensing  of 
films  in  any  competitive  situation, 
outside  of  Nashville,  upon  licensing 
of  films  in  any  other  situation  'is' 
adequate  and  equitable"  and  that 
provision  21,  which  orders  a  com- 
plete break-up  of  the  circuit  combi- 
nations by  the  sale  of  all  interests, 
etc.,  is  unnecessary  and  inequitable. 
The  plea  for  the  modification  of 
the  decree  asks  that  the  exhibitor 
defendants,  after  the  elimination  of 
combined  film  licensing,  etc.,  be  al- 
lowed to  "co-ordinate  the  advertis- 
ing and  other  methods  of  exploiting 
pictures,  supervision  and  mainten- 
ance of  theaters,  renewal  of  leases, 
purchase  and  sale  of  popcorn,  per- 
sonnel problems,  tax  problems,  and 
many  other  things  incidental  to  the 
operation  of  the  modern  theater." 
It  is  the  contention  of  the  defen- 
dants' plea  that  for  Crescent  to 
sell  all  interests  in  other  exhibitor 
defendant  corporations  would  mean 
withdrawal  of  management  and  su- 
pervisory assistance  that  would  in 
many  cases  result  in  failure  or  heavy 
losses  to  the  remaining  owners.  Spe- 
cific facts  were  given  to  support 
this  part  of  the  plea. 


UA  District  Managers 
Huddle  with  Leserman 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

I  Leserman,    general    sales    manager, 
|  anonunced  over  the  week-end. 

Among  the  district  managers  at- 
I  tending  today's  meeting  will  be  Ed- 
9  ward  Schnitzer,  New  York;  Jack  D. 
S  Goldhar,  Detroit;  Fred  M.  Jack, 
1  Dallas;  T.  R.  Thompson,  Jr.,  Kansas 
*  City;  Rud  Lohrenz,  Chicago;  W.  E. 
Callaway,  Los  Angeles,  and  Dave 
H.  Coplan,  Toronto. 

Other  home  office  executives  in 
attendance  will  be  Harry  L.  Gold, 
Bert  M.  Stearn,  Paul  Lazarus,  Sr., 
Harry  Buckley,  Emanuel  Silverstone 
and  Paul  Lazarus,  Jr. 

Chief  topic  of  the  meeting  will 
be  the  discussion  of  sales  policies 
and  campaigns  on  the  company's  top 
Summer  releases,  such  as  Hunt 
Stromberg's  "Lady  of  Burlesque," 
Sol  Lesser's  "Stage  Door  Canteen," 
Walt  Disney's  "Victory  Through  Air 
Power,"  Andrew  Stone's  "Hi  Diddle 
I  Diddle,"  and  James  Cagney's  first 
1  UA  release,  "Johnny  Come  Lately." 


STORKS 


Detroit  —  Stanley  Malonowski  of 
National  Screen  Service  is  the 
father  of  a  new  son,  Walter  David. 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Fiank  Jelenko, 
M-G-M  Philadelphia  salesman,  is  the 
father  of  a  boy. 


% 
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▼  Y  ▼ 
Speahing  of  Essentials: 

•  •      •     EVER   since   Pearl    Harbor,   filmland  has   seen   volumes   of 

essentials, — each  decreed  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war 

Now   to  our  industry   has   come   what,   in    all   sincerity  and   accuracy, 

must   be   called   an    "essential    volume" We   mean   the   new    1943 

FILM    DAILY   YEAR   BOOK You    don't    have    to    go    through    any 

involve  mental  acrobatics  to  arrive  at  a  full  realization  of  its  value 
both  to  the  trade-at-large,  and  to  each  individual  within  the  business, 

irrespective  of  what  branch  he  or  she  is  serving There  is,  indeed, 

every  justification  for  terming  the  book  a  weapon,  militant,  yes  and 
military Here   is   why: 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  REPEATEDLY,  the  imperative  need  for  maximum  ef- 
ficiency on   the  home  front  has  been  enunciated On   that  front, 

the  film   industry   is  a  vital,  component   factor All   that  we   do, 

and  how  we  do  all,  has  an  effect  upon  the  domestic  wartime  scene 

Likewise,  filmland  is  a  definite  factor  on  the  fighting  fronts  abroad 

And,  again,  all  that  we  do,  and   how   we  do   that  all,  affects   events 

thereon,   because  it  affects   the  well-being  of  our  armed  forces 

The  motion   picture   industry   has   a    big  job    to   do,  and   is  doing   it 

well Contributing  to  its  effective  workings  is  the  aforementioned 

YEAR    BOOK The    volume    is    many -faceted    in    its    service    to 

efficiency,  which,  in   turn,  is  serving  to   bring  a  complete   and   rapid 

decision  over  the  foe No  single  volume  in  this  industry  can  even 

remotely  compare  with  the  YEAR  BOOK  for  reference  and  over-all 
information  about  the  trade It  is  filmland's  source  of  "Intelli- 
gence," just  as  branches  of  the  armed  forces  have  Intelligence  depart- 
ments  It  supplies  facts  which   make  planning  possible And 

never  in  industry  annals  must  planning  be  as  carefully  done  as  now, 

and   for   the   duration Therefore,   and   understandably ,  you   will 

find  the  YEAR  BOOK  ready  for  action  at  the  very  elbows  of  our  in- 
dustry men  and  women  who  are  militantly  toiling  in  home  office, 
studio,  exchange,  theater,  and  in  many  a  factory  furnishing  filmland's 
smews  for  use  both  at  home  and  abroad At  the  elbows  of  Wash- 
ington's officialdom,  the  rank  and  file  of  Government  branches,  and 
divisions  of  the  armed  forces,  the  YEAR  BOOK  also  stands,  ready  to 
speak  authoritatively  on   myriad   matters  concerning  motion   pictures. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  WHETHER  a  subject  in  question  be  News  Highlights,  In- 
dustry Statistics,  Foreign  Markets,  Film  Securities,  Exploitation,  Color 
Developments,  Labor,  Academy  Awards,  Box-Office  Champs  At  Army 
Theaters,  The  Ten  Best  Pictures,  Movies  At  War,  Theaters'  Essentiality, 
Conservation,  Hollywood  Victory  Committee,  WAC  Drives,  the  OWI 
Motion  Picture  Bureau,  what  the  principal  film  companies  are  doing  in 
the  war  effort.  Production  of  Features  and  Shorts,  Titles,  Credits,  Com- 
pany Personnel,  Exchanges,  MPPDA,  Exhibitor  Organizations,  Operations 
of  the  Arbitration  System,  Distribution  Percentages,  Theaters  (their 
location  and  seating  capacities),  Financial  Reports,  Equipment,  etc., 
you'll  find  it  in  the  YEAR  BOOK 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT  has  said:  "The  American 
motion  picture  is  one  of  our  most  effective  media  in  informing  and 

entertaining    our   citizens" To    the    1943    FILM   DAILY    YEAR 

BOOK  is  entrusted  the  job  of  informing  all  those  who  administer, 
make,  distribute  and  exhibit  the  American  motion  picture 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


WAR  SERVICE 

. .  .on  the  Film  Front 


Rochester — Float  in  the  parade  here  mark- 
ing  the    presentation   of   the    Minute    Man 
Flag  to   the  city  was   constructed   and   en- 
tered by  the  War  Activities  Committee  oL 
Rochester    theaters.      Representatives    fraT* 
downtown  houses  marched   in  the  parad% 

Rochester — To  further  aid  the  war  effort, 
the  five  houses  in  the  RKO-Paramount- 
Comerford  pool  will  set  up  booths  to  take 
registrations  for  Victory  Shifts  at  local  war 
plants,  according  to  Jay  Golden,  city  man- 
ager for  the  theaters. 

.  .  .  —  V  —  .  .  . 

Century's  Patio  Theater  in  Brooklyn  staged 
a  gigantic  Bond  rally  Thursday  night,  and 
a  total  of  $850,000  worth  of  Bonds  were 
sold.  The  purpose  of  the  drive  was  to  gain 
enough  money  to  purchase  two  submarine 
chasers,  and  when  the  nearly  2,000  persons 
who  had  bought  a  War  Bond  as  their  price 
of  admission  left  the  house  early  Friday, 
this  became  a  reality  instead  of  a  goal. 
.  .  ._  V.  ..— 

Omaha — Final  report  by  Chairman  Joe 
Kinsky  reveals  theaters  in  the  Omaha  area 
collected  $28,135.69  during  the  national 
Red  Cross  drive  in  early  April.  This  terri- 
tory covers  Eastern  Nebraska,  Western  Iowa 
and    Southern    South    Dakota. 


Buenos  Aires  Studios 
Get  U.  S.  Stock  for  15 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

istry  of  agriculture  expropriated 
the  film  immediately  upon  its  ar- 
rival so  as  to  prevent  speculation 
and  to  distribute  it  on  a  fair  basis. 
The  footage  is  understood  to  have 
been  made  available  to  the  indus- 
try as  the  result  of  appeals  made 
to  the  Government  of  Argentina, 
the  American  ambassador,  the  Hays 
office  and  the  public. 

The  Argentine  Academy  of  Sci- 
ence and  Arts  won  the  public's  sup- 
port through  an  advertisement 
placed  in  the  leading  newspapers 
and  union  publications.  The  ad  was 
signed  by  all  the  country's  film 
organizations. 


Episcopal  Guild  Re-elects 

Vinton  Freedley,  president  and 
other  officers  of  the  Episcopal  Ac- 
tors Guild  were  re-elected  on  Fri- 
day at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
organization  at  the  Lyceum  Theater. 


Teresa  Bock's  Father  Dies 

Father  of  Teresa  Bock  of  The 
Film  Daily's  advertising  department 
died  suddenly  Friday  at  his  East- 
hampton,  L.  I.,  home.  Death  was 
due  to  a  heart  attack,  following  a 
two-year  illness. 


50  Essaness  Employes 
Now  in  Armed  Forces 

Chicago — Essaness  circuit  service 
flag  now  has  50  stars,  including  three 
WAACS. 


In  LESS  than  SIX  MONTHS 
MORE  than  6000  Exhibitors 
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have  signed  for  RKO- Radio's 


ew  Ticket-Selling  Series 


Released 


Released 


PRIVATE 
SMITH 

The  warm  human  story  of 
what  happens  to  the  aver- 
age selectee  his  first  thir- 
teen weeks  in  the  army 


Released 


AIR 


ARMY 

CHAPLAIN      CREW 


The  dramatic  action  story 
of  these  noble  and  heroic 
"Quartermasters  of  the 
Spirit"  of  all  faiths 


The  exciting  Navy  tech- 
nique of  training  and  weld- 
ing together  a  fighting  team 
of  up -and -at -them  fliers 


Released 


Released 


Released 


WOMEN 
AT  ARMS 

How  the  mothers,  wives  and 
daughters  of  America  are 
courageously  fighting  the 
battle  of  the  home  front 


R00MT0WN, 
D.C. 

A  boy  and  a  girl  explore  the 
other  side  of  picture  post- 
card Washington  with 
highly  entertaining  results 


MEDICINE 
ON  GUARD 

Graphic  portrayal  of  how 
America's  health  problems 
caused  by  the  doctor  short- 
age are  being  solved 


Released  May  7 

MERCHANT 
SEAMEN 

Revealing  story  of  how 
America's  unsung  heroes  of 
the  deep  train  to  keep  our 
overseas  lifelines  operating 

In  Production 

LIEUTENANT 
SMITH 

'  Private  Smith"  shows  what 
a  lough  but  exciting  job  it 
is  to  win  a  commission  in 
this  man's  army 


A  NEW  RELEASE  EVERY  FOUR  WEEKS 
Produced  by  Frederic  Ullman,  jr. 
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Trade  Agenda  Up  At 
Allied  Board  Meet 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

tion  of  official  films,  16  mm.  and 
non-theatrical,  and  organization  af- 
fairs. 

Board  members  started  register- 
ing at  headquarters  over  the  week- 
end and  all  delegates  are  expected 
here  by  today.  Marking  the  initial 
representation  of  the  Coast  group, 
Hugh  W.  Bruen  and  Rotus  Harvey, 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
ITO,  will  attend  as  observers. 

In  addition  to  discussing  Myers' 
report,  the  board  is  scheduled  to 
consider  exhibitor  experience  under 
the  New  York  decree  selling  provis- 
ions and  arbitration.  Board's  stand 
as  between  amending  and  retaining 
the  decree  or  divorcement  and  disso- 
lution may  be  determined  and  for- 
mulations of  recommendations,  if 
any,  to  be  submtited  to  the  Attorney 
General  is  ex- 
pected to  wind 
up  that  part 
of  the  meet- 
ing. 

Under  oper- 
ant i  n  g  prob- 
lems, the  agen- 
da embraces  a 
survey  of  man- 
power condi- 
tions in  sev- 
eral territor- 
ies, a  review 
of  actions 
ABRAM  F.  MYERS  taken    by    Al- 

lied and  other 
interests,  and  discussions  of  possible 
further  steps  to  be  taken.  Fuel 
shortage  prospects  for  next  "Winter 
with  attendant  conversion  problems 
are  to  be  considered.  Raw  stock  al- 
locations of  the  WPB  order  will  be 
brought  to  the  front  and  the  Board 
is  expected  to  determine  whether 
there  is  any  justification  for  the  print 
shortage  in  view  of  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  features  and  shorts 
released. 

A  report  of  the  Caravan  Commit- 
tee and  territorial  reports  as  to  con- 
ditions will  highlight  the  film  prices 
discussions.  The  Allied  bulletin  of 
April  8  and  the  use  to  be  made  of 
information  it  contained  will  be  con- 
sidered, along  with  the  prices  of 
re-issues. 

Following  scheduled  discussion  on 
the  distribution  of  official  films  and 
16  mm.  and  non-theatricals,  the 
board  is  expected  to  hear  territor- 
ial reports  regarding  approval  of 
revised  quotas,  prospects  for  new 
units  in  non-Allied  localities  and  a 
discussion  of  the  need  for  effective 
co-operation  between  units. 

Other  matters  of  general  interest 
that  may  be  proposed  by  directors 
or  observers  will  wind  up  the  ses- 
sion. 


Fokine  Tab  for  Film  Houses 

A  special  one-hour  version  of 
the  Fokine  Ballet,  with  a  company 
of  35,  is  in  preparation  for  film 
presentation  houses.  Michael  Kal- 
lesser  has  placed  the  Fokine  Ballet 
under  his  management  for  a  five- 
year  period. 


mmm    0f    Mm    fiim 


"Follow  the  Band" 

with  Leon  Errol,  Eddie  Quiilan 
Universal  61  Mins. 

THIS  MUSICAL  SHOULD  GO  OVER 
WELL  WITH  FAMILY  AUDIENCES; 
PLENTY   OF   ROMANCE  AND  COMEDY. 

In  "Follow  the  Band"  Universal  gives 
further  proof  it  has  mastered  the  formula 
of  turning  out  pleasant  little  comedies  for 
the  family  trade.  The  youngsters  and  their 
parents  should  derive  a  lot  of  fun  out  of 
tnis  modest  musical.  Again  love,  comedy  and 
music  are  jumbled  together  into  a  produc- 
tion which,  though  inconsequential,  reaches 
its  goal  nicely  and  quickly.  The  direction 
of  Jean  Yarbrough  doesn't  give  the  action 
a  chance  to  lag  in  the  Paul  Malvern  pro- 
duction. 

Musical  talent  is  generously  scattered 
rnrougn  rhe  picture.  Leading  the  parade 
are  Frances  Langford,  Kay  Eberle,  Skinnay 
ennis.  Hilo  Hattie,  Alvino  Rey  and  his  or- 
chestra, the  King  Sisters,  the  King's  Men, 
the  Bombardiers.  These  names  put  on  a 
good,  snappy  show.  Leon  Errol  and  Eddie 
Quiilan  carry  the  comedy  burden.  Leo  Car- 
nilo  makes  a  hit  with  a  comedy  bit  that 
wni  have  the  customers  in  stitches. 

Quiilan  is  a  country  bumpkin  in  love 
wirn  the  farmer's  daughter  (Anne  RooneyJ. 
He  has  a  rival  in  Bob  Mitchum.  To  get 
quiilan  out  ot  the  way  Mitchum  suggests 
io  tne  gals  pop  (Samuel  S.  Hinds)  that  the 
tad  be  sent  to  New  York  to  talk  the  dairy- 
men s  association  into  taking  the  farmer 
into  its  membership.  While  he  is  in  New 
York  waiting  to  see  the  head  of  the  asso- 
ciation (Kussell  Hicks)  Quiilan,  a  trombone 
nut,  is  inveigled  into  joining  a  struggling 
band.  His  trombone  work  makes  the  band 
a  success.  Complications  arise  when  Mary 
Beth  Hughes  tries  to  keep  him  from  going 
back  to  the  farm  by  flashing  her  feminine 
wiles.  There  follows  a  break  with  Miss 
Kooney.  The  girl  is  about  to  be  married  to 
Mitchum  when  everything  is  explained  satis- 
factorily. 

CAST:  Leon  Errol,  Eddie  Quiilan,  Mary 
Beth  Hughes,  Skinnay  Ennis,  Anne  Rooney, 
Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Ben  Bartlett,  Irving  Bacon, 
Kussell  Hicks,  Frank  Coghlan,  Jr.,  Jean 
Ames,  Paul  Dubov,  Bob  Mitchum,  Isabel 
Randolph,  Leo  Carrillo,  Frances  Langford, 
Kay  Eberle,  Hilo  Hattie,  Alvino  Rey  and  or- 
chestra, King  Sisters,  King's  Men,  Bom- 
bardiers. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'China'  First  Newark  Week 
100%  Above  Average 


Without  benefit  of  support  from  a 
stage  attraction  and  despite  air  raid 
blackouts  on  two  succeeding  nights 
at  the  peak  of  evening  business, 
Para.'s  "China"  hit  a  gross  of  100 
per  cent  above  average  at  the  Para- 
mount, Newark,  N.  J.,  in  its  first 
week,  ending  Friday  night,  the  home 
office  reported  over  the  week-end. 
It  was  said  that  the  pic  will  just 
about  beat  the  record  gross  rolled 
up  by  "Star  Spangled  Rhythm"  in 
its  first  stanza;  latter  pic  was  aided 
by  the  Feb.  22  holiday. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Unusual  Occupations" 

(Number  L2-4) 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

Strong  on  Novelty 

Audiences  will  get  a  big  kick  out 
of  nearing  via  the  current  issue  the 
actual  voices  of  P.  T.  Barnum, 
Kuaoiph  Valentino,  Admiral  Peary, 
ineoaore  Roosevelt,  and  the  sound- 
ing by  Kenneth  Landfrey  on  the 
Dugie  the  same  call,  on  the  same  in- 
strument, whicn  sent  the  Light 
Brigade  into  its  famous  cnarge.  It 
is  all  accomplished  by  old-time 
records  culled,  preservea  and  tran- 
scribed by  George  R.  Vincent,  protege 
of  Tnomas  Hidison.  Other  scenes  are 
oi  getting  tne  ciicus  ready  for  its  an- 
nual tour;  tne  hnng  of  tne  tradition- 
al midday  gun  in  Ottawa;  and  tne 
manufactures  of  brushes  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 


"The  Boy  and  the  Wolf" 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Good 

The  fable  of  the  boy  who  cried 
wolf  is  retold  in  extremely  amusing 
fasnion  in  this  Technicolor  cartoon, 
the  setting  is  Mexican.  The  boy, 
an  amusing  little  devil,  fools  his  dog 
several  times.  When  the  wolf  really 
comes,  to  prey  on  his  sheep  the  kid 
has  a  tough  time  convincing  the 
hound  of  his  peril.  The  dog  is  a 
very  funny  character.  The  subject 
nas  been  well  done. 


"The  Beach  Command" 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 

Paramount  9  Mins. 

Revealing,  Inspiring 

How  thoroughly  Uncle  Sam  has 
taken  over  for  Army  air  training  the 
vacation  paradise  of  Miami  beach 
is  shown.  But  the  impressive  part 
of  the  reel  is  the  routine  which  goes 
on  to  make  men  into  airmen.  They 
are  revealed  in  physical  upbuilding, 
as  well  as  in  and  en  route  to  class- 
rooms for  mental  upbuilding.  Com- 
mando games  are  practiced,  there 
are  constant  drills,  and  all  the  other 
polishing  necessary  to  making  U.  S. 
dyers  literally  "aces  all."  The  sub- 
ject is  well  conceived  and  well  made, 
and  ranks  with  the  most  attention- 
getting  of  the  veteran  producer's 
efforts. 


"Romantic   Nevada" 

(FitzPatrick  Traveltalk) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Good 

Nevada  gets  a  quick  once-over  in 
this  short,  which  devotes  most  of 
its  time  to  Reno,  with  inevitable 
emphasis  on  the  city's  chief  indus- 
try, the  severing  of  marital  ties. 
Much  attention  is  given  also  to  the 
city's  gambling  activities.  The  film 
is  in  Technicolor  that  brings  out  all 
the  beauty  of  the  state's  scenic 
wonders.     A  good  booking. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

FORREST  ORR,   termer,  20th-Fox. 
rtEED     HADLEY,     termer,     20th-Fox. 
HERBERT    EVERS,    termer,   20th-Fox. 


■* 


ASSIGNMENTS 

ACNES      CHRISTINE      JOHNSTON,      screen4 
"Henry    Aldrich's    Code    of    Honor,"    ?W§> 
mount. 

SHERMAN   SCOTT,   untitled  "Lone   Rider,"   PRC 

<AY   SHROCK,   "Career  Girls,"   PRC. 

iDCAR  ULMER  and  CHARLES  HENKEL.  edi- 
tors,  "Tidal   Wave,"   PRC. 

OLIVER  DRAKE,  two  "Texas  Rangers"  pictures 
Alexander  Stern,   for  PRC. 

CASTINGS 

SHEILA  RYAN,  "The  Cirls  He  Left  Behind,' 
(replacing  Linda  Darnell),  20th-Fox;  MAMA 
MONTEZ,  "Phantom  Lady,"  Universal;  HERBERT 
EVERS,  "Guadalcanal  Diary,"  20th-Fox;  J 
CARROLL  NAISH,  "Strange  Music,"  RKO;  ROB- 
ERT RYAN  and  GEORCE  CIVOT,  "Behind  thf 
Rising  Sun,"  RKO;  KIM  HUNTER,  "The  Seventh 
Victim,"  RKO;  ERNEST  TRUEX  and  ALAN 
DINEHART,  "Fired  Wife,"  Universal;  JACK 
MARTIN,  "This  Land  is  Mine,"  RKO;  DON 
DOUGLAS  and  CLORIA  HOLDEN,  "Behind  thi 
Rising  Sun,"  RKO;  ADELE  MARA,  NEILA  HART 
VI  ATHENS,  EDDY  CHANDLER,  EDDIE  HALL 
MINA  CUNARD,  "Right  Guy,"  Columbia. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

KURT  NEUMANN'S  "Vampires  of  London,' 
Columbia. 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

From1  "McLeod's  Folly"  to  "Johnny  Come  Late 
ly,'  Cagney-UA. 

REOPTIONED 

JULIAN  JOHNSON,  story  editor,  20th-ox. 

RESIGNED 

VICTOR  SAVILLE,  producer,  M-G-M.  (effectiv. 
in   June). 

SCHEDULED 

"Salute  to  a  Lady,"  from  "Truth  in  Demand,' 
producer,    Robert    T.    Kane,    20th-Fox. 

"Vampires  of  London,"  writer-director,  KUR1 
NEUMANN;    producer,   SAM    WHITE. 


RKO  Mat  Service  Gives 
"Exclusives"  to  Dailies 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

publicity  head.  Through  the  nev 
service,  exclusive  material  will  g< 
to  each  newspaper.  First  subject  is 
"Flight  to  Freedom,"  and  was  sen 
to  150  newspapers  in  85  key  cities 
Charles  Levy,  head  of  RKO  Radio'! 
special  features  department,  is  ii 
charge  of  mat  material's  prepara 
tion. 

The  new  service  is  distinct  fron 
company's  standard  publicity  ma 
mailings  sent  weekly  to  over  50( 
small-town  newspapers  under  direc 
tion  of  Fred  Schaefer. 


Saville  Leaving  Metro; 
To  Produce  on  His  Own 


West   Coast   Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAI  LI 

Hollywood — Victor  Saville,  Brit 
ish  producer  and  director,  Frida; 
asked  for  and  secured  release  fron 
his  contract  with  Metro-Goldwyn 
Mayer,  terminating  a  six-year  asso 
ciation  with  the  company,  in  orde 
to  devote  his  efforts  to  individua 
production.  Saville's  release  was  ar 
ranged  through  amicable  negotiz 
tions. 


londay,  May  3,  1943 
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-  'Ian  to  Safeguard 
(ey  Theater  Workers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
*l[e  believed  readying  a  broad,  com- 
vhensive    program    to    present    to 
MC. 
Xo  deferment  from  military   ser- 

e  for  theater  employes  will  be 
•ht,  as  theater  men  are  aware 
seeking  such  a  status  will  only 

rease  their  chances  of  getting 
iv  where  with  the  manpower 
jency,  which  has  shown  no  inclina- 
m  toward  being  lenient  with  the- 
irs. What  is  sought  is,  in  sub- 
iince,  the  declaration  of  certain  the- 
er  employes   as  essential  workers 

an  essential  service  in  order  that 
ey  may  be  protected  from  employ- 
ent  recruiting  by  other  essential 
iployers  and  from  potential  forced 
b  shifts  under  Government  regu- 
tion. 

In  other  words,  WMC  will  be  asked  to 
■  rd  these  workers  all  the  benefits  accorded 
lers  in  jobs  which  the  commission  has 
;tned  essential,  except  that  they  will  not  be 
ruled  to  occupational  deferment  from  mill- 
service.  No  changes  in  the  "non-defer- 
]  "   listings   as   they   affect   the  industry   will 

sought. 
Essentia]  classification  for  these  seven  jobs 
,1  be  sought :  projectionists,  projectionists- 
uagers.  managers  and  assistant  managers, 
uipment  maintenance  technicians,  circuit 
leers,    circuit    executives    and    circuit    man- 


■\Vhat    the    industry    representatives    will    be 
'ing,   in  effect,   is  attempting  to  obtain   from 
MC    a    beneficent    clarification     of    the    so- 
iled    "twilight     zone,"     in     order    that    em- 
.es    who     are    neither     listed     as    essential 
essential    activities    nor    non-deferable    will 
ve   a   clear   picture  of   their   status. 
tit     successful,     they     will     have    established 
iir    right     to     resist     all    attempts,    through 
ivernment    agencies    or    on    the    part    of    pri- 
le    business,    to    take   workers    from    theaters 

•  jobs  which  WMC  has  blessed  with  an 
Sential  status.  Evidence  of  many  such 
empts  will  be  produced  by  the  industry 
>resentatives  to  prove  the  need  for  pro- 
■tion. 

|  lit    is    expected    that    the    case    of    theaters 

•  such  consideration  will  be  based  upon 
;ir  function  as  a  communications  agency  of 
Que  to  the  war  effort.  It  will  be  pointed 
t.    in    effect,    that    the   granting   of    essential 

ssifications.  to  studio  and  newsreel  person- 
1  shows  that  WMC  is  aware  of  the  im- 
Ttance  of  this  function  but  has  not  been 
llistic  in  its  refusal  to  see  that  without 
mpetent  theater  personnel  to  get  produc- 
jtis  to  the  screen  the  work  of  the  studio  and 
wsreel  personnel  will  not  adequately  be 
?-ented    to    the    public. 

It  will  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  ad- 
tted  value  of  motion  pictures  to  the  morale 
military  personnel  would  be  endangered 
the  nation's  17,000  theaters,  or  any  large 
Ttion  of  them,  is  forced  to  suspend  opera- 
ns.  It  is  the  public  support  of  the  indus- 
',  through  these  theaters,  which  makes  pos- 
•le  the  quality  entertainment  offered  the 
ilitary,  WMC  will  be  told. 



rO  Convention  to  Consider 
"  s  Rationing  and  Manpower 

Columbus,  0. — Gas  rationing's  ef- 
ct    on    small    town    theaters,    the 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


)NALD    RITCH,    shipper,    Buffalo. 
•DIE     McBRIDE,     manager,     Colonial,      Elmira, 
N.  Y. 

CHARD    LANGE,    RKO    exchange    sales    repre- 
sentative, Los  Angeles. 

TO  WAR  WORK  

T.   "BOB"   LEITNER,    manager.   Star   Theater, 
Arcadia,   Fla. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

CLINTON  H.  RABBIT,  Air  Corps,  formerly  chief 
usher,  Loew's  Prospect,  Flushing,  N.  Y., 
commissioned    a    2nd    lieutenant. 

HERBERT     WILLIAM     (BILL)     COLDSTEIN,    Air 
Corps,   son   of  Jack   W.    Goldstein,    National 
Screen    Service    manager,    Buffalo,    commis- 
sioned  a   2nd   lieutenant. 
—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

2nd  LT.  C.  HOLDS  KENNAHAN,  USA,  formerly 
Warners'  publicity  department,  promoted  to 
1st    lieutenant. 

ROBFRT    DANE,    Coast    Cuard,    former   manager, 


Shea's    Niagara    Theater,    Buffalo,    promoted 
to    pharmacist's    mate    third   class. 

*  ARMY  * 

TOM  ROBERTS,  manager,  Colonial,  Elmira,  N. 
Y. 

FRANK  NEWMEISTER,  shipper,  Universal,  Buf- 
falo. 

FRANK  MURPHY,  manager,  Loew's  State,  Syra- 
cuse,   N.   Y. 

NICK  SANDERSON,  assistant  manager,  Erlanger, 
Buffalo. 

JOSEPH    ZISOOK,    M-C-M,   Chicago. 

MARTIN   SHAGKIN,   M-G-M,  Chicago. 

EARL  POTTER,   assistant  manager,  State,   Miami. 


Theaters  Have  Collected 
1,164,727  Pounds  of  Copper 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

country.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Francis  S.  Harmon  and  Arthur  May- 
er of  the  WAC  and  Allen  G.  Smith 
of  the  WPB  amusements  section,  cop- 
per collections  from  theaters  have 
reached  a  total  indicative  that  the 
final  totals  will  soar  far  above  the  ex- 
pectations of  any  of  these  men  when 
the  drive  got  under  way  last  De- 
cember. 

Reports  from  12  per  cent  of  the 
participating  theaters  showed  total 
collections  —  through  April  20  —  of 
1,164,727  pounds  of  copper.  This  in- 
cluded drippings  and  strippings  col- 
lected through  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  Altec  Service  Co.,  the 
Independent  Theater  Supply  Deal- 
ers Associations  and  others. 


NSS  Exec.  Uraes  Exhibs. 
To  Enlarge  Ad  Budgets 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — That  exhibitors  should 
enlarge  their  advertising  budgets  in 
keeping  with  the  fine  quality  pic- 
tures now  coming  from  Hollywood 
was  a  point  stressed  by  George  Dem- 
bow,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales,  at  the  opening  session  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service's  Western  di- 
vision meeting  here  on  Friday. 


current  manpower  situation,  the 
trend  towards  fewer  features  and 
fewer  prints,  film  rentals  admission 
prices  and  anticipated  post-war 
problems  will  come  in  for  discus- 
sion at  the  ITO  of  Ohio  convention 
at  the  Deshler-Wallick  Hotel  on  May 
11-12,  it  was  announced  over  the 
week-end. 

Convention  banquet  will  be  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  opening  day, 
after  which  Para.'s  "Five  Graves  to 
Cairo"  will  be  screened,  through  the 
courtesv  of  Neil  Aernew.  A  buffet 
will  follow  at  the  Variety  Club. 

Convention  speakers  will  include 
Abram  F.  Myers.  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
W.  F.  Rodgers.  H.'  M.  Ri^hey,  Bob 
O'Donnell  and  Governor  Bricker,  the 
latter  attending  the  banquet. 

Exhibitors  traveling  by  train  to 
the  convention  are  being  advised  to 
make  the  trip  24  hours  earlier,  due 
to  transportation  difficulties. 


First  of  Capra  "The  War" 
Series  Released  Saturday 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  Corps. 
Title  of  the  series  is  "The  War." 
Produced  under  direction  of  Lt.  Col. 
Frank  Capra,  the  films  will  be  two 
reels  in  length,  with  two  editions 
released  each  month.  The  project 
which  has  been  referred  to  heretofore 
as  a  "newsreel,"  is  an  undertaking 
of  the  Army's  Special  Service  Di- 
vision and  Signal  Corps,  working 
closely  with  other  branches  of  the 
Army,  as  well  as  with  the  Navy  and 
the  Marine  Corps. 

Industry  fears  that  this  project 
would  serve  the  function  of  news- 
reels  appear  groundless,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  first  four  editions 
are  already  completed  and  cleared — 
thus  eliminating  the  possibility  of 
covering  any  spot  news  events.  The 
series  has  been  referred  to  as  "screen 
magazine,"  and  the  Army  is  appar- 
ently anxious  that  the  word  "orien- 
tation" is  used.  Public  showing  is 
banned  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
film. 

The  print  order  has  not  yet  been 
definitely  set.  The  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  will  receive  masters,  from 
which  they  will  make  prints  to  fill 
their  own  needs.  Each  arm  of  the 
service,  through  this  series,  will  be 
kept  posted  on  what  the  other  arms, 
as  well  as  men  in  their  own  uniforms 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  are  do- 
ing. A  large  portion  of  the  foot- 
age will  be  of  a  restricted  military 
nature. 

Series  release  will  not  mean  stop- 
ping the  regular  use  of  newsreels 
in  Army  Posts  here  nor  the  use  of 
the  OWI  United  Newsreel  in  for- 
eign theaters  of  war.  Assembling 
of  the  pix  will  be  handled  by  Col- 
onel Capra,  assisted  by  Lt.  Col. 
Emanuel  Cohen,  with  material  sub- 
mitted regularly  by  various  divis- 
ions of  the  Army,  the  Navy  and  the 
Marine  Corps. 


Circuit  Theater  Tax 
Bill  Hoppered  in  Florida 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

$300  for  each  theater  in  chains  of 
five  or  more,  and  then  graduate  up 
to  $1,500  on  each  theater  in  chains 
of  50  or  more.  The  measure  if 
passed  would  raise  a  fund  of  $350,- 
000  for  old  age  pensions  and  aid  to 
dependent  children,  its  proponents 
assert. 


Mellell  and  Smith 
At  MPTOA's  Confab 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

tors  at  the  Hotel  Astor  tomorrow. 
The  status  of  priorities,  availability 
of  equipment  and  other  matters  af- 
fecting the  exhibitors'  wartime  op- 
erations will  be  discussed  with  Lo- 
well Mellett,  chief  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Bureau  of  the  OWI  and  Al- 
len G.  Smith,  chief  of  the  Amuse- 
ment Section  of  the  WPB. 

Besides  Ed  Kuykendall,  president, 
other  officers  who  will  attend  the 
two-day  meeting  include  Mitchell 
Wolfson,  M.  A.  Lightman,  E.  C. 
Beatty,  vice-presidents;  Morris  Loe- 
wenstein,  secretary;  Walter  Vincent, 
treasurer.  Among  the  board  mem- 
bers who  will  be  on  hand  ^re:  J.  M. 
Hone,  Spyros  Skouras,  Major  Leslie 
Thompson,  Sidney  Lust,  Lewen  Pi- 
zor,  Leonard  Goldenson,  Samuel  Pi- 
nanski,  Fred  Wehrenberg,  Roy 
Rowe,  R.  R.  Biechele,  Max  Cohen, 
Ed  Fay,  H.  V.  Harvey,  A.  C.  Hay- 
man,  James  Shanklin,  O.  C.  Lam, 
Arthur  Lockwood. 

Kuykendall  arrives  in  town  today. 


Only  45  Foreign  Pix 
Released  Here  In  1942 


A  marked  falling  off  in  foreign 
pictures  last  year  resulted  in  the 
fewest  motion  picture  feature  re- 
lease offerings  since  1917,  it  is 
shown  by  the  forthcoming  1943 
FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK.  Dur- 
ing 1942  features  released  to  U.  S. 
theaters  totaled  533.  Of  these,  488 
were  produced  in  this  country  and 
45  imported.  Comparable  figure  for 
1941  was  598  with  492  U.  S.  made 
and  106  imported. 

Hollywood  production  held  up 
last  year  with  376  features  pro- 
duced compared  with  1941's  379 
total. 

Imported  features  reached  a  high 
of  314  in  1938  but,  due  to  the  war, 
have  fallen  off  each  year  to  reach 
a  new  low  last  year.  Imports  in 
1939  were  278;  1940,  196  and  1941, 
106. 

England  supplied  19  of  the  1942 
imports;  Russia,  11;  Sweden,  five; 
France,  four;  China,  two  and  Greece, 
Norway  and  Germany  each  one. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


MRS  HELEN  BURNSTINE,  manager,  State  and 
Southtown    Theaters,    Springfield,    III. 

VERA  B.  WILSON,  Eastman  Kodak  public  rela- 
tions staff,  Rochester. 

MRS.  LUELLA  EPPS,  doorlady,  Majestic,  Fort 
Worth. 

RITA  HUGHES,  booker's  stenographer,  M-G-M, 
Seattle. 

MRS.  ROSE  ROBERTS,  ad  clerk,  Universal,  Buf- 
falo. 

CALLIE  LAND  and  MAYE  GOSNEY,  cashiers, 
Majestic,   Fort  Worth. 

MARJORIE  SPRAGUE,  assistant  manager,  State, 
Miami. 


a 
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And  Still  Champ.. 

Still  meeting  and  beating  all  comers  ...  at  his  weight . . .  any  weight . . .  under 
any  conditions  ...  no  conditions  . .  .  Queensbury  rules  ...  no  rules  . . . 
BUT  ALWAYS  FOR  A  BIG  PURSE . . .  that's  why  the  smartest  showmen  all 
have  a  bet  down  on  him  .  .  .  his  advertising  wallops  always  connect  .  .  .  his 
trailer  attack  is  terrific  .  .  .  his  lobby  strategy  is  immense  .  .  .  his  marquee  up- 
percuts  are  right  on  the  button  ...  he  deals  mighty  jabs  at  the  prospect's  bank- 
roll .  .  .  and  soon  has  sales  resistance  on  the  ropes  ...  on  the  canvas  ...  on 
the  way  out  .  .  .  then  up  again  .  .  .  and  bleeding  freely  at  the  pocketbook 
.  .  .  He's  the  fastest,  surest,  most  economical  little  fighter  for  big  jack  that 
there  is  in  show  business  .  .  .  Get  a  bet  down  on  him  .  .  .  and  collect  pretty. 

nflTionni  w?fc^0£  service 

S^y  prize  oner  or  the  mousrRv 
STANDARD     ACCESSORIES     •     SPECIALTY     ACCESSORIES     •     TRAILER! 


r  ILL  \*\jr  t 


'     DO  N  OT  R  E  M  O  V  E: 

Court  Sets  May  19  Hearing  on  "t7"  Merger  Plan 

(See  Columns  2-3  Below) 


ntimate    in    Character 

nternational   in   Scope 

'ndependent    in    Thought 
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!0TH-F0X'S  NET  SOARS  TO  $10,609,784 

Zrescent  Offers  Own  Reorg.  Plan  Under  Decree 


efendants  Ask  That  They 
ot  Be  Taxed  With  Cost  of 
fitnesses  for  Government 


By  P.  R.  RUSSELL 

1LM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Nashville,  Tenn. — A  proposed  plan 
r  reorganization  under  court  decree 

be  filed  Thursday  and  a  plea  that 
fendant  exhibitors  and  United 
"lists  should  not  be  taxed  with  the 
st  of  Gevernment  witnesses  were 
fitained   in   a   series   of   objections 

the    decree   filed   by    counsel   for 
escent  Amusement  Co.  and  made 
blic   over   the   week-end. 
The  defendants'  proposed  plan  of 

{Continued  on   Page  9) 


(tor's  Wage  Ceiling 
3  Be  Weekly  Pay! 


vhington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Although  there  has 
t  yet  been  any  formal  decision, 
nember  of  the  salary  stabilization 
lit  of  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Reve- 
le  yesterday  predicted  that  the 
|  reau  will,  when  figuring  ceiling 
laries,  set  their  figures  on  tbe  basis 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


TS-Bludworth  Join 
rith  Change  of  Name 


31udworth,  Inc.,  makers  of  precis- 
ji  instruments  and  special  sound 
jirices,  has  been  merged,  as  of 
foil  30,  with  National  Theatre  Sup- 
!*  Co.,  it  is  formally  announced  by 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Production  Slachens 
With  Only  4  Starting 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Production  pace  slack- 
ens this  week,  with  only  four  new 
pix  starting  jn  local  studios,  making 
the  total  shooting  45.      New  start- 

♦  ers  are  Columbia's  "The  Clock  Struck 
Twelve,"  mystery  drama;  20th-Fox's 
"Claudia,"  Cagney's  "Johnny  Come 
Lately". for  UA  and  Warners'  "The 

i  Penracle." 


«nw 


U"  MERGER  PLAN  GOES  TO  COURT 

Stock   Cancellation,  Redemption,   Retirement  and   "Exchange 
Among    Features — Would    Terminate    Posen    Suit 


The  New  York  Supreme  Court 
yesterday  was  asked  to  rule  on  the 
fairness  of  plan  to  merge  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  into  Universal 
Corp.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Wil- 
liam T.  Collins  ordered  all  stock- 
holders notified  and  set  May  19  for 
a  hearing  on  any  objections  to  the 
consummation  of  the  proposals.  Uni- 
versal was  represented  by  J.  Alvin 
Van  Bergh. 

The   plan,   details    of   which   were 


submitted  to  the  court,  would  ter- 
minate the  minority  stockholders' 
suit,  Posen  vs.  Universal  Pictures, 
et  al.  Its  purpose  is  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  operations  and  to  re- 
duce expenses  through  the  simpli- 
fication of  the  corporate  organiza- 
tion which  will  eliminate  duplicating 
and  over-lapping  activities  and  also 
to  make  the  company's  earnings 
more  readily  available  to  its  stock- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


$5,687,858  Gain  is  Jump  Of 
More  Than  100%;  Current 
Assets  Reach  $50,441,959 


UA  Withdraws  Olfer 
For  Korda's  Slock 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — It  is  reliably  learned 
that  United  Artists  Corp.  recently 
withdrew  its  offer  of  £125,000  in 
English  money  for  Sir  Alexander 
Korda's  stock  and  it  is  strongly  be- 
lieved it  will  not  make  a  new  offer. 
It  is  reported  that  Korda  has  set  a 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


111.  Allied  Wants  Gov't 
To  Do  Anti-Vandal  Short 


Chicago — Juvenile  vandalism  con- 
tinues to  be  a  major  exhibition  prob- 
lem here.  So  much,  that  Allied 
Theaters  of  Illinois  executives  plan 
to  ask  the  Government  to  turn  out 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


See  Pix's  Manpower 
Relief  Up  lo  Public 


Washington  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — More  and  more  it 
appears  that  any  relief  in  the  in- 
dustry's manpower  difficulty  will  be 
achieved  only  through  a  strong  cam- 
paign to  impress  the  public  with  the 
vital  work  it  is  doing  in  the  war 
effort.  Washington  is  fading  out  of 
the  picture  so  far  as  Selective  Service 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Winn  Named  UA  Buffalo 
Boston,  New  Haven  Mar. 

James  Winn  has  been  named 
United  Artists  district  manager 
supervising  Buffalo,  Boston  and  New 
Haven  territories,  formerly  handled 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


RKO  Stock  Over-subscribed 

Investment  Interests  Acquire  RCA  Holdings 


May  Eliminate  Marquee 
Lighting  Over  Entire  U.  S. 

Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  "DAILY 

Washington  —  Theater  marquee 
and  other  exterior  lighting  will  be 
cut  to  a  minimum  or  completely  elim- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


RKO  stock  formerly  held  by  RCA 
and  Rockefeller  Center,  Inc.,  which 
was  purchased  by  a  syndicate  head- 
ed by  Dillon,  Read  &  Co.  has  been 
oversubscribed,  it  was  reported  yes- 
terday. Dillon,  Read  closed  its  books 
on  the  secondard  offering  and  indi- 
cated that  th«  purchases  had  been 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 


Consolidated  net  profit  of  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  and 
subsidiaries  (except  Roxy  Theater, 
Inc.)  was  $10,609,784,  for  1942  a 
jump  of  $5,687,858  over  1941's 
$4,921,929,  the  company  reported 
yesterday.  This  is  equal  to  $5.30  per 
share  of  common  stock,  compared 
with  $2.03  a  share  the  year  before. 

Taxes  for  the  year  are  estimated 

at  $7,460,000  of  which  $4,850,000  is 

normal   and    surtax    and    $2,900,000, 

less    post-war   refund    of    $2,900,000 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


MPT0A  Board  Opens 
Annual  Meet  Today 


MPTOA's  board  of  directors 
swings  into  action  today  on  an 
agenda  loaded  with  wartime  prob- 
lems and  future  activities  stemming 
from  the  expiration  this  year  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Heineman  Joins  Goldwyn 
As  Sales  Manager  Monday 


William  J.  Heineman  on  Monday 
will  become  sales  manager  for  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  and  will  tour  the  coun- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Levy  Appointed  to 
Conn.  War  Council 

Hartford,  Conn. — Gov.  Raymond  E. 
Baldwin  has  appointed  Herman  M. 
Levy,  executive  secretary,  Connecti- 
cut MPTO,  to  his  War  Council  as 
representative  of  the  Theater  Indus- 
try and  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Theaters.  Associate  members 
of  the  committee  embrace  Dr.  J.  B. 
Fishman,  Louie  Schaefer,  New  Hav- 
en; Irving  C.  Jacocks,  Branford;  Irwin 
Wheeler,  New  Canaan;  John  J.  Scan- 
Ion,  Torrington;  Henry  A.  Johnson, 
Danielson;  Daniel  Pouzzner,  Middle- 
ton.  First  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee will  be  held  May  10. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Monday,    May    3) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat I6V2      163^     I6V2    +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2Vj%>  17%     17 '/a     17%+     % 

Columbia    Piers,   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 2  2  2       +     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.    .    16%     16  16'/4   +      1/4 

East.    Kodak 163'/2   1 63 V2   163y2   +     % 

do    pfd 183       183       183  

Cen.     Prec.     Eq 21%     21%     215/8   +     5fa 

Loew's,  Inc 56%     55%     56         

Paramount    26         25%     26       +     % 

Para.   1st  pfd. 

RKO    9  7%       9       -fl 

RKO    $6    pfd 86V2     853/4     86%   -f  1% 

20th    Century-Fox    .     20%     203/8     203,4   -f     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30%     30%     30%   +     % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 14         13%     13%   +     % 

do    pfd 80%     80%     80%  —     3/8 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56   104%    104%   104%—     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103        103        103        +      % 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...     3  23/B       2%   +     % 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%        1%       1%    +     % 

Sonotone    Corp 3V4       3%       3%      

Technicolor     12%      113/8      12        +     3fr 

Universal   Picts 

Trans-Lux   234       2%       2%      .... 

N.    Y.    OVER-TH-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57    69%     72'/4 


"Moscow"  Tradeshowing  May  17 

Warners  will  tradeshow  "Mission 
to  Moscow"  on  May  17.  General  re- 
lease   is   planned   for   late    May. 


Seven  Industry  Stocks 
Advance  to  New  Highs 

Seven  industry  stocks,  scoring  new 
highs,  shared  in  the  general  advance 
scored  by  the  N.  Y.  Stock  Exchange 
yesterday.  Both  issues  of  CFI  were 
up,  the  common  moving  to  2,  up 
%th,  and  the  preferred  going  to 
16%,  up  xk.  Eastman  Kodak  ad- 
vanced to  163%  as  against  162%. 
General  Precision  Equipment  closed 
at  21%,  a  gain  of  the  fraction.  RKO 
went  from  8%  to  nine  and  its  pre- 
ferred from  85%  to  86 V2.  Warners 
common,  previously  high  at  13%, 
closed  at  13%. 


David  L.  Loew's  Purchase 
Of  GSS  Unconfirmed 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Efforts  to  reach  the 
principals  for  confirmation  of  a  pub- 
lished report  that  David  L.  Loew 
had  purchased  a  controlling  inter- 
est in  General  Service  Studios  from 
B.  Bogeaus  were  unavailing.  Loew  is 
in   the  East. 

Published  report  also  stated  that 
Arthur  S.  Lyons,  who  was  absent 
from  the  city,  would  be  associated 
with    Loew   in   production. 


Charles  McCarthy  Joins 
Voorhees  as  General  Rep. 


Charles  E.  McCarthy,  formerly 
head  of  Twentieth  Century-Fox  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  who  recently 
resigned  from  the  Motion  Picture 
Division  of  the  Co-ordinator  of  In- 
ter-American Affairs,  has  become 
general  representative  for  Donald 
Voorhees,  conductor  of  the  sym- 
phony orchestra  for  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Co.'s  "Great  Artists  Series" 
and  DuPont's  "Cavalcade  of  Amer- 
ica," both  over  the  NBC  Red  net- 
work. 


Rep.  Delaware  Corporation 
Merges  New  York  Co. 

Albany — Republic  Pictures  Corp., 
chartered  under  Dalaware  laws,  has 
merged  Republic  Pictures  Corp., 
chartered  undar  New  York  State 
law.  The  Delaware  company,  capi- 
talized at  $1,500,000  in  $1  shares, 
has  filed  a  certificate  of  designation 
in  offce  of  Secretary  of  State  to  per- 
mit it  to  do  business  in  New  York 
State. 


Canadian  Post  Theaters 
To  Plav  Features  on 


% 


1600 
BROADWAY 
TwtCI  a  Oat         \     y||/     /  K  T  C 

etuvttr  "'"«     V        S  a.eu  FoOH-t-i* 

itOtACt  1 c  a.  «oj|cnON  ioom  nw  ixcmanw  oisuiiution  stirvici 


Toronto — Canadian  Army,  Navy 
and  RCAF  35  mm.  camp  theaters  will 
play  features  on  percentage  starting 
June  1.  Same  terms  as  distributors 
have  with  the  U.  S.  camp  theaters 
will  be  used,  with  clearances  and 
priorities  between  camp  houses  and 
commercial  theaters  dropped.  Nci 
terms  for  short  subjects  have  beeh 
set. 


daily 


Tuesday,  May  4,  IS 


856  Players  in  April 
Contributed  Services  Free 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — The  Hollywood  Vic- 
tory Committee  has  doubled  its 
efforts  and  accomplishments  in  the 
past  month.  An  all-time  high  was 
reached  during  April — 856  players 
appearing  in  189  different  events 
throughout  the  United  States.  Of 
these  51  were  for  Government  agen- 
cies; 86  for  the  Army;  and  39  for 
the  Navy. 

In  all  34  Hollywood  personalities 
departed  on  tours  of  camp  shows,  en- 
tertaining at  175  camps  in  32  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia.  In- 
dividual players  have  donated  their 
time  to  various  phases  of  the  war 
effort  handled  by  this  free  talent 
pool. 


Ask  Clearance  Reduction 
For  Two  Conn.  Theaters 


New  Haven — Ralph  Vicitello,  op- 
erator of  the  414-seat  Devon  The- 
ater, has  filed  a  demand  for  arbitra- 
tion, asking  a  reduction  in  clear- 
ance now  held  by  the  Capitol,  Mil- 
ford,  and  the  Colonial,  Walnut 
Besch.  over  the  Devon.  The  two 
named  theaters  now  have  21  days 
over  the  Devon  and  Vicitello  asks 
that  the  clearance  be  cut  to  seven 
days.  Complaint,  which  names  the 
five  consenting  companies,  also  in- 
cludes the  Stratford  as  an  inter- 
ested   party. 


Jap  Films  of  Pearl  Harbor 
Attack  Given  to  Newsreels 


Paramount  News'  issue  No.  73,  in- 
cluding captured  Jap  films  of  the 
attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  and  the 
bombing  and  surrender  of  U.  S. 
forces  at  Corregidor,  just  released 
by  the  War  Department,  is  being 
shipped  air  express  by  Paramount 
to  all  exchanges  for  immediate  pre- 
release to  first-runs,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Oscar  Mor- 
gan,  company's    shorts    sales   chief. 

Lawler  to  Peoria,  111., 

To  Head  New  Para.  Office 


Toledo,  O. — Ralph  Lawler,  man- 
ager for  the  past  six  years  of  the 
local  Paramount,  will  leave  on  June 
1  for  Peoria,  111.,  to  become  district 
manager  for  Paramount,  in  charge 
of  23  Illinois  houses.  New  offices 
will  be  opened  in  Peoria,  this  dis- 
trict having  heretofore  been  oper- 
ated from  offices  in  Danville.  Mar- 
vin Harris,  in  charge  of  the  Para- 
mount house  in  Joliet,  111.,  will  suc- 
ceed  Lawler  in   Toledo. 


Rep.  Exchange's  Booking 
Dept.  From  Butte  to  SLC 

Seattle,  Wash. — Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  the  transfer  of  Re- 
public Exchange's  booking  and  book- 
keeping departments  to  Salt  Lake 
City  from  Butte,  Mont.  The  pres- 
ent shipping  department  will  con- 
tinue at  Butte.  J.  T.  Sheffield  is 
making  the  arrangements  in  Butte. 


COminG  and  GOIflC 


NORMAN  ELSON.  general  manager  of  Ti 
Lux   Theaters   is   in    Philadelphia   today. 

STEVE  BROIDY  is  due  in  today. 

CHICK   LEWIS   goes   to   Chicago  tomorrow. 

HARRY    COETZ    arrived    yesterday    from 
Coast. 

EDWARD  L.  ALPERSON  is  en  route  to  tt 
York    from    the    Coast. 

MARION  KIRSCHNER  of  Monogram's  Cc 
office   is  on  vacation. 

ALEC    MOSS,    Para,   exploitation    manf^^ 
left  on  a  tour  of  exchanges  in  the  Mid\ 
and  South.     He  will  be  gone  about  two  weehj 

CEORCE  SMITH,  Paramount  Western  divis 
manager,  has  returned  from  a  visit  to  Dal] 
Oklahoma   City  and   Memphis. 

PAULETTE  GODDARD,  will  arrive  in  New  Y 
tomorrow,  en   route  to  her  Connecticut  farm 

MILES  WHITE  has  gone  to  the  Coast  to  J 
sign  the  costumes  for  the  Samuel  Coldwyn  pi 
ture,   "Up   in  Arms." 

NATE  BLUMBERG  and  his  wife  have  gone! 
the  Coast,  drawn  there  by  the  induction  of  thl 
son,    Louis. 

LT.  JOE  SHEA,  New  York  Guard,  20th-J 
publicist,  is  spending  a  week's  vacation  at  ■ 
Second  Service  Command  Tactical  School  I 
Hackettstown,    N.    J. 

WILLIAM  N.  SKIRBALL,  president  of  the  Ski 
ball  theater  circuit,  has  returned  to  Clevelat 
from    a    Mexico    vacation. 

M.     F.     FRITCHLE    of    Oliver    Theater    Sup, 
Co..    Cleveland;   was  called   to   Colorado  Sprin  I 
by    the    death    of    his   father. 

CHARLES    EINFELD,    Warner   director    of   a  I 
vertising   and   publicity,    is   in   Washington   agi 
today.       He    returns    to    New   York   tomorrow. 

JACK  FLYNN,  M-C-M's  Western  divis 
manager,    is    in    New    York. 

EDWARD  ARNOLD  and  his  wife  are  in  Ga 
Ind.,   attending  a   War  Bond   rally. 


Cinema  Lodge  Installs 
Adolph  Schimel  Tonight 

Adolph  Schimel  will  be  install* 
as  new  president  of  Cinema  Lod| 
1366  B'nai  B'rith  at.  a  meeting  i 
the  Hotel  Commodore  tonight, 
feature  of  the  evening  will  be  tl 
initial  public  showing  of  Lt.  Co 
Frank  Capra's  War  Dept.  pic  "Tl 
Nazis    Strike." 


Bailey  Prichard  Heads 
Memphis  Mono.  Branch 


Memphis  —  Bailey    Prichard,    foi 
merly    with    National    Screen,    hf] 
been   appointed   branch  manager  t[ 
Monogram   exchange.      He   succeed 
Harry    Spann,    resigned. 


Tuesday,  May  4,  1943 


OAJlY 


15,000,000  Budget 
or  CIAA  Pix  Setup 


The  motion  picture  division  of  the 
i-ordinator  of  Inter-American  Af- 
irs  is  due  for  an  operating  budget 

approximately  $5,000,000  for  the 
irrent  year,  provided  the  over-all 
'  dget  of  the  CIAA  is  approved  by 
e  Senate  Finance  Committee.  The 
Ens  budget  is  said  to  be  about  dou- 

Jjiat  of  last  year's  appropriation. 
—  fc  CIAA  total  budget  is  expected 
"be  approximately  $30,0000,000,  or 

increese  of  about  $3,000,000  over 
Bt  year's  figure. 


yrd  Asks  OWI,  CIAA  for 
i  for  motion  on  Expenditures 

oshington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  joint  Congres- 
nnal  committee  on  non-essential 
Dvernment  expenditures,  headed  by 
•nator  Harry  F.  Byrd  of  Virginia, 
|s  requested  full  information  on 
e  money  spent  by  both  the  OWI 
id  the  CIAA  motion  picture  bur- 
;us,  it  was  learned  yesterday.  The 
mmittee  has  been  contemplating 
tr  several  months  a  study  of  the 
AA  activities  and  is  interested  in 
e  OWI  bureau  mainly  in  those 
tases  of  the  program  where  the  two 
rencies  function  closely  together. 

•\nother  study  of  the  film  activities  of  these 
encies  looms  as  the  Senate  Judiciary  Com- 
ttee  prepares  to  delve  into  the  whole  ques- 
n  of  Government  information  activities.  Al- 
>ugh  attention  will  be  given  to  the  motion 
■ture  policies  of  CIAA,  OWI  and  Other 
vernment  agencies,  radio  and  the  press 
•  expected  to  be  the  chief  concern  of  the 
•cstigators.  Army  and  Navy  films,  especial- 
those   for  public   release,   will   also   come   in 

review. 
The   Truman    Committee   of   the   Senate,   al- 
mgh    it    will    "keep    its    eye"    on    the    new 
my   pictorial   service,   will   probably   not   put 
ich    time    into    studies   of    the    film    activities 

ether  agencies.  Committee  leaders  feel 
it  these  matters  will  be  scrutinized  by  other 
ngressional  committees,  and  the  Truman 
}up  is  apparently  not  in  possession  of  any- 
■ng    sufficiently    startling   to    cause    them    to 

much  time  on   the  motion   picture   offices. 


tew  Employes  Oversubscribe 

Employes  of  Loew's  home  office, 
Y.  exchange,  N.  Y.  theaters,  and 
dio  station  WHN,  have  over-sub- 
ribed  by  $225,000,  their  second  War 
•an  quota  of  $5,275,000,  according 
David  Bernstein,  vice-president 
d  treasurer. 


STORKS 


'Seattle,  Wash. — Married  18  years, 

son,  their  first  child,   has   finally 

rived    at   the    home    of   Bert    and 

me  Rowe.     Rowe  is  head  shipper 

National  Screen. 


Omaha — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
eb  are  parents  of  a  daughter, 
nda  Lee.  He's  a  Metro  salesman 
re. 


On  This  and  That 

•  •  •  FROM  "Somewhere  in  North  Africa."  Lt.  Col.  Kenneth  Clark. 
MPPDA's  ace  publicist  on  leave  tor  the  duration,  writes  ot  calling  upon 
Sergt.  Dave  Golding.  erstwhile  FILM  DAILY  staff  writer,  now  on  the  staff 
of  the  African  edition  of  Stars  and  Stripes,  which  is  now  a  daily. 

Ken  adds  Dave  passed  along  several  copies  of  this  111'  ol'  paper  and  pens, 

"I  was  up  'way  past  'taps'  last  night" Yes.  sir,  once  a  FD  reader, 

always  a  FD  reader.  ...  •  As  a  paper  conservation  measure,  Warners 
is  making  up  a  new  type  postcard  size  fan  photo  which  can  be  mailed 
without  an  envelope.  ...  •  1943  United  China  Relief  pic.  "China — 
First  to  Fight."  will  be  previewed  at  11  a.m.  Saturday  in  the  Town  Hall 
Club.  ...  •  Vera,  vera  cute,  that  tag  line  you'll  find  in  Paramount 
double  spread  "China"  ad  today,  "The  Paramount  picture  that  beats  the 
band" That's  catching  in  the  band  vs.  pic  argument,  brother!   .  .  . 

•  National  Wartime  Conference  which  opens  at  the  Hotel  Commodore 
Saturday  will  discuss  the  screen's  importance  to  the  war  effort  and  how 
the  industry's  usefulness  can  be  increased.  ...  •  A  great  "plug"  for 
WB's  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  that  Simon  &  Schuster  seven-column  ad  salut- 
ing Joseph  E.  Davies  in  the  Times  yesterday.  ...  •  Speaking  of  "Mos- 
cow." Alfred  E.  Smith  in  a  wire  to  Warners  yesterday  hailed  its  picturiza- 
tion  as  helping  "to  establish  the  principle  of  freedom  of  the  screen".  .  .  . 

•  No  more  national  release  dates  for  RKO  Radio  pix Reason:  Com- 
pany's new  policy  calling  for  emphasis  on  special  handling  of  features. 

•  Something  new  in  radio  commercials  was  that  clever  "air  trailer" 
interpolated  in  WMCA's  "Five  Star  Final"  live  talent  show  last  night 
for    Para.'s    "China" Studio    cast    did    a    scene    from    the    pic.   .    .    . 

•  The  Silver  Screen  Canteen  occupies  new  and  larger  quarters  in  the 
Fraternal  Clubhouse  tomorrow.  ...  •  Lee  Mayer  has  succeeded  Wally 
Howes  as  Warner  salesman  covering  the  Northern  New  Jersey  sector  out 
of  the  N.  Y.  metropolitan  office.  ...  •  From  the  trenchant  pen  of  Terry 
Ramsaye  in  the  current  Motion  Picture  Herald:  "Said  Mme.  Chiang-Kai- 
shek  at  a  press  conference  the  other  day,  'Brains  have  no  sex.'  And  she 
might  have  added,  'Vice  versa'  " Aha,  sex  and  vice  again! 

▼  TV 

•  •      •      AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


United  Artists  Withdraws 
Offer  for  Korda's  Stock 


Jerry  Mason,  movie  editor  of 
Tiis  Week,"  has  become  the  dad 
4a  baby  girl,  Judith  Ann.  Weight: 
x  pounds 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

valuation  of  $800,000  on  his  holdings. 
The  highest  figure  yet  paid  for  a 
partner-ownership  interest  in  UA 
was  in  1934  when  Art  Cinema  Corp. 
was  paid  $650,000.  The  same  year 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  sold  his  interest 
to  UA  for  between  $500,000  and 
$550,000.  The  lowest  amount  ever 
paid  for  a  partner-ownership  in  UA 
followed  the  1929  crash  and  was 
$150,000. 

United  Artists'  stockholders  held  a 
brief  meeting  yesterday  and  ad- 
journed until  tomorrow.  Edward  J. 
Raftery,  president,  presided.  Own- 
ers present  were  Mary  Pickford  and 
David  Selznick,  Attorney  Charles 
Swartz  represented  Charles  Chaplin 
and  Attorney  Mendel  Silberberg 
represented  Korda.  Others  who  at- 
tended were  Secretary  Loyd  Wright, 
Arthur  W.  Kelly  and  George  Bag- 
nail. 


Heineman  Joins  Goldwyn 
As  Sales  Manager  Monday 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

try  in  the  interest  of  G-oldwyn  prod- 
uct. Heineman  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant general  sales  manager  of 
Universal,  having  been  with  the 
company  since  1925.  He  will  head- 
quarter at  729  Seventh  Ave.,  al- 
though new  offices  may  be  acquired 
in  the  RKO  Bldg.  His  duties  will 
come  under  the  supervision  of  James 
A.    Mulvey. 

Heineman  started  in  the  picture 
industry  as  a  poster  clerk  for  Pathe 
in  1918  and  was  placed  in  charge  of 
of  Pathe's  sub-offce  in  Butte,  Mont., 
in  1919.  His  rise  in  the  business 
was  rapid  and  he  served  successively 
as  First  National  manager  in  Seat- 
tle, sub-franchise  holder  for  Warner 
Classics  in  Montana  and  Idaho,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Salt  Lake  City,  then  Pa- 
cific Coast  district  manager,  West- 
ern division  manager  and  finally 
assistant    general    sales    manager. 


See  Pix's  Manpower 
Relief  Up  to  Public 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

deferments  are  concerned,  with  local 
draft  boards  acting  more  and  more 
independently  of  the  various  WMC 
policies.  Most  local  draft  boards, 
representative  as  they  are  of  public 
opinion  in  their  area,  reflect  in  their 
treatment  of  industry  employes  the 
attitude  of  their  neighbors  toward 
the  industry. 

WMC's  essential  activities  committee  meets 
today  for  the  sixth  time  in  an  attempt  to  reach 
a  decision  on  the  question,  "Shall  we  continue 
to  give  the  same  degree  of  guidance  to  local 
draft  boards?"  There  is  general  agreement 
that  the  answer  should  be  in  the  negative, 
but  the  members  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
get  together  and  decide  what  their  new  policy 
should   be. 

Under  consideration  is  the  complete  elimina- 
tion of  the  list  of  essential  activities  with 
only  "critical  jobs"  listed — those  requiring 
three  or  four  years  or  more  of  qualifying 
training.  A  possibility  is  the  retention  of  an 
abbreviated  list  of  essential  activities,  with  the 
index  of  jobs  essential  within  those  activities 
done  away  with.  Another  possibility  is  the 
elimination   of   both   lists. 

For  some  time  the  committee  was  working 
on  the  project  of  paring  down  the  list  of 
essential  jobs — attempting  to  cut  the  list  of 
900  to  about  350 — but  this  procedure  was 
finally  tabled  because  it  was  felt  that  it 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  solve  the  tight  man- 
power situation  of  today.  Local  boards  here- 
after will  be  called  upon  to  use  their  own 
judgment,  with  the  suggestion  that  they  at- 
tempt to  decide  "who  are  the  key  men  of  the 
key    men"    presumably    of    the   key   activities. 

In  the  meantime,  the  board  has  yet  to 
announce  its  lists  of  "useful"  and  "non- 
essential" activities.  These  lists  were  due 
last  week  and  there  is  doubt  now  that  they 
may  be  brought  out  at  all.  Until  they  are 
there  is,  in  effect,  no  "twlight  zone."  If  the 
lists  are  brought  out,  motion  picture  distribu- 
tion and  exhibition  are  expected  to  be  included 
in  the  "useful"  brackets.  A  new  list  of 
non-deferrable  jobs  is  also  overdue. 

Until  decisions  on  these  various  matters 
are  reached  there  appears  to  be  little  to 
gain  in  the  submission  of  the  WAC  plan  for 
essential  listing  of  seven  theater  workers. 
Even  though  the  plan  does  not  call  for  mili- 
tary exemptions  the  needs  of  the  armed  forces 
make  a  shifting  of  men  to  the  essential  war 
production  and  basic  civilian  activities  vital 
and  the  WMC  will  not  be  kindly  disposed 
to  anything  tending  to  exempt  a  large  group 
of  workers  from  the  call  to  shift.  In  fact, 
the  commissions'  general  attitude  toward  the 
motion  picture  industry  has  led  some  observ- 
ers to  wonder  whether  an  attempt  to  press 
the  case  for  the  theaters  will  not  prejudice  the 
status  of  production  workers,  with  WMC  de- 
ciding to  put  the  whole  industry  on  the  same 
fooling — with  no  more  protection  than  other 
civilian  activities  not  now  considered  "essen- 
tial." 


WAAC  as  Theater  Officer 

Camp  Atterbury,  Ind.— Third  Of- 
ficer Mary  L.  Porter  has  been  ap- 
pointed post  theater  officer,  succeed- 
ing Lt.  George  M.  Harris.  She  is 
the  first  WAAC  officer  here  to  be 
assigned   to   post   staff   duties. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


GERTRUDE  HOROWITZ,  assistant,  Loew-Po!i, 
New  Haven. 

JOYCE    FOSTER,    Loew-Poli,    New   Haven. 

RENA  GAGE,  Warner  ad  sales  department,  Seat- 
tle. 

DOROTHY  O'NEILL,  booker's  stenographer,  War- 
ners,  Seattle. 

DEE   GORMAN,   switchboard,   Warner's,   Seattle. 
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THIS  IS  PART  OF  THE  ROUND-THE-CORNER  BOX-OFFICE  LINE  FOR  THE  OPENING  OF  "CHINA"  AT  THE  N.  Y.  PARAMOUNT 


Is  "China's"  astounding  performance  at  the  N.  Y. 
Paramount  just  a  Broadway  freak?  Are  its  all-time 
Easter  weekend  record,  its  premiere  pandemonium, 
its  7  A.  M.  opening  hour,  its  doubled  usher  staff,  just  a 
wacky  White  Way  phenomenon?   Are  its  all-time 
single  day  attendance  record,  its  139,000  ticket  sales 
in  6  days,  and  its  first-week  gross  matching  New 
Year  opening  of  "Star  Spangled  Rhythm,"  just  a 
one-shot  flash-in-the-pan?  ... 


lii' 


Newark  Says  "No!" 

"China's"  Newark  opening,  dollar  for  dollar  as  amazing  as 
New  York,  proves  that  its  Broadway  sensation  is  not  a  fluke, 
but  a  fair  sample  of  this  picture's  normal  sure-fire  draw.  At 
Newark  Paramount  "China"  —  alone— has  just  set  an  ALL-TIME 
HOUSE  RECORD,*  topping  such  great  money-makers  as 
"Rhythm,"  "Morocco"  and  "Wake"  by  5%  to  20%!  Proof 
that  in  any  theatre,  anywhere,  they'll  break  records  to  see 
"the  most  amazing  star  since  Valentino!" 


sU»f"n9 


LOREfTA 


*  Speaking  of  all-time  records,  "Rhythm"  has  just  set  new  tops  in  history 
at  Toronto,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Vancouver,  Hamilton  and  London,  Can.! 
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Tuesday,  May  4,  194; 


RKO  Stock  Offering 
Is  Over-Subscribed 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

made  to  a  number  of  investment  in- 
terests. 

The  strong  market  plus  the 
strength  of  motion  picture  stocks 
in  general  were  said  to  have  been 
the  reasons  for  the  quick  consumma- 
tion of  the  sale. 

RCA  formerly  held  316,328  shares 
of  RKO  common,  44,757  shares  of 
preferred  and  555,253  option  war-- 
rants.  The  Rockefeller  Center  in- 
terests previously  had  disposed  of 
96,000  shares  of  RKO  common  to  the 
syndicate. 


May  Eliminate  Marquee 
Lighting  Over  Entire  U.  S. 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

mated  if  final  agreement  on  the  pro- 
jected dimout  for  the  whole  nation 
is  finally  reached.  WPB  officials  and 
power  industry  leaders  will  discuss 
the  matter  today  in  Washington. 

The  idea  of  a  national  dimout  has 
been  under  discussion  here  for  many 
months,  and  there  are  signs  that 
some  decision  will  be  forthcoming 
soon.  It  is  almost  certain  that  that 
decision,  when  it  does  come,  will 
mean  sharp  restrictions  on  outdoor 
lighting  from  Coast  to  Coast.  The 
reason  will  not  be  so  much  to  save 
power,  of  which  there  is  no  shortage 
as  to  save  coal  and  fuel  and  ease  the 
transportation  load.  Conservation  of 
lighting  equipment  is  another  pur- 
pose of  the  dimout. 

Minn.  Circuit  Voluntarily 
Halts  Exterior  Lighting 


Minneapolis  —  This  city  and  St. 
Paul  experienced  their  first  dimout 
of  the  coal  crisis  Sunday  night  when 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  houses 
through  both  cities  voluntarily 
darkened  all  outside  lights.  On  ac- 
count of  the  truce  declared  in  the 
coal-strike,  the  marquees  were 
lighted  last  night  and  will  continue 
lighted  as  usual  until  further  devel- 
opments. 

C.  B.  Stiff,  Twin  Cities  supervisor 
for  the  company,  said  that  by  turn- 
ing off  vertical  and  horizontal  adver- 
tising signs  and  flashing  marquee 
lights,  Twin  Cities  houses  cut  down 
current  used  about  75  per  cent,  get- 
ting along  on  about  one-fourth  the 
juice  usually  consumed. 


Bernhard  and  Kalmine 
Address  Ad  Meeting 


Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  Bros, 
vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  theater  circuit,  and  Harry  M. 
Kalmine,  assistant  general  manager 
of  the  theaters,  were  the  principal 
speakers  at  yesterday's  meeting  of 
the  circuit's  zone  executives  in  the 
home  office.  Talks  dealt  with  the 
handling  of  "Mission  to  Moscow," 
and  with  Summer  operation  plans. 
Harry  Goldberg,  advertising  and 
publicity    director,    presided. 


"U"  Presents  Merger  Plan 

Will  Terminate  Posen  Stockholders'  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


holders  by  the  elimination  of  large 
accumulated  arrears  on  the  out- 
standing preferred  and  other  restric- 
tions. 

Under  the  plan,  Universal  Corp.  is 
to  acquire  the  business  and  assets 
and  will  assume  the  liabilities  of  the 
picture  company  and  its  name  will 
be  changed  to  Universal  Pictures 
Co.,  Inc.  The  plan  provides  among 
other   things   that: 

(1)  The  $2,000,000  par  value  7  per 
cent  second  preferred  stock  of  the  pic- 
tures company  owned  by  Universal  Corp. 
(with  approximately  $2,216,000  accrued 
unpaid  dividends  thereon  at  October  31, 
1942)    will   be    cancelled; 

(2)  The  231,327  shares  of  the  pictures 
company  common  stock  owned  by  Uni- 
versal Corp.,  constituting  92.531  per  cent 
of  the  total  outstanding  shares  thereof, 
will    be    cancelled ; 

(3)  Universal  Corp.  will  issue  56,016 
shares  of  its  common  stock  to  the  hold- 
ers of  common  stock  of  the  pictures 
company  not  owned   by   Universal   Corp. 

(4)  Execution  of  a  new  bank  loan 
agreement  which,  in  effect,  will  increase 
term    borrowings    by    $4,000,000; 

(5)  Retirement    by    Universal    Corp.    of 


$2,000,000  ten-year  5  per  cent  convert- 
ible debentures,  due  April  1,  1946,  and 
extension  of  the  maturity  to  April  1, 
1950,  of  the  remaining  $2,000,000  prin- 
cipal  amount; 

(6)  Redemption  of  the  presently  out- 
standing shares  of  the  pictures  company 
8  per  cent  first  preferred  stock  at  a  cost 
of    approximately    $1,444,000;    and 

(7)  Cancellation  of  $2,000,000  notes 
payable  of  the  pictures  company  held  by 
Universal    Corp. 

The  holder  of  each  share  of  common  stock 
of  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  not  owned  by 
the  corporation  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  shares  of  common  stock  of  the  new 
Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.  The  holders  of 
voting  trust  certificates  representing  shares 
of  common  stock  of  Universal  Corp.  will 
retain  their  certificates  which  will  represent 
a  like  number  of  shares  of  common  stock  of 
Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.  The  holders  of 
outstanding  warrants  to  purchase  shares  of 
common  stock  of  Universal  Corp.  will  retain 
their  warrants. 

The  consummation  of  the  plan  will  require 
approval  by  at  least  66  2-3  per  cent  of  the 
outstanding  common  stock  of  the  two  com- 
panies. The  plan  has  been  approved  by  the 
directors  of  both  companies  but  may  he 
abandoned  by  either  board  at  any  time  prior 
to    the   effective   date   of   the   merger. 


Actor's  Wage  Ceiling 
To  Be  Weekly  Pay! 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  actual  weekly  earnings.  This 
would  mean  that  an  actor,  for  in- 
stance, who  worked  for  12  weeks  be- 
tween January  and  September  of 
last  year  at  $2,500  per  week  would 
have  established  his  ceiling  at  $2,- 
500  per  week,  rather  than  at  $576 
weekly  (the  total  earnings  divided 
by  52). 

"We  suppose  that  that's  a  question  we'll 
hear  more  of,  because  the  actors  left  making 
pictures  will  probably  be  working  more  often 
this  year,"  he  said.  He  was  not  certain  any 
formal  ruling  has  been  asked,  but  did  say 
the    question    has    been    under    consideration. 

Issuance  of  a  new  set  of  regulations  to 
govern  job  shifts  under  the  President's  "hold- 
the-line"  order  is  being  held  up  pending  word 
from  OES  Director  James  F.  Byrnes,  he  said, 
as  to  just  what  Byrnes  wants.  Control  over 
the  jobs  shifts  of  all  earning  more  than  $5,- 
000  per  year  rests  with  the  Bureau. 


111.  Allied  Wants  Gov't 
To  Do  Anti-Vandal  Short 
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a  short  for  theater  exhibition  show- 
ing the  fallacy  of  destroying  theater 
property  and  the  penalties  liable 
when  youngsters  are  apprehended. 

One  partial  solution  was  reached 
by  Warner  circuit  officials.  Charles 
Ryan  reports  that  signs  on  theater 
exit  doors  calling  attention  to  Fed- 
ei-al  penalties  for  non-payment  of 
admission  taxes,  plus  increased  il- 
lumination inside  the  houses,  has 
resulted  in  a  marked  decrease  in 
theater    damage. 


Theaters  Escape  in  Tornado 

Cleveland,  O. — A  tornado  that  hit 
the  West  Side  of  Cleveland  and  towns 
west  of  Cleveland,  skirted  all  of  the 
movie  houses   in  the  territory. 


MPTOA  Board  Opens 
Annual  Meet  Today 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
New  York  consent  decree.  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall,  MPTOA  president,  said  yes- 
terday that  while  an  agenda  had 
been  prepared,  the  sessions  would  be 
flexible  so  that  every  director  could 
bring  up  his  own  territorial  prob- 
lems which  would  be  given  consid- 
eration by  the  entire  board. 

It  is  reported  that  the  organiza- 
tion's own  recommendations  for 
changes  in  the  decree  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice, but  no  details  are  expected 
from  either  the  MPTOA  or  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  for  the  time 
being.  A  committee  headed  by  Kuy- 
kendall  spent  several  days  in  Wash- 
ington last  week  conferring  with  a 
number  of  agency  heads  on  matters 
of  concern  to  the  theater  owners, 
but  details  are  being  withheld  pend- 
ing consideration  by  the  directors. 

Lowell  Mellett,  head  of  the  motion 
picture  division  of  the  OWI,  and  Al- 
len G.  Smith,  chief  of  the  amuse- 
ments division  of  the  WPB,  are 
slated  to  address  the  directors  at 
the  late  afternoon  session. 

Kuykendall  will  address  an  infor- 
mal luncheon  of  the  SMPE  at  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  at  12:30  today. 
All  MPTOA  sessions  will  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Astor. 


Talent  From  All  Majors 
For  Greek  Relief  Show 


All  major  companies  will  con- 
tribute talent  to  the  Greek  War  Re- 
lief Show  in  Madison  Square  Garden 
on  May  18,  according  to  Edward  L. 
Alperson,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee.  The  Paramount, 
Roxy  and  Music  Hall  Theaters  will 
each  stage  one  production  number. 
Night     clubs     will    contribute     out- 


.REVIEWS 

"Five  Graves  to 
Cairo" 

with    Franchot   Tone,    Anne    Baxter, 

Akim  Tamiroff,  Erich  von  Stroheim 

Paramount  96  Min 

STIRRING     NORTH     AFRICAN     CAM; 

PAIGN   MELLER  THAT  IS  VERY  TIMELi 

AND    BOX-OFFICE    POWERED. 

Doubling  in  brass,  Charles  Brack(  V 
Billy  Wilder  have  come  up  with  an  ex^-tfr  ' 
war  meller  that  will  loudly  ring  the  b.  I 
bell  for  theaters,  and  also  for  Paramour 
distributor  of  the  opus.  Brackett  and  Wild 
fashioned  the  screenplay;  the  former  th< 
produced  it,  and  the  latter  directed. 

Footage,  based  upon  a  play  by  Lajos  Bir 
recounts  the  story  of  a  British  Eighth  Arn 
tank  unit  corporal  who,  separated  from  h 
own  force,  stumbles  into  Sidi  Halfaya  whi< 
has  been  evacuated  to  Marshal  Erwin  Ron 
mel's  Afrika  Corps.     The  corporal,  Franchi  I 
Tone,  finds  in  the  cluster  of  battle-scarn 
mud   houses,   a   hotel   run   by  a   portly  at 
friendly  Egyptian,  whose  only  aid  is  a  ^our  •■ 
French  girl,  serving  as  maid,  and  apparent ' 
with  Nazi  leanings,  as  the  result  of  Germ; 
propaganda. 

Soon  the  Afrika  Corps  staff  enters  tl 
hotel,  headed  by  the  famous  Desert  F< 
himself,  a  role  enacted  very  effectively  I 
Erich  von  Stroheim.  Tone  sees  a  gold< 
opportunity  to  serve  his  country  by  assun 
ing  the  identity  of  a  dead  Nazi  agent, — wl 
has  been  employed  as  the  hostelry's  waitc 
but  who  was  killed  during  an  attack  upi 
Sidi  Halfaya — ,  and  killing  Rommel. 

But  a  captured  British  officer  propos 
even  a  greater  service  which  Tone  c; 
render,  namely  finding  out  the  location 
five  points  (supply  "graves")  in  Egy 
where  in  pre-war  days  the  Nazis  h. 
cached  water,  gasoline,  and  other  milita 
necessities  wherewith  to  feed  their  milita 
machine  on  the  march  to  Suez.  Tone  d 
duces  from  a  boastful  preachment  by  Ron 
mel  to  British  officers,  and  the  Desert  Fo> 
own  maps,  where  the  materiel  is  hidden 

Sent  to  Cairo  by  the  Germans,  he  cor 
municates  the  information  to  the  British,- 
and  the  Eighth  Army  goes  on  the  offensi 
which  threw  Rommel  clear  back  into  Tunis 
The  French  girl,  Anne  Baxter,  sacrifices  h 
life  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  The  cha 
acterizations  are  convincingly  done,  ai 
much  credit  goes  to  the  cast.  Wilder's  rJ 
rection  is  skillful.  With  the  North  Afric 
campaign  obviously  in  its  climax  stagi 
this  is  a  timely,  rugged  attraction. 

CAST:  Franchot  Tone,  Anne  Baxter,  Aki 
Tamiroff,  Erich  von  Stroheim,  Peter  v 
Eyck,  Fortunio  Bonanova,  Konstantin  Shayn; 
Fred  Nurney,  Miles  Mander,  Leslie  Denisc 
Ian  Keith. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  Bracket 
Director,  Billy  Wilder;  Screenplay,  Chad 
Brackett,  Billy  Wilder;  Author,  Lajos  Bir 
Film  Editor,  Doane  Harrison;  Art  Directo 
Hans  Dreier,  Ernst  Fegte;  Cameraman,  Jol 
Seitz. 

DIRECTION,  Skilled.  PHOTOGRAPH 
Solid. 


William  Fox  Released 

Lewisburg,  Pa. — William  Fox  w 
released  from  the  Federal  penite 
iary  here  yesterday  and  left  ii 
mediately  for  New  York. 


lesday,  May  4,  1943 
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Oth -Fox  Annual  Net  Skyrockets  Over  100% 


0,609,784  Earnings  Rep- 
sents  $5,687,858  Gain; 
ssets  Reach  $50,441,959 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

excess  profits  tax.     For  1941  the 
npany  paid  total  taxes  of  $2,275,- 

I,  none  of  which  was  excess  profits 
■ry.     Tax  requirement  in  1942  was 

jrVed    due    to    the    carrying    over 
rr-or  year's  excess  profits  credits. 

$756,000,   in   NT  Dividends 

'Dividends  received  from  National 

eaters   Corp.,   42  per  cent  owned 

20th-  Fox,  amounted  to  $756,000 

t   year,  compared  to   $693,000   in 

II,  and    the    company's    interest 
'NT  earnings  amounted  to  $1,420,- 


B 


ompany    paid    full    dividends    on 

preferred   stock  at  the   rate   of 

30  per  year,  amounting  to  $1,370,- 

Common  stock  dividends,  $1.25 

share,  totaled  $2,177,499.      Out- 

nding  capital  stock  at  Dec.  26  1942 

iprised  908,681  shares  of  preferred 

1  1,742,000  shares  of  common. 

wentieth-Fox  added  $3,500,000  to  its  in- 
e  account  because  of  the  conversion  of 
ling  balances  into  dollars  in  New  York, 
this,  $2,900,000  was  included  in  third 
rter  earnings  and  $600,000  in  the  final 
rter.  During  1942,  $600,000  was  set 
\e  out  of  earnings  as  a   reserve  to  currency 

1  fictions.  Xet  assets  in  foreign  countries 
Dec.  26,  1942  totaled  $9,398,386  against 
>ch  there  was  a  reserve  of  $900,000,  leaving 
it  of  $8,498,386.  Net  balance  at  the  end 
1941   was  $9,028,374. 

$50,441,959  Current  Assets 
urrent  assets  at  Dec.  26  amounted  to 
441,959  including  $12,045,953  cash  and 
,00,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Motes  -Tax  Ser- 
C,  as  against  current  liabilities  of  $13,- 
904.  During  1942,  inventories  increased 
$4,179,437. 

l  issuing  the  report.  President  Spyros  P. 
uras  noted  that  operating  results  are  per- 
4  best  measured  by  the  comparison  of  net 
it  before  Federal  taxes  and  before  changes 
he  reserve  for  foreign  assets.  This  com- 
son  shows  an  increase  from  $7,747,088 
1941  to  $15,169,784  for  1942. 
n  the  basis  of  1941  earnings  a  pre- 
fcd  stock  retirement  fund  of  $181,714.38 
set  up  as  required  by  the  certificate  of 
rporation  and  the  company  acquired  /,- 
shares  of  preferred  at  an  average  of 
96  per  share.  The  1942  appropriation 
this  purpose   was  $466,284.32 


i 


Ge 
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There  Is  Apparently  No  Limit  To  The  Help 

Filmland  Gives  To  The  Nation's  War  Effort! 

Guttural  commands  and  sing-song  orders  in  the  exact  fashion  of  German 
and  Japanese  officers,  rang  recently  on  the  terrain  surrounding  Camp  Roberts, 
Calif.,  and  the  orders  sent  into  action  groups  of  Nazi  and  Nipponese  troops, — 
actually  U.  S.  soldiers  of  the  88th  Infantry  Training  Battalion,  uniformed,  armed, 
and  equipped  like  the  foe.  Their  role  in  the  sham  battle  against  their  comrades 
was  conceived  and  arranged  by  Lt.  G.  Hollis  Kennahan,  former  member  of  War- 
ner Bros,  home  office  publicity  staff,  and  ex-member  of  the  editorial  staff  of 
THE  FILM  DAILY.  In  fact,  H.  M.  Warner,  WB  president,  donated  the  enemy 
uniforms,  et  al,  from  his  company's  studio  wardrobe  department.  The  battle 
was  characterized  as  a  big  success,  and  a  definite  aid  to  training.  Lt.  Kennahan, 
who  entered  Camp  Roberts  as  a  2nd  Lieutenant,  after  graduating  from  Officers 
Training  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  is  now  a  1st  Lieutenant. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


. 


-g   linal  quarter  of  1942  showed  a  consolidated 
,  profit    of    $3,353,781.    compared    with    $5,- 
109   for   the   third    quarter   and    $3,372,762 
the  fourth  quarter  of   1941. 

Roxy    Net    at   $109,355 
et  profit  of  Roxy   Theater,   Inc..  of   which 
•Fox    owns     the     entire     issue    of     10.000 
es    of    common,    $225,000    face    amount    of 
mortgage    bonds     and     4,774     shares    of 
3    lerred,   was  $109,355.72   for  the  year  ended 
.    25,    1942.      This   is   not   included    in    the 
-Fox     consolidated     statement.         Compar- 
I    1941    profit   was   $36,934. 

inn  Named  UA  Buffalo, 
'  itston.  New  Haven  Mgr. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

I  the  late  Charles  Stern,  it  was  an- 
mced  yesterday  by  Carl  Leserman, 
leral  sales  manager,  at  the  open- 
;  session   of  the  two-day  district 

onagers'  meeting.  Winn  is  the 
•mer  St.  Louis  branch  manager. 
Initial  session  of  the  meeting  was 
/oted  to  screenings  of  Hunt 
Romberg's  "Lady  of  Burlesque" 
i  Sol  Lesser's  "Stage  Door  Can- 
n." 


Crescent  Otters  Reorg.  Plan 

Proposal  Goes  Before  Court  on  Thursday 


(Continued 

reorganization,  which  would  carry 
out  principal  provisions  of  the  de- 
cree, follows: 

"That  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  this  decree  (unless  there 
is  an  appeal,  and  then  within  six 
months  from  the  date  the  de- 
cree becomes  final,  if  affirmed) 
defendant  exhibitors  shall  pre- 
sent to  the  court  a  plan  of  re- 
organization pursuant  to  which 
none  of  said  defendant  exhibi- 
tor corporations  will  own  stock 
inany  other  of  said  defendant- 
exhibitor.  Corporations  and 
neither  the  defendant,  Sudekum, 
nor  the  defendant,  Stengel, 
shall  be  an  officer  of  more  than 
one  of  said  defendant  corpora- 
tions. In  preparing  said  plan 
or  reorganization  defendant  ex- 
hibitors may  take  into  consider- 
ation the  question  of  Federal  in- 
come taxes  as  far  as  practical. 
The  plan  may  contain  provisions 
wlhereby  theaters  owned  and 
operated  by  the  defendant  ex- 
hibitors may  be  transferred  or 
leased  to  another  defendant  ex- 
hibitor corporation;  but  such 
provisions,  as  well  as  all  other 
provisions  of  the  plan,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
court  after  a  hearing  at  which 
all  interested  parties,  including 
stockholders,,  whether  or  not 
they    are    parties    to    this    pro- 


from  Page   1 ) 

ceeding,  shall  have  the  opportu- 
nity   to    present    objections." 

The  attack  of  Crescent  Counsel  William 
Waller  on  the  proposed  decree  claims  that 
the  first  nine  sections  are  too  indefinite  and 
that  the  "defendant  exhibitors  are  entitled 
to  have  prescribed  for  them  some  certain 
standard  of  conduct  otherwise  they  might 
find  themselves  in  contempt  of  court."  It 
further  insists  that  "defendant  exhibitors 
should  be  told  what  theaters  must  be  dis- 
posed of  or  abandoned  and  what  should  be 
done    with    each   of    them." 

Further  evidence  of  the  "indefiniteness"  of 
the  decree  in  its  present  form  is  offered  by 
Counsel  Waller  in  his  objection  to  Provision 
10.  This  section  orders  the  invalidation  of 
all  existing  franchises,  including  in  the  list 
of  corporations  Cumberland  Amusement  Com- 
pany and  among  individuals  the  names  of 
Anthony  Sudekum  and  K.  C.  Stengel.  Wal- 
ler points  out  that  neither  Cumberland  Amuse- 
ment Co.  or  defendants  Sudekum  and  Stengel 
are  parties  to  any  of  the  existing  franchises. 
Concerning  the  provision  for  payment  of 
all  costs  by  defendants,  the  Crescent  plea 
contends : 

"We  think  that  costs  should  not  be  taxed 
entirely  against  exhibitor  defendants  and 
United  Artists  Corporation,  unless  it  is  un- 
derstood that  only  the  clerk's  costs  are  re- 
ferred to.  Fees  of  witnesses,  including  mile- 
age fees,  should  be  paid  by  the  parties  who 
called  the  witnesses.  In  this  case  the  Gov- 
ernment had  numerous  witnesses  who  came 
from  distant  points  and  remained  in  Nashville 
for  several  days.  It  would  unduly  penalize 
defendant  exhibitors  to  be  required  to  pay 
these  expenses."  Edward  J.  Raftery,  for 
United  Artists,  has  pleaded  that  his  corpora- 
tion was  "too  lightly  implicated"  in  the  sui't 
to  be  taxed  with  any  part  of  the  costs  which 
represent  the  major  financial  stake  in  the 
litigation. 

Attorney  W.  H.  Mitchell,  Florence,  Ala., 
has  filed  a  motion  in  behalf  of  Muscle  Shoals 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  will  defend  it  before 
Judge    Davies    Thursday. 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

JEFFREY  LYNN,  Warner  player,  commissioned 
a  second   lieutenant,   USA. 

HAROLD  SHAPIRO,  Milwaukee  attorney,  com- 
missioned a  lieutenant  (j.g.),  USNR. 

HIRAM      C.      HANSON,      Eastman      Kodak      Co.. 
Rochester,   commissioned   an   ensign,   USNR. 
—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

MAJ.  KENNETH  W.  CLARK,  former  MPPDA  di- 
rector of  public  relations,  promoted  to 
lieutenant    colonel. 

CAPT.    WAYNE    KING,    promoted    to   major. 

RAY  BROWN,  JR.,  former  Warner  theater  man- 
ager, and  son  of  Ray  Brown,  Warner  dis- 
trict manager,  Cleveland,  promoted  to  staff 
sergeant. 

*  ARMY  * 

ERWIN  LANG,  United  Artists  exchange.  Chi- 
cago. 

JOSEPH  ZISOOK,  M-C-M,  Chicago. 

MARTIN  SHACKIN,   M-G-M,  Chicago. 

JOHNNY  WILSON,  National  Screen  Service 
Seattle. 

WALLY  NASS,  National  Screen  Service,  Seattle. 

CHARLES  FREEMAN,  manager,  Lincoln,  Stuart 
and    Nebraska    Theaters,    Lincoln,    Neb 

DESI     ARNAZ,     Hollywood. 

AL   BEICH,    Republic   writer,    Hollywood. 

GEORCE  SANTORO,  Republic  prop  department, 
Hollywood. 

CHARLES  M.  BROWN,  free  lance  writer,  Holly- 
wood. 

*  NAVY  * 

PAUL  JACOBS,  manager,  Warners'  Columbia 
Theater,    Portsmouth. 


Ben  Lourie  to  Chicago 
As  Columbia  Manager 


New  Haven,  O.  —  Benjamin  J. 
Lourie,  Columbia  salesman,  with  the 
company  here  since  1931,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  managership  of 
the  Chicago  exchange.  Lourie  en- 
tered the  film  business  22  years 
ago  as  salesman  for  Franklin  Film 
Co.,  franchise-holder  for  Warners 
pictures,  in  Boston.  Two  years  later 
he  became  New  Haven  manager  for 
the  same  outfit,  later  going  over  to 
Tiffany. 


Herman  Weingarten  Dies 
In  Miami;  Rites  Friday 


Funeral  services  for  Herman 
Weingarten,  62,  who  owned  theater 
real  estate  in  New  York,  including 
the  Art  Theater,  will  be  held  at 
1:30  p.  m.  Friday  at  Riverside 
Funeral  Chapel,  76th  St.,  and  Am- 
sterdam Ave.  He  died  in  Miami 
Sunday  morning.  Survivors  include 
his  wife,  Bernice,  and  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Esther  Fildman  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
rietta   Weiss.  N 


NTS-Bludworth  Join 
With  Change  of  Name 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Walter  E.  Green,  president  of  NTS. 
Latter  said  in  his  statement  that 
addition  of  Bludworth  to  the  com- 
pany's line  would  greatly  increase 
the  scope  of  NTS's  business. 

"In  this  expansion  of  National's 
development,"  Green  pointed  out, 
"operations  of  the  combined  organi- 
zations will  be  carried  on  under  the 
corporate  title  of  National-Simplex- 
Bludworth,  Inc.  In  the  theater  equip- 
ment and  allied  fields,  the  16-year- 
old  equipment  organization  will,  in 
the  future,  utilize  the  full  title  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  Division 
of  National-Simplex-Bludworth,  Inc. 
This  is  the  only  change,  so  far  as 
National  Theatre  Supply  is  con- 
cerned." Green  emphasized  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  no  other  change 
in  the  executive  management  of  Na- 
tional or  in  its  28  branches  through- 
out the  country. 

George  Friedl,  former  president 
of  Bludworth,  Inc.,  with  headquart- 
ers in  New  York,  long  active  in 
SMPE,  has  been  elected  a  vice-pres- 
ident of  National  -  Simplex  -  Blud- 
worth. 


Services  for  Mrs.  Title 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Hanna 
Title,  85,  mother  of  Sol  Title  of  The 
Exhibitor  circulation  department, 
will  be  held  tomorrow  at  Park  West 
Funeral  Parlor.  Interment  will  be 
at  Union  Fields  Cemetery.  Another 
survivor  is  Ben  J.  Title,  former  ex- 
hibitor, now  living  in  Texas. 


ROY  ROGERS   •  T 


1.  The  Governor  details  Roy  Rogers  and  Smiley 
Burnette  to  track  down  a  sabotage  ring. 


2.  With  the  aid  of  Peggy  Moran  and  Dorothea 
Kent,  they  join  the  suspect  Merrymakers  Revue.  4 


5.  Smiley  produces  a  code  telegram  sent  by 
Maurice  to  a  mysterious  Mr.  Triplett. 


6.  Roy  and  The  Sons  Of  The  Pioneers  raid  the 
tent  show  and  capture  Dave  and  Maurice. 


9.  Back  at  the  tent  show,    Roy  Rogers    traps 
a  man    asking  a  question  about  "triplet." 


10.  In  the  meantime,  Maurice  is  planning  to 
blow  up  a  bridge  as  a  supply  train  crosses  it.  | 


nMSMIUY 

BURNETTE 


KING  OF  TH 


A   RE  PUB  LI 
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3.  They  uncover  evidence  implicating  its  owner, 
James  Bush,  and  Gerald  Mohr,  a  mystic. 


'.  The  men  escape,  surprise  Roy.  Maurice 
hoots  Dave,  and  frames  Roy  for  the  killing. 


ill.  Roy  captures  Maurice  Ond  Dave,  prevents 
the  sabotage,  and  blasts  the  sabotage  ring. 


4.  The  pair  traps  Roy  as  he  is  attempting  to 
locate  a  codebook  used  by  the  saboteurs. 


8.  The   Governor  is  killed   while  trailing   Mr;f 
Triplett.  Peggy  helps  Roy  to  escape  from  jail. 


12.  Roy  and  Peggy  decide  that  they  have  com- 
mon interests  other  than  detective  work. 


BOB    NOLAN    and    THE    SONS 
*of  the  PIONEERS  •   PEGGY  MORAN 

GERALD  MOHR  •  DOROTHEA  KENT ■•  LLOYD  CORRIGAN 
JOSEPH  KANE— Director 

BUY    U.    S.    WAR    SAVINGS    BONDS 
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with  BOBBY  SAMARZICH,  CONRAD  BINYON,  MARY  LOU  HARRINGTON,  SCOTTY  BECKETT,  STEVEN  MULLEf 
Screen  Play  bu  Ferdinand  Reuher  -  Produced  bu  COLBERT  CLARK  •  Directed  by  SIDNEY  SALKOW-  A  COLUMBIA  PICTURI 


heaters'  Bond  Sales  $165,000,000: 


For  the  nine  months  ending  Feb.  28,  3,700  theaters  sold  a  total  of  $165,000,- 
000  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps,  Si  Fabian,  head  of  the  WAC  theaters  division, 

old  the  MPTOA  board  of  directors  yesterday  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Inasmuch  as  approximately  8,500  theaters  are  selling  Bonds  and  Stamps,  the  total 
expected  to  go  far  beyond  the  figure.    Fabian  said  a  new  plan  for  reporting  the  Bond  sales  would  be  put  into  operation  in  June  when  theaters 

.ould  report  to  the  territorial  WAC  chairman,  instead  of  reporting  direct  to  New  York. 


Intimate  in  Character 
[International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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IRITISH  LIFT  "FREEZING"  ORDER  ON  PK  COIN 

War  Job  or  1- A  Order  to  Trade  Workers  Illegal 


■i  Fabian  Tells  MPTOA 
arley  WAC  Is  Setting 
raft  Boards  "Right" 

By   AL  STEEN 

ssociate  Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Draft  boards  that  have  ordered 
dustry  personnel  to  get  into  war 
bs  or  be  classified  as  1-A  are  do- 
g  so  illegally  and  steps  are  being 
iken  to  clear  up  the  misunderstand- 
g,  Si  Fabian,  head  of  the  theaters 
vision  of  the  WAC,  told  the 
PTOA    board    of  directors   yester- 

A  draft  board  cannot  change  the 

(Continued  on    Page   3) 


Warners  Buy  $5,000,000  in  War  Loan  Bonds 

Wit  tie  Execs,  and  Employes  Take  $530,000 

Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  subscribed  to  $5,000,000  in  Bonds  of  the 
Second  War  Loan,  while  execs,  and  other  employes  have  taken  an  additional 
$530,000,  it  was  revealed  yesterday  by  Samuel  Schneider,  assistant  to  Prexy 
Harry  M.  Warner,  following  a  preliminary  tabulation  of  results  of  recent  war 
loan  rallies.     Final  report  should  boast  the  total  substantially,  Schneider  said. 

Of  the  amount  purchased  by  the  company,  $1,000,000  was  bought  through 
Jack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer,  on  the  Coast.  Home  office  execs  sub- 
scribed to  $125,000  following  the  New  York  rally.  Remaining  $405,000  was 
subscribed  by  employes  at  the  home  office,  throughout  the  theater  circuit, 
branches,  offices  and  studios. 


Oct.  25  Last  Made  Effective 
Date;  Companies  to  Get 
Millions  in  Blocked  Funds 


ieservations  Pour  In 
or  UJA's  Luncheon 


Final  organizational  details  for 
hat  is  hailed  as  one  of  the  most 
tal  meetings  in  the  annals  of  the 
idustry's  welfare  activities, — the 
fth  annual  luncheon  conclave  of  the 
nited  Jewish  Appeal's  Amusement 
ivision,  next  Tuesday  in  the  Hotel 
stor — ,  were  completed  at  a  lun- 
leon  session  there  yesterday,  at- 
;p.ded  by  some  30  committeemen. 
o-Chairman  David  Bernstein  pre- 
ded,  and  the  meeting  was  informal- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Three  Regional  Sales 
Meets  for  Columbia 


As  a  step  to  conserve  transporta- 
tion in  wartime,  Columbia  will  di- 
vide its  annual  sales  convention  in- 
to three  separate  meetings,  it  was 
announced  yesterday  by  A.  Monta- 
gue, company's  general  sales  man- 
ager. Initial  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Chicago,  May  11-12-13,  to  be  fol- 
lowed   by    the    New   York   conclave, 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 

Indie  Poster  Exchanges 
In  NSS  Suit  Settlement 


Isks  Receiver  for  "U" 
'harging  Mismanagement 

I  

W  ilmington,  Del. — A  complaint  was 
.  Jled  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  here 
jl|esterday   on   behalf   of   Dorette   A. 

|'Tise,  a  resident  of  Red  Bank,  N.  J., 
■feainst    the    Universal     Corp.,    the 

I'  nited  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Stand- 

(Continued  on    Page   3) 


Vame    Michalove 

To  MPTOA  Board 

Dan  Michalove  of  National  The- 
aters yesterday  was  named  a  member 
of  the  MPTOA  board  of  directors  to 
replace  Spyros  Skouras.  Skouras  be- 
came ineligible  to  serve  as  a  director 
i  when  he  became  president  of  20th 
Century-Fox. 


Action  of  independent  poster  ex- 
changes against  National  Screen 
Service  Corp.,  Loew's,  Inc.,  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  and  RKO  Ra- 
dio Pictures,  Inc.,  brought  in  U.  S. 
District  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  settled,  it  was  announced  yes- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


No  Roadshow  Policy 
For  Lesser's  'Canteen' 


"Stage  Door  Canteen,"  Sol  Les- 
ser's forthcoming  UA  production, 
will  be  released  within  the  next 
month  at  regular  admission  prices, 
Carl  Leserman,  general  sales  man- 
ager, announced  yesterday  at  the 
second  session  of  UA's  district  man- 
agers' meeting  here. 

Policy  was   arrived   at   after  con- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Exhibs.  Won  Over  to  P.C. 
Deals,  Says  Kalmenson 


A  distinct  victory,  diplomatic 
and  financial,  for  the  U.  S.  film 
industry  was  registered  yester- 
day with  the  disclosure,  via  a  con- 
firming statement  released  by  Will 
H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  that  the 
British  Government  had  tei-minated 
its  special  remittance  restrictions  as 
of  Oct.  25  last. 

Transfers  of  British  film  coin  in 
the  future  thus  will  be  subject  only 
to  the  Exchange  Control  Regulations 
in  the  ordinary  way  and  will  be 
handled  through  the  same  machin- 
ery as  other  remittances  from  Eng- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


21  Directors,  Officers 
At  MPTOA's  Session 


Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  general 
sales  manager,  addressing  yester- 
day's session  of  the  all-week  meet- 
ing of  field  reps,  presided  over  by 
Mort  Blumenstock,  declared  that  an 
increasing  number  of  exhibitors  are 
being  won  over  to  percentage  deals 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Theater  Fire  Losses  Up  400% 

Smith  Lays  Jump  to  Inexperienced  Operators 


St.  Louis  MPTO  Accepts 
Plan  for  Control  of  Duals 


St.  Louis — A  plan  for  the  control 
of  duals  in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
County  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Mis- 
souri and  Southern  Illinois.  Provis- 
ions call  for  single  feature  handling 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Theater  losses  due  to  fires  in- 
creased 400  per  cent  in  the  last  four 
months  over  the  previous  four 
months,  A.  G.  Smith,  head  of  the 
division  of  the  WPB,  told  the 
MPTOA  board  of  directors  in  ses- 
sion at  the  Hotel  Astor  yesterday. 
Smith  said  the  losses  were  largely 
due  to  inexperienced  operators. 

Smith  warned  theater  men  to  take 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


After  laying  the  groundwork  yes- 
terday for  the  more  important  dis- 
cussions to  come,  the  MPTOA  today 
will  take  up  the  problems  facing  the 
industry  and  act  on  them  accord- 
ingly.   Twenty-one  directors  and  offi- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Harmon  to  Fill  Speaking 
Dates  in  Southern  Cities 


Francis  S.  Harmon,  WAC  ex- 
ecutive vice-chairman,  will  address 
the  Rotary  Club  of  New  Orleans  on 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


Indie  Exhihs.  Pay 
Half  of  WAC  Expenses 

Of  the  $60,000  assessed  against 
the  nation's  theaters  for  their  part 
in  contributing  to  the  WAC  budget, 
more  than  $50,000  already  has  been 
collected.  Of  this  amount,  approxi- 
mately one-half  has  been  sent  in 
by  independent  exhibitors.  This  was 
revealed  yesterday  by  Si  Fabian  at 
the  MPTOA  board  of  directors  meet- 
ing. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
18         163/g     18       -f  iy2 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2y2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.    Kodak     1 

do    pfd 

Cen.     Prec.     Eq. 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount     

Para.   1st  pfd 

RKO    

RKO  $6   pfd 

20th     Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner   Bros 

do     pfd 

NEW    YORK 
Para.    B'way   3s55      . 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56   1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
1 


175/8     n 
36         36 
2V4 

163/g 


2Vi 

16 


171/2  +  VS 

36  +  U/s 

2i/4  +  i/4 

16  —  l/4 


64i/2   1633/4   1641/2   +   1 


213/4  215/g  213/4  +  Vb 
56  55  551/2  —  1/2 
26         255/s     25S/8  —     % 


9 
89 

213/4 
311/8 


83/4  83/4  —  1/4 

88  88  +  IVi 

211/b  211/4  +  1/2 

31  31  +  1/8 


Hi/4     13%     13%  —     % 
80         80         80       —     5/8 

BOND    MARKET 


043/4   1043/4   1043/4    +      1/4 
03       103       103 


NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 


Monogram    Picts 
Radio-Keith    cvs. 
Sonotone  Corp. 
Technicolor 
Universal   Picts. 

Trans-Lux     3  2%       2%   +      i/8 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     193/4     191/2     193/4   +     l/4 


31/2  23/4  2%      

11/2  13/8  H/2  +       1/8 

33/8  33/s  33/s       

13%  125/8  133/s  +   iy8 


Warners  Buy  $125,000 
Canadian  Victory  Bonds 


Toronto — Warners  has  announced 
the  investment  of  $125,000  in  Fourth 
Victory  Loan  Bonds  through  its  Can- 
adian subsidiary,  Vitagraph  Ltd.,  ac- 
cording to  Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Dominion  distributing 
organization.  This  is  the  first  pur- 
chase bv  a  major  company  in  Can- 
ada, and  represents  a  $50,000  increase 
over  the  company's  previous  sub- 
scriptions to  Canadian  War  Bonds. 


Bank  Night  Survives  New 
Legal  Assault  in  Mass. 

Bank  Night  in  five  New  England 
states  has  survived  22  test  cases 
and  is  still  declared  not  to  be  a 
lottery.  Third  case  in  Middlesex 
County,  Mass.,  was  dismissed  two 
weeks  ago  and  the  district  attorney 
hi:s  indicated  that  there  will  be  no 
more  charges.  Only  in  Connecticut 
has  the  game  been  outlawed,  not 
because  of  lottery  charges  but  be- 
cause such  games  are  said  to  vio- 
late state  statutes. 

Bank  Night  is  drawing  bigger  pa- 
tronage today  than  when  it  was  first 
introduced  into  New  England  more 
than  seven  years  ago,  according  to 
Roy  Heffner,  owner  of  territorial 
rights.  While  not  as  many  theaters 
are  using  the  game  as  previously, 
Heffner  said  that  bigger  business 
was  being  experienced  by  theaters 
operating  it. 

Heffner  has  changed  the  original 
Bank  Night  formula  through  "quali- 
fying" cards  which  have  taken  the 
last  bit  of  lottery  "sting"  from  the 
game,  he  said. 


Industry  Will  Co-Operate 
On  Flag  Day  Observance 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — Widespread  industry 
co-operation  in  the  celebration  of 
Flay  Day,  June  14,  is  now  being  ar- 
ranged by  OWI  and  the  WAC.  As 
last  year,  the  President  is  expected 
to  make  his  Flag  Day  proclamation 
apply  to  all  the  United  Nations  and 
the  keynote  of  the  celebration  will 
be  "team  work." 

Theaters  will  be  asked  to  display 
posters,  and  stage  shows  will  carry 
through  the  United  Nations  and 
teamwork  motifs  throughout  the 
week.  It  is  doubtful  that  there  will 
be  any  special  shorts  issued  for  the 
occasion,  but  extensive  newsreel  ob- 
servance is  looked  for. 


Six  Film  Stocks  Climb 
To  New  Highs  for  1942 


Six  amusement  stocks  on  the  big 
board  yesterday  climbed  to  new 
highs  for  the  year.  The  previous 
day,  eight  issues  showed  new  highs. 

American  Seating  yesterday  ad- 
vanced from  16%  to  18  points,  a 
gain  of  W2.  points;  Eastman  Kodak 
gained  a  point,  closing  at  164%. 
RKO  $6  preferred  climbed  to  89, 
then  slid  back  to  88  but  an  advance 
of  \xk  points  for  the  day.  CFI  com- 
mon gained  M,  closing  at  2;  General 
Precision  Equipment  advanced  %  to 
21%.  After  going  up  %,  to  21%, 
20th  Century-Fox  common  lost  % 
point  but  still  a  gain  of  V2  point  for 
the   day. 

Formby  and  Coward  to 
Canada  for  Charity  Tour 


Toronto — George  Formby,  British 
screen  comedian,  and  Noel  Coward 
are  to  tour  Canadian  theaters  this 
Summer  in  behalf  of  the  Navy 
League  of  Canada  to  assist  in  the 
raising  of  war  charity  funds. 


RCA  Quarter  Net  Down 
As  Tax  Proviso  Jumps 


Despite  a  52  per  cent  increase  in 
gross  business,  Radio  Corporation  of 
America's  first  1943  quarter  report 
shows  a  decline  of  three  per  cent 
in  net  profits  after  taxes  when  com- 
pared with  the  initial  1942  quarter, 
David  Sarnoff,  president,  announced 
yesterday  at  the  24th  annual  stock- 
holders meeting.  Decline  is  due  to 
increased  provision  for  Federal  in- 
come  taxes. 

Net  profit  reported  before  taxes 
was  $8,936,000,  an  increase  of  $1,- 
371,000  or  18  per  cent  over  1942, 
but  tax  provision  of  $6,341,000 
brought  the  net  to  $2,595,000,  com- 
pared with  $2,667,000  in  1942.  Con- 
solidated gross  business  in  the  first 
1943  quarter  was  $67,293,000  com- 
pared with  $44,131,000  in  1942.  Tax 
provision  for  the  1943  quarter  is 
$1,443,000  or  29  per  cent  over  the 
same   1942  quarter. 

Common  stock  earnings  for  the  last  quar- 
ter were  12.9  per  share  compared  with  13.4 
cents  in  1942.  Taxes  per  common  share  are 
estimated  at  46  cents  per  share  in  1943  and 
35    cents   per    share    in    1942. 

In  his  message  to  the  stockholders,  Sarnoff 
noted  that  RCA  television  techniques  are 
the  basis  of  several  wartime  advances  but  he 
did  not  elaborate  as  the  work  is  a  military 
secret   until    after   the    war. 

RCA  personnel  on  May  1  totaled  38.027. 
an  increase  of  7,566  or  25  per  cent  over  Jan. 
1,  1942.  To  date,  4,589  employes  have 
joined  the  armed  forces  and  19  have  lost 
their    lives    in    the    service. 


RKO  War  Bond  and  Stamp 
Golf  Tourney  on  May  25 

RKO  will  hold  its  eighth  annual 
golf  tournament  at  the  Westchester 
Country  Club  on  May  25.  Event 
this  year  will  be  known  officially  as 
the  War  Bonds  and  Stamps  Tourna- 
ment because  bonds  and  stamps  will 
be  the  awards. 

The  prire  committee  includes  former  Sen. 
J.  Henry  Walters,  John  Farmer,  Dick  Gavin 
and  Lou  Gaudreau.  Other  committees  and 
their  personnel  are  as  follows :  Tournament : 
N.  Peter  Rathvon,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  R.  C. 
Patterson,  Jr.,  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Senator 
Walters.  Gordon  Yaungman,  Leon  Goldberg. 
Major  L.  E.  Thompson  and  Garrett  Van 
Wagner;'  Publicity:  S.  Barret  McCormick. 
Rutgers  Neilson,  Harry  Mandel,  Arthur  M. 
Brilant,  Jack  Level,  John  Cassidy.  Al  Adams 
and  Eddie  Sniderman ;  Working :  Charles 
Fretz,  Art  White,  John  Jones.  Herb  Mayes, 
Art  Joswic,  Eddie  Kestenbaum.  Al  Tuch- 
man    and    Jack    Carney. 


$279,702  Raymond  Blank 
Estate  to  Myron  Blank 

Des  Moines,  la.  —  Raymond  L> 
Blank,  son  of  A.  H.  Blank,  head  of 
Tri-States  and  Central  States  The- 
ater Corps,  left  an  estate  of  $297,702, 
according  to  a  preliminary  inherit- 
ance tax  report  filed  in  district  court. 
Estate  was  left  to  Myron  Blank,  a 
second  son.  The  tax  report  listed  as- 
sets of  $65,000  in  real  estate,  $27,- 
602  in  cash  and  bank  deposits,  $175,- 
000  in  stocks  and  bonds,  $30,000  in 
insurance  and  with  debts  of  $16,000. 


Gotham  Exhibs.  Secure 
15,830  Plasma  Donors 


Exhibitors  in  the  metropolitan  ex- 
change area  have  sent  15,830  blood 
donors  to  Red  Cross  Blood  Banks 
since  the  start  of  the  theaters  drive 
on  Feb.  8. 


COmmC  and  Gome 


MAY    PICKFORD    leaves    for    Toronto    on    Ma  , 
11    for  the  first  of  a  series  of   Bond   rallies. 

ERICH  VON  STROHEIM  is  due  in  New  Yorl 
on  May  18  from  the  Coast  preparatory  to  . 
tour  of  key  cities  in  conjunction  with  pre-re 
lease    engagements    of    "Five    Craves    to    Cairo.' 

BEN     KALMENSON,     Warners'     general     sale 
manager,    and   JULES    LAPIDUS,    Eastern    divisio 
sales  manager,   left  last  night  for  Cleveland  an  I 
other   exchange  centers. 

LEON     SCHLESINCER,     producer     of     cartoo  ! 
comedies   for  Warners   arrived    in   New  York  yes 
terday    from    the    Coast. 

WILLIAM  HARRIS,  JR.,  leaves  for  i.  Coas 
today. 

HARRY    GOLDBERG,    Warner    Circuit    advertis  ; 
ing    and    publicity    director,    spent    yesterday    i 
Philadelphia   and   will    be   there   again   tomorro* 

JOE     HORNSTEIN,     head     of     Joe     Hornsteir .' 
Inc.,    is    in    San    Francisco    and    is    scheduled   t 
return   shortly   to    New   York. 


Court  Adjourns  Trial 
Of  Zevin  to  May  10 

The  perjury  trial  of  Isadore  Zevin 
former    bookkeeper    for    George    E  | 
Browne,  one-time  head  of  the  IATSE  i 
yesterday  was  adjourned  to  May  H 
by    Federal   Judge   Alfred    C.    Coxe  j 
The  trial  may  be  delayed  further,  ac  I 
cording  to  Assistant  U.  S.  Attornevl 
Boris  Kostelanetz,  because  the  Gov! 
ernment    does    not   expect   to   brinj 
Zevin    to   trial  until   after  the   tria 
of  Louis  Kaufman,  John  Rosselli  am 
six    Chicago    gangsters    who    wer< 
named   in   a   Federal  anti-racketeer 
ing  indictment. 

U.  S.  Attorney  Mathias  F.  Cor 
rea  yesterday  denied  earlier  report 
from  Chicago  that  he  would  resig: 
from  office  to  join  the  armed  force 
before  the  trial  of  Kaufman,  Ros 
selli  and  the  others.  Correa  said  h 
had  no  intention  of  resigning  befor 
the  entire  case  was  wound  up. 

Eastman  Promotes  Two 
To  Top  Advertising  Posts 

Rochester — Promotion  of  two  as 
sistant  advertising  managers  o 
Eastman  Kodak  was  announced  yes 
terday.  L.  Hayward  Bartlett  ha 
been  appointed  director  of  advertis 
ing  and  Waldo  B.  Potter  has  bee 
named  director  of  advertising  opei 
ations.  Promotion  of  the  two  me 
resulted  from  the  resignation  c 
Howard  H.  Imray  as  advertisin 
manager  because  of  illness.  Barl 
lett,  who  came  to  Kodak  in  1914,  ha 
been  assistant  advertising  manage 
for  about  20  years.  Potter  joine 
Kodak  in  1921  and  has  been  assis 
tant  advertising  manager  for  abou 
10  years. 
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alls  War  Job  or 
A  Order  Illegal 


< Continued  from  Page  1) 

aft  status  of  a  man  merely  be- 
tuse  he  works  for  a  theater  or  a 
.-tributing  company,  Fabian  said, 
id  already  the  WAC  has  "set  draft 
tards  right"  on  the  situation.  Fab- 
n  indicated  that  some  boards  have 

ne  beyond  their  authority  in  or- 
•ring  theater  men  to  find  "essen- 
fil"  jobs.  Wherever  such  a  condi- 
i" — has  arisen,  the  WAC  has  con- 

Mf  the  state  selective  service 
and  has  straightened  out  the 
i^ue.  One  of  the  more  recent  cases 
iis  the  one  in  New  Haven  where 
uir  men  were  ordered  to  quit  their 
r.usement  jobs  and  get  work  in 
•fense  factories.  That  situation  is 
iing  probed  and  it  is  likely  that 
ie  order  will  be  remanded. 
Fabian  said  that  the  industry 
<iuld  never  ask  the  deferment  of  s 
an  who  is  eligible  for  the  armed 
■rvices,  but  where  a  man  is  in  a 
?ferred  classification,  theaters  or 
<changes   had    the   right   to   retain 


Uks  Receiver  for  "U" 
Charging  Mismanagement 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
rd  Capital  Co.,  and  J.  Cheever  Cow- 
.  Paul  G.  Brown,  Daniel  M.  Shaf- 
er,  Willis  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Charles 
>.  Prutzman,  J.  Arthur  Rank,  Na- 
tian  Blumberg,  Mathew  Fox,  Budd 
;ogers,  Octavio  Prochet,  D.  C.  Coi- 
ns, Preston  Davie,  William  Scully, 
H.  Seidelman,  Clifford  Work, 
i  harles  Rogers,  Robert  H.  Coch- 
an.  and  Samuel  I.  Rosen. 

The  complaint  alleges  mismanage- 
lent  of  the  corporations  and  asks 
)r  the  appointment  of  receiver  for 
ie  corporations. 


It.  Louis  MPTO  Accepts 
»lan  for  Control  of  Duals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
y  subsequent-runs  when  a  picture 
uns  as  a  single  on  its  first-run.  Ex- 
eption  is  the  case  of  a  feature  on 
r\e  same  bill  as  a  stage  show;  in  this 
ase  the  program  is  considered  a 
ual  and  the  feature  can  be  double- 
illed  by  subsequents. 
Plan  is  a  substitute  for  a  proposal 
dvanced  by  Harry  C.  Arthur,  F  & 
T-St.  Louis   Amusement  Co.  head. 


Charles  C.  Pettijohn 
Alice    Faye 


Tyrone    Power 
June  Lang 


All  Technical  Details  for  the  GreeU  War  Relief 
Show  Completed  at  Yesterday's  Meeting 

At  a  meeting  at  the  Music  Hall  Theater  yesterday  every  technical  detail 
for  the  Greek  War  Relief  show  at  Madison  Square  Garden  on  May  18  was 
completed.  Howard  Bay  has  designed  the  set  which  will  embody  the  use  of  a 
huge  cyclorama  curtain  to  block  off  the  9th  Avenue  end  of  the  Garden.  A  40-foot 
replica  of  the  famous  Greek  statute  Winged  Victory  will  be  mounted  on  the 
huge  garden  stage.  Paul  Ash,  who  will  be  the  musical  director  for  the  show, 
has  received  permission  from  the  Army  to  recruit  his  pit  musicians  from  the 
Army  camps  in  the  vicinity.     He  has  already  obtained  40  outstanding  men. 

Some  units  for  the  show  have  also  been  completed.  Fred  Waring  and  his 
choral  group  will  open  the  show,  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  the  entire  company  from  the 
Roxy  will  stage  the  "One  O'clock  Jump,"  and  the  Music  Hall  will  stage  the  finale, 
which  will  include  all  their  groups.  For  the  in-between  acts,  Jimmy  Durante, 
Frank  Sinatra,  Ritz  Brothers,  Ray  Bolger,  and  a  group  from  Hollywood  are  being 
set.  Those  attending  the  meeting  were  Gus  Eyssell,  who  presided  in  the  absence 
of  Harry  Brandt  who  is  ill,  Ed  Sullivan,  Bob  Weitman,  Paul  Ash,  Hassard  Short, 
Bert  Lytell,  Lou  Wolfson,  Hal  Home,  Fred  Lynch,  Dr.  J.  Young  who  represents 
the  Greek  War  Relief,  Harry  Kalscheim,  Fred  Waring,  Jack  Partington,  Arthur 
Knorr,  Russell  Markert,  Solly  Pernick,  Howard  Bay,  Harry  Rohm,  Johnny  Dugan, 
Vincent  Jacobi,  Allan  Corelli,  James  Sauter,  and  Carl  Erbe. 
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Keep  Theaters  Operating 

"Must  Use  Our  Ingenuity,"  Says  Kuykendall 


Drawing  attention  to  the  accom- 
plishments of  engineers  in  motion 
picture  theater  development,  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA, 
yesterday  called  on  engineers  and 
exhibitors  to  work  together  under 
the  all-out  war  theme  to  keep  the- 
ters   operating. 

Speaking  at  an  informal  get-to- 
gether luncheon  of  the  SMPE,  Kuy- 
kendall stated,  "You,  of  the  engi- 
neers, and  we,  of  the  theater,  must 
use  our  ingenuity  to  continue  op- 
erations of  our  theaters,  maybe  un- 
der restrictions,  probably  with  hard- 
ships, but  do  it  we  will,  but  while 
we  are  in  the  doing  of  this,  we  are 
learning  many  things,  that  will  stav 
with  us  long  after  we  have  knocked 
hell    out    of   the    Axis." 

Noting  that  it  is  wishful  thinking 
to  hope  that  former  employes  will 
be  released  from  service  before  the 
war  is  won,  he   advocated  that   en- 


Harmon  to  Fill  Speaking 
Dates  in  Southern  Cities 


gineers  and  exhibitors,  working  as 
individuals  still  on  the  job,  "im- 
provise, ci-eate,  train  women,  use 
older  men"  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  industry.  "We  as  an  industry, 
do  not  want  to  do  anything  less 
than  our  full  part  in  this  wr.r,"  he 
commented. 

Kuykendall  brought  attention  to 
criticisms  of  flag-waving  in  pictures 
and  noted  that  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  thought,  but  believed  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  industry  to  see  to 
it  that  the  flag  is  waved  at  any  and 
all  places  for  reasons  of  inspiration 
i nd   confidence. 

He  chided  individuals  who  put  the 
collection  of  dollars  ahead  of  their 
obligations  to  America  and  warned 
of  stormy  days  ahead  for  such 
minds,  noting  that  fairness  will  be 
forced  on  them,  and  that  they  may 
find  immediate  financial  advantages 
snatched  away. 


"Mission  to  Moscow' 
National  Dates  Set 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Mey  19,  the  invitation  being  ex- 
tended through  E.  V.  Richards. 
While  in  New  Orleans,  Harmon  will 
confer  with  James  Briant  and  Mau- 
rice  Barr,  WAC   area   execs. 

Harmon  is  also  slated  to  be  chief 
speaker  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Variety  Clubs  of  Texas  and  of  the 
Texas  Theater  Owners,  Inc.  on  June 
S  in  Dallas.  Governor  Coke  Steven- 
son is  to  be  present.  L.  C.  Griffith, 
chairman  of  the  WAC  Exhibitors 
group  in  the  Oklahoma  area  is  ar- 
ranging a  joint  meeting  of  the  Var- 
iety Club  of  Oklahoma  and  of  the 
WAC,  for  Harmon,  to  precede  or  fol- 
low the  Dallas  event. 


Mrs.  Mary  Rudin  Dead 

Cincinnati  —  Mrs.  Mary  Rudin, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Maurice  White, 
White-Libson  Circuit,  died  at  her 
home  here.  A  daughter,  Ruth,  is 
connected  with  Universal  exchange. 


First  out-of-town  opening  for 
Warners'  "Mission  to  Moscow"  will 
take  place  May  12  in  Los  Angeles, 
where  the  picture  will  play  day-and- 
date  in  three  Warner  first-runs,  the 
Downtown,  Hollywood  and  Wilshire. 

Pic  also  opens  May  14  at  the 
Mastbaum,  Philly.  followed  by  open- 
ings in  about  150  Warner  circuit 
houses  within  the  subsequent  week, 
while  an  equal  number  of  nation-wide 
openings  will  take  place  in  the  week 
of  May  20.  Washington,  D.  C, 
premiere  is  set  for  May  28. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    (DAILY 

Washington — It  was  authoritative- 
ly reported  last,  night  that  Joseph 
E.  Davies,  former  U.  S.  Ambassador 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  will  leave  today  for 
Moscow  to  invite  Joseph  Stalin  to 
meet  with  President  Roosevelt. 


Sell  Million  in  Bonds 

Chicago  —  Chicago  film  theaters 
sold  $1,000,000  in  War  Bonds  last 
month    through   volunteer   workers. 


Three  Regional  Sales 
Meets  for  Columbia 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

May  26-27-28,  with  the  concluding 
huddles  in  San  Francisco,  June  5-6. 
Vice-President  Jack  Cohn  and  other 
home  office  officials  will  attend  only 
the  Chicago  and  New  York  meet- 
ings. All  three  sessions  will  be  pre- 
sided   over    by    Montague. 

Sales  executives  present  at  the 
Chicago  and  New  York  gatherings 
will  be  Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Astor, 
Louis  Weinberg  and  Max  Weisfeldt. 
Central  Division  Manager  Carl  Sha- 
lit,  and  Mid- West  Division  Manager 
Phil  Dunas  will  head  the  delegation 
in  Chicago;  New  York  Division  Man- 
ager Nat  Cohn  and  Mid-East  Divi- 
sion Manager  Sam  Galanty  will  head 
the  delegation  in  New  York;  and 
Western  Division  Manager  Jerome 
Safron  in  San  Francisco. 
_  In  addition  to  the  already-men- 
tioned home  office  executives,  branch 
managers  and  the  entire  sales  force 
in  the  respective  territories  will  be 
present  at  the  sessions. 

Grouping  of  branches  to  attend  each 
meeting    follows: 

In  Chicago — Chicago.  Des  Moines,  Mil- 
waukee, Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Detroit,  In- 
dianapolis, Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Atlanta, 
Charlotte,  Dallas,  Memphis  and  Oklahoma 
City. 

In  New  York — New  York,  Albany,  Bos- 
ton, Buffalo,  New  Haven,  Philadelphia,  Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  and  Washing- 
ton. 

In  San  Francisco — Denver,  Los  Angeles, 
Portland,  Salt  Lake  City,  San  Francisco  and 
Seattle. 


Advertising  Women  Will 
Hear  Hubbell  at  Dinner 


Richard  Hubbell,  television  writer- 
director-producer  and  news  commen- 
tator will  be  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  Advertising 
Women  of  New  York,  May  20,  at 
Town  Hall  Club  in  New  York  City. 
Former  television  chief  at  CBS, 
Hubbell  went  to  the  March  of  Time 
as  motion  picture  director  a  year 
ago  and  is  now  television  consultant 
•foi    Fortune    Magazine. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


DAVE  ARTHUR,  assistant  general  manager,  Fan- 
chon  &  Marco-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
St.    Louis. 

CALVIN  LEEDER,  office  manager,  Warners,  Cin- 
cinnati. 

CEORCE  ROSENBAUM,  Universal  exchange,  Cleve- 
land. 

EL  BRENDEL,  JR.,  son  of  the  actor,  manager, 
Rivoli,   Seattle. 

GLEN  ELDRIDGE,  Sterling  Circuit  home  office, 
Seattle. 

WILLIAM  BROWNSTEIN,  assistant,  Loew-Poli, 
Springfield. 

HAROLD  MORTON,  assistant,  State,  Providence. 

JOSEPH  MCALLISTER,  manager,  Woodford, 
Eureka,    III. 

CHRIS  BENDSEN,  manager,  Bond  Theater  (form- 
erly Morrow),   Decatur,   III. 

CHARLES  HARRIS,  manager,  Capitol,  Rochester, 
N.   Y. 

LESTER  McEACRAN,  salesman,  National  Screen 
Service,   Seattle. 
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BOUND  TO  DO  WEL  \ 


ONE  OF  THE  BEST  MEL 


FAST  MOVING,  ENGROSS'*' 


WILL  BE  A  HEALTHY  MONEY 


"Records  at  12  O'clock'! 
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ONE  OF  THE  SCREEN'S  GREAT  AIR- 
ACTION  SHOWS  TAKES  OFF  MAY  8th 
IN  GOLD-BRAID  PREMIERE  AT  FAMOOS 
HARLINGEN  AERIAL  GUNNERY  SCHOOL 

A  Two- Day  Celebration  Including  Full 
Dress  Reviews,  Dancing  in  the  Streets, 
and  Broadcast  on  Interstate  Theatres* 
"Showtime"  Program  .  .  .  with  High 
Officials,  Hollywood  Stars  and  the  Press 
Saluting  this  Sky-Scorching  Sensation 

FILMED  ON  THE  SPOT  AT  HARLINGEN 
WITH  COOPERATION  OF  U.  S.  ARMY 


And  May  18th  — The  Western 
Premiere  at  Las  Vegas  Army 
Gunnery  School,  with  Philip 
Morris  Broadcast  Spreading 
the  News  on  N.  B.  C.  Network ! 


CHESTER  MORRIS 

Directei 

A  Pine-Thomas  Productior 
*Air  Force  Co4t 


a  It  the  box-office,  every  American  will  want  to  see  it. 


ft 


Showmen's  Trade  Review 


:l  RAM  AS  OF  PRE-COMBAT  TRAINING  TO  BE  WHEELED  OUT  OF  ANY  STUDIO. 
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— Variety 
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WAKER... A  BANG-UP  JOB... A  HIT! 

—  Hollywood  Reporter 


C~ION,  SUSPENSE,  PRODUCTION  VALUES." 

— if 

—  Boxoff  ice 
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Starring 

HARD  ARLEN  •  JIMMY  LYDON 

WILLIAM  H.  PINE 

Screen  Play  by  Maxwell  Shane 
i'It  "Directly  Ahead" 
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No  Roadshow  Policy 
For  Lessor's  'Canteen' 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

siderable  discussion  on  the  part  of 
the  sales  staff  and  expressions  from 
major  and  independent  circuit  op- 
erators. 

"This  industry  as  much  as  any 
other,  has  a  wartime  responsibility," 
commented  Leserman.  "The  custom 
has  arisen  in  recent  years  of  mak- 
ing the  public  pay  an  extra  premium 
for  quality  picture  entertainment. 
This  practice  should  be  discouraged 
and  discontinued,  at  least  for  the  du- 
ration. "To  increase  admission 
prices  at  this  time  would  definitely 
be  an  inflationary  measure. 

"No  doubt,"  he  continued,  "with 
the  long  runs  many  pictures  are  now 
enjoying  at  the  box-office,  we  could 
place  'Stage  Door  Canteen'  in  key 
city  two-a-day  runs  successfully. 
But  in  so  doing  we  feel  it  would  be 
unpatriotic  and  contrary  to  the  war 
efforts." 

Lesser  added  the  opinion  that  in 
making  the  pic  available  on  a  gen- 
eral admission  run  plan  at  no  extra 
premium  "the  industry  will  definite- 
ly build  a  richer,  more  enduring  re- 
lationship with  the  public  every- 
where." 

Final  session  of  the  three-day 
huddle  will  take  place  today. 


Saunders  on  War  Council 

Mathew  L.  Saunders  of  Bridge- 
port was  named  among  those  to 
serve  on  the  committee  on  theaters 
in  the  War  Council  of  Gov.  Raymond 
E.  Baldwin  of  Connecticut.  Saund- 
ers' name  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  committee's  personnel  list- 
ed yesterday. 


STORKS 


Cincinnati — Frank  Schrieber,  city 
salesman  for  Universal,  is  the  father 
of  twins,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  born  at 
St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Covington, 
Ky. 


Scranton,  Pa. — Corp.  Earl  Rozelle, 
former  assistant  manager  of  the 
Strand  Theater,  and  Mrs.  Rozelle 
have  a  new  son. 


Chicago — Charles  Thannhausen  of 
the  Essaness  Davis  theater  an- 
nounces the  birth  of  a  baby  girl, 
Dorothy. 


C.  Wesley  Kent,  inspector  in  the 
New  York  District  of  Altec  Ser- 
vice, is  the  proud  pappy  of  another 
son,  Gary  Winston  Kent. 

Chicago — Mrs.  Beatrice  Claypool, 
former  secretary  to  Jack  Flynn, 
M-G-M  Western  division  manager, 
is  the  mother  of  a  baby  girl,  Donna 
Lee,  born  at  the  Lying  In  Hospital. 

Chicago — Arthur  Rosenthal,  of  the 
UA  exchange  announces  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  Marilyn  Iris,  at  the 
Michael    Reese    Hospital. 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

CORP.  ALFRED  J.  COLO,  son  of  Joseph  Golo, 
manager,  Orient  Theater,  'Dunmore,  Pa., 
Soldiers'  Congressional  Medal  for  attempting 
to  save  a  fellow  soldier  from  drowning 
at    Miami    Beach. 

STAFF  SGT.  OWEN  GOLDEN,  JR.,  formerly,  Pal- 
ace Theater,  Avoca,  Pa.,  Oak  Leaf  Cluster 
for  outstanding  achievements  in  the  New 
Cuinea  area.  He  already  wears  the  Dis- 
tinguished   Flying  Cross. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

JOHN   McHUGH,   USA,  former  assistant  manager, 

Comerford,     Wilkes-Barre,     Pa.,    to    warrant 

officer. 
OWEN    GOLDEN,    USA,    formerly.    Palace,   Avoca, 

Pa.,    to    staff    sergeant. 
WILLIAM     CHUBBUCK,      USA,     Sayre     Theater, 

Sayre,    Pa.,    to    corporal. 
GEORGE    J.     MILLER,     USA,     Kingston    Theater, 

Kingston,  'Pa.,   to  sergeant. 
GEORGE    H.    DOEBLER,    USN,    Keystone   Theater, 

Williamsport,     Pa.,     to     aircraft     mechanics 

mate,    third   class. 
RONALD  F.  SEDGWICK,  Toronto;  to  pilot  officer 

RCAF. 
ELSTON  DODGE.  Air  Corps,  operator  of  theaters 

in   Elston   Dodge,    Mt.   Washington  and   New 

Richmond,   O.,    received    his   wings. 

—  •  — 

*  TO  OFFICERS  SCHOOLS  * 

EDDIE     ARTHUR,     assistant     general      manager,' 


Fanchon  &  Marco-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
St.    Louis. 

—  •  — 


*  ARMY  * 


VICTOR  BLAU,  music  advsior,  Warner  studios, 
and  manager  of  copyright  and  music  clear- 
ance department  of  Warner  music  pub- 
lishing companies,  home  office. 

DONALD  McLANE,  doorman,  Rialto,  Scranton, 
Pa. 

BOB    JONES,    M-C-M    booker,    St.    Louis. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

A/C  PHIL  SPIEGEL,  son  of  Harry  Spiegel,  man- 
ager,   Family   Theater,   Scranton,   Pa. 

JOHN  STALLINGS,  JR.,  son  of  the  Midwest 
Theater   Supplies    Co.   executive,    Cincinnati. 

—  •  — 

*  NAVAL  AVIATION  * 

A/C  JACK  COSTELLO,  usher,  Roosevelt  The- 
ater,  Scranton,    Pa. 

*  WAVES  * 

VIVIAN  MARY  WALLANT,  Paramount  booking 
department,    Boston. 

—  •  — 

*  CANADIAN  ARMY  * 

WILLIAM  BOUNSALL,  staff  artist,  Odeon  The- 
aters, Toronto. 


Indie  Poster  Exchanges 
In  NSS  Suit  Settlement 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

terday  by  Louis  Nizer,  of  Phillips, 
Nizer,  Benjamin  &  Krim,  attorneys 
for  NSS;  Michael  Egnal,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs;  and  Bernard  Se- 
gal, of  Schnader  &  Lewis,  attorneys 
for  distributor  defendants.  Counsel 
said  that  plaintiff  poster  exchanges 
are  to  receive  standard  accessories 
via  sub-licenses  from  NSS.  No 
terms  other  than  these  sub-licens- 
ing agreements  were  involved  in  set- 
tlement. Term  of  these  agreements 
is  for  three  years.  By  stipulation 
of  counsel,  an  order  was  signed  by 
Federal  Judge  J.  Cullen  Ganey  dis- 
missing the  action. 

Plaintiffs  were:  Allied  Poster  &  Supply 
Corp.;  Martin  Braverman  and  Saul  Malisow. 
co-partners,  trading  as  Independent  Poster 
Exchange;  Adolph  Cohn,  trading-  as  Center 
Poster  Exchange;  Independent  Advertising 
Service.  Inc. ;  Jack  Judd,  trading  as  Jack 
Judd  Theater  Poster  Service;  Charles  Law- 
lor  and  Mitchell  Pantzer,  trading  as  Inde- 
pendent Poster  Service;  Hyman  and  Morris 
Xegrin,  co-partners,  trading  as  Consolidated 
Poster  Service ;  Morris  J.  Lipp,  trading  as 
Mid-West  Poster  Exchange;  and  Ben  Samp- 
liner  and  Ben  Siegel,  co-partners,  trading  as 
Theater    Advertising    Co. 


District  of  Columbia 
Collects  $31,523  for  M  of  D 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    (DAILY 

Washington  —  A  check  for  $31,- 
523.15  was  presented  to  Chairman  J. 
Russell  Young  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia yesterday  by  Carter  T.  Barron, 
Loew's  division  manager,  on  behalf 
of  local  showmen  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  fund.  This  sum  represented 
I  the  total  of  collections  in  motion  pic- 
1  ture  theaters  and  other  places  of 
Amusement  in  the  District. 


Exhibs.  Won  Over  to  P.C. 
Deals,  Says  Kalmenson 
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as  a  result  of  the  bigger  grosses 
realized  on  this  basis  through  the 
co-op  of  the  field  men  with  the  back- 
ing of  the  h.o.  ad  department.  Closer 
three-way  co-op  between  field  men, 
sales  department  and  exhibs.  was 
urged  by  Kalmenson  as  a  means  of 
further  improving  the  situation. 

Remainder  of  the  day's  discussion 
was  devoted  to  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow." Sessions  resume  today  when 
Charles  Einfeld  will  speak  to  the 
beys  again  on  his  return  from  Wash- 
ington. 

If  IBEW  Wins  10%  Pay  Tilt, 
Other  Demands  Likely 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — If  Local  40  of  the  In- 
ternational Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  is  successful  in  its  fight 
to  have  the  War  Labor  Board  grant 
its  studio  members  a  10  per  cent  pay 
tilt,  it  is  expected  that  the  produc- 
ing companies  will  have  to  give  a 
similar  increase  to  other  crafts  in 
the  studio  basic  agreement,  includ- 
ing carpenters,  teamsters,  utility 
employes,   plasterers  and  others. 

It  is  believed  this  action  would 
cause  other  unions  not  in  the  agree- 
ment also  to  seek  a  pay  increase. 


Mrs.  Annette  Ward  Dead 

Lexington,  Ky.  —  Mrs.  Annette 
Ward,  mother  of  Annabelle  Ward 
Olsen,  co-owner  of  the  Ward-El- 
liott Circuit,  died  at  her  home  here. 


Elias  Lawand  Dead 

Montreal  —  Elias  Lawand,  62, 
pioneer  film  and  theatrical  promoter 
in   Montreal,  is  dead. 
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"Du  Barry  Was  a 
Lady" 

with    Red   Skelton,    Lucille    Ball 

M-G-M  101  Mins. 

MUSICAL  COMEDY  OFFERS  PLENTY 
OF  CRAZY  FUN;  PROVIDES  WELCOME 
RELIEF  FROM   DIET  OF  WAR  FILMS. 

In  a  season  marked  by  a  deluge  of  war 
films  the  screen  version  of  the  Buddy  De- 
Sylva-Herbert  Fields  musical  comes  as 
blessed  relief.  The  production,  la''  SJv 
done  in  superb  Technicolor,  is  una;  ■  i 
fun  concerned  solely  with  the  mission  of 
entertaining  the  public.  That  mission  is 
discharged   with   complete   success. 

The  spirit  of  the  fun  has  been  well  re- 
alized both  in  the  adaptation  and  in  the 
performances  of  a  cast  rich  with  comic 
talents.  The  funsters  are  headed  by  Red 
Skelton,  "Rags"  Ragland  and  Zero  Mostel, 
who  get  assists  from  Donald  Meek,  George 
Givot,  Louise  Beavers,  Gene  Kelly,  Virginia 
O'Brien.  For  dessert  there  is  Lucille  Ball, 
very  stunningly  garbed  and  photographed. 
Her  presence  in  the  cast  will  make  the 
boys  whistle.  One  must  not  forget  Tommy 
Dorsey  and  his  band.  His  name  will  guar- 
antee wholehearted  support  of  the  film  by 
the  younger  element. 

The  story  is  a  crazy  affair  in  which 
Skelton,  a  nightclub  check-room  attendant, 
and  Gene  Kelly,  songsmith  and  hoofer,  are 
ga-ga  over  the  same  gal,  Miss  Ball,  an 
entertainer  at  the  bistro.  The  proceedings 
go  completely  nuts  when  Skelton  imbibes 
a  mickey  by  mistake  and  dreams  he  is  in 
the  court  of  Louis  XV.  In  the  members 
of  the  court  he  recognizes  the  characters 
identified  with  his  nightclub  existence,  with 
M:ss  Ball  among  them  as  the  Du  Barry. 
Plenty  of  good-natured  ribbing  takes  place 
before  Skelton  is  jolted  back  to  reality. 
At  the  end  Gene  Kelly  gets  Miss  Ball.  Skel- 
ton is  allowed  to  have  his  brief  day  in  the 
sun  when  he  wins  a  sweepstakes  prize.  We 
say  brief  because  by  the  time  the  film  is 
over  he  hasn't  any  of  his  winnings  left, 
thanks  primarily  to  the  Internal  Revenue 
Bureau. 

The  cast  is  good.  Mostel  appears  in  only 
a  few  scenes,  but  he  makes  those  scenes 
stand  out. 

The  original  Cole  Porter  songs  have  been 
augmented  by  others  by  Lew  Brown,  Ralph 
Freed,  Burton  Lane,  Roger  Edens,  E.  Y. 
Harburg.  Arthur  Freed  did  a  swell  produc- 
tion job.  Roy  Del  Ruth  directed  snappily 
from  a  screenplay  by  Irving  Brecher  based 
on  an  adaptation  by  Nancy  Hamilton,  with 
additional  dialogue  by  Wilkie  Mahoney. 
'  CAST:  Red  Skelton,  Lucille  Ball,  Gene 
Kelly,  Virginia  O'Brien,  "Rags"  Ragland, 
Zero  Mostel,  Donald  Meek,  Douglass  Dum- 
brille,  George  Givot,  Louise  Beavers,  Tommy 
Dorsey   and   orchestra. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Arthur  Freed;  Di- 
rector, Roy  Del  Ruth;  Screenplay,  Irving 
Brecher;  Adaptation,  Nancy  Hamilton; 
Based  on  show  by  B.  G.  DeSylva,  Herbert 
Fields;  Additional  Dialogue,  Wilkie  Ma- 
honey; Songs,  Cole  Porter,  Lew  Brown, 
Ralph  Freed,  Burton  Lane,  Roger  Edens,  E. 
Y.  Harburg;  Musical  Adaptation,  Roger 
Edens;  Musical  Director,  Georgie  Stoll; 
Dance  Director,  Charles  Walters;  Cam- 
eraman, Karl  Freund;  Art  Director,  Cedric 
Gibbons;  Special  Effects,  Warren  New- 
combe;   Film   Editor,   Blanche  Sewell. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Swell. 
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Reservations  Pour  In 
for  UJA's  Luncheon 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jy  addressed  by  Barney  Balaban, 
also  a  co-chairman,  as  is  Maj  Al- 
bert Warner,  and  by  Ben  S.  Moss, 
luncheon   chairman. 

Featured  speaker  at  the  fifth  an- 
nual luncheon  will  be  Dr.  Abba  Hil- 
lel  Silver,  national  chairman  of  the 
(United  Palestine  Appeal  and  national 
cr  '  simian  of  the  United  Jewish 
AM11.  Importance  of  Dr.  Silver's 
scneduled  speech  is  reflected  in  the 
already  heavy  demand  along  local 
Film  Row,  and  out  of  town  chan- 
nels, for  tables  and  individual  tick- 
ets. Moss  asserted  yesterday  that 
he  had  already  received  400  reser- 
vations, and  added  that  a  unique 
sr.d  dramatic  program  will  give  em- 
phasis to  the  address  by  Dr.  Silver. 

To  Rescue  Homeless  Children 
At  yesterday's  meeting,  a  statement  by 
the  Amusement  Division's  co-chairmen 
pointed  out  that  "opportunities  exist  for  the 
I  jscue  of  20,000  homeless  Jewish  children, 
foredoomed  by  Hitler  to  become  Europe's 
'lost  generation.'  "  and  that  "we  are  particu- 
larly concerned  with  the  problem  of  res- 
cuing those  Jewish  children  in  Europe,  who 
liave  been  orphaned  or  separated  from  their 
parents  by  the  Nazis."  In  the  statement, 
Bernstein,  Balaban  and  Major  Warner  an- 
nounced that  prospects  exist  for  the  evacua- 
tion   of    4,500    youngsters    for    Bulgaria. 

Further,  the  joint  statement  asserted  that 
'representatives  of  our  agencies  in  Turkey 
.and  London  are  conferring  with  the  respec- 
tive governments  there  regarding  their  pas- 
sage (orphaned  children),  and  the  evacua- 
tion of  several  thousand  others  overland  from 
:'Palestine.  Others  of  20,000  can  be  brought 
from  Portugal  and  Spain  for  eventual  set- 
tlement in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  It  is 
our  job  to  raise  the  cost  of  their  transpor- 
tation and  to  guarantee  their  maintenance 
in   the    countries    to    which    they    are    going." 

In  addition  to  the  evacuation  of  these 
youngsters,  it  was  pointed  out,  the  United 
:  Jewish  Appeal  agencies  provide  relief  and 
rescue  measures  to  distressed  Jews  abroad, 
assist  in  the  defense  of  Palestine,  and  pro- 
vide for  refugees  in  the  United  States.  The 
ro-chairmen  attributed  the  "widespread  sup- 
t  irt"  of  the  amusement  field  behind  the 
t'nited  Jewish  Appeal  drive  to  the  fact  that 
it  reflects  "in  the  most  concrete  manner,  the 
Sympathetic  desires  of  the  American  people 
to  extend  all  possible  aid  to  the  victims  of 
Nazi    tyranny." 

Present   at   Luncheon 
I     Present     at     yesterday's     luncheon     of     the 
ivarious    committeemen    were,    in    addition    to 

Bernstein,  Balaban  and  Moss,  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  Toby  Gruen.  Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  Har- 
pld  Rodner,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Max  B.  Black - 
.  nan,    Leopold    Friedman,    Sam    Machnovitch. 

[ohn     Manheimer,     Ralph     I.     Poucher,     Max 
»»   'Seligman.     Louis    Frisch,    Walter    Titus,    Jr.. 

jeorge    H.    Morris,    Joseph    J.    Lee,    Hyman 

Rachmil,  David  Weinstock,  Max  Wolff,  Sam 
^Shain.  Ida  Garretson,  Irving  H.  Greenfield, 
(Sam     Cohen,     and     Abram    Allen. 


Appeal  Board  Modifies 
Smalley  Theater  Award 

Motion  picture  appeal  board  has 
nodified  the  award  of  an  arbitrator 
vho  reduced  the  clearance  held  by 
Schine's  Glove  and  Hippodrome, 
jloversville,  N.  Y„  from  30  to  12 
lays  over  the  Smalley  Theater, 
Johnstown,  N.  Y. 

On  appeal,  the  board  fixed  the 
clove's  clearance  over  the  Smalley 
it  21  days  and  the  Hippodrome's 
:learance  at  14  days.  The  five  con- 
senting companies  were  defendants 
n  the  case. 


Theater  Fire  Losses  Up  400 

Smith  Lays  Jump  to  Inexperienced  Operators 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


every  precaution  to  protect  their 
properties  and  equipment  against 
damage  and  fi:  e,  urging  definite 
rules  for  protection  of  equipment 
through  posters  for  the  employes. 
He  said  that  exhibitors  could  replace 
worn  out  parts  without  seeking  prU 
orities,  but  that  new  pieces  of  equip- 
ment were  practically  out  of  the 
question.  Projectors  must  last  for 
the  duiation. 

Praising    the    exhibitors    for    their    work    in 
returning     copper     drippings     and     strippings, 


Smith  said  that  since  October  theaters  had 
returned  65,000  pounds  of  drippings  and  strip- 
pings. He  added  that  copper  scrap  matinees 
and  collections  by  theaters  had  resulted  in 
bringing  in  1,264,727  pounds  of  copper.  The 
copper  drives  are  still  on,  he  said,  adding  that 
he  expected  to  see  6,000,000  pounds  of  copper 
collected   before  the  campaigns  are  over. 

Smith  further  warned  that  there  was  a 
limitation  on  light  bulbs  and  advised  con- 
srevation.  He  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
get  priorities  on  vacuum  tubes  and  electronic 
parts  (sound  heads,  amplifiers,  etc.)  but  that 
old  parts  should  be  turned  in  for  new  ones. 
Supply  houses  will  have  a  90-day  supply  of 
film    cabinets,    splicers    and    re-winders. 


21  Directors  and  Officers 
Attend  MPTOA's  Session 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cers  attended  the  opening  sessions 
of  the  board  meeting  yesterday.  Two 
others  who  were  delayed  are  ex- 
pected today. 

Attending  the  sessions  yesterday 
were  Ed  Kuykendall,  president;  A. 
Julian  Brylawski,  Morris  Lowen- 
stein,  Walter  Vincent,  Fred  Wehren- 
berg,  R.  R.  Biechele,  Max  A.  Cohen, 
E.  M.  Fay,  Leonard  Goldenson,  A.  C. 
Hayman,  J.  M.  Hone,  0.  C.  Lam, 
Arthur  Lockwood,  Moms  Leonard, 
Sidney  Lust,  Samuel  Pinanski,  Lew- 
en  Pizor,  Roy  Rowe,  Dan  Michalove, 
Major  L.  E.  Thompson  and  Fred 
Wehrenberg.  Expected  today  are 
Mitchell  Wolfson  and  H.  V.  Harvey. 

Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive  vice- 
chairman  of  the  WAC,  and  Lowell 
Mellett,  head  of  the  films  division 
of  the  OWI,  addressed  the  afternoon 


Capital  V.  C.  Will  Open 
Servicemen  Ticket  Booth 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington  —  Next  Monday  sees 
the  opening  of  the  ticket  booth  for 
servicemen  sponsored  by  the  local 
Variety  Club  Tent,  with  Sidney  J. 
Lust  as  chairman  of  the  tickets-for- 
servicemen  committee. 

A  weekly  total  of  about  12,000 
free  tickets  to  theaters,  sporting 
events,  concerts,  etc.,  is  expected  to 
be  distributed  through  this  project. 
The  booth  will  be  manned  by  wives 
of  Variety  Club  members,  with  Mrs. 
Sam  Wheeler  serving  as  chairman. 
Wheeler  is  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
change manager  here  and  first  chief 
barker  for  the  club. 


Mrs.  Roosevelt  Sees  "Merrier" 

Washington — Mrs.  Henry  A.  Wal- 
lace, wife  of  the  vice-president;  and 
Mrs.  Jimmy  Doolittle,  wife  of  air 
hero,  joined  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt as  guests  of  honor  at  last  night's 
preview  screening  of  Columbia's 
"The  More  the  Merrier,"  held  in  the 
Governmental  Auditorium  for  the 
members  of  the.  "Eight  Girls-to- 
Every   Man"    Club. 

Rites  for  Mrs.  James 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Mrs.  Anastasia  Dimi- 
triou  James,  mother  of  Tommy- 
James,  owner  of  the  New  Comet, 
Strand  and  Douglas. 


Allied  Caravan  Com. 
Opens  Sessions  in  Detroit 

Detroit — The  Allied  Caravan  com- 
mittee with  full  attendance  started 
closed  meeting  yesterday  in  the  Book 
Cadillac  Hotel.  Board  members  in 
town  who  are  not  on  committee  do 
not  attend.  The  session  was  devoted 
chiefly  to  revision  of  forms  and  minor 
routine  matters  of  regular  Caravan 
operation,  according  to  Abram  F. 
Myers,  and  no  important  policy  or 
other  changes  developed. 

Board  members  are  not  all  here 
yet  and  sessions  do  not  start  till  this 
morning.  The  board  is  expected  to 
approve  Myers'  report  today.  In- 
dications are  that  advance  program 
will   be   rather   strictly  followed. 


Para.  H.  O.  Employes 
Over  Top  in  Bond  Drive 

Paramount  home  office  employes 
went  over  the  top  by  25  per  cent  in 
the  Second  War  Loan  drive  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Paramount 
Pep  Club.  Irving  Singer  was  chair- 
man of  the  drive  committee 


British  Lift  Order 
"Freezing"  Pic  Coin 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

land  of  other  British  subsidiaries  of 
U.  S.  parent  companies. 

Removal  of  the  "freezing"  re- 
strictions, it  is  understood,  will  pave 
the  way  for  American  distributors 
to  obtain  between  $10,000,000  and 
$20,000,000  now  blocked  in  England, 
and,  still  more  importantly,  assures 
that  the  companies  can  draw  unre- 
servedly on  their  U.K.  earnings,  vari- 
ously estimated  at  from  $50,000,000 
to  $60,000,000  annually  to  finance 
production,  meet  other  operating 
costs  and  maintain  dividends. 

Since  the  expiration  of  the  last 
British  agreement  on  Nov.  28,  1942, 
American  companies  have  been  per- 
mitted interim  remittances  of  $10,- 
000,000  in  two  $5,000,000  install- 
ments, the  first  on  Jan.  27  and  the 
second  on  April  24. 

Negotiations  for  the  lifting  of 
British  special  restrictions  were 
pressed  for  the  industry  by  the 
American  Embassy  in  London  with 
the  Exchequer  and  the  Board  of 
Trade. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Seattle,  Wash. — Whitney  Young, 
Eastern  Washington  salesman  for 
Warners  was  married  to  Nell  Quinby 
of    Spokane. 


Portland,  Ore.  —  Gordon  Morris, 
formerly  with  the  B.  F.  Shearer 
Equipment  Co.,  announces  his  mar- 
riage to  Libby  Presnell  of  Missoula, 
Mont.    Morris  is  now  in  the  Army. 


EDWARD  A.  GOLDEN 

PRODUCTIONS 

ROBERT  GOLDEN,   Producer 

In   Preparation 

"THE  MASTER  RACE" 

Based  on  LOUIS  t.  LOCHNER'S  Book 


"WHAT  ABOUT  GERMANY? 
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3rd  Big  Week  at  Criterion,  N.Y.  (Watch 
new  star  Pierre  Aumont;  with  Susan  Peters.) 


&*Hfe*64d 


Just  what  the  lads  and  lasses  want  in  springtime 
— summer  too!  (Lana  Turner ;  Robert  Young.)  ] 


4; 


As  Big  as  its  name!  First 
Coast  Preview  confirms  all 
predictions.  (Robert  Taylor.) 


Breaxs  Capitol   N.  Y.  record   in   sensation?''  '', 
World  Premiere.  Another  "For  Me  and  My 
/Gal"!  (Judy  Garland,  Van  Heflin.) 


74e^ca> 
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As  predicted!  First  12  cities  tremendous 
^nationwide!   Climb  on  board!   (Mickey 
Rooney,  Frank  Morgan.) 


A 

// 


Previewed  East  and  West !  The  Biggest  Eyeful 
of  Technicolor  Musical  Show  your  box-office  has 
ever  seen!  (Red  Skelton,  Lucille  Ball,  Gene  Kelly.) 


nm 


Greatest  musical  novelty  in  years  sweeps  America 
(Ethel  Waters,  Rochester,  Lena  Home,  Duke  Ellington. ) 


It  doesivt  have  to  be  printed  big  to 
tell  where  the  big  ones  come  from. 


On  every  screen!  "Prelude  To 
America's  fighting  film.  Rental 
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Canada  Registration  Order  Affects  Theaterinen 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


(See  Column  1  Below) 
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flPTOA  ASKS  FOR  FULL-SEASON  SELLING  PLAN 

Classify  Managers,  Operators  "Useful"-- Allied 


heaters  Unlikely  to  Get 
uel  Oil  Next  Winter, 
eventhal  Tells  Directors 


By  H.  F.  REVES 
^ILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Detroit — National    Allied's    board 
;ung    into    action    here    yesterday 

the  Book-Cadillac  Hotel  with  the 
anpower   and   fuel   shortage   prob- 
nis  holding  the  spotlight. 
Following    detailed    consideration 

the  WAC  report,  the  directors 
ok  formal  action  to  seek  from  the 
•oper  national  authorities,  specific 
assification    of    theater    managers 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


rade  in  Canada  Hit 
y  Registration  Order 


Montreal — The  motion  picture  in- 
istry  in  Canada  will  be  seriously 
fected  in  all  probability  by  the 
seeping  order  for  registration  pre- 
.ratory  to  compulsory  transfer 
om  non-essential  to  essential  in- 
istry  following  the  passing  of  an 
cler-in-council  April  2  in  connec- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

A  May  Make  New 
Jffer  for  Eorda  Stock 


est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Following  yesterday's 
eeting  of  United  Artists  stockhold- 
s  it  was  announced  that  there  had 
en  a  discussion  of  the  Alexander 
orda  stock  but  no  details  were 
^closed.  It  is  known  that  UA  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Bingo  Legalization 
Bills  Dead  In  Penn. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — A  bill  to  permit 
Bingo  licenses  to  social  and  fraternal 
organizations  has  been  returned  to 
committee  permanently  by  the  Sen- 
ate. A  House-approved  bill  legaliz- 
*  ing  B'ngo  is  also  dead  in  Senate 
committee  and  legalization  appears 
dead  for  this  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral   Assembly. 


MPTOA  TO  AVOID  LEGISLATION 

But  Certain  Units  Threaten  State  Action  Unless  Relief  is 
Obtained  for  Independents  on  Sales  Policies 


The  MPTOA  will  make  every  ef- 
fort to  avoid  legislation  in  adjust- 
ing sales  policies  which  cannot  be 
met  by  independent  exhibitors,  but 
unless  some  relief  is  forthcoming 
some  of  the  units  may  make  a  state 
issue  of  the  situation,  it  was  indi- 
cated at  the  board  of  directors'  meet- 
ing yesterday. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  some  dele- 


gates that  many  exhibitors  could 
not  exist  because  of  the  number  of 
percentage  pictures  in  the  blocks 
offered  by  distributors.  It  also  was 
asserted  that  the  first-runs  and 
move-overs  were  "milking  the  possi- 
bilities" for  the  independent  and 
subsequent-run  exhibitors. 

While   the   major   companies'   net 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Actor  Job  Changes 
Without  Layoff? 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Under  an  amended 
plan  developed  by  the  War  Man- 
power Commission's  regional  offices 
in  San  Francisco,  actors,  directors, 
writers,  and  other  artists,  would  be 
able   to   switch   from   one   studio   to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Leserman  Names  Schnitzer 
Western  Division  Manager 

In  a  realignment  of  the  sales  staff, 
Carl  Leserman,  UA  general  sales 
manager,  yesterday  announced  the 
appointment  of  Edward  Schnitzer  as 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


MPTOA  Elects  Levy 
As  General  Counsel 


Herman  Levy  of  New  Haven  was 
elected  general  counsel  of  the 
MPTOA  and  all  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  committee 
were  re-elected  at  yesterday's  ses- 
sion of  the  board  of  directors  at 
the  Hotel  Astor.  Levy  succeeds 
Frank  Walker  who,  because  of  his 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Appoint  Harold  Postman 
Assistant  to  Rodgers 

Promotion  of  Harold  Postman,  of 
M-G-M's  home  office  sales  depart- 
ment, to  the  post  of  assistant  to  Wil- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  Zealand  Coin  For  Majors 

Will  Follow  U.K.  Example  On  Remittances 


Col.  Gillette  to  Capital; 
Lt.  Col.  Barrett  Succeeds 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  New  commanding 
officer  at  the  Signal  Corps  Photo- 
graphic Center,  Astoria,  L.  I.,  is  Lt. 
Col.  Roland  C.  Barrett.  Col.  Melvin 
E.  Gillette  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  Astoria  plant  has  been  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


New  Zealand  is  expected  to  fall 
into  line  behind  Great  Britain  in 
removing  all  special  restrictions  on 
the  remittance  of  film  moneys  to 
American  distributors,  but  direct 
negotiations  will  be  necessary  in  the 
instance  of  Australia  and  undoubt- 
edly in  the  case  of  India  as  well,  it 
was  reported  yesterday. 

There  is  said  to  be  an  understand- 
ing or  commitment  with  New  Zea- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Board  Goes  on  Record 
Against  Consent  Decree 
Plan;  Asks  Cancellation 


MPTOA's  board  of  directors  yes- 
terday called  for  the  return  of  full 
season  selling  with  a  reasonable 
cancellation  clause.  A  resolution 
against  the  consent  decree  method 
of  sales  was  presented  by  Mitchell 
Wolfson  of  Miami  and  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  directors  in  session 
at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

The  board  went  on  record  as  being 
opposed  especially  to  the  small  non- 
cancellable  blocks  of  pictures  and 
recommended  the  "correct  method 
of  fair  approach  to  community  se- 
lection by  selling  a  season's  supply 
of  pictures  with  reasonable  cancel- 

(Continued  on  Page  4)     . 

Cohen  Sees  No  Cut 
En  Pix  Production 


There  is  no  apparent  reason  to 
believe  the  producers  are  cutting 
down  on  product,  according  to  a  re- 
port made  by  Max  A.  Cohen  to  the 
MPTOA  board  of  directors  yester- 
day. Cohen  made  a  studio  survey 
on  behalf  of  the  MPTOA  recently, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Nation-Wide  Ban 
On  Pleasure  Driving 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Suburban  Theaters 
may  once  again  feel  the  effects  of 
gas  rationing  to  the  same  extent  as 
last  Winter  while  the  pleasure  driv- 
ing ban  was  in  effect.  A  nation- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


New  YorU  Blachout 
Affects  Biz  Slightly 

New  York  City's  blackout  last 
night,  lasting  for  nearly  an  hour, 
affected  attendance  at  theaters  in 
various  degrees.  As  final  audiences 
were  in  most  theaters  when  the 
blackout  started,  b.o.  "takes"  were 
generally  not  seriously  affected. 

Nassau  County  had  a  blackout  at 
practically  the   same   time. 
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Eastman  Board  Re-elects 
And  Declares  Dividends 


Rochester  —  A  quarterly  dividend 
of  $1.25  a  share  was  declared  on 
the  common  of  Eastman  Kodak  here 
yesterday  by  directors  who  also 
elected  officers  for  the  year.  Regu- 
lar dividend  of  $1.50  per  share  was 
declared  on  the  preferred. 

William  G.  Stuber,  honorary  chair- 
man, Frank  W.  Lovejoy,  chairman 
of  the  board;  Thomas  J.  Hargrave, 
president:  Alfred  F.  Sulzer,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  company 
were  re-elected. 


COflimG  RRD  G0IDG 


BIDE  DUDLEY  departs  tomorrow  for  Los  An- 
geles to  visit  Jack  Jenkins,  his  grandson,  who 
appears   in   "The    Human  Comedy." 

WALTER  SLEZAK,  NED  E.  DEPINET,  ROBERT 
MOCHRIE  and  S.  BARRET  McCORMICK  left  last 
night  for  Cincinnati  for  the  opening  of  RKO's 
"This  Land  Is  Mine"  tomorrow.  NAT  LEVY, 
WALTER  BRANSON  and  HAROLD  MIRISCH 
follow   them   today. 

LEN  DALY,  of  United  Artists  foreign  pub- 
licity department,  left  for  Mexico  yesterday 
to  put  on  the  advance  publicity  campaign  for 
"In   Which   We  Serve." 

ROY  HAINES,  Warners  Southern  and  Western 
division  sales  manager,  left  last  night  for  De- 
troit  and    points    West. 

MRS.  EUGENE  SPENCER,  wife  of  the  man- 
ager of  the  Lincoln  and  Trenton  in  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  is  visiting  her  sister,  Louise  Wilson,  as- 
sistant  manager  at   Loew's  'Rochester. 


ARTHUR    M.    WIRTZ    is    in    town. 

LEON  FROMKESS  and  SIG  NEUFELD  arrive 
Monday  from  the  Coast  for  PRC  home  office 
conferences  with  Prexy  O.   Henry  Briggs. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  is  expected  to  arrive  here 
from    the   studio    over    the    week-end. 

MARY  McCALL,  JR.,   is  New  York-bound. 

ABE  SCHNEIDER  is  returning  to  New  York 
from  the  Coast. 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  is  due  in  New  York 
from   Hollywood  over   the   week-end. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  and  WILLIAM  SAAL  ar- 
rive   in    Hollywood    today. 

KEN     SMITH     and    NANCY    GATES    were  in 

Chicago   yesterday   en    route    from    the   Coast  to 

Cincinnati    for    the    premiere    of    "This    Land  Is 
Mine." 


Buyers  Snap  up  80,000 
Shares  of  20th-Fox  Stock 


E.  F.  Hutton  &  Co.  and  Shields  & 
Co.  yesterday  opened  books  on  60,000 
shares  of  20th-Fox  common  and  20,- 
000  preferred.  The  stock  went  in 
a  few  minutes.  It  was  offered  at 
21  ]/4  for  the  common  and  31  for 
the  preferred. 


"Mission  to  Moscow" 
Release  Date  May  22 

General  release  date  for  "Mission 
to  Moscow"  was  set  by  Warners 
yesterday  as  May  22.  As  forecast 
by  The  Film  Daily,  this  will  be  the 
company's  only  feature  release  dur- 
ing May. 


"Moscow"  Prologue  Goes 
Into  Congressional  Record 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    >DAILY 

Washington — Because  it  "breathes 
so  well  the  ideals  of  a  great  Amer- 
ican," Sen.  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  Utah 
Democrat,  inserted  into  the  Congres- 
sional Record  the  prologue  to  War- 
ners' "Mission  to  Moscow,"  as  spok- 
en by  former  U.  S.  Ambassador  to 
the  U.S.S.R.  Joseph  E.  Davies. 


Edward  Rubson  Dead 

Newark,  N.  J. — Edward  F.  Rub- 
son,  78,  twice  president  of  the  local 
Musician's  Union,  is  dead  here. 
Through  the  silent  film  era  he  con- 
ducted orchestras  at  RKO  Proctor's 
and  the  Paramount. 


Scanning  the  Screen 

By  AMY  H.  CROUGHTON 


IF  YOU  want  to  know  the  number  of  motion  picture  theaters  in 
operation  in  1942 ;  the  effect  of  the  war,  and  women's  entrance  into 
war  work,  on  the  wording  of  motion  picture  titles ;  or  how  many  Drive- 
in  theaters  there  were  in  the  country  last  year,  you  will  find  it  all — 
and  a  lot  more  information— in  the  1943  Film  Daily  Year  Book  of 
Motion  Pictures  which  came  off  the  presses  today. 
The    Film    Daily    Year    Book,    now 


entering  its  25th  year,  is  one  of  the 
standard  reference  books  for  all  people 
connected  with  the  picture  industry, 
from  studio  and  theater  executives  to 
the  humble  cinema  critic  whose  readers 
seek  information  on  Patricia  Jones  real 
name  or  the  birth  date  of  Reginald 
Smith. 

The  book  is  the  work  of  a  large  staff 
of  editors  and  collaborators  headed  by 
Jack  Alicoate,  publisher ;  and  Chester 
Bahn,  editor  of  The  Film  Daily,  the 
latter  once  film  critic  of  a  Syracuse 
paper.  In  addition  to  comments  on  the 
development  of  the  motion  picture  in 
the  first  full  year  of  this  country's  par- 
ticipation in  the  World  War,  the  book 
furnishes   a   list   of   picture   titles   from 


1915  to  1942  and  much  other  reference 
material. 

War  sent  the  public  hurrying  to  the 
motion  picture  theaters,  according  to 
the  1943  Year  Book.  Cinema  attendance 
in  1942  increased  from  an  average 
weekly  record  of  85  million  to  90  mil- 
lion, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  WPB 
ban  on  construction  held  the  number  of 
theaters  down  to  practically  the  1941 
total  of  17,919.  In  spite  of  war  re- 
strictions there  were  99  Drive-In  The- 
aters operating  in  1942.  Some  of  these 
may  not  open  this  summer  because  of 
the  pleasure-driving  ban.  The  Year 
Book  also  finds  that  film  titles  have 
switched  from  romance  to  reflect  con- 
ditions of  war  living. 


Reprinted    from    Rochester,    N.    Y.    Times-Union,    April    15,    1943. 


Anli-Blind  Checking 
Bill  Okayed  in  Ohio 


Columbus,  O. — The  Committee  on 
Judiciary  of  the  Ohio  House  of  Re- 
presentatives has  recommended  a  bill 
to  prohibit  the  obtaining  of  informa 
tion  on  the  business  operations  oi 
any  motion  picture  theater  surren>1 
tiously  for  the  purpose  of  ascert^ 
ing  the  amount  or  value  of  the  busi 
ness  done. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Rosalind   RUSSELL       .       Fred  MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT    FOR   FREEDOM" 

With   Herbert  Marshall 

An  RKO  Radio  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue   •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle   6-4600 
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More  Capra  Army  Pix 
Headed  for  Theaters 


Public  showing  of  the  second  and 
third  of  the  Army  orientation  series 
made  by  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra  seems 
virtually  certain  at  this  time.  The 
films,  entitled  "The  Nazis  Strike" 
and  "Divide  and  Conquer"  have  al- 
ready been  viewed  by  OWI  officials, 
and  although  there  has  not  yet  been 
any  decision  to  recommend  them  for 
public  showing,  Domestic  Director 
Gardner  Cowles,  Jr.,  said  yesterday 
that  he  thinks  they're  "swell"  films 
and  implied  that  when  the  question 
arises  he  will  approve  public  show- 
ing. Initiative  for  the  public  re- 
lease of  the  films  technically  rests 
with  OWI,  rather  than  with  the 
Army,  although  it  is  likely  that 
Army  pressure — successful  in  the 
case  of  "Prelude  to  War" — will  be 
applied  again  if  there  is  a  tendency 
to  balk  at  showing  other  pix  in  the 
scries 

Lowell  Mellett,  OWI  film  director, 
discussed  the  films  Tuesday  in  a 
closed  session  of  the  MPTOA  here. 
Explaining  his  stand  against  public 
showing  of  "Prelude  to  War,"  he 
made  it  plain  to  the  exhibitors  that 
he  was  opposed  as  well  to  release 
of  the  full  series,  but  he  is  apparent- 
ly resigned  to  the  probability  that 
he  will  once  again  be  overruled  by 
Cowles  and  OWI  Chief  Elmer  Davis. 

A  good  half  of  the  two-hour 
MPTOA  closed  session  is  believed 
to  have  been  concerned  with  the 
Capra  pix.  A  good  deal  of  the  dis- 
cussion dealt  with  the  technic  of  re- 
lease— who  would  show  the  films  and 
how   they   would   be   distributed. 

The  session  also  saw  a  discussion 
of  the  manpower  situation. 


Heywood-Wakefield  Net  Up 

Net  earnings  for  the  first  quarter 
of  1943,  after  all  charges  and  tax 
provisions,  of  $98,519  is  reported 
by  Heywood-Wakefield  Co.  Compar- 
able 1942  net  was  $72,703.  Richard 
N.  Greenwood,  president,  reported 
that  sales  for  the  quarter  were  41 
per  cent  ahead  of  1942  and  that  70 
per  cent  of  sales  were  war  products. 


Harry  Smith  Dies 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  —  Harry  Smith, 
54,  projectionist  at  the  Whitehouse 
Theater  here  for  many  years,  is 
dead. 


Orson    Welles  Elsa    Warncke 

John   C.    Flinn  I.    Airman 

Oliver  H.  P.  Carrett 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     THAT  slogan  of  another  war.  "Remember  the  Maine,"  has 

a  successor  in  that  very  State  during  World  War  II It's   "Maine 

Remembers," — and  what  it  remembers  are  its  lads  in  the  armed  services, 

lighting   the   good   fight   overseas In   the   instance   of   Carl   Beals, 

solon   of   the   Strand  Theater,   Skowhegan,   Me.,   remembrance    of   these 

native  sons  take  the  form  of  special  weeks  held  at  that  house 

Names  of  all  local  boys  in  foreign  service  are  placed  in  a  box,  and  one 

is  drawn  each  Wednesday  evening Then  the  name  is  announced 

to  the  townfolk,  and  the  latter  pay  homage  to  him  during  the  ensuing 
week,  which  is  held  in  his  honor  and  christened  after  him His  pic- 
ture is  displayed  in  the  lobby,  and  his  name  goes  out  on  the  marquee 

At  the  week's  end,  Beals  writes  a  personal  letter  to  the  lad  in 

uniform,  encloses  the  details  of  "his  week,"  and  the  list  of  home  cronies 

who  purchased  War  Bonds  and  Stamps  in  his  honor Patrons,  too, 

write  to  each  lad  selected,  and  many  of  the  honored  service  men  pen 
letters  back,  telling  of  the  tremendous  thrill  they  get  out  of  the  doin's 

Aside  from  the  morale  factor  involved,  and  the  welding    of    the 

community  into  a  hard-hitting  "team"  for  the  war  effort,  Beals  has  in- 
creased Bonds  sales  enormously, — and  thus  more  of  the  sinews  for  war 
are  provided  than  would  be  the  case  if  the  honoring  weeks  had  not 
been  instituted 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  AND  now  newspapers  are  helping  themselves  to  those 
Harry  Hershfield  impressions  on  "Cabin  in  the  Sky"  for  general  use 

Milwaukee  Journal  used  one  in  color  last  Sunday  to  illustrate 

a  piece  on  Negroes  in  pix.  ...  •  Warners  has  found  a  writer  in  the 
chorus  at  the  Diamond  Horseshoe,  and  so  showgirl  Mary  Dowell,  duly 
signed,  heads  for  Burbank  May  26.  .  .  .  •  David  Lowe  wants  Norman 
Corwin  of  films  and  radio  to  direct  his  stage  play,  "New  Georgia."  .  .  . 

•  Jimmy  Dorsey  has  volunteered  for  the  Greek  War  Relief  Show  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  May  18 Program  for  the  benefit  is  emerg- 
ing as  "The  Atlas   of   World    War  11"  with   40  pages   of  maps 

It'll  sell  for  a  buck  and  an  edition  of  about  200,000  is  planned 


Hearing  on  Today  in 
Final  Crescent  Motions 


Nashville  —  At  10  o'clock  today 
hearing  on  final  motions  in  the  Cres- 
cent anti-trust  suit  will  begin  be- 
fore Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies.  To  be 
heard  for  Crescent  and  the  affiliated 
exhibitor  defendants  are  George  H. 
Armistead,  Jr.,  and  William  Waller 
of  Nashville  and  W.  H.  Mitchell  of 
Florence,  Ala.,  for  Muscle  Shoals 
Theaters,  Inc. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  chief  counsel  of  the 
anti-trust  division  of  the  Department  of  Justice 
is  here  to  defend  the  findings  of  fact  and 
the  decree  in  the  suit  which  Judge  Davies 
has   said   he   will   formally   enter   today. 

Exhibitor  defendant  counsel  are  asking  for 
changes  in  the  decree  that  would  modify 
several  provisions,  principally  the  provision 
that  Crescent  and  its  chief  officials  divest 
themselves  of  all  holdings  in  other  of  the 
defendant  corporations.  They  are  asking 
that  an  "experiment"  for  one  year  be  made 
of  a  plan  of  joint  operation  of  defendant 
corporations,  exclusive  of  the  "combined" 
licensing  of  films,  and  are  offering  a  counter 
plan  for  the  orderly  "breaking  up"  of  the 
alleged  "combine"  of  circuits  which  Judge 
Davies  has  ruled  is  in  violation  of  anti-trust 
laws. 

Both    Crescent    and    United    Artists    are    re- 


Soviet's  "Stalingrad" 
Will  Be  Para.  Release 


Under  the  title  of  "Victory  at 
Stalingrad"  Paramount  will  handle 
the  U.  S.  release  of  the  official  Rus- 
sian pic,  "Siege  of  Stalingrad."  The 
picture,  in  six  reels  is  now  in  Holly- 
wood where  it  is  being  edited  and 
an  English  narration  is  being  re- 
corded. 


Cohen  Heads  Film  Bowlers 

Detroit— Milton  Cohen,  RKO  of- 
fice manager,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Film  Bowling  League  for 
1943-44.  Other  new  officers  are: 
first  vice-president,  Emil  Beck,  in- 
dependent booker;  second  vice-pres- 
ident, Del  Ritter,  manager,  Rivola 
Theater;  secretary,  William  Pasa- 
nen,  Film  Truck  Service;  and  treas- 
urer, Roy  McDougall,  Mobilgas. 


s  sting  (he  payment  of  the  cost  except 
"clerk's  fees"  and  the  costs  of  their  own  wit- 
nesses. 


MPTOA  Asks  Full 
Season  Selling  Plan 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

lation."  The  board  asserted  that  the 
present  method  of  selling  by  five 
companies  was  in  conflict  with  the 
country's  war  effort  in  conservation 
of  men  and  materials  and  was  mos; 
costly   to  the  industry.  f 

A  committee  was  appointed  V 
delve  further  into  the  prices  and 
product  situation  and  to  set  up  a 
representative  plan  that  might  serve 
as  a  substitute  for  the  present  sys- 
tem. The  committee  is  expected  to 
act  as  a  liaison  between  the  distrib- 
utors and  the  exhibitors  on  matters 
of  prices  and  sales  policies.  A  plan 
may  be  worked  out  before  the  board 
adjourns    its   sessions   today. 


Col.  Gillette  to  Capital; 
Lt.  Col.  Barrett  Succeeds 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

called  to  Washington  where  he  will 
serve  with  the  Army  Pictorial  Ser- 
vice. Col.  Barrett  has  been  assigned 
to  the  Signal  Corps  Photo  Labora- 
tories, in  Anacostia,  D.  C. 

Two  other  members  of  the  staff 
at  Astoria  have  also  left,  with  Col. 
F.  W.  Hoorn  being  assigned  to  the 
Signal  Supply  Services  and  Lt.  Col. 
Charles  S.  Stodter  coming  to  Wash- 
ington to  work  with  the  Army  Pic- 
torial Service.  Lt.  Col.  Robert  Lord, 
former  screen  writer,  who  has  been 
serving  with  the  West  Coast  Photo- 
graphic Center,  has  been  ordered  to 
Astoria  to  replace  Sol  Stodter. 


New  Zealand  to  Remit 
'Frozen'  Pic  Coin  to  Majors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

land  which  binds  that  country  to 
fcliow  the  British  example,  but  no 
such  provision  applies  to  Australia, 
one  of  the  most  profitable  markets 
for  American  films  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 


Chi.  Debut  of  "Land  Is  Mine" 

Chicago  —  The  Chicago  debut  of 
"This  Land  is  Mine"  will  take  place 
a  week  from  today  at  the  Palace 
Theater.  Radio  Station  WGN  will 
cover   the    premiere. 


Postpone  Local  244  Hearing 

Newark,  N.  J. — Hearing  of  oral 
argument  on  the  application  for  a 
receivership  for  Local  244,  opera- 
tors, yesterday  was  postponed  to 
May  24  in  Chancery  Court. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


office      manager,      PRC, 


FRED     SCHEUERMAN, 
Cleveland. 

E.     C.     FITZGIBBON,     field     exploitation    staff, 
Paramount,   Chicago. 

J.    C.    GUNDERSON,    exploitation    representative, 
Paramount,    Cincinnati    and     Indianapolis. 

M.     D.    COHN,    exploitation    staff,    Paramount, 
Kansas  City. 
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Brought  back  by 
the  overwhelm- 
ing demand  of 
exhibitors  and  the 
public  .  .  .  An  ex- 
citing adventure 
of  the  modern 
West.. .with  songs 
by  Gene. ..laughs 
by  Smiley. 
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Would  Classify  Mgrs. 
Operators  as  "Useful 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and      projectionists       as      "useful," 
rather  than  as  "essential"  men.  The 
recommendation    does    not   apply   to 
any  other  classes  of  employes. 

Considerable  discussion  was  de- 
voted to  the  fuel  shortage,  a  report 
from  Meyer  Leventhal,  of  Baltimore, 
reporting  on  the  prospects  after  an 
authoritative  check.  His  report 
showed  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  all  theaters  convert  to  coal,  as 
fuel  oil  almost  certainly  will  not  be 
allotted  to  theaters  next  winter. 
While  conversion  was  said  especial- 
ly imperative  in  the  East,  the  neces- 
sity for  a  change-over  is  assumed  to 
apply  to  the  entire  country.  Leven- 
thal's  report  indicates  stokers  will 
be  available  to  all  theaters  which 
determine  upon  conversion  now. 

Action  on  the  annual  report  of 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
and  board  chairman  was  deferred 
until  today  when  the  New  York  con- 
sent decree  will  be  the  principal  item 
of  the  agenda,  delay  will  give  all 
board  members  a  further  opportu- 
nity to  study  details  of  the  report. 

Film    Shortage    Discussed 

Film  shortage  aroused  much  discussion  at 
the  afternoon  session  and  the  board  author- 
ized the  president  to  appoint  an  investigating 
committee  on  the  situation.  The  question  is 
primarily  whether  the  alleged  shortage  is  a 
necessary  result  of  WPB  restrictions  on  film 
use  and  prints,  or  is  "artificially  created  by 
distributors  in  order  to  increase  clearance," 
Myers  said.  Film  price  discussion  concen- 
trated on  reports  from  different  regions,  with 
details  of  the  Caravan  committee  activity, 
which  met  here  Tuesday.  No  formal  action 
was  taken. 

One  of  the  most  thoroughly  discussed  sub- 
jects was  the  handling  of  official  films  in- 
cluding "At  the  Front"  and  "Desert  Vic- 
tory." Consensus,  but  without  official  state- 
ment, was  that  exhibitor  leaders  believe  the 
public  is  getting  too  much  war  scenes  in 
films,  particularly  through  newsreels  and 
official  shorts,  presumably  losing  in  the  en- 
tertainment   value   of    their    shows. 

The    16    mm.    situation    was    discussed    and 
additional  records  thereon  are  being  airmailed 
to   amplify   the   discussion   today. 
Juvenile   Vandalism 

A  lively  discussion  of  vandalism  and 
juvenile  delinquency  drew  many  suggestions 
and  reports  of  specific  incidents.  The  board 
authorized    the    chairman    to    appoint    a    small 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Anna  Gartsman  of  Warners'  legal 
department  is  now  the  wife  of  Pfc. 
Moe  M.  Krasner.  Wedding  was  per- 
foimed  several  days  ago  by  the  Jew- 
ish chaplain  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.  C. 

Seattle,  Wash. — Nate  Lyons,  man- 
ager of  the  Show  Box  Theater,  was 
married  to  Virginia  Taylor. 


Toronto — David  Snider,  projection- 
ist and  exploitation  specialist,  and 
Lillian  Magder  were  married. 


Pottsville,  Pa.— PFC  Francis  Too- 
hey,  former  assistant  manager  of 
Hollywood  Theater,  was  married  to 
Adaline  V.  Collier  in  St.  Stephen's 
Church,    Port    Carbon,    Pa. 


To  The  Colors 


*  DECORATED  * 

LT.  EDWARD  F.  BLUM,  Air  Corps,  formerly, 
Bausch  &  Lomb,  Rochester,  Air  Medal  for 
anti-submarine  patrol  flights  in  the  Atlantic 
war   theater. 

TECH.  SCT.  JOHN  DEMCOVICH,  Air  Corps, 
formerly,  Bausch  &  Lomb,  Rochester,  Silver 
Star   for   gallantry    in    action    in    the    Pacific. 

—  •- 

*  CITATIONS  * 

LT.  COL.  FRANK  CAPRA,  Signal  Corps,  USA, 
Legion  of  Merit  in  the  degree  of  Legion- 
naire for  planning  and  producing  a  series 
of    orientation    films    for    the    Army. 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

EDSON  B.  SNOW,  USA,  formerly,  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,    Rochester,   commissioned    a    major. 

—  *  — 

*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  * 

CORP.  LEONARD  SPINRAD,  USA,  formerly  War- 
ner  home   office   publicity    department. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

2ND  LT.  LEONARD  D.  VOSS,  Air  Corps,  former 
assistant  manager,  Palace,  Milwaukee,  to 
first  lieutenant. 


Appoint  Harold  Postman 
Assistant  to  Rodgers 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

liam  F.  Rodgers,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  of  Loew's, 
was  announced  yesterday. 

Postman  has  been  with  the  or- 
ganization since  February,  1927, 
when  he  joined  Loew's  in  the  pur- 
chasing department.  He  came  to  the 
sales  department  shortly  thereafter 
and  for  several  years  past  has  been 
assistant  to  E.  K.  "Ted"  O'Shea, 
Eastern  division  sales  manager. 


"Action  in  Atlantic" 
Gets  Holiday  Premiere 

Warner's  "Action  in  the  North 
Atlantic"  will  have  its  world  pre- 
miere at  the  New  York  Strand  on 
May  21,  the  day  preceding  National 
Maritime   Day. 


committee  to  investigate  the  delinquency  prob- 
lem. Line  or  action  is  likely  to  be  recom- 
mendation to  producers  to  make  a  film  or  a 
series  like  "Crime  Does  Not  Pay,"  to  ap- 
peal directly  to  the  affected  age  groups  and 
try  to  solve  the  situation  by  an  educational 
approach    through    the    screen. 

About  a  dozen  local  exhibitors,  including 
most  directors  of  Michigan  Allied,  sat  in  with 
the  national  board  during  a  large  part  of  the 
session. 


Seeks  More  Leeway  in 
Working  Hours  for  Women 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Seeking  more  leeway 
in  measures  covering  work  of  wo- 
men in  the  theaters,  Robert  H. 
Poole,  secretary  of  ITO  of  Southern 
California  and  Arizona,  has  written 
the  following  letter  to  the  Industrial 
Welfare  Commission  which  will  hold 
hearings  on  wages  and  hours  for 
the  amusement  and  recreation  indus- 
tries in  Los  Angeles: 

"In  view  of  fact  that  women  are  allowed 
to  work  any  hour  of  day  or  night  in  war 
industries,  and  further  in  view  of  fact  that 
theaters  are  necessary  to  all  communities  in 
order  to  maintain  the  high  morale  necessary 
as  well  as  to  present  to  the  American  people 
through  the  medium  of  the  theater  screen 
urgent  messages  directed  from  our  Govern- 
ment, it  is  our  urgent  request  that  women  be 
allowed  to  work  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
evening    in    our    theaters. 

"Due  to  the  shortage  of  manpower  it  is 
now  found  necessary  to  employ  women  as 
i  heater  managers  and  usherettes  and  in  order 
to  keep  theaters  open  it  is  important  that 
there  be  a  greater  flexibility  in  laws  regulating 
the  number  of  hours  and  time  of  day  women 
can  work  this,  at  least,  for  the  duration  of 
the    war." 

Jack     Y.     Berman    will     represent     ITO     at 


Leserman  Names  Schnitzer 
Western  Division  Manager 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Western  division  manager,   succeed- 
ing  Bert   M.   Stearn,   resigned 

Other  important  changes  in  the 
sales  setup,  which  Leserman  re- 
vealed at  the  company's  district  man- 
agers' meeting  at  the  home  office 
were:  Sam  Lefkowitz,  former  New 
York  branch  manager,  replacing 
Schnitzer  as  supervisor  of  District 
No.  1  embracing  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia and  Washington;  and  James 
Winn,  district  manager  for  District 
No.  2  covering  the  Boston,  Buffalo 
and  New  Haven  territory.  Successor 
to  Lefkowitz  at  the  New  York  ex- 
change will  be  announced  later. 


SMPE  Told  of  New  Film 
Preservation  Process 


Spotlight  at  yesterday's  sessions 
of  the  current  Spring  Meeting  of 
SMPE  in  the  local  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  conclave  concludes  to- 
night, fell  for  the  most  part  on  the 
16  mm.  field  and  aspects  of  catalogu- 
ing and  rehabilitating  motion  pic- 
ture film.  In  connection  with  the 
latter,  Carl  L.  Gregory,  of  the  Na- 
tional Archives,  Washington,  D.  C, 
announced  that  he  had  evolved  a 
new  process  for  resurrecting  and 
preserving  old  footage  of  early  silent 
days,  and  permitting  perpetuation 
and  projection  of  scenes  and  se- 
quences of  historical  importance.  His 
paper,  entitled  "Resurrection  of 
Early  Motion  Picture  Paper  Prints," 
told  of  this  process. 

At  the  morning  session  in  the  Salle  Moderne, 
following  reports  by  John  W.  Boyle  and  John 
A.  Maurer,  chairmen  respectively  of  the  Cine- 
matography and  Non-Theatrical  .Equipment 
Committees,  Lloyd  Thompson,  of  the  Calvin 
Co.,  spoke  on  "Some  Suggested  Standards 
for  Direct  16  mm.  Production";  W.  H. 
Offenhauser,  Jr.,  of  Precision  Laboratories, 
on  "Some  Notes  on  the  Application  of  Fine- 
Grain  Film  to  16  mm.  Motion  Pictures";  and 
E.  W.  Kellogg,  RCA  Mfg.  Co.,  of  "Character 
of  Waves  Produced  by  Explosions."  In  ad- 
dition to  Gregory's  paper,  the  following  were 
presented  at  the  afternoon  session :  "Wartime 
Cataloguing  of  Films,"  John  Bradley,  National 
Archives ;  "Film  Incunabula  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,"  Howard  Walls,  Library  of 
Congress  "Conservation  of  Photographic 
Chemicals,"  Allan  Haines,  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Los  Angeles .  and  "A  Compact  Production 
Unit  for  Specialized  Films,"  O.  W.  Hunger- 
ford,  Washington,  D.  C.  In  the  evening 
was  held  the  Society's  53rd  Semi-Annual  Din- 
ner  Dance. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. .  .on  the  Film  Front 
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Honolulu,  Hawaii  (By  Air  Mail — Pas 
by  Censor) — More  than  1500  service  n 
and  war  workers  were  turned  away  I 
cause  of  a  jammed  house  at  the  first  o 
series  of  War  Bond  shows  to  be  conduc 
in    the    International  Theater. 

Show  was  sponsored  by  the  Arm; 
Bond  office  and  featured  a  film  progr 
and  a  three-quarter-of-an-hour  stage  sh 
by  Major  E.  I.  Marshall  and  his  swing  b, 
and  the  Regimental  Choir  of  40  Ne 
soldiers.  Management  donated  the  ho 
and  the  Royal  Amusement  Co.  waived  f 
rentals.  Bond  sales  amounted  to  more  tl 
$6,000. 

. . ._  v. ,  .— 

Cleveland — Aimee  Lewis,  local  M-G 
booker,  is  a  six-time  blood  donor,  wh 
puts  her  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  g 
on  Rilm  Row 

.  .  .  — V.  .  .— 

Montgomery,  Ala. — When  the  final  figu 
on  the  Red  Cross  War  Fund  drive  showe 
total  of  nearly  $125,000  against  a  quota 
$107,000,  major  credit  was  given  the  pi  1 
licity,  handled  by  Mildred  Smith,  Fl 
DAILY  local  correspondent.  An  open  I 
ter  of  commendation  was  sent  the  publis 
of  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  by  the  Mo 
gomery    Red    Cross    Chapter. 


May  Permit  Actors  to 
Switch  Jobs  With  No  W< 
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another  at  higher  pay  without  bei 
required  to  take  a  30-day  layoff,  a 
this  plan  is  expected  to  be  appm 
by  WMC  area  committee  in  I 
Angeles. 

If  the  plan  is  approved  by  t 
committee  it  is  also  expected  to 
submitted  to  industry's  Labor-M: 
agement  Committee  for  its  apprcv 


Sidney  Barrows  Joins 
Army  Intelligence  Div. 


Sidney  Barrows,  member  of 
Warners'  legal  staff,  has  received 
appointment  in  the  Army's  milifa 
intelligence  division  and  leaves  n 
week  for  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  to  be; 
his  course  of  instruction.  In  ad 
tion  to  his  legal  background,  B 
rows  is  conversant  with  the  Japan 
language. 


Bailey  Heads  L.A.'s  TDB 

West   Coast   Bureau   of  THE   FILM  DAI 

Los  Angefles — Tom  W.  Bailey  1 
been  elected  director  of  the  Amu 
ment  Industry  Committee  and  1 
ater  Defense  Bureau  and  his  na 
will  be  submitted  to  Mayor  Fletcl 
Bowron  and  the  city  defense  coui 
for  confirmation.  Bailey  will  dev 
all  his  time  to  his  new  position  a 
will  be  on  a  salary. 

At  the  same  time,  Jack  H.  Lo^ 
executive    assistant    to    Charles 
Skouras   of  National  Theaters,  v 
named  assistant  director  by  the  t 
ater    men's    defense    organizatio 


, 


EASTMAN  Negative  Films,  with  their  high 
degree  of  uniformity,  make  it  easy  to 
confine  the  "takes"  to  one  to  each  scene 
...helping  to  close  the  gap  between  foot- 
age exposed  and  footage  used.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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MPTOA  Will  Avoid 
Sales  Legislation 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
profits  are  rising,  the  independents 
in  many  spots  are  suffering,  accord- 
ing to  reports  at  the  meeting.  It 
was  contended  that  the  major  com- 
panies were  boosting  prices  so  that 
the  distributors  could  pay  the  in- 
creased income  taxes,  but  the  inde- 
pendents are  insisting  that  prices 
come  down  and  that  they  be  allowed 
to  pay  the  taxes. 

Some  effort  may  be  made  where- 
by a  special  committee  or  group 
in  New  York  will  function  to  settle 
individual  complaints  in  the  various 
territories. 


Cohen  Sees  No  Cut 
In  Pix  Production 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
conferring  with  studio   and  produc- 
tion heads. 

Cohen  said  he  believed  the  pro- 
ducers were  emerging  from  the 
earlier  confusion  caused  by  the  war 
and  that  pictures  were  becoming 
bigger  and  better.  Production  costs 
are  secondary,  he  said,  and  that  the 
goal  appears  to  be  better  pictures 
regardless  of  cost.  If  a  product 
shortage  is  to  come,  it  will  be  due 
only  to  the  manpower  situation,  he 
said. 

Cohen  implied  that  many  exhibi- 
tors were  facing  a  product  shortage 
of  their  own  creation,  by  playing 
cheaper  pictures  because  in  the  pres- 
ent market  in  some  localities  any 
picture  draws  patronage.  This 
causes  a  backlog  of  the  bigger  prod- 
uct and  distributors  hold  back  the 
release  dates  on  those  pictures. 
Cohen  said  that  reports  that  the 
producers  were  holding  back  their 
pictures  at  the  studios  were  not  con- 
firmed by  his  trip. 


Savini  Acquiring  Majors' 
Pix  for  Astor  Re-issues 


R.  M.  Savini,  who  has  been  in  De- 
troit supervising  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Downtown  Theater  for  the 
advance  price  showing  of  Howard 
Hughes'  "The  Outlaw"  has  returned 
here  to  consummate  several  deals 
for  new  Astor  product.  In  addition 
to  "Romance  and  Riches,"  already 
acquired,  Savini  is  negotiating  deals 
for  re-issue  of  several  majors'  pic- 
tures. 

Savini  returns  to  Detroit  at  the 
end  of  the  week-end  to  complete  in- 
stallation of  equipment  at  the  Down- 
town, where  "The  Outlaw"  is  ex- 
pected to  open  the  last  week  in  May. 

Local  B-51  Buys  War  Bonds 

Film  Exchange  Employes'  Union, 
Local  B-51,  IATSE,  has  been  author- 
ized by  its  membership  to  purchase 
$2,000  in  War  Bonds.  The  money 
will  come  out  of  the  union's  treasury. 
The  members  of  the  union  have  con- 
tributed a  total  of  $643  at  the  end 
of  the  third  week  of  the  10-week 
Labor  War  Chest  Drive.  Each  has 
pledged  a  full  day's  pay  to  the  chest. 


"This  is  the  Army" 
Set  as  Radio  Series 

Irving  Berlin's  "This  is  the  Army," 
with  specially  written  material,  will 
be  broadcast  in  a  series  of  four  one- 
hour  Tuesday  night  programs  over 
the  CBS  network  starting  May  18. 
Various  members  of  the  Warner  film 
cast  will  appear  in  the  radio  series, 
with  proceeds  going  to  the  Army 
Emergency    Relief   Fund. 


MPTOA  Elects  Levy 
As  General  Counsel 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
position  as  Postmaster  General,  will 
be   unable   to   give   his   time   to  the 
MPTOA  activities.    Walker  remains, 
however,  as  vice-president. 

R.  R.  Biechele  of  Kansas  City, 
Kans.,  was  elected  to  the  executive 
committee. 

Officers  re-elected  were  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall,  Columbus,  Miss.,  president; 
Frank  Walker,  Scranton;  M.  A. 
Lightman,  Memphis;  Mitchell  Wolf- 
son,  Miami;  E.  C.  Beatty,  Detroit, 
and  A.  Julian  Brylawsky,  Washing- 
ton, vice-presidents;  Morris  Loewen- 
stein,  Oklahoma  City,  secretary; 
Walter  Vincent,  New  York,  treas- 
urer; George  P.  Aarons,  Philadel- 
phia, associate  general  counsel,  and 
Fred  Wehrenberg,  St.  Louis,  chair- 
man of  the  board. 

Executive  committee  includes  Kuy- 
kendall,  Loewenstein,  Wehrenberg, 
H.  V.  Harvey,  0.  C.  Lam,  Arthur 
Lockood,  Lewen  Pizor,  Major  L.  E. 
Thompson. 


Nation- Wide  Ban 
On  Pleasure  Driving 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

wide  ban  on  pleasure  driving  was 
announced  yesterday  by  OPA  inso- 
far as  it  burns  the  gas  bought  on 
B  and  C  books.  Motorists  remain 
free  to  use  their  gasoline  purchases 
through  A  books  as  they  see  fit. 
The  same  snooping  which  finally  led 
to  the  "voluntary"  system  of  gaso- 
line conservation  a  few  months  ago 
will  be  invoked  again,  with  Price 
Administrator  Prentiss  Brown  call- 
ing for  rigid  enforcement  of  the  ban. 

Only  holders  of  A  cards,  in  effect, 
will  be  free  to  use  their  cars  to 
drive  to  places  of  amusement  since 
B  and  C  card  holders  will  hardly 
be  able  to  prove  that  they  are  using 
only  gasoline  which  would  come  to 
them  through  A  cards.  Brown  said, 
however,  that  cars  would  not  be 
stopped   on  the  highways. 

The  new  ban  is  nation-wide, 
whereas,  the  pleasure  driving  ban 
last  Winter  covered  only  the  East- 
ern  states. 


"Prelude"  Prints  Due  May  17 

Prints  of  "Prelude  to  War,"  will 
be  completed  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
WAC  on  May  17,  Lt.  Col.  Curtis 
Mitchell,  Chief,  Pictorial  Branch  of 
the  War'Dept.  Public  Relations  Divi- 
sion, has  notified  Francis  S.  Harmon. 
Picture  will  be  released  May  27. 


Trade  in  Canada  Hit 
By  Registration  Order 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  with  the  civilian  selective  ser- 
vice. Yesterday's  new  order  will  be 
carried  out  by  starting  with  the 
lowest  priorities  and  working  up  to 
the  higher  grades. 

While  not  listed  in  the  first  call  for  com- 
pulsory transfer  of  all  employes,  the  film  in- 
dustry is  mentioned  as  one  in  which  all  men 
designated  under  mobilization  regulations  are 
covered  by  the  order,  regardless  of  whether 
or  not  it  is  included  in  the  first  list  of  occupa- 
tions affecting  single  men  between  19  and  40 
and  married  men  between   19   and   25. 

The  first  list  covers  taverns,  liquor,  wine 
and  beer  stores,  retail  candy,  tobacco,  books 
and  stationery  stores  and  newsstands,  barber 
shops  and  beauty  parlors,  retail  and  whole- 
sale florists,  gasoline  service  stations,  retail- 
ers selling  motor  vehicles  and  accessories  and 
retailer  of  sport  goods  or  musical  instrum- 
menf. 

The  call  for  men  designate  under  mobiliza- 
tion regulations  includes  (1)  Waiters,  taxi 
drivers,  elevator  operators,  hotel  bellboys  and 
domestic  servants.  (2)  Any  occupation  in 
or  directly  associated  with  entertainments,  in- 
cluding but  not  restricted  to  theaters,  film 
agencies,  motion  picture  companies,  clubs, 
bowling  alleys  or  poolrooms.  (3)  Any  occupa- 
tion in  or  directly  associated  with  dyeing  and 
dry  cleaning  (but  not  including  laundries), 
baths,   guide   service   and    and   shoeshining. 

It  is  now  obligatory  for  men  in  these  classes, 
whether  medically  exempt  or  not  to  register 
personally  at  the  nearest  Selective  Service 
Bureau   not  later  than  May   19. 


UA  May  Make  New 
Offer  for  Korda  Stock 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cently  withdrew  its  offer  of  125,000 
pounds  for  the  stock  and  it  is  be- 
lieved the  stockholders  discussed  the 
question  of  making  a  new  offer. 

David  O.  Selznick's  future  plans 
were  discussed  as  was  the  manage- 
ment committee's  report,  with  no  de- 
tails made  public.  The  meeting  also 
considered  distribution  charges.  An- 
other meeting  is  scheduled  for  to- 
morrow. 


Nine  Interveners  in 
Buffalo  Rivoli  Action 


Buffalo — Filing  of  an  intervention 
notice  on  behalf  of  the  Broadway 
and  Roxy,  both  Basil  Bros,  houses, 
raises  to  nine  the  number  of  Buffalo 
East  Side  nabes  mentioned  as  inter- 
ested in  issues  of  run  and  clearance 
raised  by  the  arbitration  demand 
filed  by  Stanley  Kozanowski  for  his 
Rivoli  under  Sections  VIII  and  X  of 
the  consent  decree,  naming  the  "Big 
Five"  as  defendants. 

Intervenors  for  the  two  Basil  houses  are 
Basil  Bros.  Theaters,  a  co-partnership,  and 
Bro-Jeff  Theaters,  Inc.,  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty Though  not  named  in  the  demand,  they 
intervened  as  exhibs.  whose  business  and 
property  may  be  affected  by  an  award.  The 
only  previous  intervenor  was  Broadrose  The- 
ater Corporation,  lessee  and  operator  of  Shea's 
Roosevelt.  Rivoli's  petition  asked  restoration 
of  its  former  run  ahead  of  the  Roosevelt,  and 
as  an  alternative,  reduction  of  present  clear- 
ance of  the  Roosevelt  over  the  Rivoli  to  one 
day.  It  mentioned  as  other  theaters  that  may 
be  affected  by  an  award  the  Walden,  Grand, 
Lovejoy.   Avon   and   Sheldon. 

Any  subsequent  intervenors  will  have  no 
voice  in  selection  of  an  arbitrator,  since  the 
list  is  out  and  selection  may  be  made  by 
Saturday. 
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SIGNED 

FELI  FRANCHELLI,  "Cry  'Havoc',"  M-G-M.     ' 
PEGGY  ANN  GARNER,  termer,  20th-Fox. 
HENRY    LEVIN,    dialogue    director,    termer,   C 

lumbia. 
LINDA  GREY,   "Forty  Thieves,"   Harry  Sherma^ 

United  Artists. 
ARIEL  HEATH,  termer,  Republic. 
CARLETON   YOUNG,    termer,   20th-Fox. 
FORREST    ORR,    termer,    20th-Fox. 
GLEN   CRAY  ORK,   "Jam  Session,"   Columbia. 
CHARLES   FREEMAN,   writer-director,    M-G-M.Sf 
RICHARD   BERGER,   producer,  'M-G-M. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

ROY  DEL  iRUTH,  director,  "Up  and  Down  Broa 

way,"    M-C-M. 
ALBERT    J.     COHEN,     producer,     "For    Worn 

Only,"    Republic. 
RALPH    SPENOE,    screenplay    "Show    Business) 

RKO. 
DAVID  LEWIS,  producer,  "Tomorrow's  Harvest 

Paramount. 
LENORE  COFFEE,   screenplay,  "Tomorrow's  Hs 

vest,"   Paramount. 
LEONID  MOGUY,  director,   "The  Night  is  En 

ing,"  M-G-M. 
ANDRE  -DAVEN,   producer,   "The  Night  is  En 

ing,"  M-G-M. 
MILES  WHITE,  costumes,  "Up  In  Arms,"  Samt 

Coldwyn,    for    RKO. 
BRADBURY    FOOTE,    original   screenplay,    "La< 

Let's    Dance,"    Monogram. 
LEIGH    JASON;    director,    "Restless   Lady,"   C 

lumbia. 
DAVE    OPPENHEIM    and    TED    CROUYA,    son, 

"Lady,  Let's  Dance,"  Monogram 
MAX   KING,   producer,   "He  Couldn't  Take  11 

Monogram. 
CHARLES  R.  MARION,  screenplay,  "He  Could, 

Take   It,"   Monogram. 
PATRICIA  HARPER,    screenplay,    untitled  "Loi 

Rider,"  PRC. 
HENRY    LEVIN,    dialogue  director,    "The   Clo 

Struck  Twelve,"  Columbia. 
JOHN    MESCALL,    cameraman,    "Strange    Musk 

Ripley-Monter   for  PRC. 
JOE    SANTLEY,    director,    "Sleepy   Lagoon,"   * 

public. 
SIDNEY    SKOLSKY,    screenplay,    untitled    life  I 

Al  Jolson,   Columbia. 
WESLEY   RUGGLES,   director,   "See   Here,   Priv; 

Hargrove,"  M-G-M. 
LEIGH    JASON,    director,    "iRestless    Lady,"    C 

lumbia. 
ARTHUR  SCHWARTZ,   producer,  "Gone  Are 

Days,"  Columbia. 
MONTE    BRICE,    screenplay,    "When    My    6, 

Smiles  at  Me,"  Columbia. 


; 


CASTINGS 

RAY  MILLAND,  "Tomorrow's  Harvest,"  Paii 
mount;   PHILIP   DORN,   "The   Night  is   Endini  I 
20th-Fox;    NILS    ASTHER,    "The    Hours    Bef 
the     Dawn,"     Paramount;    J.    CARROL    NAI! 
ADELINE  DE  WALT  REYNOLDS,  GEORGE  CIVC» 
ABNER  BIBERMAN,  CHESTER  CAN  and  SAMI 
STEIN,    "Behind    the    Rising    Sun,    RKO;    T; 
RADIO   ROGUES    (JIMMY   HOLLYWOOD,    EDI 
BURTELL,   SYD   CHALTON),   "Spotlight   Revu 
Monogram;     PRANK     MORGAN,     "White    Cli; 
of     Dover,"     M-G-M;     KEENAN    WYNN, 
Here,     Private     Hargrove,"     'Paramount;    GW 
KENYON,    "Winter    Time,"    20th-Fox;    EVEL 
KEYES,    "Restless    Lady,"    Columbia;    NORM 
WILLIS,  EDWIN  STANLEY  and  JOHNNY  WAL! 
"Johnny     Come     Lately,"      James     Cagney-l 
BEN   BLUE,  "Up  and   Down  'Broadway,"  M-G- 
WALLACE   FORD,    "A  Thousand  Shall    Fall,'' 
G-M;    FRANCIS    LEDERER,    J.    CARROL    NAI: 
EDWARD    BROMBERC,    "Strange    Music,"    PI 
PHILIP     TERRY,      "Heavenly     Body,"      M-C- 
ROBERT  RYAN,   "Behind  the   Rising  Sun,"  Rr 
KIM    HUNTER,   "The  Seventh  Victim,"  RKO. 

JUDY  CANOVA,  "Sleepy  Lagoon,"  Repub 
CARLTON  YOUNG,  "Guadalcanal  Diary,"  20' 
Fox  KAY  KYSER,  JOAN  DAVIS,  'MISCHA  Al 
and  MARCH  McGUIRE,  "Around  the  Worl 
RKO;  CHILL  WILLS,  "See  Here,  'Private  H 
grove,"  M-C-M;  'RUSSELL  WADE,  "The  I 
Major,"  RKO;  FRiCK  and  FRACK,  "Lady,  Li 
Dance,"  Monogram;  ROSEMARY  BLONG,  "Sp 
light  Revue,"  Monogram;  HENRY  ROWLA 
and  GEORGE  LYNN,  "Appointment  in  Berli 
Columbia  ERIC  ROLF  and  HUGO  BORG. 
tack  by  Night,"  Columbia;  BILLY  BENEDI 
"Minesweeper,"  'Pine-Thomas  for  Paramoii 
BETTY  RHODES  and  JOHNNIE  JOHNST 
"Mardi  Cras,"  Technicolor  two-reeler,  f 
mount. 
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(See  Pages  7  and  8) 
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ALLIED  CALLS  FOR  DIVORCEMENT 

MPTOA  Sets  Up  'Price  and  Product7  Committee 


Drganization  Members  To 
Seek  Relief  on  Prices  Via 
flewly  Created  Committee 


MPTOA  members  who  believe  they 
»ave  a  just  complaint  over  film 
•rices  or  their  inability  to  get  an 
djustment  may  seek  relief  through 
he  organization's  "price  and  prod- 
.ct"  committee  which  was  com- 
■leted  yesterday  at  the  closing  ses- 
ion  of  the  MPTOA  board  of  direc- 
ors  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  With  Her- 
man Levy,  general  counsel,  as  sec- 
etary,  the  committee  consists  of  Ed 
luykendall,    Lewen    Pizor,    Max   A. 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


WB  Jumps  "Moscow" 
Id  Coin  to  $500,000 


Shooting  the  works,  advertising 
nidget  for  "Mission  to  Moscow"  has 
>een  increased  from  $250,000  to 
.500,000,  claimed  by  Warners  to  be 
he  lergest  sum  ever  spent  to  plug 
.  film  in  industry  history.  The  dis- 
losure  was  made  yesterday  by 
Charles   Einfeld,  director  of  adver- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Oklahoma  Exhibs.  to  Meet 
n  Okla.  City  on  June  9 


Theater  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc., 
rill  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  Okla- 
ioma  City  on  June  9,  Morris  Loew- 

instein,  president,  said  in  New  York 
esterday.    The  meeting  will  be  tied 
n   with  the  Variety   Clubs'   copper 
(.Continued  on  Page  3) 


Would  Protect  Biz 
of  Drafted  Exhibs. 

Detroit — Allied's  national  board, 
meeting  here  yesterday,  approved 
a  war-time  proposal  that  regional 
trade  associations  take  action  to 
protect  business  and  property  of 
drafted  exhibitors  specifically  by 
assisting  wives  and  families  in  "con- 
tinuing operation  of  their  theaters 
and  thus  prevent  vultures  from  tak- 
ing advantage  of  situation  to  take 
over  theaters  for  less  than  true 
value." 


Delay  in  Obtaining 
Paris  to  be  Probed 


Alleged  delays  in  obtaining  re- 
placement parts  will  be  investigated 
by  the  MPTOA,  it  was  decided  yes- 
terday by  the  board  of  directors.  It 
was  pointed  out  by  some  of  the 
delegates  that  frequent  delays  on 
the  part  of  supply  houses  in  get- 
ting necessary  parts  appear  to  be 
unnecessary.       Ed    Kuykendall    and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Longdon,  Holston,  Abeles 
And  Hake  in  New  Berths 


More  promotions  in  the  20th-Fox 
sales  ranks  were  announced  yester- 
day by  Tom  Connors,  the  company's 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distri- 
bution. 

Phil  Longdon  has  been  elevated 
from  Charlotte,  N.  C,  branch  man- 
ager to  Southwestern  district  man- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Recommends  Ban  on  Circuit  Expansion,  Increase  in 
Size  of  Blocks,  Elimination  of  Section  XV,  End  of 
Blind-Pricing  and  Strengthening  of  Section  VIII 

By  H.  F.  REVES   FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Detroit — Report  of  Abram  F,  Myers,  Allied  general  counsel, 
embodying  recommendations  for  changes  in  the  New  York  con- 
sent decree,  was  approved  by  the  board  of  directors  yesterday 

with  the  proviso  that  the  "Attorney 
General  be  informed  that  Allied 
States  reaffirms  its  position  that  the- 
ater divorcement  and  dissolution, 
fortified  by  proper  injunctions,  af- 
ford the  only  permanent  and  effec- 
tive cure  for  monopolistic  conditions 
in  the  motion  picture  industry." 

It  was  further  resolved  that  "if 
the  Attorney  General  should,  never- 
theless, decide  to  postpone  seeking 
such  remedies  for  an  additional  test 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Para.  Quarterly  Net 
Rises  to  $3,560,000 


Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.  yester- 
day estimated  its  earnings  for  the 
first  quarter  ended  April  3,  at  $3,- 
560,000  after  interest  and  all  charges, 
including  estimated  provision  for  all 
Federal  normal  and  excess  profits 
taxes.  The  amount  includes  $701,- 
000  representing  Paramount's  direct 
and  indirect  net  interest  as  a  stock- 
holder in  the  combined  undistributed 
earnings  for  the  quarter  of  partially 
owned  non-consolidated  subsidiaries. 
Earnings  for  the  comparable  1942 
quarter  were  $2,915,000,  including 
$544,000  share  of  undistributed  earn- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


S.  A.  Lynch  Leaving  Para. 
Florida  Post  Next  July 

Because  of  the  press  of  other 
business  interests,  S.  A.  Lynch  has 
requested  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  to  release  him  from  the  active 
management  of  the  Florida  circuit 
and  the  request  has  been  granted, 
Leonard     Goldenson,     vice-president 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Four  Regional  V.  P.'s 
Named  by  Rosenberg 

Detroit  —  Appointment  of  four 
new  regional  vice-presidents  of  na- 
tional Allied  was  announced  here 
yesterday  by  president  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg as  the  two-day  Allied  board 
meeting  drew  to  a  close.  Desig- 
nated to  serve  were: 

Central  Territory,  Ray  Branch, 
Midwest,  Jack  Kirsch;  South,  H.  A. 
Cole;  East,  Irving  Dollinger, 


Crescent  Injunction  Certain 

See  Wide  Application  to  Divestiture  Angle 


Allied  Plans  Own 
War  Bond  Campaign 


Detroit — National  Allied  will  wage 
its  own  War  Bond  campaign  as  a 
result  of  action  taken  at  yesterday's 
concluding  session  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors here. 

The  board's  resolution  authorized 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


IA  Looking  with  Favor  on 
Local  306-Empire  Merger 


That  a  consolidation  of  Empire 
State  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union  with  Local  306  would  receive 
the  blessing  of  the  IATSE  was  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Say  UA  Stockholders  Told 
U.  S.  Operations  Show  Loss 

West   Coast   Bureau   of  THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — It  is  understood  that 
a  statement  made  to  the  United  Ar- 
tists' stockholders  by  the  organiza- 
tion's management  committee,  stres- 
sed the  fact  that  UA's  domestic 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


By  P.  R.  RUSSELL 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Nashville  —  With  the  decree  ex- 
pected to  be  handed  down  within 
the  next  day  or  two,  after  a  full 
day's  hearing  before  Julge  Elmer 
Davies  yesterday,  it  was  clear  that 
the  recommended  relief  by  injunc- 
tion offered  by  the  Government  will 

(.Continued  on  Page  3) 


Allied  Sees  Menace 
in  16  MM  Expansion 

Detroit  —  Allied's  directorate, 
prior  to  adjourning  the  annua!  session 
here  yesterday,  adopted  a  resolution 
authorizing  President  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg to  investigate  and  make  rep- 
resentations to  both  government 
agencies  and  distributors  concern- 
ing rapid  increase  of  16  mm.  shows 
in  competition  with  established 
theaters. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   EXCHANGE 

High     Low     Close 

Am.  Seat 17%     16*4     16% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%)    171/4    171/s     171/4 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd..   36i/2     36i/2     36 V2 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 2%       2V4       234 

Con.   Fm.   Ind I6V2     15%     I6I/4 

East.   Kodak    165V2   165       165 1/2 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 23         223/8     23 

Loew's,    Inc 56         55%     56 

Paramount    25%     25%     253,4 

RKO     83,4       8%       83,4 

RKO  $6   pfd 871/2     86         871/2 

20th  Century-Fox    ...   21 1/2     21 3/8     21 1/2 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  31%     31%     31% 

Univ.  Pict.  pfd 171        171        171 

Warner   Bros 13%      13%     133/4 

NEW  YORK  BOND  MARKET 

Par.  B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    deb    4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  103      102%  103 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  P icts 3           2%       3       -|-  i/8 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%       13/8       13/8  —  i/8 

Sonotone   Corp 3%       3%       3%   +  % 

Technicolor     13%      12%     13%  —  % 

Trans-Lux   3%       3           3       —  % 

Universal   Corp.   vtc...    18%     18%     18%  —  % 

Universal   Ficts 


% 


Matthew  Fox  Joining 
Army  as  a  Private 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — Matthew  Fox,  for- 
mer Universal  vice-president  who 
has  been  in  charge  of  current  prob- 
lems for  the  WPB  planning  board, 
has  resigned  and  expects  to  enter 
the  Army  as  a  private  soon.  Fox 
left  Washington  yesterday  for  New 
York,  and  expects  to  hear  from  his 
draft  board  before  too  long. 


Army  Rejects  Orson  Welles 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Induction  service  has 
rejected  Orson  Welles  for  physical 
re?  sons. 


Para.  Quarterly  Net 
Rises  to  $3,5(0,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ings  of  partially  owned  non-consoli- 
dated subsidiaries  and  $130,000  of 
non-recurring  income. 

Report  notes  that  with  the  lifting 
of  the  special  remittance  restrictions 
imposed  in  England  the  earnings  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1943  include 
Para.'s  full  share  of  film  rentals  and 
earnings  for  the  quarter  of  its  Eng- 
lish subsidiaries.  The  share  of  film 
rentals  and  earnings  of  all  other  sub- 
sidiaries operating  outside  the  west- 
ern hemisphere,  (including  those  op- 
erating in  Australia,  New  Zealand 
and  India)  have  been  included  only 
to  the  extent  that  revenues  therefrom 
have  been  received  or  determined  to 
be  receivable  in  dollars. 

There  were  outstanding  on  April  3,  23,786 
shares  of  cumulative  convertible  $100  par  value 
6  per  cent  first  preferred  stock.  After  de- 
ducting $35,679  of  dividends  accrued  for  the 
quarter  on  these  first  preferred  shares,  the 
remaining  $3,524,321  of  estimated  combined 
consolidated  and  share  of  undistributed  earn- 
ings for  the  quarter  represent  98  cents  per 
share  on  the  3,601,720  shares  of  Common 
outstanding,  which  compares  with  94  cents 
per  share  for  the  quarter  ended  April  4, 
1942.  Based  on  the  3,752,136  shares  of 
Common  currently  outstanding  (after  giving 
effect  to  the  complete  retirement  or  conver- 
sion of  the  first  preferred),  the  $3,560,000 
estimated  combined  consolidated  and  share 
of  undistributed  earnings  for  the  first  quart- 
er 1943  would  represent  95  cents  per  share 
on  such  Common. 

Para.'s  directors  yesterday  authorized  the 
payment  in  cash  of  $3,090,000  to  the  trustee, 
under  indenture  covering  the  company's  4  per 
cent  debentures  due  1956,  to  be  applied  in 
anticipating  future  sinking  fund  obligations. 
The  Board  recently  had  authorized  the  de- 
livery to  the  trustee  of  $4,909,000  principal 
amount  of  these  debentures  previously  ac- 
quired for  cash  and  held  in  the  company's 
treasury,  of  which  $2,064,000  covers  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sinking  fund  obligation  due 
May  15,  1943  and  the  balance  of  $2,845,000 
is  in  anticipation  of  future  sinking  fund 
obligations.  As  a  result,  Para,  will  have 
anticipated  total  future  sinking  fund  obliga- 
tons  of  $6,020,000.  When  these  transactions 
have  been  completed,  there  will  be  outstand- 
ing approximately  $16,634,000  principal 
amount  of  4  per  cent  debentures  as  com- 
pared  with   the    original    $24,543,700. 

On  April  3,  the  company  paid  the  $5,- 
000,000  borrowed  from  banks  in  January  of 
this    year. 

Para.'s  Board  _  yesterday  declared  the  reg- 
ular quarterly  dividend  of  30c  per  share  on 
the  Common,  payable  July  1,  to  stockholders 
of   record   on   June   15. 


SMPE  Sets  Fall  Parley 
For  Hollywood  Oct.  18-22 

William  Kunzmann,  SMPE's  con- 
vention vice-president,  announced 
yesterday,  following  a  meeting  of  the 
Society's  directorate,  that  the  54th 
semi-annual  Technical  Conference  of 
SMPE  will  be  held  Oct.  18-22,  in- 
clusive,  in   Hollywood. 

Maj.  Ralph  Jester,  speaking  yes- 
terday afternoon  at  the  final  tech- 
nical session  of  the  Spring  meeting 
at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  declared 
that  extremes  in  temperature  have 
presented  certain  barriers  to  aerial 
photography  in  some  theaters  of 
war,  but  that  a  camera  has  now 
been  developed,  and  is  now  being 
built  for  the  U.  S.  Air  Force,  which 
will  operate  successfully  at  65  de- 
grees below  zero. 


48-Hour  Work  Week 
May  Span  the  Nation 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Possible  broadening 
of  the  48-hour  work  week  order  to 
cover  the  entire  nation  was  indicated 
here  yesterday  by  WMC  officials, 
who  revealed  that  the  step  has  been 
under  consideration  for  the  past  two 
weeks  because  of  the  growing  man- 
power shortage.  Final  decision  de- 
pends upon  the  number  of  exemp- 
tions, one  official  said.  "If  the  nec- 
essary exemptions  are  too  many  we 
would  have   to  abandon  the  idea." 

Theaters  in  many  of  the  labor 
shortage  areas  have  gone  on  the  48- 
hour  week  basis,  as  well  as  many 
exchanges.  Exemptions  have  been 
granted  however,  by  many  regional 
WMC  officials. 

A  total  of  300,000  men  monthly 
are  being  taken  from  the  civilian 
manpower  pool  by  the  armed  forces, 
WMC  Chairman'  Paul  V.  McNutt 
told  the  House  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee yesterday,  with  the  year-end 
goal  10,700,000  men  in  service.  He 
said  he  thinks  that  goal  can  be 
reached  without  any  necessity  to 
strip  industries  of  manpower  needed 
to  keep  the  armed  forces  supplied 
and  maintained. 

McNutt  did  not  enlarge  upon  what 
will  happen  to  other  industries  and 
he  did  not  refer  even  to  all  the  ac- 
tivities which  his  own  commission 
has  designated  as  essential  to  the 
war  effort.  Final  disposition  of  the 
so-called  essential  list  is  now  under 
discussion  by  WMC's  Essential  Ac- 
tivities Committee,  but  two  meetings 
this  week  failed  to  bring  any  agree- 
ment among  committee  members  as 
to  what  steps  will  be  taken  next. 


New  Haven  Testimonial 
Held  For  Ben  Lourie 


New  Haven — Exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributor representatives  from  all 
over  the  state,  as  well  as  guests  from 
Boston  and  New  York,  honored 
Benjamin  J.  Lourie,  former  salesman 
for  Columbia  here,  newly-appointed 
to  the  Chicago  managership  of  Co- 
lumbia, at  a  dinner  last  night  at  the 
Hotel  Taft.  Barney  Pitkin,  RKO 
manager,  was  chairman  of  the  ar- 
rangements, and  Samuel  Seletsky, 
Republic,  was  treasurer,  assisted  by" 
a  committee  including  Morey  Gold- 
stein, Ben  Simon,  I.  J.  Hoffman,  B.  E. 
Hoffman,  Edward  Ruff,  Lou  Wechs- 
ler,  John  Pavone,  Irving  C.  Jacocks, 
Jr. 


Spitz  and  Skirball  to 
Produce  at  Goldwyn 

West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY- 
Hollywood — Headquarters  for  the 
newly-formed  film  production  asso- 
ciation of  Leo  Spitz  and  Jack  Skir- 
ball will  be  the  Samuel  Goldwyn 
Studios.  Releasing  arrangements 
through  one .  of  the  major  film  dis- 
tributing companies  are  to  be  an- 
nounced  shortly. 


COminG  and  G0IHG 


TOM  WALLER,  Para,  syndicate-news  servic 
contact,  planes  out  tonight  with  staffers  c 
the  IT,  INS  and  NANA  for  Harlingen,  Tex 
to  cover  tomorrow's  premiere  of  "Aerial  Gun 
ner;"    party    gets    back    Monday. 

B.  B.  KREISLER,  short  subjects  manager  t 
Universal,  last  night  left  for  St.  Louis,  De 
Moines,  Omaha,   Kansas  City. 

MONROE    GREENTHAL,    WPB    motiorSfiet.furt 
specialist,     arrived     from     Washington 
and  will  be  here  for  four  days.  s 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia  assistant  said 
manager,  and  LOU  ASTOR,  circuit  sales  execu  i 
five,  went  to  New  Haven  yesterday  for  th ! 
dinner  given  in  the  evening  for  Benjamin  . 
Lourie,  newly  appointed  Chicago  branch  mar : 
ager    of    the    company. 

EVERETT   RISKIN   is  in   town. 

SIR  ALEXANDER  KORDA  is  here  on  a  brie 
visit. 


Army  to  Ship  Films 
Into  Caribbean  Area 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   iDAIL'. 

Washington — It  is  probable  tha 
the  Army  special  service  divisio: 
will  begin  film  shipments  into  th 
Caribbean  area  in  the  near  future 
The  16  mm.  prints  of  current  hit  pi: 
supplied  as  an  industry  gift  throug] 
the  WAC  have  been  restricted  t- 
overseas  .  showing,  and  the  Carib 
bean  area  parts  of  which  are  serve* 
by  the  Army  motion  picture  service 
has  not  been  included  in  that  cate 
gcry  until  now. 


Deny  Goldwyn  Plans  His 
Own  Distribution  Company 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM   DAIL 

Hollywood  —  Representatives  o 
Samuel  Goldwyn  denied  last  nigh 
that  he  was  making  plans  to  forr 
his    own    distributing   organization.  '> 


"Prelude  to  War"  Debut 
At  N.  Y.  Strand  May  13 

"Prelude  to  War,"  made  by  LI 
Col.  Frank  Capra  for  the  War  De; 
partment  Special  Services,  will  hav 
its  world  premiere  May  13  as  par 
of  the  bill  at  the  New  York  Stranc 
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iMPTOA  Sets  Up  New 
"Prices"  Committee 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Cohen,  Oscar  Lam,  Rotus  Harvey 
t  u    Arthur   Lockwood. 

This  committee  is  expected  to 
neet  immediately  with  the  sales 
tr.ds  of  the  various  companies  in 
y^to  lay  the  plan  before  them, 
kir^^xhibitor  seeking  relief  must 
.  rk  through  his  own  regional  unit, 
Hie  head  of  which  will  contact  Her- 
ian  Levy  only  after  efforts  locally 
r  through  a  home  office  have  failed. 
jevy  then  will  present  the  complaint 
o  other  members  of  the  committee 
--'no  will  take  action  on  the  case. 

The  complaints  must  involve  film 
rices,  policies  and  practices  and 
-mst  not  be  based  on  clearances  or 
tiier  matters  that  are  subject  to 
rbitration. 

It  is  understood  that  if  the  plan 
b  agreeable  to  the  sales  heads  and 
hat  definite  relief  appears  to  be 
cssible,  the  MPTOA  board  will  meet 
nore  frequently  or  at  least  twice  a 
ear. 


" 


Allied  Plans  Its  Own 
War  Bond  Campaign 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
•resident   M.   A.   Rosenberg    to    ap- 
■oint  committee  to  arrange  for  drive 
n  all  Allied  territories.    Objective  is 
(ij  Seising  sufficient  funds  to  purchase 
bomber  to  be  dedicated  and,  pre- 
umably,  named  by  Allied. 
The  board  also  okayed  the  proposal 
y    Jack    Kirsch,    prexy    of    Illinois 
;illied,   to  seek  production   of  short 
ubject  "which   may   have  some   in- 
iuence  in  restraining  patrons,  espe- 
ially  juveniles,  from  acts  of  vandal- 

31T1. 

Interest  of  exhibitors  in  the  agenda 
nnounced  for  the  board  meeting 
iras  evidenced  by  an  attendance  of 
round  50.  While  only  directors  were 
".uthorized  to  vote,  observers  were 
welcome  to  participate  in  discussion 
tul  the  proceedings  thus  somewhat 
esembled  a  convention  by  their  ac- 
ive  part  therein. 


Oklahoma  Exhibs.  to  Meet 
n  Okla.  City  on  June  9 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vrive  and  will  have  Bob  O'Donnell, 
lational  chief  barker,  and  Francis 
\  Harmon,  executive  vice-chairman 
i  the  WAC,  as  the  principal  guests. 

I  Board  of  directors  will  meet  in 
he  morning  and  the  general  session 
Pill  be  held  in  the  afternoon.  The 
Variety  Club  will  sponsor  the  ban- 
tu et  and  dance  in  the  evening  at  the 

.Jkirvin  Hotel. 


___^e?___ 

Crescent  injunction  Certain 

See  Wide  Application  to  Divestiture  Angle 


dinner  Dance  for  O'Donnell 

Cincinnati— R.  J.  O'Donnell,  Na- 
|onal  Chief  Barker  of  the  Variety 
jlub,  will  be  honored  here  tomorrow 
it  a  dinner-dance  in  the  Hotel  Neth- 
rland  Plaza  Hall  of  Mirrors. 


(Continued 

be  entered  against  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  affiliated  defendants 
by  the  court  with  only  minor  modi- 
fications. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  chief  counsel 
for  the  anti-trust  division  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  contended 
throughout  the  arguments  offeree! 
by  defendant  counsel  that  the  can- 
celling of  all  franchises,  the  dives- 
titure of  all  interests  of  one  defen- 
dant corporation  in  another,  and  a 
complete  break  up  of  the  combine 
is  the  only  way  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  violation  of  the  Sherman 
Anti-Trust   Law. 

In  a  paragraph  by  paragraph  discussion  of 
the  proposed  decree,  which  was  written  by 
Government  counsel,  George  H.  Armistead. 
Jr.,  chief  counsel  for  Crescent,  insisted  that 
"The  Government  can  get  all  its  wants  sim- 
ply by  restraining  the  exhibitor  defendants 
from  conditioning  the  licensing  of  film  in 
competitive  situations"  and  suggested  that 
the  buying  of  film  be  done  in  three  groups, 
that  Tony  Sudekum  and  K.  C.  Stengel  be 
allowed  to  buy  for  Crescent  and  Lyric,  that 
B.  H.  Odum  buy  for  Cumberland  Amusement 
Co.,  and  that  Rockwood  Amusement  Co.  and 
other  circuits  be  in  still  another  group.  Judge 
Davies  vetoed  this  suggestion  with  the  com- 
ment that  "it  is  necessary  to  remove  all 
money  interests  to  remove  the  temptation  to 
combine  for  profit."  Crescent  counsels'  pleas 
centered  on  some  way  to  avoid  the  complete 
divestiture  provision  in  the  decree  Armistead 
strongly  contended  that  the  Government  is 
demanding  more  than  is  necessary  and  right 
in    a    suit    for    equality. 

One  of  the  important  matters  developed 
was  that  even  local,  non-competitive  agree- 
ments are  made  illegal  under  the  Crescent 
decision.  Judge  Davies  admitted  that  "of 
and  in  itself"  any  one  of  such  non-com- 
petitive agreements  is  not  illegal,  but  taken 
with  any  other  evidences  of  monopoly  they 
become    illegal. 

Counsel  say  that  this  is  far-reaching 
in  its  import  in  that  any  other  exhibitor 
group,  found  to  be  conditioning  film  li- 
censing in  competitive  situations,  caught 
with  a  few  local  non-competitive  agree- 
ments,  will   be  easy   prey   for   the   Depart- 


from  Page  1) 

.       ment    of    Justice    under    the    implications 
of  the   Crescent   decision. 

The    only    conciliatory    note    for    the    defen- 
dants   was    the    favorable    attitude    of    Judge 
|  Davies    toward    the    argument    first    presented 
by     W.     H.     Mitchell,     in     behalf     of     Muscle 
.  Shoals,     Inc.,     that     interests     in     the     movie 
'  circuits    and    circuit    combinations    cannot    be 
I  sold    without    probable    heavy    loss    to    the    de- 
fendants.        Mitchell     stated     that     in     Muscle 
Shoals   Theaters,    Inc.,   Louis   Rosenbaum   and 
Mrs.    Tony    Sudekum    have    an    investment    of 
$35,000.        The    decree    will    order    that    Mrs. 
I  Sudekum   dispose   of   her   interest    to   break   up 
the     partnership      thus     related     to      Crescent 
[  Amusement    Co.       It    was   contended    that    Ro- 
senbaum    cannot     buy     her     interest     without 
heavy     mortgage     obligations     and     that     the 
court     would    not    permit    Mrs.     Sudekum    to 
buy   Rosenbaum's  interest  for  the  same  reason. 
Disposal   Means   "Serious   Loss" 
Counsel    insisted    that    there    is    no    apparent 
way  to  dispose  of  the  property  without  serious 
loss.      He   also  referred    to   the   fact   that   such 
a   sale   would    involve   extremely   heavy    federal 
income    tax    levies    against    participants    in   the 
deals. 

The  attitude  of  Judge  Davies  indi- 
cated the  possibility  that  the  question  of 
possible  heavy  property  losses  may  lead 
to  a  modification  of  the  divestiture  pro- 
vision as  it  now  stands  in  spite  of  the 
contention  of  Wright  that  any  expansion 
of  Crescent  holdings  outside  of  Nashville 
is  a  "threat"  to  further  violations  of  the 
anti-trust   law. 

Judge  Davies  indicated  that  he  will  not 
hold  that  expansion  in  itself  is  illegal  and 
that  the  court  should  require  its  approval  of 
every  theater  acquisition  made  by  Crescent. 
Calls  Gov't  Demands!  "Very  Mild" 
Wright  insisted  that  the  Government  could 
have  asked  for  the  sale  of  each  and  every 
theater  involved  and  that  he  considers  the 
relief  asked  for  "very  mild."  He  stated  that 
he  considered  reference  of  defendant  counsel 
to  possible  heavy  federal  income  tax  levies 
in    divestiture   deals   as    "premature." 

Also,  to  be  finally  determined  by  the  de- 
cree when  filed  is  the  question  of  whether 
the  total  cost  will  be  assessed  against  the 
defendants  as  the  Government  is  asking. 
L'nited  Artists'  counsel  had  nothing  to  say 
at    this    hearing. 

Whether  there  is  an  appeal  in  the  Crescent 
case  apparently  depends  upon  the  stringency 
of    the    divestiture    provision    of    the    decree.^ 


Say  UA  Stockholders  Told 
U.  S.  Operations  Show  Loss 


Longdon,  Holston,  Abeles 
And  Hake  in  New  Berths 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

terms  of  distribution  to  its  produc- 
ers are  too  low  and  the  cost  of  its 
operations  in  the  domestic  field 
show  a  loss.  In  the  United  States 
terms  are  on  a  basis  of  25  per  cent 
and  go  downward  depending  on  how 
much  money  individual  pictures 
gross. 

Distribution  fees  for  the  foreign 
field  are  higher,  enabling  UA  to 
show  a  profit  in  the  foreign  market. 
At  today's  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, attorney  Mendel  Silberberg, 
representing  Sir  Alexander  Korda,  is 
expected  to  disclose  whether  Korda 
will  agree  to  accept  less  than  $800,- 
000,  the  amount  he  is  reported  ask- 
ing for  his   holdings   in   UA. 


Chi.  Operators  Elects  Officers 

Chicago — Chicago  operators'  union 
elected  Harry  Ragan  of  the  Chicago 
Theater  operators'  force  assistant 
business  agent  succeeding  Peter 
Shayne  who  remains  president.  John 
Smith  continues  as  business  agent. 
The  union  treasury  has  $50,000  in 
War  Bonds.  It  is  still  waiting  for 
WLB's  approval  of  its  new  wage 
contract. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ager  with  supervision  over  the  Dal- 
las, Memphis  and  Oklahoma  City 
territory.  His  successor  will  be  John 
E.  Holston,  who  has  been  sales 
manager  at  Charlotte  under  him. 
Clay  V.  Hake  will  be  transferred 
here  from  Denver  as  home-office  rep- 
resentative with  "special  duties." 
He  is  succeeded  as  Denver  manager 
by  Arthur  Abeles,  who  has  been  at 
the  home  office  since  he  relinquished 
the  managership  of  the  company's 
New  York  branch. 

Connors     said     that    all     changes 
would  become  effective  on  Monday. 


Cleve.   lst-Runs  Up  Prices 

Cleveland  —  Effective  yesterday 
Warners'  Hippodrome  and  Lake,  also 
REO's  Allen,  all  playing  on  a  first- 
run  single  feature  policy,  upped  ad- 
mission a  nickel  to  60  cents  top. 
RKO  Palace,  playing  vaudefilm, 
boosted  to  85  cents  several  months 
ago.  Loew's  State  and  Stillman 
report  their  present  55  cents  top 
probably  will  be  boosted  at  the  end 
of  May. 


WB  Jumps  "Moscow" 
Ad  Coin  to  $500,000 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tising  and  publicity,  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  four-day  meeting  of 
field  reps,   at  the  home   office. 

The  decision  to  double  the  ad  bud- 
get was  made  following  a  home-of- 
fice conference  among  Harry  M. 
Warner,  Maj.  Albert  Warner,  Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  Einfeld,  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Samuel 
Schneider,  Mort  Blumenstock  and 
other  New  York  executives.  Jack 
L.  Warner  participated  in  the  con- 
fab via  telephone  from  the  Coast. 

The  increase  was  inspired  by  the  film's 
first-week  business  here,  which,  according  to 
the  company,  has  smashed  all  box-office  rec- 
ords for  the  Hollywood  Theater,  topping 
"Casablanca,"  "Air  Force"  and  "Yankee 
Doodle  Dandy."  A  contributory  factor  was 
the  development  of  new  promotional  angles 
along  lines  which,  it  is  believed,  will  assure 
greatly  increased  returns  by  additional  ad- 
vertising   outlay. 

At  least  SO  per  cent  of  the  total  ad  budget 
for  "Mission  to  Moscow"  will  be  spent  in 
newspapers,  including  religious  and  foreign- 
language  publications.  In  advertising  the 
film  the  company  will  make  the  most  of  the 
Legion   of   Decency's   approval   of   the   picture. 

1  n  his  final  session  with  the  field  repre- 
sentatives Einfeld  outlined  detailed  plans 
for  the  exploitation  of  "Mission  to  Moscow," 
which  he  also  discussed  with  the  Warner 
circuit  zone  advertising  managers  at  an 
earlier  session,  called  by  Harry  Goldberg, 
the  circuit's  director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity. 

The  field  men  return  to  their  respective  ter- 
ritories today  following  individual  confer- 
ences with  Blumenstock.  Those  who  attended 
the  all-week  meeting  included :  Ted  Tod. 
Norman  E.  Kassel,  Chicago;  Marty  Weiser. 
Los  Angeles ;  Bill  Brumberg,  Cincinnati ; 
Frank  Brunner,  Dallas;  Glenn  D.  Ireton. 
Toronto;  Phil  Engel,  Boston;  Don  Walker, 
Kansas  City;  Herbert  Pickman,  Atlanta; 
Tom    Baldridge,    Memphis. 

IA  Looking  with  Favor  on 
Local  306-Empire  Merger 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dicated  yesterday  when  Richard  F. 
Walsh,  president  of  the  alliance,  dis- 
closed that  the  IA  was  "looking  fav- 
orably" upon  the  latest  move  to 
merge  the  two  operators'  unions. 

Approval  of  the  IATSE,  with 
which  it  is  affiliated,  would  be  nec- 
essary before  Local  306  could  con- 
summate a  union  with  Empire.  The 
membership  of  Local  306  recently 
voted  in  favor  of  joining  forces  with 
the  members  of  Empire  in  an  en- 
deavor to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  projectionists  in  this  area. 

Walsh  revealed  that  discussions 
had  been  held  within  the  Local  306 
ranks  on  the  question  of  a  merger. 
He  said  that  a  merger  plan  had  not 
been  completed  yet  by  the  local. 
He  indicated  that  its  completion  was 
expected  momentarily. 

The  last  attempt  to  have  Empire 
consolidate  with  Local  306  was  made 
in  the  early  summer  of  1942.  It 
came  to  naught  after  several  weeks' 
negotiations.  Absorption  of  Empire 
by  Local  306  is  sought  as  a  means 
of  promoting  peace  in  the  industry 
in  New  York.  If  the  merger  goes 
through  Local  306  will  rule  as  the 
sole  projectionists'  union  in  this  ter- 
ritory. 
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Allied  Asks  Divorcement,  11  Decree  Changes 


Manner  of  Seeking 
Relief  is  Up  to  Board 
Itself,  Myers  Asserts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

period,  then  the  consent  decree 
should  be  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  set  forth 
in  the  general  counsel's  report." 

Myers,  in  his  report,  amended  his 
recommendations  to  include  further 
changes  in  the  arbitration  set-up; 
namely,  that  if  the  consent  decree  is 
continued,  an  attorney  should  be  re- 
tained in  each  exchange  center  to 
represent  independent  exhibitor  com- 
plaints. The  purpose  of  this,  it  was 
said,  was  to  insure  proper  represen- 
tation through  attorneys  and  to  cut 
the  cost  to  exhibitors.  The  cost  of 
these  attorneys,  like  public  defend- 
ers in  court,  would  be  part  of  the 
general  expense  of  arbitration  borne 
by   the   defendant  companies. 

It  was  decided  that  copies  of 
Myers'  report  and  resolution  should 
be  sent  to  every  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion not  affiliated  with  Allied  to  se- 
cure "unity  of  thought  and  action" 
on  the  decree. 

Eleven  suggestions  for  changes 
in  the  New  York  consent  decree 
were  advanced  by  Myers,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  board  of  directors  at  the 
Book-Cadillac  Hotel  here  yesterday. 
The  report  embodied  the  11  sugges- 
tions plus  an  extensive  analysis  of 
events  leading  up  to  the  adoption  of 
the  consent  decree  and  the  situations 
which  developed  as  the  result  of  it. 

Myers  pointed  out  that  the  board 
should  decide  for  itself  whether  it 
should  press  for  relief  through 
amendments  to  the  decree  or  through 
divorcement  via  court  action.  He 
declared  that  while  the  alternatives 
were  rigid  so  far  as  the  Attorney 
General  was  concerned,  "there  is  no 
reason  why  the  board  cannot  re- 
assert Allied's  long-standing  policy 
in  favor  of  divorcement  and  at  the 
same  time  submit  its  views  and  sug- 
gestions in  reference  to  amending 
the  decree  in  case  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral shall  deem  it  inexpedient  at 
this  time  to  pursue  the  more  com- 
plete remedy  prayed  for  in  the  orig- 
inal petition." 

Reducing  Myers'  calculations  of 
the  decree  to  single  paragraphs,  the 
suggestions  for  decree  changes  may 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  Acquisition  of  theaters.  The 
decree  should  prohibit  absolutely  the 
acquisition  or  construction  by  the 
defendants  of  additional  theaters;  or 
at  the  very  least,  should  follow  the 
precedent  set  by  Judge  Davies  in  the 


STORKS 


Buffalo  —  Constantine  J.  (Gus) 
Basil  of  the  Basil  Bros,  circuit  be- 
came a  grandfather  when  a  nine- 
pound  son  was  born  in  Baltimore 
to  his  daughter,  Helen,  wife  of  Dr. 
Theodore  Alexander  of  Johns  Hop- 
kins Hospital. 


Establishment  of  a  Film  Museum  After  the  War 
Is  Seen  As  Co-op  Step  By  Trade  and  the  Gov't 

Suggestion  by  Carl  L.  Gregory,  of  National  Archives,  in  a  paper  delivered 
at  this  week's  SMPE  semi-annual  meeting,  that  he  believes  "the  motion  picture 
industry  itself  should  foster  and  endow  a  historical  museum  and  library  em- 
bracing ail  the  phases  of  the  motion  picture  both  technical  and  cultural,"  has 
evoked  considerable  comment  in  the  trade. 

Consensus  is  that  such  an  undertaking  may  be  under  discussion  in  Washing- 
ton, which  is  viewed  as  the  logical  locale  for  such  a  museum,  particularly  in 
light  of  the  probability  that  the  Government  may  plan  a  repository  for  its  own 
historical  war  films  so  that  they  can  be  preserved  for  future  generations. 

Another  trade  reaction  yesterday  was  that  if  the  Government  built  such  a  mu- 
seum, the  industry  itself  might  contribute  not  only  to  its  construction  and  subse- 
quent contents,  but  might  be  interested  in  the  structure  containing  a  large 
theater  for  Washington  film  premieres,  in  addition  to  screening  rooms  for  col- 
lege and  other  school  groups  studying  motion  pictures  as  an  art  and  science. 


200  at  Chicago  Dinner 
To  Honor  Bob  O'Donnell 


Chicago — Two  hundred  industry- 
ites  attended  the  Variety  Club  din- 
ner at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  last 
night  for  National  Chief  Barker  Bob 
O'Donnell.  Clifton  Utley  was  toast- 
master.  It  was  announced  that  as 
its  charity  project  the  club  would 
support  the  Larabida  Children's 
Sanitarium. 


Authority  Over  35  mm. 
Projectors,  etc..  Given  Smith 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   (DAILY 

Washington — WPB  announced  yes- 
terday that  full  authority  over  35 
mm.  projectors  and  other  equipment 
has  been  given  the  Service  Equip- 
ment Division,  with  Allen  G.  Smith 
head  of  that  division's  amusement 
section  taking  charge  of  allocations 
and  requests  for  the  equipment.  The 
authority  formerly  rested  with  the 
Consumers  Durable  Goods   Section. 


Crescent  case  and  prohibit  further 
acquisitions  or  constructions  "ex- 
cept after  an  affirmative  showing 
that  such  acquisition  (or  construc- 
tion) will  not  unreasonably  restrain 
competition." 

2.  Franchises.  Section  XV  pro- 
viding that  the  decree  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  franchises  signed  prior  to 
June  6,  1940,  should  be  eliminated, 
at  least  so  far  as  franchises  with 
affiliated  theaters  are  concerned. 
Judge  Davies'  decision  also  is  a 
precedent  for  this. 

3.  Licensing  own  theaters.  Sec- 
tion XVII  providing  that  nothing  in 
the  decree  shall  impair  the  right  of 
each  defendant  to  license  pictures 
to  its  own  theaters  on  any  terms  it 
pleases  should  be  dropped.  It  is 
ridiculous  that  a  decree  respecting 
this  right  should  have  been  entered 
in  a  case  that  was  brought  primarily 
to  divorce  the  defendants  from  their 
theaters. 

4.  Block-booking  and  blind-selling.  Sec- 
tions III  and  IV  (a)  should  be  amended  so 
as  to  permit  the  licensing-  of  more  than  five 
features  in  a  group  with  adequate  safeguards 
against  a  return  of  the  abuses  of  blind- 
selling  and  unrestricted  block-booking  by  pro- 
viding in  respect  of  the  pictures  above  the 
number  that  can  be  trade-shown  either  (a) 
proper  identification  with  a  right  of  selec- 
tion or  (li)  an  adequate  cancellation  privi- 
lege. 

5.  Blind-pricing.  There  should  be  included 
a  provision  requiring  that  allocations  be  made 
in  the  license  agreement  or  otherwise  when 
'he   pictures   are   licensed. 

6.  Pictures  generally  offensive.  Section 
VII  should  be  amended  so  that  an  exhibitor 
shall  have  the  right  to  cancel  a  nicture  on- 
the  ground  that  it  is  generally  offensive  on 
moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds,  subjec 
to  the  right  of  the  distributor  to  dispute  the 
claim    in    an    arbitration    proceeding. 

7.  Conditioning  the  licensing  of  one  group 
of  pictures  upon  the  licensing  of  another 
This  lapsed  provision  of  Section  IV  should 
be   restored. 

8.  Clearance.  Section  VIII  should  be 
strengthened  by  adding  provisions  to  the 
effect  that  clearance  shall  not  be  based  oh 
one-way    competition ;    that    the    gas    and    rub- 


ber situation  be  added  to  the  factors  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  deciding  whether 
any  clearance  is  justified  and  in  fixing  maxi- 
mum clearance,  and  that  a  provision  be  in- 
serted requiring  that  clearance  be  measured 
from  the  close  of  the  run  in  the  first  theater 
in    case   of   move-overs. 

9.  Withholding  prints.  A  substitute  for 
Section  IX  previously  was  proposed  by  Allied 
as  follows:  "In  booking  prints  for  exhibi- 
tion by  exhibitors  in  a  given  exchange  terri- 
tory, the  distributor  shall  not  withhold  de- 
livery of  prints  available  in  the  exchange  from 
one  exhibitor  in  order  to  give  another  ex 
hibitor  a  prior  playing  date  or  clearance  not 
provided  for  in  its  exhibition  contract."  Al- 
lied had  informed  the  Department  of  Justice 
that  the  real  evil  of  the  section  consisted  in 
the  "withholding  of  prints  from  a  subsequent- 
run  exhibitor,  presumably  at  the  behest  of 
a  prior  run,  in  order  to  grant  the  latter 
greater  clearance  than  is  specified  in  its  con- 
tract." 

10.  Circuit  discrimination.  Myers  recom- 
mended that  Section  X,  covering  this  sub- 
ject, be  entirely  re-written,  especially  as  to 
the  scope  of  arbitration  and  the  definitions 
of  an  independent  exhibitor  and  a  circuit 
theater. 

11.  Cost  of  arbitration.  Rules  of  arbitra- 
tion should  be  amended  so  that  costs  can  be 
assessed  against  the  complainants  only  in 
cases   patently   lacking   in   merit. 

Myers  reported  that  the  view  is  still  ad- 
vanced that  the  arbitrator  should  be  a  person 
with  a  background  of  experience  in  the  pic- 
ture industry  instead  of  impartial  men  with 
no  connection  with  any  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness. Industry  men,  however,  could  be  only 
used  under  a  system  whereby  they  would  sit 
as  boards  or  committees,  with  some  sort  of 
a  balance,  he  said.  But,  he  added,  an  even 
balance  is  well-nigh  impossible  of  accomplish- 
ment and  it  is  not  necessary  to  review  the 
many  attempts  along  this  line  that  have 
failed. 

"I  personally,"  he  declared,  "should 
hate  to  see  any  attempt  made  to  substi- 
tute interested  arbitrators  for  impartial 
arbitrators." 

Myers    praised    the    work   of    the    arbitrator* 
and    added    that    the    reasons    for    the    results 
having  appeared  to  be  disappointing  were   du 
to    the   defects   of   the    decree,    not    to    any    lack 
of  ability   on   the  part  of  the  arbitrators. 

"As  regards  the  appeal  board,"  Myers 
said,  "a  less  conservative  group  might 
have  been  selected  by  a  less  conserva- 
tive judge.  But  as  to  the  essential  in- 
tegrity and  ability  of  the  board  and  the 
wide  grasp  it  now  has  of  industry  prac- 
tices  there   can    be    no   question." 


Delay  in  Obtaining 
Parts  to  be  Probed 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
A.    Julius    Brylawski    were    a_ 
ized  by  the  board  yesterday  t/ 
fer  with  A.  G.   Smith  of  the 
on  the  matter  and  to  see  if  the  de- 
lays  could   be   eliminated. 

The  board  yesterday  decided  to 
take  no  action  on  the  St.  Louis 
unit's  move  to  halt  double  features. 
The  directors  took  the  position  that 
the  St.  Louis  plan  was  of  a  strictly 
local  nature  and  that  such  issues 
should  be  handled  locally. 

A  shortage  of  advertising  mate- 
rial also  was  mentioned  at  yester- 
day's sessions.  Rotus  Harvey  and 
Max  A.  Cohen  were  delegated  to 
confer  with  Paramount,  M-G-M  and 
RKO  accessories  departments  and 
with  Herman  Robbins  and  George 
Dembow  of  National  Screen  Service 
to  see  what  could  be  done  to  speed 
up  the  delivery  of  the  materials. 

The  matter  of  reduced  admission 
prices  for  service  men  was  declared 
to  be  a  local  issue  and  not  one  for 
the  national  board  to  set  a  policy. 

The  directors  adjourned  at  12:45 
yesterday  afternoon  after  two  and 
a  half  days  of  meetings.  Sessions 
were  said  to  have  been  constructive 
in  that  they  permitted  representa- 
tives from  all  over  the  country  to 
present  their  own  views  and  prob- 
lems. 


S.  A.  Lynch  Leaves  Para. 
Florida  Post  Next  July 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  charge  of  Paramount  theater  op- 
erations,   announced    yesterday. 

Lynch  will  retire  from  active  man- 
agement in  July,  1943  but  will  serve 
in  an  advisory  capacity  thereafter. 
Circuit  operates  some  15  theaters  in 
Miami,  Miami  Beach  and  Coral 
Gables.  George  Hoover,  who  has 
been  general  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit, will  continue  actively  in  charge 
of  the  string,  it  is  understood. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Feme  Melcena 
Brimberry,  Universal  booking  de- 
partment and  Donald  McDaniel,  who 
were  married  May  1,  will  reside  in 
Bicknell. 


Kingston,  Pa.  —  Rita  M.  Klein, 
cashier  of  the  Kingston  Theater 
was  married  to  Ensign  John  J.  Bus 
tin,  USN,  at  Georgetown,  Pa. 


Buffalo  —  Gertrude  Dickman,  oi 
Universal  exchange's  staff,  is  the 
recent  bride  of  Pvt.  Harry  Lewis 
stationed  in  Texas. 


Building 
Remodeling 


vbvsSS 


Equipment 
Maintenance 


•     •     •     • 


NEW  YORK.  FRIDAY,  MAY  7.  1943 


*       *       *       * 


-WAR  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN  SETBY  FPCC 

New  Method  Assures  Old  Films'  Restoration 


Gregory  Unveils  Process 
At  SMPE  Meet;  It  Means 
1895-1912  Pix  Rebirth 


That  earliest  motion  pictures, 
creasured  in  the  National  Archives 
and  never  before  available  to  public 
^iew,  can  now  be  restored  and  shown 
jn  the  modern  screen  through  a  new 
method  perfected  by  Carl  L.  Greg- 
Diy,  motion  picture  engineer  of  the 
Archives.  He  revealed  this  method 
on  Wednesday  at  the  locally  held 
semi-annual  meeting  of  SMPE,  and 
demonstrated  his  findings  via  pro- 
jection of  three  reels  of  resurrected 
ilm, — a  short  made  by  Thomas  Edi- 
<son;  the  funeral  of  President  Mc- 
Kinley;  and  a  Fatty  Arbuckle-Mabel 
\Tormand  comedy. 

The  early  film  companies,  between 
1895  and  1912,  sent  photographic 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Scientist  Develops 
Fluorescent  Material 


Dr.  W.  A.  Weyl,  professor  of  glass 
technology  in  the  ceramics  depart- 
ment at  the  Pennsylvania  State  Col- 
ego  has  discovered  a  new  fluorescent 
material  which  gives  off  a  warm  yel- 
low light  when  exposed  to  ultra- 
violet rays  instead  of  the  glaring 
white  or  bluish-white  color  charac- 

(Continucd  on   Page  8) 


And  the  Southwest 

Is  Plain  Country! 

Chalk  up  another  triumph  for 
filmland  resourcefulness!  Into  the 
busy  local  biz  offices  of  S.O.S.  Cine- 
ma Suppy  Corp.  on  the  week-end 
came  the  following  urgent  query  from 
an  itinerant  tent  showman  some- 
where in  the  Southwest:  "Please  tell 
me  if  you  have  progetion  gloves  of 
1  toulson's  wot's  of  scoo  in  the  bot- 
tom." President  J.  A.  Tanney  and 
his  aids,  to  whom  S.O.S.  service 
amounts  to  a  commercial  religion,  put 
on  their  thinking  caps,  and  evolved 
the  translation  of  the  puzzling  mes- 
sage: "Please  tell  me  if  you  have 
projection  globes  (lamps)  1000  watt 
with  screw  base." 


Equipment  Field  Notes 


Announcement  this  week  of  the  merging 
of  Bludworth,  Inc.,  into  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  and  the  consequent  change  of 
corporate  title  of  the  new  setup  to 
National-Simplex-Bludworth,  Inc.,  evoked 
high  interest  within  the  trade.  The  step 
is  unanimously  regarded  by  industry  ob- 
servers as  one  not  only  simplifying  a  cor- 
porate structure,  but  appreciably  strength- 
ens and  broadens  the  field  of  NTS  activi- 
ties, giving  the  company  and  its  associated 
arms  both  a  better  functional  alignment 
wherewith  to  serve  the  nation  during  these 
war  days,  but  also  in  the  era  after  hostili- 
ties cease. 

*  *  * 

Work  on  the  Harris  Grand  Theater 
in  Bloomington,  III.,  is  progressing 
rapidly  in  repair  of  fire  damage  of 
last  Summer.  Roy  Howard,  stand's 
manager,  says  delays  in  getting  parts 
has  held  up  the  work.  Of  salient  in- 
terest in  the  repairs  to  the  theater  is 
the  new  gypsum-slab  roof,  selected  to 
overcome  priorities  on  other  roofing 
materials.  Seating  capacity  is  being 
cut  somewhat,  and  the  stage  under- 
going reduction  in  height. 

*  *  * 

Fire  damage  to  theaters  continues  apace. 
One  of  the  latest  outlets  to  suffer  is  the 
Nevada  Theater  in  Prescott,  Ark.  Conflag- 
ration apparently  originated  in  the  heating 
room.  Damage  is  estimated  at  $1,000. 
Miss  Addys  Brown  is  owner. 

*  *  * 

Chicago  dispatches  aver  that  Bell  & 
Howell  has  contributed  $5,000  to  the 
Red  Cross  War  Fund,  and  that  more 
than  100  of  the  company's  employes 
have  donated  their  blood  to  the  Red 
Cross  Plasma  Bank.      B  &  H,  Motio- 


graph,  DeVry  Corp.  and  other  factories 
in  the  Windy  City  busy  with  war  work 
are  declared  to  be  advertising  for 
more  help,  as  the  labor  turnover  in 
Chi  plants  is  very  rapid  these  days. 

*  *  * 

President  Eugene  F.  MacDonald,  Jr.,  of 
Zenith  Radio  Corp.,  has  started  a  cam- 
paign for  science  and  commerce  to  use  the 
word  Radionics,  instead  of  Electronics,  to 
designate  the  American  way  of  radio  com- 
munication,  et   al. 

*  *  * 

The  Electric  Eye  Equipment  Co., 
Danville,  III.,  is  working  on  electric 
eye  equipment  that  can  be  used  by  film 
theaters.  S.  C.  Hurley,  Jr.,  is  hi  charge 
of  the  special  department. 

*  *  # 

C.  Wesley  Kent,  inspector  in  the  New 
York  District  of  Altec  Service,  is  the  proud 
daddy  of  another  son,  Gary  Winston   Kent. 

*  *  * 

A  new  theater,  the  Cassidy,  owned 
and  managed  by  A.  J.  Cole,  has  opened 
in  Webb,  Miss. 

*  *  * 

Up  in  Syracuse,  a  post-war  planning 
forum,  under  the  aegis  of  Carrier  Corp., 
got  under  way  yesterday  and  will  conclude 
today.  M.  C.  Williamson,  of  Bausch  & 
Lomb,  is  among  the  representatives  of 
some  20  leading  companies  participating 
in  the  meeting. 

Sam  Reichblum,  owner  of  the  Columbia 
Theater,  East  Liverpool,  O.,  is  installing 
a  new  U.  S.  Air  Conditioning  System. 

*         *         * 

Ensign  Stanley  Levine,  formerly  of 
the  Stanley  Equipment  Co.,  is  in  Chi- 
cago on  a  visit. 


E.  Wagner  Cites  Sign  Status 

Metal  Backlog  OK;  Praises  Plastic  Letters 


Motiograph's  New  Era 
Starts  on  Post- War  Note 


Chicago — Motiograph  has  formal- 
ly surrendered  its  corporate  charter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office  at 
Springfield,  and  will  henceforth  op- 
erate as  a  general  partnership  em- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Chicago  —  Wagner  Sign  Service, 
Inc.,  of  this  city,  has  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  fabricated  parts  made  of 
stainless  steel  for  company's  attrac- 
tion frames  to  last  for  several  years, 
and  since  these  were  fabricated  sev- 
eral years  ago,  the  organization  is 
permitted  to  use  them  by  the  War 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Circuit  Will  Initiate 
Remodeling,  Buy  Equip., 
And  Harness  Television 


Toronto  —  That  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  has  been  pointing  up 
a  definite  program  whereby  transi- 
tion from  a  wartime  basis  of  theater 
operation  will  be  quickly  and  effi- 
ciently made  as  soon  as  the  present 
struggle  ends,  is  revealed  in  the  wake 
of  organization's  annual  meeting 
here.  Firm's  president,  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  asserts  that  a  salient  fea- 
ture of  post-war  planning,  already 
delineated  and  approved,  will  be 
launching  of  reconstruction  and 
equipment  projects  to  support  new 
industrial  activity.  While  details  of 
this   proposal  are  not  announced,  it 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 

St.  Louis  Laws  Won't 
Burden  Pic  Stands 


St.  Louis — As  anticipated,  two  bills 
requiring  additional  safety  provi- 
sions in  places  of  public  assembly 
have  just  been  introduced  at  session 
of  the  local  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Measures  were  presented  by  Alder- 
man Richard  Nichols  (R.)"  of  the 
Ninth  Ward,  at  request  of  Building 
Commissioner  A.  H.  Baum  and  City 
Counselor  Joseph  F.  Holland. 

One  of  the  bills  makes  it  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  smoke  in  the  audi- 
torium of  a  film  theater,  and  simply 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Theaters  Get  Cloehs 
— ''Second  Hand9  Type 

Rochester,  N.  H. — Colonial  and 
Scenic  Theaters,  without  clocks  since 
remodeling  several  years  ago,  decided 
to  re-install  timepieces  when  many 
patrons,  now  coming  by  bus  due  to 
motoring  restrictions,  kept  houses' 
attendants  busy  informing  them  the 
time  toward  end  of  the  night  shows. 
Unable  to  purchase  new  clocks,  what 
with  manufacturers  engaged  in  Gov- 
ernment precision  work,  Manager 
William  Stanton  located  two  adver- 
tising clocks,  stripped  them  of  their 
ad  matter,  and  placed  them  in  the 
theaters. 


iw-ii-r.i    i-i  ir«n 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


TUP 


A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  field,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  General  Manager;  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  Editor;  George  H.  Morris,  Equipment 
Editor;  West  Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood 
Boulevard,  Hollywood,  Cal.,  Ralph  Wilk, 
Bureau   Chief. 


FPCC  Plans  Program 
For  Post-War  Period 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 
is  understood  that  the  circuit  will 
rebuild  a  number  of  its  situations, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  will  largely 
remodel  others,  while  the  vast  ma- 
jority will  get  the  latest  in  all  types 
of  equipment,  including  sound,  pro- 
jectors, screens,  and  other  units  of 
advanced  design  which  are  sure  to 
issue  from  designers  and  manufac- 
turers with  the  advent  of  peace  and 
consequent  lifting  of  priorities. 

Apparently  with  a  full  apprecia- 
tion of  the  inevitable  post-war  emer- 
gence of  television  to  full  stature, 
Famous  Players  Canadian  has  pin- 
ioned tele  equipment  prominently 
into  its  post-war  scheme  of  improve- 
ments and  equipment,  according  to 
authoritative  channels.  It  is  also 
reported  that  a  close  watch  is  being 
kept  on  possibilities  of  constructing 
new  theaters  to  take  full  commercial 
advantage  of  population  shifts  as 
well  as  communities'  growths. 


FPCC-Odeon  Rivalry  Spurs 
Former's  Post-War  Building 

St.  John,  N.  B. — Three  post-war 
theater  building  projects  have  de- 
veloped from  the  challenge  of  Fam- 
ous Players  Canadian  Corp.  theater 
owning  and  operating  supremacy  by 
Odeon  Theaters.  Several  others, 
are  in  the  discussion  stage. 

At  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Famous  Players  beat 
out  Odeon  for  a  mid-town  site  opposite  the 
FPC  Capitol.  Fire  had  razed  two  hotels  on 
the  site.  FPC  is  also  to  recondition  the 
Capitol.  The  new  house  will  be  in  a  modern 
brick  building,  with  two  stores  on  the  street 
floor.     Seating  capacity  will  be  about   1,200. 

At  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Odeon  will  erect  a  new 
house  on  land  bought  from  the  First  Baptist 
Church.  The  church  was  damaged  by  fir. 
no  long  ago,  and  decision  was  made  not  to 
rebuild.  The  outlook  is  for  a  theater  to  seat 
about  1,000,  and  which  will  give  Odeon  two 
houses  in  Halifax,  the  other  being  the  Ca 
sino,    taken    over   and    remodeled    in    1942. 

At  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Odeon  i' 
interested  in  building  a  new  theater  to  seat 
about  1,100,  the  site  for  which  has  been  pur- 
chased. FPC  is  also  reported  as  planning 
a   new   theater  in   St.   John's. 

At  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  both  Odeon 
and  FPC  have  been  disclosed  as  active  in 
plans  for  new  theaters.  .  .  at  Sydney,  N.  S.. 
Odeon,  with  an  interest  in  the  Strand,  has 
been  reported  as  looking  over  several  site-; 
for  a  new  theater.  At  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.. 
Odeon  is  also  understood  to  be  active  i' 
behalf  of  a  new  picture-showing  spot.  A 
Fredericton,  N.  B.,  both  Odeon  and  FPC 
have  been  sizing  things  up,  and  ditto  for 
Amherst,  N.  S.  The  keen  competition  be- 
tween the  two  chains  for  sites  has  been 
keeping  the  post-war  theater  construction  jjo< 
boiling  over  in  key  centers  through  th 
Eastern  provinces.  So  many  of  the  theaters 
are  entirely  out  of  modern  focus,  because 
of  age,  the  two  chains  are  not  active  in 
buying,    but    in    building    their    own. 


Scientist  Develops 
Fluorescent  Material 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 
teristic  of  present-day  fluorescent 
lighting.  This  new  discovery  is  ex- 
pected to  have  wide  application  in 
the  modern  illumination  of  theaters, 
homes,  stores  and  factories.  It  not 
only  produces  light  of  a  radically 
new  color  but  it  also  retains  the 
power  to  emit  light  even  if  the  mate- 
rial contains  impurities  in  the  form 
of  iron  or  nickel.  It  also  glows  with- 
out the  addition  to  its  composition 
of  an  activating  agent  like  man- 
ganese. 


Wagner  Sign  Situation 
Advantageous  for  Theaters 

(Continued   from    Page    7) 

Production  Board,  it  is  declared  by 
E.  Wagner,  firm's  president. 

Regarding  Plastic  letters,  he  as- 
serted that  these  have  proven  con- 
spicuously successful,  so  much  so 
that  his  organization,  after  the  war, 
will  not  have  any  appreciable  de- 
mand, if  any,  for  aluminum  letters. 
While  it  is  true  that  these  letters 
do  not  last  as  long  as  aluminum, 
the  advertising  value  of  them,  in  the 
brilliant  colors  that  are  obtainable, 
is  so  much  greater  than  that  of  the 
plain  black  letter  that  his  company 
has  not  one  dissatisfied  customer 
using  colored  plastics,  and  the  de- 
preciation is  negligible  and  usually 
from  improper  handling. 

While  Wagner  Sign  Service  only 
makes  the  Plastic  letters  in  the  4  and 
10-inch  sizes  now,  it  will  make  other 
sizes  as  soon  as  tool  and  die  makers 
are  available. 


Motiograph's  New  Era 
Starts  on  Post- War  Note 


(Continued   from    Page    7) 

bracing  Francis  E.  Mathews,  Fred 
C.  Mathews,  H.  Thorwell,  and  Ray- 
mond Sherman.  The  change-over 
has  not  in  any  way  interfered  with 
the  company's  business,  which  con- 
tinues as  formerly. 

Currently,  Motiograph  is,  through 
its  long  established  facilities  and 
relatively  recently  expanded  ones, 
making  noteworthy  contributions  to 
the  war  from  both  a  manufacturing 
and  welfare  point  of  view.  With  an 
eye  to  the  future,  organization's  dis- 
tributors met  here  a  few  days  ago 
at  the  Bismarck  Hotel  to  formulate 
plans  for  post-war  distribution,  and 
to  discuss  post-war  products.  Fred 
Mathews  presided,  and  included 
among  those  attending  were  C.  S. 
Ashcraft,  Ashcraft  Mfg.  Co.;  Irving 
Samuels,  Automatic  Devices  Co.;  J. 
C.  Heck,  DaLite  Screen  Co.;  and 
Morris  Goldberg,  GoldE  Mfg.  Co. 


TICKET  REGISTERS 
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New  Victory  Ship 
Bears  Eastman  Name 

San  Francisco — A  10,000-ton  ship, 
S.S.  George  Eastman,  named  in  mem- 
ory of  Eastman  Kodak's  founder,  has 
been  launched  in  San  Francisco  Bay. 
Ship  went  down  the  ways  at  Henry 
Kaiser's  Richmond  Shipyard  No.  2 
only  27  days  after  laying  of  its  keel. 
More  than  40  employes  of  Kodak 
local  and  Oakand  branches  and 
stores,  as  well  as  many  service  men, 
former  Kodak  employes,  attended  the 
ceremonies. 


St.  Louis  Laws  Won't 
Burden  Pic  Stands 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 
puts  into  city  ordinance  form  the 
self-imposed  regulations  which  all 
of  the  motion  picture  houses  enforced 
shortly  after  Boston's  Cocoanut 
Grove  tragedy.  Prior  to  that,  a  few 
of  the  smaller  downtown  theaters 
has  permitted  smoking  in  their  bal- 
conies. Second  bill  requires  fire- 
proofing  of  decorations  in  virtually 
all  places  of  public  assembly.  Here- 
tofore, the  Fire  Department  has  re- 
quired fireproofing  of  certain  types 
of  draperies,  decorations,  etc.,  in 
public  places. 

Theater  interests  here,  therefore, 
see  the  measures  having  little  or  no 
new  effects  on  local  film  stands. 


Costly  Fire  in  Oklcx. 

Seminole,  Okla. — One  hundred  the- 
atergoers were  marched  to  safety 
here  Sunday  night  escaping  a  fire 
which  spread  to  destroy  the  Chief 
Theater  owned  by  Joe  L.  Love  and 
another  large  two-story  brick  build- 
ing in  the  heart  of  the  business 
district.  Theater  damage  was  esti- 
mated at  $100,000.  The  fire  broke  out 
in  the  theater's  projection  booth. 
The  operator,  Melvin  Embree, 
threw  the  burning  film  about  20 
feet  outside  the  booth  toward  a 
window. 
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New  Gregory  Process 
Resurrects  Old  Pix 


(Continued   from   Page    7) 

paper  copies  of  their  films  to  the 
copyright  office  to  prevent  pirating 
of  their  releases.  None  of  these 
paper  prints  could  be  run  today 
through  the  modern  projectr^ju 
printing  machine,  and  could  no„-be 
projected  on  a  screen  because  of 
their  opaque  paper  base.  Confronted 
with  these  perishable  paper  films, 
which  constitute  the  only  record  of 
the  birth  and  growth'  of  the  motion 
picture  in  America,  Gregory  de- 
signed a  modified  process  optical 
printer  to  reproduce  the  old  and 
shrunken  films  on  celluloid,  so  that 
they  could  be  shown  on  modern  pro- 
jection machines.  Process,  he  re- 
vealed, was  perfected  barely  two 
weeks  ago.  Restored  films  can  also 
be  scored  with  commentary  sound , 
tracks. 


■ 


Warner  Studio  Develops 
New  Generator  Filter 


West   Coast   Bureau   of  THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Warner  Bros.'  sound 
department  under  Colonel  Nathan 
Levinson  has  developed  an  arc-light- 
ing generator  filter  that  is  portable, 
uses  one-fourteenth  the  amount  of 
copper  formerly  used  in  old  type 
filters  and  is  one  of  the  greatest 
time-saving  devices  installed  since 
the  advent  of  sound  because  it  is  a 
100  per  cent  sound  filter.  The  in- 
vention will  be  made  available  to  the 
entire  motion  picture  industry. 


THEATRE   SOUND   SYSTEM: 
AND   PROJECTORS 


War-born  DEVRY  preci- 
sion Theatre  Projectors 
and  Sound  Systems  pre- 
sent developments  far 
beyond  previously  ac- 
cepted standards  DEVRY 
Corporation,  1112  Armi- 
tage  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 
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I0SEPH  SCHENCK  HEADS  20TH- FOX  STUDIO 

MPTOA,  Allied  Decree  Changes  Are  Similar 


= 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


■  By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER: 


—WASHINGTON 
.10  definite  settlement  offer  has  been 
^  submitted  in  the  Griffith  anti-trust 
:tion  to  the  Department  of  Justice  thus 
r  .  .  .  this  is  on   the  authority  of  Robert 

Wright,  special  assistant  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  and  the  Government's  No. 
attorney  insofar  as  film  litigation  is  con- 
rned.  .  .  .  And,  despite  what  has  been 
id    recently,    Wright    maintains    that    he 

yet  to  receive  the  critique  of  the  New 
jrk  consent  decree  presumably  formulated 
■  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference.  .  .  . 
eanwhile,  here's  a  tip:  D  of  J  anti-trust 
wyers  are  working  over  the  whole  problem 

the   New   York   decree. 

•  e 

JORMAN  ALLEY,   newsreel   pool   corres- 
■^  pondent  in  the  Pacific  for  News  of  the 
iy.  was  in  town  last  week  from  Australia, 
ley    says    the    greatest    cameraman    de- 
loped  during  the  war  thus  far  is  26-year 
i    native    Australian    Damien    Parer,    who 
ade  the  heralded  "Kokoda  Path"  in   New 
jinea.       Parer    works    for    the    Australian 
inistry    of    Information.    .    .       Alley    says 
e  of  the  toughest  things  in  the  world  to 
up    against    is    the    dual    censorship    in 
stralia — by  the  U  S.  Army  and  the  Aus- 
li an    Government.       It's    that   censorship, 
says,  which  has  kept  the  flow  of  news 
<    from    Australia    to    a    rather    unhappy 
,:kfc 

HE   Washington   Times-Herald    has    been 

building  several  of  its  radio  spots  recent- 

around  hSe  system   used   by  critic   Kath- 

ne   Smith   of   slugging   all   downtown    pix 

N.  W.   (no  war),  WB   (war  background) 

WA    (war    action).       The    designations 

e    proved    to   have    an    appeal    for    many 

ders.  .  .  .  Over  on  the  local  News,  Rus- 

I  Stewart  continues  his  campaign  against 

ly  fair  and  poor  war  pix.  Says  the  indus- 

'  can  best  aid  the  war  by  making  fewer 

ir   pix,    provided    they're    all    as    good    as 

ne  of  the  topnotchers. 

•  • 
J  UGH     HARMON    in     town     last    week 

talking  cartoons  with    Francis   Alstock, 

the  CIAA  office.  And  predicting,  through 

swart,  a  tremendous  upsurge  in  the  ani- 

^.ted    market    right    after   the    war.    .    .    . 

.   No    action     on     essential     listings     for 

■oratory   workers   until   after  WMC's   Es- 

itial  Activities   Committee   decides   what 

do  witl*  essential  lists  in  general.   .  .   . 

'though   it's  been   reported   that  the  Sam 

Continued  an   Page  2) 


Principal  Difference  Said 
To  be  Approach;  MPTOA 
Not  Against  Divorcement 

Allied's  recommendations  for 
changes  in  the  consent  decree 
(FILM  DAILY,  May  7)  closely 
parallel  those  submitted  to  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  by  the  MPTOA, 
it  was  indicated  Friday  by  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall,    MPTOA   president. 

While  the  language  of  the  Allied 
proposals  differs  materially  from 
that  of  the  MPTOA  and  there  are 
slight  differences  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  changes  are  recom- 
mended to  be  brought  about,  the 
over-all  proposed  revisions  are  simi- 
(Continucd  on  Page  8) 
—Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

Midnight  Pix  Shows 
Click  in  Baltimore 


Baltimore — A  Baltimore  audience 
for  midnight  movies  has  been  cre- 
ated by  the  war,  but  the  "whoopee" 
hao  been  omitted  by  the  late  theater- 
goers. Managers  of  those  down- 
town theaters,  where  experimental 
runs  have  been  made  after  midnight 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 
— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

Otto  Bolle  to  Australia 
As  20th-Fox's  H.  O.  Rep. 

Appointment  of  Otto  Bolle  to  serve 
as  20th-Fox's  home  office  rep.  for 
Australia  was  announced  on  Friday 
by    Murray    Silverstone,    company's 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Hopper  Seeks  More 
Lumber  for  Studios 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Harold  Hopper,  head 
of  the  WPB's  motion  picture  section, 
heads  for  New  York  today  in  con- 
nection with  the  moves  to  assure 
adequate  lumber  supplies  for  the 
Coast  studios.  Hopper  will  hit  Hol- 
lywood   later   in   the   month. 


rrr: 


Ticket  Hoarding," 
Canadian  Problem 


Toronto — Exhibitors  are  concerned 
over  the  latest  stunt  pulled  by  pat- 
rons, that  of  buying  tickets  and  not 
using  them  until  another  day.  Ob- 
ject is  to  avoid  standing  in  line  for 
premium  nights  and  other  extra  at- 
traction   shows. 

Practice  is  not  widespread  as 
yet,  but  the  matter  came  up  for 
discussion  at  a  recent  Famous  Play- 
ers district  managers  meeting.  While 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 
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48-Hour  Work  Week  Looms 
For  Trade  in  Des  Moines 


Des  Moines,  la. — This  city's  the- 
aters and  exchanges  are  awaiting 
further  developments  before  mak- 
ing plans  for  a  48-hour  work  week 
following  transfer  of  Des  Moines 
from  Group  Two  to  Group  One  by 
the  War  Manpower  Commission. 

The  WMC  regional  office  at  Min- 
neapolis, so  far,  has  not  ordered  the 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


ITOA  Seeks  Walker  $  Services 

Former  N.Y.  Mayor  May  Act  on  Film  Rentals 


SPG  and  Majors  Reopen 
Wage  Discussions  Today 

First  meeting  on  the  reopening  of 
contracts  with  employers  on  the  mat- 
ter of  wages  will  be  held  today  be- 
tween representatives  of  major  film 

(Continued  on   Page  8) 


FILM  DAILY  subscribers  all  over  the  world  are 
now  receiving  their  1 943  FILM  YEAR  BOOK.— 
Advt. 


Board  of  directors  of  the  ITOA 
has  authorized  its  resolutions  com- 
mittee to  negotiate  with  James  J. 
Walker  to  represent  the  organiza- 
tion as  special  counsel  on  the  mat- 
ter of  film  rentals.  In  a  formal 
statement  by  the  ITOA,  it  was  as- 
serted that  the  services  of  the  for- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

The  1943  FILM  YEAR  BOOK  is  the  greatest  ever. 
NOW  being  distributed  to  all  FILM  DAILY  sub- 
scribers.— Advt. 


Signs  7- Year  Pact;  Will 
Not  Be  Added  to  Board; 
Budget  to  Top  $32,000,000 

By  LOU  PELEGRINE 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Retention  of  the  services  of 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  under  a  new 
seven-year  contract  as  execu- 
tive production 
head  was  an- 
nounced on  Fri- 
d  a  y  by  Spyros 
Skouras,  20th- 
Fox  president,  at 
a  trade-press  in- 
terview at  the 
company's  home 
office.  Skouras 
said  that  Schenck 
would  take  charge 
of  the  studio  im- 
mediate l  y,  al- 
though the  con- 
joseph  M.  schenck  tract  does  not  be- 
come effective  until  June  1.  In  an- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Agreement  Near  on 
Government  Shorts 


As  a  result  of  discussions  between 
the  MPTOA  directors  and  Lowell 
Mellet  of  the  OWI,  it  is  believed 
that  an  understanding  will  be  reached 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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"Prelude  to  War"  To  Play 
Larger  Cities  First — Fabian 

Representative  theaters  in  cities 
of  25,000  population  or  over  will  be 
serviced  first  with  prints  of  Lt.  Col. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Com.  Ford  in  Brazil 
to  Shoot  War  Films 

Rio  de  Janeiro  (By  Cable) — John 
Ford,  on  active  duty  with  the  Navy 
since  pre-Pearl  Harbor  days,  is  here 
with  a  U.S.N,  camera  crew  to 
film  Brazil's  economic  and  military 
contribution  to  the  war  effort  of  the 
United  Nations.  Assignment  will 
keep  Ford  here  for  the  greater  part 
of  a  month. 
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Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56   105       105       105         

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103       103       103  

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

Associates  Fete  Heineman 

Associates  of  William  Heineman 
at  Universal  gave  him  a  "farewell" 
party  Friday  evening  at  Toots 
Shor's.  Heineman  today  takes  up 
his  new  duties  as  sales  manager  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  having  resigned 
as  assistant  general  sales  manager 
of  Universal  after  18  years  with  the 
company. 

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

AAAA  Essentiality  Huddle 

Arrangements  and  agenda  commit- 
tees of  the  Associated  Actors  and 
Artistes  of  America  huddled  again 
on  Friday  on  the  question  of  mobili- 
zation of  the  entertainment  world 
in  the  interest  of  the  war  effort  and 
essentiality    of  theatrical    workers. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

The     Human     Comedy     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) — 11th     week Astor 

Desert    Victory     (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — 5th     week Globe 

Edge    of    Darkness    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 5th    week Strand 

Flight    to    Freedom    (RKO    Radio   Pictures)— 4th    week Music    Hall 

China     (Paramount     Pictures) — 3rd     week Paramount 

Assignment    in    Brittany    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 3rd    week Criterion 

Presenting     Lily     Mars     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Fictures) — 2nd     week Capitol 

Crash    Dive    (Twentieth    Century-Fox    Films) — 2nd    week Roxy 

Mission   to   Moscow    (Warner  iBros.   Pictures) — 2nd   week Hollywood 

At     Dawn    We     Die     (Republic    Pictures) Abbey 

The   Ox-Bow    Incident    (Twentieth   Century-Fox    Films) Rivoli 

Hello,    Frisco,    Hello     (Twentieth    Century-Fox    Films)     (a-b) Palace 

Johnny    Doughboy    (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Palace 

Next   of    Kin    (Universal    Pictures) Rialto 

Pardon  My  Cun   (Columbia  Pictures) — Last  day   (a) New  York 

The  Ghost   and   the  Guest    (Producers   Releasing   Corp.) — Last  day    (a) New  York 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

La   Mia  Canzone  al  Vento   (J.   H.  Hoffberg  Co.) — 3rd  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Ay  Jalisco,   No  Te   Rejes   (Grovos-Mohme  Co.) — 3rd  week Belmont 

Russians    at   War    (Artkino    Pictures)— 3rd   week Stanley 

Passion    Island     (Maya    Films) — 2nd    week World 

A  Young  Lady  With   Luck    (Europa   Films) — 2nd   week 48th   St.   Theater 

The  Heart  of  a  Nation   (A.  F.   E.  Corporation)    (b) Little  Carnegie 

Alia  en  El  Tropico   (Grovos-Mohme  Co.) Belmont 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Lady  of  Burlesque   (United  Artists-Hunt  Stromberg) — May   13 Capitol 

The   More   the   Merrier    (Columbia   Pictures) — May    13 Music   Hall 

Action   in   the   North   Atlantic    (Warner   Bros.  Pictures) — May   21 Strand 

Five  Graves  to  Cairo    (Paramount  Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

Desperadoes    (Columbia    Pictures) — May    13 Criterion 

They    Came    to   Blow    Up    America    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — May    13 Globe 

The  leopard    Man    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (c) Rialto 

My  Friend   Flicka    (Twentieth  Century-Fox)    (c) Roxy 

Air    Force    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — May    12    (a-b) Palace 

Tahiti     (Republic     Pictures) — May     12 Palace 

Queen    of    Broadway    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — Opens    tomorrow    (a)....  New    York 

Ghost    Rider    (Monogram    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow     (a) New    York 

Masquerade    (Artkino   Pictures)     (c> Stanley 

The  Virgin  of  Guadalupe   (Mayer  Films)    (c) World 

The  Swedes   in   and   Around   New   York — May   22 48th   St.   Theater 

(a)    Dual   bill,      (b)    Subsequent  run.     (c)    Follows  current   bill. 


Columbia  Execs.  Train  Out 
For  Chicago  Sales  Parley 


Columbia  home  office  execs,  leave 
New  York  today  via  the  Century  for 
Chicago,  where  the  first  of  a  series 
of  three  sales  meetings  will  be  held 
starting  tomorrow  at  the  Drake  Ho- 
tel. In  the  group  are  Jack  Cohn, 
A.  Montague,  Rube  Jackter,  Lou 
Weinberg,  Louis  Astor,  Max  Weis- 
feldt,  Maurice  Grad,  George  Jos- 
ephs, Hank  C.  Kaufman,  Bernie  E. 
Zeeman,  Vincent  Borrelli,  Seth  Reis- 
ler,  William  Brennan,  Joseph  Frei- 
berg, Al  Seligman,  and  Leo  Jaffe. 

Fifteen  branches  will  be  repre- 
sented at  the  convention  by  district 
managers,  branch  managers  and  the 
entire  sales  force  in  the  respective 
territories.  The  Chicago  sales  meet- 
ing will  be  followed  by  a  gathering 
in  New  York,  May  26-28  and  one 
in  San  Francisco,  June  5-6. 
—Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

Goodman  Back  at  Desk 

Rochester — Arthur  Goodman,  film 
editor  of  The  Times-Union  here,  has 
returned  to  his  post  after  a  two- 
months    illness. 


AVAILABLE— AT  ONCE! 

CONTACT  GIRL  —  copywriter,  inter- 
views, human  interest  stories,  publicity 
and  sales  promotion.  Seven  years  mo- 
tion picture  background;  widely  traveled, 
languages. 

Box  157  THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501   <Bway.  N.  Y.  C. 


Reeling  'Round  — 
WASHINGTON 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Goldwyn  Naval  film  has  been  turned  down 
by  the  Navy,  the  fact  is  that  Goldwyn  has 
not  yet  submitted  a  script,  or  even  an 
outline  .  .  .  The  Navy  will  like  to  see  the 
film  made,  although  some  changes  were 
suggested  last  month  when  Goldwyn  con- 
ferred   with    Secretary   Knox. 


AVAILABLE 


SECRETARY  -  STENOGRAPHER 

Executive   Ability 

Six    Years'    Motion    Picture    Experience 

Young — Reasonable    Salary 

Box   141 

The  Film  Daily,   1501   Broadway,   New  York 


MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

CO.,  INC. 
INSURANCE 

Specializing 

in  requirements  of  the 

Motion  Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
510  W„  6th  St  Lot  Angeles 


Engineers  at  First-Runs 
Accept  15%  Wage  Increa 

Negotiations  for  a  new  agreeme 
between  the  International  Union 
Operating.  Engineers,  Locals  '■ 
30-A  and  30-B,  and  the  city's  firs 
runs  were  completed  on  Friday  wh 
the  members  of  the  union  cover 
by  the  pact  accepted  an  offer  frc 
the  employers  of  a  15  per  cent  wa 
increase.  The  workers  already^ 
won  the  right  to  a  two  weeks'^  1 
tion  with  pay.  a 

—Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

"Corregidor"  Set  Into  Globe 

PRC's  "Corregidor"  will  have  i 
New  York  premiere  at  the  Globe. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALl 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Rosalind   RUSSELL       •       Fred   MacMURRAY 

"FLIGHT   FOR   FREEDOM" 

With   Herbert  Marshall 
An  RKO  Radio  Picture 
Gala  Stage   Revue   •    Symphony  Orehottra 
First    Mezzanine    Seate    Reierved.    Orel*    l-460( 


►"nxHtiio*0" 


m 
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c///H/Hy  \ 

&o*sty 

Ammonc/tesTM 


Allan 
LADD 


Loretta 
YOUNC 

"CHINA' 

A  Paramount  Picture 

with 

William    Bendix 
PARAMOUNT 

Times  Square 


In  Person 

And  his  Made 
Makers 
The    Golden   Gate 
Quartet 


UA 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


ALICE  JOHN  JACK 

FAYE  PAYNE  OAKIE 

"HELLO,   FRISCO,  HELLO" 

and  -—  ■ 

"JOHNNY    DOUGHBOY"     - 

JANE     WITHERS 


* 


ES&ITIITE 


ON  SCREEN 

HAPPY  GO  LUCKY 
MARY   MARTIN 
DICK    POWELL 
BETTY    HUTTON 


I 


IN  PERSON 
JOAN 

EDWARDS 

EXTRA! 

CUS  VAN 


"THE  OX-BOW 
INCIDENT'' 

a  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
starring  HENRY  FONDA 


RIVOLI 


IN 


WARNER  BROS.  TRADE  SHOWINGS 

OF 


// 


MISSION  TO  MOSCOW 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

DAY  AND  DATE 

TIME 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

12:30  P.M. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.  W. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:30  A.M. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

464  Franklin  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

1:30  P.M. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  So.  Church  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  S.  Wabash  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

1:30  P.M. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

Mon.  5/17 

2:30  P.M. 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

8:00  P.M. 

Dallas 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1803  Wood  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

21st  &  Stout  Sts. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:30  A.M. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

11:00  A.M. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

116  W.Michigan 

Mon.  5/17 

1:00  P.M. 

Kansas  City 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

1802  Wyandotte  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

1:30  P.M. 

Los  Angeles 

Warner  Exch.  Sc.  Rm. 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

Memphis 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

362  S.  Second 'St. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:30  A.M. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Rm. 

70  College  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

200  S.  Liberty  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

New  York 

Home  Office  Sc.  Rm. 

321  W.  44th  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:30  P.M. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:00  A.M. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

11:00  A.M. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Rm. 

1220  Vine  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

11:00  A.M. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm., 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

Portland 

Jewel  Box  Th. 

1947  N.  W.  Kearney 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

216  E.  1st  South 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Rm. 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

1:30  P.M. 

Seattle 

Little  Victor  Th. 

2422  Second  Ave. 

Mon.  5/17 

2:00  P.M. 

St.  Louis 

S'renco  Sc.  Rm. 

3143  Olive  St. 

Mon.  5/17 

1:30  P.M. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  &  E.  Sts.  N.  W. 

Mon.  5/17 

10:30  A.M. 
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Joe  Schenck  Heads 
20th-Fox  Studio 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nouncing  the  signing  of  the  new 
contract  the  20th-Fox  head  referred 
to  Schenck  as  "one  of  the  most  con- 
structive forces  in  the  business." 

Schenck  will  not  be  added  to  the 
board  of  directors,  of  which  he  once 
was  chairman,  according  to  Skouras. 
"He  doesn't  care  for  it,"  Skouras 
explained. 

It  was  said  by  Skouras  that  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  whose  resignation  as 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion was  announced  recently,  would 
operate  under  Schenck  until  he 
leaves  the  company  upon  completion 
of  his  production  program — which, 
according  to  the  20th-Fox  prexy, 
may  take  as  much  as  a  year. 

Skouras  refused  to  comment  on 
whether  Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  would 
return  to  his  former  post  when  Goetz 
stepped  out.  He  said  that  depended 
upon  the  decision  of  the  Army  on 
whether  to  hold  or  release  Zanuck. 

The  company  was  planning  on  a 
record  budget  of  "over  $32,000,000" 
on  a  1943-1944  program  of  30  to  40 
productions,  Skouras  disclosed.  He 
said  that  figure  might  be  closer  to 
$35,000,000  by  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son. Skouras  added  that  the  com- 
pany would  shun  "small  pictures"  in 
its  1943-1944  production  plans. 

Skouras  asserted  Twentieth-Fox 
would  continue  its  policy  of  selling 
blocks  of  five  or  less  with  some  pro- 
ductions sold  individually. 

As  last  year,  the  company  will 
hold  no  national  convention,  holding 
instead  regional  meetings  in  June 
or   July,    Skouras    said. 

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

Otto  Bolle  to  Australia 
As  20th-Fox's  H.  O.  Rep. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vice-president   in  charge   of  foreign 
distribution 

Bolle,  for  the  past  several  years 
the  organization's  managing  direc- 
tor for  South  Africa,  will  leave  New 
York  shortly  for  Johannesburg, 
where  he  will  settle  his  affairs  be- 
fore proceeding  to  Sydney,  Austra- 
lia, where  he  will  headquarter. 


David   O.   Selznick 

Clarence    Brown 

Fred    Astaire 


Mae  Murray 

William  Thiele 

Jay  Kaye 


The  Chains  Our  Brothers  Wear: 

•  •      •     AT  the  stirring  climax  oi  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  a  question 

is  posed It  is:  "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"  (Genesis,  iv,  9) 

This  is  answered  aifirmatively,  immediately  and  emphatically, — "Yes!" 

And  in  that  response  is  the  very  core  of  everything  ior  which  we 

and  our  Allies  are  fighting Were  it  not  so,  the  crags  of  Tunisia, 

the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea,  the  dank  isles  of  the  Southwest  Pacific, 
and  the  rice  fields  of  Hunan  and  Hupeh,  would  not  now  be  stained  by 
blood  which  Freedom  bore,  and  which  means  to  bear  Freedom  to  all, 

and  to   all   the   ages  to  come Wherever   these   and   other   battles 

rage,  and  will  continue  so  to  do  until  Victory,  there  are  fighting  men 
with  fighting  weapons,  equipped  to  exact  toll  of  history's  blackest  foe, 
and  to  defend  themselves  in  any  circumstances  against  these  progenies 
of  evil  who  would  blot  out  Liberty  for  all  time There  is  satisfac- 
tion and  privilege  in  bearing  these  arms But  on  Europe's  soil  today 

are    Armies    of   the   Defenseless ......  Men,    women    and    little    children 

hounded,  starved,  persecuted,  and  marked  for  massacre  by  keepers  in 

whose  veins  flows  not  a  single  cell  of  brotherly  regard Unarmed 

and  unprotected  though  they  now  be,  it  is  possible  to  assure  very, 
very  many  of  survival, — to  cloak  them  with  deliverance,  and  to  trans- 
port them  to  those  Green  Pastures  of  the  Free  world,  where  "Yes!"  is 
the   answer, — affirmative,   immediate,   and  emphatic — ,   to  the   question. 

"Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?" At  mid-day  tomorrow,  a  great  and 

noble  luncheon  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  under  the 
aegis  of  United  Jewish  Appeal's  Amusement  Division,  of  which  David 
Bernstein,  Barney  Balaban  and  Albert  Warner  are  the  co-chairmen,  and 

B.   S.   Moss    the   conclave's   chairman Guest   speaker   will   be    the 

distinguished  Jewish  leader.  Dr.  Abba  Hillel  Silver,  national  co-chairman 

oi  UJA It  will  be  a  memorable  film  industry  event,  indelible  in  its 

consequence   to   the   hundreds  attending And  of   infinitely   greater 

consequence  to  distant  brothers  enslaved Over  the  session's  dra- 
matic disclosures, — for  such  there  will  be — ,  and  above  the  inspiring 
speech  by  Dr.  Silver,,  will  sound  the  spirit  of  Thomas  Paine:  "Tyranny, 
like  hell,  is  not  easily  conquered;  yet  we  have  this  consolation  within 
us.  that  the  harder  the  conflict,  the  more  glorious  the  triumph.     What 

we  obtain  too  cheap,  we   esteem  too  lightly It  would  be  strange 

indeed  if  so  celestial  an  article  as  freedom  should  not  be  highly  rated." 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


"Aerial  Gunner"  Off  With 
Tex.  War  Bond  Opening 


Harlingen,  Tex. — Sparked  by  the 
presence  of  Chester  Morris,  Jean 
Parker,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Gil 
Lamb,  Barbara  Britton  and  Johnnie 
Johnston,  the  War  Bond  world  pre- 
miere of  Para.'s  "Aerial  Gunner" 
took  off  at  the  Arcadia  Saturday.  A 
large  group  of  circuit  and  indepen- 
dent  exhibs.   participated. 

Premiere  seats  alone  brought  $50,000  in 
Bond  sales — exclusive  of  a  huge  total  of 
Bonds  sold  at  accompanying  events  which 
filled   a    two-day    military    and    civic    program. 

William  Pine,  producer-director  of  the 
pic,  was  present  with  the  Hollywood  delega- 
tion. J.  J.  Donohue,  Dallas  district  man- 
ager, and  C.  L.  Dees,  L.  W.  McClintock  and 
C.  H.  Weaver,  branch  managers,  headed  a 
Paramount  contingent. 

Interstate,  which  co-operated  was  represent- 
ed by  William  O'Donnell,  division  manager; 
Raymond  Willie,  assistant  general  manager; 
Frank  O.  Starz,  Ray  Beall,  Eddie  Collins, 
San  Antonio  city  manager;  Jack  Chalman, 
Lew   Bray,  Valley  district   manager,  and  Paul 


48-Hour  Work  Week  Looms 
For  Trade  in  Des  Moines 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

city  placed  on  a  48-hour  work  week 
and,  if  the  order  is  put  through,  the 
industries  would  have  from  60  to  90 
days  to  conform.  There  is  some 
feeling  among  other  industries, 
however,  that  the  longer  work  week 
order  may  not  be  put  through  for 
some  time  yet.  Some  lines  are  plan- 
ning to  ask  for  exemptions  if  it  is 
ordered. 

The  longer  work  week  would  hit 
the  film  exchanges  the  hardest,  as 
most  of  them  in  Des  Moines  are 
closed  on  Saturdays.  In  the  the- 
aters, the  blow  would  come  to  the 
cashiers  as  the  managers  and  most 
of  the  ushers  work  the  longer  hours. 


Kay,    Arcadia    manager. 

Tom  Waller,  Para,  syndicate-news  service 
contact,  escorted  a  New  York  press  delega- 
tion which  returns  to  the  metropolis  this 
morning. 


COminG  and  GOIIIC 


HAROLD  HOPPER  of  the  WFB  heads  for  Ne 
York  today  and  goes  to  Hollywood  later  in  tl 
month. 

LEON    FROMKESS   and   SIC   NEUFELD   are   d 
here    today    for   PRC   conferences. 

ED  KUYKENDALL  left  for  Columbus,  Miss 
on   Saturday. 

BETTE  DAVIS  arrived  in  New  York  Frida 
for  a  brief  stopover  on  the  way  to  her  eaK.t 
at   Sugar    Hill,    N.    H.  Fi 

AL  LEWIN  has  pulled  into  town  for  a  Idur 
stay. 

ARTHUR  FREED  is  in  from  Hollywood. 

DAVID  HERSH,  president  of  Ideal  Factorin 
Corp.,   has   arrived   from  the   Coast. 

VAUGHN  MONROE  has  arrived  on  the  Coas 
for   film    work. 

•E.  Z.  WALTERS,  comptroller  of  Altec  Service 
has  returned  to  New  York  from  a  month's  sra< 
on   the  Coast. 

MARY  PICKFORD  has  accepted  an  invitafioi 
to  be  guest  of  honor  at  the  dedication  of  Gailo 
Hall   in   Memphis,  Tenn.,   on   May  13. 

N.  D.  OLSON,  export  manager  for  the  DeVrj 
Corp.,  is  in  New  York  City  on  business  anc 
will  visit  Washington  before  returning  to  the 
Chicago   headquarters. 

IRVINC  STARR  has  arrived  from  the  Coast. 
—Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

"Prelude  to  War"  To  Play 
Larger  Cities  First — Fabian 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Frank  Capra's  Army  pic,  "Prelude 
to  War,"  the  move  being  designed 
to  accomplish  nation-wide  exhibition 
with  the  limited  number  of  prints- 
only  150 — available,  it  was  said  Fri- 
day by  Si  Fabian,  chairman  of  the 
WAC  theaters  division.  In  New 
York,  following  its  Strand  premiere 
pic  will  go  into  the  Abbey  for  an 
extended  run.  National  release  is 
May  27.  There  is  no  rental  charge 
and  all  clearances  are  waived.  Smal- 
ler spots  and  second-runs  will  get 
prints  as  early  as  feasible,  Fabian 
assured. 

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

Robert  T.  Haines  Dead 

Robert  T.  Haines,  75,  legitimate 
actor,  director,  writer  and  producer, 
is  dead.  He  was  identified  with  the 
stage  for  40  years. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


■DICK  PERRY,  salesman,  Universal  exchange,  Buf- 
falo,   covering   Syracuse   area. 

GEORGE    ROSENBAUM,    salesman,    Universal    ex- 
change,  Cleveland,   transferred   from  Buffalo  u 
exchange,    covering   Syracuse    area. 

JOHN  WILHELM,  assistant  shipper,  20th  Century-    | 

Fox     exchange,      Buffalo,     succeeding     Jim 

Wiles,    resigned. 
LESLIE    WALRATH,    manager,    Uptown    Theater, 

Chicago. 
L.    EASTMAN,    manager,    Varsity,    Chicago. 
SAM     CLARK,     public     relations     representative, 

Mary   Pickford,   Hollywood. 

INTO  WAR  WORK 

FRED     DONOHUE,     manager,     Regent,    Syracuse. 

VINCENT  BUCKLEY,  E.  M.  Loew  accounting 
department,    Boston. 

BRUNO  WEINGARTEN,  manager,  Olympia,  Wor- 
cester,   Mass. 

JOHN    NUNES,    Park   Theater,    Taunton,    Mass. 

JAMES  WALKER,  Capitol  Theater,  Richmond, 
Va. 
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SIMONE  SIMON 
DENNIS  O'KEEFE 

with  MICHAEL  WHALEN  •  LIONEL  STANDER 
WALLY  VERNON  •  TOMMYE  ADAMS 

JOHN  H.AUER  — Director 

Screen  play  by  Lawrence  Kimble  •  Frederick  Kohner«H.  W.  Hanemann 
Original  Story  by  Frederick  Kohner 
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"The  Ox-Bow  Incident" 

with    Henry    Fonda,    Dana    Andrews 
20th-Fox  75  Mins. 

HIGH-CLASS  WESTERN  IS  PLEA 
AGAINST  LYNCH  LAW;  ACTING  FINE; 
DANA  ANDREWS  SCORES. 

"The  Ox-Bow  Incident,"  derived  from 
the  novel  of  Walter  Van  Tilburg  Clark,  is 
essentially  a  western  but  one  of  superior 
mold.  What  sets  it  apart  from  the  or- 
dinary western  is  the  stress  placed  on 
production  details,  story  treatment  and 
acting. 

The  picture  is  stark  entertainment.  Since 
it  deals  with  a  lynching  theme  that  is 
hardly  unexpected.  The  subject  is  one 
likely  to  create  a  feeling  of  depression, 
although  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that 
the  picture  is  a  minor  masterpiece  of  its 
kind.  Another  fault  of  the  film  is  that 
it  takes  its  time  getting  under  way. 

The  story  has  been  stripped  down  to  the 
bone,  having  been  worked  out  with  a  sim- 
plicity and  a  directness  certain  to  leave  a 
strong  impression.  Acting,  direction  and 
photography  are  all  in  the  mood  of  the 
story,  which  in  effect  is  a  denunciation  of 
lynch  law. 

The  film  puts  over  its  point  by  showing 
what  can  happen  when  men  take  the  law 
in  their  own  hands.  The  yarn,  laid  in 
Nevada  in  1885,  deals  with  three  lynch- 
ings,  not  one.  The  victims  are  a  trio  un- 
justly accused  of  murdering  a  rancher  and 
rustling  his  cattle.  A  mock  trial  is  held 
by  the  lynch  mob  before  the  men  are 
hanged.  It  develops  later  that  the  rancher 
isn't  dead  at  all.  He  was  only  wounded — ■ 
and  not  by  the  suspected  trio. 

Henry  Fonda  leads  the  cast  as  a  cowhand 
who  tries  to  save  the  three  innocent  men. 
Although  he  goes  along  with  the  mob,  he 
does  so  in  the  hope  of  seeing  justice  done. 
Others  who  attempt  to  prevent  the  mis- 
carriage of  justice  are  William  Eythe,  Henry 
Morgan,  Matt  Briggs,  Harry  Davenport.  The 
victims  of  the  lynchers  are  Dana  Andrews, 
Francis  Ford,  Anthony  Quinn.  The  leaders 
of  the  mob  are  Jane  Darwell,  Frank  Con- 
roy,  Marc  Lawrence,  Paul  Hurst.  The 
acting  is  aces.  Andrews  presses  Fonda  hard 
for  top  honors,  giving  a  moving  portrayal 
of  a  man  pleading  for  his  life.  Mary  Beth 
Hughes  appears  briefly  as  a  girl  who  throws 
over  Fonda  for  another  man. 

William  A.  Wellman  has  supplied  tense 
direction.  Lamar  Trotti  functioned  as  pro- 
ducer and  screen  playwright.  He  did  well 
in  both  capacities.  The  outstanding  pho- 
tography is  credited  to  Arthur  Miller. 

CAST:  Henry  Fonda,  Dana  Andrews, 
Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Anthony  Quinn,  Wil- 
liam Eythe,  Henry  Morgan,  Jane  Darwell, 
Matt  Briggs,  Harry  Davenport,  Frank  Con- 
roy,  Marc  Lawrence,  Paul  Hurst,  Victor 
Kilian,  Chris-Pin  Martin,  Ted  North, 
George  Meeker,  Almira  Sessions,  Margaret 
Hamilton,  Dick  Rich,  Francis  Ford,  Stanley 
Andrews,  Billy  Benedict,  Rondo  Hattori,  Paul 
Burns,  Leigh  Whipper,  George  Chandler, 
George    Lloyd. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lamar  Trotti;  Direc- 
tor, William  A.  Wellman;  Screenplay,  La- 
mar Trotti;  Based  on  novel  by  Walter  Van 
Tilburg  Clark;  Cameraman,  Arthur  Miller; 
Art  Directors,  Richard  Day,  James  Basevi; 
Film  Editor,  Allen   McNeil. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Swell. 


"Squadron  Leader  X" 

with  Eric  Portman,  Ann  Dvorak 
RKO  99  Mins. 

WAR  MELODRAMA  WITH  DIFFERENT 
TWIST  IS  ENGROSSING  FILM;  ACTING, 
DIRECTION,  PRODUCTION  VALUES 
FINE. 

A  lot  is  to  be  said  in  favor  of  this  war 
melodrama  out  of  England.  The  treatment 
is  excellent,  the  acting  of  a  high  order,  and 
the  direction  first-class,  with  production 
values  impressive.  Not  Hie  least  of  the 
film's  merits  is  that  it  possesses  a  number 
of  new  twists  that  make  the  offering  dif- 
ferent from  the  usual  run  of  pictures  based 
on  the  war. 

Irony  is  an  important  factor  in  the  story, 
a  story  told  with  great  excitement,  gripping 
suspense  and  a  high  sense  of  drama.  The 
chief  characters  are  played  by  Eric  Port- 
man  and  Ann  Dvorak.  Portman  is  a  Ger- 
man ace  who,  impersonating  a  captured 
British  flyer,  is  dropped  over  Belgium  to 
spread  propaganda  that  it  is  the  English 
and  not  the  Nazis  who  are  bombing  non- 
military  objectives.  The  trick  falls  through 
when  the  Belgians  fail  to  react  as  expected. 
Believing  Portman  is  really  what  he  repre- 
sents himself  to  be,  they  see  that  he  gets 
safely  to  England.  The  German,  who 
studied  in  England,  is  in  no  position  to  ob- 
ject. When  things  start  getting  hot,  he 
forces  Miss  Dvorak,  a  girl  of  German  des- 
cent formerly  in  love  with  him,  to  help 
him  on  threat  of  blackmail.  The  girl,  now 
married  to  an  RAF  medical  officer,  finally 
finds  a  way  of  bringing  about  his  arrest. 
Portman  escapes  in  a  Spitfire  but  is  sent 
to  his  death  by  a  squadron  of  his  own 
flyers  who  have  no  way  of  knowing  it  is 
he  in  the  British  plane.  It  is  a  tense 
climax — tremendously  realistic. 

No  little  credit  must  be  given  to  Pro- 
ducer Victor  Hanbury  for  the  fine  quality 
of  the  production,  which  was  directed  by 
Lance  Comfort  in  superlative  fashion.  Wolf- 
gang Wilhelm  did  a  fine  job  with  the 
screenplay,  which  is  based  on  a  story  by 
Emeric  Pressburger.  Mutz  Greenbaum's 
photography  is  a  definite  asset.  The 
musical  accompaniment  is  provided  by  the 
London    Symphony    Orchestra. 

Little  criticism  can  be  found  with  the 
acting.  Portman  is  most  convincing  as  the 
German  ace.  Miss  Dvorak's  work  is  marked 
by  great  earnestness.  Good  as  these  two 
are,  perhaps  the  most  effective  performance 
is  that  of  Martin  Miller  as  a  British  resi- 
dent who  once  worked  for  the  Gestapo 
against  his  will.  Miller's  performance  is 
startling  in  its  uncanny  accuracy.  Other 
fine  performances  are  contributed  by  Barry 
Jones,  Walter  Fitzgerald  and  Beatrice 
Varley. 

CAST:  Ann  Dvorak,  Eric  Portman,  Mar- 
tin Miller,  Walter  Fitzgerald,  Barry  Jones, 
Beatrice  Varley,  Henry  Oscar. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Victor  Hanbury;  Di- 
rector, Lance  Comfort;  Screenplay,  Wolf- 
gang Wilhelm;  Based  on  story  by  Emeric 
Pressburger;  Cameraman,  Mutz  Greenbaum; 
Art  Director,  W.  C.  Andrews;  Film  Editor, 
Michael  C.  Chorlton;  Special  Effects,  Harry 
Miller,    Musical    Score,   William    Alwyn. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

A.  R.  O.  McCulloch  Dead 

Gait,  Ont.— A.  R.  0.  McCulloch, 
prominent  Gait  industrialist,  a  direc- 
tor of  Gait  Theater  Co,  died  here 
Wednesday 


"Swing  Shift  Maisie" 

with  Ann  Sothern,  James  Craig 
M-G-M  87   Mins. 

MAISIE  IS  BROUGHT  UP  TO  DATE  IN 
LATEST  OF  THE  SERIES,  WHICH  CON- 
TAINS  PLENTY   OF    POPULAR   STUFF. 

This  film  brings  the  Maisie  series  right 
up  to  the  minute.  It  puts  our  heroine  in  a 
defense  job  along  with  so  many  others  of 
her  sisters.  The  result  is  a  production  that 
is  timely  as  well  as  vastly  amusing,  even 
though  much  of  the  material  is  far  from 
fresh.  Authors  and  director  have  given 
Ann  Sothern  plenty  of  opportunity  to  strut 
her  stuff  in  a  new  setting  (for  her). 

In  her  newest  adventure  Maisie  swings 
it  in  a  swing  shift  in  an  airplane  factory. 
Her  ingenuousness  and  feminine  allure  get 
her  involved  in  a  lot  of  diverting  situations. 
This  time  her  problem  is  Jean  Rogers,  a 
conniver  down  on  her  luck.  Maisie,  that 
soft-hearted  dope,  takes  the  girl  in  and 
treats  her  like  a  sister.  The  gal  repays 
her  by  appropriating  the  affections  of 
James  Craig,  the  plant's  ace  test  pilot,  to 
whom  Maisie  has  lost  her  heart.  It  was 
Craig  who  got  Maisie,  a  former  nightclub 
entertainer,  the  job  in  the  airplane  factory. 
When  Miss  Sothern  makes  it  tough  for 
Miss  Rogers,  the  latter  gets  even  by  dis- 
closing to  plant  officials  that  her  rival  got 
he.-  job  by  having  a  friend  falsely  swear  as 
to  the  facts  of  her  birth.  (It  seems  Maisie 
had  no  birth  certificate).  At  the  close  of 
the  film  Craig,  fully  wise  to  Miss  Rogers, 
has  renewed  his  romantic  entente  with  Miss 
Sothern. 

Craig  and  the  Misses  Sothern  and  Rogers 
discharge  their  assignments  well.  Giving 
them  good  backing  are  Connie  Gilchrist, 
John  Qualen,  Kay  Medford  and  one  or  two 
others.  The  Wiere  Brothers  make  a  brief 
but  telling  appearance  in  a  comedy  se- 
quence. 

The  film,  produced  by  George  Haight, 
has  the  benefit  of  snappy  direction  by  Nor- 
man Z.  McLeod.  Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr.,  and 
Robert  Halff  devised  the  screenplay  with 
a   light  touch   throughout. 

CAST:  Ann  Sothern,  James  Craig,  Jean 
Rogers,  Connie  Gilchrist,  John  Qualen,  Kay 
Medford,  Wiere  Brothers,  Jacqueline  White, 
Betty  Jaynes,  Fred  Brady,  Marta  Linden, 
Celia  Travers. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  George  Haight;  Di- 
rector, Norman  Z.  McLeod;  Screenplay, 
Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr.,  Robert  Halff;  Based 
on  characters  created  by  Wilson  Collinson; 
Cameraman,  Harry  Stradling;  Musical  Score, 
Lcnnie  Hayton;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Film  Editor,  Elmo  Veron. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"This  Land  is  Mine' 
In  50-City  Premiere 


Cincinnati— RKO's  "This  Land  Is 
Mine,"  was  given  a  spectacular  50- 
city  simultaneous  world  premiere  in 
this  area  last  Friday  that  was  said 
to  have  been  the  biggest  opening 
here  since  "Hitler's  Children"  last 
January. 

Sponsored  by  radio  station  WLW,  and 
with  unprecedented  newspaper  support,  the 
festivities  centered  around  the  Albee  Theater 
where  long  queues  formed  from  early  morn- 
ing until  the  last  show.  Final  count  indicated 
that  this  was  the  biggest  single  day's  busi- 
ness in  the  theater's  history. 


"Captive  Wild 
Woman" 

with  John  Carradine,   Evelyn  Ankers 
Universal  61    Mir 

THIS  ONE  SHOULD  SATISFY  THE  HO 
ROR  ADDICTS  PLENTY;  SCRIPT  H 
LOT  OF  ACTION.  V,    ' 

"Captive  Wild  Woman"  should  ma 
horror  fans  gurgle  in  sheer  ecstasy.  T 
production,  turned  out  by  Ben  Pivar,  oug 
to  prove  a  strong  attraction  where  films 
its  ilk  are  appreciated.  The  development 
the  story  gives  shocker  addicts  opportuni 
after  opportunity  to  scream.  The  ki 
especially  will  respond  generously  to  tl 
thriller.  To  guarantee  the  picture's  hold 
them  the  authors  have  judiciously  laid  mu 
of  their  story  against  a  circus  backgrour 
The  circus  atmosphere  heightens  the  e 
citement.  The  youngsters  will  sit  on  t 
edges  of  their  seats  as  Clyde  Beatty,  dou 
ling  for  Milburn  Stone,  who  plays  an  anirr 
trainer  in  love  with  Evelyn  Ankers,  puts  on 
rousing  act  with  lions  and  tigers. 

The  villain  of  the  piece  is  John  Carr 
dine,  a  scientist  probing  into  the  myste 
of  glands.  He  steals  a  female  gorilla  frc 
the  circus  and  transforms  it  into  an  allu 
ing  girl  by  injecting  into  it  glandular  e 
tractions  taken  from  Miss  Ankers'  sist 
(Martha  MacVicar),  one  of  his  patien 
The  doctor's  creation  (Acquanetta)  is  e 
gaged  by  the  circus  because  of  the  peculi 
control  she  has  over  animals.  The  g 
develops  a  silent  attachment  for  Stor 
the  trainer.  Emotional  shock  induced 
her  jealous  reaction  to  the  sight  of  Sto 
embracing  Miss  Ankers  turns  Acquanel 
back  into  the  gorilla.  When  Carradine  tri 
to  use  Miss  Ankers  as  a  human  guinea  f 
to  advance  his  experiments  the  gori 
comes  to  her  rescue,  killing  the  villain.  T 
gorilla  returns  to  the  circus  and  is  kill 
through  a   misunderstanding. 

The  acting  is  suited  to  a  film  of  tl 
nature.  Carradine  makes  an  extremely  si 
ister  villain.  Miss  Ankers  and  Acquanet 
contribute  considerable  eye  appeal. 

Plenty  of  action  is  generated  by  the  dire 
tion  of   Edward    Dmytryk.     The   screenpl 
of  Henry  Sucher  and  Griffin  Jay,  based 
a  yarn   by  Ted   Fithian  and   Maurice   Piv; 
is  an  excellent  job  of  its  kind. 

CAST:  Evelyn  Ankers,  Acquanetta,  Jol 
Carradine,  Martha  MacVicar,  Milburn  Stor 
Lloyd  Corrigan,  Vince  Barnett,  Fay  Helm. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Ben  Piv< 
Director,  Edward  Dmytryk;  Screenpl. 
Henry  Sucher,  Griffin  Jay;  Based  on  sto 
by  Ted  Fithian,  Maurice  Pivar;  Camerama 
George  Robinson;  Art  Director,  John  Goo 
man;  Film  Editor,  Milton  Carruth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPH} 
Good. 


Kill  Sunday -Matinee  Proposal 

Rochester,  N.  H.— The  City  Coui 
cil   has   rejected   by  an   8-6  vote 
proposal  for  Sunday  afternoon  fil 
shows  on  the  basis  of  a  poll  by  loci 
newspapers  in  which  less  than  3( 
ballots  were  cast.     City  has  a  p< 
ulation    of    11,000.       The    que: 
however,  automatically  comes  up 
a  referendum  at  the  city  election 
the  Fall  and  is  expected  to  recen 
approval   by  a  huge  margin.     D 
cision   will   require   no   further  a< 
tion  to  be  put  into  effect 
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MDRE  THAN 


THE  EYE... 


•  The  substance  from  which  power  and 
strength  derive  often  is  stored  beneath  the 
surface.  Thus  underlying  factors  must  be 
measured  to  gauge  the  actual  size  and 
scope  of  many  objects  of  nature  and  the 
business  world,  too. 

•  In  advertising  the  true  measure  of  a 
medium  is  obtained  by  weighing  elements 
behind  the  circulation  figures.  Circulation 
figures  do  not  give  an  index  of  subscrip- 
tion selling  methods,  nor  the  every-issue 
usableness  of  a  trade  magazine's  editorial 
content.  Nor  are  they  the  measure  of  a 
magazine's  Readership.  Yet  Readership  fig- 
ures are  more  important  than  circulation 
figures  exactly  two  hundred  and  ihirly 
per  cent  more  important  according  to 
documentary  evidence  of  Showmen's 
Trade    Review    Theatre    Readership. 
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Exhib.  Bodies'  Decree 
Changes  Are  Similar 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lar   in   nature   and    content,    it  was 
said. 

Kuykendall  said  that  the  principal 
difference  between  the  two  organi- 
zation's recommendations  was  the 
approach,  but  he  did  not  amplify 
his  statement  beyond  that  point.  He 
said  that  the  MPTOA's  proposals 
were  sent  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice with  the  Department's  request 
that  the  brief  be  kept  in  strict  con- 
fidence and  for  that  reason  he  could 
not  make  a  point  by  point  compari- 
son of  the  two  association's  docu- 
ments. 

It  was  indicated  in  MPTOA  cir- 
cles that  the  organization  was  not 
opposed  to  divorcement,  but  the  feel- 
ing was  that  the  separation  of  the- 
aters from  the  distributors  would 
not  be  the  solution  to  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors'  problems. 

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

ITOA  Seeks  Walker 
To  Ad  on  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

mer  mayor  of  New  York  would  be 
sought  because  the  association  was 
aroused  over  the  "continued  increas- 
ing demand  for  higher  rentals  asked 
by  distributors"  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan area. 

The  ITOA  declared  that  there  had 
been  frequent  rumors  to  the  effect 
that  Walker  was  to  return  to  the 
motion  picture  field,  adding  that 
"this  is  the  first  definite  statement 
to  be  made  along  these  lines."  Be- 
fore becoming  mayor  of  New  York, 
Walker  was  counsel  for  the  MPTOA 
and  attorney  for  the  Theater  Own- 
ers Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York. 

Whether  Walker  was  considering 
the  ITOA  offer  could  not  be  learned 
at  the  week-end. 

— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?— 

George  O.  Phillip  Dead 

Kitchener,  Ont. — George  0.  (Pop) 
Phillip,  former  owner  of  a  string  of 
Western  Ontario  cinemas  and  once 
closely  associated  with  Ambrose  J. 
Small,  died  here. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Helen  La  Grande,  daughter  of 
Frank  La  Grande,  executive  at  the 
Paramount  Long  Island  laboratory, 
and  A.  C.  John  Wilwood  Zimmer- 
man, Army  Air  Forces,  were  mar- 
ried Saturday. 

Pvt.  William  J.  Kupper,  Jr.,  of  the 
109th  Infantry,  stationed  at  Camp 
Blanding,  Fla.,  and  son  of  Tom  Con- 
nors' executive  assistant,  wed  Jane 
Orr,  of  Jackson  Heights,  at  the  Lit- 
tle Church  Rround  the  Corner  Fri- 
day afternoon. 


Add  iSWe-Told-You-So-First"  Department 

From  Along  the  Rialto  in  THE  FILM  DAILY  of  April  15: 
"With  a  bow  in  the  general  direction  of  past  Warner  coincidences,  there 
are  those  who  are  willing  to  bet  that  release  of  'Mission  to  Moscow'  will  be 
the  signal  for  either  (1)  the  announcement  that  ex-Envoy  Davies  is  returning 
there  or  (2)  the  disclosure  that  F.D.R.,  Churchill  and  Stalin  have  huddled.  .  .  . 
P  S  Charlie   Einfeld   is   now  in  Washington" 

From  the  N.  Y.  World-Telegram  of  Friday: 
"By  the  United  Press. 

"WASHINGTON,  May  7 — President  Roosevelt  announced  officially  today 
that  former  Ambassador  Joseph  E.  Davies  is  going  to  Moscow  with  a  special 
message  from  the  Chief  Executive  to  Premier  Stalin  of  the  Soviet  Union." 


Midnight  Pix  Shows 
Click  in  Baltimore 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

within  the  past  three  weeks,  said 
yesterday  they  were  surprised  with 
the  size  of  the  audiences  and,  better 
still,  delighted  at  the  way  they  be- 
haved. 

The  trial  midnight  shows  were 
started  primarily  because  war  work- 
ers asked  for  them.  Workers  who 
usually  leave  work  around  midnight 
complained  they  had  few  places  to 
go  for  light  or  innocent  amusement. 

Baltimore  operators  were  slightly 
skeptical.  They  recalled  that  mid- 
night shows  had  been  tried  before 
with  little  success.  Audiences  usual- 
ly were  small  and,  using  the  words 
of  one  manager,  "they  came  full  of 
liquor  and  noise  and  whoopee."  Af- 
ter a  storm  of  such  catcalls  they 
usually  subsided  into  a  symphony  of 
snores  and  snoozes. 

Disregarding  previous  experience, 
several  operators  decided  to  venture 
again  into  the  field  of  early  morning 
shows.  Since  April  1,  shows  have 
been  run  on  more  than  a  dozen  sep- 
arate nights  with  four  downtown 
houses  participating. 

The  managers  agree  that  so  far, 
experiments  have  been  a  success  and 
in  most  cases  capacity  crowds  have 
attended.  Audiences  have  been 
largely  made  up  of  war  workers. 

Rodney  Collier,  manager  of  War- 
ner Bros.  Stanley,  said:  "Practically 
all  the  movie  folks  who  arrive  after 
midnight  are  war  workers  and  they 
come  in  their  regular  working 
clothes.  Around  two  o'clock  a  good 
many  night  club  entertainers  come 
along." 

J.  Lawrence  Schanberger,  owner 
of  Keith's  said  he  plans  to  continue 
the  midnight  shows.  Ted  Routson, 
manager  at  the  Hippodrome,  and 
William  K.  Saxton,  city  manager 
for  Loew's,  said  their  shows  have 
been  well  attended  and  that  they 
plan  to  continue  presenting  them. 
— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

Jack  Murray  Joins  Donahue  &  Coe 

Donahue  &  Coe,  Inc.,  announces 
the  addition  of  Jack  W.  Murray  to 
its  contact  and  service  staff.  Mur- 
ray was  formerly  art  director  and 
account  executive  with  Robert  E. 
Clarke  and  Associates,  Miami  ad- 
vertising agency;  and  prior  to  that 
was  connected  with  the  theater  de- 
partment of  Paramount  Pictures  in 
New  York,  Los  Angeles,  Minneap- 
olis and  Miami. 


Agreement  Near  on 
Government  Shorts 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

shortly  on  the  number  of  Govern- 
ment shorts  that  will  be  offered  to 
theaters  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  will  be  paid  for.  This  was 
stated  by  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  prior  to  his  departure 
from  the  board  meeting  in  New 
York  last  week. 

Kuykendall  also  said  that  inde- 
pendent members  could  be  assured  of 
equitable  action  by  the  newly- 
formed  "price  and  product  commit- 
tee" which  will  act  as  a  fair  trade 
practice  group.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  committee  was  made  up  en- 
tirely of  independent  exhibitors, 
adding  that  circuit  operators  were 
in  a  position  "to  act  for  themselves." 
— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

Trade  Leaders  on  Program 
Of  Ohio  ITO's  Convention 


Columbus,  O. — Discussion  of  war- 
time problems  and  addresses  by 
prominent  industry  personalities  are 
slated  to  highlight  the  convention  of 
the  ITO  of  Ohio  which  will  be  held 
here  tomorrow  and  Wednesday  at 
the   Deshler-Wallick   Hotel. 

Among  the  speakers  will  be  W.  F. 
Rodgers,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager  of  M-G-M;  S.  H.  Fab- 
ian, chairman  of  the  theaters  di- 
vision of  the  WAC;  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  president  of  National  Screen 
Service;  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of 
exhibitor  relations  for  M-G-M;  Dave 
Palfreyman  of  the  MPPDA;  A.  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel  of  Allied, 
and  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  national  Al- 
lied president. 

Bob  O'Donnell,  national  chief  bar- 
ker of  the  Variety  Clubs,  will  dis- 
cuss the  amusement  industry's  part 
in  the  present  emergency. 

Film  rentals,  admission  prices,  the 
manpower  situation,  post-war  plan- 
ning are  among  the  topics  to  be 
brought  before  the  convention.  Cli- 
maxing tomorrow's  activities  will  be 
the  convention  banquet  at  which 
Martin  G.  Smith,  unit  president,  will 
be  toastmaster  and  Governor  Bricker 
will  be  the  principal  speaker.  Con- 
vention will  adjourn  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon with  the  election  of  officers 
and   directors. 


TO  THE  COLORS 


*  DECORATED  * 

WILLIAM     PUCHALSKI,     USA,     former    assi< 
manager,  Calvin  Theater,   Northampton,   M; 
posthumous    award    of    the    Order    of 
Purple    Heart.       He    died    on    Guadalcan; 

—  •  — 

*  COMMISSIONED  *_ 

A/C    CHARLES   TOMASINO,    Air   Corps.Ai 

Michael   Tomasino,   White   Way  and'^/' 

Theaters,      New      Haven,      commissioned 

second    lieutenant. 
DAVID  W.   KEEN,   USA,   manager   Phelps,   N. 

commissioned    a    second     lieutenant. 
PAUL   F.   WOODS,   formerly  projectionist,   Loe 

Poli,     Worcester,      Mass.,     commissioned  j 

second    lieutenant. 
ADOLPH    V.    LESAIUS,    formerly    manager, 

Head   Theater,    Scranton,    Pa.,    commissi-. 

a   lieutenant. 

-•- 

*  PROMOTED  * 

LT.   JACK  SMITH,  Air  Corps,   son  of   Ed   Sm 

Paramount  city  manager,  Springfield,   M; 

to   captain. 
LOUIS  MELLOW,  former  stage  manager,  Capi 

Middletown,    Conn.,    to    top    sergeant. 
GEORGE   J.    MILLER,   Air  Corps,   formerly   Ki 

ston    Theater,     Kingston,    Pa.,    to    serge,  i 
SIDNEY    ZIFF,    USA,    former    assistant    mana 

Loew's   Poli,   Springfield,   Mass.,   to  corp< 

*  ARMY  * 

MARVIN  BAKER,   N.  Y.  Film  Board  of  Trade. 
CARL    LANUTI,    Capitol    Theater,    Binghamp 
DANNY  GREEN,   projectionist,   Strand,   Plainv 
Conn. 


—Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK?- 


UTl 


Ticket  Hoarding," 
Canadian  Problem 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

no  concerted  action  was  taken,  c 
house  has  posted  notice  that  ticki 
must  be  used  immediately.  Oth< 
are  expected  to  follow  this  examp 
— Did  you  get  your  YEAR  BOOK? — 

SPG  and  Majors  Reopei 
Wage  Discussions  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

companies  and  the  negotiating  co 
mittee  of  the  Screen  Publicists  Gu 
of  New  York.  All  but  two  of  t 
companies  with  which  the  SPG  hoi 
agreements  are  involved.  They  a 
Paramount,  M-G-M,  Loew's,  R* 
Radio,  RKO  Service  Corp.,  Unit 
Artists,  Columbia,  Universal  a 
20th-Fox. 

The  guild  petitioned  for  a  co 
ference  recently  under  a  clause 
its  two-year  pacts  with  the  comp 
nies  permitting  reopening  of  cc 
tracts  on  money  issues  at  the  end 
a  year.    The  year  was  up  on  May 

Pat  Scollard  of  Paramount  a 
Major  Leslie  Thompson  of  RKO  to 
represent  the  employers  at  the  co 
ference.  Jonas  Rosenfield  is  cha 
man  of  the  SPG  negotiating  grot 


STORKS 


West   Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAI- 

Hollywood — It's  a  boy  for  Ros 
lind  Russell,  screen  star,  and  h 
soldier  husband,  Capt.  Freder:' 
Brisson,  former  actors'  agent. 
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VVPB  Urges  Patrons'  Help  in  Preventing  Fires 


L  G.  Smith  Believes 
ublic  Should  be  Told 
ie-Building  Impossible 


Enlistment  of  theater  patrons  to 
ilp  prevent  theater  fires  is  being 
•ged  by  A.  G.  Smith,  chief  of  the 
nusement  section  of  the  WPB. 
nith  believes  that  patrons  should 
j  made  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
ieir  motion  picture  theaters  must 
!  made  to  last  for  the  duration  and 
iat  their  co-operation  should  be  en- 
?ted  to   assist  the  theater   owners 

preventing  theater  fires. 

Smith  reports  that  the  amusements 

{Continued  an  Page  5) 


ioefz  Stays  at  20-Fox 
ill  Zanuck  Returns 


i: 


William  Goetz  will  continue  as 
ce-president  of  20th  Century-Fox 
itil  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  is  relieved 
'  his  military  duties  and  until  Goetz 
mipletes  the  pictures  in  production 
;  the  time,  according  to  the  notice 
'  the  annual  meeting  of  stockhold- 
•s  scheduled  for  May  18.  Goetz's 
mtract  which  has  until  May  1,  1952, 
run  at  a  weekly  salary  of  $3,500 
as  amended  on  April  19  to  cover 
s  studio  duties  until  Zanuck  re- 
(Continued  on  Page   5) 


KO  Acquires  St.  Paul 
yceum  for  First-Run 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — Operators  of  the 
(KO-Orpheum  here  announced  over 
e  week-end  they  had  completed  a 
ase  on  the  St.  Paul  Lyceum  and 
ill   take  over  the  latter  house   on 

Continued  on   Page  2) 


Three  UA  Releasing 
Deals  Are  Pending 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — It  is  understood  UA  is 
considering  making  releasing  deals 
with  David  L.  Loew  and  Arthur 
*  S.  Lyons;  Leo  Spitz  and  Jack  Skir- 
ball;  and  with  Harry  Joe  Brown  and 
Sig  Schlager  who  plan  to  make 
"Knickerbocker     Holiday." 


Powerful  Dramatic  Presentation  to  Feature 
Big  UJA  Amusement  Division  Luncheon  Today 

Today's  fifth  annual  luncheon  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal's  Amusement 
Division  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  which  will  be  attended  by  hundred  of  New  York's 
important  film  folks,  will  be  highlighted,  in  addition  to  the  feature  speech  of 
Dr.  Abba  Hillel  Silver,  by  a  powerful  dramatic  presentation  of  the  Jewish  fight 
for  survival,  in  which  Joseph  Schildkraut,  Sam  Jaffe,  Alexander  Kirkland,  Arleen 
Whelan  and  Doris  Nolan  will  have  principal  roles.  Radio  announcer  Ben  Grauer 
will   be   the   narrator. 

Also  participants  in  the  elaborate  and  impressive  program  will  be  Conrad 
Thibault,  Al  and  Lee  Reiser,  and  Wilbur  Evans.  Amusement  Division  co-chair- 
men are  David  Bernstein,  Barney  Balaban  and  Albert  Warner.  B.  S.  Moss  is 
luncheon   chairman   and   conceived   the   dramatic   presentation. 


300th  Arbitration 
Complaint  is  Filed 


The  300th  complaint  to  be  filed 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  pres- 
ent arbitration  system  in  February, 
1941,  was  received  yestreday  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association. 
The  complaint  came  from  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  was  the  first  to  be  docketed 
in  that  city  this  year. 

Charging  that  Paramount  has  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Albany  Gives  Texan  Touch 
To  O'Donnell's  Reception 

Albany — Rebel  yells  from  a  dozen 
cowboy-costumed  Variety  crew  mem- 
bers, led  by  Chief  Barker  C.  J. 
Latta,  yesterday  gave  the  true 
Texas  touch  to  Bob  O'Donnell's  visit 
here    in    behalf    of    the   nation-wide 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Court  Gets  Crescent 
Proposal  (or  Decree 


Nashville — George  H.  Armistead, 
Jr.,  chief  counsel  for  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  and  affiliates  at  the 
week-end  submitted  a  form  of  the 
decree  proposed  by  Federal  Judge 
Elmer  D.  Davies,  containing  modifi- 
cations for  which  defendant  coun- 
sel pleaded  in  the  hearing  on  motions 
last  week.  Chief  modifications  sought 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Population  Shift  Woes 
Before  Ohio  ITO  Meet 


Columbus,  O. — Problems  of  Ohio 
exhibitors  in  particular  will  be  taken 
up  today  when  the  ITO  of  Ohio  opens 
its  annual  convention  at  the  Desh- 
ler-Wallick     Hotel.       Assistance     to 

Continued   on   Page  2) 


Old20th-Fox  Post  for  Zanuck 

Studio  Will  Back  More  Stage  Plays --Schenck 


In  Tunis  They  Ask:  "Are 
We  Going  to  See  U.  S.  Pix?# 


One  of  the  first  queries  hurled  by 
the  populace  at  allied  forces  when 
they  captured  Tunis  last  week  was: 
"Are  we  going  to  see  American  films 
now?"  This  was  revealed  by  John 
MacVane,  NBC  overseas  reporter,  in 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


The  1943  FILM  YEAR  BOOK  is  now  being  dis- 
tributed to  all  FILM  iDAILY  Subscribers.^Advt. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— That  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
will  resume  his  old  post  as  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production  at 
the  20th  Century-Fox  studios,  upon 
his  release  from  the  Army,  was  the 
statement  made  here  yesterday  by 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  executive  pro- 
duction head  for  the  company  under 
a  new  seven-year  contract,  upon  his 
return  from  New  York.  Zanuck  will 
function,  however,  under  Schenck  as 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Ample  Films  for  Both  Sin- 
gle Feature  and  Twin  Bill 
Houses  Certain,  Coast  View 


By  RALPH  WH.K 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Despite  raw 
stock  limitations,  casting  dif- 
ficulties and  many  other  war- 
time problems,  observers  believe  the 
drop  in  production  for  the  1943-44 
season,  at  the  most,  will  not  exceed 
15  per  cent  when  compared  with  the 
1942-43  output.  They  also  point  out 
that  there  will  be  ample  product  for 
single  and  double-bill  houses,  espe- 
cially when  the  hold-over  policy,  on 
important   pictures,    is    considered. 

Paramount,   which   made   42   pic- 

(Continued  on  Page  8)  i 


Subpoena  Pic  Execs. 
In  Racketeer  Case 


Chicago — Subpoenas  were  issued 
late  yesterday  by  Federal  Judge  John 
Barnes  for  a  number  of  top  ranking 
films  executives  for  their  appear- 
ance tomorrow  at  the  Chicago  hear- 
ing into   the  extradition   of  Capone 

Continued  on  Page   2) 


Pathe  Lab.-Local  702 
Dispute  to  Mediation 


The  dispute  between  Pathe  Lab- 
oratory and  the  Motion  Picture  Lab- 
oratory Technicians  Union,  Local 
702,  IATSE,  which  has  prevented  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


WB,  20th-Fox  in  Chi. 
Exchange  Shifts 

Chicago — Changes  have  been  made 
here  in  the  personnel  of  two  ex- 
changes. James  Abrose,  Chicago 
sales  manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  has 
been  promoted  to  exchange  man- 
ager in  Cincinnati.  George  Lefko 
succeeds  him  as  Chicago  sales  man- 
ager. Clyde  Echkardt,  20th-Fox  ex- 
change manager  here,  has  been 
transferred  to  a  similar  post  in  Los 
Angeles,  with  Tom  Gilliam  succeed- 
ing  Eckhardt  here. 
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Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco-Aurelio  Galindo.  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico, D.  F. 


FINANCIAL 


(Monday,  May  10) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 16%     I6V2     16%   +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%)  171/2     17         17       —     % 

Columbia    Picts.   pfd 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 3%       3  3  

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd...    19         18         18V8   +      Vs 

East.  Kodak   166       165'/2   166       +     1/2 

do    pfd 183       183       183  

Gen.  Prec.  Eq 22%     22         22       —     Vi 

Loew's,    Inc 573/4     57 1/4     573/4   +     % 

Paramount    275/8     27         27         

RKO    8%       83/s       8i/2   +      i/8 

RKO     $6     pfd 89i/2     883^     89         

20th    Century-Fox     . .    21%     21         21       —     1/2 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  3034     303/8     303/8  — 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 14%     13%     133,4—     1/4 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Para.    B'way    3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  105       1043/i  1043/4  —     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram     Picts.     ..     3%       3Vg       3%      

Radio-Keith  cvs 1 1/2       1%       1  Vi      

Sonotone   Corp 4  3%       3%      

Technicolor     1 3  Vi     13%      13V4      

Trans-Lux     3  3  3         

Universal  Corp.  vtc.      I8I/4     18%     18%—     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st   '57 71  73 Vi 


Pallos  Launches  Omina, 
British  Distributing  Co. 

Steve  Pallos,  formerly  general 
manager  for  Alexander  Korda  here, 
has  opened  his  own  offices  in  War- 
dour  St.,  London's  film  row.  Under 
the  trade  name  of  Omina  Films, 
Ltd.,  Pallos  will  conduct  a  general 
film    distribution    business. 


Chi.  R.  C.  Collection  $265,000 

Chicago — Chicago  Theaters'  total 
Red  Cross  collections  exceeded  $265,- 
000. 


Albany  Gives  Texan  Touch 
To  O'Donnell's  Reception 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

scrap  copper  drive.  The  cowboys 
whooped  O'Donnell  and  Chick  Lewis 
into  town  as  they  disembarked  from 
the  train  and  the  welcome  at  the 
Variety  Canteen  and  later  at  the 
testimonial  luncheon  at  the  Ten  Eyck 
Hotel  maintained  the  spirit  of  enthu- 
siastic showmanship.  John  Harris, 
scheduled  here  with  O'Donnell,  was 
detained  on  the  Coast  and  wired  re- 
grets. 

Mayor  Erastus  Corning  welcomed 
O'Donnell  on  behalf  of  the  City 
and  later  at  the  luncheon  James  A. 
Hagerty,  Governor  Dewey's  ex- 
ecutive assistant,  bespoke  New  York 
States'  official  welcome  for  the  Gov- 
ernor who  was  in  New  York  on  of- 
ficial duties.  Both  Corning  and  Hag- 
erty were  inducted  into  Tent  Nine 
during  the  luncheon. 

Arthur  Mayer,  New  York,  started 
the  verbal  ball  rolling  on  the  scrap 
copper  drive  and  O'Donnell,  review- 
ing his  nation-wide  tour,  explained 
the  necessities  of  the  situation  and 
praised  exhibs.  for  their  splendid 
co-operation.  O'Donnell  also  praised 
IATSE  officials  and  members  for 
their  work  in  the  drive. 

More  than  150  were  on  hand  for 
the  luncheon,  including  Sam  Rosen, 
Fabian  partner;  Louis  Schine,  George 
Lynch,  Lou  Goldstein  and  Gus 
Lampe,  Schine  Circuit;  Sammy  Kaye, 
whose  band  trumpeted  O'Donnell  in- 
to the  Ten  Eyck  Ballroom;  Lou  Gold- 
ing,  local  WAC  chairman  and  his 
Fabian  area  managers;  Albany  and 
Troy  Wai-ner  Circuit  managers; 
Harvey  English,  English  Theaters; 
Hancock  and  a  host  of  other  exhibs. 

Charlie  Smakwitz,  WAC  publicity 
chairman  and  assistant  Warner  zone 
manager,  handled  local  public  rela- 
tions, planting  pictures  in  all  pa- 
pers in  this  community.  Chief  Bar- 
ker C.  J.  Latta  presided  at  the  lun- 
cheon which  also  served  as  the  veh- 
icle for  O'Donnell's  official  visit  to 
Tent  Nine.  Variety  Club  work  here 
in  the  Service  Men's  Canteen  drew 
high  praise  from  the  national  chief 
barker. 


Shirley  Temple's 

First  for  Selznick 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Shirley  Temple's  first 
engagement  under  her  long-term  con- 
tract with  David  O.  Selznick  will  be 
in  "Since  You  Went  Away,"  slated 
to  go  into   production  July   15. 


Subpoena  Pic  Execs. 
In  Racketeer  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

mobsters  to  answer  charges  in  in- 
dictments returnd  against  them  by 
a  Federal  grand  jury  in  New  York. 

Film  personalities  for  whom  sub- 
poenas were  issued  are:  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Marvin 
Schenck,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz, 
David  Bernstein,  Nicholas  Mayrack, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Joseph  H.  Mos- 
kowitz, William  Michel,  Harry  M. 
Warner,  Henry  Herzbrun,  Arthur 
Israel,  Austin  Keough,  Arthur  Mar- 
tin and  John  Wesley  Smith. 

Defense  Attorney  Bradley  Eben, 
representing  five  defendants,  said  the 
film  executives  were  needed  here  to 
help  refute  charges  of  money  extor- 
tion from  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try by  the  defendants.  The  extradi- 
tion hearing  tomorrow  will  be  before 
Commissioner  Edwin  K.  Walker. 


Valcarce  Circuit's  Havana 
House  Signs  for  Metro  Pix 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — M-G-M  and  the  America 
Theater  have  closed  a  deal  whereby 
the  company  will  release  its  pictures 
to  the  Valcarce  Circuit  house,  Harry 
Bryman,  M-G-M  manager,  reports. 
Deal  is  an  aftermath  of  the  recent 
impasse  reached  by  Bryman  and 
Ernesto  P.  Smith,  who  headed  the 
combined  Smith  and  Valcarce  cir- 
cuits. Combo,  was  broken  up  when 
Antonio  Rodriquez,  owner  of  the 
America,  withdrew  his  house  after 
M-G-M  announced  it  would  build  a 
first-run  in  Havana  and  in  the  mean- 
time would  offer  its  product  to  all 
theaters. 

Initial  program  was  "Somewhere 
I'll  Find  You,"  which  opened  yester- 
day. Premiere  of  "Mrs.  Miniver" 
will  be  on  May  24  with  proceeds 
given  over  to  the  Cuban-American 
Allied  Relief  Fund  and  the  Cuban 
Foundation  of  the  Good  Neighbor. 


RKO  Acquires  St.  Paul 
Lyceum  for  First-Run 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jan.  1,  next.  The  company's  present 
Orpheum  lease  expires  Dec.  31,  and 
the  deal  just  consummated  will  as- 
sure RKO  of  a  first-run  house  in 
the   St.  Paul  Loop. 

The  Lyceum  is  a  1,600-seater  now 
playing  subsequent-runs  and  double 
features.  It  recently  was  completely 
overhauled  and  redecorated.  Walter 
Benz  and  associates  operate  the 
house.  The  RKO-Orpheum  is  the 
property  of  George  Benz  Co. 

The  deal  will  practically  eliminate 
the  RKO-Orpheum  as  a  first-run 
house  because  present  operators  held 
franchises  with  Columbia,  Universal, 
First  National  and  RKO,  while  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.,  uses  M-G-M, 
20th-Fox,  Paramount,  United  Artists 
and  Warner  product,  leaving-  practi- 
cally nothing  for  any  operator  who 
might  seek  to  continue  the  Orpheum 
as  a  first-run  house  after  next  Jan.  1. 


JACK  L.  WARNER  arrived  yesterday  f 
the   Coast. 

ARTHUR    FREED,    EVERETT    RISKIN    and 
LEWIN,    all    M-G-M    producers,    have    retur 
to    the    Coast. 

MERLE  OBERON  has  ended  her  New  1 
visit. 

'BEN     KALMENSON,     accompanied     b:f*V 
LAPIDUS,    got    back    yesterday    from    if% 
Pittsburgh,    Cleveland    and    Cincinnati.    ',ne 

ALFRED  DE  LIAGRE,  JR.,  will  go  to  Ho 
wood    in    June. 

PAUL  SMALL  has  arrived  in  town. 

MICHAEL    O'SHEA    goes    to    Hartford    to 

tor    the    premiere    there    tomorrow    of    "Lady 
Burlesque,"   in   which   the   player  appears. 

AL  LICHTMAN  has  arrived  from  the  Coast  J 

JAMES  K.  McGUINESS,  M-C-M  producer 
here    from    Hollywood. 

NtNr\.yA^ER'  wh0  mak«  her  screen  b, 
in    M-C-M  s    "Best    Foot    Forward,"    is    visit 
from    the    Coast. 

MAJ.  RAYMOND  MASSEY  is  due  in  tc 
this  week  to  participate  in  the  "I  Am  an  Am 
ican   Day     celebration  on  Sunday. 

NANCY    CATES   is   here   on   a   visit   from 

t-oasr. 

CAPT.  WAYNE  KING  is  in  New  York. 
ALAN  CORELLI  has  gone  to  the  Coast. 
LOUIS    RABINOWITZ,    seaman    second    cl, 

o°nrTrL°f^f   L-UXe   Laborat<"y,    is   in  the 
on     leave     following    completion     of    his     ba 
training  at  the  Naval  Training  Station  at  San 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  arrived  on  the  Co 
yesterday  to  assume  his  duties  as  executive  p 
duction  head  of  20th-Fox  under  his  new  c» 
year  pact   with   the  company 


Majestic,  Madison,  Wis., 
Purchased  by  Warners 

Madison,  Wis.  —  Warners,  which 
operates  the  Capitol  here,  has  pur- 
chased the  Majestic  from  Arthur  P. 
Desormeaux  and  will  continue  to 
operate  under  its  present  policy  of 
first  and  subsequent-run  double- 
feature  films.  There  will  be  no 
change  in  personnel. 

Movielab  Gets  Gov't  Work 

Movielab  Film  Laboratories,  head- 
ed by  Saul  Jeffee,  has  received  a 
contract  and  is  turning  out  special 
work  for  the  Government. 


Population  Shift  Woes 
Before  Ohio  ITO  Meet 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

those    theaters   that  have   been  a 
versely  affected  by  population  shif 
wih    be    given    special    attention 
the   sessions. 

Martin  G.  Smith,  unit  president 
expected  to  pledge  the  continued  c 
operation    of    Ohio    theaters    to   t 
war  effort  when  he  opens  the  co 
vention  this  morning. 

A  screening  of  Paramount's  "Fi 
Graves  to  Cairo"  at  the  Ohio  Th 
ater  is  scheduled  for  tonight.  RE 
has  a  six-foot  cut-out  of  Joe  Carioc 
the  parrot  of  "Saludos  Amigos" 
the  entrance  to  the  convention  roo 
to  greet  the  delegates. 


Exhibitors  to  Play  Host 
To  Schnitzer,  Lefkowitz 


Plans  have  been  completed  for 
dinner  in  honor  of  Edward  Schnitz 
and  Sam  Lefkowitz,  recently  pr 
moted  by  United  Artists.  Event 
being  sponsored  by  the  pair's  exhit 
tor  friends  in  the  Metropolitan  an 
and  will  be  held  at  the  Waldorf-A 
toria  next  Friday.  Louis  Bran 
heads  the  committee  composed 
Eugene  Picker,  Harry  Brandt,  Fr< 
Schwartz,  Max  Fellerman,  Don  J 
cocks  and  Charles  Moses.  Schnitz< 
was  named  UA  Western  divisi> 
manager  and  Lefkowitz,  former  Ne 
York  branch  manager,  will  succe 
Schnitzer  as  district  manager. 


>o 
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»UY  MORE   WAR   BONDsT 


ERROLFLYNN- ANN  SHERIDAN 
"EDGE  OF  DARKNESS" 

WALTER  HUSTON  •  NANCY  COLEMAN 

JUDITH   ANDERSON  .  RUTH   GORDON 
Directed  by  LEWIS  MILESTONE  •  Screen   Play  by     ^ 
Robert  Rossen  •  Based  en  Vr.a  Novel  by  William  Woods 
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Columbia  Chi.  Meet 
Calls  80  Delegates 

Chicago — With  more  than  80  dele- 
gates from  the  home  office  and  the 
sales  staffs  of  15  exchanges  in  at- 
tendance, Columbia  will  open  a 
three-day  sales  meeting  at  the  Drake 
Hotel  this  morning.  Delegates  will 
be  greeted  by  Jack  Cohn,  executive 
vice-president,  who  will  then  turn 
over  the  meetings  to  A.  Montague, 
general   sales   manager. 

In  addition  to  Cohn  and  Montague, 
the  home  office  contingent  includes 
Rube  Jackter,  Lou  Weinberg,  Louis 
Astor,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Leo  Jaffe, 
Maurice  Grad,  George  Josephs,  Hank 
C.  Kaufman,  Bernie  E.  Zeeman, 
Vincent  Borrelli,  Seth  Raisler,  Wil- 
liam Brennan,  Joseph  Freiberg  and 
Al  Seligman. 

Field  representatives  comprise: 

ATLANTA — Manager  Bob  Ingram;  Sales 
men,  B.  A.  Wallace,  U.  T.  Koch,  G.  Jones 
Charles  H.  Robuck :  CHARLOTTE— Man 
ager  Joseph  Gins;  Salesmen,  G.  Roscoe,  R.  D 
Williamson;  DALLAS— Manager  Jack  Un 
derwood;  Salesmen,  W.  L.  Penn,  B.  C.  Gib 
son,  O.  L.  Wilkes;  MEMPHIS— Manager 
Jimmy  Rogers;  Salesmen,  H.  Chrisman,  S 
Arnold;  NEW  ORLEANS— Manager  Hus 
ton  Duvall;  Salesmen,  J.  Winberry,  J.  J 
Fabacher;  OKLAHOMA  CITY— Manager 
Dewey  Gibbs ;  Salesman,  J.  A.  Smith,  S. 
Gibbs;  DETROIT— Central  Division  Man- 
ager Carl  Shalit;  Salesmen,  H.  R.  Schilds, 
R.  F.  Cloud,  G.  L.  McCoy,  C.  H.  Townsend; 
also —  _  _,    . 

INDIANAPOLIS — Manager  Guy  Craig; 
Salesmen,  H.  Kaufman,  C.  Butler,  A.  J. 
Gelman;  KANSAS  CITY— Manager  Ben 
Marcus;  Salesmen,  T.  Baldwin,  P.  Springer, 
S.  Frank,  H.  Berman,  S.  Lax;  ST.  LOUIS— 
Manager  Clarence  Hill;  Salesmen,  L.  A. 
LaPlante,  J.  Bradford,  W.  Sherman;  CHI- 
CAGO— Mid-Western  Division  Manager  Phil 
Dunas;  Manager  Ben  Lourie ;  Salesmen,  C 
W  Phillips,  F.  Flaherty,  W.  J.  Kahl,  T. 
Greenwood;  MILWAUKEE— Manager  Oscar 
Ruby;  Salesmen.T.  J.  MacEvoy,  D.  Chap- 
man; MINNEAPOLIS— Manager  Hy  Chap- 
man ;  Salesmen,  M.  E.  Mazur,  I-  Marks,  D 
H.  Conley,  W.  Evidon,  A.  L.  Aved ;  DKS 
MOINES — Manager  Mel  Evidon;  Salesmen, 
A  B  Leake,  W.  Johnson,  E.  Bruepberg; 
OMAHA — Manager  Joe  Jacobs;  Salesmen, 
E.    Dunas,    Paul    Fine,    J.    Gerehck. 

Para.  Australian  Employe 
Killed  in  Bomber  Crash 

Flight  Capt.  Douglas  Connell  of 
the  Royal  Australian  Air  Force,  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  Paramount 
branch  staff  in  Sydney,  Australia, 
died  recently  in  the  crash  of  a  bom- 
ber, the  Paramount  foreign  depart- 
ment has  been  informed. 


Didn't  The  House 

Even  Have  a  B.O.? 

Minneapolis — Although  Minneso- 
ta's State  Dept.  of  Health  instituted 
official  award  of  certificates  of 
cleanliness  some  three  years  ago,  no 
film  house  has  ever  won  this  honor, 
— until  now.  Successful  theater  is 
the  local  Nokomis,  operated  by  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  whose 
slogan  coincidentally  has  been  "Clean 
as  a  Battleship."  Theodore  Wold, 
director  of  the  division  of  hotel  in- 
spection, formally  presented  the  "blue 
ribbon"  award  to  Conrad  Carciofini, 
stand's  manager,  commending  the  lat- 
ter's  regime  for  "high  standards  of 
cleanliness  consistently   maintained." 


▼  V  T 

A  Column  In  Khaki: 

(Editor's  Note:  Today,  THE  FILM  DAILY  presents,  passed  by  the 
Field  Press  Censor  for  publication,  a  dispatch  from  one  of  its  former 
editorial  staff  members,  Sergeant  Dave  Golding,  now  serving  with  "The 
Stars  and  Stripes.") 

•  •      •     ALGIERS,  especially  on  a  sunny  Sunday,  is  an  attractive 

city The  homes  are  built  on  a  large  hill  which  slopes  into  the  blue 

Mediterranean Most  of  the  apartments  appear  white  and  modern 

There  is  a  modern  electric  bus  and  trolley  and  also  an  old  fash- 
ioned  tram   which  runs   coupled  in  threes   and   is   always   jammed   to 

overflowing  with  everybody  hanging  outside  the  cars There   are 

a  lot  of  pretty  girls  in  Algiers  whose  fashions,  despite   the  war,  look 

fairly  up-to-date It  takes  a  dogface  a  while,  to  get  used  to  the  sight 

of  the  world  we  know  represented  by  these  comely  French  lassies,  and 
then  intermingled  in  the  street  crowds  the  Arab  women  with  their  shawls 

and  handkerchiefs   covering   their  faces If  you    can't   parlais   the 

language,  you  find  it  difficult  to  get  a  tumble  from  the  gals The 

Madamoiselle  from  Algiers  is  not  the  Madamoiselle  from  Armentiere  as 

far  as  the  GI's  are   concerned In   fact   most   of  the   fellows   miss 

the  hospitality  and  friendship  shown  by  the  British  girls, — bless  'em 

A  GI's  vocabulary  is  limited  to  a  "Bonjour"  or  a  "Bonsoir"  and  it  won't 
even  get  him  the  right  time 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      THERE  is  no  night  life  to  speak  of  in  Algiers,  outside  of 

the  cinemas  which  are  now  running  8  o'clock  shows Soldiers  can 

only   buy  wine  from   12-2  and  5-7:30  and  already   they  have   made  a 

dent  in   the  supply There  are  one  or  two   Black  Market  places 

about,  which  have  champagne  and  cognac,  but  they  are  difficult  to  find, 
and  patronized  by  a  small  elite  crowd 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  big  news  as  far  as  the  movies  are  concerned  is  that 
"Yankee  Doodle  Dandy"  is  listed  as  "prochainment,"  which  means  it 
is  coming  and  I  am  sure  it  is  eagerly  awaited 'Tales  of  Manhat- 
tan" Is  the  latest  Hollywood  film,  and  it  plays  to  packed  houses  three 

times  daily  with  top  price  at  18  francs  (36  cents) There  are  about  12 

houses  which  advertise  regularly Some  of  the  pictures  in  town  are: 

"It's  a  Date,"  "The  Old  Maid,"  "Grand  Illusion,"  "Jamaica  Inn,"  some- 
thing with  lean  Arthur  and  Gary  Cooper,  one  with  Bela  Lugosl,  and 
another  with  Jean  Arthur  and  William  Powell, — haven't  been  able  to 
translate  the  titles  on  these 

▼  V  ▼ 

•  •      •      THERE  is  one  vaudeville  house  in  town  that  gets  a  top 

price  of  40  francs A  French  chanteuse,  Nita  Salva,  is  the  featured 

artiste  and  in  her  own  torchy  and  horse  style  she  is  quite  terrific 

There  was  a  bicycle  act  called  the  Romano  Bros.,— two  young  lads  and 
a  younger  brother  of  about  six  who  did  amazing  stunts  on  a  small  stage 

They  would  go  in  the  States Aside  from  these  two  acts  the 

bill  was  strictly  Ridgewood There  was  a  male  and  female  master 

of  ceremonies The  latter  announced  the  bill  in  French,  and  the 

former  in  English His  punch  line  was  "Okay,"  which  the  audi- 
ence echoed  back  emphatically There  was  one  dance  scene  with 

six  chorus  girls  where  the  male  dancer  flopped  unintentionally  as  he 
twirled  his  partner  around A  good  laugh,— and  was  she  mad 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  (Sergeant  Dave  Golding's  Algiers  notes  will  be  concluded 
in    an    early    issue Watch    for    them) and    AVENGE    PEARL 

HARBORI 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


Walt 


AL     JACOBS,      professional      manager, 

Goldman,    Inc.,   New   York. 
NAT    STEINBERG,     manager,    Victory     (forme 

Opera    House),    Bayonne,    N.    J. 
DICK   PERRY,  salesman,   Universal,   Buffalo, 
AL   BRICE,   Movietonews  West  Coast  supervis 
LEON     HERMAN,    office    manager,     United 

tisfs,    Buffalo. 
JOHN    WILHELM,    assistant    shipper,    2«*'"| 

Buffalo.  <V>; 

HARRY  COLD,   salesman,    Republic,    Boston^ 
FRANK    GRADY,   sales,  Joe  Cifre,    Inc.,    Bostc 
STEVE    PUDNICK,    manager,    Tremont,    Anson 

Conn. 
FRANK     DAN,     manager,     Roxy,     New     Brita 

Conn. 
GLEN  SULHAM,   manager,  Capitol,  Athol,  Ma 
GERRY   GERMAINE,    manager,   Suffolk,   Holyol 

Mass. 


Cleveland's  Affiliated 
Nabes  Share  Indies  Pinch 


Cleveland — For  many  months,  o; 
erators  of  independent  neighborho< 
houses  have  voiced  their  complain  I 
about  the  extended  downtown  rui  j 
of  the  money-getting  box-office  a 
tractions,  claiming  that  the  box-ofn> 
value    of    an    entertainment  pictu: 
has  been  "milked"  dry  by  runs  i] 
four  and  five  weeks  downtown,  ail 
that   pictures    of   topical  value    a: 
"dead"  by  the  time  they  reach  tl 
outlying  districts.    This,  they  claii 
is  one  of  the  vital  reasons  why  bus 
ness  at  the  nabes  stays  down  und< 
last  year's  receipts,   as   opposed  ' 
the  better  than  25  per  cent  advan< 
in   receipts   at   the   downtown   firs 
runs. 

That  this  shoe,  which  has  Ion  i 
pinched  the  indies,  is  now  beginnin 
to  pinch  the  neighborhood  hous< 
operated  by  the  affiliated  circuits  ca 
be  deduced  from  the  fact  that  tl 
RKO  Allen,  a  downtown  hous 
which  has  successfully  played  hol< 
over  and  move- over  product  for  tl 
past  year,  now  announces  a  straigl 
run  policy.  This  is  done  to  assui 
sufficient  product  to  their  own  subsi 
quent-run  houses  which,  apparentl; 
are  suffering  from  product  shortage ' 
in  the  same  degree  as  are  the  ind» 
pendent  subsequent-run  houses. 


He  "Planted"  Story 
and  Reaped  Harvest 

Des  Moines — A  salvo  of  front  page 
newspaper  publicity  burst  here  for 
RKO  Radio's  "This  Land  Is  Mine," 
and  editors  never  suspected  that  it 
was  a  purposefully  instigated  stunt. 
A  bitter  municipal  controversy  had 
been  raging  because  the  street  car 
company  refused  to  repave  the  mid- 
dle of  the  street  in  the  central  sec- 
tion of  the  city, — and  holes  and 
weeds  showed  forth.  Emil  Franke, 
manager  of  the  RKO  Orpheum  The- 
ater, had  signs  printed.  One  was 
put  up  on  the  controversial  pavement 
strip,  reading  "This  Land  Is  Mine — 
For  a  V  Garden."  Fourth  Estaters 
thought  it  a  grand  joke  and  wrote 
reams  on  it.  They  forgot,  however, 
that  "This  Land  Is  Mine"  was  about 
to  bow  at  the  Orpheum. 
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oelz  Stays  at  20-Fox 
II  Zanuck  Returns 


(Continued  from  Paijc  1) 

•ns,  after  which  his  contract  will 
cancelled,    the    statement   points 

he  statement  explains  that  Goet2 
o  be  paid  at  the  contract  rate 
e  date  of  cancellation  and, 
i^m  ken  on,  he  is  to  be  paid  at  the 
-ne* rate  for  an  additional  period 
six  months,  plus  $200  per  week 
•  the  six-month  period. 
According  to  the  statement,  con- 
ict  of  Spyros  Skouras  runs  to  Dec. 
1950,  at  a  salary  of  $250,000  a 
ar  with  the  right  on  the  part  of 
;  corporation  to  terminate  the 
itract  at  the  end  of  any  calendar 
Br  upon  giving  written  notice  on  or 
fore  Julv  1  of  each  year  and  upon 
;  payment  of  $500,000  to  Skouras. 
The  stockholders  on  May  18  will  be 
'led  upon  to  elect  13  directors  and, 
long  other  things,  consider  and 
;  upon  a  proposed  amendment  to 
large  the  purposes  of  the  corpora- 
n.     Among  the  enlargd  purposes 

"  a  proposal  to  "explore  for,  mine, 
11  or  otherwise  extract  or  remove 
is,  coal,  iron,  metals,  minerals  of 
jry  kind,  stone,  oil,  gas  and  hydro- 

i  hons  and  associated  substances 
■m  any  lands  owned,  leased  or  oc- 
oied  by  the  corporation."  It  is 
plained  that  the  purpose  of  the 
lendment  is  to  permit  the  exploi- 
;ion  and   possible   enlargement  of 

"•tain  productive  oil  wells  upon  re- 
ltly  acquired  studio  property  and 
oil-bearing  sands  which  may  exist 
der  studio  property. 


rges  Public's  Aid 
i  Fire  Prevention 


(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

tion  is  following  through  with  the 
n  because  he  believes,  in  the  in- 
est  of  public  safety,  patrons  will 
operate  closely  to  prevent  theater 
■s  through  their  own  carelessness. 
\   trailer   has    been    proposed    by 
ith  calling   attention   to   the   ex- 
ine  necessity  for  alertness  in  pre- 
'iting  fires,  inasmuch   as   theaters 
mot   be   rebuilt   for   the   duration 
ause    of    the    lrck    of    materials. 
3     public     should     be     informed, 
J  ith    declares,    that    their    motion 
Hire    theater    hp«    been    accepted 
the  WPB,  the  OWI  and  the  Treas- 
•  Department  as  an  important  im- 
minent for  collecting:  scrap,  the  dis- 
lination  of  war  information,  the 
Je  of  Bonds  and  Stamps  and  as  an 
oortant   contribution  to  the  mor- 
of  the  nation.     All  reference  to 
many  recent  theater  fires  should 
eliminated,  he  adds. 


ry  Sager  to  Criterion 

Terry  Sager,  formerly  with  the 
ne  office  of  Loew's  Theaters  ad- 
'tising  and  publicity,  has  been 
^imoted  to  publicity  director  of 
ew's  Criterion  on  Broadway. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

MARGARET  SULLIVAN,  "Cry-  Havoc,"  M-G-M. 
bRIAN  DONLEVY,  three  more  pictures,  M-C-M. 
ORSON    WELLES,    director,    "War    and    Peace," 

to    be    produced    in    England,    by    Alexander 

Korda. 
LON     McCALLISTER,    termer,    Sol    Lesser. 
DR.    MIKLOS    ROZSA,    score,    "So    Proudly    We 

Hail,"    Paramount. 
LEMUEL  AYERS,  scenic  designer,   M-C-M. 
TENNESSEE    WILLIAMS,    writer,    M-G-M. 
DAVID   BACON,   "Girls,   Inc.,"   Universal. 
EDWARD    CHERKOSE     and     EDDIE     KAY,     songs, 

"Spotlight    Revue,"    Monogram. 
PAUL     and     GRACE     HARTMAN,     "Higher    and 

Higher,"    RKO. 
DALE    VAN     EVERY,     screenplay,     "The     Caunt 

Woman,"    Charles    R.    Rogers-United   Artists. 
CONSTANCE   MOORE,   two  pictures,    RKO. 
THOMAS    COMEZ,    termer,    Universal. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

MARTIN  MOONEY,  screenplay,  "Danger- 
Women    at    Work,"    PRC. 

GEORGE  MERRICK,  production  manager,  "Talent 
School,"    PRC. 


DAVE  GOULD,  dances  and  skating  numbers, 
"Lady,    Let's    Dance,"    Monogram. 

JACK  BOYLE,  dance  director,  "Spotlight  Revue," 
Monogram. 

TIM  WHELAN,  producer-director,  "Higher  and 
Higher,"    RKO. 

MARY  DOWELL,  story,  "Here  Come  the  Girls," 
Warners. 

DUDLEY  NICHOLS,  director,  "Government  Girl," 
RKO. 

ROBERT  BRODE,  screenplay,  "Caribbean  Cruise," 
Technicolor  short,  Paramount. 

WILLIAM  BEAUDINE,  director,  "He  couldn't 
Take    It,"    Monogram. 

LAMBERT  HILLYER,   director,   "Six-Cun  Gospel," 
Monogram. 
Haunts  a  House,"  Paramount. 

GERARD    CARBONARA,    score,     "Henry    Aldrich 

JAY  CORNEY,  EDWARD  ELISCU  and  HENRY 
MYERS,  associate  producers,  "Hey,  Rookie," 
Columbia. 

SCHDULD  SCHDULD 

"Saigon,"  story  and  screenplay,  HARRY  HER- 
VEY,   M-C-M. 

"Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and  Cay,"  screen- 
play-producer, SHERIDAN  CIBNEY,  Para- 
mount. 

"The  Mad  Ghoul,"  director,  JAMES  HOGAN; 
associate    producer,    BEN    PIVAR,    Universal. 


Zanuck  Will  Resume 
Old  Post— Schenck 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

he  did  when  Schenck  was  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors,  the  latter 
added. 

Schenck  also  stated  that  20th-Fox 
plans  to  increase  the  number  of  its 
stage  productions  and  that  the  plays 
will  be  staged  regardless  of  their 
picture  possibilities.  He  pointed  out 
that  good  plays  eventually  find  their 
way   to   Hollywood. 

The  executive  production  head  for 
the  company  also  announced  that 
the  company  will  make  26  specials 
and  10  program  features  for  the 
1943-44  season  at  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $35,000,000.  All  the  specials, 
he  added,  will  be  sold  on  a  percent- 
age basis. 

Schenck  said  he  would  like  to  have 
20th-Fox  picturize  Wendell  L.  Will- 
kie's  "Our  World,"  but  felt  book 
would  go  to  the  highest  bidder  re- 
gardless of  Willkie's  connection  with 
20th-Fox. 

Answering  a  query,  Schenck  said 
he  believed  the  star  system  would 
last  indefinitely.  He  feels  that  even- 
tually double  bills  will  be  eliminated 
and  that  only  a  shortage  of  pictures 
can  bring  this  about. 


Louis  Kaufman  Trial 
Postponed  to  June  1 


The  trial  of  Louis  Kaufman,  busi- 
ness agent  of  Local  244,  operators' 
union  of  Newark,  was  adjourned  yes- 
terday until  June  1  by  Federal  Judge 
Alfred  C.  Coxe.  Kaufman  is  under 
an  indictment  alleging  conspiracy  to 
violate  the  Federal  anti-racketeer- 
ing law  in  the  extortion  of  more  than 
$1,000,000  from  the  industry.  The 
postponement  was  granted  so  that 
the  Government  might  be  able  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain 
the  removal  of  his  co-defendants 
from  Chicago  to   New  York. 


Court  Gets  Crescent 
Proposal  (or  Decree 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  would  permit  defendants  to  con- 
tinue operation  as  a  combination 
group  exclusive  of  film  licesing  as 
an  experiment  to  prove  to  the  court 
that  such  operations  could  be  con- 
tinued without  violating  the  anti- 
trust law  and  would  greatly  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  costs  assessed 
against  the  defendants. 

Any  and  all  modifications  of  the 
original  decree  prepared  by  Govern- 
ment counsel  was  strongly  contested 
by  Robert  L.  Wright,  chief  of  the 
anti-trust  division  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  before  Judge  Davies 
at  the  hearing  last  week.  Armis- 
tead  stated  that  defendant  counsel 
are  prepared  for  further  action  with- 
in the  10-day  period  allowed  after 
the  decree  is  entered  if  satisfactory 
modifications  are  not  granted. 

The  first  such  move,  he  indicated, 
would  be  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  for 
which  he  claims  there  are  abundant 
grounds. 

Judge  Davies  stated  at  the  close 
of  the  hearing  last  Thursday  that 
the  decree  would  go  to  record  early 
this  week. 


In  Tunis  They  Ask:  "Are 
We  Going  to  See  U.  S.  Pix?" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a   broadcast    yesterday    from    allied 
headquarters  in  Tunis  shortwaved  to 
this  country. 


New  3-Week  Mark  at  N.  Y.  Para. 

During  the  first  three  weeks  of 
Paramount's  "China"  and  Harry 
James'  orchestra  at  the  Broadway 
Paramount  a  new  record  has  been 
chalked  up,  the  combination  having 
played  to  450,000  persons,  according 
to  Bob  Weitman,  managing  director 
of  the  house.  Show  starts  its  fourth 
week  tomorrow. 


MOVIES 

By  Alton  Cook 


Annual  Year  Book 

Next  to  the  baseball  statisticians, 
the  movie  people  are  the  most  indus- 
trious branch  of  the  whole  amuse- 
ment business  in  compiling  facts  and 
figures  on  their  art.  The  latest  ex- 
ample is  Film  Daily  Year  Book,  a 
fat  volume  of  1012  pages  just  off  the 
press,  covering  everything  from  air 
conditioning  to  a  list  of  theaters  in 
Red  Bank,  N.  J.  Every  actor  who 
has  had  a  speaking  part  in  the 
movies  these  last  two  years  is  listed, 
with  the  names  of  his  pictures.  The 
same  thing  is  done  for  directors, 
writers  and  even  cameramen. 

Some  nuggets  of  fact  scattered 
through  the  pages: 

Hollywood  picture  -  making  em- 
ploys approximately  30,000  persons. 
Theaters  and  distributors  account 
for  170,000  more. 

The  extra  list  runs  to  8600,  2000 
of  them  children. 

Top  price  ever  paid  for  a  movie 
story  went  to  The  Eve  of  St.  Mark, 
recently  purchased  by  Twentieth 
Century-Fox,  and  by  the  same  com- 
pany for  John  Steinbeck's  The  Moon 
Is  Down.   Each  got  $300,000. 

Hollywood  is  not  making  nearly 
so  many  pictures  as  formerly.  The 
high  was  1918,  with  841  pictures  on 
the  market.  Last  year  it  turned 
out  488. 

The  average  good  picture  has 
about  220  prints  in  distribution. 

Weekly  attendance  last  year  aver- 
aged about  90,000,000  at  all  movies. 
This  year  is  probably  much  higher. 

Color  hit  a  new  high  last  year  with 
25  pictures  made.  This  year's  total 
will  be  much  larger,  with  color  very 
modish  for  musicals  and  even  being 
used  in  war  movies. 

:■:  #  * 

First  Oscar  Winners 

The  first  list  of  academy  awards, 
made  in  the  season  of  1927-28,  is 
interesting  to  look  back  on  now. 
The  players  were  Janet  Gaynor  in 
Seventh  Heaven,  Street  Angel  and 
Sunrise,  and  Emil  Jannings  in  Way 
of  All  Flesh  and  Last  Command. 
The  pictures  chosen  as  best  were 
Wings  and  Sunrise. 

The  most  popular  pictures  at  army 
camps  the  past  year  were  To  the 
Shores  of  Tripoli  and  Son  of  Fury. 

How  many  of  these  pictures  can 
you  remember:  Orphans  of  the 
Storm,  Grandma's  Boy  (Harold 
Lloyd),  Blood  and  Sand,  Prisoner 
of  Zenda,  When  Knighthood  Was  in 
Flower  Nanook  of  the  North, 
Smilin'  Through,  Tol'able  David, 
Robin  Hood,  Oliver  Twist?  That  is 
the  list  the  movie  critics  of  the 
nation  picked  as  the  10  best  in  1922. 

(Reprinted    from    N.     Y.     World     Telegram, 
May  7,  1943) 
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RKO 


"Mr.  Lucky' 

with    Cary   Grant,    Laraine    Day 


100  Mins. 


COMEDY  AND  MELODRAMA  NICELY 
MIXED  IN  THIS  FILM;  BOXOFFICE 
SHOWING  SHOULD  BE  STRONG. 

"Mr.  Lucky"  should  prove  just  that  to 
the  exhibitor  who  plays  it.  The  film  is  a 
hefty  order  of  entertainment  that  will 
please  audiences  no  end.  It  is  a  smart 
blend  of  comedy  and  melodrama  that  is  a 
credit  to  Producer  David  Hempstead's  show- 
manship. The  production  is  a  breezy  affair 
containing  a  wealth  of  material — most  of 
it  of  the  first  grade. 

In  "Mr.  Lucky"  Cary  Grant  is  presented 
in  another  of  those  tongue-in-cheek  roles 
at  which  he  is  so  good.  His  performance 
will  delight  his  fans  hugely.  His  part  per- 
mits him  to  make  full  use  of  his  ability. 
The  film  backs  him  with  a  sterling  cast. 
Laraine  Day  does  her  best  job  to  date  as 
the  feminine  lead.  The  film  should  do  her 
career  plenty  of  good.  As  the  socialite 
with  whom  Grant  has  to  tangle  romantically 
and  otherwise  she  is  thoroughly  believable. 
Charles  Bickford  returns  to  screen  work  in 
fine  fettle.  Gladys  Cooper,  Alan  Carney, 
Henry  Stephenson,  Paul  Stewart  and  Kay 
Johnson  contribute  much  to  the  entertaining 
quality  of  the  film.  Not  to  be  overlooked 
is  a  brief  bit  by  Vladimir  Sokoloff  as  a 
Greek  priest. 

The  story  concerns  the  efforts  of  the 
owner  of  a  gambling  ship  (Grant)  to  raise 
funds  so  he  can  put  his  boat  in  operation 
again.  He  sells  a  war  relief  organization 
on  the  idea  of  letting  him  raise  funds  for 
it  via  a  gambling  concession  at  a  charity 
ball  planned  by  the  outfit.  Grant's  idea 
is  to  skip  with  the  dough,  but  at  the  last 
minute  realization  of  the  suffering  being 
endured  by  Hitler's  victims  swerves  him  from 
his  purpose.  Grant  has  a  close  brush  with 
the  law  and  a  former  partner  before  he 
succeeds  in  delivering  the  money  to  its 
rightful  owners. 

The  story  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
Grant,  in  order  to  escape  the  draft,  poses  as 
a  4-Fer  who  is  dead.  This  point  is  satis- 
factorily cleared  up.  At  the  finale,  in 
fact,  Grant  has  made  himself  somewhat  of 
a  hero.  Miss  Day  figures  in  the  yarn  as  the 
member  of  the  relief  group  whom  Grant  has 
to  convince  before  he  can  put  over  his  lit- 
tle scheme.  The  two,  of  course,  fall  des- 
perately in  love,  despite  the  objections  of 
Miss   Day's   grandfather. 

The  excellent  screenplay  of  Milton  Holmes 
and  Adrian  Scott  has  received  competent 
direction  by  H.  C.  Potter. 

CAST:  Cary  Grant,  Laraine  Day,  Charles 
Bickford,  Gladys  Cooper,  Alan  Carney, 
Henry  Stephenson,  Paul  Stewart,  Kay  John- 
son, Walter  Kingsford,  Erford  Gage,  J.  M. 
Kerrigan,  Edward  Fielding,  Vladimir  Soko- 
loff. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  David  Hempstead; 
Director,  H.  C.  Potter;  Screenplay,  Milton 
Holmes,  Adrian  Scott;  Based  on  story  by 
Milton  Holmes;  Musical  Score,  Roy  Webb; 
Musical  Director,  C.  Bakaleinikoff ;  Camera- 
man, George  Barnes;  Special  Effects,  Ver- 
non L.  Walker;  Art  Directors,  Albert  S. 
D'Agostino,  Mark-Lee  Kirk;  Film  Editor, 
Theron  Warth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'The  Leopard  Man" 

with    Dennis    O'Keefe,    Margo 
RKO  66  Mins. 

TENSELY  TOLD  STORY  OF  PSYCOPA- 
THIC  KILLER  STACKS  UP  AS  A  GOOD 
BOOKING   FOR   MELODRAMA   FANS. 

Lovers  of  melodrama  should  take  "The 
Leopard  Man"  very  much  to  their  hearts. 
The  film  has  been  well  put  together,  its 
story  being  told  with  powerful  suspense 
that  is  sustained  effectively  nearly  all  the 
way.  The  film  breaks  down  at  the  end 
when  it  fails  to  give  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  that  drove  the  vil- 
lain  to   murder. 

The  film,  told  with  a  commendable  econ- 
omy of  detail,  has  Dennis  O'Keefe  in  the 
role  of  a  press  agent  who  has  Jean  Brooks, 
an  entertainer,  parade  with  a  black  leopard 
in  order  that  she  may  be  able  to  create  a 
sensation  in  her  effort  to  compete  with 
Margo,  star  of  the  elaborate  New  Mexican 
nightclub  in  which  she  is  playing  an  en- 
gagement. The  leopard,  scared  by  Miss 
Margo,   breaks   loose,    killing   a   young   girl. 

Two  other  deaths  follow,  both  attributed 
to  the  leopard.  O'Keefe,  concerned  over 
the  tragic  outcome  of  his  stunt,  gets  sus- 
picious. He  suggests  that  the  two  killings 
were  committed  by  a  human  being,  not  the 
leopard.  The  idea  is  scoffed  at,  but  O'Keefe 
goes  about  proving  his  contention.  His 
efforts  are  rewarded  when  he  reveals  the 
killer  to  be  James  Bell,  curator  of  the  local 
museum.  Bell  is  disclosed  as  a  psycopathic 
murderer.  His  motives  aren't  made  too 
clear.  This  is  the  one  big  weakness  in  the 
story.  The  explanation  given  for  his  mur- 
derous  bent   is   a  convenient  one. 

Margo  is  one  of  the  victims  of  Bell. 
The  other  is  Tula  Parma,  an  attractive 
newcomer.  The  leopard's  victim  is  Mar- 
garet Landry.  Miss  Brooks  and  O'Keefe 
carry  the  romantic  burden  of  the  story. 
Other  players  worth  mentioning  are  Isabel 
Jewell,    Abner    Biberman,    Richard    Martin. 

Produced  by  Val  Lewton,  the  film  was 
directed  by  Jacques  Tourneur  in  the  proper 
mood.  There  is  matching  photography  by 
Robert  de  Grasse.  The  tense  screenplay 
of  Ardel  Wray  is  based  on  the  Cornell  Wool- 
rich  novel,  "Black  Alibi."  The  film  gains 
much   from   its   atmospheric   treatment. 

CAST:  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Margo,  Jean 
Brooks,  Isabel  Jewell,  James  Bell,  Mar- 
garet Landry,  Abner  Biberman,  Richard 
Martin,  Tula  Parma,  Ben  Bard,  Ariel  Heath, 
Fely  Franquelli. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Val  Lewton;  Direc- 
tor, Jacques  Tourneur;  Screenplay,  Ardel 
Wray;  Based  on  novel  by  Cornell  Woolrich; 
Additional  Dialogue,  Edward  Dein;  Musical 
Score,  Roy  Webb;  Musical  Director,  C. 
Bakaleinikoff;  Cameraman,  Robert  de 
Grasse;  Art  Directors,  Albert  S.  D'Agos- 
tino, Walter  E.  Keller;  Film  Editor,  Mark 
Robson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Pioneer  K.  C.  Exhib.  Dead 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — Orlando  P.  Rose, 
82,  who  owned  the  first  motion  pic- 
ture theater  in  this  city,  died  of  a 
heart  attack.  Rose  opened  the  old 
Lyric  in  the  north  end  at  7th  and 
Main  in  1907.  Rose  later  placed 
films  in  the  old  Electric  theater. 


"Dr.  Gillespie's 
Criminal  Case" 

with  Lionel  Barrymore,  Van  Johnson, 

Donna  Reed 

M-G-M  89  Mins. 

LATEST  OF  SERIES  HAS  LOT  OF  HU- 
MAN INTEREST  STUFF  THAT  HAS  NO 
BEARING  ON  PLOT;  SHOULD  DO  FAIR 
BUSINESS. 

"Dr.  Gillespie's  Criminal  Case,"  not  ex- 
actly the  best  of  the  series,  will  appeal  to 
audiences  primarily  because  of  the  generous 
amount  of  human  interest  stuff  it  contains. 
Most  of  it,  however,  has  no  direct  bearing 
on  the  main  premise.  And  therein  lies  the 
fault  of  the  film.  The  story  wanders  off 
in  every  direction,  with  the  plot  lost  sight  of 
in  the  confusion  of  ideas.  The  extraneous 
material  in  no  way  advances  the  plot.  Appli- 
cation of  the  scalpel  would  help  the  produc- 
tion, although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
excess  footage,  most  of  which  bears  on  the 
work  of  the  medical  profession  in  alleviating 
human  suffering,  is  certain  to  be  found 
interesting    by   the   average    fan. 

The  film  continues  the  friendly  feud  be- 
tween Dr.  Gillespie's  new  assistants  (Van 
Johnson  and  Keye  Luke).  It  is  this  com- 
petition between  the  two  men  that  provides 
most  of  the  film's  lighter  moments.  For 
the  rest  the  film  is  an  expounding  of  medi- 
cal knowledge  that  makes  the  going  a  bit 
heavy  and  not  always  pleasant. 

The  criminal  case  referred  to  in  the  title 
is  that  of  the  chap  who  in  "Calling  Dr.  Gil- 
lespie" was  driven  to  murder  every  time 
he  heard  a  whistle.  In  the  latest  of  the 
series  the  victim  of  dementia  praecox  (John 
Craven)  is  in  jail.  Dr.  Gillespie  tries  to 
convince  the  authorities  that  the  fellow 
ought  to  be  in  an  institution  because  he  is 
a  mental  case.  Before  the  doctor  can  accom- 
plish his  mission  Craven  breaks  out  of  jail, 
threatens  Gillespie  and  a  number  of  others 
and  finally  is  killed  by  the  coppers. 

Barrymore  plays  Dr.  Gillespie  in  his  usual 
crusty  fashion.  Donna  Reed  repeats  the 
role  she  had  in  "Calling  Dr.  Gillespie,"  that 
of  the  killer's  fiancee  who  broke  with  him 
at  the  end.  Johnson  and  Luke  continue 
as  the  new  assistants  successfully.  Among 
the  other  players  are  Nat  Pendleton,  Alma 
Kruger,  William  Lundigan,  Margaret  O'Brien, 
Walter  Kingsford. 

Willis  Goldbeck  directed  from  a  screen- 
play by  Martin  Berkeley,  Harry  Ruskin  and 
Lawrence  P.  Bachmann.  Mention  also  should 
be  made  of  the  camera  work  of  Norbert 
Brodine. 

CAST:  Lionel  Barrymore,  Van  Johnson, 
Donna  Reed,  Keye  Luke,  John  Craven,  Nat 
Pendleton,  Alma  Kruger,  William  Lundigan, 
Margaret  O'Brien,  Walter  Kingsford,  Mari- 
lyn Maxwell,  Michael  Duane,  Henry  O'Neill, 
Marie   Blake,   Frances   Rafferty. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Willis  Goldbeck; 
Screenplay,  Martin  Berkeley,  Harry  Ruskin, 
Lawrence  P.  Bachmann;  Based  on  charac- 
ters created  by  Max  Brand;  Cameraman, 
Norbert  Brodine;  Musical  Score,  Daniele 
Amfitheatrof;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons. 
Film  Editor,  Laurie  Vejar. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Kate  Smith  Heads  Ball  Com. 

Kate  Smith  has  accepted  the  ex- 
ecutive chairmanship  of  the  Father 
Duffy  Canteen  Ball  to  be  held  May 
29  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 


"Gildersleeve's  Bad 
Day" 

with    Harold    Peary 
RKO  62  Mi 

GREAT  GILDERSLEEVE  FLASHES  SAI 
OLD  ROUTINE  IN  A  PRODUCTION  TH, 
WILL  APPEAL  MOSTLY  TO  KIDS^#>  . 

Harold    Peary    no    doubt    will    m( \> 
radio  followers  happy  with  his  anticsnfn 
newest  screen  vehicle.    He  gives  them  plei 
of  the  stuff  they  have  come  to  expect 
him.     That  means  that  "Gildersleeve's  E 
Day"  is  heavy  with  corn  and  Simple-Sim 
humor.     Filmgoers  to  whom  Peary's  routi 
is  a  source  of  pain  will  find  all  that  h; 
pens  in  the  film  hard  to  accept  with  ar  j 
thing  less  than  boredom.     It  must  be  a 
mitted  that  the  mannerisms  which  are  t 
trademark  of  Peary  on  the  radio  become 
bit  wearisome   after   an  hour's   workout 
the  screen. 

We    know    trouble    is    in    the    offing 
Gildersleeve    as    soon    as   he    is    picked 
serve  on  a  criminal  jury.    As  is  usual  in 
case,  he  does  everything  wrong.     He  is  j 
hot  water  with  both  feet  when  he  is  si 
pected    of   accepting    a    bribe    to   vote 
the  acquittal  of  a  gangster  and  of  steali 
money  from  the  safe  of  the  town  judge, 
friend  of  his.    He  succeeds  in  clearing  hi 
self  after  a  series  of  comic  situations. 

Peary  repeats  his  mannerisms,  especia 
that  peculiar  laugh  of  his,  to  the  point 
annoyance.  He  is  all  times  himself  and  i 
the  character  he  represents.  Assisting  h 
are  Jane  Darwell,  Nancy  Gates,  Char 
Arnt,  Freddie  Mercer,  Russell  Wade,  L 
lian  Randolph,  Frank  Jenks,  Douglas  Fo 
ley,  Grant  Withers,  Alan  Carney,  all 
whom   are  his  superior  as  actors. 

The  Herman  Schlom  production  was  I 
rected  at  a  fast  pace  by  Gordon  Dougl 
who  worked  from'  a  script  by  Jack  Tow 
ley. 

CAST:  Harold  Peary,  Jane  Darwell,  Nan 
Gates,  Charles  Arnt,  Freddie  Mercer,  Ri 
sell  Wade,  Lillian  Randolph,  Frank  Jen 
Douglas  Fowley,  Alan  Carney,  Grant  Wit 
ers,  Richard  LeGrand,  Dink  Trout,  Han 
Landon,  Charles  Cane,   Ken  Christy. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Herman  Schlom;  I 
rector,  Gordon  Douglas;  Screenplay,  J  a 
Townley;  Musical  Director,  C.  Bakaleii 
koff;  Cameraman,  Jack  Mackenzie;  Art  t 
rectors,  Albert  S.  D'Agostino,  Carroll  Clai 
Film    Editor,    Les    Millbrook. 

DIRECTION,  Fair  PHOTOGRAPH 
Good. 


Artkino  Handling  "Odessa" 

"It  Started  in  Odessa,"  a  featu 
made  here  by  Potemkin  Produ 
tions,  will  be  distributed  by  Artkin 
The  picture  portrays  the  Russiar. 
historic  motives  for  their  determ 
nation  to  smash  Hitlerism. 

Tele  Society  Meets  Thursday 

The  American  Television  Socie 
will  hold  a  meeting  at  8:30  p.i 
Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Capitol.  W: 
Baltin,  producer  of  DuMont  te 
shows,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  1 
will  speak  on  tele's  post-war  activ 
ties. 


76  Fairs  for  Wisconsin 

Milwaukee  —  Seventy-six  coun 
and  district  fairs  have  been  schedul< 
for  Wisconsin  for  the  Summer  a* 
Fall. 


WHAT     ABOUT     THAT     GUY 


•  Mere  Bulk  can  be  deceiving.  Particularlythe  Bulk 
of  Mere  circulation  figures,  which  often  serve  only 
to  trace  billowing  outlines  'round  and  about  the 
sinews  of  a  motion  picture  trade  magazine. 

•  Bulk,  also,  can  be  terribly  expensive— for  the  ad- 
vertiser. Far  more  economical  than  paying  for  mere 
numbers,  is  the  practice  of  purchasing  efficient  cir- 
culation . . .  circulation  tailored  to  the  precise  meas- 
urements of  the  motion  picture  field. 


•  Showmen's  Trade  Review  measured  Readership 
figures  prove  that  one  subscription  per  theatre 
does  the  work  of  three  copies  that  we  might  and 
could  sell  if  we  wanted  to  go  Bulky. 

•  Why  pay  the  price  of  costly  duplication  for  distrib- 
uting three  copies  of  your  advertisement  when  one 
copy,  placed  in  a  magazine  with  a  proved  three- 
for-one  Readership  record  will  do  the  job  better? 
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Expect  Paramount  to  Restrict  New  Line-up  to  3< 


Market  Requirements  to 
Guide  WB;  United  Artists 
Will  Add  Two  Producers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tures  for  the  1942-43  season,  is 
expected  to  restrict  its  output  for 
the  new  season  to  30  offerings.  It 
is  banking  heavily  on  the  hold-over 
policy  and  its  representatives  de- 
clare that  many  of  its  pictures  are 
gaining  double  the  playing  time  of 
previous  Paramount  productions. 
Its  completed  product  includes  "For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  and  "Lady  In 
The  Dark,"  made  in  Technicolor;  "So 
Proudly  We  Hail,"  "Let's  Face  It," 
"Riding  High,"  "Dixie,"  "Hostages," 
"No  Time  For  Love,"  "True  To 
Life"  and  "Miracle  Of  Morgan 
Creek."  C  B.  DeMille's  "The  Story 
Of  Dr.  Wassell"  will  be  made  in 
Technicolor,  while  among  other  sub- 
jects to  be  produced  by  Paramount 
are  "The  Hitler  Gang,"  "Three  On 
A  Rainbow,"  "Standing  Rocm  Only," 
"A  Medal  For  Benny,"  "And  Now, 
Tomorrow,"  "The  Road  To  Utopia," 
"The  Uninvited,"  "And  The  Angels 
Sing,"  "Double  Indemnity"  and  "The 
Ministry  Of  Fear." 

Market  to  Guide  Warners 

Warners  will  cling  to  the  present 
policy  of  tailoring  releases  to  the 
market  requirements,  it  is  under- 
stood, but  regardless  of  the  number 
of  pictures  finally  set  for  release, 
there  will  be  no  marked  production 
curtailment.  The  studio  is  geared  to 
turn  out  up  to  40,  with  the  backlog 
of  course  benefiting.  Recently,  War- 
ners have  been  releasing  one  or  two 
features  a  month.  While  the  com- 
plexion of  the  1943-44  lineup  still  is 
to  be  fully  set,  "Animal  Kingdom," 
"To  the  Last  Man,"  "The  Pentacle" 
and  "Pillars  of  Society"  are  slated 
for  the  next  exhibiting  year. 

20th  Century-Fox's  schedule  for 
1943-44  has  not  been  completed,  but 
will  run  between  30  or  40  pictures, 
including  "The  Song  Of  Berna- 
dette,"  "The  Girls  He  Left  Behind," 
"Guadalcanal  Diary,"  "Pin-up  Girl," 
"Winter  Time,"  "Heaven  Can  Wait," 
"Holy  Matrimony,"  "The  Life  Of 
Roger  Tuohy"  and  others. 

M-G-M's  schedule  for  the  forth- 
coming season  is  also  incomplete,  but 
will  include  "America,"  "Russia," 
"Madame  Curie,"  "The  Man  From 
Down  Under,"  "Girl  Crazy,"  "Heav- 
enly Body,"  "Cry  Havoc,"  "A  Thou- 
sand Shall  Fall"  and  others. 

RKO-Radio  will  make  between  35 
and  40  pictures,  with  "Show  Time," 
starring  Eddie  Cantor,  and  "Sister 
Kenny,"  starring  Rosalind  Russell, 
on  the  slate.  Other  important  offer- 
ings will  be  "The  Robe,"  "This  Is 
Russia,"  "The  Gibson  Girl,"  "Be- 
hind The  Rising  Sun,"  "Government 
Girl,"  "Higher  And  Higher,"  "Navy 
Blues,"  "Lady  Takes  A  Chance," 
"Marine  Raiders"  and  a  Dudley 
Nichols-Jean  Renoir  production,  co- 
starring  Jean  Gabin  and  Michele 
Morgan.  Samuel  Goldwyn  and  Sol 
Lesser  are  expected  to  continue  to 
release  through  RKO,  as  well  as 
Edward  A.  Golden. 

United    Artists    will    release    be- 


Thens.  to  Seek  Blood  Donors 

WAC  and  Red  Cross  Plan  Natl  Lobby  Drive 


Nation-wide  extension  of  the  blood 
donor  solicitation  plan,  currently  in 
operation  in  New  York  theaters,  is 
planned  by  the  WAC  and  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross,  which  contemplate 
that  theatei's  may  become  one  of 
the  chief  avenues  through  which 
Americans  can  contribute  their 
blood. 

Plan,  as  operated  in  New  York,  had 
booths  and  Red  Cross  workers  in 
the  lobbies  of  four  to  six  theaters 
each  week.  To  date,  16,647  have 
registered  with  more  than  75  per 
cent  fulfilling  their  appointments  to 
given  blood. 

Mrs.  George  Baehr,  who  directed 
the  plan,  has  been  placed  in  charge 
ot   the   expanded   effort  by  the   Red 


Cross  and  is  in  Hartford  today  to 
consult  with  Red  Cross  officials  and 
theater  men  on  plans  for  launching 
a  donor  campaign  in  that  city.  She 
will  visit  other  cities  to  assist  local 
committees  in  organizing  drives. 

Arthur  Mayer  is  handling  the  cam- 
paign for  WAC  while  Edward  C. 
Dowden,  chairman  of  the  N.  Y.  Pub- 
lic Relations  Committee,  is  prepar- 
ing a  brochure  outlining  the  meth- 
ods used  by  New  York  theaters,  to 
serve  as  a  guide  for  other  commu- 
nities. 

Red  Cross  has  mobile  equipped 
blood  banks  in  some  31  key^  cities 
and  theaters  will  be  asked  to  help 
where  quotas  have  been  increased  to 
meet  rising  war  needs. 


Pathe  Lab.-Local  702 
Dispute  to  Mediation 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

signing  of  a  new  contract  to  replace 
the  one  that  expired  in  March  yes- 
terday was  submitted  to  the  New 
York  State  Mediation  Board. 

Both  parties  were  unable  to  agree 
on  added  compensation  for  night 
work  and  multiple  operations  and  on 
two-week  paid  vacations.  These  ad- 
vantages sought  by  the  union  were 
accepted  by  all  other  laboratories 
with  which  Local  702  has  signed  new 
pacts. 


Disney  Studio  Sets  Record 
For  Six  Months'  Production 


Rubin  Subs  for  Durante 

Benny  Rubin  has  replaced  Jimmy 
Durante  in  the  Capitol  Theater  stage 
show.  Durante  is  ill  in  Midtown 
Hospital. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Hollywood  —  By  photographing 
100,245  feet  of  film  in  the  past  six 
months,  Walt  Disney  has  broken  the 
production  record  of  his  studio.  Late 
Disney  productions  completed  in- 
clude "Water  Friend  or  Enemy" 
for  the  Office  of  the  Co-ordinator  of 
Inter- American  Affairs;  two  se- 
quences of  "Rules  of  the  Nautical 
Road"  for  the  Navy;  the  "Fog"  di- 
vision of  "Aerology"  for  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Aeronautics  and  "Fall 
Out,  Fall  In,"  a  Donald  Duck  for 
RKO. 


"Masquerade"  Set  in  Stanley 

The  Russian  film,  "Masquerade," 
will  have  its  American  premiere  at 
the  Stanley  Theater  on  Saturday. 


tween  22  and  25  pictures  and  will 
soon  announce  the  acquisition  of  two 
new  producers,  whose  names  cannot 
be  divulged  at  present.  One  will 
make  three  pictures  and  the  other, 
one  to  three.  Cagney  Prods,  is  mak- 
ing "McLeod's  Folly,"  Andrew  L. 
Stone  "Hi  Diddle  Diddle"  and  Walt 
Disney  "Victory  Through  Air 
Power."  Hunt  Stromberg  will  pro- 
duce "Dishonoi-ed  Lady"  and  "Guest 
In  The  House,"  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  now  preparing  a  production. 
Charley  Chaplin  is  expected  to  de- 
liver "The  French  Bluebeard"  and 
Samuel  Bronston  "The  Life  Of  Jack 
London."  One  of  the  two  specials 
from  Harry  Sherman  will  be  "The 
Gun  Master."  He  will  also  provide 
six  "Hopalong  Cassidys."  Edward 
Small  is  preparing  three  stories  and 
Charles  R.  Rogers  will  do  "One 
Man's  Family"  and  "The  Gaunt  Wo- 
man." Arnold  Pressburger  is  to 
make  "Tomorrow  Never  Comes"  and 
Gregor  Rabinovitch's  subject  is 
"Russian   Girl." 

Universal  made  56  features,  seven 
Westerns  and  four  serials  for  the 
1942-43  season,  but  its  plans  for 
the  new  season  are  yet  to  be  com- 
pleted. However,  it  is  known  the 
company  will  make  a  greater  num- 
ber of  expensive  pictures  than  here- 


tofore     "Phantom    Of   The    Opera" 
will  be  in  the  1943-44  output. 

Republic's  program  for  1943-44, 
just  announced,  establishes  there 
will  be  no  curtailment  of  produc- 
tion, the  lineup  embracing  32  fea- 
tures, eight  Roy  Rogers  vehicles, 
24  Westerns  and  four  serial  entail- 
ing a  studio  expenditure  of  a  record 
$16,000,000. 

Columbia's  plans  are  incomplete, 
but  "Cover  Girl,"  "Tropicana"  and 
"Officers'  Candidate  School"  are  to 
be  forthcoming.  Columbia's  tenta- 
tive line-up  may  be  disclosed  at  one 
of  its  scheduled  regional  sales-meet- 
ings. 

Mono.  Reducing  Features 

Monogram  will  reduce  its  fea- 
tures from  32  to  24,  but  will  con- 
tinue to  make  18  westerns.  Its  sub- 
jects in  the  $400,000  to  $500,000 
class  will  be  "Lady  Let's  Dance," 
"Hitler's  Women"  and  "Ground 
Crew."  It  will  also  make  three  in 
the    $200,000    budget   classification. 

PRC  plans  to  deliver  24  features 
and  18  Westerns.  It  will  double  its 
usual  budget  on  from  10  to  12  of 
the  feautres.  "Submarine  Base," 
"Strange  Music,"  "Talent  School," 
"Drums  Of  the  Jungle,"  starring 
Frank  Buck,  and  "Danger — Women 
At  Work"  will  be  among  the  PRC 
pictures    for   the    1943-44    season. 

1  S 
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300th  Arbitration 
Complaint  is  Filed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fused  to  license  product  on  /*'■■' 
requested,  the  Columbia  \£?  L; 
Co.,  operating  the  Columbia  Tl 
ater,  Longview,  Wash.,  entered  t- 
complaint  in  the  Portland  tribun 
Complainant  claimed  that  it  fornn 
ly  had  first-run  pictures  from  Pai 
mount  which  now  offers  them  fii 
to  the  Roxy  "because  it  is  part 
a  large  circuit."  Return  of  the  fir 
run  availability  is  asked  by  the  co: 
plainant. 


Rolla,  Mo.,  House  Gets 
Run,  Clearance  Relief 

Paramount  and  20th  Century-F 
have  been  directed  to  offer  prodi 
on  reasonable  terms  to  the  Ritz  Ti 
ater,  Rolla,  Mo.,  by  an  arbitral 
who  also  found  that  clearance  o^ 
the  Ritz  was  unreasonable.  The  i 
bitrator  found  that  Loew's  had  r 
refused  to  offer  product  to  the  Ri 
while  the  charges  against  RKO  a 
Warner  Bros,  were-  withdrawn  I 
the  hearings  in  St.  Louis  by  the  coi 
plainant. 

The  arbitrator  instructed  the  fi 
consenting  companies  to  release  p 
tures  to  the  Ritz  within  120  da 
after  territorial  release.  If  secor. 
run  is  offered,  first-run  shall  have 
days  over  the  Ritz  and  if  third-r 
is  offered,  second-run  shall  have 
days  over  the  house,  but  pictui 
shall  never  be  withheld  after  1 
days.  ^^_ 

Walter  Gould  Returns 

Walter  Gould,  UA's  foreign  ma 
ager,    returned    to    his    home    offi 
desk  yesterday,  after  an  absence 
several  weeks  due  to  illness. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


BETTY    LARRIMORE,    advertising   poster   depa 

merit  manager,  20th-Fox,  Indianapolis. 
LENORE  SCHMIDT,  booker,  Warners,  Cincinn; 
HELEN    McDonald,    Universal,    Albany. 
MRS.    TERESA    MARCELLA,    door    girl,    Oix» 

Theater,    New    Haven. 
DOROTHY    CRONIN,     assistant    manager,    Co 

nial,    Brockton,    Mass. 
MRS.    FRANK   DEANE,    manager,    Colonial,   M* 

Chester  Depot,  Vt. 
MRS.    BETTY    HARTZELL,    Boyd   Theater,   All( 

town,    Pa. 
HELEN     ELIZABEH    TINDALL,    acting    manag 

S-W    Ritz,    Wilmington,    Del. 
BETTY   SHAWE,    M-G-M   exchange,   Washingti 
MRS.    EDNA    TUCKER,    aide,    Virginia    Theat 

Portsmouth,   Pa. 
MARCARET   HAY,   office   staff,   Wilmer  & 

cent,   Richmond,   Va. 
MARIE    JOHNSON,     State    Theater,     Richmo 

Va. 

THE  FEMME  TOUCH.  

JOAN     WITTENSTEIN,      biller,      Universal,    C 

Moines. 
DOROTHY     CHRISOPHERSON,     head     usheret 

Winter    Garden.    Seattle. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
international  in  Scope 
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GOV'T  JIAY  ASK  FOR  FULL  DIVORCEMENT 

MPPDA  Abandons  Over-all  Manpower  Plan 


VAC  "Limited  Essential" 
.istings  Suggestion  Not 
fet  Submitted  to  WMC 


\\uhi»<jton  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— The  MPPDA  has  ap- 
arently  abandoned  its  attempt  to 
rork  out  an  over-all  plan  to  insure 
t  least  the  minimum  necessary  tai- 
nt manpower  requirements  for  the 
tudios.  Rep.  John  D.  Costello,  Calif., 
aid  last  month  that  he  was  expect- 
ig  a  basic  plan  from  the  MPPDA, 
nd  that  he  would  then  attempt  to 
rain  approval  for  it  from  Army  au- 
horities. 
It    was    assumed    that    the    plan 

(Continued  on  Paqe  9) 

rVPB  Lifts  $5,000 
ieiling  on  Pic  Sets 


INDUSTRY  LAUNCHES  UJA  CAMPAIGN 

Film,  Stage,  and  Radio  Leaders  Hear  Dr.  Silver  Declare 
That  Human  Rights  Will  Be  Reaffirmed 


>• 


ashington  jBurcaii  of  THE.  FILM  DAILY 
Washingtolw — WPB  yesterday  an- 
ounced  the  lifting  of  the  $5,000 
eiling  on  individual  production  sets, 
,'ith  producers  hereafter  to  request 
naterials  on  a  calendar  quarter 
asis,  with  no  cost  limitations  on  in- 
ividual  pix.     The  system,  which  is 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ndustry  Brief  Opposes 
».  R.  Block-Booking  Bill 

Sidney  Schreiber  of  the  MPPDA 
;gal  department  is  in  San  Juan, 
verto  Rico,  to  present  the  indus- 
y's    brief    on    the    proposed    anti- 

(Contiuued  on  Page  9) 
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Dimes  Fund  Already 
at  $1,317,554  Mark 

With  several  important  states  still 
not  reported,  total  collections  re- 
ported to  the  March  of  Dimes  head- 
quarters through  Monday  already 
vvere  $1,317,554,  only  $132,446  be- 
hind 1942's  total  of  $1,450,000,  ac- 
cording to  figures  released  by 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of 
the  drive.  Final  reports,  missing  from 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Wisconsin, 
California,  and  Arizona,  are  certain 
to  send  the  1943  total  ahead  of  the 
1942  figure. 


By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Uigent  necessity  of  extending 
maximum  aid  to  the  War  Emergency 
Campaign  for  refugees,  overseas 
needs  and  Palestine,  keynoted  the 
impressive  and  patriotic  annual 
luncheon  yesterday  in  the  Hotel 
Astor,  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Amusement  Division  of  United 
Jewish  Appeal  and  attended  by  some 


500  leaders  of  screen,  stage,  radio 
and  their  related  branches.  Signal- 
izing the  opening  of  the  Amusement 
Division's  drive,  co-chairmen  of 
which  are  David  B-ernstein,  Barney 
Balaban  and  Albert  Warner,  the 
event,  it  was  announced  by  UJA 
headquarters  later  in  the  day, 
brought  an  initial  contribution  of 
in  excess  of  $85,000,  with  further 
pledges  certain  to  rocket  this  figure 
(Continued  on  Page   10) 


Appeal  Board  Finds 
No  Wilmington  Delay 


The  "iiu'dvertent  error"  of  the  ap- 
peal board  in  affirming  the  decision 
of  the  arbitrator  in  the  case  of  the 
Sidney  Theater  Corp.,  Milford,  Del., 
does  not  change  the  aspect  of  the 
award,  the  appeal  board  has  ruled  in 
a  decision  issued  yesterday. 

The  appeal  board  previously  had 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Stockholders  Must  Okay 
20th-Fox  NT  Stock  Deal 


A  special  meeting  of  20th  Century- 
Fox  stockholders  will  be  necessary 
to  authorize  the  exercising  of  the 
company's  option  to  buy  Chase  Na- 
tional  Bank's    holdings    in    National 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Tells  Ohio  IT0  Metro 
Will  Adjust  Rentals 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Columbus,  O. — William  F.  Rodg- 
ers,  M-G-M  vice-president,  divided 
stellar  honors  with  Si  Fabian,  WAC 
general  chairman,  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  tenth  annual  conven- 
tion    of    the    Independent    Theater 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Paramount  Signs  Pact 
With  Local  109  for  400 


Paramount  Pictures  and  its  sub- 
sidiaries, Famous  Music  Corp.  and 
Paramount  Music  Corp.,  have  signed 
a  contract  with  the  Screen  Office  and 
Professional  Employes  Guild,  Local 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Zanuck  Salary,  20-Fox  Tops 

$168,269  to  Skouras,  $155,700  to  Goetz 


Springfield's  Juvenile 
Attendance  Ban  Lifted 


Springfield,  Mass. — Children  under 
16  were  permitted  to  enter  Spring- 
field pic  theaters  yesterday  for  the 
first  time  since  last  February.  The 
public  health  council  voted  late  Mon- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Total  remuneration  received  from 
the  corporation  by  directors  and  of- 
ficers of  20th  Century-Fox  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  was  $1,096,396.79,  it 
is  revealed  by  the  notice  of  annual 
meeting  sent  to  stockholdehs.  Larg- 
est individual  amount,  $175,100,  was 
paid  Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  director 
and  vice-president  until  Aug.  31.  Col. 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Decision  Not  Yet  Reached, 
Says  Wright;  Griffith  Pro- 
posal Called  Unacceptable 

By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   (DAILY 

Washington— Although  no  decision 
is  looked  for  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture, the  Department  of  Justice 
"very  seriously"  is  considering  press- 
ing for  complete  divorcement  of  the- 
aters from  distributors,  Robert  L. 
Wright,  one-man  unit  handling  the 
New  York  consent  decree  for  the 
anti-trust  division,  said  yesterday. 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


OWI,  Surles  to  Talk 
Belter  Combat  Pix 


Washinaton  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Lowell  Mellett,  OWI 
motion  picture  chief,  will  confer  soon 
with  Major  General  Alexander  D. 
Surles,  Army  public  relations  chief, 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


SAG  Holds  Up  Autonomy 
Plan  for  Class  B  Members 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Until    NLRB    reaches 
a  decision  on  the  question  of  holding 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Art  Is  Long,  And — 
So  Is  Appreciation 

A  dozen  key  screen,  stage  and 
radio  artists,  in  addition  to  giving 
their  personal  services  in  the  "Round 
Table  Discussion  on  the  Jewish  Fight 
for  Survival"  at  yesterday's  big  an- 
nual luncheon  of  UJA,  are  listed  as 
contributors  to  the  1943  campaign. 
Moved  by  their  inspiring  perform- 
ances and  personal  sacrifice,  Barney 
Balaban,  Amusement  Division's  co- 
chairman,  rose  at  the  dais  and  an- 
nounced that  he  has  given,  as  a  tes- 
timonial to  the  artists,  a  check  for 
$1,000  to  UJA.  They  are:  Conrad 
Thibault,  Al  and  Lee  Reiser,  Joseph 
Schildkraut,  Arleen  Whelan,  Doris 
Nolan,  Sam  Jaffee,  Alexander  Kirk- 
land,  Ben  Grauer,  George  Hamilton 
Combs,  Tony  Leader,  and  Wilbur 
Evans. 
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Norman  Moray  on  Tour 

Norman  H.  Moray,  Warners  short 
subject  sales  manager,  left  yester- 
day for  a  tour  of  exchanges  includ- 
ing Albany,  Buffalo,  Boston  and  De- 
triot.    He  will  be  gone  about  a  week. 
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Tells  Ohio  ITO  Metro 
Will  Adjust  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Owners  of  Ohio  yesterday  at  the 
Deshler-Wallick  Hotel. 

Without  ado  Rodgers  fired  his  first 
shot  at  Allied's  biggest  complaint, 
the  high  cost  of  film.  "The  high  cost 
of  film  has  been  a  subject  of  debate 
during  all  of  the  33  years  I  have 
been  in  this  business,"  Rodgers  said, 
'but  I  find  that  during  all  these 
years  few  exhibitors  have  gone  out 
of  business  because  of  high  film  rent- 
als. The  majority  have  prospered, 
including  M-G-M,  which  we  could 
not  have  done  if  high  rentals  had 
retarded  the  industry." 

Expressing  alarm  at  frequent 
evidences  of  distrust  which  widen 
the  breach  between  exhibitors  and 
distributors,  Rodgers  asked  for  in- 
dustry unity  without  Government 
control  in  either  branch  because, 
"Government  control  of  one  branch 
means  Government  control  of  all 
branches." 

Rodgers  pledged  his  help  to  exhibitors  in 
war  casualty  locations  stating  he  is  prepared 
to  go  all  out  to  keep  them  going  and  re- 
peating a  former  invitation  to  bring  their 
problems  to  him  personally  for  adjustment  and 
solution  together  with  all  the  facts.  As  for 
other  Allied  complaints  against  alleged  high 
film  costs  Rodgers  said :  "I  have  no  quarrel 
with  Allied.  We  are  prepared  to  be  tolerant 
in  our  dealings,  but  we  are  not  going  to  be 
suckers.  If  you  are  entitled  to  buy  our  pic- 
tures cheaper  present  the  facts  to  me  and  an 
adjustment  will  be  made.  You  have  tried  to 
compel  us  to  reduce  film  costs.  In  this  you 
have  been  unsuccessful,  so  why  not  try  the 
reverse  and  see  what  co-operation  can  ac- 
complish?" 

Sliding    Scale  a    Right    Step 

The  sliding  scale,  Rodgers  said,  while  not 
a  perfect  solution  is  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection. He  admitted  some  errors  in  the  policy 
which  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  correct..  In 
a  question  and  answer  period  following  his 
talk,  Rodgers  admitted  that  the  unit  price 
system  of  a  sliding  scale  should  allow  the 
exhibitor  to  allocate  the  playing  time  of 
designated  units,  that  he  is  willing  to  play 
every  picture  on  percentage  provided  his 
pictures  play  outstanding  holidays  as  well  as 
slump  weeks,  that  he  is  ready  to  experiment 
on  mid-week  percentage  dates  on  big  pic- 
tures where  exhibitors  object  to  Sunday 
dates,  and  that  it  may  be  a  mistake  to  adhere 
to    preferred    playing   time. 

Si  Fabian,  who  preceded  Rodgers,  spoke 
enthusiastically  in  behalf  of  Government-WAC 
films  and  of  "Prelude  to  War,"  soon  to  be 
distributed ;  for  a  better  co-operation  in  sub- 
mitting reports  of  theater  drives  so  that  the 
industry  can  claim  its  just  reward.  Speaking 
of  the  Government  shorts  and  also  of  "Pre- 
lude to  War,"  both  Fabian  and  Rodgers 
stressed  the  fact  that  on  these  pictures  all 
clearance  except  priority  has  been  eliminated. 
Speed  of  distribution  is  retarded  only  by 
print    availability. 

"While  'Prelude  to  War'  may  not  be  so 
hot  for  exhibitors,  we  have  no  course  but  to 
play  it  and  do  a  good  job.  It  is  a  Govern- 
ment order,"  Fabian  said.  Rodgers  predicted 
that  if  there  was  not  sufficient  exhibitor  co- 
operation in  the  showing  of  Government  films, 
the  industry  is  faced  with  the  possibility  of 
the  Government  requisitioning  designated 
screen  hours  each  week.  "For  our  own 
good,"  he  said,  "it  behooves  us  to  show 
Washington   we  need   no   regulation." 

Reporting  on  current  state  legislation,  Sec- 
retary P.  J.  Wood  stated  a  bill  relaxing  work- 
ing hours  for  women  and  minors  from  45 
to  50  hours  a  week  had  passed  the  Senate, 
was  approved  by  the  House  labor  committee 
and  is  now  before  the  House.  The  Senate 
has  a  bill  making  it  a  felony  carrying  a 
penitentiary  sentence  to  show  obscene  pic- 
tures._  Another  Senate  bill  would  relax  the 
examination  of  firemen  in  charge  of  sta- 
tionary boilers  of  less  than  15-pound  pressure. 
\  bill  before  the  House  is  aimed  at  lotteries, 
with  churches  seeking  exemption.  And  an- 
other bill  aimed  to  eliminate  blind-checking 
by  making  it  prohibitive  to  obtain  receipts  at 
motion   picture   theaters   is   before   the   House. 


"Hello,  Frisco,  Hello" 
Tops  at  Army  Posts 

Twentieth-Fox  supplied  two  out  of 
the  five  top  box  office  pix  in  War 
Dept.  theaters  in  April,  K.  B.  Mur- 
ray, director  of  the  Army  Motion 
Picture  Service,  reported  yesterday. 
Twentieth  -  Fox's  "Hello,  Frisco, 
Hello"  led  the  b.o.  parade,  and  its 
"My  Friend  Flicka"  was  third.  RKO's 
"Flight  for  Freedom"  placed  second, 
Republic's  "Hit  Parade  of  1943," 
fourth,  and  Warners'  "Edge  of  Dark- 
ness"   was   fifth. 


Einfeld  and  Aides  Set 
"Action"— Maritime  Tieup 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Under  a  tieup  that 
was  practically  set  yesterday  be- 
tween the  National  Maritime  Com- 
mission and  Charles  Einfeld,  War- 
ners director  of  advertilsing  and 
publicity,  and  a  delegation  from  the 
Warner  home  office  in  New  York, 
the  film  company's  merchant  marine 
pic,  "Action  in  the  North  Atlantic," 
will  receive  nation-wide  co-operation 
from  the  Commission.  Objective  is 
to  utilize  the  picture  in  getting  en- 
listments for  the  merchant  marine. 
To  this  end,  the  first  several  hun- 
dred openings  of  the  picture  in  coas- 
tal and  inland  ports  will  be  inten- 
sively exploited  with  the  all-out  help 
of  the  Commission. 

In  addition  to  Einfeld,  those  who 
conferred  with  Mark  O'Dea,  direc- 
tor of  the  National  Maritime  Com- 
mission's division  of  public  relations, 
and  his  assistants,  included  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Mitchell  Rawson,  Will 
Yolen  and  Irving  Yergin.  Details 
will  be  worked  out  at  further  con- 
ferences today  and  possibly  tomor- 
row. 


Army  Raises  Print  Ante 
For  "Prelude  to  War" 


The  War  Dept.  is  making  avail- 
able an  extra  100  or  a  total  of  250 
prints  of  "Prelude  to  War,"  the 
WAC  was  advised  yesterday,  per- 
mitting distribution  plans  to  he  ex- 
pedited. A  special  batch  of  31  prints 
is  being  rushed  by  the  Army's  labor- 
atories, one  to  each  exchange,  for 
screenings  for  exhibitors,  the  press, 
radio   stations,   the  clergy,   etc. 

In  presenting  "Prelude  to  War" 
on  the  New  York  Strand  bill,  for  a 
week  starting  tomorrow  Warners 
will  be  devoting  five  hours  daily  to 
the  showing  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment "orientation"  film.  This 
amounts  to  35  hours  for  the  week, 
equivalent  to  about  10  full  perform- 
ances of  the  regular  bill,  cutting 
down  the  potential  business  turn- 
over by  that  much. 


Speakers  at  last  night's  banquet  were  Gov- 
ernor Bricker.  Rodgers,  Robert  J.  O'Donnell 
and  Abram  F.  Myers.  Screening  of  Para- 
mount's  "Fives  Graves  to  Cairo"  followed 
the  banquet  winding  up  the  day's  festivities 
with    a   buffet    lunch    at   the   Variety    Club. 

A  business  session  for  exhibitors  only 
will  be  held  today.  All  distributors  are  rep 
resented  here,  also  NTS  and  NSS.  Charle 
Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer.  presented  Miss 
M-G-M  at  a  Bond  booth.  Every  Bond  pur 
chaser  is  entitled  to  participate  in  a  draw 
ing  for  a  $50  prize  Bond,  presented  by  M-G-M 


COmiltG  and  GOIRG 


BEN  PIAZZA,  RKO  studio  casting  director 
is  here  for  conferences  with  Arthur  Willi 
company's    Eastern    talent   scout. 

MARTHA  O'DRISCOLL  arrived  in  town  yester 
day  from  Henderson,   Ky.,  where  she  wound  up 
USO    tour   on   Sunday. 

HARRY  LINK,  general  professional  manage 
for  Leo  Feist,  Inc.,  is  on  the  Coast  fc  <on 
ferences   at    M-G-M. 

JOHN  MURRAY  ANDERSON  departs  flr4  th, 
M-C-M   studios  on  June    1. 

NATHAN  E.  GOLDSTEIN,  president  of  West 
ern  Massachusetts  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  returne 
to  Springfield  from  a  business  trip  to  New  York 

ZAC  FREEDMAN,  publicity  director  for  th. 
Ted  Collins  organization,  returns  from  Holly 
wood  this  week  after  stopovers  in  San  Francisco 
Des    Moines   and    Chicago. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  COE  has  returned  fron 
Florida. 

NICHOLAS  NAPOLI,  Artkino  prexy,  ha: 
left  for  the  Coast  to  confer  with  Paramount 
studio  execs,  on  the  Soviet  pic,  "Victory  in 
Stalingrad''     which     Para,    will    distribute     here. 

CORP.  LEO  BRODY,  AAF,  formerly  in  Para.'i 
h.o.  publicity  department,  is  on  furlough  from 
Tucson,    Ariz. 


Will  Honor  Eckhardt 
With  Two  Testimonials 


Chicago  —  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th- 
Fox  exchange  head  who  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Los  Angeles 
branch,  will  be  honored  with  two  tes- 
timonials. Employes  club  will  tender 
a  dinner  and  reception  on  the  Mor- 
ris Hotel  on  Friday  and  the  Variety 
Club  will  give  him  a  dinner  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel  May  21.  Variety 
Club  meets  Saturday  to  appoint  a 
director  to  take  Eckhardt' s  place  on 
the   board. 


$2,500,000  Budget  for 
Goldwyn's  "North  Star" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
hiked  the  budget  for  Lillian  Hell- 
man's  original,  "The  North  Star," 
to  $2,500,000  and  increased  the  shoot- 
ing schedule  to  120  days,  twice  as 
long  as  any  previous  Goldwyn  film. 
Miss  Hellman  will  remain  at  the  stu- 
dio for  final  shooting. 


Harry  Goldberg  to  Milwaukee 

Harry  Goldberg,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Warner 
Theaters,  left  last  night  for  Milwau- 
kee to  set  up  the  opening  of  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow"  at  the  Warner  The- 
ater there  on  May  21.  He  will  also 
stop  in  Chicago  before  returning  to 
New  York  the  latter  part  of  the 
week. 


1560 
Broadway 


Watch  for  the 

box-office  EXPLOSION 


@f  R#0 


// 


BOMBARDIER 


// 


the  block-buster  of  a 


ill 


ACTION- 


L- SERVICE  SHOWS! 


THUNDEROUS  THOUSAND-PLANE 
WORLD  PREMIERE  IN  50  SOUTH- 
WESTERN CITIES  BEGINNING  MAY  16! 


Sponsored  by  the  TEXAS  QUALITY 
NETWORK  ...  a  blanket  barrage  of 
radio  coverage  in  a  round-the-clock 
bombardment  of  sensational  "spot"  and 
"show"  promotions  ...  A  gigantic  show- 
manship push  spearheaded  by  the  spec- 
tacular events  at  Albuquerque,  N.  M., 
and  for  the  Army  Air  Forces  at  nearby 
Kirt  land  Field,  N.  M.,  where  much  of 
the  picture  was  filmed ! 


AHD  HERE  ARE  JUST  SOME  OF  THE  CITIES: 


SAN  ANTONIO 

AUSTIN 

WACO 

McALLEN 

WICHITA  FALLS 

DONNA 

DENTON 

SAN  MARCOS 

BIG  SPRINGS 

DALLAS 

EL  PASO 

GALVESTON 

SAN  BENITO 

TEMPLE 


MERCEDES 

PARIS 

SHERMAN 

LUBBOCK 

FT.  WORTH 

AMARILLO 

CORPUS  CHRISTI 

ABILENE 

HARLINGEN 

CORSICANA 

TYLER 

MUSKOGEE 

MIDLAND 

HOUSTON 


DENISON 
VERNON 
SAN  ANGELO 
GAINSVILLE 

BROWNSVILLE 
LAREDO 
BROWNWOOD 
WESLACO 

BRECKENRIDGE 
EASTLAND 

RANGER 
CLEBURNE 


StMBEBfs 


WLEH  WWGSl 


»AT  O'BRIEN  as  the  devil- 
Inay-care  bombing  trainer, 
fc/ith  his  fighting  eye  on  Tokyo. 


. . .  t old  in  a  blasting  bomb-run  of 
romance  and  thrills... in  the  story 
of  a  lovely  girl  —  and  of  three 
fliers  who  knew  how  to  make  a 
direct  hit  on  a  woman's  heart!... 
The  mighty  picture  that  shows  the 
making  of  the  boys  now  making 
it  hot  for  the  Axis! 


SEE  THE  BOMBING 
OF  TOKYO  RIGHT 
BEFORE  YOUR  VERY 

EYES!!!! 


RANDOLPH  SCOTT  as 

cocky,  lone-wolf  pilot,  v 
inga  one-man  war  of  hisc 


STARRING 


WALTER  REEDas  the  Bom- 
bardier  Cadet,  caught  be- 
tween the  two  veteran  rivals. 


PAT  O'BRIEN 
RANDOLPH  SCOTT 

ANNE  SHIRLEY- EDDIE  ALBERT 

Produced  by  ROBERT  FELLOWS  •  Directed  by  RICHARD  WALLACE 


Screen  Play  by  JOHN  TWIST 
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Goelz  20lh-Fox  Slock 
Holdings  Sharply  Cut 


Proposed  nominees  for  re-election 
is  directors  of  20th  Centurv-Fox  as 
if  April  1  held  a  total  of  75,837 
.'1  24  shares  of  common  and  20,807 
shares  of  preferred  stock  in 
ih^i ompany,  it  is  revealed  in  the  no- 
i»5j  Jo  stockholders  of  the  annual 
nesting  May  18. 

Largest  holder  of  both  common 
find  preferred  then  was  William 
joetz,  production  vice-president,  and 
issociate  who  owned  66,879  15/24 
hares  of  common  and  20,732  9/12 
hares  of  preferred. 

Notice  indicated  that  the  sale  on 
ilay  5  of  60,000  shares  of  common 
nd  20,000  shares  of  preferred  stock 
ty  Goetz  and  an  associate  decreased 
he  holdings  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
ol.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  associates 
o  approximately  6.57  per  cent  of  the 
utstanding  voting  stock.  They  held 
bout  9.59  per  cent  as  of  April  1. 
Ichenck  owns  beneficially,  directly 
r  indirectly,  36,192%  shares  of  com- 
rion  and  8,283  9/12,  while  Colonel 
anuck  owns  beneficially,  directly  or 
idirectly,  92,129  12/24  shares  of 
ommon  but  no  preferred.  Addition- 
lly,  30,000  shares  of  common  are 
«ld  in  irrevocable  trusts  for  Za- 
uck's  family.) 
President  Spyros  P.  Skouras  holds 
250  shares  of  common  and  five 
lares  of  preferred;  William  C. 
[ichel,  executive  vice-president,  has 
393  6/24  common  shares  and  6/12 
a  preferred  share,  while  Wendell 
.  Willkie,  board  chairman,  has  1,- 
>0  shares  of  common. 

Attorney  William  P.  Philins  holds  1.001 
arts,  Thomas  J.  Connors,  distribution  vice- 
esident.  100  shares;  and  Seton  Porter.  17h 
ares  of  common.  Treasurer  Sydney  Towell 
5  33   12/24  shares  of  common  and  67  shares 

preferred  stock. 
Qualifying  holdings  of  one  share  each  of 
mmon  and  preferred  are  in  the  name  of 
hn  R.  Dillon;  Felix  A.  Jenkins,  secretarv 
d  general  attorney,  holds  two  shares  of 
mmon ;  Daniel  O.  Hastings  has  one  com- 
hare   and    Hermann    (i.    Place,   chairman 

the  executive  committee,  holds  6/24  of  a 
mmon  share  and  6'12  of  a  preferred  shnre 
As  of  April  1,  Chase  National  held  667,- 
S  6  12  shares  of  20th-Fox  preferred,  rep 
enting  25.195  of  the  outstanding  voting 
ck.       Chase    also    was    the    beneficial    holder 

15.8  per  cent  of  the  outstanding  voting 
ck  of  General  Precision  Equipment   Corp. — 

513  shares— while  OPEC  in  turn  held  185,- 
1  shares  of  20th-Fox  common,  or  7  per 
it  of  the  outstanding  voting   stock. 

loL  Salesmen  Get  "C"  Cards 
Chicago  —  Chicago  film  salesmen 

le  now  receiving  "C"  gasoline  ra- 
wing cards. 


Karl    MacDonald  Ed   Halperin 


1  Column  In  Khaki  (Continued) 

(EDITORS  NOTE:  Yesterday,  Sergt.  Dave  Golding,  former  member 
of  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  editorial  staff,  and  now  with  "The  Stars  and 
Stripes,"  U.  S.  Army  newspaper,  told  in  a  special  dispatch  how  the 
amusement  situation  stacks  up  in  Algiers.  The  following  are  conclud- 
ing notes  in  his  account,  passed  by  the  Field  Press  Censor  for  pub- 
lication)— 

•  •  •  ALGIERS  also  has  its  Opera  House,  a  modern  structure 
where  the  local  symphony  and  drama  groups  perform  over  the  week- 
end  The  symphony  is  only  fair But  one  Sunday  they  intro- 
duced a  young,  attractive  soprano  who  really  could  sing Her  voice 

sounded  good  enough  for  the  Met Her  looks  were  up  to  Hollywood 

standards It  was  an  unexpected  thrill 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      THE  American  Red  Cross,  of  course,  is  doing  its  best  to 

jill  the  social  void  for  the  dogfaces  here There  are  dances  which 

French   girls,   most    of    them    chaperoned    by   Mama,   attend It    is 

something  to  see  them  jitterbug  with  some  of  the  GI  rugcutters 

I'm  afraid  ballroom  dancing  will  never  be  the  same  either  iti  England 

or  here,  or  wherever  there  are   U.  S.   troops The  girls  have  got 

their  taste  of  swing,  and  do  they  love  it Movies  are  sliown  at  the 

Red  Cross  Club  regularly,  and  occasionally  there  is  a  16  mm.  which  is 
fairly  recent,  but  "Pride  of  the  Yankees,"  "Holiday  Inn,"  and  the 
others  •which  the  boys  are  keen  on  seeing  just  haven't  arrived 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     NO  account  of  Algiers  should  overlook  the  young,  barefoot 

Arab  bootblacks They  pop  out  of  nowhere  and  won't   take  no  for 

an    answer Their    patter    will    go    something    like    this:     "Jeepers. 

Creepers.   Shine   Johnny," — and   occasionally   a   few   choice    cuss    words 

which  they  pick  up  quickly Cigarettes,  gum  and  candy  are  prized 

items Pass  them  out  to  one  or  two  and  you  start  a  street  riot 

▼  Y  ▼ 

•  •  •  THERE  are  two  morning  newspapers  and  one  afternoon 
paper,  usually  one  sheet,  which  the  kids  peddle  just  like  the  newsies 
back  home 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  WAACs  are  her  and  they  make  a  pleasant  addition  to 

the  scene For  a  change,  the  enlisted  man  gets  a  break  since  the 

girls  are  not  supposed  to  date  officers 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AND  then  there  is  the  story  of  The  Stars  and  Stripes  and 

how  it  is  printed  in  the  plant  of  a  French  newspaper It  is  amazing 

how  far  you  can  get  on  pidgin  French,  but  newspaper  folk  are  news- 
paper folk  the  world  over,— so  The  Stars  and  Stripes  roll  off  the  press 

on  schedule . . . .'.  .But  I'll  save   that  for  another   time Sincerely, 

(signed)  Dave 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


DATE  BOOK 


Today:     Columbia    sales    meeting,    Chicago. 

Today:     ITO   of   Ohio   convention,   Columbus. 

May   11:     United      Jewish      Appeal      Amusement 
Division    luncheon,    Hotel    Astor. 

May  17:     Technicolor  stockholders  mitring,  N*w 
YoTk. 

May  18:     K-A-0  stockholders'  meeting. 

May      23-24:      ITO     of     Arkansas     Convention, 
Marion    Hotel,     Little    Rock. 

May  25:     RKO     golf     tournament,     Westchester 
Country   Club. 

May  26-28:     Columbia  sales  meeting,  New  York. 

June  5-6:     Columbia   sales    meeting,    Frisco. 

June  9:     TO  of   Oklahoma   annual    meeting   Skir- 
vin   Hotel,   Oklahoma  City. 

June  15:     Paramount    stockholders'    meeting. 

June  29-July      1 :     New     Jersey     Allied     annual 
meeting,   Hollywood   Hotel,  West   End,  N.  J. 


Stockholders  Must  Okay 
20th-Fox  NT  Stock  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Theaters  Corp.  for  $13,000,000  and 
other  considerations,  it  is  revealed 
by  the  notice  of  the  annual  meeting 
May   18. 

At  present  20th-Fox  owns  42  per 
cent  of  National  Theaters'  outstand- 
ing capital  stock  and  Chase  the  other 
58  per  cent,  with  20th-Fox  holding 
an  option  on  the  Chase  shares  which 
expires  Aug.  31,  with  certain  ar- 
rangements providing  for  extensions 
to  Nov.  30. 

As  consideration  for  the  granting 
of  the  option,  20th-Fox  agrees  at  any 
time  within  five  years  at  the  request 
of  Chase,  to  register  and  qualify  at 
the  expenses  of  20th-Fox  the  hold- 
ings of  Chase  of  the  stock  of  20th- 
Fox  under  the  appropriate  securi- 
ties acts,  both  Federal  and  State, 
and  to  give  certain  indemnities  to 
any  underwriters  or  distributing 
groups  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
tribution  of  the  holdings. 


Stars  at  Chi.  Hearst  Rally 

Chicago  —  The  Herald-American 
"We  are  an  American"  rally  Sunday, 
wili  have  Bing  Crosby,  Paulette  God- 
dard  and  Eric  Von  Stroheim  as  head- 
liners. 


It's  Major  Problem 
With  a  Minor  Wife 

Detroit — An  appeal,  instigated  by 
a  21-year-old  husband,  William  Lin- 
dorfer,  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
City  Council  asking  that  body  to 
revise  the  local  movie  curfew  ordin- 
ance. Lindorfer  is  a  war  worker  on 
the  night  shift,  with  an  18-year- 
old  bride.  Because  the  latter  is  under 
21, — minors  below  that  age  are  pro- 
hibited from  attending  pic  shows  be- 
tween 2  and  6  a.m. — ,  theater  man- 
agements deny  her  admittance.  The 
youthful  hubby  maintains  that  man- 
agers have  even  refused  to  honor 
his  marriage  license  as  evidence  of 
his    wife's    wedded    status. 
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"Sarong  Girl" 

with  Ann  Corio 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Monogram  70  Mins. 

PIC  HAS  PLENTY  TO  RECOMMEND  IT 
BUT  THE  STORY  IS  STRICTLY  ROUTINE. 

There  is  a  lot  to  recommend  "Sarong 
Girl,"  in  the  way  of  entertainment — but 
some  customers  will  find  it  rather  weak 
fare  for  a  picture  star-billing  bumper  Ann 
Corio.  However,  Tim  and  Irene  and  Johnny 
"Scat"  Davis  and  his  band  have  been  given 
excellent  material   and  deliver  solidly. 

The  screenplay  by  Charles  Marion  and 
Arthur  Hoerl,  with  additional  dialogue  by 
Tim  Ryan  is  well  constructed  and  spotted 
with  belly  laugh  lines.  Arthur  Dreifuss 
does  an  able  job  of  direction,  and  Philip 
Krasne  and  his  associate  producer,  James 
S.    Burkett,   have   given    it   nice    production. 

The  one  thing  your  patrons  will  gab 
about  though  is  the  apparent  discovery 
for  pictures  of  a  crackerjack  team  of 
comics,  Tim  and  Irene  Ryan  of  radio  fame. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  if  any  comics 
have  anything  this  couple  haven't  got, 
they've  been  keeping  it  well  hidden  these 
many  years.  Irene's  warbling  of  a  sad 
ballad  during  a  wedding  is  as  funny  a  bit 
as  any  performer  has  ever  done  for  the 
glass   eye  of  a   camera. 

The  yarn  is  stock.  A  bad  girl  gets  her- 
self arrested  for  swinging  on  a  curtain  in 
a  burleycue  house  and  swears  vengeance 
against  the  bluenose  who  saw  that  she  re- 
reived  a  jail  term — even  though  the  judge 
paroled  her  into  the  custody  of  a  non- 
existent mother.  The  bluenose  keeps  after 
her  until  he  discovers  the  business  about 
the  phoney  parent  and  has  her  arrested 
just  as  she   is  about  to  wed   his  son. 

It  al!  winds  up  with  mother  (Mary 
Gordon),  confessing,  the  dancer  (Corio), 
jilting  the  son  (Bill  Henry),  and  marrying 
the   lawyer,    (Damian    O'Flynn). 

It's  good  fun  with  Tim  and  Irene  at  their 
best.  The  show  is  also  embellished  by 
the  presence  of  Johnny  "Scat"  Davis  and 
his   band. 

CAST:  Ann  Corio,  Tim  Ryan,  Irene  Ryan, 
Mantan  Moreland,  Bill  Henry,  Johnnie 
"Scat"  Davis,  Damian  O'Flynn,  Owen  Ken- 
yon,  Henry  Kolker,  Mary  Gordon,  Charles 
Williams,  Betty  Blythe,  Charles  Jordan, 
Lorraine   Krueger,  Paul  Bryar. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Philip  H.  Krasne; 
Associate  producer,  James  S.  Burkett; 
Director,  Arthur  Dreifuss;  Authors,  Charles 
R.  Marion  and  Arthur  Hoerl;  Screenplay, 
same;  Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler,  ASC; 
Additional  Dialogue,  Tim  Ryan;  Art  Director, 
Dave  Milton;  Editor,  Carl  Pierson;  Musical 
Director,  Edward  Kay;  Sound,  Tom  Lambert. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Springfield's  Juvenile 
Attendance  Ban  Lifted 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day  to  rescind  its  ban,  placed  during 
the  height  of  a  scarlet  fever  epi- 
demic. The  epidemic  has  not  abated 
entirely,  the  council  said  in  making 
the  announcement,  but  the  greatly 
decreased  number  of  cases,  down  to 
40  a  week  from  a  high  of  110, 
showed  that  it  was  definitely  on  its 
way  out. 


'Stage  Door  Canteen' 


with  Cheryl  Walker,  William  Terry  and  These  Stars  at  the  Stage  Door  Canteen: 

Judith  Anderson,  Henry  Armetta,  Kenny  Baker,  Tallulah  Bankhead,  Ralph  Bellamy,  €dgar 
Bergen  and  Charlie  McCarthy,  Ray  'Bolger,  Ina  Claire,  Katharine  Cornell,  Jane  Cowl,  Virginia  Field, 
Gracie  Fields,  Lynn  Fontanne,  Billy  Gilbert,  Virginia  Grey,  Helen  Hayes,  Katharine  Hepburn,  Hugh 
Herbert,  Jean  Hersholt,  Sam  Jaffe,  Allen  Jenkins,  George  Jessel,  Otto  Kruger,  Gertrude  Lawrence, 
Gypsy  Rose  Lee,  Alfred  lunt,  Aline  MacMahon,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Harpo  Marx,  Yehudi  Menuhin, 
Ethel  Merman,  Ralph  Morgan,  Alan  Mowbray,  Paul  Muni,  Merle  Oberon,  Brock  Pemberton,  George 
Raft,  Lanny  Ross,  Selena  Royle,  Martha  Scott,  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner,  Ned  Sparks,  'Ethel  Wafers, 
Johnny  Weissmuller,  Arleen  Whelan,  Ed  Wynn,  and  these  bands:  Count  Basie,  Xavier  Cugat, 
Benny  Goodman,  Kay  Kyser,  Guy  Lombardo,  Freddie  Martin. 
UA-Lesser  132  Mins. 

THIS  ONE  GOES  "ALL  OUT"  FOR  ENTERTAINMENT  WITH  LAUGHS,  MUSIC 
AND  ROMANCE;   BURSTS  WITH   TALENT. 

The  business  of  showing  the  public  a  good  time  has  been  attended  to  with  supreme 
competence  and  amazing  thoroughness  by  Sol  Lesser  in  his  latest  screen  offering — 
verily  a  film  gourmand's  delight.  In  "Stage  Door  Canteen,"  a  triumph  of  showmanship 
that  should  easily  take  to  exploitation,  the  producer  has  compounded  entertainment 
that  possesses  every  ingredient  that  piques  the  popular  taste.  The  customers'  reaction 
is  certain  to  be  one  to  add  to  the  stock  of  ecstatic  moments  in  an  exhibitor's  life. 
Boxoffice   is  scribbled  all  over  the   production — and   with   unmistakable   boldness. 

Audiences  will  find  joy  in  every  second  of  this  picture,  an  extraordinarily  lively 
affair  in  which  there  is  constantly  something  going  on  to  fix  the  attention.  The  film 
is  vivid  with  a  sense  of  life  that  readily  communicates  itself  to  the  audience.  The 
scenes  in  the  New  York  Stage  Door  Canteen,  that  theater-endowed  refuge  for  service 
men  looking  for  a  wholesome  evening's  fun  without  cost,  have  about  them  an  informal 
candid-camera  quality  that  makes  for  a  feeling  of  spontaneity.  There  is  a  pleasantly 
impromptu  air  about  the  entertainment  contributed  by  the  worthies  of  stage,  screen 
and  radio  who,  playing  themselves,  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  canteen  in  the  film. 

"Stage  Door  Canteen"  puts  on  a  terrific  display  of  talent.  The  parade  of  notables 
of  the  amusement  world  seen  at  the  canteen  either  as  entertainers  or  personnel  is 
interminable.  Also  on  hand  are  six  top-ranking  bands — those  of  Count  Basie,  Xavier 
Cugat,  Benny  Goodman,   Kay   Kyser,  Guy   Lombardo,   Freddie   Martin. 

In  contrast  the  performers  in  the  story  for  which  the  canteen  is  the  background 
seem  inconsequential,  although  their  work  is  above  reproach.  Some  of  these  names 
should  become  of  greater  consequence  as  the  result  of  their  showing  in  "Stage  Door 
Canteen."  Particularly  worthy  of  mention  are  Cheryl  Walker,  William  Terry,  Marjorie 
Riordan,  Lon  McCallister  and  Margaret  Early.  For  a  newcomer  Miss  Walker,  who  plays 
the   leading  role,  has  considerable   to  offer  besides   looks. 

Practically  all  the  action  takes  place  at  the  canteen.  What  story  there  is  tells 
about  two  soldiers  who  fall  in  love  with  hostesses  there  in  their  efforts  to  gather  a 
few  memories  before  they  shove  off  for  overseas.  Sudden  sailing  orders  terminate  the 
love-making.  Although  the  story  is  along  familiar  lines,  it  serves  its  purpose  well.  It 
is  a  story  with  more  than  a  few  affecting  moments. 

Some  15  tunes  are  scattered  through  the  production.  The  song  credits  go  to 
Al  Dubin,  Jimmy  Monaco,  Richard  Rodgers,  Lcrenz  Hart,  Joe  Moody,  Harry  Miller,  Bob 
Reed,  Al  Huffman,  Mann  Curtis,  Cy  Corbin,  Jerry  Livingston,  Albert  Hay  Mellotte, 
Castro  Valencia,  Joe  Pasumy. 

The  screenplay  of  Delmer  Daves  overlooks  no  opportunity  for  entertainment.  Frank 
Borzage  has  contributed  competent  direction  that  is  swift  and  fluid. 

CAST:  Cheryl  Walker,  William  Terry,  Marjorie  Riordan,  Lon  McCallister,  Margaret 
Early,  Michael  Harrison,  Dorothea  Kent,  Fred  Brady,  Marion  Shockley,  Patrick  O'Moore, 
Judith  Anderson,  Kenny  Baker,  Tallulah  Bankhead,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie 
McCarthy,  Ray  Bolger,  Ina  Claire,  Katharine  Cornell,  Jane  Cowl,  Gracie  Fields,  Lynn 
Fontanne,  Virginia  Grey,  Helen  Hayes,  Katharine  Hepburn,  Hugh  Herbert,  Jean  Hersholt, 
Allen  Jenkins,  George  Jessel,  Otto  Kruger,  Gertrude  Lawrence,  Gypsy  Rose  Lee,  Alfred 
Lunt,  Aline  MacMahon,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Harpo  Marx,  Yehudi  Menuhin,  Ethel  Merman, 
Ralph  Morgan,  Alan  Mowbray,  Paul  Muni,  Merle  Oberon,  George  Raft,  Lanny  Ross, 
Martha  Scott,  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner,  Ned  Sparks,  Ethel  Waters,  Brock  Pemberton, 
Johnny  Weissmuller,  Arleen  Whelan,  Ed  Wynn,  Henry  Armetta,  Sam  Jaffe,  Selena 
Royle,   Virginia    Field,    Billy   Gilbert. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  Lesser;  Associate  Producer,  Barnett  Briskin;  Director, 
Frank  Borzage;  Screenplay,  Delmer  Daves;  Cameraman,  Harry  Wild;  Art  Director,  Hans 
Peters;   Film  Editor,   Hal   Kern;   Musical  Supervisor,   Freddie   Rich. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"Chicken  Every  Sunday' 
For  N.  Y.  Stage  First 


West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Edward  Gross  has 
bought  the  dramatic  rights  to  Rose- 
mary Taylor's  first  novel,  "Chicken 
Every  Sunday." 

Gross  will  have  the  story  drama- 
tized and  presented  on  the  New  York 
stage  before  picturizing  it.  He  is 
now  negotiating  for  a  major  re- 
lease. 


"Duffy's  Tavern"  Will 
Start  Shooting  July  1 

Screen  version  of  "Duffy's  Tav- 
ern" will  go  into  production  on  July 
1.  Produced  by  Jack  Moss  under 
the  sponsorship  of  Leo  Spitz  and 
Jack  Skirball,  "Duffy's  Tavern"  will 
be  based  on  an  original  screenplay 
utilizing  new  material  as  well  as 
some  of  the  best  situations  out  of 
the  radio  program.  Ed  Gardner, 
Shirley  Booth  and  other  members  of 
the  broadcast  will  be  featured. 


WPB  Lifts  $5,000 
Ceiling  in  Pic  Sets 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
effective  July  1,  is  not  designed  to 
permit  any  greater  use  of  materials, 
Chief  reason  for  the  change  is  to 
eliminate  costly  and  lengthy  appeals 
and  applications  for  permissio^+o 
exceed  the  $5,000  limit  on  indhC^,.] 
productions.  These  requests  vrert 
granted  in  most  cases,  but  the  new 
arrangement  will  mean  that  a  studic 
can  exceed  the  limit  on  individual 
pix  without  special  authorization  il 
sets  for  other  pix  have  cost  less  thar 
$5,000. 

Any  producer  who  wishes  to  work  under  th 
new  system  at  once  without  waiting  for  Jul; 
1,  may  file  form  PD-200  for  the  months  o 
May  and  June.  In  any  event,  form  PD-2(Ji 
which  provides  for  listing  of  requirements  fo 
the  quarter  rather  than  for  individual  pro 
ductions,   must   be   filed   prior  to  June   1. 

Actual  effect  of  the  order  is  small,  sine 
the  $5,000  ceiling  has  never  been  especiall 
meaningful.  Frequent  authorization  to  ex 
ceed  it  has  been  granted  and  in  other  case 
producers  have  been  able  to  use  material 
from  inventory,  with  the  $5,000  ceiling  ar. 
plying  only  to  material  bought  specificall 
for     the     individual     pix. 

A  letter  sent  to  producers  yesterday  b 
WPB  says  in  part  "to  the  extent  possibl 
applications  should  forecast  the  propose 
construction  and  should  be  accompanied  b 
an  estimate  of  the  total  cost  of  such  propose 
construction  for  the  calendar  quarter  involve 
containing  a  preliminary  materials  list.  Thi 
list  should  set.  forth  the  materials  to  Y 
used  and  should  be  broken  down  to  the  fu 
lest  extent  possible.  Where  possible,  schet 
ules  of  deliveries  of  specific  quantities  of  m; 
terials  should  be  shown.  Commitments  fc, 
the  purchase  of  materials  may  be  made  in 
mediately    upon    approval    of    applications. 

"The  application  is  to  cover  all  propose 
construction  for  the  quarter.  The  prelimii 
ary  materials  list  should  cover  all  constru' 
tion  as  a  group  and  should  not  be  itemize 
in    terms   of   individual   pictures." 


SAG  Holds  Up  Autonomy 
Plan  for  Class  B  Members 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

an  election  to  determine  a  collectrv 
bargaining  agency  for  extra  player 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild  will  n( 
submit  its  autonomy  plan  to  Clas 
B  membership  for  approval. 

If  an  election  is  held,  and  a  bod 
other  than  the  Guild  is  designate 
as  bargaining  agency,  the  Guild  wi 
not  pursue  its  autonomy  plan, 
no  election  is  held,  or  if  one  is  he" 
and  the  Guild  is  thereby  authorize 
to  continue  as  bargaining  represei 
tative  for  extra  players,  it  will  pr 
sent  to  its  membership  a  detailt 
plan  for  separation  of  Class  B  meri 
bership  from  parent  group. 

The  autonomy  plan  will  have  as  i 
objective  a  maximum  amount  of  i 
dependence  for  extra  players.  Th 
objective  will  be  achieved  through 
self-governing  union  in  which  extr, 
will  elect  their  own  officers,  hi 
their  own  administrative  staff,  co 
trol  their  own  finances,  and  act 
their  own  collective  bargaining  re 
resentatives." 


Form  Producing  Company 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAL 
Hollywood — Pat  O'Brien  and  PI 
Ryan  have  formed  an  independe 
producing  organization  and  expect 
start  production  about  Nov.  15. 
major  release  for  pictures  has  be 
assured  with  final  details  be^ 
worked   out. 
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MPPDA  Abandons  lis 
Plan  on  Manpower 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
-would  provide  for  furloughs  for  ac- 
tors  and  directors  needed  for  specific 
ipix.  That  such  a  plan  might  be 
drawn  up  was  tacitly  confirmed  by 
t^^MPPDA,  although  it  was  made 
2j>  that  it  might  be  a  matter  of 
vTVks  before  it  would  be  ready.  Con- 
ferences were  believed  in  progress, 
and  various  association  and  studio 
executives  were  asked  for  their  sug- 
gestions. 

It  was  learned  yesterday  that  no 
such  over-all  plan  will  be  submitted 
to  Costello,  and  there  is  probably  no 
other  solution  to  the  pressing  studio 
manpower  problem  now  under  dis- 
cussion by  MPPDA.  There  had  been 
discussion  along  those  lines  with 
Costello  last  month,  after  he  and 
several  others  in  Washington  had 
been  working  to  obtain  a  three-week 
deferment  for  an  actor  scheduled  for 
the  Army.  The  three-week  delay  was 
not  granted. 

Although  several  authoritative  sources  have 
reported  that  WMC  has  finally  decided  to 
retain  in  their  present  form  its  listings  of 
essential  activities  and  essential  jobs  within 
,  those  activities,  with  the  lists  retaining  their 
'importance  so  far  as  local  draft  boards  are 
I  concerned  an  official  of  the  WMC  essential 
activities  committee  denied  yesterday  that  any 
such    decision    has    been    reached. 

Ik-   implied   that   it    is   more    likely   that    one 
if    several    proposed    changes    will    be    decided 
'  upon  all  of  which   would   mean   that   the  pres- 
ent   essential    indexes    would    become    le<s    im- 
portant   so   far   as   local    draft    boards   are   con- 
cerned.       They     would    be    retained    however 
for   I'SES  reference  in  matters  concerning  the 
(manpower    stabilization    program.         He     said 
'that    if    any    members    of    the    committee    have 
decided    it    would    be    best    to    leave    matters 
a>    they    are    this   has    not    been    suggested    to 
t'te   full   committee.      The  committee's   regular 
Tuesday   meeting   was   not   held   yesterday.    The 
Thursday    meeting   is    still    scheduled. 

Tlie    WAC    plan    for    "limited   essential"    li-t- 
ings    for    seven    theater    and    circuit    jobs — in- 
cluding   projectionists,     manager-projectionists, 
managers    and    assistant    managers,    equipment 
,  maintenance  technicians,  circuit  managers,  cir- 
I  cuit    executives    and    circuit    bookers — has    not 
yet     been     presented     to     WMC.         This    plan. 
.  which  would   not   affect  ushers,   porters,   clean- 
ers    and     cashiers — already     non-deferrable — is 
i  designed    to    protect    the    men    in    the    former 
seven    jobs     from     transfer    to     basic     civilian 
:  or   direct    war   industries,   but   would    not   pro- 
i  vide    deferment    from    military    service. 


20th  Home  Office  Club 
Holds  1st  Dinner-Dance 


The  newly  organized  20th-Fox 
•  Home  Office  Family  Club  held  its 
first  dinner-dance  last  night  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Among  company  ex- 
ecutives present  were  Spyros  Skour- 
as,  William  C.  Michel,  Hermann  G. 
Place,  Sydney  Towell,  Wilfred  J. 
Eadie,  Felix  A.  Jenkins,  Tom  J.  Con- 
:  nors,  William  J.  Kupper,  Andrew  W. 
Smith,  Jr.,  Edmund  Reek,  Murray 
i  Silverstone,  Larry  Kent,  Hal  Home 
and  Dan  Michalove.  Lew  Lehr  was 
in  charge  of  the  entertainment  pro- 
gram, on  which  appeared  many  head- 
liners. 


Puerto  Rican  Strike  Ends 

San  Juan,  P.  R.  (By  Air  Mail)— 
The  strike  called  by  the  Union  of 
Projectionists  and  Helpers  against 
Cobina  Theaters,  Inc.,  and  film 
houses  in  Mayaguez,  has  ended  with 
the  signing  of  an  agreement  with 
■tlie  managers. 


Zanuck  Salary,  20-Fox  Tops 

$168,269  to  Skouras,  $155,700  to  Goetz 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Zanuck    received    $175,000    in    salarytllan   officers   and   directors,   received    in   excess 
and    <K100   in    Hi  vector '«   fPp«  i  of  $-'0,000  during  1942.     Of  these  99  received 

ana    q,lUU    in    OlieCtOI  S    lees.  more  than  $2n,000  but  not  more  than  $S0,000, 

President  Spyros  P.  Skouras  re- 
ceived |169,769.15  of  which  $168,- 
269.15  was  salary  and  $1,500  direc- 
tor's fees;  William  Goetz,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  production,  re- 
ceived $$155,700  of  which  $200  was 
director's  fees;  Thomas  J.  Connors, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion, received  $107,573.33  of  which 
$1,000  was  director's  fees  and  $2,- 
573.33  compensation  as  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee,  while  Vice- 
President  Robert  T.  Kane  received 
$104,000  in  salary. 

Connors'  income  from  20th-Fox 
was  $101,573.33  in  excess  of  his  1942 
income  from  the  company,  but  he 
worked  only  the  last  three  weeks  of 
that  year.  Goetz'  remuneration  was 
$51,700  greater  last  year. 

Remuneration  of  other  directors  and  of- 
ficers is  listed  as  follows:  H.  Donald  Camp- 
bell, director.  $6,500,  $600  greater  than  1941  ; 
John  K.  Dillon,  $6,600,  $700  greater;  W.  J. 
comptroller,    director   to    April    9,    194 


Eadie 

£31,900,  $4,300  greater;  Daniel  O.  Hastings 
director,  $6,200,  $500  greater;  Felix  A.  Jenk- 
ins, director,  secretary,  general  attorney, 
$26,600.04,  $200  greater;  Sydney  R.  Kent. 
director  and  president  until  his  death  on 
March  19,  1942,  $19,707.60;  Edwin  P.  Kil- 
roe,  director  to  April  9.  1942,  $27,400,  $500 
greater  than  1941.  (Kilroe  was  indebted  to 
20th-Fox  for  $12,500  which  was  repaid 
March  24.   1942.   with  no  charge  for  interest); 

Also,  Fred  I..  Metzler,  assistant  treasurer, 
$39,000;  William  C.  Michel,  $58,700,  $300 
greater;  William  P.  Phillips,  director,  $6,200; 
Hermann  G,  Place,  director,  chairman  of  ex- 
ecutive committee,  $56,800,  $23,477.16  greater 
than  1941  (Place's  remuneration  for  1941 
started  on  June  16)  ;  Seton  Porter,  director, 
$6,800,  $400  greater;  Sydney  Towell,  direc- 
tor, treasurer.  $45,700,  $200  greater;  George 
I'.  Wasson,  Jr.,  assistant  secretary,  $32,- 
366.67,  $3,766.67  greater;  and  Wendell  L. 
Willk-ie.    chairman    of    the    board,    $1,000. 

In  addition  to  amounts  listed  above  the 
following  received  the  remuneration  listed 
from  National  Theaters  Corp.;  Skouras,  $66,- 
250;  Place,  $32,000.04;  Michel,  $6,900;  Camp- 
bell,   $5,500.    and    Dillon,    $5,600. 

Notice     reports     that     150     employes,    other 


Paramount  Signs  Pact 
With  Local  109  for  400 


29  received  more  than  $50,000  but  not  more 
than  $100,000  and  22  received  more  than 
$100,000.  Total  remuneration  for  the  150 
was    $8,255,040.17. 

Persons,  other  than  officers  and  employes 
of  the  corporation,  whose  remuneration  ex- 
ceeded $20,000  include:  Julian  T.  Abeles, 
legal  fees,  $30,500;  American  Arbitration 
Association,  fees,  $42,210.06;  Dwight,  Har- 
ris. Koegel  &  Casky,  legal  fees,  $229,000; 
Hal  Home,  special  advertising  and  exploita- 
tion, $32,760;  Hughes,  Schurman  &  Dwight 
and  Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  &  Casky,  legal 
fees,  $108,500;  MPPDA,  dues,  $98,716.38; 
Ross  Federal  Service,  Inc.,  cheeking  theater 
receipts,  $466,605.92;  Touche,  Niven  &  Co., 
accounting  and  auditing  fees,  $26,891.94; 
Willkie.  Owen,  Otis,  Farr  &  Gallagher,  legal 
fees,  $75,000;  Alfred  Wright,  legal  fees, 
$41,990.10;  Wobber  Brothers,  services-dis- 
tribution   department,    $70,660.40. 


Industry  Brief  Opposes 
P.R.  Block-Booking  Bill 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

block-booking  bill  which  has  passed 
the  Legislature.  Schreiber  will  en- 
deavor to  urge  the  Puerto  Rican 
governor  Rexford  Tugwell,  to  refrain 
from  signing  the  measure  until  the 
American  film  industry's  side  of  the 
issue  can  be  explained.  It  is  feared 
in  American  film  circles  that  the 
bill  will  prevent  the  distributors 
from  doing  business  in  Puerto  Rico 
if  the  bill  becomes  a  law. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


RUSS    iBLUCK,    auditor,    Columbia,    Denver. 

ROBERT      W.      HUFFMAN,      publicity,      M-C-M, 
Denver. 

CHARLES     R.     DEITZ,     publicity,     M-C-M,     Al- 
bany. 

JOE    EHRLICH,    20th-Fox    home    office    publicity 
staff. 

CEORCE     W.     FORNWALD,     assistant     manager, 
State,    Harrisburg,    Pa. 

JAMES    RILEY,    RKO   shipping   staff,    Washington 
BENJAMIN  J.   LOURIE,  manager,  Columbia,  Chi- 
cago. 

HARRY   OLSHAN,  Columbia,   New   Haven. 

HERBERT     STEWART,     assistant     manager,     Or- 
pheum,    Seattle. 

PETE      HIGGINS,     manager,      Sheffield-Republic, 
Seattle. 

RAY    ACKLES,    salesman,     Paramount,    Seattle, 

CHARLES  OLIVER,  booker,  Universal,  Des  Moines. 

MARVIN    HARRIS,   manager,   Paramount  Theater, 
Toledo. 

RALFH    LAWLER,    Creat    States    central    district 
manager,    Chicago. 

THOMAS    RONAN,    Great    States    city    manager, 
Danville,    III. 

JACK    KALMENSON,    salesman,    Warners,    Cleve- 
land. 

JOSEPH     C.     OPPENHEIM,     manager,     Academy, 
Waukegan,    III. 

FRED    MINDLIN,    National    Screen    Service,    Chi- 
cago. 

VOCEL  GETTIER,  manager,  Pekin  Theater,  Pekin, 

III. 

JERRY    SACER,    publicity    director,    Loew's    Cri- 
terion. 
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109,    UOPWA,    affecting    some 
white-collar  workers. 

The  contract  provides  for 
classification  of  the  positions  of  all 
employes  involved.  Thus  Paramount 
becomes  the  first  of  the  companies 
with  which  SOPEG  holds  contracts 
to  agree  to  job  classification.  The 
union  announced  yesterday  that  it 
would  attempt  to  persuade  the  other 
companies  to  agree  to  similar  classi- 
fications in  an  effort  to  stabilize  jobs 
and  salaries  of  office  workers  in  the 
industry  and  thus  eliminate  the  huge 
labor  turnover  now  prevalent  in  the 
ranks  of  film  white  collarites. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  contract 
salary  adjustments  resulting  from 
classifications  will  be  retroactive  to 
Oct.  5,  1942.  Pending  the  settlement 
of  classifications  and  salary  sched- 
ules the  company  has  agreed  to  es~- 
tablish  a  minimum  salary  of  $18  for 
mail  and  messenger  jobs  and  $21  for 
clerical  positions,  with  wages  in  both 
cases  retroactive  to  Oct.  5. 

There  are  also  provisions  for  a 
union  shop,  severance  pay  up  to  12 
weeks,  union  security  and  seniority 
rights. 


Vital  Year  For  Movies 

BETWEEN  the  handsome  blue,  gold 
and  white  covers  of  the  silver 
jubilee  edition  of  The  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  for  1943  is  a  wealth  of 
information  on  the  part  that  the 
industry,  and  the  individuals  who 
compose  it,  are  playing  in  the  war. 
We  wish  the  book  could  be  made 
"must"  reading  for  every  carper  at 
the  industry  whether  he  be  just  an 
uninformed  movie  patron  who  has 
happened  on  a  poor  film,  or  a  con- 
gressman who  is  looking  for  a 
scapegoat. 

The  section  "The  Industry  at  War" 
opens  with  a  page  of  quotations  from 
the  words  of  President  Roosevelt, 
Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr.,  Frank  Knox 
and  Lowell  Mellett  and  eight  other 
notables,  who  all  seem  to  think 
pretty  well  of  the  industry  and  what 
it  is  doing  for  the  war.  We  have 
not  room  here,  to  quote,  or  even  list, 
the  organizations  of  the  film  colony 
that  are  making  training  and  morale 
films,  raising  money  for  war  and 
home  charities,  selling  war  bonds, 
and  sending  entertainment  groups  to 
camps  at  home  and  overseas.  But 
it  is  all  there.  And  seeing  it  thus 
assembled  we  gained  a  new  realiza- 
tion  of  its   extent   even  though   we 
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have  been  familiar  with  much  of  it 
for  more  than  a  year.  Moreover,  the 
industry  had  given  5,177  of  its  men 
to  the  various  war  services  at  the 
time  the  Year  Book  was  closed.  Of 
these,  972  are  actors,  the  rest  work- 
ers and  technicians.  Another  532 
actors  have  left  the  studios  for  some 
war  industry.  All  this  data,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  sections,  make 
The  1943  Film  Daily  Year  Book  an 
outstanding   volume   of   reference. 


Save  That  Hairpin! 

THE  FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK 
is  not  all  facts  and  figures.  Some 
one  of  its  editors  had  a  nose  for 
interesting  trivia  that  yet  throws  a 
light  on  the  thoroughness  with  which 
Hollywood  studios  have  entered  on 
the  task  of  conservation.  The  little 
problem  of  hairpins  —  important 
when  a  studio  is  making  films  with 
an  1890  background  and  is  limited 
to  two  pounds  a  month — was  solved 
by  sending  the  used  hairpins  to  the 
sterilizer  and  using  them  right  over 
again  in  the  next  picture.  Gowns  are 
remodeled,  shoes  redyed,  wigs  re- 
dressed, and  rubber  noses  and 
wrinkles  have  given  way  to  plastic 
substitutes. 

Y.)    Times-Union,  May   7,    1943 
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Impressive  Start 
For  1943  UJA  Drive 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  a  total  greater  than  that  of  a 
year  ago,  inasmuch  as  1943  needs  of 
UJA  agencies  are  $4,000,000  higher 
than  1942. 

In  a  brilliant  feature  address,  Dr. 
Abba  Hillel  Silver,  distinguished 
Jewish  leader,  declared  that  two 
Arks, — those  of  Death  and  Faith — , 
are  today  leading  the  difficult  march 
of  present-day  Jewry,  who  like  their 
forebears  who  wandered  40  years 
in  the  desert,  are  subjected  to  per- 
secution, unspeakable  hardships,  and 
marked  by  the  inhuman  horder  of 
Nazis  and  Fascists  for  destruction. 
The  Ark  of  Death,  he  said,  is  repre- 
sented by  the  2,000,000  dead,  mas- 
sacred in  the  past  two  years  in 
Europe,  while  the  Ark  of  Faith, 
which  bore  the  promises  of  God  as 
revealed  in  Scripture,  will  lead  the 
way  to  a  new  day  when  the  char- 
ters of  all  free  peoples  in  the  post- 
war world  will  be  reaffirmed, — that 
all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Crea- 
tor with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
which  are,  as  Thomas  Jefferson  cor- 
rectly insisted,  "Gifts  of  God." 

He  said  that  the  United  Nations' 
victory  in  North  Africa  is  but  one  of 
a  series  of  triumphs  and  events 
which  are  beginning  to  bleed  to  death 
the  infamy  which  is  Nazism,  and  that 
while  the  awakening  of  the  Demo- 
cracies was  slow  in  coming  to  an 
understanding  of  what  was  happen- 
ing in  the  world  during  Hitler's  rise, 
the  twilight  of  oncoming  dawn  is  on 
the  horizon.  He  quoted  the  immortal 
lines,  "Watchman,  what  of  the 
night?,"  and  the  reply,  "The  dawn 
is  coming  even  though  it  is  still 
night."  The  forces  of  Freedom,  he 
asserted,  have  broken  their  bonds, 
like  Samson, — and  produced  Stalin- 
grad, North  Africa,  with  greater 
victories  to  come. 

He  added  that  those  of  the  Jews 


WEDDING  BELLS 


(r  Betrothal  of  Sally  Elizabeth  Ray- 
^  mond,  of  Kenilworth,  111.,  to  Ensign 
N.  Peter  Rathvon,  Jr.,  of  the  naval 
air  arm,  is  announced.  Latter  is 
son  of  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  of  Ma- 
maroneck,  N.  Y.,  president  of  RKO 
Corp.,  and  chairman  of  the  direc- 
torates of  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  RKO 
Pathe  News,  Inc.,  KAO  Corp.,  and 
B.  F.  Keith  Corp. 


Marriage  of  Dolly  Haas,  Broad- 
way actress,  and  Albert  Hirschfeld, 
artist  and  caricaturist  in  the  amuse- 
ment field,  was  disclosed  yesterday. 
Ceremony  took  place  on  Saturday 
in    Elkton,    Md. 


Indianapolis — Irma  Gordon,  20th- 
Fox  office  staff,  and  Lt.  William 
Rocko,     stationed     "somewhere     in 

||  Florida,"   and    here    on    leave,   were 

u  married. 


HOLLYWOOD  D I C EST 


SIGNED 

STEWART  CHANEY,  sets,  "Up  In  Arms,"  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

JACK  BENNY,  "The  Horn  Blows  at  Midnight," 
Warners. 

N UN N ALLY  JOHNSON,  producer,  Vanguard  Pro- 
ductions   (David  O.   Selznick). 

JOAN  DAVIS,  "The  Return  of  Casanova,"  Re- 
public. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

JACK     SCHWARZ,     producer,     "Danger— Women 

at    Work,"    PRC. 
WILLIAM     BEAUDINE,     director,     "He    Couldn't 

Take    It,"    Monogram. 

KURT  NEUMANN,  director,  "Vampires  of  Lon- 
don,"    Columbia. 

BETTE  DAVIS,  "Mr.  Skeffington"  and  "The 
Corn   is   Green,"   Warners. 

• 

CASTINGS 

PHILIP  MERIVALE,  "The  Hour  Before  the 
Dawn,"  Paramount;  ALAN  MARSHALL  and 
ELIZABETH  TAYLOR,  "The  White  Cliffs  of 
Dover,"  M-C-M;  VINCENT  PRICE,  "Only  the 
Stars  Are  Neutral,"  20rh-Fox;  GALE  SONDER- 
GAARD,  "Sherlock  Holmes  and  the  Spider 
Woman,"  Universal;  hATRIC  KNOWLES, 
"Angela,"  Universal;  C.  AUBREY  SMITH, 
'Madame  Curie,"  M-G-M;  PHILIP  MERIVALE, 
"The  Hour  Before  the  Dawn,"  Paramount; 
GRANT  WITHERS,  "Minesweeper,"  Paramount; 
GLORIA  GRAFTON,  "Lost  Angel,"  M-G-M; 
THURSTON  HALL,  MINOR  WATSON,  EDMOND 
BREON  and  William  DAVIDSON,  "Saratoga 
Trunk,"  Warners;  ROBERT  STANFORD,  "The 
Clock  Struck  Twelve,"  Columbia;  EDDIE 
FEATHERSTONE,  "What's  Buzzin',  Cousin," 
Columbia. 

MICHELE  MORGAN,  FRANK  SINATRA,  LEON 
ERROL  and  MARCY  McGUIRE,  "Higher  and 
Higher,"  iRKO;  BOBBY  DAN  DRISCOLL  and 
PAULINE  STARKE,  "Lost  Angel,"  M-G-M; 
EVELYN  KEYES,  EDMUND  LOWE  and  JOHN 
HUBBARD,  "Restless  Lady,"  Columbia  DARRYL 
HICKMAN,  "A  Thousand  Shall  Fall,"  M-G-M; 
ELLA  RAINES.  "Cry  Havoc,"  M-G-M;  MILES 
MANDER,  "Attack  By  Night,"  Columbia;  B'EN 
BLUE  "Up  and  Down  Broadway,"  M-C-M; 
CHARLES  LAUGHTON,  "The  Canterville  Ghost," 
M-G-M. 

FRANCES  GLADWIN,  "Lone  Rider"  No.  4, 
Sig  Neufeld  for  PRC;  ALEXANDER  CRANACH, 
"Strange  Music,"  Ripley-Monter  for  PRC;  JIM 
HOPE,  "Spotlight  Revue,"  Monogram;  MOSER 
BROTHERS,  "Lady,  Let's  Dance,"  Monogram; 
EVELYN  FINLEY,  STEVE  CLARK,  RAY  BUTLER, 
CEORCE  CHESEBRO,  "Black  Market  Rustlers," 
Monogram;  DIANA  LYNN,  "Our  Hearts  Were 
Young  and  Cay,"  Paramount;  JAMES  CRAIG, 
"The  Heavenly  Body,"  M-G-M;  CONSTANCE 
MOORE,  "Higher  and  Higher,"  RKO;  DAVID 
BRUCE,  EVELYN  ANKERS,  THURNA  BEY  and 
GEORGE  ZUCCO,  "The  Mad  Ghoul,"  Universal; 
VIVIAN  BLAINE,  "The  Bird  of  Paradise,"  20th- 
Fox;  TOUMANOVA  and  GREGORY  PECK,  "Re- 
venge," RKO. 
ALBERT  DEKKER,  BARRY  SULLIVAN,  and 
PORTER  HALL,  "The  Cunmaster,"  Harry  Sher- 
man-United Artists;  CUINN  WILLIAMS,  "Mine- 
sweeper," Paramount;  GLORIA  GRAFTON,  "Cry 
'Havoc',"  M-G-M;  ELIZABETH  RUSSELL,  and 
JESSICA  NEWCOMB,  "The  Uninvited,"  Para- 
mount. 


STORY  PURCHASES 

PRESCOTT   CHAPLIN'S  "For  Women  Only,"   Re 

public. 
PHIL    RAPP's    "Everything    for    the    Army,"    M 

C-M. 
NATALIE  MARCIN's  "You  Can't  Fool  a  Marine,' 

M-G-M, 
HARLAND    MANCHESTER'S    "The    Blacksmith    of 

Brandon,"    M-C-M. 
SINCLAIR   LEWIS'    "Green    Eyes,"    Warners. 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"Conflict,"    formerly    "The    Pentacle,"    Warners. 
"Johnny     Come     Lately,"     formerly     "McLeod'i 

Folly,"   James  Cagney   for   United  Artists. 
"Revenge,"    formerly    "This    Is    Russia,"    iRKO. 
"The  Professor  Takes  a  Wife,"  formerly  "Faculty 

Row,"    M-C-M. 

• 

SCHEDULED 

"Black     Market     Rustlers,"     producer,     GEORGE 

WEEKS;  director,  S.  ROY  LUBY;  screenplay, 

PATRICIA   HARPEiR,    Monogram. 
"I   Was  a   Criminal,"  screenplay,  JOHN   FAXON, 

King    Bros,    for    Monogram. 
"Mr.  Winkel   Coes  to  War,"   producer,   HAROLD 

LLOYD,     Columbia. 
"The   Bamboo    Blonde,"    RKO. 
"Since    You    Went    Away,"    novel,     MARGARET 

BUELL      WILDER,      Vanguard      Productions 

(David  O.  Selznick),  for  United  Artists. 
"The  Iron  Major,"  producer,  ROBERT  FELLOWS; 

director,    RAY    ENRIGHT,    RKO. 
"Colonel      Effingham's     iRaid,"     producer-writer, 

LAMAR  TROTTI,  director,  JOHN  M.  STAHL. 
"A   Thousand    Shall    Fall,"    story,    HANS   HABE; 

director,   TAY   GARNETT;   producer,    EDWIN 

KNOPF. 
"AM    iBaba     and     the     Forty     Thieves,"     MARIA 

MONTEZ,    JON    HALL,    SABU,    Universal. 
"Zorya,"    MARIA   MONTEZ,   JON    HALL,    SABU, 

Universal. 
"Four  Jills   and   a   Jeep,"   producer,    ISDN   AUS- 

TER,     screenplay,     BBRTHE     SCHLOSSBERC, 

20th-Fox. 
"The     Canterville    Ghost,"     director,     NORMAN 

Z.     McLEOD;     producer,     ARTHUR     FIELD, 

M-C-M. 
"Henry    Aldrich     Rocks     the    Cradle,"     director, 

HUGH  BENNETT,  Paramount. 
"Henry     Aldrich's    Code    of     Honor,"     story     by 

AGNES     CHRISTINE    JOHNSTON;     director, 

Hugh   Bennett,  Paramount. 
"Battle       Cry,"       producer-director,       HOWARD 

HAWKS;    associate    producer,    CHARLES    K. 

FELDMAN. 

• 

REOPTIONED 

JOHN   M.  STAHL,  termer,  20fh-Fox. 
CAYLE    ROBBINS,   20th-Fox. 
REGINALD   OWEN,    new   termer,    M-C-M. 
FRANK    BUTLER,   writer,    Paramount. 

• 

ON  LEAVE 

JOAN    CRAWFORD,    M-G-M,   six   months. 
ALICE    FAYE,    indefinite,    20th-Fox. 

CASTING  WITHDRAWALS 

EDGAR  BERGEN,  from  "Around  the  World," 
RKO;  JOAN  CRAWFORD,  from  "Cry  'Havoc'," 
M-C-M. 


SUSPENDED 

HUMPHREY   BOGART,  Warners. 


under  Nazidom's  heels  must  rescue 
who  can  be  rescued,  and  that  all 
Jewry,  wherever  its  children  are,  will 
gladly  help  in  the  fight  for  a  new 
world,  and  are  so  doing  with  all  their 
might  where  not  in  persecution's 
chains.  He  concluded  by  citing  the 
vital  need  for  human  rehabilitation, 
and  that  this  task  will  be  greater 
after  the  war  than  ever  before. 

On  the  dais  with  Dr.  Silver  were, 
in  addition  to  Co-chairman  Bern- 
stein, Balaban  and  Warner,  the 
luncheon's  chairman,  B.  S.  Moss,  plus 
Jack  Alicoate,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Louis  Bernstein,  Harry  Brandt,  Jules 
Brulatour,     John     Golden,     Adolph 


Kaufman,  Louis  Nizer,  Martin  Quig- 
ley,  Herman  Robbins,  George  Skour- 
as,  and  others. 

The  National  Anthem  opened  the 
luncheon,  sung  by  Conrad  Thibault, 
with  Al  and  Lee  Reiser  at  the  twin 
pianos.  Highlight  of  the  program 
was  the  round  table  discussion  on  the 
Jewish  Fight  for  Survival,  scripted 
by  George  Hamilton  Combs,  direct- 
ed by  Tony  Leader,  and  presenting 
Joseph  Schildkraut,  Arleen  Whelan, 
Sam  Jaffee,  i  Alexander  Kirkland, 
and  Doris  Nolan,  with  narration  de- 
livered by  Ben  Grauer.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  luncheon,  Wilbur 
Evans   sang   "God   Bless   America." 


OWI,  Surles  to  Talk 
Better  Combat  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

concerning  means  of  getting  better 
picture  coverage  from  the  combat 
zones.  OWI  has  been  pressing  for 
more  and  better  combat  pix  for  sev- 
eral months,  supporting  the  news*r^J 
contention  that  the  Army  si/  :  ,1 
isn't  supplying  them  good  coverage 
of  the  war.  This  is  one  of  the  mat- 
ters which  Mellett  is  believed  to 
have  concentrated  on  last  month  dur- 
ing the  conference  which  finally  re- 
sulted in  the  decision  to  show  pub- 
licly the  Army  picture  "Prelude  to 
War."  Mellett  feels  that  the  Army 
spends  too  much  time,  comparative- 
ly, on  pix  such  as  the  Capra  series, 
and  does  not  put  enough  effort  into 
getting  first-class  battle  coverage. 

Although  it  has  been  charged  that  the 
Army  has  been  withholding  much  good  battle 
material,  the  truth  is  that  really  top-flight 
footage  has  not  been  coming  in  from  the 
combat  zones.  Mellett  will  discuss  the  whole 
question  with  General  Surles,  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  Col.  Melvin  E.  Gillette,  until 
recently  head  of  the  Signal  Corps  photogra- 
phic center  at  Astoria,  New  York,  will  also 
be    on    hand. 

Colonel  Gillette,  who  was  called  to  Wash- 
ington last  week,  will  not  be  here  long.  He 
will  be  sent  out  in  the  near  future  to  take 
charge  of  Army  photographic  activities,  in 
an  attempt  to  improve  the  Army's  photogra- 
phic coverage.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  he 
will  be  designated  by  General  Surles  to  han- 
dle relations  with  newsreel  pool  cameramen 
also. 

It  is  believed  that  Col.  Gillette  was  sched- 
uled to  perform  his  new  duties  in  North 
Africa,  but  it  appears  now  that  he  may  be 
too  late  for  that  assignment.  Combat  pix 
may    soon   cease    coming   from    North   Africa. 

Reports  that  the  Army  might  soon  begin 
to  deal  directly  with  the  industry  when  it 
has  a  picture  it  feels  is  worthy  of  public  re- 
lease were  denied  here  yesterday  by  Army 
officials,  Mellett  and  OWI  Domestic  Director 
Gardner  Cowles,  Jr.  Cowles  said  that  "un- 
der our  directive  (establishing  the  OWI)  those 
matters  are  clearly  within  our  bailiwick,  and 
1  doubt  that  the  directive  would  be  changed." 


STORKS 


The  1963  Film  Daily  Golf  Tour- 
nament champ  was  born  to  the  Leon- 
ard Palumbos  in  the  Park  Chester 
Hospital,  The  Bronx,  late  Monday 
night.  Father  is  the  well-known 
golfer  and  member  of  Warners  for- 
eign publicity  department.  New- 
comer will  be  christened  Leonard, 
Jr. 


-  Cleveland — Joe  Leavitt,  operator 
and  owner  of  the  Independent  Screen 
Room  in  the  Film  Building,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  grandson  born  to  his 
son  and  daughter-in-law,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morton  Leavitt.  The  young 
man  has  been  named  Andrew  Win- 
field  Leavitt. 


Burton,  O. — Irving  Field,  who  op- 
erates the  Opera  House,  is  the  father 
of  a  baby  girl  named  Sheron  Louise. 
Field,  who  expected  to  go  int  othe 
Army  this  week,  has  been  rejected 
by  the  physical  eaminers  on  account 
of  a  hip  ailment. 


Hawesville,  Ky.— Karl  Herzog,  op- 
erator of  th  Select  Theater  here,  is 
the  father  of  a  six-pound  girl. 
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•  To  the  space  buyer  the  most  important  effi- 
ciency factor  is  not  "how  many?"  see  his  ad- 
vertisement, but  "how  many  buyers?"  see  it. 

•  From  the  day  of  its  founding  in  1933,  Show- 
men's Trade  Review  policy  and  practice  has 
been  to  restrict  subscriptions  to  theatre  own- 
ers, managers,  circuit  executives  and  those  in 
positions  of  authority. 


•  Space  rates  for  Showmen's  Trade  Review 
do  not  include  excess-baggage  charges  for  de- 
livering the  advertiser's  story  to  those  who  just 
aren't  sales  prospects  because  they  don't 
have  authority  to  buy— even  though  thousands 
of  such  are  rated  in  circulation  audits  as 
"theatre  subscribers"  merely  because  they 
receive  subscriptions  at  a  theatre  address. 
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Appeal  Board  Finds 
Ho  Wilmington  Delay 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ruled  that  the  10-day  clearance  held 
by  the  Wilmington  first-runs  was 
reasonable,  even  though  the  towns 
were  66  miles  apart,  because  of  the 
geographical  features.  The  Sidney 
Theater  charged  that  the  appeal 
board  made  an  inadvertent  error  and 
asked  that  the  case  be  reopened. 

Oral  argument  was  held  on  the 
questions  of  whether  the  appeal 
board,  in  finding  that  Wilmington 
first-run  theaters  play  on  national 
release  date,  committed  an  inadver- 
tent error  within  the  meaning  of 
Rule  XVIII  and,  if  so,  whether  such 
error  is  material;  whether  in  case 
it  appeared  that  unreasonable  delay 
has  occurred  in  the  exercise  of  their 
availability  by  Wilmington  first-runs 
and  that  they  have  thereby  held 
back  complainant's  theater  from 
playing  its  pictures,  what  relief,  if 
any,  can  and  should  be  afforded  the 
complainant. 

The  board  decided  that  the  error  was  in 
the  opinion  on  national  release  date.  The 
materiality  of  this  error  is,  however,  a  quite 
different  matter,  the  board  declared.  The 
evidence  on  the  hearing  shows  that  no  uni- 
form date  is  any  longer  used  for  the  release 
of  pictures  throughout  the  nation  and  that 
pictures  are  released  in  the  several  exchange 
districts  at  times  which  vary  by  as  long  as 
three  months,  and  the  order  of  release  in  the 
districts  is  not  always  the  same.  The  board 
found  that  Wilmington  first-runs  showed  pic- 
tures with  reasonable  promptness  after  avail- 
ability. 

The  board  accordingly  found  there  was 
nothing  which  justified  a  charge  of  undue 
delay  on  the  part  of  Wilmington  first-runs  or 
which  should  require  a  reconsideration  of  the 
decision  or  the  remanding  of  the  matter  to 
the  arbitrator  for  further  hearing.  The  opin- 
ion therefore  was  corrected  to  read  "Wilm- 
ington first-run  theaters  play  on  territorial 
release  date"  instead  of  "national  release 
date." 


Appeal  Board  Reverses 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  Award 

The  motion  picture  appeal  board 
has  reversed  the  decision  of  an  arbi- 
trator who  reduced  the  14-day  clear- 
ance held  by  the  Royal  Theater, 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  over  the  Savoy 
to  seven  days^  and  eliminated  the 
clearance  of  the  Broadmoor  over  the 
Savoy.  All  three  theaters  are  in 
Bloomfield. 

The  appeal  was  filed  by  Vitagraph  which 
contended  that  it  should  not  have  been  a 
defendant    inasmuch    as    it   has    an    interest    in 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DALLY 
Hollywood— More  than  $600,000  has  been 
collected  for  charitable  and  war  relief  or- 
ganizations by  Fox  West  Coast  Theaters 
in  Northern  and  Southern  California  and  in- 
dependent houses  in  the  South  California- 
Arizona  area  since  Jan.  1,  according  to 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  FWC  president.  Bene- 
ficiaries of  three  drives  were  the  United 
Nations  War  Relief  Council,  the  National 
Infantile  Paralysis  Foundation  and  the  Red 
Cross. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

DR.  JACK  CHASNOFF,  son-in-law  ot  Zelig  Fish- 
man,  New  Haven,  commissioned  a  1st  lieu- 
tenant. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

PAUL  F.  WOODS,  operator  Poli,  Worcester, 
Mass.,    to    1st   lieutenant. 

*  ARMY  * 

JOSEPH  BEAN,  manager,  Center,  Fall  River, 
Mass. 

F.  A.  IGNATOWSKI,  projectionist,  Ace  Wil- 
mington,    Del. 

JAMES    MURPHY,    RKO,    Washington. 

JONAS  T.  SILVERSTONE,  national  counsel, 
ACVA. 

HARRY  MARCUS,  head  of  Republic  home  office 
service  dept. 

STEPHEN  DORSEY,  secretary  to  Prexy  James 
R.   Grainger  of    Republic. 

V.  H.  EVEROAD,  manager,  Pekin  Theater,  Pekin, 
III. 

JULIUS  CONNELLY,  Great  States  city  manager, 
Denville,    III. 

JAMES  R.  HARRIS,  Universal  prop  department, 
Hollywood. 

JAMES  ELBERT,  Universal  transportation  de- 
partment,   Hollywood.  .  . 

HERBERT  LeROY,  electrician,  Universal,  Hol- 
lywood. 

BROWN    HOLMES,   writer,   Columbia,   Hollywood. 

EDWARD  HALDEMAN,  M-G-M  writer,  Holly- 
wood. 

WILLIAM    ALAMSHAH,    writer,    Hollywood. 

BILL  McBRIDE,  Clobe  Theater,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

—  •  — 

*  NAVY  * 

JOHN  SCOTT  REPASS,  Crown  Theater,  Hart- 
ford,   Conn. 

MIKE  JAiBLUCEWSKI,  projectionist,  Ace  Theater, 
Wilmington,   Del. 


JAMES  MITCHELL,  Universal  shipping  depart- 
ment,   Washington. 

JOSEPH  R.  SIMS,  20th-Fox  publicity  department, 
Hollywood. 

BILLY   KATSKY,   theater   manager,    Portland. 

BOB  COX,  assistant  contract  manager,  War- 
ner  Theaters,    Cleveland. 

S.  V.  ASHLEY,  scenic  department,  Universal, 
Hollywood. 

PAUL  SWEET,  Universal  nursery  department, 
Hollywood. 

—  •  — 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

WILLIAM  GRANT,  labor  department,  Universal, 
Hollywood. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

A/C  BERNARD  BYRNE,  Loew-Poli  Theater, 
Hartford,     Conn. 

GEORGE  CARBONE,  Alexander  Prevue  Co.,  Chi- 
cago. 

HOMER  SCHMITT,  ad  sales  manager,  Columbia, 
Seattle. 

*  WAACS  * 

GRACE  E.  SANGER,  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochest- 
er. 
RENE  IB.  CROSS,  stage  dancer,   Rochester,   N.  Y. 

—  •  — 

*  ACTIVATED  * 

LT.  ARTHUR  DE  TITTA,  USNR,  former  Movie- 
tonews    West    Coast    supervisor. 

—  •  — 

*,  AIR  TRANSPORT  SERVICE  * 

BILL  STOEBER,  manager,  Burien  Theater,  Seat- 
tle. 


D  of  J  May  Ask  for 
Full  Divorcement 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Wright  declared  that  he  has  not  y<? 
reached  any  decision  and  is  unlike  I 
to  make  any  definite  announcemer 
even  when  such  a  decision  is  reachei 

Proposals  for  changes  in  the^cU 
cree  being  forwarded  by  the  n/*\''i; 
Allied  and  MPTOA  have  not  yl^je 
received  by  the  Department,  he  sail 
but  revealed  that  suggestions  to  pre 
vide  a  basis  for  a  consent  decree  if 
the  Griffith  case,  in  Oklahoma  Cit; 
have  been  received.  He  was  not  cei] 
tain  these  came  from  L.  M.  Rice,  &■ 
torney  for  several  of  the  defendant: 
bat  he  was  certain  that  the  suggeij 
tions  were  not  acceptable  to  the  Dt 
partment. 

"They've  either  been  turned  dow 
already,"  he  said,  "or  they  will  be. 
These  proposals  he  implied  do  nc 
go  far  enough  toward  correcting  tr. 
evils  which  caused  the  departmei 
to  bring  the  suit. 


Defer  Chi.  Racketeer  Hearing 

Chicago — Bradley  Eben,  counsi 
for  the  Capone  mobster  defendant' 
in  the  racketeer  extradition  hearini 
says  the  hearing  has  been  deferrei 
to  May  24  to  allow  time  to  subpoen 
witnesses.  Subpoenas  were  issue 
Monday  for  a  dozen  or  more  top  fib' 
execs. 


It's  No  Private  Fight- 
Anyone  Can  Take  a  Hand 


In  an  editorial  page  article  in  last 
night's  New  York  World-Telegram, 
Eugene  Lyons,  editor  of  The  Amer- 
ican Mercury  and  author  of  "Assign- 
ment in  Utopia"  and  the  "Red  De- 
cade," took  a  rap  at  the  New  York 
film  critics,  whom  he  accused  of  be- 
ing improperly  equipped  to  review  a 
picture  of  political  significance  such 
as  "Mission  to  Moscow."  Lyons  as- 
serted the  "routine  movie  critics," 
were  "clearly  not  equipped  to  judge 
the  political  facts  and  implications 
of  a  picture  so  far  off  the  beaten 
Hollywood  paths." 

Asked  for  comment,  Warners' 
officials  merely  stated  that  the  busi- 
ness currently  being  done  by  "Mos- 
cow" at  the  Hollywood  Theater  was 
satisfactory  evidence  that  the  critics 
had  done  a  good  job. 


the  Royal  and  the  Broadmoor.  The  board 
contended  that  the  arbitrator  apparently  rested 
his  decision  as  to  the  unreasonableness  of  a 
14-day  clearance  on  the  ground  of  the  state- 
ness of  the  pictures  when  available  to  the 
Savoy.  The  board,  however,  declared  that 
an  availability  of  39  days  after  first-run 
Newark  does  not  necessarily  make  a  picture 
stale,  adding  that  "particularly  is  this  true 
in  a  city  and  suburban  area  of  several  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants."  Gross  receipts 
of  the  Savoy  were  given  as  evidence  of  the 
statement. 

The  board  found  that  the  Royal  and  the 
Savoy  were  in  competition,  that  the  distribu- 
tors derive  from  three  to  six  times  as  much 
revenue  from  the  Royal  as  they  do  from  the 
Savoy  and  that  the  arbitrator  erred  in  re- 
ducing the  Royal's  clearance  from  14  to 
seven  days.  The  board  reversed  the  decision 
as  to  the  Royal,  restoring  the  14-day  clear- 
ance but  fixed  the  Broadmoor's  clearance 
over  the   Savoy  to  seven  days. 


Blackout  of  Box  Office 

To  prevent  it,  you  need  what  the  Altec  technician  can  bring 
you — the  Altec-pioneered  Booth  Parts  Repair-Replacement 
Plan,  covering  both  sound  and  projection.  Proved  over 
three  years,  the  Altec  Plan  is  the  only  time-tested  way  to 
get  comprehensive  technical  booth  protection.  Don't  ex- 
periment: get  all  the  facts  about  the  Altec  Plan.  Call  your 
local  Altec  technician,  or  write: 


BZBzaxxmznzzxi 

250  West  57  th  Street,  New  York  City 

Protecting  the  theatre  —  Our  "first  line  of  morale 
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JEW  PEAK  SEEN  FOR  SUMMER'S  J.  0.  BIZ 

Zolumbia  Sets  44  for  Next  Season;  16  to  be  AA's 


*vo  Pix  to  be  Tradeshown 
nd  Sold  Separately;  Bud- 
?t  Double  That  of  1940-41 


J: 


Thicago — Columbia  will  release  a 
nimum  of  44  features  next  sea- 
i,  including  16  in  the  AA  category 
and  two  in 
the  BB  clas- 
sification, the 
latter  to  be 
sold  separ- 
ately after 
tradeshow- 
ing,  it  was 
a  n  n  o  u  need 
here  yester- 
day by  Abe 
Montague, 
general  sales 
manager,  a  t 
the  Drake 
Hotel  region- 
al sales  meet. 
A.A  pictures  released  this  year 
9e   brought   Columbia   so   tremen- 

(Conliuucd  on  Page  8) 

yrd  Com.  Gets  Full 
AA-OWI  Cost  Data 


ABE    MONTAGUE 


shington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Full  cost  data  on  all 
ases  of  the  motion  picture  opera- 
ns  of  the  CIAA  and  OWI  are  now 
the  hands  of  Senator  Harry  Flood 
rd,  Virginia  Democrat,  who  heads 
•  joint  congressional  committee  on 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Skouvas  Fetes  Greek 
Relief  Show  Workers 

Spyros  P.  Skouras,  national  presi- 
dent of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, has  invited  all  members  of 
the  entertainment  committee  for  the 
Greek  War  Relief  show  to  a  lunch- 
eon at  the  Plaza  Hotel  tomorrow. 
Principal  speakers  will  be  Harry  Hill, 
executive  vice-president  of  the  Greek 
War  Relief  Association,  and  Skouras. 
Relief  show  takes  place  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  on  May  18.  Newest 
•  additions  to  talent  lineup  are  Grace 
.Moore  and  Nicholas  Moskona  cf  the 
Met. 


Argentine  Customs  Releases  Smuggled  Nazi 

Features  and  Shorts  to  lias  Rep.  in  R.  A. 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail,  Passed  by  Censor) — Argentine  custom  house 
authorities  have  turned  over  to  the  Ufa  representative,  56  features,  shorts  and 
newsreels  seized  a  year  ago  when  members  of  a  Portuguese  ship  crew  tried 
to  smuggle  them  into  the  country. 


E.  M.  Loew  is  Loser 
In  Conspiracy  Case 


Mass.  Senate  Voles 
Games'  Death  Knell 


Boston — A  verdict  in  favor  of  the 
defendants  was  handed  down  by  a 
jury  in  Judge  Sweeney's  court  yes- 
terday in  the  suit  brought  by  the 
Miami  Drive-In  Theater,  operated 
by  E.  M.  Loew  against  Paramount, 
RKO,  Loew's,  20th  Century-Fox  and 
Warner  Bros. 

Loew  had  charged  that  some  of 
the  defendants  had  refused  to  li- 
cense him  pictures  for  the  Drive-In 
and  that  others  h"ad  demanded  un- 
reasonable     clearance,      contending 

(  Continued  on  Page  8) 

Skirball-Spitz  to  Make 
Two  Features  for  UA 


Boston — Beano  and  similar  games 
in  Massachusetts  are  apparently 
"out"  at  last.  The  culmination  of 
several  years  fight  came  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Senate  when  by  the  nar- 
rowest of  margins,  on  a  17  to  16 
vote,  it  was  voted  to  make  the  play- 
ing of  Beano  or  the  establishment 
of  similar  games  illegal  throughout 
the  state.  It  became  necessary  for 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  Harvis 
Hunt,  to  break  the  tie  with  his 
vote. 

For  several  years,  Beano  has  been 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Film  Processing  Added 
To  WMC's  Essential  Listing 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Although  specific 
jobs  in  film  laboratories  have  not 
yet  been  considered  for  listing  as 
essential  by  the  WMC  essential  ac- 
tivities committee,  announcement 
was  made  yesterday  that  motion  pic- 
ture film  processing  "has  been  added 
to  the  list  of  essential  activities." 
This  action  was  predicted  more  than 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — New  producing  part- 
nership of  Jack  Skirball  and  Leo 
Spitz  has  signed  a  deal  to  make 
two  features  for  UA  release  next 
season,  it  was  announced  yesterday, 
confirming  a  Film  Daily  forecast 
earlier  in  the  week.  First  will  be 
"Duffy's  Tavern,"  already  announced 
by  Spitz-Skirball,  and  second  will  be 
an   untitled   vehicle  for  Fred  Allen. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

ITO  Condemns  Pix 

Says  Percentage  Pix  Don't  Need  Pfd.  Time 

Morgan  Opens  Para.  Shorts  By  elsie  loeb 

lyyiv^; „   tt _    T  FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Meetings  Here  Tomorrow  Columbus,  o.— a  resolution  con- 
demning the  alleged  practice  by  dis- 
tributors of  improper  allocation  of 
pictures,  and  contending  that  pic- 
tures which  warrant  percentage  rat- 
ing do  not  need  preferred  playing 
time,  but  should  be  strong  enough 
to    stand    up    on    their   own   merit, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Paramount  branch  managers  and 
short  subject  reps,  will  meet  at  the 
Hotel  Pierre  tomorrow  with  Oscar 
Morgan,  general  sales  manager  of 
Short  Subjects  and  Paramount 
News,  presiding.    Parley  will  be  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Nation-wide  Level  of  Box- 
Off  ice  Prices  Up  15  P.C. 
With  Some  Jumps  Stiffer 

On  the  basis  of  current  rate 
of  motion  picture  theater  at- 
tendance, number  of  theaters 
open,  extended  hours  of  operation 
in  many  localities,  and  high-average 
quality  of  product,  a  new  all-time 
peak  in  Summer  operations  this  year 
is  predicted  by  showmen  through- 
out the  country  in  response  to  a 
survey  conducted  through  FILM 
Daily  correspondents. 

Number  of  theaters  now  open  is 
at  an  all-time  high  and  Summer  cIob- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

No  One-Day  Closings 
Expected  Next  Winter 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — One  day  closings  and 
shortened  screen  hours,  both  re- 
sorted to  last  Winter  as  a  result  of 
the  critical  fuel  oil  situation — par- 
ticularly in  the  Eastern  States,  will 
probably  not  be  necessary  this  year. 
Although  nothing  is  certain  these 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Ashkins  Named  St.  Louis 
Branch  Manager  for  UA 

St.  Louis  —  Eddie  Ashkins,  con- 
nected with  the  distribution  field 
since     1924,    has     succeeded    James 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"This  Week"  Hails 
Exhibs.'  War  Work 

This  Week,  7,000,000-circulation 
Sunday  supplement  with  the  Herald- 
Tribune  as  its  New  York  outlet,  de- 
votes a  half  page  in  next  Sunday's 
issue  reporting  on  the  WAC's  The- 
aters Division.  Article,  written  by 
Jerry  Mason,  is  called  "Business  Sec- 
ond," and  explains  how  the  nation's 
exhibitors  are  foregoing  business-as- 
usual  to  collect  scrap,  sell  bonds,  col- 
lect for  Red  Cross,  etc.  Reprints  of 
the  Mason  story  are  being  made  and 
will  be  sent  to  all  the  16,000-odd 
houses  pledged  to  WAC  co-op. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK 


High 

Am.    Seat 16% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%)  I6V2 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   Z6% 

Con.  Fm.   Ind 3% 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    19V4 

East.  Kodak   1 67 1/2  1 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 21% 

Loew's,    Inc 57% 

Paramount    27 

RKO      8% 

RKO    $6    pfd 88 

20th    Century-Fox  21  Vs 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30'/4 
Warner    Bros 13% 

NEW  YORK  BOND 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  104  1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

1021/2   1 

NEW  YORK  CURB 
Monogram    Picts.  3% 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1 '/2 

Sonotone     Corp 4% 

Universal     Corp.     vtc.   18% 
Universal  Picts 


MARKET 

Net 

Low     Close     Chg. 

16%     163A     

16%     16i/2    +      i/4 
363/4     363/4      

3%  33/8  +  l/4 
18  183/8  +  3/8 
66  167i/2  +  lVi 
21%     217/8   +     3/8 

571/4      573/4    +       3/8 

26%  26%  —     % 

8%  8%  —     % 

87%  87i/4  —  1 

201/2  201/2  —     1/2 

30  30  —     % 

133/s  131/2  —     1/4 
MARKET 

033/4  104 


% 

02l/2  ]  021/2  —     1/2 
MARKET 

3%       31/2   +     % 
1%       1%  —     Vs 

4  4         

18%     18%      


Rites  in  Syracuse  for 
Myron  Kallet's  Mother 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  yesterday  for  Mrs. 
Sarah  Kallet,  78,  mother  of  M.  J. 
Kallet,  president  of  Kallet  Theaters 
of  Oneida,  and  of  Nathan  W.,  Sidney 
J.  and  Joseph  P.  Kallet,  all  identi- 
fied with  theater  operation  up-state. 
Mrs.  Kallet  died  following  a  year's 
illness. 


Warners  Set  Pfd.  Dividend 

Warners  board  at  a  meeting  yes- 
terday declared  the  regular  quart- 
erly dividend  of  96%  cents  on  the 
preferred  stock,  payable  June  1  to 
stockholders  of  record  on  May  21. 


Extended  Playing  Time 
At  New  Newark  High 

Newark,  N.  J.  —  Exhibitors  here 
are  getting  more  running  time  from 
top  film  releases  than  ever  before  in 
the  industry's  history.  Attendance 
records,  local  managers  point  out, 
were  never  as  high  and  never  be- 
fore— as  now — were  extended  runs 
packing  them  in  at  all  the  downtown 
houses  simultaneously,  week  after 
week. 

Currently,  for  example,  "China," 
topping  the  holdover  records  of 
"Rhythm,"  "Wake"  and  "Morocco" 
by  from  20  to  50  per  cent,  is  in  its 
third  week  at  Paramount's  Newark 
Theater,  definitely  slated  for  a  fourth 
and  a  possible  fifth  week.  At  the 
Little  Theater,  "39  Steps,"  setting 
a  new  high,  is  currently  in  its  third 
and  definitely  scheduled  for  a  fourth. 
"Hello,  Frisco,  Hello"  is  a  holdover 
at  RKO  Proctor's  as  is  "Edge  of 
Darkness"  at  Warners'  Branford. 

Additional  proof  of  the  "run  on  ex- 
tended runs"  being  enjoyed  here,  is 
reflected  at  the  Little  Theater  where 
"Fantasia,"  "Wayward  Girls"  and 
"Ecstasy"  recently  ran  five  weeks; 
at  the  Branford  where  "Air  Force," 
"Yankee"  and  "King's  Row"  smashed 
all  previous  records;  at  Loew's  State 
where  "Miniver"  went  on  for  five 
weeks  to  set  a  new  attendance  high 
with  the  exception  of  GWTW  and  at 
Proctor's  where  "Hitler's  Children" 
shattered  a  b.o.  gross  record  of  30 
years'   standing. 


Copper  Shippings  Salvage 
Process  Simple,  Says  Smith 

Some  confusion  as  to  the  best 
method  of  salvaging  the  copper 
strippings  from  copper  coated  high 
intensity  carbons  has  existed  al- 
though the  process  is  simple,  ac- 
cording to  A.  G.  Smith,  acting  chief 
of  the  amusements  section  of  the 
WPB. 

Smith  reported  yesterday  that  the 
WPB  had  been  informed  by  the  Na- 
tional Carbon  Co.  that  the  copper 
coated  carbons  can  be  stripped  by 
crushing  the  carbon  strip  and  then 
separating  the  copper  plating  from 
the  remains  of  the  crushed  carbons. 

These  copper  strippings,  Smith 
said,  are  99.2  per  cent  pure  copper 
and  represent  a  most  valuable  con- 
tribution to  the  copper  salvage  scrap 
pile.  Smith  pointed  out  that  it  re- 
quires many  thousands  of  pounds  of 
copper  to  manufacture  any  copper- 
plate high  intensity  carbons,  and  if 
the  exhibitors  will  continue  to  co- 
operate with  the  WAC  and  the  WPB 
in  recovering  and  turning  back  to 
their  supply  dealers  the  copper  drip- 
pings and  strippings,  "it  is  our  sin- 
cere hope  that  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther reductions  in  the  use  of  cop- 
per coated  carbons." 


Theater  Publicity  Post  for  Kassel 

Chicago — Norman  Kassel  has  been 
named  20th-Fox  publicity  head  for 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Detroit 
territory.  Jay  Frank,  assistant  to 
Jules  Fields  goes  to  the  New  York 
headquarters. 


Columbus  to  Adopt 
Eastern  War  Time 

Columbus,  O. — Effective  from  Sun- 
day to  October,  all  Columbus  except 
the  State  House  adopts  Eastern  War 
Time,  supplanting  CWT  which  the 
state  inaugurated  several  months  ago. 


Hunt's  Theaters  Sells 
In  Philly  and  Jersey 


Philadelphia — Two  former  Hunt's 
Theaters  houses  have  changed  hands. 
A.  M.  Ellis  Theaters  Co.  has  pur- 
chased the  first-run  Rockland,  N. 
Broad  St.,  Philadelphia,  operated  for 
20  years  by  William  Hunt,  while  the 
Crescent,  West  Collingswood,  N.  J., 
has  been  acquired  by  Albert  M.  Co- 
hen and  Associates. 

Brokers  in  the  Philadelphia  deal 
were  Berk  &  Krumgold,  New  York; 
seller  was  represented  by  Arthur 
W.  Lewis  and  the  purchaser  by  Al- 
bert M.  Cohen  and  Reuben  E.  Cohen. 
Berk  &  Krumgold  also  were  brok- 
ers in  the  W.  Collingswood  trans- 
action with  Reuben  Cohen  acting  for 
the   purchasers. 


Army  to  Transfer  Optical 
Building  to  Eastman  Kodak 


Rochester — The  new  Kodak  op- 
tical works  building  here  will  be 
officially  transferred  from  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  U.  S  Army,  to 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.  in  ceremonies 
this  afternoon.  Kodak  will  oc- 
cupy the  building  under  lease  from 
the  Government  for  the  duration  of 
the  war  to  produce  materials  for  the 
Government. 

Col.  Frank  J.  Atwood,  chief  of  the 
Rochester  Ordnance  District,  will 
represent  the  Government.  Kodak 
will  be  represented  by  Dr.  A.  K. 
Chapman,  vice-president  and  assis- 
tant general  manager,  and  William 
T.  Roach,  manager  of  the  Hawk- 
Eye  Works. 


Para.  Files  Cost  Judgment 
In  Stockholders'  Action 


Cost  judgment  of  $296  was 
entered  in  New  York  County  Clerk's 
office  yesterday  by  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  and  directors  against 
Henry  Hornstein  and  other  minority 
stockholders  who  lost  their  appeal  in 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court  in  their  action 
to  recover  $100,000  allegedly  paid  in 
bribes  to  George  E.  Browne  and  Wil- 
liam Bioff,  former  IATSE  officials. 
The  action  had  been  dismissed  in 
New  York  Supreme  Court.  The  de- 
cision was  upheld  by  the  Appellate 
Division. 


Albert  Stoessel,  Conductor,  Dies 

Albert  Stoessel,  well-known  com- 
poser and  conductor,  dropped  dead 
from  a  heart  attack  at  5  p.m.  yester- 
day in  the  auditorium  of  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters, 
during  a  ceremonial  conducted  by  the 
American  Academy  and  the  National 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters. 


Calif.  ITO  Wants  Theat 
Biz  on  48-Hour  Week  Be 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   D. 

Hollywood— ITO  of  Southern  ( 
fornia  is  campaigning  to  have 
ater  business  placed  on  a  48-1 
week  basis.  California  regulat 
restrict  women  workers  to  48  h 
and  this  would  have  to  be  alt 
to  meet  ITO's  wishes. 

Current  minimum  for  pairfal 
workers  provides  for  40  ceter 
hour  to  adult  women  working* 
than  a  full  week,  and  30  cent: 
minors. 


IVEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HAI 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURf 


in   George  Stevens' 


'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIE 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picti 

Gala   Stage   Revue    •    Symphony   Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6- 
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JOHN    GARFIELD      •      FAY    EMERSON 
and   

'TAHITI   HONEY' 

SIMONE   SIMON     •     DENNIS  O'KEEFE 


LoMew'sSTm 

On    Screen 
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KATHARINE  HEPBURN 
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a   20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
starring  HENRY  FONDA 
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^\  L //  Metro -Goldwyn-Mayer's 

I^ar  of  stars 

'  /  //  \  \ x  sets  new  record  in  Capitol, 
N.  Y.  World  Premiere! 


Resenting  lily  *£.. 
•1he  human  co^D 

..^BIN  IN  THE  SKV  u5'» 
..^•OHTLY  DANGER^ 
..^BARRYWASALA^e, 

BATAAN'ond  lots'00 


JUDY  GARLAND  .  VAN  HEFLIN  in  "PRESENTING  LILY  MARS" 
with  Fay  Bainter  •  Richard  Carlson  •  Spring  Byington  •  Marta  Eggerth 
Connie  Gilchrist  •  Leonid  Kinskey  •  Tommy  Dorsey  and  his  Orchestra 
Bob  Crosby  and  his  Orchestra  •  Screen  Play  by  Richard  Connell  and 
Gladys  Lehman  •  Based  upon  the  Novel  by  Booth  Tarkington  •  Directed 
by  Norman  Taurog  •  Produced  by  Joseph  Pasternak  •  An  M-G'M  Picture 


Book  "Prelude  To  War"  Released  May  27th 
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Mass.  Senate  Voles 
Games'  Death  Knell 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

legally  permitted  in  cities  and  towns 
outside  of  Boston  when  staged  for 
charity  purposes  and  even  in  many 
instances  where  staged  merely  as  a 
private  enterprise.  Some  five  years 
ago  the  game  which  formerly  flour- 
ished on  the  main  streets  of  Boston 
was  banned  in  the  Hub  when  the 
City  Council  voted  an  investigation. 

The  operators  largely  merely 
moved  to  adjacent  suburbs  and  in 
many  instances  buses  and  even 
limousines  have  operated  from  prom- 
inent corners  and  locations  taking 
customers  to  the  Beano  games  sev- 
eral miles   away. 

Theaters  have  fought  bitterly 
against  it  in  some  localities  but  in 
others  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
crowds  it  brings  to  support  it  next 
door  or  to  give  aquiescent  support 
in  others.  In  most  parts  of  the  coun- 
try Beano  is  known  as  Bingo  but  in 
Boston,  appropriately  enough,  it  has 
always  been  officially  termed  Beano. 


Morgan  Opens  Para.  Shorts 
Meetings  Here  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
first  of  a  series  of  similar  district 
sales  meetings  which  Morgan  will 
hold  in  key  cities  to  discuss  and 
analyze  the  company's  program  of 
64  Shorts  for  1943-44. 

Morgan  will  hold  meetings  in 
Philadelphia  on  Saturday,  Boston, 
17th,  Cleveland,  19th,  Atlanta,  22nd, 
Dallas,  24th,  Kansas  City  26th,  and 
Denver  29th.  His  final  meeting  will 
be  held  in  Los  Angeles  on  May  31. 

While  on  the  Coast,  Morgan  will 
spend  some  time  conferring  with  the 
various  producers  of  Paramount 
short  subjects.  On  the  agenda  will 
be  a  discussion  of  plans  with  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  head  of  the  Para- 
mount Studio,  and  Lou  Harris  for 
the  series  of  two-reel  Technicolor 
musicals,  which  Harris  will  produce 
in  the  new  lineup.  He  will  also  con- 
fer with  George  Pal  on  the  "Mad- 
cap Model"  series  of  Puppetoons, 
and  Jerry  Fairbanks  who  will  pro- 
duce three  series  for  the  program — 
"Speaking  of  Animals,"  "Popular 
Science,"  and  "Unusual  Occupa- 
tions." 


Jack  Half 


%     r  n 

▼  T  T 

A  Short  Interview 

•  •  •  ANTICIPATING  the  fact  that  for  the  balance  of  this  month 
Oscar  Morgan,  general  sales  manager  of  short  subjects  for  Paramount, 
and  ditto  for  Paramount  News,  will  be  concentrating  in  "all  out"  fashion 
on  the   1943-44  program,  this  corner  sought  him  out  for  a  biz  chit-chat 

It's  well  that  the  spot  nooze  seeking  was  undertaken,  when  you 

consider  that  tomorrow,  at  the  local  Hotel  Pierre,  Mister  Morgan  will 
huddle  with  company's  branch  managers  and  short  subject  representa- 
tives, and  then  coast  Coast-ward  with  the  following  planning  and  dis- 
tribution conclaves  scheduled:  Philadelphia,  May  15;  Boston,  May  17; 
Cleveland,  May  19;  Atlanta,  May  22;  Dallas,  May  24;  Kansas  City,  May 

26;  Denver,  May  29;   and  Los  Angeles,  May  31 Upon  his  arrival 

at  the  Paramount  lot,  he  will  confer  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  studio  head, 
and  Lou  Harris  for  the  series   of  two-reel  Technicolor  musicals,  which 

Harris  will  produce  in  the  new  line-up Also  on  the  agenda   are 

meetings  with  George  Pal  on  the  "Madcap  Model"  series  of  Puppetoons, 
and  Jerry  Fairbanks,  who  will  produce  three  series  for  the  oncoming 
program, — "Speaking  of  Animals,"  "Popular  Science,"  and  "Unusual 
Occupations" Plans  for  Paramount  News  will  be  discussed  prominent- 
ly at  each  point  in  the  trans-continental  trek 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  BIGGEST  trade  news  sounded  by  Mister  Morgan  yester- 
day to  your  correspondent,  anent  the  company's  determination  to  go 
the  limit  on  all-entertainment  shorts  for  the  new  season,  both  from 
the  standpoint  of  budget  and  production  wherewithal^  was  the  sin- 
cerely and  logically  expressed  opinion  that,  for  the  good  of  the  entire 

industry,  rentals  should  be  boosted  on  tab  reel  attractions Why? 

There  are  multiple  reasons For  at  least  a  decade  or  more, 

the  rentals  paid  by  outlets  have  generally  remained  stationary,  not- 
withstanding the  tremendous  upswing  in  quality  imparted  by  the  prin- 
cipal shorts-makers  to  their  product This  rise  in  value  to  ex- 
hibitor and  public  springs  from  better  stories,  better  stars  and  players, 
employment  of  color  and  better  color,  and  better  all-around  technical 

factors Yet  the  theaterman  is  currently  paying  for  shorts  only  the 

static  scale  which  has  prevailed  since  the  early  1930'$.  .  ■  • .  .This  is  any- 
thing but  a  healthy  situation  for  tab  producers-  ■ ...  .They  are  on   a 

virtually  "pegged"  economic  basis,  while  their  costs  have  rocketed 

It's  anything  but  healthy  likewise  for  the  theaterman,  who  must  have 
both  an  interest  and  responsibility  in  the  welfare  of  such  product,— 

for  shorts  are  made  for  him,  and  his  customers It  isn't  healthy 

either  for  filmland  as  a  whole,  because  the  entertainment  chain,  com- 
prising all  that  goes  upon  the  screen,  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest 

link And  certainly  the  short  subject  is  a  vital  link  in  said  chain 

Today,  more  than  ever,  the  showman  can  afford  to  pay  shorts 

what  can  appropriately  be  termed  "a  safe  living  wage" Actually, 

he  cannot  afford  not  to  do  it  if  he  wants  the  industry  to  keep  improv- 
ing, and  for  his  own  business  to  keep  improving  with  it 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     BENEFITS  of  short  subjects  to  filmland  are  too  legion  and 

obvious  to  warrant  citing They  are  taken  too  much  for  granted 

Reels  being  made  today  by  the  skilled  and  conscientious  producers 
afford  an  example  of  industry  progress  matched  only  by  the  cream  of 
the  fashioners  of  features If  shorts  rentals  are  boosted,  the  theater- 
man  will  only  be  making  an  investment  in  his  business,  and  in  the.  trade 
to  which  he  belongs 

▼  ■   T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR!...... 
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CORNELIA  OTIS  SKINNER  will  arrive  in  Ho 
lywood  Monday  from  New  York. 

CLAUDE  LEE,  director  of  public  relations  f 
Paramount,  returned  yesterday  from  a  rhrei 
week   trip  to   Florida   and   North   Carolina. 

CHARLES    EINFELD,    Warners'   director  of_a<| 
vertising   and   publicity,   was   back   in 
yesterday    from    Washington.       MORT 
STOCK,     MITCHELL     RAWSON,     WIL 
and    IRVING   YERCIN    remain    there    for   anoth 
day  or  two. 

FRED  CREENWAY,  manager  of  the  Palac 
Hartford,  Conn.,  is  vacationing  in  New  Yo  : 
and    Batlimore. 

MARY  iPICKFORD  will  arrive  in  New  Yo 
tomorrow,  for  a  week's  stay  before  continuii 
on   to   Toronto. 

L.  W.  CONROW,  president  of  Altec  Servic 
has  returned  to  New  York  from  a  two  week 
trip  through  the  Middle  West,  South  and  Soutl 
west. 

D.  A.  DORAN,  Columbia  producer,  retur 
to  the  Coast  today. 

JOHN    iBALABAN     is    due     back     i 
Sunday   from   his   trip  West. 


Ashkins  Named  St.  Louis 
Branch  Manager  for  UA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Winn  as  manager  of  the  local  branc 
of  United  Artists.  Ashkins  has  bet 
the  St.  Louis  city  salesman  for  aboi 
eight  years.  Winn  was  recently  pr 
moted  to   a  UA  district  post. 

Ray  Wylie,  who  has  been  trave 
ing  the  Southern  Illinois  territor 
comes  into  St.  Louis  to  take  ovi 
the  city  salesman  job  formerly  he. 
by  Ashkins. 

Charley  Ferris,  who  has  been  hai 
dling  the  Memphis  territory,  goi 
back  to  Southern  Illinois,  his  o 
stamping  grounds  when  with  Colun 
bia  Pictures  prior  to  joining  UA. 


Skirball-Spitz  to  Make 
Two  Features  for  UA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Skirball  will  be  the  active  produci 
for  both.      First  starts   shooting 
July  in  early  September. 

Andrew  L.  Stone,  who  is  produ 
ing  "Hi  Diddle  Diddle,"  will  all 
make  "Petticoat  Lane"  for  UA.  E' 
ward  Small's  first  picture  will  1 
"The    Raft." 


Cutler  Musical  for  Mono. 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAIl 

Hollywood — Lester  Cutler  will  pr 
duce  ''Sweethearts  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
big-budget  musical,  for  Monograi 
A  "name"  band  will  be  used  in  tl 
production,  which  will  start  shoo 
ing  in  about  six  weeks. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Chidoff,  < 
1999  E.  5th  St.,  Brooklyn,  announ 
the  engagement  of  their  daughtc 
Lulu,  to  Murray  Eisenstadt,  son 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Eisenstadt,  of  3f 
Legion  St.,  Brooklyn. 


SCREEN  TIME:  55  MINUTES 


« 


I 
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If  he  could  speak,  he'd  ask  you 
to  book  "Prelude  To  War." 

He'd  want  the  folks  back  home 
to  get  fighting  mad  too! 

"Prelude  To  War"  will  do  it -and 
will  help  win  this  war. 

It's  as  thrilling  as  a  gangster  picture 
because  it  is  a  gangster  picture. 

He  gave  a  lifetime. 

Mister,  can  you  spare  55  minutes  of  screen  time? 


The  U.  S.  Government  presents  "Pteludc 
To  War."  Release  May  27th.  War  Dept. 
prints  gratis.  Exciting  accessories  from 
National  Screen  Service.  Sponsored  by 
the  War  Activities  Committee  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry;  1501  Broad- 
way N.  Y.  C. 


Where  to  book  it:  Columbia — Boston,  Des  Moines,  Los  Angeles.  M-G-M 
— Detroit,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh.  Paramount — 
Albany,  Cincinnati,  Denver,  Oklahoma  City,  San  Francisco.  RKO — 
Dallas,  New  York,  Seattle.  Republic — Charlotte.  20th  Century-Fox — 
Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Milwaukee,  Washington.  UA — Indian- 
apolis, Kansas  City.  Universal — Minneapolis,  Portland.  Warner  Bros. — 
Atlanta,  New  Haven,  Omaha,  St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City. 
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:<  -&  Reviews  of  thc  new  nuns  >  :< 


"Bombardier" 

with    Pat   O'Brien,    Randolph    Scott 
KO  99   Mins. 

MAKING  OF  A  BOMBARDIER  IS  TOLD 
vTTH  A  KICK;  INTERESTING  FILM 
HOULD  PULL  HEAVILY. 

The  process  by  which  green  material  is 
ransformed  into  a  finished,  deadly  bom- 
ardier  is  traced  effectively  in  this  RKO 
adio  tribute  to  the  boys  who  handle  the 
omb  sights.     The  story  has  been  told  with 

lot  of  human  detail  which  creates  emo- 
ional  as  well  as  dramatic  impact.  What 
oes  on  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the 
len  who  serve  as  bombardiers  is  laid  bare 
/ith  skill  and  understanding  in  a  film  that 
acks  a  boxoffice  wallop.  The  story  of 
Bombardier"  is  marked  by  joy  and  tragedy 
s  it  weaves  its  interesting  tale  of  young 
ien  trying  to  master  the  exacting  and  in- 
ricate  business  of  operating  the  Norden 
omb  sight. 

The  film  builds  up  its  popular  appeal  by 
Mowing  some  of  the  characters  their  mo- 
rients  of  romance.  These  moments  are  a 
,'elcome  relief  from  the  essentially  serious 
oture  of  the  story.  Anne  Shirley  is  in 
he  cast  to  supply  the  chief  romantic  foil. 

While  the  story  follows  a  pattern  rather 
aithfully,  it  has  been  developed  well,  with 
>lenty  of  attention  given  to  the  creation 
f  excitement  and  suspense.  Pat  O'Brien 
nd  Randolph  Scott  are  officers  in  the  air 
orps  who  are  constantly  arguing  over 
whether  the  pilot  or  the  bombardier  is  the 
setter  man.  The  argument  is  settled  when 
)'Brien  offers  ample  proof  of  the  deadliness 
f  the  bombardier.  The  film  ends  in  a  tre- 
nendous  burst  of  excitement  when  O'Brien 
eads  a  bombing  raid  on  a  Japanese  war 
ilant.  Scott  is  required  to  give  his  life  to 
ssure  the  success  of  the  attack.  The 
limax  of  the  film  has  been  managed  with 
triking   realism. 

O'Brien  is  fine  as  the  head  of  the  bom- 
lardier  training  school.  As  good  is  Scott 
is  the  pilot  who  is  won  over  to  O'Brien's 
iews.  Eddie  Albert,  Walter  Reed,  Robert 
tyan,  Barton  MacLane,  Richard  Martin  are 
he   best   of  the   others. 

Robert  Fellows  produced.  Richard  Wal- 
ace  directed  with  plenty  of  bite.  John  Twist 
md  Martin  Rackin  provided  the  story  from 
vhich  the  former  contrived  the  forceful 
creenplay.  Nicholas  Musuraca  and  Ver- 
lon  L.  Walker  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
ihotography  and  special  effects,  respective- 

y- 

The  film  was  made  with  Government  co- 
iperation.  Much  of  it  was  filmed  at  the 
Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kirtland  Field 
n  New  Mexico. 

CAST:  Pat  O'Brien,  Randolph  Scott, 
^nne  Shirley,  Eddie  Albert,  Walter  Reed, 
lobert  Ryan,  Barton  MacLane,  Leonard 
itrong,  Richard  Martin,  Russell  Wade, 
ames  Newill,  John  Miljan,  Charles  Russell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Fellows;  Di- 
ector,  Richard  Wallace;  Screenplay,  John 
Twist;  Based  on  story  by  John  Twist,  Mar- 
in Rackin;  Musical  Score,  Roy  Webb; 
Musical  Director,  C.  Bakaleinikoff ;  Camera- 
nan,  Nicholas  Musuraca;  Special  Effects, 
/ernon  L.  Walker;  Art  Directors,  Albert  S. 
)'Agostino,  Al  Herman;  Film  Editor,  Robert 
Vise. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


"The  Ghost  and  the 
Guest" 

with  James  Dunn,  Florence  Rice 
PRC  61   Mins. 

ANAENIC  MYSTERY  COMEDY  IS  TOO 
INEFFECTUAL  TO  APPEAL  TO  OTHER 
THAN  KIDS  AND  INDISCR1MINATING 
ELDERS. 

This  one  belongs  strictly  on  double  bills 
in  the  smaller  spots.  The  film  is  a  weak 
mystery  comedy  in  which  there  isn't  much  of 
either  mystery  or  comedy.  The  goings-on 
are  of  the  sort  to  appeal  only  to  children 
and  the  most  unintelligent  of  the  grown- 
ups. 

The  story  is  a  puny  affair  that  has  to  be 
buttered  pretty  thin  to  cover  feature-length. 
The  action  takes  place  in  a  house  equipped 
with  sliding  panels,  secret  doors,  hidden 
passages  and  other  claptrap  of  blood-and- 
thunder  melodrama.  The  characters  keep 
popping  in  and  out  of  openings  like  mice. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  out  whether  the  film 
is  intended  to  be  serious  or  burlesque. 
Minds  that  are  not  discriminating  may  be 
able   to  garner  a  few  laughs  from   it  all. 

The  main  characters  are  a  honeymooning 
couple  played  by  James  Dunn  and  Flor- 
ence Rice.  It  seems  the  house  belongs  to 
a  relative  of  Dunn's.  The  couple's  hopes  of 
peace  and  quiet  in  which  to  enjoy  their 
marital  status  are  dashed  when  the  two 
discover  that  the  place  is  being  used  as  a 
hangout  by  criminals,  eccentric  characters 
and  other  unpleasant  individuals.  Dunn 
spends  his  time  wandering  about  trying  to 
solve  the  mystery  of  the  old  house.  Finally 
he  brings  about  the  arrest  of  the  criminals. 
This  enables  him  to  concentrate  his  atten- 
tion on  his  bride  at  the  end. 

The  acting  isn't  of  much  help  to  the 
production,  which  was  turned  out  by  Arthur 
Alexander  and  Alfred  Stern.  James  Dunn, 
Florence  Rice,  Mabel  Todd  are  capable  of 
much  better  acting  jobs  than  they  deliver 
in  this  picture.  The  first  two  play  the  new- 
lyweds. 

William  Nigh's  direction  is  slapdash  and 
the  screenplay  of  Morey  Amsterdam  in- 
fantile. 

CAST:  James  Dunn,  Florence  Rice,  Mabel 
Todd,  Sam  McDaniel,  Robert  Dudley,  Eddy 
Chandler,  Jim  Toney,  Robert  Bice,  Renee 
Carson,  Tony  Ward,  Anthony  Caruso,  Eddie 
Foster. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  Arthur  Alexander, 
Alfred  Stern;  Director,  William  Nigh; 
Screenplay,  Morey  Amsterdam;  Musical  Di- 
rector, Lee  Zahler;  Film  Editor,  Charles 
Henkel,  Jr.;  Art  Director,  James  Alt- 
weis;  Cameraman,  Robert  Cline. 

DIRECTION,    Poor.      Photography,    Okay. 


Theater  Wing  to  Get  Print 

Sol  Lesser  will  present  a  print  of 
"Stage  Door  Canteen"  to  the  Amer- 
ican Theater  Wing  War  Service, 
Inc.,  at  the  latter's  offices  this  af- 
ternoon. Carl  Leserman  will  repre- 
sent UA  at  the  ceremonies.  Print 
will  be  accepted  by  Rachel  Crothers, 
president  of  the  Wing.  Cheryl  Wal- 
ker and  William  Terry  of  the  pic's 
cast  will  attend. 


O'Donnell  in  Hub  Tomorrow 

Boston  —  Robert  O'Donnell,  Na- 
tional Chief  Barker  of  the  Variety 
Clubs,  will  be  tendered  a  luncheon 
in  the  Georgian  Room  of  Hotel  Stat- 
ler  tomorrow. 


"Pardon  My  Gun" 

with    Charles   Starrett,   Alma    Carroll 
Columbia  56  Mins. 

WESTERN  IS  LOADED  WITH  ENOUGH 
ROUGH-AND-TUMBLE  STUFF  TO  KEEP 
THE  KIDS  ENTERTAINED. 

Charles  Starrett  certainly  sticks  his  neck 
out  in  this  western,  putting  it  almost  in 
a  noose.  That  comes  from  his  trying  to 
help  Alma  Carroll,  daughter  of  a  sheep  herd- 
er. The  gal  gets  herself  into  difficulty 
when  she  puts  her  hands  on  a  bag  of  dough 
belonging  to  a  chap  murdered  by  outlaws 
taking  orders  from  a  crooked  judge. 

The  money  was  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  cattle  men  in  a  campaign  to  prevent 
the  building  of  a  dam  on  their  land.  The 
only  other  possible  site  is  on  land  belonging 
to  the  girl's  father  and  other  sheep  men. 
Miss  Carroll  feels  that  by  holding  on  to 
the  dough  she  will  prevent  the  cattle  men 
from  carrying  out  their  plans.  Her  scheme 
backfires  and  Starrett  is  accused  of  the 
murder  at  the  instigation  of  the  villains, 
who  are  pretty  sore  at  having  the  loot 
snatched  from  under  their  noses.  Starrett 
has  to  square  himself  plenty  with  Miss 
Carroll  because  he  is  an  engineer  sent  to 
make  a  survey  on  the  results  of  which  will 
depend  the  choice  of  the  dam  site.  At  the 
wind-up  he  has  everything  under  control, 
the   villains   included. 

Starrett  and  Miss  Carroll  are  supported 
by  Arthur  Hunnicutt,  Noah  Beery,  Sr.  (the 
head  villain),  Dick  Curtis,  among  others. 
Texas  Jim  Lewis  and  his  Lone  Star  Cowboys 
supply    a    few    musical    interludes. 

William  Berke's  direction  keeps  the  ac- 
tion always  at  a  hot  pace.  The  screenplay 
is  by  Wyndham  Gittens.  Jack  Fier  pro- 
duced. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Alma  Carroll, 
Arthur  Hunnicutt,  Noah  Beery,  Sr.,  Dick 
Curtis,  Lloyd  Bridges,  Ted  Mapes,  Dave 
Harper,  Roger  Gray,  Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
Lone   Star   Cowboys. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Fier;  Director, 
William  Berke;  Screenplay,  Wyndham  Git- 
tens; Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks;  Camera- 
man, George  Meehan;  Film  Editor,  Mel 
Thorsen. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY", 
Good. 
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Film  Processing  Added 
To  WMC's  Essential  Listing 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  month  ago  by  The  Film  Daily, 
when  it  was  pointed  out  that  a  re- 
cent revision  of  the  communications 
bulletin  mentioned  among  the  ac- 
tivities held  essential  in  the  commu- 
nications field  the  "development  of 
sensitized  film." 

Nick  Tronolone,  chairman  of  the 
motion  picture  laboratories'  defense 
committee,  and  Richard  W.  Alt- 
schuler,  of  Pathe  and  Consolidated 
Labs,  respectively,  appeared  on 
March  17  before  the  advisory  group 
to  the  Essential  Activities  Commit- 
tee, in  order  to  present  the  case  for 
essentiality  of  laboratory  workers. 
It  is  believed  that  four  jobs  have 
been  suggested  for  inclusion  on  the 
essential  list,  but  no  decision  on 
these  has  yet  been  reached  by  WMC. 


"Doctors  At  War"  ^m„s 

OWI-Universal  10   minsTJ.eB> 

Highly  Informative 

If  anyone  happens  to  imagine  that 
the  Army  doctors  of  today  are  mere- 
ly physicians  and  surgeons  who  are 
put  into  uniform,  commissioned,  and 
sent  off  to  battle  areas  to  admin- 
ister the  arts  and  sciences  of  their 
profession  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
such  a  one  will  be  both  accurately 
informed  to  the  contrary,  and  sur- 
prised, by  the  contents  of  this  one- 
reeler.  Actually,  the  modern  medico 
of  World  War  II  goes  through  an 
amazingly  intensive  and  varied  type 
of  training  to  fit  him  for  duty. 

Footage  shows  the  officer-doctors 
at  drill,  on  long  marches  under  full 
pack,  learning  fine  points  of  combat, 
logistics,  and  even  celestial  naviga- 
tion. They  also  are  imparted  the 
latest  standardized  methods  of  car- 
ing for  their  khaki-clad  "patients," 
including  employment  of  the  latest 
life-saving  drugs  and  blood  plasma. 
To  them  is  entrusted  the  human  con- 
sequences of  battle.  They  are  made 
every  inch  soldiers  in  their  own  right. 
This  new  OWI  offering  will  more 
than  instruct  audiences.  Indeed,  it 
will  bring  comfort  and  solace  to  ev- 
ery American  who  has  a  relative  or 
other  loved  one  under  fire  on  far- 
flung  fronts.  It  is,  of  course,  dis- 
tributed free  to  the  nation's  exhib- 
itors, via  WAC  in  general,  and  Uni- 
versal in  particular. 


"What  We  Are  Fighting  For" 

Universal  10  mins. 

Fair 

This  is  another  celluloid  denuncia- 
tion of  the  Nazi  way  of  life.  The 
film  puts  over  its  thought  via  a  little 
drama  in  which  the  chief  partici- 
pants are  Osa  Massen,  Samuel  S. 
Hinds  and  Lon  Chaney.  Chaney  is  a 
citizen  who  gripes  at  war-time  re- 
strictions and  discomforts.  He 
changes  his  attitude  when  Samuel  S. 
Hinds,  an  air-raid  warden,  lets  Miss 
Massen,  a  refugee,  tell  him  what 
the  Nazi  did  to  her  and  her  loved 
ones.  Flashbacks  are  used.  The 
film  loses  some  of  its  effect  by  its 
melodramatic  treatment.  On  the 
whole,  however,  it  serves  its  end 
nicely. 


20th-Fox 


"Patriotic  Pooches" 
(TerryToon) 

Fair 


7  mins. 


The  dogs  go  off  to  war  in  this 
Technicolor  cartoon.  The  action  re- 
volves around  a  pup  who  begs  to  be 
allowed  to  do  his  bit  for  his  country. 
The  little  fellow  gets  into  a  lot  of 
amusing  situations  that  will  give 
rise  to  many  laughs  where  the  kids 
are  concerned. 
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Ohio  ITO  Condemns 
Improper  Allocation 


■  ainucd  from  Page  1) 
was  adopted  by  the  Independent 
Theaters  Owners  of  Ohio  at  their 
meeting  here.  It  was  introduced  by 
Willis  Vance  of  Cincinnati.  No 
j:her  resolution  was  submitted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected 
~3a  acclamation:  President,  Martin 
G.  Smith.  Toledo;  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent, F.  W.  Hnss,  Jr.,  Cincinnati; 
Second  Vice-President,  Max  Stearn, 
Columbus;  Treasurer,  Leo  Kessel, 
Lancaster;  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary. 
New  board  of  directors  consists  of 
Henrv  Greenberger,  John  D.  Kala- 
fat,  Cleveland;  Nat  B.  Charnas,  To- 
ledo; Harold  Bernstein,  Norwood; 
C.  F.  Pfister,  Troy;  Henry  Thomas, 
Oakhill;  Edward  Biggio,  Steuben- 
ville;  Louis  F.  Fick,  Martins  Ferry; 
Joseph  W.  Trunk,  Youngstown;  Wil- 
lis Vance,  Cincinnati;  Jerome  Steel, 
Oberlin;  Leo  Jones,  Upper  Sandusky; 
Peter  Wellman,  Girard.  The  names 
were  submitted  by  Ernest  Schwartz, 
chairman  of  the  nominating  commit- 
tee. 

Abram  F.  Myers  reported  proceed- 
ings of  National  Allied's  Detroit 
board  meeting  at  a  closed  session. 
This  was  followed  by  a  question- 
answer  period  devoted  to  individual 
problems  involving  film  prices,  al- 
location and  distribution  evils. 

At  the  open  discussion  a  state- 
ment was  made  that  the  present  print 
shortage  is  largely  artificially  cre- 
ated by  the  distributors  via  extended 
runs.  E.  C.  Grainger  of  the  Schine 
circuit,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
exhibitor  evils  are  due  more  to  pic- 
ture misallocation  than  to  high  prices 
or  percentages. 

Pete  Wood  advanced  the  theory 
that  variation  of  theater  operating 
conditions  should  be  considered  in 
establishing  film  prices.  All  agreed 
that  subsequent-run  houses  cannot 
profitably  play  present  percentage 
demands  on  preferred  playing  time. 

Universal  will  be  approached  re- 
garding an  unofficial  statement  that 
the  third  Abbott  and  Costello  picture 
on  this  year's  program  will  be  held 
out  for  next  year  contrary  to  con- 
tract providing  delivery  of  three  Ab- 
bott and  Costello  pictures  now.  Con- 
vention adjourned  to  rousing  cheers 
of  the  large  crowd  which  stayed 
until  the  end. 


Screen  "Hangman"  May  25 

M-G-M  will  tradeshow  "Hitler's 
Hangman"  May  25  in  all  exchanges 
except  Memphis,  where  the  picture 
will  be  shown  May  29. 


STORKS 


Scranton — A  fifth  daughter  has 
been  born  to  Mrs.  James  Merrick, 
wife  of  the   Strand  manager. 

Edinburg,  Ind. — J.  B.  Sconce,  op- 
erator of  the  Sconce  Theater  here, 
is  the  father  of  a  six  and  one-half 
pound  baby  boy,  born  to  Mrs.  Sconce 
in  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Indianap- 
olis. 


WAR  SERVICE 

.  . .  on  the  Film  Front 


An  example  of  exhib.  willingness  to  co- 
operate with  the  War  Department  and  the 
OWI  on  "Prelude  To  War,"  is  shown  by  the 
action  of  New  York's  first-run  Globe 
Theater,  in  accepting  the  film  for  exhibi- 
tion following  its  first-run  engagement  at 
the  Strand.  This,  according  to  WAC  offi- 
cials, is  the  first  time  in  New  York  the- 
atrical history,  that  one  first-run  has  fol- 
lowed another  with  the  same  pic. 
.  .  .  —  V  .  .  .— 

Membership  of  Film  Exchange  Employes 
Union,  Local  B-51,  IATSE,  has  voted  unan- 
imously to  donate  a  day's  pay  to  the  Red 
Cross.  The  local  has  360  members,  60  of 
whom  are  serving  in  the  armed  forces. 
.  .  .  —  V  .  .  .— 

New  Haven — The  Loew-Poli  War  Bond- 
selling  crew  of  60  volunteer  women  who 
sell  in  the  lobby  of  the  theater  afternoon 
and  evening,  celebrated  their  first  anni- 
versary with  a  special  meeting  and  an- 
nounced $562,286.25  in  Stamps  and  Bonds 
had   been  sold   during  the  year. 


No  One-Day  Closings 
Expected  Next  Winter 


(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

days  but  war,  theater  owners  whose 
heating  plants  are  definitely  not  con- 
vertible to  coal  will  probablv  be  able 
to  obtain  sufficient  oil  so  that  their 
operations  will  not  be  curtailed.  Al- 
though OPA  is  still  anxious  that  all 
burners  which  are  convertible  be 
converted,  materials  for  conversion 
are  tighter  now  than  last  Winter, 
and  there  is  a  growing  uncertainty 
concerning  the  coal  supply. 

It  is  certain  that  the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  the  rationing  pro- 
gram will  be  simpler  next  winter 
than  last.  Although  the  same  con- 
fusion regarding  policies  may  be 
seen,  fuel  oil  users  will  probably  be 
allowed  to  file  applications  and  trans- 
act various  other  business  through 
the  mails,  thus  avoiding  the  long 
hours  lost  last  Winter  waiting  in 
queues  at  ration  boards. 

All  private  dwellings  and  business 
establishments  burning  less  than 
10,000  gallons  of  oil  per  year  are 
no  longer  required  to  convert  in  the 
New  England  states,  the  Dakotas, 
Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Missouri. 
The  tests  in  force  last  Winter  still 
apply  for  theaters  in  the  rest  of  the 
country,  except  for  Florida  and 
Georgia.  In  those  two  states  con- 
version is  no  longer  to  be  demanded. 


To  Attend  Ship  Launching 

Lillian  A.  Jeffery,  secretary  to 
Joseph  R.  Vogel  of  Loew's,  will  be 
in  Hingham,  Mass.,  Saturday  for  the 
launching  of  the  U.S.S.  Jeffery,  an 
escort  ship  named  in  commemora- 
tion of  her  nephew,  Ensign  Ira  Weil 
Jeffery,  who  was  killed  in  action  at 
Pearl  Harbor  on  Dec.  7,  1941.  Mrs. 
David  E.  Jeffery,  mother  of  the  late 
naval  officer,  will  act  as  sponsor  at 
the  dedication. 
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Knowitall  Handbook 
In  to  Aid  Quizzers 

Film  Daily  Answer  Reservoir  Arrives 

0 

To  Settle  Disputes  On  Movie  Matters 

By  A.  A.  DAUGHERTY. 

Judging  by  the  fool  questions  they  ask  via  telephone  as  ear! 
as  6:30  in  the  morning,  fans  who  get  into  arguments  about  movii 
and  their  stars  surely  derive  only  health  and  wealth  from  their  pr< 
mature  rising. 

Just  such  quiz  experts  must  worked  out;  and  maybe  Mr.  Bah 
have  been  borne  in  mind  by  Edi-  0USht  to  be  figured  in  for  a  ci 
tor     Chester     Bahn     when     he     of  same. 

planned  the  1943  Film  Daily  Year  He  and  his  book  deserve  tr 
Book  just  received  by  this  de-  credit  for  the  reply  of  "corred 
partment,  for  it's  a  regular  J*  someone  inquires  whether-  it 
knowitall  reservoir  of  answers  Jrue.  that  the  Clark  Theater  j 
and  movie  information  calculated  Canistota,  S.  D.,  has  a  seatir 
to  make  ye  movie  editor  as  dif-  capacity  of  275. 
ficult  as  John  Kieran  to  stump.         L  Someone   probably   will   year 

(That  is,  unless  interrogators  to  know  any  day  now  how  lor 
get  too  far  afield  from  this  de-  George  Washington  Slept  Here 
partment's  subjects.  As  one  dawn  Ninety-three  minutes,  Suh. 
patroler  did  last  week  in  'phoning  Since  1915  there  have  mounts 
us  to  ask  if  any  filly  had  ever  UP  19.169  titles  of  pictures  r< 
won  the  Derby,  though  actually  leased,  the  handbook  indicate 
he  got  his  answer,  too,,  filled  You  can  even  learn  from  one  < 
with  Regret,  of  "Yessir,  in  1915.")     the  ads  that  a  fellow  who  tak< 

pictures  of  show  folk  calls  hin 

The  silver  anniversary  edition        In    fact>    the    Year   Book   tJ 

of  the   reference   volume    hand-    jusf   about   everything   pertinei 

somely  bound  in  blue,  white  and    except  where  to  hide  it  to  keep 

gold,    really    nas    more    answers     from  bfinS  s,tolen-    Tbat  is  beir 

worked  out  locally. 


than  there  possibly  can  be  dis- 
putes to  arbitrate.  At  least,  that's 
my  fervent  hope,  for  while  Ar- 
thur Donovan  gets  nice  money 
for  calling  the  leather-uphol- 
stered swings  and  baseball's  men 
in  blue  suits  don't  do  it  just  to 
collect  pop  bottles  and  cushions,  | 
handing  down  a  decision  from 
this  Chair  of  Knowledge  never 
even  rates  a  sip  of  the  short  beer 
that's  at  stake.  As  sillier  and 
sillier  questions  are  thought  up, 
a    fee    system    may    have    to    be 


;  I 
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Summer  Biz  to  Hit  New  Peak  With  No  Closings 


ja 


Seasonal  Closings  to  be 
Nil;  Nation-wide  Level  of 
Box-Off  ice  Prices  Up  15% 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ings  will  be  nil,  according  to  the 
survey.  In  addition,  longer  hours  of 
operation  have  gone  into  effect  in 
many  large  industrial  areas  where 
war  work  is  keeping  plants  going  24 
hours  a  day.  Numerous  swing  shift 
performances  also  are  adding  to  the 
total. 

Equally  advantageous  to  the  ex- 
hibitor— and  to  Uncle  Sam  who  col- 
lects admission  taxes  and  excess 
profit  taxes — is  the  fact  that  the 
nation-wide  level  of  box-office  prices 
is  about  15  per  cent  higher  than  in 
the  early  part  of  1942,  the  survey 
reveals.  Some  of  the  larger  cities 
have  jumped  their  scales,  particu- 
larly in  first-run  houses,  considerably 
more  than  this  amount,  with  the 
more  important  subsequent-runs  fol- 
lowing suit,  but  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  the  figure  averages  out  15 
per  cent,  which  some  exhibitors  point 
out  does  not  even  cover  their  in- 
creased operation  costs.  Trend  to- 
ward price  boosts  is  not  completely 
over,  however,  according  to  the  field 
reports. 

Also  a  factor  in  the  healthy  the- 
ater business  situation  is  the  con- 
tinuing flow  of  product  with  better 
than  ordinary  drawing  power.  Pic- 
tures cited  among  the  current  best 
bets  include  "Air  Force,"  "Desper- 
adoes," "Edge  of  Darkness,"  "Hu- 
man Comedy,"  "White  Savage," 
"Flight  for  Freedom,"  "Something 
to  Shout  About,"  "It  Ain't  Hay," 
"Happy  Go  Lucky,"  "Hello,  Frisco, 
Hello,"  "Hangmen  Also  Die,"  "The 
Hard  Way,"  "My  Friend  Flicka" 
and  others,  with  "Casablanca,"  "Star 
Spangled  Rhythm,"  "Yankee  Doodle 
Dandy,"  "They  Got  Me  Covered"  and 
a  dozen  other  earlier  releases  still 
having  plenty  of  first-run  and  sub- 
sequent dates  to  play. 

Pre-Easter  slump  this  year  was 
practically  non-existent  in  majority 
of  territories  covered  by  the  survey. 
National  business  for  the  week  ended 
last  Wednesday  (April  28),  which 
included  Easter  Sunday,  was  more 
than  35  per  cent  better  than  a  year 
ago,  it  was  indicated.  The  Broad- 
way "take,"  as  in  the  case  of  sev- 
eral other  large  cities,  was  even 
higher. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


r 

/ 
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JIM   KEESE,  20th-Fox  publicity  staff,  Cincinnati. 

BILLY  BIEN,  Midwest  division  manager,  National 
Screen    Service,    Cincinnati. 

JOHN  EIFERT,  city  salesman,  Warners,  Cin- 
cinnati. 

GEORGE    LEFKO,    Warners,    Chicago. 

J.  AMBROSE,  branch  manager,  Warners,  Cin- 
cinnati. 

LEE  BRAVERMAN,  assistant  manager,  RKO 
Schine,  Syracuse. 


Weeh-end  Small  Town 
Biz  Climbs  in  Iowa 

Des  Moines,  la. — Small  town  busi- 
ness is  not  so  bad  as  described  in 
some  reports,  according  to  Mel  Evi- 
don,  Columbia  exchange  manager, 
who  returned  from  a  swing  of  North- 
western  Iowa. 

Rural  exhibitors  are  pretty  well 
satisfied  with  business,  according  to 
Evidon.  Weekdays,  he  said,  are  no 
worse  than  ever  and  Saturday  and 
Sunday  box  offices  are  picking  up. 

Evidon  said  patrons  now  include 
older  persons  who  never  attended 
movies  before. 


E.  M.  Loew  is  Loser 
In  Conspiracy  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  the  actions  by  all  constituted 
a  conspiracy.  The  jury  held  that  no 
conspiracy  had  existed.  Loew  had 
sought  damages  and  an  injunction. 

Hearing  was  first  held  before  Spe- 
cial Master  Arthur  Black  who  also 
found  no  evidence  of  conspiracy. 
Loew  then  moved  for  a  jury  trial. 
Case  was  filed  three  years  ago. 

East  Orange  Clearance 
Complaint  is  Dismissed 

Clearance  complaint  filed  by  the 
M.  J.  M.  Operating  Co.,  owner  of 
the  Beacon  Theater,  East  Orange, 
N.  J.,  has  been  dismissed  by  the 
arbitrator  partly  on  the  grounds  that 
the  complainant  admitted  that  the 
clearance  complained  of  was  not  un- 
reasonable if  competition  existed. 

Complainant  charged  that  the 
seven-day  clearance  held  by  the  Or- 
mont  Theater  over  the  Beacon  was 
unreasonable  because  the  theaters 
were  not  in  competition  with  each 
other.  The  arbitrator  found  that 
competition  existed  between  the  two 
houses  which  are  a  mile  apart.  Dur- 
ing the  testimony,  the  complainant 
said  that  if  two  theaters  compete 
with  each  other,  seven  days  is  not 
unreasonable  clearance.  In  his  writ- 
ten opinion,  the  arbitrator  said  that 
"the  evidence,  in  view  of  the  com- 
plainant's admission  of  reasonable- 
ness, does  not  justify  a  reduction  in 
the  existing  clearance  of  seven  days." 

Harmon,.  Mellett  Confer 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Francis  J.  Harmon, 
WAC  co-ordinator,  was  in  Washing- 
ton yesterday  on  his  way  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  is  scheduled  to 
address  exhibitors.  He  conferred 
with  Lowell  Mellett  in  the  afternoon, 
but  implied  that  they  did  not  discuss 
the  Capra  Army  series.  Asked  spe- 
cifically whether  release  of  "the 
series"  had  been  discussed,  he  re- 
replied  "Isn't  that  water  under  the 
bridge?" 


WHN  and  Loew  Circuit  in 
Reciprocal  Promotion 


A  reciprocal  promotion  campaign 
originating  at  WHN  has  been  set  by 
the  station  and  the  Loew  circuit  to 
start  tomorrow.  The  promotion,  one 
of  the  largest  single  indie  station 
campaigns,  will  feature  an  animated 
movie  trailer  designed  to  publicize 
the  station's  four-hour  variety  show, 
"Gloom  Dodgers,"  and  will  be  shown 
in  70  Loew  nabes  in  the  New  York 
met.  area. 

Trailer,  produced  by  Herb  Chason, 
WHN  promotion  director,  announces 
"Gloom  Dodgers"  and  advances  in- 
formation of  the  Loew's  Theater- 
WHN  contest.  Contest  awards  50 
guest  tickets  to  Loew's  nabes  daily. 
It  is  planned  to  run  one  new  contest 
idea  each  week  and  repeat  those  that 
prove  successful.  The  first  contest 
centers  around  a  "misspelled"  word 
in  Loew's  Movie  Guide  appearing 
daily  in  the  N.  Y.  newspapers. 

Further  tie-in  with  Loew's  thea- 
ters is  the  use  made  of  the  Loew  car- 
toon characters  Willy  and  Nilly  ap- 
pearing in  all  Loew  ads  to  introduce 
"Gloom  Dodgers"  in  the  movie  trail- 
er. The  voices  of  Willy  and  Nilly  as 
they  are  heard  on  the  sound  track 
are  the  voices  of  two  "Gloom  Dodg- 
er" regulars,  Mort  Lawrence  and 
Karole  Singer. 

In  addition  to  the  trailer  there  will 
be  22"  x  28"  display  cards  in  the 
lobby  of  the  nabes  promoting  "Gloom 
Dodgers"  and  the  contest  plus  a  daily 
mention  of  the  radio  show  at  the 
Loew  houses  carrying  the  promotion. 


CIAA,  OWI  Cost  Data  Now 
In  Hands  of  Byrd  Com. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
non-essential  spending  by  Govern- 
ment agencies.  Motion  picture  ac- 
tivities of  these  two  agencies,  as 
well  as  their  radio  activities,  have 
been  under  investigation  by  the  com- 
mittee's   staff   for   several   weeks. 

Senator  Byrd  is  expected  to  study 
the  material  within  the  next  week, 
and  members  of  the  committee  staff 
are  fairly  certain  that  some  action 
will  result  from  his  study.  They  ap- 
parently feel  that  there  is  room  for 
considerable  economy  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bureaus  and  Byrd  is  the 
chief  congressional  champion  of  eco- 
nomy in  Government. 

The  data  is  quite  complete,  The 
Film  Daily  was  told,  covering  in 
full  all  phases  of  the  operations  of 
the  CIAA  and  OWI  bureaus. 


Party  for  Hilary  St.  Geo.  Saunders 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Hilary  St.  George 
Saunders;  British  author  of  "Com- 
bined Operations"  who  is  on  his  way 
to  the  Coast  to  appear  before  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences  will  be  feted  tomorrow  eve- 
ning at  the  National  Press  Club. 
Hosts  for  the  cocktail  party  will  be 
the  British   Information   Service. 


Columbia  Sets  44 
For  Next  Season 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dous  an  increase  in  playing  time  tjfTai 
the  company,  thus  assured  of  ho?jen 
overs,  will  this  year  double  its  1940- 
41  budget,  Montague  asserted.  Ex- 
tra time  on  such  pictures  as  "My 
Sister  Eileen,"  "The  Talk  of  the 
Town,"  "You  Were  Never  Lovelier," 
"Commandos  Strike  at  Dawn"  and 
"Something  to  Shout  About"  amount- 
ed to  3,600  days,  he  said. 

Productions,  to  be  sold  on  screen- 
ing only  and  excluded  from  the  pro- 
gram will  be  Sam  Wood's  "The  Land 
Is  Bright,"  and  another,  as  yet  un- 
titled, to  be  announced  later. 
Six  for  Technicolor 

Montague  said  six  pictures  will 
be  made  in  Technicolor,  more  than 
in  previous  years.  Titles  and  bud- 
get figure  will  be  announced  at  the 
New  York  meeting.  Musicals  and 
comedies  will  predominate.  Arthur 
Schwartz  will  handle  the  musicals, 
having  organized  a  Hollywood  com- 
pany now  in  production  on  "Cover 
Girl." 

Co-op  advertising  campaigns  will 
be  continued  it  was  stated.  The  ra- 
dio program  on  "The  More  the  Mer- 
rier" having  been  successful,  others 
will  be  used  this  season. 

The  company  made  a  country- 
wide survey  before  formulating  its 
sales  policy  for  the  new  season  and 
found,  despite  longer  runs,  that  the- 
aters needed  full  programs.  The 
company's  player  personnel  was  not 
hard  hit  by  war  as  female  stars  pre- 
dominate and  they  are  still  on  the 
job. 

Columbia,  for  the  first  time  in 
twe  years,  has  brought  its  entire 
sales  personnel  into  convention  in- 
stead of  only  its  top  sales  executives 
principally  because  the  home  office 
heads  want  a  first-hand  audit  of  the 
playing  time  available  to  all  compa- 
nies and,  particularly,  to  Columbia 
throughout  the  U.  S.,  Montague  ex- 
plained, adding  that  the  audit  is  all- 
important  at  this  time  because  of 
the  speed  of  production  in  the  AA 
classification  coming  from  the  stu- 
dio. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

JOHN  W.  DERMODY,  former  doorman,  Comer- 
ford,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  commissioned  a 
2nd   lieutenant. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

V.  W.  VARJABEDEAN,  formerly,  Majestic,  Bridge- 
port,   Conn.,    to   sergeant. 

*  NAVY  * 

WARNER   CENS,   Wilmer   &   Vincent,    Harrisburg, 

Pa. 

•  S"PARS  * 

MRS.  EVELYN  AUBERS,  clerk,  Paramount  con- 
struction   department,    Hollywood. 
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WALKER  TO  WAGE  jTOA'S  RENTALS  FIGHT 

20th-Fox  Reports  13-Week  Profit  of  $1,751,739 


Net  is  an  Increase  of 
$910,178  Over  Similar 
Period  of  Last  Year 


UA  Stages  Series  of 
Eight  Regional  Meets 


Carl  Leserman  has  set  a  series  of 
eight  UA  district  and  br;  nch  man- 
agers meetings  to  be  held  today  and 
aver  the  week-end  in  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, Cleveland,  Chicago,  New  Or- 
leans, Kansas  City,  San  Francisco 
and  Toronto. 

The  New  York  meeting  will  open 

{Continued   on    Page   4) 


Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp. 
;oday  reported  a  consolidated  net 
orofit  for  the  13  weeks  ended  March 
27,  1943,  of  $1,751,739,  after  provis- 
!  on  for  Federal  income  taxes  of  $2,- 
'885,000.  This  compares  with  a  profit 
bf  $841,561  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1942,  after  providing  for  Federal 
income  taxes  of  $650,000,  and  a 
arofit  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1942 
if  $3,353,781.  This  latter  figure  in- 
cluded a  dividend  from  National  The- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Sol  Lesser  to  Make  Pic 
Of  Second  Wing  Canteen 

A  new  feature,  based  on  the  ac- 
tivities of  a  second  of  the  Stage 
Door  Canteens  now  in  operation 
throughout  the  country  by  the  Amer- 
ican  Theater   Wing,  will   be   under- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 


Part  Time  War  WorU 
Hurts  Conn.  Houses 

New  Haven — Part  time  split-shift 
employment  in  war  industries  is  hav- 
ing an  adverse  effect  on  theater 
attendance,  exhibitors  complain. 
Operators,  especially  in  the  neigh- 
borhoods, claim  that  lack  of  leisure 
time  of  white  collar  workers,  stu- 
dents and  others,  constantly  being 
drawn  into  after-hours  work  by  the 
Connecticut  Employment  Security 
Division,  is  being  felt  at  the  box- 
offices. 


G0MERSALL  NAMED  SCULLY'S  AIDE 

Becomes    "U's"    Assistant   General   Sales    Manager — 
O'Keefe,  Feldman  and  Blake  Promoted 


Appointment   of   E.    T.    Gomersall 
to  the  post  of  assistant  general  sales 
manager  of  Universal  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Wil- 
liam   A.     Scully, 
vice-president  and 
general     sales 
manager.   Gomer- 
sall   replaces    W. 
J.  Heineman  who 
"*5l  tftsAW"      resigned     to     be- 
come   sales   man- 
ager  for    Samuel 
Goldwyn.   Gomer- 
sall formerly  was 
Western    division 
manager. 
WL         In  line  with 
■  policy    set    by 
■  Scully    for    pro- 
moting  from   the 
ranks    when- 
ever  possible,   three   other  advance- 
ments also  were  announced.     Allan 


E.   T.   GOMERSALL 


J.  O'Keefe,  now  Pacific  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  was  elevated  to  the 
post  of  Western  division  manager, 
replacing  Gomer- 
sall. Charles  J. 
Feldman,  now 
manager  of  the 
Los  Angeles  ex- 
change, was  made 
District  manager, 
succeeding 
O'Keefe.  Foster 
M.  Blake,  manag- 
er of  the  Seattle 
exchange,  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  Los 
Angeles  branch. 
Successor  at 
Seattle  has  not 
been  set. 

Gomersall  came 
into  the  film  in- 
dustry  as   a   salesman   for 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 


ALLAN     J.     O'KEEFE 

the   Fox 


Hopper  to  Survey  Pic 
Production  in  Mexico 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Harold  Hopper,  chief 
of  WPB's  Motion  Picture  Section, 
leaves  tonight  for  a  two-week  stay 
in  Mexico  City,  where  he  will  con- 
duct an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  en- 
tire Mexican  production  situation  for 
WPB  and  CIAA,  as  well  as  several 

{Continued  on  Page  9) 


Red  Cross  Presented 
$240,642  Benefit  Net 


Barney  Balaban,  chairman  of  Red 
Cross  War  Fund  Week  at  the  na- 
tion's theaters,  yesterday  turned 
over  a  check  for  $240,642.98  to  C.  M. 
Chester,  general  chairman  of  the 
1943  Red  Cross  War  Fund  of  New 
York  City,  representing  the  re- 
ceipts   of   the    Red    Cross    Show    at 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


PRC  Boosts  '43-44  Budget 

Fromkess  Says  Costs  to  Go  Up  2'/2  Times 


Cast  of  Industry  Greek 
Relief  Show  Completed 

Cast  of  the  Greek  War  Relief 
Show,  sponsored  by  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry,  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  Tuesday  has  been  completed, 
it  is  announced  by  Edward  L.  Al- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Budget  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  for  the  1943-44  program  will 
be  approximately  two  and  a  half 
times  higher  than  that  of  the  cur- 
rent season's  schedule,  Leon  From- 
kess, vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction, said  here  yesterday.  On  the 
basis  of  present  conditions,  PRC 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Retained  for  Six  Months; 
Fair  Trade  Practice  For- 
mula in  Over-all  Program 


Rentention  of  James  J.  Walker  by 
the  ITOA  as  special  counsel  consti- 
tutes a  "one-man"  fight  to  bring 
about  a  1  eduction  in  film  rentals  and 
terms,  ITOA  members  said  yester- 
day. The  "one  man"  in  this  instance 
is  the  ITOA,  itself,  working  inde- 
pendently to  achieve  a  uniform  ad- 
justment  of  film  prices. 

The  resolutions  committee  of  the 
association  yesterday  reported  to  the 
general  membership  that  the  former 
mayor  of  New  York  had  agreed  to 
represent  the  ITOA  for  a  period  of 
six  months.  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA 
president,  said  that  Walker's  prin- 
cipal services  would  be  rendered  in 

(Continued  on  Page    5) 


Century  Would  Block 
306-Empire's  Merger 


A  move  by  Century  Circuit  to  pre- 
vent the  consolidation  of  Empire 
State  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union  with  the  IATSE's  Local  306 
came  to  light  yesterday  when  coun- 
sel for  Empire  appeared  before 
Judge   Francis   G.    Hooley   in   Kings 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Gillmore's  Successor 
To  Be  Elected  Today 

A  successor  to  Frank  Gillmore,  late 
president  of  the  Associated  Actors 
and  Artistes  of  America,  will  be 
named  today  at  the  annual  meeting 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


III.  in  Move  to  Limit 
Federal  Income  Tax 

Springfield,  III. — The  Illinois  House 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill 
by  Rep.  Stanley  C.  Armstrong,  Chi- 
cago, calling  on  Congress  to  call  con- 
stitutional convention  for  purpose  of 
setting  a  25  per  cent  maximum  tax 
on  incomes.  He  said  there  is  no 
congressional  limitation  on  how  high 
Congress  can   tax. 
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Exhibitors  in  the  New  York 
exchange  area  met  yesterday  at 
WAC  headquarters  to  hold  discus- 
sions on  playing  "Prelude  To  War." 
According  to  Fred  Schwartz  and 
Sam  Rinzler,  exhibitor  co-chairmen 
of  the  territory,  the  24  prints  al- 
lotted will  see  virtually  continuous 
service.  All  exhibitors  present 
pledged  to  play  the  film. 

It  was  also  decided  by  the  group 
to  show  a  trailer  in  all  New  York 
theaters,  plugging  the  Greater  New 
York  Fund,  which  is  currently  in  the 
midst  of  a  campaign.  The  trailer, 
which  runs  for  two  minutes,  fea- 
tures such  personalities  as  Mayor 
LaGuardia,  Eddie  Cantor,  Wendell 
L.    Willkie,  and    Al   Smith. 

A  committee  headed  by  Max 
Cohen  and  Fred  Schwartz  was  set 
up  to  investigate  methods  of  assist- 
ing the  Civilian  Defense  Volunteer 
Office. 
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NEW    YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.  .  Seat 

Columbia   Piers,   pfd..   3714 

Con.    Fm.   Ind 3% 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..  .    18% 

East.    Kodak    168'/2 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 22 

Loew's,    Inc 57% 

Paramount    26% 

RKO    8% 

RKO  $S  pfd 88i/2 

20th   Century-Fox    .  .  .    20% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30 

Warner  Bros 14% 

do  pfd 793/4 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.     B'way    3s55.  ..77         77         77 
:para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56. 104V4  103%  104 1/4   + 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

1021/z   1021/2   1021/2      . 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 3% 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1 1/2 

Sonotone   Corp 4% 

Technicolor     13 

Trans-Lux     3 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      17% 
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CFI  Quarterly  Earnings 
$248,153  After  Taxes  " 

Net  profit  of  $248,153.93  after  Fed- 
eral income  and  surtax  provision, 
for  the  three  months  ended  March 
31,  is  reported  by  Consolidated  Film 
Industries,  Inc.  Comparable  1942 
figure   was   $174,379.98. 

Net  profit  is  reported  at  $427,- 
851.62  and  estimated  tax  provision 
at  $179,697.69  for  the  1943  quarter, 
compared  with  a  profit  of  $229,- 
447.34  and  tax  provision  of  $55,- 
067.36  in  the  comparable  1942  per- 
iod. 

Earnings  per  share  are  equivalent 
to  50  cents  on  the  400,000  shares  of 
preferred  stock  and  12  cents  on  524,- 
973  outstanding  shares  of  common. 
Earnings  in  the  1942  quarter 
equalled  38  cents  per  share  on  the 
preferred. 
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20th  Century-Fox  Declares 
Second  Quarter  Dividends 


The  board  of  directors  of  20th 
'Century-Fox  yesterday  declared  a 
cash  dividend  of  $.37%  per  share  for 
the  second  quarter  of  1943  on  the 
outstanding  preferred  stock  of  the 
corporation  payable  June  30,  1943 
to  stockholders  of  record  at  the  close 
of  .business  June  15,  1943. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  board 
declared  a  cash  dividend  of  $.25  per 
share  on  the  outstanding  common 
stock  of  the  corporation  payable 
June  30,  1943  to  stockholders  of  rec- 
ord at  the  close  of  business  June  15, 
1943. 


Memphis  Loop  Attendance 
Up  100%  in  Six  Months 

Memphis,  Tenn. — Theater  atten- 
dance in  the  Loop  district  has  more 
than  doubled  during  the  past  six 
months.  Week-end  and  evenings, 
box  office  lines  extend  half  the 
block  for  both  tickets  and  admis- 
sion. The  average  good  shows  are 
held  over,  and  the  exceptionals  linger 
from  two  to  four  weeks  as  in  the 
case  of  "Random  Harvest"  which 
exceeds  "GWTW"  in  both  attendance 
and  gross. 

Beale  St.  Negro  theaters,  are  mak- 
ing new  history.  Though  there  are 
very  few  Negro  soldiers  in  Memphis, 
the  civilian  and  war  jobs,  which 
have  increased  the  Negro's  oppor- 
tunity for  pleasure  -  spending, 
blocked  traffic  on  Beale  street  last 
week-end  with  block-long  lines  at 
all  three  colored  houses. 


Para.  Studio  Unions 
On  48-Hour  Weeh 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Paramount  has  gone 
on  a  48-hour  week  basis  as  far  as 
its  union  employes  are  concerned, 
with  the  exception  of  laboratory 
technicians.  Unions  that  have  36- 
hour  week  contracts  will  have  their 
members  paid  time  and  a  half  after 
six  hours  daily. 


24  Writers  Contributing 
To  18-Reel  "Battle  Cry" 

About  two  dozen  writers,  includ- 
ing some  of  the  best  known  "names" 
in  literature,  drama,  radio  and  the 
screen,  will  contribute  to  "Battle 
Cry,"  which  Howard  Hawks  will  pro- 
duce and  direct  for  Warners,  it  is 
revealed  by  Jack  L.  Warner,  ex- 
ecutive producer,  who  will  person- 
ally supervise  the  picture  dealing 
with  the  fight  for  freedom  in  the 
United   Nations. 

Picture  is  expected  to  be  in  18 
reels,  according  to  Warner,  who  is 
now  in  New  York,  and  will  consist 
of  a  series  of  episodes,  each  by  a 
different  author.  Bill  Bacher,  radio 
writer  and  producer,  already  has 
completed  the  Chinese  sequences. 
William  Faulkner  is  working  on  the 
American  episode.  Names  of  other 
writers  at  work  on  material  are  be- 
ing withheld  to  protect  those  whose 
contributions   are  found  unsuitable. 


Organized  Vandals  Hit 
Richmond  Loew  House 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Loew's  Theater 
has  been  the  victim  of  an  organized 
campaign  of  hoodlumism  for  several 
weeks  since  George  Peters,  manager, 
evicted  a  group  of  high  school  stu- 
dents for  being  disorderly. 

While  plainsclothesmen  and  special 
detectives  are  constantly  in  the 
house,  only  two  boys  have  been 
caught,  and  in  the  meantime  over 
200  lamps  have  disappeared  from 
mezzanine  fixtures;  some  lamps  were 
thrown  from  the  balcony  and  cur- 
tains of  both  the  men's  and  women's 
lounges  were  deliberately  set  afire. 
House  is  also  getting  phone  calls 
telling  of  strange  happenings  which 
will  take  place. 


Circuits  At  Testimonial 

Leading  major  and  indie  circuit 
operators  have  made  reservations 
for  tables  to  the  testimonial  dinner 
being  tendered  both  Edward  Schnitz- 
er  and  Sam  Lefkowitz  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel  tonight. 


Visual  Education  Group 
Plans  Chicago  Conference 

A  national  war  conference  on  in- 
dustrial films  has  been  called  by  the 
Institute  for  the  Advancement  of 
Visual  Education  and  Vocational 
Training  at  the  Medinah  Club,  Chi- 
cago, June  10.  Representatives  of 
Government  agencies,  of  many  in- 
dustries and  of  advertising  agencies 
will  attend.  Herbert  S.  Houston, 
chairman  of  the  Institute,  will  be  in 
the  chair  while  the  keynote  address 
will  be  delivered  by  William  Benton, 
vice-chairman  of  the  Committee  for 
Economic  Development  and  vice- 
president  of  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago. 


COmiHG  and  G0IDG 


LORETTA  YOUNC  arrives  in  Columbus  from 
Hollywood  tomorrow  to  begin  a  tour  of  Army 
camps. 

PAULETTE  CODDARD  will  be  in  Chicago  for 
the  "I  Am  an  American  Day"  rally  there  on 
Sunday. 

WILLIAM  TERRY  leaves  New  York  tomo.Aa 
to  report  at  the  RKO  studio  on  the  CoastV^l 
his   next  screen   role. 

NANCY  GATES  is  on  her  way  back  to  the 
Coast  for  her  next  acting  assignment  at  the 
RKO  studio. 

LILLIAN  HELLMAN  is  scheduled  to  return 
from    the    Coast    in    two    weeks. 

W.  STEWART  McDONALD,  Warner  Bros.  The- 
aters executive,  returns  today  from  a  trip  to 
Cleveland. 

MOE  SILVER,  zone  manager  for  Warner  The- 
aters in  the  Pittsburgh  territory,  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  for  a  short  visit. 

WIN  BARRON,  Paramount  exploitation  rep. 
in  Canada,  is  in  New  York  from  Toronto  confer- 
ring at  the  home  office  on  the  campaign  for 
"Five   Craves   to   Cairo." 

CHARLES   COETZ   is  en   route  from   the  Coast. 

EDWARD  RAFTERY  leaves  Hollywood  for  New 
York    today. 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  returns  to  New  York 
from  the  Coast  over  the  week-end. 

FRANK   BUCK   is   due   on   the   Coast   May  26. 

LESTER  CUTLER  trains  out  from  Hollywood 
today    for    New    York. 

MOSS  HART  yesterday  embarked  on  a  tour 
of  Army  air  schools  to  gather  material  for  a 
play  planned  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army  Emerg- 
ency Relief  Fund. 

W.  R.  FRANK,  Minneapolis  circuit  operator, 
arrives  on  the  Coast  today  to  confer  with  his 
director,  Alfred  Zeisler,  on  plans  for  "Dr.  Paul 
Joseph    Goebbels,    His    Life    and    Loves." 

NAT  DORFMAN,  press  rep.  for  Max  Cordon, 
leaves  for  the  Coast  May  23  to  open  a  publicity 
office.  While  there  he  will  exploit  Gordon's 
"The    Doughgirls." 

HARRY  F.  SHAW,  Loew-Poli  division  man- 
ager, and  MRS.  SHAW  left  yesterday  for  a 
Miami    vacation    of    three    weeks. 


Drop  Color  Plans  for 
Hitchcock's  "Lifeboat' 


Alfred  Hitchcock's  "Lifeboat"  will 
be  made  in  black  and  white  instead  of 
in  Technicolor  as  previously  an- 
nounced. Picture,  which  goes  into 
production  in  about  a  month,  will  be 
released  by  20th  Century-Fox. 


MAY  14 

Arthur   W.    Eddy  Robert  J.   Benjamin 

Hester  V.   Browning 

MAY  15 
Irving    Browning  Allen     Davey 

MAY    16 

Margaret   Sullavan  Rosa   Madell 

Rae  Manheimer 
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Ballin  Sees  Boom 
For  Post-War  Tele 


Television  unquestionably  will 
blossom  out  as  a  major  industry  af- 
♦  ~"\the  war  ends,  it  was  predicted 
.)  night  by  Will  Baltin,  program 
director  of  Du  Mont  television  sta- 
tion, W2XWV,  speaking  before  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Television 
Society  at  the  Hotel  Capitol. 

Factors  behind  Baltin's  prediction 
include  economical  operation,  plus 
low-cost  equipment,  compact  and 
flexible  cameras  and  major  develop- 
ments in  the  field  of  electronics. 
■'You'll  see  television  stations  mush- 
room across  the  nation,"  he  said, 
•'even  to  small  communities  of  mod- 
est means." 

"Theater  television,  to  which  mil- 
lions will  flock  to  see  events  of  na- 
tional, and,  perhaps  international 
importance,  is  as  certain  as  the  dawn 
of  tomorrow,"  he  continued.  "New 
developments  in  the  laboratory  in- 
dicate that  this  form  of  entertain- 
ment is  going  to  electrify  the  amuse- 
ment world  in  much  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  talking  picture  did  back 
in  the  late  1920's." 

Baltin  noted  that  television  screens 
no  longer  will  be  limited  in  size  and 
said  that  various  sizes  designed  for 
homes  and  schools  will  be  placed 
on  the  market  at  prices  comparable 
to  an  average  radio-phonograph  com- 
bination. Regional  stations,  he  con- 
tinued, are  the  logical  first  expan- 
sion step  and  these  will  eventually 
be  linked  in  a  chain  or  series  of 
chains  spreading  acrost  the  coun- 
try. 

Baltin  told  of  the  variety  shows 
televised  at  the  Du  Mont  station  and 
explained  in  detail  how  these  pro- 
grams are  handled  by  a  staff  num- 
bering less  than  a  dozen  persons. 
He  analyzed  program  production 
and  dissected  all  types  of  entertain- 
ment to  show  how  television  pro- 
grams may  best  be  devised  for  mass 
audience  appeal. 


Chicago  News  Increases 
Saturday  Movie  Space 

Chicago — The  Chicago  Daily  News 
has  increased  its  space  for  film  news 
in  the  Saturday  issue.  Carl  Gul- 
dager  is  now  film  editor. 


WB  Film  Tip-Off: 

Watch  the  Atlantic 

The  Roosevelt  -  Churchill  Casa- 
blanca Conference  ushered  in  War- 
ners' "Casablanca."  With  the  open- 
ing of  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  Joseph 
E.  Davies  departs  on  a  second  Mission 
to  Moscow  for  President  Roosevelt. 
Next  Friday  Warners  will  premiere 
"Action  in  the  North  Atlantic"  at 
the  New  York  Strand.  The  tip  go- 
ing around  is:  Watch  the  North  At- 
lantic. 


▼  ▼  ▼ 

Eighth  Army  and  Tenth  Ave: 

•  •  •  THREE  related  events  yesterday  were  the  center  of  elation 
over   at    the    20th-Fox    headquarters    of   Promotional    Generalissimo  Hal 

Home One    was   the   radioed   dispatch   from   Allied   Headquarters 

in  North  Africa  that  "complete  victory  and  the  end  of  the  North  African 
campaign  came   when   resistance  by  the   German   African   armies   and 

their  Italian  partners  collapsed All  of  Africa  is  now  in  the  hands 

of   the    triumphant    British,    American    and   French    troops" Second 

event  was  the  termination  of  the  local  Globe  Theater  run  of  "Desert 
Victory,"  and  the  elation  was  evoked  by  the  engagement's  superlative 
success,  paving  the  way  for  widespread  booking  of  the  film  in  the 
Metropolitan  territory  and  thereby  adding  to  the  big  grosses  the  opus  is 

piling-up  nationally "Desert  Victory,"  of  course,  is  the  motion  picture 

record  of  the  trouncing  which  the  so-called  Desert  Fox  and  his  forces 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  British  Eighth  Army, — from  the  decisive  ac- 
tion at  El  Alamein  to  the  occupation  of  Tripoli, — which  phase  set  the 

stage  for  the  final  German-Italian  debacle  in  Tunisia Third  event 

was  the  anticipated  arrival  on  the  Mediterranean  scene  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
David  Macdonald,  commander  of  the  British  Army  Film  and  Photographic 

Unit  which  filmed  "Desert  Victory" With  that  capable  officer,  who 

won  the  admiration  and  affection  of  all  our  industryites  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  during  his  recent  visit  to  the  U.  S.,  back  now  in  the 
battle  area,  he  will  commence  compilation  of  "Tunisian  Victory,"  the  se- 
quel to  "Desert  Victory," — and  20th-Fox  hopes  to  distribute  that  pic,  too 

This  time,  the  valiant  Macdonald  will  have  access  to  U.  S.  Signal 

Corps  footage,  and  probably  that  obtained  by  the  French,  to  augment 
the  considerably  more  than  150,000  feet  of  actual  action  taken  by  some 
two-score   cameramen   of   his   own   Eighth    Army   Film   Unit   during   the 

Tunisian  campaign And  the  British  First  Army  likewise  will  have 

a  flock  of  footage 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  FAIRLY  recently,  one  of  our  Official  Washington  big- 
wigs declared  that  it  wouldn't  be  long  before  pic  stands  on  the  U.  S. 
home  front  received  footage  which  would  knock  patrons  out  of  their 

seats Exactly  that  has  come  to  pass  with   the  release  of  "Desert 

Victory" From  main  title  to  final  fade-out,  the  production's  spec- 
tacular scenes  grip  audiences  as  no  previous  war  film  has  done. ....  ■ 

That's    because    everything    in    it    is    the   McCoy The    sequences 

depicting  the  night  barrage  at  El  Alamein,  and  the  close-ups  of  the 
waiting  infantrymen's  faces,  are  alone  worth  roadshow  scales  to  see 

From  the  local  Globe,  "Desert  Victory"  moves  over  to  the  RKO 

May  fair  today In  many  of  the  Skouras  outlets,  the  picture  found 

itself  billed  with  "My  Friend  Flicka"  or  the  20th-Fox  musical,  "Hello, 

Frisco,  Hello" And   that  pattern   is   being  followed    by   hosts   of 

alert  showmen  o'er  the  land 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  FEW  films  in  industry  annals  pack  the  timeliness,  interest, 
exploitability,   and  important  ready-made   tie-ups  for  b.o.   biz,  as   does 

"Desert   Victory" WPB   has   sent   posters  to   23,000    factories    from 

coast  to  coast,  adding  impetus  to  the  spontaneous  desire  of  manage- 
ment  and   labor    everywhere    to   have   the   picture    play    their    locales 

A  literal   avalanche  of   inquiries  has   descended  upon   20th-Fox, 

asking  when  the  pic  is  coming'  to  particular  towns Rightly,  smart 

showmen  are  on  the  gimme  trail  of  "Desert  Victory"  with  the  same 
avidity  as  the  Eighth  Army  was  its  quarry 

T  T  '▼ 

•  •     •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 
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UA  Stages  Series  of 
Eight  Regional  Meets 


,-     {Continued  from  Page  1) 

today  at  the  -  Warwick  Hotel  with 
Sam  Lefkowitz  presiding  and  the 
following  branch  managers  in  addi- 
tion to  salesmen  attending;  H.  G. 
Bodkin,  Philadelphia  and  Mark  Sil- 
ver, of  Washington. 

James  Winn  will  conduct  his  Bos- 
ton meeting  at  the  Ritz  Carlton  Ho- 
tel with  the  following-  managers  in 
attendance:  John  Dervin,  Boston; 
Lou  Wechsler,  New  Haven  and  M.  V. 
Sullivan,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo. 

Cleveland  meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Statler    Hotel    with    Jack    D.    Goldhar    presid- 

.  ing  and  the  following  branch  managers 
present:    M.    Dudelson,    Detroit;    Maury    Orr, 

'   Cleveland;    Harris    Dudelson,    Cincinnati;    and 

,   Morton   Magill   of   Pittsburgh. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  district  manager  in  the  Chi- 
cago territory,  will  hold  his  sessions  at  the 
Blackstone    Hotel    and    the    following    branch 

i  managers     will     attend;     Sid     Rose.     Chicago; 

I  G.    R.    Frank,    Indianapolis ;    Nat    Nathanson, 

I  Milwaukee ;  and  Ralph  Cramblet  of  Minneap- 
olis. 

New    Orleans    meeting    will    take    place    at 

!    the     Roosevelt     Hotel     with     Fred     M.     Jack 

presiding.        The    following    branch    managers 

II  will  attend:  T.  L.  Davis,  Atlanta;  C.  W. 
i  Allen,  New  Orleans ;  Earl  Collins,  Dallas ; 
i  and    Byron    Adams    of    Charlotte. 

T.  R.  Thompson,  Jr.  will  preside  at  the 
Kansas  City  meeting  now  in  session  wfth 
the  following  branch  managers  present :  Wil- 
liam E.  Truog,  Kansas  City ;  Eddie  Ash- 
kins,     St.     Louis     and     D,     V.     McLucas,     of 

'   Omaha. 

W.  E.  Callaway  will  preside  at  the  San 
Francisco  meeting  with  the  following  branch 
managers  in  attendance :  Cresson  E.  Smith, 
Los    Angeles ;     Bernard     McCarthy,     Denver ; 

1    Clarence     Olson,     Salt     Lake     City;     John     J. 

i    O'Loughlin,    San    Francisco,    and    Frank    M. 

'   Higgins,    of    Seattle. 

David    H.    Coplan    will   preside   at    the    Can- 

1   adian    session    in    Toronto    with    the    following 

I   branch  managers   attending:   J.   H.   Reid,   Cal- 

i  gary ;  Charles  S.  Chaplin,  Montreal;  George 
Heiber,  St.  John;  A.  J.  Jeffrey,  Toronto; 
Edward     Schriber,     Vancouver;     and     D.     V. 

'    Rosen,    of    Winnipeg. 

Acquit  Jackson,  Miss. 
,  Exhib.  in  Blue  Law  Case 


WAR  SERVICE 

•  •  •  on  the  Film  Front 


Jackson,  Miss. — After  deliberating 
i  less    than    five     minutes,    a     Hinds 
county    jury    returned    a    not    guilty 
verdict   for   A.   Virgil    Posey,    man- 
I  ager    of    the    Joy    theater,    charged 
I  with  operating  the  theater  on  Sun- 
I  day  in  violation  of  Mississippi's  100- 
'    year-old  Sunday  blue  laws.     Action 
I  by  the  jury  in  the  Posey  case  marked 
the    sixth    verdict    of    acquittal    re- 
turned by  as  many  juries  in  Hinds 
county     since     the     Sunday    picture 
show  fight  started  last  summer. 

Wiethe  Takes  Cincy  Jackson 

Cincinnati — Louis  Wiethe,  circuit 
operator,  has  taken  over  the  Jack- 
son, formerly  operated  by  Jerome 
Jackson,  deceased. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Halifax,  N.  S. — Sylvia  Lipton,  of 
Halifax,  formerly  of  Glace  Bay,  was 
■  married  here  to  Peter  Herschorn, 
\  manager  of  the  Community,  Halifax, 
I  and  only  child  of  M.  Herschorn,  vice- 
I  phesident  of  Franklin  &  Herschorn 
Theaters. 


Exhibition  of  the  captured  two-man  Jap- 
anese suicide  submarine  in  Greater  New 
York  and  Westchester  under  the  auspices 
of  the  WAC's  Theaters'  Division  resulted  in 
sales  of  well  over  a  million  dollars  in  War 
Bonds  and  Stamps  in  seven  days,  it  was 
announced  yesterday.  The  tour  of  this 
area  was  under  the  direction  of  Harry 
Mandel,  public  relations  chairman  for  the 
New  York  Exchange  area,  and  was  aided 
by  Loew's  Eddie  Dowden,  city  publicity 
chairman. 

.  .  ._  V  .  .  .  — 
West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  just  complet- 
ed the  purchase  of  $100,000  in  U.  S.  Certi- 
ficates of  Indebtedness  through  Guaranty 
Trust  Co.  of  New  York,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  W.  Ray  Johnston,  presi- 
dent, and  George  D.  Burrows,  treasurer  of 
the  organization.  Considering  the  size  of 
Monogram  and  its  limited  personnel,  it  is 
pointed  out,  the  amount  invested  at  this 
time  compares  very  favorably  with  the 
outlay  of  other  and  much  larger  film  pro- 
ducers. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Buffalo — Appointment  of  Vincent  R.  Mc- 


Faul,  president  and  general  manager  of 
Buffalo  Theaters,  Inc.  (Shea  circuit),  as 
chairman  of  the  recreation  committee  of  the 
Buffalo  War  Council  was  announced  by 
Chairman  Daniel  J.  Kenefick.  The  com- 
mittee will  be  reorganized  and  expanded. 
...  _V  ...  — 

Buffalo — Through  co-operation  of  Robert 
T.  Murphy,  general  manager  of  the  20th 
Century  Theater,  and  the  Red  Cross  Blood 
Donor  Center,  300  passes  to  see  "Corregi- 
dor,"  playing  at  the  theater,  were  given 
away  in  three  days  to  blood  donors,  so  they 
could  see  how  the  blood  plasma  they  con- 
tributed was  administered  to  wounded  men 
of  the  armed  forces. 

.  .  .__  V  .  .  .  — 

Richmond,  Va. — The  nine  local  Neighbor- 
hood Theaters  went  way  over  the  top  in  their 
drive  to  sell  $350,000  worth  of  War  Bonds 
during  the  month  of  April  to  buy  a  Flying 
Fortress  to  be  named  "The  Spirit  of  Rich- 
mond." Bob  Coulter,  manager  of  the  Byrd, 
went  out  and  really  did  a  big  job  of  selling 
$1,201,975  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps.  He 
claims  the  record  for  the  country.  The  en- 
tire sales  amounted  to  $1,285,575  in  Bonds 
and   $6,707.95   in   stamps. 


Century  Would  Block 
Local  303 — Empire  Merger 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

County  Supreme  Court  to  show 
cause  why  a  temporary  injunction  to 
halt  any  steps  to  dissolve  Empire 
should    not   be    granted. 

The  temporary  restraining  order 
was  granted  on  Monday  by  Judge 
Peter  P.  Smith  in  Kings  County 
Supreme  Court  on  the  representa- 
tion of  counsel  for  Century  that 
coercion  was  being  used  to  get  Em- 
pire members  to  vote  for  the  disso- 
lution of  the  union  as  a  corporation. 
The  order  forced  the  cancellation  of 
a  meeting  on  Tuesday  at  which  the 
members  of  Empire  were  to  vote 
on  a  proposal  to  join  forces  with 
Local  306.  A  vote  in  favor  of  the 
proposal  would  have  sounded  the 
death  knell  of  Empire.  It  was  un- 
derstood that  the  membership  had 
been  prepared  to  approve  the  ab- 
sorption   of   Empire    by   Local    306. 

Yesterday  Empire  sought  an  ad- 
journment of  the  hearing  on  Cen- 
tury's motion  for  a  temporary  in- 
junction. The  application  for  ad- 
journment will  be  passed  upon  today 
in  Judge  Hooley's  court.  The  tem- 
porary injunction  will  be  continued 
until  the  hearing  is  held.  No  date 
for  the  hearing  has  been   set. 

Almost  half  of  the  membership  of 
Empire  State  is  made  up  of  opera- 
tors employed  by  the  Century  Cir- 
cuit. The  others  are  employed  by 
independent    houses. 


Merchant  Marine  Recruit 
Drive  Tied  In  With  WB  Pic 

With  plans  set  for  extensive  Na- 
tional Max-itime  Commission  co-op- 
eration in  the  launching  of  "Action 
in  the  North  Atlantic,"  Mort  Blu- 
menstock  and  members  of  his  de- 
partment return  to  New  York  to- 
day from  Washington. 

Home  office  group,  which  also  in- 
cludes Mitchell  Rawson,  Will  Yolen 
and  Irving  Yergin,  conferred  for 
four  days  in  the  capital  with  Mark 
O'Dea,  director  of  the  NMC's  divis- 
ion of  public  releations,  and  his 
aides.  Charles  Einfeld  was  called 
back  to  New  York  earlier  in  the 
week. 

Under  the  details  worked  out, 
"Action  in  the  North  Atlantic"  will 
get  the  benefit  of  nation-wide  pro- 
motion tied  in  with  NMC  recruiting 
activities.  In  addition  to  special 
premieres  in  several  hundred  coastal 
and  inland  ports,  there  will  be  fol- 
low-up activities  with  Commission 
co-op.  in  key  city  openings  through- 
out the  country.  Special  program 
also  has  been  mapped  out  for  the 
Strand   premiere  on  May  21. 


L  of  D  Bans  "Lady  of  Burlesque" 

The  National  Legion  of  Decency 
has  placed  "Lady  of  Burlesque"  on 
its  Class  "C"  list,  condemning  it  as 
entertainment   for    Catholics. 


Henry  Kaiser  Sponsors 
"Action"  World  Premiere 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Henry  Kaiser,  Sr., 
will  sponsor  a  special  world  premiere 
of  Warners  "Action  in  the  North 
Atlantic"  as  a  highlight  of  the  cere- 
monies marking  the  tapping  of  the 
first  open  hearth  furnace  on  the  West 
Coast  tonight  at  the  Kaiser  plant  in 
Fontana.  Kaiser  personally  requested 
the  showing  of  the  Warner  pic. 
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Walker  to  Wage  ITOA 
Fight  on  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  interest  of  film  prices  but  that 
the  over-all  program  called  for  the 

J  ting  up  of  a  fair  trade  practice 
mula  for  the  independents. 
The  ITOA  is  doing  something  that 
one  big  national  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion could  have  accomplished  if  the 
theater  owners  of  the  country  had 
joined  forces,  Brandt  said.  He  added 
that  the  ITOA  got  tired  of  waiting 
for  the  other  associations  to  do  some- 
thing concrete  and  constructive  on 
the  matter  of  film  rentals,  especially 
in  view  of  the  mounting  net  profits 
of  the  distributing  companies;  so 
there  was  nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
tackle  the  problem  itself. 

Walker  and  the  resolutions  com- 
mittee will  convene  immediately  to 
lay  their  plans.  The  manner  in 
which  the  association  and  Walker 
will  approach  the  situation  has  not 
been  decided,  but  the  members  feel 
confident  that  they  will  get  the  re- 
lief they  are  seeking. 


Columbia  Holds  Over 
Chicago  Sales  Meet 


Chicago — Because  of  the  pressure 
of  business,  Columbia  will  continue 
its  annual  sales  convention  through 
today,  with  A.  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  presiding. 

Immediately  after  today's  sessions 
are  completed  home  office  executives, 
headed  by  A.  Montague  will  leave 
for  New  York.  Returning  will  be: 
Rube  Jackter,  Lou  Weinberg,  Louis 
Astor,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Leo  Jaffe, 
Maurice  Grad,  George  Josephs, 
Hank  C.  Kaufman,  Bernie  E.  Zee- 
man,  Vincent  Borrelli,  Seth  Raisler, 
William  Brennan,  Joseph  Freiberg, 
Al   Seligman. 

Individual  meetings  were  held 
yesterday  and  continue  today  with 
members  of  the  Central,  Southern 
and  Mid-Western  Divisions.  Dele- 
gates from  the  following  exchanges 
are  in  attendance:  Atlanta,  Char- 
lotte, Dallas,  Memphis,  New  Or- 
leans, Oklahoma  City,  Detroit,  In- 
dianapolis, Kansas  City,  St.  Louis, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis, 
Des  Moines,   Omaha. 

Out  of  town  delegates  will  leave 
Chicago    tonight. 


STORKS 


Omaha,  Neb. — Charles  Lieb,  Metro 
salesman,  and  Mrs.  Lieb  are  par- 
ents of  a  new  daughter,  Linda  Lee. 
The  Liebs  have   another  child. 


Richmond  —  Mrs.  Dorothy  Shew- 
bridge  Smith,  secretary  to  Sam 
Bendheim,  Jr.,  general  manager, 
Neighborhood  Theaters,  gave  birth 
to  an  eight  pound  baby  girl  at  Stuart 
Circle  Hospital. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•      •      •       Presenting  Interesting  Personalities       •      •      • 

BINNIE  BARNES.  Born  in  London,  of  an  English  father  and  English-Italian 
mother,  March  6,  1907.  Educated  at  private  schools  in  London  and  Paris. 
While  dancing  in  London's  Cosmo  Club  she  joined  Ted  McLeod,  a  rope  spinner, 
who  taught  her  his  tricks  and  dubbed  her  "Texas  Binnie"  Barnes.  Was  a 
terrific  success,  and  stage  and  screen  offers  followed.  First  stage  role  with 
Charles  Laughton  and  Una  O'Connor  in  "Silver  Tassie."  Screen  debut  "Night 
in  Montmartre"  with  Heather  Angel.  Made  26  comedies  with  Stanley  Lupino. 
Was  playing  an  important  role  in  the  original  Drury 
Lane  stage  production  of  Noel  Coward's  "Cavalcade" 
which  Alexander  Xorda  saw  and  signed  her  to  a  contract. 
She  did  sophisticated  roles  and  became  an  immediate 
screen  favorite.  She  did  the  memorable  role  of  Catherine 
in  Charles  Laughton's  international  hit,  "The  Private 
Life  of  Henry  VIII."  Followed  a  part  in  Gregory  Ratoff's 
"Forbidden  Territory"  and  the  feminine  lead  in  Douglas 
Fairbanks'  "Don  Juan"  and  Hollywood  beckoned.  Since 
arriving  here  in  May  1934,  she  has  worked  steadily. 
Films  include:  "The  Adventures  of  Marco  Polo,"  "Man 
About  Town"  and  is  currently  making  "The  Man  From 
Down  Under"  with  Charles  Laughton.  She  rides,  swims, 
plays  golf  and  tennis.  Has  an  excellent  singing  voice. 
Married  to  Lieut.  Mike  Frankovich  of  the  Ferry  Command. 
Hair,  red-gold.  Eyes,  dark  brown.  Stands,  5,  6.  Weighs 
122  pounds. 


Red  Cross  Presented 
$240,642  Benefit  Net 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Madison  Square  Garden  on  April  5. 

The  Paramount's  prexy,  in  mak- 
ing the  presentation,  pointed  out 
that  the  check  represented  the  net 
returns  on  the  benefit  which  grossed 
a  total  of  $257,407.  In  accepting, 
Chester  declared  that  the  benefit  had 
played  an  important  part  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  New  York  campaign 
which  was  oversubscribed  by  $600,- 
000  on  April  30  and  which,  it  is  an- 
ticipated, will  exceed  $14,000,000 
when  final  returns  are  in. 

Present  at  the  presentation  with 
Balaban  were  Ed  Sullivan,  chairman 
of  the  show;  Robert  M.  Weitman, 
manager  of  Paramount  theater,  co- 
chairman,  and  Judge  Benjamin  Shal- 
leck,  executive  chairman,  in  charge 
of  the  sale  of  tickets.  Representing 
Chester's  committee  were  John  P. 
Stevens,   Jr.,    and    Ralph    Tapscott. 

A  summary  of  the  receipts  of 
New  York's  most  successful  benefit 
disclosed  that  $233,984  was  received 
through  the  sale  of  tickets  and 
boxes,  $3,278  from  the  sale  of  pro- 
grams, and  $779  from  the  sale  of 
flowers.  Sale  of  programs  and 
flowers  was  conducted  by  Red  Cross 
Staff  Assistants  of  the  New  York 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 


All  Theaters  Operating 
In  Arkansas  Flood  Area 


Memphis — All  theaters  are  still 
operating  in  the  Arkansas  flood  area. 
Film  transit  continues  to  make  deliv- 
eries by  difficult  detours  between 
Little  Rock,  Newport  and  Fort 
Smith  The  Malco  circuit  is  most 
seriously  affected.  The  Strand  at 
Clarksville  is  operating  with  water 
at  the  front  door. 


PRC  Hikes  Budgets 
For  '43-44  Program 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plans  to  make  approximately  the 
same  number  of  pictures  announced 
for  the  1942-43  lineup,  or  42  produc- 
tions. The  budget,  however,  will  be 
flexible  so  that  a  picture's  cost  will 
depend  on  the  market's  possibilities. 
It  was  pointed  out  by  both  From- 
kess  and  Arthur  Greenblatt,  general 
sales  manager,  that  a  company  trade 
mark  no  longer  measure  the  type  of 
playing  time  a  picture  will  receive. 
If  the  quality  is  in  evidence,  a  pic- 
ture can  get  major  outlets  as  has 
been  proven  by  the  "Corregidor" 
bookings,  they  said. 

Between  four  and  six  of  next  season's 
pictures  will  be  musicals,  Fromkess  said, 
adding  that  30  per  cent  of  the  program  will 
be  of  a  topical  nature.  The  company,  From- 
kess stated,  is  going  after  "names"  for  the 
new  season  and  the  prospects  are  bright  for 
top  flight  personalities  in  forthcoming  PRC 
productions: 

Fromkess  said  that  PRC  shortly  would 
announce  the  acquisition  of  its  own  studio, 
bringing  all  the  production  units  under  one 
roof  instead  of  splitting  the  shooting  among 
three  different  lots.  Only  two  pictures  are 
yet  to  be  made  for  the  1942-43  program ; 
namely,    "Jungle    Fury"    and    "Career    Girl." 

It  was  announced  that  Frank  Buck  had 
been  signed  by  PRC  to  produce  one  picture 
for  the  new  season.  Title  is  "Tiger  Fangs" 
which    will    star    Buster    Crabbe. 


Goldman  Shifts  Keith's, 
Philly,  to  Second-Run 


Philadelphia — K  eith's  which 
opened  with  double  feature  first-run 
last  week  under  the  William  Gold- 
man banner  .shifts  to  second-run  to- 
morrow with  Metro's  "Assignment 
in  Brittany."  This'  is.4)elieved  to  in- 
dicate  that  he  will  get'~"Mef.ro  sec- 
ond-runs down  to  a  split  with  the 
local  Arcadia  which  always  had  one- 
half  of  Metro  product. 
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•   •  R6VICIUS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS  •   • 


"Show  Business  at  War" 

(March  of  Time) 

20th-Fox  18  mins. 

Tops 

The  film  industry  stands  to  profit 
heavily  from  the  glowing-  tribute  ac- 
corded the  show  business  by  the  new- 
est March  of  Time  release.  Since 
emphasis  falls  on  the  work  done  by 
the  film  world  in  behalf  of  the  war 
effort,  the  picture  should  boost  sky- 
high  the  prestige  of  the  industry. 
The  picture,  because  of  its  very  na- 
ture, becomes  a  must  for  every  the- 
ater program.  It  generates  tremen- 
dous good-will  for  the  business.  The 
picture  represents  a  change  of  pace 
for  the  March  of  Time,  being  popular 
entertainment  of  a  high  order. 

In  its  parading  of  an  imposing 
list  of  stellar  personalities  of  stage, 
screen  and  radio  the  footage  auto- 
matically becomes  the  most  attrac- 
tive March  of  Time  subject  ever  to 
be  offered  to  picture  fans,  who  will 
revel  in  the  sight  of  their  screen 
favorites  doing  their  bit  for  their 
country.  Here  are  some  of  the  in- 
dustry's biggest  names  shown  en- 
gaged in  a  variety  of  activities  ad- 
vancing the  nation's  war  effort. 
Among  the  industry  war  groups 
whose  work  is  touched  upon  is  the 
WAC.  The  personalities  who  crowd 
the  film  are  caught  in  characteristic 
and  informal  poses.  The  film  is  a 
superb  editing  job.  This  is  a  short 
that  offers  the  exhibitor  a  chance 
to  do  himself  and  the  industry  a 
world  of  good. 


"Merchant  Seamen" 
(This  Is  America) 
RKO  17  Mins. 

Fine 

Again  the  merchant  seaman  who 
is  doing  so  much  to  bring  about  a 
victory  over  the  Axis  is  the  subject 
of  a  film  tribute.  Although  the  ma- 
terial is  not  exceptionally  new,  it 
has  been  handled  in  an  interesting 
manner.  Besides,  we  cannot  tell  too 
often  of  the  job  which  the  merchant 
marine  is  doing  in  this  war.  The 
footage  shows  the  merchant  seaman 
in  training  and  in  action.  The  scenes 
have  been  wisely  chosen  under  the 
supervision  of  Fredrick  Ullman,  Jr. 
The  picture  has  good  direction  by 
Larry  O'Reilly.  This  is  an  exciting 
subject  deserving  of  a  booking. 

"Shipyard  Symphony" 

(TerryToon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Musically  Okay 

Th  scene  is  a  shipyard  where  all 
the  workers  are  animals.  An  Ameri 
can  eagle  conducts  them  in  a  sym  ■ 
phony  composed  of  the  sounds  made 
by  the  animals  in  the  course  of  their 
work.  The  cartoon,  which  is  in  Tech- 
nicolor, is  entertaining  primarily  be- 
cause of  its  musical  content. 


"Jittering  Jitterbugs" 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises 

11  mins. 
Hot  Stuff 

Although  this  musical  short  was 
produced  for  colored  audiences,  it 
could    well    stand    exhibition    gener- 
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ally,  for  the  film  has  much  enter- 
tainment of  wide  appeal.  The  pace 
is  hot  and  furious  in  a  potpourri  of 
music,  dancing  and  comedy.  The 
colored  cast  goes  mad  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  Les  Norman's  band. 
Among  the  leading  performers  are 
Arthur  White's  Lindy  Hoppers  and 
Hamtree  Harrington,  who  shoulders 
the  comedy  burden.  Those  who  like 
colored  entertainment  should  find 
tiie  jive  short  worth  their  attention. 
Available  is  a  special  advance 
trailer. 


"He   Dood   It  Again" 

(TerryToon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Okay  for  the  Kids 

Super  Mouse  does  his  stuff  again 
in  the  manner  of  Superman.  His 
opponent  is  a  vicious  cat  terrorizing 
the  mouse  population.  The  rodents 
are  on  the  verge  of  being  destroyed 
by  the  villain  when  Super  Mouse 
steps  in  and  routs  the  enemy.  The 
Technicolor  cartoon  is  strictly  kid 
stuff. 


"Little  Clayton  Farmfront  Wonder" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Interesting 

Most  interesting  subject  in  this 
entertaining  short  has  to  do  with  the 
manufacture  of  dry  ice  in  the  oven 
climate  of  California's  Salton  Sea. 
The  rest  of  the  footage  is  devoted 
to  a  four-year-old  who  operates  a 
farm  tractor,  a  device  that  repairs 
old  light  bulbs,  the  growing  of  prick- 
ly pears  and  fish  that  are  caught 
with  clover. 


"Who's  Superstitious?" 

(Passing  Parade) 

M-G-M  10  mins. 

Okay 

John  Nesbitt  undertakes  to  ex- 
plain certain  superstitions  to  which 
mankind  clings.  Especially  inter- 
esting is  the  story  of  how  one  of 
them  led  Mathew  Maury  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  science  of  oceano- 
graphy. The  short  has  been  well  pro- 
duced and  entertainingly  told,  with 
nice  touches  of  humor  here  and 
there. 


"U"  Names  Gomersall  as 
Assistant  to  Scully 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Films  Cincinnati  exchange  in  1919, 
after  being  mustered  out  of  the 
armed  forces.  He  made  rapid  prog- 
ress with  the  company,  and  during 
the  10  years  he  remained  with  the 
company,  he  was  manager  of  the 
Buffalo,  Minneapolis  and  Indianap- 
olis exchanges,  and  finally,  assistant 
to  the  general  sales  manager  of  the 
company.  In  1930,  he  joined  Univer- 
sal, as  district  manager  out  of  the 
Chicago  branch.  In  1941,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  post  of  Western  di- 
vision manager,  which  position  he 
held   until  his  present  promotion. 

O'Keefe  entered  the  industry  25 
years  ago,  as  a  salesman  for  a  Seat- 
tle motion  picture  equipment  firm. 
In  1920  he  took  his  first  job  as  a 
film  salesman,  working  for  FBO  in 
Denver.  He  spent  two  years  on  the 
job  and  two  for  M-G-M's  Denver 
exchange,  and  then  became  branch 
manager  for  RKO-Pathe  for  a  per- 
iod of  seven  years.  He  came  to 
Universal  in  1931  as  manager  of  the 
Portland  branch,  later  was  given 
the  Los  Angeles  branch  and  in  1939, 
was  made  district  manager. 


Ascap  Qualifies  to  Do 
Business  in  North  Dakota 


State  officials  of  North  Dakota 
have  notified  Ascap  that  the  Society's 
compliance  with  Chapter  115  of  the 
1939  Session  Laws  has  been  accepted, 
and  that  the  documents  submitted 
by  the  Society  have  been  accepted 
and  filed  as  provided  for  by  said 
statute.  As  a  result  of  this  action, 
the  Society  is  now  doing  business  in 
the  State  of  North  Dakota.  Li- 
censes in  this  sjtate  are  handled 
through  the  Minnesota  office  of  the 
Society  which  is  iffhder  the  direction 
or  E.  W    ~ 


Sol  Lesser  to  Make  Pic 
Of  Second  Wing  Canteen 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

taken  immediately,  it  was  announced 
yesterday. 

Project  was  agreed  upon  by  An- 
toinette Perry,  chairman  of  the 
Wing's  Board  of  Directors;  Sidney 
Fleischer,  attorney  for  the  Wing; 
and  Sol  Lesser,  who  produced  the 
recently  completed  "Stage  Door 
Canteen,"  and  who  has  an  exclusive 
contract  with  the  Wing  for  the  Can- 
teen pix. 

A  proposal  was  also  considered 
from  the  Hollywood  Canteen  that 
the  latter  join  in  the  venture  by 
providing  the  background  of  the  film 
colony's  canteen  for  the  forthcom- 
ing picture.  Other  canteens  under 
consideration  are  those  now  operat- 
ing in  Washington,  Boston,  Phila- 
delphia, San  Francisco,  Cleveland 
and  Newark. 

Lesser  returns  to  Hollywood  im- 
mediately to  start  preliminary  work 
for  the  new  film. 


No  Footage  Yet  Received 
On  Tunis-Bizerte  Capture 

Washington — Nothing  has  yet  been 
received  for  the  newsreels  on  the 
capture  of  Tunis  and  Bizerte,  an 
official  of  the  Army's  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lic Relations  told  The  Film  Daily 
yesterday. 

"Nothing  has  come  in  from  the 
Tunisian  front  since  the  Army  start- 
ed moving  North,"  he  said,  remarking 
that  he  was  still  hopeful  that  some 
footage  would  arrive  in  time  for  the 
Monday  newsreel  make-up.  "We're 
going  to  work  on  the  double-quick  to 
get  the  reels  anything  that  comes 
in,"  he  said. 

A  sequence  on  the  funeral  of  Gen- 
eral Andrews  in  Reykjavik,  Iceland, 
was  in  the  laboratory  last  night,  and 
will  be  available  for  Monday's  news- 
reel  make-up. 


"Aqua  Thrills" 

Columbia  9   mins. 

Okay 

An  excellent  review  of  water 
sports  with  emphasis  on  the  thrills 
provided  by  them.  Various  trT  \ 
of  water  craft  are  shown  in  acv^yi 
in  shot  after  shot  throbbing  with 
excitement.  The  photography  en- 
hances the  film's  value  as  enter- 
tainment immensely.  Bill  Stern 
proves  a  stirring  commentator.  Call 
this   red    meat   for   sports    lovers. 


"Barnyard  Blackout" 

(TerryToon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Okay 

A  rooster  gets  a  lesson  on  air- 
raid procedure  from  Gandy  the 
Goose  and  a  cat.  He  is  taught  in 
amusing  fashion  what  can  happen 
when  blackout  rules  are  violated. 
Gandy  is  good  for  plenty  of  laughs. 
The  cartoon  is  in  Technicolor.  Call 
it  a  better  than  fair  booking. 

"Gay  Rio" 

(Magic  Carpet  of  Movietone) 

20th-Fox  9  mins. 

Excellent 

Lowell  Thomas  has  built  a  stirring 
short  around  the  sights  and  thrills 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Technicolor  brings 
out  all  the  beauty  and  fascination 
of  the  city.  The  short  covers  a  lot 
of  ground  in  its  limited  footage.  It 
contains  some  exciting  shots  of  the 
Brazilian  capital.  A  lot  of  footage 
is  alloted  to  the  famous  carnival. 
These  scenes  are  breath-taking.  They 
are  an  amazing  display  of  color  cer- 
tain to  impress  the  beholder  enorm- 
ously. 


RKO 


"Gem-Jams" 
So-So 


18  mins. 


Here's  the  one  about  the  jealous 
wife  again.  Repetition  has  not  con- 
spired to  make  the  favorite  theme 
of  the  Leon  Errol  comedies  any 
funnier.  The  customers  will  find 
little  laugh  material  in  the  short, 
which  is  purely  for  the  immature 
minds.  This  time  Errol,  a  jewelry 
salesman,  falls  under  suspicion  when 
he  calls  on  a  woman  customer  at 
his  boss'  orders.  The  comedian  has 
a  deuce  of  a  time  establishing  his 
innocence.  At  the  end  it  turns  out 
that  his  wife  and  the  customer  are 
pals.  Lambert  Hillyer  directed  and 
Bert  Gilroy  produced. 


"Wild  Horses" 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M-G-M  8  Mins. 

Fine 

Pete  Smith  applies  his  wit  to  the 
subject  of  wild  horses  in  this  short, 
an  extremely  entertaining  item.  The 
footage  deals  with  horse  flesh  that 
turned  wild  after  its  abandonment 
by  miners  of  the  gold  rush  days.  The 
animals  are  given  personalities  for 
humorous  purposes.  Pete  gets  them 
into  a  lot  of  situations  parallel  to 
those  in  which  humans  get  involved. 
For  excitement  there  are  a  number 
of    well-photographed    horse    fights. 
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Chase  Bank  Drops 
40%  of  GPE  Stock 


Philadelphia — The  Chase  National 
Bank  dropped  40  per  cent  of  its 
holdings  in  the  General  Precision 
ipment  Corp.  during  March,  the 
-.^.ent  SEC  report  shows.  This 
company,  formerly  the  General  The- 
ater Equipment  Corp.,  is  expected 
to  be  one  of  the  post-war  leaders 
in  television.  Chase  National  drop- 
ped 60,300  shares  of  its  capital  no 
par  value  holdings,  retaining  92,- 
613  as  of  the  end  of  March. 

The  SEC  report  also  reveals  that 
the  Rexport  Corporation  holds  50,- 
719  shares  in  General  Precision 
Equipment,  and  the  American  Ex- 
press   Co.,    13,600. 

The  SEC  revealed  also  that  Wal- 
ter E.  Green,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.,  added  10 
shares  monthly  of  capital  in  General 
Precision  Equipment  from  last  July 
through  December,  bringing  his 
holdings  to  320.  In  February  he 
sold  200  shares,  retaining  120.  The 
Amerex  Holding  Corp.  has  no  shares 
in  General  Precision  Equipment,  ac- 
cording to  the  SEC,  while  Rexport 
Corp.  holds  50,719  and  American  Ex- 
press 13,600. 

The  dropping  of  86,800  shares  of  common 
no  par  value  in  20th  Century-Fox  by  Chase 
National     was    also    reported     by     SEC,    with 

the  bank  retaining  105,358  shares  at  the  end 
of  March.  Chase  National  also  dropped 
3,000  shares  of  $1.50  cumulative  preferred, 
but  held  668,116  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
WB  Trust  Funds  Acquire  Common 
A  number  of  hitherto  unreported  dealings 
in  Warner  Bros,  holdings,  with  the  three 
Warner  brothers  as  the  principals,  were 
also  contained  in  the  SEC  summary.  These 
were  supplemental  indirect  transactions  going 
back  to  December,  1941.  In  that  month  three 
trust  funds  which  previously  held  only  pre 
ferred  stocks  acquired  86.000  shares  of  $5 
par  common,  38,800  shares  bought  For  trust 
"A,"  40,900  for  trust  "B"  and  6.900  for 
trust  "C."  A  month  later  in  January,  1942, 
13.200    shares    was    added    to    trust     "A"    and 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


BARRY  BURK,  city  manager,  Corsicana  Inter- 
state   Theaters,    Corsicana,    Tex. 

WILLIAM  E.  MICK,  SR.,  special  service  de- 
partment,   National   Screen  Service,   Dallas. 

BOB  WHITE,  Oregon  representative,  PRC,  Port- 
land. 

L.  W.  MONTGOMERY,  Eastern  Washington  repre- 
sentative,   PRC.    Portland. 

ROSS  BLUCK,  home  office  representative,  Co- 
lumbia,   Chicago. 

JAMES  HARPER,  assistant  manager,  Roosevelt, 
Chicago. 

CREIG  R.  JONES,  manager,  Kent,  Moncton,  N. 
B.,    Canada. 

HAROLD  KL1NCMAN,  salesman,  National  Screen 
Service,   Des  Moines. 

NORMAN  KASSELL,  exploitation  manager,  20th- 
Fox,  Chicago. 

JOHN    RICCIUTI,   manager,    Apollo,    New   Haven. 

SYDNEY  LEHMAN,  special  sales  representa- 
tive,   Paramount,    Buffalo. 

LEON  HERMAN,  salesman,  United  Artists,  Buf- 
falo. 

RALPH  LAWLER,  district  manager,  Paramount 
theaters,     Peoria. 

MARVIN  HARRIS,  Paramount  theaters  man- 
ager,  Toledo. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 

FRANK  AUDAS,  operator,  Capitol  Theater,  Am- 
herst,   N.  S.,    Canada. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Calling  All  Kids" 

(Our    Gang) 

M-G-M  11  mins. 

Okay   for  the  Kids 

In  their  latest  offering  the  Our 
Gang  kids  deal  out  substantial  en- 
tertainment for  the  youngsters. 
This  time  they  put  on  a  show  for 
the  men  in  uniform.  The  idea  gives 
them  an  opportunity  to  strut  their 
varied  talents.  Most  of  their  ef- 
forts are  devoted  to  the  imitation  of 
various  stars  of  tne  entertainment 
world.  The  kids  do  surprisingly 
well. 


"Private  Pluto" 
(Walt  Disney) 
RKO  7   mins. 

Swell 

Abundant  hilarity  is  stirred  up  by 
Pluto  as  an  Army  private  assigned 
to  guard  a  pillbox  against  sabo- 
teurs. Chipmunks  that  have  made 
their  home  in  the  pillbox  give  him  a 
world  of  trouble.  The  little  critters 
pull  one  trick  after  another  on  him, 
making  a  perfect  sap  of  him.  The 
footage,  which  is  in  Technicolor,  is 
a    first-i'ate    booking. 


Drive-in  Grosses  $25,000 
Despite  Poor  Weather 


Chicago  —  The  Chicago  Drive-In 
Theater  grossed  $25,000  for  the  first 
week,   despite    unfavorable   weather. 

Buffalo — Opening  last  night  of  the 
Harlem  Road  Drive-In  in  suburban 
Cheektowaga  brought  both  Buffalo 
area's  outdoor  picture  stands  in  op- 
eration. Edward  F.  Wick  is  man- 
ager. Opening  night  receipts  went 
to  the  USO. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. — Drive-In  Thea- 
ter, opening  nearly  a  month  ahead 
of  last  year's  May  14,  is  running  to 
good  business  considering  gas  ra- 
tioning. Nearby  Lake  City  Ordance 
plant,  where  hundreds  are  employed 
in  war  work,  adds  to  the  attendance 
volume. 


Miami,  Fla. — E.  M.  Loew's  Miami 
Drive-In  will  open  Sunday.  It  was 
closed  some  months  ago  because  of 
gas  rationing  cutting  down  attend- 
ance. A  new  speaker  system  has 
been  installed. 


Albany — Neil  Hellman's  Open  Air 
Theater  near  Latham,  four  miles 
from  the  city  limits  here  and  a  mile 
from  City  of  Cohoes  boundaries,  is 
tentatively  set  to  start  its  season 
May    23.       Hellman,    who    operates 


Cast  of  Industry  Greek 
Relief  Show  Completed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

person,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment  committee 

Roster  includes  Irene  Manning, 
George  Jessel,  Herbert  Marshall, 
Dudley  Field  Malone,  Grace  Moore, 
Milton  Berle,  Kenny  Baker,  Ed  Gard- 
ner, Fred  Waring  and  choral  group, 
•Jimmy  Durante,  Dean  Murphy, 
Frank  Sinatra,  Jimmy  Dorsey  and 
orchestra,  the  Roxy  Theater  com- 
pany, Ethel  Waters,  the  Music  Hall 
company,  Duke  Ellington  and  orches- 
tra, Arthur  Treacher,  Catherine 
Meskill,  Jackie  Miles,  Alfred  Drake, 
Betty  Garde,  Joan  Roberts,  Nicolas 
Moscona,  Gypsy  Markoff,  Wayne  & 
Marlin,  the  Christianos,  and  others. 

Paul  Ash  will  conduct  a  50-piece 
orchestra  of  enlisted  men.  Show  is 
being  staged  by  Hassard  Short,  Jack 
Partington  and  Russell  Markert. 
Howard  Bay  designed  the  sets. 


Mrs.  Jacques  Convalescing 

Cincinnati — Mrs.  Stanley  Jacques, 
wife  of  RKO  Radio's  branch  man- 
ager, is  convalescing  following'  a 
major  operation. 


three  subsequent-runs  in  Albany  and 
Troy,  is  located  on  the  main  Al- 
bany-Saratoga Road  on  Route  9. 


2,600  to  trust  "I!"  bringing  the  total  hold- 
ings to  52,000  and  43,500.  In  December  of 
last  year,  all  common  stock  held  by  these 
three   trusts   was   dropped. 

Hi  May,  1941.  150  shares  of  $3.85  cumu- 
lative preferred  were  bought — acquired  for 
trust  "B."  bringing  its  holding  of  that  type 
stock  to  9.863,  while  trust  "A"  held  9,539 
and  trust  "C"  8,301  of  the  same  stock.  In 
December  of  last  year  the  9.539  shares  held 
in  trust  were  dropped,  as  well  as  all  but 
500  of  the  9,863  held  in  trust  "B"  and  4,801 
of  the  8.301    in   trust   "C." 

Trust  "C"  was  then  discontinued,  with  its 
holding  of  3,500  shares  of  the  preferred 
transferred  to  trust  "A."  At  the  end  of 
March  trust  "A"  still  held  those  3.500  and 
trust  "B"  500  shares  of  the  $3.85  cumula- 
tive preferred.  At  the  same  time,  Albert 
Warner  held  personally  22.280  shares  of  the 
preferred,    Harry    19.395    and    .Tack    15,181. 

Early  in  March  Joseph  H.  Hazen,  WB 
vice-president,  dropped  1,200  shares  of  $5 
par  common,  retaining  500,  while  Albert  War- 
ner bought  4.100  shares,  bringing  his  total 
holding  to  209.550."  Also  early  in  March, 
Harry  Warner  bought  2,400  shares  of  the 
common,  holding  150,060  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  while  Jack  stood  pat  with  186,600. 
Rockefeller    Center    Sells    RKO     Stock 

March  saw  the  sale  of  46,400  shares  of 
RKO  dollar  par  common  by  Rockefeller  Cen- 
ter, which  retained  497,829  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  J.  Miller  Walker  bought  100  shares 
during  the  month,  previously  holding  none, 
and    also    bought    500    warrants    for    the    com- 


mon, holding  2,000  such  warrants  at  the  end 
of  March.  He  also  holds  100  six  per  cent 
convertible    preferred. 

The  report  on  Universal  Corp.  shows 
Preston  Davis  holding  111,283  common  vtc. 
warrants  through  the  Standard  Capital  Corp., 
while  he  dropped  200  shares  of  the  stock  he 
held  personally,  retaining  4,200.  He  holds 
26,500  shares  of  this  stock  through  the  Stand- 
ard Capital  Corp.  The  SEC  also  reports 
Daniel  M.  Sheaffer  of  Philadelphia,  who 
holds  none  of  the  stock  personally,  as  owner 
through  Universal  Corp.  of  231,327  shares 
of  dollar  common  in  Universal  Pictures.  Uni- 
versal Corp.  added  200  shares  of  this  stock 
to  its  holdings  in  November  and  December 
of  last  year.  Sheaffer  is  also  listed,  through 
Universal  Corp.  as  holder  of  20,000  shares  of 
seven  per  cent  convertible  second  preferred 
in    Universal    Pictures. 

Loew's,  Inc..  is  reported  to  have  sold  68 
shares  of  $25  par  common  in  Loew's  Boston 
Theaters.  Inc.,  holding  119,628.  Howard 
Dietz  bought  five  shares  of  common  no  par 
value  in  Loew's,  Inc.  during  March,  now 
holding    10. 

Revised  reports  on  Columbia  Pictures 
showed  Harry  Cohn  swelling  his  holdings  of 
common  no  par  value  from  75,349  shares  in 
January.  1942,  to  95,834  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Cohn  also  holds  100  shares  of  $2.75 
convertible    preferred. 

Walter  Siemers,  a  director  of  the  Trans- 
Lux  Corp.,  dropped  500  shares  of  dollar 
par  common  in  that  corporation,  retaining 
1,500   at   the   end  of   March. 


20lh-Fox  13-Week 
Net  at  $1,751,739 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

aters  Corp.  of  $756,000.  No  divi- 
dends were  received  from  National 
Theaters  Corp.  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  either  year. 

Because  of  the  lifting  of  currency 
restrictions,  no  reserve  against  for- 
eign assets  has  been  made  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1943.  A  reserve  of 
$1,100,000  was  provided  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1942. 

The  corporation  has  estimated  ex- 
cess profits  taxes  in  the  net  amount 
of  $2,385,000  on  earnings  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1943  on  the  basis 
of  pro-rating  its  estimated  excess 
profits  credits.  There  were  no  ex- 
cess profits  taxes  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1942. 

The  profit  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1943  equals  81c  per  share  of  com- 
mon stock  after  the  usual  preferred 
dividend. 


Hopper  Going  to  Mexico 
To  Survey  Film  Production 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

other  interested  Government  agen- 
cies. Hopper's  particular  interest,  of 
course,  will  be  in  the  needs  of  Mex- 
ican producers  for  raw  stock  and 
various  other  materials  needed  for 
film  production,  and  the  efficiency 
with  which  these  materials  are  be- 
ing used. 

CIAA  has  been  taking  an  active 
interest  in  Mexican  production  prob- 
lems for  several  months  now,  and 
Francis  Alstock,  director  of  the 
CIAA  motion  picture  section,  has 
been  in  Mexico  City  twice  recently. 
It  is  believed  that  CIAA  is  anxious 
to  aid  the  Mexican  industry  in  any 
way  possible  in  order  to  enable  it 
to  build  up  its  prestige  and  outrun 
the  Argentine  producers  in  the  race 
for  the  Spanish-language  market  in 
South  America. 


"Boy  From  Stalingrad"  May  20 

Columbia  will  send  out  "The  Boy 
from  Stalingrad"  May  20. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

SIDNEY  BOWDEN,  general  manager,  Wilder  Cir- 
cuit, Norfolk,  Va.,  commissioned  a  lieutenant 
(j.g.),   USN. 

*  ARMY  * 

ALLAN  SHEVIN,  production  department,  Nation- 
al   Screen    Service    home    office. 

DON  TANNER,  student  assistant  manager, 
Loew's    Ohio,    Columbus. 

JACK  GARBER,  B  &  K  publicity  department, 
Chicago. 

V/ALTR  THOMPSON,  manager.  Park  Theater, 
Richmond. 

CORDON  CULLEY,  relief  manager,  Neighborhood 
Theaters,    Richmond. 

CHARLES  DENMEAD,  manager,  York  Theater, 
West   Point,    Va. 

*  americanTfield  service  * 

JAMES  W.  MICHAELS,  son  of  Dewey  Michaels, 
operator,  Mercury,  Palace  and  Keith's 
Theaters,    Buffalo. 
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Exhibitors  of  America!    Book  "PRELUDE  TO 
WAR."  the  sensational  55  minute  sock-film. 
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On  With  The 


By  BOB  FREDERICKS 


sA:iARGE arid  varied  assortment  of  intertesting  facts  are  wrapped 
up  in  the  1943  edition  of  Film  .Dairy's  "Year  Book,"  a  veritable 
reference  library  of  the  motion  picture  industry,  which  comes  off 
the  press  today.    Here  are  some  of  them: 

The  average  weekly  attendance  of  all  movie  theaters  in  these 
United  States  last  year  jumped  from  85,000,000  to  90,000,000  .  .  . 
These  people  saw  pictures  in  17,919  different  houses  in  10,040  dif- 
ferent cities  and  towns,  scattered  throughout  the  country  so  as  to 
bring  the  greatest  entertainment  ever  produced  to  virtually  every 
isolated  soul  in  America  ...  In  addition  to  these  another  207  thea- 
ters were  maintained  at  various  military  camps  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  men  in  uniform. 


American  pictures  for  American  audiences — While  total  theater 
attendance  showed  a  marked  increase,  the  number  of  full-length 
features  released  last  year  was  the  lowest  since  1917  .  . .  The  total 
was  533,  as  compared  to  598  the  previous  year  .  .  .  But  of  these 
533  all  hut  45  were  produced  in  the  U.  S.  A. .  . .  Of  the  45  imported, 
England  supplied  19,  Russia  11,  Sweden  5,  France  4,  China  2,  and 
Greece,  Norway  and  Germany  each  1  ...  In  1941  foreign  pictures 
shown  ih  America  totaled  106,  as  compared  to  196  in  1940  and  278 
in  1939  . .  .America  in  the  movie  business  for  herself  and  by  her- 
self does  well,  or  better  than  ever  before. 


Love  and  war  don't  mix — So  'tis  indicated  ih  the  titles  given 
pictures  since  Pearl  Harbor  ...  Or  at  least  it's  not  the  sort  of 
love  that  leads  to  the  altar,  for  ndt  one  full-length  feature  released 
In  1942  contained  the  word  "marriage"  in  its  marquee  display  .  .  . 
And  the  nearest  thing  to  divorce  was  a  horse  opry  called  "Where 
the.Traiis  End."  .  .  .  The  word  "love"  appeared  only  in  "Loves  of 
Edgar  Allen  Poe."  .  .  .  However,  a  few  kindred  pictures  were  re- 
leased,  including  "Romance  on  the  Range,"  "Courtship  of  Andy 
Hardy,"  "Wife  Takes  a  Flyer,"  "Seven  Sweethearts,"  "Sweethearts 

of  the  Fleet,"  and  "Take  a  Letter,  Darling But  the  moon,  which 

is  often  associated  with  affairs  of  the  heart,  got  a  good  play  in 
"Moon  and  Sixpence,"  "Moonlight  In  Havana,"  "Moonlight  Mas- 
querade" and  "Moontide." 


Beginning  to  roll  their  own— That  Hollywood  may  some  day 
get  around  to  writing  as  well  as  producing  its  own  screen  plays 
is  hinted  at  in  the  increased  number  of  "originals"  approved  by 
the  Production  Code  Authority  in  1942  .  .  .  These  numbered  401 
original  stories  out  of  548  approved  for  a  percentage  of  73.2,  as 
compared  with  1941  when  only  63  per  cent  of  the  features  were 
written-for  the  movies  . . .  The  rest  were  mostly  adapted  from  suc- 
cessful novels,  short  stories,  biographies  and  outstand^.;;  stage 
plays, 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  or  the  flesh  equivalent  thereof,  appear 
conspicuously  in  1942  picture  titles,  which  Film  Daily's  "Year 
Book"  accepts  as  new  evidence  of  the  majesty  of  ,the  people  and 
the  importance  of  manpower  and  womanpower  in  -this  hour  of 
stress  .  .  .  However,  I  can  see  little  in  the  following  films  to  lend 
dignity  or  importance  to  either  gender  of  the  somewhat  human 
being:  "Male  Animal,"  "Man  From  Cheyenne,"  "Man  From  Head- 
quarters," "Man  In  the  Trunk,"  "Man  Who  Returned  To  Life," 
"Man  Who  Wouldn't  Die,"  "Man  With  Ten  Lives,"  "Man's  World," 
"Mr.  Wise  Guy,"  "Mr.  V."  or  "Lady  Is  Willing,"  "Lady  In  a  Jam," 
"Lady  In  Distress,"  "Lady  Has  Plans,, "Lady  Gangster,"  "Lady 
From  Chungking,"  "Woman  of  the  Year,"  "Miss  V  From  Moscow," 
and  "Miss  Annie  Rooney." 


And  getting  down  to  figures,  we  .find  Hollywood  spent  $198,- 
000,000  for  making  pictures  in  1942  .  .  .  which  is  $12,500,000  more 
than  production  costs  for  the  previous  12  months  .  . .  And  in  case 
there  be  those  in  the  business  office  who  might  be  interested  in 
such  sordid  things  as  revenue,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
movies  spent  another  $55,313,358  for  newspaper  advertising  .  .  . 
Thus  j|q  we  eat, 

Reprinted    from    Miami,    Florida,    Herald,    April    14,    1943 

THE    FILM    YEAR    BOOK   is    now    being   distributed    FREE    to   all 
subscribers  of  THE  FILM   DAILY,   1501   Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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SIGNED 

LESTER  CUTLER,  producer,  "Sweethearts  of  the 
U.    S.    A.,"    Monogram. 

DENNIS    DAY,    "Sleepy    Lagoon,"    Republic. 

FRANK  McDONALD,  director,  "Hosier  Holi- 
day," Republic. 

FRANK  BUCK,  "Tiger  Fangs,"  Jack  Schwarz 
for   PRC. 

CLAUDE   RAINS,   termer,   Warners. 

ARTHUR  LU-BIN,  director,  "AM  Baba  and  the 
Forty  Thieves,"    Universal. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

HUGH  WEDLOCK  and  HOWARD  SNYDER,  screen- 
play-producers, "We  of  the  Theater,"  Uni- 
versal. 

GRIFFIN  JAY,  screenplay,  "The  Return  of  the 
Vampire,"  Columbia. 


CASTINGS 

CHARLES  LAUCHTON,  "The  Canterville 
Ghost,"  M-C-M;  GEORGE  MURPHY,  MICHELE 
MORGAN  and  FRANK  SINATRA,  "Higher  and 
Higher,"  RKO;  DONALD  O'CONNOR,  "The  Man 
of  the  Family,"  Universal;  REED  HADLEY, 
"Guadalcanal  Diary,"  20th-Fox;  ANN  CORN- 
WALL, "Johnny  Come  Lately,"  James  Cagney- 
United  Artists;  MAREK  WINDHEIM,  "Hi  Diddle 
Diddle,"  Andrew  Stone-United  Artists:  MAR- 
GARET O'BRIEN,    "Madame   Curie,"   M-G-M. 

CLAUDE  RAINS,  "Passage  to  Marseilles," 
Warners;  NICEL  BRUCE  and  ARTURO  DE 
CORDOVA,  "Frenchman's  Creek,"  Paramount; 
FRANCES  GIFFORD,  "Cry  Havoc,"  M-G-M; 
GLORIA  WARREN,  ROSEMARY  LA  PLANCHE  and 
BARBARA  HALE,  "Around  the  World,"  RKO; 
FRANK  ALBERTSON,  "And  the  Angels  Sing," 
Paramount;  LADY  KILLERS  QUARTETTE, 
CHARLES  JUDELS,  GEORGE  HUMBERT,  LEO 
WHITE,  NADRA  HANSEN,  "SPEC"  O'DONNELL, 
G1NO  CORRADO  and  JACQUES  CEORCE,  "Lady, 
Let's  Dance,"  Monogram;  ROY  BARCROFT,  ED- 
MOND  COBB,  BUD  OSBORNE,  "Six  Gun  Gospel," 
Monogram;  LOTTIE  HARRISON,  "Spotlight  Re- 
vue," Monogram;  THE  AUSTIN  FAMILY,  "Black 
Market  Rustlers,"  Monogram;  PATTI  McCARTY, 
"Texas  Rangers  No.  5,"  PRC. 
• 

SCHEDULED 

"The   Canterville   Ghost,"    director,    NORMAN    Z. 

McLEOD;  producer,  ARTHUR  FIELD,  M-C-M. 
"The    Man    of    the    Family,"    screenplay,    ZACH- 

ARY   GOLD;   producer,    KEN    GOLDSMITH. 


Gillmore's  Successor 
To  Be  Elected  Today 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  international  board  of  the 
organization.  Jean  Greenfield,  first 
international  vice-president,  has  been 
serving  as  acting  president  since  Gill- 
more  death. 

The  board  meeting  will  precede  a 
meeting  of  the  AAAA  planning  com- 
mittee at  which  will  be  prepared  the 
program  of  the  wartime  conference 
of  all  talent  unions  to  be  held  at  the 
Hotel  Edison  on  June  3  and  4.  The 
committee  also  is  expected  to  select 
delegates  to  represent  the  various 
amusement  fields  at  the  June  con- 
ference. 


Ben  Udell's  Son  Killed 

Chicago — Harvey  Udell,  son  of  Ben 
Udell,  Chicago  film  distributor,  was 
killed  in  a  West  Coast  war  plant 
accident,  according  to  word  received 
along  Film  Row. 


Nebraska  City  Theater  Burns 

Nebraska  City,  Neb. — The  Over- 
land, built  by  the  Morton  family  in 
1897,  was  destroyed  in  a  spectacular 
fire.  Dark  for  about  a  year.  It  was 
owned  by  a  Kansas  City  theater  cor- 
poration. 


50  Films  Shooting 
As  13  More  Start 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Launching  of  13  new 
productions  this  week  brought  the 
total  number  of  features  shooting  in 
Coast  studios  to  an  even  50.  t  t 
check-up:  Va 

At  Columbia:  Two  shooting. 

Samuel  Goldwyn:  Shooting  "The 
North  Star." 

At  M-G-M:  Nine  shooting,  includ- 
ing "A  Thousand  Shall  Fall,"  drama, 
story  of  French  prisoners  of  war  in- 
ternel  in  a  German  military  .prison, 
with  an  all-male  cast,  featuring 
Gene  Kelly,  Pierre  Aumont,  Peter 
Lorre,  Richard  Whorf,  Joseph  Cal- 
leia,  Wallace  Ford,  Sir  Cedric  Hard- 
wicke,  Donald  Curtis,  Jack  Lambert 
and  Darryl  Hickman.  Tay  Garnett 
directing  for  producer  Edwin  Knopf; 
and,  "The  Heavenly  Body,"  a  do- 
mestic comedy,  starring  William 
Powell  and  Hedy  Lamarr,  with  Fay 
Bainter,  Spring  Byington  and  Con- 
nie Gilchrist.  Arthur  Hornblow,  Jr., 
producer,  and  Alexander  Hall  direct- 
ing. 

At  Monogram:  Three  shooting,  including 
"Six-Gun  Gospel,"  third  in  western  series 
starring  Johnny  Mack  Brown  with  Raymond 
Hatton.  Scott  R.  Dunlap  producer,  and 
Lambert  Hillyer  directing;  and  George 
Weeks'  "Black  Market  Rustlers,"  with  Ray 
Corrigan.  Dennis  Moore  and  May  Terhune. 
S.     Roy    Luby    directing. 

At    Paramount:    Four   shooting. 

At  PRC:  One  shooting,  "Fighting  Valley," 
next  in  the  "Texas  Rangers"  series  starring 
Dave  O'Brien,  Jim  Newill  and  Guy  Wilker- 
son.  Alexander  Stern  producing  and  Oliver 
Drake   directing. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Five  shooting,  including 
"The  Seventh  Victim,"  psychological  horror 
drama,  with  Tom  Conway,  Jean  Brooks  and 
Kim  Hunter  in  the  top  roles.  Isabel  Jewell, 
Erford  Gage,  Chef  Milani  and  Bruce  Ed- 
wards heading  the  supporting  cast.  Pro- 
ducer. Val  Lewton,  with  Mark  Robson,  for- 
mer film  editor,  making  his  debut  as  a  di- 
rector. 

At  Republic :  Three  shooting,  including 
"Nobody's  Darling,"  a  musical,  starring  Mary 
Lee,  with  Gladys  George,  Louis  Calhern. 
Jackie  Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones  and  Mar- 
jorie  Gateson.  Harry  Grey  producing,  and 
Anthony  Mann  directing;  and,  "Black  Hills 
Express,"  western,  starring  Don  Barry,  with 
Ariel  Heath,  Wally  Vernon,  George  Lewis." 
Bill  Halligan,  Hooper  Atchley.  Charles  Mil- 
ler, Bud  Geary  and  Jack  Ingram.  Eddy 
White   producing  and   Jack   English   directing.' 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  Eight  shooting,  in- 
cluding "The  Night  Is  Ending,"  drama, 
with  George  Sanders,  Brenda  Marshall,  Philip 
Dorn,  Madeleine  LeBeau.  Robert  Lewis  and 
Marcel  Dalio.  Leonide  Moguy  directing  for 
producer  Andre  Daven;  and,  "Guadalcanal 
Diary,"  drama,  with  Preston  Foster,  Lloyd  I 
Nolan,  Victor  McLagien  and  Richard  Jaeckel. 
Lewis  Seiler  directing  for  producer,  Islin  j 
Auster. 

At    United    Artists:     Two    shooting.       Cag-  , 
ney's    "Johnny    Come    Lately"    and,    Andrew 
Stone's    "Hi    Diddle    Diddle." 

At  Universal:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Girls,  Inc.,  with  Harriet  Hilliard,  Leon 
Errol,  Grace  McDonald  and  David  Bruce. : 
Les  Goodwins  directing  fof  Will  Cowan,  as- 
sociate producer;  and,  "Angela,"  starring 
Susanna  Foster  and  Donald  O'Connor,  with 
Patric  Knowles,  Dorothy  Peterson  and  Sam- 
uel S.  Hinds.  Felix  Feist  directing  forj 
Bernard    Burton,    associate   producer. 

At  Warners:  Six  shooting,  including  "In 
Our  Time,"  war  drama,  with  Ida  Lupino 
and  Paul  Henreid.  A  Jerry  Wald  produc- 
tion, with  Vincent  Sherman  directing.  "Con- 
flict."   is    the   new    title   for   "The   Pentacle 


I A  Locals  Purchase 
$1,245,006  War  Bonds 

War  Bond  purchases  of  IATSE  lo- 
cals throughout  the  country  have 
hit  a  total  of  $1,245,006. 
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EXHIBS.  WANT  CONSENT  DECREE  JMROPPED 

Detroit's  Operators  Union  Votes  in  109  Members 


THE  WEEK  I\ 
REVIEW 

New  Pact  for  Schenck 


By    L.    H.    MITCHELL 


20th-FOX:  Joseph  M.  Schenck  was 
given  a  new  seven-year  contract  as 
executive    production    head    at    the 
studios  by  20th  Century-Fox,  but  will 
not  be  added  to  the  board  of  which 
previously  he  was  chairman.  Schenck 
I  clarified    the    status    of    Col.    Darryl 
JF.  Zanuck,  now   on   Army  duty,   by 
I  st&ting   that   Zanuck   will   return   to 
I  Oris  former  post   with  the  company, 
that  of  vice-president   in  charge   of 
production,    upon    his    release    from 
trie   Army,  but  under  Schenck.   .   .   . 
Zanuck's   salary   from   the   company, 
£175,100,    was    said    to    be    tops    for 
:.0th-Fox — Prexy  Spyros  Skouras  re- 
viving $168,269,  and  William  Goetz, 
-  155,700.  ...  It  was  announce  that 
Goetz,  who  recently  resigned  to  go 
into  production  on  his  own,  will  re- 
■[  main   at   20th-Fox   until   Zanuck   re- 
I  turns.   .   .   .  Financial  statement  for 
I  the  13  weeks  ending  Ma'rch  27,  1943 
!  shows  the  company's  net  profits  up 
[    ^910.178    over    the    same    period    in 
1942    to   $1,751,739. 

*  *  * 

EXHIB.  UNITS:  Ed  Kuvkendall, 
.MPTOA    prexy,    stated    that    Allied 

;  and  the  MPTOA  proposals  for 
changes  in  the  New  York  consent 
decree  are  quite  similar,  with  chief 

,  difference  in  their  approach  to  the 
end  in  view.  He  added  that  MPTOA 
was  not  opposed  to  theater  divorce- 
ment so  widely  demanded  by  Ai- 
med. .  .  .  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M 
-ales  head,  told  the  Ohio  ITO  at  its 

;  annual  meeting  in  Columbus  that 
M-G-M  would  adjust  rentals  found 
inequitable,  and  invited  the  unit, 
having  failed  to  force  the  company 
to  lower  prices,  to  try  co-operating 
with  it.  .   .  .  ITOA  sought,  and  ob- 

,.  tained,  the  services  of  James  J. 
Walker,  former  mayor  of  New  York 
City,  in  its  fight  on  film  rentals. 

*  *  * 

BRIEFS:   Columbia   announced  at 
Chicago  meeting  that  it  would  make 
|[,44  features  for  the   1943-44   season, 
j   16  to  be  AA's,  two  BB's  to  be  sold 
;    separately,  and  six  to  be  in  Techni- 
color. .  .  .  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
announced   that  its   production  bud- 
get  for   the   new  season  will   be   in- 
creased two  and  a  half  times. 


First  Additions  to  Ranks 
In  15  Years;  Jumps  Rolls 
40%;  Ends  "Permit"  Class 


Detroit — In  one  of  the  most  sen- 
sational moves  in  the  local  theater 
labor  field  in  many  years,  Local  199, 
IATSE,  has  voted  to  take  in  109 
membei  s,  l'epresenting  an  increase 
in  membership  of  about  40  per  cent 
over  the  existing  168.  This  is  the 
first  time  a  new  member  has  been 
taken  into  the  local  in  about  15 
years,  according  to  Frank  Kinsora, 
president. 

New  move  is  intended  to  practi- 
cally wipe  out  the  large  class  of 
"permit"  or  "registered"  men  in  this 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


May  Not  List  Specific 
Lab.  Jobs  'Essential' 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  War  Manpower 
Commission  has  just  about  ceased 
considering  the  addition  of  specific 
occupations  to  the  essential  job  in- 
dices sent  by  Selective  Service  to  lo- 
cal boards.  Although  film  labora- 
tories were  cleared  as  an  essential 
industry  some  time  ago,  and  clear- 

'Continued  on  Page  6) 


PRC  Takes  Lease  on 
Fine  Arts  Studio 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Contracts  under  which 
PRC  will  take  a  long-term  lease  on 
the  Fine  Arts  Studio  on  Santa  Moni- 
ca Boulevard  will  be  signed  early 
this  week  and  the  company  will 
move  into  its  new  quarters  from  the 
Talisman    Studio    late    this    month. 

Under  provisions  of  the  arrange- 
ment, the  Pine-Thomas  combination 
will  continue  to  work  at  the  plant 
for   Paramount  release. 


Dullzell  of  Equity 
Elected  4  A's  Prexy 


Paul  Dullzell  of  Actors  Equity  on 
Friday  was  elevated  from  executive 
secretary  to  president  of  the  As- 
sociated Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America  as  successor  to  the  late 
Frank  Gillmore  at  the  24th  annual 
meeting  of  the  officers  and  inter- 
national boai-d  of  the  parent  body  of 
all  talent  unions. 

Dullzell  was  succeeded  by  George 
Heller  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Radio  Artists.     Re-elected  to  the 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Holds  U.  S.  Pix  Essential 
To  British  War  Effort 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Hollywood  produc- 
tions are  as  important  to  British  as 
they  are  to  ours,  according  to  Hilary 
St.  George  Saunders,  British  author 
of  "Combined  Operation,"  who  is  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


$25,000  War  Bond  Prizes 
In  UA's  Leserman  Drive 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  eight 
United  Artists  district  and  branch 
manager  meetings  over  the  week-end 
in  New  York,  Boston,  Cleveland,  Chi- 
cago,   New    Orleans,    Kansas    City, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Boost  Raw  Stock  Allotment 

Class  C  Producers  to  Get  It  at  1941  Rate 


Bill  to  Relax  Work  Hours 
Adopted  by  House  in  Ohio 


Columbus,  O.— The  Ohio  House  of 
Representatives  has  approved  the 
measure,  already  passed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, to  relax  work  hours  for  women 
and  minors.  House  added  an  emer- 
gency   clause,    making    the    measure 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — An  increase  in  raw 
film  of  more  than  2,000,000  feet  for 
PRC  and  12  per  cent  for  all  Class 
C  producers  and  distributors,  bring- 
ing their  raw  stock  allotments  to 
100  per  cent  of  their  1941  rate  of 
consumption  was  announced  Satur- 
day by  WPB.  Rumors  of  an  impend- 
ing general  cut  in  raw  film  for  the 

[Continued  on  Page  7) 


Proposed  Changes  Okay 
But  Survey  Shows  Exhibs. 
Prefer  Decree  Abandoned 


While  recommendations  of  Allied 
and  MPTOA  for  changes  in  the  New 
York  consent  decree  appear  to  be 
satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  ex- 
hibitors contacted,  most  of  the  the- 
ater owners  would  like  to  see  the 
decree  eliminated  completely,  a 
checkup  by  an  unaffiliated  exhibitor 
organization  revealed. 

The  decree,  according  to  the  com- 
ments, has  done  nothing  for  the  in- 
dependents but,  it  is  charged,  has 
enabled  the  distributors  to  achieve 
new  highs  in  grosses.  Even  if  the 
changes     proposed     by     Abram     F. 

((  ontinued  on  Page  4) 

"IT  Sets  Record  Ad 
Budget  for  Program 

Universal  announced  Friday  that 
it  had  prepared  the  largest  adver- 
tising budget  in  the  history  of  the 
company  for  campaigns  on  the  bal- 
ance of  the  product  on  the  1942-43 
program  and  for  the  pictures  with 
which  the  1943-44  selling  season 
will  be   launched. 

It  was  announced  that  more  than 
$650,000  would  be  spent  on  four  im- 
portant features  to  be  released  be- 

(C  ontinued  on  Page  7) 

St.  Louis  Indies  Ratify 
Anti-Duals  Agreement 


St.  Louis — Some  20  indie  exhibi- 
tors operating  in  St.  Louis  and  St. 
Louis  County  have  voted  to  accept 
the  anti-duals  agreement  drawn  up 
by  officials  of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis, 
Eastern  Missouri  and  Southern  Illi- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Lust  Leases  Capital 
House  for  GWTW  Run 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Sidney  Lust,  head  of 
the  Lust  Circuit  here,  has  leased  the 
Gayety  Theater,  Washington's  only 
burlesque  house  for  an  indefinite  run, 
at  popular  prices,  of  "Gone  With 
the  Wind." 
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Col.Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. . 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.   Kodak    1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

Paramount    

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd... 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 1 

Warner  Bros 

do  pfd 

NEW    YORK 
Para.    B'way    3s55 .  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56 . 1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
1 

NEW    YORK 
Monogram    Picts.     .  .  . 

Radio-Keith  cvs 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc..  . 
Universal    Picts 


High 
161/2 

16 

371/2 
3% 
185/g 
68 


Vz 

37l/2     371/2   +     1/4 
3  3—3/g 

17%     17%  —     5/s 
68       168       —     1/2 


21 

565/8 
26 
8 1/4 
887/s 
20i/2 
301/4 
71  1 
Hi/2 


207/s  21  —  5/8 

541/2  55  —  2 

25  251/4  —  % 

75/s  77/8  —  3/8 

851/2  86  —  21/2 

191/2  201/4  —  1/4 

301/4  30y4  +  1/4 

71  171  +  2 

13%  14i/4  _  i/g 


BOND 
761/4 
033/4   1 

021/2   1 
CURB 

33/4 

I'/z 

4 
121/2 

3 
171/2 


MARKET 

76i/4     76l/4 
033/4   10334 

021/2  1021/2 
MARKET 

3%  35/8 

1%  1% 

3%  3% 

12'/8  121/4 

2%  3 

171/2  171/2 
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"China"  Goes  Four  in  Newark 

After  three  record-breaking  weeks, 
"China"  started  a  fourth  week  at 
the  Newark  Paramount  Saturday.  In 
the  past  17  months  only  four  pix 
have  been  held  for  a  fourth  week 
there. 


WANTED 

35  milimeter  titled  camera  and  stand 
for  animating  slide  film.  Reply  Box 
140,  care  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broad- 
way,  New  York  City. 


S  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

The    Human    Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 12th    week Astor 

Edge    of    Darkness    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 6th    week    (a) Strand 

Trelude    to    War     (OWI-WAC-AM     Distributors)      (a) Strand 

China    (Paramount    Pictures) — 4th    week Paramount 

Crash   Dive    (Twentieth   Century-Fox) — 3rd  week Roxy 

Mission  to  Moscow   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — 3rd  week Hollywood 

The  Ox-iBow  Incident  (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — 2nd  week Rivoli 

At    Dawn    We    Die     (Republic    Pictures) — 2nd    week Abbey 

Next  of  Kin   (Universal   Pictures) — 2nd  week Rialto 

Lady  of   Burlesque    (United   Artists-Hunt  Stromberg) Capitol 

The    More    the    Merrier    (Columbia    Pictures) Music    Hall 

They    Came    to    Blow    Up    America     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) Globe 

Desperadoes     (Columbia    Fictures) Criterion 

Air    Force    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Tahiti   Honey    (Republic    Pictures)     (a) Palace 

Queen   of    Broadway    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — Last    day New    York 

Ghost   Rider    (Monogram    Pictures) — Last    day New   York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

La  Mia  Canzone  al  Vento  (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.) — 4th  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

A  Young  Lady  With  Luck   (Europa  Films) — 3rd  week 48th  St.  Theater 

Alia   en   el   Tropico    (Crovos-Mohme    Co.) — 2nd   week Belmont 

Masquerade      (Artkino     Pictures) Stanley 

The   Virgin   of   Guadalupe    (Maya    Films) World 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Action    in    the    North   Atlantic    (Warner   iBros.    Pictures) — iMay   21 Strand 

Five  Craves  to  Cairo   (Paramount  Pictures) — May  26 Paramount 

My    Friend    Flicka     (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — iMay    26 Roxy 

The    Leopard    Man    (RKO    Radio   Pictures)— May   21 Rialto 

The   Cabin    in   the  Sky    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

Corregidor  (Producers  Releasing  Corp.)    (c> Globe 

This  Land   is  Mine   (RKO  Radio   Pictures)    (c) Rivoli 

Bataan     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Capitol 

The    Youngest    Profession    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

Flight    for    Freedom    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — May    19    (a-b) Palace 

Mysterious    Doctor    (Warner    Bros.    Fictures) — May    19    (a) Palace 

Behind    Prison    Walls     (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — Opens    tomorrow     (a)    ...New    York 

Carson    City    Cyclone    (Republic    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

The    Russian    Story    (Artkino    Pictures) — June    7 Stanley 

Cuando   Los   Hyos   Se   Van — May   21 Belmont 

(a)    Dual    bill,      (b)    Subsequent    run.      (c)    Follows    current    bill. 


N.  Y.  Reception  Is  Held 
For  Martha  O'Driscoll 


Universal  hosted  a  cocktail  recep- 
tion on  Friday  afternoon  in  the  Neth- 
erland  Suite  of  the  Hotel  Sherry 
Netherland  for  company's  starlet, 
Martha  O'Driscoll,  who  has  just 
completed  her  role  in  Walter  Wan- 
ger's  "We've  Never  Been  Licked." 

Large  delegations  from  the  film 
trade  press,  fan  magazines,  and  na- 
tional publications  attended.  Charles 
D.  Prutzman,  Henry  Linet  and  Mrs. 
Linet,  Marion  Orford,  Thyra  Samp- 
ter  Winslow,  Capt.  Radovich,  U.S. 
A.F.,  and  Lieut.  G.  Huntington  Hart- 
ford, U.S.C.G.,  were  prominent  at  the 
function. 


Pre- War  Profits  Average 
To  Limit  U.  K.  Remittances 


London  (By  Cable)— The  Treas- 
ury announced  Friday  that  frozen 
currency  restrictions  had  been  lifted 
as  from  last  Oct.  25,  but  that  re- 
mittances were  still  subject  to  De- 
fense Finance  Regulations,  limiting 
them  to  the  average  of  profits  for 
three  pre-war  years. 


Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  an- 
nounced the  British  decision  to  lift 
the   "freezing"   order  on   May   4. 


Wm.  Schutzer  Quits  20th-Fox 

Willi/am  Schutzer,  local  20th-Fox 
salesman,  has  resigned  after  15 
years  with  the  company. 


Court  Reserves  Decision 
In  Judgment  Split  Suit 


Trial  of  the  suit  of  Guthrie  Mc- 
Clintic,  legit,  producer,  against  Ed- 
ward Sheldon  joint  author  of  the 
play  "Dishonored  Lady,"  for  recov- 
ery of  a  50  per  cent  share  of  the 
judgment  won  by  him  in  a  plagiarism 
action  against  M-G-M  ended  on 
Friday  in  New  York  Supreme  Court 
with  Justice  J.  Sidney  Bernstein 
reserving  decision.  The  authors 
who  obtained  a  judgment  of  $172,- 
000,  charged  that  M-G-M  plagiarized 
their  play  in  producing  the  picture 
"Letty  Lynton."  McClintic's  action 
was  based  on  the  allegation  as  pro- 
ducer of  the  play  he  had  a  50  per 
cent  interest  in  the  film  rights. 

On  Thursday  during  the  trkl 
Louis  Nizer,  attorney  for  McClintic, 
made  a  motion  for  dismissal  of  a 
$50,000  counter-claim  against  the 
producer  which  was  withdrawn  by 
A.  Driscoll,  counsel  for  the  authors. 

An  action  against  Margaret  Ayer 
Barnes  joint  author  with  Sheldon  of 
the  play,  is  pending  in  Federal 
Court  in  Chicago,  with  McClintic 
seeking  to  collect  50  per  cent  of  the 
amount    recovered    by    her. 


Priscilla  Nathan  Assigned 

Priscilla  Nathan  of  Paramount's 
home  office  art  department,  who 
joined  the  WAAC  several  weeks  ago, 
has  been  made  a  technical  corporal 
and  transferred  to  the  Photo  De- 
tachment  at   Lowry   Field,   Colo. 


Sam  Shain  to  Leave  Post 
With  Quigley  in  4  Weeks 


Resignation  of  Sam  Shain,  edito 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Daily,  wa 
confirmed  over  the  week-end.  Shain 
who  will  leave  the  Quigley  organi 
zation  in  about  four  weeks,  plans  t 
take  a  much  needed  vacation  am 
has  no  immeidate  plans  beyond  thai 
it  was  said.  Shain,  long  with ^/ hi 
iety,  joined  Quigley  several 
ago  to  succeed  A-Mike  VogtTlhpa 
editor  of  the  Daily.  Appointment  o 
Shain's  successor  will  be  announce 
shortly,  with  a  promotion  withi 
the  Quigley  organization  anticipatec 
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Exhibs.  Want  Consent 
Decree  Eliminated 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Myers,  Allied  general  counsel,  should 
be  made,  the  independent  and  sub- 
sequent-run theaters  would  still  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  distributors,  the 
exhibitors  say,  even  if  to  a  lesser 
degree. 

Myers'  recommendation  that  Sec- 
tion X  of  the  decree  be  entirely  re- 
written met  with  the  approval  of  all 
contacted  exhibitors.  Myers  proposed 
that  the  section  be  re-written  to 
eliminate  hampering  restrictions  and 
afford  relief  to  independents  deprived 
of  a  run  in  favor  of  circuits. 

It  was  the  consensus  of  most  ex- 
hibitors that  the  decree  will  remain 
in  force,  despite  protests  by  the  ex- 
hibition field.  Whether  the  Gov- 
ernment will  heed  the  proposals  of 
the  exhibitor  associations  is  a  sub- 
ject for  extensive  speculation. 


Bill  to  Relax  Work  Hours 
Adopted  by  House  in  Ohio 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

effective  at  once,  which  the  Senate 
will  be  asked  to  approve.  The  meas- 
ure, backed  by  the  ITO  of  Ohio, 
permits  industrial  employers  to 
work  women  50  hours  a  week  instead 
of  45,  and  in  most  other  business 
raises  their  week  work  ceiling  from 
48  to  50  hours. 

It  also  permits  the  employment  of 
girls  16  and  17  until  11  p.m.,  instead 
of  8  p.m.  It  allows  the  employment 
of  girls  18,  19,  and  20  throughout 
the  night  in  any  occupation.  Under 
the  measure  boys  of  16  and  17  may 
work  throughout  the  night,  with  no 
limit  on  the  number  of  hours,  in 
place  of  the  present  requirement  that 
they  work  only  eight  hours  in  a  day 
and  no  later  than  10  p.m. 


Hoyt  Succeeds  Cowles 
As  OWI  Domestic  Director 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Palmer  Hoyt,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Portland  Oregonian, 
will  succeed  Gardner  Cowles,  Jr., 
as  OWI  domestic  director  on  about 
June  20,  Director  Elmer  Davis  an- 
nounced Saturday.  Hoyt,  who  has 
been  granted  a  six-month  leave  by 
the  Oregonian,  is  a  Republican,  as  is 
Cowles. 


Maureen  O'SuIlivan 
Ruth    Donnelly 


Bruce   Bennett 
Malcolm   St.    Clair 


Lesser  Becomes  Greater: 

•  •  •  EVER  since  filmland  was  a  pup.  Mister  Exhibitor  has  felt 
that  he  has  been  playing  Uncle  Tom,  while  Mister  Film  Salesman  has 

always  been  Simon  Legree, — no  matter  how  equitable   the   deal 

It's  all  part  of  the  great  commercial  drama  which  we  call  "our  indus- 
try"   We    mention    this   phenomenon   because    there   looms    on   the 

immediate  horizon  an  excellent  opportunity  for  poor  (?)  Uncle  Tom  to 
get  revenge  on  big  bad  (?)  Simon Not  that  we  want  to  add  unnec- 
essary and  all-too-scarce  fuel  to  the  age-old  feud,  but  Mister  Exhibitor, 
if  he  feels  ornery,  can  put  Mister  Film  Salesman  (those   of  UA,  to  be 

specific)   through    a   marathon    of   time-consuming   talk Here's   how: 

One  of  Grad  Sears'  boys  drops  in  to  vend  the  theaterman  a  truly 

prize    package, — Sol    Lesser's   powerhouse    opus,    "Stage   Door   Canteen" 

Now,  as  soon  as  the  salesman  makes  known  his  mission.  Mister 

Exhib.  can  sit  back  in  the  chair  of  his  crying  room  (the  theater's  ex- 
ecutive  office),   light   up   a   stogie,   feign    vast    innocence,    and  just   say: 

"Who's    in   it?" A    few   hours   later,    the    salesman,    weak,    weary, 

and  desperately  in  need  of  lozenges,  will  have  the  question  answered, — 
for  never  in  screen  annals  has  there  been  such  a  cast  in  any  picture! 
And   that   goes   for  quality   as   well   as   quantity 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     JUST  one  quick  statistic  will  give  you  an   idea  of  what 

this   cast   is   likes .Gus   S.   Eyssell,  showman-solon    of   Radio    City 

Music  Hall,  has  a   marquee  which   is   to   most  other   theater  canopies 

what  GWTW  is  to   a   brief  attraction    trailer There  are  said   to 

be  598  spaces  on  the  RCMH  marquee,  but  you  couldn't  get  more  than 
a  modest  fraction  of  "Stage  Door  Canteen"  star  names  into  that 
staggering  number  of  spaces And  that's  without  billing  the  ple- 
thora of  top-flight  bands,  which  comprise  the  sweet  and  torrid  or- 
ganizations under  the  batons  of  Count  Basic,  Xavier  Cougat,  Benny 
Goodman,  Kay  Kyser,  Guy  Lombardo,  and  Freddie  Martin...... 


•  •  •  EVEN  as  Phil  M.  writes  this  colyum,  "Stage  Door  Canteen" 
is  famous  as  a  film,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  has  not  even  been 

released  yet Superbly  publicized,  it  is  avidly  awaited It  has 

also  been   intensively   reviewed   by   trade    critics,   who  have   garlanded 

it   with   praise This   corner   hasn't   had    a   fling   up   to   now    at   the 

reviewing  stand With  that  opportunity  here  at  hand,  we'll  add  a 

word,  literally  just  one  word  of  appraisement It  is:   CREAM 

Entertainment  cream The  C  is  for  Comedy The  R  for  Ro- 
mance  E    for    Emotion A    for    Action and    M    for   Music. 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  WITH  "Stage  Door  Canteen"  poised  for  distribution,  it 
is  natural  that  all  trade  and  public  eyes  should  be  upon  its  future,— 
a  future  bound  to  be  rich  in  rewards  for  the  filmgoer,  theaterman, 
UA,  and  Producer  Sol  Lesser.  ,  .  . .  .Consequently,  we  are  apt  to  forget 
the  vast  preparational  period  which  brought  the  attraction  into  being. 

A  spirit  of  lesser  strength  than  Lesser's  might  well  have  cracked 

on    the    obstacle-studded    road    from    inception    to    reality It    is 

not  easy  in  this  industry  of  ours  for  the  independent  producer 

"Stage  Door  Canteen"  is  a  triumph  not  only  for  its  maker,  but  all 
luho  helped  in  its  making 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


COminG  and  G0IDG 


KELLY    returned 


GRAD    SEARS    and    ARTHUR 
from    the   Coast    Friday. 

WALTER  BRANSON  left  Saturday  for  Chicago 
and    Omaha. 

FRED  ROHRS,  PRC  Southern  division  man- 
ager,   is   here   for   home   office   conferences. 

NED   DEPINET   is   in   Albuquerque.  ^ 

WILL   BISHOP    is   here   from   Chicago.     ( 

™hp 

NORMAN  KASSEL,  new  20th-Fox  publicity 
chief  in  Chicago,  is  at  the  home  office  for 
confabs. 

LEONARD  GOLDENSON  and  SAM  DEMBOW 
arrived  in  Salt  Lake  City  Saturday  and  from 
there  go  to  Los  Angeles,  Phoenix,  Dallas  and 
Kansas   City. 

HERBERT  MARSHALL  planed  to  New  York 
Friday  from  Toronto  and  will  remain  here  a 
week   before   proceeding  to  the  Coast. 

JOHN  HESSE  of  the  iRoger  Sherman  Theater 
in  New  Haven,  JAMES  McCARTHY  of  the  Strand 
in  Hartford,  and  VINCENT  PALMER  I  of  the  Mer- 
ritt    in    Bridgeport  were   in    New  York   Friday. 

NORMAN  MORAY,  Warners'  short  subject 
sales  manager,  returns  to  New  York  today  from 
a    tour   of   Eastern   exchanges. 

WALTER  COULD,  UA  foreign  manager  leaves 
by  plane  May  25  for  a  visit  to  the  company's 
branches  in  Central  and  South  America.  His 
first   stop   will    be    Mexico    City. 

KING  VIDOR  and  his  "America"  company 
left  Chicago  for  Hollywood  yesterday  after 
completing  steel  mill  sequences  in  Chicago  and 
Cary,     Ind. 


Detroit  Operators 
Ups  Membership  40% 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

jurisdiction,  with  a  few  additional 
permit  men  to  be  voted  on  at  the 
next  meeting.  The  new  group  also 
includes  five  men  carrying  cards 
from  out-of-town  locals.  Many  of 
them  are  sons  of  operators,  some- 
times of  deceased  union  members, 
Kinsora  said. 

The  local  now  has  jobs  for  325 
men,  and  has  about  40  men  holding 
cards  from  locals  elsewhere  who  are 
working  here,  but  will  not  transfer 
to  Detroit  permanently. 


Newark  Canteen  to  Open 

A  Stage  Door  Canteen  will  be 
opened  in  Newark  on  Thursday.  Lo- 
cated in  a  two-story  building  on  Lin- 
den St.  in  the  downtown  section,  the 
canteen  was  constructed  by  local 
unions,  with  all  costs  defrayed  by 
contributors.  Opening  night  festivi- 
ties will  include  a  Coast-to-Coast 
broadcast  on  CBS,  at  9:30  p.m.,  EWT, 
with  Helen  Menken  and  other  stars 
scheduled. 


"He  Fed  His  Flock, 
And  Penn'd  the  Fold" 

Richmond — Zane  Grey  Ross  occu- 
pies the  pulpit  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  the  nearby  community  of  Fort  Lee, 
and  carries  on  his  studies  for  the 
ministry  at  the  University  of  Rich- 
mond. When  not  thus  occupied,  he 
is  the  day  doorman  of  the  local  State 
Theater! 


A  SHORT  AD 


a 


The  Blitz  Wolf,"  an  M-G-M 
cartoon,  was  voted  the  best 
industry 'produced  war  short 
of  the  past  year  in  a  nation- 
wide poll  of  exhibitors  con- 
ducted by  the  Motion  Picture 
Herald.  Out  of  the  ten  best 
shorts  selected  in  this  poll, 
M-G-M  led  all  other  pro- 
ducers with  a  total  of  four: 
"The  Blitz  Wolf"  (Techni- 
color),"Further  Prophecies  of 
Nostradamus,"  "Marines  in 
the  Making"  and"Don'tTalk ' 


P.  S.  Tex  Avery  who  directed  "The  Blitz  Wolf"  has  done  it  againl  Watch  for  his  new  Technicolor 
cartoon  delights  "Red  Hot  Riding  Hood"  and  "Dumb -Hounded" 


(Book  "Prelude  To  War"  Released  May  27th) 
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Dullzell  of  Equity 
Elected  4  A's  Prexy 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

first  vice-presidency  was  Jean  Green- 
field of  the  Hebrew  Actors  Union, 
who  had  been  serving  as  acting  pres- 
ident since  the  death  of  Gillmore.' 
Other  officers  held  over  for  another 
term  were  Kenneth  Thomson  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  second  vice- 
president,  and  Ruth  Richmond  of 
Chorus   Equity,   treasurer. 

All  officers  will  serve  for  two 
years. 

The  meeting  appointed  Dullzell  to 
serve  as  AAAA  delegate  to  the  an- 
nual AFL  convention  to  be  held  in 
Boston  in  October,  with  Heller  desig- 
nated as  alternate. 

It  .was  voted  that  either  Dullzell 
or  Al  Harding  of  Equity  could  serve 
as  official  spokesman  for  the  AAAA 
in   the   future. 

The  treasurer's  report  disclosed 
that  the  AAAA  was  in  the  soundest 
financial  position  in  the  last  five 
years. 


St.  Louis  Indies  Ratify 
Anti-Duals  Agreement 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

nois.  Lone  dissenting  vote  recorded 
was  that  of  Henry  Halloway  who 
operates  three  St.  Louis  County 
houses.  Walter  A.  Thimmig,  oper- 
ator of  the  McNair  Theater,  with- 
held his  signature  until  he  can  de- 
termine the  policy  of  an  opposition 
house  not  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing. 

While  Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr.,  head 
of  F  &  M-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 
and  sponsor 'of  the  initial  anti-dual 
talks,  was  not  in  attendance,  he  is 
expected  to  sign  when  convinced  the 
independent  operators  show  they 
really  desire  to   eliminate   doubles. 

Amended  agreement  calls  for  sin- 
gle feature  play  for  pictures  shown 
as  singles  on  their  first-runs,  ex- 
cept when  a  picture  plays  an  initial 
run  with  a  stage  show  or  other  at- 
traction as  strong  as  second  feature. 


Lucille  Casey  to  Metro 

Lucille  Casey,  Copacabana  dancer, 
has  been  signed  to  a  M-G-M  con- 
tract by  Arthur  Freed,  producer, 
visiting  in  New  York. 


Chech's  Out  Xmas — 
Chech's  Bach  Now! 

Miami  —  Dick  Wanklyn,  veteran 
employee  of  the  Wometco  chain,  left 
more  than  a  year  ago  to  enter  the. 
Army,  and  has  since  been  serving 
in  the  South  Pacific.  Last  Christmas, 
the  company  sent  him,  as  well  as  to 
its  other  workers  in  the  armed  forces, 
a  bonus  check.  The  check  has  just 
returned,  and  with  it  a  letter.  Mis- 
sive explained:  "I  don't  need  the 
money  down  here.  Give  it  to  the 
War  Chest." 


<REVIEWS>> 

"Action  in  the  North 
Atlantic" 

with  Humphrey  Bogart,  Raymond  Massey 
Warner  127  Mins. 

ACE  ACTION  FILM  IS  THRILLER 
PACKED  WITH  SUSPENSE;  BOGART  AND 
MASSEY   AT   THEIR    BEST. 

In  "Action  in  the  North  Atlantic"  War- 
ner Bros,  has  turned  its  attention  to  the 
merchant  marine,  coming  up  with  a  rousing 
tribute  to  the  men  who  are  delivering  the 
goods  of  war  to  every  corner  of  the  world 
at  constant  risk  of  life  and  limb.  The  com- 
pany has  shot  the  works  in  paying  just  due 
to  these  unsung  heroes  of  the  war. 

The  production,  which  has  been  superbly 
put  together,  tells  its  story  in  terms  of  ex- 
citement and  suspense.  Nothing  has  been 
spared  to  make  the  film  something  to  set 
the  pulses  pounding.  The  picture  moves 
at  a  terrific  pace,  going  from  one  blood- 
stirring  event  to  another  in  as  fierce  an 
assault  on  the  nervous  system  as  ever  has 
been  unleashed  in  a  film.  The  action  is 
of  heroic  proportions  and  unrelenting.  It's 
go,  go,  go  from  beginning  to  end  in  a 
grim  and  gripping  chain  of  incidents  which 
assail  the  senses  like  hammer  blows.  When 
the  company  put  that  word  "action"  in  the 
title  of  the  film  it  wasn't  kidding.  In 
fact,  there  is  so  much  action  on  the  screen 
that  one  is  left  limp  at  the  end.  It  may 
prove  a  bit  too  much  for  some  customers. 

The  film  has  been  produced  by  Jerry 
Wald  with  astounding  vividness  and  a  real- 
ism that  has  rarely  been  matched.  The 
studio  has  gone  to  tremendous  pains  to  make 
what  happens  in  the  film  look  like  the  real 
thing.  Here  is  indeed  a  technical  triumph. 
How  much  the  success  of  the  picture  de- 
pends on  the  camera  work  of  Ted  McCord 
and  the  special  effects  of  Jack  Cosgrove 
and  Edwin  B.  DuPar  cannot  be  computed. 

The  story  picks  a  specific  ship's  crew  to 
illustrate  the  heroism  of  the  nation's  mer- 
chant mariners.  It  follows  the  fortunes  of 
that  crew  relentlessly  in  a  tense  narrative  in 
which  the  men  are  under  constant  attack  by 
submarine  and  plane.  The  action  is  spread 
over  two  voyages.  The  first  one  ends  with 
the  sinking  of  our  heroes'  ship  by  a  sub- 
marine. The  second  sees  their  ship  safely 
arrived  at  a  Russian  port  after  a  nightmarish 
encounter  with  subs  and  planes.  How  they 
ever  came  through  that  second  voyage  is 
a  miracle.  Few  scenes  on  the  screen  have 
packed  more  suspense  than  those  showing 
the  cat-and-mouse  game  between  the  crew 
and  a  trailing  submarine. 

To  prevent  the  going  from  being  unbear- 
ably heavy  Director  Lloyd  Bacon  and  Screen  - 
playwright  John  Howard  Lawson  have  wisely 
worked  in  a  light  moment  here  and  there. 
However,  they  haven't  bothered  much  with 
romance,  as  a  result  making  the  film  chiefly 
meat  for  the  men.  Bacon's  breathless  di- 
rection packs  a  terrific  wallop.  The  Law- 
son  screenplay,  based  on  a  story  by  Guy 
Gilpatric,  is  a  thing  of  fury. 

The  main  roles  are  entrusted  to  Humphrey 
Bogart  and  Raymond  Massey.  The  latter 
appears  as  the  captain  of  the  two  ships 
involved  in  the  action;  the  former,  as  chief 
mate.  Bogart  is  excellent  in  another  of 
those  roles  of  a  cynical  guy  with  a  soft 
inside.  Massey  matches  him  stride  for  stride. 
Standing  out  among  the  crew  members  are 
Alan  Hale,  Sam  Levene,  Dane  Clark,  Peter 
Whitney,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Dick  Hogan,  Dick 
Wessel.  Julie  Bishop  and  Ruth  Gordon 
playing  the  wives  of  Bogart  and  Massey, 
respectively,    competently    handle    the    only 


Stock  Sans  Emulsion 
Won't  Aid  Argentina 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail)  — 
Passed  by  Censor) — Plan  to  ship  raw 
stock  to  Argentina  without  emul- 
sion would  not  relieve  the  shortage, 
according  to  Carlos  Connie  Santina, 
of  Laboratories  Alex.  He  claims 
there  is  neither  the  machinery  nor 
the  personnel  to  complete  the  film. 


Copper  Lack  Delayed 
Victory  in  Africa 


Boston — Driving  home  the  import- 
ance of  the  industry's  scrap  copper 
campaign,  Bob  O'Donnell,  Variety 
Club's  national  chief  barker,  told 
300  trade  leaders  at  a  Variety  Club 
testimonial  luncheon  Friday  at  the 
Statler  that  the  victory  for  Allied 
arms  in  Africa  actually  was  delayed 
30  days  due  to  the  lack  of  copper. 

O'Donnell  said  that  he  had  just 
come  from  Washington  where  offic- 
ials told  him  that,  while  the  news- 
papers had  not  published  the  facts  as 
yet,  it  was  literally  true  that  the 
lack  of  sufficient  copper  had  delayed 
what  he  termed  "our  glorious  vic- 
tory in  Africa  and  had  actually  cost 
many  lives  because  of  this  delay." 

New  England  theaters  were  warm- 
ly complimented  on  their  efforts  in 
the  current  copper  campaign.  At 
the  luncheon  brochures  prepared  by 
the  local  WAC  under  the  direction 
of  Harry  Browning  as  public  rela- 
tions head  were  distributed.  Mar- 
tin J.  Mullin,  chairman  added  his 
appeal  and  asked  that  the  fact  still 
be  recognized  that  copper  is  highly 
essential  to  the  industry  and  that 
"that  which  we  collect  collectively 
will  therefore  serve  to  keep  our  in- 
dividual   theaters    in    operation." 


Actors'  Fund  Re-elects  Vincent 

Walter  Vincent,  president,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Actors  Fund  of 
America  were  re-elected  on  Friday 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  or- 
ganization at  the  Lyceum  Theater. 
There  was  only  one  new  trustee — 
Alfred  Lunt,  who  replaced  the  late 
George  M.  Cohan. 


feminine  roles  of  any  importance.  Other 
minor  roles  are  well  played  by  Minor  Wat- 
son, Kane  Richmond,  Chic  Chandler,  among 
others. 

CAST:  Humphrey  Bogart,  Raymond  Mas- 
sey, Alan  Hale,  Julie  Bishop,  Ruth  Gordon, 
Sam  Levene,  Dane  Clark,  Peter  Whitney, 
Minor  Watson,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Dick  Hogan, 
Kane  Richmond,  Chic  Chandler.  George  Off- 
erman,  Don  Douglas,  Art  Foster,  Michael 
Ames,  Ludwig  Stossel,  Dick  Wessel,  Frank 
Puglia,  Iris  Adrian. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Wald;  Director, 
Lloyd  Bacon;  Screenplay,  John  Howard  Law- 
son;  Based  on  story  by  Guy  Gilpatric;  Added 
Dialogue,  A.  I.  Bezzerides,  W.  R.  Burnett; 
Cameraman,  Ted  McCord;  Film  Editor, 
Thomas  Pratt;  Art  Director,  Ted  Smith; 
Special  Effects,  .  Jack  Cosgrove,  Edwin  B. 
DuPar. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


May  Not  List  Specific 
Lab.  Jobs  'Essential' 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ance  announced  this  week,  an  official 
of  the  WMC  essential  activities  com- 
mittee told  The  Film  Daily  Friday, 
that  he  is  not  at  all  certain  specific 
jobs  in  the  laboratories  will.^ 
listed.  At  first  he  seemed  fairly  j,,p 
tain  they  would  not,  explaining  that 
the  occupational  analysis  section  of 
WMC  had  not  been  asked  to  submit 
recommendations,  but  later  changed 
his  tune  to  admit  the  possibility  that 
some  specific  film  lab  jobs  might  be 
placed  in  the  essential  bracket. 

"At  any  rate,"  he  said,  "only  about  one 
out  of  every  20  of  the  various  business  men 
who  came  to  see  us  these  days  is  concerned 
about  Selective  Service.  By  that  I  mean 
that  most  of  them  have  simply  accepted  as 
inevitable  the  loss  of  their  men  of  military 
age.  What  they  are  concerned  about  is 
regulation  number  4,  the  freeze  order.  They 
want  their  men  protected  from  transier  to 
other  civilian  jobs,  and  they  want  to  know 
who   they   can   hire   and   so   forth." 


Holds  U.  S.  Pix  Essential 
To  British  War  Effort 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  guest  at  the  Academy  dinner  in 
Hollywood  this  Friday.  "We  have 
never  learned  nearly  as  much  about 
film  making  in  England  as  Holly- 
wood knows,"  said  Saunders,  who 
has  written  several  film  scripts  and 
has  had  two  novels  made  into 
motion  pictures. 

British  servicemen  would  be  deso- 
late if  Hollywood  were  to  curtail 
the  number  of  its  productions,  he 
said.  Three  and  four  showings  of 
American  films  weekly  are  com- 
mon in  British  camps,  and  for  the 
most  part  the  American  films  are  far 
more  popular  than  the  British,  he 
added. 

Saunders  is  upset  however,  about  the 
treatment  of  Britain  by  Hollywood  and  said 
he  wished  that  the  technical  advisers  to 
producers  whose  duties  include  advice  on  cur- 
rent England  would  return  briefly  to  England 
and  see  the  life  of  that  country  today. 
"England  would  be  unrecognizable  to  many 
of    these    experts    on    England."    he    said. 

Saunders  spoke  specifically  of  several  re- 
cent productions,  all  dealing  with  Britain,  and 
reported  that  although  these  might  not 
have  been  inaccurate  two  or  three  years  ago, 
British  audiences  laughed  at  them  when  they 
were    shown    there    recently. 

Despite  these  inaccuracies,  some  of  which  i 
Saunders  hopes  to  correct  during  his  brief 
stay  in  Hollywood  he  holds  that  Hollywood 
motion  pictures  are  absolutely  essential  to 
the     British     war    effort. 


"Moscow"    Tradeshown    Today  , 

Warners  will  hold  tradeshowings 
of  "Mission  to  Moscow"  in  31  ex- 
change centers  today.  The  New 
York  screening  takes  place  at  2:30 
p.m.  in  the  company's  home  office 
projection  room. 


2,706  Bausch  &  Lomb 
Employes  in  Uniform 

Rochester — Ninety-nine  employes, 
five  of  them  women,  entered  mili- 
tary service  from  the  Bausch  &  Lomb 
Optical  Co.,  last  month  to  bring  the 
total  number  now  in  uniform  to  1,706. 
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Class  C  Producers 
Get  More  Raw  Stock 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

entire  industry  were  effectively 
scotched  by  announcement  that  film 
allotments  for  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
r^'id  0.  Selznick  and  other  inde- 
\  Qients  listed  in  Class  C  had  been 
rriffeased  to  a  full  100  per  cent  of 
their  rate  of  film  consumption  in 
1941. 

The  order  provides  that  this  relax- 
ation of  the  previous  order,  provid- 
ing these  producers  with  88  per  cent 
of  their  rate  of  usage  in  1941  is  ef- 
fective for  only  the  three  months 
beginning  April  1,  but  actually,  ac- 
cording to  WPB's  motion  picture 
chief,  Harold  Hopper,  it  is  likely 
that  the  full  100  per  cent  of  1941 
usage  will  be  maintained  beyond  the 
present   quarter. 

Hopper  said  lie  did  not  see  any  likeli- 
hood of  raising  the  allotment  of  Class  A 
and  B  producers  and  distributors  above  the 
present  level — 75  per  cent  of  their  1941 
rate  of  consumption — since  they  seem  to 
be  getting  along  perfectly  well  with  the 
film  they  are  now  getting.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  total  amount  of  raw  stock 
involved  in  Saturday's  amendment  was  only 
about  2.000,000  linear  feet  a  year  ago,  im- 
plying that  that  amount  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  cause  any  grave  shortage  under 
present    supply    circumstances. 

As    far    as    the    more    important    of    these 
C    producers    are    concerned,"    he    said. 
•they    may    make    only    one    or    two    films    a 
year,    and    they    certainly    can    make    use    of 
the     additional     film     this     amendment     gives 
,    them.       The    rest    of    the    industry     (Class    A 
and    B    producers    and    distributors)    seems    to 
be    getting    along    quite    well    on    its    present 
•   allotment."     Only     producers     making     films 
For    entertainment    purposes    (theatrical    show- 
ing i    are    affected,    he    said. 

Another   amendment    to    L-178,    the   film    al- 
location    order,     provides     for     the     insertion 
■  it    paragraphs   where    it    helps    meaning    of    the 
phrase      unless      there      are      special      circum- 
stances,    which     furnishes     WPB     justification 
ah    granting   additional    stock    for   special 
ses    or    withholding    stock    if    the    supply 
ion    becomes    too    difficult.        It     is    be- 
lieved    that     the     words     were     added     mainly 
the     former     reason. 
The   PRC   allotment    for    the   second   quarter 
le    year   was   3,177,974    linear   feet,    and   if 
has    been    raised    to    5.500.000    linear    feet.    A 
third    amendment    provides    for    exposure    by 
laboratories    without    specific    authorization    by 
OWI     of    35    mm.    film    for    Class    A    news- 
reel    producers.        Only    the     March    of    Time 
is    believed    affected    by    this    provision,    since 
the   five    major   newsreels   are   included   in   the 
jrder   already,   being   covered   by   the   reference 
'    to   "any   Class   A   or   Class    B    distributor." 


ft 


Cal.  Arbitration  Winner 
Appeals  for  More  Relief 

Although  he  won  a  clearance  ad- 
justment for  his  Southgate  Theater, 
Southgate,  Cal.,  L.  W.  Allen,  oper- 
ator of  the  house,  has  filed  an  ap- 
peal against  the  award.  The  Vogue 
Theater's  clearance  over  the  South- 
gate was  reduced  to  70  days  when 
the  admission  price  at  the  latter 
house  is  20  cents  and  42  days  when 
the  admission  price  is  25  cents.  Al- 
len apparently  decided  the  relief  was 
not  sufficient  and  sought  further  ad- 
justment through  the  appeal  board. 


U"  Sets  Record  Ad 
Budget  for  Program 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tween  now  and  September;  namely, 
"We've    Never   Been   Licked,"   "Cor- 
vettes in  Action,"  "Phantom  of  the 
Opera"  and   "Hers   to   Hold." 

A  record-breaking  appropriation 
for  newspaper  space  will  be  given 
to  the  Charles  Boyer-Julien  Duvivier 
production  "For  All  We  Know," 
which  will  be  the  lead-off  offering 
for  1943-44. 

The  advertising  plans  were  drafted 
by  John  Joseph,  director  of  public- 
ity, advertising  and  exploitation; 
Maurice  Bergman,  Eastern  publicity 
and  advertising  director,  and  Terry 
De  Lapp,  studio  publicity  director. 
Bergman  left  Hollywood  yesterday 
for  New  York. 


Kill  Mo.  Equal  Rights  Bill 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — The  Missouri 
.  House  Committee  on  Civil  and  Crim- 
4  inal  Procedure  voted  to  kill  the 
■  pending  equal  rights  bill. 


$25,000  War  Bond  Prizes 
In  UA's  Leserman  Drive 


ntinucd  from  Page  1 ) 

San  Fiancisco  and  Toronto,  the  en- 
tire sales  foi'ce  was  informed  of  the 
inauguration  of  a  huge  sales  drive 
with    War    Bonds    as    prizes. 

United  Artists  producers,  as  a 
tribute  to  Carl  Leserman,  general 
sales  manager,  contributed  the  sum 
of  $25,000  to  be  used  as  War  Bond 
p.izes  in  a  huge  Carl  Leserman 
Salesmen's  Contest. 

Complete  details  of  this  sales  campaign, 
which  will  run  for  a  17-week  period  from 
today  to  September  17,  were  worked  out 
by  district  managers  who  attended  the 
company's  recent  sale-  session  in  New  York. 
There  will  be  72  prizes  for  the  best  showing 
against  the  total  national  paid  and  played 
gross  on  pictures  in  10  individual  units  at 
the   end   of   the   drive   period. 

War  bond  prizes  will  be  awarded  for 
sales  activities  on  pictures  in  the  following 
10    units: 

Hunt  Stromberg's  "Lady  of  Burlesque," 
David  Loew-Albert  Lewin's  '"Moon  and 
Sixpence,"  Charles  Rogers'  "The  Powers 
Girl,"  Arnold  Pressburger's  "Hangmen  Also 
Die."  Mayfair  Productions'  "Jacare."  Ed- 
ward Small's  "Somewhere  in  France."  Cine- 
ma Guild's  "I  Married  a  Witch,"  Crystal 
Ball."  "Young  and  Willing,"  Harry  Sherman 
special-.  "Silver  Queen."  "American  Em- 
pire," "Buckskin  Frontier."  the  Hopalong 
Cassidy  westerns,  Hal  Roach's  Streamliners 
and    the   World    in   Action    shorts. 

Disposition  of  the  $25,000  in  War  Bonds, 
according  to  plans  formulated  by  district 
managers,    will    be    awarded    as    follows : 

Ten  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of 
prize  money  to  be  used  as  capital  prize 
for  two  leading  branches  on  over-all  per- 
formances as  follows:  $1,500  for  the  first 
leading  exchange,  and  SI, 000  for  second 
leading    office. 

Twenty  per  cent  of  total  prize  money  to  go 
for  two  district  manager  prizes  in  each 
group,  as  follows:  $3,000  split  among  the 
districts  scoring  first  in  each  individual 
unit,  and  $2,000  for  the  second  10  leadirtg 
districts    in    each    unit. 

Seventy  per  cent  of  the  total  prize  money 
to  be  allocated  as  follows:  $6,125  to  be 
divided  among  the  first  10  leading  branches 
in  each  individual  group;  $4,375  for  the 
second  10  exchanges;  $3,062.50  for  the  third 
10  best;  $2,187.50  for  the  fourth  and  $1,750 
for  the  fifth  leading  exchange  in  each  in- 
dividual   unit. 

Distribution  of  the  prize  money  for  the 
winning  branches  to  be  divided  between 
branch  managers,  salesmen  and  office  mana- 
gers— such  division  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
district  managers  and  the  winning  branch 
managers. 


He  has  a 

PERSONALITY 

that  comes  over  like  a  million! 
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(In  the  Universal  musical 
of  the  same  name!) 


On  tfte  "BtfMf 


©  Running  a  theatre  today,  is  just  like  pitching 
in  a  ball  game. 

©  You  can't  just  heave  showmanship  any  old 
way.  You've  got  to  have  sinkers  and  fadeaways 
and  other  hot  stuff.  If  you  don't— CRACK!- what 
was  that?  That  was  your  competitor  hitting  a 
home  run  with  the  bases  loaded. 

©  But  you  can't  win  the  game  alone  either. 
There's  the  matter  of  support— Advertising  sup- 
port. The  outfield  —  Heralds  and  Posters.  The 
infield  — Lobby  Displays  and  Trailers. 

©  And  when  you  all  pull  together  —  you're  in- 
vincible. You  win  every  game,  and  that  ever- 
lovin'  pennant  flies  from  the  little  old  box  office. 

©  So  keep  puttin'  'em  in  the  groove,  and  don't 
slight  that  infield  and  outfield.  Sign  up  the  best 
players  for  your  Lobby,  Marquee,  Poster  Stands 
and  Trailers.  Sign  up  Advertising  of  the  kind, 

that  no  matter  who  you  play—  you  win. 

» 

©  Remember,  it's  what  you  put  on  the  ball 
now,  that  shows  in  those  lovely  black  figures 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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INDIES  HOPE  FOR  BETTER  DECREE  JJREAK 

Acute  Shortage  of  Ushers  Facing  Film  Theaters 


High  School  Students  Now 
Employed  Part-Time  Turn 
To  War  Plant,  Farm  Jobs 


Prospect  of  an  acute  usher  short- 
age for  the  nation's  theaters  looms 
Dn  the  exhibitor  horizon  as  high 
school  students  make  plans  for  the 
Summer  vacation  starting  next 
month.  Heretofore,  the  students, 
working  part  time,  have  been  the 
salvation  of  many  usher  staffs,  but 
with  all  their  time  free,  many  will 
go  into  better  paying,  full  time 
jobs  in  factories. 

In  addition,  Federal  agencies  are 
urging  boys  to  work  on  farms  this 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Nine  Films  Gel  Gun, 
Making  51  Shooting 

t  

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Nine  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  production  this 
week,  making  51  snooting.  The 
check-up: 

At  Columbia:  Four  shooting,  in- 
cluding "Restless  Lady,"  drama, 
with  Evelyn  Keyes,  Edmund  Lowe, 
Allyn    Joslyn    and    John    Hubbard. 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Detroit  Liberalizing 
Curfew  Regulations 

Detroit  —  Drastic  change  in  the 
curfew  regulations  for  theaters,  in 
the  direction  of  liberalization,  con- 
trary to  the  trend  of  the  times,  is 
being  made  by  the  City  Council. 
Move  will  allow  girls  over  10  to 
attend  shows  between  2  and  6  a.m. — 

(.Continued  on   Page   3) 


From  Book  Learning 
To  Learning  Booking 

Holsopple,  Pa. — The  Vernon  The- 
ater, formerly  operated  by  Ideal 
Amusement  Co.  and  closed  for  the 
past  few  months,  has  been  taken  over 
by  two  school  teacher  sisters,  Helen 
and  Catherine  Knapp.  After  under- 
going considerable  repair  and  re- 
modeling, the  theater  will  be  opened 
for    Decoration    Day. 


Theaters  Face  "House-cleaning"  Problem 

As  War  Plants  Lure  Porters,  Scrubwomen 

Newark,  N.  J. — As  if  the  employment  problem  of  cashiers,  ushers,  doormen 
and  ticket  takers,  weren't  disturbing  enough,  theater  managers  here,  both  in 
the  nabes  as  well  as  in  the  downtown  sector,  are  now  facing  a  "house-cleaning" 
problem,  no  less  disquieting  by  comparison. 

Newspaper  want-ads  offering  scrubwomen  and  porters,  top  pay  and  short 
hours,  are  appearing  daily  with  only  an  occasional  taker.  Scrubwomen,  like 
porters,  it  is  pointed  out,  are  being  lured  by  top  wages  to  war  industry.  Even 
as  part-time  workers  in  war  plants,  they  can  average  much  more  than  theater 
operators  can   afford   to   pay. 


Lester  Isaac  to  be       Beano  Operators  Ask 
Consultant  to  WPB     Referendum  in  Mass. 


Washington  Bureau  of  TUB  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Lester  B.  Isaac,  gen- 
eral sound  and  projector  supervisor 
for  Loew's  theaters,  will  be  named 
a  special  in- 
dustrial con- 
sultant to 
WPB  later  this 
week,  to  serve 
with  the  WPB 
A  m  u  s  ements 
Section. 

Allen  G. 
Smith,  head  of 
that  section, 
has  already 
s  u  bmitted 
Isaac's  name 
for  approval, 
and  says  he 
feels  ''most 
fortunate" that 
Isaac  has  con- 
sented to  work  with  him. 

The   particular   project   for  which 

(Continued  on   Page   10) 


Boston  —  A  bitter  political  war 
looms  as  a  result  of  the  enactment 
of  the  anti-Beano  law.  At  least 
three  of  the  powerful  Beano  opera- 
tors in  the  State  have  openly  defied 
the  Governor  and  assert  they  will, 
in  open  defiance  of  the  governor's 
announcement  that  he  will  evoke  an 
emergency  order,  circulate  petitions 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


LESTER  B.  ISAAC 


PRC  Will  Produce 

12  Top-Budget  Pictures 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — In  its  first  major  bid 
for  playing  time,  PRC  will  make  12 
top-budget  pictures  during  the 
months  ahead,  said  Leon  Fromkess 
upon  his  return  here  after  con- 
ferring with  0.  Henry  Briggs  and 
A:  thur  Greenblatt. 

Fromkess  said  that  $20,000  is  be- 
ing  spent  on    the   advertising   cam- 

(Continucd  on  Page  8) 


Subsidy  for  Salvaged  Copper 

Gov't  to  Guarantee  Exhibs.  10  Cts.  Per  Pound 

Conn.  Allied  Re-elects 
Dr.  Fishman  and  Slate 


New  Haven — Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman 
was  unanimously  re-elected  president 
of  the  Allied  Theater  Owners  of  Con- 
necticut at  the  annual  meeting.  All 
other  officers  were  also  renamed,  in- 
cluding Charles  Repass,  of  the 
Crown,       Hartford,      vice-president, 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Government  subsidy 
to  guarantee  theaters  a  full  10  cents 
per  pound  on  salvaged  copper  has 
been  arranged,  it  was  revealed  here 
over  the  week-end.  Because  in  many 
localities  scrap  dealers  have  refused 
to  pay  more  than  six  or  seven  cents 
per  pound  for  copper  scrap  from  the 
theater  drive,  this  Government  policy 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


D  of  J  Top  Spot  Changes 
May  Give  Exhibs.  Chance 
To  Get  Their  Views  In 


Because  there  has  been  such  a 
turnover  in  the  personnel  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  since  the  New 
York  consent  decree  was  entered, 
independent  exhibitors  are  speculat- 
ing as  to  whether  they  are  due  for 
a  "better  break"  in  getting  their 
views  heard  when  extension  of  the 
decree  comes  up  for  consideration, 
it  is  reported.  Even  though  expira- 
tion of  the  decree  is  six  months  off, 
the  independents  are  said  to  be  lay- 
ing the  groundwork  for  a  concerted 
campaign  to  get  their  side  of  the 
story  before  the  proper  authorities. 

When     the     present     decree     was 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Sales  Policies  Hit 
By  New  York  Indies 

Declaring  that  the  sales  policies 
of  the  major  companies  as  they  af- 
fect the  independent  subsequent-run 
exhibitor  are  "illogical  and  ruinous," 
the  Unaffiliated  Independent  Exhibi- 
tors, Inc.,  a  New  York  organization, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


National  Film  Carriers 
To  Convene  Here  June  6 

Annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Film  Carriers,  Inc.,  at  which  officers 
will  be  elected,  opens   at  the  Hotel 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


First  Femme  Booker 
Named  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Anne  Vickers,  secre- 
tary to  M-G-M  branch  manager  Jack 
Sogg  has  been  promoted  to  M-G-M 
booker,  first  woman  to  hold  this  posi- 
tion in  this  territory.  She  succeeds 
Jerry  Whitesell,  now  in  the  Navy. 
The  M-G-M  booking  department  now 
consists  of  three  women  and  one 
man,  Miss  Vickers,  Aimee  Lewis  and 
Nativa  Roberts  with  George  Bailey 
as  the  lone  man.  Mildred  Flowers, 
former  bookers'  secretary,  moved  up 
to  secretary  to  the  branch   manager. 
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Cleveland  B.  O.  Tilt 
Accepted  Sans  Squawk 


Cleveland  —  No  complaints  were 
registered  by  theater  patrons  be- 
cause of  a  five-cent  admission  boost 
that  went  into  effect  last  week,  at 
Warners'  Hippodrome,  Lake  and 
RKO  Allen,  Nat  Wolf,  Warner 
zone  manager  reports. 
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Boston  Sunday  Biz  Aided 
By  'American  Day'  Parade 

Boston — The  "I  Am  an  American 
Day"  parade  on  Sunday  brought  out 
more  than  a  million  persons  to 
watch  it  and  more  than  50,000  in 
actual  marching  order.  That  ac- 
counts, in  part,  for  the  biggest  Sun- 
day business  in  months  at  Hub  the- 
aters. Both  Friday  and  Saturday 
likewise    were    better    than    good. 

The  tremendous  business  is  all 
the  more  remarkable  when  one 
knows  that  on  Saturday  more  than 
30,000  persons  went  to  the  horse 
races  at  Suffolk  Downs  and  bet  more 
than  $800,000.  In  normal  times 
that  would  have  meant  a  sharp  drop 
in  theater  attendance  that  night  but, 
quite  the  contrary,  it  actually 
seemed  to  give  impetus  to  the  the- 
ater   box-office    patronage. 

Another  remarkable  fact  is  that  in 
almost  every  instance  the  de  luxers 
were  playing  hold-overs. 

Legitimate  theaters  also  packed 
them  in  and  five  of  them  currently 
playing  here  were  sellouts. 

Ark.  ITO's  Convention 
To  Hear.  Jr.  C  of  C  Prexy 

Little  Rock,  Ark.— ITO  of  Arkan- 
sas' "Spring  war  conclave"  at  the 
Hotel  Marion  here,  May  23-24,  will 
have  William  M.  Shepherd  of  Pine 
Bluff,  president  of  the  U.  S.  Junioi 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  a  guest 
speaker.  His  subject  will  be  "The 
Motion  Picture  Theater's  Participa- 
tion in  Post  War  Planning." 

Edward  Kuykendall,  M  P  T  O  A 
prexy,  will  discuss  the  New  York 
consent  decree. 

H.  M.  Richey  of  Metro  and  Claude 
F.  Lee  of  Para,  also  will  speak. 

Plaque  awards  will  be  given  to 
the  exhibitor  chosen  by  the  distribu- 
tois  as  the  one  doing  the  best  all- 
around  exploitation  of  a  picture  dur- 
ing the  year.  Another  plaque  will 
be  awarded  to  the  distributor  chosen 
by  the  exhibitors  as  the  one  who  has 
done  most  to  create  goodwill  be- 
tween the  distributor  and  the  ex- 
hibitor. 


Fiji  Islanders  Prefer 
U.  S.  Animated  Films 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Animateds  are  the 
favorites  of  the  Fiji  islanders,  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reported 
yesterday.  The  10  island  theaters — 
the  largest  seating  875 — feature  all 
the  animateds  they  can  lay  their 
hands  on.  Most  of  these  theaters 
screen  one  program  a  night,  six 
nights  weekly,  with  matinees  Wed- 
nesdays  or   Saturdays. 

About  85  per  cent  of  all  features 
shown  are  from  the  United  States, 
through  Australia  or  New  Zealand, 
and  the  rest  are  British.  A  small 
number  of  Indian-language  films 
come  in  from  India. 


Dingley  Missing  in  Action 

Pilot  Officer  Linwood  A.  Dingley, 
RAF,  band  leader  known  before  the 
war  as  Duke  Daly,  has  been  reported 
missing  in  action.  He  is  the  husband 
of   Paula   Stone. 
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Technicolor  Directors 
And  Officers  Renamed 


All  officers  of  Technicolor,  Inc., 
were  re-elected  yesterday  by  the  di- 
rectors and  four  directors  of  Techni- 
color Corp.  whose  terms  were  expir- 
ing were  re-elected  by  the  stock- 
holders. 

Directors  whose  terms  were  ex- 
tended for  a  three-year  period  were 
A.  W.  Fritzsche,  A.  W.  Hawkes,  H. 
K.  McCann  and  James  H.  Hayes. 

Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus  was  re- 
elected president  and  general  man- 
ager. Others  re-elected  were  Gerald 
F.  Rackett,  vice-president  and  as- 
sistant general  manager;  George  F. 
Lewis,  vice-president;  David  Shat- 
tuck,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Don- 
ald G.  Smith,  in  charge  of  the  New 
York  office. 


Seek  to  Halt  Picketing 
Of  City  Theater  by  306 

Hearing  on  a  motion  for  a  tem- 
porary injunction  to  halt  Local  306, 
operators,  from  picketing  the  City 
Theater  on  14th  St.  yesterday  was 
postponed  in  New  York  Supreme 
Court  to  May  21.  The  writ  is  sought 
by  Scoop  14th  St.  Corp.,  operators 
of  the  house.  The  picketing  has 
been  in  progress  since  April  30. 

Local  306  charges  that  projection- 
ists and  stage  hands  at  the  theater 
were  locked  out  by  the  management 
following  a  disagreement  with  Local 
1,  stagehands,  and  that  the  theater 
had  sought  to  hire  non-union  help. 
Scoop  alleges  that  Local  306  broke 
an  agreement  with  it  not  to  stage  a 
strike  at  the  house. 


Academy  Luncheon  Will 
Honor  Saunders  on  Friday 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Academy  on  Fri- 
day will  hold  a  luncheon  at  the  Bev- 
erly Wilshire  Hotel  in  honor  of  Hil- 
ary St.  George  Saunders,  Combined 
Operator  Recorder  on  the  staff  of 
Commando  Chief  Lord  Louis  Mount- 
batten,  and  also  assistant  librarian 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons. 

Saunders,  who  is  now  in  Wash- 
ington conferring  with  Elmer  Davis 
of  the  OWI,  comes  to  Hollywood  at 
the  invitation  of  the  Academy  to 
discuss  the  part  motion  pictures 
can  play  in  the  post-war  reorgani- 
zation. 


Kane  Succeeds  Shain 
As  MP  Daily's  Editor 


Sherwin  A.  Kane  yesterday  was 
named  editpr  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Daily,  succeeding  Sam  Shain  who 
resigned  last  week. 

Kane  has  been  with  the  Quigley 
organization  for  12  years,  having 
started  with  the  company  in  Chi- 
cago where  he  worked  one  year  be- 
fore being  transferred  to  New  York. 

James  A.  Cunningham,  formerly 
news  editor  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Herald,  yesterday  joined  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Daily. 


COmiHG  and  Gome 


CORP.  WILLIAM  HICKEY,  formerly  of  THE 
FILM  DAILY'S  business  staff,  is  in  New  York  from 
Langley    Field,    Va.,    on    a    brief    furlough. 

LT.  W.  FRENCH  CITHENS,  USNR,  on  leave 
from  the  Newsreel  Theaters,  Inc.,  is  now  at- 
tached to  the  Naval  Air  Station  at  Anacostia, 
D.   C. 

AL     LICHTMAN,     Loew's    vice-president^'od  j 
EDDIE  BUZZELL,  M-G-M  director,  have  r(  d 

to    the   Culver   City   studios   after   brief   srrh^in 
New   York. 

IMAJCRIE  MORROW  of  Warners'  talent 
bureau  in  the  East  flies  to  Boston  tomorrow  to 
look  over  some  screen  possibilities  in  new  shows 
there.       She    returns    to    New    York   on    Friday. 

ROY  HAINES,  Warners'  Southern  and  Western 
division  sales  manager,  left  last  night  for  Chi- 
cago. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Warner  Theaters,  was  in  Al- 
bany yesterday  and  will  be  in  'Pittsburgh  today 
and  Wilmington,  Del.,  tomorrow,  for  meeting; 
in  connection  with  "Mission  to  Moscow." 

MARTHA  RAYE  opens  a  USO-Camp  Show; 
tour   at   Jackson    Barracks,    New   Orleans,    today. 

LORETTA  YOUNG  has  embarked  on  a  week's 
tour  of  Army  camps. 

CUY  KIBBEE  tomorrow  completes  a  three-day 
USO-Camp  Shows  engagement  at  Riverside, 
Calif. 

THREE  STOOGES  will  entertain  the  boys  ir 
the  service  for  two  weeks,  beginning  at  Port- 
land,  Ore.,  on   May  24. 

EDGAR  BUCHANAN  and  HELEN  WALKER 
started  a  swing  of  army  posts  at  Foster  Field 
Victoria,     Tex.,     yesterday. 

GIL  LAMB  and  TOMMY  SANFORD  are  on  a 
three-week  tour  for  the  USO  which  will  wind  ur. 
on  June  2  at  Army  Flying  School  at  Victorville 
Calif. 

CORP.  GUY  ELLIS,  ex-manager  of  Warners 
Variety,  Cleveland,  has  returned  to  Camp  Howze 
Texas,  after  a  10-day  visit  with  his  wife  anc 
parents. 


Screen  Directors  Guild 
Elects  Sandrich  President 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILi 

Hollywood — Mark  Sandrich,  whc 
has  been  acting  president  of  the 
Screen  Directors  Guild  since  George 
Stevens  resigned  to  enter  military 
service,  has  been  elected  presidenl 
for  a  two-year  term. 

Other  officers  elected  are  George 
Marshall,  first  vice-president;  Irv- 
ing Pichel,  second  vice-president. 
Edward  Cline,  treasurer;  Frank  Tut 
tie,  secretary. 


Twelfth  House  for  Faine 

Leesburg,    Fla. — Earle    M.    Fainc 
has    purchased    the    Clermont    The 
ater,    giving    his    state    circuit    L 
theaters. 


John  Shelton 


George  Daws 
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Gov't  Subsidy  for 
Salvaged  Copper 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

means,  in  effect,  that  an  average  of 
at  least  two  cents  per  pound  will  be 
paid    out    by    the    Government    for 

-^per  salvaged  by  the  industry.  This 
^riey,  along  with  the  money  paid 
ror  the  scrap  by  dealers,  will  go  to 
charity. 

The  copper  drive  is  now  moving 
along  nicely,  according  to  Allen  G. 
Smith,  WPB  amusement  section 
chief,  and  announcement  of  ex- 
tremely high  figures  on  collections 
is  to  be  looked  for  soon. 

Reports  that  the  copper  situation 
is  so  grave  as  to  have  been  respons- 
ible for  a  30-day  delay  in  the  windup 
of  the  North  African  campaign  were 
verified  here.  If  the  copper  had  been 
on  hand  in  the  full  quantity  needed, 
it  is  believed  that  full  victory  in 
Africa  would  have  come  a  month 
earlier. 

In  the  meantime,  according  to 
Smith,  WPB's  copper  section  is  ex- 
tremely friendly  toward  the  indus- 
try. "We  get  what  we  need  from 
them,"  he  said,  "because  they  know 
the  job  we're  doing.  They  know  that 
for  every  pound  of  copper  they  give 
us  .they  are  getting  a  hundred  from 
us  in  scrap." 

Newark's  Downtown  Biz 
Running  15-20%  Ahead 


Newark,  N.  J. — Wartime  priority 
considerations  notwithstanding,  b.  o. 
biz  in  the  downtown  sector  here  is 
up  between  15  and  20  per  cent,  first- 
run  exhibitors  report.  The  increase, 
they  point  out,  is  all  the  more  re- 
markable inasmuch  as  attendance 
figures  a  year  ago,  soared  to  record 
peaks  compared  to  any  preceding 
period  since  1929.  Without  excep- 
tion, managers  at  RKO  Proctor's,  the 
Paramount  -  Newark,  Loew's  State 
and  the  Little  theaters,  reporting 
increases  of  15,  20, 15  and  20  percent, 
respectively,  cite  mass  war  industry 
production,  mass  employment  and 
inflated  wartime  payrolls,  as  the 
dominating  factors.  Proof  of  this, 
they  observe,  is  reflected  from  the 
fact  that  while  "matinees  ars  just 
about  normal,"  evening  attendance 
is  "better  than  ever,"  with  week-end 
crowds  "just  about  all  we  can  han- 
dle." Additional  proof  of  the  trend, 
they  add,  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  all 
the  downtown  houses  are  currently 
getting  more  running  time  out  of 
top-name  films  than  ever  before  in 
the  industry's  history. 


Ala.  Paper  Opposes 
Curfew  for  Juveniles 

Montgomery,  Ala. — The  Montgom- 
ery Advertiser,  morning  daily  news- 
paper, has  taken  editorial  stand 
against    curfews    for    children. 

"More  decorous  deportment  on  the 
part  of  some  grown-ups,  and  if  that 
fails,  a  little  parental  discipline  along 
lines  which  too  often  have  been 
waived  these  days  and  times,  might 
help  the  situation  even  more  than 
invoking  curfew  and  calling  the 
cops,"  the  editorial  says. 


Detroit  Liberalizing 
Curfew  Regulations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a   period   now  restricted   to   women 
over  21. 

The  liberalization  is  a  wartime 
move,  designed  for  war  workers  in 
this  industrial  center,  and  was  di- 
rectly activated  by  the  plea  of  a 
21-year-old  war  worker  for  a  change 
in  the  law  to  allow  his  wife,  18,  to 
go  to  the  show  with  him  after  the 
late  shift,  which  gave  them  their  only 
time  together. 

9  P.M.  Curfew  Proposed 
As  Curb  for  Delinquency 

Columbus,  O.  —  County  officials 
have  proposed  a  9  p.m.  curfew  in 
Franklin  County  and  Columbus,  to 
curb  juvenile  delinquency,  pointing 
out  that  petty  thievery  has  increased 
55  per  cent  during  the  past  year. 
Several  Ohio  cities  have  already 
passed  and  are  enforcing  curfew 
laws.  These  include  Toledo,  Youngs- 
town,  Lorain,  Sandusky,  and  numer- 
ous  smaller  communities. 


Salem,  O. — City  Council  here  has 
authorized  Solicitor  Henry  Reese  to 
draw  up  a  curfew  ordinance  designed 
to  curb  rising  juvenile  delinquency. 


Conn.  Allied  Re-elects 
Dr.  Fishman  and  Slate 


"Name"  Band  With  Duals 
Boosts  Week-end  Biz  35% 


Newark,  N.  J. — Week-end  b.o.  biz 
at  Warners'  Savoy,  a  downtown  sub- 
sequent-run house,  has  increased 
better  than  35  per  cent,  the  result 
of  a  new  policy  inaugurated  four 
weeks  ago.  A  stage  show  featuring 
a  "name"  band  is  now  being  pre- 
sented every  Friday  and  Saturday 
nights,  as  an  added  attraction  to  the 
regular  double  feature  bill. 


20th-Fox  Promotes  Osborne 
To  Okla.  City  Branch  Mgr. 


Oklahoma  City— M.  W.  Osborne, 
20th-Fox  salesman,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  branch  manager  in  this 
city. 

Chicago — Arthur  "Van  Dyke  has 
been  advanced  from  salesman  to 
sales  manager  of  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change here,  succeeding  Tom  Gil- 
liam, who  recently  was  made  branch 
manager. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Miami,  Fla.  —  Claire  Keating, 
cashier  at  the  Mayfair,  is  the  new- 
est bride  in  the  Wometco  organi- 
zation.    The  groom,  J.  T.  Fountain. 

Playwright  Clifford  Odets  and 
Betty  Grayson,  actress,  plan  to  be 
married  within  a  few  days. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Maxwell  A.  Alderman,  executive 
secretary,  Joseph  Shulman  of  the 
Webster  and  Rivoli,  Hartford,  treas- 
urer. The  new  board  of  directors 
comprises  Daniel  Pouzzner  of  the 
Middletown  Theaters,  Martin  Kele- 
her,  Princess,  Hartford,;  Maurice 
Bailey,  Westville;  Whitney  and 
Whalley,  New  Haven;  A.  L.  Schu- 
man,  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport;  Leo 
Bonoff,  Madison  and  Saybrook;  Mor- 
ris Jacobson,  Strand  Amusement 
Circuit,  Bridgeport;  Jack  Schwartz, 
West  End,  Bridgeport;  Barney  Ca- 
lechman,  Howard,  New  Haven;  Jos- 
eph Reed,  Washington  and  Bantam; 
George  LeWitt,  Plainville;  Joseph 
Corwel,    Liberty,   Bridgeport. 


Edward  Litzel  Dead 

Pittsburgh  —  Edward  M.  Litzel, 
veteran  projectionist  and  for  the  past 
12  years  employed  at  the  McKee 
Theater  here,  died  at  Leech  Farm 
Tuberculosis  Hospital  after  a  six 
weeks'  illness. 


Along  the  Rialto 


Film  Daily  Year  Book 
Full  of  Fascinating 
Facts  and  Figures — 


Nearly  12  Thousand 
Twin-Bill  Theatres; 
Chatter  'n'  Comment 


By  WILL  BALTII\ 

Motion  Picture  Editor 

WHEN  IT  COMES  TO  BOOKS  of  the  year,  The  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  wins  our  vote  as  the  most  engrossing  volume 
of  film  facts  and  figures  to  reach  this  desk.  Each  spring  we 
look  forward  with  eagerness  to  its  arrival,  for  within  its  covers 
is  recorded  motion  picture  history  of  the  past  year  in  brief,  terse 
style  plus  considerable  information  of  immense  value  to  a 
motion  picture  critic  and  editor  *  *  *  I  keep  my  copy  of  the 
year  book  under  lock  and  key  and  thus  have  it  available  for 
instant  reference  when  you  'phone  this  department  seeking  in- 
formation about  your  favorite  player,  the  address  of  Pathe 
News,  etc.  *  *  *  Last  week  our  copy  of  the  25th  anniversary 
issue  of  Film  Daily  Year  Book  arrived,  bound  in  an  attractive 
cover  of  blue  and  white  *  *  *  We  spent  a  pleasant  few  hours 
thumbing  through  its  abundant  pages,  devouring  its  palatable 
contents  and  digesting  a  wealth  of  information. 

Statistics  as  a  general  rule  are  cut 
and  dried,  but  in  the  Film  Daily  Year 
Book  they  provide  fascinating  read- 
ing. We  found  the  "Industry  Sta- 
tistics" portion  of  the  1,000-page 
volume  of  particular  interest.  For 
example: 

Capital  invested  in  the  U.  S.  film 
industry   is   listed   at  $2,061,000,000. 
There  are  200,000  persons  employed        Figures  show  that  11,160  theatres 
in  the  industry,  with  an  average  an-   ar?    playing   double   features     while 

nual  payroll  of  $325,725,000.  °nly  6'568  are,  °?eB2?  sineLe  ,bllls' 

The    average    daily    film    rental    per 

U.  S.  theatre  is  listed  at  only  $35 — 

which  was  quite  a  surprise  to  this 

writer. 


Approximate  annual  taxes  paid  to 
the  Federal  Government  by  the  in- 
dustry is  $360,589,600.  And  $65,512,- 
358  was  spent  in  newspaper  and 
magazine  advertising  during  1942. 


The  annual  Hollywood  payroll  is 
listed  as  $157,300,000.  And  cost  of 
film  production  last  year  approxi- 
mated $198,500,000. 


We  learned  that  there  were  550 
actors  and  actresses  under  contract 
last  year,  and  that  376  features  were 
produced  during  the  12-month  peri- 
od. We  also  found  that  the  cost  of 
negatives  for  photographing  a  fea- 
ture picture  is  $336,600,  and  that  it 
takes  about  22  days  to  shoot  an 
average  film. 


Among  extras  there  were  629  men, 
271  women  and  41  children  employed 


every  day  in  pictures  last  year.  Story 
purchases  by  studios  amounted  to 
$4,975,000,  with  $300,000  being  the 
top  price  paid  to  Maxwell  Anderson 
for  "Eve  of  St.  Mark"  and  John 
Steinbeck  for  "The  Moon  is  Down." 


There  is  one  motion  picture  the- 
atre seat  for  every  12  inhabitants  in 
the  U.  S.,  the  year  book  states,  and 
there  is  one  motion  picture  theatre 
open  in  the  U.  S.  for  every  8,000 
persons.  The  average  run  of  any 
picture  is  3%  days  per  theatre  and 
average  number  of  showings  is  2% 
times  daily. 


Average  weekly  attendance  at 
U.  S.  movie  houses  is  listed  at  90,- 
000,000,  but  average  daily  attend- 
ance per  theatre  is  765  persons. 

These  and  many  other  facts  make 
The  Film  Daily  Year  Book  a  cher- 
ished possession  of  every  movie  edi- 
tor, exhibitor  and  distributor. 


Reprinted  from  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Sunday  Times,  May  9,  1943. 
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Acute  Shortage  of 
Ushers  in  Prospect 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Summer  and  the  patriotic  angle 
there  is  expected  to  sway  many. 
From  Chicago  comes  word  that  the 
railroads  are  already  checking 
schools  to  find  out  how  many  boys 
will  be  available  for  vacation  jobs. 
Telegraph  companies,  hard  hit  by 
the  lack  of  messengers,  have  been 
campaigning  for  some  time,  going 
so  far  as  to  contact  churches  in  an 
effort  to  find  boys,  girls,  men  and 
women  to  keep  their  wires  moving. 

All  in  all,  competition  during  va- 
vacation  time  will  be  keen  with  the 
youngsters  in  a  position  to  shop 
around  before  committing  them- 
selves. 


Help  Shortage  Hitting 
Theater  Candy  Stands 

Newark,  N.  J. — A  dearth  of  sales- 
girls for  the  lobby  candy  stands 
in  the  downtown  area  here,  is  pos- 
ing a  new  problem  for  exhibitors. 
High  school  girls  who  were  plenti- 
ful a  month  ago  are  at  a  premium 
now  even  as  part  time  workers.  One 
of  the  larger  subsequent  houses  is 
now  operating  only  for  the  week- 
end trade.  In  some  others,  ushers 
and  assistant  managers  pitch  in  to 
relieve  the  situation. 

Nor  is  the  self-service  mechan- 
ical candy  machine  a  solution  to 
this  problem.  In  the  smaller  neigh- 
borhoods, the  problem  of  getting  re- 
fills is  no  less  disturbing.  Here, 
too,  labor  rather  than  a  candy  short- 
age, is  the  cause. 

Films  Serve  Democracy, 
Howson  Tells  Educators 


The  American  motion  picture  is 
the  true  child  of  democracy,  and  to- 
day more  than  ever  is  doing  a  big 
job  in  keeping  the  doctrine  of  free- 
dom alive  for  all  nations  in  time  to 
come,  declared  Albert  Howson,  di- 
rector of  censorship  and  eastern 
scenario  editor  for  Warners,  in  an 
address  yesterday  before  the  faculty 
of  Julia  Richman  High  School. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


MRS.  CHARLES  DENMEAD,  manager,  York  The- 
ater,   West    Point,   Va. 

JEANNE    EISER,    cashier,    Keith's,    Syracuse. 

ALICE  EVARTS,  assistant  manager,  Loew's 
Strand,   Syracuse. 

MRS.  ALICE  STEVENSON,  student  assistant  man- 
ager,  Loew's  Valentine,  Toledo. 

MILDRED  COBURN,  assistant  booker,  Columbia, 
Des  Moines. 

MRS.  ROSE  ROBERTS,  ad  sales  clerk,  Universal, 
Buffalo. 

BETTY  ANDERSON,  staff,  Neighborhood  The- 
aters, Norfolk,  Va. 

CAROLINE  CINSBURG,  M-G-M,  Boston. 

ANNE  VICKERS,   M-G-M   booker,  Cleveland. 

ELIZABETH  SEBESTYES,  manager,  Marsh  The- 
aters,   Wheeling,   W.   Va. 

MARILYN  FRAHM,  cashier,  Lincoln  Theater, 
Miami   Beach,    Fla. 


Marathon  and  Field  Events: 

•  •      •     HERE'S  line-up  for  tonight's  great  Greek  Wai  Relief  Show 

in  Madison  Sq.  Garden Fred  Waring  and  his  Choral  Group  of  150 

voices  singing  American  and  Greek  National  Anthems Archbishop 

Athenagoras,    Greek    Archbishop    of    North    and    South    America 

Then  Fred  Waring's  group  in  pop  melodies Dean  Murphy,  Mario  & 

Floria,  The  Christianos.  Henny  Youngman,  Alec  Templeton Jimmy 

Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra,  and  entire  company  from  Roxy  Theater, 
followed  by  Ed  Gardner  and  Myrna  Loy,  Allan  Jones,  and  Irene  Mann- 
ing  Then  Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  and  Dudley  Field  Malone. 

Kenny  Baker,  Jerry  Lester,  Carmen  Amaya After  the  Pelopon- 

nesian  Folk  Dances  will  come  Jimmy  Durante,  Grace  Moore,  and  Jackie 
Miles,  and  then  Duke  Ellington  and  His  Orchestra,  with  Dooley  Wilson, 

Berry    Bros.,    and    Ethel    Waters In    wake    of    Nicholas    Moscona, 

Herbert  Marshall  and  Lanny  Ross,  come  George  Jessel,  Jack  Haley  and 

Ella   Logan Then   to    the   well-trod   stage   (50   x   75)   hies   James   J. 

Walker  to  introduce  War  Heroes,  et  al Next  in  line, — Frank  Sinatra, 

Arthur  Treacher  and  Catherine  Meskill,  "When  My  Baby  Comes  to 
Town"  from  "Sometthing  For  The  Boys,"  Connie  Boswell,  Akim  Tamiroff, 
Alfred   Drake   and   Joan   Roberts,   Milton  Berle,   Ray   Bolger,   Wayne   & 

Marlin,    and    the    Choral    Ensemble    from    Radio    City    Music    Hall 

Finale  will  be  the  entire  company  from  RCMH,  featuring  the  "Rockettes" 

And  doff  the  chapeau  to  a  great  staff:   General  Stage  Director, 

Hassard  Short;  Production,  Jack  Partington,  Russell  Markert;  Ass't  Pro- 
duction, Frank  Heller,  Gerald  Phillips;  Scenic  Designer,  Howard  Bay; 
Settings  Built  By,  William  Kellan  Studios;  Settings  Painted  By.  Center 
Studios;  Draperies,  Frank  Stevens;  Musical  Director,  Paul  Ash;  Musical 
Arranger,  Frank  Ventre;  Ass't.  Musical  Arranger,  Hal  Becket;  Special 
Music  By,  Richard  Mohaupt;   Stage  Managers,   Burton  McEvilly,  Wynn 

Smith;    Sound   Engineer,   Vincent   Gilcher;    Lighting,   Arthur    Knoor 

Estimated  attendance,   17,500 Quota,  $100,000 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •      THIS-A    AND    THAT-A: "Stage   Door    Canteen"    is 

tentatively  set  to  open  at  the  Capitol  on  June  17.  .  .  •  Thanks  For 
The  Co-op  Dept.:  Just  when  the  1943  FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK 
was  being  shipped  out  to  subscribers,  Uncle  Sam  abandoned  price  con- 
trol on  book  ends!.  .  .  •  Bob  Hope  will  be  in  Cleveland  June  12-15, 
and'll   broadcast  his  final  program   of   the  season   from   there   on    the 

\bth Cleveland  C  of  C  is  planning  city-wide  testimonial  for  the 

home  town  boy  who  made  good.  .  .  #  What  the  young  lady  on  the 
"Queen  of  Burlesque"  tumblers  needs  is  a  production  "coat".  .  . 
O    Watch  for  Alva  Johnson's  Satevepost  article  on  Alfred  Hitchcock 

in   the  May  22  issue It's  titled,  "300-Pound  Prophet  Comes   To 

Hollywood".  .  .  •  Out  Hollywood  way,  Harry  Sherman  is  searching 
for  a  young  actress  to  play  the  part  of  Louella  Parsons  in  "The  Gun- 
master,"  which  starts  a'shooting  today Pic  is  life  story  of  William 

Barclay   "Bat"   Masterson,   who   was   Dodge    City's  Marshal   and    later 

became  sports  editor  of  the  New  York  Telegraph Louella  was  a 

very  young  reporter  on  the  same  newspaper,  and  knew  "Bat"  well.  .  . 

•  That  was  quite  a  dinner  party  which  Loew-Poli  theater  and  division 
staffs  gave  at  Casey's  in  New  Haven  in  honor  of  Division  Manager 
Harry  F.  Shaw,  on  eve  of  latter's  departure  for  a  three-week  vacation 
in  Miami.  .  .  #  Leon  Leonidoff  will  take  his  first  fling  at  directing 
a  B'way  musical  via  Vinton  Freedley's  forthcoming  "Miss  Under- 
ground". .  .  #  Tomorrow  in  Seattle,  friends  of  Columbia's  Eddie 
Walton  will  hold  a  testimonial  buffet  dinner  for  him  at  the  Northwest 

Film    Club He's    going    to    Chi.    as    Republic's   Midwest    district 

manager If  ^  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


E.    H.    GOLDSTEIN,    assistant    general    manager, 
Columbia   Studio,   Hollywood. 

HENRY   KAHN,    M-G-M   sales   manager,  Chicago. 

JOHN    KEMPTCEN,    M-G-M    manager,   Omaha. 

HERBERT   ISRAEL,   checking  supervisor,  Warners, 
Chicago. 

FRED  MINDLIN,  manager,  special  service  depart- 
ment, National  Screen  Service,  Chicago,  j^--. 

JAMES     DARBY,     manager,    Paramount    The/^    \ 
New  Haven.  ^>h/~ 

LESTER  McEACHRAN,  salesman,  National  Screen 
Service,    Seattle. 

GEORGE   MITCHELL,    United  Artists,   Seattle. 

NAT    SLEPYAN,    short   subject   booker,    Indiana- 
Illinois  Circuit,  Chicago. 

NORMAN    E.    KASSEL,   20th-Fox    publicity,    Chi- 
cago. 

JAY   FRANK,   publicity   assistant,   20th-Fox,   Chi- 
cago. 

BARNEY    ROSENTHAL,    manager,    Monogram,    St. 
Louis. 

JOHN  TEETRS,  assistant  manager,  Loew's  Theater, 
Akron,  O. 

MURRAY   WEINBERG,   manager,   Fleetwood   The- 
ater,   Fleetwood,   N.   J. 

BILL  WRIGHT,  assistant  manager,  Shea's,  Buffalo. 

LEON    A.    HERMAN,    United   Artists,   Buffalo. 

ED     WICK,     manager,     Harlem     Road     Drive-In, 
Buffalo. 

RONALD   RITCH,  shipper,   Universal,   Buffalo. 

REYNOLD     WALLACE,     manager,     Rialto     Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y. 

CHARLES     HARRIS,     manager,    Capitol    Theater, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

GRADON    HODCtS,    manager,    Drive-ln,    Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. 

Army  Will  Make  Shorts 
Series  for  Army  Cooks 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — Since  Army  commis- 
sary officials  have  finally  come 
around  to  the  soldiers'  traditional 
way  of  thinking,  the  motion  picture 
has  again  been  called  in  to  save  the 
situation.  The  brass  hats  have  come 
to  doubt  that  all  Army  cooks,  mess 
sergeants,  etc.,  are  doing  the  best 
possible  job  in  preparing  the  ex- 
cellent food  they  have  to  work  with. 

In  order  to  better  the  Army  mess, 
it  has  been  decided  to  make  a  series 
of  special  shorts,  featuring  Prudence 
Penny,  in  order  to  provide  instruc- 
tion for  the  khaki-garbed  hash-sling- 
ers. 


Defer  Hearing  on  Move 
Against  306-Empire  Merge 

Hearing  on  a  motion  for  a  tem- 
porary injunction  to  halt  any  steps 
to  dissolve  Empire  State  Motion 
Picture  Operators  Union  has  been 
postponed  to  May  24  in  Brook- 
lyn Supreme  Court  on  the  applica- 
tion of  counsel  for  the  union.  The 
restraining  order  was  granted  to 
Century  Circuit  in  a  move  by  the 
theater  firm  to  prevent  the  consoli- 
dation of  Empire  with  the  IATSE's 
Local  306. 


Arrest  Manager,  Ushers 
In  Bank  Night  Case 

Chicago — Frank  Millspaugh,  man- 
ager of  the  Palace  Theater,  Gar, 
Ind.,  and  two  ushers  were  arrested 
in  Bank  Night  drawing  by  County 
Attorney,  Charles  Gannon.  The 
Palace  Theater  management  will 
fight  the  arrests. 
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Indies  Hope  For 
Better  Decree  Break 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

drown  up,  the  exhibitors  had  no 
voice  in  the  proceeiings  primarily 
because  they  were  not  parties  to  the 
original  anti-trust  action.  With  a 
whole  new  panel  in  the  anti-trust 
division  of  the  D  of  J,  the  indepen- 
dents now  feel  that  they  couldn't  be 
any  worse  off  than  they  were  before, 
with  the  possibilities  that  they  will 
be  better  off. 

At  the  time  of  the  decree's  en- 
trance on  the  scene,  Robert  Jackson 
was  Attorney  General,  Thurman  Ar- 
nold was  head  of  the  anti-trust  di- 
vision, James  Hayes  and  Robert 
Scher  were  active  D  of  J  attorneys 
in  drawing  up  the  document  and  Paul 
Williams  was  a  key  man  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. All  these  men  have  left 
the  Department.  Francis  Biddle  is 
Attorney  General  and  Tom  Clark 
has  replaced  Arnold  in  the  "trust- 
busting"  branch.  The  attitude  of 
these  men  toward  the  industry  has 
never  been  clarified.  Clark  has  been 
silent  on  the  issue  and  industry  at- 
torneys who  recently  conferred  with 
him  reportedly  were  unable  to  "feel 
him  out."  '  Robert  Wright,  of  course, 
remains  in  the  D  of  J  as  a  key  figure. 

Both  the  MPTOA  and  Allied  have 
presented  their  proposals  for  changes 
in  the  decree.  While  the  Allied  rec- 
ommendations have  been  printed, 
(Film  Daily,  May  7),  the  highlights 
of  the  MPTOA  proposals  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Elimination  of  the  blocks  of  five, 
return  to  full  season  selling  with  20 
per  cent  cancellation,  elimination  of 
trade  screenings,  wider  arbitration 
scope  and  the  use  of  arbitrators  who 
are  familiar  with  the  motion  picture 
industry. 


Williamville  Exhibitor 
Claims  Unfair  Clearance 


Menno  H.  Dykstra,  operating  the 
Glen  Theater,  Williamsville,  N.  Y., 
has  filed  a  clearance  and  designated 
run  complaint  in  Buffalo  against  the 
five  consenting  companies.  Dykstra 
charges  that  the  defendant  distribu- 
tors have  refused  to  license  his  the- 
ater product  on  a  reasonable  clear- 
ance basis  and  have  restricted  exist- 
ing clearances  in  favor  of  other  the- 
aters to  the  detriment  and  damage 
of  his  own  theater. 

Named  in  the  complaint  are  Shea's 
Kensington  and  North  Park  The- 
aters, Buffalo;  Granada  Theater, 
Buffalo,  and  the  Amherst,  Amherst, 
N.  Y. 


STORKS 


Cleveland — Manny    Pearson,    local 

United     Artists     exploiteer,     is     the 
father  of  a  baby  girl. 


To  The  Colors 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

JACK  CRANARA,  U.S.A.,  former  RKO  publicist, 
Boston,    commissioned    a    2nd    lieutenant. 

CHARLES  TOMASINO,  son  of  Mike  Tomasino, 
Whiteway  signs,  New  Haven,  commissioned 
a    lieutenant. 

L.  H.  THkUERKAUF,  USA,  former  Universal  sales- 
man,   Seattle,    commissioned   a    lieutenant. 

TAT  FLAHERTY,  USMC,  former  Universal  play- 
er,   Hollywood,    commissioned    a    captain. 

JOHN  J.  NAUCHTON,  USA,  formerly  manager, 
Biograph  Theater,  Chicago,  commissioned  a 
lieutenant. 

-•  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

F.  D.  McPARLAND,  U.S.A.,  former  operator  at 
Crystal  Theater,  Detroit,  to  lieutenant  col- 
onel. 

2nd  Lt.  PAUL  F.  WOODS,  U.S.A.,  formerly,  Poll's 
Theater,  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  1st  lieutenant. 

ALBERT  FENYVESSY,  U.S.A.,  formerly  Arnett 
Theater,    Rochester,    N.    Y.,    to   corporal. 

JULIUS  S.  EFSTEIN,  U.S.A.,  former  Paramount 
publicist,    Boston,    to    corporal. 

taff  Sgt.  JAMES  ZACK,  U.S.A.,  former  publicity 
writer,  Arcade,  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  tech- 
nical   sergeant. 

LYNN  COPELAND  SOLOMON,  WAACS,  formerly 
Warner  and  Republic  exchanges,  Boston,  to 
corporal. 

RAY  BOTHELL,  USA,  former  assistant  manager, 
Liberty,     Seattle,     to     major. 

WILLIAM  J.  HICKEY,  USA  Aviation  Ordnance, 
formerly  THE  FILM  DAILY  staff,  to  corporal. 

*  ARMY  * 

TED   BOISEMAU,   manager,  Apollo   Theater,   Chi- 
cago. 
R.   McFARLANE,   Tower  Theater,   Chicago. 


ALLEN    RIVKIN,    M-C-M   writer,    Hollywood. 

SAMUEL   FERGUSON,  State  Theater,  Jersey  City. 

JACK  KURTZHALS,  assistant  manager,  Shea's, 
Buffalo. 

THEODORE  FRIEDMAN,  manager,  Strand,  Suf- 
fern,    N.    Y. 

AL  COHEN,  manager,  Senator  Theater,  Wash- 
ington. 

MICKEY  NUMES,  assistant  manager,  Whitney 
Theater,   Hamden,   Conn. 

ARNOLD  SHORE,  Stanley-Warner  staff,  Phila- 
delphia. 

SIDNEY  BARROWS,  Warner  Bros,  legal  staff, 
Hollywood. 

LEWIS  BLUMBERG,  son  of  Nate  Blumberg,  Uni- 
versal   president,    Hollywood. 

JERRY  OPPER,   RKO   art  department,   Hollywood. 

LEW  SHERRELL,  Mitchell  Gertz-Lew  Sherrell 
Agency,    Hollywood. 

—  •  — 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

THOMAS  CAMERON  McDONALD,  former  "Our 
Gang"   player,    Hollywood. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

BUD    SAFFLE,    son    of    Maurice    Saffle,    M-G-M 

manager,     Seattle. 
A/C    -HOWARD     D.     RICHARDSON,     playwright, 

New    York. 

*  WAVES  * 

RUTH  FREEMAN,  daughter  of  Sam  Freeman, 
projectionist,    Fox,   Philadelphia. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  TRANSPORT  SERVICE  * 

BILL  STOEBER,  manager,  Burien  Theater,  Seat- 
tle. 


Sales  Policies  Hit 
By  New  York  Indies 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  sent  an  "open  letter"  to  the 
presidents  of  the  major  distributors. 

The  independents  ask  the  distribu- 
tors if  they  can  expect  a  square  deal 
or  must  they  seek  (a)  Government 
price  restrictions;  (b)  continuance 
of  Government  prosecution  of  mo- 
nopolistic practices  of  distributors 
and  their  exhibitor  combinations, 
and  (c)  Federal  regulation  of  the 
entire   industry  ? 

The  organization  claims  that  the 
salesmen  and  branch  managers 
"privately  concede"  that  sales  poli- 
cies are  unfair  but  that  they  are 
powerless  to  do  anything  because 
they  must  follow  the  dictates  of  the 
home  offices.  Continuance  of  pres- 
ent policies,  the  open  letter  asserts, 
will  "inevitably  force  the  small  in- 
dependent exhibitor  out  of  business 
or  cause  the  Government  to  take  ap- 
propriate actions  to  control  these 
conditions." 


PRC  Will  Produce 

12  Top-Budget  Pictures 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

paign  being  given  "Corregidor,"  and 
a  similar  amount  will  be  spent  on 
'  Isle    of    Forgotten    Sins." 


Ward  Back  in  Hospital 

Kenton,  O. — W.  D.  Ward,  owner 
jf  the  Ohio  Theater  is  ill  at  McKit- 
trick  Hospital  suffering  from  a  re- 
currence of  his  last  year's  illness. 


Beano  Operators  Ask 
Referendum  in  Mass. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  a  referendum  designed  to  make 
final  operation  of  the  law  dependent 
upon  the  people's  vote  in   1944. 

At  a  downtown  hotel  a  meeting 
of  Beano  operators  was  hastily  ar- 
ranged after  Governor  Saltonstall 
served  notice  on  all  operators  that 
he  would  not  tolerate  any  attempt 
on  their  part  to  bring  about  a  ref- 
erendum on  this  highly  controversial 
matter.  Without  mincing  words, 
the  Governor  warned  that  if  a  ref- 
erendum move  was  attempted  he 
would  declare  the  repeal  act  passed 
last  week  by  the  Legislature  a  war 
emergency  measure,  thus  making  it 
effective  the  moment  he  issued  the 
declaration.  As  the  situation  now 
stands,  the  Beano  ban  goes  into 
effect  90  days  from  May  14  when 
the  Governor  signed  the  bill  passed 
by  the  General  Court.  But  the 
Beano  operators  it  was  learned  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  the  90  days  of 
grace  provided  they  can  bring  the 
matter  to  a  popular  vote. 

The  politically  wise  are  hinting 
that  the  Governor  made  a  political 
error  when  he  failed  to  at  once  de- 
clare the  measure  an  emergency  one. 
Theater  men  throughout  the  state 
are  watching  the  next  move  with 
interest  since  the  majority  of  them 
believe  that  an  entire  wiping  out  of 
Beano  or  Bingo  would  greatly  aid 
the  industry  in  this  section. 


Nine  Films  Gel  Gun, 
Making  51  Shooting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Leigh  Jason  directing  for  producer, 
Sam  Bischoff. 

Samuel  Goldwyn:  Shooting  "The 
North  Star."  ^r. 

At  M-G-M:  Nine  shooting,  irT  ^  - 
ing  "White  Cliffs  of  Dover,"  a  dra- 
matic story  of  heroic  Englend,  from 
the  Alice  Duer  Miller  poem,  and  star- 
ring Irene  Dunne,  with  Alan  Mar- 
shall, Roddy  McDowall,  Frank  Mor- 
gan, Gladys  Cooper,  C.  Aubrey 
Smith  and  Dame  May  Whitty.  Sid- 
ney Franklin  producing  and  Clar- 
ence Brown  directing. 

At  Monogram :  Four  shooting,  including 
'He  Couldn't  Take  It,"  comedy  drama,  with 
Eddie  Quillan,  Maxie  Rosenbloom,  Joan 
Woodbury.  Armida,  Sidney  Miller,  Mary  Gor- 
don. William  Beaudine  directing  for  pro- 
ducer William  Lackey.  "Revenge  of  the 
Zombies."  drama,  with  Lyle  Talbot.  Veda 
Ann  Borg,  Gale  Storm  and  Robert  Lowery. 
Steve  Sekely  directing  for  producer  Lindsley 
Parsons. 

At    PRC:    Two    shooting. 

At    RKO-Radio:    Four    shooting. 

At  Republic:  Three  shooting,  including 
"Sleepy  Lagoon."  comedy,  starring  Judy 
Canova  and  Dennis  Day  with  Ruth  Donnelly, 
Ernest  Truex,  Joe  Sawyer,  William  Wright, 
Milt  Britton  and  Band.  Albert  J.  Cohen 
iroducing  and   Joseph    Santley   directing. 

At    20th-Fox:    Seven    shooting. 

At  United  Artists:  Three  shooting,  Cag- 
ney's-  production,  "Johnny  Come  Lately"; 
Andrew  Stone's  production,  "Hi,  Diddle, 
Diddle,"  and  Harry  Sherman's  "The  Gun- 
naster,"  with  Albert  Dekker,  Claire  Trevor, 
Barry  Sullivan,  Porter  Hall  in  the  top  roles, 
supported  by  Henry  Hull,  Herbert  Raw- 
inson,  Marion  Martin,  Charlie  Foy,  George 
Cleveland  and  Clem  Bevans.  George  Ar- 
chainbaud  directing,  with  Lewis  Rachmil, 
issociate    producer. 

At  Universal:  Eight  shooting,  including 
"The  Mad  Ghoul,"  mystery,  with  Evelyn 
Ankers,  David  Bruce,  Turhan  Bey  and 
George  Zucco.  James  Hogan  directing  for 
associate  producer  Ben  Pivar;  "Sherlock 
Holmes  and  the  Spider  Woman,"  mystery, 
with  Basil  Rathbone,  Nigel  Bruce.  Gale  Son- 
lergaard  and  Dennie  Hoey.  Roy  William 
Neill  producing  and  directing;  and.  "Frontier 
Bad  Men."  with  Diana  Barrymore,  Anne 
Gwynne  and  Robert  Paige,  co-starred,  and 
Voah  Beery,  Jr.,  Andy  Devine,  Leo  Carrillo 
ind  Thomas  Gomez  in  supporting  roles.  Wil- 
iam  McGann  directing  and  Ford  Beebe  as- 
sociate  producer. 

At   Warners:    Six   shooting. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Oregon's  200  movie  exhibitors  can  claim 
no  small  part  of  the  credit  due  their  state 
in  the  Treasury  Department's  2nd  War 
Loan  Campaign.  According  to  recent  figures, 
Oregon  sold  over  $150,000,000  in  War  Bonds, 
exceeding  its  quota  by  50  per  cent. 

Exhibitor  efforts  were  climaxed  by  the 
special  Bond  Premiere  of  "Desert  Victory" 
at  the  Paramount  Theater  in  Portland  which 
more  than  3000  people  attended  and  the 
mock  "invasion"  of  the  city's  business  dis- 
trict which  was  suggested  and  carried  out 
by  Albert  J.  Finke,  WAC  exhibitor  chairman, 
with  the  aid  of  troops  from  Camp  Adair, 
Vancouver  Barracks  and  the  Portland  Air 
Base. 
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"The  Desperadoes" 

with    Randolph    Scott,   Glenn    Ford, 

Claire    Trevor 

Columbia  85   Mins. 

TECHNICOLOR  ENHANCES  BOXOFFICE 
VALUE  OF  THIS  WILD  WESTERN  WHICH 
FINDS   MUCH   TIME   FOR    ROMANCE. 

Here's     a     dllly     for     the     western     fans. 

he  Desperadoes"  is  a  rollicking  horse 
the  entertainment  value  of  which 
has  been  enhanced  considerably  by  Techni- 
color photography.  The  film  uses  all  the 
standard  props  of  western  pictures  in  the 
interest   of   excitement. 

To  be  frank  about  it,  the  material  which 
has  gone  into  the  making  of  the  film  is  out 
of  an  old  chepeau.  But  this  fact  should  be 
of  little  hindrance  to  the  western  fan's  en- 
joyment of  the  proceedings  because  the 
yarn  has  been  whipped  into  fury  by  the 
direction  of  Charles  Vidor  and  the  acting 
of  the  principals.  Furthermore,  romance  is 
an  important  ingredient  of  the  story.  In 
this  respect  the  production,  which  was 
turned  out  by  Harry  Joe  Brown  with  lavish  - 
ness,  differs  from  the  ordinary  western. 
This  romantic  pap  will  give  the  picture  a 
certain  appeal  to  those  outside  the  ranks 
of  western  fans. 

Everything  that  could  happen  in  a  west- 
ern happens  in  "The  Desperadoes."  At 
no  time  does  the  picture  hold  back  its 
fire.  It  lets  go  with  both  barrels  from  the 
start  and  keeps  on  blazing.  There's  a  lull 
in  the  action  only  when  it's  time  for  ro- 
mance, and  even  the  romancing  is  along 
hectic    lines,   more  or   less. 

The  story,  set  in  1863,  is  a  wild  affair 
which  seldom  lets  the  interest  down.  The 
main  characters  are  a  sheriff  (Randolph 
Scott  I  and  a  hunted  youth  (Glenn  Ford) 
having  a  hard  time  living  down  his  past. 
Ford  gets  into  trouble  right  from  the  start. 
The  villains  try  to  have  him  take  the  rap 
for  several  murders  committed  during  a 
bank  robbery  engineered  by  the  town  banker 
(Porter  Hall)  with  the  assistance  of  Edgar 
Buchanan.  Ford  is  sentenced  to  hang,  but 
is  rescued  by  Scott,  his  buddy,  who 
himself  lands  in  jail.  Scott  in  turn  is 
rescued  by  Ford.  Soon  thereafter  the 
villains  are  brought  to  accounting.  The 
film  closes  with  the  marriage  of  Ford  and 
Evelyn  Keyes,  daughter  of  Buchanan,  who 
completely  redeems  himself.  To  be  married 
to  Miss  Keyes  it  is  necessary  for  Ford  to 
pass  up  Claire  Trevor,  gambling  hall  opera- 
tor,  a    childhood    chum. 

Robert  Carson  did  the  screenplay  from 
a  yarn  by  Max  Brand.  George  Meehan  and 
Allen  M.  Davey  are  responsible  for  some 
beautiful   photography. 

Scott,  Ford,  the  Misses  Trevor  and  Keyes, 
Buchanan  and  Hall  fill  their  roles  adequate- 
ly. Other  important  players  are  Raymond 
Walburn,  Guinn  Williams,  Bernard  Nedell, 
Joan   Woodbury. 

CAST:  Randolph  Scott,  Glenn  Ford,  Claire 
Trevor,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Edgar  Buchanan,  Ray- 
mond Walburn,  Guinn  Williams,  Porter  Hall, 
Joan  Woodbury,  Bernard  Nedell,  Irving 
Bacon,  Glenn  Strange,  Ethan  Laidlaw, 
Charles  Whittaker,  Edward  Pawley,  Chester 
Clute. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Joe  Brown; 
Director,  Charles  Vidor;  Screenplay,  Robert 
Carson;  Based  on  story  by  Max  Brand; 
Cameramen,  George  Meehan,  Allen  M. 
Davey;  Film  Editor,  Gene  Havlick;  Art  Di- 
rector, Lionel  Banks;  Musical  Director,  M. 
W.  Stoloff. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


^r   SHORTS   * 


"My  Wife's  an  Angel" 

Columbia  17Vz   mins. 

Swell 

Mark  this  down  as  a  swell  minia- 
ture musical  comedy  that  will  please 
hugely  wherever  it  is  played.  The 
film  is  gay,  lively,  tuneful  and  amus- 
ing. Far  above  the  average  musical 
short,  it  should  prove  an  asset  on 
any  bill.  The  film  is  chockful  of 
popular  diversion.  The  footage  is 
a  succession  of  generally  acceptable 
acts  picked  with  an  eye  to  variety. 
The  entertainment  is  built  around 
the  efforts  of  Allen  Jenkins  and  Ar- 
thur Boran,  producers,  to  stage  a 
show.  Jez-ry  Cooper  is  a  standout 
in  several  song  numbers  that  are 
put  over  in  big-time  style.  Ben  K. 
Biake  merits  considerable  praise  for 
his  work  as  producer  and  director. 


"Fall  Out— Fall  In" 

(Walt  Disney) 

RKO  7  mins. 

Very    Funny 

This  Technicolor  cartoon  has  Don- 
ald Duck  on  the  march  as  an  Army 
recruit.  The  fellow  has  a  tough 
time  keeping  up  with  the  others. 
The  endless  march  takes  Donald 
through  various  climes  and  many 
lands.  At  the  close  of  the  film  he 
is  in  a  boiling  desert  still  on  the 
march.  His  efforts  to  get  some  rest 
will  bring  howls  of  laughter  from 
the    audience. 


"The   Invasion  of  Europe" 

(World  in  Action) 

UA-Warwick  21  Mins. 

Good 

Speculation  on  the  possible  point 
where  the  United  Nations  will  launch 
their  invasion  of  Europe  is  offered 
in  the  latest  of  the  series  being  pro- 
duced by  the  National  Film  Board 
of  Canada.  The  film  discusses  every 
attacking  point  suggested  by  stu- 
dents of  the  subject  and  reveals  the 
difficulties  involved  in  each  instance. 
The  feeling  one  gets  when  the  film  is 
over  is  that  a  terrific  price  will  have 
to  be  paid  in  blood  for  a  successful 
invasion  of  Europe  because  the  Nazi 
defenses  have  made  the  continent  a 
virtually  impregnable  fortress.  The 
effect  is  likely  to  be  slightly  depress- 
ing. It  must  be  allowed,  however, 
that  the  film  is  a  superb  documen- 
tary, containing  much  captured  Nazi 
footage.  Stuart  Legg's  editing  is 
outstanding.  To  play  this  short  with 
a  war  feature  would  be  the  poorest 
judgment  imaginable. 


Bromberg,  Mangham  Elected 

Atlanta  —  Stockholders  of  Mono- 
gram Southern  Exchanges,  Inc.  have 
elected  Arthur  C.  Bromberg  presi- 
dent and  John  W.  Mangham  vice- 
president.  Company  has  branches 
in  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis, 
and    Charlotte. 
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Lester  Isaac  to  be 
Consultant  to  WPB 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Isaac  is  being  appointed,  says  Smith, 
is  for  the  working  out  of  methods  to 
inform  projectionists  and  others  in 
exchanges  and  theaters  of  the  safest 
and  most  efficient  ways  to  handle 
the  new  high-speed  film,  lacquered 
on  both  sides,  and  other  new  equip- 
ment. Handling  of  this  film,  par- 
ticularly, has  not  been  especially 
successful  thus  far,  according  to 
Smith.  Isaac  will  probably  spend 
several  days  weekly  in  Washington 
for  the  next  few  weeks.  He  was 
here  over  the  week-end. 


National  Film  Carriers 
To  Convene  Here  June  6 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Astor  on  June  6,  closing  on  June  8. 
The  first  important  huddle  will  be 
that  of  the  executive  committee  on 
the   opening  day. 

Major  problems  to  be  taken  up 
will  be  the  maintenance  of  the  best 
possible  film  delivery  service  under 
existing  ODT  regulations,  the  truck, 
gas  and  rubber  shortage  and  the 
manpower  situation.  Plans  will  be 
outlined  for  the  pick-up  and  deliv- 
ery to  a  central  point  in  each  key 
city  of  copper  accumulated  by  the 
theaters  in  the  WAC  copper  salvage 
campaign. 


Warners  Sending  Glazer 
For  Latin-American  Study 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Warners  has  arranged 
for  Benjamin  Glazer,  producer,  to 
devote  several  months  to  an  inten- 
sive research  project,  involving  a 
possible  trip  through  South  Amer- 
ica, for  a  study  of  the  entire  Pan- 
American  situation  to  be  utilized  in 
a  feature  picture  on  that  subject. 
Glazer,  who  has  had  a  project  of  this 
kind  in  mind  for  some  time,  has 
brought  the  current  production  of 
"The  Animal  Kingdom"  to  a  status 
where  the  picture  can  be  finished 
without  daily  producer  guidance. 


Juve  Gate  Crashers 
Des  Moines  Problem 

Des  Moines,  la.  —  An  increased 
number  of  cases  of  youngsters  slip- 
ping into  theaters  without  paying  is 
causing  concern  to  local  juvenile  offi- 
cers. ! 

A.  W.  Clark,  probation  officer,  who 
investigated  several  groups  of  boys 
who  entered  theaters  during  the  last 
few  days,  found  the  teen  age  youths 
were  from  good  families  and  had 
ample  spending  money.  They  were 
released  with  warnings  they  could 
be  fined  $100  or  sentenced  to  30 
days  in  jail  for  evading  payment  of 
admission  fees. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

RICHARD  CONTE,  (Nicholas  Conte)  termer, 
20rh-Fox. 

JOHN  PAUL  REVERE,  seven-year  contract,  Re- 
public. 

STEWART  CHANEY,  sets,  "Up  in  Arms,"  Samuel 
Coldwyn-RKO. 

EDWARD   LUDWIC,   director,  Paramount. 

ROBERT  ALTON,  dance  director,  "Ziegfeld  Fol- 
lies," M-G-M. 

STEVEN  BARASH,  technical  director,  "In  Our 
Time,"   Warners. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

IRVING  PICHEL,  director,  "Happy  Land,"  20th- 
Fox. 

JOE  E.  BROWN,  script,  "Cone  With  the  Draft," 
Republic. 

IRA  MORGAN,  cameraman,  "Fighting  Valley," 
TRC. 

GLENN  COOK,  assistant  director,  "The  Gun- 
master,"    Harry    Sherman-UA. 

H.  C.  POTTER,  director,  live  action  sequences, 
"Victory  Through  Air  Power,"  Walt  Disney- 
United    Artists. 

RAY  RENNAHAN,  cameraman,  "Victory  Through 
Air    Power,"    Disney-UA. 

LINDSLEY  PARSONS,  producer,  "Revenge  of  the 
Zombies"  and  "Cround  Crew,"  Monogram. 

JOHN  AUER,  director,  "Seven  Days  Ashore," 
RKO. 

ARCH  OBLER,  screenplay,  "Seven  Days'  Ashore," 
RKO. 

ADELE  COMMANDINI  and  ANDREW  SOLT, 
screenplay,  "Mr.  Winkle  Goes  to  War,"  Co- 
lumbia. 

• 

CASTINGS 

RITA  HAYWORTH  and  JANET  flLAIR,  "Heart 
of  the  City,"  and  "Gone  Are  The  Days,"  Co- 
lumbia; LIONEL  STANDER  and  RICHARD  CONTE, 
"Guadalcanal  Diary,"  20fh-Fox;  LON  CHANEY, 
JR.,  "Frontier  Badman,"  Universal;  LARAINE 
DAY  and  SIGNE  HASSO,  "The  Story  of  Dr. 
Wassell,"  Cecil  B.  DeMille-iParamount;  ANITA 
LOUISE,  "Restless  Lady,"  Columbia;  JOSEPH 
COTTEN,  "Government  Girl,"  RKO;  MARY  AN- 
DERSON, "The  Song  of  Bernadette"  and  "Happy 
Land,"  20th-Fox-  ANN  SHERIDAN,  "Handbook 
for  Jealousy,"  Warners;  TONIO  SELWART, 
ARSSVEN  HUCO  BORG,  FERDINAND  SCHU- 
MANN    HEINK,     HANS     FURBURG     and     FRED 


FIERMANN,  "A  Thousand  Shall  Fall,"  M-C-M; 
LOUISE  ALLBRITTON,  and  SARAH  PADDEN, 
"Angela,"  Universal;  VIRGINIA  SALE,  "Hers  to 
Hold,"  Universal;  SFIKE  JONES  and  ORK., 
VAUGHN  MONROE  and  ORK,  THE  KING  SIS- 
TERS, "Meet  the  People,"  M-G-M;  CHARLEY 
FOY,  "The  Cunmaster,"  Harry  Sherman-United 
Artists;  LYLE  TALBOT,  VEDA  ANN  BORG,  GALE 
STORM  and  ROBERT  LOWERY,  "Revenge  of  the 
Zombies,"  Monogram;  IAN  KEITH,  EDDIE  QUIL- 
LAN,  MAXIE  ROSENBLOOM,  JOAN  WOODBURY, 
ARMIDA,  SIDNEY  MILLER  and  MARY  CORDON, 
"He  Couldn't  Take  It,"  Monogram;  RUSSELL 
WADE,  "The  Iron  Major,"  RKO;  iROSEMARY 
LA  PLANCHE,  BARBARA  HALE  and  GLORIA 
WARREN,  "Around  the  World,"  RKO;  DAVE 
O'BRIEN,  JIM  NEWILL,  CUY  WILKERSON,  BOB 
RICE,  CHARLES  KING,  CARL  MATTHEWS  and 
HANSEL    WARNER,    "Fighting   Valley,"    PRC. 

VICTOR  BORGE,  NANCY  WALKER  and  PAUL 
REAGAN,  "Meet  the  People,"  M-G-M;  NILS 
ASTHER  and  SUSAN  HAYWARD,  "The  Man  in 
Half  Moon  Street,"  Paramount;  HENRY  HULL, 
HERBERT  RAWLINSON,  MARION  MARTIN  and 
CHARLES  FOY,  "The  Cunmaster,"  Harry  Sher- 
man-United Artists  CLARENCE  MUSE;,  LUCIEN 
LITTLEFIELD,  ALEC  CRAIG  and  IRVINC  BACON, 
"Johnny  Come  Lately,"  Cagney-United  Artists; 
MARCY  McGUIRE,  "Seven  Days'  Ashore,"  RKO; 
GUY  KINGSFORD,  TOM  STEVENSON,  GEORGE 
FLAHERTY  and  EMERSON  SMITH,  "Attack  by 
Night,"   Columbia. 

• 

STORY  PURCHASES 

FDWARD  BEIN's  "Calling  Dr.   Death,"   Universal. 

TITLE   SWITCHES  

"The    Last    Page,"     formerly    "They    Can't    Get 

Away    With    It,"    PRC. 
LESLIE     CHARTER1S'     "The     Saint     Meets     the 

Tiger,"     Republic. 


REOPTIONED 

BETTE    DAVIS,    new    termer,    Warners. 
MARY    LEE,    one    year,    Republic. 


SCHEDULED 

"Meet   the   People,"   producer,  €.   Y.    HARBURC, 

M-G-M. 
"The  Man  in  Half  Moon  Street,"  director,  LESTER 

FULLER,      producer,      WALTER      MacEWAN, 

play,    BAR-RE   LYNDON. 


Mass.  Bans  "Burlesque" 
Springfield  Sunday  Date 

Springfield,  Mass. — "Lady  of  Bur- 
lesque" was  banned  for  Sunday 
showing  here  at  the  Capitol,  Man- 
ager Andy  Sette  was  informed  by 
the  state  department,  less  than  24 
hours  before  it  was  to  be  shown  in 
the  course  of  a  regular  run  at  the 
Cgpitol.  Sette  substituted  "Casa- 
blanca" and  resumed  with  the  Stan- 
wyck film  Monday. 

Massachusetts  law,  calls  for  week- 
ly renewal  of  the  Sunday  license  and 
the  department  forced  Sette's  hand 
by  taking  advantage  of  their  right 
to  turn  down  his  license  for  Sunday 
if  he  should  have  tried  to  go  ahead 
with  the  film. 


Col.  Lawton  Will  Visit 
Coast  Within  a  Month 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Col.  Kirk  B.  Law- 
ton,  deputy  chief  Army  pictorial 
service,  returned  yesterday  after 
three  days  in  New  York,  where  he 
inspected  the  signal  corps  photo- 
graphic center,  in  Astoria.  He  was 
also  a  guest  at  the  Photographic 
School  at  Ft.  Monmouth,  N.  J.  Col. 
Lawton  said  he  hopes  to  go  to  the 
West  Coast  within  the  next  month, 
but  hrs  made  no  definite  plans  yet. 


Theater  Business  Soars 
35  P.C.  in  Puerto  Rico 


Theater  business  in  Puerto  Rico 
is  booming  as  never  before  and 
grosses  are  up  about  35  per  cent 
over  those  of  last  year,  according  to 
Ramos  Cobian,  circuit  owner  of  San 
Juan  and  PRC  franchise  holder.  Co- 
bian is  in  New  York  conferring  with 
PRC  executives 

Cobian  said  that  he  didn't  think 
that  the  governor  of  Puerto  Rico 
would  sign  the  anti-block-booking 
bill  which  has  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture. He  said  that  most  exhibitors 
were  opposed  to  the  measure  and 
that  the  Governor  was  being  in- 
formed of  its  nature  and  effects. 

Mexican  pictures  are  getting  a 
big  play  for  the  first  time  in  Puerto 
Rico,  Cobian  said.  The  Mexican 
"Count  of  Monte  Cristo"  recently 
broke  all  existing  records  in  his 
theaters. 


BUI  Powell  Back  to  WMT 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  William  T. 
Powell,  general  manager  of  the  Lib- 
erty Theaters  Corp.,  has  resigned 
his  position  and  has  rejoined  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Inc.,  to  assume  the  duties  of  city 
manager  in  Pittefield  and  North 
Adams,  a  newly  created  post. 


<REVIEUJS> 

"Russians  at  War" 

Artkino  60   Mins. 

SOVIET  IMPORT  BEARS  STRIKING 
WITNESS  TO  THE  VIGOR  PUT  INTO 
RUSSIA'S    PROSECUTION    OF   THE    WAR. 

"Russians  at  War"  is  another  in  the 
long  list  of  Soviet  films  documenting  the 
Russian  people's  fight  against  the  Nazi 
scourge.  The  picture  offers  further  erf*7 
dence  of  the  heroic  nature  of  the  nationVh^ 
efforts  against  the  German  invasion.  The 
vengeance  with  which  the  Russians  have 
gone  all-out  in  defense  of  their  acres  is 
vividly  depicted  in  this  film,  which  was  put 
together  from  material  photographed  at 
the  Russian  front  by  a  corps  of  official 
cameramen  of  the  Central  Newsreel  Studios 
of   the    U.S.S.R. 

The  footage  effectively  portrays  the  con- 
centration which  the  Russians  have  applied 
to  the  job  of  driving  the  Nazis  from  the  r 
homeland.  The  unity  of  spirit  which  ex- 
plains the  success  of  Russian  arms  on  the 
Soviet  front  is  easy  to  understand  in  the 
presence  of  this  picture.  The  amazing 
dedication  of  the  home  front  to  the  task 
of  victory  is  one  of  the  most  striking  points 
made  by  the  picture.  The  production  is 
filled  with  scenes  showing  the  civilian 
population  pitching  in  with  every  ounce  of 
energy   in  support  of  the  fighting   men. 

The  shots  made  at  the  battlefront  are 
graphic  and  often  supremely  exciting. 
Every  branch  of  the  service  is  shown  in  ac- 
tion against  the  enemy.  The  picture  gives 
a  good  impression  of  life  on  the  front,  with 
a  few  light  moments  to  relieve  the  grim 
business  of  death. 

Although  the  picture  has  much  to  recom- 
mend it,  it  is  scarcely  on  a  par  with  "Mos- 
cow Strikes  Back"  and  "The  Siege  of  Len- 
ingrad." The  picture,  however,  does  suc- 
ceed no  less  well  than  the  earlier  two  films 
in  conveying  the  fiercely  heroic  quality  of 
the   Soviet   stand   against   the    Nazis. 

The  film  was  edited  by  Helen  Van  Don- 
gen.  There  is  an  English  commentary  by 
Arnold   Reid. 


RKO  Calls  on  Hersh 
For  Another  Lum~Abner 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hoillywood — As  the  result  of  the 
outstanding  grosses  that  Lum  and 
Abner's  "Two  Weeks  to  Live"  is 
piling  up,  RKO  has  asked  for  im- 
mediate delivery  of  another  film 
starring  the  two  rural  comics.  For 
the  basis  of  the  next  Lum  and  Abner 
vehicle,  producer  Ben  Hersh  has  pur- 
chased an  original  story  by  Roswell 
Rogers  and  Edward  James  bearing 
the  title,   "Dollar  a  Year." 


"Bombardier"  Party  On 
Way  to  San  Antonio 


Albuquerque  —  Stars  of  RKO's 
"Bombardier"  and  company  ex- 
ecutives who  attended  the  Sunday 
premiere  here,  left  yesterday  for  the 
first  of  four  regional  premieres  at 
the  Majestic,  San  Antonio,  tomorrow. 
Party  includes  Pat  O'Brien,  Russell 
Wade,  Richard  Martin  and  Margie 
Stewart,  escorted  by  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
president,  Charles  Koerner,  v. -p.  in 
charge  of  production  and  Perry  Lie- 
ber,  studio  publicity  head. 


ONCE  ONLY 


EASTMAN  Negative  Films,  with  their  high 
degree  of  uniformity,  make  it  easy  to 
confine  the  "takes"  to  one  to  each  scene 
...helping  to  close  the  gap  between  foot- 
age exposed  and  footage  used.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 
Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLIJS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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Based  on  the  comic  strip 
created  by  CHIC  YOUNG 

Original  Screen  Play  by 
CoNni*  Lee  and  Karen  DeWolf 

Produced  and  Directed  by 
FRANK   STRAYER 

A   COLUMBIA    PICTURE 

RELEASE  MAY  27th 


WITH  BIOND/E 
AND  THE  BUMSTEADS 


BOOK  "PRELUDE  TO  WAR"  SENSATIONAL  55  MINUTE  SOCK  FILM . . .  RENTAL  FREE! 
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RKO's   Net  Profit  for  1942 
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Harry  Warner  Lashes  Opposition  to  War  Pix 


WB  Prexy  Attributes 
Propaganda  Campaign 
To  "Appeaser"  Element 


Lashing  out  at  what  he  de- 
scribed as  an  apologist  and  iso- 
lationist group  that  is  waging 
a  propaganda  campaign  against  war 
films  which  are 
doing  a  great  ser- 
vice in  the  United 
Nations  cause, 
Harry  M.  War- 
n  e  r,  addressing 
a  meeting  of  WB 
home  office  execs, 
yesterday,  de- 
clared that  "w  e 
would  hate  to  be 
known  as  the 
company  that 
made  the  most 
successful  m  u  s- 
ical  film  of  this 
great  war  for 
freedom." 

Meeting  culmi- 
i  series  of  conferences  in 
Maj.     Albert    Warner,    Jack 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


H.   M.   WARNER 


nated 
which 


PRC  Forming  Its  Own 
Producing  Company 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  will  make  its  own  pictures 
starting  in  July  and  is  forming  a 
company  for  this  purpose,  stated 
Leon  Fromkess.  The  plan  marks  an 
important    step    in    PRC's    journey 

(Continued   on    Page   3) 


Three  Features  in 
20th-Fox  Tenth  Unit 

National  release  dates  for  three 
pictures  that  will  comprise  Block  10 
of  the  1942-43  20th  Century- Fox 
release  schedule,  were  announced 
yesterday  by  Tom  J.  Connors.  "The 
Ox-Bow  Incident"  will  be  released 
May  21;  "Jitterbugs,"  June  11  and 
"Coney  Island,"  June  18.  No  pics 
are  scheduled  for  release  May  28  or 
Jiwje  4. 


RKO'S  NET  UP 

Year's  Profit  Rises  to  $736,240 
After  Income  Tax  Provisions 


Consolidated  net  profit  of  RKO 
Corp.  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31, 
1942,  was  $736,240  after  provision 
for  F  e  d  e  r  a  1  in- 
come taxes,  as 
compared  with  a 
net  of  $538,692  on 
the  same  basis  for 
the  preceding 
year. 

It  w  a  s  pointed 
out  in  the  note  to 
stockholders  b  y 
N.  Peter  Rath- 
von,  president, 
that  during  1942 
profits  of  the  the- 
ater subsidiaries 
continued  the 
sharp  increase 
which  started  in 
the  latter  part  of 
1941,  but  these  profits,  as  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  were  partially  offset  by 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 


N.    PETER   RATHVON 


Gov.  Tugwell  Vetoes  P.R. 
Anti-Block-Booking  Bill 


Governor  Rexford  Tugwell  of 
Puerto  Rico  has  vetoed  the  so-called 
anti-block-booking  bill  which  would 
have  made  it  necessary  for  the  Min- 
ister of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
to  award  priorities  in  booking  among 
exhibitors.  It  is  understood  that  the 
veto   was   predicated   upon   unfavor- 

(Continucd  on  Page  2) 


Government  Wins  Sweeping  Victory  in  Davies  Order; 
Defendants  Expected  to  Move  Quickly  for  New  Trial; 
Court  Refuses  Defense  Pleas  for  Limitation  of  Costs 

By  P.  R.  RUSSELL    FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Nashville, — "Unconditional  surrender"  aptly  describes  the 
chief  intent  of  the  decree  handed  down  in  the  Crescent  case  by 
Federal  Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies  and  made  public  yesterday  as  he 

enjoined  Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
and  six  other  exhibitor  corporations 
for  alleged  violations  of  the  Sher- 
man anti-trust  law. 

George  H.  Armistead,  Jr.,  chief 
counsel  for  Crescent,  has  indicated 
that  the  "fight  has  just  begun"  and 
there  will  be  action  by  defendants, 
probably  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
within  the  10-day  period  allowed. 
The  decree,  which  brings  to  a 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


New  5- Year  Termer 
Inked  by  Hal  Home 

Hal  Home  yesterday  inked  an  ad- 
ditional five-year  contract  as  direc- 
tor of  advertising,  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation for  20th 
Century  -  Fox,  it 
was  announced  by 
Spyros  Skouras, 
president  of  t  h  e 
company,  and 
Tom  J.  Connors, 
vice-president  in 
charge  of  world- 
wide distribution.  j- 
Present  contract 
will  carry  to  May, 
1949,  and  there- 
fore is  in  effect 
a  six-year  con- 
tract, superseding 
the  old  two-year 
agreement    which  HAL  horne 

has  a  year  to  go. 

A  veteran. and  prominent  figure  in 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Stone  to  Make  $12,000,000 
Worth  of  UA  Pix  in  6  Years 


Hollywood — A  deal  has  been  closed 
whereby  Andrew  L.  Stone  will  make 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Rooney  In  British  Hardy  Pix 

Welles  to  Star  in,  Direct  Tolstoy's  "War 


Milner  and  Trimble  Named 
Universal  Branch  Chiefs 


Sam  Milner,  Universal  branch 
manager  in  Denver,  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  in  Seattle  by  Wil- 
liam Scully,  general  sales  manager. 
King  Trimble,  San  Francisco  sales- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


// 


London  (By  Cable) — Andy  Hardy 
and  Doctor  Kildare  subjects  will  be 
made  in  England  by  Sir  Alexander 
Korda,  it  was  announced  here  yes- 
terday. Mickey  Rooney  and  the  en- 
tire cast  of  the  Hardy  pictures  will 
be  brought  over  from  the  United 
States,  Korda  said,  adding  that  all 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


20lh-Fox  Re-elects 
Skouras,  Willkie 


Spyros  P.  Skouras  was  re-elected 
president  of  20th-Fox  yesterday  at 
the  annual  reorganizational  meeting 
of  the  company's  board  of  directors, 
which  was  held  immediately  follow- 
ing   the    yearly   stockholders'    meet- 

(Continucd  on  Paged) 


Honor  to  Warners  For 
Service  in  "Action" 

A  high  and  unique  honor  is  to  be 
conferred  on  Warner  Brothers, — 
award  of  the  Victory  Flag  of  the 
U.  S.  Maritime  Service,  counterpart 
of  the  Navy  "E",  for  its  production, 
"Action  in  the  North  Atlantic."  It 
is  the  first  time  this  flag  has  been 
bestowed  on  a  film  company.  Pre- 
sentation will  be  made  to  Jack  L. 
Warner,  executive  producer,  by  Capt. 
Edward  Macauley,  deputy  administra- 
tor of  the  War  Shipping  Administra- 
tion, on  the  stage  of  the  New  York 
Strand,  where  picture  opens  this  com- 
ing Friday  night.  Ceremony  will  be 
on  the  eve  of  National  Maritime  Day. 
Some  400  seamen  and  their  band  from 
the  training  base  at  Sheepshead  Bay, 
will  parade  to  the  theater.  After 
the  Strand  engagement,  the  flag  will 
be  sent  to  WB's  Coast  studio. 
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Correction 

Officers  of  Technicolor,  Inc.,  who 
were  re-elected  by  the  directors  Mon- 
day were  Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus, 
president  and  general  manager; 
George  F.  Lewis,  vice-president  and 
secretary;  L.  G.  Clark,  treasurer, 
and  Miss  L.  A.  Skinner,  assistant 
secretary.  Through  an  error  yester- 
day, the  officers  of  Technicolor  Mo- 
tion Picture  Corp.  were  listed  as  re- 
elected. 


WANTED 

35  millimeter  title  camera  and  stand 
for  animating  slide  films.  Reply  Box 
140,  care  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broad- 
way, New  York  City. 


L.  A.  Clearance  Case 
Affirmed  on  Appeal 


The  motion  picture  appeal  board 
has  affirmed  the  award  of  an  arbitra- 
tor, with  slight  modification,  in  the 
case  brought  by  the  Eagle  Theater, 
Los  Angeles,  against  Paramount, 
Loew's,  RKO  and  20th  Century-Fox. 

The  Eagle  claimed  that  the  defen- 
dants licensed  Los  Angeles  first-runs 
on  the  basis  of  63  days'  clearance 
over  the  Eagle  and  licensed  prod- 
uct to  the  Glen,  Glendale,  2.3  miles 
from  the  complainant's  house,  on  the 
basis  of  seven  days  over  the  Eagle. 
The  Dale  and  other  theaters  in  Los 
Angeles  suburban  sections  charging 
the  same  30-cent  admission  as  the 
Eagle  have  been  permitted  to  play 
49  days  after  Los  Angeles  first-runs, 
according  to  the  charge.  The  Eagle 
asked  that  clearance  between  the 
Glen  and  the  Eagle  be  eliminated 
and  that  the  clearance  of  the  Los 
Angeles  first-runs  be  fixed  on  the 
basis  of  admission  prices. 

The  arbitrator  agreed  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  competition  be- 
tween the  Glen  and  the  Eagle  to 
warrant  seven  days  clearance.  He 
directed  that  the  clearance  be  elimi- 
nated and  ordered  the  distributors 
to  grant  the  Eagle  equal  availability 
with  other  theaters  in  the  area  charg- 
ing the  same  admission  price  in  their 
respective  zones.  Paramount  and 
Far  West  Theater  Corp.,  the  latter 
operating  the  Glen,  appealed. 

Appeal  board,  after  reviewing  the 
facts,  affirmed  the  award  and  fixed 
the  Los  Angeles  first-run  clearance 
over  the  Eagle  at  49  days  provided 
the  Eagle  charged  an  adult  evening 
admission  price  of  30  cents  exclusive 
of  tax. 


Leserman  Bares  Changes 
In  UA  Sales  Personnel 


Changes  in  United  Artists  sales 
personnel  were  announced  yesterday 
by  Carl  Leserman,  general  sales 
manager. 

With  the  promotion  of  Edward 
Schnitzer  to  Western  division  man- 
ager, his  former  territory  has  been 
split  between  Sam  Lefkowitz  and 
James  Winn.  Lefkowitz  will  be  in 
charge  of  District  No.  1  comprising 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Wash- 
ington, while  Winn  will  be  in  charge 
of  District  No.  2  covering  Boston, 
New  Haven  and  Buffalo. 

C.  W.  "Ching"  Allen,  former  New 
Orleans  branch  manager,  now  is 
manager  in  Atlanta  and  T.  L.  Davis, 
former  Atlanta  manager,  goes  to 
New  Orleans  in  the  same  capacity. 

Edwin  Ashkins  has  been  appointed 
branch  manager  in  St.  Louis,  suc- 
ceeding James  Winn  as  already  re- 
ported by  The  Film  Daily. 


Montagu  Love  Dies 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Montagu  Love,  63, 
veteran  screen  and  stage  player,  died 
at  his  Beverly  Hills  home  Monday 
night.  Survivors  are  his  widow,  the 
former  Marjorie  Hollis,  and  a  step- 
daughter,   Mrs.    Carol   Doherty. 


V.  C.  Copper  Salvage 
Hailed  by  O'Donnell 


The  nation's  Variety  Clubs  are 
doing  a  "tremendous"  job  in  both 
charitable  and  copper  salvage  activi- 
ties, according  to  Bob  O'Donnell, 
national  chief  barker,  who  has  been 
touring  the  country  and  meeting 
with  the  various  tents.  The  Min- 
neapolis and  Denver  tents  are  lead- 
ing the  field  in  copper  salvage,  the 
former  having  turned  in  30  per  cent 
of  the  total  collection  and  the  latter 
accounting  for  25  per  cent  of  the 
total. 

O'Donnell  said  in  New  York  yes- 
terday that  a  goal  of  10  million 
pounds  of  copper  had  been  set  for 
the  next  few  months.  He  said  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  WAC 
to  refer  to  the  collections  as  a  drive 
but  as  a  permanent  and  continuing 
event  for  the  duration. 

In  the  charity  fields,  the  Variety 
Clubs  are  going  overboard  to  give 
assistance,  O'Donnell  said.  The  Chi- 
cago tent  has  contributed  $10,000  to 
the  La  Ribida  clinic  for  children  suf- 
fering with  rheumatic  hearts.  The 
Los  Angeles  tent  is  building  a  $100,- 
000  premature  birth  clinic  for  all 
creeds  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon. 
The  Indianapolis  tent  is  preparing  to 
do  a  similar  deed.  The  Baltimore 
tent  last  week  gave  a  check  for  $5,- 
000  to  the  mayor  for  a  local  charity. 
In  fact,  O'Donnell  said,  every  tent  is 
going  full  speed  ahead  on  local 
charities. 

The  national  officers,  O'Donnell 
said,  are  hopeful  that  the  Kansas 
City  tent,  which  became  inactive  last 
year,  will  be  revived  and  reinstated 
with  the  national  body.  Some  dis- 
cussions on  the  matter  of  a  tent  for 
New  York  City  will  be  held  during 
his  stay  here. 


Canada  Closes  Railroads 
To  Carnivals,  Circuses 


Ottawa  —  The  Dominion  Govern- 
ment through  the  Office  of  the  Tran- 
sit Controller  has  banned  all  carnival 
companies  and  circuses  from  use  of 
Canadian  Railways  for  balance  of 
war  because  of  traffic  conditions  due 
to  need  of  rolling  stock  for  essential 
movements.  Labor  department  has 
also  applied  manpower  draft  callup 
to  males  19  to  40  years  employed  by 
carnivals  for  transfer  to  essential 
farm  employment. 


Lewis-Lesser-Goldbergs 
Acquire  Carnegie  Lease 


Lease  of  the  Little  Carnegie  Play- 
house, W.  57th  St.,  has  been  pur- 
chased from  Jack  Davis  by  Martin 
J.  Lewis  and  Erwin  Lesser  in  part- 
nership with  Goldberg  Brothers. 
Lewis  and  Lesser  operate  a  chain  of 
New  York  art  theaters  while  the 
Goldbergs  have  the  Studio  Theater, 
Philadelphia.  Albert  Strauss  and 
Edward  I.  Brown  were  brokers  for 
the  deal. 


COfnifiG  and  GOIDC 


ERNEST  BACHRACH,  head  of  the  portrait 
division  of  the  RKO  Radio  studio  photograph 
department,  got  in  from   the  Coast  yesterday. 

BEN  PIAZZA,  RKO  Radio  studio  casting  head, 
returns  to  the  Coast  tomorrow. 

OSCAR  SERL1N  has  returned  to  his  New  York 
headquarters,  following  a  vacation  at  his  farm 
in   West   Cornwall,   Conn. 

JULES    LAPIDUS,    Warner    Bros.    Eastern    divi- 
sion   manager,    and    NORMAN    J.    AYERS,  Srw 
England   district  manager  of   the  company, 
in  Albany  yesterday.      Today   they'll   be   in   bur- 
fa  lo. 

LOU  KAUFMAN,  WB  theater  executive,  is 
on  a   business  trip  to  Cleveland. 

FHIL  ENGEL,  Warner  Bros.  New  England  pub- 
licity   representative,    is   in    Buffalo 

HANK  MARKBREIT,  Chicago  Times  amuse- 
ment  manager,    is    in    Hollywood    on    vacation. 

LUCIEN  P1ERRI6O,  Chicago  Herald-American 
movie  critic  and  her  mother  are  in  Hollywood 
for  a   two   weeks'   vacation. 

S.  J.  CREGORY,  Alliance  Theater  circuit  gen- 
eral manager  and  his  chief  assistant,  JOHN 
DOERR,  have  returned  to  Chicago  from  an  ex- 
tended   inspection    tour   of   Washington    theaters. 

K.  T.  STEVENS,  daughter  of  Hollywood's  di- 
rector Sam  Wood,  has  arrived  in  New  York, 
her  first  visit  since  signing  her  long-term  con- 
tract   with    Columbia. 

REG  ARMOUR,  European  managing  director  for 
Walt  Disney,  has  arrived  in  New  York  for  a 
short  visit  in  connection  with  Disney's  instruc- 
tional  and   entertainment   films. 


Rooney  fo  Appear 
In  British  Hardy  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

M-G-M  stars  and  directors  have  been 
placed  at  his  disposal. 

In  announcing  his  elaborate  pro- 
duction plans,  Korda  said  that  his 
first  picture  for  M-G-M  release  would 
be  "War  and  Peace,"  with  Orson 
Welles  directing  and  starring. 

Korda  yesterday  reiterated  his 
declaration  that  he  was  not  selling 
his  interest  in  United  Artists  to  any 
outsiders.  ,  However,  it  is  known 
that  under  UA  by-laws,  owner-mem- 
bers must  first  offer  their  stock  to 
the  corporation. 

Gov.  Tugwell  Vetoes  P.R. 
Anti-Block-Booking  Bill 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

able  reports  made  to  the  governor 
by  the  attorney  general  as  to  the 
bill's  constitutionality. 

Sidney  Schreiber,  general  attor- 
ney of  the  MPPDA,  has  returned 
from  Puerto  Rico  where  he  presented 
briefs  on  behalf  of  the  American 
distributors  opposing  the  measure. 
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RKO's  Net  Profits 
Gained  During  1942 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

losses  sustained  by  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures. However,  Rathvon  explained 
that  as  the  result  of  improvement  in 
quality  of  pictures  produced,  the 
JP  ing  trend  of  the  picture  company 

7s  reversed  in  November.  This  im- 
provement, he  said,  has  continued  in 
1943  and,  with  theater  operating  sub- 
sidiaries also  showing  further  gains, 
current  operations  show  substantial- 
ly increased  profits. 

Consolidated  net  profits  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1943  after  providing 
for  income  taxes  were  $1,925,819, 
the  figure  being  unaudited. 

Net  profits  of  theater  subsidiaries 
in  1942  were  $3,091,802  as  compared 
with  $1,148,205  in  1941.  Offsetting 
theater  earnings  was  a  net  loss  of 
$2,359,836  sustained  by  RKO  Radio 
and  its  subsidiaries.  Of  this  amount 
approximately  $1,700,000  resulted 
from  charges  against  the  profit  and 
loss  account  to  provide  write-offs  of, 
and  a  reserve  against,  unfinished  pro- 
ductions and  unused  stories  and  con- 
tinuities. 

It  was  explained  that  the  $3,000,- 
000  borrowed  by  the  corporation  last 
July  had  been  reduced  to  $2,100,000. 
Theater  subsidiaries  further  reduced 
funded  debt  in  1942  to  the  extent  of 
approximately  $1,600,000. 

The  consolidated  statement  of 
profit  and  loss  shows  that  income 
from  theater  admissions,  film  rentals 
and  sales  amounted  to  $58,152,198. 
Estimated  provision  for  income  taxes 
was  $734,000. 

The  accrued  and  unpaid  dividends 
on  the  6  per  cent  preferred  stock  of 
the  corporation  were  $17.50  per  share 
on  May  1,  1943. 

The  annual  meeting  of  stockhold- 
ers has  been  called  for  June  2  in  Dov- 
er, Del.  Among  the  items  of  busi- 
ness to  come  before  the  stockholders 
will  be  a  proposal  to  change  the 
number  of  directors,  to  consider  an 
amendment  which  would  permit  ex- 
ecutives or  employes  to  purchase 
capital  stock  in  the  corporation,  to 
elect  directors  and  to  transact  any 
other  business  that  may  come  before 
the  group. 


Frank    Capra  Anthony   Bushed 

Carey   Wilson  N.   Brewster  Morse 

Lothar    Mendes  Louis   Lift-on 

William  Waldholz 
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T  T  ▼ 

That  Ladd  In  "China": 

•  •  •  OVER  in  occupied  Europe,  beleaguered  citizens  (who  can 
still  smile)  have  a  joke  among  themselves  when  they  see  their  Nazi  op- 
pressors feverishly  digging  into  the  ground  to  erect  subsequent  fortifica- 
tions  against   impending  invasion Says   one   onlooker:    "What  are 

they    doing?" Replies    another:    "They're   going   through   to   China 

to  attack  Chiang  Kai-shek  in  the  rear" This  comer  did  a  little  digging 

yesterday  anent  "China." — in  this  instance  the  Paramount  attraction, 
which,  you  will  recall,  was  the  subject  of  considerable  controversy  when 
mobs  stormed  the  doors  of  the  New  York  Paramount,  with  Harry  James 

playing  on  the  same  bill At  the  time,  Phil  M.  stoutly  avered  that 

while  Harry,  the  tantalizing  trumpeter,  was  quite  a  magnet,  so  also  was 

the  sensational  young  Para,  star  of  "China,"  Alan  Ladd It  didn't 

take  much  digging  to  find  out  a  few  things  about  "China,"  sans  Mister 
lames,  and  herewith  is  our  report  to  John  Q.  Exhibitor: 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     OVER  in  Newark,  "China"  is  set  to  play  a  fifth  week  at  the 

Paramount    Theater No    other   attraction   we  know    of  has   ever 

grabbed  that  much  playing  time  in  any  of  the  big  first-run  stands  in 

that   city First  week   it  shattered   the  liouse  record Second 

-week  it  blasted  any  second  week  mark Third  week  was  ahead  of 

any  previous  third  week And  the  fourth  week  ivas  the  best  fourth 

week  of  any  film Out  in  Denver,  as  we  pen  this,  the  pic  is  in  its 

initial  week,  and  is  ahead  of  the  liouse  record In  St.  Louis,  it  out- 
shipped  first  week  of  "Wake  Island"  and  is  right  on  the  tail-light  of 

the  amazing  gross  attained  by  "Star  Spangled  Rhythm" And  down 

in  Asbury  Park,  it  beat  "Rhythm" On  May  28,  my  lads,  the  Ladd 

opus  bows  in  a  flock  of  keys,  with  more  records  sure  to  be  unlocked. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  NOW,  the  clincher,  we  hold,  in  the  Harry  James-Alan  Ladd 
debate-subject,  is  the  current  first  week  of  "China"  o'er  at  the  Brooklyn 

Paramount Mister  James  is  not  on  the  program No  stage  show 

either Film  opened  on  May  13,  the  only  "added  attraction,"  aside 

from  the  screen  bill,  according  to  Joe  Lee,  the  house's  ace  promotionalist, 
being  police  reserves  haled  from  the  84th  Precinct  Police  Station  to  keep 

the  crowds  in  order The  Brooklyn  Paramount,  by  the  way,  happens 

to  be  the  fourth  largest  pic   stand  in  the  five  boroughs Its  4,540 

seats  are  exceeded  numerically  only  by  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  the 

Roxy,  and  the  Capitol The  Brooklyn  Paramount  scale,  Monday  to 

Friday,   ranges   from    17c   for   kids   to   55c One  week-day  take   on 

"China"  was  $8,124.80 First  week  looks  like  $30,000 All  this, 

and  thousands  turned  away,  too! Managers  Lou  Levey  and  Stan- 
ley Rosenthal,  and  their  staff,  are  reported  on  the  verge  of  collapse ...... 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ASIDE  from  its  inherent  power  and  timeliness,  "China,"  at 
the  hands  of  Joe  Lee  if  Co.,  proved  its  high  exploitability,  which  means 

plenty  of  plus  revenue  in   the  ole  till Brooklyn  Paramount's  ad 

budget  for   the  pic  was  average But   General  Lee  and   his  lads 

on  the  Ladd  opus  turned  on  the  blitz  via  newspapers,  billboards,  radio, 
window  cards,  and  store  displays A  unique  increment  of  the  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  campaign  was  the  appeal  made  in  Chinatown , 

and   through    the   Chinese   language  newspapers Phil   thinks   the 

James-Ladd  controversy  is  settled  permanently After  all,  our  de- 
sire to  go  to  Heaven  is  not  because  Gabriel  blows  his  horn 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


PRC  Forming  lis  Own 
Producing  Company 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

towards  the  status  of  a  major  com- 
pany, Fromkess  pointed  out. 

"PRC's  tremendous  development 
during  the  past  plus  our  plans  for 
the  seasons  ahead,  made  this  step 
necessary.  Only  under  our  new  set- 
up would  it  be  possible  to  handle 
more  ambitious  productions  we  plan 
with  their  substantially  increased 
shooting  scheduled  and  raised  budg- 
ets. Our  decision  to  take  this  vitally 
important  step  was  also  inspired  by 
considerably  increased  grosses  on 
our  recent  releases,  including  the  spe- 
cial 'Corregidor.' 

"Our  new  plans  require  us  to  build 
up  personnel,  both  acting  and  pro- 
duction, and  so  PRC  will  sign  such 
talent  under  long-term  contracts. 

In  addition,  we  intend  to  give  our 
productions  national  publicity  and 
exploitation  campaigns  consistent 
with  their  boxoffice  potentialities, 
which  will  be  designed  to  be  record- 
breaking.  Altogether,  we  plan  to 
spend  two  and  one-half  times  the 
amount  of  money  we've  appropriated 
for  our  program  in  the  past  year." 


Allied  Regional  Units 
To  Meet  With  N.  J.  Group 

Allied's  Eastern  regional  units  will 
convene  with  New  Jersey  Allied 
when  the  latter  organization  holds 
its  Showmen-at-War  conference  June 
29-July  1  at  West  End,  N.  J.  The 
Eastern  Regional  Conference  was 
called  by  Irving  Dollinger,  regional 
vice-president. 

Representatives  from  Connecticut, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  Washington,  D.  C,  will  attend 
the  sessions.  National  board  mem- 
bers also  are  slated  to  participate 
in  the  parleys. 

Sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Holly- 
waad  Hotel  and  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
conference  manager,  is  urging  those 
who  exect  to  attend  the  meetings  to  ; 
make    reservations    early    inasmuch  j 
as  the  better  rooms  are  limited   in  | 
quantity.      Special   rates   have   been  j 
obtained    for    the    three-day    affair;  i 
namely,    $20    each    for    double    ac-  : 
commodations  and  $22  for  single  oc-  • 
cupancy,    including    meals,    for    the 
three  days. 


Walker  and  Whitman 
Named  to  K-A-O  Board 


J.  Miller  Walker  and  William 
Whitman  were  elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  of  Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Corp.  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers yesterday.  Walker,  secretary  of 
the  corporation,  replaces  DeWitt 
Millhauser  who  was  not  up  for  re- 
election, while  Whitman  fills  the  vac- 
ancy left  by  the  resignation  of  Luns- 
ford    Yandell. 

Other  directors  re-elected  were 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  Monroe  Goldwater, 
Malcolm  Kingsberg,  N.  Peter  Rath- 
von and  Gordon  E.  Youngman. 


X2M  m  i 


Exhibitors  of  America!  Book  "PRELUDE  TO 
WAR",  the  sensational  55  minute  sock -film. 
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Charges  Isolationists  Back  Anti-War  Film  Drive 


Diet  of  Escapist  Enter- 
tainment Means  False 
Security  Sense — Warner 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
L.  Warner,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Charles  Einfeld,  Ben  Kalmenson, 
Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Samuel  Schneider, 
Mort  Blumenstock,  Harry  Goldberg, 
Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Robert  W.  Perkins, 
Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  Samuel  Car- 
lisle, Norman  H.  Moray,  Howard 
Levinson,  Robert  Schless,  Joseph 
Hummel  and  other  home  office  ex- 
ecutives   also    participated. 

Says  War  Pix  Drawing 
Blasting  what  he  termed  the 
"appeaser  -element"  and  citing 
high  attendance  figures  at  the- 
aters throughout  the  country  to 
disprove  the  isolationist  group's 
claims  that  the  public  is  being  over- 
fed with  war  pictures,  Warner  said 
his  company  does  not  intend  to 
either  play  ostrich  or  lull  the  Amer- 
ican people  into  a  false  sense  of  se- 
curity by  a  diet  of  escapist  enter- 
tainment. 

WB's  prexy  also  urged  exhibs.  not 
to  be  intimidated  or  coerced  by 
groups  or  persons  who  are  not 
wholeheartedly  behind  the  war  ef- 
fort. He  said  the  film  theater,  like 
the  newspaper  and  the  radio,  has  an 
obligation  on  the  home  front,  to 
keep  the  public  informed  as  well  as 
entertained,  and  that  it  cannot  ig 
nore  the  things  that  are  uppermost 
in  everybody's  mind. 

Text  of  Warner's  statement  fol- 
lows: 

"When  this  war.  is  over,  Warner 
Bros,  does  not  want  to  be  known  as 
the  company  that  made  the  greatest 
musical  movie  during  the  war. 

"We  will  leave  the  fairy  tale  ver- 
sion of  the  world  we  live  in  to  that 
small  group  of  entertainment  ap- 
peasers  which  is  presently  at  work 
in  this  industry  or  being  pressured 
by  groups  from  the  outside.  It  is 
this  group  which  refuses  to  recog- 
nize that  the  American  motion  pic- 
ture audience  has  an  adult  mind. 

"Even  the  younger  element  is  far 
more  intelligent  than  it  is  given 
credit  for.  Boys  of  18  are  now  going 
to  war.  That  means  the  16-year- 
olds  already  are  thinking  seriously 
of  what's  ahead  for  them.  They 
want  to  know  what  they  are  going 
to  fight  for  and  about,  and  the  screen 
must  help  to  make  the  issues  under- 
standable to  them.  If  we  don't  do 
this  we  are  failing  in  our  most  im- 
portant obligation. 

"I  wouldn't  believe  it,  not  for  a  single 
moment,  if  someone  were  to  tell  me  that  any 
mother  who  has  a  son  with  the  victorious 
American  forces  in  Africa,  can't  wait  for 
dinner  to  be  finished  so  she  can  rush  to  her 
radio  and  hear  anything  but  the  latest  news. 
And  I  can  see  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
same  mother  goes  to  the  neighborhood  the- 
ater these  terribly  trying  days  in  order  to 
flee  any  mention  of  this  war  in  which  she 
and  her  son  are  so  desperately  involved. 
"They   Want — the   Truth" 

"No.  The  mother,  father,  sister,  brother, 
sweetheart,  friends  and  neighbors  of  the  man 
at  the  front  are  not  anxious  to  run  away 
from  anything.  They  want  to  know  the 
truth.       They    want    to    know    what    their   boy 


Male©  Theaters  Open 
Despite  Arh.  Flood 

Memphis — Theaters  in  the  flooded 
area  of  Arkansas  continued  to  oper- 
ate, even  though  water  was  in  the 
street  in  front  of  some  of  the  houses. 
Film  Transit  reports  that  additional 
service  was  instituted  to  get  service 
through  to  difficult  points  to  reach 
such  as  Van  Buren,  Clarksville,  Ft. 
Smith  and  Russellville.  In  this  par- 
ticular area,  Malco  circuit  has  some 
15  theaters. 


Stone  to  Make  $12,000,000 
Worth  of  UA  Pix  in  6  Years 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

$12,000,000  worth  of  pictures  during 
the  next  six  years  for  United  Artists 
release,  it  was  announced  by  Edward 
C.  Raftery. 

Edward  F.  Finney,  associate  pro- 
ducer on  Stone's  initial  picture,  "Hi, 
Diddle,  Diddle"  is  also  included  in 
the   deal. 


"This  is  the  Army"  Bows 
In  400  Theaters  July  23 

Irving  Berlin's  "This  is  the  Army," 
now  nearing  completion  at  Warners 
Coast  studios,  will  open  with  400 
day-and-date  engagements  the  week 
of  July  23,  it  was  announced  yes- 
terday by  Ben  Kalmenson,  general 
sales  manager.  Broadway  engage- 
ment of  the  picture  is  tentatively 
set  to  open  July  23  at  the  New  York 
Strand. 

Because  of  the  picture's  patriotic 
nature  and  the  fact  that  all  profits 
will  go  to  the  Army  Emergency  Re- 
lief Fund,  it  was  decided,  following 
conferences  between  H.  M.  Warner, 
Major  Albert  Warner,  Jack  L.  War- 
ner, who  is  personally  supervising 
the  production,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Charles  Einfeld,  Mort  Blumenstock 
and  Kalmenson,  to  put  the  pic  into 
distribution  immediately  following 
its  completion  and  to  give  it  the  most 
extensive  campaigns  ever  accorded 
a  WB  release. 

A  number  of  innovations  for  sep- 
cial  handling  are  now  being  worked 
out  by  Einfeld,  Blumenstock  and  the 
Warner  special  events  staff. 


is    doing,    and    how    he's    doing    it — and,    most 
important,   WHY  he's  doing  it. 

"Americans  are  not  fighting  this  war  sim- 
ply because  they  have  remembered  Pearl 
Harbor.  We  are  not  spending  these  precious 
lives  and  breaking  up  these  treasured  homes 
to  satisfy  a  mere  lust  for  revenge.  I  like  to 
think — in  fact,  I  know — that  this  great  world- 
wide struggle  is  being  endured  for  some- 
thing as  specific'  as  a  universal  guarantee  of 
the  Four  Freedoms.  The  measures  by  which 
we  will  obtain  this  new  and  greater  democracy 
and  the  significance  to  each  and  every  one 
of  us  of  these  freedoms  must  be  understood. 
"Here  is  where  we  of  the  film  industry 
come  in.  With  a  medium  reaching  forth  to 
the  greatest  mass  audience  in  the  world,  we 
have  an  obligation  and  a  duty  far  more  vital 
than  the  mere  whiling  away  of  two  hours 
on  a  dull  mid-week  evening.  People  want 
to  be  and  must  be  entertained,  but  not  nearly 
as  much  as  some  might  think,  and  certainly 
not  as  idly  as  in  the  past.  The  people  are 
busy  these  days.  They  are  making  weapons 
and  shipping  them ;  they  are  taken  up .  with 
budgets  that  must  be  stretched  over  a  rising 
scale  of  living  and  the  regular  purchase  of 
War  Bonds ;  they  are  doing  what  they  can  to 
relieve  the  intensity  of  a  soldier's  life;  they 
are  getting  ready  to  protect  themselves  on 
the  day  when  the  enemy  might  dare  to  attack 
us  here  at  home,  and  they  are  well  aware 
that  there  are  many  new  things  that  must  be 
learned  about  this  quickly-changing  world. 
Leisure  hours  are  scarce,  and  win-the-war 
Americans  learned  long  ago  that  the  value 
of  an  hour  is  doubled  when  it  is  employed  to 
collect  entertainment  and  information  simul- 
taneously. 

"There  are  forces  in  this  land  who 
would  like  the  people  to  live  in  dark- 
ness. I  take  issue  with  them  because  I 
have  always  felt  that  it  is  no  one's  as- 
signment not  to  reason  why  but  to  do 
or  die.  It  is  the  people  who  are  fighting 
this  war — and  it  is  the  people  who  must 
be  given  every  opportunity  to  examine 
each  why  and  wherefore.  If  it  has  been 
our  good  fortune  to  be  among  the  pilots 
of  an  industry  capable  of  presenting  in- 
formation and  understanding  in  the  most 
palatable  form  yet  devised,  then  let  us 
steer    a    proper    course. 

"Were  we  to  do   anything  else  at   such 
a  moment,   when   so  many   are  making  so 
many     great     sacrifices,     there    would     be 
little    justification    for    our    existence. 
"Moreover,    we   must    do    more   than    justify 
ourselves    if    we    would    share    in    the    benefits 
of    the    post-war    world.       We    must    work    to 
eliminate  shortcomings  and  catch-penny  tricks. 
Let    us    not    make    a    war    picture    just    like 
several     other     war     pictures     simply     because 
the  others  proved  profitable.     There  are  many 
facets   to    this   war,    a   large    part   of   them   re- 
I  quiring     delicate     handling     and     considerable 


courage  on  the  part  of  the  man  who  would 
attempt  to  picturize  them.  This,  then,  is 
our  chance  to  demonstrate  that  we  possess 
that  necessary  courage  and  sensitivity,  and 
our  chance  to  make  all  other  Americans  feel 
damned  glad  that  we  were  numbered  among 
them    in    this    crisis. 

"So  let's  pay  no  heed  to  the  apologists 
among  us.  We  have  a  vital  role  to  play 
in  this  drama  and  an  awaiting  audience 
that  is  literally  starving  for  brain  food. 
Those  who  would  ration  it  are  those  who 
have  always  looked  down  from  their  iso- 
lated ivory  towers  and  sneered,  'Ah, 
what  does  the  public  know?'  Well,  we 
here  say  the  public  knows  a  great  deal 
and  wants  to  know  a  great  deal  more — 
and   who   will   stand   in   their   way? 

"Remember  this:  Ignorance  never  won 
any  kind  of  a  fight,  and  there  is  little 
reason  to  believe  that  timidity  will  help 
it   win   this   one. 

"And  to  the  exhibitors  of  the  country  I 
want  to  say,  don't  be  intimidated  or  coerced 
by  persons  who  are  not  wholeheartedly  be- 
hind our  war  effort ;  don't  be  influenced  by 
those  who  are  trying  to  keep  the  truth 
from    our   audiences. 

"The  exhibitor's  responsibility  to  his  com- 
munity today  is  bigger  than  it  ever  has  been. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  important  bulwarks 
of  the  home  front.  Like  the  newspaper  and 
the  radio,  he  must  do  his  part  in  keeping  the 
public  informed  as  well  as  entertained.  Any 
arbitrary  exclusion  of  war  films,  either  to 
satisfy  a  small  appeaser  element  or  for  per- 
sonal reasons  without  regard  to  the  general 
public   interest,    is    equivalent   to    sabotage. 

"A  radio  station  wouldn't  think  of  barring 
war  news  and  programs.  A  newspaper  cer- 
tainly wouldn't  put  a  ban  on  dispatches 
from  the  fighting  fronts.  And  the  motion 
picture  theaters  of  the  country  likewise  can- 
not ignore  the  things  that  are  foremost  in 
the   public    mind. 

Exhibitor  Co-operation  Vital 
"I  don't  believe  there  is  an  exhibitor  any- 
where who  wants  to  shirk  his  duty.  I  know 
every  single  one  of  them  wants  to  be  right 
there  in  the  front  line  doing  his  utmost  to 
help  bring  an  early  end  to  the  war.  Without 
this  co-operation  from  exhibitors,  we  cannot 
have  the  strong  united  home  front  that  we 
need  to  back  up  the  boys  at  the  battle  front. 
"In  the  years  to  come,  the  contributions 
of  our  industry  to  the  winning  of  the  war 
will  be  tabulated  and  appraised.  By  what 
we  are  doing  now,  we  will  be  judged  in 
the  future. 

"I  am  sure,  when  that  checkup  is  made, 
the  exhibitors  will  not  be  revealed  as  having 
let  our  fighting  men  down,  as  having  failed 
to  do  their  part  in  the  great  flght  for  free- 
dom." 


20th-Fox  Re-elects 
Skouras,  Willkie    j 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  at  the  home  office.  Wendell 
Willkie  was  chosen  to  continue 
chairman  of  the  board,  w(  h'  He 
mann  G.  Place  was  retained  iMvhai 
man  of  the  executive  committee. 

Other  officers   re-elected  were  ^ 
C.   Michel,   executive  vice-presiden 
William     Goetz,     vice-president 
charge  of  studio  operations;  Thorn; 
J.  Connors,  vice-president  in  charj 
of  world-wide   distribution;   Wilfri 
J.   Eadie,  comptroller  and   assista:) 
treasurer;    Felix   A.   Jenkins,   seer! 
tary;    J.    Harold    Lang,    George 
Wasson,  Jr.,  Leslie  Peppiatt,  assii 
tant  secretaries;  Read  B.  Simonsoi 
Fred  L.  Metzler,  assistant  treasure!  ( 

John  P.  Edmondson  was  replacij 
as  an  assistant  secretary  by  Norm;: 
B.  Steinberg. 

Towell  Now  a  Vice-President    I 

Sydney  Towell,  while  re-electl 
treasurer,  was  at  the  same  time  ell 
vated  to  a  vice-presidency.  New  I 
the  lineup  of  officers  is  Murray  Si 
verstone,  who  was  recently  placrl 
in  charge  of  foreign  distributicj 
with  the  title  of  vice-president. 

Five'  amendments  to  the  company's  cl 
tificate  of  incorporation  were  approved  al 
all  directors  re-elected  at  the  stockholdel 
meeting. 

The    stockholders  .  opened    the    way    for  I 
possible   increase  in  the   size  of   the  compana 
executive    committee    by    voting    to    have    tl 
number    of    members    range    to    as    high    I 
seven,    with   a   minimum   of   three.      The   co: 
mittee    now    consists    of    four   members.       T] 
stockholders   also   voted   to    fix   the   number 
directors   at   no   less   than    three   and   no   m 
than    15.       The    board    at    present    consists 
13    members. 

A    third    amendment    passed    by    the    stoc 
holders     provides    for    the    expansion    of    t 
purposes   and   scope  of   the  corporation.      O 
of   the   important   purposes   of   this   amendme   i 
is    to    make   possible    further    exploitation   aT 
possible     enlargement     of     certain     producti.il 
oil   wells   upon   recently   acquired   studio   pr<7(' 
erty     and     development     of     oil-bearing     san|3| 
which   may  exist   under  studio  land. 

The    two    remaining    amendments    approvfil] 
by   the  stockholders   give   each   officer   and  <  j 
rector    the    right    to    be    indemnified    by    t|| 
company   for   all   expenses   incurred   in   the  c 
fense    of    any    action   in   which    he    is    made  j 
party   by   reason   of  his   being  or  having  beJ< 
identified    with    the    corporation. 
Directors  Held   Over 

Directors  held  over  for  another  term  wer 
Skouras,  H.  Donald  Campbell,  Connors,  Jol 
R.  Dillon,  Goetz,  Daniel  O.  Hastings,  Jenkit 
Michel,  William  P.  Philips,  Place,  Set. 
Porter,    Towell,    Willkie. 

Represented  at  the  meeting  were  1,246,6- 
common  shares  out  of  a  total  of  1,742,0 
11/24  and  798,318  preferred  out  of  a  tot 
of    908,681^. 

The  only  question  asked  at  the  meetif 
bore  on  the  termination  of  Goetz'  contra 
with    the    company. 

Among  officers  of  the  company  present  wej 
Skouras,  Towell,  Jenkins,  Michel,  Connoit 
Silverstone.  Also  present  were  Richard,  j, 
Wright,  Otto  Koegel  and  Bruce  Tuttle  1 
D  wight,  Harris,  Koegel  &  Caskey,  the  co4| 
pany's    legal    representatives. 


Joe  Blair  Quits  Reviews 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DA1L\\ 

Hollywood — Joe  Blair  has  resigns 
as  editor  of  the  Hollywood  Motic « 
Picture  Reviews.  He  plans  to  spei: 
a  vacation  of  two  months  in  Mexic 
and  may  also  purchase  a  ranch  < 
New    Mexico. 
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BROUGHT    BACK    FOR    MILLIONS 
WHO   CROWD  THE   THEATRES   FOR 
EVERY    GENE    AUTRY    PICTURE 
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Wednesday,  May  19,  194- 


Crescent  Divestment  Ordered 

Court  Enters  Decree;  New  Trial  to  be  Asked 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 


climax  legal  action  begun  by  the 
anti-trust    division    of    the    De- 
partment of  Justice  on  Aug.  11, 
1939,  directs  that  "each  of  the 
corporate    exhibitor    defendants 
within    a    year    divest   itself    of 
the  ownership   of   any   stock  or 
other  interest  in  any  other  cor- 
porate   defendant,    or    affiliated 
corporation,   with  the   exception 
of  Strand  Enterprises.  Inc." 
It  also  enjoins  that  "each  such  de- 
fendant  cannot   acquire  the   owner- 
ship of  any  stock  or  interest  in  any 
other    corporate    defendant,    or    af- 
filiated corporation,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Strand  Enterprises."  Strand, 
an  original  defendant,  was  dismissed 
Aug.  8,  1941. 

Exhibitor  defendants  included  in 
the  formal  decree  beside  Crescent, 
are  Cumberland  Amusement  Co., 
Muscle  Shoals  Theaters,  Rockwood 
Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Kentucky 
Amusement  Co.,  Cherokee  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Inc.,  and  Lyric  Amusement 
Co.,  operating  theaters  in  Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,  and  Alabama. 

The  decree  directs  Anthony  "Tony" 
Sudekum,  Nashville,  president  of 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  and  own- 
ing and  controlling  all  film  theaters 
in  this  city  except  Loew's,  which 
were  not  involved  in  the  suit,  to  re- 
sign as  officers  of  any  corporation 
except  Crescent  which  is  affiliated 
with  any  exhibitor  defendant. 

Kermit  C.  Stengel,  Nashville,  is 
directed  to  resign  as  the  officer  of 
any  corporation,  except  one  defen- 
dant of  his  choice,  which  is  affiliated 
with  any  exhibitor  defendant. 

In  spite  of  pleas  made  at  the 
final  hearing  on  motions  on  May  6, 
that  such  demands  would  mean 
heavy  financial  loss,  the  decree  en- 
joined Louis  Rosenbaum,  Florence, 
Ala.,  to  "divest  himself  of  any  in- 
terest which  he  may  have  in  any  of 
the  corporate  defendants."  Rosen- 
baum is  partner  with  Mrs.  Anthony 
Sudekum,  who  was  ruled  as  an  "in- 
direct defendant"  in  the  suit,  in 
Muscle  Shoals  Theaters,  Inc.  The 
minimum  value  of  this  property  has 
been  given  as   $350,000. 

Judge  Davies  declared  invalid 


aill    existing    franchises    entered 
into  by  Crescent,  Muscle  Shoals, 
Rockwood,    Cumberland,    Chero- 
kee, Lyric,  Kentucky  and  by  in- 
dividual    defendants     Sudekum, 
Stengel,    and    Rosenbaum,    "ex- 
cept insofar  as  any  such  fran- 
chise   may    relate    to    theaters 
operated  by  any  of  said  defen- 
dants in  Nashville." 
The  decree  formally  dismissed  dis- 
tributor   defendants    except    United 
Artists    which    was    enjoined    from 
"continuing     in     combination     with 
Cumberland,  Rockwood,  and  Stengel 
to    eliminate    its    independent    the- 
ater    competition     at      Rogersville, 
Tenn.,   and   with   Rosenbaum,    Sude- 
kum, Rockwood  and  Stengel  to  elim- 
inate   independent    theater   competi- 
tion   of    Muscle    Shoals    at    Athens, 
Ala." 

Last  minute  pleas  of  defendant  counsel 
that  a  modified  form  of  combined  operation 
of  affiliated  corporations,  except  for  licens- 
ing of  films,  were  completely  ignored  in  the 
decree  which  as  entered  followed  almost  ver 
batim  the  original  form  proposed  by  Gov 
ernment  counsel,  headed  by  Robert  L 
Wright,  chief  counsel  of  the  anti-trust  di 
vision  of  the  Department  of  Justice.  Wright 
in  the  hearing  on  May  6.  termed  the  pro 
posed  injunction  in  the  decree  as  "very  mild' 
and  intimated  that  the  Government  might 
have  asked  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  com- 
bines   "theater   by    theater." 

Pleas  of  exhibitor  and  distributor  defen- 
dents  that  the  amount  of  the  costs  charged 
against  them  be  limited  to  clerk's  fees  and 
the  cost  of  their  own  witnesses  were  also 
denied  in  the  decree.  No  estimate  of  this 
cost   has    been   made. 

Suit    Filed    in    1939 

When  the  suit  was  filed  on  Aug.  11,  1939. 
eight  distributor  corporations  were  included, 
but  the  "Big  Five"  were  eliminated  by  Gov- 
ernment counsel  pursuant  to  execution  of 
the  New  York  consent  decree.  After  the 
hearing  of  the  case  opened  in  July,  on  Aug- 
use  8,  1941,  Judge  Davies  granted  motion? 
dismissing  Universal  Pictures.  Inc.,  and  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  Corp.,  but  refused  a  similar 
motion  in  behalf  of  United  Artists  Corp. 
Edward  J.  Raftery,  now  president  of  UA. 
counsel  for  the  three  distributors,  claimed 
that  Wright  was  attempting  to  force  the 
"Little  Three"  into  the  consent  decree  by- 
legal    action   in   the    Crescent   suit. 

Theater  circuits  mentioned  in  the  records 
of  the  suit,  but  not  affected  by  the  decision, 
were  listed  in  the  decree  as  follows :  Bijou- 
Louisiana  Corp.,  Shreveport  Theater  Corp.. 
Bijou-Pensacola  Corp.,  Bijou-Fort  Worth 
Corp.,  Ace  Theater  Corp..  Lincoln  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Lewisburg  Theater  Co.,  Mid- 
State,  Chickasaw,  Dickson,  and  Nu-Strand 
Corp. 


New  Five-Year  Termer 
Is  Signed  by  Hal  Home 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  field,  Home's  association  with 
20th  Century-Fox  began  a  few  years 
ago  when  he  handled  through  his 
own  organization,  a  group  of  the 
company's  top  product.  Last  year, 
Home  assumed  full  charge  of  20th- 
Fox'  advertising,  exploitation  and 
publicity  activities.  He  holds  .  the 
distinction  of  winning  the  American 
Spectator  Award  for  the  best  adver- 
tising in  any  field. 


20th-Fox  Will  Show  Two 

Exhibitor  trade  showings  in  all 
branch  offices  of  20th-Fox  for 
"Stormy  Weather"  and  "Coney 
Island"  are  announced  for  May  26. 


Milner  and  Trimble  Named 
Universal  Branch  Chiefs 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

man,  has  been  named  branch  man- 
ager in  Denver. 

These  promotions  complete  the 
cycle  necessitated  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  E.  T.  Gomersall  from  West- 
ern division  manager  to  assistant 
general  sales  manager. 


Death  Takes  Para.  Workers 

Minneapolis  —  The  deaths  of  two 
employees  of  the  Paramount  branch 
office  occurred  here  within  the  last 
week.  Richard  Fox  a  salesman,  died 
suddenly  while  on  the  road  last  Fri- 
day. 

Ruth  Aitkins,  head  inspectress  at 
the  local  exchange,  died  from  shock 
during  an  operation. 


DONALD  O'CONNOR  IS  SURE-FIRE! 

says  The  Hollywood  Reporter 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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The  Daily  Newspaper 
Oi  Motion  Picture! 
Twenty-Four    Years    Old 
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CRESCENT  DECREE  TO  BRING  SUITJVAVE? 

Canadian  Maritimes  Face  Operator  Shortage 


Transfer  of  Draft  Eligi- 
bles  to  Essential  Work 
Constitutes  Real  Threat 


Halifax,  N.  S.— Transfer  of  draft 
eligibles  who  have  been  rejected  for 
the  Army,  to  so-called  essential  war 
work,  from  non-essentials,  consti- 
tutes a  real  threat  to  exhibitors  of 
the  Eastern  provinces,  more  than 
anywhere  else.  For  the  past  six 
years  there  has  been  a  growing 
shortage  of  licensed  operators,  and 
exhibitors  in  the  Maritimes  fear  ne- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Subsequent!  Getting 
Cream  of  Cuban  Biz 


Havana  (By  Air  Mail — Passed  by 
Censor) — Business  at  first  and  sec- 
ond-run theaters  is  still  declining  as 
Cubans  continue  their  attendance 
run  on  the  subsequent  houses.  Var- 
ied factors,  topped  by  the  recent 
high  taxes  on  seats  costing  more 
than  30  cents,  contribute  to  the  situ- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 

"Best  Pictures  of  War" 
Released  for  Newsreels 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — What  one  official  of 
the  Army's  Bureau  of  Public  Rela- 
tions described  as  "the  best  pictures 
of  the  war  so  far"  were  released 
last  night  to  the  newsreels  for  make- 
up today.  They  show  the  advance 
upon  Mateur   and  the   siege  of  and 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Can't  Motor  to  Pix 
In  Cuba  on  Friday 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail,  Passed  by 
Censor) — Automobile  owners  may  use 
their  cars  to  go  to  film  shows  any 
day  except  Fridays,  the  Office  of 
Price  Regulation  and  Supply  has  in- 
formed Edelberto  de  Carera,  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  of  Exhibitors. 
Measure  is  expected  to  help  the  local 
first-runs  which  have  experienced  a 
marked  drop  in  attendance,  due  part- 
ly to  a  ban  on  pleasure  driving. 


MANNING  TABLES  FOR  LABS.  URGED 

Step  Necessary  to  Protect  Trained  Personnel  When  Up  for 
Draft  Classification,  Collins  Warns 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington  —  Film  Laboratories 
were  urged  yesterday  by  Claude  R. 
Collins,  WAC  co-ordinator  here,  to 
fill  out  manning  tables  at  once  as  a 
means  to  protect  their  trained  per- 
sonnel as  they  come  up  for  classifi- 
cation by  selective  service  boards. 
Although  no  specific  classifications 
in  the  laboratories  have  been  named 
essential,  the  very  direct  benefit  of 
the  WMC  action  declaring  "develop- 
ment of  sensitized  film"  an  essential 


activity  can  be  taken  advantage  of 
without  delay,  Collins  said,  through 
filing  of  manning  tables. 

Prior  to  this  month,  film  labora- 
tories were  not  eligible  to  file  man- 
ning tables,  but  all  personnel  for 
which  clearance  was  asked  may  now 
receive  protection  through  the  use 
of  the  tables,  which  are  designed  to 
"schedule"  the  order  in  which  em- 
ployes may  be  released  to  the  Army. 
"Automatic  deferment  for  skilled 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Loew's  28-Week  Net 
Seen  Climbing  30% 


Net  earnings  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  after 
taxes  for  the  28  weeks  ended  March 
12  are  expected  to  be  more  than  30 
per  cent  higher  than  those  of  the 
corresponding  period  of  1941-42,  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


DuMont  Lab.  Reports  Net 
Of  $130,164  for  Last  Year 


Net  profit  of  $130,164.44,  after  tax 
provision  of  $60,000  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Allen  B.  DuMont  Lab- 
oratories, Inc.,  for  the  year  ended 
Jan.  2.      Net  sales  during  the  year 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


RKO  Net,  $1,925,819, 
K-A-0  Earns  $554,803 


RKO  Corp.  and  subsidiaries  for; 
the  first  quarter  of  1943,  ending 
April  3,  report  a  net  profit  after.all 
charges  of  $1,925,819.49  as^ic^m-1 
pared  with  $439,268.68  for  the'  same 
quarter  a  year  ago. 

Profit  from   operations  before  al- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Bars  Church  Censorship, 
Theater's  License  Revoked 


Detroit — Sharply  raising  the  issue 
of  whether  an  exhibitor  can  be  re- 
quired   to    submit   to   unofficial   cen- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


industry  Pension  Bill  in  Cuba 

Series  of  Trade  Levies  Would  Provide  Fund 


Menerov  Undetermined  on 
Universal  Merger  Stand 


Hearings  on  the  proposed  merger 
of  Universal  Pictures  Corp.  and  Uni- 
versal Corp.  opened  yesterday  be- 
fore Supreme  Court  Justice  William 
T.  Collins  and  will  be  continued  to- 
day. 

The   plan,   if  adopted,  would  ter- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  MARY  LOUISE  BLANCO 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail) — A  retire- 
ment and  pension  fund  for  workers 
in  the  Cuban  motion  picture  indus- 
try is  contemplated  under  a  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate.  Fund,  which 
would  be  administered  by  a  board 
of  13  directors  would  provide  bene- 
fits for  managers,  assistant  manag- 
ers,    exhibitors,     technicians,     era- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Defense  Counsel  See  Big 
Damage  Demands  Possible 
On  Basis  of  Court's  Views 


By  P.  R.  RUSSELL 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Nashville,  Tenn. — The  imme- 
diate possibility  of  heavy  suits 
for  damages  against  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  and  probably  against 
United  Artists  Corp.  as  a  result  of 
the  decree  handed  down  by  Federal 
Judge  Elmer  E.  Davies  holding  both 
the  exhibitors  and  the  distributors 
guilty  of  violating  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust law  is  admitted  by  defendant 
counsel  who  added  that  the  Crescent 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

WLB  Won't  Rule  in 
306-Circuits'  Dispute 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — With  labor  members 
dissenting,  the  War  Labor  Board  an- 
nounced this  morning  that  it  will 
not  take  jurisdiction  in  the  wage  dis- 
pute between  Local  306  of  the  mo- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


U.  K.  'Snow  White'  Re-issue 
To  Meet  'Escapist'  Demand 

Walt  Disney  plans  to  re-issue 
"Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs" 
in  England  next  Fall  in  answer  to 
the  demand  for  "escapist"  pictures, 
Reginald    Armour,    Disney's    Europ- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Tri-States  Grooming 
Feminine  Managers 

Des  Moines,  la. — Tri-States  The- 
ater Corp.  of  Des  Moines  is  groom- 
ing women  for  managerial  posts  by 
placing  them  as  assistant  managers 
in  some  of  the  key  theaters  to  learn 
the  duties  of  a  theater  manager. 
About  a  dozen  women  are  now 
working  in  such  positions  with  sev- 
eral alrealy  placed  as  managers.  The 
system  of  training  the  women  in  as- 
sistant manager  posts  eliminates  the 
necessity  of  operating  any  managerial 
training  schools. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Wednesday,    May    19) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 16'/4     16y4     16i/4     

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%)  163/4     163/8     1634+     34 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3 1/4       3Vs       3 1/4   +     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.        18%      18  18'/8      

East.    Kodak     170       169       169         

do    pfd 183       183       183  

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 22'/4     ZZVs     22i/4   +     Vs 

Loew's,  Inc 58         56%     58       +  1  % 

Paramount    26%     26V4     26%    +      % 

RKO     83/4       8I/4       8%   +     % 

RKO    $6    pfd 891/2     87         89'/4   +  2% 

20th    Century-Fox       .    21  20%     20%    +      % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30%     30%     30i/2    +      % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 171        171        171        +   1 

Warner  Bros 15  14l/2      15        +     % 

do     pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   76i/2     76i/2     76%   +     % 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  104        104       104         

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102  34   1021/2   102%  —     % 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 3%       3%       33/8      

Radio-Keith  cvs l'/2        13/8        1 1/2    -f-      % 

Sonotone   Corp 4  4  4  .    . 

Technicolor     13  12%      13        +      % 

Trans-Lux 3%       3  3%-f-      % 

Universal   Corp.  vtc.        18  18  18  

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 71%     74 

COMING   AND   GOINC  

ALEC    MOSS,    Paramount  exploitation    manager, 
is   back   from   a   tour  around   the   country. 


"Merrier"  Gets  Extra  Time 

Columbia  reported  yesterday  that 
"The  More  the  Merrier"  has  chalked 
up  the  greatest  number  of  holdovers 
ever  brought  in  by  one  of  the  com- 
pany's pix  within  its  first  week  of  re- 
lease. The  Music  Hall  here  is  hold- 
ing the  pic,  along  with  25  others 
thus  far.  Columbia  also  has  a 
local  holdover  in  "The  Desperadoes" 
at  the  Criterion. 


Drafting  of  Newsreel  Editor 
By  Local  Board  Protested 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Refusal  of  a  local 
board  in  the  New  York  area  to  grant 
deferment  in  the  case  of  a  newsreel 
makeup  editor  brought  a  sharp  tele- 
graphic protest  to  Selective  Service 
Director  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey. 
Although  Selective  Service  bul- 
letins of  essential  jobs  and  es- 
sential activities  included  this 
man's  job,  his  local  board  refused  to 
be  guided  by  the  bulletin,  and,  as  a 
result,  national  hearquarters  has 
taken  the  only  action  open  to  it — that 
of  ordering  a  review  of  the  case  by 
the  New  York  State  Selective  Ser- 
vice Director.  The  essential  listings 
are  not  binding  upon  local  boards, 
merely  providing  guidance  to  them. 
Individual  appeals  are  perhaps  the 
only  recourse  left  to  the  newsreels. 

In  the  meantime,  newsreels  are  finding  their 
manpower  problem  getting  more  and  more 
serious,  as  the  deferments  to  which  they  were 
entitled  on  the  basis  of  Selective  Service  policy 
come  to  an  end.  A  number  of  newsreel  work- 
ers were  deferred  for  specified  periods  several 
months  ago  because  their  jobs  were  listed  by 
Selective  Service  as  essential  to  the  war 
effort.  These  deferments,  like  all  deferments, 
were  only  temporary,  but  apparently  the 
newsreels  have  neglected  the  training  of  com- 
petent replacements  for  these  men.  This  is 
particularly  'true    of    cutters    and    writers. 


Columbia  Associates  to 
Fete  Harold  Sachs  Today 


Prior  to  his  departure  for  Fort 
Dix,  Pvt.  Harold  Sachs,  formerly  as- 
sistant to  M.  J.  Weisfeldt  of  Colum- 
bia, will  today  be  tendered  a  lunch- 
eon at  Hickory  House. 

Among  those  who  will  attend  are :  Jack 
Cohn,  A.  Schneider,  A.  Montague,  N.  B. 
Spingold,  Rube  Jackter.  J.  A.  McConville, 
L.  J.  Barbano,  Leo  Jaffe,  M.  J.  Weisfeldt, 
Maurice     Grad,     George     Josephs,     Hank     C. 


Coast  Operators  Local  150 
Asks  2-Yr.  Pact,  Wage  Rise 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Members  of  Motion 
Picture  Operators  Local  150  work- 
ing in  local  first-run  houses  who  are 
being  paid  $2.10  an  hour  for  a  36- 
hour  week  of  six  days  are  asking 
for  a  two-year  contract  and  a  raise 
of  30  cents  an  hour  for  the  first  year 
and  an  additional  15  cents  an  hour 
for  the  second  year.  They  also  want 
time  and  a  half  overtime. 

Their  demands  have  been  discussed 
by  representatives  of  Fox  West 
Coast,  Warner  Bros.  Theaters  and 
RKO,  but  no  definite  action  has  been 
taken  as  yet.  If  their  request  are 
approved  pay  tilt  would  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  War  Labor  Board 
for  final  certification. 


PRC  Productions  Name 
Of  PRC's  Producing  Co. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — PRC  Productions  will 
be  name  of  the  producing  company 
to  be  formed  by  Producers  Releasing 
Corporation. 

First  of  between  six  and  eight  pic- 
tures to  be  made  by  PRC  Produc- 
tions will  be  "Berlin  Revolts,"  which 
will  deal  with  the  final  phase  of  the 
war  in  Germany.  The  second  will  be 
"Cry  of  Youth"  and  the  third  and 
ambitious  musical,  "Oh,  Say  Can  You 
Sing." 


Kaufman,  Bernie  Zeeman,  Vincent  Borelli, 
Seth  Raisler,  William  Brennan,  Joseph  Frei- 
berg, Al  Seligman,  M.  Wormser,  Floyd  Weber, 
frving  Moross,  Max  Seligman,  Arnold  Picker, 
Jack  Segal,  John  Kane,  Al  Schwartz,  Sam 
Reice,  Irving  Sherman,  Dave  O'Malley,  Jack 
Meyers,  Sid  Alexander,  Frank  P.  Rosenberg. 
Harry  Foster,  Max  Cohn,  Daniel  Heiss,  Ben 
Blake,  Herb  Smith,  Vince  McGrath.  Bernie 
Birnbaum,   F.    I.   Jantz   and   C.    O.    Slenker. 


Screen  and  Stage 


By  BRADFORD  F.   SWAN 


"Film  Daily's"  motion  picture  year 
book  for  1943  arrived  yesterday. 
Glancing  through  it  for  odd  bits  of 
information — it's  really  a  stupendous 
compendium  of  movie  facts — I  ran 
across  something  that  surprised  me. 
%     %     ^ 

There  were  fewer  pictures  re- 
leased last  year  than  in  any  year 
since  1917 — as  far  back  as  the 
records  go.  Releases  in  this  coun- 
try totalled  533  pictures,  as  com- 
pared with  687  back  in  1917  and 
the  high  marks  of  841  in  1918  and 
834  in  1928.  The  number  of  releases 
has  been  decreasing  steadily  since 
1935. 

The  major  companies  turned  out 
358   films   last   year   and    the   inde- 
pendent companies   175. 
*     *     * 

It  may  interest  some  readers  to 
know  that  the  major  companies 
made  an  average  of  220  prints  of  each 
picture.    Columbia  released   the   larg- 


est number  of  pictures,  59;  Universal 
was  second  with  56. 

While  there  were  fewer  films  in 
1942,  more  of  them  were  in  color. 
Seven  companies  turned  out  25  pic- 
tures in  Technicolor. 

Film  Daily's  poll  of  the  critics  on 
certain  questions  turned  up  items  of 
interest.  For  one  thing,  the  critics 
suggested  more  American  history 
films,  which,  in  the  light  of  The  New 
York  Times  survey  of  college  stu- 
dents' knowledge  of  the  subject, 
seems  like  a  better  suggestion  than 
ever. 

*     *     * 

Answering  a  question  as  to  what 
they  considered  the  most  urgent 
need  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try today,  most  of  the  critics  called, 
as  in  the  past,  for  better  writing 
and  new  stories.  Next  came  a  de- 
mand for  the  elimination  of  dual 
features  and  for  fewer  low  budget 
pictures. 


Reprinted  from  the   Providence,   R.    I.,   Evening  Bulletin,   May   5,    1943. 


COminC  and  come 


E.  T.  GOMERSALL,  Universal's  assistant  gen- 
eral   sales    manager,    leaves    today    for    Chicago. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  general  manager  of  Trans 
Lux  Theaters,  will  be  in  Washington  today  and 
tomorrow. 

NAT  WOLF,  Warners'  Cleveland  zone  man- 
ager,   is    in    New    York. 

GEORGE   HALE   departs   for  the  Coast   to 

B.  B.  KREISLER,  Universal  short  subjects 
manager,  returns  to  town  today  from  a  visit  to 
company  exchanges  in  Dallas,  Indianapolis,  Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER' 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue   #    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine   Seats    Reserved.    Circle    8-4600 
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A  20th  CENTURY. 
■a»J..     FOX   PICTURE 


In  Person 


"CHINA" 

A    Paramount   Picture 

starring 
Loretta  Alan 

YOUNG     •      LADD 

PARAMOUNT     Times  S.p. 


BOBBY 
SHERWOOD 

and   his   orchestra 

EXTRA! 

Golden    Gate    Quartet 


W.if.TH+fflj 

Rosalind      Russell        .        Fred     MacMurray 

FLIGHT  FOR  FREEDOM' 

and  

'MYSTERIOUS  DOCTOR' 

JOHN      LODER     .     ELEANOR     PARKER 

p 


^.STRTE 


On  Screen 

"THREE  HEARTS 
FOR  JULIA" 

ANN    SOTHERN 
MELVYN    DOUGLAS 


ir^THE  OX-BOW 
INCIDENT  " 

a  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
starring  HENRY  FONDA 


RIVOLI 


Thursday,  May  20,  1943 


#$ 


DAILY 


Operator  Shortage  in 
Canadian  Maritimes 


',"d  C 
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(Continued  from  Page   1) 

cessity  of  closing  some  houses  un- 
less the  Dominion  Government 
changes  its  attitude  toward  theaters, 
considers  them  essential  to  pub- 
ind  service  morale. 
Replacing  operators  who  have 
been  ill  or  injured  has  been  very 
difficult,  and  increasingly  so  in  re- 
cent months.  There  have  been 
cases  of  provincial  censor  boards 
coming  to  the  aid  of  exhibitors  by 
obtaining  special  leaves  for  soldiers, 
sailors  and  airmen,  from  their  units, 
to  fill  in  for  theater  projectionists 
who  have  been  forced  out  of  the 
booths  because  of  illness  or  injury. 
Such  substitutes  are  licensed  opera- 
tors who  enlisted  or  were  drafted. 

Film  exhibitors  fear  that  opera- 
tors will  be  taken  from  them  be- 
cause of  their  knowledge  of  elec- 
trical work,  and  assigned  to  muni- 
tions, airplane  and  shipbuilding 
plants.  Theatermen  complain  that 
the  prevailing  shortage  of  booth  help 
has  been  complicated  by  the  success 
of  the  union  locals  in  making  the 
ranks  of  licensed  operators  almost 
a  closed  corporation.  This,  by  stif- 
fening the  examinations  so  that  very, 
very  few  can  pass  the  formidable 
tests,  and  thus  discouraging  ap- 
prentices. Efforts  are  being  made 
by  exhibitors  to  secure  modification 
of  the  exams  and  also  to  lift  the  ban 
on  women  and  girls  being  accepted 
for  the  booths. 

With  the  marked  trend  toward  the 
war  industry  centers,  theaters  in  the 
smaller  towns  and  villages  are  par- 
ticularly affected  by  the  scarcity  of 
operators,  some  of  whom  have  gone 
into  defense  industries,  on  their  own 
account.  So  few  are  relief  ops  that 
a  number  of  boothmen  are  doing  en- 
durance duty,  and  even  when  indis- 
posed have  to  work  or  the  theater 
must  be  closed. 


Agnew  Lists  Para/s  Next  5 

Paramount's  next  group  of  five 
releases  were  announced  yesterday 
by  Neil  Agnew,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production.  Titles  are: 
"So  Proudly  We  Hail,"  "Dixie," 
"Submarine  Alert,"  "Henry  Aldrich 
Swings  It"  and  "Alaska  Highway." 


James    Stewart 

Mitchell  Rawson 

Leon   Schlesinger 

Johnny  Arthur 

Virginia    Sale 


Harry    Goldberg 

E.  B.  Derr 
H.    Lee    Hugunin 

Gail    Silleg 
Martin    R.   Koerner 


Lookin'  At  What's  Cookin': 

•  •      •     ONE  for  the  book: When  a  trade  paper  scribe  called 

a  well-known  motion  picture  law  firm  to  ask  the  first  name  of  one  of  the 
partners,  a  secretary  replied.  "Sorry,  but  we  can't  give  out  confidential 
information".  ...  •  Austin  Keough  on  the  sick  list.  ...  •  Likewise 
Jack  (RKO  Radio)  Level.  ...     •   John  Hicks  back  after  a  grippe  siege. 

•  Alfred  Hitchcock  shooting  background  scenes  for  "Lifeboat"  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  ...  •  Bob  O'Donnell  expects  a  good  Hooper 
rating  on  Texas  Interstate's  weekly  radio  show.  ...  •  You  can  look 
for  a  revival  of  the  Kansas  City  Variety  Club  next  Fall.  ...  •  George 
Schaefer  prolonging  his  stay  on  the  Coast  (he  was  due  back  last  week). 

•  Trade  paper  boys  and  home  office  press  contacts  holding  a  luncheon 
for  Sherry  Kane  tomorrow.  ...      •    Mary  Pickford  off  for  Toronto  today. 

•  Travel  Note:  When  Socker  Coe  and  his  wife  returned  from  Florida 
recently,  they  arrived  via  a  troop  train.  ...  •  Glowing  example  of 
Virgil's  "dux,  femina  facti":  Subscribing  to  FILM  DAILY  and  its  new  Year 
Book, — Mrs.  D.  M.  Shaver.  Shaver  Theater,  Shavertown,  Pa.  .  .      •   Herbert 

Crooker  joins  Metro's  h.o.  publicity  dept.  Monday He's  recently  been 

associate  director  of  a  studio  creating  commercial  photography,  and  be- 
fore that  director  of  the  Macfadden  studios Previously,  he  was  east- 
ern publicity  director  for  Warners.  ...  •  For  release  Decoration  Day, 
U's  "Mister  Big,"  starring  young  Donald  O'Connor,  will  be  prize  decora- 
tion for  pic  screens Opus  was  originally  titled  "School  for  Jive" 

When  'twas  screened  on  the  Coast,  this  O'Connor  youngster  was  so  sen 
sational  that  he  got  top  billing  spot,  and  Associate  Producer  Ken  Gold- 
smith put  the  film  back  in  work  for  more  O'Connor  sequences This 

whole  affair  is  unique  in  cinema  angles,  in  that  instead  of  the  studio 
thrusting  a  newcomer  on  the  public,  the  latter  is  thrusting  the  player  on 
themselves 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     FILM    GUI  TINGS: There    was    a    derided    pie    biz 

flavor  to  the  marvelous  "1  Am  An  American  Day"  up  on  the  Central 
Park  Mall,  what  with  l:vel\n  Lee  Jones,  wife  of  Republic's  Charles  Reed 
Jones,  the  only  meml/ei  of  the  committee  not  n  City  employe;  and  the 
following  firms  who  did  so  much  to  make  the  ceremonies  the  grand  suc- 
cess they  were—Loew's  Theaters,  National  Screen  Service,  Paramount 
Theaters  Service  Corp.,  and  RKO  Service  Corp.  ...  «  The  Michael 
Daniel,  who  penned  the  book  "ABC  of  the  USSR,"  is  its  publisher,  A.  P. 
Waxman The  fascinating  li'l  volume  is  loaded  with  good  Amer- 
ican common  sense,  presented  straight  from  the  shoulder,  anent  Rus- 
sia  Uncle  Joe  Stalin  is  correctly  appraised  as  neither  the  wearer  of 

halo  or  horns Get  a  copy It's  a   helluva  lot  of  wisdom  for 

two  bits.  ...  •  Pie  dignitaries  on  the  honorary  committee  of  the  Can- 
teen Ball  for  the  benefit  of  Father  Duffy  Canteen,  Inc.,  include  Spyros 

Skouras,  Dave  Selznick,  Frank  Buck,  and  Lew  Lehr The  event  is 

being  staged  by  Pat  Powers,  a?id  takes  place  on  May  29  at  the  Hotel 

Astor Harry  Brandt   is  chairman   of  the  arrangements  committee 

Tickets  priced  at  $5.50  each,  tax  included,  are  on  sale  at  Canteen 

Ball  Headquarters  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  and  at  offices  of  Father  Duffy 
Canteen,  219  West  44th  St.  ...  •  James  R.  Grainger  gets  back  in 
town  some  day  next  week.  ...  #  Jack  (RKO  Radio)  Lewis  is  painting 
his  sail  boat,  while  many  a  pic  industry  power  cruiser  owner  is  painting 
for  sale  on  his  own  boat.  ...  9  Al  Gollas,  B  if  K  circuit  service  con- 
tact man  out  in  Chi,  is  in  Michael  Reese  Hospital  there  to  undergo  a 
serious  operation.  ...  9  Speaking  of  Chi, 'Kenny  Ryan,  son  of  Warner 
Theaters  exec.  Charles  Ryan,  has  been  made  a  member  of  the  Army 
band  at  Ft.  McClellan,  Ala. 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Industry  Pension 
Measure  in  Cuba 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ployes  of  theaters,  laboratories,  dis- 
tributors, producers,  the  trade  press, 
equipment  and   supply  companies. 

Capital  would  be  raised  via  a  ser- 
ies of  levies  on  practically  every 
phase  of  the  industry,  headed  by  a 
three  per  cent  withholding  of  wages. 
Plan  calls  for  retirement  benefits  at 
60  years,  provided  the  person  has 
been  in  the  industry  for  15  years  or 
for  retirement  after  25  years  service. 
Incapacitated  workers  would  be  also 
eligible  for  benefits.  Retired  work- 
ers would  receive  a  minimum  of  $60 
and  a  maximum  of  $150  a  month. 

Taxes  contemplated  to  build  up  the 
fund  include:  the  cost  of  two  admis- 
sion taxes  daily  for  all  Cuban  the- 
aters; one  per  cent  of  each  com- 
pany's total  payroll;  one  per  cent  of 
daily  film  rentals  received  by  dis- 
tributors; one  per  cent  of  all  freight 
charges  on  films,  advertising  acces- 
sories and  theater  equipment  for  use 
in  theaters  outside  of  Havana;  total 
amount  of  any  pay  increases  on  the 
first  payday;  one  per  cent  of  all 
trade  press  and  theater  advertising- 
costs;  one  per  cent  of  all  industry 
printing;  one  per  cent  of  rentals  on 
buildings  used  by  the  industry;  one 
per  cent  on  all  laboratory  work;  the 
total  amount  of  all  fines  for  infrac- 
tions of  laws  affecting  the  industry, 
and  the  receipts  for  charitable  exhi- 
bitions. 


Subpoena  Balaban,  Coston 

Chicago — John  Balaban  of  the  B  & 
K  circuit  and  James  Coston,  Warner 
zone  manager  here,  have  been  sub- 
poenaed to  appear  at  the  hearing 
for  the  removal  to  New  York  of  the 
defendants  in  the  Government  film 
racketeering  case.  The  hearing  will 
be  held  on  Monday  before  Commis- 
sioner Edwin  Walker.  M-G-M's  Louis 
B.  Mayer  has  accepted  service  for 
the  hearing.  Other  film  execs,  were 
served  with  summonses  yesterday. 


Quicker  on  "Triyyer" 
Than  Roy  Royers  Is! 

Strategic  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Repub- 
lic's solon,  wasn't  fooling  when  he 
declared  recently  his  intention  to 
build  Roy  Rogers  into  a  status  of 
preeminence  among  prairie  pic  lum- 
inaries. Most  recent  Yates  coup  is 
a  coast-to-coast  24-sheet  campaign 
on  Rogers  as  a  personality, — said  to 
be  the  first  time  such  exploitation 
has  been  carried  on  in  behalf  of  a 
star,  without  even  mention  of  a  par- 
ticular attraction,  although  a  supple- 
mentary campaign  in  newspapers,  fan 
and  general  mags  will  flag  Rogers' 
epics,  "Heart  of  the  Golden  West," 
"Idaho,"  "King  of  the  Cowboys," 
"Song  of  Texas,"  and  "Silver  Spurs." 
Keys  and  sub-keys  will  be  posted 
fully  by  June  15.  Art  work  for  the 
24-sheet  is  by  Hap  Hadley  and  is 
tremendously   effective. 
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Book  '•Prelude  To  War" I    The  Film 
That  Made  Our  Troops  Fighting  Mad! 


DAILY 
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WLB  Won't  Rule  in 
306-Circuils'  Dispute 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  picture  operators  union  AFL, 
and  major  New  York  circuits.  The 
board  said  it  would  not  "allow  its 
powers  and  facilities  to  be  used  for 
evading  the  obligations  of  a  bona- 
fide  collective  bargaining  agree- 
ment." 

The  union  sought  wage  increases 
in  addition  to  those  called  for  in  its 
contract  to  bring  the  actual  increase 
to  the  15  per  cent  called  for  in  the 
Little  Steel  formula.  This  difference 
would  approximate  six  per  cent  for 
all  companies.  The  existing  con- 
tract between  the  union  and  the  cir- 
cuits took  effect  in  August,  1935,  for 
a  10-year  period. 

Loew's,  RKO,  Paramount,  War- 
ners, Randforce  and  Skouras  are  the 
circuits  involved.  About  1,100  pro- 
jectionists employed  by  173  theaters 
in  the  New  York  area  are  covered 
by   the   contract. 

The  contract  originally  called  for 
the  reopening  of  the  wage  questions 
every  two  years,  but  that  provision 
was  eliminated  in  1939  in  an  agree- 
ment on  three  fixed  percentage  in- 
creases to  be  granted  each  six 
months  instead  of  every  two  years 
for  the  life  of  the  contract.  The  re- 
port to  the  board  from  Jessie  Freei- 
din,  WLB  associate  general  counsel 
who  heard  the  appeal  for  jusridic- 
tion  about  two  months  ago,  said  that 
the  union  failed  to  show  any  reason 
"why  the  board  should  depart  from 
the  unquestionably  sound  policy  that 
it  will  not  permit  its  power  and  fa- 
cilities to  be  invoked  by  either  man- 
agement or  labor  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  obligations  of  a  bona 
fide  collective  bargaining  agree- 
ment. 


Menerov  Undetermined  on 
Universal  Merger  Stand 
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minate  the  minority  stockholders 
suit,  Posen  vs.  Universal  Pictures. 
Joseph  Menerov,  who  said  he  rep- 
resented between  5,000  and  7,000 
shareholders,  stated  yesterday  in 
court  that  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind  yet  whether  he  would  oppose 
or  approve  the  merger.  On  the 
other  hand,  Joseph  Proskauer,  coun- 
sel for  the  defendants,  declared  that 
unless  the  merger  went  through  the 
stock  held  by  the  plaintiffs  might 
become  worthless.  Proskauer 
praised  the  officers  of  Universal  Pic- 
tures who,  he  said,  turned  a  losing 
organization  into  a  profitable  com- 
pany. 

Under  the  plan,  the  holder  of  each 
share  of  common  stock  of  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  not  owned  by  the 
corporation,  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive three  shares  of  common  stock 
of  the  new  Universal  Pictures  Co., 
Inc.  One  stockholder  contended 
that  the  offer  was  too  much  and  that 
one  share  should  be  exchanged  for 
less  than  three  shares  in  the  new 
company.  Other  stockholders,  how- 
ever,  expressed  approval. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

JACK  BARNETT,  Fox  Movietonews,  awarded  the 
Purple  Heart  in  the  African  area.  He  was 
wounded   in  action. 

LT.  NICHOLAS  B.  KEHOE,  JR.,  Air  Corps,  form- 
erly, Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  Air 
Medal  for  "extraordinary  achievement"  while 
on    anti-submarine    patrol. 

SCT.  CHARLES  R.  TERRY,  Air  Corps,  formerly, 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  Air  Medal 
for  "exceptional  meritorious  service  on 
USAAF  bombing  planes." 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

HARRY  STORIN,  JR.,  son  of  the  advertising- 
publicity  head  of  the  Carroll  Circuit,  to 
corporal. 


GEORGE  E.  SHELLEY,  former  FILM  DAILY 
correspondent,    Harrisburg,    Pa.,    to   corporal. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  * 

DR.  LEO  HANDEL,  director,  Motion  Picture  Re- 
search Bureau  and  research  consultant, 
Metro. 

EVERT  C.  LARSON,  Paramount  Theater,  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

KERMIT  CARR,  manager,  Paramount  Theater, 
Waterloo,    la. 

CEORGE  DANEK,  manager,  Stratford  Theater, 
Chicago. 

JAMES  LANDINO,  manager,  Commodore  Hull 
Theater,  Derby,  Conn. 

JOSEPH  DALTON,  assistant  manager,  Orpheum, 
Wilkes-Barre,    Pa. 

ROBERT  THOMAS,  Comerford  Circuit,  Philadel- 
phia. 


Manning  Tables 
For  Labs.  Urged 
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technicians  for  a  year  or  longer 
may  result,"  said  Collins. 

In  a  letter  to  Nick  Tronolone, 
chairman  of  the  Laboratories  De- 
fense Committee,  Collins  revealed 
that  WMC  investigators  are  still  ob- 
serving film  laboratory  operations  in 
New  York,  preparatory  to  recom- 
mending specific  jobs  for  the  essen- 
tial bracket.  An  official  of  the  WMC 
Essential  Activities  Committee  told 
The  Film  Daily  last  week  that  he 
was  uncertain  that  specific  jobs 
would  be  listed,  since  the  listing  of 
the  activity  itself  afforded  the  lab- 
oratories ample  protection,  but  he 
has  since  changed  his  mind  and  now 
considers  the  naming  of  specific  jobs 
probable. 

The  seven  jobs  for  which  clearance 
as  essential  have  been  asked  include 
the  following:  negative  cutter,  film 
timer,  film  printer,  film  developer, 
film  inspector,  sound  and  laboratory 
engineer  and  equipment  mainte- 
nance technician. 


Bars  Church  Censorship, 
Theater's  License  Revoked 
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sorship,  Mayor  Jeffries  of  this  city 
has  revoked  the  license  of  the  Stone 
theater,  Woodward  Ave.  house,  be- 
cause of  the  alleged  failure  of  Milton 
Jacobson,  its  operator,  to  submit 
stills  and  house  front  exploitation 
for  censorship  by  the  pastor  of  the 
Woodward  Avenue  Baptist  church 
across  the  street. 

Jacobson's  intentions  are  not 
known.  He  has  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  circuit  court.  His  license  may 
be    re-issued    to    another    operator. 


Phil  Williams  Recovers 

P.  A.  Williams,  M  of  T  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director,  has  re- 
turned to  his  desk  after  being  away 
for  seven  weeks  due  to  illness.  Af- 
ter 15  days  in  the  hospital  where 
he  had  three  blood  transfusions,  he 
recuperated  in  the  Berkshires  and 
at  his  Hartsdale  residence. 


Loew's  28-Week  Net 
Seen  Climbing  30% 
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Wall  Street  Journal  predicted  yes- 
terday, basing  its  estimate  on  au- 
thentic information.  On  this  basis, 
the  Journal  asserted,  the  showing 
this  year  should  be  in  excess  of  $4 
a  share,  compared  with  a  net  equal 
to  $2.91  a  share  for  the  28  weeks 
ended  March  12,   1942. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  extent 
of  the  upswing  in  motion  picture 
profits  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
Loew's  profit  before  taxes  is  run- 
ning 80  per  cent  to  90  per  cent  ahead 
of  a  year  ago.  Record  theater  at- 
tendance and  a  series  of  successful 
pictures  were  given  as  the  reasons 
for  the  gains. 

U.  K.  'Snow  White'  Re-issue 
To  Meet  'Escapist'  Demand 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ean  managing  director,  said  yester- 
day. Armour  arrived  from  England 
on  Monday. 

"Snow  White"  still  holds  the  rec- 
ord gross  for  a  Disney  subject  in 
England  where  it  grossed  $1,600,000. 
Armour  said  he  expected  "Bambi" 
to  rank  second  to  "Snow  White"  in 
gross  business.  The  single  reeler 
"Der  Fuehrer's  Face"  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  shorts  now  showing  in 
England,  Armour  said,  and  will  out- 
gross  "Three  Little  Pigs"  which  for-" 
merly  held  the  record. 

Armour  confirmed  all  stories  about 
the  big  theater  business  in  Eng- 
land, declaring  that  the  houses  are 
packed  at  all  times.  He  said  the 
British  people  were  definitely  "fed 
up"  on  war  themes  and  were  de- 
manding only  light  dramas  or  out- 
and-out   escapist  comedies. 

Armour  will  be  here  about  six 
week  and  will  then  return  to  Lon- 
don. 


20th-Fox  Hosts  Exhibitors 

Twentieth-Fox  has  arranged  a  spe- 
cial screening  of  "Coney  Island"  at 
the  home  office  this  morning  and  a 
luncheon  to  follow  at  the  Astor  Ho- 
tel for  some  60  exhibitors  and  circuit 
executives  in  the  New  York  area. 


Subsequents  Getting 
Cream  of  Cuban  Biz 
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ation  and  industry  leaders  are  at 
loss  to  find  a  way  out. 

Latest  attempt  of  the  initial  ru 
operators  —  reduction  of  admissic 
scales  from  60-80  cents  to  /  )  " 
cents  including  the  new  taxe^„  .c- 
not  worked  and  observers  belie"\ 
that  some  75  per  cent  of  the  publ 
cannot  pay  first-run  prices  becau; 
of  the  high  cost  of  living. 

In  the  meantime,  third  and  fourtl 
runs  report  the  best  business  i 
months.  Typical  is  the  experienc 
of  the  Valcarce  Circuit  whose  tc 
house,  the  America,  with  a  goc 
first-run  release  last  week  drew  let 
than  the  circuit's  third-run  Rad: 
Cine  with  two  old  revivals. 

Transportation  difficulties,  due  pr 
marily  to  the  shortage  of  gasolin 
and  a  partial  blackout  in  the  sul 
urbs  where  the  well-to-do  live  ai 
other   contributing   factors. 


DuMont  Lab.  Reports  Net 
Of  $130,164  for  Last  Year 
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were    $2,172,824.19.       Company    n\ 
vealed    that    shipments    during    tr ' 
first   quarter   of   1943   were   slightl 
in    excess    of    $1,000,000    compare; 
with  $260,000  in  the  first  1942  qua] 
ter. 

Regarding  DuMont's  television  a< 
tivity,  the  annual  report  states:  "W 
are  now  operating  our  New  Yor 
television  transmitter  (W2XWV)  ol 
a  regularly  scheduled  basis  and  ha\ 
gained  much  experience  over  the  pa; 
year  which  will  result  in  improve 
equipment  and  methods  which  wi 
be  available  for  commercial  oper£ 
tion  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilitie 
We  believe  that  upon  the  resumi 
tion  of  television  manufacture  a  cor ' 
siderable  improvement  will  resu 
from  the  intensive  development  c 
this  and  other  companies  during  tr. 
war  period. 

"There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  r 
cently     in     the     attitude     of     industry     leade 
and  government  officials  toward  television,  ai  I 
predictions  are  being  made  that  television  w  I 
be  one  of  the  large  industries  to   take  up  tl  I 
slack  of  the   post-war  period." 

The  report  discloses  that  additional  pate 
applications  were  filed  during  the  year  ai 
the  corporation  now  has  41  issued  paten 
which  cover  the  major  technical  advanc 
made    by    its    lab. 

Indicating      that      DuMont's     facilities     a  j 
now   taken   up   with   the   manufacture   of   rad 
equipment     for     the     war     effort,     the     repo 
states:     "During    1942     the    corporation    co 
tinued   to   devote   practically    its   entire   labor 
tory    and    manufacturing    facilities    to    fill    tl 
requirements   of   the   Army   and   Navy   and   1  i 
suppliers.         In     order     to     take     care     of    tl 
increased    demand    for   our    products    we    ha- 
enlarged    our    facilities    so    that    we    have    a 
proximately  three  times  as  much  floor  space 
we  had  a  year  ago.     The  number  of  employ 
increased     during     this     period     from     185 
513." 

Seventy-three  DuMont  employes  hat 
joined  the  U.  S.  armed  forces,  the  repo  I 
states. 

B  &  L's  Harry  Moody  Dead 

Rochester— Harry    S.    Moody,    7 
industrial  manager  of  the  Bausch 
Lomb  Optical   Co.,  died  here. 


BY  PUBLIC  DEMAND! 


feQ 


It's  on  the  air!  It's  in  the  press!  No  wonder  the  public  eagerly  awaits 
this  famed  Academy  Award-winning  production.  TheyVe  heard 
praises  from  such  widely  syndicated  celebrities  as  Walter  Winchell, 
John  Gunther,  Dorothy  Thompson,  H.  V.  Kaltenborn  and  many 
others.  Six  million  American  fighting  men  the  world  over  saw  it— and 
saw  red!  130  million  Americans  on  the  home  front  want  to  see  it  too!' 


The  U.  S.  Government  presents  "Prelude  To  War."  Release  May  27th. 
War  Dept.  prints  gratis.  Exciting  accessories  from  National  Screen  Service. 
Sponsored  by  the  War  Activities  Committee  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry,  1501   Broadway,  N.  Y.  C. 


Where  to  book  it:  Columbia — Boston,  Des  Moines,  Los  Angeles.  M-G-M 
— Detroit,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh.  Paramount — 
Albany,  Cincinnati,  Denver,  Oklahoma  City,  San  Francisco.  RKO — 
Dallas,  New  York,  Seattle.  Republic — Charlotte.  20th  Century-Fox — 
Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Milwaukee,  Washington.  UA — Indian- 
apolis, Kansas  City.  Universal — Minneapolis,  Portland.  Warner  Bros. — 
Atlanta,  New  Haven,  Omaha,  St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City. 
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Suit  Wave  in  Wake 
Of  Crescent  Decree! 
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decision  may  set  off  a  round  of  such 
suits   throughout  the  county. 

It  is  admitted  that  any  one  of  all 
of  a  dozen  independent  theater  op- 
erators by  hiring  an  attorney  and 
providing  him  with  copies  of  Judge 
Davies'  decree  and  his  "findings  of 
fact"  in  the  Crescent  case,  can  pro- 
duce a  serious  threat  to  big  damages 
to   the  losing  defendants. 

Kecords  in  the  Crescent  case  re- 
veal the  names  of  the  following  men 
who  might  be  expected  to  profit  by 
the  decision;  each  sold  theaters  to 
Crescent  and  signed  "non-competi- 
tion" agreements  for  periods  of  5 
to  15  years. 

William  P.  Miller,  Rogersville, 
Tenn.;  Max  Buchanan,  Athens,  Ala.; 
Tim1  Smith,  Harriman,  Tenn.;  J.  W. 
Walter  Beymer,  Copperhill,  Tenn.; 
J.  E.  Taylor,  Mitchell,  N.  C;  W.  F. 
Roth,  Baird  Newport,  Tenn.;  Bobbie 
Farley  and  Jack  Crawford,  Gadene, 
Ala.;  C.  G.  Lawing,  Brownsville; 
V.  R.  and  Andy  Anderson,  F.  L.  May 
and  C.  P.  Taylor,  Hopkinsville,  Ky.; 
J.  D.  Henry,  Joe  and  Edward  B. 
Wiley,  Union  City,  Tenn.,  and  E.  W. 
Dozier,   Earlington,  Ky. 

Judge  Davies  in  his .  decree  de- 
clared all  existing  "non-competitive" 
agreements  null  and  void.  Two  or 
more  of  the  independents,  accord- 
ing to  the  records,  wrote  complain- 
ing letters  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  and  these  letters  are  said  to 
have  been  largely  responsible  for 
the  investigation  and  subsequent  ac- 
tion against   Crescent. 

It  is  believed  that  this  possible 
aftermath  of  damage  suits  will  add 
very  much  to  the  defendants'  need 
to  continue  to  fight  against  the  de- 
cision. 

Miller,  of  Rogersville,  and  Max 
Buchanan,  of  Athens,  Ala.,  might  be 
expected  to  seek  damages  against 
United  Artists  since  the  judge's 
decision  charges  that  UA  "combined" 
with  exhibitors  to  "freeze"  them  out 
of  competition.  Although  20th-Fox 
and  others  of  the  "Big  Five"  were 
eliminated  as  defendants,  there  is 
testimony  in  the  records  that  may 
implicate  them  in  damage  actions 
against  exhibitors,  it  was  pointed 
out  by  attorneys  yesterday. 


Mary  Pickford  to  Canada 

More  than  $40,000  already  has 
been  subscribed  by  Toronto  citizens 
for  child  war  victim  relief  through 
the  Mary  Pickford  Honeymoon  Bung- 
alow Project,  Miss  Pickford  was 
informed  yesterday.  Miss  Pickford 
is  planning  to  leave  for  Canada 
today  to  help  raise  an  additional 
sum  of  $125,000  for  three  British 
war   victims    funds. 


Siegel  Leaving  Paramount 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DMLY 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  grant- 
ed Sol  C.  Siegel  his  request  for  a 
release  from  his  contract  as  a  pro- 
ducer to  accept  an  important  post 
with    another   studio. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


MILTON      SCHOSBERG,      manager,      RKO-Schine 

Empire,    Syracuse,    N.    Y. 
KENNETH      ISAACS,     shipping     clerk,     Warners, 

Washington. 
FRANK   HUDGINS,    manager,   Warwick,    Newport 

News,    Va. 
GENE    MASON,    assistant,    New    Wells,    Norfolk, 

Va. 
CHARLES  HUNTER,  staff,  Byrd  Theater,  Norfolk, 

Va. 

HARRY  SCHARR,  relief  manager,  Petersburg 
Theaters,   Richmond,   Va. 

STAFFORD  PRICE,  Capitol  Theater,  Richmond, 
Va. 

LOUIS  COLLIER,  Westhampton  Theater,  Rich- 
mond,   Va. 

BILL  SYNCOOP,   shipper,   Columbia,   New  Haven. 

WALTER  HIGCINS,  booker,  Prudential  Theaters, 
New    Haven. 

NEIL  WETY,  manager,  Pickwick  Theater,  Green- 
wich,   Conn. 


RKO  Net,  $1,925,819, 
K-A-0  Earns  $554,803 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lowance  for  depreciation  of  $323,- 
426.55,  provision  of  $1,406,454.54  for 
income  taxes  and  dividend  of  $13,- 
000.75  paid  during  the  period  on  7 
per  cent  preferred  stock  of  a  sub- 
sidiary in  the  hands  of  the  public 
was  $3,668,701.33.  In  the  same 
period  a  year  ago,  the  profit  from 
operations  prior  to  allowances  was 
$1,740,931.32. 

K-A-0  and  subsidiaries  for  the 
first  quarter  report  a  net  of  $554,- 
803.63  as  against  $335,286.19  in 
1942.  Profit  before  provision  for 
depreciation  and  income  taxes  was 
$1,123,216.88  compared  with  $747,- 
696.62  a  year  ago. 

Both  financial  reports  point  out  no 
provision  has  been  made  for  Fed- 
eral excess  profits  tax  as  the  com- 
panies do  not  appear  to  be  liable. 
Figures  are  subject  to  final  audit 
and  adjustment  at  the  year's  end. 


"Best  Pictures  of  War" 
Released  for  Newsreels 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

entrance  into  Bizerte  by  American 
forces. 

In  addition  to  several  thousand 
feet  of  Army  Signal  Corps  film,  1,- 
200  feet  shot  by  Jack  Barnett  of 
Movietone  and  about  2,000  feet  shot 
mostly  from  the  air  by  Irving  Smith 
of  Universal.  This  footage  con- 
tains plenty  of  closeups,  said  the 
Army  official,  with  on-the-spot  cov- 
erage of  an  artillery  duel  across 
Lake  Bizerte.  The  bursting  of  U.  S. 
shells  across  the  lake  can  be  seen, 
he  said,  as  well  as  the  Nazis  firing 
back  at  our  troops. 

The  Signal  Corps  film  also,  he 
said,  is  the  best  to  come  from  the 
war  thus  far.  Several  thousand  feet 
covering  among  other  phases  the 
entry  into  Bizerte  and  the  captur- 
ing of  thousands  of  Nazis.  These 
are  the  best  shots  of  Axis  prisoners 
he  has  ever  seen,  he  added. 
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DONALD  O'CONNOR  HAS 
THAT  SOMETHING! 

says  Archer  Winsten  in  the  New  York  Post 


iftutU 


(Mister  Big  on  the  marquee  . . .  and 
mister,  BIGGER  at  the  old  B.  O.!) 


. 


1  ■■ 


Tn  Today's  Issue:  The  Equipment  News  Section 


Intimate  in  Character 
[nternational  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


(See  Pages  9,  10,  11) 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Picture! 
Twenty-Four    Years    Old 
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REVIVAL  AND  RE-ISSUE  WAVE  LOOMING 

Stricter  Enforcement  of  Driving  Ban  Seen 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


:By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON 
F  the  Department  of  Justice  finally  de- 
cides, as  it  now  seems  likely,  to  press 
r  complete  divorcement  of  theaters  from 
stributors,  several  of  the  big  distributors 
II  probably  find  themselves  with  large 
eater  holdings  below  the  Rio  Grande.  We 
n't  quote  figures,  but  we've  reason  to  be- 
ve  that  there  is  a  good  deal  more  buying 
ing  on  than  has  yet  been  disclosed.  .  .  . 
arold  Hopper's  trip  to  Mexico,  incidentally, 
technically  for  CIAA.  He  was  loaned  by 
'PB  to  CIAA  in  order  to  make  the  survey 
r  which  he  went  there.  .  .  .  Incidentally, 
2re  told  that  the  first  phase  of  the  CIAA 
mpaign  against  the  Argentine  picture  in- 
istry — a  sort  of  war  of  nerves — is  going 
lite  successfully.  Argentine  producers  are 
ported  irate  over  the  obvious  intent  of  the 
jckefeller  agency  to  push  the  Mexican 
dustry  to  a  position  of  supremacy  in  the 
■anish-speaking  world.  We  weren't  told 
nether  the  Argentinians  have  yet  figured 
t  why  CIAA  adopted  that  policy. 

e  • 

^EWER  air  pix  will  likely  be  one  of  the 
results  of  the  recently  disclosed  short- 
;e  in  high-octane  gasoline.  Producers  are 
tw  being  quietly  warned  that  the  Army 
ill  not  be  disposed  to  allow  aviation  gas 
be  used  to  take  planes  off  the  ground  for 
ollywood  productions. 

e  • 

'HERE'S  still  nothing  definite  on  that  long- 
awaited  statement  of  policy  from  the 
rmy  and  the  Navy  on  screen  and  radio  ap- 
;arances  by  actors  in  uniform.  We  recall 
at  Col.  Mason  V.  Wright,  then  chief  of 
e  motion  picture  section  of  the  Army's 
jreau  of  Public  Relations,  told  us  last 
ovember  Army  and  Navy  staff  men  had 
included  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  matter, 
id  had  decided  to  clamp  down  on  com- 
ercial  engagements  for  servicemen.  .  .  . 
olonel  Wright — now  reported  to  be  in 
hungking,  by  the  way — said  a  formal  state- 
ment was  due  within  a  short  time.  We've 
;en  checking  with  Colonel  Wright  and 
s  successor,  Col.  Curtis  L.  Mitchell  ever 
ice,  but  no  such  statement  has  ever  ap- 
ared.  No  one  knows  just  where  it  is 
iw.  .  .  .  Of  course,  no  statement  is  actu- 
*y  needed,  for  the  law  says  no  man  in  an 
■my  or  Navy  uniform  may  compete  with 
vilians.  .  .  .  This  applies  generally  to  ac- 
rs  and  other  members  of  the  industry,  tn 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Amusement  Spots  to  Be 
Eyed  by  OPA  Inspectors 
In  12  Eastern  States 


Latest  OPA  ban  on  pleasure  driv- 
ing, effective  at  noon  yesterday  in 
12  Eastern  states,  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  eight  counties  of  West 
Virginia,  will  be  more  strictly  en- 
forced than  last  January's,  it  was 
indicated  yesterday.  Regional  OPA 
administrators  have  already  notified 
district  directors  to  put  the  enforce- 
ment machinery   into  motion. 

OPA  inspectors  assigned  to  police 
motorcycle    sidecars    in    four    New 

(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


Fleischer  Studios 
To  be  Army  School 


Miami— The  U.  S.  Army,  through 
a  Federal  court  order,  has  been 
granted  immediate  possession  of  the 
Fleischer  studios.  The  Army  will 
have  temporary  use  of  the  buildings 
until  June  30,  1944,  with  a  right  to 
renew  during  the  period  of  the 
emergency.  Property  will  be  used 
for  a   military   training  unit   school. 

The  balance  of  the  cartoon  staff 
will  be  transferred  to  New  York. 


Greenblatt  Contract 
With  PRC  Is  Renewed 

PRC  has  renewed  its  contract 
with  Arthur  Greenblatt,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  sales  and  dis- 
tribution, it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  President  0.  Henry  Briggs. 
Greenblatt  joined  PRC  in  April,  1941, 
as  general,  sales  manager.  Following 
a  year  of  constructive  organization, 
Greenblatt  was  made  vice-president 
and  appointed  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 


National  PRC  Meet 
In  K.C.  June  19-21 


U.  S.  British  Producers 
Can  Aid  Peace — Saunders 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  That  a  collaboration 
between  American  and  English  pro- 
ducers in  the  post-war  period  will  do 
much  to  preserve  peace  is  the  belief 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


A  national  convention  of  franchise 
holders  will  be  held  by  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  in  Kansas  City 
starting  June  19.  The  three-day  ses- 
sion will  be  held  at  the  President 
Hotel. 

Arthur  Greenblatt,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  sales,  announced  that 
regional  meetings  throughout  the 
country  would  follow  the  national 
convention,  dates  and  places  to  be 
revealed  at  the  Kansas  City  parley. 


Margon,  "U"  Foreign  Exec. 
Dies;  Funeral  Rites  Today 


Clarence  C.  Margon,  54,  Latin 
America  supervisor  for  Universal, 
died  yesterday  after  a  short  illness. 
Funeral    services    will    be    held   this 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Schine  Divestiture  Period  Up 

But  6  of  16  Theaters  Disposed  of  in  Year 


Propose  Group  Insurance 
Plan  for  MP  Associates 


Discussion  of  a  proposal  providing 
for  group  insurance  for  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Motion  Picture  Asso- 
ciates to  replace  the  present  death- 
benefit  fund  will  be  on  the  agenda 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  charitable 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Buffalo  —  Although  Wednesday 
marked  the  end  of  the  year  allowed 
the  Schine  Circuit  to  divest  itself  of 
16  theaters  acquired  since  the  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  circuit  was 
filed  August  7,  1939,  no  action  or 
request  for  extension  or  modification 
of  Federal  Judge  John  Knight's  tem- 
porary order  of  May  19,  1942  had 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


One  Distributor  May  Offer 
Block  of  10;  Musicals,  Com- 
edies, Light  Dramas  in  Lead 


A  boom  in  re-issues  and  revivals 
due  chiefly  to  curtailed  number  of 
new  releases  and  also  partly  to  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  film  compa- 
nies to  maintain  public  interest  in 
male  stars  who  are  now  in  the  ser- 
vice, is  indicated  for  the  coming  sea- 
son by  a  Film  Daily  survey.  '* . 

Without  any  formal  announced 
ment,  several  distributors  have  been: 
booking  an  increasing  number  of  old 
prints  in  various  sections  of  the 
country,    with   results    that    are    re- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Census  of  Industry 
Left  for  Peace  Era 


Proposed  census  by  the  MPPDA 
of  the  film  industry  has  been  called 
off  for  the  duration,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Decision  to  defer  the  comprehen- 
sive trade  survey  was  reached  by 
the  Industry  Service  Bureau  at  its 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Jack  Ellis  Appointed 
UA's  N.  Y.  Branch  Mgr. 


Jack  Ellis,  whose  resignation  as 
New  York  branch  sales  manager  was 
announced  by  RKO  on  Wednesday, 
has  been  named  manager  of  United 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Straw-hats  Decline 
But  Fairs  Hold  Up 

Straw-hat  competition  this  Sum- 
mer will  be  at  a  minimum,  on  the 
basis  of  registrations  reported  by 
Actors  Equity.  Total  thus  far  is 
only  14,  as  against  30  a  year  ago. 
However,  gasoline  and  tire  restric- 
tions will  not  affect  the  New  York 
county  agricultural  fairs  to  any  ex- 
tent although  the  State  Fair  at  Syra- 
cuse is  a  war  casualty.  Thirty-eight 
fairs  are  set,  with  four  undecided. 
Majority  of  the  county  fairs  will  have 
night  shows. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK 

High 

Am.    Seat 16% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    17V2 
Columbia     Picts.     pfd.  38 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 3% 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    1 8 Vs 

East   Kodak    169y4   1 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 22% 

Loew's,    Inc 59% 

Paramount    273/s 

RKO    9 

RKO    $6    pfd 91 1/2 

20th  Century-Fox   . ..    213/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30% 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 15% 

do    pfd 80 

NEW   YORK    BOND 

Para.    B'way  3s55 77 

Para.Picts.  deb.  4s56.   104        1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103       1 

NEW   YORK    CURB 

Monogram   Picts 3V4 

Radio-Keith    cvs.    ...      1% 

Sonotone    Corp 4 

Technicolor     13'A 

Trans-Lux     4 

Universal  Corp.  vtc.        181,4 
Universal    Picts 


MARKET 

Net 
Close     Chg. 

16%  +  % 
17%  +  % 
38       +     % 

3i/4      

18%      

1693/4    +      % 


Low 

16 1/2 
17% 
38 
31/4 
18% 
69 


22% 
58% 
263/4 
8% 
89i/4 
20i/4 
30 


223/4  4.  l/2 
58%   +     % 

26%     

8%     

90%  +  1% 
201/4  —  % 
30      —     % 


15  15 
80  80 
MARKET 
77         77 

04       104 


+     1/2 


03       103       +     Yi 
MARKET 


3 

n/2 

4 
13 

31/2 
18 


3%  —     % 

1  %      

4  

131/4  +      1/4 

3%  +     % 

18 1/4  +     1/4 


Kupper  Returning  to  Desk 

William  J.  Kupper,  executive  as- 
sistant to  20th  Century-Fox  Vice- 
President  Thomas  J.  Connors,  has 
been  home  ill  for  five  days  but  is 
expected  back  at  his  desk  today  or 
Monday. 


Edward  McWade  Dead 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Edward  McWade, 
character  actor  and  former  screen- 
play writer,  is  dead.  Survivors  in- 
clude his  wife,  Margaret,  and  a 
brother,  William  E.  McWade. 


Reeling  'Round  -- 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

addition,  other  similar  restrictions  are  con- 
tained in  Army  regulations.  Writers  are 
an  exception,  in  that  they  may  legally  sell 
scripts  or  other  writing  provided  they  have 
the  approval  of  their  commanding  officers. 
.  .  .  Another  exception  was  radio's  Ezra 
Stone,  who  continued  to  play  Henry  Aid- 
rich  for  some  time  after  he  donned  an  Army 
uniform.  This  exception  was  justified,  an 
officer  told  us  last  week,  because  Stone  was 
"the  only  Henry  Aldrich,"  and  therefore 
was  not  in  competition  with  any  other 
"Henry   Aldrich." 

•  • 

EUGENE  LYONS'  four-part  criticism  of 
*™  "Mission  to  Moscow,"  originally  written 
for  the  New  York  World-Telegram,  is  due 
to  break  here  coincident  with  the  opening 
of  the  picture.  We  understand  it  went  as  a 
publisher's  "must"  to  all  Scripps-Howard 
papers,  to  run  simultaneously  with  local 
openings  in  cities  where  Roy  Howard  has 
an   outlet. 


Denies  Intervention  Move 
In  "U"  Merger  Hearing 

Additional  proof  of  the  fairness  of 
the  ratio  of  three  shares  of  Univer- 
sal Corp.  stock  for  one  of  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  was  offered  by 
Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  general  coun- 
sel for  the  former  firm  at  the  re- 
sumption of  merger  hearings  in  New 
York  Supreme  Court  yesterday  be- 
fore Justice  William  T.  Collins. 

Just  before  adjournment  of  yes- 
terday's hearing,  which  lasted  about 
sn  hour,  Joseph  Nemerov,  attorney 
representing  some  5,000  to  7,000 
stockholders,  made  a  motion  to  in- 
tervene on  the  part  of  common  and 
preferred  stockholders.  Justice  Col- 
lins denied  the  motion,  with  leave, 
however,  to  present  any  facts  or  to 
make  any  comments  Nemerov  de- 
sired. The  court  told  Nemerov  that 
it  saw  no  necessity  for  formal  in- 
tervention, since  all  stockholders' 
rights  would  be  protected. 

The  hearings  will  be  continued 
today. 


Exhibitors  Guest  of  20th 
At  Astor  Hotel  Luncheon 


Some  60  exhibitors  yesterday  were 
the  guests  of  20th-Fox  at  a  luncheon 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  following  a 
screening  of  "Coney  Island."  A.  W. 
Smith,  Jr.,  presided.  Other  com- 
pany executives  present  included 
Spyros  Skouras,  Tom  Connors,  Wil- 
liam Gehring,  Ray  Moon,  Martin 
Moskowitz,  Hal  Home,  Roger  Ferri, 
C.  A.  Hill,  Larry  Kent,  Jack  Sichel- 
man,  Joe  Lee. 


Skirball  Due  in  New  York 
For  Fred  Allen  Conference 


Jack  Skirball  is  due  in  New  York 
over  the  week-end  for  conference 
with  Fred  Allen  on  the  new  Spitz- 
Skirball  picture  in  which  Allen  is  to 
appear.  Picture  is  scheduled  to  go 
into  production  in  late  August  or 
early  September. 
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FPC  to  Appeal  to  WLSB 
Over  Drafting  of  Employes 


Toronto — In  connection  with  new 
Government  compulsory  labor  draft 
regulations  now  in  effect  for  20 
civilian  occupations,  including  the- 
aters, the  policy  has  been  adopted  by 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  that 
appeal  to  the  War  Labor  Service 
Board  will  be  made  in  the  drafting 
of  key  employes  such  as  theater 
managers  and  projectionists  to  other 
employment  unless  for  essential  war 
occupation  or  for  service  in  the  fight- 
ing forces. 

The  action  is  said  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  order  to  an  important 
theater  employe  to  take  a  job  in  a 
factory  allegedly  not  engaged  in  war 
production,  and  the  circuit  decided 
to  appeal  all  transfer  cases  where 
key  men  are  directed  to  non-essen- 
tial work  on  basis  that  inexperienced 
persons  are  not  qualified  to  handle 
theater  crowds  in  the  interest  of 
public  safety  and  to  provide  proper 
care  of  irreplaceable  theater  equip- 
ment. 


Walter  Coulter,  Pioneer 
Virginia  Exhibitor,  Dead 


Richmond  —  Walter  Jay  Coulter, 
pioneer  exhibitor,  died  here  after  a 
brief  illness.  Upon  retiring  from 
active  operation  of  the  Byrd  and 
Brookland  Theaters  here,  and  Rex 
and  Bluebird,  Petersburg,  about  six 
years  ago,  he  had  been  operating  the 
Wakefield  Grill  and  Tiny  Town  and 
Tantilla  Gardens.  Just  seven  hours 
before  he  died,  his  father,  Mathew 
C.  Coulter,  passed  away,  after  a 
lingering  illness.  Walter  Coulter  is 
survived  by  one  brother,  Robert, 
now  manager  of  the  Byrd,  his  wife, 
son  and  daughter  and  one  sister. 


Cashman  Named  to  Head 
RKO's  Playdate  Dept. 


John  Emmet  Cashman  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  RKO  play- 
date  department,  succeeding  M.  G. 
Poller  who  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  to  Robert  Mochrie,  general 
sales  manager.  Cashman  has  been 
with  the  RKO  organization  for  23 
years. 


Jamaica  Exhib.  Facing 
Second  Lottery  Charge 

Hearing  of  Ted  Rodis,  manager 
of  the  Linden  Theater,  Jamaica,  on 
a  charge  of  conducting  a  lottery  in 
the  theater  has  been  set  for  Tues- 
day in  Felony  Court,  Ridgewood, 
Queens.  Charge  is  the  second  to  be 
lodged  against  Rodis  by  Patrolman 
Charles  Ducker.  Initial  charge  was 
dismissed  Monday  when  Magistrate 
Peter  M.  Horn  found  no  conclusive 
proof  that  an  advertised  Bingo  game 
was  a  lottery  had  been  presented. 

The  officer  returned  to  the  the- 
ater that  night  and  witnessed  a 
Bingo  game  which  he  claims  was  a 
lottery  violating  the  penal  code  and 
again  summoned  the  manager.  Ro- 
dis pleaded  not  guilty  and  was  pa- 
roled for   hearing. 


COmiM  and  come 


NED  E.  DEPINET,  CHARLES  KOERNER  and 
PERRY  LIEBER,  with  FAT  O'BRIEN,  RUSSELL 
WADE,  RICHARD  MARTIN  and  MARGIE  STE W- , 
ART,  are  in  Fort  Worth  today  for  the  opening 
of  "Bombardier." 

JOSEPH  MOSKOWITZ,  New  York  rep.  of  th(  J 
20th-Fox  Studio  will  return  to  the  home  offics , 
today  after  several  weeks  of  conferences^  witt 
studio   executives   on    the    Coast. 


Q 
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RICHARD  CONDON,  head  of  the  spt"*~  ex 
ploitation  department  at  the  20th-Fox  Studio 
arrives  in  New  York  Monday  for  a  week's  con 
ference    with    Hal     Home. 

RUSSELL  V.  DOWNINC,  comptroller  of  th< 
Music  Hall,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  is  in  thi 
South  on  a   month's  vacation. 

NAT  WOLF,  Cleveland  zone  manager  fo 
the  Warner  Circuit,  returns  from  New  Yorl 
this   week-end. 

HARRY  COLDBERG.  director  of  advertisin; 
and  publicity  for  Warner  Theaters,  returnei 
yesterday   from    Pittsburgh. 

JANET  BLAIR  embarks  on  a  voluntary  USO 
Camp  Shows  tour  at  Portland,  Ore.,  on  Mon 
day.  She'll  wind  up  her  stint  at  Paint  Field 
Everett,    Wash.,    on   June   5. 


Will  Defend  Liberty  of 
Expression,  Says  Harmon 

New  Orleans — WAC's  Francis  S 
Harmon  addressed  an  enthusiasti 
meeting  at  the  New  Orleans  Rotar; 
Club  Wednesday,  with  a  six-city  ra 
dio  hookup  embracing  stations  ii 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Jackson,  Ba 
ton  Rouge,  Shreveport  and  Alexan 
dria  carrying  his  remarks.  Harmoi 
outlined  to  an  audience  of  civi 
leaders  the  motion  picture  industry' 
role  in  war  effort,  stressing  the  vol 
untary  nature  of  the  industry's  ser 
vice. 

"We  are  fighting  for  preservatioi 
of  liberty,"  said  Harmon,  "and  a 
beneficiaries  of  freedom,  intend  % 
oppose  any  unwarranted  attempt  t 
impair  liberty  of  expression." 

Ralph  Nicholson,  publisher  of  th 
New  Orleans  Item,  introduced  Har 
mon.  Numerous  industry  represen 
tatives,  both  exhibitors  and  ex 
change  managers,  were  honorei 
guests. 

Doctor  of  Law  Degree  for  Willki 
Boston  —  Boston  University  oi 
Monday  will  award  an  honorar 
Doctor  of  Laws  degree  to  Wendel 
L.  Willkie,  20th-Fox  board  chair 
man,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 


MAY  21 
Robert    Montgomery  Lola   Lane 

Sam    Jaffe  Armida 

Jed    Buell 

MAY   23 

James    Gleason  George     Stone 

Dorothy    Lee  Ben    Silvey 
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HUMPHREY  BOGART  •  RAYMOND  MASSEY  •  ALAN  HALE  ."ACTION  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC" 

with  JULIE  BISHOP  •  DANE  CLARK  •  Directed  by  LLOYD  BACON  •  Screen  Play;  John  H.  Lawson  •  Based  on  Story  by  Guy  Gilpatric  •  Addit.  Dialogue  by  A.  I.  Beuerides,  W.  R.  Burnett 

Book  'PRELUDE  TO  WAR'  Free! 
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Stricter  Enforcement 
Of  Driving  Ban  Seen 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

York  police  stations  started  yester- 
day afternoon  to  run  down  violators. 
They  and  a  "substantial"  number  of 
inspectors  appeared  to  be  concen- 
trating their  first  attentions  on  base- 
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Washington  Buy.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Despite  statements 
by  OPA  officials  that  the  pleasure 
driving  ban  would  be  listed  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  Petro- 
leum Administrator  Ickes  yester- 
day declared  that  further  restric- 
tions on  motorists  probably  will 
be  necessary  before  the  gasoline 
shortage  is  alleviated. 


ball  parks,  race  tracks  and  other 
amusement  spots.  All  available 
OPA  men  are  to  be  put  to  work  on 
the   drive. 

District  managers  have  been  given 
authority  to  stop  and  question  all 
motorists  driving  under  circum- 
stances which  indicate  a  violation  of 
the  ban;  to  question  all  motorists 
stopped  for  traffic  violations  and  to 
check  on  motorists  found  at  race 
tracks,  amusement  parks,  beaches 
and  other  places  where  their  pres- 
ence is  evidence  of  a  violation  of  the 
ban.  Last  category  would  include 
theaters. 

Retraction  of  gasoline  rations  for 
the  balance  of  this  year  has  been 
mentioned  as  a  possible  punishment 
for   violators. 


Gasoline  Ban  Not  Likely 
To  be  of  Short  Duration 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    ■DAILY 

Washington — There  is  nothing  to 
indicate  that  the  OPA  ban  on  pleas- 
ure driving  announced  yesterday  will 
be  of  short  duration.  Theater  oper- 
ators in  the  affected  area  find  them- 
selves in  the  same  straits  as  last 
winter,  when  all  non-essential  driv- 
ing was  banned  for  a  period  of  sev- 
eral weeks. 

The  supply  situation  was  declared  to  be 
worse  than  ever  by  OPA  Administrator  Pren- 
tiss Brown,  as  he  announced  the  ban,  despite 
the  cut  in  A  rations  and  the  recent  move  to 
elimiriate  non-essential  driving  by  B  and  C 
card  holders.  Driving  to  theaters  is  definitely 
out,  although  stopping  off  at  a  theater  while 
driving  from  work  for  instance  is  not  forbidden. 

There  is  no  reliable  indication  as  to  how  long 
the  present  ban  will  be  in  effect,  although  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation  is  apparent  by  the 
determination  of  OPA  that  it  be  enforced  stern- 
ly— with  harsh  penalties  for  violations.  It  is 
hoped  that  elimination  of  non-essential  driv- 
ing can  save  enough  gas  to  make  further 
restrictions  upon  occupational  driving  unneces- 


Still  Bicycling! 

At  the  United  Artists  trade  screen- 
ing of  "Stage  Door  Canteen"  at  the 
Normandie  Theater  here  such  an  un- 
expected crowd  of  met.  area  ex- 
hibitors showed  up  that  some  of  the 
UA  publicity  lads  had  to  bicycle  the 
film  to  their  home  office  projection 
room  to  take  care  of  the  overflow. 
There  was  just  one  print  of  "Stage 
Dpor  Canteen"  available. 


20th-Fox  to  Stress 
Pre-selling  of  Films 

Twentieth-Fox,  will  place  greater 
emphasis  upon  pre-selling  of  product, 
with  campaigns  to  be  initiated  simul- 
taneously with  the  purchase  of  a 
story  or  play  property,  or  company 
announcement  of  the  decision  to  turn 
an  original  idea  into  a  screenplay. 

The  over-all  program  looks  ahead 
to  post-war  operation  and  as  well 
provides  for  the  inaugural  of  institu- 
tional advertising  to  increase  theater 
attendance. 


But  6  of  16  Schine 
Theaters  Disposed  Of 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

been     received     up     to     Wednesday 
night,  court  attaches  said. 

Under  the  temporary  order  postponing  the 
Schine  trial  two  years,  Schine  was  to  file 
monthly  reports  on  divestiture  progress.  The 
court  clerk  yesterday  reported  none  received 
for  the  twelfth  month.  From  April  20  to 
May  19  no  progress  had  been  reported  for  the 
four  previous  months.  The  court  has  been 
notified  of  the  disposal  of  only  six  of  the  16 
theaters    affected    by    the    order. 

Federal  District  Attorney  George  L.  Grobe 
said  he  had  no  word  from  the  Department 
of  Justice  regarding  the  Schine  case.  Robert 
L.  Wright,  special  assistant  to  the  Attorney 
General,  who  handled  final  preparations  for 
the  Schine  trial  a  year  ago  after  Seymour 
Simon  went  into  the  Navy,  was  believed  tied 
up  with  the  Crescent  case  at  Nashville. 


Broidy  to  Hold  Mono. 
Regional  Here  June  1 


Second  of  a  series"  of  five  Mono- 
gram regional  sales  meetings  will 
be  held  in  New  York  on  June  1  with 
Steve  Broidy,  general  sales  man- 
ager,   presiding. 

The  New  York  meeting  will  in- 
clude representatives  from  the  com- 
pany's Boston,  Albany,  Buffalo, 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  Pitts- 
burgh and  New  York  offices.  Other 
meetings  at  which  sales  policies  are 
to  be  discussed  will  be  scheduled 
shortly   by   Broidy 

Meanwhile,  Monogram's  New  York 
exchange  has  moved  from  the 
seventh  floor  to  the  fourth  and  street 
floors  of  the  Film  Center  Bldg. 
Harry  Thomas,  Eastern  sales  chief, 
headquarters  on  the  fourth  floor 
while  the  booking  and  sales  depart- 
ments under  Joseph  I.  Felder  are  on 
the  ground  floor. 


Expect  Early  Byrd  Report 
On  CIAA-OWI  Spendings 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Issuance  of  a  report 
on  the  spending  of  the  CIAA  and 
OWI  motion  picture  bureaus  by  the 
joint  Congressional  Economy  Com- 
mittee headed  by  Senator  Harry  F. 
Byrd  of  Virginia  is  almost  certain 
for  the  near  future,  according  to  the 
committee's  chief  investigator.  Sen- 
ator Byrd  has  gone  over  rather  full 
figures  on  both  agencies,  and  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  he  has  found 
evidence   of   unwise   spending. 


Margon,  "U"  Foreign  Exec. 
Dies;  Funeral  Rites  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

afternoon  at  3  o'clock  at  the  Park 
West  Memorial   Chapel. 

A  veteran  of  World  War  1,  Mar- 
gon joined  Paramount's  foreign  de- 
partment under  Joseph  Seidelman 
in  1921.  His  association  with  Seidel- 
man, now  Universal  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, was  continuous  from  that  time, 
having  been  with  him  at  Columbia 
and  then  at  Universal. 

Margon  was'  responsible  for  the 
installation  of  the  first  sound  equip- 
ment in  Central  and  South  America. 
He  also  was  credited  with  having 
created  the  original  cut-in  titles  for 
talking  pictures  which  became  the 
forerunner  of  the  superimposed 
titles  used  today. 

Survivors  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Ottilie  Margon;  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Maxine  Spiegelbaum;  his  mother,  a 
sister  and  two  brothers. 


Rockefeller,  Alstock  Leave 
For  H'wood  MPSA  Meeting 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Nelson  Rockefeller, 
CIAA  administrator,  will  leave  for 
Hollywood  Sunday  to  attend  the  an- 
nual meeting  next  week  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Society  for  the  Amer- 
icas. CIAA  motion  picture  chief 
Francis  Alstock,  left  last  night. 
Wallace  K.  Harrison,  assistant  co- 
ordinator in  charge  of  press,  radio 
and  motion  pictures,  will  accompany 
Rockefeller.  Detailed  plans  for  the 
CIAA  production  program  for  the 
next  year  are  expected  to  be  laid 
before  the  society  with  Rockefeller 
rumored  to  be  ready  to  ask  several 
departures  from  the  procedure  fol- 
lowed  until   now. 

Walter  Wanger  is  president  of  the 
society.  Whether  he  will  accept  the 
office  again  is  not  known,  but  elec- 
tions of  officers  and  the  board  of  di- 
rectors are  to  be  held. 


Census  of  Industry 
Left  for  Peace  Era 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

meeting  yesterday.     Bureau  had  the 
project  under  consideration  for  more  I 
than  six  months. 

Variety  of  reasons  influenced  the 
decision,  among  them  the  conviction 
that  a  survey  at  this  time  woufC  ht 
reflect  the  conditions  normally  ^".v- 
alent.  Turnover  in  personnel  was  i 
cited   as   an   example. 


Tack  Ellis  Appointed 
UA's  N.  Y.  Branch  Mgr. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Artists'  New  York  branch.     He  suc- 
ceeds Sam  Lefkowitz. 

Ellis  takes  over  his  new  post  on 
June  1. 


Canadian  Reps,  to  Attend 
Columbia  Sales  Meet  Here 


U.  S.  British  Producers 
Can  Aid  Peace — Saunders 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Hilary  A.  St.  George  Saunders, 
assistant  to  the  librarian  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  pointed  out 
that  if  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land had  collaborated  following 
World  War  I,  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
present  war  would  have  occurred. 

Saunders  said  .that  the  United  States  and 
England  drifted  apart  after  the  first  war.  He 
declared  that  there  has  been  a  social  revolu- 
tion in  England,  that  class  distinctions  are 
being  wiped  out  and  that  the  masses  in  the 
United  States  and  England  have  much  in 
common. 

Saunders  asserted  that  American-made  pic- 
tures dealing  with  British  themes  should  be 
written  by  writers  who  have  been  in  England 
recently,  pointing  out  that  there  have  been 
numerous  changes  in  the  island  kingdom  in 
the   past    few   years. 

He  said  English  producers  are  handicapped 
by  a  lack  of  carpenters  and  English-made  pic- 
tures suffer  in  comparison  with  American 
pictures  and  that  minor  parts  are  usually 
poorly  enacted.  In  fact,  he  declared  that  he 
would  have  no  opposition  to  American  pro- 
ducers taking  over  England's  producing  in- 
dustry. 


Representatives  of  Columbia's 
Canadian  offices,  headed  by  Louis 
Rosenfeld,  general  manager,  will  at- 
tend the  New  York  sales  meeting 
May  26-28,  at  the  Warwick  Hotel. 
This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  three 
gatherings  being  held  by  Columbia, 
with  A.  Montague,  general  sales 
manager,  presiding.  Dominion 
branches  represented  will  be  Toronto, 
Montreal,  Winnipeg,  St.  John,  Cal-  J 
gary  and  Vancouver. 

Home  office  executives,  division 
managers,  branch  managers  and  the 
entire  sales  personnel  of  the  follow- 
ing exchanges  will  attend  the  New 
York  sales  meet:  New  York,  Albany, 
Boston,  Buffalo,  New  Haven,  Phila- 
delphia, Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 
burgh and  Washington. 

Yorke  to  Film  Nelson's 
Speech  to  Tool  Plant  Men 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Cameramen  f  o  r 
Emerson  Yorke  will  shoot  War  Pro- 
duction Board  Chief,  Donald  M.  Nel- 
son, this  morning  delivering  a  speech 
of  about  two  minutes  directed  at 
workers  in  machine  tool  plants. 
Nelson  will  congratulate  the  work-: 
ers  on  the  fine  production  rec- 
ords they  have  maintained  since  long 
before  Pearl  Harbor.  The  sequence 
will  be  included  in  an  "Incentive", 
film  being  made  by  Emerson  Yorke ! 
for  showing  in  machine  tool  plants.] 


Eric  Semon  Dies 

Eric  Semon,  61,  European  repre- 
sentative of  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
Co.,  and  long  a  leading  European 
concert  manager,  died  yesterday  at 
his  home  here. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Memphis — Maxine  Wilkinson,  sec- 
retary to  L.  W.  McClintock,  Para- 
mount, was  married  to  John  Hisaw. 
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Revival,  Re-Issue 
Wave  Is  Looming 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

j>orted  more  than  satisfactory  in 
practically  all  cases. 

One  company,  it  is  learned,  now 
has  under  consideration  the  advisa- 
t:" '  -  of  reissuing  and  reviving  a 
l-  .— j  of  its  10  outstanding  box-of- 
fice 'successes  of  the  past  five  or  six 
vears,  labeling  them  its  own  "Ten 
Best." 

Musicals,  comedies  and  light  dra- 
ma will  probably  dominate  the  re- 
issues, thus  providing  a  balance  with 
timely  war  films  and  the  increasing 
volume  of  Government  shorts. 

In  recent  weeks,  The  Film  Daily 
survey  reveals,  exchanges  through- 
out the  country  have  been  able  to 
book  practically  every  print  they 
eould  lay  their  hands  on.  Some  dif- 
riculties  have  arisen,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  star  like  James  Cagney  whose 
old  Warner  releases  have  been  much 
in  demand  by  exhibitors  but  have 
oeen  withheld  by  the  company  for 
the  protection  of  the  current  book- 
ings of  Cagney's  "Yankee  Doodle 
Dandy."  Warner  field  sales  staff, 
however,  in  the  sales  drive  just 
ended,  is  understood  to  have  piled 
up  a  record  in  bookings  of  pictures 
from  previous  seasons,  although  the 
only  official  reissue  on  the  com- 
pany's current  schedule  is  the  mus- 
ical,  "Varsity   Show." 


Morton  Heads  Nightingales 

Detroit — Houston  S.  Morton  was 
elected  president  by  the  Nightin- 
gales Club  at  the  annual  election. 
Other  new  officers  are:  vice-presi 
dent,  and  secretary  of  bowling,  Ed- 
gar Douville;  treasurer,  Michael 
Badarak;  financial  secretary,  Harry 
W.  Mason;  recording  secretary,  J. 
R.  Davison;  bowling  committee — 
Jack  Lindenthal,  Roy  Light,  and  Ed- 
ward Waddell. 


5  Stars  on  I-I  Service  Flag 

Chicago — The  Indiana-Illinois  cir- 
cuit service  flag  now  has  53  stars. 

STORKS 


Albany  —  Bill  Gaddoni,  Metro 
salesman,  recently  promoted  from 
head  booker,  is  passing  the  cigars 
to  exhibs.  and  Film  Row  friends  as 
a  result  of  the  birth  of  a  baby 
daughter,  Patricia,  in  Albany  Hos- 
pital. The  Gaddonis  have  one  other 
child,  Bill,  Jr.,  aged  23  months. 


St.  Louis — Gerald  Kochs,  manager 
of  Fred  Wehrenberg's  Lemay  and 
Southway  theaters  has  a  new  daugh- 
ter. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


IRVING  COOPER,  manager.  Palace,  Stamford, 
Conn. 

JAMES  WELLS,  manager,  Strand,  Stamford,  Conn. 

EDMUND  BUTLER,  assistant  manager.  Audi- 
torium,   Lynn,    Mass. 

MAX  LERNER,  operator,  State  Theater,  Fisher- 
vi  lie.    Mass. 

DICK  OWENS,  manager,  Olympia,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

IRVING  DUNN,  manager.  Colonial,  Nashua,  N.  H. 

WILLIAM   WOLF,   manager,   Colony,    Philadelphia. 

WALTER  POTAMKIN.  manager,  Diamond  The- 
ater,   Philadelphia. 

HARRY    STEVENS,    assistant    manager,    Orpheum,  ' 
Wilkes-Barre,    Pa. 

ROBERT  C.  SPODICK,  manager.  Little  Carnegie 
Playhouse. 

HERBERT  J.  ROYSTER,  manager,  Mayfair  The- 
ater, Portland. 

LEW  KELLER,  manager,  Liberty;  publicity  di- 
rector, Granada  and  Roxy  Theaters,  Lewis- 
ton,    la. 

MAURICE    CREW,    manager,    Paramount    Theater,  ; 
Des    Moines. 

EVERETT  PETERSON,  manager.  Strand  Theater, 
Waterloo,    la. 

GEORGE   LAWSON,   manager,   Upton,   Des  Moines. 

SAM  CHERNOFF  and  H.  C.  MULCH,  associate 
managers,    Apollo,    Chicago. 

JAMES  FROUCE,  manager,  Commodore  Hull 
Theater,   Derby,   Conn. 

HARRY  STEVENS,  assistant  manager,  Orpheum, 
Wilkes-Barre,    Pa. 

Propose  Group  Insurance 
Plan  for  MP  Associates 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
organization.  The  premiums  would 
be  paid  out  of  the  MPA  treasury,  it 
was  said.  At  the  same  time  the 
membership  will  weigh  a  proposal 
that  the  organization  change  its 
name  to  the  Motion  Pictuie  Founda- 
tion. 

Both  proposals  were  presented  to 
the  membership  for  the  first  time 
at  Wednesday's  luncheon  meeting  of 
the  group  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  The 
name-changing  proposal  was  placed 
before  the  members  by  Jack  Ellis, 
MP  Associates  head,  presiding  officer 
at  the  luncheon,  at  the  suggestion 
of  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  dis- 
tribution chief. 


National  Board  Junior 
Conference  to  Call  300 


*■       The    stork    has    brought    a    little 

sound   engineer  to   the  home   of  A. 

(Andy)     Fiore,     of     Altec     Lansing 

Corp.,  Hollywood.      The  new  son  is 

*  Andrew    Kinard    Fiore. 


Over  300  boys  and  girls,  members 
of  the  4- Star  Clubs,  are  expected  to- 
morrow morning  at  the  Seventh  An- 
nual Junior  Spring  Conference  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review  in  the 
School  of  Education  Auditorium,  N. 
Y.  University.  Representatives  from 
schools  in  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  are 
scheduled  to   be  present. 

General  topic  of  discussion  is 
"The  Motion  Picture  and  the  School 
in  Wartime."  Highlights  of  the  day 
will  be  the  showings  of  a  comedy 
made  by  the  Motion  Picture  Club  of 
Greenwich  (Conn.)  High  School  and 
a  preview  of  RKO's  "This  Land  is 
Mine." 


Bid  72  for  B  &  K  Common 

Chicago — B    &   K  common   is    bid 
72,  with  no  offerings  at  this  time. 
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ISSUED  BY  NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC.,  CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Many  Theatres  Now 

Sponsor  "Copper 

Matinees" 


Novel  Plan  Adds  Much  Scrap 
to  Our  Nation's  Supply 


In  cooperation  with  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board,  theatres  throughout 
the  country  are  devoting  matinee 
performances  to  the  Nation's  drive 
for  scrap  copper.  Under  the  novel 
"Copper  Matinee"  plan,  boys  and 
girls  are  given  free  admission  to 
matinee  shows  in  exchange  for  a 
prescribed  weight  of  copper  of  any 
type. 

This  plan,  which  supplements  the 
drippings-saving  program,  has 
brought  to  light  a  considerable 
amount  of  metal  which  otherwise 
would  not  be  made  available  for  war 
use. 

In  devoting  performances  to  the 
collection  of  copper,  the  country's 
theatres  are  performing  a  patriotic 
duty  by  adding  to  the  available  sup- 
ply of  this  important  metal.  The 
success  of  the  program  is  important 
to  the  motion  picture  industry,  as 
well  as  to  the  country  as  a  whole. 


Conservation  Program  Nets  Many 

Tons  of  Copper  Drippings 

and  Peelings 

Wholehearted  Cooperation  by  All 
Concerned  is  Reason  for  Success 


Carbon  Stubs  Should 

be  Prepared  in 

the  Theatre 


Appearance  of  Drippings  Does  Not  Affect 
Their  Value  as  Usable  Metal 


Uncontaminated  Projector  Scrap 

is  Shown  by  Test  to  Yield 

at  Least  90%  Copper 


Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
some  sections  of  the  country  in  dis- 
posing of  copper  drippings  and  peel- 
ings. Because  of  the  oxidized  appear- 
ance of  the  metal,  scrap  dealers,  who 
judge  the  copper  by  its  color,  will  not 
accept  these  gray-colored  pellets  and 
strips  as  usable  metal. 

By  actual  test  it  has  been  shown 
that  if  the  drippings  and  peelings  are 
not  contaminated  by  dirt  or  other 
material,  they  yield  at  least  90% 
copper. 

If  projector  scrap  is  turned  over  to 


The  spontaneous  response  to  the  copper  conservation  program  in  vir- 
tually every  section  of  the  country  has  resulted  in  the  collection  of  many 
tons  of  copper  drippings  and  peelings.  This  accumulation  was  made  pos- 
sible by  the  active  cooperation  of  the 
large  majority  of  individuals  con- 
nected with  motion  picture 
projection. 

Reports  received  indicate  that 
some  motion  picture  supply  houses 
have  collected  9,000  to  10,000  pounds 
and  more  of  copper  drippings  and 
peelings.  This  was  accomplished  by 
varying  degrees  of  promotion  on  the 
part  of  these  organizations.  Adver- 
tising in  the  trade  publications,  direct 
mail  and  window  displays  showing 
the  amount  of  scrap  turned  in  sup- 
plemented the  work  of  the  field 
organizations  in  some  cases. 

The  theatres,  in  turn,  have  done 
their  part  by  turning  in  their  scrap 
regularly. 

While  the  copper-saving  record 
established  to  date  is  excellent,  it 
can  be  improved  if  every  supply  house 
and  theatre  in  the  country  will  give 
maximum  cooperation. 


Some  theatres,  we  understand,  are 
turning  in  unpeeled  stubs  of  used 
projector  carbons.  As  a  result,  mo- 
tion picture  supply  houses  are  having 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  copper 
scrap. 

To  facilitate  disposition,  may  we 
urge  you,  therefore,  to  avoid  mixing 
stubs  with  drippings  and  peelings. 


the  supply  houses  for  handling,  the 
metal  will  find  its  way  back  into  the 
Nation's  stockpile  without  delay. 

The  photograph  above  shows  the 
general  appearance  of  copper  drip- 
pings as  taken  from  the  projector 
lamp  house.  The  color  is  a  dull  gray 
with  a  few  copper-red  spots  visible. 
Projector  scrap,  despite  its  discourag- 
ing appearance,  is  90%  copper. 


Weight  of  Copper 
Drippings  From 
Victory  Carbons 


The  following  table  shows  the 
actual  weight  of  drippings  obtained 
from  a  unit  carton  of  the  various 
sizes  of  "National"  Victory  Carbons. 

8  mm  x  14"  "Suprex"  Positive  3.2  ounces 
8  mm  x  12"  "Suprex"  Positive  2.7  ounces 
7  mm  x  14"  "Suprex"  Positive  1.5  ounces 
7  mm  x  12"  "Suprex"  Positive  1.3  ounces 
7  mm  x  9"  "Orotip"  C  Negative  1.6  ounces 
6  mm  x    9"  "Orotip"  C  Negative  1.3  ounces 


The  trade-marks  "National,"  "Suprex"  and  "Orotip"  distinguish  products  of  National  Carbon  Company.,  Inc. 


Building 
Remodeling 


Equipment 
Maintenance 


DAILY 


NEW  YORK,  FRIDAY.  MAY  21.  1943 


WPB-WAC  WILL  INTENSIFY  COPPER  DRIVE 

NSS  Establishes  Regional  Warehouse  System 


New  Setup  to  Assist 
Nation's  Exhibitors; 
Provides  for  Expansion 


National  Screen  Service,  under  the 
aegis  of  President  Herman  Robbins, 
yesterday  amplified  the  company's 
new  plan,  an- 
nounced at  mid- 
week, to  estab- 
lish four  ware- 
houses in  differ- 
ent sections  of 
the  U.  S.,  and 
thereby  maintain 
an  a  d  d  i  t  i  o  n  al 
source  of  supply 
which  will  tend 
to  improve  ser- 
vice to  exhibitors, 
since  most  local 
exchanges  will  be 
able  to  obtain  their  requirements 
practically     overnight     from     these 

(Continued  on   Page   11) 


New  Signal  System 
Makes  Theater  Bow 


Equipment  Field  Notes 


Newark,  N.  J. — Believed  to  be  the 
first  in  the  nation's  theaters,  is  an 
electric  light  signal  system  recently 
installed  at  the  Rialto  Theater,  here, 
conceived  primarily  for  the  benefit 
of  air-raid  wardens,  nurses  and  all 
other  units  of  our  civilian  defense 
forces,  subject  to  call  in  the  event 
of  an  air  raid,  test  or  real. 

Operated  from  a  switch  in  the 
manager's  office,  the  system  works 
automatically  from  a  panel  near  the 
screen,  in  full  view  of  the  theater's 

(Continued  on   Page  10) 


They're  Literally 

— Safety  Carbons! 

Hottest  one  on  the  exhibition  front 
is  the  Midwest  exhibitor  who  keeps 
his  carbons  in  a  safety  deposit  vault, 
and  at  the  start  of  each  day's  opera- 
tions removes  what  he  needs,  plus  a 
couple  of  spares,  and  doles  them 
out  as  though  they  were  super-ra- 
tioned. Many  managers  around  the 
country  are  known  to  lock  their 
carbons  in  safes  at  night,  fearing 
possible   misplacement  or   theft. 


THREE  Eastman  Kodak  Workers  in  Roches- 
'  ter  will  receive  cash  awards  for  intro- 
ducing improved  processes  in  their  depart- 
ments. Roy  D.  Schutte  will  receive  $500 
for  devising  an  alloy  drill  which  will  cut 
hardened  steel  more  quickly  and  efficiently 
than  the  type  of  drill  used  previously.  Ernest 
Allan  and  Walter  Norton  will  get  $100 
each  for  their  suggested  improvement  in  a 
film  coating  machine. 

Ticket  Register  Corp.,  Chicago,  has 
moved  its  offices  in  that  city  to  1325 
So.  Wabash  A  ve.,  and  is  also  combining 
the  Eastern  service  department  with 
the  Chi.  factory. 

Ritz  Theater,  Litchfield,  III.,  which  has 
been  operating  on  week-ends,  has  been 
closed,  and  interior  and  exterior  improve- 
ments are  being  made.  Reopening  is  sched- 
uled for  Sunday,  next.  Each  pic  will  be 
shown  seven  days,  from  Sunday  through 
Saturday,   when   the   stand    resumes. 

Recognition  of  pioneer  achievements 
in  engineering  research  in  the  optical 
field  came  to  Carl  L.  Bausch,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  research  and 
engineering  at  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical 
Co.,  Rochester,  when  he  was  presented 
the  Arents  medal  by  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity   at    commencement    ceremonies. 

Star  Theater,  Star  Junction,  Pa.,  which 
has  been  shuttered  for  several  years,  has 
been  taken  over  and  reopened  by  John 
Beck,  after  having  received  interior  and 
exterior    renovation. 

Reuben  Lynch,  guard  at  Eastman 
Kodak,  Rochester,  has  five  sons  and  a 
daughter  now  in  the  armed  forces. 


Associated  Theaters,  Detroit,  has  added 
Altec  Service's  booth  repair-replacement 
parts  provision  to  the  Altec  Service  agree- 
ment for  11  Associated  houses  in  Michigan. 
F.   C.    Dickely   negotiated    for   Altec. 

The  big  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  factory, 
DeKalb,  III.,  has  been  switched  to  full 
war  production,  according  to  R.  C. 
Rolling,  president.  .  .  .  Company  this 
year  is  celebrating  its  86th  anniversary. 

Scott  Ballantyne  Co.,  Omaha,  reports 
following  recent  sales:  Phil  March,  Coed 
Theater,  Wayne,  Neb.,  booth  equipment; 
Mort  Troxell,  Moon  Theater,  Wilbar,  Neb., 
booth  equipment;  Byron  Hopkins,  Sidney 
Theater,  Sidney,  la.,  booth  equipment  and 
theater    renovated. 

Leo  Solomon  has  reopened  the  Rio, 
Chicago,  after  a  complete  overhaul,  in- 
cluding sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment.    Si  Greiver  books  the  house. 

Theodore  K.  Anthony  will  open  the  Var- 
sity Theater  in  Urbana,  III.,  as  soon  as  im- 
provements are  completed.  The  Woodford 
Theater,  Eureka,  III.,  has  reopened  with 
Joe  McAllister  as  manager,  and  the  Wash- 
burn, Washington,  III.,  is  now  operating 
four  days  each  week  under  the  manage- 
ment  of   George    M.    Butler. 

Lester  R.  Wellman,  Leonard  Komie 
and  N.  H.  Tepper  have  formed  Welk 
Company  in  Chicago,  with  offices  at 
219  West  Chicago  Ave.,  to  deal  in  elec- 
trical equipment  for  the  theater  trade. 


Big  Responsibility  Rests 
On  Exhibition  Field  to 
Provide  Some  90,000  Lbs. 


Washington  Bureau  o1  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — With  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  in  impending  all-out  and 
decisive  stages,  and  success  on  the 
battlefield,  on  the  seas,  and  in  the 
skies  depending  heavily  on  avail- 
ability of  metals  on  the  home  front, 
WPB  is  about  to  launch  a  collec- 
tion drive  to  obtain  the  maximum 
amount  of  copper,  brass  and  bronze, 
— and  the  film  industry  as  a  whole, 
and  particularly  the  exhibition  field, 
is  about  to  be  asked  to  play  a  more 
strenuous  role  than  ever  in  the  met- 
als-collection scheme,  under  the 
aegis  of  the  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. 

It  appears  that  a  special  and  di- 
rect  appeal   to   filmland's   exhibitors 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Filmland  May  Adopt 
Army  Scene  Selector 


Washingtm    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    ■  OA'ILY 

Washington — Army  film  reviewers 
are  being  accommodated  by  something 
brand  new  in  the  field  of  motion  pic- 
ture scene  selecting,  which  Holly- 
woodites  now  in  the  service,  and  who 
have  used  the  device,  declare  packs 
potentialities  for  studios,  and  a  long- 
range  plan  is  said  to  be  already  un- 
der discussion  toward  this  objective. 
The    reviewers    select    footage    for 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Save  every  OUNCE  of  Copper- 
the  Axis! 


-to  POUND 


Film  Preservation  Stressed 

Back-and-Front  Lacquering  Seen  Major  Aid 


3  Firemen  Killed,  16  Hurt 
In  Salt  Lake  Theater  Fire 


Salt  Lake  City— The  Victory  The- 
ater here  was  destroyed  by  a  $100,- 
000  fire  yesterday  in  which  three 
firemen  were  killed  and  16  others 
injured.  Possibility  of  incendiarism 
is  being  investigated. 


Widespread  industry  adoption  of 
front-and-back  lacquering  of  film, 
a  process  promulgated  originally 
some  three  years  ago  by  R.  H. 
Talbot  of  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  looms 
as  a  step  to  preserve  motion  picture 
negatives  and  prints,  and  thereby 
effect  a  degree  of  practical  conser- 
vation of  film,  both  during  the  war, 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Blessed  Be  Death 
That  Cuts  In  Marble 

With  Decoration  Day  just  around 
the  corner,  the  Flag  Association  is 
anxious  that  all  film  theaters  and 
other  public  places  fly  Old  Glory  on 
that  holiday, — and  to  fly  it  properly. 
Our  flag  goes  to  half-staff  from  dawn 
to  noon,  and  from  noon  until  sunset 
it  flies  at  full-staff.  Flying  of  the 
flag  this  year  will  have  particular 
significance,  for  it  is  a  mark  of  re- 
spect not  only  to  our  hero  dead  of 
former  wars,  but  to  those  of  Amer- 
ica's sons  who  have  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice  in  this  most  critical  of  all 
struggles. 
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Gov't  Seeks  Bigger 
Copper  Collections 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

to  channel  their  brass,  bronze  and 
particularly  copper,  via  salvage, 
back  into  war  manufactories,  will  be 
made  shortly  by  the  War  Produc- 
tion Board,  which  estimates  that 
some  99,000  pounds  of  copper  can  be 
furnished  by  theatermen  during  the 
next  12  months.  Government  esti- 
mates also  that  all  copper  drip- 
pings and  strippings  contain  ap- 
proximately 99.2  per  cent  of  the 
metal  in  pure  form,  and  that  a  mini- 
mum of  chemical  reclamation  is 
therefore   necessary. 

Pressing  need  for  copper  can  be 
realized,  WPB  officials  assert,  by 
citing  that  a  battleship  contains 
some  2,000,000  pounds  of  the  metal, 
and  that  a  single  radio  finding  device 
contains  more  than  a  ton. 

WPB  and  WAC  leaders  are  hope- 
ful that  far  more  copper  can  be  con- 
tributed by  the  film  industry  in  the 
next  12  months  than  has  been  the 
case  during  the  entire  span  from 
Pearl  Harbor  to  date.  Better  or- 
ganization and  a  greater  degree  of 
co-operation,  as  well  as  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  urgency,  are  given  as 
the  reasons  back  of  the  expectation. 


O'Donnell  to  Talk  Copper 
To  New  York  WAC  Group 

The  War  Activities  Committee 
members  in  the  New  York  exchange 
area  will  convene  at  the  Hotel  As- 
tor  today  to  break  bread  with  and 
listen  to  a  talk  on  copper,  brass  and 
bronze  delivered  by  Bob  O'Donnell, 
who  has  been  touring  the  country 
for  the  past  few  weeks  addressing 
other  WAC  groups  on  the  subject. 

The  luncheon  meeting  will  also 
hear  Allen  Smith,  Chief  of  the 
Amusement  Section  of  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board,  who  will  document 
O'DonnelPs  remarks  by  emphasizing 
the  enormous  importance  of  the  so- 
called  "Copper,  Brass  and  Bronze 
Matinee"  in  adding  to  the  Govern- 
ment's depleted  stores  of  the  critical 
materials. 

Toastmaster  Sam   Rinzler  will  in- 
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DADTC  FOR  ANY  model 

THn  10  or  type 

Knives  -  Belts  -  Electric  Switches  - 
Motor  Armatures  -  Motor  Brushes 


Double  Lacquering  of 
Film  Eyed  by  Trade 


(Continued  from  Page  9) 

when  footage  is  scarce,  and  in  the 
post-war  period  when  economic 
transition  must  be  faced,  it  was  as- 
serted yesterday  by  authoritative 
sources.  Method  and  advantages  of 
the  front-and-back  coating  to  ar- 
rest film  abrasion  and  counter  oil 
dfmage  in  course  of  projection,  as 
well  as  general  preservation,  has 
been  demonstrated  via  intensive  ex- 
perimentation carried  on  by  M-G-M, 
RKO  Radio,  and  other  production 
■hannels,  and  the  process  has  been 
used  successfully  for  some  time  on 
negative  by  a  large  film  laboratory, 
which,  it  is  asserted,  would  not  now 
be   without   it. 

Employment  of  lacquer  on  two 
sides  mesns  that  the  coating  and 
lot  the  film  "will  take  the  beating" 
n  the  course  of  usage,  and  one  ba- 
lance of  how  effective  the  Talbot 
method  is  can  be  gleaned  from  the 
"act  that  the  lacquer  can  be  re- 
moved in  an  alkali  bath,  and  the  film 
re-lacquered,  with  the  footage  re- 
aining  its  origin?  1  good  condition. 
Application  by  both  the  Army  and 
Xavy  of  the  Talbot  process  is  now 
?nvisioned,  plus  use  by  the  commer- 
cial film  business.  It  is  reported 
that  one  of  the  duties  of  Lester  B. 
Isaac,  whose  designation  as  special 
industrial  consultant  to  WPB  was 
disclosed  this  week,  will  be  further- 
ance of  the  front-and-back  lacquer 
process. 


troduce  the  speakers  mentioned 
above,  as  well  as  others  including 
S.  H.  Fabian,  chairman,  Theaters 
Division,   and    Arthur   Mayer. 

O'Donnell,  after  addressing  this 
group,  will  continue  on  the  itinerary 
which,  when  completed,  will  have 
brought  the  news  of  the  theatermen's 
renewed  efforts  to  relieve  the  cop- 
per shortage,  to  all  but  five  exchange 
areas.  Monday,  May  24th,  will  find 
him  in  Buffalo,  the  25th  in  Detroit, 
the  26th  in  St.  Louis.  The  swing 
continues  on  June  8th  for  Dallas, 
June  9th  for  Oklahoma  City;  in  both 
these  cities  O'Donnell  will  be  joined 
by  Francis  S.  Harmon,  WAC  ex- 
ecutive   vice-chairman. 

Following  this  O'Donnell  will  con- 
clude his  war-inspired  "Chautauqua" 
with  appearances  at  Memphis,  June 
14th,  Atlanta,  15th  and  Charlotte, 
16th. 
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Perfect  Fit 
GUARANTEED 


THEATRE   SOUND   SYSTEMS 
AND   PROJECTORS 


War-born  DEVRY  preci- 
sion Theatre  Projectors 
and  Sound  Systems  pre- 
sent developments  far 
beyond  previously  ac- 
cepted standards. DEVRY 
Corporation,  1112  Armi- 
tage  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


DeVRY^ 

Hollywood  •   CHICAGO   •   New  York 


Stand  Was  Stepping 
Right  Along,  Until — 

Newark — The  Little  Theater  here, 
in  the  midst  of  a  four  weeks'  run  on 
"39  Steps,"  has  been  forced  to  take 
another  step,  clos'ng  for  at  least 
one  month,  pending  repairs  and  com- 
plete redecoration,  necessitated  by  a 
fire  of  undetermined  origin  which 
swept  through  the  interior  a  week 
ago. 


New  Signal  System 
Makes  Theater  Bow 


Latest  Sales  by  WTSC 
To  Theaters  Reported 


Omaha,  Neb. — The  Western  The- 
ater Supply  Company  reports  the 
following  recent  sales:  U.  S.  Naval 
depot,  Hastings,  Neb.,  complete 
sound  equipment,  lamps  and  other 
booth  equipment;  State  theater, 
Hastings,  Neb.,  mechanisms;  Fred 
Andersen,  Clay  Center,  Neb.,  sound 
equipment;  Rosecrans  Field,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  complete  stage  and 
lighting  equipment;  Clem  Tramp, 
Crofton,    Neb.,    sound    equipment. 


Loma,  Coloma,  Mich.,  Burns 

Coloma,  Mich. — The  Loma  Theater 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Loss  is  esti- 
mated at  $40,000.  The  fire  was  dis- 
covered by  a  night  watchman  and  a 
telephone  operator  on  duty  at  a 
nearby  exchange.  Both  said  they 
heard   a    series    of   explosions. 


(Continued  from  Page  9) 

audience.  For  the  "Detection  Per- 
iod" warning  signal,  a  yellow  light 
is  flashed  across  the  panel,  followed 
by  a  blue  light  to  indicate  the  "Ale£t 
Period."  The  "Attack  Period"  is(<^  » 
dicated  by  a  blinking  red  light,  fol- 
lowed in  turn  by  the  second  blue 
light  to  indicate  that  the  attackers 
have  passed  but  may  return  and 
finally,  the  white  light  indicating  the 
"All  Clear." 

Conceived  by  D.  J.  Shepherd,  the- 
ater manager,  primary  purpose  of 
the  installation  is  to  give  civilian 
defense  unit  members  attending  the 
Rialto  Theater,  every  assurance  that 
they  will  be  immediately  informed 
in  any  emergency,  thus  enabling 
them  to  leave  the  theater  in  ample 
time  to  reach  their  respective  posts. 


WAGNER    COMPLETE 
LOBBY    DISPLAY    UNIT 

Colorful  beauty-smashing  display.  One  unit 
holds  3  lines  of  PLASTIC  Translucent 
Colored    Letters.     Send   for   literature. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 
218    S.     Hoyne    Ave.,    Chicago 


FOR  YOUR  BOOTH 


EMERGENCY  REPAIR  PARTS  Every  National 
Branch  has  a  stock  of  emergency  repair  parts  for 
quick  replacement. 

MAIL  ORDER  PARTS  STOCK  National  is  de- 
livering  the  genuine  Simplex  parts  exhibitors  need, 
proved  by  shipments  over  the  past  six  months  greater 
than  ever  before.  ,. 

LOAN   SERVICE   EQUIPMENT  Emergency  loan 

equipment  more  complete  than  ever,  ready  for  use 
when  you  need  it. 

Today  National  Theatre  Supply  provides  protection  for  you  on  three 
fronts — a  three-way  contribution  to  better  projection  equipment  main- 
tenance. Remember,  there  has  been  no  rationing  of  National's  eagerness 
and  ability  to  serve.  More  than  16  years'  experience  in  serving  exhibitors, 
day  or  night,   is   your  assurance  that   National   will  see  you  through. 


NATIONAL  THEATRE   SUPPLY 


Division  of  NATIONAL- 


-BLUDWORTH,  INC. 


Friday,  May  21,  1943 


w 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


11 


DAILY 


Hew  Warehouse  Setup 
Established  by  NSS 


(Continued  from  Page  9) 

warehouses.  This  new  innovation, 
It  is  declared  by  William  B.  Brenner, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  opera- 
tions, is  one  that  will  have  far-reach- 
ing effects  toward  offsetting  present- 
6-      shipping  and   servicing  difficul- 

i  nese  warehouses  will  stock  lobby 
materials  for  all  new  pictures  cover- 
ing the  releases  of  Paramount, 
Metro,  RKO,  and  Warner,  plus  a 
stock  of  older  productions  currently 
in  release  but  material  hard  to  get. 

This  library  of  advertising  mate- 
rial will  go  back  several  years.  The 
two  main  objects  are  to  overcome 
present  transportation  problems, 
and  have  on  hand  plenty  of  posters 
and  displays  to  cover  all  the  needs 
of  the  exhibitor. 

The  New  York  warehouse  will  sup- 
ply the  following  exchanges:  Al- 
bany, Boston,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  De- 
troit, New  Haven,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh,  and  Washington;  Chi- 
cago warehouse  will  supply  Dallas, 
Denver,  Des  Moines,  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis,  Oklahoma,  Omaha,  St. 
Louis  and  Kansas  City;  the  Atlanta 
warehouse  Charlotte,  Cincinnati,  In- 
dianapolis, Memphis  and  New  Or- 
leans, while  the  San  Francisco  ware- 
house will  supply  Los  Angeles,  Port- 
land, Salt  Lake  City  and   Seattle. 

NSS  contemplates  the  opening  of 
additional  warehouses  as  the  need 
arises.  It  is  planned  to  have  ware- 
houses for  trailers  in  various  strate- 
gic points  around  the  country,  which 
v ill  supply  the  National  Screen  of- 
fices with  sufficient  numbers  of 
prints  to  meet  every  exhibitor's 
booking  requirement. 


Blaze  Destroys  Dunlap 

Dunlap,  la. — The  Dunlap  Theater 
was  destroyed  by  fire  with  damage 
estimated  at  $20,000  on  the  building 
and  contents.  Local  firemen  were 
unable  to  cope  with  the  blaze  and 
firemen  from  Woodbine  responded 
to  a  call  for  aid  and  were  able  to 
coiifine  the  fire  to  the  two-story  brick 
structure. 


Carlin's  Theater  Burns 

Spalding,  Neb. — Fire  of  an  un- 
known origin  destroyed  the  $10,000 
theater  here  owned  by  Henry  Car- 
lin.  Loss  was  partially  covered  by 
insurance. 


WE  CAN    STILL   SUPPLY 


all  standard  35mm.  pre- 
cision projector  replace- 
ment parts. 

We  do  not  sell  to 
theatres,   direct. 

FREE  —  Our  latest 
complete    projector    parts 

catalog. 

GIVE  your  dealer's  name, 

when  writing  to  get  your 

copy  of  our  catalog. 


WENZEL    PROJECTOR    CO. 


2505-19  South  State  St. 


Chicago,   III. 


I  .  S.  Army  Photographic  Unit  Demonstrates 

Necessity  To  Be  The  Mother  of  invention 

Camp  Livingston,  La. — Thrown  on  their  own  during  night  maneuvers  here, 
the  4th  Signal  Photographic  Laboratory  Unit  found  itself  faced  with  the  problem 
of  developing  and  printing  film, — both  motion  and  still — ,  without  disclosing 
position  by  use  of  a  noisy  generator.  Problem  had  them  right  under  the  enemy 
guns.  Unable  to  employ  their  generator,  the  lads  were  forced  to  substitute 
automobile  headlight  bulbs  for  the  regular  printer  lights.  A  standard  printer 
was  used  and  a  small  watchman's  electric  lantern  placed  inside  a  cardboard 
box  provided  stisfactory  safelight. 


Film  Industry  May  Opening  of  Chi.  Theater 

Adopt  Army  Scene  Selector  Postponed  by  Management 

Chicago — Opening  of  the  Grand 
Theater  in  the  local  Loop  district  by 
RKO  interests  has  been  postponed 
for  another  month,  due  to  inability 
to  make  the  improvements  originally 
planned   for   the   house,   it  asserted. 


(.Continued  from  Page  9) 

training  purposes,  while  the  Bureau 
of  Public  Relations  chooses  film  for 
newsreels,  the  former  group  com- 
prising representatives  of  the  vari- 
ous Army  branches,  such  as  engi- 
neers, ordnance,  tank  corps,  medical 
units,  etc. 

Revieweis  sit  in  a  small  theater  in 
the  huge  Pentagon  Building,  the 
table  in  front  of  them,  in  the  rear 
of  the  "auditorium,"  is  equipped  with 
some  20  built-in  switches.  When  a 
reviewer  sees  footage  which  he 
wants,  he  throws  his  switch  and  a 
red  light  glows  to  remind  him  that 
his  switch  is  on.  These  switches 
are  connected  electrically  with  tape- 
recorders  in  the  projection  booth. 
There  are  four  of  these  recorders, 
each  providing  selection  records  for 
the  switches  of  five  reviewers.  Re- 
corders are  synchronized  with  the 
projectors.  As  a  screening  starts, 
perforation   tapes   pass   through   the 


recorders,  and,  when  a  switch  is 
thrown  by  any  reviewer,  perfora- 
tion on  the  corresponding  track 
ceases.  After  the  screening,  the 
tapes  are  read  automatically  and 
transcribed  on  laboratory  work 
sheets.  System  was  developed  by 
the  Army  in  co-operation  with  West- 
ern Union. 


WHITEWAY 

ELECTRIC   SIGN    &   MAINTENANCE   CO. 

Thomas  F.  Flannery,  President 

315-17   W.   Walton   St.  Chicago,    III. 

Delaware   9111 


usAIRco 


IS   PLANNING 


tomorrow's  cooling  Today 

The  majority  of  the  nation's  exhibitors,  their  architects  and 
engineers  have  long  relied  on  usAIRco  for  comfort  cooling. 
Because  they  know  that  usAIRco' s  designing  and  manufactur- 
ing policy  is  based  on  a  sound  and  simple  business  principle. 

To  engineer  and  manufacture  comfort  cooling  that  will  make  a 
profit  for  the  exhibitor — This  principle  includes  not  only  design- 
ing a  system  for  the  house,  but  also  a  system  that  will  not  eat 
up  the  owner's  profits.  So  systems  are  always  designed  with 
consideration  for  the  operating  budget. 

Regardless  of  the  size  of  house  usAIRco 
can  furnish  comfort  cooling  that  will  make  a 
profit  for  you.  Right  now,  we're  heavily  en- 
gaged in  building  material  for  the  war  effort, 
but  still  find  time  for  engineering  talent  to  de- 
velop better  systems  for  tomorrow's  cooling. 

Refrigerated  Kooler-Aire 

This  Unit,  a  masterpiece  of  engineering  sim- 
plicity combines  every  phase  of  refrigerated 
cooling  in  a  Single  Unit.  Manufactured  in 
various  sizes,  it  can  be  used  singly  or  in  com- 
bination with  other  units  to  give  you  the 
precise  capacity  you  need  .  .  .  Refrigerated 
Kooler-Aire  is  a  good  unit  to  be  acquainted 
with.  Books  describing  this  system  are  avail- 
able. We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  CONDITIONING  CORPORATION 

Profits  in  Cooling  for  the  Exhibitor 
NORTHWESTERN    TERMINAL    .    MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA 


Eastman  Gun  Sight 
Telescopes  in  Work 

Rochester  —  Panoramic  telescopes 
that  sight  field  artillery,  howitzers 
and  guns  are  being  made  by  East- 
man Kodak  Co.  here,  it  has  been 
announced.  The  M-12  gun  sight  is 
mounted  rigidly  to  its  gun  and  then 
is  corrected  so  that  both  it  and  the 
gun  operate  together  in  all  positions. 
The  sight  works  in  conjunction  with 
the  aiming  circle,  also  made  by 
Kodak. 


Exhibitors  of  America  have  many  du- 
ties to  perform  these  war  days.  You 
build  unity  and  morale  through  motion 
picture  presentations— and  you  promote 
and  support  the  various  government 
drives  that  are  initiated  to  spur  war 
production  and  civilian  defense. 

RCA  Service,  like  exhibitors,  is  carry- 
ing on  important  war  duties:  RCA  en- 
gineers are  rendering  scheduled  service 
to  projection  room  equipment  in  thou- 
sands of  theatres  to  "Keep  'em  Run- 
ning"—and  other  RCA  Service  groups 
are  installing  military  equipment  and 
instructing  personnel,  in  this  country 
and  at  the  battlefronts. 

The  RCA  Service  organization  is  to- 
day more  than  nation-wide 
...  it  is  world-wide  . . .  serv- 
ing   the    home   front    and 
battlefronts  too! 


RCA  SERVICE  CO.,  INC. 

RADIO  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 
Subsidiary 

Camden,  N.  J. 


''    THIS   IS   NUMBER   1   OF  A   SERIES   OF  ADVERTISEMENTS    SPONSORED    BY   THE   INTERNATIONAL    PROJECTOR    CORPORATION 
MANUFACTURERS    OF  EQUIPMENT    IN    COOPERATION    WITH    THE    NATIONAL    CONSERVATION    PROGRAM 
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Jo  Conserve  Our  Equipment 
Helps  the  War  Effort" 


S.  H.  FABIAN 

Chairman  Theatre  Division, 

War  Activities  Committee 


^ 


/ 


—  MUfA  S.  H.  FABIAN 

TN  the  total  all-out  war  in  which  we  Americans  are  engaged  the  theatre 
-i-  has  an  important  place  and  definite  missions  to  perform. 

These  missions  are— (1)  to  entertain  the  great  American  public  and 
the  men  in  our  armed  forces  so  that  from  the  relaxation  they  obtain  in 
our  theatres  they  can  renew  their  strength  to  fight  the  battle,  either  on 
the  firing  line  or  on  the  home  front;  (2)  to  inform  the  public  of  what  is 
going  on  and  to  give  the  messages  of  our  Government  on  the  screen; 
and  (3)  to  make  the  theatre  the  center  of  all  community  activities  so 
that  the  various  war  relief,  as  well  as  patriotic  civic  groups  can  func- 
tion with  maximum  efficiency. 

In  order  that  the  theatre  may  accomplish  these  all  important  mis- 
sions we,  as  showmen,  must  keep  our  equipment  and  our  plants  in  per- 
fect order.  Every  performance  that  we  give  at  this  time  must  equal  or 
exceed  in  quality  any  that  we  have  ever  given.  Everything  we  do  to 
conserve  our  equipment  helps  the  war  effort.  Everything  we  fail  to  do 
in  conserving  supplies  and  materials  is  helping  our  enemies!" 
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DETROIT  EXCHANGES  FJCHT  48-HOUR  WEEK 

Appeal  Board  Sets  Precedent  In  Sosna  Case 


Board  Proposes  "Satis- 
factory Run";  Exhib. 
Wins  Without  Counsel 


For  the  first  time,  the  motion  pic- 
ture appeal  board  has  set  up  what, 
in  its  opinion,  constitutes  a  satisfac- 
tory run  that  is  not  calculated  to 
defeat  the  purpose  of  Section  VI  of 
the  consent  decree.  Case  involves 
the  complaint  filed  by  Louis  Sosna, 
operating  the  Sosna  Theater,  Mex- 
ico, Mo.  Case  is  regarded  as  inter- 
esting inasmuch  as  Sosna,  a  small  in- 
dependent exhibitor,  filed  his  com- 
plaint, received  an  award,  appealed 
it,  had  it  remanded  to  the  arbitra- 
tor and  returned  to  the  appeal  board 
without  the  services  of  an  attorney. 

Sosna  originally  charged  that  Vi- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 

USO  to  Ask  Rating 
For  Actors  Over  38 


USO  Camp  Shows,  Inc.,  this  week 
is  expected  to  appeal  to  either  the 
War  Manpower  Commission  or  Selec- 
tive Service  for  an  essential  rating. 
Purpose  of  the  move  is  to  permit 
actors  over  38  years  of  age  who 
might  be  ordered  to  get  jobs  in  fac- 
tories or  other  war  industries  to 
serve  in  the  USO  Camp  Show  units. 

USO  leaders  are  of  the  opinion 
that  men  who  have  spent  their  lives 
in  the  entertainment  field  would  be 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Morey  Leaving  Rep.  to 
Supervise  for  Monogram 

M.  Edward  Morey,  district  man- 
ager for  Eepublic  in  New  England, 
will  join  Monogram  on  June  1  as 
supervisor  of  exchange  operations. 
He  will  move  to  New  York  from  Bos- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Warners  to  Release 
One  in  June  and  July 

Warners  will  release  one  pic  in 
June  and  another  in  July.  "Action  in 
the  North  Atlantic"  goes  out  on  June 
12  "Background  to  Danger"  on 
July  3. 


PARA.  SLATE  UP  FOR  RE-ELECTION 

Will  Name  16  to  Board  June  15 — Balaban's 
$242,695  Top  Company  Salary  for  Year 


Re-election  of  the  entire  slate  of 
16  directors  will  be  recommended 
by  management  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Paramount  Pictures  Inc. 
stockholders,  June  15,  according  to 
the  notice  of  meeting.  Term  of  of- 
fice will  be  one  year. 

Directors  include  Neil  F.  Agnew, 
Barney  Balaban,  Stephen  Callaghan, 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Harvey  D.  Gib- 


son, A.  Conger  Goodyear,  Stanton 
Griffis,  Duncan  G.  Harris,  John  D. 
Hertz,  John  W.  Hicks,  Jr.,  Austin  C. 
Keough,  Earl  I.  McClintock,  Mau- 
rice Newton,  E.  V.  Richards,  Edwin 
L.  Weisl  and  Adolph  Zukor. 
Stock  Holdings  Listed 
Proxy  statement  included  in  the 
notice  reveals  that  Agnew  holds  no 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


$13,283,114  in  April 
Ticket  Tax  Receipts 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — A  rise  of  nearly  one 
and  one-half  million  dollars  in  the 
total  national  amusement  tax  col- 
lections for  the  month  of  April,  on 
March  receipts,  was  announced  over 
the  week-end  by  the  Bureau  of  In- 
ternal Revenue.  April  collections 
totaled  $13,283,114.99  as  compared 
with   March  collections    of   $11,874,- 

(C ontinued  on  Page  3) 


Ohio  Bill  Would  Jail 
Operators  of  Lotteries 


Columbus,  O. — The  Senate  Judic- 
iary Committee  has  recommended 
passage  of  the  amended  resolution 
governing    lotteries,    which    has    al- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Five  Major  Points  In 
MPTOA  Decree  Memo 


An  outline  of  MPTOA's  proposals 
for  changes  in  the  New  York  con- 
sent decree  are  embodied  in  a  cur- 
rent organization  bulletin  released 
today  by  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president.  The  summarized  propos- 
als were  included  in  a  memorandum 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  and  were  said  to 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 


paramount  Calls  Its  4% 
Outstanding  Debentures 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
held  last  week,  the  committee  auth- 
orized the  calling  for  redemption  on 
June   23,  of  $3,000,000  of  the  com- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Huge  Goal  Is  Set  For  Copper 

O'Donnell  Speech  Launches  Local  Campaign 


Hearing  on  "U"  Merger 
May  Close  on  Wednesday 

Hearings  before  New  York  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  William  T.  Col- 
lins on  the  fairness  of  the  proposed 
plan  to  merge  Universal  Pictures 
Co.,  Inc.,  and  Universal  Corp.  and 
for  termination  of  a  minority  stock- 
holders'   suit   were    practically    con- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 
A  "pledge"  that  the  industry  will 
return  6,000,000  pounds  of  scrap 
copper  for  the  coming  year,  equiva- 
lent to  20  pounds  for  every  pound 
theaters  will  require  to  continue  op- 
eration, was  voiced  Friday  by  Bob 
O'Donnell,  national  chief  barker  of 
the  Variety  Clubs,  speaking  at  a 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Shift  from  Existing  Sched- 
ules Held  Not  Practical; 
Time  Element  Is  Stressed 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Detroit — Local  exchanges  will  seek 
to  be  excused  from  the  48-hour  week 
order  recently  mailed  to  most 
branches.  Letter  from  War  Man- 
power Commission  officials  asked  ex- 
changes to  explain  why  they  are  not 
working  48  hours  as  required  of  all 
establishments  in  this  area  and,  in 
the  case  of  Paramount,  demanded 
that  the  branch  increase  its  hours. 

One  exchange  voluntarily  asked  for 
approval  to  work  40  hours  before  re- 
ceiving   the    notice    and    permission 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Para.  Sfockholder's 
Resolutions  Opposed 


Resolutions  affecting  the  rights  of 
stockholders  to  inspect  director  and 
committee  meeting  minutes,  eligibil- 
ity of  directors,  reports  of  annual 
meetings  and  selection  of  auditors 
will  be  offered  June  15  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Sullivan  Named  Seattle 
Branch  Manager  for  UA 


Appointment  of  A.  J.  Sullivan  as 
UA's  Seattle  branch  manager,  suc- 
ceeding Frank  M.  Higgins,  resigned, 
was  announced  at  the  week-end  by 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Scully  Off  Today 

For  Studio  Huddles 

William  A.  Scully,  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager  of  Uni- 
versal, leaves  today  for  the  studio 
where  he  will  view  the  remaining 
product  on  the  current  season's  pro- 
gram and  confer  with  studio  execu- 
tives on  the  1943-44  program.  The 
parleys  will  be  held  preparatory  to  a 
single  sales  meeting  or  a  series  of 
regionals,  the  plan  to  be  adopted  upon 
Scully's  return. 
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HAVANA — Mary  Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes 
214.  HONOLULU  —  Eileen  O'Brien. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco-Aurelio  Galindo,  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico, D.  F. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.  Seat ^6%     165/8     16% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.(2V2%)  17%     171/a     17% 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3>/4       3'/s       3'/s 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd...    173/4     175/8     17% 

East.   Kodak   169y4  168       168 

do  pfd 

Cen.  Prec.  Eq 22%  22%  22% 

Loew's,  Inc 58%  58    57% 

Paramount    26%     26%     26% 

RKO    83/4       8%       8% 

RKO    $6    pfd 91         893/4     91 

20th    Century-Fox  20%     203/8     20% 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30y2     30         301/2 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 15  143/4     15 

do  pfd 80         80         80 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.    B'way   3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.104'/2    1041/2   104% 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102%   102%  102% 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.         .3  3  3 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%        1%        1% 

Sonotone  Corp 4  3y8       3y8 

Technicolor  13         123,4     12 

Trans-Lux     3%       3%       3% 

Universal    Corp.    vtc 
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MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

CO.,  INC. 
INSURANCE 

Specializing 

in  requirements  of  the 

Motion   Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
510  W.  6th  St.  Los  Angeles 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  S 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

The    Human    Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 13th    week Astor 

China    (Paramount    Pictures!— 5th    week Paramount 

Mission  to  Moscow  (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — 4th  week Hollywood 

Crash    Dive    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)— 4th    week Roxy 

The     Ox-Bow     Incident     (Twentieth     Century-Fox) — 3rd     week Rivoli 

At  Dawn  We  Die   (Republic  Pictures) — 3rd  week Abbey 

Lady  of  Burlesque   (United  Artists-Hunt  Stromberg) — 2nd  week Capitol 

The    More   the   Merrier    (Columbia   Pictures) — 2nd   week Music   Hall 

They  Came  to  Blow  Up  America   (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — 2nd  week Globe 

Desperadoes    (Columbia    Pictures) — 2nd    week Criterion 

Prelude    to    War    (OW1-WAC-AII    Distributors)— 2nd    week    (a) Strand 

Action   in   the   North   Atlantic    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)    (a) Strand 

Three    Hearts   for   Julia    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Loew's   State 

The    Leopard    Man     (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Rialto 

Flight  for  Freedom    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

The   Mysterious   Doctor    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)    (a) Palace 

Behind    Prison    Walls    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — Last    day    (a) New    York 

Carson    City    Cyclone    (Republic    Pictures) — Last    day    (a) New    York 

Pituri  Abbey 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

La  Mia  Canzone  al  Vento  (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.)— 5th  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Alia  en  el  Tropico   (Grovos-Mohme  Co.) — 3rd  week Belmont 

Masquerade    (Artkino    Pictures) — 2nd    week Stanley 

The   Virgin    of    Guadalupe    (Maya    Films) — 2nd    week World 

The  Swedes  in  and  Around  New  York 48th  St.  Theater 

Cuando  Los  Hyos  Se  Van Belmont 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Five   Craves   to   Cairo    (Paramount   Pictures) — May  26 Paramount 

The  Cabin  in  the  Sky   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures) — May  27 Criterion 

Corregidor    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) — May    28     (a) Globe 

Prelude  to  War  (OWI-WAC-AII  Distributors)— May  28  (a) Globe 

This   Land   is    Mine    (RKO    Radio   Pictures) — 'May   27 Rivoli 

Bataan    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) Capitol 

The   Youngest   Profession    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Music   Hall 

The   Russian   Storm    (Artkino    Pictures) — June   7 Stanley 

My  Friend  Flicka  (Twentieth  Century-Fox) — 'May  26 Roxy 

Night    Plane    from    Chungking    (Paramount    Pictures)     (c) Rialto 

The    Moon    is   Down    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — May   27    (a-b) Palace 

Cowboy    in    Manhattan    (Universal    Pictures) — May    27    (a) Palace 

Spy     Train     (Monogram    pictures) — Opens     tomorrow     (a) New     York 

Raiders  of  San  Joaquin  (Universal  Pictures) — Opens  tomorrow  (a) New  York 

Jalisco  Non  Te  Piarda  (c) World 

La  Vida  de  Simon  Bolivar  (c) Belmont 

(a)   Dual  bill,      (b)   Subsequent  run.      (c)    Follows  current  bill. 


Leserman  and  Schnitzer 
Off  on  Western  Itinerary 


Carl  Leserman,  UA  general  sale.c 
manager,  and  Edward  Schnitzer,  re- 
cently appointed  Western  divisior 
manager,  are  scheduled  to  leave  to 
day  for  a  tour  of  the  Western  ex 
change  cities,  with  their  first  stoi 
Chicago.  They  will  be  gone  foi 
about  two  weeks. 


Alex  Gottlieb  Resigns  "U"  ^ ' 

Hollywood — Producer    Alex 
lieb  has   resigned   at  Universal  anc 
will   leave   the   studio   upon   comple 
tion    of    "Fired    Wife,"    his    currenl 
assignment. 


Century  Plea  for  Empire 
Writ  Argued  Wednesday 

Application  of  Century  Circuit  for 
an  injunction  to  halt  any  steps  to 
dissolve  Empire  State  Motion  Pic- 
ture Operators  Union  wil  be  heard  in 
Kings  County  Supreme  Court  on 
Wednesday,  a  postponement  having 
been  granted  on  Friday  by  Justice 
Earnest  Hammer.  The  hearing  was 
to  have  been  held  today.  At  the  same 
time  the  court  will  hear  a  motion  by 
Empire  to  transfer  the  case  to  New 
York  County  Supreme  Court.  Em- 
pire sought  unsuccessfully  last  week 
to  get  a  stay  against  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  case  by  Century. 

The  restraining  order  was  granted 
to  Century  in  a  move  to  prevent  a 
consolidation  of  Empire  with  the 
IATSE's  Local  306. 


Arkansas  Exhibs.  to  Open 
Business  Session  Today 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — First  business 
session  of  the  semi-annual  conven- 
tion of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas  will 
be  held  today  at  the  Hotel  Marion 
here,  with  President  Claude  C. 
Mundo  presiding.  Yesterday's  pro- 
gram consisted  mainly  of  social 
functions  including  a  barbecue  at  a 
nearby  lake. 

Among  the  speakers  at  today's 
sessions  will  be  H.  M.  Richey  of 
Loew's,  Inc.,  and  T.  W.  Sharp,  re- 
tired owner  of  several  theaters  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Arkansas 
association.  At  the  banquet  tonight, 
two  plaques  will  be  awarded,  one  to 
an  exhibitor  and  the  other  to  a  dis- 
tributor selected  by  the  member- 
ship for  outstanding  service. 


comma  mid  goihg 


NORTON  V.  RITCHEY,  vice-president  of 
Monogram  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution, 
leaves  today  on  his  annual  tour  of  Latin  America. 

WILLIAM  SCULLY  leaves  today  for  the  Coast. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  COE  left  yesterday  for 
Hollywood. 

G.  L.  CARRINGTON,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Altec  Service,  has  returned  to 
New  York  from   the  Coast. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN  heads  East  within  two 
weeks   with    the    first   print   of    "For   Whom    the 


Bell    Tolls";    premiere    date    will    be    set    during 
his  stay  here. 

LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK 
are  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Chicago  today  from 
the    Coast. 

SOL   SIECEL   arrives   today   from   Hollywood. 

EUCENE  LORING  leaves  for  the  M-C-M  studios 

today    under   contract   as   a   choreographer. 

RICHARD  F.  WALSH,  IATSE  prexy,  is  due  back 
from    St.    Louis    today. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in  George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER' 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala   Stage   Revue    •    Symphony   Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seat!    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 
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V,  A  20th  < 

'--'-■    FOXR 


"CHINA" 

A    Paramount   Picture 

starring 
Loretta  Alan 

YOUNG     •      LADD 

PARAMOUNT     Times  Square 


In  Person 

BOBBY 

SHERWOOD 

and  his  orchestra 

EXTRA! 
Golden    Gate    Quartet 


122133 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


Rosalind  Russell  •  Fred  MacMurray 

FLIGHT  FOR  FREEDOM' 

and  

THE   MYSTERIOUS   DOCTOR' 

with    JOHN    LODER 


loTw°s§TRTE 


On  Screen 

"THREE  HEARTS 
FOR   JULIA" 

ANN    SOTHERN 
MELVYN    DOUGLAS 


Monday,  May  24,  1943 


l3^s 


aramounl  Slate 
Ip  for  Re-Elecfion 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ock  in  the  company.    Balaban  holds 

shares   of  common;    Callaghan 

-  100  shares  of  common;  Freeman 

is  450  common  shares;  Gibson  has  no 

•  ck,  although  Manufacturers  Trust 
f  which  he  is  chairman  of  the 

)  _^and  president,  owns  $3,326,800 
3*^>er  cent  debentures;   Goodyear 

i<  4,100  shares  of  common  and  2,- 

)0   common    shares   are   held   by   a 

ust  in  which  he  has  a  substantial 
,  terest;  Griffis  has  6,000  shares  of 

mimon  and  a  contingent  beneficial 
nder  interest  in  trusts  owning 

)000   common    shares    and    $15,000 

per  cent  debentures. 

Harris  has  1,180  common  shares;  Hertz, 
1000  common;  Hicks,  none;  Keough,  1.946 
.•mmon;  McClintock,  100  common;  Newton, 
1.665  common,  plus  a  contingent  remainder- 
an  interest  in  a  trust  holding  9,190  shares; 
ichards  has  no  stock  but  owns  a  majority 
voting    securities    of    Rochelle    Investment 

rp.    which    owns   6.750    shares   of    common; 

eisl    has    100    common    and    Zukor    owns    380 

ifes   of   common. 

HA    table    setting    forth    the    remuneration    oi 
rectors   and    officers    of    the    company    shows 
|iat    during    the    last    fiscal    year    (ended    Jan 
).    Tlalahan    was    the   highest    paid.       He    re- 
1  $.'42,695.93.  including  $211,035.66  from 
—J-  alaban    &    Katz    Corp.    on   an    old    contract. 
■     mount    was    $52,603.84   higher   than   his    1941 
f     impensation.       In    addition    the    company    set 
y     -ile    $74,991.41    for    Balaban    in    the    pension 
ust  plan   which   would   pay   him   almost   $11,- 
Jr     64.72    in    the    event    of    retirement. 
y  Freeman    Received   $130,000 

Freeman  received  the  second  largest  amount, 
1130,000.  Sum  of  $25,999.24  was  put  in  the 
ension  fund  which  would  pay  him  about 
24,614.76  on  retirement.  Henry  Ginsburg. 
ice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
~  ludio,  received  $114,375  last  year,  $18,175 
than  in  1941,  and  Zukor  was  paid 
108.800    for   his    services. 

Other  remunerations  were :  Agnew,  $64,- 
'00,  $1,800  greater  than  1941  (he  was  cred- 
ed  with  $12,479.47  in  the  pension  fund  which 


u 


ted  with  $12,479.47  in  the  pension  fund  which 
vnuld  pay  him  $11,964.72  a  year);  Hicks, 
J41,600  ($8,312.20  in  pension  fund  with  bene- 
it  of  $5,358.84  annually)  ;  Jacob  K.  Kar, 
s-istant  secretary.  $36,400;  Keough,  $78,000. 
>17,000  more  than  1941  ($15,599.39  in  pen- 
Eund;  $11,679.12  benefit). 
Also.  Leonard  H.  Goldenson.  v. -p.  in  charge 
f    theaters,    $33,000,    $8,200    more    than    1941 

0^4,998.29    in   pension   fund;    $14,544    benefit); 
«\  alter    B.    Cokell    treasurer    $23,400     ($4,679 
n    pension    fund    with    $3,260    benefit) ;    Fred 
Bohrhardt,    comptroller   $20,S00    ($4,156.52    in 
>ension   fund    with   $3,550.32   benefit)  ;    Griflis, 
:  14.923.10,    plus    a    share    of    commissions    re- 
vived  from    Paramount    by    Hemphill,    Noyes 
&   Co.    of   which   he   is   a   partner    ($24,999.91 
pension    fund;    $12,438.72    benefit). 
Also,     Callaghan,     $2,616.67;     Gibson,     $1,- 
J16.67;     Goodyear,     $2,116.67;      Harris,     $2,- 
67;     Hertz,     $1,966.67,     plus    a     share     of 
■'  mmissions    paid    by    Paramount    to    Lehman 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  • 

HENRY  J.  MILLER,  USA,  formerly,  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  commissioned  a  2nd 
lieutenant. 

DOUGLAS  CEORCE,  USN,  formerly  20th-Fox 
publicity,  Cleveland,  commissioned  an  ensign. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

SIDNEY  EPSTEIN,  USMC,  former  manager,  Center 

Theater,   Dover,   Me.,   to   1st  lieutenant. 
2nd     Lt.     ROBERT     L.     SCOTT,     USA,     formerly, 

Majestic    Theater,    Gettysburg,    Pa.,    to    1st 

lieutenant. 
EDWARD  F.  GIBBONS,  former  assistant  manager, 

Strand,    Clinton,    Mass.,    to   master  sergeant. 


*  ARMY  * 

MANNY    WEISS,    maanger,    Metropolitan   Theater, 

Cleveland. 
CHARLES     VILLENCY,     OWI     formerly     make-up 

editor,    Motion    Picture    Daily. 
HENRY    BRUENIG,    booker,    United   Artists,    New 

Haven. 
JOE     FLEISCHEL,     Florida     State     Theaters     city 

manager,    Deland. 
NORMAN    ROLF,    Lockwood    &    Cordon    district 

manager,    'Boston. 
ARTHUR     PILON,     Warner     Theaters,      Newark, 

N.  J. 
IRVING     ZWILLMAN,     projectionist,      Roosevelt 

Theater,   Newark. 


$13,283,114  in  April 
Ticket  Tax  Receipts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

676.18.       April    collections    in    1942 
were   only    $10,788,463.32. 

Approximately  90  per  cent  of  the 
total  collections  is  realized  from  mo- 
tion picture  admissions. 

An  even  greater  rise  than  the  totals  shown 
throughout  most  of  the  nation  was  indicated 
by  comparison  of  figures  for  the  past  two 
collection  periods  from  the  Third  New  York 
(Broadway  Area)  collection  district.  The 
March  collection  total  of  $2,368,546.34  dipped 
to  only  $1,786,817.59  last  month.  This  was 
^till  substantially  higher  than  the  $1,470,- 
2X4.44  collected  from  that  district  during 
April,     1942. 

Where  theater  admissions  accounted  for 
$2,220,021.82  of  the  March  total,  they  rep- 
resented only  $1,584,740.96  last  month.  The 
April  figure  was,  however,  still  considerably 
higher  than  the  $1,343,771.72  accounted  for 
by  theater  admissions  in  the  April  collection 
of  a  year  ago.  Brokers  sales  accounted  for 
$17,818.91  and  admission  to  roof  gardens 
and  cabarets  $182,942.57  in  last  month's  col- 
lection. 


Bros,  of  which  he  is  a  partner;  McClintock, 
$1,966.67;  Newton,  $2,666.67,  plus  a  share 
of  commissions  paid  Hallgarten  &  Co.  by 
Paramount ;  and  Weisl,  $2,266.67.  Weisl  is 
a  partner  in  Simpson,  Thacher  &  Bartlett,  at- 
torneys, which  received  $58,242.33  for  legal 
fees.  Richards  received  no  compensation 
directly  from  Paramount  but  remuneration 
of  $31,800  was  paid  him  by  corporations  in 
which  Paramount  owns  only  50  per  cent  of 
the    voting    securities. 

Remuneration    Up    $97,135 

As  a  group,  officers  and  directors  received 
remuneration  totalling  $956,561.03  which  was 
$97,135.23  in  excess  of  1941.  Amounts  paid 
or  set  aside  for  the  pension  trust  plan  to- 
talled $176,216.42  and  would  pay  beneficiaries 
$132,077.94   in   the   event    of    retirement. 

Only  indebtedness  of  any  director  or  of- 
ficer is  $90,000  in  unmatured  notes  of  Adolph 
Zukor  held  by  the  corporation  and  $101,250 
of  unmatured  notes  of  Zukor  and  Eugene  J. 
Zukor.  These  were  given  under  a  settlement 
made  by  the  trustees  and  approved  by  the 
court  in  1937  of  suits  brought  by  the  trus- 
tees in  the  Paramount  Publix  Corp.  reorgani- 
zation. Original  totals  of  all  notes  were 
$405,000. 


Para,  to  Tradeshow  Last 
Seasonal  Block  in  June 


Paramount  will  tradeshow  its  last 
block-of-five  pix  for  this  season  on 
June  21,  22  and  25.  "So  Proudly  We 
Hail"  and  "Submarine  Alert"  will 
get  the  exhib.  double-o  on  the  21st, 
"Alaska  Highway"  and  "Henry  Al- 
drich  Swings  It"  on  the  22nd  and 
"Dixie,"  on  the  25th. 


Para.  Stockholder's 
Resolutions  Opposed 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was  revealed  by  the  notice  of  meet- 
ing. James  Fuller,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  has  notified  the  corporation 
that  he  will  offer  the  resolutions, 
text  of  which  are  carried  in  the  no- 
tice. All  will  be  opposed  by  the  man- 
agement in  their  present  form. 

First  resolution  would  give  stock- 
holders an  opportunity  for  a  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  annual  report  and 
would  permit  inspection  of  minutes 
of  the  board  of  directors  and  ex- 
ecutive committee  meetings  during 
the  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Man- 
agement approves  of  the  first  part 
but  the  chairman  will  refuse  to  en- 
tertain the  motion  as  stated  on  the 
ground  that  the  meeting  will  be  with- 
out legal  power  to  consider  the  full 
resolution. 

Resolution  Number  2  would  bar  di- 
rectors or  nominees  for  the  board 
unless  they  own  personally  at  least 
100  shares  of  Paramount  stock. 
Management  opposes  this  as  its  pol- 
icy has  been  to  select  directors  on 
a  basis  of  ability  rather  than  on  the 
basis  of  stock  ownership. 

Third  resolution  calls  for  verbatim  stenog- 
raphic records  of  annual  meetings  with  a  di- 
gest to  be  sent  to  each  stockholder  and  a 
complete  transcription  sent  to  any  stock- 
holder requesting  it.  This  is  opposed  by  the 
management  which  feels  the  annual  report 
and  proxy  statement  would  not  be  materially 
supplemented    by    such    reports. 

Fuller's  last  recommendation  would  have 
the  selection  of  company  auditors  rest  upon 
a  recommendation  by  the  board,  approved  by 
the  stockholders;  would  open  the  books  to 
the  approved  auditor  throughout  the  year; 
would  have  the  auditor  attend  board  meet- 
ings, and  would  have  him  present  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  and  available  for  questions  from 
the  floor.  Management  feels  that  Price, 
Waterhouse  &  Co.,  which  has  checked  the 
company's  books  since  1916,  is  more  familiar 
with  systems  involved  than  any  independent 
accountant.  Statement  claims  that  Price, 
Waterhouse  has  complete  access  to  the  rec- 
ords   at    all    times. 


Canadian  M.P's  Attend 
Preview  of  "Moscow" 


Toronto — Members  of  the  Cana- 
dian Senate  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons were  guests  at  a  Canadian 
Preview  of  Warners'  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  last  night  at  the  Capitol 
Theater,  Ottawa.  Preview  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Parliamentary 
Press   Gallery. 


Annual  Reports 
Marked  Upswing 
In  Originality 


1943  Year  Book 
Of  Film  Daily 
Reaches  the  Public 


A  continuing  trend  towards  the  use 
of  original  screenplays  for  motion  pic- 
ture stories  is  revealed  by  a  comparison 
of  story  sources  of  features  approved  by 
the  Production  Code  Authority,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  1943  Film  Daily 
Yearbook. 

Checkup  shows  that  of  the  548  pictures 
approved  by  PC  A  in  1942,  401,  or  73.2 
per  cent  were  originals.  For  1941,  63 
per  cent  of  approved  features  were 
original  material  and  in  1940,  61.8  per 
cent.  Novels  adapted  for  the  screen 
were  in  second  place  each  year.  In  1942, 
10.4  per  cent  were  in  this  category ; 
1941,  10.2  per  cent  and  1940,  20.8  per 
cent. 

Comparison  also  indicates  that  stage 
plays  dropped  off  as  a  source  of  motion 
picture  screenplays.  Figure  for  1942  was 
5.7  per  cent;  for  1941,  10  per  cent  and 
1940,  9.8  per  cent. 

Source  percentages  of  the  balance  of 
1942  features  are:  Short  stories,  5.3; 
biographies,  1.3;  documentary-historical, 
1.1 ;  source  unknown,  1.4  and  miscellane- 
ous,  1.6. 

Numerous  other  vital  statistics  are 
included  in  the  Year  Book,  which  was 
edited  by  Jack  Alicoate  with  Chester 
B.  Bahn,  editor  of  Film  Daily,  assisting 
in  advisory  capacity. 

Increased  attendance  at  motion  pic- 
ture theaters  in  1942 — average  weekly 
attendance  jumped  to  90,000,000  against 
85,000,000  in  1941— was  reported  realized 
despite  WPB's  ban  on  new  theater  con- 
struction and  restrictions  on  remodeling, 
and  theaters  operating  on  Jan.  1  of  this 
year  total  virtually  the  same  as  on  Jan. 
1,  1942. 

The  annual  shows  that  17,728  motion 
picture  houses  were  operating  the  first 
day  of  this  year  compared  with  17,919 
a  year  ago.  This  indicates  a  decrease  of 
191  but,  for  reasons  of  national  security, 
207  theaters  operated  by  the  U.  S.  Army 
Motion  Picture  Service  were  dropped 
from  the  volume's  compilation,  leaving  a 
gain  of  16  commercial  theaters. 

Total  theaters  as  of  Jan.  1  were  20,- 
196  operating  in  10,040  American  cities 
and  towns,  but  2,468  of  these  were  closed. 
Comparable  last  year's  totals  were  20,281 
with  2,362  dark. 

Seating  capacities  of  theaters  operat- 
ing on  Jan.  1  total  11,542,093;  of  total 
theaters,  12,481,314  and  closed  theaters, 
939,221.  There  were  466  theaters  operat- 
ing with  portable  sound  and  projection 
equipment,  99  drive-ins  and  410  operated 
primarily  for  Negro  patronage. 

Reprinted  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Herald- 
Journal,  April  26,   1943. 
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Detroit  Exchanges 
Fight  48-Hr.  Week 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

was  granted  with  the  proviso  that 
it  does  not  hire  any  more  employes 
until  it  goes  up  to  48  hours.  Para- 
mount sent  Pat  Scollard  from  the 
home  office  to  appear  before  the 
Commission  branch  while  the  RKO 
home  office  has  entered  a  mail  plea 
to  remain  on  the  existing  schedule. 
Universal  sent  its  order  to  the  h.o. 

While  the  method  of  response 
varies,  managers  are  unanimous  in 
claiming  that  they  would  not  be  able 
to  release  any  employes  by  a  longer 
work  week  on  the  grounds  that  ex- 
change positions  are  mostly  individu- 
al  operations. 

The  position  was  explained  by 
John  E.  Ryder,  Paramount  manager, 
who  told  The  Film  Daily,  "We  work 
entirely  on  a  time  element  in  our 
business.  Unlike  ordinary  merchants, 
we  cannot  wait  until  tomorrow  to 
ship  a  film  that  should  be  delivered 
today. 

"Every  person  in  the  exchange 
plays  a  very  important  position  in 
the  operation  of  the  exchange,  and 
must  be  on  duty  at  the  times  that 
he  is  needed.  That  is  why  such  a 
change  is  not  practical  for  us." 


Ohio  Bill  Would  Jail 
Operators  of  Lotteries 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ready  been  approved  by  the  House. 
The  resolution,  in  its  present  form, 
proposes  prison  sentence  for  opera- 
tors of  lotteries,  with  special  dis- 
pensation, however,  in  the  event 
that  the  lottery  is  conducted  for 
charity.  This  would  free  churches 
from  the  charge  of  operating  games 
of  chance. 

The  amendment  provides  that  a 
prosecutor,  prosecuting  an  anti- 
gambling  case,  would  have  to  show 
that  the  lottery  was  conducted  for 
the  operators'  own  profit.  The  bill 
aims  to  hit  lottery  operators,  but 
exempts  players  from  provisions  of 
the    proposed    law. 


Sullivan  Named  Seattle 
Branch  Manager  for  UA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Carl  Leserman,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  confirmed  the  appointment  of 
Jack  Ellis  as  successor  to  Sam  Lef- 
kowitz  as  New  York  exchange  head. 
Latter  was  reported  in  The  Film 
Daily  Friday.  Sullivan  for  some 
time  has  been  a  salesman  on  the 
Seattle    staff. 


300  at  Dinner  for  Eckhardt 

Chicago — The  farewell  dinner  for 
Clyde  Eckhardt,  before  he  leaves 
for  Los  Angeles,  held  at  the  Black- 
stone  Hotel  Friday  night,  was  at- 
tended by  300  guests.  Jack  Osser- 
man,  RKO  district  manager,  was 
toastmaster  and  Mayor  Edward  Kel- 
ly was  the  leading  speaker. 


Trills  and  Grace  Notes: 

•  •  •  INDUSTRYITES  in  service  sure  are  getting  that Wit- 
ness the  ever-expanding  contents  of  "The  Distributor,"  published  by 
M-G-M,   current   issue   of   which  is   proudly   dedicated   to  the  men   and 

gals  of  Leo  the  Lion's  branch  offices  now  in  Uncle  Sam's  uniforms 

Nifty  mag  is  edited  by  Mike  Simmons.  .  .  •  Also  witness  "Dispatch 
from  Disney's"  published  for  employes  in  the  services  by  Walt  Disney 

Productions  out  Burbank  way Ralph  Parker  is  editor,  and  damned 

if   the   features   in   the   li'l   publication   aren't   about   the   most   interesting 

and  intriguing  your  orbs  can  light  upon! The  piece  de  resistance, 

tucked  into  the  initial  issue,  is  the  young  broadside  of  pin-up  stuff, 
executed  by  Walt's  lads  for  the  lads  in  uniform Thanks  to  An- 
toinette (Toni)  Spitzer  for  preview  of  the  new  "Dispatch".  .  .  •  Nipping 
Any  False.  Impression  In  The  Bud  Department:  No,  dear  reader,  "This 
Land  Is  Mine"  is  NOT  the  celluloid  biog  of  John  L.  Lewis.  .  .  •  Daisy 
Amoury,  formerly  of  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  has  become  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  motion  picture  division  of  American  Foreign 

Language    Press    of    which    Sigmund    Gottlober    is    director Miss 

Amoury  will  also  work  very  closely  with  the  Foreign  Language  Press 
Film  Critics  Circle.  .  .  •  Speaking  of  the  local  foreign  language  press, 
wotta  pile  of  dough  the.  ad  and  publicity  campaign  placed  in  the  local 
Chinese  newspapers  poured  into  the  current  run  of  "China"  at  the 
Brooklyn  Paramount! 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  METRO  will  dedicate  "Lassie  Come  Home"  to  its  author, 
Ma).  Eric  Knight,  killed  Jan.  22  in  an  American  transport  plane  crash 
in  Dutch  Guiana.  ...  #  Over  in  London,  Dave  Rose  of  Paramount 
recently  hosted  their  Brittanic  Majesties  at  a  newsreel  screening  at  Para- 
mount House.  ...  «  Verily,  this  is  the  day  of  presentations,  what 
with  the  National  Council  of  American -Soviet  Friendship  honoring 
Warners  for  "Mission  to  Moscow"  and  the  Jewish  War  Veterans  of  the 
U.  S.  citing  Metro  for  "Bataan".  ...  9  With  Dr.  Leo  Handel  in  o.d., 
his  Motion  Picture  Research  Bureau  will  operate  under  the  direction 
of  his  aide,  Ruth  McCollum.  .  .  «  20th-Fox  Home  Office  Family  Club 
will  stage  a  musical  revue  in  September;  Vic  Lourie,  Irv  Rifkin  and 
Walt  Bishop  will  do  the  songs.  .  .  %  Augusta  "Duty"  Marx,  wife  of 
Louis  Marx,  erstwhile  European  sales  ace  for  Universal,  has  joined  Tem- 
ple's on  local  Madison  Ave.  and  doing  a  grand  job  catering  to  the  film 

folks  interested  in  antiques  and  jewelry They  remember  "Duty"  as 

the  most  charming  of  hostesses  in  more'n  dozen  big  cities  of  Europe, 
prior   to    their   being   infested    by    the    nasty   Nazis.    .    .     «   Hats    and 

"jackets"  off  to   Wendell  L.    (20th-Fox)   Willkie Hi's  great   book. 

"One  World,"  has  gone  over  the  1,000,000  copies  sold  mark  since  first 
printing  a  bit  over  a  month  ago!.  .  .  9  File  Under  My,  Oh,  My.': 
The  Navy  has  just  ordered  two  copies  pronto  of  the.  new  1943  FILM 
DAILY  YEAR  BOOK— and  albeit  the  volume  itself  contains  1012 
pages,   the  requisition   was  virtually   as  voluminous 


•      •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 
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Appeal  Board  Sets 
"Run"  Precedent 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tagraph,  RKO,  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Paramount  had  refused  to  li- 
cense product  to  his  theater  in  ac- 
cordance with  Section  VI  of  the  de- 
cree. The  arbitrator  having  found 
that  Vita  graph  was  guilty  of  such 
refusal  but  having  dismissed  ^ 
complaint  against  the  other  three 
fendants,  the  appeal  board  on  ap- 
peal affirmed  the  award  as  to  Vita- 
graph,  reversed  it  as  to  the  others 
and  directed  the  four  distributors  to 
offer  pictures  to  Sosna  on  terms  not 
calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
Section  VI;  the  board  further  re- 
manded the  case  to  the  arbitrator 
who  was  to  determine  whether  the 
offers  were  fair.  The  arbitrator  ruled 
that  the  offers  were  fair,  but  Sosna 
disagreed  and  appealed  again.  The 
appeal  board  reversed  the  arbitra- 
tor's award  and  set  forth  a  schedule 
which,  if  the  distributors  complied 
with,  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  violate  Section  VI. 

In  brief,  the  board  contended  that  "any 
clearance  of  over  60  days  between  first  and 
second-run  appears  to  be  unreasonable 
Mexico.  Mo.  Furthermore,  the  maximum 
reasonable  clearances  in  favor  of  the  Rex 
over  the  Sosna  (where  the  Sosna  is  per- 
mitted to  charge  an  admission  price  of  five 
cents  less  than  the  admission  price  charged 
at  the  prior-run  exhibition  of  the  same  pic- 
ture at  the  Rex)  are,  in  our  opinion,  14  days 
with  respect  to  pictures  shown  second-run  at 
the  Rex  and  third-run  at  the  Sosna.  On  all 
pictures,  however,  shown  at  the  Rex  at  an 
admission  price  of  10  cents,  where  the  mini- 
mum admission  requirement  at  the  Sosna  is 
10  cents,  the  maximum  clearance  of  the  Rex 
over   the    Sosna   should   not   exceed   one   day." 

The  board  pointed  out  that  "terms  and 
conditions  in  conflict  with  these  views  are  in 
our  opinion  calculated  to  defeat  the  purposes 
of  Section  VI."  It  was  the  first  time  that 
the  appeal  board  proposed  a  fair  formula,  in- 
asmuch as  the  decree  leaves  it  up  to  the  dis- 
tributor to  allocate  the  run  of  a  particular 
exhibitor. 


Hearing  on  "U"  Merger 
May  Close  on  Wednesday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eluded  on  Friday.  The  court  ad- 
journed until  Wednesday  to  give  Jos- 
eph Nemerov,  representing  the  mi- 
nority stockholders,  an  opportunity 
to  file  objections  to  the  plan  or  sub- 
mit any  further  data. 

In  the  absence  on  Wednesday  of  any  op- 
position on  the  part  of  Nemerov  it  is  _  ex- 
pected that  the  court  will  order  the  hearings 
closed  and  will  consider  the  evidence  already 
submitted  by  Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  counsel 
for  Universal  Corp.  Favoring  approval  of 
the  plan  Nemerov  meanwhile  will  study  re- 
ports and  other  data  relating  to  the  proposed1 
merger. 

The  plan,  among  other  things,  contemplates 
the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  shares  of 
Universal  Pictures  Co.  eight  per  cent  first 
preferred  stock  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$1,444,000  and  the  execution  of  a  new  bank 
loan  agreement  which  will  increase  the  termi 
borrowings  by  $4,000,000  and  will  effect  can- 
cellation of  $2,000,000  in  notes  payable  by 
the  film  company  now  held  by  Universal 
Corp. 

Stockholders  of  Universal  Pictures  Co.  other 
than  Universal  Corp.  would  receive  three 
shares  of  the  new  company's  common  stock 
in  exchange  for  each  share  of  Universal  Pic 
tures  Co.  stock.  The  new  company,  provided 
the  court  and  66  2-3  per  cent  of  both  Uni- 
versal Pictures  Co.  and  Universal  Corp 
stockholders  approve  the  merger  plan,  will 
be  known  as  the  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc. 
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Five  Major  Points  in 
MPTOA  Decree  Memo 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be   the    principal    exhibitor   protests 
and  proposals  on  the  decree. 

The  MPTOA  memorandum  includes 
these  main  points: 

1.  The  right  to  buy  a  full  sea- 
son's product  with  an  option 
to  cancel  20  per  cent  of  the 
features   in  every  contract. 

a — Abolish  blocks-of-five  sell- 
ing. 

b — Abolish  the  meaningless  re- 
quired tradeshows. 

c — Option  to  be  exercised  by 
exhibitor  as  pictures  be- 
come   available. 

d — Option  without  unreason- 
able conditions  and  restric- 
tions 

2.  A    new    non-legalistic    arbitration    system 
with  : 

a — Arbitrators  experienced  in  our  busi- 
ness (not  lawyers)  who  understand 
local  theater  conditions  and  the  pe- 
culiar problems  involved  in  these 
disputes. 

b — No  appeals  to  New  York  for  final 
decisions. 

c — No   lawyers. 

d — More  authority  and  jurisdiction  for 
arbitration. 

e — Reduce    cost    of    arbitration. 

Organized   mediation   of   local   grievances 

and  complaints  by  experienced,  resource- 
ful   mediators. 

a — -Before  complaint  is  filed  for  arbi- 
tration. 

b — On  grievances  not  subject  to  arbi- 
tration because  of  diversity  of  in- 
terests and  other  obstacles,  such  as 
overbuying  to  deprive  a  competitor 
of  product,  cut-throat  competition 
between  theaters,  city-wide  zoning 
and    clearance    systems,    etc. 

Simplified    standard    form    of    exhibition 

contract. 

a — Enable  average  exhibitor,  to  know 
his    rights    and    obligations. 

b — Standardizes  and  accurately  defines 
fair  competitive  practices  on  move- 
overs,  availability,  checking  rights, 
unethical  advertising,  allocation  of 
prices,  designated  play-dates,  un- 
suitable  pictures,   etc. 

Theater  divorcement  no  important  prob- 
lem. 

a — We  think  it  is  a  fake  issue,  100  per 
cent  destructive  in  that  if  achieved,  it 
will  be  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the 
small  independent  exhibitor,  who  still 
will  be  faced  with  circuit  aggression 
and  the  unrestrained  competition  of 
the  nearby  big  theaters  operated  by 
other     independents. 

b — Agitation  for  theater  divorcement  in- 
evitably lends  support  to  the  gov- 
ernment plan  to  break  up  all  circuit 
theater  operation  eventually  by  anti- 
trust suit  (Crescent,  Schine,  Grif- 
fith)   or    otherwise. 


3. 


Morey  Leaving  Rep.  to 
Supervise  for  Monogram 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ton  and  will  headquarter  in  the  RKO 
Bldg. 

Prior  to  his  connection  with  Re- 
public, Morey  had  been  with  the 
original  Monogram  company  as  New 
England  district  manager  after  hav- 
ing been  with  Universal  in  the  same 
capacity  for  12  years. 

RKO  Termer  ior  Emmet  Lavery 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — RKO  has  signed  Em- 
met Lavery  to  a  seven-year  producer- 
writer  contract.  His  first  picture 
will  be  Pearl  Buck's  story,  "China 
Sky." 


Huge  Goal  Is  Set  For  Copper 

O'Donnell  Speech  Launches  Local  Campaign 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


luncheon  tendered  him  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  by  the  New  York  exchange 
area  of  WAC.  O'Donnell  rallied 
local  forces  to  a  copper  salvage 
campaign  for  the  balance  of  the 
war,  and  called  for  the  abandonment 
of  the  term  "drive,"  which  he  pointed 
out  suggests  an  effort  of  short  du- 
ration. Praising  the  industry's 
forceful  initiative  in  having  col- 
lected 1,164,727  pounds  of  vitally- 
needed  copper  from  December,  last, 
to  April  23  of  this  year,  he  never- 
theless stressed  the  tremendous 
urgency  for  more  and  more  of  the 
metal  in  order  that  the  wai  can  be 
efficiently  and  successfully  waged  to 
Victory. 

O'Donnell  declared  that  we  would, 
according  to  official  channels,  have 
40  per  cent  more  ammunition  for 
our  armed  forces  today  if  sufficient 
copper  were  available,  and  he  re- 
peated the  statement  which  he  made 
recently  on  his  current  "Chautau- 
qua" that  scarcity  of  copper  held  up 
the  Tunisian  triumph  for  30  days, — 
likewise  an  official  Washington  dis- 
closure. The  Government,  he  said,  is 
putting  some  $50,000,000  into  a  new 
mine  in  order  to  obtain  more  cop- 
per. 

Iron   Out   Local   "Bottleneck" 

Touching  on  tbe  subject  of  tho  so- 
called  "bottleneck"  which  has  been 
created  on  scrap  metal  collections 
in  the  Metropolitan  area,  he  pointed 
out  that  co-operation  with  the  New 
York  City  administration  will  prob- 


ably iron-out  this  situation,  and  defi- 
nitely with  respect  to  copper-culling, 
since  campaign  uo  collect  this  metal 
presents  little  difficulty  as   to  bulk. 

He  pointed  to  the  magnificent  job  of  cop- 
per collecting  which  Minneapolis,  with  192 
tons,  and  Denver,  with  128,  has  done,  as 
well  as  other  cities  in  various  sections,  such 
as  Omaha  and  Des  Moines.  Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  he  asserted,  are 
set  to  duplicate  the  performance  of  Min- 
neapolis proportionately.  Showmen  are  the 
backbone  of  every  industry  wartime  campaign, 
he    concluded. 

23,000    lbs.    for    Replacements 

Allen  Smith,  Chief  of  WPB's  Amusement 
Section,  and  successor  to  Chris  Dunphy  in 
that  post,  told  the  luncheon  meeting  that 
23,000  pounds  of  copper  have  been  needed 
for  theater  replacement  parts,  and.  that 
the  1,164,727  pounds  garnered  by  the  the- 
aters for  the  Government  came  from  14  per 
cent    of    the    nation's    film    houses. 

Sam  Rinzler  served  as  luncheon's  toast- 
master  and  introduced  the  speakers.  He 
pledged  100  per  cent  co-operation  of  Metro- 
politan showmen  to  the  new  campaign,  and 
announced  that  the  New  York  area  theaters 
had  poured  the  huge  sum  of  13,000  pounds 
of  copper  drippings  and  strippings  alone  into 
the   Government's   metal   pile. 

Among  those  at  the  luncheon,  in  ad- 
dition to  O'Donnell,  Smith  and  Rinzler,  were: 
Si  Fabian,  Arthur  Mayer,  Herman  Gluck- 
man,  George  Skouras,  Harry  Brandt,  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  Sam  E.  Morris,  Oscar  Doob, 
Bob  Weitman,  Joseph  Bernhard,  Ed  Rugoff, 
Louis  Frisch,  Ed  Alperson,  Harry  Mandel, 
William  White,  Joe  Seider,  Walter  Higgins, 
Charles  Moses,  Leo  Brecher,  Leon  Netter, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Nick  John  Matsoukas,  Wal- 
ter Dunn,  Leonard  Satz,  Harry  Hecht,  Ed 
Schreiber,  Don  Jacocks,  Charles  "Chick" 
Lewis,  James  Cunningham,  Barry  Barry- 
more,  Jack  Harrison,  James  Jerauld,  Jack 
Stuart,    Floyd    Stone,    etc. 

Today,  O'Donnell  will  be  in  Buffalo, 
then  visit  a  string  of  other  keys  before  wind- 
ing up  his  current  nation-wide  "ride"  as 
the  industry's  Copper  Paul  Revere  in  Char- 
lotte on   June    16. 


Odeon  Partnership  With 
Firestone  Is  Dissolved 


Toronto — Haskell  Masters,  general 
manager  of  Odeon  Theaters  of  Can- 
ada, has  announced  the  dissolution 
of  partnership. with  Firestone  The- 
ater Enterprises,  operating  two  sub- 
urbans in  Toronto  and  one  house  in 
Brantford. 

Masters  refuses  to  confirm  the  re- 
cent reported  purchase  of  property 
in  Halifax  by  Odeon  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  deluxer  when  peace-time 
comes  but  did  say  that  the  recent 
addition  of  the  Marpole  and  Lons- 
dale Theaters  in  British  Columbia 
would  be  followed  by  other  impor- 
tant houses. 


Unions  to  Participate 
In  Program  at  Strand 


National  Maritime  Union  and  the 
American  Communications  Ass'n  will 
take  part  in  a  program  in  the  New 
York  Strand  today  at  5:30  p.m. 
About  300  members  of  the  two 
groups,  among  them  many  merchant 
marine  heroes,  will  be  present.  The 
event  is  part  of  the  co-operation  be- 
tween Warners  and  the  Maritime 
Commission,  tied  in  with  "Action  in 
the  North  Atlantic,"  for  the  purpose 
of  stimulating  enlistments  in  the 
merchant  marine. 

Among  the  other  participants  will 


Maritime  Service  Victory 
Flag  Presented  to  Warners 


A  signal  honor  was  bestowed  up- 
on the  film  industry  on  Friday  when 
Warner  Bros,  became  the  first  re- 
cipient of  the  new  Victory  Flag  of 
the  U.  S.  Maritime  Service.  The 
presentation  ceremony  took  place  at 
the  Strand  before  the  premiere  of 
"Action  in  the  North  Atlantic,"  the 
production  of  which  won  the  com- 
pany the  award.  Jack  L.  Warner,  ex- 
ecutive producer,  accepted  the  flag 
for  his  firm  from  Capt.  Edward 
Macauley,  deputy  administrator  of 
the   War   Shipping   Administration. 

In  a  brief  acceptance  speech  Warner  told 
the  packed  house  that  "no  greater  honor" 
had  ever  fallen  to  him  and  his  brothers.  "It 
makes  us  prouder  than  ever  of  having  made 
the  picture,"  he  said.  He  added  the  flag 
would  be  hung  in  front  of  the  Strand  for  a 
while  and  later  would  be  flown  at  the  studio 
"as   long   as   Warner    Bros,    stands." 

Capt.  Macauley  in  praising  Warners  for 
making  the  film  said  that  he  knew  no  better 
medium  than  the  screen  for  making  the  pub- 
lic aware  of  the  great  job  the  merchant  ma- 
rine is  doing  toward   the  winning  of  the   war. 

The  ceremonies  were  broadcast  nation-wide 
over  WOR. 

Among  the  Warner  executives  in  the  audi- 
ence were  Ben  Kalmenson,  Charles  Einfeld, 
Mort  Blumenstock,  Harry  Goldberg,  Harry 
Kalmine,  Leonard  Schlesinger.  In  the  audi- 
ence were  some  300  seamen  from  the  Maritime 
Service   training   station   at    Sheepshead    Bay. 

be  Irene  Manning  and  Cab  Calloway, 
who  will  turn  over  part  of  his  show 
time  to  honor  the  seamen. 


USO  lo  Ask  Rating 
For  Actors  Over  38 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  greater  service  if  they  could  con] 
tinue   entertaining   the   service  me 
than  if  placed  in  factories  where  the,, 
would  have  no  skill  or  training.    Th« 
essentiality  move  will  apply  orj^   tc 
those  men  who  are  over-age  fop 
itary  service. 


The    USO-Camp    Shows    Summei 
plans  reveal  that   greater  stress   is, 
being   placed   on   the    entertainment  1 
needs   of   the    men   in   the   nation'aj 
armed  forces.      Whereas   last   Sum^l 
mer  there  were   15  units   traveling 
the  organization's  "Red"  and  "White' 
circuits,  this  year  there  will  be  25|j 
The   latter   figure   does   not   includn. 
the    51   units   in   the    "Blue"   circuit' 
designed    for   the    entertainment   o: 
small  and  isolated  detachments,  nor 
the  overseas  units  (more  than  20  o:r 
which  have  been  sent  out  during  the1 
past  three  months),  nor  the  many 
"spot-booked"   units   from   the    Nev 
York,    Chicago    and    Hollywood    of 
fices  of  USO-Camp  Shows. 


Paramount  Calls  Its  4% 
Outstanding  Debentures 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pany's    outstanding   4   per   cent   de 
bentures  due  1956. 

This  announcement  follows  the  ac 
tion  of  the  company's  board  of  direc 
tors  at  a  meeting  held  on  May  6  a  J 
which  time  the  board  authorized  th 
payment  in  cash  of  $3,090,000  to  th 
trustee,  under  indenture  covering  th; 
company's  4  per  cent  debentures,  t< 
be  applied  in  anticipating  futur 
sinking  fund  obligations. 

Announcement  of  the  numbers  o 
the  bonds  drawn  will  be  made  today 
in  an  advertisement  in  the  Wal 
Street  Journal  and  the  list  of  num 
bers  will  appear  in  the  same  publica 
tion  once  a  week  for  three  additions 
weeks. 


Ont.  to  Okay  Early  A.M. 
Shows  for  War  Workers 


Seigniory  Club,  Que. — Ontario  mo 
tion  picture  theaters  in  war  indus 
try  districts  will  be  permitted  to  re 
main  open  in  the  early  morning  hour 
to  entertain  war  workers  on  the 
p.m.  to  midnight  "swing  shift,"  C 
J.  Silverthorne  of  Toronto,  chairman 
of  the  Ontario  Board  of  Censors,  an, 
nounced  here.  Silverthorne  mad 
his  announcement  in  an  address  be 
fore  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dom 
inion  Fire  Prevention  Association 
which  opened  here  Friday  in  conjunc 
tion  with  the  conference  of  the  Asso 
ciation  of  Canadian  Fire  Marshals. 

"As  head  of  the  Ontario  board  o 
censors,  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  t 
you  that  we  want  our  war  worker 
to  get  the  greatest  amount  of  en 
tertainment  possible  under  thei 
usual  hours  of  work,"  Silverthorn 
said. 


I L— k^jj'^"  H&CIU  I  IdlDto  V^/UI  I  Ia  .  whole,  progressive,  patriotic  and  instructive,  Roane  Waring,  national  commander  of 
Irhe  American  Legion  said  at  a  luncheon  in  his  honor  at  the  20th-Fox  studio.  Waring,  just  back  from  a  27,000  mile  official  tour  in  North  Africa 
I  and  military  installations  in  this  country,  was  joint  guest  of  the  studio  and  the  American  Legion  Post.  WillianrQdj^rppr^d^-jnd  among  those 
bresent  were  75  executives,  producers,  directors,  actors  and  others.  O^^  /Mr-\->~   ^*Ur* 
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EXCHANGES'  MANPOWER  PROBLEM  WORRIES 

State  Anti- Blind  Checking  Bill  Seen  as  Invalid 


.  Opinion  of  California's 
j  Attorney  General  Expected 
To  Have  a  Wide  Influence 


■  1 


Because  California's  attorney-gen- 
eral has  given  a  written  opinion  to 
the  effect  that  the  anti-blind  check- 
ing bill  which  had  been  introduced 
in  the  state  legislature  was  uncon- 
stitutional it  is  believed  in  film  cir- 
cles that  similar  measures  in  other 
states  will  have  little  chance  of 
passing. 

Anti-blind  checking  bills  were  in- 
inued  on  Page  8) 


Huston  Finishing 
Aleutians  Film 


.: 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Capt.  John  Huston, 
producer-son  of  Walter  Huston,  is 
in  Hollywood  now  putting  together 
his  film  on  the  Aleutians  for  showing 
to  the  Army.  This  film,  shot  after 
the  trip  to  the  Aleutians  last  year  of 
Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  will  be  used 

(.Continued  on  Page  7) 

Firebug's  Three  Attempts 
Foiled  by  Femme  Mgrs. 

Charlotte,  N.  C— Two  of  the  spe- 
cially trained  women  assistant  man- 
agers being  groomed  by  the  Wilby- 
Kincey  theaters  in  this  city  for  top 
places  when  the  drafting  of  fathers 
begins  were  put  to  a  severe  test,  and 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


May  Hear  Suit 

vs.  Ascap  June  7 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — At  a  meeting  of  ITO 
of  Southern  California  and  Arizona, 
Attorney  Albert  Law  reported  that  a 
superior  court  hearing  may  be  held 
on  June  7  on  the  suit  of  individual 
members  of  the  ITOA  who  are  seek- 
ing triple  damages  from  Ascap. 
Hugh  W.  Bruen,  who  attended  Al- 
lied board  meeting  in  Detroit  as  an 
observer,  made  a  report  as  did  Jack 
Y.  .Berman,  chairman  of  ITO's  zon- 
ing and  clearance  committee. 


March  of  Dimes  Collections  in  Theaters 

Pass  $2,100,000  Mark  to  Hang  l/p  a  Record 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  national  chairman  of  the  industry's  drive  to  help  the 
infantile  paralysis  campaign,  reported  yesterday  that  the  collections  made  in 
film  theaters  throughout  the  country  now  totalled  $2,100,000,  with  tabulation 
still  incomplete.  This  sets  a  new  record.  Last  year's  industry  March  of  Dimes 
drive  brought  in  $1,450,000. 

Schenck,  in  thanking  the  45  state  chairmen,  pointed  out  that  it  is  estimated 
that  some  15,000,000  moviegoers  contributed.  When  tabulations  are  completed, 
a  check  will  be  presented  to  President  Roosevelt. 


Loew's  28-Week  Net 
Rises  to  $6,376,228 


Net  profit  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  for  the 
28  weeks  ended  March  18,  1943,  was 
$6,376,228,  after  taxes.  For  the 
same  period  last  year  the  net  was 
$5,292,541. 

Per  share  earnings  on  the  common 
stock,  after  deducting  dividends  on 
preferred  stock  in  1942  since  re- 
tired, were  $3.83,  compared  with 
$2.91  last  year.  Before  provisions 
for    contingencies,    depreciation    and 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ala.  Solons  Turn  Dawn 
Sunday  Films  for  Troops 

Montgomery,  Ala.  —  The  lower 
House  of  the  Alabama  Legislature 
indefinitely  postponed  and  thereby 
killed  a  bill  that  would  have  tem- 
porarily abrogated  the  blue  laws  of 
all  communities  in  Alabama  falling 
within  a  50-mile  radius  of  an  Army 

(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


Pleasure  Driving  Ban 
Cuts  Boston  Biz  30% 


Boston  —  Newest  "save  gasoline" 
edicts,  adding  to  restrictions  on  au- 
to use,  virtually  doom  some  the- 
aters in  Boston  suburbs  and  in  sur- 
rounding towns  to  closing,  opera- 
tors declared  yesterday,  with  the 
probability  that  the  same  fate  awaits 
theaters  in  localities  throughout 
New  England. 

Business  fell  off  at  downtown  Bos- 
ton  houses   more   than   30   per  cent 

(Conti)iued  on  Page  8) 

Ark.  ITO  Elects,  Hears 
Kuykendall's  Address 

Little  Rock — Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent MPTOA,  told  the  Arkansas  In- 
dependent Theater  Owners  yesterday 
that  theater  exhibitors  want  films 
sold  in  larger  blocks  and  with  more 
choice,  at  a  "war  conclave"  attended 
by  more  than  100  exhibitors. 

Kuykendall  added  that  exhibitors 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Floods  Fail  To  Stop  Truckers 

Make  All  Deliveries  in  High  Water  Area 


Bill  to  Hold  City  Ticket 
Taxes  to  1%  Dies  in  Ala. 


Montgomery,  Ala. — A  bill  prevent- 
ing municipalities  from  levying  a 
tax  in  excess  of  one  per  cent  on  mo- 
tion picture  theater  tickets  was  post- 
poned indefinitely  by  the  Senate 
Finance  and  Taxation  Committee  af- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


St.  Louis — The  worst  floods  in  the 
Mississippi,  Missouri  and  Illinois 
valleys  in  100  years  have  failed  to 
prevent  film  trucking  lines  from 
keeping  film  service  flowing  to  every 
theater  in  Southern  Illinois,  East- 
ern Missouri,  Southeastern  Iowa  and 
Northwestern  Kentucky. 

This  accomplishment  has  been  an 

(.Continued  on  Page  7) 


Femme  Bookers  Said  Not 
"Tough"  Enough;  Shipper 
Shortage  Major  Difficulty 

Film  exchanges,  already  hard  hit 
for  manpower  in  the  booking  and 
shipping  departments,  are  expecting 
further  difficulties  between  June  1  and 
July  1  when  Selective  Service  plans 
to  dip  into  the  ranks  of  married  men 
not  already  called  up. 

Women  are  being  hired  for  the 
bookers'  desks  and  nearly  every 
branch  in  the  field  has  at  least  one 
feminine  booker  either  being  broken 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Camera  Films  Pix 
Without  Use  of  Sets 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington  —  Development  of  a 
new  motion  picture  camera  designed 
to  cut  production  costs  by  eliminat- 
ing the  need  for  many  elaborate  sets 
was  revealed  yesterday  in  an  Eng- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Goldwyn  Said  Top  Bidder 
For  Willkie's  "One  World" 


Samuel  Goldwyn  is  reported  to  be 
the  top  bidder  for  the  screen  rights 
to  Wendell  Willkie's  "One  World," 
having  offered  $200,000  cash  plus  a 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Demand  for  Westerns 
Up  25% — Grainger 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Demand  for  westerns 
and  outdoor  pictures  as  evidenced  by 
theater  bookings  and  advance  play 
dates  is  25  per  cent  higher  than 
ever  before  in  the  film  industry,  ac- 
cording to  President  James  R.  Graing- 
er of  Republic.  He  said  circuits  like 
Loew's  are  booking  Roy  Rogers' 
"Idaho"  and  breaking  box  office 
records.  He  pointed  out  that  small- 
town and  country  people  working  in 
city  defense  plants  demand  their 
usual  fare  of  so-called  horse  operas. 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

163/4     161/2     1634      

171/4      171/4       171/4    +       l/8 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.   Kodak    1 

do  pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

Paramount    

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Para.    B'way  3s55.  .  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  1 
Warner  Bros'  dbs.  6s48 
1 

NEW    YORK 

Monogram  Picts 

Radio-Keith  cvs 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     . 

Trans-Lux   

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  . 
Universal   Picts 


33/8 

18 
67       1 


31/4       31/4  —     y8 

175/8       175/8       

67       167         


223/4      221/2      223/4 


Va 


263/4 
83/4 

92 

20% 

303/8 


261/4  263/4  +     i/8 

8V2  83/4      

92  92  +     y4 

201/2  20%  +     1/4 

303/s  303/s  +     % 


14%     14%     145/g  —     3/8 


BOND 
77 

041/s   1 

O21/2   1 

CURB 

3 

1% 

4 

13'/4 
33/4 
18 


MARKET 

761/2     77       +     1/2 
04       104%   +      % 

02%   1021/2      

MARKET 

3  3         

l'/2  1%—      % 

4  4  

13%     131/4     

3%  33/4  —     % 

18  18       +     1/2 


Nips  Holding  Warners'  Almy 

Clifford  Almy,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Manila  office  at  the  time  of 
the  Japanase  invasion,  and  Mrs. 
Almy,  are  listed  in  a  War  Dept. 
announcement  of  civilian  internees 
held  by  the  Japs  in  the  Philippine 
Islands. 


Roxy  Burns  in  Miami 

Miami,  Fla.— A  $50,000  fire  de- 
stroyed the  725-seat  Roxy  Theater 
and  adjacent  buildings.  The  Roxy 
was  a  unit  in  the  chain  operated  by 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc. 


Army-Navy  Officers 
To  See  "Prelude  to  War' 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — Dozens  of  high  rank- 
ing Army  and  Navy  officers  will  be 
on  hand  tomorrow  night  at  Loew's 
Columbia  for  the  Washington  pre- 
miere of  "Prelude  to  War,"  regular 
run  of  which  begins  at  the  Columbia 
Thursday  along  with  a  second  run  of 
"Keeper  of  the  Flame."  The  Army 
Air  Force  band  will  be  on  hand  for 
the  premiere,  a  number  of  enlistees 
will  be  inducted  into  the  WAAC  by 
Col.  Oveta  Culp  Hobby  and  several 
of  the  prominent  guests  will  be  in- 
troduced. 

In  addition  to  "Prelude  to  War," 
the  Air  Force  short,  "Wings  Up," 
featuring  Clark  Gable,  will  be  shown, 
M-G-M's  "Plan  for  Destruction"  and 
the  new  March  of  Time,  "Show  Busi- 
ness at  War,"  "Wings  Up"  is  sched- 
uled for  national  release  Thursday. 
It  is  being  distributed  through  the 
WAC  on  OWI  initiative. 


War  Finds  Exhib.  Units 
More  Essential — Kelley 

Exhibitor  organizations  are  more 
essential  now  than  they  were  in 
peace  times,  in  the  opinion  of  New 
Jersey  Allied  which  explains  the 
reasons  for  holding  its  24th  annual 
meeting,  June  29-July  1  at  West 
End,  N.  J.,  in  view  of  war  condi- 
tions. 

E.  Thornton  Kelley,  conference 
manager,  points  out  that  all  drives 
such  as  Red  Cross,  United  Nations, 
scrap,  Navy  Relief,  USO,  etc.,  have 
required  the  closest  co-ordination  of 
all  branches  of  our  industry;  those 
of  a  similar  nature  to  come  make 
it  essential  to  hold  conferences  of 
this  type. 

The  tentative  program  of  the  con- 
ference indicates  that  it  will  follow 
the  pattern  of  previous  sessions.  All 
sessions  will  be  conducted  by  Harry 
Lowenstein   president. 

OWL  CIAA  Budgets  Before 
Appropriations  Com. 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Budget  requests  by 
the  OWI  and  CIAA  motion  picture 
bureaus  are  due  for  study  by  the 
House  appropriations  committee  this 
week,  following  appearances  before 
the  committee  of  representatives  of 
both  bureaus. 


Sunday  Matinees  Click 

Manchester,  N.  H. — Large  audi- 
ences were  reported  at  all  the  local 
pix  theaters  when  Sunday  matinees 
were  started  under  an  amendment  of 
the  Sunday  sports  ordinance  and  the 
new  state  law. 

Theater  managers  said  the  mati- 
nees would  relieve  Sunday  night  con- 
gestion which  has  been  a  problem 
for   a   number   of  years. 

Quezon,  "Bataan"  Honor  Guest 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Manuel  Quezon, 
president  of  the  Philippines,  will  be 
guest  of  honor  Thursday  at  Loew's 
Palace,  for  the  premiere  showing  of 
M-G-M's  "Bataan." 


It.  Richard  L.  Smith 
Dies  In  Plane  Crash 

Rochester,  N.  Y—  2nd  Lt.  Richard 
L.  Smith,  formerly  of  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  is  reported  killed  in  an  air- 
plane crash   in   Florida. 


Ark.  ITO  Elects,  Hears 
Kuykendall's  Address 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

are  co-operating  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  to  obtain  fair  trade 
practices.  A  battle  exists  between 
distributors  and  exhibitors,  he  said, 
but  insists  amicable  settlement  will 
result.  The  industry  considers  itself 
essential  in  war  effort,  Kuykendall 
said,  and  is  doing  its  part  to  further 
war  effort.  He  also  warned  exhibi- 
tors to  guard  against  fires. 

Herod  K.  Jimerson,  Little  Rock,  and  H.  G. 
Krumm,  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  Memphis,  expressed 
exhibitors'  views  on  short  subjects.  R.  L. 
Bostic,  National  Theatre  Supply,  Memphis, 
urged  against  "sabotaging  your  equipment." 
William  M.  Shepherd,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  pres- 
ident National  Junion  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
(also  guest  speaker  at  banquet  last  night), 
reminded  theater  owners  of  their  part  in  win- 
ning the  war  and  what  would  be  expected 
of   them   after   the   war. 

Claude  C.  Mundo,  Little  Rock,  was  re- 
elected president.  Other  officers:  Vice-Pres- 
ident, Charles  Bonner,  Pine  Bluff;  Secretary- 
treasurer,  F.  J.  Daugherty,  Helena ;  Directors, 
O.  G.  Wren,  Little  Rock;  K.  K.  King,  Searcy; 
Lawrence  Landers,  Batesville ;  L.  P.  Haven, 
Jr.,  Forest  City ;  Harry  S.  Ruh,  Berrvville ; 
Paul  T.  Myers,  McCrory;  C.  H.  Dozier, 
Charleston;    W.    E.    Malin,   Augusta. 

Trophies  awarded  :  distributor,  for  outstand- 
ing achievement  in  establishing  good  will,  bet- 
ter understanding  and  closer  co-operation  with 
independent  exhibitors,  B.  F.  Busby,  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.,  Little  Rock,  and  to 
manager  of  independent  theater  for  originality 
and  advancement  of  exploitation  in  further- 
ance of  war  activities  and  accomplishment  in 
physical  improvement  of  theater,  Thomas  Ford, 
Rector. 


New  North  Carolina  Tax 
Becomes  Effective  June  1 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — Beginning  June 
1,  North  Carolina  theaters  will  op- 
erate under  a  new  tax,  apportioned 
according  to  the  seating  capacity  of 
the  individual  theater  and  the  size 
of  the  town  in  which  it  operates  in- 
stead of  on  a  percentage  of  gross 
receipts. 

During  the  past  10  years  state 
exhibs.  have  paid  a  tax  amounting 
.o  three  per  cent  of  their  gross  re- 
ceipts, a  part  of  this  amount  having 
been  paid  in  advance,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  year.  The  state  sales 
tax  also  is  three  per  cent  on  each 
commodity  price.  The  new  law, 
which  theater  owners  consider  more 
equitable,  will  vary  from  a  total  of 
$125  on  the  small  theaters  to  $2,500 
on  those  in  the  larger  towns. 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Edward 
George  Lewis,  32-year-old  British 
Paramount  News  cameraman  who 
flew  with  the  American  bomber  crews 
in  last  week's  daylight  raid  on  Kiel, 
failed  to  return  from  the  attack,  it 
is  announced  here  by  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force  Command. 


N.  H.  Legislature  Adjourns 

Concord,  N.  H. — The  State  Legis- 
lature, has  adjourned. 


COmiflG  and  GOIIIC 


THE  THREE  STOOGES  opened  a  volunteer  tour 
of  army  posts  yesterday  at  Davis-Monthan  Field 
Tucson,  Ariz.  Their  final  appearance  will  be 
at  the  Army  air  base  at  Kingman,  Ariz.,  on 
June  5. 

A.  A.  WARD  of  Altec  Lansing  Corp.  of  Holly- 
wood   is    in   town. 

ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  is  due  here  from  the 
Coast  in  two  weeks  in  connection  with  back- 
ground   footage   for   "Lifeboat." 

JAMES  CAGNEY,  upon  completion  of  his  role1 
in  "Johnny  Come  Lately"  at  the  end  of  the  ' 
week,  will  leave  the  Coast  to  attend  the 
dated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  America  v 
conference  which  opens  at  the  Hotel  Edison  on1 
June   3. 

NAT  DORFMAN  has  gone  to  the  Coast  to  set ' 
up  ?  branch  publicity  office  there. 

RAY    V.    NOLAN,    manager   of    the    St.    Loui: 
branch    office    of    RKO    Radio,    is    visiting    New< 
York. 

SAM  WHITE,  director:  MARIO  SILVA,  musical 
director,  and  L.  W.  O'CONNELL,  cameraman, 
are  here  from  the  Coast  on  business  having  to  i 
do    with    Columbia's    "Jam    Session." 

RICHARD  F.  WALSH,  IATSE  head,  returned 
yesterday  from   St.   Louis. 

GRACE  CEORGE  is  on  her  way  back  to  New 
York  from  the  Coast,  having  completed  her  first 
screen  stint  in  "Johnny  Come  Lately." 

MICHAEL  O'SHEA,  male  lead  in  "Lady  of 
Burlesque,"  addressed  the  Albany  Kiwanis  Club 
yesterday. 

Pfc.  DAVID  COULD,  former  film  salesman  and 
for  the  past  10  months  with  Irving  Berlin's 
"This  is  the  Army,"  has  received  an  honorable 
medical  discharge  from  the  Army  and  returns 
to   New  York   this  week. 

NAT  D.  FELLMAN,  film  buyer  for  the  Warner 
Circuit  in  the  Cleveland  zone,  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  for  a   few  days. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  director  of  advertising  I 
and  publicity  for  Warner  Theaters,  is  in  Cleve-  H 
land    today    and    returns    tomorrow. 

WALTER  GOULD  leaves  today  for  a  South 
American   tour  of  United  Artists  offices. 

DAVE  PALFREYMAN  leaves  for  the  Coast  next 
week. 


Omaha  Censors  Okay 
"Lady  of  Burlesque" 

Omaha — This  city's  Board  of  Cen- 
sorship permitted  the  showing  of 
"Lady  of  Burlesque"  at  Tri-States 
Theaters'  Omaha.  Mayor  Dan  But- 
ler asked  for  a  special  screening  af- 
ter he  received  complaints  about  the 
picture  from  two  women's  groups. 

Following  a  special  screening  on 
opening  day,  the  board  declared:  "It 
appears  to  us  that  the  picture  was 
submitted  to  the  board  for  adver- 
tising  purposes." 

Capitol,  Broadway,  holds  the  pic 
for  a  third  week. 


Einfeld  Back  to  Coast; 
Returning  East  in  July 

Charles  Einfeld,  WB  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity,  left  last 
night  for  the  Coast  after  a  stay 
of  two  months  in  New  York  and 
Washington.  Einfeld  expects  to  re- 
turn to  New  York  in  July,  when  "This 
is  the  Army"  will  be  launched. 
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ERROL  FLYNN-  ANN  SHERIDAN 
"EDGE  OF  DARKNESS" 

WALTER  HUSTON  •  NANCY  COLEMAN 

JUDITH   ANDERSON  •  RUTH   GORDON 
Oirected  by   LEWIS  MILESTONE  •  Screen   Play  by 
Robert  Ro/sen .  Based  on  the  Novel  by  WjlLam  Woods 


Mmm 


k  'PRELUDE  TO  WAR'  Free! 


and  ask  him  about  the  show  that1 
records  all  over  the  Southwes 
Dallas ...  Ft.  Worth . . .  Houston . . 
EVERYWHERE! 


R  K  O 
RADIO 


PAT  O'BRIEN 
RANDOLPH  SCOn 

ANNE  SHIRLEY- EDDIE  ALBERT 

Produced  by  ROBERT  FELLOWS  •  Directed  by  RICHARD  WALLACE 


Screen  Play  by  JOHN  TWIST 


NOW  PLAYING  TO  RECORD  BUSINESS  IN  EVERY  SITUATION  IN  TH 


'  lasting  opening-day 
. .  San  Antonio . . . 


—and  ask  Robb  &  Rowley  and  the  Griffith  Circuit 
about  the  smash  business  being  pulled  by 

THE  BLOCK-BUSTER  OF  ALL  ACTION-THRILL- 
SERVICE  SHOWS  . . .  JUST  THE  KIND  OF  EN- 
TERTAINMENT THE  COUNTRY'S  CRYING  FOR! 

"It's  a  mighty  production,"  says  M.  P.  Daily,  to  which  M.  P. 
Herald  adds:  "A  bull's-eye  by  everything  that  counts  at  the  box- 
office"  . .  .  and  Boxoffice:  "A  hit"  . . .  Variety:  "Will  get  its  share  of 
biz"  . . .  Film  Daily:  "Told  with  a  kick"  .  .  .  Showmen's  Trade  Re- 
view: "Top  entertainment"  . . .  and  so  on  all  down  the  line! 

liPECTACULAR  SOUTHWESTERN  50-CITY  WORLD  PREMIERE! 


DAILY 
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Exchanges'  Manpower 
Problem  Worries 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  or  officially  on  the  job.  Exchange 
operations  managers  have  their  fin- 
gers crossed  on  the  success  of  fem- 
inine bookers  inasmuch  as  the  women 
aren't  "tough"  enough  when  it  comes 
to  demanding  playdates,  according 
to  early  reports.  This  situation  may 
change,  however,  as  the  girls  get 
more  accustomed  to  the  booking 
chores. 

While  the  booker  situation  is  seri- 
ous, it  is  the  shipping  problem  that 
has  the  home  office  execs,  and  ex- 
change heads  worried.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  it's  the  type  of  men  that 
the  armed  services  want  who  make 
the  best  shippers.  Because  of  the 
weight  of  the  film  cans,  neither  wo- 
men nor  older  men  can  handle  them. 
The  job  is  too  tough,  too,  for  young 
boys. 

Deferment  of  the  shippers  appears 
improbable  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
individual  companies  will  seek  de- 
ferment of  their  shipping  personnel, 
the  opinion  being  that  it  is  an  issue 
that  should  be  pressed  by  the  indus- 
try as  a  whole.  As  one  exchange 
operations  chief  said,  "They're  get- 
ting technicians  put  in  the  essential 
class,  but  what  good  are  the  com- 
pleted pictures  if  there's  nobody  to 
ship  them?" 


Ala.  Solons  Turn  Down 
Sunday  Films  for  Troops 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

camp,  providing  Sunday  movies  and 
other  recreation. 

As  Alabama  is  liberally  dotted 
with  Army  establishments,  few  of 
its  small  towns  would  have  been 
excepted  from  operation  of  the  bill. 
Consideration  was  postponed  several 
times  and  when  finally  brought  up 
it  broke  the  dam  and  oratory  gushed 
over  the  whole  landscape.  The  de- 
bate revealed  that  the  clergy  had 
busied  itself  against  the  bill,  some 
of  the  speeches  sounding  like  evan- 
gelical  exhortations. 


Zac  Freeman  Joins  UA 

Zac  Freeman  has  joined  the  UA 
publicity  department,  and  currently 
will  handle  special  radio  assignments 
in  connection  with  the  opening  of 
"Stage  Door  Canteen." 


Morris   Kurinsky 


T  T  T 

The  Moving  Finger  Writes: 

•  •  •  CUSTOM  to  date  in  filmland  has  been  to  iind  out  from  our- 
selves what  the  trade  is  going  to  be  like  in  the  future That's  a  pretty- 
egocentric  way   of  doing  things For   example,   when   we   want   to 

get  an  insight  as  to  what  the  pic  theater  of  the  future  is  going  to  be, — 

what  do   we  do? We  ferret  out  some  film  house   architect 

It's  the  logical  thing  to  do,  of  course But  it's  also  the  prosaic  one 

Mister  Architect  settles  down  in  his  swivel  chair  for  the  interview, 

assumes  the  air  of  a  modern  Cumaean  Sibyl  or  a  male  edition  of  Anna 
Eva  Fay,  and  brushes  aside  the  veils  of  the  present Thus,  in  a  pro- 
fessional trance, — without  the  assistance  of  so  much  as  a  crystal  ball, 
a  deck  of  cards,  or  soggy  tea  leaves  in  the  bottom  of  a  cup — ,  he  will 

speak The  trouble  is,  the  past,  as  well  as  the  present,  handicaps 

him He  is  beset  by  the  things  which  have  prevailed  and  do  pre- 
vail   Hence,   conservatism   creeps   into  his   calculations There 

is  nothing  really  radical  or  ultra-nouveau  in  what  he  envisions 

But —  - 

▼  ▼  V 

•  •      <9      ON  Saturday,  in   the   Washington'  Square  Auditorium   of 

NYU,  ninth  grade  students  of  Brooklyn's  Straus  Junior  High  School, 
told  some  250  high-  and  grammar  school  scholars,  attending  the  seventh 
annual  junior  Spring  conference  of  the  National  Board  of  Revieic,  a 
thing  or  three  about  pic  stands  in  1960 Now  what  these  young- 
sters expect  in  the  way  of  physical  comforts  and  conveniences,  should 
be  heeded  because  they  are  not  only  the  patrons  of  today,  but  of  to- 
morrow   While  most  of  us  will  be  attending  movies  in  wheel-chairs, 

they'll  be  stepping  up  to  the  ole  b.o.  with  elastic  step,  toting  their  new- 
born into  the  crying  toom Either  these  patrons    (they're  always 

right)  get  -what  they  want,  or  the  cinema  will  go  to  pot, The  Straus 

Junior  High  kids  want  luminous  carpets They  want  seat-marking 

devices  which  will  tell  at  a  glance {  via  electrical  panels,  just  what  seats 
are  occupied,  and  what  ain't They  also  want  devices  which'll  en- 
able spectators  to  smell  the  heroine's  flowers  or  feel  the  villain's  dagger 

Producers,  therefore,  will  have  to   be  awfully  careful,  and  so'll 

Joe  Breen 

▼  '"'.,▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     WHAT'S  also  wanted:  Slot  machines  which  "come  up  from 

the  floor"  and  vend  candy,  hamburgers,  and  other  light  snacks 

Also  telephone  service  from  each  seat  (Egad!  Hasn't  Bob  Weitman  enough 

trouble  with  his  jitterbug  brood?) One  student.  Blossom  Lifshitz.  said 

that  if  she  were  attending  a  movie  in  1960  "and  I  wanted  to  see  if  it  was 

still  raining  outside,  I  would  just  turn  on  my  little  television  set" 

Sylvia  Matz,  with  her  suggestion,  make  the  latest  ticket-vending  machines 
of  General  Register  look  as  outmoded  as  a  crossbow  or  a  Phoenician 

galley Says  she:  "My  friend  and  I  decided  to  go  to  the  movies  in 

1960 We   put   our  money   in   a   slot   at   the   booth Our  tickets 

came  out  and  so  did  our  change A  boy  in.  back  of  us  tried  to  get  in 

for  a  child's  price  and  he  put  his  money  in  the  slot His  money  was 

returned,  and  a  sign  appeared,  'Pay  adult's  price,  and  no  arguing' 

But  he  couldn't  have  argued  if  he  had  wanted  to It  was  all  done 

by  machinery" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      WE'D  like  to  be  around  at  an  SMPE  meeting,  if  Blossom, 

Sylvia,   et  al,  presented   technical  papers Who  says   that   "youth 

cannot  cope  with  old  age"? 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Camera  Films  Pix 
Without  Use  of  Sets 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lish  language  broadcast  from  Vichy. 
Full  details  on  the  invention  were 
lacking,  the  entire  text  of  the  broad- 
cast, as  picked  up  by  the  FCC's  for- 
eign broadcast  monitoring  service 
running  less  than  200  words. 

"It  was  recently  reported,"  ac- 
cording to  the  FCC  transcript,  f*  -^t ■', 
two  Frenchmen  have  discovei  -a 
new  movie  camera  which  makes  it 
possible  to  dispense  with  expensive 
scenery  in  many  cases  and  replace  it 
by  a  simple  picture  of  postcard  size, 
placed  in  the  camera.  The  new 
process  is  going  to  be  used  for  the 
first  time  in  the  realization  of  a  new 
film  which  will  be  an  adaptation  of 
a  funny  tale  of  the  great  Balzac,  for 
which  no  less  than  450  different  set- 
tings are  necessary. 

"It  will  serve  as  an  experiment 
for  future  realization,  and  it  is  con- 
fidentially (sic)  expected  that  this 
experiment  will  be  the  start  of  a 
veritable  revolution  in  the  motion 
picture  industry." 


Stalin  Enjoys  "Mission" 
At  Screening  in  Kremlin 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


The  AP  reported  in  a  Moscow 
cable  yesterday  that  Warners'  "Mis-  ; 
sion  to  Moscow"  had  been  screened 
for  Premier  Stalin  at  the  Kremlin 
following  a  state  dinner  tendered  to 
former  Ambassador  Joseph  Davies. 
Story  stated  it  was  said  that  the 
premier  "appeared  to  enjoy  the  film 
tremendously."  Stalin's  translator 
was  at  his  elbow. 


MRS.  CHARLES  DENMEAD,  manager,  York 
Theater,  West  Point,  Va. 

MRS.  GENEVE  DRUKER,  assistant  manager, 
Loew's   Poli,   Springfield,   Mass. 

DOROTHY    RING,    Columbia,    Boston. 

MARION     DALY,     Columbia,    Boston. 

ELLEN    RILEY,   Warners,   Boston. 

DOLORES  CASEY,   M-C-M,  Albany. 

BE'RNICE  KAHN,  bookkeeper,  Republic,  Wash- 
ington. 

MARIAN   >BOWEN,    20th-Fox,    Washington. 

RHODA    BLOCK,    20th-Fox,    Washington. 

MRS.  LOUIS  KAPALORIC,  Fishman  Theaters 
staff,   New  Haven. 

FLORA  COHN,  office  manager-booker,  RKO, 
New  Haven. 

MABEL   DWYER,   cashier,    RKO,    New   Haven. 

CECILE   OCKNER,    secretary,    RKO,    New   Haven. 

MARY  M.  DAWSON,  operator,  Victor  Theater, 
Callitzin,   Pa. 

BEATRICE  KAUFMAN,  contract  clerk,  Paramount, 
Pittsburgh. 

BERNLDETTE   CONLEY,    Paramount,   Pittsburgh. 

LENORE    GOLDSTEIN,    Paramount,    Pittsburgh. 

COLDYE   MANDELL,   Paramount,   Pittsburgh. 

MRS.  ANNE  ZINSMEISTER,  Paramount,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

MRS.  BETTY  THOMPSON,  manager,  Warners' 
Pastime,   Coshocton,   O. 

MR.  JOE  KAUFMAN,  district  booker,  Universal, 
Cleveland. 
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floods  Fail  to  Slop 
ilm  Deliveries 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

utstanding  feature  of  a  disaster  that 
;.s  driven  150,000  persons  from  their 
omes  causing  pi-operty  damage  of 

i  £0,000,000    and    costing    scores    of 

t  ves.  The  truckers  go  as  far  as  the 
rater  will  permit,  back-track  to 
et  around  the  deeper  pools,  and 
he^  send  their  film  the  rest  of  the 
.  ~~  ~~y  rail  special  delivery. 

OWst  of  the  flood  has  passed  St. 
.ouis.  Beardstown,  111.,  continued  to 
old  out  bravely  against  the  Illinois 
Liver  flood  but  with  most  of  the  in- 
.abitants    there    already    evacuated, 

j  t   is   probable   its  two   theaters   did 

iot  operate  last  night. 

I    There    was    a    radio    report    late    yesterday 

i.it    Cairo    has    been    cut    off,    but    up    to    a 

>e    hour    no    theater    in    this    territory    had 

•  vised  local  exchanges  to  cut  off   service  and 

c    far    as   cculd    be    learned    none   of    the   the- 

ers    has   actually    been   flooded. 

Soldiers    from    a    dozen    Army    camps    and 

■hate     guardsmen     of      Indiana,      Illinois     and 

:ri    are   aiding    in    the   fight    against    the 

'  'ods    along   the    Missouri,    Mississippi,    Ohio, 

ilinois,    Wabash,    Sangamon,    Okaw,    Kaskas- 

-tia,     Osage,     Gasconade,     White     and     Black 

lvers    and    their    tributaries    in    these    Middle 

IVestern    States.       Some    100,000    persons    are 

{umeless,  and  are  being  cared  for  by  the  Red 
ross  and  local  authorities. 
Theater  attendance  in  many  of  these  towns, 
i  aside  the  larger  cities  like  St.  Louis,  Spring- 
ield,  Cairo,  Peoria,  Indianapolis,  Terre 
Haute  and  St.  Charles  will  be  affected  by  the 
high  water  since  nearby  farmers  and  other 
-uburban  residents  can  not  come  in  town 
.<'    see    the    shows. 


To  The  Colors 


Logansport  and  Peru,  Ind. 
Theaters  Closed  by  Flood 

Indianapolis — According  to  reports  received 
en  Film  Row,  theaters  in  Logansport  and 
Peru,  Ind.,  are  closed  because  of  high  water. 
All  equipment,  seats  and  carpet  has  been  re- 
moved. The  theaters  will  remain  closed  for 
the    duration    of    the    flood. 

Vincennes  is  preparing  for  the  worst  flood 
in  the  history  of  the  state.  It  is  also  re- 
ported that  many  towns  in  Kentucky  have 
closed    their   theaters   on   account   of   the   Hood. 


Arkansas  Theaters  Still 
Keep  Their  Doors  Open 

Memphis — Arkansas  theaters  in  the  flood 
area  around  Ft.  Smith  are  girding  themselves 
ijr  a  second  rise  in  the  rivers  in  that  district, 
which  United  States  engineers,  who  are  bat- 
tling the  flood  water,  say  will  be  much  worse 
than  that  of  the  past  two  weeks.  However, 
theater  managers'  latest  report  to  the  Malco 
office  here  and  to  Film  Transit,  is  that  the 
doors  are  still  open  and  every'  effort  will  be 
made  to  "continue  as  usual."  The  Missouri 
Pacific  Railway  has  discontinued  its  service 
to  St.  Louis  from  here,  and  Film  Transit 
has  taken  over  most  of  the  express  com- 
pany's    film    deliveries    in    the    flooded    area. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Harold  Rosner,  formerly  of  the 
Warners  playdate  department  and 
now  in  the  Army,  and  Enid  Merler, 
also  a  member  of  the  department, 
were  married  Sunday  in  New  York. 


West   Coast    Bureau    of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Ventura,  Calif. — Ann  Sothem  and 
|  Robert  Sterling,  USAAF,  were  mar- 
ried here  Sunday. 


*  DECORATED  * 

CLIFFORD  J.  OREN,  USA,  formerly,  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  posthumous  award 
of  the  Purple  Heart. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

DR.  FRANK  W.  LOVEJOY,  JR.,  son  of  the  chair- 
man of  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  commissioned  a 
lieutenant    (j.g.),    USN. 

DOUGLAS  GEORGE,  20th-Fox  publicity,  Cleve- 
land, commissioned   an  ensign,   USN. 

*  to  officerVschools  * 

LEWIS  DATTOLA,  son  of  Elmer  Dattola,  opera- 
tor  of    the    Miami    Theater,    Springdale,   Pa. 

PROMOTED 

E.  PHILIP  KRON,  formerly  Eastman  Kodak  Co., 
to  major  in  Air  Service  Command  Head- 
quarters,   Photographic    Supply    Branch. 

ROBERT  BENJAMIN,  formerly  Phillips,  Nizer, 
Benjamin  &  Krim,  to  captain  in  the  Signal 
Corps. 

*  ARMY  * 

WALTER  THOMPSON,  manager,  Park  Theater, 
Richmond,   Va. 

CHARLES  DENMEAD,  manager,  York  Theater, 
West   Point,   Va. 

DOMINIC  R.  ANGELUCCI,  staff,  The  Exhibitor, 
Philadelphia. 

VINCENT  HENRY,  Strand  Theater,  Wilmington, 
Del. 

ROBERT  THOMAS,  Comerford  Circuit,  Wilkes- 
Barre,    Pa. 

JACK   CARBER,    B   &   K   publicity  staff,   Chicago. 

TED  BOISEMAU,  Apollo  Theater,  Chicago. 

THOMAS  FORDHAM,  son  of  the  Warner  The- 
aters  district   manager,   Erie,   Pa. 

BILL  TALLMAN,  manager,  Babcock  and  Temple 
Theaters,    Wellsville,    N.   Y. 

WILLIAM  CARROLL,  terminal  manager,  Smith- 
Howell    Film    Service,    Albany. 

MATT   BROOKS,   writer,   Hollywood. 

SMITH    DAWLEFF,   writer,    Hollywood. 

WILLIAM    ULMAN,    JR.,    writer,    Hollywood. 

CHARLES     SHERMAN,     writer,     Hollywood. 

EDMUND   SEWARD,    JR.,   writer,    Hollywood. 

BEN    CHAPMAN,    writer,    Hollywood. 

CORDON  DOUGLAS,  RKO  art  director,  Holly- 
wood. 


Loew's  28-Week  Net 
Rises  to  $6,376,228 


i  C  ontinued  from  Page  1 ) 
Federal  taxes,  the  company's  share 
of  the  operating  profit  after  sub- 
sidiaries' preferred  dividends  was 
$19,632,511.  For  the  28  weeks  ended 
March  12,  1942,  the  operating  profit 
was   $12,473,114. 

Federal  taxes  for  the  last  28 
weeks  amounted  to  $8,862,771,  com- 
pared with  $2,849,830  for  the  same 
period  ended  March  12,  1942. 

According  to  estimates  by  the 
Wall  Street  Journal,  indications  point 
to  a  fiscal  year  profit  for  Loew's  of 
$9  or  more  per  share. 


Scale  Tilt  Helps  "Action" 
Head  for  $60,000  at  Strand 


With  b.o.  prices  tilted  to  $1.10 
before  6  p.m.  Friday,  $1.25  Saturday 
afternoon  and  the  latter  scale  pre- 
vailing on  Sunday,  "Action  in  the 
North  Atlantic"  at  the  N.  Y.  Strand 
is  reported  heading  for  a  $60,000 
first  week.  House  got  about  half 
of  that  over  the  week-end. 


AL     SPAR,     Dave     Fleischer's     general     manager, 

Hollywood. 
HENRY  ROWLAND,  actor,  Hollywood. 
MANNY   WEISS,   manager,   Metropolitan   Theater, 

Cleveland. 

•  NAVY  * 

ANTHONY  LASCARIS,  assistant  manager,  Opera 
House,    Newport,    R.    I. 

—  •  — 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

MORT    :B RATTER,    manager,    Roosevelt    Theater, 

Newark,    N.    J. 
RAY    KAISER,    ad    sales    department,    20th-Fox, 

Seattle. 
JERRY    WHITESELL,    M-C-M    booker,    Cleveland. 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

JOHN  A.  BELLO,  son  of  Thomas  Bello,  opera- 
tor of  the   Capitol,    Nanty-CIo,   Pa. 

LIONEL    STANDER,    actor,    Hollywood. 

JOHN  TENDER,  operator,  Tivoli  Theater,  Lorain, 
O. 

*  SEE*B?ES  * 

PAUL  JACOBS,  manager,  Columbia  Theater, 
Portsmouth,    O. 

*  WAACS  * 

RITA    CERNICLIA,     cashier,     Loews,     Rochester, 

N.    Y. 
MRS.    KATHERINE    E.    PRYTULA,    Eastman    Kodak 

Co.,  Rochester. 

*  school  oFaeronautics  * 

Navy    LIEUT.    ROBERT    TAYLOR. 


Huston  Finishing 
Aleutians  Film 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

almost  exclusively  in  the  finished 
product,  which  is  expected  to  run  be- 
tween 3,000  and  4,000  feet.  Public 
showing  of  the  film  is  not  at  all  un- 
likely. 

The  Signal  Corps  has  promised  to 
furnish  a  print  for  inspection  by  the 
Army's  Bureau  of  Public  Relations, 
which  is  admittedly  thinking  already 
of  getting  the  film  into  the  nation's 
theaters.  Because  of  the  difficult 
length,  the  Signal  Corps  is  anxious 
to  be  completely  dissociated  with  any 
movement  toward  public  showing, 
but  it  is  believed  that  Major  General 
Alexander  Surles,  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Public  Relations,  will  not  be  de- 
flected by  the  odd  length.  No  final 
decision  will  be  made,  however,  be- 
fore the  film  is  completed. 

OWI  and  WAC  approval  of  the 
film  for  public  showing  will  probably 
be  asked  as  soon  as  Huston  comes 
back  to  Washington  with  the  com- 
pleted version.  The  film  was  shot  in 
16  mm.,  and  is  all  in  Technicolor. 
Some  of  the  footage  has  already  been 
released  to  the  newsreels. 


FILM  THEATER  ATTENDANCE  UP 
5.000,000  WEEKLY  IN  1042 


Many  observers  have  noted  that  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  attendance  at 
motion  picture  theaters,  including  those 
in  St.  Louis  has  been  on  a  steady  upward 
climb,  proving  that  in  parlous  times  like 
these  people  seek  entertainment  all  the 
more.  Now  comes  the  Film  Daily  Year 
Book,  the  industry's  standard  reference, 
with  some  figures  supporting  the  ob- 
servation. 

According  to  the  edition  of  the  work 
which  has  just  come  off  the  press, 
5,000,000  more  persons  attended  the 
movies  each  week  in  1942  than  in  1941, 
the  total  jumping  from  85,000,000  to 
90,000,000  weekly.  This  was  in  spite  of 
a  War  Production  Board  ban  on  new 
theater  construction  and  restrictions  of 
remodeling. 

St.  Louis  theater  operators  readily  ad- 
mitted there  had  been  a  sizable  increase 
in  attendance  in  this  area.  However, 
o  comparative  figures  are  readily  avail- 
.jle  and  operators  were  reluctant,  for 
various  reasons,  to  make  estimates. 
FEW  MORE  THEATERS 

The  annual  reveals  that  17,728  motion 
picture  houses  were  operating  the  first 
day  of  this  year,  compared  with  17,919 
a  year  ago.  This  indicates  a  decrease 
of  191,  but  for  reasons  of  national  se- 
curity 207  theaters  operated  by  the 
United  States  Army  Motion  Picture 
Service  were  dropped  from  the  volume's 
compilation,  leaving  a  gain  of  16  com- 
mercial  theaters. 


Total  theaters  as  of  January  1  were 
20,196  operating  in  10,400  American 
cities  and  towns,  but  2468  of  these  were 
closed.  Comparable  last  year's  totals 
were  20,281   with  2362  dark. 

Seating  capacities  of  theaters  operat- 
ing on  January  1  total  11,542,093;  of 
total  theaters,  12,481,314,  and  closed  the- 
aters 939,221.  There  were  466  theaters 
operating  with  portable  sound  and  pro- 
jection equipment,  99  drive-ins  and  410 
operated  primarily  for  Negro  patronage. 

A  significant  fact  revealed  by  the  year 
book  is  that  newspapers  got  a  major 
share  of  motion  picture  advertising  dur- 
ing 1942.  Of  $65,512,358  spent  by  film 
distributors  and  exhibitors,  $55,312,358 
went  for  newspaper  space. 

Amounts  expended  through  other  me- 
diums were  as  follows :  Accessories  and 
direct  mail  campaigns,  $5,000,000;  out- 
door advertising,  $3,000,000 ;  magazines, 
$2,000,000,  and  radio  time  $200,000. 

FEWER  FOREIGN  FILMS 

Also  revealed  by  the  same  source  was 
a  marked  decline  brought  about  by  the 
war  in  the  number  of  foreign  films  ex- 
hibited. During  1942  features  released 
to  United  States  theaters  totaled  533. 
Of  these  488  were  produced  in  this 
country  and  45  imported.  Comparable 
figures  for  1941  were  598  films  with  492 
United  States  made  and  106  imported. 

Hollywood  production  held  up  last 
year,  with  376  features  produced  com- 
pared with  the  1941  total  of  379. 


Reprinted  from  the  St.   Louis  Daily  Globe-Democrat,  April  14,   1943. 
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troduced  in  Iowa,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey,  in  addition 
to  California.  Solons  of  California, 
Iowa  and  Pennsylvania  have  ad- 
journed without  taking  action  on  the 
proposals,  while  Ohio  legislature, 
still  in  session,  has  given  little  in- 
dication that  it  will  consider  it.  New 
Jersey's  law  makers  are  now  in  re- 


Firebug's  Three  Attempts 
Foiled  by  Femme  Mgrs. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

won,  when  three  fires  within  an  hour 
were  started  in  the  Broadway  the- 
ater, one  of  three  large  first-run 
houses  of  the  city. 

Mrs.  Lucille  Rutlege  and  Mrs. 
Marie  Beaver,  assistants  to  Eli 
Dreylinger,  manager,  were  on  duty 
together  at  7:30  when  the  first  fire 
was  discovered  back  stage,  among 
some  curtains,  and  quickly  exting- 
uished. The  next,  among  torn  pa- 
pers under  the  orchestra  pit,  was 
put  out  before  firemen  could  reach 
the  theater.  By  this  time  Mrs.  Rut- 
lege and  Mrs.  Beaver  were  thor- 
oughly on  the  alert  and  ready  to  catch 
the  "fire-bug"  with  their  own  hands. 
This  they  tried  to  do  when  a  man 
described  by  them  as  "tall  and  skin- 
ny and  carrying  a  small  black  box" 
ran  out  of  the  ladies  lounge  after 
setting  a  third  flame.  Though  the 
man  broke  away  and  escaped,  they 
put  out  the  fire,  calmly  reported  to 
police,  and  "the  show  went  on." 


Goldwyn  Said  Top  Bidder 
For  Willkie's  "One  World" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

percentage.  M-G-M  is  said  to  be 
the  next,  high  bidder,  while  20th 
Century-Fox  and  Warner  Bros,  also 
have  made  offers. 

Sales     have     passed     the     900,000 
mark  and  are  still  going  strong. 


Bill  to  Hold  City  Ticket 
Taxes  to  1%  Dies  in  Ala. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ter  a  concerted  attack  on  the  pro- 
posal by  a  number  of  city  officials. 
The  state  has  a  2  per  cent  luxury 
tax  on  theater  admissions  and  most 
cities  in  Alabama  have  additional 
tax  for  schools,  besides  the  Federal 
tax  of  10  per  cent. 


STORKS 


Cleveland  —  Hank  Howard,  RKO 
publicity  man,  is  the  fathei^vef  a 
new  son. 


Memphis  —  Sebe  Miller,  booking 
manage)-  at  Paramount,  is  the  father 
of  a  baby  girl,  named  .Susan  Kay. 


reviews  of  new  turns 


"Coney  Island" 

with  Betty  Grable,  George  Montgomery 
20th-Fox  96   Mins. 

LIVELY  MUSICAL  DONE  IN  LAVISH 
STYLE  IS  PACKED  WITH  MUSICAL 
NUMBERS;  ACCEPTABLE  POPULAR  EN- 
TERTAINMENT. 

This  is  Coney  Island  in  name  only.  Any 
resemblance  to  the  real  thing  is  purely  acci- 
dental. But,  while  the  Coney  Island  flavor 
may  not  be  there  to  any  appreciable  degree, 
the  entertainment  certainly  is  there — and  in 
big  gobs. 

Set  in  1905  against  an  allegedly  Coney 
Island  background,  the  musical  is  lively  stuff 
telling  a  lusty  story  of  men  and  maids 
caught  up  in  the  madness  of  the  amusement 
resort.  Developments  are  fast  and  inter- 
esting, if  not  exactly  original,  in  this  ac- 
count of  the  romantic  and  business  rivalry 
between  two  first-class  slickers,  played 
by  George  Montgomery  and  Cesar  Romero  in 
cbvious   fashion. 

The  story  a  routine  affair,  has  been 
given  second  place  to  the  musical  con- 
tent of  the  film,  which  is  virtually  a  suc- 
cession of  songs  and  production  numbers, 
some  of  them  staged  with  a  lavishness  and 
a  regard  for  eye-appeal  that  are  impressive 
although  much  too  modern  for  the  times  in 
which  the  story  is  laid.  The  picture  is  a 
dazzling  show  in  which  Technicolor  has 
been  put  to  wise  use  as  a  boxoffice  ad- 
junct. 

The  film  keeps  Betty  Grable  constantly 
to  the  fore — a  fact  which  bolsters  the 
eye  appeal  of  the  production  considerably. 
The  gal  is  given  plenty  to  do — and  does  it 
with  the  tastes  of  the  male  customers  con- 
stantly in  mind.  Generous  exhibition  of 
the  lady's  physical  charms  will  help  the  lads 
to  forget  that  her  singing  hardly  matches 
her  God-given  gifts. 

The  story,  confected  by  George  Seaton 
without  undue  mental  strain,  has  Montgom- 
ery and  Romero  in  a  constant  battle  of 
wits.  When  they're  not  trying  to  outsmart 
each  other  for  financial  gain  they're  vying 
for  the  favor  of  Miss  Grable,  an  entertainer 
at  the  fancy  gay  spot  operated  by  Romero. 
Montgomery  cuts  himself  in  for  50  per  cent 
of  the  take  via  trickery.  He  attempts  to 
open  a  rival  joint  with  Miss  Grable  as  the 
big  attraction,  but  at  the  end  of  the  film 
both  men  are  partners  again.  At  the  finale 
Montgomery  has  the  gal  after  almost  losing 
her  in  a  series  of  misunderstandings. 

Leo  Robin  and  the  late  Ralph  Rainger 
wrote  four  tunes  for  the  film — "Take  it 
from  There,"  "Beautiful  Coney  Island," 
"Miss  Lulu  from  Louisville,"  "There's 
Danger  in  a  Dance."  These  are  augmented 
by  revival  of  a  number  of  old-timers.  The 
William  Perlberg  production  has  peppy  di- 
rection by  Walter  Lang,  well-staged  dance 
routines  by  Hermes  Pan,  excellent  photog- 
raphy by  Ernest  Palmer  and  worthy  art  di- 
rection by  Richard  Day  and  Joseph  C. 
Wright. 

Miss  Grable,  Montgomery  and  Romero  get 
their  strongest  assistance  from  Charles  Win- 
ninger  and  Phil  Silvers,  who  carry  away  the 
acting  honors  with  ease  in  the  film's  chief 
comedy  assignments.  Prominent  among  the 
other  players  are  Matt  Briggs,  Paul  Hurst, 
Frank  Orth. 

CAST:  Betty  Grable,  George  Montgomery, 
Cesar  Romero,  Charles  Winninger,  Phil  Sil- 
vers, Matt  Briggs,  Paul  Hurst,  Frank  Orth, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Carmen  D'Antonio,  Hal 
K.  Dawson,  Andrew  Tombes,  Ruth  Gillette, 


'Jitterbugs' 


with   Laurel  anl   Hardy 
20rh-Fox  74    Mins. 

LESS  OF  LAUREL-HARDY  ROUTINE 
MAKES  THIS  ONE  OF  THEIR  BEST  COM- 
EDIES IN  A  LONG  TIME. 

Those  involved  in  the  making  of  "Jitter- 
bugs" exercised  commendable  wisdom  in 
preventing  the  Laurel  and  Hardy  duo  from 
hogging  the  running  time.  For  once  the 
comics  aren't  the  whole  show.  The  innova- 
tion has  been  all  to  the  good.  It  has  made 
their  latest  contribution  to  the  cause  of 
fun  their  best  in  a  long  time.  By  reducing 
their  presence  on  the  screen  and  forcing 
them  to  use  a  certain  amount  of  restraint 
the  film  has  extended  its  appeal  beyond  the 
ranks  of  the  Laurel-Hardy  fans. 

This  time  the  comedians  are  cast  as  a 
two-piece  jive  band  on  the  roam.  They 
become  innocently  involved  with  a  gyp  artist 
(Bob  Bailey)  who  takes  advantage  of  their 
crowd-gathering  ability  to  sell  phony  pills 
that  are  supposed  to  turn  water  into  gaso- 
line. The  finer  side  of  Bailey  is  appealed  to 
when  he  meets  Vivian  Blaine,  whose  mother 
has  been  swindled  out  of  $10,000.  With 
the  assistance  of  Laurel  and  Hardy  he  sets 
out  to  locate  the  swindlers  and  recover  the 
money  via  the  same  means  used  by  them  to 
get  it.  When  the  swindlers  discover  they've 
been  tricked  they  hold  the  comedians  prison- 
ers but  fail  in  their  efforts  to  regain  the 
dough.  After  a  lot  of  funny  complications 
Laurel  and  Hardy  escape  in  time  to  witness 
the  re-establishment  of  amorous  relations 
between  Bailey  and  Miss  Blaine,  who  sus- 
pected the  boy  friend  of  skipping  with  the 
recovered    money. 

Sol  M.  Wurtzel  has  delivered  entertain- 
ment out  of  all  proportion  to  the  small 
budget.  Mai  St.  Cair  has  directed  capably 
from  a  script  by  Scott  Darling,  who  has 
come  up  with  some  corking  comedy  situa- 
tions. Cut  into  the  story  are  three  musical 
numbers — "The  Moon  Kissed  the  Mississip- 
pi," "If  the  Shoe  Fits  You,  Wear  It,"  and 
"I've  Gotta  See  for  Myself."  All  are  by 
Charles  Newman  and  Lew  Pollack. 

Laurel  and  Hardy  show  to  better  advant- 
age than  they  have  in  ages.  Miss  Blaine 
and  Bailey  handle  their  roles  nicely.  Douglas 
Fowley,  Noel  Madison,  Lee  Patrick  and 
Robert  Emmett  Keane  collaborate  well  as  the 
villains. 

CAST:  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver  Hardy,  Vivian 
Blaine,  Bob  Bailey,  Douglas  Fowley,  Noel 
Madison,  Lee  Patrick,  Robert  Emmett  Keane, 
Charles  Halton. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  M.  Wurtzel;  Di- 
rector, Mai  St.  Clair;  Screenplay,  Scott 
Darling;  Songs,  Charles  Newman,  Lew  Pol- 
lack; Dance  Director,  Geneva  Sawyer;  Cam- 
eraman, Lucien  Andriot;  Art  Directors,  James 
Basevi,  Chester  Gore;  Film  Editor,  Norman 
Colbert;  Special  Effects,  Fred  Sersen. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Bert  Hanlon,  Harry  Seymour,  Ruth  Clifford, 
Byron  Foulger,  Matt  McHugh,  George  Lloyd. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Perlberg; 
Director,  Walter  Lang;  Screenplay,  George 
Seaton;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Palmer;  Songs, 
Leo  Robin,  Ralph  Rainger;  Dance  Direc- 
tor, Hermes  Pan;  Musical  Director,  Alfred 
Newman;  Art  Directors,  Richard  Day,  Joseph 
C.  Wright;  Film  Editor,  Robert  Simpson. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Pleasure  Driving  Ban 
Cuts  Boston  Bii  30% 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

after  the  order  went  into  effect  a: 
the  week-end.  Theaters  throughou 
the  downtown  section  felt  the  blov 
and  it  became  evident  that  not  al 
of  the  patrons  have  been  coming  oi 
subways  and  elevated  cars  for  ther* 
was  a  drop  in  every  downtown  the- 
ater while  some  of  the  suburbai 
managers  might  well  have  rem'  " 
at  home  listening  to  the  rari  ,s< 
sharp  was  the  drop  in  these  houses 

"We  depend  upon  the  so-called  car 
riage  trade,"  said  the  operator  o: 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  suburbar 
theaters  and,  "without  the  use  oi 
some  gasoline  and  without  the  righi) 
to  use  cars  we  are  frankly  licked." 

One  exhibitor  from  Maine  sai<n| 
that  his  theater  in  a  city  of  4,50( 
depends  entirely  for  its  profits  upor 
the  week-end  business  brought  ir 
from  the  surrounding  country  and 
that  with  this  dissipated  there  is  nc 
chance  for  his  being  able  to  con- 
tinue through  the  Summer  season. 


"Bombardier"  Breaks 
Records  in  Premieres 


Over  the  week-end,  RKO's  "Bom 
bardier"  broke  the  house  record  for 
an  opening  day  at  Albuquerque  by 
30  per  cent  and  set  new  records  at 
the  Paramount,  Austin;  Majestic, 
Dallas;  Plaza,  El  Paso;  Worth,  Fort 
Worth;  Martini,  Galveston;  Majes- 
tic, Houston,  and  Majestic,  San  An- 
tonio in  premiere  engagements  in 
some  50  Southwest  cities,  according 
to  the  company's  incoming  reports. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


WILLIAM    PIERCE,    assistant    to    Irving   iBriskin, 

Columbia. 
WARREN  WARDWELL,   manager,   Ionia  and  Cen- 
ter Theaters,   Ionia,   Mich. 
ROY   WILLIAMS,   managr,   Grand   and   Ritz   The- 

atr,    Winter   Haven,    Fla. 
WILLIAM    T.     DUGGAN,    manager,    Athens    and 

Dreka  Theater,   Deland,   Fla. 
JAMES    'DARBY,     manager,     Paramount    Theater, 

New   Haven. 
HAROLD   THOMAS,    manager,    Norwalk    Theater, 

Norwalk,    Conn. 
LARRY     ASTRiNO,     assistant    manager,     Howard 

Theaters,    New    Haven. 
P^HIL    SASLAU,     acting    manager,     Rivoli,     West 

Haven,  Conn. 
GEORGE  HARVEY,  manager,  Carde  Theater,  New 

London,  Conn. 
JOHN     McCREADY,     assistant     manager,     Garde 

Theater,   New   London,  Conn. 
MERRICK   LYONS,    manager,   Palace,   South   Nor- 

walk,   Conn. 
FRED   RAIMO,    manager,    Rialto,   South    Norwalk/ 

Conn. 
WILLIAM      BROWNSTEIN,      assistant      manager, 

Loew's    Poli,   Springfield,    Mass. 
EARL    M.    CRAWFORD,   assistant   manager,    RKO 

Albee,   Providence,   R.   I. 
HARRY  SANGER,  salesman,  PRC,  Philadelphia. 
J.    V.    iLAMO'RTE,    manager,     Rockland    Theater, 

Philadelphia. 
WILLARD    C.    JOHNSON,    manager,    Grand    and 

Clobe   Theaters,    Vineland,    N.   J. 
GUS     HARTMAN,     manager,     Princess,,    Camden, 

N.   ). 


JIM    KEEFE,   publiciry,   20th-Fox,  Cleveland  \, 
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Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jotting 

By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    = 

THE  customer  being  aways  right,  John  Q. 

Public    will    supply,   sooner    or  later,    the 

inal,  clinching  argument  in  the  current  in- 

ustry    debate    on    the    prevalency    of    war 

J  ictures,   so   called.   .   .   .   Whether   the    pro 

If  r   the   con   side   stands   vindicated,    it   may 

;j  e    noted    that   both    insist   that   their   con- 

•j  entions  are  bulwarked  by  today's  box  office 

i  eports.    .    .    .    Obviously,    one    interpretation 

■■;■  f  the  dollar  signs  is  faulty.  .  .  .  However, 

|t  follows  that  after  John  Q.  has  had  his  say 

i  n  clean-cut  fashion,  there  can  be  no  chal- 

■   enging  of  its  validity  any  more  than  there 

:     an  be  of  John  Q's  inherent  right  to  voice 

_  .  he    last    word    in    any    industry    debate    in 

ind.  ...  By  their  very  stands,  the  pros  and 

he  cons  alike  are  bound  in  advance  to  ac- 

:ept  John   Q's   verdict.   .   .   .  That   measure 

if  consolation  may  be  drawn  from  the  trade's 

•resent  debate,  already  too  heated  in  some 

juarters    for   general   comfort. 

o 

jkyjEANWHILE,    there's   one    angle    which 

'"'    the   pro   and   con   boys   seem   to   have 

.jverlooked.  .  .  .  What  do  the  boys  in  uni- 

orm  think  of  the  issue.  .  .  .  Also  what  is 

heir  opinion  of  the  gory  treatment  of  some 

itories  by  Hollywood.  .  .  .  Perhaps  the  com- 

Dlete  answer  is  not  in  what  follows,  written 

)y  a  young   man  who   is  now   in   the   Army 

'Air   Forces,   but   at   least   it   may   be   taken 

"o   reflect   the   viewpoint  of   his   post.   .   .   . 

He  agrees  that  a  few  war  pictures  are  okay 

'when    they're    fairly    accurate    without    a 

'ot  of  fiction  tossed  in,"  and  then  goes  on  to 

say: 

"Sure,  the  boys  here  know  that  the  Air 
Corps  is  tough,  and  some  won't  come  back, 
if  we  ever  get  overseas.  We  know  what 
to  expect  when  playing  tag  with  the  Japs 
15,000  or  20,000  feet  overhead.  We  know, 
•for  we've  talked  with  officers  and  non- 
coms  who  are  doing  the  dirty  work;  who 
are  doing  our  fighting.  We've  seen  men 
about  22  or  23  come  back  and  look  at  least 
35  or  40. 

"So  why  give  us  pictures  of  bayonets 
slicing  men  to  shreds,  machine  guns  riddling 
planes  and  men,  heavy  artillery  shells  land- 
ing near  a  detail  of  men  and  blasting  them 
,to  bits?  I  think  it's  unnecessary  to  show 
more  of  what  we  shall  get.  And  the  idea 
of  mothers,  fathers,  sisters,  brothers,  friends, 
etc.,  wanting  to  see  what  may  happen  to 
their  own  relatives  is  pure  bunk,  it  seems 
to  me.  Sure,  the  kids  want  to  see  them, 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Preparing  for  Re-opening 
Of    Market  After  Conquest 
By  United  Nations  Troops 

With  the  Allied  victory  in  North 
Africa  complete,  many  of  the  film 
companies  are  reportedly  preparing 
to  turn  out  Italian  versions  of  some 
of  their  product  in  anticipation  of 
an  invasion  of  Italy  by  the  United 
Nations. 

The  companies  are  said  to  be 
aware  that  occupation  of  Italy  by 
Allied  forces  quickly  would  reopen 
that  market  to  American  film  prod- 
uct and  are  taking  no  chances  of 
losing  out  a  new  source  of  revenue 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Schenck  Again  Called 
In  Racketeer  Hearing 

Chicago  —  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
first  witness  heard  Monday  in  the 
extradition  hearing  before  U.  S. 
Commissioner  E.  K.  Walker  of  the 
six  Capone  mobsters  against  whom 
a  Federal  grand  jury  in  New  York 
returned  indictments  for  racketeer- 
ing, was  again  the  chief  witness  at 
yesterday's  continuation  of  the  hear- 

<  Continued  on  Page  6) 

Jack  Cohn  Will  Open  Col. 
Sales  Parley  Here  Today 

Columbia  opens  the  second  of  a 
series  of  three  sales  meetings  today 
at  the  Warwick,  with  A.  Montague, 
general  sales  manager,  presiding 
over   the   three-day    session.      More 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Chicago  Theaters 

Drop  Ptirhing  Lots 

Chicago  —  Parking  lots  are  going 
out  of  style  in  Chicago.  Warners  has 
given  up  parking  lot  leases  for  their 
Rhodes,  Highland  and  Jeffreys  the- 
aters, according  to  Charley  Ryan, 
and  no  business  loss  has  resulted. 

Balaban  &  Katz  has  allowed  its 
lease  on  the  Granada  Theater  park- 
ing lot  to  lapse  and  business  is  hold- 
ing. 


O'Donnell  lo  Head 
Nat.  Copper  Salvage 


Bob  O'Donnell,  national  chief  bar- 
ker of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  Amer- 
ica, has  accepted  the  post  of  national 
copper  salvage 
chairman  of  the 
W.  a  r  Activities 
Commfittee,  it 
was  announced 
yesterday  by  Ar- 
thur  Mayer, 
head  of  the  WAC 
salvage  program. 
O'Donnell  cur- 
rently is  on  a 
tour  of  the  coun- 
try speaking  be- 
fore the  various 
tents  on  the  need 
for  redoubled  ef- 
forts  in   the  collection   of  copper. 

In  accepting  the  post,  O'Donnell 
said  that  his  nation-wide  tour  had 
proved  to  him  that  everyone  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


BOB  O'DONNELL 


Flood  Situation  Is  Improved 

But  Danger  Not  Passed;  More  Theaters  Close 


Shain  to  Head  20th-Fox 
Trade  Relations  Dept. 

Sam  Shain,  former  editor  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Daily,  has  joined  the 
20th-Fox  home-office  publicity  force 
as  head  of  a  new  department  with 
the  title  of  director  of  trade  rela- 
tions. He  will  work  directly  under 
under  Hal  Home,  director  of  adver- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


St.  Louis — The  flood  situation  in 
the  Middle  West  was  greatly  im- 
proved yesterday,  with  the  Missouri 
River  flood  already  passed  Chilli- 
cothe,  Peoria  and  Pekin,  which  are 
served  out  of  Chicago,  and  will  reach 
a  critical  point  at  Beardstown  prob- 
ably today.  Levee  protecting  that 
city  is  expected  to  hold,  but  two  the- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Film  Transit  Men  Ask  ODT 
For  Data  on  Future  Ship- 
ments in  View  of  New  Ban 


Film  delivery  services  are  seeking 
a  ruling  as  to  how  they  stand  on 
the  new  ODT  regulations  curtailing 
the  delivery  of  "luxury  items."  So 
far  the  curtailment  applies  only  to 
deliveries  of  ice  cream,  beer,  wines, 
magazines,  radios  and  other  prod- 
ucts, but  as  yet  there  has  been  no 
clarification  on  film  deliveries. 

Six  months  ago  the  film  transit 
companies  cut  their  operations  25 
per  cent  to  conform  with  the  scar- 
city   of   gasoline    and    tires.       They 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Rockefeller  Reports 
On  CIAA  Activities 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Seventy  -  eight  per 
cent  of  regular  features  and  shorts 
being  shown  in  Latin-American 
countries  are  American  produced, 
said  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  head  of 
Office  of  Co-ordinator  of  Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs,  at  a  press   conference 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


RKO's  Annual  Golf  Meet 
Draws  300  Industryites 

RKO  Radio's  annual  golf  tourna- 
ment at  the  Westchester  Biltmore 
Country  Club  yesterday  drew  300 
from  the  film  industry.  Attractions, 
aside  from  the  tourney  itself,  were 
the  good  weather,  the  dinner  fol- 
lowing the  contest,  and  the  prizes  in 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Moves  Building  2© 
Miles  for  Theater 

Hoven,  S.  D. — This  town  gets  its 
first  film  theater  in  years,  thanks  to 
the  ingenuity  of  Harold  Sweber.  With 
WPB  priorities  ruling  out  new  con- 
struction, and  available  business  space 
eliminated  by  a  fire,  Sweber,  still  de- 
termined to  establish  a  theater  here, 
purchased  a  building  at  Hosmer  20 
miles  away  anl  moved  it  here. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 
but   I'm  sure  the  men  in  service  who  have 
had  friends  killed  in  action  want  to  forget. 

"I  think  that  the  newsreels  show  plenty 
of  killing,  etc.  That  is  one  thing  I  think 
is  okay,  for  it's  true.  You  aren't  seeing 
a  group  of  extras  dying  in  droves,  but  an 
occasional  one  or  two  men  falling  from 
rifle  fire.  You  may  see  a  merchant  ship 
get  hit,  but  you  see  survivors.  You  don't  see 
the  ships  suddenly  burst  into  flame,  com- 
pletely covered  with  billowing  clouds  of 
flame.  But,  you  do  see  those  things  in  the 
movies  today.    Wrong?    I  think  so!" 

Pace  yourself  in  that  young  man's  place 
and  you  might  feel  the  same  way  about  it. 


FINANCIAL 


(Tuesday,  May  25) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 16%     16%     16%—     Vs 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2%%)  17%     171/8     17i/8  —     % 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3l/4       3i/8       3i/4     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    17y2     17y2     17i/2  —     % 

East.   Kodak ..165!/2   165V2   1 65 1/2  —  1  V2 

do  pfd 183       183       183  

Gen.      Prec.     Eq 225/8     22i/4     22%—     Vs 

Loew's,  Inc 58%     57         58%  —     3/4 

Paramount    26%     26i/4     26%   +      % 

RKO     83/4       8V2       8i/2  —     i/4 

RKO  $6   pfd 91 1/2  91 1/2  91 1/2  —     i/2 

20th    Century-Fox    .  .   203/4     20i/2     20%  —     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30%     30y4     30y4  —     Vs 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 14%     14%     14%   +     Vs 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.     B'way    3s55.  .  .   77         77         77  

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.104i/4   104%   1 04 Vs   +     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    ...     3  3  3  

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%        1%        1%      

Sonotone   Corp 4  4  4        +      Vs 

Technicolor    13%     13%     13%   +     Vs 

Trans-Lux 3%       3%       3%—     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  .    18         18         18         

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

'Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st   '57 72i/2     75 


FWC,  20th-Fox  Sued  for 
"Monopolistic  Practices" 


Owner  Takes  Tipton  Reins 

Tipton,  la. — Mrs.  Beulah  DeNune, 
owner  of  the  Tipton,  has  taken  over 
the  managerial  reins,  relieving  Sla- 
ter  O'Hara. 


Mo.  Congressman  Opens 
Capitol  Fire  on  "Moscow" 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — The  First  Congres- 
sional attack  against  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  was  contained  in  yester- 
day's Congressional  Record.  Rep. 
Marion  T.  Bennett,  Missouri  Repub- 
lican, charged  that  Hollywood  has 
gone  overboard  in  an  attempt  to  sell 
Communism  to  Americans,  then  in- 
serted an  editorial  from  the  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  Leader  and  Press  which 
concludes  that  "the  obvious  purpose 
of  the  film  is  to  promote  American 
friendship  toward  Russia  by  hiding 
and  distorting  facts." 

Prior  to  the  opening  here  for  capi- 
tal newsmen,  Warners  staged  eight 
"sneak"  previews  in  various  sections 
of  the  country  for  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow" The  Film  Daily  learned  yes- 
terday. The  audiences  were  selected 
for  dominant  types,  with  the  screen- 
ings for  crowds  composed  mainly  of 
service  men,  of  industrial  workers, 
of  farmers,  etc.  Cards  were  passed 
out  for  audience  reaction,  and  it  is 
reported  that  the  picture  was  most 
favorably   received  in  all  instances. 


The  New  York  Journal-American 
editorial  page  yesterday  published 
an  exchange  of  telegrams  between 
Jack  L.  Warner  and  W.  R.  Hearst, 
the  latter  declining  to  publish  "the 
other  side  of  the  case"  in  the  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow"  controversy.  Hearst, 
whose  papers  have  assailed  the  pic, 
said  he  was  "sorry  that  we  disagree 
on  the  proper  function  of  the  press — 
and  of  the  moving  picture." 


IAOO 

,      BROADWAY 
twKI  »  0»t  \      \Jfff     I  M  T  C 

OtUVIt?  H1VICI      \^  y  0,3,  ».oo«l-J.3.4 

VTMJJH  «  C  A.  HOJICBOH  IO©M  RIM  IXCH/UtU  OtJIUIUllON  SttVKI 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Sidney  Pink  and  Jo- 
seph Moritz,  operating  the  Princess 
and  Century,  suburban  theaters,  have 
filed  suit  against  Fox  West  Coast 
Theaters  Corp.,  Fox  West  Coast 
Agency  Corp.,  Far  West  Coast  The- 
ater Corp.,  and  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  Film  Corp.  for  a  permanent  in- 
junction against  alleged  monopolistic 
practices  and  asking  $25,000  for  at- 
torney fees. 

The  complainants  claim  Fox  West 
Coast  is  planning  to  make  the  Figue- 
roa  a  first-run  house  and  this  would 
set  their  theaters  back  an  additional 
21  days.  Plaintiffs  contend  the  cir- 
cuit gets  concessions  in  dating  and 
playing  privileges  and  price  conces- 
sions on  better  percentage  or  flat 
deals  than  do  independent  operators. 


Comma  and  GOING 


Pacent  Loses  Appeal  Move 

The  Appellate  Division  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court  yesterday  de- 
nied the  motion  of  Louis  Gerard  Pa- 
cent  to  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  his  $225,000  damage  action 
against  Warners,  and  others  charg- 
ing breach  of  a  contract  under 
which  they  allegedly  were  to  order 
100  sound  reproducers  but  only  pur- 
chased one.  The  action  was  dis- 
missed by  the  Appellate  Division 
for  lack  of  prosecution.  Pacent's 
attorney  said  that  he  would  go  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals  regardless. 


Up-State  Resort  Houses 
Taking  Down  Shutters 


Albany — Summer  spots  are  open- 
ing on  schedule  with  plenty  of  ac- 
tivity reported  locally 

Harry  Lamont's  Woodstock,  Wood- 
stock, reopened  this  week,  while 
Charlie  Rossi  re-opened  the  Para- 
mount, Schroon  Lake.  Rossi's  brother 
is  due  to  reopen  the  Strand,  Schroon 
Lake,  late  next  month.  Auditorium, 
Round  Lake,  will  open  June  5,  with 
Johnny  Gardner,  indie  Schenectady 
exhib,  booking  for  the  Round  Lake 
Ass'n. 

Lester  Tobias  is  in  town  booking 
for  Totem  Lodge,  Burden  Lake, 
which  has  already  taken  off  its  shut- 
ters. Sam  Davis  has  already  re- 
opened the  Phoenicia,  Phoenicia  and 
Mrs.  Frieda  Klein  has  reopened  the 
Hunter,  Hunter.  Saranac  Inn  re- 
opens June  27  and  will  again  show 
pix  in  its  Casino  Theater. 


"Lady  of  Burlesque"  Date 
In  Philly  Albee  Scratched 

Philadelphia — Slated  to  open  at 
the  S-W  Albee  here,  "Lady  of  Bur- 
lesque" was  yanked  yesterday  and 
house  will  hold  "Cabin  in  the  Sky" 
for  a  fifth  week,  with  "Five  Graves 
to  Cairo"  slated  to  follow.  Decision 
to  pull  the  UA  pic  came  suddenly, 
and  no  explanation  was  offered,  al- 
though trade  circles  believed  that 
the  Legion  of  Decency  rating  was  a 
factor.  Pic  was  passed  by  the  State 
censors  and  played  up-state  spots 
without  stirring  up  a  rumpus. 


RODNEY  BUSH,  20th-Fox,  exploitation  man- 
ager,  has  returned  from   Chicago. 

MORT  BLUMENSTOCK  was  in  Washington 
yesterday  for  a  conference  with  War  Depart- 
ment officials  in  connection  with  the  handling 
of   "This    Is   the   Army." 

TOM  J.  CONNORS,  20th-Fox  distribution 
chief,  and  WILLIAM  C.  CEHRINC,  the  company'' 
Western  sales  manager,  left  for  Montreal  a-6 
Toronto  last  night  for  sales  meetings.  Tfar 
will    return    to    town    tomorrow. 

W.  C.  MICHEL,  20th-Fox  executive  vice- 
president,  gets  back  from  Chicago  tomorrow. 

RICHARD  CONDON,  head  of  the  special  ex- 
ploitation department  at  the  20th-Fox  studio,  i: 
here  from  the  Coast  to  confer  with  Hal  Home 
the   company's   ad-publicity   chief. 

ARTHUR  WILLIAM  BROWN,  the  artist,  leave: 
for  the  Coast  tomorrow  to  do  a  series  of  paint- 
ings   for   20th-Fox's    "Claudia." 

JOSEPH  HOLTON  of  the  20th-Fox  home-offic< 
talent  department  is  in  Boston  locking  ove 
the    talent   in   the    new    legit,   shows   there. 

CHARLES  SKOURAS,  DAN  MICHALOVE 
CHARLES  A.  BUCKLEY  and  ANDREW  KRAPP 
MAN    are    New    York-bound    from    the    Coast. 

HARRY   COHN   heads   East  today  or  tomorrow 

NED  DEPINET  and  CHARLES  W.  KOERNEr 
have   arrived    from    Hollywood. 

EDWARD  C.  RAFTERY,  UA  president,  arrive 
in    New    York    from    Hollywood    today. 

J.  J.  O'LEARY,  president  and  treasurer  0 
Comerford  Publix  Theaters  Corp.,  left  New  Yorl 
yesterday  for  Butte,  Mont.,  to  attend  funera 
services   there   for  his  mother. 

FRANCIS     HARMON     returned    to    New    Yorl  \ 
yesterday   from    a    Southern    trip   which    include 
a   final    Washington   stopover. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY  leaves  today  for  Toront,; 
for  conferences  with   Empire-Universal   execs. 

ARTHUR  MEYER  of  International  Projecto 
is   in   Washington. 

DAVID  BERNSTEIN,  C.  C.  MOSKOWITZ,  MAR 
VIN  SCHENCK  and  OSCAR  A.  DOOB  are  ii 
Chicago. 

JAMES  K.  McCUINNESS,  M-G-M  producer 
has  returned  to  the  West  Coast  after  a  brie 
stav  in  New  York. 

ELLEN    DREW  leaves  tonight  for  the  Coast. 

UNA  MERKEL,  accompanied  by  her  ma,  i 
at   Essex   House   from   the   Coast. 

AL  O.  BONDY,  General  Electric's  film  dis- 
tributor, left  New  York  yesterday  on  an  extendec 
tour  of  key  cities. 

Food  Conference  Sees 
Columbia's  "Commandos' 


Reserves  Decision  on 
Local  244  Receivership 


Newark — Vice-Chancellor  John  O. 
Bigelow  reserved  decision  after  hear- 
ing oral  argument  on  the  application 
for  a  receivership  for  Local  244,  op- 
erators. The  action  was  brought  by 
six  members  of  the  union  on  the 
charge  that  Louis  Kaufman,  busi- 
ness agent,  dominated  the  local  and 
that  he  used  coercion  to  whip  the 
membership   into  doing  his  bidding. 


Hot  Springs,  Va.  —  Columbia's 
"Commandos  Strike  at  Dawn"  was 
specially  screened  for  the  Unitec 
Nations  diplomats  attending  the  f  00c 
.conference  here,  The  Film  Dail\ 
learned  yesterday. 


Al  Jolson 
Paul  Lukas 
Norma  Talmadge 


Viola    Brothers    Shore 
John  Wayne 
Andy    M.    Roy 
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DAILY 


;  lood  Situation 


liihows  Improvement 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

kters  there  did  not  operate  yesterday, 
r  The  Mississippi  River  high  point 
4'jjas  passed  St.  Louis,  but  the  situa- 
1    ion  regarding  the  levee  protecting 

rranite  City,  Madison  and  suburbs 
East  St.  Louis  opposite  here  still 

1'  ^  serious,  but  theaters  in  that  zone 
J-e  operating.  A  house  at  Dupo,  111., 
jelow  East  St.  Louis,  has  closed  tem- 
a  jorarily  as  have  houses  in  McClure, 
New  Athens  and  Vahlmeyer  in  Illi- 
nois, Lepanto,  Ark.,  and  Morrisson, 
Mo.  The  last  named  is  expected 
o  reopen  on  Saturday  for  the  regu- 
lar week-end  run. 

Critical  point  at  Cape  Girardeau 
and  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo.  and  Cairo, 
111.,  will  be  reached  probably  to- 
morrow and  Friday  but  protecting 
levees  are  expected  to  hold  the  water 
that  has  passed  St.  Louis. 

From  Southwestern  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  West  of  Fort  Smith  reports 
were  more  encouraging  yesterday, 
while  the  most  serious  flood  condi- 
tions in  Indiana  along  White  and 
Wabash  Rivers  has  passed. 

Aftermath  of  the  floods  will  hit 
hard  theaters  in  the  farming  dis- 
tricts that  have  suffered  since  farm- 
ers have  experienced  a  heavy  finan- 
cial loss. 


Mt- 
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Jack  Cohn  Will  Open  Col. 
Sales  Parley  Here  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

than  80  delegates  will  be  present  at 
the  convention  which  will  run 
through  Friday. 

Jack  Cohn  will  open  the  session 
after  which  Montague  will  introduce 
Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Weinberg,  Louis 
Astor,  and  M.  J.  Weisfeldt. 

Other  home  office  execs,  present,  will  em- 
l-race  A.  Schneider.  N.  B.  Spingold.  Joseph 
\.  HcConville,  Louis  J.  Barbano.  Leo  Jaffe, 
Mortimer  Wormser.  David  A.  Lipton,  Maurice 
Grad,  Hank  C.  Kaufman.  George  Josephs, 
.lack  Serai,  Arnold  Picker.  Bill  Brennan. 
Bernie  E.  Zeeman.  Hortense  Schorr,  Frank  P 
Rosenberg.  Vincent  Borelli,  Joe  Freiberg-,  Set 
Raisler,   and  Al   Seligrman. 


»'' 


Bus  mileage  Cut  Seen 
Blow  to  Box  Offices 

Springfield,  Mass. — Theater  man- 
agers here,  wore  puzzled  frowns  yes- 
terday as  they  attempted  to  predict 
what  would  be  the  results  here  of 
the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation 
ruling  that  the  local  bus  company 
must  cut  its  daily  mileage  by  20  per 
cent  and  the  OPA's  no  fun-driving 
rule. 

The  bus  cut  would  mean  a  loss  for 
downtown  theaters,  it  was  predicted 
by  some  managers.  The  bus  com- 
pany will  halt  most  of  the  residential 
area  lines  far  short  of  their  present 
termini,  after  6  p.m.  at  night,  thus 
effectively  cutting  down  theater 
traffic. 

Meanwhile  the  OPA  ruling  has 
forced  the  Riverside  Park-In  to  close 
up  and  the  park  itself  into  week-end 
only  operation. 


Mid-Week  Medley: 

•  •      •     PARAMOUNT'S   h.o.    rafters    ring    tonight    with    Pep    Club's 

Fashion  Show  and  Concert Lillian  Silk  is  fashion  parade  chairman, 

and  Irene  F.  Scott  for  vocalizing  end Nine  Para,  lovelies  will  display 

Franklin  Simon  creations,  and,  in  recognition  of  big  part  women  are 
playing  in  the  Armed  Forces,  the  door  prize  will  be  a  Permanent  Wave. 

•  Mrs.  Mort  Blumenstock,  wife  of  WB's  Eastern  ad-publicity  head,  recent- 
ly planted  5,000  assorted  tulip  bulbs  on  their  Westchester  place 

After  the   long  spell  of  unseasonable   weather,   the  bulbs  finally  broke 

out  in  a  riot  of  Technicolor The  same  night,  a  herd  of  deer  invaded 

the  Blumenstock  estate  and  grazed  away  all  the  bulbs, — all,  that  is,  except 

the  Red  ones Mort  and  Sandra  are  still  trying  to  figure  it  out 

(Could  be,  yTcnow.  that  the  deer  heard  the  nooze  of  the  Comintern's  dis- 
solution from  some  of  blooded  Westchester  Mos-cows)  ....  •  Numerous 
stands  in  South  and  West  are  billing  Roy  Rogers'  prairie  pix  over  big 
features  on  dual  bills.  ...  •  Walt  Disney  was  'mong  the  "ten  modern 
pioneer  scientists"  receiving  Copemican  Citations  at  Copernican  quadri- 

centennial  program  on  Monday  night  in  Carnegie  Hall He  was  cited 

for  work  with   animated  cartoons President  Roosevelt  sent  stirring 

message  to  the  gathering.  ...  •  Buck  Gottlieb,  formerly  a  student  at 
20th-Fox  Indianapolis  and  Boston  Branches,  has  been  appointed  a  com- 
pany salesman  covering  the  Brooklyn  area,  replacing  Bill  Schutzer.  .  .  . 

•  Anent  20th-Fox,  Clyde  Eckhardt.  recently  named  Los  Angeles  branch 
manager,  took  over  his  new  duties  this  week,  and  Jules  Fields  has  been 
promoted  from  exploitation  representative  in  the  Great  Lakes  district 
to  a  more  important  job  on  Hal  Home's  publicity-ad  staff  at  the  h.o.  .  .  . 

•  Wait  'til  you  have  to  put  these  titles  on  your  marquee:  "The  City  That 
Stopped  Hitler  (Heroic  Stalingrad)"  and  "Rickenbacker.  the  Story  of  an 
American" First  will  come  via  Para.,  latter  via  20th-Fox 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


HAROLD  ARLEN,  B  &  K  publicity  staff,  Chicago. 

JAMES  THOMPSON,  Apollo  Theater,  Chicago. 

GEORGE  ROSENTHAL,  manager,  Garrick  The- 
ater,   Chicago. 

FOSTER  BLAKE,  Universal  manager,  Los  An- 
geles. 

GLENN  ELDRIDGE,  assistant  manager,  Palomar 
Theater,    Seattle. 

HERB  STEWART,  assistant  manager,  Orpheum, 
Seattle. 

HERBERT  J.  ROYSTER,  manager,  Mayfair  Theater, 
Portland. 

BAILY  PRICHARD,  Monogram  manager,  Mem- 
phis. 

RALPH  PORTER,  assistant  manager,  Ritz,  Al- 
bany. 

MEL   CONHAIM,    Diana   Theater,   Medina,   N.   Y. 


Rockefeller  Reports 
On  CIAA  Activities 


Dislribs.  Readying 
Italian  Versions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

should  the  invasion  of  the  Italian 
boot  become  a  reality— a  develop- 
ment held  to  be  a  virtually  foregone 
conclusion  in  military  circles. 

Features  selected  for  dubbing  into 
Italian  are  being  hand-picked.  Range 
of  selection  is  indicated  by  the  var- 
iety of  Paramount's  choices — "Holi- 
day Inn"  and  "Wake  Island."  Gen- 
erally speaking,  emphasis  is  on  top 
quality  entertainment,  regardless  of 
type  of  production. 


Mary  Pickford  Advocates 
Founding  a  "Girls'  Town" 

Toronto — An  international  move- 
ment to  establish  a  "Girls'  Home" 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
pomparable  to  the  famed  Boys' 
Town,  Nebraska,  was  advocated  by 
Mary  Pickford  upon  her  arrival  in 
her  home  town  here  yesterday.  Miss 
Pickford  said  she  hoped  to  talk 
about  it  to  Prime  Minister  MacKen- 
zie  King  and  to  President  Roosevelt. 


O'Donnell  to  Head 
Nat.  Copper  Salvage 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Variety  Clubs  and  the  WAC  recog- 
nizes that  lack  of  copper  can  lose 
the   war. 

Conferences  will  be  held  shortly 
among  O'Donnell,  Si  Fabian  and 
Oscar  Doob  to  outline  plans  based 
on  previous  exhibitor  experience  in 
collecting  copper.  A  special  press 
book  will  be  prepared  to  carry  these 
plans  and  experiences  to  exhibitors. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

here.'  He  reported  weekly  attendance 
in  Latin  America  17,500,000  out  of  a 
population  of  130,000,000,  and  that 
CIAA's  16  mm.  programs  are  being 
seen  by  approximately  1,000,000  peo- 
ple in  Latin  America  and  1,000,000  in 
this  country. 

Rockefeller  praised  the  industry  for  having: 
refused  to  deal  with  firms  that  had  been 
blacklisted  by  the  U.  S.  Government  as  Nazi 
companies  and  said  only  12  theaters  are  now 
operating  in  Argentina.  He  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  appropriated  $3,000,000  for  CIAA's 
motion  picture  programs  for  the  past  year, 
but  cost  to  the  Government  had  only  been 
$1,000,000,  this  being  due  to  efficiency  and 
the  fact  that  the  film  industry  had  taken 
over  much  of  the  work.  For  the  new  year 
CIAA  wil  lask  $1,500,000  for  its  motion 
picture  program.  The  industry  has  made 
all  of  its  shorts  available  for  reduction 
of  16  mm.  and  CIAA  has  already  reviewed 
7,000,000  feet. 

Rockefeller  reported  that  CIAA  has  aided 
the  film  industries  of  Mexico,  Brazil,  Cuba 
and  Argentina.  He  announced  that  Joseph 
I.  Breen  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Society  for  the  Americas;  Ed- 
Aiud  J.  Mannix  and  Kenneth  Macgowan  vice- 
presidents;  and  that  Y.  Frank  Freeman  has 
been  re-elected  chairman  of  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Rockefeller  said  the  industry  has  made 
31  features  dealing  wholly  or  in  part  with 
characters  of  other  American  republics  or 
using  backgrounds  of  those  countries  and 
that  26  such  pictures  are  now  being  pro- 
duced; that  17  pictures  have  been  produced 
and  8  are  now  being  made  that  have  United 
States  backgrounds  that  will  help  to  strength- 
en our  relations  with  Latin-American  coun- 
tries. 

Referring  to  the  Motion  Picture  Society  for 
the  Americas'  contract  with  Walt  Disney, 
Rockefeller  declared  it  guarantees  Disney 
against  loss  on  three  features,  the  first  of 
which  is  "Saludos  Amigos"  and  indications 
are  the  society  will  not  have  to  take  a 
loss  on  it.  The  society  is  also  under- 
writing Disney  on  a  program  of  shorts. 


Shain  to  Head  20th-Fox 
Trade  Relations  Dept. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tising,  exploitation  and  publicity. 
The  department  will  incorporate  the 
trade  publicity  and  trade  promotion 
departments  headed  by  Joe  Shea 
and  Dave  Bader,  respectively.  The 
duties  of  Shea  and  Bader  will  not 
be  changed,  it  was  said.  Shain  takes 
over  his  new  post  on  Tuesday. 


Really  Goes  In  For 
Cultivating  Patrons 

Plymouth,  N.  H.  —  Wartime  food 
production  is  being  encouraged  by 
the  local  Interstate  Plymouth  The- 
ater, which  holds  a  "House  and  Gar- 
den Nite"  every  Tuesday  evening. 
Besides  dishes,  the  giveaways  include 
pails,  hoes,  rakes  and  garden  hose. 


is  the  show  of  all  time ! 
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from  UNITED  ARTISTS  ...jhe  company  all  the  time! 


'resented  and  Produced  by  SOL  LESSER  •  Directed  by  FRANK  BORZAGE  •  screenplay  by  delmer  daves  •  a  frank  borzage  production         lIN^frST^i 


All  Rights  Granltd  By 
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Schenck  Again  Called 
In  Racketeer  Hearing 


{Continued  from  Facie  1) 

ing.  The  six  men  are  charged  with 
having  been  accomplices  of  George 
E.  Browne  and  Willie  Bioff  in  ex- 
torting more  than  $1,000,000  from 
motion  picture  producers  to  refrain 
from  calling  a  strike. 

Schenck  on  Monday  testified  as  to  the 
basic  agreement  between  the  industry  and 
labor  in  1926.  Yesterday  he  told  about  nego- 
tiations with  Browne,  then  IATSE  president, 
including'  that  concerning  the  operators' 
strike  in  1936.  Defense  Attorney  Bradley 
Eben  told  Commissioner  Walker  he  would 
show  that  the  defendants  are  not  guilty  of 
extortion. 

Arthur  Israel  was  the  second  witness  yes- 
terday. He  testified  he  delivered  a  package 
to  Bioff  in  1936  at  the  Bismarck  Hotel  in 
Chicago  and  that  the  package  contained 
currency  in  an  amount  not  stated.  Nicholas 
Schenck.  recalled  to  the  stand,  said  that  he 
had  met  Browne  and  Bioff  the  same  year 
and  that  at  the  meeting  Bioff  made  a  de- 
mand for  $2,000,000  which,  Schenck  stated, 
was  refused.  Commissioner  Walker  then  ad- 
journed the  hearing  until  today. 

Louis  B.  Mayer,  Howard  Strickling  and 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  arrived  here  yesterday 
from   the   Coast   for  the  hearing. 


RKO's  Annual  Golf  Meet 
Draws  300  Industryites 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

War  Bonds  and  Stamps.  Your  Uncle 
Samuel  profited  most  from  the  day's 
events  from  the  number  of  Bonds  and 
Stamps  disposed  of  to  the  winners. 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  prexy  of  RKO  Ra- 
dio Pictures,  presided  at  the  dinner 
following  the  tourney.  Other  speak- 
ers were  N.  Peter  Rathvon,  president 
of  RKO  Corp.,  Charles  W.  Koerner 
and  Sam  Rinzler. 

The  following  were  the  prize  win- 
ners: 

Kickers'  handicap  for  RKO  employes,  W. 
Hoffman. 

Kickers'  handicap  prize  for  guests,  Harry 
Rosenquest. 

Low  gross  winner  for  RKO  employes  play- 
ing the  South  course,  Eddie  Sniderman ; 
runner-up,   H.   Walker. 

Low  gross  winner  on  the  West  course  for 
RKO  employes,  Lou  Miller;  runner-up,  Harry 
Michalson. 

Low  gross  for  guests  playing  the  South 
course,  E.  S.  Gaylord;  runner-up  H.  J. 
Morin. 

Low  gross  for  guests  playing  the  West 
course,  W.  White;  runner-up,  Mitchell  May, 
Jr. 

Putting  contest,  Abe  Schneider  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures. 

Nearest  to  pin  on  the  South  course,  A. 
B.  Kronenberger  of  Warner  Bros. 

Nearest  to  pin  on  the  West  course,  Dick 
Gavin. 

Foursome  winners:  R.  H.  Dann,  J.  Bona- 
field,  C.  Horstman,  Harry  Pimstein,  H.  E. 
Newcomb,  H.  D.  Cole,  W.  Marshall,  Don 
Mersereau,  J.  R.  Woods,  S.  B.  Brill,  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  Jack  Level,  E.  L.  McAvoy,  J. 
Lombard.  M.  Saunders,  F.  Damis,  Sam  Rinz- 
ler, G.  H.  Gavin,  Frank  Phelps,  George  Dem- 
bow.  Jack  Kennedy,  A.  Wein stein,  A.  E. 
Reoeh,   P.   T.  Josephson,   W.   Clinchy. 


That  Extra  Something! 

Rochester,  N.  H. — Newspaper  ad 
by  the  Scenic  Theater  here  read: 

"She  Has  What  Is  Takes"  — 
"Usual   Added   Attraction." 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

SOL  SIECEL,  Columbia. 

JOAN   MORTIMER,   termer,  Paramount. 

RAMSEY    AMES,    termer,    Universal. 

BILLY  DANIELS,  dancer,  actor,  dance  director, 
Paramount. 

VICTOR   FiRANCEN,    termer,   Warners. 

OWICHT  FRANKLIN,  technical  advisor,  "French- 
man's Creek,"  Paramount. 

WEI  HSUSH,  technical  advisor,  "The  Story  of 
'Dr.  Wassell,"  Cecil   B.   DeMille — Paramount. 

DONNA  MAE  JADEN,  termer,  M-C-M. 

RICHARD  WARING,  termer,  Warners. 

WILLIAM  D.  BAYLES,  screenplay,  "The  In- 
credible  Earl  of  Suffolk,"  20th-Fox. 

VICTOR   FRANOEN,  termer,   Warners. 

FRANCHOT  TONE,  "My  Girl  Godfrey,"  Universal. 

CONSTANCE  DOWLING,  "Up  in  Arms,"  Samuel 
Coldwyn. 

BOB    ALDA,    termer,   Warner   Bros. 

GALE   SONDERCAARD,    termer,    Universal. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

VINCENT  SHERMAN,  director,  "The  Horn  Blows 

at  Midnight,"  Warners. 
BORIS     INGSTER    and     LOU     BRESLOW,    script, 

"Tropicana,"    Columbia. 
GEORGIE    HALE,    dance    director,    "They're    All 

All   Crazy,"   Universal. 
LEIGH      HARLINE,     musical     director,     "Johnny 

Come   Lately,"  Cagney-UA. 
JOHN     LEIPOLD,     musical    score,    "Right    Guy," 

Columbia. 
SID    SILVERS,    CONNIE    LEE    and     KAREN     DE 

WOLF,     script,     "The     Man     in     the     Box," 

Columbia. 
DAVE     STAMPER,     script,     "Ziegfeld      Follies," 

M-C-M. 
SAM    WHITE,    producer,    "Rhapsody    in    A    Flat" 

and  "The  Return  of  the  Vampire,"  Columbia. 
MARY  McCALL,  JR.,  screenplay,  "The  Sullivans," 

am    Jaffe-tloyd    Bacon-Jules    Schermer. 
EMMETT   LAVERY,    producer-screenplay,    "China 

Sky,"  RKO. 


Open  Sealed  Verdict  Today 
in  'Snow  White'  Voice  Suit 


A  sealed  verdict  was  returned  yes- 
terday by  a  jury  in  New  York  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  $200,000  damage 
action  of  Adriana  Caselotti,  the 
voice  of  Snow  White,  and  Harry 
Stockwell,  the  voice  of  Prince  Charm- 
ing in  the  Walt  Disney  film  "Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs."  The 
defendants,  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions, Ltd.,  and  RCA  Victor,  were 
charged  with  violation  of  an  oral 
agreement  which  assertedly  called 
for  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs'  voices 
only  in  the  film.  Miss  Caselotti  and 
Stockwell  charged  that  RCA  was 
permitted  by  Disney  to  make  rec- 
ords of  the  songs  and  dialogue  from 
the  film. 

The  verdict  will  be  opened  this 
morning. 


Cut  in  Bus  Service 
Will  Hit  City  Theaters 

Curtailment  of  bus  service,  if  not 
an  actual  shutdown  in  some  in- 
stances, faces  the  theatergoing  pub- 
lic of  New  York  City  and  other  East- 
ern points  as  part  of  the  Office  of 
Defense  Transportation  effort  to 
save  gasoline.  Bus  operations  in 
Manhattan,  particularly  the  longi- 
tudinal service,  may  be  shut  down 
tight.  In  Brooklyn  and  Queens  where 
other  means  of  transportation  are 
lacking  bus  service  would  probably 
not  be  affected  to  the  same  extent. 

If  the  ODT  program  is  put  into 
effect  throughout  the  East,  other 
cities  will  suffer  likewise  and  some 
to  a  greater  extent  than  New  York. 


Butte  Rites  Saturday 
For  J.  J.  O'Leary's  Mother 

Butte,  Mont. — Mrs.  Ellen  O'Leary, 
81,  mother  of  J.  J.  O'Leary,  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  Comerford 
Publix  Theaters  Corp.,  died  here 
yesterday.  Funeral  services  will  be 
held  at  her  local  residence,  2018 
Garrison    Ave.,   on    Saturday. 


New  De  Luxer  in  B.  A. 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail) — Coll, 
Gatti  &  Caves'  new  de  luxe  house 
will  be  named   Cine  Luxor. 


Staub  Arbitration  Case 
Hearing  Set  for  June  6 


Cleveland — Hearing  of  the  arbi- 
tration case  of  the  Capitol  Theater, 
Delphos,  owned  by  E.  L.  Staub 
against  the  major  companies  serv- 
ing the  Warner  theaters  in  Lima, 
has  been  postponed  to  June  6  be- 
cause of  the  inability  of  the  arbi- 
trator to  be  present  at  the  original 
date.  Staub  seeks  to  eliminate  the 
14-day  clearance  granted  the  Lima 
houses  and  to  secure  the  same  ser- 
vice recently  granted  by  consent  to 
the  Van  Wert  Theater,  Van  Wert, 
namely  to  get  pictures  three  days 
after  Lima,  or  21  days  after  terri- 
torial release  date  regardless  of 
Lima.  Van  Wert  and  Lima  are  30 
miles  distant.  Delphos  is  midway 
between  the  two  towns. 


RKO  Will  Re-Release 
"All  That  Money  Can  Buy' 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— William  Dieterle,  W. 
H.  Frank  and  Robert  McDonald,  who 
produced  "All  That  Money  Can  Buy," 
have  arranged  for  RKO  to  re-release 
the  Walter  Huston-Edward  Arnold 
picture  under  its  original  title,  "The 
Devil  and  Daniel  Webster." 

Advertising  will  explain  that  pic- 
ture was  formerly  known  as  "All 
That  Money  Can  Buy."  Production, 
based  upon  Stephen  Vincent  Benet's 
story,  will  go  into  distribution  in 
June. 


Asking  $350,000  for 
"Tomorrow  the  World" 


"Tomorrow  the  World,"  tenant  at 
the  Ethel  Barrymore  Theater,  is  the 
subject  of  lively  bidding  from  vir- 
tually every  major  company.  Pro- 
ducers of  the  play  have  set  a  mini- 
mum of  $350,000  for  the  film  rights. 


$150,000  for  "Ladies" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Columbia  is  under- 
stood to  have  shelled  out  $150,000 
for  the  screen  rights  to  "Good  Night 
Ladies,"  farce  now  in  its  second  sea- 
son in  Chicaeo. 


Seek  "Gas"  Ruling 
On  Film  Deliveries 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stopped  operations  one  day  a  week 
and  consolidated  deliveries  and  pick- 
ups. Film  delivery  men  are  now 
concerned  over  the  possible  order  to 
eliminate  Sunday  operations.  This 
would  necessitate  shipments  on  Sat 
urday  for  Tuesday  showings  ar" 
would,  it  is  believed,  create  greate", 
confusion. 

As    of   yesterday,    all    films    were 
going  through  on  schedule  and  there 
was  no  change  in  normal  shipments. j 
A  request  to  the  ODT  in  Washing-  A 
ton  has  been  made,  however,  to  de-1 
termine  what  can  be  expected  in  the! 
future   if   the   gasoline    shortage   inl 
the  Eastern  area  continues. 

Some  encouragement  was  indi-T 
cated  yesterday  when  it  was  learned! 
that  oil  had  started  flowing  againJi 
through  the  pipeline  between  LongH 
view,  Tex.,  and  Norris  City,  I11..J 
which  had  been  cut  by  floods  creJ 
ated  by  the  Arkansas  River. 


Links  War  Pix  Draw  With 
Public's  Spending  Mood 

Columbus,  O. — Top  box-office  biz 
rung  up  by  war  features  "does  not 
mean  that  they  have  the  seal  of  pub 
lie  approval"  but  rather  reflects  the 
public's  "spending  mood,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  entertainment." 

So  says  Pete  J.  Wood,  secretary 
of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  in  a  statement 
designed  as  a  reply  to  that  of  H.  M* 
Warner  which  lashed  opposition  tc 
war  films  and  charged  that  such  op- 
position was  appeaser  propaganda 
Wood's  statement  is  the  first  exhib 
organization  reaction  to  Warner'si 
blast,  which  Wood  professes  to  see 
as  OWI-inspired  and  "a  definite  bid 
for  a  place  on  the  New  Deal  ticket 
in  1944." 

Wood  says  that  the  public  is 
"ready  and  willing  to  accept  more 
'Desert  Victories',  which  is  a  superh 
and  effective  piece  of  propaganda, 
that  should  be  seen  by  every  Ameri- 
can; and  this  also  holds  true  foi 
many  other  short  subjects  produced 
by  both  the  Government  and  the  film 
companies." 

Wood's  statement  contends  that 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  was  distorted 
jn  the  book's  filming,  although  the 
film  version  was  approved  by  for- 
mer Ambassador  Davies. 


RCA  Wins  Its  Fourth  "E"  Flag 

The  Army-Navy  "E"  flag  has  beer 
awarded  RCA  Laboratories,  Prince-, 
ton,  N.  J.  The  award  is  the  fourth 
to  be  won  by  the  RCA  organization 


Well,  Well,  Well!  .'  .' 

London,  Ont. — Dr.  Duncan  Mc- 
Arfhur,  Ontario  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, declared  in  a  letter  to  the  On- 
tario Library  Association,  meeting 
here,  that  standards  of  culture  and 
literary  judgment  are  "imperilled  by 
the  radio  and  the  movie." 
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Selective  Service  Will  Rule  in  Nevr  Havens  Cafe 

(See  Column  3  Below) 


Intimate  in  Character 
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Independent    in    Thought 
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RKO  TO  MAKE  40,  MAY  HOLD  BACK  SOME 

Minn.  Indies  to  Appeal  to  Govt,  on  Trade  Tactics 


Editorial 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

P=   By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    = 


r^ONT  expect  the  Government,  via  the 
*"^  OWI,  to  directly  or  indirectly  join  in 
•he  present  industry  debate  on  prevalency 
}f  war  features  and  the  advisability  of  such 
Drevalency.  .  .  .  The  OWI,  you  can  safely 
i3et,  will  follow  a  hands-off  course,  with 
6r'r  Lowell  Mellett  sitting  comfortably  on 
•he  side  lines  while  the  trade  battles  it 
our.  .  .  .  Mellett  s  attitude  remains  as  it 
has  been  all  along.  .  .  .  Which  means  that 
while  he  likes  war  pix  "with  something  to 
say,"  he  objects  to  producers  "using"  the 
war  without  accomplishing  increased  pub- 
lic appreciation  for  issues.  .  .  .  And  he  ob- 
jects emphatically  to  phony  war  stuff.  .  .  . 
From  press  rumblings  o'  late,  in  that  Mel- 
lett is  hardly  alone. 

o 

THE  controversy  over  "Mission  to  Moscow" 
"  continues  unabated.  .  .  .  Latest  develop- 
ment is  the  distribution  of  a  "press  book," 
on  the  controversy  by  the  New  Leader 
which,  of  course,  is  highly  critical  of  the 
Warner  pic.  ...  If  there's  a  precedent  for 
such  a  "press  book,"  it's  beyond  this 
observer's  ken.  ...  So  there's  still  an- 
other "first"  which  Warners  can  chalk 
up.  .  .  .  Meanwhile,  did  you  (or  those  who 
are  devoting  white  space  to  the  controversy) 
ever  stop  to  estimate  what  the  aggregate 
free  lineage  would  cost  Warners  if  billed 
at  prevailing  advertising  rates?  That  War- 
ner $500,000  budget  to  promote  "Moscow" 
would  be  just  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  so  to 
speak.  ...  As  for  the  controversy,  history 
will  write  the  decision,  some  decades  in 
the  future. 

D  EGARDLESS  of  what  you  may  have  read 
*  the  other  night  in  the  New  York  World- 
Telegram  (and  in  other  papers  subscribing 
to  the  same  news  service),  the  OWI  has 
no  plans  to  produce  a  feature  picture  with 
an  all-star  cast  of  Hollywood  "names"  now 
in  uniform.  .  .  .  That's  definite.  .  .  .  Evi- 
dently, the  by-liner  was  misled  by  the  fact 
that  Capt.  Clark  Gable  is  featured  as 
commentator  in  a  forthcoming  Army  Air 
Forces  short. 

o 

.  CTRAWS  in   the  Wind   Dept.:  With   Du- 
**  Mont    embarking    recently    upon    a    big- 
space    newspaper    ad    campaign    in    behalf 
of  television — and  don't  forget   that   Para- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


"Federal  Intervention 
Only  Practical  Solution," 
Says  NCAIT  President 


Minneapolis  —  Charging  that  re- 
fusal of  distributors  to  modify  al- 
leged unreasonable  sales  policies  and 
to  eliminate  alleged  unfair  trade 
practices  has  placed  independent  the- 
ater operators  in  a  "critical  stage," 
Don  Guttman,  local  exhibitor  and 
president  of  the  newly  organized 
North  Central  Allied  Independent 
Theaters  here,  has  been  dh'ected  by 
the  organization  to  appeal  to  the 
Federal  Government  for  relief. 

In  a  statement  issued  late  yester- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Theater  Flood  Crisis 
Apparently  Passed 


St.  Louis  —  The  flood  situation 
crisis  is  apparently  over  so  far  as 
theaters  in  this  territory  are  con- 
cerned except  for  the  adverse  effect 
later  on  attendance.  The  Beards- 
town  levee  was  still  holding  out 
safely  yesterday  as  the  crest  of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Consent  Award  Winds  Up 
Newark  Clearance  Case 


A  consent  award  has  been  entered 
in  the  arbitration  complaint  filed  by 
the  Frances  Amusement  Corp.,  op- 
erating the  Plaza  Theater,  Newark, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


0DLUM  TO  TOP 
RKO'S  BOARD? 

Wall   St.    Hears   Patterson 
to   be   V ice-Chairman 


Floyd  Odium,  president  of  Atlas 
Corp.,  is  slated  for  election  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  RKO  Corp.  when 
the  directorate  reorganizes  following 
the  annual  stockholders  meeting  in 
Dover,  Del.,  next  week,  it  was  re- 
ported in  financial  circles  yesterday. 

Odium,  in  that  event,  will  replace 
Col.  Richard  C.  Patterson,  Jr.,  who, 
it  is  understood,  will  be  designated 
vice-chairman,  a  new  post. 

It  is  anticipated  in  Wall  St.  that 
the  stockholders  will  authorize  a 
numerical  change  in  the  board,  and 
that    RCA's    representation    will    be 

(  Continued  on  Page  6) 


Selective  Service 
Ponders  Film  Case 


New  Haven — The  four  New  Haven 
film  men  who  had  been'  ordered  to 
quit  their  jobs  for  "essential"  work 
have  now  been  instructed  to  remain 
in  their  present  posts  pending  a  rul- 
ing on  their  cases. 

The  instructions  came -from  David 
E.  Fitzgerald,  Jr.,  chairman  of  Draft 
Board  9B,  in  a  letter  to  Maxwell  A. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Year's  Taxes  Up  $35,000,000 

More  Than  Double  Increase  in  Companies'  Net 


Arraign  Capone  Mobsters 
In  New  York  City  June  8 

Chicago — Through  an  agreement 
by  attorneys,  the  six  Capone  mob- 
sters indicted  on  a  racketeering 
charge  by  a  Federal  grand  jury  in 
New  York  are  going  to  that  city  for 
arraignment  on  June  8,  although 
actual  trial  of  the  case  has  been  post- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


With  an  increase  of  $31,000,000  in 
tax  provisions,  net  profits  of  seven 
motion  picture  companies  advanced 
$15,000,000  in  the  financial  years 
ended  in  1942  when  compared  with 
similar  1941  periods,  a  checkup  by 
Wall  St.  sources  reveals.  Further, 
a  survey  of  the  most  recent  interim 
estimates,  issued  as  of  late  1942  and 
early  1943,  shows  that  the  companies' 
earnings,  after  tax  provisions,  in- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Top  Coin  for  16,  or  Two 
In  Each  of  Eight  Blocks 
Of  Five;  Four  War  Pix  Set 


RKO    plans    to    produce    approxi- 
mately 40  pictures  during  the  next 
12   months,    Charles    Koerner,   vice- 
p;  r  e  s  i  d  e  n  t    in 
charge  of  produc- 
t  i  o  n,   announced 
yesterday.    While 
40    pictures    are 
on    the    schedule, 
it  does  not  mean 
necessarily      that 
40     will     be     re- 
leased  as    some 
m  a  y    be    carried 
over  into  the  fol- 
lowing season  or( 
held  back  to  cre- 
a  t  e     a     backlog, 
Koerner  said. 

There    will    be ' 
sixteen    top    bud-    CHARLES  KOERNER 
get    productions, 
or  two  in  each  of  the  eight  blocks  of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Greatest  Gross  Year 
For  Col —Montague 

Columbia  has  just  completed  its 
greatest  year  in  dollars  grossed,  as 
well  as  its  greatest  year  in  the  num- 
ber of  accounts  served  and  in  the 
number  of  pictures  sold  per  each 
account,  A.  Montague,  general  sales 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Minority  Holders  Oppose 
Universal  Merger  Plan 

Minority  stockholders  opposed  the 
proposed  plan  to  merge  Universal 
Pictures  Co.  and  Universal  Corp. 
yesterday  before  New  York  Supreme 
Court  Justice  William  T.  Collins 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


No  FD  on  Monday 

With  Memorial  Day's  observance 
this  year  scheduled  for  Monday,  no 
edition  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  will  be 
published   on   the  31st. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Wednesday,  May  26) 


NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 16%     I61/2     16%      

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2'/2%>  173/8     17         17       —     Vs 

Columbia    Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.     Ind. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    17'/2     17'/2     17'/2      

East.    Kodak     168       166y2   168       +  2V2 

do  pfd 

Gen.     Prec.     Eq 23  y2     22%     23 '/2   +     % 

Loew's,    Inc 59y4     58  Vi     59y4   +     % 

Paramount    27         26%     27        +      % 

RKO     8%       8%       8%    +      1/g 

RKO     $6      pfd 91l/2     91  91        —     Vz 

20th    Century-Fox     ..    21  Vg     20%     20%—     Vs 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  30%     30%     30%    +      % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros.     . .  .• 15     1434      14%    +      % 

do      pfd 80%     80         80  Vi   +     % 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.    B'way   3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102%   102%   102%      

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 3  2%       2%  —     % 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%        15/g        1 34   _(-      l/8 

Sonotone  Corp 4  4  4 

Technicolor     13%      13>/4     13%      

Trans-Lux 31/2       3%       3%      

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal   Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 73         75% 


First  Pictures  of  Attu 
Action  in  Mon.  Newsreels 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington— The  first  pictures  of 
the  action  on  Attu  island,  in  the 
Aleutians,  were  released  yesterday 
by  the  Navy.  About  6,200  feet  went 
out  to  the  newsreels  covering  the 
initial  landing,  establishment  of  the 
beachhead,   and   other  early  phases. 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mount  is  a  power  in  DuMont — it  is  not 
without  significance  that  RCA  "broke"  its 
own  similar  campaign  in  the  New  York 
dailies  yesterday.  .  .  .  Make  no  mistake 
about  it — television  will  be  a  major  post- 
war industry  and  man,  oh  man,  will  there 
be  a  battle  for  dominance  in  the  field! 

o 

kyJEMO.  for  Philly  readers:  Don't  credit 
'"'  those  reports  that  the  D  of  J  proposes 
to  intervene  in  any  way  in  the  pending 
Goldman  anti-trust  suit  against  S-W,  et 
al.  .  .  .  From  the  Government's  view- 
point, it's  strictly  Goldman's  quarrel.  .  .  . 
And  that's  all  on  the  scratch-pad  at  this 
time. 


Jacob  Wilk  Appointed 
On  War  Book  Council 


Jacob  Wilk,  Eastern  production 
manager  for  Warners,  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  Council  on  Books  in  Wartime, 
which  is  utilizing  the  screen  to  ac- 
quaint the  public  with  books  and  au- 
thors regarded  as  helpful  to  the  war 
effort.  Members  of  the  committee 
also  include  Allan  C.  Collins  of  Cur- 
tis Brown,  Ltd.;  Arthur  Wang,  of 
Knopf,  and  Robert  Coles,  American 
Booksellers. 

Council  already  has  arranged  for 
distribution  of  a  series  of  six  shorts 
throughout  newsreel  theaters  of  the 
country  and  plans  to  extend  its  ac- 
tivities under  the  guidance  of  Wilk. 


1932  and  1939  Para.  Pix 
Pushed  in  Chi.  Territory 


Chicago — With  a  wave  of  re-is- 
sues and  revivals  freely  forecast  in 
trade  quarters,  local  Paramount  ex- 
change is  pushing  "Beau  Geste" 
(1939)  and  "Shanghai  Express" 
(1932)  here.  Understood  that  the 
company  is  studying  the  results'  of 
the  Windy  City  experiment  as  a 
guide  to  general  policy. 


Para,  home  office  yesterday  said 
that  the  Chicago  move  was  "strictly 
local." 


Nathanson's  Condition 
Reported  as  "Grave" 


Toronto — Condition  of  N.  L.  Na- 
thanson  at  home  here  is  understood 
to  be  grave  and  some  doubt  is  held 
for  recovery  with  immediate  rela- 
tives deeply  concerned  over  develop- 
ments which  are  understood  to  be 
turning  for  the  worse.  The  family 
includes  his  wife,  son  and  daughter, 
whose  engagement  was  only  recent- 
ly announced,  and  his  brother,  Henry 
L.  Nathanson,  managing  director  of 
Regal    Films,    Ltd. 


PRC  Shifts  Convention  Dates 

Dates  of  the  national  convention 
of  PRC  franchise  holders  at  the 
President  Hotel,  Kansas  City,  will 
be  June  18-20  instead  of  19-21  as 
previously  announced. 


Canadian  Theater  Receipts 
For  1942  Up  12.9  P.C. 


Ottawa  —  Shortly  after  announc- 
ing 1941  theater  statistics,  Domin- 
ion authorities  have  issued  1942  fig- 
ures showing  increase  of  12.9  per 
cent  net  receipts  in  1243  theaters, 
and  10.4  per  cent  increase  in  total 
admissions  over  the  previous  year. 
Totals  are:  receipts,  $46,930,278,  and 
admissions   179,611,306. 

Federal  and  Provincial  amuse- 
ment taxes  additional  to  theater 
grosses  totalled  $10,256,502  making 
$57,186,780  which  the  public  paid  for 
screen  fare  in  12  months. 

All  Provinces  share  in  the  in- 
creases both  in  receipts  and  patron- 
age with  all  totals  scoring  new  rec- 
ord business  marks.  Nova  Scotia 
with  net  receipts  at  $3,030,936  had 
the  highest  increase  at  38  per  cent 
and  admissions  up  23  per  cent. 

Receipts  of  Ontario  theaters  were 
over  $20,000,000,  a  seven  per  cent 
rise,  and  79,000,000  patrons  gave  this 
province  a  nine  per  cent  increase, 
Ontario  having  407  theaters.  Quebec 
theaters  stood  next,  British  Colum- 
bia third  in  provincial  totals. 


Pontiac  Exhibs.  Seeking 
Reduction  of  Clearance 


Because  clearance  schedules  pre- 
vent the  Huron  Theater,  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  from  getting  product  until 
four  months  after  first-run,  Ketzler 
&  Bouford,  operators  of  the  house, 
have  filed  a  demand  for  arbitration 
in  the  Detroit  tribunal.  Complain- 
ants ask  that  the  clearance  between 
first  and  second-run  be  fixed  at  21 
days,  between  second  and  third-run 
at  seven  days  and  not  more  than 
three  days  after  third-run,  and  that 
the  over-all  clearance  over  the  Huron 
should  not  be  more  than  31  days. 


Writ  Decision  Reserved 

Justice  William  R.  Wilson  yester- 
day reserved  decision  in  Brooklyn 
Supreme  Court  on  motions  for  a 
temporary  injunction  to  halt  any 
steps  to  dissolve  Empire  State  Mo- 
tion Picture  Operators  Union  and  to 
transfer  the  case  to  New  York  Coun- 
ty Supreme  Court.  The  injunction 
will  be  continued  in  the  meantime. 
The  restraining  order  was  granted 
to  Century  in  a  move  to  prevent  a 
consolidation  of  Empire  with  the 
IATSE's    Local    306. 


Warner  Sued  Over  Play  Title 

Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  was 
named  a  defendant  by  Allen  Boretz 
in  Federal  Court  yesterday  in  a 
$25,000  damage  action  charging  in- 
fringement of  a  title.  Boretz,  au- 
thor of  a  play  called  "The  Hard 
Way,"  alleges  the  company  used  the 
title  in  a  film  released  last  year. 


comma  and  come 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  JOSEPH 
SCHENCK,  OSCAR  A.  DOOB,  LOUIS  8.  MAY 
HOWARD  STRICKLING  and  DAVID  BURNST 
left  Chicago  last  night  for  New  York. 

B.  P.  SCHULBERG  is  en  route  from  the  Cc 
to   New   York  to  join   the  OWI   overseas  bran 

NELSON  ROCKEFELLER  has  arrived  in  Hoi 
wood   from   Mexico  City. 

JACK    L.    WARNER    left    New    York    for 
Coast   last  night.  c- 

MARY  DOWELL,  showgirl-writer  recently  \Tl 
by   Warners,    left   last   night   for   the   Coasi.- 

HARRY  COLDBERC,  director  of  advertisl 
and  publicity  for  Warner  Theaters,  is  in  Buffi 
today  for  a   meeting. 

SID  SFEIGEL  of  Essaness  circuit  has  return 
to   Chicago   from  a   New  York  business  trip.    J 

DR.   FRANK  C.   LAUBACH,   literary  expert  J 
Congregational    missionary    educator,    has   arri'i 
on   the   Coast  from   Boston   to   help  Walt   Disi 
in    the   production   of  films   to  each   illiterates 
Latin  America. 

MARTIN  JUROW,  head  of  Warners'  tal 
bureau  in  the  East,  returned  yesterday  from  B 
ton. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALl 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 
Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER1 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    c    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seati    Reserved.    Circle    6-4601 


*»W  >  1" 


.     «»■         ■-,«»      /  The  HARTMANS 

;    FUCK*/  JKSa 

TECHNICOLOR   /      The  MERRY  MACS 


A    20lh  CENTURY 
\*    i        FOX  PICTURE 

■nil 


WAYl 


B'WAY  &  I 
47th  St. 


JOHN  STEINBECK'S 
"THE  MOON  IS  DOWN" 

and 

"COWBOY  IN  MANHATTAN" 

ROBERT  PAIGE.   FRANCES  LANGFORD 


oew,  STATE 


On  Screen 

"HANGMEN 
ALSO  DIE" 

Starring 
BRIAN     DONLEVY 


T 


In  Person 

RAY 

HEATHERTON 

and 

Orchestra 

EXTRA! 

UNA  MERKEL 


THE  REAL  THING' 

Lt  Mary  Q.  l0Ur    n 

Berna^is,  Maw  \7 
'It  L  >  fuvy  rslurse 

'The  m«  x  ^Wc" 

~C°l°^ManueUtoTSer" 

let0'  Bataan  hero 


{Have  you  booked  "Prelude  To  War"?) 
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RKO  To  Make  40  Pixr 

May  Hold  Back  Some 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

five,  Koerner  explained.  So  far,  only 
four  war  pictures  are  on  the  sched- 
ule. Koerner  said  that  it  was  not 
the  intent  of  the  studio  to  hold  back 
on  war  themes  or  to  make  a  large 
number  of  them  merely  because  there 
was  a  war  going  on,  but  that  if  the 
right  type  of  story  was  available,  it 
would  be  made.  First  of  the  war 
theme  productions  will  be  "Marine 
Raiders"  which  will  go  before  the 
cameras  about  Sept.  1. 

Six  musicals  are  slated  for  the 
new  season.  Two  of  the  new  sea- 
son pictures  will  be  in  Technicolor. 
All  pictures  announced  for  tha  1942- 
43  season  have  been  completed  arid 
four  already  have  been  made  for  the 
1943-44  lineup. 

Koerner  said  that  "Bombardier" 
was  rolling  up  "terrific"  an9  -unpre- 
cedented grosses  in  the  Southwest. 
Picture  did  $5,700  in  its  first  week 
in  San  Antonio  and  $2,200  in  Austin, 
unusual   figures  for  those  towns. 

Koerner  returns  to  the  C>oast  to- 
morrow. 


Film  Carriers  Not 
Hit  by  0DT  Order 


Washington-  Bureau    of  THE   FILM   pAILY 

Washington  —  Film  carriers  are 
not  affected  by  any  of  the  recent 
ODT  orders  brought  on  by  the  cur- 
rent gasoline  crisis  on  .a  the  East 
Coast,  with  the  exception  of  the 
initial  cut  in  gasoline  rations.  Along 
with  all  other  commercial  earners, 
i  the  common  carriers  carrying  film 
I  on  contract  will  be  forced  to  op- 
erate on  their  current  "T"  books 
through  July  25,  rather  than  June 
30. 

It  is  imperative  that  carriers  do 
their  utmost  to  save  gasoline,  since 
'  the  situation  is  so  critical  that  it  is 
unlikely  that  additional  fuel  will  be 
allowed  carriers  prior  to*  July  25 
if  they  should  exhaust  their  cur- 
rent coupon  book  before  that  date. 


Spokane  House  to  Pike 

Spokane,  Wash. — James  A.  Pike, 
of  Portland,  has  taken  over  the  Rex 
here  from  recent  owners  R.  J.  and 
Allen  Zell. 


M.   H.   Hoffman,  Jr.         Joseph   von   Sternberg 
E.   Lloyd  Sheldon 


Mars  and  Divots: 

•  •  •  WHILE  Jupiter  Pluvius  pattered  down  yes'day,  local  Film 
Row  lads  re-lived  and  re-hashed  sun-spangled  Tuesday's  rollicking  RKO 

Golf   Tournament  up   at   the   Westchester   Biltmore Attendance   was 

clocked  at  around  300,  with  by  tar  the  greater  percentage  indulging  in 

the  ancient  Scottish  game Remainder  was  made  up  of  gents  who 

hied  up  from  their  offices  to  attend  the  evening  banquet,  and  a  coterie 
which   socialized   at   card   tables   in   locker   room,    cafe,   and   out   on   the 

breeze-swept    veranda It    was    a    superbly   successful   tourney,    the 

exigencies    of    war   notwithstanding There    were    many   prizes    for 

:  winners, — but  the  real  winner  was  Uncle  Sam Instead  of  the  usual 

awards  of  peacetime,  such  as  cups  and  trophies.  War  Bonds  and  Stamps 

were   the   fruits   of   victory   on   the   links High   deference   was   paid 

to  the  ODT,  for  the  parking  lot  was  as  bereft  of  automobiles  as  the 
much-publicized   pate    of    Edgar    Bergen    is    of   hair 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THE  wholesome  relaxation  luhich  the  event  provided  was 
another  contribution  to  the  war  effort,  for  many  an  exec,  who  hied  to 
the    Westchester  Biltmore    hadn't   had    any    recreation    or   out-of-door 

exercise   in   a  proverbial  dog's   age But   whatever  rust  prevailed 

in   joints   or  on   club-faces,   the    brand   of  golf   didn't  suffer For 

competition  of  the  generally  duffer  type,  some  slick  scores  were  turned 

in: Witness  those  gleaned  by  the  Messrs.  Ed  Sniderman,  H.  Walker, 

Lou  Miller,  Harry  Michalson,  Ed  Gaylord,  H.  J.  Moran,  Bill  White, 
Mitch  May,  et  al Abe    (Columbia)  Schneider  walked  away  with 

'  the  putting  contest,  and  Abe  Kronenberg  and  Dick   Gavin   were  su- 
preme  in   landing   near est-to -pin   honors .Much    of   the  foursome 

play  demonstrated  that,  by  and  large,  filmdom  hereabouts  has  its 
share  of  pasture-pool  proficiency 

▼  ,  ▼  T 

'•  •  •  LAUNCHING  the  annual  banquet  was  rendition  of  the  Na- 
tional Anthem Immediately  in  the   feast's  wake,   Ned  Depinet  took 

over   the   chore   of   toastmastering He    called   to    the   dais   mike   a 

number  of  speakers These  included  Sam  Rinzler, — the  Fred   Allen, 

Bob    Hope,    and    Jack    Benny,    of    the    exhibition    field Sam    wowed 

the  assemblage,  as  usual Charley  Koerner  told  of  his  Paul  Revere 

trek   to   the   tourney Bob  Wolff   and  Harry   Gittleson   were   publicly 

cited   for   their    excellenj    administration    of    the    event But   the    big 

ovation  of  the  evening  came  with  the  introduction  of  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
RKO  Corp.'s  prexy  and  board  chairman  of  RKO  Radio His  popu- 
larity has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  since  his  filmdom  advent,  and 
the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  his  remarks  at  the  banquet,  together  with 
his  manifested  appreciation  of  the  value  of  good-fellowship  in  industry 
ranks,  will  add  to  that  popularity 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ONE  of  the  noteworthy  aspects  of  the  banquet  festivities 
was  the  presence  of  a  big  delegation  of  trade  press  scribes,— eloquent 
testimony  of  the  regard  in  which   the  scriveners  hold  Barret  McCor- 

mick   and   his  promotional   cohorts The   size   of   the    trade   press 

delegation  can  be  attested  by  Joe  Heppner,  ace  nooze  cameraman, 
who  had  to  wait  for  the  better  part  of  a  half  hour  while  RKO  staff 

gents   rounded    up    the   scriveners   for   a   picture There    zuas    no 

tournament  prize  given  for  stoicism,  but  had  there  been  it  would  have 

gone   to  Producer  Eddie    Golden About   all   300   at    the   tourney 

barged  up  to  shake  the  good  right  milt  of  the  cinema  daddy  of 
"Hitler's   Children" 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Selective  Service 
Ponders  Film  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Alderman,  executive  secretary  of  Al- 
lied Theater  Owners  of  Connecticut. 
Fitzgerald  wrote  that  the  matter  had 
been  taken  up  with  both  the  state 
and  Federal  Selective  Service  boards 
where  a  legal  interpretation  of  the 
classification  of  the  men  is  expected** 
shortly.  \\i 

The  four  men  are  Jack  Post  of  the~" 
Fishman  circuit,  34  years  old  with 
a  wife  and  two  children;  Philip 
Gravitz,  M-G-M  booker,  30  years 
with  wife  and  two  children;  George 
Miller,  booker  for  the  Bailey  the- 
aters and  manager  of  the  Whalley, 
34  years  old,  with  a  wife  and  one 
child,  and  Samuel  Hadelman,  opera- 
tor of  the  Capitol  and  Colonial  The- 
aters, Bridgeport,  33  years  old.  with 
a  wife  and  one  child. 


Odium  to  Head 
RKO  Corp.  Board! 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reduced  to  one.  RCA,  which  has 
disposed  of  its  RKO  stock  holdings, 
has  had  two  men  on  the  board.  Re- 
tirement of  Frank  Zinn  of  RCA  is 
anticipated  by  the  Street. 

Atlas  Corp.,  which  sponsored  the 
RKO  reorg.  plan,  has  since  steadily 
increased  its  stock  interest  in  RKO, 
and  reports  have  been  current  at  in- 
tervals that  Odium  would  take  an 
active  interest  in  RKO's  direction. 


"Sons  and  Soldiers" 
Pix  Rights  to  Metro 

That  M-G-M  made  a  down  pay- 
ment of  $60,000  for  the  film  rights 
to  "Sons  and  Soldiers"  before  the 
Irwin  Shaw  play  opened  was  re- 
vealed on  Saturday  as  the  show 
closed  its  engagement  at  the  Morosco 
after  22  performances.  The  play 
was  backed  by  the  film  company. 


Mutual  Benefit  To 
Theater  and  Factory 

Building  of  b.o.  biz  and  workers' 
morale  are  both  served  via  inaugura- 
tion of  War  Plant  Nights  at  Brook- 
lyn's Fabian  Fox.  Once  each  month 
some  big  factory  in  the  local  terri- 
tory supplies  from  its  employes  the 
requisite  talent  for  an  amateur  stage 
show  to  augment  regular  pic  attrac- 
tion. Plant  itself  buys  blocks  of 
1,000  seats.  Such  recreational,  so- 
cial evenings  permit  workers  to  meet 
and  know  one  another,  and  encour- 
ages unity  and  teamwork  for  the 
war  effort.  General  Aircraft  was 
the  first  selected,  and  its  stage  show 
at  the  theater  was  aired  o'er  WMCA. 
Brooklyn  plant  of  Bendix  is  next  in 
line.  Joe  (Fabian)  Lee  hatched  the 
tie-up  idea. 
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Minn.  Indie  Unit 
To  Appeal  lo  Gov't 
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aay  by  Guttman,  he  said  distribu- 
tors have  made  it  clear  that  relief  is 
out  of  the  question  and  that  their 
attitude  leaves  no  alternative  other 
than  to  turn  outside  the  industry  for 
help. 


,^, 


Federal  intervention  seems  to  me  the  only 
il  solution."  Guttman  said.  Head  of 
-no  new  organization  of  independents  com- 
plained that  first-run  houses  are  being:  al- 
lowed too  much  clearance  in  this  territory, 
and  added  that  the  clearame  has  even  been 
extended  since  most  Minnesota  Amusement 
Company  houses  advanced  admission  prices 
five  cents  recently.  Independents  have  not 
followed  with  similar  box  office  raises  in 
many  c  I 

"All  of  our  efforts  to  obtain  relief  in  this 
situation  and  to  obtain  modification  of  sales 
9  now  in  use  have  been  unavailing'," 
Guttman  said.  "Certain  distributor  repre- 
sentatives have  even  made  it  clear  that  re- 
gardless of  consequences  suffered  by  inde- 
pendent  exhibitors,  they' have  no  intention 
of  alleviating  the  situation. 

"Solicitations  for  business  are  now  made 
only  sparingly  and  with  a  spirit  of  arrogance 
unmatched  by  any  other  industry.  Proposi- 
tions are  laid  down  with  a  take-it-or-leave- 
it  attitude.  The  Burden  of  independent 
operation  seems  to  have  reached  the  critical 
stage  and  we  aren't  goin^r  to  sit  back  and  let 
them  close  our  houses.  This  is  a  fight  in 
which  the  independents  need  outside  help 
for  the  industry  anil  Washington  is  the  only 
place  we  can  turn  to.  Our  organization  will 
send  a  delegation  down   there  very  shortly." 


Jury  Disagrees  in  Voice 
Action  Against  Disney 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Felix  C.  Benvenga  yesterday  opened 
a  sealed  verdict  which  was  returned 
by  a  jury  on  Tuesday  in  the  action 
of  Adriana  Caselotti  and  Harry 
Stockwell  againset  Walt  Disney  Pro- 
ductions, Ltd.,  and  RCA  Victor, 
charging  breach  of  a  contract  and 
seeking  damages  of  $200,000  and 
$100,000,  respectively.  The  court 
announced  that  the  jury  had  dis- 
agreed. The  case,  according  to  at- 
torneys for  the  plaintiffs,  will  be  re- 
tried early  in  June. 

Miss  Caselotti  was  the  voice  of 
Snow  White  and  Stockwell  that  of 
Prince  Charming  in  "Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs."  They 
charged  that  Disney  allowed  RCA 
Victor  to  make  recordings  of  the 
dialogue  and  songs  in  the  film. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Hedy  Lamarr  and 
John  Loder  have  applied  for  a  mar- 
miage  license  in  Santa  Monica  and 
will  be  married  as  soon  as  they  can 
obtain  leaves  from  their  studios. 


Des  Moines,  la. — Sergt.  Louie  E. 
Bulgarelli,  stationed  at  Camp  Dodge 
at  Des  Moines,  will  be  married  to 
Mary  Fini,  also  of  Des  Moines,  on 
June  6  at  St.  Anthony's  Church. 
Sergt.  Bulgarelli  was  a  booker  at 
the  Monogram  exchange  in  Des 
•  Moines   before  entering  the  service. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


JERRY    WEISS,     Paramount    booker,     Chicago. 

B.  K.  MacLAURY,  advertising-sales  promotion 
manager,  Bigelow-Sanford  Carpet  Co.,  Chi- 
cago. 

EDWARD  D.  COHEN,  20th-Fox  manager,  Panama. 

WALTER  MARSHALL,  Warners'  home  office  pub- 
licity   dept. 

JAMES  FRANCIS  CROW,  Universal  studio  pub- 
licity dept. 

JIM    KEEFE,     20th-Fox     publicity,    Cleveland. 

CHARLES  SPAETKA,  manager,  State  Theater, 
Lima,    O. 

PAUL  MONTAVON,  manager,  Columbia,  Ports- 
mouth  O. 

JAMES  J.  KELLY,  relief  manager,  RKO-Para- 
mount-Comerford    pool,    Rochester. 

JAY  HORTON,  manager,  Keith's,  Crand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

WARREN  WARDWELL,  manager,  Center  and 
Ionia   Theaters,    Ionia,    Mich. 

CHARLES  FLOHE,  assistant  manager,  Regent, 
Crand    Rapids,    Mich. 

FRANK  MILLER,  manager,  Mayfair  Theater, 
Dayton,  O. 

JAY  FRANK,  NORMAN  KASSEL,  20th-Fox  ex- 
ploitation   reps.,    Great    Lakes    district. 


Greatest  Gross  Year 
For  Col— Montague 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

manager  yesterday  told  delegates 
assembled  for  the  three-day  sales 
parley  at  the  Warwick  Hotel. 

Columbia  hit  an  all-time  peak  with 
650  more  contracts  on  its  books  than 
it  had  last  year,  and  is  now  serving 
a  major  part  of  its  lineup  to  11,430 
houses.  In  addition,  pre-convention 
selling  indicates  that  the  coming 
year  will  top  the  1942-43  record, 
Montague   asserted. 

Today's  morning  session  will  be  devoted  to 
a  man;-ci-'  meeting:  with  the  following:  at- 
tending1: .Mid  Eastern  Division  Manager  Sam 
Galanty  New  York  Division  Manager  Nat 
Colin  and  Branch  Manners:  Joe  Miller.  Al- 
bany; f.  fl.  Rog-ovin,  Boston:  Phil  Fox.  Buf- 
falo: Tim  O'Toole,  New  Haven:  Irving  Worm- 
ser  and  Sol  Trauner,  New  York:  Harry  Wein- 
ci'.  Philadelphia:  Allan  Moritz.  Cincin- 
nati: Lester  Zucker.  Cleveland:  A.  H.  Levy, 
Pittsburgh. 

This  will  be  followed  by  an  individual 
meeting  with  the  delegates  from  the  four  ex- 
changes under  Mid-Eastern  Division  Manager 
Sam  Galanty's  supervision:  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land,   Pittsburgh    and   Washington. 

The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  will  be 
taken  up  by  individual  meetings  with  Bos- 
ton Branch  Manager  Harry  Rogovin  and 
his   men. 

Tomorrow  there  will  be  individual  meet- 
ing's with  the  representatives  of  the  follow- 
ing1 ouVfs:  Buffalo.  Albany,  New  Haven. 
Philadelphia  and  New  York. 


Show  Ivens'  Canadian 
"Battle  Stations"  Tonight 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington  —  Joris  Ivens'  docu- 
mentary "Action  Stations"  made  for 
the  Canadian  Government,  will  be 
screened  tonight  at  the  Auditorium 
of  the  National  Archives  for  high 
naval  officials  of  several  nations  and 
motion  picture  industry  men.  The 
film  deals  with  the  Canadian  Navy, 
and  most  of  the  action  takes  place 
on  the  corvette  "Port  Arthur." 


Consent  Award  Winds  Up 
Newark  Clearance  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

against  the  five  consenting  compa- 
nies. Complainant  had  charged  that 
Paramount  gave  the  Central  The- 
ater, East  Orange,  21  days'  clearance 
over  the  Plaza;  RKO  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, 21  days  after  the  Tivoli 
and  30  days  after  the  Central;  War- 
ner Bros.,  30  days  after  the  Central 
and  seven  after  the  Ormont,  and 
Loew's,  21  days  after  the  Tivoli  and 
21  days  after  the  Central. 

Under  the  consent  award,  the 
Tivoli's  clearance  was  cut  to  14 
days  and  the  Central's  clearance  was 
reduced  to  seven  days.  Warner 
Bros,  hereafter  will  grant  no  clear- 
ance to  the  Ormont  over  the  Plaza. 


Maryland  Theater  Wins 
Seven-Day  Clearance  Cut 

Ruling  that  there  was  not  suf- 
ficient competition  between  the  El- 
licott  Theater,  Ellicott  City,  Md.,  and 
the  Alpha  Theater,  Cantonsville,  Md., 
an  arbitrator  has  reduced  the  14-day 
clearance  held  by  the  Alpha  over  the 
Ellicott  to  seven  days. 


Upstate  Clearance  Reduced 

The  30-day  clearance  granted  to 
the  Auburn,  Jefferson  and  Palace 
in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  over  the  Colonial 
Theater,  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  by  War- 
ner Bros,  has  been  reduced  to  21 
days  following  an  arbitration  hear- 
ing. Complaint  against  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, Paramount,  RKO  and 
Loew's   was  dismissed. 


Marchesi  Arbitration  Hearing 

Chicago — Jack  Shumow  of  War- 
ners, "Doc"  Bamford  of  M-G-M, 
Fred  Swanson,  Charles  Miller  and 
Frank  Goldsmith  of  the  Savanna  Cir- 
cuit were  witnesses  yesterday  in  the 
Marchesi  arbitration  case  hearing 
before  Attorney  McCaleb,  the  arbi- 
trator. A  decision  is  expected 
shortly. 


O'Donnell  Talks  Copper 
Salvage  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Bob  O'Donnell  in  his 
talk  at  the  Coronado  Hotel  at  noon 
yesterday  covered  much  the  same 
lines  as  in  his  Hotel  Astor  state- 
ments reported  in  Monday's  issue  of 
The  Film  Daily  except  for  a  refer- 
ence to  the  New  York  local  situa- 
tion. He  pointed  out,  however,  that 
1,250,000  pounds  of  copper  salvaged 
by  the  industry  to  date  was  raised 
with  only  14  per  cent  of  theaters  par- 
ticipating. 

Harry  Crawford,  manager  of  the 
Missouri  and  barker  for  Tent  Num- 
ber 4,  presided.  Mayor  William  B. 
Becker  gave  the  address  of  welcome. 


Volume  of  Fads 
On  Film  Industry 


The  25th  anniversary  edition  of 
the  Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures, 
published  by  the  Film  Daily,  news- 
paper of  filmdom,  has  been  issued, 
and  a  copy  is  now  available  for  ref- 
erence in  The  Progress-Bulletin 
newsroom. 

Containing  all  information  essen- 
tial to  the  film  industry  and  of  in- 
terest to  close  followers  of  motion 
pictures,  the  1012  page  volume  cov- 
ers data  on  the  various  studios, 
historical  highlights  of  the  industry, 
feature  release  credits,  directors' 
credits,  authors'  and  players'  credits, 
19,169  movie  titles  of  pictures  re- 
leased since  1915,  original  titles  of 
films  made  from  books  and  plays, 
art  directors,  music  composers,  lyr- 
icists and  supervisors,  casting  direc- 
tors, dance  directors,  company  per- 
sonnel, producers,  exchanges,  plays 
and  story  brokers,  various  associa- 
tions, labor  groups,  exhibitors,  fan 
and  trade  papers,  editors  and  com- 
mentators, censorship  regulations, 
theaters  in  the  U.  S.,  Alaska  and 
Canada,  circuits,  financial  histories, 
price  ranges,  dividends  and  earn- 
ings. 

Also  included  are  the  Academy 
awards  since  1927,  results  of  critics' 
forums,  National  Board  of  Review 
and  N.  Y.  Critic  Circle  selections 
for  1942,  and  the  Film  Daily's  10 
best  pictures  selected  each  year 
since  1921  by  the  nation's  movie 
critics. 

Facts  on  the  industry's  war  con- 
tributions include  the  following: 
number  of  persons  in  the  armed 
forces,  27,677;  theaters  pledged  to 
play  WAC-approved  war  shorts, 
16,463;  raised  for  army  and  navy 
emergency  relief,  $2,826,000;  raised 
for  USO,  $2,200,000;  war  bond  sales 
in  "Salute  to  Our  Heroes"  month, 
$838,540,000  (actual);  news  reel 
footage  devoted  to  war  effort,  78.3 
per  cent,  and  numerous  other  fig- 
ures. 

The  volume  may  be  perused  by  in- 
terested persons  daily  except  Satur- 
days between  the  hours  of  8  a.  m. 
and  3  p.  m.,  but  may  not  be  taken 
from  the  newsroom. 


Reprinted  from 

The    Progress-Bulletin, 
Pomona,  Calif. 

May  13,  1943 
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is  now  being  distributed 
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Theater  Flood  Crisis 
Apparently  Passed 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Illinois  River  flood  passed  there.  On 
the  Mississippi  River  the  only  crit- 
ical point  below  Cape  Girardeau  is 
expected  to  come  through  with  all 
theaters   undamaged. 

Several  theaters  that  have  closed 
because  of  the  flood  in  this  terri- 
tory are  expected  to  reopen  within 
a  week  to  10  days. 


Attempt  to  Deliver  Prints 
To  Joplin  by  Plane  Fails 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — With  highways 
flooded  and  impassable,  an  attempt 
to  deliver  films  by  plane  to  Joplin 
was  defeated  when  no  landing  field 
could  be  found.  The  films  were  flown 
back  to  Kansas  City  and  shipped  by 
train  via  Jefferson  City,  more  than 
doubling  the  normal  100  mile  dis- 
tance in  addition  to  slower  pace. 

Commonwealth  circuit  suffered  the 
closing  of  two  houses  at  Monette, 
Mo.— the  Strand  and  Gillioz.  The 
Ft.  Wood  theater  at  Waynesville, 
Mo.,  was  also  closed  while  the  flood 
was  at  its  crest.  Attendance  at  all 
Commonwealth  houses  in  the  flood 
area  has  been  severely  affected.  The 
towns  of  Baxter  Springs,  Kansas, 
and  Harrisonville  and  Clinton  in 
Missouri,  have  been  isolated  by  high 
waters  for  several  days. 


Mort   Nathanson   Moves 

Mort  Nathanson,  Eastern  public- 
ity and  advertising  rep.  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  has  moved  his  offices  to 
Suite  1906,  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  Circle 
6-3545.  All  other  Eastern  activities 
of  the  Goldwyn  organization  will 
continue  as  before  at  729  Seventh 
Ave. 


Slee  to  Chicago  for  M-G-M 

Warren  A.  Slee  has  been  trans- 
ferred by  M-G-M  to  Chicago  where 
he  will  handle  special  promotional 
activities.  He  has  been  exploita- 
tion representative  in  Detroit. 
Charles  Dietz  succeeds  Slee  in  De- 
troit and  Robert  W.  Huffman  suc- 
ceeds Dietz  in  Denver. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  * 

EDWARD    R.    O'DONNELL,    son   of    Ed   O'Donnell, 

manager    of    the    Marbro    Theater,    Chicago. 

HERB    LYON,    B    &    K    publicity   staff,    Chicago. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

CAPT.  THORNTON  FREELAND,  USA,  Signal 
Corps,    to    major. 

FRED  RAY,  USA,  formerly  Lakeside  Theater,  Chi- 
cago,   to    1st    lieutenant. 

JOHN  DOMBI,  USA,  formerly  operator  Brook- 
lawn  Theater,  Fairfield,  Conn.,  to  technical 
sergeant. 

CHARLES  MOSCOVITZ,  USA,  formerly  Warner 
publicity  staff,   to  master  sergeant. 

*  ARMY  * 

MAX    FACTOR,    Universal   exchange,   Chicago. 

*  WAVES  * 

MARY  SMITH  BANNISTER,  Marion  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 


Yearns  Taxes  Up  $35,000,000 

More  Than  Double  Increase  in  Companies'  Net 


{Continued 

creased  $4,072,020  when  compared 
with  1941-42  period  reports. 

Actual  comparative  totals  of  the 
annual  reports  show  net  profits,  be- 
fore tax  provisions,  for  Columbia, 
Loew's,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th-Fox, 
Universal  Pictures  and  Warners  of 
$94,675,319  in  the  year  ended  in 
1942,  compared  with  $48,165,004  in 
1941.  Tax  provisions  for  1942  totaled 
$44,936,851;  in  1941,  $13,708,457  and 
net  profits  in  1942  were  $49,738,468, 
compared  with  $34,456,547  in  1941. 

Interim  estimates  for  Columbia 
(26  weeks),  Loew's  (28  weeks),  20th- 
Fox  (13  weeks),  Universal  (13 
weeks)  and  Warners  (13  weeks) 
show   total   profits    before    taxes    of 
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$30,551,284  in  the  post  annual  report 
periods  ending  in  1942  and  1943, 
compared  with  $15,745,948  in  1941- 
42.  Tax  provisions  skyrocketed  to 
$18,814,171  compared  with  $5,949,- 
204  and  net  profits  totaled  $11,737,- 
113  compared  with  $9,796,644.  Para- 
mount estimated  its  first  1943  quart- 
er net  after  taxes  at  $3,560,000  com- 
pared with  $2,915,000  in  the  same 
1942  period  while  RKO  estimated  a 
net  after  taxes  of  $1,925,819  in  the 
initial  1943  period  compared  with 
$439,268  last  year.  Last  two  did  not 
reveal  tax  provisions.  Total  net  prof- 
its of  the  interim  reports  is  $17,- 
222,932  in  1942-43  compared  with 
$13,150,912  in  1941-42. 


ANNUAL,  REPORTS 


^—Profit  Before   Taxes—^ 
1942                   1941 

r Tax   Provision 

1948                   1941 

,            Net  ] 
1942 

'rofit 

1941 

Col.    (a) 

.$   2,755,276 

$       698,163 

$   1.143.617 

$       145,420 

$   1,611,659 

$       552,743 

Loew's   (b)    . 

.    19,065,118 

14,881,891 

6,932,512 

3,747,298 

12,132,606 

11,134,593 

Para 

.    29,254,858 

12,950,767 

16,129.422 

3,744,725 

13,125,436 

9,206,042 

RKO     

.       1,470,240 

1.005,294 

734,000 

466,602 

736,240 

538,692 

20th-Fox      .  . 

.    18,069.784 

7,197,088 

7,460,000 

2,275,162 

10,609,784 

4,921,926 

Univ.    (c)    .  . 

.      7,255,531 

4,396,499 

4,287,300 

1,723,250 

2,968,231 

2,673,249 

Warners  (b) 

.    16,804,512 

7,035,302 

8,250.000 

1,606,000 

8,554,512 

5,429,302 

Totals      .  . 

.$94,675,319 

$48,165,004 

$44,936,851 

$13,708,457 

$49,738,468 

$34,456,547 

(a)  Year  ended  in  June;   (b)  Year  ended  in  August;   (e)  Year  ended  in  October. 
LAST    INTERIM    ESTIMATES 


, — Profit   Before  Taxes — 
1942-43            1941-42 

Tax  Provision 

1942-43            1941-42 

,            Net  Profit            N 
1942-43            1941-42 

Col.    (a) 

.$   2,350,000 

$   1,514,000 

$ 

1.600,000 

$       777,000 

$       750.000 

$       737,000 

Loew's  (b) 

.    15,238,999 

8.142,371 

8,862,771 

2,849,830 

6.376,228 

5,292,541 

Para,    (c)    . 

(d) 

(d) 

(d) 

(d) 

3,560,000 

2,915,000 

RKO   (c)    .  . 

(d) 

(d) 

(d) 

(d) 

1,925,819 

439,268 

20th-Fox   (e 

.      4,636,739 

1,491,561 

2,885,000 

650,000 

1,751,739 

841,561 

Univ.    (c)     . 

.      2,152,163 

1,518,315 

1,016,400 

672,374 

1,135,763 

845,941 

Warners     (c 

.       6,173,383 

3.079,601 

4,450.000 

1,000,000 

1,723,383 

2,079,601 

Totals      . 

.$30,551,284 
seks;    (b)    28 

$15,745,948   $18,814,171 
weeks;    (c)    13  weeks;    (d) 

$   5,949.204 
data  not   a\ 

$17,222,932 
■ailable. 

$13,150,912 

(a)    26   w 

Charter  Trolley  for  Albany 
Tradeshow  of  "Canteen" 


Albany,  N.  Y. — Showmanship  over- 
comes man-made  bans,  such  as  pleas- 
ure-driving This  was  illustrated 
here  when  a  chartered  trolley  yes- 
terday brought  a  flock  of  exhibs.  to 
and  from  tradeshowing  of  UA's 
"Stage  Door  Canteen,"  held  at  the 
Delaware  Theater. 

For  the  first  time,  local  newspa- 
pers gave  space  to  a  tradeshowing. 
A  cocktail  party  at  De  Witt  Clinton 
Hotel  attracted  a  flock  of  exhibs. 
subsequent  to  the  tradeshowing. 


Tunisian  Campaign 
Film  Coming  from  Army 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — The  picture  on  the 
Tunisian  campaign  being  readied  for 
public  showing  by  Cols.  Frank  Capra 
and  William  Keighley — an  undertak- 
ing involving  both  the  Army  Pic- 
torial Service  and  the  Air  Force  as 
well  as  several  other  Army  bureaus 
—  will  run  to  about  four  or  five 
reels,  it  is  believed.  This  film  is  still 
several  weeks  away  from  completion. 
It  will  be  all  in  black  and  white,  and 
will  contain  no  footage  not  prev- 
iously made  available  to  the  news- 
reels. 


Arraign  Capone  Mobsters 
In  New  York  City  June  8 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

poned    to    sometime    in    early    Sept. 

The  six  men  indicted  are  Ralph 
Pierce,  Philip  DAndrea,  Paul  Ricca 
(known  as  The  Waiter),  Louis  Cam- 
pagna  (known  as  Little  New  York), 
Charles  Goe  and  Frank  Maritote  who 
is  also  known  as  Frank  Diamond. 

The  indictment  against  the  mob- 
sters alleges  that  they  were  im- 
plicated with  George  E.  Browne, 
former  president  of  the  IATSE,  and 
his  henchman,  Willie  Bioff,  in  ex- 
torting $1,000,000  from  the  motion 
picture  industry  to  prevent  a  union 
strike  at  the  studios.  The  six  are 
also  alleged  to  have  obtained  money 
from  members  of  the  union. 

Defense  attorney,  A.  Bradley  Eben, 
said  the  agreement  upon  extradi- 
tion was  a  victory  for  the  defense. 


Twenty-Fox  Outing  On  June  30 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  Home  Of- 
fice Family  Club  will  hold  an  outing 
at  Bear  Mountain  Park  on  June  30. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  by  a 
committee  consisting  of  William  C. 
Gehring,  Lew  Lehr  and  Norma  Stein- 
berg. Abe  Goodman,  Dan  Smolen, 
Elsie  Boland.  Collins  and  Christy 
Wilbert  make  up  the  ticket  com- 
mittee. 


hcllywccd 

DIGEST 


SIGNED 

JAMES   HOCAN,   producer-director,   termer,    Uni- 
versal. 
LEON  CORDON,  producer,  'M-G-M. 
EMMET  LAVERY,  seven-year  producer-writer  deal, 


RKO. 


ASSIGNMENTS 


Skv." 

£n 


EDWARD     DMYTRYK,     director,     "China     Sky, 
RKO. 

WILLIAM    SEITER,    director,    "Ten    Percent 
man,"   Columbia. 

SAM  NEWFIELD,  "Danger— Women  at  Work," 
Jack   Schwarz-iPRC. 

GEORGE  SHERMAN,  producer-director,  "My- 
stery Broadcast"  and  "Silent  Partner,"  Re- 
public. 

WILLIAM  NIGH,  director,  "The  Man  from  Wash- 
ington,"   Alexander   Stern-PRC. 

CHRISTY  CABANNE,  director,  "Cround  Crew," 
Monogram. 

KURT  NEUMANN,  director,  "I  Was  a  Criminal,"  | 
Monogram. 

ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD,  director,  "Quo  Vadis," 
■M-C-M. 

IRVING  CUMMINCS,  "Pin-Up  Girl,"  20th-Fox. 

LELIE   GOODWINS,    producer,    "Adventures   of   ai 
Rookie,"    RKO. 

LEON     GORDON,     producer,     "Without     Love,"  : 
"Mrs.   Parkington"   and   "Remember  When," 
•      M-G-M. 

MARK  HELLINGER,  producer,  "The  Horn  Blows 
at  Midnight,"   Warners. 

STANLEY  CORTEZ,  cameraman,  "Since  You  Went 
Away,"  Vanguard. 

CASTINGS 

RALPH    FORBES,    "Frenchman's    Creek,"    Para-, 
mount;    ALBERT    DEKKER,    "The    Story    of    Dr.! 
Wassel,"     Paramount;     JEAN     CABIN,     "Glory"  I 
(temporary    title).     Universal;    MEI    LING    FOO 
and      MIKE     MAZURKA,     '-Behind     the     Rising 
Sun,"    RKO;   JOAN    MORTIMER,    "Henry  Aldrich 
Rocks   the   Cradle,"   Paramount;   EVELYN   KEYES, 
EDMUND   LOWE,   ALLYN    JOSLYN,   JOHN    HUB- 
BARD and  ANN   SAVAGE,   "Restless  Lady,"   Co- 
lumbia. 

Minority  Holders  Oppose 
Universal  Merger  Plan 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

when  hearings  were  resumed  on  the 
fairness  of  the  proposal.  The  pro- 
posed merger  also  contemplates  the 
settlement  of  a  minority  stockhold- 
ers' action  against  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co. 

The  objections  centered  around  the 
proposed  issue  of  three  shares  ofi 
Universal  Corp.  common  stock  for 
each  share  of  Universal  Pictures  Co. 
common.  It  was  pointed  out  that* 
457,000  warrants  were  presently  out- 
standing and  that,  if  the  merger  were 
consummated,  up  to  2,000,000  might  i 
be  issued,  upsetting  the  basis  for 
the  proposed  three-for-one  ratio. 
,  Other  stockholders  took  the  posi- 
tion that  the  three-for-one  ratio  was  i 
based  on  the  presently  outstanding 
525,000  shares  of  common,  without 
taking  into  consideration  that  ap- 
proximately 1,000,000  would  be  out-  j 
standing  if  the  457,000  warrant  hold- 
ers exercised  their  option  to  pur- 
chase additional  shares. 

Under  the  proposed  plan  Universal 
Corp.  is  to  acquire  the  business  and 
assets  and  assume  the  liabilities  of 
Universal  Pictures  Co.,  with  the 
name  of  the  merged  organization 
becoming  Universal  Pictures  Co., 
Inc. 

The  hearing  will  be  continued  to- 
day with  the  court  allowing  Joseph 
Nemerov,  attorney  for  more  than 
5,000  minority  shareholders,  to  speak 
in  opposition  to  the  proposal. 


DAN 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


Crescent  Enters  Two  Motions  to  AmeWd^  fjfgcree 
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(J.  S.  SURVEYING  FOREIGN  FUN  MARKETS 

N.L.  NathansonDies;  Funeral  in  Toronto  Sunday 


General  Theaters  Corp. 
'resident  and  Former  Head 
Dl  FPC  Had  Long  Been  111 


Toronto — The  film  industry  lost  a 

Soughty  fighter  and  a  colorful  leader 
i  the  death  of  Nathan  Louis  Na- 
thanson  in  his 
57th  year  at  the 
family  residence, 
15  3  Lyndhurst 
Avenue,  follow- 
ing an  operation 
and  illness  of 
more  than  seven 
months  during 
which  he  spnet 
the  Winter  in 
Florida  in  search 
of  strength. 

Arrangements 
have  been  com- 
pleted   for    the 
funeral    at    Holy 
Blossom    Synagogue    Sunday    at    2 
p.m.,  with   interment  in   the  family 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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NATHANSON 


—WASHINGTON 
|    OOK  as  if  the  Army  might  be  intending 
I  ta  to  make  good  on  Drew  Pearson's  threat 
of   a    few    weeks    ago    that    it    would    take 
1  over  25   per   cent   of   the    playing    time    on 
i  all  screens.  .  .  .  Aside  from  "At  the  Front" 
!  and    "Prelude    to    War,"    already    released, 
j  eight  other   pix   of   the    very   difficult    four- 
to-six  reel  length  will  probably  be  "offered" 
the    industry.   .    .    .   These    include    the    six 
I  in   the   Capra   "Why    We    Fight"   series,   of 
which  "Prelude  to  War"   is  the  first,  Capt. 
John   Huston's    16  mm.   Technicolor   job   on 
the  Aleutians  and  the  picture  on  the  Tuni- 
'  sian   campaign    now   be  ng   readied   by   Cols. 
Frank    Capra    and    William    Keighley.    .    .    . 
Unless  OWI  steps  in,  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  no  stopping  General  Surles  now  that 
he  has  found  he  can  get  his  pix  into  theaters. 


State  Dept.  Handling  Extensive  Research  for  Com- 
merce Dept.;  Expected  to  be  of  Great  Importance  in 
Planning  Position  of  U.  S.  Pix  in  the  Post- War  Era 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — Indication  that  the  Government  is  alert  to  the 
post-war  film  problem  is  seen  in  word  that  a  comprehensive 
market  survey  is  being  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce under  an  arrangement  with 
the  State  Department.  Survey,  con- 
sisting of  a  questionnaire  with  six 
main  sections  and  provision  for  con- 
siderable detail,  is  expected  to  be 
of  tremendous  importance  in  plan- 
ning the  position  of  U.  S.  films  in 
foi-eign  markets  following  the  war. 
Under  an  arrgngement  made  by 
Nathan  D.  Golden,  Commerce  mo- 
tion    picture     specialist,     the     State 

(Continued  on   Page  12) 


Col.  Will  Hold  Down 
War  Pix  for  1943-44 


Smith  Heads  WPB's 
Amusement  Section 


R 


OBERT   L.   WRIGHT,   who   handles  con- 
sent   decree    matters    for    the    Depart- 

(  Ci  "tinned  on   Page  2  I 


Washington    Bin  can    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 
Washington — Allen  G.  Smith,  who 
.   has    served    as    acting    chief    of    the 
"WPB  amusements  section  since  the 
departure    of    Christopher    J.    Dun- 
;  phy  in  Mach.  has  been  named  chief 
;   of  the  section.    The  amusement  sec- 
tion   is    part    of    the    WPB    service 
equipment    division. 

Smith,  who  has  been  in  the   the- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Crescent  in  2  Moves 
To  Modify  Decree 


Nashville — Intention  of  the  defen- 
dant exhibitors  in  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  case  to  continue  the 
fight  was  revealed  yesterday  when 
two  motions  to  amend  the  original 
findings  of  facts  and  a  petition  for 
modification    of    the    decree    entered 

<  Continued  on  Page  6) 


Columbia's  upcoming  1943-44  line- 
up will  include  not  more  than  four 
or  five  war  pictures,  and  currently 
two  of  these  are  in  question,  it  was 
stated  yesterday  by  A.  Montague, 
company's  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager,  during  the  luncheon 
recess  at  the  local  regional  conclave 
which  terminates  today  in  the  Ho- 
tel  Warwick. 

Montague   added    that  his   c  gani- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Decision  Reserved 
In  "U"  Merger  Plan 


Dearth  of  "Flesh" 
Brings  Films  Only 

Pittsburgh — Commencing  June  4, 
Warners'  Stanley  here  will  revert  to 
a  straight  picture  policy  for  four 
consecutive  weeks,  due  to  the  dif- 
ficulty in  securing  stage  shows  and 
"name"  orchestras.  If  the  picture 
pol'cy  proves  successful,  it  may  be 
continued  indefinitely.  For  the  past 
several  years,  the  Stanley  has  been 
the  only  movie  house  having  stage 
showV 


Justice  William  T.  Collins  yester- 
day reseived  decision  on  the  pro- 
posed plan  to  merge  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.  and  Universal  Corp.  as 
hearings  ended  in  New  York  Supreme 
Court.  Objections  to  the  plan  at  the 
final  hearing  continued  to  center 
around  the  proposed  issue  of  three 
shares    of   Universal    Co:  p.    common 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Delivery  Cut  Ruling  Sought 

N.Y.  Trade  Group  Meets  With  WPB's  Elliott 


'Union  Pacific"  and 
'Souls  at  Sea"  Again 


Paramount  will  re-issue  two  of  its 
most  successful  pictures  this  Sum- 
mer. They  are  Cecil  B.  DeMille's 
"Union  Pacific"  (1939)  and  "Souls 
at  Sea,"  (1937)  Neil  Agnew  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Both  pictures 
will  be  re-issued  with  new  press 
books,  traile:  s  and  a  complete  line  of 
new  advertising  accessories. 


Meeting,  arranged  by  Francis  S. 
Harmon,  executive  vice-chairman  of 
the  industry's  War  Activities  Com 
mittee,  and  Lowell  Mellett,  chief  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Section  of  the 
OWI,  in  order  to  obtain  a  ruling  for 
the  contract  film  carriers  of  the  New 
York  area  who  are  affected  by  the  40 
per  cent  cut  on  deliveries,  instituted 
by  the  Government  in  order  to  save 
vitally  needed  gasoline,  will  be  held 
in  Washington  this  afternoon  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


To  Speed  Showing  Pix 
In  Enemy-Held  Lands 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — "We  intend  to  make 
every  effort  to  get  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  distribution  established  as 
soon  as  possible"  for  the  handling 
of  motion  pictures  for  showing  in 
enemy-held  lands  as  they  are  recon- 
quered, Robeit  E.  Sherwood,  director 
of  the  OWI  Overseas  Branch,  de- 
clared yesterday.  The  first  job,  said 
Sherwood,   is   to  get,  American   pic- 

(Continned  on  Page  6) 


Warner  Recapitalization 
Closer  to  Realization? 

The  Warner  Bros,  recapitalization 
plan,  long  hanging  fire,  was  seen 
closer  to  realization  yesterday  on 
the  basis  of  persistent  Wall  St.  re- 
ports that  the  proposal  had  reached 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Warners  Talks  Deal 
for  Kayton  Houses? 

Pittsburgh — The  Warner  Circuit 
is  reported  dickering  for  the  Or- 
pheum  and  Park  Theaters  in  Frank- 
lin, now  operated  by  the  Kayton 
Amusement  Co.  Latter  also  has  the- 
aters  in   Weston,  W.  Va. 
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Martin  Quigley,  Jr.,  Joins 
MPPDA  As  Allport  Aide 


Dublin  (By  Air  Mail) — Martin 
Quigley,  Jr.,  formerly  of  the  staff 
of  Quigley  Publications,  has  arrived 
here,  where  he  will  serve  as  assis- 
tant to  Fayette  W.  Allport,  Eu- 
ropean rep.  of  MPPDA.  His  duties 
will  be  concerned  with  representa- 
tion of  American  film  interests  in 
relation  with  the  Irish  Censorship 
Authority. 


Reeling  'Round 
WASHI1 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
merit  of  Justice's  anti-trust  division,  is  now 
going  over  the  various  suggestions  he  has 
received  from  the  MPTOA,  National  Al- 
lied, the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  and 
probably  one  or  two  other  groups,  and  will 
probably  issue  a  report  on  these  some  time 
next   month. 

•  • 

THE  crippling  gasoline  situation  bids  fair 
'  to  last  well  into  the  Summer  if  not 
longer — with  exhibitors  really  feeling  the 
effects  this  time  far  more  than  last  win- 
ter. O  M-G-M's  tradeshowing  of 
"Bataan"  here  really  knocked  the  boys  for 
a  loop.  Exhibitors  on  hand  emerged  from 
the  projection  room  a  bit  green  about  the 
gills,  agreed  that  the  film  is  one  which 
everyone  should  see. 

•  • 

TALKING  about  war  activities, — as  who 
'  isn't? — cons'der  for  a  moment  the  case 
of  Kenneth  Duke,  who  operates  the  St. 
Mary's  Theater  in  Leonardstown  and  the 
Victory  in  Patuxent  River,  both  in  Mary- 
land. ...  In  his  spare  time  he's  district  di- 
rector of  the  Air  Raid  Warning  service, 
county  chairman  for  both  USO  and  Navy 
Relief,  a  member  of  the  county  OPA  ra- 
f'oning  board  and  the  most  active  member 
of  his  local  American  Legion  Post.  .  .  . 
Duke,  who  collected  $505  from  his  two 
small  theaters  for  the  Red  Cross,  is  the 
brother-in-law  of  General  Hodges,  recently 
awarded  the  Silver  Star  for  meritorious  ser- 
vice in  North  Africa,  and  the  father  of 
Kenneth  Duke,  Jr.,  who  graduates  from  An- 
napolis next  month.  Sort  of  a  personal  in- 
terest in  the  war,  you  see. 


DILL  SCULLY,  Universal  general  manager, 
"^  was  here  this  week  to  cheer  up  brother 
Frank,  now  lying  abed  in  Providence  Hos- 
pital after  an  appendectomy.  Frank  is  on 
the  M-G-M  sales  staff  here.  .  .  .  Barney 
Rose,  Universal  district  manager,  is  also  in 
town  from  Philly,  leaving  today  for  the 
West  Coast.  .  .  .  Another  visitor  this  week 
was  W.  J.  He'neman,  recently  named  gen- 
eral sales  manager  for  Samuel  Goldwyn. 
Yet  another  was  Frank  McNamee,  who  used 
to  be  branch  manager  here  for  RKO  and 
is  now  Pennsylvania  State  Director  for  the 
War  Manpower  Commission. 


UOPWA  Executive  Board 
To  Meet  Here  Tomorrow 


The  general  executive  board  of  the 
United  Office  and  Professional  Work- 
ers of  America,  the  parent  body  of 
all  CIO  white-collar  unions  in  the 
industry  here,  will  meet  in  New 
York  tomorrow  and  Sunday.  Prob- 
lems facing  the  white-collar  worker 
as  result  of  the  war  will  be  among 
the  subjects  taken  up. 


Son  of  Jack  Furrer 
Killed  in  Air  Action 


Lt.  Alvin  Furrer,  son  of  Jack  Fur- 
rer, Cincinnati  salesman  for  RKO, 
has  been  killed  in  air  action  in  North 
Africa.  Furrer's  other  son,  Buddy, 
was  in  the  same  squadron  but  was 
not  injured. 


TV©  FD  on  Monday 

With  Memorial  Day's  observance 
this  year  scheduled  for  Monday,  no 
edition  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  will  be 
published   on    the   31st. 


COmmC  and  Gome 


Pix  Strongly  Represented 
By  AAAA  Meet  Talkers 

The  film  industry  will  be  gener- 
ously represented  on  the  roster  of 
speakers  for  the  opening  session  of 
the  wartime  conference  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Actors  and  Artistes  of  Amer- 
ica on  June  3,  it  was  disclosed  yes- 
terday. 

Film  spokesmen  will  include  James 
Cagney,  president  of  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild;  Kenneth  Thomson,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  of  the  SAG;  Fran- 
cis S.  Harmon  of  the  War  Activities 
Committee,  and  Francis  Faragoh  of 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild.  Other 
speakers  will  be  William  Lewis  of 
the  OWI;  Paul  Dullzell,  president 
of  the  AAAA;  Robert  Rossen, 
chairman  of  the  West  Coast  branch 
of  the  War  Writers  Board;  Beit 
Lytell,  head  of  Actors  Equity;  John 
Anderson,  New  York  Journal-Amer- 
ican drama  critic;  Elmer  Rice  of  the 
Dramatists  Guild,  Ilka  Chase  and 
James  Sauter. 

The  AAAA  meeting,  called  to  dis- 
cuss plans  for  a  total  mobilization  of 
the  show  world  to  advance  the  na- 
tion's war  effo:  t,  will  be  known  as 
the  National  Conference  of  the  En- 
tertainment Industry  for  War  Ac- 
tivities, according  to  an  announce- 
ment made  public  yesterday. 

The  announcement  revealed  that 
the  scene  of  the  two-day  conference 
had  been  changed  from  the  Hotel 
Edison  to  the  New  York  Times  Hall. 

Among  the  groups  that  have  ac- 
cepted invitations  to  participate  in 
the  conference  are  the  Hollywood 
Victory  Committee,  Ascap,  Radio 
Writers  Guild,  Screen  Writers  Guild, 
RKO-Radio  Pictures,  March  of 
Time,  TJSO-Camp  Shows,  and  the 
American    Theater   Wing. 


CHARLES     KOERNER     returns     to     the     Coas 

today. 

NORTON   RITCHEY,  Monogram's  foreign  chief; 
hopped    off    Wednesday    for    Mexico    City    afte 
I  a   two-day  delay   due  to  weather. 

ROY    HAINES,    southern    and    western    divisic 
I  sales    manager    for   Warner    Bros.,    returned    yes 
terday    from    a    swing   through    the    midwest    U 
ritory. 


man 


JACOB  WILK,  Warners  Eastern  production  rriS 
ager,   goes   to   Boston   on  Tuesday. 


;  Warners  Weighs  Re-issue 
I  Of  13  Schlesinger  Shorts 


Memorial  Services  Monday 
For  Show  World  War  Dead 


Show  people  who  have  given  their 
lives  in  war  services,  including  both 
those  in  the  services  and  those  whose 
services  of  entertaining  troops  car- 
ried them  to  death,  will  be  honored 
at  a  special  non-sectaiian  service 
Monday.  Rabbi  Bernstein  will  of- 
ficiate at  services  in  the  Actors' 
Temple,  339  W.  47th  St. 

Chairmen  will  be  Columnist  Ed 
Sullivan,  Robert  Weitman,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Paramount  The- 
ater, and  Solly  Pernick  of  the  Stage 
Hands  Union.  James  E.  Sauter  of 
United  Theatrical  War  Activities  is 
ar:  anging  special  music.  Parti- 
cipating will  be  the  American  The- 
ater Wing,  the  27  craft  and  per- 
former unions  of  the  theater  and 
the  League  of  New  York  Theaters. 


Decision  is  expected  soon  on  a  pro 
posal  to  re-issue  a  group  of  13  selecl 
■'Merrie  Melodies"  cartoons  to  aug- 
ment the  1943-1944  production  sched- 
ule of  the  Leon  Schlesinger  organi- 
zation, producers  of  the  shorts,  it 
was  lea:  ned  yesterday  from  Norman 
Moray,  short  subjects  sales  head  of 
Warner  Bros.,  distributors  of  the 
Schlesinger  product. 

The  re-issues  would  take  the  place 
of  13  subjects  cut  from  Schlesinger's 
new  program  because  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  raw  stock.  The  cartoons  be- 
ing considered  for  revival  are  under- 
stood to  be  "Hiawatha's  Rabbit 
Hunt,"  "Of  Fox  and  Hounds,"  "My 
Little  Buckaroo,"  "Isle  of  Pingo 
Pongo,"  "A  Feud  There  Was," 
"Cross  Country  Detour,"  'The  Fight- 
ing 69%,"  "A  Wild  Hare,"  "The 
Bear's  Tale,"  "The  Early  Worm  Gets 
the  Bird,"  "Sweet  Sioux,"  "Wacky 
Wildlife,"  "The  Cat  Came  Back." 


William  S.  Knudsen  Award 
For  Eastman's  Dr.  Sawyer; 

Rochester — Dr.  William  A.  Saw- 
yer, medical  director  of  Eastman 
Kodak,  received  the  William  S. 
Knudsen  Award  here.  He  was  cited 
particularly  for  his  work  in  industry 
on  tuberculosis,  on  a  practical  pro- 
gram for  nutrition  and  on  the  re- 
habilitation of  handicapped  workers 
by  M.  He:bert  Eisenhart,  president 
of  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.,  who 
presented  the  award. 

Leading  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  the  country,  here  for  four  days  of 
war  conferences  on  medicine  in  in- 
dustry, were  gathered  at  Kodak  to 
witness  the  presentation.  Three 
eminent  doctors  in  the  field  of  indus- 
trial medicine  selected  Dr.  Sawyer 
for  the  fifth  annual  awarding  of  the 
Knudsen  prize. 


To  Show  "Hitler's  Hangman" 

M-G-M  will,  tradeshow  "Hitler's 
Hangman"  nationally  on  June  8,  ex- 
cept in  Memphis,  where  it  will  be 
screened  on  June  12  and  in  Albany 
and    Oklahoma    City   on   June    14. 
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J  lalhanson  Dies; 
uneral  Sunday 


{Continued  from   Page    1) 

lot  here,  the  service  to  be  con- 
1  meted  by  intei  nationally  known 
.abbi  Maurice  N.  Eisendrath  who 
rft  New  York  last  evening  to  con- 
Die  the  widow,  the  former  Irene 
'jnrietta  Harris  of  Toronto,  his  son 
i  q]  Nathanson,  two  daughters,  a 
rother,  Henry  L.  He  had  three  other 
rothers,  Dr.  M.  L.  of  Los  Angeles 
nd  B.  L.  and  C.  R.  of  Minneapolis, 
nd  a  sister,  Mrs.  Epstein  of  Min- 
eapolis  who  will  be  here  for  the 
uneral. 
It  is  expected  that  many  prominent 
lm  trade  representatives  from  New 
"ork  and  Hollywood  will  attend  the 
uneral  because  of  the  wide  esteem 
or  the  deceased,  and  a  legion  of 
'anadian  officials  and  associates  un- 
oubtedly  will  be  there  to  pay  their 
1st  sincere  respects. 

In  a  sense  Nathanson  was  the  film 
ndustry  in  Canada  because  no  other 
nan  has  been  so  outstanding  in  its 
■rowth  and  affairs  since  1916  when 
e  opened  the  Regent  theater  in 
-  owntown  Toronto  as  Canada's  first 
uper  de  luxe  theater,  laying  the 
oundation  for  Paramount  Theaters, 
.ltd.,  which  developed  into  Famous 
'layers  Canadian  Corp.  with  Coast- 
o-Coast  strength. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  after  a  break 
•ith  Famous  Players  two  years  ago  in  a 
igantic  battle  for  Canadian  control  of  the 
ircuit,  Nathanson  headed  General  Theater 
'p.,  Ltd..  as  the  center  of  his  film  empire 
•hich  included  the  Odeon  Theaters  Chain 
nd  many  associated  companies.  Empire- 
"niversal    Films,    Ltd.,    Sovereign    Film    Dis- 

ftributors,  Ltd.,  Associated  Theaters,  Ltd.. 
".-quire  Films,  Ltd.,  and  countless  subsid- 
ies along  with  interest  in  British  film 
reducing    enterprises. 

He  was  a  member  of  t lie  board  of  gover- 
ors  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp., 
hairman  of  Canadian  Motion  Picture  War 
■en-ices  Committee,  member  of  the  Canadian 
'icture    Pioneers,    also    the    Toronto    Board   of 

:"rade   and   Ontario   Jockey    Club. 

j    Born  in  Minneapolis  May   1,   1887,   Natban- 


on  came  to  Toronto  more  than   35   years  ago 

nd    became    a    staunch    Canadian    in    doctrine 

nd   activity   as    was   emphasized    in    his   effort 

■  i<   transfer   financial   control   of   Famous   Play- 

ts     on     the     ground     that      such      important 

gency  as  the  screen   should  be  directed   with- 

i   the  Dominion,  and  resigned  the  presidency 

n    that   announced    issue   in    May    1941. 

Nathanson    was    a    self-made    man,    making 

.  is    start    as   newsboy   and    playing   the    cornet 

'i    the    newsboys'    band    in    Minneapolis,    later 

-  aving  a  modest  job  with  a  concession  amuse- 

tent    park    in    Toronto.        He    started    selling 

illboard    space    for    a    Toronto    firm    and    in 

line    became    part    owner    of    company,    mean- 

hile    turning   his    attention    to    that    new    field 

f    moving    pictures,    raising    it    quickly    to    a 

;  igh   standard   by   the  construction   of  the   To- 

onto    Regent. 

Twenty  years  ago  a  spectacular  battle  de- 
eioped  between  Nathanson  and  Jules  and 
•  J.  Allen  in  a  theater  building  race  and 
ir  control  of  the  Canadian  Franchise  of 
'aramount  product.  He  obtained  Paramount 
Ktribution  rights  and  proceeded  to  the  top 
f  the  Canadian  film  world.  Throughout  his 
areer,  Xathanson  made  friends  and  foes  but 
:  happened  many  times  that  business  oppon- 
nts  eventually  became  associates.  That  was 
s'athanson.  always  the  colorful  figure — who 
>ved  the  smell  of  battle  and  never  com- 
lained.  All,  big  or  small,  pay  tribute  with 
incerity. 


^remk  L.  Koppelberger  Dead 

La  Crosse,  Wis. — Frank  L.  Koppel- 
berger, 62,  general  manager  and 
reasurer  of  the  La  Crosse  Theaters 
-0-.  is  dead. 


Like  Tinker  to  Evers  to  Chance,  Algiers 

iVetcs  Goes  to  Southern  Camp  via  FILM  DAILY 

Speaking  of  relaying  of  news,  here's  how  the  khaki-clad  lads  of  the  12th 
Corps,  down  in  Columbia,  S.  C,  heard  about  what's  cookin'  in  far-off  Algiers. 
Sergt.  Dave  Golding,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  staff  in  the  North  African  city, 
penned  a  long  letter  to  his  former  editorial  desk  mates  on  THE  FILM  DAILY. 
This  trade  paper  published  Golding's  word-picture  of  life  in  Algiers  in  con- 
secutive feature  articles.  The  papers  went  to  12th  Corps  Headquarters,  down 
South,  Suh,  where  Corp.  Bill  Berns,  former  WNEW  film  commentator,  went  to 
the  mike  and  gave  a  digest  to  the  soldiers  via  the  "12th  Corps  Reveille"  air 
program  over  Station  WCOS.  Program,  with  Golding's  description,  evoked  wide- 
spread interest.  Golding,  by  the  way,  is  now  back  in  Algiers,  after  entering 
Bizerte  as  a  correspondent  with  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the  day  following  the 
American   infiltration   of   its   defenses,   and   while   sniping   was   still    in   progress. 


Warner  Recapitalization 
Closer  to  Realization? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  point  of  active  discussion.  The 
understanding  is  that  the  company 
is  weighing  the  retirement  of  its  six 
per  cent  notes  and  preferred  shares. 
It  is  the  belief  of  Wall  St.  sources 
that  adoption  of  the  recapitalization 
plan  would  pave  the  way  to  the  pay- 
ment of  common  dividends.  How- 
ever, this  is  held  to  be  no  guaran- 
tee of  early  distribution  on  the  com- 
mon. The  basis  for  this  view  is  the 
fact  that  the  rapidly  expanding  vol- 
ume of  film  sales  is  placing  a  strain 
on  working  capital. 


Services  for  Bert  Bezer 
Will  Be  Held  Tomorrow 


Bert  Bezer,  for  the  past  seven 
years  secretary-treasurer  of  Local  4, 
stagehands,  Brooklyn,  will  be  laid  to 
rest  in  Evergreen  Cemetery  in  that 
borough  tomorrow.  Burial  will  be 
from  Moran's  Funeral  Parlor,  121 
Sixth  Ave.,  Brooklyn.  Bezer  died 
of  cancer  on  Tuesday  at  St.  John's 
Hospital,  where  he  had  been  con- 
fined for  two  weeks.  He  was  55 
years  old. 

A  member  of  the  IATSE  for  32 
years,  Bezer  was  well  known  as  a 
road  man.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
first  world  war. 

Surviving  are  Bezer's  wife,  a  son 
and  two  brothers. 

Representatives  of  labor  who  will 
attend  the  services  will  be  headed  by 
Richard  F.  Walsh,  president,  of  the 
IATSE. 


Troops  at  Distant  Fronts 
See  "Stage  Door  Canteen' 


American  service  men  on  33  fight- 
ing fronts  were  the  first  to  see 
"Stage  Door  Canteen,"  United  Ar- 
tists revealed  yesterday.  During 
the  last  week,  premiere  showings 
were  held  at  battle  stations  from 
Tunisia  to  Greenland  and  from  Alas- 
ka  to   Australia. 

Thirty-three  special  16mm.  prints 
of  "Stage  Door  Canteen"  were  ord- 
ered and  delivered  to  the  Army  sev- 
eral weeks  ago.  The  prints  were 
vouted  to  the  fronts  by  bombers. 
The  "global  premieres"  were  ar- 
ranged through  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick 
Osborne,  head  of  the  Army's  Special 
Services,  by  Sol  Lesser,  Grad  Sears 
and  Paul  Lazarus,  Jr. 


Hartman's  Son  Dies 
In  Army  Plane  Crash 

Mason  City,  Wash. — Richard  Hart- 
man,  AAF,  was  killed  in  a  training 
plane  crash  in  Mississippi,  according 
to  War  Department  notification  to 
his  father,  Ollie  Hartman,  exhib. 


Film  Carriers  Seek 
Delivery  Cut  Ruling 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

offices  of  W.  Y.  Elliott,  chief  of  Stock 
Pile  and  Transportation  Division  of 
the  WPB,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday. 
Attending  the  meeting  will  be  H. 
M.  Richey,  representing  the  distrib- 
utors under  the  WAC  setup  in  the 
New  York  area;  Ira  C.  Meinhardt, 
attorney  for  the  contract  film  car- 
riers; and  Irving  Dollinger,  repre- 
senting the  exhibitors  under  WAC 
in  the  New  York  area.  Present  also, 
but  only  as  an  observer,  will  be  Har- 
old S.  Schurtz,  attorney  for  the  Na- 
tional Film  Carriers  Association, 
which  organization  is  not  affected 
by  the   delivery-slash  ruling. 


Film  Daily  Year  Book 
Knows  All  and  Tells  It 

By  GRAYDON  HEARTSILL 

Off  the  presses  has  rolled  the  silver  anniversary  edition  of  the  Film 
Daily  Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures  to  feed  the  nation's  columnists  with 
facts  and  figures  for  many  a  week  to  come. 

For  twenty-five  years  now  the  volume  has  appeared,  filled  to  the  brim 
with  the  statistics  and  listings  which  make  it  an  invaluable  asset  to  the 
newspaper  amusements  desk  as  an  inexhaustible  source  of  data  and,  this 
year,  a  painstaking  record  of  the  forward  march — -  to  martial  music —  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  for  1942. 

From  Editor  Jack  Alicoate's  compilations  in  1,014  pages  is  gleaned 
the  following  random  harvest: 

The  capital  invested  in  the  United  i~ ; : 7 

States  film  industry  is  estimated  at   There  is  one  theater  open  for  every 
$2,061,000,000.    The  industry  employs 
200,000     persons     whose     estimated 
pay  roll  totals  $325,725,000. 

The  average  weekly  attendance 
in  movie  houses  in  1942  was  90,000,- 
000,  as  compared  to  85,000,000  in 
1941.  The  figure  has  only  been  du- 
plicated once  in  1930. 

Story  purchases  in  1942  by  Holly- 
wood studios  amounted  to  $4,975,000. 
The  top  price  paid  for  a  Broadway 
play  was  $300,000  for  "Eve  of  St. 
Mark,"  acquired  by  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox. The  same  studio  paid 
$300,000  for  John  Steinbeck's  "The 
Moon  Is  Down,"  top  price  for  a 
novel.  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  paid 
the  top  price  for  an  original  story 
when  it  signed  a  $60,000  check  to 
William  Saroyan  for  his  "The  Hu- 
man Comedy." 

Since  the  birth  of  the  film  indus- 
try, 45,173  features  and  short  sub- 
jects have  been  made.  Last  year 
4,219  rolled  through  the  mill.  The 
film  footage  handled  daily  by  ex- 
changes totals  27,000  miles.  The 
average  number  of  prints  required 
for  each  feature  is  220,  for  each 
newsreel   is   650. 


Twelve   Persons   Per   Seat 

On  Jan.  1,  1943,  there  were  17,728 
theaters  in  operation.  There  is  one 
picture  theater  seat  for  every  twelve 
inhabitants    of    the    United    States. 


.000  persons.  Texas,  with  1,322 
theaters,  is  only  topped  by  New 
York  with  1,433. 

The  average  admission  price  is 
25.5  cents.  The  average  length  fea- 
ture is  80.2  minutes. 

The  United  States  amusement  tax 
receipts  in  1942  were  $146,372,271, 
as  compared  to  $87,819,000  in  1941 
and.  $3,544,554.70  in  1930. 

A  new  high  mark  in  the  produc- 
tion of  features  in  technicolor  was 
reached  in  1942  when  twenty-five 
pictures  were  turned  out  by  seven 
producing  companies. 

The  year's  deaths  included  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  president  of  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  (succeeded  by 
Spyros  Skouras),  John  Barrymore, 
Carole  Lombard,  May  Robson,  Edna 
May  Oliver,  James  Cruze,  Laura 
Hope  Crews,  George  M.  Cohan, 
Morris  Gest,  Joe  Jackson,  Otis 
Skinner  and  Buck  Jones.  The  last 
named  died  as  a  result  of  the  show 
world's  major  tragedy,  the  Boston 
night  club  holocaust  last  November. 
Tribute  is  paid  in  the  "In  Memori- 
am"  pages  to  the  only  Dallas  man 
included  in  the  listing — Ed  Sulli- 
van, who  was  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
February,  1942.  He  is  credited  as 
originator  of  the  military  style  of 
ushering. 


Reprinted    from    the    Times    Herald,    'Dallas, 
Texas,  May  6,  1943. 


"SUCCESS!" 


THE  PEOPLE'S  CHOICE! 
"THE  HUMAN  COMEDY" 

Of  all  the  thunderous  hits  in  the  success  annals  of  Metro -Goldwyn- 
Mayer,  we're  proudest  of  the  nationwide  triumph  of  "THE  HUMAN 
COMEDY."  When  you  play  this  great  box-office  attraction  you  will  expe- 
rience not  only  one  of  the  season's  biggest  hits,  but  you  will  enjoy  an  equally 
important  success  —  the  heart-felt  gratitude  and  good -will  of  your  patrons. 

(Have  you  booked  "Prelude  To  War"?) 


* 
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-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
presents  William  Saroyan's 

Starring 


with 

FRANK  MORGAN 

JAMf  S  CRAIG  •  MARSHA  HUNT  •  FAY  BAINTER  .  RAY  COLLINS 

VAN  JOHNSON  •  DONNA  REED  •  JACK  JENKINS  •  DOROTHY 

MORRIS    •    JOHN  CRAVEN    •    ANN  AYARS    •    MARY  NASH 

HENRY  O'NEILL 

From  the  Story  by  William  Saroyan      — 
Screen  Play  by  Howard   Est  a  brook 

and  Directed  bv  CLARENCE   BROWN 
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trv?  Heart-      g^fy 


ENTERING  4th  MONTH! 

The  marvel  of  New  York's  show  business. 
Biggest  M-G-M  hit  in  Astor  history!  Word- 
of-mouth  keeps  it  continuously  successful. 
Imagine,  the  11th  week  beat  the  10th!  It's 
a  natural  for  hold-over  business. 
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"TOBEY'S  PRAYER"  FAMOUS ! 

Above  is  the  prayer  scene  from  "The  Human 
Comedy."  It  has  become  famous,  just  as  the 
Vicar's  speech  in  "Mrs.  Miniver"  was  re- 
printed everywhere.   Use  it  in  promotion. 

TOBEY'S  PRAYER: 

"Get  me  to  Ithaca  if  You  can.  Anything  You 
say,  but  get  me  home.  Protect  everybody  .  .  . 
keep  them  from  pain.  Send  the  homeless  to 
their  homes  .  .  .  get  me  to  Ithaca.  Keep  the 
town  .  .  .  don't  change  a  stick  of  it.  Let  me 
walk  through  its  streets  ...  let  me  see  it  as  it 
is.  Keep  the  Macauleys  ...  all  of  them.  Keep 
Bess  ...  let  her  know  that  I  love  her.  Keep 
Marcus  for  Mary.  Keep  Ma  and  Homer  and 
Ulysses.  Keep  the  house  and  empty  lot  next 
door.  Keep  the  harp,  the  piano,  the  songs. 
Save  everything  for  me.  Get  me  to  Ithaca 
if  You  can.  That's  all  I  guess." 


DAILY. 


Friday,  May  28,  194= 


To  Speed  Showing  Pix 
In  Enemy-Held  Lands 


>        (Continued  from  Page  1) 

tures  in  "as  fast  as  the  troops  get 
in."  k 

American  films  will  be  handled  first 
6y  OWI,  he  said,  in  order  to  insure 
speedy  distribution.  Fears  that  OWI 
might  hold  on  to  the  distribution 
longer  than  necessary  ought  to  be 
dispelled,  he  continued,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  OWI  has  restored 
commercial  distribution  channels  in 
North  Africa.  Distributing  repre- 
sentatives of  several  major  Amer- 
ican companies  have  been  handling 
distribution  there  for  several  months, 
he  said,  not  a  few  of  them  having 
been  released  from  prison  in  order 
to  resume  their  operations. 

Sherwood  revealed  that  OWI  has,  now  sta- 
tioned in  Africa.  Britain  and  other  lands,  a 
number  of  employes  chosen  largely  because 
they  are  qualified  to  operate  motion  picture 
theaters.  They  are  otherwise  engaged  at 
this  time,  he  said,  but  will  be  called  upon 
to  run  the  theaters  in  reconquered  territory 
as    soon    as    possible. 

American  films  are  being  held  in  readiness 
for  rushing  into  conquered  lands  right  behind 
the  troops,  said  the  erstwhile  Pulitzer  prize 
playwright.  OWI  has  a  number  of  films  in 
Britain  for  just  that  purpose,  and  there  is 
a  large  quantity  of  films  in  Africa  in  various 
languages — these  in  addition  to  the  very  many 
American  films  brought  to  Africa  for  show- 
ing there  during  the  past  few  months.  "News- 
reels  are  of  major  importance  there,"  said 
Sherwood,  "but  we  are  also  anxious  to  get 
as  many  good  features  as  possible  with  su- 
perimposed   titles." 

Sherwood  made  it  plain  that  OWI  does 
not  intend  to  handle  the  actual  distribution 
of  commercial  films  any  longer  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  agency  will  be  only 
too  happy  to  turn  the  job  over  to  commercial 
firms   as   soon   as   possible,   he   said. 


No  Republic-CFI 
Merger,  Yates  States 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Herbert  J.  Yates  em- 
phatically denied  yesterday  that 
there  is  any  truth  to  a  report  that 
a  merger  is  contemplated  between 
Consolidated  Film  Inodustries,  Inc., 
and  Republic  Pictures. 


6   ■   **/ 

MAY  28 

J.     S.     Berkson  Scott   W.    Darling 

MAY     29 

Paul    Kohner 

Hugh   F.   Herbert  Douglas     Rothacker 

MAY     30 

Frank    C.    Walker         William     R.     Ferguson 

Jimmy    Lydon 

MAY     31 
Fred    Allen  Edward   C.   Ryan 

Ann    Christy 
Louis    Pelegrine 


Personality  Plus 

•  •  •  CLEVER, — those  Paramount  announcements  on  advent  of 
its  new  Technicolor  cartoon  star.  Little  Lulu  ...  •  Li.  (jg)  Anthony  G. 
"Tony"  Kerasotes,  son  oi  Gus  Kerasotes,  prexy  oi  the  Kerasotes  chain,  is 
now  on  active  duty  with  the  Atlantic  Fleet  ...  •  Minnie  Lou  Giachetto. 
18-year-old  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Domenic  Giachetto  (Pop  is  treasurer 
of  the  Frisian  Amusement  Co.,  Springfield,  111.),  has  inked  a  contract  with 
the  St.  Louis  Municipal  Opera  and'll  open  in  "Balalaika"  there  tomor- 
row ...  •  Arvid  Kantor,  NSS  salesman,  has  been  named  a  director  of 
the  Variety  Club  of  Michigan,  following  resignation  of  John  R.  McPherson, 
NSS  manager,  who  goes  to  New  York  as  assistant  to  the  vice-prexy  .  .  . 

•  John  Springer,  former  pic  critic  for  the  Rochester  Courier  and  for 
WSAY,  and  now  in  the  Army,  is  working  on  a  book,  "Me  and  the 
Movies"  ...  •  Fanny  Voss,  head  inspectress  for  Paramount  in  its  Cincy 
office,  has  just  celebrated  her  27th  year  with  that  branch  ...  •  Ed 
Mapel,  owner  of  the  Gem  and  Colorado  Theaters  in  Denver,  came  close 
to  being  named  City  Councilman  at  the  last  election, — and  now  his  hat's 
in  the  ring  again  ...  •  Doc  Bamford,  M-G-M  country  exchange  manager 
in  Chi,  has  been  'lected  a  director  of  the  Variety  Club  there,  succeeding 
Clyde  Eckhardt,  who  has  been  transferred  to  branch  managership  of 
20th-Fox's  Los  Angeles  exchange.  ...  •  P.  J.  Dwyer,  manager 
of  the  Family,  Halifax,  N.  5..  has  been  named  to  the  directorate  of  the 
first,  recently-organized  Kiwanis  Club  of  Dartmouth,  N.  S..  Halifax 
suburb.  ...  •  Yeggs  entered  the  Rosy  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  t'other  night 
through  a  second  story  window,  used  the  projection  room  tools  to  force 
open  the  safe,  and  left  by  the  front  door,  carrying  with  them  $500  and 
some  blocks  of  War  Stamps 

Y  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  FROM  Springfield,  Mass.,  wafts  word  that  Ronnie  Gold- 
stein, five-year-old  son  of  the  vice-prexy  of  Western  Massachusetts 
Theaters,  now  owns  a  $50,000  War  Bond  purchased  by  his  dad,  Samuel, 
at  the  exhibition  of  the  two-man  Jap  submarine  there  ('twas  largest 
denomination    vended    during    the    entire    day    of    solicitation)    .    .    . 

•  Leonard  Allen,  former  manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theater,  Miami 
Beach,  and  who  left  to  enter  the  Army  but  ivas  turned  down  because 
of  a  heart  murmur,  is  now  with  20th-Fox  in  Atlanta  ...  •  Walter 
Norris,  manager  of  the  Butterfield  houses  in  Grand  Rapids,  has  been 
elected  a  director  of  that  city's  Rotary  Club  ...  #  Missive  from 
Stockholm  sez  that  popularity  of  Bob  Hope  in  Sweden  has  taken  an 
upward  leap  as  result  of  a  neat  prize  competition  arranged  by  Carl  P. 
York  in  that  country's  leading  democratic  newspaper,— A ftontidningen 

Bob's  pic,  "Road  to  Morocco,"  is  to  be  his  next  release  in  Sweden, 

opening  there  in  the  Autumn.  .  .  «  Just  by  way  of  circumventing  New 
York  Stale's  law  against  fireworks,  the  local  Strand  has  booked  The  Three 
Stooges  for  the  Fourth  of  July  week  stage  show  attraction  ...  «  Hats 
off  to  Ralph  Iligan  for  his  stirring  illustration  of  the  trade  press  ad 

for  "Prelude  to  War" This  "art"  carries  a  tremendous  punch,  and 

has  done  much  to  signal  the  entire  exhibition  field  to  play  the  attrac- 
tion  Ralph  is  one  of  filmdom's  finest  artists,  and  one  of  its  real 

veterans He   was,   even   as  a  very   young  lad,   one   of  the   heavy 

hitters  of  Vincent  Trotta's  Paramount  staff,  when  Para,  was  o'er  on 
Fifth  Ave This  corner  still  remembers  vividly  the  woodland  in- 
terior which  Ralph  painted  in  the  early  1920?  to  hang  over  the  mantle 
of  his  own  Long  Island  home  ...  •  A  certain  city  official  is  agin  a 
"copper  drive  "—probably  on  the  ground  that  it  might  be  construed  as 
ii  move  to  wake  up  the  police 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Crescent  in  2  Moves 
To  Modify  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

May  17  were  filed  on  the  last  of  the 
10  days  allowed  for  such  actions. 

In  one  of  the  two  motions  Crescent 
asked  for  a  clarification  of  the  dives 
titure  order  and  for  11  eliminations 
from  the  findings  upon  which  £~ 
decree  was  based.  In  the  other  r»fc 
tion,  defendant  exhibitors,  Cumber- ' 
land  Amusement  Co.,  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Rockwood  Amusement  Co. 
Cherokee  Amusement  Co.,  Kentucky 
Amusement  Co.,  Tony  Sudekum  and 
Kermit  Stengel  proposed  additional 
findings  and  seek  clarification  of  cer- 
tain factors  involved  in  the  proposed 
divestiture. 

The  petition,  which  Judge  Elmer  Davie; 
admitted  with  the  understanding  that  plain 
tiff  counsel,  Robert  L.  Wright,  be  given  2C 
days  in  which  to  file  an  answer,  was  signed 
by  Mrs.  Martha  Crute  Fleming  and  Charle; 
A.  Crute,  of  Madison  County,  Ala.,  joint 
owners  of  one-half  the  outstanding  stock  or 
Lyric  Amusement  Co.  It  contains  the  state 
ment  that  Tony  Sudekum,  owner  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  Lyric  stock,  has  completely  su- 
pervised operation  of  the  circuit  since  the 
death  of  their  father,  C.  A.  Crute,  and  the 
plea  that  the  decree  be  modified  so  that  this'1 
relation  may  continue,  otherwise  the  remain- 
ing owners  must  suffer  "hardships  and  dif- 
ficulties" in  the  event  of  dissolution  of  part- 
nership. 


Allen  G.  Smith  Heads 
WPB's  Amusement  Section 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ater  equipment  game  since  1916, 
came  to  WPB  last  September  as  co- 
ordinator of  theaters  under  Dun- 
phy.  Elevation  to  his  new  post  will 
be  welcomed  by  those  in  the  indus- 
try who  have  dealt  with  him  since 
Dunphy's  departure.  Smith  was  for- 
merly with  National  Theatre  Supply 
Corp.  in  Dallas,  Oklahoma  City,  Kan- 
sas City  and  other  points  and  was 
at  one  time  purchasing  agent  for 
Fox  West  Coast  Theaters. 


STORKS 


St.     Louis — Mrs.     Martin     Davis, 
wife  of  the  Missouri  Theater  assis- 
tant manager,  is  the  mother  of  a  10  i 
pound  daughter. 


Scranton — J.  J.  O'Leary,  general 
manager  and  treasurer  of  Comer- 
ford  Theaters,  is  a  granddad  again, 
a  son  having  been  born  to  Lt.  and 
Mrs.  John  O'Leary.  Papa  is  some- 
where in  Africa. 


There's  a  new  daughter,  Roberta 
Mae,  in  the  family  of  Mack  Shapiro, 
manager  of  Interboro's  College  The- 
ater, College  Point,  L.  I.  Young 
lady  weighed  in  at  six  pounds,  three 
ounces. 


Detroit — Don  Atkinson,  National 
Theatre  Supply  salesman,  is  the 
father  of  a  nine  pound  boy,  named 
Dale. 
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"Stormy  Weather" 

with     Bill     Robinson,     Lena     Home 
Dfh-Fox  77   Mins. 

COLORED  MUSICAL  OFFERS  WEALTH 
F  NEGRO  TALENT;  PIC  HAS  GAYETY 
ND    WHIRLWIND    PACE. 

The  colored  entertainer  is  paid  his  due 
>'Stormy  Weather,"  which  professes  to  be 
^  story   of   Bill    Robinson   and    his   rise   to 

,ie  in  the  show  world.     The  story  is  told 

jive    tempo    in    keeping    with    the    tem- 

srament   of   the    Negro   race   and    provides 

tremendous  display  of  colored  talent.  The 
3ce  is  hot  and  furious  throughout,  and 
le  performers  carry  on  with  an  abandon 
nd  a  fervidness  that  never  permits  the  in  - 
;rest   to  wane. 

Robinson  shares  top  billing  with  Lena 
orne.  They  are  surrounded  by  such  other 
olored  headliners  as  Cab  Calloway  and  his 
and,  Katherine  Dunham  and  her  troupe  of 
sneers,  Fats  Waller,  the  Nicholas  Brothers, 
da  Brown,  Dooley  Wilson,  the  Tramp 
and.   Babe  Wallace,   Ernest  Whitman,  and 

host  of  others,  all  of  them  ace  attrac- 
ons. 

Rarely  has  a  film  been  so  generously 
ndowed  with  musical  numbers,  old  and 
.  ew.  The  film  is  practically  nothing  more 
Tan  a  succession  of  musical  numbers,  with 
Imost  no  plot  to  talk  about.  Twenty 
jnes  are  spotted  in  the  film.  Sentimental 
Dngs  share  the  limelight  with  jive  numbers 
ut  over  with  the  feeling  that  only  the 
<egro  can  muster  for  such  occasions, 
lost  elaborately  and  most  effectively  staged 
lOlff  all  the  songs  is  the  title  tune,  sung 
y   Miss   Home. 

With    all    due    respect    to    Robinson    and 

1  iss    Home    the    most   rousing   moments   of 

ie   film   are   allotted   to   Calloway   and    the 

licholas    Brothers.      However,   all   the   per- 

I  jrmers    in    this    colored    musical    give    ex- 

|  ellent  accounts  of  themselves. 

The  story  takes  Robinson  from  1918, 
i.'hen  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
-  3  the  present,  winding  up  with  a  show  put 
n  by  him  for  the  entertainment  of  a  group 
f  colored  soldiers  about  to  leave  for  over- 
2as.  Miss  Home  appears  as  the  enter- 
ainer  who  encouraged  Robinson  to  enter 
tow  business.  The  film  depicts  Robinson's 
ffforts  to  get  to  the  top.  Worked  into  the 
am  is  a  romance  between  Robinson  and 
A\%%  Home. 

Andrew   Stone   directed   the  William   Le- 
jaron    production    capably    from    a    screen- 
lay  by   Frederick   Jackson   and  Ted   Koeh- 
sr   based  on   an   adaptation  by   H.   S.   Kraft 
If  a  story  by  Jerry  Horwin  and  Seymour  B. 

!•  obinson.       Leon    Shamroy    provided    excel- 
ent  sepia  photography. 
CAST:    Lena    Home,    Bill    Robinson,   Cab 
I  '.alloway   and   his   band,   Katherine    Dunham 
\  'ancers,    Fats    Waller,     Nicholas     Brothers, 
-da    Brown,    Dooley    Wilson,    Tramp    Band, 
•  abe  Wallace,  Ernest  Whitman,  Zuttie  Sin- 
leton,  Mac  E.  Johnson,  Flournoy  E.  Miller, 
ohnnie     Lee,     Robert     Felder,     Nicodemus 
tewart. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  LeBaron; 
'irector,  Andrew  Stone;  Screenplay,  Fred- 
rick Jackson,  Ted  Koehler;  Adaptation,  H. 
.  Kraft;  Based  on  story  by  Jerry  Horwin, 
eymour  B.  Robinson;  Dance  Director,  Clar- 
nce  Robinson;  Musical  Supervisor,  Fanchon; 
'.ameraman,  Leon  Shamroy;  Art  Directors, 
ames  Basevi,  Joseph  C.  Wright;  Film  Edi- 
or,  James  B.  Clark;  Special  Effects,  Fred 
ersen. 
DIRECTION,      Okay.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 
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"Song  of  Texas" 

with  Roy  Rogers 
Republic  69  Mins. 

A  HAPPY  TUNE  FOR  THE  ROGERS 
FANS;  ACTION  AND  MUSIC  NICELY 
MIXED;   PHOTOGRAPHY  ACES. 

Roy  Rogers  continues  along  the  high  road 
in  his  newest  film  for  Republic,  delivering 
another  load  of  excellent  entertainment  to 
his  fans.  "Song  of  Texas"  is  a  classy  west- 
ern that  holds  the  attention  of  horse-opera 
lovers  to  the  last  hoof  beat.  There  is  an 
easy-going  quality  about  the  picture  that 
makes  for  a  pleasant  sense  of  relaxation 
even  in  the  face  of  several  sequences  highly 
charged   with   excitement. 

The  production  strikes  a  refreshing  note 
which  cloyed  filmgoers  should  find  especially 
welcome.  For  this  credit  goes  primarily  to 
the  beautiful  outdoor  vistas  of  mountains 
and  desert  imprisoned  in  superb  photography 
and  to  the  unhurried  and  nerve-settling 
music  dished  out  by  Rogers  and  Bob  Nolan 
and  the  Sons  of  the  Pioneers.  There  is 
plenty  of  gayety  to  counterbalance  the  melo- 
dramatic  moments  of  the   picture. 

The  musical  content  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features  of  the  entertainment. 
The  songs,  seven  in  number,  are  delivered 
in  first-rate  fashion  by  Rogers  and  his  sing- 
ing buddies.  The  list  consists  of  "Moon- 
light and  Roses,"  "Rainbow  Over  the 
Range,"  "Blue  Bonnet  Girl,"  "I  Love  the 
Prairie,"  "On  the  Rhythm  Range,"  "Cha- 
panecas,"  and  "Mexicali  Rose." 

The  film  has  been  finely  produced  by 
Harry  Grey  and  smoothly  directed  by  Joseph 
Kane.  Reggie  Lanning's  camera  work  is 
fit  to  give  anyone  the  wanderlust.  Not 
the  least  of  the  film's  assets  is  the  musical 
direction  of  Morton  Scott. 

The  screenplay  of  Winston  Miller,  a  nice 
job,  concerns  a  feud  between  Rogers  and 
Barton  MacLane — a  feud  engendered  by  the 
former's  decision  to  quit  the  latter's  rodeo, 
of  which  our  hero  is  the  star  attraction. 
Rogers,  with  Bob  Nolan  and  the  Sons  of  the 
Pioneers,  is  determined  to  organize  his  own 
rodeo.  MacLane  does  all  in  his  power  to 
prevent  Rogers  from  carrying  out  his  plans. 
The  plot  takes  on  added  interest  when 
Rogers  loans  his  ranch  to  a  former  rodeo 
star  down  on  his  luck  (Harry  Shannon)  so 
that  the  latter's  daughter  (Sheila  Ryan),  who 
is  coming  from  the  big  city  to  visit  her 
father,  will  not  be  disillusioned.  Much  of 
the  action  has  to  do  with  efforts  to  keep 
Miss  Ryan  from  learning  the  truth  and  to 
prevent  MacLane  from  getting  his  hands 
on    the    ranch. 

Rogers  gives  another  of  his  ingratiating 
performances.  Miss  Ryan  and  Shannon 
lend  him  fine  assistance.  Arline  Judge 
returns  to  the  screen  after  a  long  absence 
in  the  role  of  Miss  Ryan's  pal.  MacLane 
handles  the  villainy  well  with  the  help  of 
Wiliam   Haade. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  Sheia  Ryan,  Barton 
MacLane,  Harry  Shannon,  Pat  Brady,  Arline 
Judge,  Wiliam  Haale,  Bob  Noan,  Eve 
March,  Hal  Taliaferro,  Sons  of  the  Pioneers, 
Alex   Nahera  Dancers. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry  Grey; 
Director,  Joseph  Kane;  Screenplay,  Winston 
Miller;  Cameraman,  Reggie  Lanning;:  Film 
Editor,  Tony  Martinelli;  Art  Director,  Rus- 
sell Kimball;  Musical  Director,  Morton 
Scott. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Superb. 


"Bataan" 

with  Robert  Taylor 
M-G-M  114  Mins. 

WAR  FILM  TOO  GRIM  TO  RATE  AS 
POPULAR  ENTERTAINMENT,  BUT  IS  EX- 
CITING,  SUSPENSEFUL,   WELL-ACTED. 

Remembrance  of  the  heroic  stand  of  our 
boys  at  bloody  Bataan  should  supply  the 
chief  motive  for  a  filmgoer's  desire  to  see 
this  picture.  It  is  to  this  fact  more  than 
to  anything  else  that  the  production  will 
owe  whatever  success  it  may  attain  at  the 
boxoffice. 

The  film  gives  a  good  idea  of  what  the 
warriors  of  bataan  must  have  gone  through 
in  holding  their  positions  against  overwhelm- 
ing odds,  but  in  its  determination  to  re- 
enact  that  tragedy  with  deathly  grimness 
and  with  vivid  detail  that  leaves  nothing  to 
the  imagination  the  offering  forfeits  its 
claim  to  entertainment  in  the  full  meaning 
of  the  term. 

Certainly  the  subject  has  been  handled 
capitally  but  it  pours  on  the  stark  drama 
with  such  utter  lack  of  restraint  as  to 
make  one  wince.  It's  a  gory  film  in  which 
death  and  destruction  take  no  rest.  The 
production  can  expect  small  patronage  from 
the  women,  for  it  is  a  little  too  strong  for 
the  ordinary  feminine  stomach.  Not  only 
is  it  not  a  pretty  picture,  but  it  has  not 
one  romantic  moment  in  its  extended  foot- 
age. 

As  directed  by  Tay  Garnett  the  picture, 
which  is  dedicated  to  the  heroes  of  Bataan, 
creates  a  sense  of  impending  doom  as  it 
unfurls  its  story  of  a  small  patrol  hemmed 
in  by  the  enemy  in  a  steaming  jungle.  The 
men  are  holding  a  vital  position  against  in- 
superable obstacles.  Rather  than  retire  to 
safety  they  elect  to  defend  their  position 
with  their  lives  in  order  to  slow  up  the 
Jap  advance.  The  men  are  killed  off  one 
by  one  until  only  their  sergeant  is  left  to 
challenge  the  enemy.  And  even  he  is 
doomed  at  the  end  as  we  leave  him  blazing 
away  at  the  Japs. 

"Bataan"  is  a  red-blooded  story  loaded 
with  acts  of  valor.  Audiences  will  react 
enthusiastically  to  the  accounting  the  heroes 
give  of  themselves.  At  the  finale  the 
ground  is  carpeted  with  dead  Japs. 

Atmospherically  the  picture  has  a  lot  to 
commend  it.  Here  the  glory  goes  to  Art 
Director  Cedric  Gibbons;  Arnold  Gillespie 
and  Warren  Newcombe,  special-effects 
men,   and   Cameraman   Sidney   Wagner. 

The  elements  of  excitement  and  sus- 
pense are  strong  in  Robert  D.  Andrews' 
screenplay,  which  was  produced  by  Irving 
Starr.  Andrews  has  injected  a  few  moving 
moments    into    his   story. 

Robert  Taylor  does  a  creditable  job  as 
the  sergeant  in  charge  of  the  patrol.  Other 
members  of  the  patrol  include  George  Mur- 
phy, Thomas  Mitchell,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Robert 
Walker,  Desi  Arnaz,  Barry  Nelson,  Phillip 
Terry,  Tom  Dugan.  Among  the  most  vivid 
portrayals  are  those  of  Mitchell,  Nolan  and 
Walker.  The  last-named  is  responsible 
for  a  number  of  heart-gripping  scenes. 

CAST:  Robert  Taylor,  George  Murphy, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Lee  Bowman, 
Robert  Walker,  Desi  Arnaz,  Barry  Nelson, 
Phillip  Terry,  Roque  Espiritu,  Kenneth 
Spencer,  J.  Alex  Havier,  Tom  Dugan,  Donald 
Curtis. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Irving  Starr;  Direc- 
tor, Tay  Garnett;  Screenplay,  Robert  D. 
Andrews;  Cameraman,  Sidney  Wagner; 
Musical  Score,  Bronislau   Kaper;  Art  Direc- 


"Mister  Big" 

with   Donald   O'Connor,   Gloria   Jean 
Universal  74  Mins. 

O'CONNOR  IS  PRACTICALLY  WHOLE 
SHOW  IN  FILM  COMBINING  MUSIC, 
COMEDY  AND  LOVE. 

"Mister  Big"  gives  further  evidence  of 
the  remarkable  talents  of  Donald  O'Connor. 
The  young  man  carries  the  film  in  a  display 
of  all-around  ability  that  will  gain  him  new 
attention.  He  discharges  his  assignment 
with  a  poise  and  a  self-assurance  that  would 
do  justice  to  a  veteran.  The  O'Connor  lad 
is  practically  the  whole  show.  It  is  for- 
tunate for  the  film  that  he  is  around  al- 
most all  the  time  to  clown,  sing  or  hoof. 
Thanks  go  primarily  to  him  for  the  fact 
that  "Mister  Big"  is  nifty  entertainment 
for  the  family  trade.  With  young  folks  the 
picture    definitely    cannot    miss. 

Love,  music  and  comedy  have  been  com- 
bined to  make  the  production  attractive  to 
those  for  whom  this  type  of  product  is  in- 
tended. The  film  is  gay,  lively  stuff  stuffed 
with  some  of  Hollywood's  best  young  tal- 
ent. O'Connor  obtains  most  of  his  young 
support  from  Gloria  Jean,  Peggy  Ryan  and 
the  Jiviri'  Jacks  and  Jills.  The  mature 
members  of  the  cast  who  give  him  im- 
portant assistance  include  Robert  Paige, 
Elyse  Knox,  Samuel  S.  Hinds  and  Florence 
Bates,  all  first-rate. 

One  of  the  strongest  factors  in  the  film's 
success  is  certain  to  be  its  musical  con- 
tent. Eleven  tunes  in  a  variety  of  moods 
are  strewn  through  the  film.  Most  are 
credited  to  Buddy  Pepper  and  Inez  James. 
The  singing  burden  is  shared  by  Miss  Jean, 
O'Connor  and  Miss  Ryan,  who  does  an  out- 
standing job  in  a  comedy  role. 

The  story  is  along  extremely  familiar 
lines  and  matters  little.  It  concerns  the 
efforts  of  the  students  of  a  dramatic 
school  to  put  on  a  jive  show  as  their  an- 
nual presentation.  Their  ideas  are  at  var- 
iance with  the  purposes  of  the  school, 
which  is  owned  by  Florence  Bates,  who 
worships  the  classics.  The  youngsters  are 
abetted  by  the  faculty  of  the  school,  which 
includes  Paige,  Miss  Knox  and  Hinds.  When 
Miss  Bates  finds  out,  it's  too  late  to  do 
anything  about  it.  The  show  goes  on 
and  is  a  huge  success.  Miss  Bates  does  an 
about-face  at   the  end. 

Charles  Lamont's  direction  is  good.  Jack 
Pollexfen  and  Dorothy  Bennett  did  the 
screenplay  from  a  yarn  by  Virginia  Rooks. 
Ken   Goldsmith   was   associate   producer. 

CAST:  Gloria  Jean,  Donald  O'Connor, 
Peggy  Ryan,  Robert  Paige,  Elyse  Knox,  Sam- 
uel S.  Hinds,  Bobby  Scheerer,  Richard  Stew- 
art, Mary  Eleanor  Donahue,  Florence  Bates, 
Ray  Eberle,  Eddie  Miller's  Bob  Cats,  Ben 
Carter   Choir,  Jivin'  Jacks  and  Jills. 

CREDITS,  Associate  Producer,  Ken  Gold- 
smith; Director,  Charles  Lamont;  Screen- 
play, Jack  Pollexfen,  Dorothy  Bennett; 
Based  on  story  by  Virginia  Rooks;  Camera- 
man, George  Robinson;  Art  Directors,  John 
B.  Goodman,  Harold  McArthur;  Musical  Di- 
rector, Charles  Previn;  Dance  Director, 
Louis  daPron;   Film   Editor,  Frank  Gross. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


tor,  Cedric  Gibbons;  Special  Effects,  Arnold 
Gillespie,  Warren  Newcombe;  Film  Editor, 
George   White. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 
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Yes,  Mr.  Exhibitor 
owe  it  to  yourself  c 
our  business  to  s 
"Mister  Big"  before 
ing  it.  You  will  then 
vast  possibilities  and 
realize  that  this  in 
has  a  new  star  in 
O'Connor... You  are 
to  hear  a  lot  about 
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•  •  Reviews  of  short  subjects  *  * 


"A  Letter  from  Ireland" 

(Headliner) 

Paramount  22  Mins. 

Excellent 

Being  the  first  film  given  over  en- 
tirely to  the  doing-s  of  our  boys  sta- 
tioned in  Ireland,  this  short  is  a  na- 
tural certain  of  stirring  up  tremend- 
ous public  interest.  Audiences  every- 
where will  put  their  stamp  of  ap- 
proval on  "A  Letter  from  Ireland." 
Exhibitors  will  profit  heavily  by 
giving  prominence  to  the  two-reeler, 
which  was  filmed  in  Ireland  by  the 
British  Government  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  American  forces 
there.  The  chance  of  recognizing 
a  face  among  the  soldiers  seen  in  the 
footage  will  serve  as  a  potent  lure. 

The  soldiers  are  seen  at  work  and 
at  play,  in  formal  and  informal  mo- 
ments, with  attention  given  to  all 
their  varied  activities.  It  is  a  human 
document  that  will  reach  the  hearts 
of  all  who  witness  it.  Included  in 
the  footage  are  many  of  Ireland's 
sights,  plus  glimpses  of  the  Irish 
countryside.  What  happens  on  the 
screen  is  supposed  to  be  the  ex- 
periences of  two  soldiers,  brothers, 
as  they  are  recorded  in  a  letter  to 
the  folks  back  home.  Brian  Desmond 
Hurst  directed. 


"Climbing  the  Peaks" 
(Adventures  of  Newsreel 
Cameraman) 
20th-Fox  9  Mins. 

Good 
The  dangers  and  the  thrills  of 
mountain  climbing  are  excellently 
conveyed  in  footage  that  has  been 
photographed  in  ace  fashion.  The 
goal  of  the  human  billy  goats  is 
Long's  Peak  in  Colorado's  Rocky 
Mountain  National  Park.  The  most 
interesting  scenes  are  those  showing 
our  mountain  troops  on  maneuvers. 
The  boys  display  some  amazing 
tricks.  Put  this  down  as  a  first- 
rate  short. 


"Tumble  Bugs" 

(Grantland    Rice    Sportlight) 

Paramount  9  Mins. 

Good 

Here  is  an  interesting  demonstra- 
tion of  the  art  of  falling.  Those  who 
want  to  know  how  they  can  fall 
without  hurting  themselves  will  be 
able  to  learn  a  thing  or  two  from 
this  short.  Shown  in  action  are  per- 
sons in  many  sports  and  occupa- 
tions where  tumbling  or  falling  is 
part  of  the  business.  Included  are 
scenes  of  Navy  aviation  cadets  under- 
going  training   in    gymnastics. 


10  mins. 


"The  Ail-American  Bands" 
(Melody    Master) 
Warner 

Aces 

Pleasure  in  abundance  is  to  be 
found  in  this  band  short,  which  fea- 
tures four  ace  musical  aggregations 
— those  of  Freddy  Martin,  Skinnay 
Ennis,  Joe  Reichman  and  Matty  Mal- 
neck.  The  band  devotee  will  go 
ecstatic  as  each  outfit  renders  a  com- 


position in  its  own  typical  style. 
There  is  a  choice  of  the  hot  and  the 
sweet.  The  tunes  heard  are  "Stair- 
way to  the  Stars,"  "William  Tell 
Overture,"  "Night  and  Day,"  "Tales 
from  the  Vienna  Woods,"  "The  Birth 
of  the  Blues,"  each  played  in  superb 
fashion.  Exhibitors  should  capital- 
ize heavily  on  the  popularity  of  the 
bands  featured  in  the  short,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  of  its  type  released 
by  Warners.  Swell  camera  work  en- 
hances the  value  of  the  subject. 


"Accent  on  Courage" 

(The  World  Today) 

20th-Fox  9  Mins. 

Good 

The  training  of  our  soldiers  in 
Ranger  tactics  is  the  subject  of  this 
excellent  short.  As  the  title  indi- 
cates, the  footage  lays  emphasis  on 
the  courage  this  type  of  training 
calls  for.  It's  a  toughening-up 
process  without  equal.  The  short 
closes  with  a  simulated  attack  that 
looks  very  much  like  the  real  thing. 
The  film  is  packed  with  excitement 
and  action.  There  is  plenty  to  hold 
the  interest  in  this  one. 


"Double  Up" 

RKO  18  mins. 

Mild 

Audiences  won't  double  up  with 
laughter  over  what  goes  on  in  this 
comedy  short,  although  there  are  a 
few  chuckles  scattered  through  the 
footage.  The  story  again  has  Leon 
Errol  having  trouble  with  his  wife 
and  mother-in-law.  So  that  he  can 
see  the  boys  at  night  the  comic  hires 
a  double  to  take  his  place  at  home. 
This  gives  rise  to  a  lot  of  silly  com- 
plications. Errol  becomes  a  bit 
monotonous  in  his  double  role.  Ben 
Holmes  has  supplied  fast  direction. 
Bert  Gilroy  produced. 


"Jasper's  Music  Lesson" 

(Madcap  Models) 

Paramount  8  Mins. 

Rates  Well 

Superb  diversion  is  contained  in 
the  newest  George  Pal  offering, 
which  is  in  jive  tempo  that  will  win 
plenty  of  attention  from  the  younger 
crowd.  The  characters  again  are 
Little  Jasper,  the  scarecrow  and  the 
crow.  The  latter  two  disrupt  Jas- 
per's attempt  to  practice  the  classics 
by  teaching  him  the  virtues  of  hot 
music.  They  end  their  tampering 
with  the  classics  when  Jasper's  ma 
shoos  them  away.  The  short,  which 
is  in  Technicolor,  sports  some  good 
musical  effects. 


"Duty  and  the  Beast" 

(Phantasy    Cartoon) 

Columbia  6   mins. 

All  Right 

The  satirical  treatment  has  been 
applied  to  the  hunting  dog  in  this 
Dave  Fleischer  cartoon  in  Techni- 
color. The  dog  in  this  instance  is 
a  softie  who  helps  the  quarry  rather 
than  the  hunter.  The  film  winds  up 
with  the  hunter  out  of  the  way  and 
thp  animal   celebrating.     There  is   a 


commentary  that  adds  to  the  amuse- 
ment. 


"The  Last  Round-Up" 

(Terrytoon) 

20th-Fox  7  Mins. 

All  Right 

Funny  moments  are  numerous  in 
this  Terrytoon  in  Technicolor.  The 
characters  are  Private  Gandy  Goose 
and  Sergeant  Cat.  They  too  are 
blown  close  to  Hitler's  hideout  by 
the  premature  explosion  of  a  shell. 
They  find  Hitler  (a  pig)  and  Mus- 
solini (a  monkey)  in  conference. 
They  immediately  go  into  action 
against  the  two  dictators,  giving 
them  a  hell  of  a  time. 


"Speaking  of  Animals  in  Current 
Events" 

(Speaking  of  Animals) 

Paramount  9  Mins. 

Corking 

The  Speaking  of  Animals  series 
continues  its  winning  pace  with  this 
latest  release,  a  laugh-getter  that 
can't  miss.  This  time  we  have  the 
animals  voicing  comments  on  prob- 
lems that  are  plaguing  man,  such 
as  rationing,  priorities,  manpower 
shortage  and  the  like.  The  short  is 
made  funnier  by  the  fact  that  the 
animals  are  placed  in  situations 
paralleling  our  own.  Some  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  beasts  are  real- 
ly howls.  Exhibitors  should  grab 
the  short. 


"Stars  on  Horseback" 

(Hollywood    Novelty) 

Warner  10  mins. 

First-Class 

Enough  stars  are  glimpsed  in  in- 
formal moments  to  make  this  short 
an  excellent  booking.  The  audience 
is  introduced  to  the  various  players 
as  George  Garfield,  filmland  black- 
smith, calls  upon  them  with  his 
portable  blacksmith  shop  to  shoe 
their  pet  horses.  Among  the  stars 
pictured  are  Joel  McCrea,  Bette  Da- 
vis, George  Tobias,  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  Priscilla  Lane,  Jerry  Colonna. 

"Back  to  Bikes" 

(Ed  Thorgersen  Sports  Review) 

20th-Fox  9  Mins. 

Okay 

Here's  a  short  that  should  be  of 
vast  interest  to  the  public  in  these 
days  of  rubber  shoi-tage.  The  film 
shows  how  the  bicycle  is  coming  into 
its  own  again  in  the  people's  quest 
for  a  cheap  and  certain  means  of 
transportation.  There  are  scenes 
devoted  to  bike  making  and  others 
showing  the  various  uses  to  which 
the  two-wheelers  are  being  put.  The 
entertainment  in  the  film  is  consid- 
erable. 


shatter  all  his  visions  of  peace  ant 
rest.  When  he  gets  an  extensioi 
of  his  furlough  he  is  hardly  the  hap 
piest  man  in  the  world.  At  the  final* 
he  is  headed  fast  for  the  Pacific  the 
ater  of  war,  there  to  spend  the  res 
of  his  furlough.  The  laughs  in  thi: 
cartoon  are  limited. 


Q 


"His  Girl's  Worst  Friend" 

Columbia  18  mins  J 

Fairly    Amusing 

Humor  appealing  chiefly  to  younj 
people  is  contained  in  fair  amount  fa- 
this  comedy  short.  The  story  re 
volves  around  a  feud  between  tw< 
college  students.  Most  of  the  hu 
mor  derives  from  the  efforts  of  on< 
to  prevent  the  other  from  passing 
his  medical  for  admission  to  a  sum 
mer  aviation  course.  Rivalry  ovei 
a  gal  has  something  to  do  with  th< 
feud.  Everything  winds  up  as  ii 
should  after  the  young  villain  take; 
a  terrific  pasting  from  the  hero 
Bill  Henry,  Adele  Mara,  Sidney  Mil- 
ler and  Joe  Brown,  Jr.,  are  the  lead 
ing  players.  Jules  White  producec 
and  directed. 


"A  Jolly  Good   Furlough" 

(Popeye) 

Paramount  7   Mins. 

Fair 

In  his  latest  appearance  Popeye  is 
a  merchant  seaman  home  from  the 
Pacific  on  a  furlough.  Things  hap- 
pen to  him  on  the  home  front  that 


"The  Underground  World" 

(Superman) 

Paramount  8  '/2  mins  f 

Okay  for  the  Babes 

The  latest  Superman  is  just  as 
fantastic  as  its  predecessors  in  the 
series  of  Technicolor  cartoons.  The 
scene  of  action  this  time  is  a  caverr 
where  dwells  a  fearsome  breed  oi 
men  with  bat-like  characteristics 
Our  hero  is  there  to  help  clear  up 
the  mystery  of  the  disappearance  oi 
the  explorer  who  discovered  the 
place.  Superman  saves  two  investi- 
gators from  a  horrible  death  and 
demolishes  the  cavern. 


"Indian  Signs" 
RKO  17  Mins. 

Poor 

Somebody  has  put  the  Indian  sign 
on  this  comedy  short.  There  isn't 
much  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the 
film,  which  is  composed  of  stuff  of 
appeal  only  to  persons  with  no  dis- 
crimination at  all.  Kids  are  the. 
logical  audiences  for  the  short.  Again 
Edgar  Kennedy  has  trouble  with  his 
in-laws.  He  tries  to  get  rid  of  them 
by  posing  as  an  Indian  medium  and 
ordering  them  from  his  home.  The 
scheme  falls  through.  Bert  Gilroy 
produced  and  Charles  E.  Roberts  di- 
rected. 


"Plenty  Below  Zero" 

(Color  Rhapsody) 

Columbia  7'/2  mins. 

Very  Good 

The  characters  are  a  crow  and  a 
fox.  The  crow,  who  is  spending  the 
Winter  up  North,  sees  rescue  from 
starvation  when  the  fox  heaves  into 
sight  with  a  knapsack  bulging  with 
food.  Crow  and  fox  fight  over  the 
food,  which  both  lose  in  the  end. 
The  Dave  Fleischer  item,  done  in 
Technicolor,  is  a  classy  cartoon 
packed  with  laughs. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  is  "keen  for  comedy  attrac- 
ts," but  that  the  policy  for  the 
proaching  season  with  respect  to 
acerial  can  be  summed  up  in  one 
i|V;ence,    namely,    "If    it's    a    good 

K-fy,    tell    it."      Hence,    the    poten- 
'uities   of   stories   and   scripts  will 
termine    whether    the    studio    will 
ake  them. 

Rights  to  Kressman  Taylor's  "Ad- 
ess  Unknown,"  have  been  acquired 
Sam  Wood,  who  will  produce  it 
r  Columbia  as  one  of  the  company's 
ajor  offerings.  Novelette  was  first 
.blished  in  "Story"  magazine,  was 
printed  in  "Readers  Digest,"  and 
en  published  in  book  form. 
Montague  declared  that  "The  More 
e  Merrier"  is  "very  likely  to  be 
■e  biggest  grosser  in  Columbia's 
story,  including  the  Capra  pic- 
res,"  and  that  the  film  is  piling  up 
ipnomenal  takes  everywhere.  In 
me  situations,  where  it  starts  off 
ing  so-called  normal  business  in 
e  first  day  or  two,  the  daily  reve- 
te  mounts  progressively,  demon- 
rating  the  picture's  entertainment 
.lue  and  the  favorable  reaction 
ought  by  patrons'  wo:  d-of-mouth 
mments  upon  it. 

Today,  immediately  after  the  Co- 
,mbia  regional's  windup,  Montague 
aves  the  city  for  Los  Angeles,  and 
ill   then   go   to   San   Francisco   for 

1(e  sales  conclave  there  on  June  5 
d  6. 
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ock   for   each   share    of    Universal 

ctures  Co.  common. 

.  Joseph     M.     Proskauer,     general 

unsel  for  Universal  Corp.,  pointed 

it  that  adoption  of  the  plan  would 

J I  crease  the  efficiency  of  operations 

Universal  and   would  reduce  ex- 

3  |;nses  through  simplification  of  the 

!   ':porate   organization   set-up   . 

iagara  Drive-In  Folds 

Buffalo  —  Its   business   kayoed   by 

:e  renewed  ban  on  pleasure  driving 

the   East,   the    Niagara    Drive-In 

I   leater.  between  Buffalo  and  Niag- 

:■    a  Falls,  has  folded. 

I  


ecision  Reserved 
1  "U"  Merger  Plan 


WEDDING  BELLS 


■:".•  ■ 


est    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

5  Hollywood — Frank  Albertson  and 
race  Gillern  will  be  married  in 
mta   Barbara   Saturday. 


Naomi  Hodes,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
is.  Phil  Hodes,  will  be  married 
jnday  to  Lt.  Martin  Shotland  at 
ie  Temple  Beth  El,  Great  Neck. 
he  bride's  father  is  assistant  to 
.ob  Wolff,  RKO's  metropolitan  dis- 
ict  manager. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

MARY   GANLEY,   termer,    M-G-M. 
RONALD   GRAHAM,    termer,    20th-Fox. 


CASTINGS 

SAM  LEVENE.  JACK  MULHALL  and  CRANT 
WITHERS,  "Whistling  in  Brooklyn,"  M-C-M; 
OLSEN  AND  JOHNSON,  "They-re  All  Crazy," 
Universal;  FRANK  McHUGH  and  HARRY  FITZ- 
GERALD, untitled  Bing  Crosby,  Paramount 
MAREK  WINDHEIM  and  RICHARD  HACEMAN. 
"Hi  Diddle  Diddle,"  Andrew  Stone-UA;  JACK 
CARSON,  "The  Widow  Who  Wouldn't  Weep," 
Warners;  ALEXIS  SMITH,  "The  Horn  Blows 
at  Midnight,"  Warners;  ANITA  LOUISE  and 
FRANK  CRAVEN,  "Restless  Lady,"  Columbia; 
JACKIE  COOPER  and  SAM  LEVINE,  "Ground 
Crew,"  Monogram;  CEORGE  CHANDLER,  "With- 
out Notice,"  Columbia;  CHARLES  BARNET 
and  JAN  SAVITT  ORKS.,  "Jam  Session,"  Colum- 
bia. 

VICTOR  FRANCEN,  "Passage  to  Marseilles," 
Warners;  NICEL  BRUCE,  "Frenchman's  Creek," 
Paramount;  ROSE  HOBART  and  ROBERT  ARM- 
STRONG, "The  Mad  Ghoul,"  Universal;  SIGRID 
CURIE,  "Strange  Music,"  PRC;  SPENCER  TRACY, 
"They  Were   Expendable,"    M-C-M. 

MARY  BOLAND,  "In  Our  Time,"  Warners; 
SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE,  "The  Empty  Room," 
20th-Fox;  SIDNEY  TOLER,  "Charlie  Chan  in 
Secret  Service,"  Monogram;  ALLAN  (ONES,  "All 
Out  for  Rhythm,"  Universal;  DONNA  MAE 
JADEN.  "Meet  the  'People,"  M-G-M;  VICTOR 
FRANCEN,  "Passage  to  Marseilles,"  Warners; 
LOUIS  CALHERN  and  GLADYS  GEORCE,  "No- 
body's Darling,"  Republic;  VICTOR  KILIAN, 
"Johnny  Come  Lately,"  Cagney-UA;  JOHN  CAR- 
RADINE,  "Revenge  of  the  Zombies,"  Monogram; 
TEDDI  SHERMAN,  "The  Cunmaster,"  Harry  Sher- 
man-UA:  LYNDA  CREY,  "Forty  Thieves,"  Sher- 
man-UA;  GRACE  LIM  and  FRANCES  CHAN,  "The 
Clock  Struck  Twelve,"  Columbia;  RAY  MILLAND, 
"Ministry    of    Fear,"    Paramount. 

LIONEL  BARRYMORE,  VAN  JOHNSON,  KEYE 
LUKE  and  MARILYN  MAXWELL,  "Three  Men  in 
White."  M-G-M;  WILLIAM  FARNUM  and  TEX 
RITTER,  "Frontier  Bad  Man,"  Universal;  MORONI 
OLSEN,  "The  Song  of  Bernadette,"  20th-Fox; 
DICKIE  HALL  and  BARBARA  PEPPER,  "Amer- 
ica," M-C-M;  CARY  CRANT,  "My  Client," 
Curly,"  Columbia;  ALLAN  JONES.  "All  Out 
for  Rhythm,"  Universal;  HOWARD  JOHNSON 
and  FRED  NURNEY,  "Strange  Music,"  PRC; 
ISABEL  JEWELL  and  WANDA  McKAY,  "Danger- 
Women  at  Work,"  PRC;  PERCY  KILBRIDE, 
ARTHUR  HOHL,  DEWEY  ROBINSON  and  MAR- 
LENE  MAINS,  "The  Gunmaster,"  Harry  Sherman- 
UA;  CALE  STORM  and  BILL  HENRY,  "Nearly 
Eighteen,"  Monogram;  BOB  STEELE,  "Revenge 
of  the  Zombies,"  Monogram;  ERROL  FLYNN, 
"Singing  in  the  Wilderness,"  Warners;  HARRY 
CAREY,  "Happy  Land,"  20th-Fox;  ALAN  MAR- 
SHALL, "Frenchman's  Creek,"  Paramount;  JANET 
BLAIR,  "Heart  of  a  City,"  Columbia;  KATHLEEN 
HOWARD,   "Without   Notice,"   Columbia. 

JOAN     CAULFIELD     and     BARRY     SULLIVAN,  ! 
"Our  Hearts  Were  Young  and   Gay,"    Paramount;  ! 
JOE    E.    BROWN    and    MARTHA    RAYE,    "Pin-Up  I 
Cirl,"   20th-Fox;    PATTI    BRILIE   and    MARGARET' 
LANDRY,     "Around     the     World,"      RKO;     DON 
AMUCHE     and     FRANCES     DEE.     "Happy     Land," 
20th-Fox;    DAVID   WILLOCK,    "The   Story   of    Dr. 
Wassell,"  Paramount;   RALPH    BYRD   and   MINOR 
WATSON.   "Guadalcanal    Diary,"  20th-Fox;  WIL- 
LIAM   DEMAREST    and    DWIGHT    FRYE,    "Rest- 
less Lady,'  Columbia. 

EDDIE  BRACKEN,  WILLIAM  BENDIX  and  CIL 
LAMB,  "Ready,  Willing  and  4-F,"  Paramount; 
WALLY  BROWN  and  ALAN  CARNEY,  "Adven- 
tures of  a  Rookie,"  RKO;  CHARLES  WIN- 
NINCER  and  NANCY  WALKER,  "Along  Broad- 
way," M-C-M;  CARL  ESMOND,  "Ministry  of 
Fear."  Paramount  WARREN  HYMER,  ALLAN 
BYRON,  VINCE  BARNETT,  FORREST  TAYLOR 
and  VERNELL  VERNON,  "Danger-Women  at 
Work,  iPRC;  JACKIE  JENKINS,  "America," 
M-C-M;  ILENE  BREWER,  "Without  Notice," 
Columbia. 

ALICE  FAYE  and  RONALD  GRAHAM,  "Green- 
wich Village,"  20th-Foxi  JOAN  LESLIE,  The 
Young  and  Brave,"  Warners;  TRUDY  MAR- 
SHALL and  ROBERT  BAILEY,  "Dancing  Masters," 
20th-Fox;  XAVIER  CUCAT  and  orchestra,  "Tropi- 
cana,"  Columbia;  NAZIMOVA,  "In  Our  Time," 
Warners;  HNKY  TOMLIN,  "Manhattan  Bucka- 
roo,"  Columbia;  CARL  ESMOND,  "Ministry  of 
Fear,"  Paramount;  ANITA  LOUISE,  "Nine  Girls," 
Columbia;  MILES  MANDER,  "Attack  by  Night," 
Columbia;  SHIRLEY  PATTERSON,  "Jam  Ses- 
sion,"   Columbia, 


STORY  PURCHASES 

"Good     Night,     Ladies,"     Columbia. 

Sor.g,    "Johnny   Got  a   Zero,"   Columbia. 

KRESSMAN  TAYLOR'S  "Address  Unknown,"  Sam 
Wood. 

MARION  PARSONNET'S  original,  "Moon  at  Mid- 
night,"   M-G-M. 

SIGNED  

JEAN   KEAN,  seven  years,   Republic. 

EMMET  LAVERY,  seven-year  producer-writer 
deal,   RKO. 

H.  R.  HAY'S  "Stranger  on  the  Highway,"  20th- 
Fox. 

KATHRYN  FORBES'  "Mama's  Bank  Account." 
RKO. 

CHARLES  L.  LEONARD'S  "The  Fanatic  of  Fez," 
RKO. 

HARRISON  HOWELL'S  "Bataan  to  Japan,"  Mon- 
ogram. 

JOHNTON  McCULLEYs  "Outlaws  of  Stampede 
Pass,"     Monogram. 

REOPTIONED 

KENNETH  MACCOWAN,  producer,  20th-Fox. 
WALLY  WESTMORE,  two  years,  Paramount. 
SIR    CTD^IC    HARDWICKE,    another    year,    20th- 

Fox. 
PATTI   BRILLE,  20th-Fox. 
MARCARET    LANDRY,    20th-Fox. 
SIGNE    HASSO,    M-G-M. 
KENNETH    MACGOWAN,   20th-Fox. 
GAIL    PATRICK,    termer,    Paramount. 
• 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"Corvette  K255,"  formerly  "Corvettes  in  Ac- 
tion,"   Universal. 

"Isle  of  Forgotten  S'ns,"  formerly  "Tidal  Wjve,' 
PRC. 

"Lady  from  Mexico."  formerly,  "Oh,  Baby," 
PRC. 

"The  City  That  Stopped  Hitler,"  formerly, 
"Victory   at   Stalingrad,"    Taramount. 

"Along  Broadway,"  formerly  "Up  and  Down 
Broadway,"    M-G-M. 


Warners'  30  Scripts 
Sets  Peak  for  Year 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Writing  activity  at 
Warners  Studios  has  set.  a  new  high 
for  the  year,  with  nearly  three  dozen 
writers  busy  on  30  stories.  Peak 
schedule  will  be  maintained  through- 
out the  Summer. 

Properties  in  various  stages  of 
work  include  "Country  Lawyer," 
"Nobody  Lives  Forever,"  "Danger 
Signal,"  '"Battle  Cry,"  "The  Con- 
spi:  ators,"  "Three  Strangers,"  "The 
Horn  Blows  at  Midnight,"  "The  Time 
Between,"  "Conflict,"  "The  Widow 
Wouldn't  Weep,"  "Rhapsody  in 
Blue,"  "Gay  Nineties,"  "Deep  Val- 
ley," "Passage  to  Marseilles," 
"Young  and  the  Brave,"  "Treasure 
of  the  Sierra  Madre,"  "Daddies," 
"Marilyn  Miller,"  "Will  Rogers," 
'  Humoresque,"  "Singing  in  the  Wil- 
derness," "Green  Eyes,"  "Shine  On, 
Ha:  vest  Moon,"  "Night  Shift,"  "Des- 
tination, Tokyo,"  "Here  Come  the 
Girls"  and  four  untitled  originals. 


Tumps  B.  O.  Scale  Six  Cents 

Washington,  Conn. — Joseph  Reed 
has  upped  admissions  here  and  at 
the  Bantam  theater  from  44  to  50 
cents,  and  for  children,  from  17  to 
20  cents.  Bantam  has  gone  into  its 
summer  full-week  schedule. 


Gossip  Of  The  Market  Place 

Specific  And  General  Comment 
Of  Interest  To  Investors  And  Traders 


Some  Statistics  On  America's 
$2  Billion  "Movie"  Business 

The  American  motion  picture 
industry  has  a  capital  investment 
estimated  at  $2,061,000,000,  accord- 
ing to  industry  statistics  compiled 
for  the  1943  edition  of  the  Film  Daily 
Year  Book.  Of  the  investment 
$1,900,000,000  is  in  theaters,  $126,- 
000,000,  in  studios;  $25,000,000  in 
distribution;  and  $10,000,000  in  non- 
theatrical  enterprises.  The  industry 
contributes  approximately  $360,589,- 
600  annually  in  federal  taxes  and 
additional  $250,000,000  in  taxes  to 
state  and  local  governments. 

Hollywood  has  74  producers  of 
feature  films,  32  producing  short 
subjects,  nine  working  on  cartoons, 
while  there  are  six  producers  of 
news  reels  in  the  United  States.  A 
total  of  376  feature  films  were  pro- 
duced by  major  companies  in  the 
United  States  last  year.  The  average 
negative  costs  per  feature  was 
$336,600,  and  the  average  number 
of  "shooting"  days  for  photograph- 
ing a  feature  was  22.  A  total  of  276 
different  industries,  arts  and  profes- 
sions are  involved  in  the  making  of 
a  motion  picture. 

Hollywood  spent  $4,975,000  for 
stories  which  it  purchased  last  year. 


The  top  price  for  a  Broadway  play 
was  $300,000  for  "Eve  of  St.  Mark," 
acquired  by  20th  Century-Fox.  The 
top  price  paid  for  a  novel  was  $300,- 
000,  also  by  20th  Century-Fox,  for 
John  Steinbeck's  "The  Moon  Is 
Down."  The  top  price  paid  for  an 
original  story  was  $60,000  by  M-G-M 
for  "The  Human  Comedy,"  by  Wil- 
liam Saroyan. 

The  17,728  theaters  operating  in 
the  United  States  on  Jan.  1,  1943, 
contain  11,542,093  seats.  The  aver- 
age weekly  attendance  of  U.  S.  film 
theaters  in  1942  is  estimated  at 
90,000,000,  which  duplicates  the  rec- 
ord high  first  reached  in  1930  when 
the  "talking"  pictures  boomed  at- 
tendance. In  1933  the  depression 
low  of  60,000,000  was  established. 
The  film  theaters  in  the  United  States 
had  an  estimated  gross  of  $1,193,400,- 
000  in  1942,  exclusive  of  federal  and 
state  admission  taxes.  There  is  said 
to  be  one  motion  picture  theater 
seat  for  every  12  inhabitants  in  the 
United  States.  The  average  movie 
theater  admission  price  last  year, 
exclusive   of  taxes,   was   25.5   cents. 

Of  the  money  taken  in  by  the 
theaters,  65%  of  total  receipts, 
exclusive  of  admission  taxes,  is  re- 
tained for  local  expenses,  and  35% 
turned   over  to  the   film   distributor. 
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Government  Surveying  Foreign  Film  Markets 


Consuls  Filling  In  Six- 
Part  Questionnaire  For 
Department  of  Commerce 

(Continued  f  om  Page  1) 

Dept.  last  Winter  seat  the  question- 
naire to  all  U.  S.  Consulate  offices. 
Answers  have  been  coming  through 
for    some    time    and    Golden's    over- 
all report  is  due  within  a  few  months. 
Disclosure    that    the    Govern- 
ment  has   been   quietly   survey- 
ing   foreign    film    markets    with 
a  view  to  their  post-war  devel- 
opment is  seen  as  an  answer  to 
criticism    that    nothing    was    be- 
ing done  on  the  important  prob- 
lem   which    has    been    receiving 
attention    in    some    other    coun- 
tries,   particularly    England. 

In  that  couniry  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Film  Produc- 
ers' Association  is  releasing  a 
series  of  reports  and  recommen- 
dations for  British  policy  in 
United  Nations  countries  and  in 
markets  to  be  opened  up  on  ces- 
sation of  hostilities.  Thus  far 
the  committee  has  advocated  a 
representative  joint  marketing 
board  to  explore  the  market  for 
British  pictures  in  the  South 
American  countries  and  Soviet 
Russia.  Recently  a  stage  of 
Pinewood  Studios  was  made 
available  for  the  sub-titling  and 
dubbing  of  British  films  in  readi- 
ness for  the  time  when  pictures 
can  be  shown  in  countries  now 
occupied  by  the  Axis. 

Dubbing  will  be  done  on  a 
non-profit  basis  and  distribu- 
tors are  urged  to  forward  lists 
of  films  they  believe  worthy  of 
dubbing  or  sub-titling.  Commit- 
tee also  seemed  concerned  over 
the  market  for  British  films  in 
the  U.  S.  and  whether  the  short- 
age of  raw  stock  will  hamper 
distribution  of  English  films  in 
this   country. 

Six  main  sections  of  the  Com- 
merce-State Dept.  questionnaire 
were  as  follows:  Volume  of  films 
shown,  volume  of  film  attendance, 
quality  of  films  shown  (propaganda 
emphasis,  if  £ny),  audience  reac- 
tions and  preferences,  local  controls 
over  films  shown,  and  suggestions 
for    improving    the    effectiveness    of 


Cops  Space  Aplenty 
For    Hotfoot    Pals 

Republic  has  more  than  its  stal- 
wart film  heroes  and  justice-dispens- 
ing cowboy  stars  to  preserve  law  and 
order.  There's  also  in  the  Yates  home 
off  ce  brood  a  Captain  of  the  New 
York  City  Patrol  Corps.  He  is 
Charles  Reed  Jones,  Republic's  di- 
rector of  publicity  and  advertising. 
In  next  Sunday's  issue  of  the  mag- 
azine, "This  Week,"  distributed 
hereabouts  as  a  section  of  the  New 
York  Herald  Tribune,  there  is  an 
article  penned  by  Capt.  Jones,  titled 
"Want  To   Be   a  Cop?" 


New  Theater-Hotel 
Project  in  Vancouver 

Vancouver,  B.  C. — A  deluxe  the- 
ater, with  a  hotel  as  part  of  the 
structure,  is  rumored  in  the  planning 
stages.  While  Government  rules  pro- 
h  bit  new  construction,  backers  be- 
lieve it  possible  to  overcome  the  ob- 
jection via  a  popular  petition  show- 
ing the  need  for  a  new  theater  in 
this  overcrowded  city  which  has  had 
no  new  amusement  facilities  for 
some  years. 


Combat  Pix  Real  Draw  As 
Fans  Recognize  Relatives 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    iDAILi' 

Washington — Exhibitors  through- 
out the  country  are  finding  more  and 
more  interest  in  combat  footage  be- 
cause of  the  frequency  with  which 
members  of  the  audience  are  recog- 
nizing relatives  and  friends  among 
oui  nation's  fighting  men.  As  more 
and  more  good  combat  footage  comes 
in  from  our  camera  units — and  in 
captured  axis  film  showing  prisoner 
sequences  —  exhibitors  are  finding 
that  they've  a  real  draw  in  this  film. 


£>asiiis  Spssd  Take-over 
Of  Buffalo's  Lafayette 


Buffalo — Basil  Brothers  Theaters 
has  taken  over  the  Lafayette,  down- 
town first-run,  from  A.  Charles  Hay- 
man,  who  operated  it  13  years. 
Geo:ge  H.  Mackenna  remains  as 
house  manager  under  Basil  and  Ger- 
ald M.  Westergren,  advertising  man- 
ager for  Basils'  community  theaters, 
becomes  Lafayette's  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation manager.  Richard  J. 
Walsh,  previous  publicity  chief  for 
the  house,  has  joined  the  Hayman 
executive  staff  at  Niagara  Falls  in 
operation  of  the  Strand  and  Cataract 
Theate:  s. 

The  Basil  circuit  bought  the  100- 
office  Lafayette  Theater  Building 
several  weeks  ago.  Transfer  of  op- 
eration originally  was  scheduled  for 
about  July  4. 


UA  Sales  Meet  in  Chi. 

Chicago — Carl  Leserman  UA  sales 
manager  and  Edwaid  Schnitzer 
hold  a  sales  meeting  here  tomorrow. 


Akrens  Joins  Chi.  REO  Grand 

Chicago — Walter  Ak:  ens  named 
managing  director  of  RKO's  Grand 
Theater,  opening  Friday  as  a  first- 
run  house. 


American  films  in  the  given  region. 

Each  of  these  main  headings  is 
broken  down  in  detail.  Under  the 
first  section,  consuls  were  asked  to 
supply  the  number  and  capacities  of 
all  theaters  in  their  area,  geograph- 
ical distribution  of  theaters  by  map, 
figures  on  local  production  and  in- 
vestment arranged  by  film  type,  the 
full  story  on  imports  by  country  of 
origin  and  type  of  film,  and  film  ex- 
port details. 

Film  Attendance  Checked 

Under  Volume  of  Film  Attendance, 
consuls  were  asked  to  list  the  total 
film  audience  per  year,  frequency 
of  attendance,  group  differentials, 
times  of  showings,  box-office  scales, 
and  economic  data. 

For  the  third  section,  Quality  of 
Films  Shown,  consuls  were  asked 
to  write  separate  discussions  of  fea- 
tures, newsreels,  educationals  and 
documentaries,  cartoons,  language  of 
films,  and  the  extent  of  dubbing  and 
titling   in   other   languages. 

In  the  Audience  Reactions  and 
Preferences  section,  questionnaire 
asks  specific  answers  as  to  audi- 
ence reaction  to  U.  S.  films  gener- 
ally, war  films,  cartoons,  Nazi  news- 
reels,  sentimental  films,  adventures, 
love  triangles,  among  others.  State 
Dept.  representatives  were  asked  to 
survey  theater  owners  to  discover 
rhe  audience  reaction  (laughter, 
clapping,  booing,  shouting,  crying, 
etc.)  during  the  performance,  and  to 
get  an  idea  of  audience  comments 
as  they  leave  the  theaters.  Propa- 
ganda influence  of  Axis,  neutral, 
United  Nations  and  domestic  films 
is  sought,  as  well  as  a  general  sum- 
mary of  the  influence  of  the  screen 
on  domestic  political  attitudes. 


Sixth  section,  Local  Controls,  asks 
for  complete  information  on  controls 
over  film  personnel,  forced  elimina- 
tion of  old  films,  censorship,  domes- 
tic production  policies,  import  poli- 
cies and  discrimination  in  import, 
regulations  concerning  Eudience  be- 
havior (is  it  forbidden  to  leave  dur- 
ing the  middle  of  a  picture,  for  in- 
stance ? ) ,  regulations  controlling 
projection  and  such  controls  as 
forced  inclusions  of  certain  items  in 
film  programs. 

Detailed  Criticism  Sought 

Consuls  are  encouraged  to  include 
their  own  thoughts  with  sugges- 
tions and  comments  not  specifically 
called  for  by  the  questionnaire.  In 
conclusion  they  are  asked  for  de- 
tailed criticism  of  and  suggestions 
for  U.  S.  films  to  be  shown  in  their 
regions.  Discussion  is  ssked  on  the- 
matic emphasis,  types  of  films,  ac- 
tors, and — propaganda  content  and 
type. 

In  addition,  names  and  addresses  of 
local  film  companies,  including  U.  S. 
distributors,  are  to  be  listed  along 
with  local  film  officials  who  might  be 
helpful  or  otherwise  in  the  pushing 
of  U.  S.  films.  Also  data  on  projec- 
tion apparatus  available  in  theaters, 
schools  and  public  buildings,  and 
details  of  circulations,  rates,  and 
names  of  publishers  of  leading  ad- 
vertising  media. 

Although  all  answers  have  not  yet 
been  received,  Golden  said  results 
have  been  excellent  thus  far  and  he 
is  working  on  the  extensive  report. 
Excerpts  from  some  of  the  returns 
have  appeared  in  Foreign  Commerce 
Weekly  during  the  past  several 
months. 


WAR  SERVICE 

.  . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Graduation     exercises     for    25    voluj 
Nurse's  Aides  will  take  place  on  the  J^) 
of   Loew's   Metropolitan,    Brooklyn,   June   'I 

Similar  ceremonies  with  seventy  Nurse' 
Aides  participating,  will  take  place  on  th 
stage  of  Loew's  Valencia  Theater,  Jamaic; 
the  same  n!ght.  The  indication  of  thes 
Nurse's  Aides  on  the  stage  is  part  of  th 
Red  Cross  campaign  to  secure  volunteer: 
in  which  Loew's  theaters  are  actively  par 
ticipating. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  —  Five  Fox-Midwes 
nabes  have  opened  their  doors  to  the  Horn 
Volunteer  Wartime  Food  School  for  teach 
ing  cocking  efficiency  under  the  wartim 
rationing.  Classes  are  taught  at  the  the 
aters  from  1 :30  to  3  P.  M. — each  hous 
serving  one  day  per  week  over  the  three 
week  period. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Hartford — Second  city  in  the  country 
after  New  York,  Hartford  has  organize 
its  exhibs.  for  a  campaign  in  co-operatio 
with  the  Red  Cross  to  obtain  blood  donor 
Henry  Needles,  Warner  district  manage 
is  chairman.  Theater  booths  are  bein 
erected  and  manned  with  volunteers. 


Orders  "Moscow"  Placard 
Removed  from  City  Buses 

Immediate  recall  of  all  'Missio: 
to  Moscow"  movie-of-the-month  pla 
cards,  which  have  been  displayed  fo 
more  than  three  weeks  in  approxi 
mately  8,000  city-owned  buses,  sub 
way,  elevated  and  trolley  cars,  wa 
ordered  yesterday  by  William  Jer 
ome  Daly,  secretary  of  the  New  Yo.l 
City  Board  of  Transportation,  fol 
lowing  representations  that  wordini 
of  the  placards  allegedly  placed  Ne\ 
York  City,  as  operator  of  the  transi 
lines,  in  the  light  of  officially  sane 
tioning  a  motion  picture  which  ha 
been  the  center  of  bitter  controveisy 

On  the  basis  of  regular  subwa, 
ad  estimates,  placards  have  alread; 
been  in  view  of  approximately  150, 
000,000  riders,  and  they  would  com 
down  within  a  relatively  few  day 
anyway,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 

Contacted  last  night  for  commen 
on  the  placards'  removal,  Warnei 
home  office  had  no  statement. 


Duals'  End  Brings  Slump 

St.  John,  N.  B. — Mayfair,  switch 
ing  from  duals  to  singles,  saw  busi 
ness  slump. 


"Bombardier"  Hangs 
Up  Records  in  Texas 

Through  an  inadvertent  error,  it 
was  printed  yesterday  that  RKO's 
"Bombardier"  grossed  $5,700  in  its 
first  week  in  San  Antonio  and  $2,- 
200  in  Austin.  Those  figures  repre- 
sent the  opening  day's  grosses, 
thereby   hanging   up   new    records. 
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RESCENT  ATTACKS  FINDINGS  OF  COURT 

Exchange  Mgr.  Ordered  to  Get  " Essentia!"  Job 


Metro's  Goldstein  Fifth 
.  Haven  Film  Man  Given 
)  Days  to  Get  a  War  Job 


M 
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Simultaneously  with  the  announce- 
•jit  that  Maurice  Goldstein,  M-G-M 
change  manager  in  New  Haven, 
d  been  added  to  the  list  of  film 
fcn  who  had  been  directed  to  get 
-o  an  "essential"  industry,  it  was 
ported  that  a  clarification  of  the 
ttter  might  be  forthcoming  short- 
from   the   Federal    Selective   Ser- 

Goldstein  was  the  fifth  film  man  in 
i  New  Haven  territory  to  receive 
ffl  BO-day  notice  to  enter  an  "essen- 

a,  (Continued  on  Page  11) 


U"  Opens  Chicago 
lales  Meet  June  15 


arold  Rodner  to  Receive 
ollins  Honorary  Degree 

Harold  Rodner,  Warner  executive, 
Et  New  York  over  the  week-end 
1  Winter  Park,  Fla.,  where  he  will 
ceive  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Hu- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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f    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Universal  will  hold  a 
ree-day  sales  meeting  at  the 
ackstone  Hotel,  Chicago,  opening 
June  15,  it  was  announced  here 
er  the  week-end  by  William  A. 
ully,  company's  sales  chief. 
Home  office  and  studio  execs,  will 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


48-Hr.  Week  Looms 
For  Los  Angeles  Area 

Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  A  mandatory  48- 
hour  week  throughout  the  Los  An- 
geles area  has  been  recommended  by 
the  Southern  California  area  Man- 
power Committee  and  is  expected  to 
become  effective  in  30  days.  The 
Manpower  Commission  representa- 
tive said  the  recommendation  would 
♦  be  approved.  Several  studios  are  al- 
ready operating  on  a  48-hour  week. 
Conference  of  studio  unions  also 
favors  $  48-hour  week. 


LATE  NEWS  BULLETINS 


ADELPHI  THEATER  ANTI-TRUST  CASE  DISMISSED 

Chicago — The  Adelphi  Theater  anti-trust  case,  involving  the  Chicago  clearance 
situation,  was  dismissed  Friday  by  Federal  Judge  Phillip  Sullivan  at  the  request  of 
Aaron  Stein,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs.  This  action  was  filed  several  years  ago  by 
Illinois  Allied  members  and  had  been  contested  by  the  distributors  and  circuits.  Fink  & 
Adcock    represent   the   defendants. 


JACK  DAVIS  NAMED  REP.  HUB  MANAGER 

Appointment  of  Jack  Davis  as  manager  of  Republic's  Boston  exchange  was  an- 
nounced at  the  week-end  by  J.  R.  Grainger,  president.  Davis  formerly  was  a  salesman 
at  the  Boston  branch.     He  assumes  his  new  post  today. 


VFW  ASSAILS  "MOSCOW'S"  CRITICS 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    [DAILY 
Washington — Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  lined  up  behind  "Mission  to  Moscow"  in  the 
current    heated    controversy    at    the    week-end    when    Victor    E.    Devereaux,    Americanism 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


20lh-Fox  Backing  3     Many  Industries  Pay 
Plays  for  Jed  Harris    Tribute  to  Nathanson 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Jed  Harris  has  an- 
nounced three  new  Broadway  stage 
plays  which  will  be  produced  by  the 
new  Jed  Harris  Production  Enter- 
prises, which  20th  Century-Fox  is 
backing.  Associated  with  Harris 
will  be  Harry  Goetz. 

First  of  the  new  plays  is  "Jaco- 
bowsky   and   the   Colonel"   by   Franz 
i  Continued  on  Page  3) 

Schlaifer  Named  20th-Fox 
H.  O.  Rep.  by  Connors 

L.  J.  (Jack)  Schlaifer  has  been 
appointed  home  office  representative 
by  Tom  J.  Connors,  20th-Fox  distri- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Toronto — Undoubtedly  the  great- 
est gathering  of  executives  in  the 
motion  picture  business  and  affil- 
iated industries,  including  the  world 
of  finance,  Toionto  has  ever  known 
paid  tribute  to  the  memory  of  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  builder  of  a  film  empire, 
at  the  solemn  funeral  service  Sunday 
conducted  by  Rabbi   Maurice  Eisen- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


Myers  Warns  Against 
Complacency  Over  Boom 


Any  tendency  towards  complacency 
over  boom  conditions  in  defense  pro- 
duction areas  should  be  halted  by  a 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


306  Seitles  $3,000,000  Suit 

Accepts  $150,000  in  Action  vs.  Loew's,  et  al. 


Beacon,  East  Orange,  N.  J., 
Appeals  from  Dismissal 


An  appeal  from  the  dismissal  of 
a  clearance  complaint  has  been  filed 
in  New  York  by  the  M.J.M.  Operat- 
ing Co.  on  behalf  of  the  Beacon 
Theater,  East  Orange,  N.  J.     Com- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Out-of-court  settlement  of  its  $3,- 
000,000  back-pay  suit  against  Loew's, 
Inc.,  the  Marcus  Loew  Booking 
agency  and  the  RKO  Service  Corp. 
was  disclosed  by  Local  306,  Motion 
Picture  Machine  Operators  Union, 
on  Friday  on  the  announcement  that 
its  membership  had  approved  accept- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Allegations  That  Court 
Adopted  Them  From  Gov't 
Brief  Seen  Appeal  Basis 

Nashville — Charges  that  his  find- 
ings of  fact,  filed  on  March  3,  are 
in  many  instances  "adopted  from 
the  Government  brief  and  not  sup- 
ported by  the  evidence"  are  made 
against  Federal  Judge  Elmer  D.  Da- 
vies  by  George  D.  Armistead,  chief 
counsel  for  Crescent  Amusement 
Co.,  in  a  motion  filed  last  Thursday 
containing  allegations  that  are  said 
to  afford  ample  basis  for  an  appeal 
of  the  case  to  a  higher  court  if  the 
defendants   elect   to   do   so. 

Asking  that  "all  such  findings  and 
parts  of  findings  be  eliminated"  from 
the  findings,  the  motion  claims:  "De- 

(Continucd  on   Page  11) 

Hold  Capital  Parleys 
On  Film  Delivery 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   .DAILY 

Washington  —  Conferences  were 
held  here  at  the  week-end  in  an  ef- 
fort to  relieve  the  film  carrying  sit- 
uation in  New  Yoi'k  state  where  film 
is  handled  by  contract  carriers 
rather  than  by  common  carrier: 
Henderson  M.  Richey  of  M-G-M, 
representing  the  WAC  distributors' 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Uniform  Rental  System 
Talked  for  War  Shorts 


A  uniform  system  of  rentals  for 
the  26  war  shorts  made  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  major  companies  is 
believed  to  be  in  the  offing  for  the 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Breen  to  Continue 
As  Advisor  to  CtAA 

Washington- Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  — .  Joseph  I.  Breen, 
PCA  director  for  the  MPPDA,  will 
continue  to  serve  the  Co-ordinator 
of  Inter-American  Affairs  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity  for  an  indefinite 
period,  it  was  reported  over  the 
week-end.  Continued  CIAA  stint, 
however,  will  not  interfere  with  his 
industry  code  duties. 
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Industry  Execs.  Dinner 
Guests  of  Gen.  Osborne 


Industry  executives  were  the 
guests  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  H.  Osborne 
and  the  Overseas  Motion  Picture 
Service  at  a  dinner  Friday  night  at 
the  University  Club.  Progress  of 
the  OMPS,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
War  Department's  Special  Service 
Division,  in  the  distribution  of  pic- 
tures to  the  armed  forces  was  dis- 
cussed. 

Attending  the  dinner  were  Barney 
Balaban,  J.  J.  O'Connor,  Jack  Conn, 
Peter  Rathvon,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck. 
Spyros  Skouras,  Joe  Hazen,  Harry 
Warner,  Walter  Titus,  O.  Henry 
Briggs,  William  German,  George  A. 
Scanlon,  Francis  Harmon,  Joseph 
Seidelman,  Lt.  Col.  Hugh  Bullock, 
Lt.  Col.  Franklin  Forsberg,  Major 
John  Hubbell,  Major  Orton  Hicks 
and   Captain  Bev.   Lion. 


Wilk  on  Synagogue  War  Com. 

Jacob  Wilk,  production  manager 
for  Warners  in  the  East,  has  been 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Synagogue  War  Activities, 
New  York  Federation  of  Syna- 
gogues. Wilk  will  represent  the 
Jewish  Community  Center  of  White 
Plains. 


Triples  Creep  Hack 
In  Chicago  Theaters 

Chicago  —  Triple  programs  are 
creeping  back  into  the  Chicago  pic- 
ture. Ten  houses  advertised  triple 
features  last  week. 

Only  one,  the  Adelphi,  operated  by 
Ludwig  Sussman,  Allied  director, 
offered  crystalware  premiums. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture    and    Distributor  Theater 

The   Human   Comedy    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures)— 14th   week Astor 

Mission    to    Moscow    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)— 5th   week Hollywood 

Lady   of   Burlesque    (United   Artists-Hunt   Stromberg) — 3rd   week Capitol 

The   More   the   Merrier   (Columbia   Pictures) — 3rd   week Music   Hall 

Action  in  the  North  Atlantic   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures)— 2nd  week Strand 

Five    Graves    to    Cairo    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

My  Friend  Flicka   (Twentieth  Century-Fox) Roxy 

Cabin    in    the    Sky    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Criterion 

This  Land  is  Mine  (RKO  Radio  Pictures) Rivoli 

Corregidor    (Producers    Releasing    Corp.) Globe 

Murder    in    Times    Square    (Columbia    Pictures) Abbey 

Night  Plane  from  Chungking  (Paramount  Pictures) Rialto 

The     Moon     is     Down     (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

Cowboy   in   Manhattan    (Universal    Pictures)    (a) Palace 

Spy  Train    (Monogram   Pictures) — Last  day    (a) New  York 

Raiders  of  San  Joaquin    (Universal   Pictures) — Last  day   (a) New  York 

♦    FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

La   Mia  Canzone  al  Vento   (J.  H.   Hoffberg  Co.)— 6th  week 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Masquerade  (Artkino  Pictures) — 3rd  week Stanley 

The  Virgin   of   Guadalupe    (Maya   Films) — 3rd  week World 

Cuandos    Los    Hijos    Se    Van — 2nd    week Belmont 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Background  to   Danger   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — June  2 Strand 

Bataan     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — June    3 Capitol 

The  Russian  Storm    (Artkino  Pictures) — June  7 Stanley 

The   Youngest    Profession    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

Night  Plane  from   Chungking   (Paramount  Pictures) Rialto 

Dixie    (Paramount   Pictures) — June   23 Paramount 

Pilot    No.   5    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

Coney   Island    (Twentieth  Century-Fox)    (c) Roxy 

Forever    and    a    Day    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — June    3     (a-b) Palace 

He    Hired    the    Boss    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — June   3    (a) Palace 

Jalisco    Non    Te    Piarda World 

La   Vida   de   Simon    Bolivar Belmont 

Border    Patrol     (United    Artists-Sherman) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

Terror  House    (Producers   Releasing  Cop.) — Opens   tomorrow    (a) New  York 

Tu  M'Ami,   lo  T'Amo   (J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.)    (b-c) 55th  St.  Playhouse 

(a)    Dual  bill,      (b)    Subsequent  run.      (c)    Follows  current  bill. 


K-A-O  Calls  700  Shares  of  Pfd. 

Keith- Albee-Orpheum  has  called 
for  redemption  on  July  31,  1943,  700 
shares  of  its  7  per  cent  cumulative 
convertible  preferred  stock  at  $110 
per  share  plus  accrued  dividends  to 
the  date  of  redemption.  The  re- 
demption will  take  care  of  the  cor- 
poration's sinking  fund  requirement 
on  the  preferred  stock  for  1943. 


Conn.  MPTO  Weighs  Tourney 

New  Haven  —  Connecticut  MPTO 
may  hold  its  much-anticipated  an- 
nual film  golf  tournament  this  year 
with  War  Bonds  and  Stamps  as 
prizes,  according  to  Herman  Levy, 
Connecticut  MPTO  secretary.  The 
Board  will  soon  meet  to  discuss  pros 
and  cons. 


COmiHG  fiflB  G0MG 


Bert  Lytell  Again  Named 
Actors  Equity  President  . 

Bert  Lytell  was  retained  as  pre: 
ident  of  Actors  Equity  on  Friday 
the  organization's  annual  election  ; 
the  Hotel  Astor.     Augustin  Dunca 
was  moved  up  from  third  vice-pres 
dent  to   first  vice-president,   replai 
ing   Walter  Huston.      Cornelia   Ot 
Skinner  was  re-elected  second  vk( 
president.     Dudley  Digges  advance 
from  fourth  vice-president  to  tV  \ 
vice-president    to     succeed    Dune. 
Digges'   former   spot   was    given  1' 
William   Harrigan.     John   Beal  an! 
Paul  Dullzell  were  renamed  recorc 
ing  secretary  and  tresaurer,  respei; 
tively.      All    officers   will    serve   f( 
three  years. 

In  his   yearly  report  Dullzell  r<  I 
vealed  that  Equity  had  lost  900  men  i 
bers  to  the  service.    He  reported  ai 
increase  of  $31,799  in  Equity's  su: 
plus  for  a  total  of  $444,884. 

7  New  20th-Fox  Writers 

Seven  writers  newly  signed  I 
20th-Fox  have  been  shipped  to  tl 
Coast  to  boost  to  a  new  high  tl 
number  of  scriveners  at  the  studi 
Here  are  the  seven:  Henry  ar 
Phoebe  Ephron,  Philip  Lewis,  Rol 
ert  Tallman,  Ben  Sinkowich,  Frar 
Gabrielson  and  Henry  Clyde  Lewi 
They  will  be  joined  on  the  Coa 
this  week  by  Sylvia  Regan  and  I 
Eisenger. 


OSCAR  MORGAN,  Paramount  shorts  and  news- 
reel    head,    has   arrived    in   Los   Angeles. 

WILLIAM  PRINCE  of  the  cast  of  "The  Eve 
of  St.  Mark,"  has  reached  the  Coast,  where  he 
will  be   tested   by  Warner  Bros. 

MURIEL  WILLIAMS,  actress  who  has  played 
on  Broadway  and  in  New  England  summer  the- 
aters, is  heading  for  the  Warner  Bros,  studios 
on    the    Coast    for   screen    tests. 

TOMMY  DORSEY  and  his  bride,  the  former 
PATRICIA  DEAN,  are  in  town  for  a  10-day 
stay,  after  which  they  will  go  to  the  Coast 
where  Dorsey  will  appear  in  M-C-M's  "Broad- 
way   Melody    of    1943." 

RAMOS  COBIAN,  prominent  circuit  owner  of 
Puerto  Rico  and  PRC  franchise  holder  in  San 
Juan,   left  Saturday  for  Mexico  City. 

A.    MONTAGUE   has   arrived   in   Hollywood. 

KENNETH  THOMSON  arrives  from  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 

ARTHUR  DeBRA  reaches  Hollywood  from  New 
York  today. 

DAVE  PALFREYMAN  left  yesterday  for  the 
Coast. 

LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  HOWARD  STRICKLINC 
were  week-end  arrivals. 


HAL  HORNE  and  JACK  GOLDMAN  head  for 
the   Coast  studios   Friday. 

JOSEPH  SEIDELMAN  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast. 

HENRY  RANDEL  returns  to  his  desk  today 
following  a   Western  vacation. 

FRANK  "RICK"  RICKETSON  is  in  New  York 
from    Denver. 

JOHN  ALLEN  returned  to  Washington  today 
from  New  York. 

BRYAN  STONER  returned  to  Pittsburgh  over 
the   week-end. 

JACK  SHEA  has  left  for  a  swing  around  the 
Shea    circuit. 

EDWARD  F.  LOMBA,  manager  of  20th-Fox's 
branch  in  Bogota,  Colombia,  is  in  town  for 
conferences  with  Murray  Silverstone,  vice-presi- 
dent  in   charge   of   foreign   distribution. 

FORREST  ORR,  the  actor,  next  Monday  leaves 
for  the  Coast,  where  he  will  report  to  the  20th- 
Fox  studio  for  his  first  assignment  there. 

IRVING  MAAS,  assistant  director  of  the 
20th-Fox  international  department  who  is  on  a 
South  American  tour,  was  in  Buenos  Aires  last 
week. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in  George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER' 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue   #    Symphony  Orcheitra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reterved.    Circle    6-4600 
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lany  Industries  Pay 
ribute  to  Nathanson 


(Continued  from  Page   1  ) 

lath  of  New  York  and  Toronto  in 
Dly   Blossom   Temple   whose   great 
pacity    was    more    than    taxed    by 
turners    from    all    walks    of    life, 
jndreds     of    floral     lemembrances 
\ked    the   remains    in   wide    tiers, 
ul  a  lengthy  cortege  to  Holy  Blos- 
m    Cemetery   for    interment    gave 
rther  indications   of  the  wide  es- 
t'lii  in  which  he  was  held.     Mean- 
bile,    telegrams    poured    into    late 
sidence  from  many  unable  to  come 
inn  distant  points  in   Canada  and 
e  States  because  of  war  conditions. 
Pall-bearers   represented   the   film 
dustry,  the   Canadian   Parliament, 
madian    Broadcasting    Corp.,    the 
■ovince   of    Ontario,   the   world    of 
.nking  and  finance  as  well  as  the 
iMness  life  of  the  Dominion.  Those 
fkiating   in   an   honorary   capacity 
ere   Nicholas   M.   Schenck   of  New 
i>rk,  Sir  William  Wiseman  for  the 
iperial  Government,  Arthur  Slaght 
the  Canadian  House  of  Commons, 
0.  Johnson  of  Montreal,  Bernard 
ichell,    E.    L.    Ruddy    of    Toronto, 
t.  J.  S.  Thomason  of  Ottawa,  gen- 
al  manager  of  the  Canadian  Broad- 
sting  Corp.,  and  Hon.  W.  D.  Ross, 
:-Lieut.  Gov.  of  Ontario.     The  ac- 
*'e  pall-bearers  were  J.  E.  Tarshis, 
]dn.    Ldr.    D.    A.    Mcintosh,    C.    G. 
cCullough,  H.  R.  Bain,  Hon.   Earl 
awson,    K.    C.    H.    M.    Masters    of 
_  deon  Theaters,  T.  J.   Bragg,  asso- 
ate  of  N.  L.  Nathanson  for  almost 
quarter  of  a   century  and   Dr.   S. 
Alllawson,  Ontario  Government  official. 
A    graceful    tribute    was    :i    riublic    tribute 
in    from    J.    J.    Fitziribbons    who    SUC- 
Nathanson    as    president    of    Famous 
aycrs  Canadian   Corp.    two  years   a;-ro   after 
I  I  battle    tor    financial    control    of    the   chain, 
[I     ule    a    telegram    couched    in    sincere    terms 
eived   from   President   Barney   Balaban 
Paramount  Pictures  in  New  York. 
I  •  Fitzgibbons    stated    t Ha t    the    guidance    of 
ithanson    over    the    years    was    responsible 
^ 1  r  Famous   Players   organization    "becoming 
J  le    great     chain    of     theaters    it     is     today," 
y  Siding  that   his  career   was  a   perfect   Hortio 
»per  type   through   great   perserverance,    and 
ii    wherever   films    are   made    or   shown    be 
ould    be    greatly    missed.        Dr.    Thomson, 
neral    manager    of    Canadian    Broadcasting 
.up.    issued    statement    expressing    profound 
and    telling   of    the    loss    to    the   broad- 
sting  in  Canada  of  Nathanson's  experienced 
ship,     dynamic     quality     of     mind     and 
i  niily   spirit,   saying   that   Nathnson   looked 
urn   CBC  duties   as  a   trustee  for  the  public 
Canada. 


'ilm  Theaters  to  Help 

n  CDVO  Volunteer  Drive 


More  than  600  motion  picture  the- 
ters  in  Greater  New  York  will  co- 
perate  with  the  CDVO  in  the  lat- 
t's  drive  for  500,000  volunteers  to 
2rve  in  its  many  branches.  This 
rive,  the  slogan  of  which  is  "I  Am 
erving,"  will  continue  for  11  days 
eginning  tomorrow.  While  the  the- 
ters  will  not  be  recruiting  centers, 
ney  will  provide  those  interested 
i  joining  the  CDVO  with  all  nec- 
ssary   information. 


HCLLyWCCD  DIGEST 


War- 


20th- 


SIGNED. 

DICK  POWELL,  termer,  Paramount. 
LYNN  MERRICK,  termer,  Columbia. 
FRED     de     CORDOVA,     producer-director, 

ners. 
CARLETON   YOUNG,  20th-Fox. 
HENRY    and     PHOEBE     EPHRON,    writers. 

Fox. 
PHILIP    LEWIS,    writer,    20th-Fox. 
ROBERT   TALLMAN,    writer,   20th-Fcx. 
BEN   SINKOWICH.   writer,   20rh-Fox. 
FRANK   CABRIELSON,   writer,   20th-Fox. 
HENRY    CLYDE,    writer,    20th-Fox. 
SYLVIA    RECAN,     writer,    20th-Fox. 
JO    EISENCER,    writer,    20th-Fox. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

GEORGIE  HALE,  musical  numbers,  "Crazy  House," 

Universal. 
KURT   NEUMANN,   director,  "I  Was  a  Criminal." 

Monogram. 
JACKSON  ROSE,  cameraman,  "I  Was  a  Criminal," 

Monogram. 

TITLE    SWITCHES  ' 

"Good   Luck,    Mr.   Yates,"   formerly   "Right  Guy," 

Columbia. 

CASTINGS 

OLSEN  and  JOHNSON,  MARTHA  ODRISCOLL 
PATRIC  KNOWLES  and  CASS  DALEY,  "Crazy 
House,"  Universal:  WILLIAM  BENDIX,  "Paris. 
Tenn.,"     20th-Fox;     CEORCE     MURPHY,     CON- 


STANCE MOORE,  FRANK  SINATRA,  and  THE 
HARTMANS,  "Higher  and  Higher,"  RKO;  JAMES 
BROWN,  "The  Padre,"  Paramount;  LYNN  MER- 
RICK and  DON  WILSON,  "Restless  Lady,'  Co- 
lumbia; LOIS  ANDREWS,  "Texas  Bad  Man," 
20th-Fox;  ADLAN  CARNEY,  "Adventures  of  a 
Rockie,"    RKO. 

SCHEDULED 

"Hip,  Hip,  Hooray,"  producer,  JOHN  GRANT, 
Universal. 

"Moonlight    in    Vermont,"    Universal. 

"Week-End    Pass,"     Universal. 

"Andy  Hardy's  Blonde  Trouble,"  M-G-M. 
"Glory,"      (temporary     title),     producer-director- 
writer,    |ULIEN    DUVIVIER,    Universal. 

"Bloodhounds  of  Broadway,"  story-producer, 
DAMON  RUNYON,  screenplay,  MISS  E.  E. 
LLLINGTON  and  AL  MANNHEIME'R,  20th- 
Fox. 

"They  Were  Expendable,"  producer,  SIDNEY 
FRANKLIN,  screenplay,  COM.  FRANK  WEED, 
JAN  LUSTIG  and  GEORGE  FROESCHEL, 
book,    WILLIAM    L.    WHITE,    M-C-M. 

"Singing  in  the  Wilderness,"  producer,  (ESSE 
L.  LASKY,  screenplay,  HAMILTON  MacFAD- 
DEN  and  PHILIP  MacDONALD;  novel,  DON- 
ALD  CULROSS    PEATTIE. 

"Ready,  Willing  and  4-F,"  original  by  BRIAN 
MARLOW;    producer,    E.    D.    LESHING. 

PROMOTIONS 

5E1CN   I.   MILLER,  producer,  Paramount. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


Consider  USO  Plea 
For  Special  Rating 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington — The  Special  Services 
Division  of  the  Army  is  now  con- 
sidering the  request  of  USO-Camp 
Shows,  Inc.,  for  its  aid  in  present- 
ing to  the  War  Manpower  Commis- 
sion its  case  for  "essential"  rating 
for  actors  in  the  38-45  age  bracket 
employed  by  USO-Camp  Shows.  The 
Special  Services  has  no  actual  au- 
thority in  the  matter,  but  has  been 
asked  for  support  before  WMC,  and 
a  decision  is  now  in  the  making  as 
to  whether  that  support  shall  be 
given. 

The  request  concerns  only  actors 
in  the  38-45  age  bracket,  and  its 
most  important  feature  will  be  not 
protection  from  military  call  but 
rather  protection  from  possible 
forced  transfer  to  jobs  now  listed  as 
essential.  Non-deferables  in  the  38- 
45  age  group  are  now  liable  for  mili- 
tary call,  but  actors  are  not  held 
non-deferable 

The  plan  has  not  yet  been  worked 
out  in  detail,  according  to  Col.  Mar- 
vin Young,  who  serves  the  Special 
Services  Division  as  liaison  officer 
with  USO.  Actors  currently  em- 
ployed by  USO  are  included  within 
the  scope  of  the  request.  But  no 
suggestion  is  included  for  treating 
the  problem  of  talent  who  might  be 
with  USO  periodically,  doing  com- 
mercial stage,  screen  or  radio  work 
at  intervals. 

The  request  has  not  yet  reached 
WMC's  Essential  Activities  Com- 
mittee. 


201h-Fox  Backing  3 
Plays  for  Jed  Harris 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Werfel.  Paul  Lukas  has  been  set 
for  the  lead,  and  the  play  will  open 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  August  23. 
Jack  Skirball  will  be  associated  with 
the  production. 

The  second  production  is  an  un- 
titled musical,  and  signed  to  do  the 
music,  book  and  story  are  Edwin 
Justus  Mayer,  Ira  Gershwin  and 
Kurt  Weil.  Third  picture  will  be  a 
dramatization  of  Erskine  Caldwell's 
new  book,  "Georgia  Boy." 


DON  BLAIR,  city  manager,  Stage  and  Avon 
Theaters,    Fulton,    N.    Y. 

EARL  MEYERS,  booker  and  office  manager,  Re- 
public,   Des    Moines. 

cD    BISHOP,    Warner    sales    staff,    St.    Louis. 

ANDY    DIETZ,    city   salesman,    PRC,   St.   Louis. 

JACK    DAVIS,    manager,    Republic,    Boston. 

AL  FOWLER,  exploitation  representative,  20th- 
Fox,   Boston. 

JAY  MARKOWITZ,  office  manager,  M-G-M, 
Chicago. 

JOE    IMHOF,   M-G-M,   Milwaukee. 

EDWARD  SACHS,  B  &  K  publicity  dept.,  Chicago. 

CHARLES  LEONARD,  booker,  United  Artists, 
New    Haven. 

HENRY  WALL,  publicity  dept.,  Warners,  Wash- 
ington. 

LAYTON  IVES,  acting  manager,  Park,  Richmond, 
Va. 

LLOYD  STORY,  student  assistant  manager,  Loew 
Theater,    Richmond. 

Hold  Capital  Parleys 
On  Film  Delivery 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

branch,  Ira  Meinhardt,  representing 
the  film  carriers  of  New  York  and 
also  WAC,  and  Irving  Dollinger, 
New  Jersey  exhibitor  representing 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  and  the  WAC 
exhibitors'  group,  conferred  with 
WPB  and  ODT  officials  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

Action  on  ODT's  order  No.  17,  which 
would  have  prohibited  film  over  the 
holiday  week-end  was  promised  Fri- 
day, but,  although  the  WPB  repre- 
sentatives were  extremely  co-oper- 
ative about  tiying  to  alleviate  the 
situation  generally,  clearance  had 
not  been  obtained  from  ODT  Friday 
night  for  a  general  exemption  to 
permit  regular  Sunday  deliveries 
and  deliveries  of  film  more  than 
twice  weekly. 
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Year  Book  Here.  25th  Time 


By   W.   E.   J.   MARTIN 


20th-Fox  Advances  Sudmin 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Morris  Sudmin  has 
been  advanced  from  head  booker  to 
assistant  manager  of  the  20th-Fox 
branch  here.    The  post  is  a  new  one. 


For  more  than  a  score  of  years, 
a  welcome  spring  arrival  on  this 
onlooker's  desk  has  been  The  Film 
Daily  Year  Book.  Just  in  is  the 
silver  anniversary  volume,  hand- 
some in  silver,  gold  and  blue. 

The  Year  Book  is  a  standard  ref- 
erence work  for  everyone  connected 
in  any  way  with  the  movie  industry, 
studio  executive  or  reviewer  whose 
readers  want  titles,  names  or  dates. 
It  consists  of  more  than  1,000  pages, 
with  war  and  its  effects  dominant  in 
compilation  and  comment,  a  monu- 
mental task,  but  one  which  Jack 
Alicoate,  publisher,  and  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  editor,  appear  to  have  accom- 
plished in  steling  fashion,  as  befits 
a  25th  anniversary. 

How  many  movie  theaters  in 
operation  in  1942?  How  many  rep- 
resentatives of  the  industry  in  uni- 


form ?  What  did  the  war  do  to 
motion  picture  titles?  How  many 
customers  did  the  theaters  have? 
When  was  this  or  that  movie  made 
and  released?  How  many  drive-in 
theaters  in  the  country?  What  is 
the  theater  investment  in  the  United 
States  ? 

All  those  questions  and  thousands 
more  are  answered.  In  addition  are 
hundreds  of  names  of  players,  and 
the  pictures  in  which  they  acted;  of 
studio  personnel,  of  distribution  ex- 
ecutives and  aides,  and  of  theaters, 
in  every  town  and  city,  and  every 
state,  as  well  as  a  virtually  complete 
roster  of  circuits  and  their  com- 
ponents. 

Alicoate  and  Bahn  merit  compli- 
ments on  their  job.  Fact-hunters 
have  at  their  command  a  thorough- 
going work. 
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rhis  Signal  Honor  Has  Been  Conferred  upon 

WARNER  BROS. 

and 

ACTION  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC 


HEROES 

ik  as  part 
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,at  N.  Y. 


PARADE  OF  SEAMEN  from  Maritime  Service 
Training  Base  marks  opening  of  gala  Award  Cere- 
monies at  opening  of  'Action  in  the  North  Atlantic'. 


ON  THE  AIR!  Coast  to  coast  over 
Mutual,  with  Capt  Edw.  Macauley, 
Deputy  Administrator 
for  War  Shipping  Ad- 
ministration, paying 
high  tribute  to  "the 
important  contribu- 
tion of  a  great  com- 
pany, Warner  Bros."! 


Book  'PRELUDE  TO  WAR'  Free! 
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Game  Held  Lottery 
As  Court  Reverses 


Oklahoma  City— The  State  Su- 
preme Court  has  ruled  out  another 
form  of  the  familiar  theater  weekly 
prize  event,  holding  that  it  con- 
flicted with  the  State's  anti-lottery 
statute. 

The  decision,  which  found  the 
court  divided  5  to  4,  reversed  a  for- 
mer opinion  issued  earlier  in  the 
year. 

The  court  directed  issuance  of  an 
injunction  sought  by  Johnston  Coun- 
ty Attorney  Charles  E.  Draper, 
against  E.  D.  Lynch,  as  operator  of 
two  theaters  in  Tishomingo  from 
continuing  weekly  $20  handouts. 

"The  test  of  a  lottery  is  in  the 
working  rather  than  in  the  wording 
of  the  plan,"  the  decision  held. 

The  plan  permitted  participants  to  reg- 
ister their  names  without  charge  and  re- 
quired they  appear  in  or  near  the  theater 
when  the  money  was  given  to  be  eligible 
to  receive  it,  but  did  not  require  purchase 
of  a  ticket. 

The  former  decision  said  one  of  three 
essential  elements  of  a  lottery  was  missing, 
payment   of  a  consideration. 

The  court  pointed  to  the  requirement  of 
registration  and  attendance  and  that  the 
hope  of  winning  increased  attendance  and 
revenues   of  the   theaters. 

"Examined  in  any  light,  it  is  clear  that 
this  scheme  is  only  another  effort,  cloaked 
with  the  outward  habiliments  of  apparent 
legality,  to  escape  the  stigma  of  being  de- 
nominated   a   lottery."    the    court    said. 

The  dissenting  opinion  termed  it  "noth- 
ing more  than  an  advertising  method  which 
does  not  involve  the  element  of  gambling 
and  is  not  any  more  vicious  than  many  ad- 
mittedly lawful  advertising  practices  to 
stimulate    lawful    business." 


Valor  Medal  to  Winner, 
Pathe  News  Cameraman 


The  National  Headliners'  Club  has 
established  the  War  Correspondents 
Valor  Medal  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
war  correspondents  who  perform 
heroic  deeds  in  pursuit  of  their  as- 
signments. First  newsreel  rep.  to 
win  it  is  RKO  Pathe  News  camera- 
man Howard  Winner,  who  was  se- 
lected on  the  basis  of  recommenda- 
tion by  the  Army  and  Navy,  plus 
information  gathered  from  Editor 
and  Publisher. 


Cagney  Picks  Donahue  &  Coe 

Donahue  &  Coe,  Inc.,  has  been 
selected  by  Cagney  Productions, 
Inc.  as  advertising  counsel  to  han- 
dle the  campaign  on  UA's  "Johnny 
Come  Lately."  Account  will  be  ser- 
viced by  William  Schneider,  vice- 
president  of  the  Agency. 


B  &  K  Theater  Man 
Dies  in  Plane  Crash 

Chicago— Flight  Officer  Robert  H. 

Miller,    AAF,    formerly   of   the 

S     B     &     K     Genessee     Theater, 

Waukegan,    was    killed    in    an 

Army  airplane  crash   in   South 

America    recently,    it    is    announced. 

*i-Yt 


The  Last  Edition: 

•  •      •      ON   the   streets   of  his   native   Minneapolis   at   the   century's 

turn,  a  lad  hawked  daily  his  armful  of  newspapers Today  that  voice 

is  stilled But   wherever  newspapers   are    sold   o'er   North   America, 

and  in  the  earth's  four  corners,  life's  end  for  this  same  newsboy  has  just 
been    told,    and    the    thousands, — literally    thousands — ,    who    were    his 

friends  are  cloaked  in  sorrow If  an  epitaph   can  be  suggested  for 

his  resting  place  in  the  family  plot  at  Toronto,  under  the  skies  of  the 
Canada  he  loved  and  adopted,  it  might  well  read,  "I  will  hew  great 
windows  for  my  soul" For  this,  throughout  his  career  was  the  funda- 
mental motivation It  is  likewise  true  that  he  hewed  great  windows 

for  the  diversion   and   well-being   of   some  millions  of   his   fellow  beings 

These    windows. — show   windows — -,    stretch    across    the    Dominion 

to  our  North,  and  are,  if  not  so  much  as  a  headstone  were  erected  to 
his  memory,  impressive  monuments  to  the  urchin  boy  who  became  one 
of  international  filmland's  most  distinguished  sons 

T  ▼  ▼ 

<i  •  •  IT  has  been  recorded  that  Nathan  Louis  Nathanson's  ad- 
vent in  pictures  occurred  with  his  purchase  of  the  old  Majestic  Theater 

on  Adelaide  St.  in   Toronto But  actually  it  was  in  a  photograph 

of  the  Minneapolis  Journal's  Newsboys  Band,  a  print  of  which  always 
occupied  a  place  of  prominence  upon  his  office  desk  in  the  Queen 
City's  Royal  Bank  Building He  played  a  cornet This,  in  it- 
self, furnishes   a  symbol   of  contrast   in    light   of   his  subsequent   and 

spectacular   march    to   commercial   eminence Evolution    was  from 

brass  notes  to  gold  notes In  youth   he  dealt  in   pennies In 

maturity  he  dealt  in  millions 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ALWAYS  self-assured,  imaginative,  and  charged  with  dy- 
namic ambition,  Nate  attained  inevitable  cinematic  renown As  Gen- 
eral Theaters  Corp.  president,  and  head  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  before  the  so-called  "great  schism"  with  the  latter  organization, 
he  was  the  cornerstone  of  exhibition  in  the  Dominion,  yes,  and  of  the 
trade  there  generally Unswerving  in  his  conviction  that  the  Can- 
adian arm  of  the  industry  must  enjoy  complete  self-determination  in  mat- 
ters cinematic,  unfettered  by  any  power  or  influence  across  the  border, 
he  was,  nevertheless,  a  flaming  exponent  of  Reciprocity,  insofar  as  co- 
operation and  exchange  of  advice  were  concerned There  must  not 

be,  his  credo  set  forth,  any  tariff  on  business  brotherhood  and  good-will 

He  was  ever  the  grim  and  powerful  fighter  for  all  he  believed 

to    ba    right Because    he    engineered    and    accomplished    so    many 

things  of  consequence,  he  had  enemies  along  with  friends But  op- 
ponents so  frequently  became  his  converts,  indeed,  in  some  instances, 
his  respectful  associates 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     NATE,  like  all  his  fellow  men,  had  hobbies,— but  foremost 

of  these  was  his  fellow   men He  was  fascinated   by  people,  and 

knew    their  pulse,   as   all    truly    fine   showmen    do This   accounts 

largely   for   his   theater   empire But   among  people,   his   favorites 

were  the  underprivileged  kids,  country  vacations  for  whom  were  and 

are  championed  by  the  Toronto  Daily  Star  Fresh  Air  Fund His/ 

purse  and  lieart  were  always  open Here  again  was  exemplified  his 

lender  memory  of  boyhood  days,  when  he  himself  hawked  newspapers 

He  will  not  pass   this  way  again,  but   there  remains   his  spirit 

And  the  great  windows  hewed  by  his  soul 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


DATE  BOOK 


Today:  Monogram  regional  sales  meeting,  Wi 
wick    Hotel. 

June  2:  RKO  stockholders'  meeting,  Dov 
Del. 

June  3-4:  War  Conference  of  Screen,  Sta 
Radio,  under  auspices  of  Associated  Act 
and  Artistes,   N.  Y.  Times  Hall. 

June  4:     Chorus    Equity    annual    meeting. 

June  4:  Allen  B.  DuMont  Television  Laborato' 
stockholders    meeting. 

June  5:  Monogram  Midwest  regional  s« 
meeting,   Hotel   Blackston,   Chicago. 

June  5-6:  Columbia  Western  regional  S£ 
convention,  St.  Francis  Hotel,  San  Francis 

June  5-6:     Columbia   sales    meeting,    Frisco. 

June  6-8:  National  Film  Carriers  conventi 
Hotel   Asror. 

June  9:  Monogram  regional  sales  meeting,  He 
Muehlbach,   Kansas  City,   Mo. 

June  9-10:     Theater  Owners  of  Oklahoma  an 
convention,  Oklahoma  City. 

June  9:  TO  of  Oklahoma  annual  meeting  SI 
vin   Hotel,   Oklahoma   City. 

June  10:  National  War  Conference,  Instit 
for  Advancement  of  Visual  Education,  \ 
dinah   Club,    Chicago. 

June  13:  Monogram  West  Coast  regional  saj 
meeting,  San  Francisco. 

June  14-18:  American  Federation  of  Musicia 
annual    convention,    Columbus,    O. 


June   15:     Paramount 
home   office. 


stockholders'        meeti 


Final  Briefs  Submitted 
In  "U"  Merger  Proposal 


Weighing  by  Supreme  Court  Jv, 
tice  William  T.  Collins  of  the  fai 
ness  of  the  proposed  plan  to  mer 
Universal  Pictures  Co.  and  Univers 
Corp.  was  begun  on  Friday  wh 
attorneys  for  the  two  corporatio 
filed  final  briefs  in  support  of  t' 
proposal.  The  filing  was  in  confori 
ity  with  the  court's  instructions  c 
Thursday  when  hearings  in  the  ca 
terminated  with  decision  reserved  1 
Justice  Collins. 

The  companies  propose  to  subrr 
the  merger  agreement  to  stockhol 
ers  as  soon  as  possible  after  tl 
court  rules  on  the  fairness  of  tl 
plan,  it  was  learned.  Approval 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  outstanj 
ing  common  shareholders  of  bo 
companies  would  be  required. 

Justice  Collins  is  not  expected 
hand  down  a  decision  until  the  mi 
die  of  June,  or  possibly  June  25. 


Talent  Ranges  From 
Ballyhoo    to    Bard! 

Capability  as  well  as  versatility 
of  filmland's  WAC  staff  was  again, 
and  uniquely,  demonstrated  via  the 
U.  S.  Army  air  show  at  7:30  p.m. 
o'er  WJZ  on  Saturday  night.  Not 
only  was  "Prelude  To  War"  spot- 
lighted grandly,  but  Raymond  Massey 
presented  a  tone-poem,  exquisitely 
authored  and  delivered.  The  tone- 
poem  was  written  by  Ed  Schreiber, 
WAC  promotional  director,  and 
Massey's  presence  on  the  show  was 
also    Schreiber-engineered. 


ItlBRV  LEE 

HER  MOST  BRILLIANT 
HIT 


SAVINGS    BONDS 


THE  MORE  THE  ME 
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"THE  MORE  THE  M EERIER Y 
trade  advertising  has  been  FACTUAL, 
based  on  ACTUAL  accomplishments. 
No  claims  ...no  vague  generalities. 
Here's  a  list  of  ACTUAL 


I 


t  list  of  ACTUAL  ^  **  i 


PITTSBURGH  .  .  .  Harris  .  .  .  5W  7{/ee6 
BUFFALO  .  .  .  Lafayette  .  .  .  3nd  7{Jee& 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  Orpheum  JW^ee^ 
N.  Y.  Radio  City  Music  Hall .  3%d  7(/ee6 

ATLANTA  .  .  .  Rialto 3nd  TVee£ 

OAKLAND  .  .  .  Esquire  .  .  .  3*ut  70ee£ 
CINCINNATI  .  .  .  Grand  .  .3*d  Weed, 
PROVIDENCE  .  .  .  Carlton 


BALTIMORE  .  .  .  Hippodrome 
DES  MOINES  .  .  .  Orpheum 
NEW  ORLEANS  .  .  .  Liberty 
OMAHA  .  .  .  Brandeis 
BOSTON  .  .  .  Orpheum  &  State 
R  .  . ..  Elm  St. 


BRIDGEPORT  .  .  .  Lyric 
NEW  HAVEN  .  .  .  College 


MY  SISTER  EILEEN 


DAWN"! 


KANSAS  CITY  .  .  .  Midland 
SYRACUSE  .  .  .  Strand 
COLUMBUS  .  .  .  Broad 
DAYTON  .  .  .  Keiths 
WASHINGTON,  Earle  &  Ambassador 
TULSA  .  .  .  Majestic 
DETROIT  .  .  .  Adams 
ST.  LOUIS  .  .  .  State 
READING  .  .  .  Embassy 
MILWAUKEE  .  .  .  Palace 
BETHLEHEM  .  .  .  Globe 
STOCKTON  .  .  .  Sierra 
ATLANTIC  CITY  .  .  .  Virginia 
FT.  WORTH  .  .  .  Worth 
DALLAS  .  .  .  Tower 
WATERLOO  .  .  .  Orpheum 
SALT  LAKE  CITY .  .  .  Center 
RICHMOND  .  .  .Capitol 
TOLEDO  .  .  .  Pantheon 
S.  NORWALK  .  .  .  Palace 
PORTLAND,  Me.  .  .  .  Empire 
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WICHITA  .  .  .  Sandra 
LINCOLN  .  .  .  Varsity 
NEWPORT  NEWS  .  .  .  Wythe 
SACRAMENTO. .  Esquire  &  Tower 
DENVER  .  .  .  Aladdin 

SPRINGFIELD,  III Senate 

LOS  ANGELES... Hill  St.&Pantages 
SPRINGFIELD,  Mass.  .  .  Bijou 
HARTFORD  .  .  .  E.  M.  Loew's 

PORTLAND,  Ore Paramount 

PHILADELPHIA  .  .  .  Boyd 
OKLAHOMA  CITY  .  .  .  State 
HARRISBURG  .  .  .  Colonial 


JEAN  JOEL  CHARLES 

ARTHUR  •  McCREA  •  COBURN 

*  More  The  Merrier 


Directed  by  GEORGE  STEVENS  •  A  COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


MINUTES  OF  DYNAMITE  ...  RENTAL  FREE 
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"Carson  City  Cyclone" 

with    Don    "Red"    Barry 
Republic  55  Mins. 

WESTERN  MELODRAMA  IN  WHICH 
ACTION  PREDOMINATES  SHOULD  GET 
BY   IN   THE  SMALLER   PLACES. 

This  is  a  fair  example  of  western  melo- 
drama which  should  provide  passable  enter- 
tainment for  double  bills  in  the  smaller 
spots.  Among  the  picture's  main  assets  are 
swift  direction  by  Howard  Bretherton  and  a 
serviceable  script  by  Norman  S.  Hall  in 
which  the  elements  of  action  and  suspense 
are  stressed. 

Don  "Red"  Barry  plays  the  leading  role, 
that  of  a  talented  young  lawyer  who  wastes 
himself  in  the  defense  of  criminals.  His 
attitude  toward  his  profession  is  heartily 
disapproved  by  his  father  (Noah  Beery),  a 
judge  of  the  highest  principles.  To  Beery 
falls  the  unpleasant  duty  of  having  to  disbar 
Barry  for  bribing  a  juror.  Matters  take  a 
tragic  turn  when  Beery  is  murdered  in  an 
attempt  to  rob  the  safe  of  the  bank  of 
which   he  is  the  president. 

The  murderers,  connected  with  a  gang  of 
bank  robbers  terrorizing  the  community, 
take  advantage  of  the  strained  relations  be- 
tween father  anl  son  to  pin  the  blame  for 
the  crime  on  the  latter.  Barry  takes  it  on 
the  lam.  While  he  is  hiding  from  the  law 
he  obtains  information  that  makes  it  pos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  about  the  arrest  of 
his  father's  killers  and  to  break  up  the  gang. 
Barry  restores  himself  in  the  good  graces 
of  the  community  and  takes  the  place  on 
the   bench   once   held   by   his   pop. 

Barry  gives  a  vigorous  performance  in 
the  star  role.  Lynn  Merrick  is  decorative 
as  his  father's  secretary  who  helps  him  get 
the  villains.  Beery  gives  his  customary 
heavy  performance  as  the  judge.  Other 
players  in  key  roles  are  Bryant  Washburn, 
Stuart  Hamblen,  Roy  Barcroft,  Emmett  Lynn. 

Eddy  White  is  listed  as  associate  pro- 
ducer. 

CAST:  Don  "Red"  Barry,  Lynn  Merrick, 
Noah  Beery,  Bryant  Washburn,  Emmett  Lynn, 
Stuart  Hamblen,  Roy  Barcroft,  Bud  Osborne, 
Jack   Kirk,   Bud  Geary,  Curley  Dresden. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Eddy 
White;  Director,  Howard  Bretherton; 
Screenplay,  Norman  S.  Hall;  Cameraman, 
William  Bradford;  Film  Editor,  Edward 
Schroeder;  Art  Director,  Russell  Kimball; 
Musical    Score,    Mort   Glickman. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 

Simms  Joins  Outcry 
Against  WB  "Moscow" 


William  Philip  Simms,  Washing- 
ton columnist  for  the  Scripps-How- 
and  papers,  stepped  into  the  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow"  controversy  Friday 
when  he  wrote  that  "there  can  be 
little  doubt  that,  if  all  concerned 
were  not  in  the  middle  of  a  life-or- 
death  struggle  against  the  same 
ruthless  foe,"  the  pic  "would  be  the 
object  of  diplomatic  representations" 
in  Washington. 

Simms  charged  that  "the  film  sits 
none  too  well  with  the  British, 
French,  Poles  and  others  whose  un- 
der-the-surface  relations  with  Rus- 
sia   it    hardly    will    improve. 


"All  By  Myself" 

with   Rosemary  Lane,  Evelyn  Ankers, 

Patric  Knowles 

Universal  61    Mins. 

FARCE  COMEDY  IS  ACCEPTABLE 
LIGHT  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  AUDI- 
ENCES THAT  ARE  NOT  TOO  PARTICU- 
LAR. 

Some  half  dozen  night  club  sequences 
of  a  certain  pretention  have  to  be  resorted 
to  in  "All  by  Myself"  to  bolster  the  enter- 
tainment value  of  the  film,  at  bottom  a  mild 
affair  burdened  by  an  extremely  familiar 
plot.  The  picture's  best  chances  lie  in 
the  small  neighborhood  houses  where  tastes 
are  less  fastidious.  The  film  has  been  given 
a  good  production,  which  helps  materially 
to  take  the  mind  away  from  some  of  its 
faults.  The  night  club  scenes  are  a  god- 
send in  that  they  offer  Rosemary  Lane,  one 
of  the  principal  players,  an  opportunity  to 
put  over  a  number  of  songs  in  surprisingly 
good   fashion. 

"All  by  Myself"  is  a  farce  comedy  execut- 
ed in  tongue-in-cheek  manner  by  a  cast 
that  never  takes  its  work  too  seriously. 
Evelyn  Ankers  is  an  advertising  woman  in 
love  with  her  boss  (Neil  Hamilton),  who  in 
turn  is  in  love  with  Miss  Lane,  nightclub 
singer.  In  the  hope  of  arousing  Hamilton's 
jealousy  and  winning  him  away  from  her 
rival  Miss  Ankers  induces  Patric  Knowles, 
3  doctor,  to  pose  as  her  fiance.  Knowles, 
who  is  an  unwilling  party  to  the  little  game, 
plays  a  dirty  trick  on  Miss  Ankers  by  an- 
nouncing they  are  married.  This  complicates 
a  complicated  situation  further,  as  does  the 
marriage  of  Hamilton  and  Miss  Lane.  The 
latter,  suspecting  Hamilton  of  still  being 
nterested  in  Miss  Ankers,  seeks  a  divorce 
but  is  prevailed  upon  to  change  her  mind. 
As  far  as  Miss  Ankers  and  Knowles  are  con- 
cerned, the  expected  happens:  they  discover 
they  love  each  other. 

Miss  Ankers  gives  the  film  considerable 
eye  appeal,  besides  handling  her  role  nice- 
ly. Miss  Lane  is  at  her  best  when  she  is 
singing.  Knowles  and  Hamilton  fill  their 
roles  adequately.  The  only  other  important 
olayers  are  Grant  Mitchell  and  Louise 
Beavers. 

Felix  Feist  supplied  lively  direction  for 
the  screenplay  of  Hugh  Wedlock,  Jr.,  and 
Howard  Snyder,  which  is  based  on  a  story 
by  Dorothy  Bennett  and  Linde  Hannah. 
Bernard  W.  Burton  functioned  as  associate 
producer. 

CAST:  Rosemary  Lane,  Evelyn  Ankers, 
Patric  Knowles.  Neil  Hamilton,  Grant  Mit- 
chell, Louise  Beavers,  Tip,  Tap  and  Toe, 
Loumell  Morgan  Trio. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Bernard 
W.  Burton;  Director,  Felix  Feist:  Screen- 
May,  Hugh  Wedlock,  Jr.,  Howard  Snyder; 
Based  on  story  by  Dorothy  Bennett.  Linde 
Hannah:  Cameraman,  Paul  Ivano;  Art  Di- 
rector, John  Goodman;  Film  Editor,  Charles 
Mavnard. 

DIRECTION,  All  Right.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Pledge  to  Bataccn"  In  35  mm.? 

"Pledge  to  Bataan,"  16  mm.  fea- 
+urp  shot  in  the  Philippines  bv  Dave 
Griffin,  may  be  blown  ut>  to  35  mm, 
it  wps  disclosed  on  Friday  by  Ad- 
venture Films,  which  holds  the  world 
distribution  rights.  The  picture  had 
its  world  premiere  at  the  Eastman 
Theater   in   Rochester  on  Friday. 


"The  Ghost  Rider" 

with  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Raymond  Hatton 
Monogram  58  Mins. 

GOINGS-ON  IN  THIS  FILM  WILL  DE- 
LIGHT LOVERS  OF  WESTERNS;  HATTON 
LENDS   FINE   SUPPORT. 

This  newest  Johnny  Mack  Brown  western 
should  make  his  followers  happy.  The  sad- 
dle star  has  been  provided  with  another 
bang-up  yarn  that  permits  him  to  play  the 
hero  to  the  hilt.  He  indulges  in  enough 
riding,  shooting  and  fisticuffing  to  please  the 
most  avid  western  devotee.  Wallace  Fox's 
direction  of  the  Jesse  Bowers  screenplay 
holds  the  story  to  an  exciting  pace. 

Brown  is  a  mysterious  hombre  who  ap- 
pears in  a  community  run  by  a  gang  of 
land  thieves.  He  is  determined  to  revenge 
the  murder  of  his  parents  by  a  member 
of  the  gang  many  years  before.  Also  work- 
ing to  break  up  the  gang  is  Raymond  Hat- 
ton,  a  United  States  marshal.  To  get  his 
evidence  Hatton  joins  the  gang  under  the 
guise  of  a  crooked  law  enforcement  officer. 
Hatton  and  Brown  work  entirely  apart  from 
each  other,  although  both  are  headed  for 
the  same  goal,  and  neither  is  aware  of  the 
other's  identity,  at  least  not  until  toward 
the  end  of  the  film  when  the  villains  are 
on  the  run.  Before  he  discovers  who  Brown 
is  Hatton  is  forced  to  take  him  into  cus- 
tody for  bumping  off  several  members  of 
the  gang,  but  our  hero  is  released  when  the 
truth    is    known. 

The  cast  gives  fine  account  of  itself. 
Brown  is  given  strong  support  by  Hatton. 
The  latter  provides  comedy  superior  to  that 
ordinarily  met  with  in  western  films.  Among 
the  others  are  such  western  players  as  Tom 
Seidel,  Beverly  Boyd,  Milburn  Moranti,  Harry 
Woods,  Edmond  Cobb,  Charles  King,  all  of 
whom    fill   their   roles    nicely. 

Scott  R.  Dunlap  did  his  duty  well  as  pro- 
ducer. 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Raymond 
Hatton,  Tom  Seidel,  Beverly  Boyd,  Milburn 
Moranti,  Harry  Woods,  Edmond  Cobb, 
Charles  King,  Bud  Osborne,  Artie  Ortego, 
George  DeNormand,  Jack  Daley. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Scott  R.  Dunlap;  Di- 
rector, Wallace  Fox;  Screenplay,  Jesse 
Bowers;  Art  Director,  Ernie  Hickson;  Cam- 
eraman, Harry  Neumann;  Editor,  Carl  Pier- 
son. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Casablanca"  Sets  WB 
Record  as  Repeater 


All-time  record  for  return  en- 
gagements of  Warners  films  has 
been  set  by  "Casablanca,"  with  more 
than  3,700  repeat  dates  already 
chalked  up  although  the  picture  has 
been  in  release  only  four  months, 
the  company's  statistical  department 
discloses. 

Typical  of  the  return  records  be- 
ing made  by  "Casablanca"  is  the 
situation  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
the  pic  played  an  original  two  weeks 
at  the  Strand,  then  four  weeks  at 
the  Regal,  both  first-runs,  after 
which  it  made  the  rounds  of  the 
subsequents,  and  now  has  been 
brought  back  for  a  seventh  week  at 
the  first-run  Regal. 


"Shepherd  of  the  Roundhouse" 
Universal  9  mins 

Prayer  meeting  at  a  North  Carjj 
lina  car  shop  provide  the  most  in; 
teresting  footage.  Among  the  othe 
subjects  in  the  short  are  an  old  coai 
mine,  a  tame  bear  which  serves  a 
a  prison  pet,  experiments  with  dat 
fruit   and   an   artist  who  works   o 
steel. 


"Golf  Limited" 
(Sportscope) 
RKO  8  Mins 

Okay 

How  golf  has  been  affected  by  th 
war  is  shown  here.  The  scene  is  th 
links  at  Pinehurst.  Seen  in  actio 
are  such  golf  experts  as  Johnny  Fai 
rell,  Bobby  Cruickshank,  Les  Ker  i 
nedy,  Glenna  Collette  Vare,  Genj 
Sarazen  and  Joe  Kirkwood.  The 
pull  some  fancy  stuff.  Golf  fans  wi 
go  for  this  in  a  big  way. 

"Rover's  Rangers" 

(Sports  Parade) 

Warner  10  mini 

Fine 

The  training  of  dogs  for  war  a 
well  as  for  home-front  duties  make 
an  A-l  Technicolor  subject  of  wid 
appeal.  The  short  is  sure-fire  whei 
dog  lovers  are  concerned.  Show 
are  various  purposes  to  which  man 
canine  friends  lend  themselves.  Auc 
iences  will  be  surprised  at  what 
dog  can  be  taught  to  do  to  promot 
his  usefulness  to  man.  The  shoi 
packs  tremendous  interest.  The  e> 
hibitoi'  would  be  doggone  smart  i 
booking  it. 


"Weapons  for  Victory" 
(America   Speaks) 
20th-Fox  9    min 

All  Right 

Here  is  a  quick  review  of  wlu 
America  is  doing  to  _supply  tl 
weapons  of  war.  What  the  camei 
reveals  is  encouraging  indeed.  Tl 
spirits  cannot  help  but  be  lifted  t 
the  view  of  American  supplies  beir 
poured  out  to  fill  lend-lease  commi 
ments.  The  film  leaves  no  doul 
that  America  is  the  arsenal  of  demo 
racy  to  which  the  rest  of  the  wor 
is  looking.  Lowell  Thomas  does  tl. 
spieling.  Russ  Shields  has  done 
good  editing  job. 

"Swing  Your  Partner" 

Universal  7  mm' 

So-So 

The  characters  are  a  homing  pi 
eon  and  a  nag.     The  pigeon  dra; 
the  horse  out  of  bed  so  he  may 
driven  to  a  barn  dance  with  his  g 
friend.       He    treats    the    equine 
badly  that  the  latter  turns  upon  hii 
The   short,  which  is  in   Technicolc 
winds   up   with    the   pigeon   haulii 
the  buggy  home,  with  the  horse 
the  driver's  seat. 
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^el  "Essential"  Job, 
-Jrder  to  Sales  Exec. 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

al"  industry  or  be  reclassified  1-A. 
-54le   is   believed   to   be   the   first   ex- 
..■•    hange  manr.ger  to   get  such   a  no- 
ice. 
**"!  The    status    of    the    five    industry 

(v i  n  is  now  being  considered  by  both 
\>  state  and  National  Selective  Ser- 
:    ice.      Last   week   the   draft   boards 
i<tructed  four  of  the  men  to  stay 
"  t.jn  their  film  jobs  until  the  issue  was 
-   larified.        Since    that    time,    Gold- 
tein  has  received  his  order. 
The     National     Selective     Service 
eadquarters,  a  section  of  WMC,  has 
f  en   asked   to   notify  the   Conneeti- 
ut   board   that   it   exceeded   its   au- 
>i     hority  when  it  ordered   several  in- 
i.stry  workers  not  in  the  non-defer- 
lle  category  to  get  essential  jobs 
,-  else." 


thington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington  —  Final    authority   in 

new  Haven  cases  rests  with  the 

:ate  Selective  Service  director,  who 

nay   order   appeals    from    the   local 

aid  ruling  should  these  men  be 
alaced  in  1-A  for  remaining  on 
heir  jobs.  It  is  not  customary  for 
lational  headquarters  to  act  in  a 
ase  like  this,  but  the  Connecticut 
"»•  tate  director  has  himself  asked  that 
he  national  office  issue  a  statement 
m  the  matter  before  he  himself  takes 
ction. 


Vlyers  Warns  Against 
.  Complacency  Over  Boom 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

•rief  consideration  of  what  the  war 
s  costing  us,  it  is  pointed  out  by 
Vbram  F.  Myers  in  a  current  na- 
ional  Allied  bulletin.  The  daily 
ate  of  expenditures  averaged  $280,- 
00,000  in  April,  compared  to  $263,- 
00,000  in  March,  an  increase  of  6 
>er  cent,  Myers  said,  quoting  from 
n  OWI  bulletin,  and  adding  that  it 
1  a  >as  now  predicted  that  the  national 
ebt  at  the  end  of  the  war  will  be 

:  n    the    neighborhood    of    $500,000,- 

00,000. 

"Certainly    those    exhibitors    who 

re  enjoying  lush  prosperity  should 

iot    grow   careless   in    their   buying 

a   n-actices,"    Myers    warned.       "They 

•  hould  bear  in  mind:   (1)   Once  film 

•  rices  rise,  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
hem  down  again;    (2)  it  is  just  as 

;  mportant  for  them  to  build  up  re- 
erves  as  for  the  producers;   (3)  by 

:  going  along'  with  new  selling 
chemes  designed  to  raise  prices 
hey  are  setting  a  bad  precedent  for 

J  he  many  exhibitors  who  are  not  fat- 
ening  on  the  war — who  are,  in  fact, 
n  a  weakened  condition  because  of 
I  he   war." 


Curfews  in  Iowa  Towns 

Des  Moines,  la. — Theater  busi- 
less  is  expected  to  be  hit  by  cur- 
ew  laws  in  two  Iowa  cities — Ot- 
umwa  and  Iowa  City — resulting 
rom  the  teen-age  situations  report- 
dly  showing  "an  alarming  increase." 


LATE  NEWS  BULLETINS 


[Continued  from  Page   1) 


chairman  of  the  organization,  assailed  what  he  termed  "a  cheap  campaign  of  misrepre- 
sentation" and  "calumny,  principally  by  a  lunatic  fringe  of  emotional  crackpots." 
Devereaux  urged  Warners  to  produce  as  a  sequel,  "Mission  to  Washington,"  featuring 
Ambassador  Litvinov,  for  Soviet,  adding  the  prediction  that  "the  result  would  contribute 
more  to  the  upbuilding  of  mutual  trust  and  confidence  than  all  the  lend-lease  materials 
we  can  ever  furnish  the  Russian  armies."  The  Republican  National  committee,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  circulating  over  the  week-end  extracts  from  newspapers  critical  of  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow."  The  GOP  asked  "is  the  new  deal  implicated"  in  the  production  of  the 
picture? 


JOLSON  AS  JOLSON  IN  COLUMBIA  PIC 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood— With    Sidney    Skolsky    producing,    Al    Jolson    will    star    in    a    Columbia 
picture  based  upon  his  own  career,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by  Harry  Cohn.     Jolson 
came  to  terms  at  the  week-end.     Story  will  be  designed  as  a  pageant  of  show  business. 


Local  306  Settles 
Its  $3,000,000  Suit 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

ance  of  $150,000  to  end  the  litigation. 
The  settlement  was  reported  to  have 
been  reached  after  a  long  period  of 
negotiation  between  both  parties  to 
the  action. 

The  committee  which  represented 
Local  306  in  the  negotiations  was 
designated  under  the  terms  of  the 
settlement  as  the  medium  authorized 
to  allocate  the  money  among  the 
members  of  the  union,  it  was  said. 
Herman  Gelber,  president  of  Local 
306,  headed   the  committee. 

The  local  filed  its  suit  in  New 
York  Supreme  Court  on  Aug.  18, 
1942.  In  addition  to  back  pay  it 
sought  reformation  of  employment 
contracts  which  would  bring  $750,- 
000  more  to  projectionists  for  the 
period  from  1941  to  1945. 

The  union  charged  that  George  E. 
Browne  had  been  "bribed"  by  the  de- 
fendants to  the  tune  of  $150,000, 
when  he  was  head  of  the  IATSE  to 
force  a  reduction  in  the  wage  scale 
of  members  of  Local  306.  Disclosure 
of  the  alleged  bribe  had  been  made 
during  the  extortion  trial  of  Browne 
and  William  Bioff,  according  to  the 
complaint.  Browne  allegedly  re- 
ceived the  money  to  prevent  Local 
306  from  calling  a  strike  over  no- 
tification that  Loew's  and  RKO  were 
cutting  wage  scales  from  $2.12  to 
$1.25  an  hour.  Local  306  also 
charged  that  the  defendants  had 
failed  to  keep  their  promise  to  re- 
store a  10  per  cent  wage  cut  ap- 
proved by  the  union  in  1932  upon  the 
plea    of   bad    business    conditions. 


Schlaifer  Named  20th-Fox 
H.  O.  Rep.  by  Connors 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

bution  chief.  One  of  the  best  known 
distribution  executives  in  the  game, 
Schlaifer  was  Western  sales  man- 
ager of  United  Artists  before  he 
joined   20th-Fox.    ' 


Dayton  Mayfair  to  Marcus 

Indianapolis — Marcus  Enterprises 
has  acquired  the  Mayfair  Theater, 
former  burlesque  house,  in  Day- 
ton, O. 


rriirr 


U"  Opens  Chicago 
Sales  Meet  June  15 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

trek  to  the  Windy  City  for  the  sales 
sessions,  as  will  division,  district 
and  branch  managers.  Heading  East 
from  Universal  City  will  be  a  dele- 
gation headed  by  Nate  Blumberg, 
Cliff  work  and  John  Joseph;  home 
office  contingent  will  be  led  by  Scul- 
ly, and  his  aides,  Charles  Prutzman 
and    Maurice   Bergman. 


"U"  May  Start  Up  to  11 
Shooting  During  June 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  new  production 
record  is  slated  for  June  at  the 
Universal  studios  where  seven,  and 
possibly  11,  pictures  will  go  before 
the  cameras,  it  was  announced  at 
the  week-end.  With  six  pictures 
currently  in  work,  the  June  schedule 
is  believed  to  be  without  precedent. 
Indications  are  that  the  heavy  shoot- 
ing program  will  continue  through 
the  Summer,  as  36  writers  are  pre- 
paring for  30  more  productions. 

Definitely  scheduled  to  set  under  way 
tins  month  are  "Second  Honeymoon,"  "The 
Strange  Death  of  Adolph  Hitler."  "Crazy 
House."  "All  Out  for  Rhythm,"  "Ali  Baba 
and  the  4(>  Thieves."  "Man  of  the  Fam- 
ily"   and    "Looking    lor    Trouble." 

Now  being  edited  are  "We've  Never  Been 
Licked,"  "Corvette  K-225."  "Phantom  of 
the  Opera,"  "Fired  Wife."  "Two  Tickets 
to  London."  "For  All  We  Know."  "Sher- 
lock  Holmes   Faces   Death"    and   "Girls,   Inc." 

Pictures  in  production  are  "Hers  to  Hold." 
"Cobra  Woman."  "Angrela,"  "Frontier  Bad 
Man,"  "Sherlock  Holmes  and  the  Spider  Wo- 
man"   and   "The    Mad   Ghoul." 


Beacon,  East  Orange,  N.  J., 
Appeals  from  Dismissal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plainant  had  charged  that  four  of 
the  consenting  companies  had  grant- 
ed the  Ormont  Theater  seven  days' 
clearance  over  the  Beacon,  claiming 
that  such  clearance  was  unreason- 
able as  to  time  and  area.  The  arbi- 
trator, however,  found  that  compe- 
tition existed  between  the  two 
houses  and  dismissed  the  complaint. 
Named  in  the  case  were  M-G-M, 
20th  Century-Fox,  Warner  Bros, 
and   Paramount. 


Crescent  Attacks 
Findings  of  Fact 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

fendants  except  to  all  findings  and 
parts  of  findings  adopted  from  the 
Government's  brief  (filed  by  Gov- 
ernment Counsel  Robert  L.  Wright 
on  March  15,  1943)  and  to  the  con- 
clusions based  upon  such  findings 
upon  the  ground  that  the  method 
thus  used  was  improper  and  unfair 
to  defendant  exhibitors  and  did  not 
constitute  a  weighing  of  the  evi- 
dence   by    the    court." 

The  motion  selects  and  analyzes 
11  instances  where  defense  counsel 
claim  the  evidence  does  not  support 
the  findings  or  conclusion.  As  an 
example,  Armistead  cited:  C.  G.  Law- 
ing,  Brownsville,  Tenn.,  testified  on 
direct  examination  that  he  couldn't 
get  sufficient  pictures  for  a  theater 
at  Paris  for  the  1935-36  season,  but 
upon  cross-examination  was  forced 
to  admit  that  he  made  no  definite 
effort  to  secure  available  films.  How- 
ever, his  direct  and  not  his  testimony 
on  cross-examination  was  used  as  a 
basis  for  the  findings.  In  several 
instances,  discussing  a  finding  or 
part  of  a  finding,  the  motion  de- 
clared it  to  be  "pure  argument  and 
not  founded  on  evidence."  His  mo- 
tion is  considered  a  pretty  good  in- 
dication of  the  defendants'  intention 
to  appeal  and  to  be  a  most  probable 
basis  for  such  an  appeal. 


Uniform  Rental  System 
Talked  for  War  Shorts 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

new  season.  The  present  discrepancy 
in  prices  has  been  a  controversial 
issue  among  exhibitors  and  distribu- 
tors and  efforts  are  expected  to  be 
made  to  place  the  rentals  on  a  uni- 
form basis. 

Present  prices  range  from  a  flat  ren- 
tal of  $1  a  day  to  the  regular  scale 
for  commercial  short  subjects.  There 
have  been  many  exhibitor  requests 
for  the  pictures  at  no  charge.  This 
cannot  be  complied  with,  it  was  said, 
because  production  costs  must  be  re- 
turned. Everything  above  the  pro- 
duction costs  go  to  some  wartime 
charity  or  relief  cause. 

It  is  believed  by  many  executives 
that  there  would  be  fewer  complaints 
and  greater  distribution  of  the  sub- 
jects if  all  the  war  shorts  were  sold 
on  a  mutually  agreed  upon  plan. 
Such  a  plan  probably  will  be  set  up 
before  the  Summer  is  over,  it  is 
reported. 


Harold  Rodner  to  Receive 
Rollins  Honorary  Degree 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

mane   Letters  from   Rollins   College 
on   Thursday. 

Honor  is  being  conferred  on  Rod- 
ner in  recognition  of  his  work  as 
executive  vice-president  of  the  Will 
Rogers  Memorial  Fund,  also  among 
fraternal  and  charitable  organiza- 
tions. He  is  a  Past  District  Deputy 
Master  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
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U.  S.  Pix  Dominate 
Middle  East  Market 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — The  complete  Amer- 
ican domination  of  the  middle  East- 
ern film  market  is  reported  in  the 
current  Foreign  Commerce  Weekly, 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  a 
round-up  from  various  lands  in  the 
area  showing  Hollywood  pix  claim- 
ing from  60  to  about  90  per  cent 
of  playing  time. 

This  is  true  in  Egypt,  where  more 
than  100  of  the  120  theaters  will  be 
certain  to  have  as  its  feature  a 
Hollywood  picture,  with  no  dubbing 
but  French  titles  superimposed.  Ara- 
bic translations  ai'e  thrown  on  a 
side  screen.  British  and  American 
newsreels  are  shown  almost  exclu- 
sively in  Egypt,  as  in  Palestine. 

American  films  are  dominant  in 
Palestine,  with  the  USSR  picking  up 
bookings,  and  Egyptian  films  also 
good  grossers.  War,  adventure  and 
sentimental  stories  are  favorites  in 
both  lands,  with  animateds  espe- 
cially well  received.  No  dubbing  is 
needed  for  Palestine  theaters,  but 
abbreviated  versions  of  the  dialogue 
in  Hebrew,  Arabic  or  both  are  flashed 
on  a  small  auxiliary  screen. 

Egyptian  production  is  making 
considerable  progress.  Fifteen  com- 
panies now  operate  in  five  studios. 
Last  year  saw  the  completion  of  26 
features,  although  production  may 
drop  this  year  because  of  difficulty 
in  getting  Supplies. 

American  musicals  are  best  liked 
in  Iraq,  with  war  films  currently  in 
demand  and  adventure  stories  main- 
taining a  steady  popularity.  Show- 
ing of  U.  S.  films  has  jumped  from 
about  60  per  cent  of  all  shown  a 
few  years  ago  to  between  70  and  80 
per  cent  in  Iran  (Persia).  German 
films,  closest  U.  S.  competitor  be- 
fore the  war,  have  been  eliminated. 
Adventures  and  musicals  are  most 
popular.  Difficulty  is  caused  by  the 
prohibition  against  flashing  Persian 
translations  on  a  side  screen.  Per- 
sian translations  must  be  inserted 
into  the  film. 

British  and  Soviet  newsreels  are 
shown  almost  exclusively  in  Persia. 
Only  about  five  per  cent  of  the 
Iranians  can  afford  to  attend  the 
theater,  however,  so  the  audience  is 
largely  made  up  of  foreigners. 


"China"  In  Newark  Sixth 

Paramount's  "China"  is  being  held 
at  the  Paramount  Theater  in  New- 
ark for  a  sixth  week.  This  is  an  all- 
time  high  for  a  Newark  engage- 
ment. Previous  record  was  estab- 
lished by  "Star  Spangled  Rhythm" 
which  played  three  weeks  and  four 
days. 


Kighto 
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A    marquee    sign    on    a    Lewisron, 
Me.,  theater  read  recently: 
"Hangmen  Also  Die" 
"The  More  the   Merrier" 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


HELEN    STAHL,    secretary    to    Dave    Kallenstein, 
B  &.K  district  manager,  Chicago. 
JEANNE    EISLER,    student    assistant    manager, 
RKO-Schine     Keiths,     Syracuse. 

JEANNIE     HALL,     assistant     manager,     Montello 
Theater,    Brockton,    Mass. 


Iceland  Gov't  May 
Take  Over  Theaters 


Reykjavik,  Iceland  (By  Air  Mail — 
Passed  by  Censor) — Government  ac- 
quisition and  subsequent  operation 
of  film  theaters  is  provided  in  a 
measure  now  under  consideration  of 
the  Legislature  here.  Currently,  and 
for  some  time  prior  to  the  bill's  in- 
troduction, such  houses  were  re- 
quired to  turn  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment an  appreciable  percentage  of 
their  receipts.  Two  of  the  three 
local  stands  will  be  totally  affected, 
— the  Gamla  Bio  and  Nyja  Bio.  The 
other,  Tjarno  Bio,  is  operated  by 
the  University  of  Reykjavik,  and 
may  not  be  placed  in  the  same  di- 
rect   Government    ownership    status. 

One  of  the  factors  apparently  con- 
tributing to  the  Government  taking 
under  its  direct  control  the  Gamla 
Nio  and  Nyja  Bio  from  private  own- 
ership is  the  widespread  ticket- 
scalping  which  has  prevailed  since 
this  capital  city  of  Iceland  became 
a  rendezvous  of  Allied  soldiery.  The 
speculating  on  tickets,  however,  has 
also  been  a  widespread  practice  in 
the  instance  of  the  Tjarno  Bio,  ad- 
missions having  been  sold  to  local 
citizens,  and  the  latter  selfishly  re-' 
selling.  Condition  is  primarily  due 
to  the  tremendous  popularity  of 
motion  picture  entertainment,  which 
is  about  the  sole  diversion  offered 
to  the  military  and  civilian  popula- 
tions. 


Edward  Reed  Named  Prexy 
Of  New  R.  I.  Exhib.  Ass'n 


Providence,  R.  I. — New  state  ex- 
hibitor association  has  been  organ- 
ized here,  with  Edward  Reed,  man- 
ager of  the  local  Strand  as  prexy. 
Temporary  offices  have  been  estab- 
lished at  85  Washington  St.  by  the 
organization  for  which  a  member- 
ship of  some  40  theaters  is  claimed. 

In  addition  to  Reed,  unit,  as  yet 
unaffiliated,  has  these  officers:  First 
vice-prexy,  William  Deitch,  Arctic 
circuit  partner;  second  vice-prexy; 
Herbert  Coppleman,  general  manager 
of  Associated  Theaters,  and  treas- 
urer Martin  Touhey.  Latter,  a  Paw- 
tucket  exhib.,  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  Allied  Theater  Owners  of 
Rhode   Island. 


Mrs.  Chesser  Named  Chairman 

Chicago — Mrs.  Joseph  Chesser  has 
beesn  named  chairman  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division,  Illinois  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs. 


Marriage  Wasn't  Even 
Mentioned  During  1942 

No  Movie  of  Year  Used  the  Word  in  Title 

To  Beguile  a  Customer  to  the  Box  Office 

By  John   Rosenfield. 

THE  twenty-fifth  edition  of  The  Film  Daily  Year  Book 
Motion  Pictures  is  off  the  press  Thursday.  Now  we  car 
bring  ourselves  up  to  date  on  one  of  our  favorite  industries 
Editors  of  the  volume  usually  twist  the  figures  into  a  fascinatin; 
story  and  a  true  one.  The  categories  or  breakdowns  sho\ 
imagination  and  divination.  They  go  to  the  heart  of  activity 
and  chart  trends  for  all  to  see. 

We  learn  from  the  Year  Book  that  Johnny  Doughboy  anc 
Rosie  the  Riveter  are  too  busy  for  love.  Of  all  the  pictures 
released  in  1942  not  one  had  the  word  marriage  in  its  title.  Only 
a  few  titles  reflected  romance  at  all. 


The  Courtship  of  Andy  Hardy  sug- 
gests love,  but,  knowing  Andy,  we 
realize  that  his  courtship  is  more  an 
escapade  than  a  sentimental  adven- 
ture. No,  the  nation  at  war  is  not 
thinking  deeply  on  love  these  days. 
If  it  were,  the  movie  customers  would 
have  been  baited  by  loving  titles. 

Less  trivial  is  the  fact  that  Holly- 
wood continues  to  develop  original 
screen  plays  and  to  depend  less  on 
novel,  biographies  and  stage  plays 
for  plot  material.  The  Year  Book 
checkup  shows  that  73.2  per  cent  of 
the  548  feature  pictures  released  in 
1942  were  based  on  original  stories. 
In  1941  the  ratio  was  63  per  cent 
and  in  1940  it  was  61.8  per  cent. 


In  1942  novels  supplied  stories  foi  _. 
10.4  per  cent  of  the  films,  whereas 
two  yeais  earlier  20.8  per  cent  camci 
from  fiction.  Only  5.7  per  cent  ol 
the  1942  pictures  were  adaptation^ 
of  stage  plays.  Short  stories  gavt 
5.3  per  cent  of  the  plots;  biographies 
1.3  per  cent;  documentary  or  histori 
cal  records,  1.1;  miscellaneous,  3  pei 
cent. 

The  Year  Book  announced  th< 
weekly  movie  attendance  for  194$ 
as  90,000,000  persons,  as  comparec 
with  85,000,000  in  1941.  It  is  nov 
believed  that  the  national  attendance 
figure  is  between  110,000,000  anc 
112,000,000  persons  weekly.  These 
figures,  however,  cannot  get  into  the 
annual  for  another  year. 


Who  Goes  to  Movies  and  Who  Spends  What? 


WHERE  do  110,000,000  people  see 
their  picture  shows?  The  Year 
Book  says  there  were  17,728  movie 
houses  operating  in  10,040  American 
cities  and  towns.  In  1941  there  were 
191  more  theaters  which  have  been 
closed  for  one  season  or  another. 
However,  there  are  theaters  in  207 
Army  camps  and  these  charge  admis- 
sion and  must  be  rated  as  part  of 
the  industry.  These  theaters  get 
pictures  as  quickly  after  release  as 
they  want  them,  pay  but  a  nominal 
expense-covering  rental,  and  show 
to  soldiers  for  around  15c  an  admis- 
sion. 

There  are  ninety-nine  drive-in  the- 
aters in  the  United  States,  two  in 
Dallas.  There  are  466  portable  the- 
aters, about  which  we  don't  hear 
much.  There  are  only  410  movie 
houses  in  the  United  States  operated 
primarily  for  Negro  patronage. 
There  should  be  more. 


An.. item  interesting  to  us  is  the 
fact  that  the  movie  industry  spent 
$65,512,358  for  advertising.  Of  this 
sum,  $55,312,358  went  for  newspaper 


space.  Accessory  and  mail  advertis 
ing  cost  $5,000,000,  outdoor  advertis 
ing  $3,000,000,  magazines  $2,000,00C 
and  radio  thime  $200,000.  The  smr 
for  radio  will  increase  sharply  in  the 
1944  annual. 

All  this  statistical  information  if 
valuable.  And  it  takes  a  Year  Book 
to  show  up  the  mental  habits  of  title 
writers  who  probably  aren't  awart 
of  what  they  are  doing.  The  Year 
Book  proves  that  Hollywood's  pro- 
ducers turned  out  more  features  with 
the  words  male,  Mr.  and  man  ir 
their  titles,  and  more  with  lady,  miss 
and  woman,  than  ever  before.  The 
male  gender  was  exalted  via  Male' 
Animal,  Man  from  Cheyenne,  Mar 
'from  Headquarters,  Man  in  the- 
Trunk,  Man  Who  Returned  to  Life 
Man  Who  Wouldn't  Die,  Man  with 
Ten  Lives,  Man's  World,  Mr.  Wise 
Guy  and  Mr.  V.  The  fair  sex  wor 
high  recognition  through  Lady  Is 
Willing,  Miss  V  from  Moscow,  Miss 
Annie  Rooney,  Woman  of  the  Year 
Lady  from  Chungking,  Lady  Gang- 
ster, Lady  Has  Plans,  Lady  in  a  Jam 
and  Lady  in  Distress. 


Reprinted  from  the  News,  Dallas,  Texas,  April  IS;  1943. 


UA  Stint  for  Radie  Harris 

Radie  Harris  has  been  engaged  by 
UA  to  co-ordinate  radio  exploitation 
for  the  premiere  of  "Stage  Door- 
Canteen." 


Singles  Only  in  P.EJ. 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. — Film  thea 
ters  in  this  province  are  now  strictly 
on  a  single-feature  basis,  with  two 
to  three  shorts  bulwarking  programs, 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
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GRANT  "A"  RATING  FOR  FILM  CARRIERS 

Odium  to  Concentrate  on  RKO  Financial  Aspects 


Election  as  Director  and 
Board  Chairman  Slated 
nt  Dover  Meets  Today 


Floyd  B.  Odium's  functions  as 
•hairman  of  the  RKO  board  of 
lirectors  will  be  in  an  administra- 
tive capacity  dealing  principally 
vith  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
ausiness,  it  was  reported  yesterday. 
\s  previously  announced,  (The 
<"ilm  Daily,  May  27)  Odium  is 
.lated  to  be  named  board  chairman 
it  a  meeting  of  the  directors  in 
Dover,  Del.,  today  following  the  an- 
uial  session  of  the  RKO  stockholders. 

Odium  is  expected  to  serve  on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Seek  to  Enforce  Minn. 
nnli-5-Blocks  Law 


Minneapolis — The  newly  organized 
\Torth  Central  Allied  Independent 
rheaters  announced  yesterday  that, 
efforts  will  be  made  by  that  organi- 
sation to  obtain  enforcement  of  the 
Minnesota  anti-block-of-five  law, 
massed  by  the  1941  legislature.  The 
aw  was  held  valid  when  first  at- 
acked  by  a  group  of  major  distri- 
butors in  Ramsey  County,  but  later, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Trial  of  Louis  Kaufman 
Postponed  Until  June  8 

Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert 
esterday  postponed  until  June  8 
he  trial  of  Louis  Kaufman,  busi- 
ness agent  of  Local  244,  operators, 
f  Newark,  who  is  under  a  Federal 
.nti-racketeering  indictment. 
On    the    adjourned    date    six    al- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


5-eent  Hourly  Wage 
Tilt  toB&K  Ushers 

Chicago — B  &  K  has  advanced 
wages  of  ushers  in  residential  dis- 
trict theaters,  five  cents  an  hour, 
to  40  cents.  Circuit  is  using  older 
men  for  theater  ticket  takers  in- 
stead of  the  ushers,  as  has  been 
the   practice. 


Mary  Piehford  May  Return  to  Production 

With  "Girl's  Town";  Net  to  Philanthropy 

Montreal — Mary  Pickford  may  return  to  active  production  with  "Girl's 
Town,"  with  profits  to  be  used  to  back  the  establishment  of  continent  -  wide 
chain  of  "Girl's  Town"  for  juvenile  delinquent  girls  on  the  model  of  Father 
Flanagan's  Nebraska  "Boys  Town."  Story  may  be  written  by  Sally  Benson  or 
some  other  "namer"  author  and  cast  would  be  topped  with  "name"  actresses, 
Miss    Pickford    said. 


Hold  Coast  Rites 
Today  for  Koenig 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
William  Koenig,  58,  20th-Fox  pro- 
duction manager,  who  died  Satur- 
day, will  be 
held  today  in  i 
Wee  Kirk  of 
the  Heather, 
Forest  Lawn 
Memorial 
Park.  Rabbi 
Max  N  u  s  s- 
baum  will 
officiate  and 
a  brief  eulogy 
will  be  read 
by  Fred 
Meyer,  stu- 
dio's i  n  d  u  s- 
trial  relations 
director. 
A    former    exhibitor,    Koenig 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Driving  Ban  Wallops 
Biz  in  Eastern  Area 


L 


WILLIAM     KOENIG 
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Relaxed  Dimout  Rules 
Elate  Bay  State  Exhibs. 


Boston — Theater    men    are    elated 
over  the  unexpected  news  that  dim- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Except  in  the  larger  cities,  the 
ban  on  pleasure  driving  took  its  toll 
at  the  motion  picture  theaters  in 
the  Eastern  states  over  the  holi- 
day week-end.  While  exact  figures 
were  incomplete  yesterday  for  the 
entire  area,  patronage  generally  in 
the  subsequent-runs  and  smaller 
communities  was  below  average. 

Broadway  business,  however, 
kept  pace  with  the  times,  the  Mu- 
sic Hall  having  had  its  biggest  Dec- 
oration Day  attendance.  "The  More 
the  Merrier"  and  the  stage  show 
grossed  $90,000  from  Thursday 
through    Monday,    with    a    $110,000 

I  Continued  on  Page  b) 


Monogram  1943  Billings 
Top  1942  by  30%— Broidy 

Monogram's  billings  for  the  first 
18  weeks  of  1943  were  30  per  cent 
above  those  for  the  same  period  of 
1942  and  50  per  cent  above  the  bill- 
ings of  the  1941  period,  Steve  Broi- 
dy, general  sales  manager,  told 
the  Eastern  regional  sales  confer- 
ence  at   the   Hotel   Warwick  yester- 

(Continued  on  Page  *> 


New  Essentiality  Policy  Due 

State  and  Local  Levels  to  be  the  Guide 


UA  Branch  in  Memphis 
Dependent  on  Equipment 

Dallas — If  back-office  equipment 
can  be  obtained,  United  Artists  will 
open  a  branch  in  Memphis.  Fred 
M.  Jack,  Southern  division  manager, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington    Puieau    .if    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  A  direct  challenge 
to  the  industry  to  convince  local 
draft  boards  of  its  essentiality  was 
hurled  here  yesterday  when  a  high 
Selective  Service  official  declared  that 
the   New   Haven   draft  board   which 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"Gas"  Priority  Given  to 
Carriers,  but  Warning 
Made  on  Conservation 


Film  carriers  in  the  strictly  ra- 
tioned areas  have  been  granted  an 
'A"  priority  gasoline  rating  because 
of  their  hauling  service  to  hospitals, 
army  camps  and  theaters,  the  latter 
playing  what  the  Government  feels 
is  an  important  role  in  winning  the 
war.  This  development  sets  the 
official  Government  seal  of  approval 
on  the  theaters'  war  wo:k  as  chan- 
neled  through    the   WAC. 

The  decision  was  handed  down  .in 
Washington    as   a   result   of   a   two- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Para.  Leases  Rivoli 
For  Run  of  "Tolls" 


World  premiere  of  Paramount's 
"For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  will  be 
held  at  the  Rivoli  Theater,  Broad- 
way, on  July  14,  Barney  Balaban, 
Paramount  president,  announced 
yesterday. 

Paramount  has   leased   the   Rivoli 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Placing  Zanuck  on  Inactive 
List  Is  Expected  Shortly 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   (DAILY 

Washington — Placing  of  Col.  Dar- 
ryl  F.  Zanuck,  former  Twentieth- 
Fox  production  chief,  on  the  inactive 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Honorary  Degree 
Conferred  on  Willhie 

Oberlin,  O. — Oberlin  College  yes- 
terday conferred  an  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws  upon  Wendell 
L.  Willkie,  board  chairman  of  20th- 
century  -Fox. 


The  Associated  Press  yesterday 
quoted  Willkie  as  saying  that  he 
had  not  decided  whether  to  enter 
the  Ohio  GOP  presidential  primary, 
adding  that  Willkie  said  he  might 
get  the  Republican  1944  nomination 
"in    spite    of    myself" 
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FINANCIAL 


(June  1,  1943) 


NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd.. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. .  . 

East.    Kodak     1 

Gen.     Prec.     Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

RKO     

RKO  $6  pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW    YORK 
Para.     B'way    3s55 .  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.    1 
Warner  Bros.  dbs.  6s43 

NEW    YORK 

Monogram  Picts 

Radio-Keith  cvs 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc. 
Universal    Picts 


Hilgh     Low 

165/g  165/g 

17l/2  171/4 

39'/2  391/2 

31/2  33/8 

18y4  18 1/4 
69       169 

241/4  2334 

617/s  61 1/2 

10i/8  95/8 

99  96i/2 

207/8  203/4 

31 3/8  311/4 


Close 

165/g   . 

171/4  — 

391/2  + 

33/8  + 

181/2   . 

169  — 

241/4  — 

61 1/2  . 

97/g  + 

981/2  + 

207/g  — 

313/8    + 


Net 
Chg. 

Vs 

Vs 

V2 

Vs 

% 

Va 
"Vs 

V* 

Vs 


151/4       147/jj       147/s    — 
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Flood  Waters  Subside, 
Deliveries  at  Normal 


Chicago — With  flood  waters  sub- 
sided, film  deliveries  in  this  area 
are  back  to  normal,  G.  W.  Koerner, 
of  Film  Truck  Service,  reports. 


1600 

BROADWAY 
N.T.C. 

Cecil  6-0081-2-3-4 
STOIACI  »  C  A.  MCiJlCTOM  600M  HIM  IXCHANW  [aSlRIBUIIOM  StUVICI 


IOWEST  BATES 

IWKT1  A  OAT 
DttlVIDT  tdvlCI 


Price,  "U"  Studio  Worker. 
Lost  With  Navy  Plane 


West    Coait    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Chester  Price,  30,  is 
the  first  Universal  studio  employe 
to  die  for  his  country  in  World  War 
ga-  II.  He  lost  his  life  when  a 
HSs  U.  S.  Naval  plane,  in  which 
»  """!■  he  was  riding  "in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties,"  crashed  into  the 
sea.  News  of  his  death  came  over 
the  week-end  in  a  telegram  from 
Rear  Admiral  Randall  Jacobs,  Chief 
of  Naval  Personnel,  to  Price's 
brother,  Lloyd,  also  employed  at 
Universal.  The  message  added  that 
Price's  body  has  not  been  recovered. 

Deceased  became  a  member  of 
Universal's  labor  department  in 
May,  1939.  He  enlisted  in  the  Navy, 
Aug.  22,  1942,  and  carried  a  rating 
as  fireman,  2nd  class,  USNR. 

He  is  survived,  in  addition  to  his 
brother,  by  a  daughter,  Sheila  Ro- 
berta, who  lives  in  North  Holly- 
wood, and  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Millie 
Price,  a  resident  of  Oklahoma. 


Alvin  Leonard  Dies 
In  Army  Plane  Crash 

Rochester — Alvin  Leonard,  former- 
assistant  manager  at  Loew's  Roch- 
ester, was  killed  recently  in  the  crash 
i»  of  an  Army  plane  in  a  South 
1  American  jungle,  according  to 
reports  reaching  here.  Leon- 
ard, a  pilot,  was  on  a  training  trip, 
it  was  said 


Operation   Fatal   to 
Lt.  Joseph  F.  Riley 

Rochester  —  First  Lt.  Joseph  F. 
Riley,  U.  S.  Coast  Artillery,  former 
assistant  manager  at  the  Piccadilly 
and  later  manager  of  the  Little  and 
member  of  the  Eastman  Theater 
staff,  died  in  the  Santa  Barbara  hos- 
pital following  a  surgical  operation. 

St.  Louis  Apollo  Clearance 
Case  Adjourned  to  June  22 

St.  Louis — The  unreasonable  clear- 
ance complaint  of  the  Apollo  The- 
ater Corp.,  owner  of  the  Apollo,  St. 
Louis,  against  the  Big  Five  with  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  owner  of 
the  Pageant  and  the  Union  Southern 
Co.,  owner  of  the  Will  Rogers,  inter- 
veners, was  adjourned  to  June  22 
following  a  brief  hearing  yesterday. 

It  was  indicated  that  the  complain- 
ant plans  to  file  an  amended  com- 
plaint and  probably  will  dismiss  as 
to  some  of  the  defendants. 
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Heesch,  Eastman  Manila 
Executive,  Japs'  Captive 

Rochester — Henry  J.  Heesch,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Eastman 
Kodak's  Manila  branch,  is  being  held 
a  prisoner  in  Japanese  occupied 
territory,  according  to  word  reach- 
ing here. 


Allen  Delivery  Moves 

Chicago — Allen  Film  Delivery  has 
moved  its  Chicago  offices  to  1325  So. 
Wabash  Ave. 


Jessel  Reporting  to 
20th -Fox  on  June  15 

His  deal  with  20th-Fox  completed, 
George  Jessel  leaves  for  the  West 
tomorrow  to  begin  work  for  the 
company  as  a  producer.  He  is  due 
to  check  in  at  the  studio  on  July  1 
A  series  of  lectures  on  his  auto- 
biography, "So  Help  Me,"  which 
will  be  delivered  by  Jessel  en  route 
to  the  Coast  will  delay  his  arrival 
there  until  June   15. 


Tele  to  Open  New  World 
of  Entertainment — Beal 


A  whole  new  world  of  entertain- 
ment will  be  opened  to  the  public 
after  the  war  as  a  result  of  new  and 
startling  developments  in  the  field 
of  television,  Ralph  R.  Beal,  re- 
search director  of  RCA  Laboratories, 
asserted  yesterday  in  an  address  be- 
fore the  Institute  of  Finance  at  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

The  speaker  said  television  "has 
potentialities  which  surpass  those 
of  other  mass  communications  ser- 
vices of  information,  education  and 
entertainment,"  adding  that  im- 
provements wiill  make  television 
sets  available  to  "the  average  pock- 
etbook."  According  to  Beal,  theater 
television  has  "possibilities  as  a  post- 
war service.  He  said  that  television 
will  emerge  from  the  war  "strongly 
qualified"  to  become  a  vast  post- 
war industry  giving  employment  to 
many  people  in  various  fields  asso- 
ciated with  the  new  art." 


Casanave  &  Pearson,  Inc., 
Enters  Advertising  Field 

Formation  of  Casanave  &  Pearson, 
Inc.,  to  conduct  a  general  advertis- 
ing business  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Charles  Casanave,  well  known 
motion  picture  and  advertising  ex- 
ecutive. The  new  firm  will  succeed 
The  Heffelfinger  Agency,  of  which 
C.   H.  Pearson  was  manager. 

The  Offices  of  the  Heffelfinger 
Agency  have  been  moved  from  522 
Fifth  Ave.  to  1600  Broadway  and 
the  staff  and  management  of  the 
agency  will  continue  with  Casanave 
&  Pearson  to  serve  all  accounts  han- 
dled by  Heffelfinger.  Move  was  oc- 
casioned by  T.  F.  Heffelfinger's  en- 
trance into  naval  aviation  as  a  lieu- 
tenant. 


Gin  Rummy  Tournament 

Twentieth-Fox  Home  Office  Fam- 
ily Club  will  hold  a  gin  rummy  tour- 
nament tonight  at  the  New  York 
A.  C.  George  L.  Droulia  is  chair- 
man of  the  tournament  in  which  all 
departments    will    be    represented. 


FOR  RENT— 

Complete  studio  equipment  including — 

16—2000  WATT   SPOT   LAMPS. 

SOUND    RECORDER    WITH    MOTOR— 

CENERATOR      FOR      LOCATION      WORK. 

Write    or    Phone 

JOE    SEIDEN 

36  W.  25th   St.  WAtkins  9-4747 


COminC  and  GOIIIG 


JACK    FLYNN,    western    division    manager    fo 
M-G-M,    and    District    manager    SAM    SHIRLEY; 
have   returned   to  Chicago   from   a   swing  aroun' 
the  Central  territory. 

JACK   HALEY   hies   himself  back   to   the   Coas  | 

tomorrow. 

M-C-M    branch    managers    SAM    GARDNER    o  ! 
Salt    Lake    City    and    D.    C.    KENNEDY    r'    De 
Moines   arrived    in    New   York   yesterday   '        4n 
ferences   with    E.    M.   Saunders,   assistant  t,   Jra ! 
sales  manager,  and  other  home  office  execs. 

MARTHA  RAYE  has  returned  to  Hollywooi 
from  New  Orleans  where  she  was  hospitalizei  | 
while  on  a   USO   tour. 

MOE    CRASSGREEN,    20th-Fox    Boston    brand 
manager,   is   back   at  his   desk  after  a   week-em  J 
visit   in   Albany. 

HOWARD    'BURKHARDT,    manager    of    Loew'  I 
State,  Cleveland  is  vacationing  in  New  York. 

RUSSELL  V.  DOWNING,  comptroller  of  th< 
Music  Hall,  has  returned  to  the  job  after  . 
month's   vacation    in    the   South. 

CARL     LESERMAN,     U.    A.     sales    chief,     lef  j 
yesterday    for   a    visit   to    the    company's    westerr 
offices.      He  will  be  gone  for  about  two  weeks 

JAMES  GRAINGER,  LEOPOLD  FRIEDMAN  am 
F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY  are  back  from  Toronto 
where  they  attended  the  N.  L.  Nathanson  funeral 

MARVIN  SCHENCK  goes  to  the  Coast  or 
Friday. 

COL.  MELVIN  E.  GILLETTE  has  arrived  ir 
North    Africa. 

ROBERT  ROSSEN,  Warners'  writer  and  chair- 
man of  the  West  Coast  branch  of  the  Wa 
Writers  Board,  is  due  in  New  York  from  the 
Coast    tomorrow. 

Rube  Jackter,  assistant  general  sales  manage; 
and  Hank  Kaufman,  manager  of  exchange 
operations  left  on  the  Century  yesterday  foi 
San    Francisco    to    attend   a    sales    meeting. 

M.  J.  WEISFELDT  Columbia  Sales  executive 
and  MRS.  WEISFELDT  fly  today  to  Ft.  Knox 
Ky.  to  be  present  at  the  graduation  of  Weis- 
feldt's  son,  Officer  Candidate  Jerome  M.  Weis- 
feldt    on    Saturday. 


Collister  of  Eastman 
Meets  Death  in  Battle 


Rochester — Pfc.  Thomas  R.  Collis- 
ter, former  Eastman  Kodak  worker, 
has  been  killed  in  action,  according 
to  official  report  received  here. 


Sergt.  John  J.  McGrath 
Reported  Missing  in  Action 

Rochester  —  Sergt.  John  J.  Mc- 
Grath, formerly  of  the  Bausch  & 
Lbmb  Optical  Co.,  has  been  missing 
in  action  in  the  Asiatic  area  since 
May  17,  the  War  Department  has 
advised. 


UA  Luncheon  for  Shea 

Chicago — United  Artists  held  a 
luncheon  for  Mike  Shea  at  the  Black- 
stone    Hotel    yesterday. 
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HEADIN'   YOUR   WAY    IN 
A    NEW    BOX-OFFICE 
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Para.  Leases  Rivoli 
For  Run  oTTolls" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  will  operate  it  for  the  engage- 
ment, under  the  direction  of  Robert 
M.  Weitman,  managing  director  of 
the  Broadway  Paramount.  It  will 
be  the  only  engagement  of  the  pic- 
ture this  year  in  this  territory. 

A  two-a-day  reserved  seat  policy 
will  be  established  at  an  advanced 
scale  of  $1.10  to  $2.20  at  night  and 
$1.10  to  $1.65  for  matinees. 

Negotiations  for  the  world  pre- 
miere were  completed  yesterday  by 
Balaban  with  George  Skouras,  pres- 
ident of  Skouras  Theaters  Corp.,  op- 
erator of  the  Rivoli. 


Monogram  1943  Billings 
Top  1942  by  30%— Broidy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day.  Broidy  said  indications  pointed 
to  greater  increases  because  of  the 
high  quality  of  product  on  the  way. 

Among  the  bigger  pictures  forth- 
coming, Broidy  said,  are  two  star- 
ring Belita,  "Lady  Let's  Dance"  and 
another  untitled;  "Ground  Crew," 
starring  Jackie  Cooper;  two  star- 
ring Ann  Corio;  "Latin  Quarter," 
written  around  the  well  known  New 
York  night  club,  and  "Hitler's  Wo- 
man," "Melody  Parade,"  "Spotlight 
Revue"  and  "Fighting  Quartermas- 
ter." In  addition,  there  will  be  a 
series  of  Charlie  Chan,  Cisco  Kid, 
East  Side  Kids  and  Bela  Lugosi  hor- 
ror pictures. 

Westerns  consist  of  the  Johnny 
Mack  Brown  series  and  eight  Hoot 
Gibson-Ken    Maynards. 

Attending  thp  sessions  were  Joe  Felder, 
Jack  Farkas,  Etta  Segral,  Bob  Adler  and 
Harry  Crull.  New  York;  Herman  Rit'kin,  Nate 
Furst.  Al  Herman,  Nate  Levin  and  Bock 
Cohen,  Boston:  Harry  Berkson,  Nate  Sodik- 
man,  H.  McPherson  and  Ben  Smith,  Buf- 
falo and  Albany:  Sam  Rosen,  Sam  Palen, 
Jerry  Callahan,  Moe  Sherman  and  William 
Schwartz,  Philadelphia;  Harry  Brown,  Jack 
Safer,  Jack  Fruchtman  and  Gladys  Murray, 
Washington:  Ben  Welansky,  Mark  Goldman, 
William  Liebler,  Saul  Perilman  and  Leo 
Wayne,    Pittsburgh. 

M.  Edward  Morey,  newly  appointed  su- 
pervisor of  exchange  operations,  discussed 
the  type  of  co-operation  the  exchanges  may 
expect  and  will  receive  from  the  home  of- 
fice. Harry  Thomas,  Eastern  sales  manager, 
also  addressed  the  group.  Guest  speakers 
included  Edward  Alperson,  Joseph  Cohn  and 
Norman   Elson. 

Edward  L.  Golden,  former  sales 
chief,  also  addressed  the  meeting. 


June   2 

Benjamin    Goetz         Harry     C.     Arthur,     Jr. 

Hedda     Hopper  Frank     Melford 

Johnny     Weismuller  Joseph      H.      Nadel 

Anne     Crill 
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Movie  Merry-Go-Round: 

•  •  •  SOMETHING  new  has  been  added  to  the  family  menage 
of  William  F.  (Metro)  Rodgers, — the  sheepskin  which  daughter.  Myrtle, 
received  yes'day  upon  her  graduation  from  Marymount  College,  Tarry- 
town.  .  .  •  Wendell  L.  (20th-Fox)  Willkie's  grand  Decoration  Day 
speech   in   Detroit's   Masonic   Temple,   under   aegis    of    the   Presbyterian 

Board    of    Foreign    Missions,    pointed    to    post-war    pitfalls One    of 

the  salient  passages  in  his  talk  was  the  warning  against  preachments 
for  substitution  of  leadership  from  the  top.  urged  by  pressure  of  critical 
circumstances  and  the  inability  of  a  democracy  to  act  quickly  and  ef- 
fectively  Said  W.L.W.:    "That  is  an  insidious   argument That 

is  the  voice  of  our  destruction We  must,  at  all  hazards,  keep  our 

leadership  among  the  people For  it  is  the  priceless  ingredient  of 

democracy At  its  best  it  is  based  on  the  principles  of  truth  and 

justice  by  which  nations  must  live  as  well  as  individuals".  .  .  •  On 
Saturday  night,  spotlight  was  on  another  cinema  son, — Joseph  P. 
Kennedy,  former  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St.  lames — ,  upon  whom 
Oglethorpe  University  bestowed  the  President's  Medal,  after  he  had 
delivered  an  address  to  graduates  and  guests  in  Atlanta 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     LONE    STAR     STATE-ments: Honoring     the    Bob 

O'Donnell-War  Activities  national  drive,  the  Dallas  Variety  Club, 
Tent  17,  will  hold  a  testimonial  luncheon  for  Bob  in  Dallas,  June 
8 Along  with  Fighting  Bob,  those  to  be  feted  will  include  Fran- 
cis S.  Harmon,   WAC's  executive  vice-chairman,  and  Frank  Schofield, 

War  Bond   Administrator  for   Texas Among   the  guest  speakers 

will  be  Hon.  Coke  Stevenson,  Governor  of  Texas,  and  Henry  Reeve, 
Texas  Theater  Owners  Association  prexy.  .  .  •  Karl  Hoblitzelle, 
Interstate's    big-wig,   was  given   honorary   LL.   D.    bv    Texas   A     if  M, 

numerically   largest  military  school  in   the   U.  S Karl  has   taken 

a  big  interest  in  the  institution's  war  work.  .  .  •  /.  M.  (Soda) 
Reynolds,  office  mgr.  for  Allied  of  Texas,  and  C.  D.  Jackson,  poster- 
shipper   chief   for   Monogram,   arc    on    the    Dallas    County   petit   jury 

and  have  been  assigned  cases  on  the  criminal  docket Jackson  is 

prexy  of  the  Film  Exchange  Employes  Local  B  53.  .  .  •  Trade 
screening    of    M-G-M's    "Balaan"    down    Texas    way    carried    interest 

"plus" Robert  Walker  of  the  cast  is  son-in-law  of  Phil  H.  Isley, 

circuit   solon In    fact    Isley    has    the   Bobby    Walker    Theater    in 

Abilene,    named   for   Bobby    Walker,— the    grandchild Exhibs.    at 

the  screening  commended  Robert's  work  and  look  for  him  to  have 
an  expanded-career 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  SCRIPT  of  Columbia's  "Officers'  Candidate  School"  has  been 
okayed  by  Uncle  Sam.  .  .  •  H.  C.  Robinson  of  the  Film  Truck  Service 
org.  has  presented  an  equipped  Chevrolet  truck  to  the  Chicago  Variety 
Club  as  a  gift  from  his  company.  .  .     •   Anent  Chi,  the  Bookers  Club 

out    there    will    admit    gal    bookers    to    the    org 'lis    expected    that 

green  light  for  the  femmes  will  be  flashed  at  next  meetin'  in  the  Black- 
stone   Hotel By-the-by,   club   will   devote    50    per   cent   of   its    1943 

income  to  war  service  charities.  .  .  •  In  absence  of  Noble  Sissle  (now 
on  the  Coast  for  an  indefinite  period).  Dick  Campbell,  actor-producer- 
director  and  concert  mgr.,  has  assumed  responsibility  for  co-ordinating 
Negro  talent  for  USO-Camp  Shows,  Inc.  .  .  •  Harry  Storin,  ad-publicity 
head  for  the  Edward  J.  Caroll  interests,  which  operate  theaters  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  been  'lected  sec'ty  and  a  director  o'  the  Springfield 
Advertising  Club. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


I 


GEORGE    BOLSTER,    assistant    manager,    Stanle 

Theater,     Baltimore     Md. 
SYLVAN    ABRAMS,    assistant    manager,    Mayfai 

Theater,    Baltimore. 
JAMES    EZELL,    booker,    United    Artists,    Dallas 
J.    E.    MITCHELL,    office    manager,    United    Ar 

tists,    Dallas. 
JOSEPH    E.    MORELAND,   Theater  Service   Corp, 

New    Orleans. 
R.  D.  THRASH,  Republic,  Dallas.  ^ 

LOU   HOLLE'B,  manager,  Alhambra,  Columbus, 
WALTER     LONG,     manager,     Majestic,     Colum 

bus,  O. 
WILL     STUDDE'RT,     manager,     Tower     Theater 

Chicago. 
JAMES     CASSIN,     manager,     Maryland    Theater 

Chicago. 
EARL     ALAN,     assistant     manager,      Southtowr 

Theater,     Chicago. 
HUBERT  SCOTT,  manager  Loew's  Broad,  Colum 

bus,    O. 
HARRY     WEINER,     assistant     manager,     Loew' 

State,   Columbus,   0. 
WALTER   AHRENS,    manager,    RKO    Grand,    Chi 

cago. 
HERBERT     FLETCHER,    ad    sales    manager,    Co- 
lumbia,   Albany. 
MEL  CONHAM,   Diana  Theater,  Medina,  N.  Y. 
CHARLES     LEONARD,     booker,     Universal,     NevJ 

Haven. 
DICK    WALSH,    manager,    Strand    and    Cataract 

Theaters,   Niagara   Falls,   N.  Y. 
CLIFFORD     McMAHON,     house     manager,     20thl 

Century  Theater,  Buffalo. 
BOB   BARANOFF,   manager,   Hipp  Theaters,  Clov-J 

ersville,   N.   Y. 
WILLIAM      BROWNSTEIN,      assistant     manager, 

Loew's   Poli,  Springfield,   Mass. 
GEORGE    CALDWtLL,    manager,    Plaza,    Water- 
bury,    Conn. 
S.    SOLOMON,    manager,    Laurel,    Laurel    prings, 

N.  J. 

burg,   Pa. 

Hold  Coast  Rites 
Today  for  Koenig 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

been  a  production  executive  since' 
1921,  working  for  Universal,  War- 
ners and  M-G-M  before  joining  20th- 
Fox.  He  had  been  ill  for  the  last 
four  months.  Survivors  include  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Doris  Koenig,  hisi 
mother,  Mrs.  Jennie  Koenig  and  two 
brothers,  Ben,  and  David,  all  of  Los 
Angeles. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Sacramento,  Call. — Hilda  Victoria 
Seed,  daughter  of  Harry  A.  Seed, 
Warners'  N.  Y.  met.  district  man- 
ager, will  be  married  here  Saturday 
to  Richard  Skirble,  Coast  real  es-  \ 
tate  man,  now  in  the  Army. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Estelle  Taylor  and 
Paul  Small  were  married  here  last 
week. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAIL'x 

Hollywood — Erich  von  Stroheim, 
Jr.  and  Rebecca  B.  Heffener,  known 
on  the  screen  as  Sheila  Darcy,  are 
married. 


MADE  Stnictty  FOR  PLEASURE! 


Burlesque  queen  a  hit  with 
>l.     police  raiders! 


Tim,  Irene  and  Mantan 
make  a  terrific  trio! 


rswr; 


Miss  Corio  keeps  those 
"wolves"  for  pets! 


When  Ann  does  the  Saronga 
you'll  whistle! 


ttt«Rx 


Burlesque's  gorgeous  QUEEN  zips  to  the 
screen  in  a  riot  of  laughs  and  kisses  aimed 
right  at  today's  greatest  boxoffice  need— 
PLEASURE!    It'll  relax  'em,  revive  'em, 
refresh  'em  .  .  .  ivith  gay  girls, 
trick  tunes  and  saucy 
romance! 
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DIRECTED  BY  ARTHUR  DREIFUSS 
Original  Screenplay  by  Charles  R.  Marion  and  Arthur  Hoerl 


"Has  plenty  to  recommend  it  in  the  way  of  entertainment. 
The  screenplay  is  well  constructed  and  spotted  with  belly 
laugh  lines." -FILM  DAILY 

"Good  entry  with  good  musical  background.  Numbers  are 
swell."-  THE  EXHIBITOR 


IKE 


DAILY 


Wednesday,  June  2,  19' 


Grant  "A"  Rating 
For  Film  Carriers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day  conference  over  the  last  week- 
end among  representatives  of  the 
WAC,  the  carriers,  WPB,  Office  of 
Civilian  Supply  and  the  ODT. 

The  Washington  discussion  indi- 
cated that  the  gasoline  situation  as 
a  whole  will  get  worse,  according 
to  H.  M.  Richey,  who  represented 
W.  F.  Rodgers,  chairman  of  the 
distributors  division.  It  is  likely, 
he  said,  that  even  essential  industries 
will  be  cut  down;  therefore  it  is 
imperative  that  the  industry  co- 
operate in  every  way  possible  to  save 
gasoline  and  mileage.  In  a  telegram 
to  WAC  distributor-chairmen  on  the 
Eastern  seaboard,  Richey  urged  the 
formation  of  committees  in  each 
area  to  follow  through  on  a  program 
of  conservation,  the  committees  to 
consist  of  independent  and  circuit 
exhibitors,  exchange  men  and  car- 
riers. 

Richey  to  Address  Committee 

Richey  may  make  a  swing  of  the 
seaboard  to  address  committee  meet- 
ings. He  said  that,  the  present 
operating  schedule  was  agreed  to 
only  on  the  promise  to  canvass  the 
situation  for  further  reduction  of 
individual  trips  to  theaters  during 
the  existing  gasoline  emergency. 

The  Washington  ruling  was  established 
after  careful  study  by  officials  of  the  over- 
all program  which  includes  distribution  and 
exhibition  of  the  OWI  Victory  Films  and 
the  industry-produced,  non-profit  "America 
Speaks"  series,  training,  recruiting  reels, 
newsreels,  as  well  as  the  product  necessary 
to  stage  copper  and  general  salvage  matinees 
and   bond  premieres. 

The  rescinding  of  Order  No.  17  will  place 
the  film  carriers  in  the  preferred  category 
which  includes  such  industries  as  munitions, 
farming,  newspapers  and  the  production  of 
war   materials. 

The  pattern  of  operation  for  the  car- 
riers was  set  down  in  a  series  of  recommen- 
dations which  was  tendered  to  Joseph  B. 
Eastman,  chief  of  the  ODT.  The  recommen- 
dations asked  that  the  trucks  be  authorized 
to  operate  six  days  a  week,  but  with  no 
more  than  five  deliveries  a.  week  from  any 
one  origin  to  any  one  destination,  with  no 
Sunday  limitations.  The  new  arangements 
will  be  restricted  to  the  "delivery  of  posi- 
tive prints  to  theaters,  army  camps,  hos- 
pitals and  charitable  institutions  by  common 
or   contract    carriers." 

Those  attending  for  the  industry  were 
Richey,  Ira  C.  Meinhardt,  attorney  for  the 
Contract  Film  Carriers  of  the  New  York  ex 
change  area,  and  Irving  Dollinger,  former 
president  of  Allied  Theaters  of  New  Jersey, 
acting  for  the  exhibitors. 

The  WPB  was  represented  by  Dr.  W.  Y. 
Elliot  and  Milton  Starr,  the  Office  of  Civi- 
lian Supply  by  C.  J.  Kuntz,  and  the  ODT  by 
the  Messrs.  Brady  and  Walters.  The  meet- 
ing was  arranged  by  Francis  S.  Harmon,  WAC 
executive  vice-chairman,  and  Lowell  Mellett, 
Chief  of  the  OWI's  Motion  Picture  Bureau. 
Thi-  Washington  group  availed  itself  of  Mel- 
letl  s  advices  in  reaffirming  the  necessity  for 
the    theaters'    acting    as    a    medium    of    com- 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


SHIRLEY     STERN,     assistant     manager,     Century 
Theater,    Baltimore,    Md. 


EVELYN     JONES,    secretary, 
Chicago. 


Film    Truck    service 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

CAPT.  ALLEN  H.  WOOD,  USAAF,  formerly 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  Air  Medal 
in     Honolulu. 

—  •  — 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

RUDY  VALLEE,  USCC,  commissioned  a  lieutenant. 

MARSHALL  HOLLANDER,  USN,  son  of  Will 
Hollander,  B  &  K  publicity  chief,  Chicago, 
commissioned    an    ensign. 

WILLIAM  J.  HUTCHINS,  USCC,  former  Nation- 
al Theatre  Supply  Co.,  manager,  New  Haven, 
commissioned    a    lieutenant    (j.g.). 

HARRY  C.  ARTHUR,  III,  son  of  the  F  &  M-St. 
Louis  Theaters  head,  commissioned  a  lieu- 
tenant,   USMC. 

PAUL  B.  BIDERMANN,  USAAF,  formerly  Holly- 
wood, commissioned  a  lieutenant  and  sta- 
tioned at  Roswell  Field,  N.  M.,  as  an 
instructor. 

HERBERT  B.  LAZARUS,  USA,  formerly  Para- 
mount legal  department,  commissioned  a 
2nd    lieutenant. 

MAX  CHECHIK,  Canadian  Army,  formerly  of 
Bay  and  York  Theaters,  Vancouver,  com- 
missioned a  2nd   lieutenant. 

DONALD  ROE,  USMC,  formerly,  manager,  Strand, 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  commissioned  a  2nd  lieu- 
tenant. 


*  PROMOTED  * 

GEORCE  McCULLOUCH,  USA,  formerly  Tower 
Theater,    Chicago,    to    major. 

CHARLES  BURKE,  USA,  formerly  Tower  Theater, 
Chicago    to    captain. 

ROBERT  McDONOUGH,  USA,  formerly  with 
Comerford  Circuit,  Philadelphia,  to  ser- 
geant. 

JOHN  |.  HARTE  USAAF,  formerly,  Riviera 
Theater    Scranton,    Pa.,    to    sergeant. 

ERWIN  K.  WATY,  USA,  formerly  Luna  Theater, 
Chicago   to  corporal. 

EDWARD  S.  ZEIGER,  USA,  formerly  Luna  Thea- 
ter,   Chicago,    to   staff   sergeant. 

—  •  — 

*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  * 

LOUIS    STEIN,    attorney,    Hollywood. 

CECIL  BLACK,  Canadian  Army,  formerly  Em- 
pire-Universal booker,  Winnipeg. 

WILL  MEYERS,  USMC,  formerly  Granada  Theater, 
Chicago. 


*  ARMY  * 

HENRY  BRUENIG,  United  Artists  booker,  New 
Haven. 

ED  BELLEW,  exploiteer,  United  Artists  home 
office. 

RICH    HALL,    Warner   writer,    Hollywood. 

KENNETH  HIGGINS,  writer,  Universal,  Holly- 
wood. 

HENRY  ROWLAND,  20th-Fox  contract  player, 
Hollywood. 

CLARENCE  CHAMPAGNE,  special  effects  man, 
Republic,     Hollywood. 

RICHARD  BEAVERS,  Republic  contract  player, 
Hollywood. 

|OHN  KNIPiPINC,  laborer,  Republic,  Holly- 
wood. 

LLOYD  PERRYMAN,  one  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Pioneers,      Hollywood. 

JACOB  ELLIS  SHAMRAY,  son  of  Pete  Shamray, 
Simth  &  Aller  sales  representative,  Holly- 
wood. 

MIKE  ANDERON,  Brooklyn  booker  for  War- 
ners. 

DAN  PONTICELLO,  New  Jersey  booker  for 
Warners. 

*  N A VY  * 

JACK     BUETEL,     Hollywood. 

MILTON  WEISS,  M-G-M  publicity  dept.,  Holly- 
wood. 

JOHN  McCLOUD,  mail  dept.,  Republic,  Holly- 
wood. 

JAMES  ADLER,  paint  dept.,  Republic,  Holly- 
wood. 

ARNOLD  GRAY,  transportation  dept.,  Republic, 
Hollywood. 

EUGENE  REED,  transportation  dept.,  Republic, 
Hollywood. 

BILL  HAMPTON,  scripter,  Screen  Guild  Players, 
Hollywood. 

DALE  JONES,  Universal  advertising  dept.,  ar- 
tist,   Hollywood. 

ROBERT  WILKS,  booker,  United  Artists,  Dal- 
las. 

LEWIS  STAVALE,  manager,  President  Theater 
Detroit. 

*  ARMY  AIR~FORCES  * 

LARRY  HUBBLE,  assistant  manager,  State  Lake 
Theater,    Chicago. 

*  WAACS  * 

AIMEE   LEWIS,   booker,    M-G-M,   Cleveland. 
MILLIE  ANDERSON,  Herald-American  film  execu- 
tive,   Chicago. 


Relaxed  Dimout  Rules 
Elate  Bay  State  Exhibs. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

out  regulations  have  been  relaxed 
in  shore  resorts  and  look  forward  to 
a  similar  move  for  the  downtown 
section.  Gen.  Sherman  Miles,  com- 
manding this  area,  has  announced 
that  while  shore  resorts  must  keep 
seaside  lights  dimmed  or  blacked 
out,  stores  may  have  lights  on  the 
sides  not  facing  the  sea  and  Vene- 
tian blinds  may  be  used  instead  of 
the  almost  total  blackout  heretofore 
enforced.  Downtown  houses  expect 
that  the  Governor  will  at  once  or- 
der a  lessening  of  the  drastic  regu- 
lations  in   effect  locally. 


Ohio  American  Legion 
Takes  Rap  at  "Moscow" 

Columbus,  O. — First  rap  against 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  in  Ohio,  which 
was  approved  by  the  Ohio  division 
of  censorship,  came  from  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Ohio  de- 
partment of  the  American  Legion, 
which  asked  the  legion's  national 
headquarters  to  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  "offset  the  damage  to 
Americanism"  being  done  by  this 
film. 


(American  Legion  on  the  Coast 
gave  a  warm  endorsement  to  the 
Warner  production). 


munication   between   the   government   and   the 
movie  audiences,  Richey  declared. 

The  official  order  confirming  the  new 
arrangement  is  expected  from  Washington 
momentarily  by  the  New  York  regional 
office   of   the   ODT. 


Film  Deliveries  6  Days 

A  Week;  B.  C.  Coupons  Cut 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — ODT  announced  yes- 
terday that  wholesale  film  deliveries 
were  to  be  exempted  from  its  order 


No.   17  limiting  deliveries  to  two  a 
week  and  banning  Sunday  deliveries. 

Film  delivery  routes  or  areas,  according 
to  the  amendment,  may  be  served  on  any 
six  days  in  the  calendar  week.  Only  five 
deliveries  may  be  made  to  each  destination, 
however,  and  those  may  be  made  only  to 
theaters,  hospitals,  charitable  institutions  or 
military    establishments. 

Yesterday  also  saw  an  announcement  by 
OPA  Administrator  Prentiss  Brown  that  the 
value  of  B  and  C  gas  coupons  has  been  cut 
from  three  to  two  and  a  half  gallons,  thus 
cutting  the  mileage  of  film  salesmen.  The 
reduction  applies  to  the  Eastern  shortage 
area,  where  salesmen  have  been  greatly 
limited   in    travel   for   the  past  year. 


Driving  Ban  Wallops 
Biz  in  Eastern  Area 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

week  in  prospect.  The  Capitol  wi 
"Lady  of  Burlesque"  and  the  Stra 
with  "Action  in  the  North  Atlanti 
were  among  the  heavy  grosser  1 
the  week-end,  while  all  othef  .os 
way  houses  appeared  to  bu,  _/oi 
all  right,  although  not  recoi 
breaking. 

Business  was  reported  to  ha 
been  25  per  cent  below  normal 
upstate  New  York  towns,  while  Ni 
York  City  neighborhood  theate 
described  patronage  as  "just  fai: 
Inability  of  the  public  to  use 
cars,  plus  the  curtailed  bus  s«' 
vices,  was  blamed  for  the  medioc 
attendance  in  many  spots.  Fir 
run  business  in  Albany,  Troy,  Scl 
nectady  and  other  towns  was  s< 
to  be  little  affected  by  the  drivi 
ban,  but  the  subsequents  were  bac 
hit. 

In     Newark,     the     arrest     of 
drivers    for    violations    appeared 
have  been  a  factor  in  causing  tl 
ater  business  to  slow  down.    Sund 
afternoon  was  especially  slow,  w 
only  a  slight  pick-up  Sunday  nig 
The       neighborhoods       fared       01 
slightly   better,   if   at   all,   inasim 
as  residents   along  the  outskirts 
the    ,city    and     in     suburban     art 
either  used  what  little  bus  transp. 
tation  was  available  to  go  downto 
or  stayed  at  home.  One  manager  i 
pressed  the  opinion  that  the  holid 
week-end  would   set  a  new  low. 

Boston  theaters,  despite  the  dr 
ing  ban,  hit  the  jackpot  over  1 
week-end,  many  theaters  reporti 
a  record  for  the  year.  The  Majes 
in  downtown  Boston  doubled 
business  last  week  over  the  previc 
week.     Legit  houses  were  sell-ov 

UA  Branch  in  Memphis 
Dependent  on  Equipmeij 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  taken  an  option  on  office  spa 
Experienced  personnel  will  be  dra 
from    other    company    branches 
the  South  if  the  exchange  is  open 


Allied  Films  to  Zide 

Grand    Rapids,    Mich.— Jack    Zi 

western  Michigan  rep.  for  Repub 
has  bought  out  Allied  Films  fr 
Harry  Gilbert,  Detroit. 


BACK  IN  CIVVIES 

Honorably  Discharged 


ALLAN    KARF,    from    Army    to    assistant    n 
ager    of    Fox-Midwest    houses    in    Salina,    Ka 

)IMMY     LONG,     from    Army;     Long    was 
merly    K.C.    district    manager    for    Fox-Midwi 

JAMES    MAHONEY,    from    Army    to    Inter? 
Theaters,    Putnam,    Conn. 

PERRY  SPENCER,  from  Navy  to  assistant  r 
ager,    Capitol,    Miami,    Fla. 

SERCT.      EDWARD     BLATT,     from     Army 
director,    Warner    Studios. 


ednesday,  June  2,  1943 
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J  Legit.  Offerings 
al'ilh  Movie  "Angels" 


fourteen  legitimate  shows  pres- 
to" on  Broadway  during  1942-1943 
re  backed  wholly  or  in  part  by 
i  money,  a  New  York  Times  re- 
tav  of  the  theatrical  season  just 
l< ')  -discloses. 
f  a  ieth-Fox  and  Columbia  each 
ii»._  dough  into  four  shows. 
G-M,  Warner  Bros,  and  Para- 
unt  invested  in  two  apiece.  Ag- 
egate  pix  company  money  for 
igeling"   purposes   was   in    excess 

$321,500. 
Sere's     the     list     of     shows     and 
.    cunts  invested  by  the  film  com- 
lies: 

■wentieth-Fox — "Something  for  the  Boy?." 
SOO:    "Dark    Eyes."    backed    in    entirety: 

,.  ■     Path."    $25.0 "The    Russian    Peo- 

$17,500     representing    a    half    interest 

Yluinbiu    —     "Counterattack."      $50,000: 

Is."     $25,000;     "Janie."     $22,000; 

;!  ihoraa."    $16,000. 

I-G-Sl —   Sens      ami      Soldiers,"      $47,000: 

Willow    and    I."    $12,500. 
Varner        Bros. — "The        Morning        Star," 

"Little    Darling,"    just     "a    rooting 

i-  the  Times  put  it. 
'ariimount — "Beat      the     Band,"     $13,500; 
i.    Moon   Vine,"   W.500. 


Big  Pix  Coin  for  Siage  Plays 

Studios  Pay  $3,000,000  for  35  in  Season 


The  industry  stepped  up  its  pur- 
chases of  stage  properties  during 
the  past  year,  according  to  a  New 
York  Times  listing  of  shows  screen 
rights  to  which  were  acquired  dur- 
ing- the  1942-1943  theatrical  season 
which  officially  closed  Monday  mid- 
night. The  total  spent  by  the  in- 
dustry for  stage  material  is  given 
as  more  than  $3,000,000,  which  com- 
pares with  $1,122,500  for  the  1941- 
42  season.  Thirty-five  shows  were 
bought  for  conversion  into  screen 
entertainment. 

The  Times  statistics  reveal  M-G-M 
as  the  heaviest  buyer  of  show 
scripts  during  1942-43,  with  a  total 
of  12.  Then  comes  20th-Fox  with 
eight;  Columbia,  six;  Warner  Bros., 
four;  Paramount,  Universal,  Jules 
Stein  (Music  Corp.  of  America), 
Edward  Small  and  Jules  Levey,  one 
each. 

Here  is  the  score  with  estimated 
prices  as  compiled  by  the  Times: 

M-G-M — "Without  Love,"  $260,000;  "The 
Pirate,"     $225, ( :     "Bast    Font     Forward,'' 


acing  Zanuck  on  Inactive 
it  Is  Expected  Shortly 

(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

:  by  the  Army  is  virtually  assured, 
1  e  Film  Daily  has  been  told  by 
1,'eral  War  Department  officials. 
[  ♦Vendell  L.  Willkie,  chairman  of 
J  •  board  of  Twentieth  Century-Fox, 
1  reported  to  have  been  here  seeking 
|  nuck's    release    from    Army    duty 

It  month.  He  is  believed  to  have 
if  erred  with  Undersecretary  of 
|  ti  Robert  P.  Patterson  and  others. 
j  Reports  that  Zanuck's  request 
I  uld  be  granted  within  a  week,  as 
I  nted  by  a  New  York  newspaper, 
re  not  denied,  but  The  Film  Daily 
s  told  by  one  official  that  release 
ithin  the  month"  would  probably 


Qg  j  a  better  prediction. 


•s.  Harry  Seed  Recovers 

Mrs.  Harry  A.  Seed,  wife  of  War- 
t's New  York  metropolitan  dis- 
Ict  manager,  has  recovered  from  a 
ar-month  illness  and  joins  her  hus- 
nd  in  New  York  this  week.  Mrs. 
ed  has  been  under  doctor's  care  in 
:tsburgh,  where  Seed  made  his 
adquarters  before  his  recent  pro- 
>tion. 


ES 


Leonard  Beier,  of  Warners'  home 

!>ce    publicity    department,    is    the 

her  of  a  girl,  born  last  week  to 

rs.   Beier  in   St.   Peter's   Hospital, 

•   Brunswick,    N.   J.      Baby  will 

ailed  Betsy  Ann. 


Detroit — Sherman  J.  Lambly,  Jr., 
arator  at  the  Ferndale  Theater, 
rndale,  Mich.,   is  the  father  of  a 


$150,000;  "Gaslight"  (London  presentation 
ol  the  show  known  here  as  "Angel  Street,") 
"$150,000;  "Sons  and  Soldiers,"  $00,000, 
plus  15  per  cent  of  play's  gross;  "The 
Wookcy,"  "$50,000;  "Hold  on  to  Your 
Hats."  "$40,000;  "High  Kickers,"  $27,500; 
"Meet  the  People,"  $25,000;  "Cry  Havoc." 
$15,000;  "All  in  Favor,"  $15,000;  "Jumbo," 
price   not    available. 

Twentieth-Fox — "The  Eve  of  St.  Mark." 
$300,000;  "Something  for  the  Boys,"  $205.- 
000;  "Flare  Path,"  $75,000;  "Kiki,"  $50,- 
(1(10;  The  Russian  People,"  $.'10,000:  "Can- 
dle in  the  Wind,"  $25,000;  "Lady  in  Er- 
mine," $25,000;  "In  Time  to  Come,"  $20,000. 

Columbia — "Good  Night,  Ladies,"  $150,- 
000;  "The  Land  Is  Bright,"  $00,000;  "Hey, 
Rookies,"  $25,000;  "Nine  Girls,"  $12,500; 
"The  More  the  Merrier"  (for  its  title  only), 
$5,000:  "Yankee  Fable,"  $3,500.  The  last- 
named  was  tested  on  the  road  and  never  got 
to   Broadway. 

Warner  Bros. — "This  Is  the  Army."  $250,- 
000,  plus  all  profits  to  Army  Emergency 
Relief  Fund:  "Dark  Eyes."  "$250,000;  "The 
Doughgirls,"     $250.(1(1(1;      "Janie,"     $100,000. 

Paramount — "Ttomorrow's  Harvest  (  un- 
produced),    $20,000. 

Universal — "See    My    Lawyer."     $8,250. 

Jules  Stein — "Star  and  Garter,"  $175,000, 
plus  25   per  cent   of  profits. 

Edward    Small — "Winter    Soldiers,"    $15,- 

000. 

.Jules   Levey — "The   Hairy   Ape,"    $10,000. 


New  Essentiality 
Policy  is  Held  Due 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ordered  several  circuit  and  exchange 
executives  to  find  essential  jobs  or 
be  bracketed  in  the  1-A  classifica- 
tion was  "absolutely  within  its 
rights." 

Unless  the  industry  can  convince 
local  draft  officials  that  theater  and 
exchange  workers  are  necessary  to 
the  war  effort,  nothing  Washington 
might  undertake  will  prevent  the 
wholesale  drafting  of  eligible  theater 
and  exchange  employes,  he  said.  By 
"eligible,"  he  obviously  meant  men 
up  to  45  years  of  age,  although 
large-scale  drafting  of  men  over  38 
is  not  to  be  looked  for. 

"Local  essentiality  is  to  be  de- 
cided by  local  boards,"  he  said,  add- 
ing that  the  fact  that  the  jobs  these 
men  held  were  not  included  in  the  list, 
of  non-deferrable  jobs  did  not  mean 
that  local  boards  could  not  treat  the 
jobs  as  non-deferrable. 

"A  new  Selective  Service  policy 
is  in  the  making,"  he  said,  with  es- 
sentiality hereafter  not  to  be  deter- 
mined in  Washington  but  at  the  state 
and  local  levels.  A  factor  of  equal 
importance  to  the  job  itself  will  be 
the  local  labor  market,  he  predicted. 
Essentiality  will  be  determined  by 
state  selective  service  directors 
working  with  area  WMC  officials. 
Their  determinations,  however,  will 
be  no  more  binding  upon  local  boards 
than  are  the  various  policy  direc- 
tives which  have  been  issued  from 
Washington.  The  law  provides  that 
local  draft  boards  are  autonomous, 
and  neither  Washington  nor  the 
state  directors  have  true  authority 
over  them,  although  of  course,  indi- 
vidual cases  may  be  appealed. 

The   national   indices   of   essential 


Seek  to  Enforce  Minn. 
Anli-5-Blocks  Law 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

after  a  lengthy  trial,  the  court  grant- 
ed the  distributors  permanent  re- 
straining orders  preventing  enforce- 
ment of  the  law's  provisions  in  Hen- 
nepin and  Ramsey  Counties,  which 
include  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul. 

Officers  and  directors  of  the  new 
organization  of  independents  pointed 
out  he:e  yesterday  that  enforcement 
of  the  act  was  enjoined  only  in  the 
two  counties  and  that  it  still  re- 
mains on  the  statute  books  as  a  valid 
law  of  the  state.  No  appeal  was 
filed  after  the  second  decision  was 
handed  down  and  the  Supreme  Court 
has  not  been  called  upon  to  review 
the  Ramsey  court's  decision. 

The  independents  organization  has  named 
Henry  Greene,  its  secretary,  and  Martin  Le- 
bedoff  ami  Ben  Berger,  members,  as  a  com- 
mittee  of  three  to  delve  into  the  legal  as- 
pects  of  the  matter  and  to  determine  whether 
it  might  be  advisable  to  try  to  obtain  en- 
forcement of  the  anti-five  act  in  other  sec- 
tions   of    the    state. 

Green  announced  yesterday  also  that  E.  L. 
Peaslee,  president  of  Allied  Theater  Owners 
of  the  Northwest,  has  given  his  endorse- 
ment to  North  Central's  plan  to  seek  inter- 
vention by  Federal  authorities  in  the  long- 
pending  argument  between  distributors  and 
independent  exhibitors  concerning  trade 
practices  of  the  fomer. 

Greene  said  Peaslee  is  planning-  to  send 
a  representative  of  Northwest  Allied  to 
Washington,  with  North  Central's  delegation, 
when  the  latter  group  goes  there  next  week 
to  seek  relief  for  independents  from  alleged 
practices  which  North  Central  claims  is 
rapidly  driving  smaller  houses  out  of  busi- 
ness. 

activities  and  essential  jobs  which 
have  been  sent  all  local  boards  from 
Washington  will  probably  not  be 
withdrawn  nor  even  officially  dis- 
credited, but  they  will  cease  to  have 
any  important  bearing  on  the  func- 
tions of  local  boards.  They  will  be- 
come merely  reference  lists  for  local 
guidance. 


Odium's  RKO  Duties 
01  Financial  Nature 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

board  somewhat  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  serves  in  connection  with 
a  number  of  leading  corporations, 
including  some  of  New  York's  lead- 
ing department  stores  in  which  the 
Atlas  Corp.  is  interested.  Odium 
is  president  of  Atlas. 

Richard  C.  Patterson,  the  present 
RKO  board  chairman,  is  definitely 
to  be  named  vice-chairman.  Patter- 
son has  been  serving  the  Treasury 
Department  in  directing  the  sales 
of  war  bonds  in  New  York  State 
and  has  been  on  leave  from  active 
RKO  duties  for  more  than  a  year. 

Today's  meeting  will  bring  about 
a  reorganization  of  the  board,  the 
result  of  Atlas'  acquisition  of  RKO 
control  through  the  purchase  of 
stock  holdings  of  RCA  and  Rocke- 
feller Center,  Inc.  The  stockholders 
will  meet  at  noon  today;  the  directors 
will  convene  at  2  o'clock.  Board  will 
be  cut  from  eleven  to  nine  directors, 
with  Odium,  L.  Boyd  Hatch,  Atlas 
executive  vice-president,  and  George 
Shaw,  also  an  Odium  associate, 
slated  to  be  new  faces.  Going  off, 
it,  is  understood,  will  be  Frank  Zinn 
and  DeWitt  Milhauser  of  RCA, 
Thomas  P.  Durell,  Raymond  Bill 
and  John  M.  Whitaker. 


Trial  of  Louis  Kaufman 
Postponed  Until  June  8 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

leged  gangsters  from  Chicago  will 
appear  in  Federal  Court  to  plead 
to  the  same  indictment.  They  are 
accused  with  Kaufman  of  having 
conspired  to  extort  more  than  $1,- 
000,000  from  film  companies.  Nich- 
olas M.  Schenck  and  other  film  ex- 
ecutives are  expected  to  testify  as 
Government  witnesses  at  their  trial 
early  in    September. 


Edmund  Condon  Dead 

Newark,  N.  J. — Edmund  Condon, 
50,  former  actor,  and  assistant  man- 
ager at  Warners'  Ritz  Theater  in 
Elizabeth  the  past  four  years,  is 
dead  here  after  a  two  weeks'  illness. 


Eugene  Easterly  Dies 

Rochester — Eugene  Easterly,  op- 
tical production  expert  at  Eastman 
Kodak,  died  here. 


WAR  SERVICE 

...  on  the  Filttt  Front 


WAC  exchanges  to  date  have  received 
2,891  requests  for  bookings  of  "Prelude 
to  War"  following  a  national  campaign 
headed  by  the  Trade  Press  Division. 


Blood  donors  sent  to  Red  Cross  blood 
banks  in  the  local  theaters'  drive,  total 
18,682,  Eddie  Dowden,  WAC  publicity 
chairman  for  the  campaign,  reports.  Over 
500  signed  up  in  four  theaters  during  the 
week  ended  May   18. 


u£iwe&6.  v 


tceu 


^i«^.,*%o  lot  more~~  — 
""og  to  do  with- it  W.Sfr. 

;ou,^havei^d30t^„:^ 

,d0U9h;f -'••■  was ^the,  friends  we  m„de 

i^nd  ^<°r  a  quarter  6f  a  century 

:^ho  put  us  0Ver_ 

'  ^M  of  our  customers  today. ..reads'  - 
^eo»WhoVWho»ofthisin-uitr;dS 

"°WO;^rW?>'°"oUrtoes  ever'y-" 
second... to  k«0^  ' 

-to  keep  our  product  from 
be'ng  fust  run-of-the-mill •£  ^.  ^L.    . 

Wehoveanob,igationtope|.form; 

■sto.<eepservingthebestmenin 
^^nesS...withtybestm^ 

...theyre  our  pals. 


SERVICE 


^o'/ers  and  Accessories 
on 

PRELUM  TO  WAR 

Are  Available  at 

Navonal  Scrbbn  Exchangbs 


v0  NOT  REMOVE 


Intimate    in    Character 

international  in  Scope 

[Independent    in    Thought 


-1FDAIIY 


|)L.  83,  NO.  106 


NEW  YORK,  THURSDAY,  JUNE  3,  1943 


TEN  CENTS 


2  "WAR  INFORMATION"  SHORTS  GRATIS 

KO's  Management  Unchanged,  Says  Odium 


Editorial 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    — — 

the  not-so-long-ago,  this  Column  One 

corner   had   something   to  say   about  the 

action   of   boys   in   the   training   camps   to 

wave  of  Hollywood   war  pix.  .  .  .  Here 

some    more    of   the    same,    penned    by    a 

ap  who  has  been  in  service  for  about  two 

ars  and   who,  incidentally,   is  stationed   in 

her    camp.    ...    "I    don't    know    what 

itical    raves    'My    Friend    Flicka'    will    get 

|roughout  the  Union — he  writes — but  when 

played    our    post    theater   here    only    one 

;mber  of  the  telegraph,  teleprinter  section 

ned    out    for    code    school    formation    at 

»ht.   .   .   .  This  burned   me  up  so    I    ques- 

led  each  one  of  the  missing  before  turn- 

Ig  in  a  report.  .  .  .  Unanimous:  'I  went  to 

1  e  movies,  Sergeant.'  .  .  .  The  picture  was 

|licka'.    .    .    .    There's    a    more    pertinent 

m  comment,  though,  about  'The  More  the 

I  errier,'    which    I    could    not    see    because 

J  e  show  was  crowded  .  .  .  Pvt. , 

f ho  may  have  stepped  out  of  a  cartoon 
liout  the  willing  private,  reported,  'I  al- 
|ost  split  my  sides  laughing'.  .  .  .  That's 
>ie  kind  of  picture  we  want.  .  .  .  Not  stuff 
Jiout  the  war." 

o 

|)ATENTLY,  just  as  one  swallow  does  not 
make  Summer,  what  a  couple  of  soldiers 
hve  to  say  about  war  films  necessarily  does 
pt  reflect  the  reaction  of  the  entire  Army. 
But  take  a  gander  at  the  last  report 
1/  Director  R.  B.  Murray  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
(lotion  Picture  Service  on  the  movie  tastes 
members  of  the  armed  forces  as  reflected 
1/  attendance  in  April  at  War  Department 
lieaters.  .  .  .  The  box  office  champ  in  April 
las  "Hello,  Frisco,  Hello,"  20th-Fox's  musi- 
jjl  .  .  .  Sure,  RKO's  "Flight  for  Freedom," 
lie  runner  up,  was  a  war  saga.  .  .  .  How- 
itzer, "My  Friend  Flicka"  (20th-Fox)  was 
liird,  emphasizing  that  the  report  from  a 
Mississippi  camp  cited  above  was  not  out 
If  line.  .  .  .  And  another  "escapist"  pic, 
epublic's  "Hit  Parade  of  1943,"  was  fourth. 


|  NCIDENTALLY,   this  Army   theater  pref- 
erence   for    something    other    than    "war 
Ituff'   on    the    post    theater    screens    is    not 
lew.  .  .  .  Referring  to  the  roster  of  month- 
champions  in  1942,  as  reported  in  the  new 
ilm    Daily   Year    Book   of    Motion    pictures, 
su  note  that  war  films  topped  the  lists  only 
jr  of  the  12  months.  .  .  .  And  one  of  the 
our  was  "Sergeant  York,"  a  story  of  World 
/at   I,   of  course.   .   .   .  The  other   simon- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Has  'Full  Confidence/  New 
Board  Chairman  Declares; 
Rathvon  Renamed  Pres. 


Direction  of  RKO  operations  will 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  same 
management  who  have  been  in 
charge  during-  the 
past  year,  Floyd 
B.  Odium,  new 
board  chairman, 
announced  yes- 
terday following 
the  annual  stock- 
holders meeting 
in  Dover,  Del., 
and  the  board's 
r  e  o  r  g  a  nization 
session  which  fol- 
lowed in  this  city. 
Odium  presi- 
dent of  Atlas 
Corp.,  investment 
trust  heavily  in- 
terested in  RKO, 
in  a  formal  state- 
ment said  that  "the  rehabilitation  of 


FLOYD    B.    ODLUM 


i  (   mtinued  on  Page  3 ) 


Rowdies  End  Dallas 
Midnight  Pix  Shows 


Dallas — Hoodlumism  has  been  so 
rampant  during  midnight  shows  in 
Dallas  that  they  have  been  discon- 
tinued in  all  Inter-State  houses, 
both  metropolitan  and  neighbor- 
hood. 

Damage   to   property,   slashing  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


APPEAL  BOARD 
NIXES  AWARD 

Decree     Limitations     Factor 
in  Vermont  Reversal 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  motion 
picture  appeal  board  apparently  be- 
lieves that  the  Welden  Theater,  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  is  justified  in  its  com- 
plaint against  Paramount  and  that 
Paramount  is  penalizing  the  Welden 
for  joining  a  booking  and  buying 
agency,  the  award  of  the  arbitrator 
has  been  reversed  and  the  case  dis- 
missed, due,  obviously  to  the  limita- 
tions of  the  consent  decree. 

The  Welden  had  bought  Paramount 
first-run  until  November,  1942,  when, 
according  to  the  testimony,  the  first- 
runs  were  switched  to  the  Empire, 
which  was  described  as  an  "inferior" 
theater.  Reason  for  the  transfer  was 
said  to  have  been  the  refusal  at  first 
{Continued  on  Page  9) 


Coast  Starts  Eight, 
Making  52  Shooting 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Eight  new  pictures 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
before  the  week  ends,  bringing  the 
total  shooting  to  52.     The  check-up: 

At  Columbia:  Five  shooting,  in- 
cluding   "Cover     Girl,"     Technicolor 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Universal  Merger  Approved 

Action  Ends  Minority  Stockholders'  Suit 


Howard  Feared  Lost  As 
Nazis  Shoot  Down  Plane 


London  (By  Cable) — Leslie  How- 
ard and  his  associates,  Alfred  Chaen- 
wall,  are  believed  to  have  been  on 
the  British  passenger  airliner  that 
disappeared  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
while  en  route  from  Lisbon  to  Eng- 
land.       Reports    from    Lisbon    said 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
William  T.  Collins  yesterday  ap- 
proved the  merger  of  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.,  Inc.,  with  Universal  Corp. 
The  court's  action  automatically  ter- 
minated a  minority  stockholders'  ac- 
tion against  the  former  firm. 

Justice  Collins  ruled  that  "upon 
the  merger,  and  only  then,  will  the 
minority  common  stockholders  of 
Pictures,   for  the   first   time   in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


New  Program  Supersedes 
"Victory"  and  "America 
Speaks"  Subjects  Aug.  1 


A  joint  program  of  52  "War  Infor- 
mation" shorts  to  be  furnished  gra- 
tis to  16,500  pledged  theaters  at 
weekly  intervals  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Lowell  Mellett,  chief 
of  the  motion  picture  bureau  of  the 
OWI,  and  Francis  S.  Harmon,  ex- 
ecutive vice-chairman  of  the  WAC. 
The  program  starts  Aug.  1  with 
half  of  the  year's  total  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  OWI,  13  or  more  by 
the  industry  and  the  remaining  sub- 

(Continucd  on  Page  5) 


Iowa  Rural  Theaters 
To  Shift  Show  Hours 


Des  Moines,  la. — A  proclamation 
issued  by  Gov.  B.  B.  Hickenlooper 
urging  agricultural  communities  to 
adjust  and  rearrange  their  hours  "so 
that  they  can  best  serve  the  needs 
of   the   farmers"   is   intended  to   in- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Amusement  Meet  Today 
On  Full  War  Work 


The  National  Conference  of  En- 
tertainment Industry  for  War  Ac- 
tivities, which  will  discuss  the  com- 
plete mobilization  of  the  entertain- 
ment world  to  advance  the  nation's 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Three  Marxmen  May 
Sign  With  Stromberg 

Groucho,  Chico  and  Harpo  Marx 
Will  return  to  the  screen  under  the 
Hunt  Stromberg  banner  if  a  deal  now 
on  the  fire  is  closed,  the  United 
Artists  producer  announced  yester- 
day in  New  York.  A  musical  in 
Technicolor  starring  the  brothers  is 
planned  and  it  appears  likely  that 
Frank  Sinatra  and  Alice  Faye  will  be 
featured,  along  with  Chico's  orches- 
tra. 

The  Marx  brothers  were  last  seen 
in  "The  Big  Store"  for  M-G-M  two 
years  ago. 
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SWG  Resolves  Against 
Deferment  for  Writers 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Following  the  lead  of 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild  executive  hoard  has 
adopted  a  resolution  opposing  de- 
ferment of  film   writers. 

In  part,  the  measure  reads;  "That 
it  shall  be  the  policy  of  Screen  Writ- 
ers Guild  that  no  writers  otherwise 
draftable  should  be  deferred  because 
of  their  occupations,  except  to  finish 
a  current  assignment." 


corninG  mid  goihg 


NORMAN  ELSON,  general  manager  of  Trans- 
Lux  Theaters,  leaves  for  Chicago,  tomorrow  to 
attend  the  Monogram  convention.  He  returns 
to    New   York   Monday. 

TOM  CONNORS,  distribution  chief  of  20th- 
Fox,  went  to  Washington  yesterday.  He'll 
be    back    tomorrow. 

G.  L.  CARRINGTON,  president  of  Altec  Lan- 
sing Corp.,  has  returned  to  Hollywood  from 
a  week's  trip  to   the   New  York  Office. 

NICHOLAS  NAPOL1,  president  of  Artkino, 
is  due  back  from  the  Coast  Friday.  He  has 
been  at  the  Paramount  studio  assisting  in  the 
preparation  of  "The  City  That  Stopped   Hitler." 

MAURY  SAFFLE,  Seattle,  branch  manager  of 
M-C-M,    is    in    New    York. 

MICHAEL   TODD   arrives   on   the   Coast   toady. 

JOHN  C.  WILSON,  the  Broadway  producer, 
is  on   his   way   to   the   Coast. 

MICKEY  ROONEY  started  a  voluntary  tour 
of  Army  camps  yesterday  at  Camp  Willitson, 
Boulder  City,  Nev.  The  tour  will  wind  up  on 
June  9  at  Fitzsimmons  General  Hospital,  Den- 
ver. 

BOB  BURNS  will  be  at  Hicks  Field,  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  on  June  11  for  the  first  of  three 
personal  appearances  under  USO-Camp  Shows 
auspices.  On  June  12  he  will  be  at  Camp 
Wolters,  Mineral  Wells,  Tex.,  and  on  June  14 
at    Luke    Field,   Phoenix. 


Scratch-pad 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pure  war  pix  were  "To  the  Shores  of  Tripoli," 
"Desperate  Journey"  and  "Wake  Island".  .  . 
Sure,  the  boys  at  the  camps  know  a  good 
war  film  when  it  comes  along.  .  .  .  But 
that  doesn't  alter  the  fact — and  fact  it  ap- 
pears to  be,  on  the  basis  of  the  evidence  in 
thus  far — that  they  prefer  the  lighter  variety 
of  entertainment  these  days.  .  .  .  That 
preference  reasonably  may  be  expected  to 
grow  rather  than  diminish  as  the  war  stif- 
fens. 

0 

D-    S. — Why    doesn't    some    studio    come 
through    with    a    really    good    and    really 
funny  soldier  comedy? 


"U"  to  Send  Out  "A"  Pix 
For  Hot  Weather  Months 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Universal  will  mark 
June,  July  and  August  with  the  re- 
lease of  a  steady  flow  of  Class  A 
product,  William  A.  Scully,  sales 
chief,  announced  yesterday  after  a 
three-day  huddle  with  Prexy  Nate 
Blumberg  and  Cliff  Work,  studio 
head.  Seven  of  the  pix  set  are 
definitely  in  the  top-budget  class,  it 
was  pointed  out. 

Dates  on  the  "hot  weather"  re- 
leases as  set  by  Scully  are:  "Captive 
Wild  Woman"  June  4  "All  By  My- 
self" 11;  "Two  Tickets  to  London," 
18;  "Get  Going,"  25;  "Hit  the  Ice," 
July  2;  "Girls,  Inc.,"  9;  "We've  Never 
Been  Licked,"  16;  "Second  Honey- 
moon," 23:  "Hers  to  Hold,"  30; 
"Frontier  Bad  Men,"  Aug.  6;  "Cor- 
vette K-255,"  13,  and  "Phantom  of 
the  Opera,"  27. 

Scully,  who  arrived  from  New 
York  a  week  ago  will  continue  his 
confabs  with  Blumberg  and  Work 
until  next  Thursday,  when  he  leaves 


HARRY  GOLDBERG  returns  from  Philadelphia 
today. 

HAL  HORNE,  20th-Fox's  ad-publicity  chief, 
leaves     for     the     studio     tomorrow. 

L.  J.  SCHLAIFER,  recently  appointed  home 
office  representative  for  the  20th-Fox  sales 
force,  has  gone  to  Chicago,  acting  as  personal 
representative  in  the  field  for  William  C.  Gehr- 
ing,  the  company's  Western  sales  manager.  He'll 
be  away  for  the  rest  of  the  week. 

BETTY  CRABLE  arrives  from  the  Coast  to- 
morrow  morning. 

CEORCE  SMITH,  Paramount's  Western  di- 
vision manager,  has  left  on  a  tour  of  his  ter- 
ritory which  will  take  him  to  Los  Angeles.  He's 
expected   back   in   two   weeks. 

AKIM  TAMIROFF,  left  for  the  Coast  yester- 
day. 

FRED  CLUBB,  pilot  officer  of  the  Royal 
Australian  Air  Force,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Paramount  ad  sales  department  in  Sydney,  Aus- 
tralia, was  a  visitor  here  before  going  over- 
seas.     He   had   been   training   in   Canada. 

JULES  LEVEY  has  gone  to  the  Coast  to  start 
production  on  "The   Hairy  Ape." 

BONITA  GRANVILLE  gets  in  from  the  Coast 
Sunday. 

PHIL  REISMAN,  RKO  Radio's  foreign  dis- 
tribution head,  is  due  back  from  his  South 
American    tour    by    Clipper    on    Monday. 


President's  Board  Splits 
United  Nations  Week  Fund 


Allocation  of  funds  collected  by 
the  nation's  theaters  during  United 
Nations  Week  by  the  President's 
War  Relief  Control  Board  "was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Edward  L.  Al- 
person,  national  chairman  for  UNW. 

Alperson  released  a  letter  from 
Winthrop  W.  Aldrich,  chairman  of 
the  President's  Board,  which  re- 
vealed that  the  amount  distributed 
totaled  $1,518,737.20,  with  still  more 
expected  from  locations  around  the 
country. 

Breakdown  of  disbursements  is  as 
follows:  British  War  Relief,  $200,- 
000;  United  China  Relief,  $250,000; 
Russian  War  Relief,  $250,000;  Greek 
War  Relief,  $250,000;  French  Re- 
lief, $200,000;  Polish  War  Relief, 
$168,737.20;  United  Yugoslav  Relief, 
$50,000;  Queen  Wilhelmina  Fund, 
$50,000;  Norwegian  Relief,  $50,000; 
United  Czechoslovakia  Relief,  $50,- 
000. 

Aldrich  expressed  his  appreciation 
and  Alperson  his  thanks  to  indus- 
tryites  for  their  co-op,  the  latter  pay- 
ing tribute  as  well  to  the  moviegoer 
contributors. 


Hollywood  to  House 
Berlin's  "Armv"  Here 


Originally  planned  to  open  a 
Broadway  run  in  the  Strand  on  July 
23,  Irving  Berlin's  "This  Is  the 
Army"  will  be  housed  instead  in  the 
Hollywood,  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. Opening  date  there,  however, 
remains  to  be  determined. 


for  Chicago  to  preside  over  the  com- 
pany's sales  meeting  June  15-18. 
The  studio  sessions  to  follow  will  be 
devoted  to  1943-44  product  plans. 


Kalmenson  Picks  Goe 
For  New  Haven  Branch 


Carl  Goe,  formerly  a  member 
Warners  sales  staff  in  Boston,  h 
been  promoted  by  Ben  Kalmens< 
feneral  sales  manager,  to  the  p< 
of  branch  manager  in  New  Hav< 
effective  immediately.  Goe  succec 
Philip   Sherman,  resigned. 


I 


Shayne  in  B  &  K  Booth 

Chicago — President  Peter   Sha^ 
of  the  Operators  Union,  is  now  woi ' 
ing  as  an  operator,  at  the  Loop  B 
K  United  Artists   theaters.      Ha: 
Ragan    is    now    assistant    bushr* 
manager  of  the  Operators  Union  1 1 
der  John  Smith,  business  agent. 


Gilbert  Denies  Allied  Sale 

Harry  Gilbert,  head  of  Allied  Fi 
Exchange,   Detroit,   in  town   to  i\ 
film,   yesterday   denied  that  he  1 
sold   his   company   to  Jack   Zide 
reported    in   yesterday's   The   Fi 
Daily. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALJ 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in  George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Plctur 
Gala  Stage   Revue    «   Symphony  Orchestra 
First    Mezzanine    Seau    Reserved.    Circle    6-46 
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MY  FWWD 
FL1CM 
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The  HARTMANS 

Larry  ADLER< 

Mitzi  MAYFAIR 

The  MERRY  MAC 


"5  GRAVES 
TO  CAIRO" 

A  Paramount  Picture 


In  Person 
Frank  Sinatra 
Gracie   Barrie 

and  her  orchestra 
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STARTS  TOMORROW 

Ray  Milland'lda  Lupino* Charles  Laughton 

"FOREVER  AND  A  DAY" 

—  and  — 

"HE    HIRED   THE   BOSS" 

Stuart  Erwin     •     Evelyn  Venable 
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ON  SCREEN 
JUDY  GARLAND 
VAN    HEFLIN 
"PRESENTING 
LILY    MARS" 
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IN  PERSON 

AL  TRACE 

AND  ORCH. 

MOLLY  PICON 

ALAN 
COURTNEY 
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starring 

MICKEY 
ROONEY 


Dear  Mr.  Exhibitor: 

The  gratifying  success  of  "THE  HUMAN  COMEDY"  everywhere 
prompts  this  letter  because  we're  both  making  more  than  money  out  of  it. 

For  deep-down-in -your-heart  satisfaction  we  ask  that  you  stand  in 
the  lobby  when  the  folks  come  out  after  seeing  this  great  box-office  attraction. 
It's  something  to  feel  the  gratitude  of  people,  to  see  the  smile  coming  your 
way  with  a  "Thanks  neighbor"  in  the  starry  eyes. 

Sentimental,  why  not !  Sure,  you're  in  business  to  make  money  and 
so  are  we,  and  we're  both  making  it  out  of  "THE  HUMAN  COMEDY"  but  it's 
the  extra  something  in  audience  relationship  that  we  may  both  justly  prize 
in  presenting  this  splendid  box-office  attraction. 

One  of  the  critics  said  that  "THE  HUMAN  COMEDY"  with  its  story 
of  our  people  at  home  comes  closer  to  the  hearts  of  Americans  in  these  times 
and  does  more  good  for  the  job  we're  all  doing  than  any  film  now  showing. 
We're  proud  of  its  success  but  we're  doubly  proud  of  it  for  that  reason. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Metro  -  Goldwyn  -  Mayer 


P.  S.  Let's  give  them  all  a  big  hand:  William  Saroyan's  "The  Human  Comedy"  starring  Mickey  Rooney 
with  Frank  Morgan,  James  Craig,  Marsha  Hunt,  Fay  Bainter,  Ray  Collins,  Van  Johnson,  Donna  Reed, 
Jack  Jenkins,  Dorothy  Morris,  John  Craven,  Ann  Ayars,  Mary  Nash,  Henry  O'Neill  •  From  the  story 
by  William  Saroyan  •  Screen  Play  by  Howard  Estabrook  •  Produced  and  Directed  by  Clarence  Brown. 


Let's  Keep  Selling  Bonds! 

litho  us 


jrsday,  June  3,  1943 
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i  RKO  Management 
anges,  Says  Odium 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

affairs   of   the  corporation   and 
subsidiaries  which   has  been  ac- 
plished  during  the  past  year  and 
results  of  recent  operations  have 
i   most  gratifying." 
he     RKO    management,     Odium 
d,  has  his  "full  confidence."     "I 
i  naturally  given  considerable  at- 
ion  to  affairs  of  the  company  for 
ng  time,"  the  new  board  chair- 
commented,  "and  can  only  hope 
my  official  association  will  prove 
;ome   benefit." 

s  forecast,  the  stockholders  re- 
?d  the  RKO  board  from  11  to 
L  electing  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Fred- 
k  L.  Ehrman,  L.  Lawrence  Green, 
Boyd  Hatch,  Odium,  Richard  C. 
.erson,  Jr.,  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
rge  H.  Shaw  and  John  M.  Whit- 
Odlum,  Hatch  and  Shaw  are 
faces, 
gain  as  anticipated,  the  boai'd 
its  own  meeting  named  Patter- 
as  vice-chairman.  Patterson, 
rman  during  the  past  year,  will 
;inue  his  activities  as  State  chair- 
i  of  the  Treasury's  War  Savings 
pp,  it  was  announced. 
11  other  officers  of  RKO  were 
lected  as  follows:  N.  Peter  Rath- 
.  president;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice- 
ddent;  Gordon  E.  Youngman, 
-president  and  general  counsel; 
n  Goldberg,  treasurer;  J.  Miller 
|ker,  secretary;  Garrett  Van 
gner,  comptroller;  W.  H.  Clark, 
\.  McMahon,  H.  E.  Newcomb,  as- 
ant  treasurers;  R.  H.  Dann,  Ken- 
i  B.  Umbreit,  William  F.  Whit- 
i,  assistant  secretaries, 
.aymond  Bill,  a  member  of  the 
vious  board,  will  continue  his  as- 
ation  with  RKO  in  a  consulting 
acity. 

it  the  stockholders'  meeting  Mes- 
Price,  Waterhouse  &  Co.  were 
ointed  auditors  for  1943  and  the 
:kholders  authorized  the  amend- 
it  of  the  certificate  of  incorpo- 
.on  which  was  described  in  the 
ice  of  the  meeting. 


i.  Censors  Pass  "Moscow" 

hicago — The  censor  board  passed 
ission   to   Moscow"   without  cuts. 

cago  opening  date  for  the  pic  is 
v  under  negotiation. 


Junne  3 

J.    H.    Hoffberg  Dick    Pritchard 

Francis     E.     Ziesse  Sylvia    Sanders 

E.  M.  Orowitz  Ted     Tetzlaff 

Sarah   Jacobson 


u 
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Travel  Notes,  Etc. 

•  •  •  OUR  national  dessert  may  be  apple  pie.  but  that  of  film- 
land has  long  been  the  good  old  "junket" One  oi  the  most  elab- 
orate of  such  promotional  dishes  was  due  to  be  served  by  cheis  of 
Paramount  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  pre- 
miere feast  at  the  local  Rivoli  on  July   14 But  the   hegira,  which 

was    to    have    brought    epicures    of    the    Fourth    Estate    from    the    West 

Coast,  and  way  stations,  is  definitely  off  the  pic's  world-bow  menu 

Reason:  C'est  la  guerre! Or.  more  exactly,  the  patriotic  Para,  gents' 

desire  to  co-operate  with  ODT  in  the  successful  winning  of  la  guerre 

'Tis  no  time  for  travel  which  can   be  dispensed  with,   say  they 

That    decision    is    wise Besides,    if    the    mine    workers'    walk-out 

continues,  there  won't  be  any  chance  to  travel  on  trains  anyway,  or 
anywhere,  thanks  (?)  to  what  might  be  termed  Uncle  Sammy's  Little 
Coal-Black   Foes, — John    L.    Lewis    4   Co 

▼  Y  ▼ 

•  •  •  ANENT  travel,  plus  coincidence,  Phil  M.  hied  over  to 
lite  N.Y.N.H.  &  H.  ticket-reservation  window  t'other  day  witii  the 
brewing   idea   of  getting   up   to   Brattleboro   to   have   a   personal   visit 

with    Peter    Latchis,    New    England    film    circuit    operator The 

ticket    agent's    name    on    the   window   grille   was    O.   D.    Taylor 

Looking  at  those  initials,  ODT,  sure  gives  one  pause  re  traveling  in 
wartime!.  .  .  •  That  cocktail  party  in  Radio  City  Music  Hall's 
studio  apartment  on  Tuesday  hosted  by  Ed  Sullivan,  Gus  Eyssell  and 
Harry  Brandt  for  the  various  committeemen  who  made  the  recent 
Creek  War  Relief  Show  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden  such  a  grand  success, 
teas    richly-deserved    recognitioti    of   said    committeemen's    efforts.    .    . 

•  National  Screen  Service  announced  yes'day  that  a  special  Father's 
Day     trailer    has     been     prepared     for     distribution     through     all    its 

branches The    trailer    features     Walter    Huston,    chosen     by     the 

National  Father's  Day  Committee  as  "Screen  Father  of  the  Year"  as 
result  of  his  performance  in  WB's  "Mission  to  Moscow".  .  .  •  Lillian 
'/.alt  lias  been  appointed  Director  of  Publicity  and  Special  Events  for 
Station  WNEW,  succeeding  Jack  Banner.  .  .  •  Speaking  of  WNEW, 
Corp.  Hill  Herns,  film  commentator  thereon  before  joining  the  Army, 
writes    that    he  got   a   happy   surprise   when  .he   moved    into    the    \2th 

Corps  down  in  Columbia,  S.  C There  he  met  up  with  Joe  Gould 

who  was  prexy  of  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild  prior  to  donning 
khaki Joe  is  a  2nd  Lieutenant  there  and  Motor  Officer  for  Head- 
quarters 12th  Corps.  .  .  #  Fred  Ullman,  Jr.,  producer  of  RKO  Radio's 
"This  Is  America"  series,  is  hosting  an  informal  luncheon  tomorrow 
o'er  at  Pathe  in  connection  with  release  of  "Lieutenant  Smith,"  eighth 
in  said  series  of  pix.  .  .  •  Those  who  are  wondering  what's  likely 
to  happen  next  in  the  lucky  line  for  Warners  might  do  a  little  con- 
juring with  the  following  titles  which  are  'mong  the  company's  forth- 
coming releases: "Background  to  Danger,"  with  locale  in   Turkey 

and  thereabouts,  a  possible  invasion  avenue;  "Watch  on  the  Rhine," 
where  plenty  of  icatching  is  being  done  right  now;  "This  is  the 
Army,"  which  could  mean  the  Yanks  and  others  now  poised  near  the 
English  channel;  "To  the  Last  Man,"  or  how  they  intend  to  fight  it 
out;  and  "Thank  Your  Lucky  Stars,"  a  fitting  Thanksgiving  theme 
for  the  victors.  .  .  •  The  National  Headliners'  Club  has  just  estab- 
lished  a    War   Correspondents    Valor  Medal,   approved    by    the   Army 

and    Navy It    is   given    for    outstanding    heroism    in    pursuit    of 

reportorial  duties  on  the  war  fronts,  and  will  be  perpetuated  for  war's 
duration 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


WILLIAM    SALE,    manager,    Bijou    and    Hoquiam 
Theaters,    Hoquiam,    Wash. 

CARL    GOE,    exchange    manager,    Warners,    New 
Haven. 

EDWARD    KEARNY,     manager,     Empire    Theater, 
Syracuse,    N.    Y. 

52  War  Information 
Shorts  to  be  Gratis 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

jects  coming  from  the  Co-ordinator 
of  Inter-American  Affairs,  United 
Nations,  National  War  Fund  and 
the  Red  Cross. 

The  new  program  supersedes  the 
present  "Victory"  series  and  the 
"America  Speaks"  subjects.  Lack  of 
uniformity  in  rental  arrangements 
and  wide  divergence  in  total  book- 
ings prompted  officers  of  the  WAC 
and  the  OWI  to  formulate  the  sim- 
plified joint  program  of  "War  In- 
formation" releases  at  a  meeting 
yesterday. 

Mellett  described  the  new  plan 
as  a  "fine  demonstration  of  co-op- 
eration from  production,  distribu- 
tion and  exhibition."  Harmon  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  most  of  the 
films  made  by  the  industry  would 
not  exceed  one  reel  in  length.  He 
said  that  the  great  advantage  in  the 
simplified,  joint  program  was  its 
uniformity.  The  nation's  pledged 
theaters  can  now  plan  their  pro- 
grams in  the  knowledge  that  one 
pledged  film  per  week  will  be  re- 
leased conveying  important  infor- 
mation, he   added. 

First  release  will  be  a  10-minute 
short  in  production  at  the  Para- 
mount studio  for  the  National  War 
Fund,  with  677  prints  provided  by 
the  fund  for  WAC  distribution.  An- 
other will  be  made  by  RKO-Pathe 
on  the   Army's   mail   service. 

Attending  the  meeting  yesterday 
were  S.  H.  Fabian,  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
R.  B.  Wilby,  Nathan  Yamins,  Lee 
Newbury,  Leonard  Goldenson,  Max 
A.  Cohen,  Charles  Moskowitz,  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  John  O'Connor,  H.  M. 
Richey,  Lowell  Mellett,  Arch  Mer- 
cey,  Francis  Harmon,  Arthur  Mayer 
and  Herman  Gluckman, 


Dr.  Allan  Roy  Daioe  Dead 

North  Bay,  Ont.— Dr.  Allan  Roy 
Dafoe,  60,  who  attended  the  Dionne 
quintuplets  at  their  birth,  died  yes- 
terday. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


JEANNE  EISER,  assistant  manager,  Keith's, 
Syracuse,   N.  Y. 

JANET  McBEATH,  booker,  United  Artists,  Van- 
couver. 

NAOMI  LANDA,  booker,  United  Artists,  Mon- 
treal. 

ETHEL  CUTLER,  assistant  booker,  United  Ar- 
tists,  Toronto. 
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Thursday,  June  3,  1943 


Coast  Starts  Eight, 
Making  52  Shooting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

musical  starring  Rita  Hayworth, 
with  Jinx  Falkenburg,  Xavier  Cu- 
gat  and  orchestra,  Leslie  Brooks, 
Anita  Colby  and  15  cover  girls. 
Arthur  Schwartz  producing  and 
William  A.  Seiter  directing;  and, 
"The  Manhattan  Buckaroo,"  west- 
ern, with  Charles  Starrett,  Vi 
Athens  and  Pinky  Tomlin.  Jack 
Fier  producing  and  Benjamin  Klein 
directing. 

At  Samuel  Goldwyn:  Shooting-  "The  North 
Star." 

At   M-G-M:    Ten    shooting-.     - 

At  Monogram:  Three  shooting,  including 
"Ground  Crew"  story  of  U.  S.  aviation  me- 
chanics, with  Jackie  Cooper  and  Sam  Le- 
vene  in  featured  roles.  Christy  Cabanne 
directing. 

At  Paramount:  Five  shooting,  including 
"Frenchman's  Creek,"  drama,  Technicolor 
picturization  of  Daphne  du  Maimer's  novel, 
with  Joan  Fontaine  and  Arturo  de  Cordova 
in  the  leading  roles,  supported  by  Sir  Cedrie 
Hardwicke,  Ralph  Forbes  and  Nigel  Bruce. 
Mitchell  Leisen  directing,  with  David  Lawis 
as  associate  producer;  and,  "Henry  Aldrich 
Rocks  the  Cradle,"  adventure  picture,  with 
Jimmy  Lydon,  Charlie  Smith,  John  Litel, 
Olive  Blakeney,  Joan  Mortimer.  Hugh  Ben- 
nett directing  and  Michel  Kraike  associate 
producer,  under  the  supervision  of  Walter 
MacEwen. 

At   PRC:    Two    shooting. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Adventures  of  a  Rookie,"  comedy,  fea- 
turing- Wally  Brown  and  Alan  Carney,  with 
Margaret  Landry,  Richard  Martin,  Hugh 
Beaumont  and  Patti  Brill.  Bert  Gilroy  pro- 
ducing  and  Leslie   Goodwins   directing. 

At    Republic:    Two    shooting. 

At  20th-Fox:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Dancing  Masters,"  comedy  with  Stan  Lau- 
rel and  Oliver  Hardy,  Judy  Marshall,  Rob- 
ert Bailey  and  Matt  Briggs.  Lee  Marcus 
producing   and  Mai  St.  Clair  directing. 

At  United  Artists:  Harry  Sherman  shoot- 
ing  "The    Gunmaster." 

At  Universal:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Second  Honeymoon,"  comedy,  with  David 
Bruce,  Harriett  Hilliard,  Rod  Cameron,  Veloz 
and  Yolanda,  June  Vincent,  Bobby  Brooks 
and  Hattie  Noel.  Edward  Lilley  directing 
for    producer,    Warren    Wilson. 

At  Warners:  Five  shooting. 


Howard  Feared  Lost  As 
Nazis  Shoot  Down  Plane 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the   plane   had   been    shot   down   by 
enemy  action. 

Howard  had  been  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  lecturing  for  the  British 
on  how  films  are  made  and  looking 
into  the  possibilities  of  producing 
in   Spain.     He  is  50  years  old. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Des  Moines,  la. — Martha  Gilmore, 
poster  clerk  at  Warners  exchange, 
was  married  while  on  her  vacation 
at  Macon,  Ga.,  to  Charles  Pearce. 
Her  husband  is  an  Army  para- 
trooper. 


Blain,  Pa.— Cpl.  Dale  0.  Hartzell, 
former  employe  of  the  Comerford, 
at  Carlisle,  was  recently  married  to 
Marian  Rohm  in  the  Lutheran 
Church    here. 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

JACK  SAHAIDA,  USN,  formerly  Feeley  Theater, 
Hazleton,  Pa.,  commissioned  an  ensign. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

JACK  CARROLL,  USA,  formerly  Comerford  Cir- 
cuit, Philadelphia,  to  sergeant. 

JOHN  P.  McHOUGH,  USAAF,  formerly  Comerford 
Circuit,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  to  warrant  of- 
ficer. 

*  TO  0FFICERS~SCH00LS  * 

STAFF    SCT.     JAMES     BOLAND,     USA,     formerly 


Capitol     Theater,     Scranton,     Pennsylvania. 

*  ARMY  * 

JEROME  CUMBINER,  son  of  Abe  Gumbiner,  Chi- 
cago. 
CHARLES   BABALUA,   Belmont  Theater,   Chicago. 
BRUCE  DALTON,  Varsity  Theater,  Chicago. 

*  WAACS  * 

FLORENCE  SMITH,   Eastman   Kodak  Co.,  Roches- 


Mass  "T"  Flag  Raising 
For  Broadway's  Theaters 


All  Broadway  film  picture  the- 
aters in  the  area  between  42nd  and 
52nd  Sts.  will  participate  in  a  mass 
Treasury  "T"  flag  raising  ceremony 
sponsored  by  the  WAC  Theaters' 
Division  at  1  pm.  Monday.  The 
flags,  signifying  that  90  per  cent 
of  the  members  of  each  theater,  or 
company,  are  on  the  Pay-Roll  Bond 
Buying  Plan,  will  be  raised  simul- 
taneously at  a  given  signal. 

In  addition  to  the  ceremonies  at- 
tending the  mass  raising,  observ- 
ances will  take  place  in  front  of 
each  house.  For  instance,  in  front 
of  the  Strand,  Cab  Calloway  and  hils 
band  assisted  by  Dooley  Wilson  will 
participate,  and  in  like  manner,  Bob 
Allen  and  his  ork.  will  appear  be- 
fore the  Capitol,  Gracie  Barry  and 
orchestra  in  front  of  the  Paramount, 
Al  Tracey  with  his  band  beneath  the 
marquee  of  Loew's  State,  and  in 
front  of  the  Roxy,  Paul  Ash  and  his 
ork. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the 
Treasury,  Army  and  Navy  Bands, 
and  contingents  of  WAACS,  SPARS, 
WAVES  and  Marines  will  have  im- 
portant roles  in  the  patriotic  Times 
Square    demonstration. 


Allied  West  End  Parley 
Reservations  Pouring  In. 

Reservations  at  the  Hollywood  Ho- 
tel, West  End,  N.  J.,  where  New 
Jersey  Allied  will  hold  its  24th  an- 
nual meeting,  are  coming  in  so  fast 
that  E.  Thornton  Kelley,  confer- 
ence manager,  is  warning  that  those 
who  expect  to  attend  should  notify 
the  hotel  immediately.  It  was  point- 
ed out  that  the  hotel  is  not  large 
and  that  reservations  must  be  made 
early.  Meetings  dates  are  June  30, 
31  and  July  1.  Of  the  reservations 
made  so  far,  90  per  cent  are  from 
theater  owners,  indicating  a  large 
exhibitor    attendance. 

The  Eastern  Regional  Conference 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  an- 
nual New  Jersey  Allied  affair. 


Triples  "Mission"  Ad  Budget 

Boston  —  The  Metropolitan  here 
will  triple  its  usual  budget  for  news- 
paper space  on  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow." Additional  outlay  will  be 
split  equally  by  the  theater  and 
Warners. 


Amusement  Meet  Today 
On  Full  War  Work 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
war  effort,  opens  this  afternoon  at 
the  New  York  Times  Hall.  The  meet- 
ing, which  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America,  the  parent  body  of  all  tal- 
ent unions,  will  run  through  tomor- 
row. 

Among  the  speakers  today  will  be 
William  B.  Lewis  of  the  OWI;  Ra- 
chel Crothers,  head  of  the  American 
Theater  Wing;  Abe  Lastfogel,  head 
of  USO-Camp  Shows;  Francis  S. 
Harmon,  executive  vice-chairman  of 
the  WAC;  Kenneth  Thomson,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  of  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild;  James  Sauter,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Theatrical 
War  Activities  Committee;  Rex 
Stout  of  the  Writers'  War  Board; 
Robert  Rossen,  chairman  of  the 
steering  committee  of  the  Hollywood 
Writers'  Mobilization;  Walt  Dennis, 
chief  of  the  news  bureau  of  the  Na- 
tional  Association   of   Broadcasters. 

At  tomorrow's  session  the  speak- 
ers will  include  James  Cagney,  head 
of  the  SAG;  Ila  Chase,  John  Ander- 
son, Elmer  Rice,  Francis  Faragoh, 
Jean  Hersholt  and  Fredric  March. 


"U"  Exchange  Foundation 
Collapses  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — Despite  the  collapse 
early  Tuesday  of  the  Universal  ex- 
change foundation  causing  all  film 
in  the  vaults  to  be  blocked  until  late 
afternoon,  most  of  the  prints  were 
gotten  out  in  time  to  make  neces- 
sary shipments  and  there  were  just 
a  few  missouts.  Co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  Universal  staff,  aided 
by  other  Film  Row  employes,  is  re- 
sponsible   for    the    quick    recovery. 

Majority  of  the  prints  were  out  on 
holiday  bookings  and  there  were  no 
employes  on  duty  when  the  entire 
rear  of  the  building,  walls  of  the 
shipping  department  and  roof  caved 
in.  Due  to  the  shortage  of  labor 
and  material  it  may  be  several 
months  before  re-construction  work 
is  completed. 

Alex  Gottlieb  Signs  WB  Pact 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Alex  Gottlieb  has 
been  signed  to  a  long-term  producer 
contract  by  Warner  Bros.  He  is 
expected  to  wind  up  his  activities 
at  Universal  within  the  next  two 
weeks. 


Rowdies  End  Dallas 
Midnight  Pix  Shows 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

seats,  carpets,  destruction  of  screens, 
etc.,  was  great  enough  to  take  more 
than  the  profit  from  this  playtime. 

The  Arcadia,  Bob  Clemmons,  ma^ 
ager,  deluxe  nabe,  in  semi-arist^ 
cratic  area  is  the  only  remaining 
house  now  in  Dallas  to  give  mid- 
night shows. 

Disturbances  were  caused  about 
equally  by  boys  and  girls,  and  par- 
ticularly by  scions  of  upper  income 
bracket  families,  as  well  as  by  the 
rough-neck  contingent.  Whisky, 
and  even  beer,  has  been  carried 
into  the  theaters  and  drunk  during 
the  screenings.  Yelling,  loose  talk, 
vulgarities,  and  obscenities  in  act 
as  well  as  speech  caused  managers 
infinite  trouble.  In  one  downtown 
house  it  is  said  even  the  police  were 
rendered  impotent  to  restore  and 
maintain   order. 

Inability  to  control  this  situation 
is  ascribed  by  managers  to  the  fact 
that  these  peace-breakers  are  minors 
and  that  the  police  laws  do  not  reach 
them  with  sufficient  force  and  clar- 
ity. 


Cop  Shortage  May  Block 

Curfew  Law  in  Columbus 

Columbus,  O. — Despite  a  plea  by 
the  Columbus  Ministerial  Associa- 
tion that  this  city  adopt  a  9  p.m. 
curfew  ordinance,  Mayor  Floyd  F. 
Green  has  asked  council  to  "go  slow" 
in  passing  such  a  measure,  because 
of  the  manpower  shortage  in  the 
police  department  which  would  make 
enforcement  difficult. 


Need  WPB  Order  to  Sell 
Short  Lengths  of  Film 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — WPB  has  amended 
order  L-178  to  lift  the  exemption  for 
film  of  less  than  100  linear  feet.  As 
a  result  of  this  action,  short  ends  of 
35  mm.  film  can  no  longer  be  sold 
without  specific  WPB  authorization. 
Applications  must  be  filed  on  form 
PD-763  with  the  motion  picture  and 
general  photographic  section  WPB. 
in  Washington. 

Short  lengths  had  previously  been 
removed  from  control  under  L-176 
because  they  amounted  in  aggregate^ 
to  such  a  small  portion  of  the  film 
turnover,  but  the  supply  of  short; 
lengths  has  become  quite  tight,  ne- 
cessitating the  resumption  of  con- 
trol to  assure  equitable  distribution 


STORKS 


Seattle,  Wash.  —  Hank  Howard 
former  exploitation  man  for  RKC 
in  this  district,  announces  the  birtl 
of  his  first  child,  a  boy. 


Thursday,  June  3,  1943 


IWi 


DAILY 


ppeal  Board  Nixes 
'ermont  Case  Award 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

•  Affiliated  Theaters  Corp.,  the  buy- 
agency,    to   accept   Paramount's 

rms  for  a  block  of  pictures.  Later, 
(filiated  allegedly  agreed  to  buy  the 
joduct  but  was  informed  that  the 
rency  would  have  to  contract  for 
jramount  pictures  for  all  theaters 
rved  by  the  agency.  Meanwhile, 
e  Welden  was  moved  back  to  sec- 
id-runs  with  45  days'  clearance  to 
e  Empire,  a  deal  which  was  refused 

•  the  Welden  management  and  Af- 
iated. 

The    arbitrator   found   that    Para- 
nt  had  refused  to  license  its  pic- 
res  to  the  Welden   on  terms  and 
•nditions   not   calculated    to    defeat 
e   purpose   of   Section  VI   and   di- 
eted   Paramount   to    offer   its   pic- 
res    on    a   run    designated   by   the 
sstributor  and  upon  terms  and  con- 
.tions  fixed  by  the  distributor  which 
e  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  pur- 
»se  of  the  section. 

Pointing-  out  that  the  decree  "contem- 
ttes  that  the  distributors  should  deal  with 
•aters  on  their  individual  merits."  the 
peal  board  asserts  that  "it  is  hard  to 
iceive    that   Paramount    would    not   be   far 

ter  off  in  continuing-  to  license  its  pic- 
-es  first-run  to  the  Welden.  a  newer,  larger, 

tor  situated  and  better  operated  theater 
in  the  Empire."  Paramount's  counsel. 
wever,  confined  his  argument  entirely  to 
!  lack  of  power  of  the  arbitrator  under 
a  decree  to  redress  an  injustice  "clearly 
jwn  by  the   record   to   have   been   done    to 

•  Welden." 

i  jComplainants  contended  that  the  Welden 
ild  not  operate  successfully  on  a  run 
er  the  Empire,  but  the  opinion  was  not 
pported  by  facts.  The  appeal  board  found 
-it    "on    the   record,    therefore,    complainant 

•  not  made  out  a  case  under  Section  VI 
J.  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  refused 
consider  a  second-run.  the  only  form  that 
r  award  can  take  is  a  reversal  of  the 
}itrator  and  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint." 
In  conclusion,  the  board  made  the  fol- 
ving    remarks : 

'Nevertheless,  although  an  Arbitrator  and 
s  Board  have  no  jurisdiction  to  designate 
specific  run,  they  have  full  and  complete 
■isdiction  to  determine  in  a  Section  VI 
xreedingr  whether  the  terms  and  eondi- 
ns  of  the  run  offered  are  calculated  to 
cat  the  purpose  of  the  Section,  which 
rpose  is  to  protect  exhibitors  against  un- 
t  and  oppressive  terms  (Matter  of  Sosna. 
No.  70,  May  20.  1943).  The  justice 
injustice  of  terms  must  to  some  extent 
dependent  upon  the  circumstances  under 
|  ich  they  are  offered.  Should  the  defen- 
n  persist  in  its  present  determination  to 
;r  the  Welden  only  a  second-run.  and  if 
■  Welden  now  seeks  to  reopen  negotiations, 
ner  directly  or  through  Affiliated,  and 
:s  for  a  run  on  terms  and  conditions  not 
culated  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  Section 
the  terms  and  conditions  accompanying 
second-run  offer  must  necessarily  be  ex- 
'ticnally  favorable  to  the  exhibitor  in 
!er    to    escape    condemnation    under    that 


WAR  SERVICE 

. .  .on  the  Film  Front 


The  OWI  posters  which  exhibs  through- 
r  the  country  will  display  in  their  lobbies 
ring  June,  are  now  available  through  any 
'  the  National  Screen  Exchanges.  They  are 
aod  Conservation"  (16"  x  22'/2")  and 
arm  Recruiting"  (20"  x  28").  July  posters 
I  be  "United  We  Are  Strong"  and  "We 
*/e  Just  Begun  To  Fight,"  one-sheets. 


Showman's  Idea  Sprouts,  Ditto  Vegetables, 

As  Theaters9  Staffs  Get  Right  Down  to  Earth 

Dartmouth,  N.  S. — I.  L.  Haley,  manager  of  the  Mayfair  and  Dundas  here, 
both  preaches  and  practices  Victory  Gardening.  He's  organized  male  employes 
of  the  two  stands  into  a  co-op  garden  club.  Land,  which  a  nearby  farmer 
couldn't  use  because  of  labor  shortage,  has  been  turned  over  to  the  club. 
Members  working  the  acreage  share  in  the  harvest  according  to  time  each  devotes 
to  the  project.  After  supplying  the  immediate  families  of  the  members,  balance 
of  any  crop  is  to  be  sold  for  profit, — on  shares.  All  vegetables  native  to  the 
soil  have  been  planted.  Theaters'  staffs  start  work  daily  on  their  garden  as  early 
as  5  a.m.    The  farmer, — not  in  the  dell,  but  the  deal — ,  agreed  to  act  as  advisor. 


Universal  Merger 
Wins  Court  Approval 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

history  of  the  corporation,  have  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  an  immediate 
return  on  their  investment."  He 
added:  "No  other  means  but  this 
merger  appears  immediately  in  sight 
to  eliminate  the  huge  arrears  of 
accumulated  dividends  on  Pictures' 
first  and  second  preferred  stocks. 
Were  those  arrears  to  continue,  divi- 
dends on  the  common  stock  would  be 
barred    indefinitely." 

The  justice  asserted  "there  is  noth- 
ing before  me  to  indicate  that  the 
merger  on  the  terms  proposed  will 
not  fairly  settle  the  pending  suit, 
and  I  should  hesitate  to  brand  as 
unfair  the  (to  me)  liberal  ratio  of 
three  for  one  which  has  had  the  ap- 
proval of  plaintiffs,  their  counsel 
and  their  experts,  and  the  boards 
of  Pictures  and  Universal,  to  whose 
management  the  present  prosperity 
of   Pictures    is   admittedly   due." 

It  was  further  held  that  "objectants'  ap- 
prehension that  the  value  of  Universal'* 
stock  may  be  diluted  by  the  issuance  of  au- 
thorized but  unissued  stock  ( in  addition  to 
the  warrants)  of  Universal  is  without  sub- 
stance. Dilution  would  occur  only  if  such 
new  stock  were  to  be  issued  for  inadequate 
consideration." 

The  plan,  among  other  things,  provides 
for  the  cancellation  of  $2,000,000  of  notes 
of  the  picture  company  held  by  Universal 
Corp.;  redemption  of  the  presently  outstand- 
ing shares  of  the  picture  company's  eight 
per  cent  first  preferred  stock  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $1,444,000.  and  execution  of 
a  new  bank  loan  agreement  which  in  effect 
will   increase   term   borrowing  by   $4,000,000. 


Reisman  Via  Short  Wave 

Phil  Reisman,  head  of  RKO's  for- 
eign department,  was  interviewed 
last  night  by  Miss  Symobliste,  film 
critic  and  trade  magazine  editor. 
Reisman  is  on  a  South  American  tour 
in  the  interest  of  both  RKO  and  the 
Co-ordinator  of  Inter-American  Af- 
fairs. 


Section  in  any  future  proceeding.  In  weigh- 
ing clearance,  history  will  be  an  unusually 
important  factor  a  swell  as  certain  other 
particularly  relevant  items  mentioned  in 
Section  VIII:  and  proposed  rental  terms  for 
films  may  well  be  appraised  in  the  light  of 
the  Welden's  unnatural  postponement  to  a 
concededly  inferior  theater.  The  other  terms 
and  conditions  offered  should  be  closely 
scanned  and,  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
entire  situation,  it  may  even  prove  impos- 
sible to  offer  a  second-run  on  any  terms 
and  conditions  whatever  which  are  not 
calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  Section 
VI. 

"The  award  of  the  Arbitrator  is  reversed 
and  the  complaint  dismissed.  Costs  before 
the  Arbitrator  and  on  appeal  to  this  Board, 
including  the  cost  of  the  stenographic  rec- 
ord and  the  transcript  thereof,  are  assessed 
one-half  against  the  complainant  and  one- 
half    against    the    defendant." 


Iowa  Rural  Theaters 
To  Shift  Show  Hours 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

elude  theater  operators  serving  the 
rural  communities. 

The  proclamation  is  supposed  to 
have  the  same  effect  as  putting  the 
state  back  on  Standard  instead  of 
War  Time,  with  the  Governor  re- 
questing local  communities,  business 
establishments  and  organizations  to 
adjust  their  working  hours  so  the 
farmers  can  get  the  maximum  work- 
ing hours  in  the  fields. 

It  is  expected  that  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and 
September  the  exhibs.  serving  rural 
communities  will  arrange  for  later 
shows  so  that  the  hired  hands  and 
other  agricultural  workers  may  at- 
tend after  completing  their  work 
in  the  fields. 

One  of  the  complaints  against  War 
Time  was  that  the  hired  man  would 
quit  in  the  fields  at  6  p.m.  so  he  could 
go  to  town  and  see  the  latest  pic- 
tures. 


"Bataan"  Staying  in  Seven 

With  business  ranging  up  to  228 
per  cent  of  normal,  M-G-M's  "Ba- 
taan" has  been  held  over  in  seven 
of  its  first  eight  key  city  openings 
to  date. 


"Tolls"  Junket  a  Casualty 

In  compliance  with  the  Office  of 
Defense  Transportation  policy  limit- 
ing unnecessary  civilian  travel  in 
wartime,  Paramount  has  cancelled 
its  plan  to  transport  a  large  party 
of  West  Coast  newspapermen  to 
New  York  City  for  the  world  prem- 
iere of  "For  Whom  the  Bells  Tolls" 
at  the  Rivoli  Theater  July  14. 


Passing  Show 


—By  Fred  Russell 


ATTENDANCE:  Increased  attendance 
at  motion  picture  theaters  in  1942 — 
averaged  weekly  attendance  jumped 
to  90  millions  against  85  millions  in 
1941 — was  realized  despite  WPB's 
ban  on  new  theater  construction  and 
restrictions  on  remodeling,  and  the- 
aters operating  on  Jan.  1  of  this 
year  total  virtually  the  same  as  on 
Jan.  1,  1942,  it  is  revealed  by  the 
1943  Film  Daily  Year  Book,  ace  ref- 
erence volume  of  the  film  industry 
published  today.  The  annual  shows 
that  17,728  motion  picture  houses 
were  operating  the  first  day  of  this 
year,  compared  with  17,919  a  year 
ago.  This  indicates  a  decrease  of 
191  but,  for  reasons  of  national 
security,  207  theaters  operated  by 
the  U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture 
Service  were  dropped  from  the 
volume's  compilation,  leaving  a  gain 
of  16  commercial  theaters.  Total 
theaters  as  of  Jan.  1  were  20,196 
operating  in  10,040  American  cities 
and  towns,  but  2,468  of  these  were 
closed.  Comparable  with  last  year's 
totals  were  20,281  with  2,362  dark. 
Seating  capacities  of  theaters  oper- 
ating on  Jan.  1  total  11,542,093;  of 
total  theaters,  12,481,314  and  closed 
theaters,  939,221.  There  were  466 
theaters  operating  with  portable 
sound  and  projection  equipment,  99 
drive-in  theaters  and  410  operated 
primarily  for  Negro  patronage. 
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Reeling  'Bound  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


By  ANDREW  H.   OLDER- 


— WASHINGTON 
OME  of  the  things  we  hear  down  here: 

That  a  raft  of  executives  from  the 
w  York  offices  of  the  major  companies 
I  soon  be  heading  for  the  West  Coast, 
ere  the  draft  and  the  voluntary  offering 
services  to  the  Government  has  brought 

quite  a  "pinch"  in  executive  man- 
ner. .  .  .  That  an  overall  plan  for  the 
ilization  of  talent  in  uniform  is  no  closer 
being  issued  by  the  Army  that  it  was 
ny  months  ago.  .  .  .  That  the  MPPDA 
npower  plan  for  submission  to  Rep.  John 
stello  has  bogged  down  because  various 
ier  industry  labor  groups  have  insisted 
it  they  be  included  in  any  special  con- 
eration  demanded  for  actors.  At  any 
e,  final  drafting  of  the  plan  is  still  a 
g  way  off — assuming  it'll  ever  be  corn- 
red — and  Costello  hasn't  made  any  ap- 
ntments  to  discuss  it  with  Army  officials, 
s  in  California,  incidentally,  this  week. 
.  That  the  Army  will  probably  not  dis- 
ci its  elaborate  film  selector  plan  de- 
ibed  in  THE  FILM  DAILY  Equipment 
tion  late  last  month.  Recognizing  that 
isiderable  quantities  of  film  are  now 
ng  wasted,  however,  because  of  the 
xpert  selection  by  inexperienced  re- 
wers,  a  system  of  pre-editing  will  prob- 
y  be  effected.  This  would  involve  the 
uping  of  films  for  review  so  that  all 
antry  matter  come  together,  all  tank 
tage,   all    air    footage,    etc. 

•  • 

HE  "Mission  to  Moscow"  pot  keeps 
simmering  down  here.  Thus  far,  only 
i  members  of  Congress  have  opened  up 
nd  both  have  used   the  words  of   news- 

t:rmen  rather  than  their  own.  Rep 
ion  Bennett  quoted  from  the  Spring- 
d.  Mo.,  paper  last  week,  strongly  at- 
king  the  film,  and  Sen.  Robert  Reynolds 
North  Carolina,  pulled  a  similar  stunt 
week.    With  no  introductory  statement, 

Jnolds   inserted   into  the   Record   a   piece 
the  anti-administration  columnist,   Frank 
Idrop,    of    Publisher    Eleanor    Patterson's 
shington    Times-Herald.    .    .    .    Waldrop, 
the   way,   frankly   urges   that   everybody 
the    picture.     "It    is    vitally    important 
you    to   see    'Mission    to    Moscow',"    he 
te.     That    line     is  r  followed     by  .  "For, 
ether   you    like    it   or   not,   you    are    now 
<eyed    into'  the    position    of    having    to 
eat    this*    historical     lie     and     fraud     or 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Some  Thea.  Men  Also  Win 
Permits;  Exch.  Workers 
May  Go  to  Farms,  Factory 

Halifax,  N.  S.  —  The  manpower 
scare  has  been  dissipated  somewhat 
for  exhibitors  in  the  Atlantic  prov- 
inces.     Temporary    exemption    from 


Ottawa — Projectionists,  permit- 
ted to  remain  in  Dominion  thea- 
ter booths  by  National  Selective 
Service,  will  make  themselves 
'available  for  war  jobs  in  off- 
hours  if  NSS  officials  determine 
their  services  are  necessary  in 
other  fields  as  well,  it  is  reliably 
reported 


RICKETSON  AS 
SKOURAS  AIDE? 

May    Join    20th-Fox    in    an 
Executive  Capacity 


the  economic  draft  has  been  granted 
by    the    National    Selective    Service 
for  projectionists  and  sound  men. 
Although  there  has  been  no  gener- 

i  I  otinued  uu    Page    12) 


Industry  Must  List 
Foreign  Moldings 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington  —  Foreign  holdings 
valued  in  the  neighborhood  of  70 
million  dollars  must  be  registered 
with  the  Treasury  Department  no 
later  than  Aug.  31  of  this  year.     A 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


Nebenzal's  New  Company 
To  Produce  3  Pix  for  UA 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood   —    Seymour   Nebenzal 

has    signed    a    contract    to    produce 

three   top-budget  pictures  to  be  re- 

(Cotiiuied  on    Page    12) 


Frank  H.  "Rick"  Ricketson,  Jr., 
president  of  Fox  Inter-Mountain 
Theaters,  Inc.,  headquartering  in 
Denver,  will  shift 
to  20th-Fox  as 
assistant  to  Prexy 
Spyros  Skouras 
on  all  of  the  com- 
pany's activities 
if  a  deal  now  be- 
ing discussed  here 
is  closed,  it  was 
disclosed  yester- 
day by  Skouras. 
The  20th-Fox 
president  denied 
a  published  trade 
report  this  week 
that  any  change 
was  contemplated 
in  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  company's  foreign  department. 
The  report  had  linked  the  Ricketson 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


SPYROS    SKOURAS 


Oral  Appeal  June  14 
In  Gary  Theater  Case 

Appeal  arguments  of  the  Gary 
Theater  Co.,  Gary,  Ind.,  will  be  held 
orally  before  the  appeal  board  in 
New  York  on  June  14.  Gary  ap- 
pealed an  award  dismissing  its  com- 
plaint charging  unreasonable  clear- 
ance held  by  three  theaters  in  Gary, 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


To  Probe  CIAA  Pix  Contracts 

Joint  Economy  Committee  Eyes  Film  Deals 


Ascap  Elects  6  Members 
To  Its  Board  of  Appeals 

The  annual  election  of  the  board 
of  appeals  of  six  members,  conduct- 
ed by  mail  ballot  of  the  entire  Ascap 
membership  has  resulted  in  the  nam- 
ing of  the  following  board  for  1943- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — CIAA  contracts  with 
Walt  Disney  and  other  producers 
are  under  scrutiny  by  the  joint  econ- 
omy committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  headed  by  Senator  Harry 
Flood  Byrd.  Report  on  these  con- 
tracts, as  well  as  on  expenditures 
of  the  OWI  Motion  Picture  Bureau, 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Entertainment  a  National 
Asset,  President  Tells 
National  Conference  Here 


By   LOU   PELEGRINE 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

"You  are  doing  a  grand  job." 
The  amusement  industry- 
garnered  this  tribute  from 
President  Roosevelt  for  its  contri- 
bution to  the  nation's  war  effort  in 
a  glowing  telegram  dispatched  from 
the  White  House  to  the  National 
Conference  of  Entertainment  Indus- 
try for  War  Activities,  which  opened 
yesterday  at  the  New  York  Times 
Hall  in  search  of  a  plan  for  com- 
plete mobilization  of  the  show  world 
in  the  cause  of  victory. 

The   full    text    of   the    President's 
message,   which   was   read  by   Law- 
(C otinued  on  Page   12) 


Sees  New  Audience 
In  Latin  America 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Latin  America  will 
be  a  more  valuable,  dependable  film 
market  after  the  war,  although,  as 
always,  it  will  be  limited,  Nathan 
D.  Golden,  Department  of  Com- 
merce motion  picture  specialist,  be- 

(Continucd  on  Page   14) 


Pete  Harrison,  Derr  to 
Do  "Deerslayer"  for  Rep. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Pete  Harrison,  pub- 
lisher of  Harrison's  Reports,  and 
E.  B.  Derr,  veteran  film-maker,  will 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Disney's  "Air  Power" 
Set  for  Globe  Bow 

Walt  Disney's  "Victory  Through 
Air  Power"  will  have  its  New  York 
premiere  at  the  Globe  Theater  fol- 
lowing the  engagement  of  "Mr.  Big." 
Picture  is  based  on  Maj.  Alexander 
P.  de  Seversky's  best  seller  of  the 
same  name.  It  is  being  released  by 
United  Artists. 
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Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vac.  (2'/2%) 
Columbia    Picts.    ptd. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak     1 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.     Eq.     ... 

Loew's,     Inc 

Paramount      

RKO     

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th     Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd 
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Warner    Bros 
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NEW   YORK 
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Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.1 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 
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Bus  Reduction  Shaves 
Film  Grosses  Up-State 


Albany — The  first  week  under  the 
ODT  reduction  in  busses  and  bus 
gasoline  consumption  proved  con- 
clusively to  exhibs  that  the  .latest 
order  hurt  more  than  the  ban  on 
pleasure  driving  last  winter  and 
again  in  May. 

Theaters  which  ordinarly  did  good 
supper-time  biz  from  downtown 
workers  who  went  to  the  pix  before 
going  home  at  night  reported  a 
slump.  Reason  locally  is  that  80  min- 
ute bus  service  after  6  p.  m.  gives 
no  incentive  to  bus  riders  who  live 
in   neighboring  communities. 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 
have    it    defeat    you    in    the    struggles    dead 
ahead." 

•  • 

WALDROP,  who  was  one  of  the  strong 
supporters  of  the  abortive  propaganda 
investigation  of  two  years  ago,  continued 
in  this  vein:  "Back  in  1941,  while  the 
foreign  policy  debate  was  rocking  America, 
a  brave  but  unskilled  handful  of  United 
States  Senators  tried  to  show  how  propa- 
ganda was  seeping  into  movie  entertain- 
ment. They  flopped — not  because  there 
wasn't  any  propaganda  in  the  movies  but 
because  they  weren't  smart  enough  to 
demonstrate  the  real  inside  facts  to  a 
politically    unskilled    public. 

"But  now  the  Warner  Bros.,  who  made 
'Mission  to  Moscow,'  have  become  so  bold 
as  to  lay  aside  the  poisonously  gilded  lily 
and    swing   a    sledge    hammer. 

'The  movies  are  using  a  sledge  hammer 
on  the  country.  How  about  the  country 
using  a  sledge   hammer,   too?" 

Yep,  the  isolationists  have  long  memories. 


Jerome  Wilson  is  Dead; 
,Veteran  Film  Salesman 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day for  Jerome  Wilson,  52,  Mono- 
gram salesman  at  the  New  York 
exchange  for  the  last  six  years. 
Wilson  died  Tuesday.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  29  years  in  the  film  busi- 
ness here,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  Motion  Picture  Asso- 
ciates and  a  former  vice-president 
of  the  organization.  Services  will 
be  held  at  the  Riverside  Memorial 
Chapel  at  2  p.  m.  Survivors  include 
his  widow  and  a  son. 


Paramount  to  Launch  Big 
"Tolls"  Campaign  Monday 


Paramount  will  launch  its  extensive 
ad  campaign  for  "For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls"  on  Monday,  more  than  five 
weeks  ahead  of  its  world  premiere 
at  the  Rivoli  Theater,  Broadway,  on 
July  14.  What  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  biggest  ad  campaigns  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  industry  will  be  put  be- 
hind the  picture,  with  large  space 
going  into  the  New  York  dailies. 
All  other  media,  including  magazines, 
radio  and  billboards,  will  be  em- 
ployed under  the  supervision  of  Bob 
Gillham. 


Record  Distribution 
For  Republic — Grainger 


Republic's  1943  attractions  re- 
leased to  date  have  not  only  re- 
ceived record  distribution  in  scope, 
but  are  elso  playing  an  unprece- 
dented part  on  the  screens  of  the 
best  houses,  it  was  stated  yesterday 
by  company's  president,  James  R. 
Grainger,  in  the  wake  of  his  full- 
month-of-May  swing  through  impor- 
tant key  cities.  Business  around  the 
country  is  very  good,  he  added,  for 
the  product  of  pic  orgs,  generally. 
During  June,  Grainger  will  remain 
at  the  home  office. 


Exhib.  Alleges  Mayor 
Launched  "Copper"  Drive 


A  summons  "shower"  descended 
upon  Frank  Siclari,  operator  of  the 
Clifton  Theater,  1034  Second  Ave., 
apparently  springing  from  his  con- 
duct and  advertising  of  Bingo  games 
on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Saturdays 
and  Sundays.  Five  violations  of  law 
have  been  charged  against  the  thea- 
ter and  himself,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Siclari,  in  Yorkville  Court,  attri- 
buted his  five-ply  pack  of  summonses 
to  the  fact  that  at  5  p.  m.  on  Tues- 
day, Mayor  La  Guardia  drove  by  the 
theater,  and  by  6  p.  m.  the  house 
was  full  of  cops  eagerly  probing 
for  violations,  as  follows:  (1)  for 
allowing  cloth  signs  (those  pro- 
claiming Bingo)  to  extend  five  feet 
below  the  marquee;  (2)  not  having 
two  buckets  of  sand  in  the  projection 
room;  (3)  permitting  exit  doors  to 
be  obstructed  and  locked;  (4)  fail- 
ing to  have  exit  signs  illuminated; 
and  (5)  failure  to  have  permit  num- 
ber for  marquee  painted  on  same 
in  a  contrasting  color.  Court  granted 
postponement,  of  hearing  until  next 
Wednesday. 


Columbia  Frisco  Sales 
Parley  Opens  Tomorrow 


San  Francisco  —  Columbia's  con- 
cluding meeting  in  the  current  series 
of  sales  gatherings  will  get  under 
way  tomorrow  for  a  two-day  session 
at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel,  with  A. 
Montpgue,  general  sales  manager 
presiding.  Rube  Jackter,  assistant 
general  sales  manager,  and  Hank 
Kaufman,  manager  of  exchange  op- 
erations, will  also  represent  the 
home  office. 

Jerome  Safron,  Western  division 
manager  heads  the  following  dele- 
getes  comprising  branch  managers 
and  salesmen  from  the  six  exchanges 
in  the  Western  division: 

Los  Angeles — Western  Division  Manager. 
Terome  Safron:  Branch  Manager.  Wayne  C. 
Ball:  Salesmen,  L.  Kennedy,  S.  Fisher,  H.  M. 
Lentz. 

San  Francisco — Branch  Manager.  L.  E. 
Tillman:  Salesmen.  C.  Scott,  P.  Weinstein, 
E.   Roberts. 

Seattle — Branch  Manager.  Neil  Walton: 
Salesmen.    W.    K.    Beckwith,    W.    Seale. 

Salt  Lake  City — Branch  Manager,  Wm.  G. 
Seib:  Salesmen,  K.  Lloyd,  M.  Gustaveson. 
H.    Green. 

Denver — Branch  Manager.  Robert  C.  Hill: 
Salesmen,  B.  M.  Snooker.  F.  J.  Lee.  G. 
Pinnell. 

Portland — Branch  Manager,  James  R. 
Beale:  Salesmen,  C.  E.  Tillman,  W.  T. 
Withers. 


Poe  Named  New  York  Rep. 
For  Andrew  Stone  Prod.  ' 


Seymour  Poe  has  been  appointed 
New  York  rep.  for  Andrew  Stone 
Productions,  Inc.,  Stone  announced 
yesterday  from  Hollywood.  Poe, 
well  known  sales  executive,  will  co- 
operate with  United  Artists  on 
Stone's  first  UA  release  "Hi  Diddle 
Diddle."  He  also  is  New  York  re- 
presentative for  Principal  Pictures 
on  Sol  Lesser's  "Stage  Door  Can- 
teen" and  is  associated  with  David 
Loew  and  Al  Lewin  on  "Moon  and 
Sixpence." 


(Offline  and  GOIflG 


HERBERT  J.  YATES,  CFI  president  returns 
New   York    Monday   from    the   Coast. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic's  preside 
and  distribution  chief,  is  due  back  at  the  hoi 
office    on    Monday    from    Boston. 

TOM  CONNORS  returns  today  from  Washin 
ton. 

HAL   HORNE   leaves  for  the   Coast   t' 

JACK   COLE  quits   the  cast  of  "The   i.cgfii" 
Follies"      after     tomorrow     night's      performan 
to   take   a   three-week   vacation    in    Mexico   Ci 
There's  a  possibility  he  may  head  for  Hollywo 
at    the   end   of   his   Mexican   visit. 

FELIX  JACOVES,  signed  by  Warner  Bros, 
a    director,    departs   for    the   Coast   on   June   . 

LORETTA  YOUNG  and  her  husband,  L 
COL.  THOMAS  LEWIS,  are  at  the  Waldorf-^ 
toria    for   a    week's    stay. 

GEORGE  JESSEL  left  for  the  Coast  yesterd 
to   start   work   as   a   producer   at  20th-Fox. 

JACK   HALEY  was  on  his  way  back   to  Hoi 

wood  yesterday. 

BARRET  McCORMICK  leaves  over  the  wee 
end  for  Hollywood. 

JACK  SKIRBALL  leaves  today  for  the  Coast. 

"CHICK"  LEWIS  leaves  tomorrow  for  Oklaho 
City  and  Dallas  in  connection  with  the  copi 
scrap  campaign. 

ANTOINETTE    (TONI)     SPITZER,    promotio  I 
;olon   for  Walt   Disney,   leaves   New  York  torn 
row  for  a  vacation  on   Fire   Island,   during  wh 
she  expects  to  complete  a  new  novel. 

ADOLPHE  MENJOU  arrives  in  New  York 
day. 

ED  McNAMARA,  featured  in  James  Cagnc 
"Johnny  Come  Lately,"  is  in  town  for  a  f 
days. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  arrived  yesterday  from 
Coast. 

KENNETH  THOMSON,  SAC  secretary, 
here    from    Hollywood. 

CTTO  BOLLE,  South  African  manager 
20th-Fox,  returns  today  to  his  post  in  Johan 
burg. 

RICHARD    CONDON,    head    of    20th-Fox 
cial   exploitation   department  goes   back   to  H, 
ywood  over  the  week-end. 

FRANK    N.    THELPS,    Warner   Bros,    labor 
tact  will  be  in  Pittsburgh  and  New  Haven  tod; 


• 


Rites  for  Mrs.  McGillick 

Coraopolis,  Pa. — Funeral  servic 
were  held  here  for  Mrs.  Margai 
McGillick,  wife  of  F.  E.  McGillic 
who  operates  the  Coraopolis  a  i 
Lyric  Theaters.  Besides  her  hi 
band,  four  children  and  six  grari 
children    survive. 


June 

Rosalind    Russell  Marvin  Kirsch 

Arthur  Sachson  Richard  Tucker 

Jack  Arnold  Lane  Chandler 

June   5 


Garrett 

Fort 

Marjorie 

Woodwort 

Zac 

Freedman 
Frank 

June  6 

Tyle 
D.     Ferrone 

Brooke 

For  1943-44 


Brighter- 
Newer^ 
Better-  THREE  WAYS!  .  .  . 


•      •      • 


long   the   leader  —  again   takes  the   lead  in  the  development 
of  the   Short  Subject  field    with   a   new -season   line-up 

SHORTS  that  bring   you  these 


No  less  than^^  PER  CENT  of  the  new 
season's  j0Gduct  will  be  in  COLOR! 
That.^eans  48  out  of  64  subjects — seven 
WS\  nine  series  .  .  .  An  even  100%  in' 
ease  in  color  over  last  year  .  .  .  with  color 
used  in  three  more  series  than  a  year  ago. 


wym 


A  sensational  new  program  of  feature- 
quality  musicals  made  on  the  Paramount  lot 
in  Hollywood — a  hilarious  new  cartoon 
character  with  a  ready-made  following — 
and  a  new  novelty  series — all  3  in  Color! 


100%  BETTER 


♦SJhS&Vw. 


olor  musical^flfade  in  Hollywood  by 
aramount's  expert  musical  showmen  .  .  . 

Color j«d  to  "Popeye"   .   .    .   Fresher, 

fuQd^rcartoon  characters  and  scripts  .  ,  . 
keyed    exclusively    to    the    sole    aim 

of    happy,    relaxing    Entertainment    .    .    . 

with  never  a  solemn  foot  in  all   70  reels! 


Get  Your  Winning   CD  LOR     In  These  9 
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Through  These  Gates 

Will  Pass  The  Most  Beautiful 

Musical  Shorts  In 

The  World 
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Produced  For  The  First  Time  f 
At  Paramount's  Hollywood  Studio 

By  The  Industry's  Master  Musical  Makers 
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HOLLYWOOD  STARS 


nAE  bands 


HIT-PARADE  SONGS 


HOLLYWOOD  BEAUTIES 
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EXPERT  SCRIPTS 


th 


e  r 
w  ft 


w. 


Co: 


ith 


oil 


9o 


">e 


*Sf 


co/c 


*e/, 


eo«« 


HV// 


B< 


In  Technicolor 


6  Two-Reel 
Productions 
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A  sensational  NEW  series  made  with  all 
the  Paramount  class  and  skill,  resources 
and  showmanship  that  have  brought  for- 
tunes to  the  box-office  in  "Star  Spangled 
Rhythm,"  "Road  to  Morocco,"  "Holi- 
day Inn,"  "The  Fleet's  In"  and  others. 


x^ 


aramount  Will  Have  24 


A  ff^W  SERIES 
QF  8  ONE-REEL 

CARTOONS 
FEATURING  .  . . 


THE  TOAST  OF  THE   "POST"- 


l&F&i 


CAR 


,  y£.<  LoiP  of  the  VosT 
A  wi  *  *  


A" 


A  live  in  the  great 
big  'Saturday  Evening  Post'  and 
I  have  13  million  friends  who 
come  to  see  me  every  week  and 
they  tell  their  friends  that  I'm  the 
cutest  little  devil  they've  ever 
seen.  And  now  that  Paramount  company  is  going  to 
dress  me  all  up  in  Technicolor  and  make  me  a  famous 
movie  star  because  I  make  people  laugh  so.  Isn't  that  nice 
of  them?  rfHfe.       It's  darn  smart  of  them,  if  you  ask  meV 


Comedy  Sensation  of"  TheSaturday  Evening  Post' ' 

IN  TECHNICOLOR 

A  SCREAM  ON  THE  SCREEN 


A  SPECIAL  PROMOTION  CAMPAIGN  WILL  LAUNCH  THE 
SCREEN'S  BIGGEST  LITTLE  STAR  IN  A  GREAT  BIG  WAY 


;  h 


JPONS- Every  One  In  Technicolor 


Now  He's  Twice 

A*  STRONG       , 

a  t?-  *5t  srs-  «  *  - 

°  ^lebrate  Ws  J],h  hv     ee° 
8  °"e-Reel  cort„  year! 
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•  •  .  I':*  NOVEL  tv 


"P   ^      Wdrtoon   and   £„,.•       u,em  both     rv. 
«aggedyAnn>..  "h,^10"   characters'  l£ 


O  "43.  Johnny  Gruelle  Co. 


nd  These  5  Great  Novelty  Series  Are  The 
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BRILLIANT  SERIES 


When  A  Fellow  Needs  A  "fitJL "Madcap  Model 


a 


When  you  want  to  streamline  your 
show,  give  it  a  modern  touch  that's 
absolutely  different,  you  need  George 
Pal's  beautiful  and  amazing  novelty 
shorts — the  only  attraction  of  their 
kind  in  the  animation  field!  .  .  . 
Three -dimension  characters  in  gor- 


geous color  and  stunning  settings. 
Jasper  the  Pickaninny  will  be  made  a 
top  star  this  year,  and  there  will  be 
down-to-earth  stories  and  gags.  The 
trade  press  calls  them  .  .  .  "Top 
flight  entertainment  .  .  .  Grandly  enter- 
taining for  adults  as  well  as  youngsters.1' 


6  One-Reel 


IN  TECH     COLOR 

Produced  by  George  Pal 


5au 


POPULAR  is  the  word  .  .  .  and  growing 
every  year.  SCIENCE  made  interesting  and 
entertaining  for  all.  New  beauty  aids  to  in- 
terest women  .  .  .  odd  and  amazing  new 
designs  for  living,  working,  playing.  A 
scientific  approach   to    better  entertainment. 


IN  MAC 

Produced  by  Fo 


6  One-Reel 


IN  MAC  NACOLOR 

Produced  by  Fairbanks  and  Carlisle 


UNUSUAL  in  their  sustained  interest  and 
popularity  year  after  year.  UNUSUAL  voca- 
tions of  little-known  people  .  .  .  UNUSUAL 
avocations  of  well-known  personalities  .  .  . 
Not  UNUSUAL... is  their  steadily  increas- 
ing use  on  well-balanced   shorts    programs. 


AND  THESE  FAMOUS  FAVORITES 


inks  and  Carlisle 


The  Only  Animals  That  Ever  Won  The 

ACADEMY  AWARD 

See  them — try  them — buy  them.  Test 
them  on  yourself,  your  wife,  or  your 
audience  ...  If  you  don't  sign  for  them 
then,  we  won't  bother  you  again  .  .  . 
That's  how  cocksure  we  are  of  the  superb 
entertainment  qualities  of  these  hilarious 
shorts    that   make    the    animals   speak— 

6  One-Reel 

Cpeakin 
Animals 


of 


Produced  by  Fairbanks  and  Carlisle 
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For  22  years  SPORTLIGHTS  have  been 
entertainment  highlights  for  shorts  pro- 
grams,  and  for    1943-'44  we  will  have 


10  Grantland  Rice 

One-Reel  %    •  "% 
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Produced  by  Jack  Eaton 

Not  conventional  sport  shots  but  novelty 
subjects  of  timely  news  interest  to  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  .  .  .  all  thrill- 
ingly  told  by  celebrated  Grantland  Rice. 
Narrated  by  Ted  Husing,  Radio  Sport  Expert 


7^/*jj^  iTfnn  ^^^7^^^?^^^r^^^ 


DOES  YOUR  NEWSREEL  GIVE  YOUR  PROGRAM 

A  Lift  Or  A  Lull? 


There  are  A's  and  B's  in  Newsreels  too. 
Anyone  can  buy  a  camera  .  .  .  Anyone 
can  shoot  the  news.  But  smart  editing, 
news -sense    showmanship,   and    clever 


presentation  make  all  the  difference  be- 
tween an  exciting  attraction  and  "Inter- 
mission." We  confidently  invite  you  to 
compare  any  other  Newsreel  with  .  .  . 


Paramount  News 


TODAY'S  LONGER  FEATURE  RUNS  CALL  FOR 

Long-Run  Short  Features 

—and  fewer  of  them.   So  Paramount's  product  for  the  new  year 
is   sensibly  restricted   in   quantity   to  your  present-day  needs— 

6  Two-Reelers  —  58  One-Reelers  — 104   Paramount    News 

but    unlimited    in    quality    to    make    good    this    statement  — 
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Book  "PRELUDE  TO  WAR,"  The  Sensational  55-Minute  Government  Film  That's  Rental-Free! 


Widay,  June  4,  1943 
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idustry  Must  List 
oreign  Holdings 

{Continued    from    Pane    1) 

■liisus"  of  foreign  investments  has 

pen  undertaken  to  aid  the  work  of 

e  department's  foreign  funds  con- 

•   'ivision   and   other  divisions   of 

J— Jreasury    Department    in    pro- 

ctirtg  American   properties   abroad 

id  combatting  the  economic  strat- 

jy  of  the  Axis. 

This  registration  is  not  to  be  used 
.  a  registry  of  claims  against  enemy 
nds,  it  was  emphasized. 
,  Reporting  requirements  cover  both 
tigible  and  intangible  property.  De- 
iatment    of    Commerce    figures    on 
Imerican-controlled    amusement   en- 
li  prises,  about  95  per  cent  motion 
jcture  holdings,  at  the  end  of  1940 
]  owed  a  total  of  $68,252,000.     This 
i  tal  was  broken  down  into  four  sec- 
pus,  with  holdings  in   Canada  and 
ewfoundland  valued  at  $11,621,000, 
.ldings    in    Europe    at   $44,911,000, 
J il dings   in   Latin   America   at   only 
1:,. 519,000    and    holdings    in    Africa, 
|sia  and   Oceania   at  $9,981,000. 


Lscap  Elects  6  Members 
o  Its  Board  of  Appeals 

(Continued    from    Page    1) 

,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 
>pular  publishers:  Edwin  H.  Mor- 
s  of  Edwin  H.  Morris  &  Co.,  Inc. 
id  Harry  Tenny  of  the  Isham  Jones 
usic  Corp.;  Standard  publisher: 
»hn  Sengstack  of  the  Clayton  F. 
immy  Co.;  Popular  writers:  Peter 
!  Rose  and  Abel  Baer;  Standard 
riter:  John  Tasker  Howard.  The 
ily  change  in  the  Board  is  the  re- 
acement  of  Lee  David  by  Abel 
aer. 

The  membership  also  voted  to 
:ive  the  dues  of  writer  members  in 
ir  armed  forces  commencing  Jan. 
1943. 


ilm  Classics  Sets 
etroit  Franchise 


,  First  franchise  for  Film  Classics' 

[■oductions  has  been  closed  with  Al- 

rt  Dezel  for  the  Detroit  territory, 

is    announced    by    Irvin    Shapiro, 

neral  manager  for  Film  Classics, 

c.     Dezel  will  release  for  Detroit 

Gaumont-    British    re-issues. 


STORKS 


Verona,  Pa. — Mrs  and  Mrs.  Rudy 
avari,  who  operate  the  Liberty 
leater  here,  are  the  parents  of  an 
ght-and-a-half  pound  son,  their 
:st  child,  born  at  the  Magee  Hos- 
tal  in  Pittsburgh. 


Springfield,  Mass. — John  D.  Don- 
ahue, theater  editor  of  the  Spring- 
.ld  Daily  News  and  Mrs.  Donoghue 
•e  the  parents  of  a  son  born  at  the 
•ercy  Maternity  Hospital  here. 


▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  OUT  on  Page  One  where  Ye  Editor  pontificates  on  occa- 
sion   you've    been    reading    something    o'    late    on    the    subject    of    war 

pix But   it   evidently   is   anybody's    argument,   and   so   Phil   M.   has 

been    doing    his     own     pulse-taking Among     other    pro     and    con 

viewpoints,    he    came    back    with    an    enlightening    slant    from    Warners' 

Mori    Blumenstock Take    a    look    at    the    current    magazines,    Mort 

says,   and   you   will  find   that   from   60   to   90   per   cent   of    their   contents 

are  about  the  war and  the  public  is  buying  more  magazines  today 

than    ever    before Radio    programs,    from    news    commentators    to 

soap  operas,  also  deal  chiefly  with  the  war but  there  is  no  decline 

in  number  of  radio  listeners — quite  the  contrary In  the  book  field, 

best-sellers  are  increasingly  on  war  topics — they  lead  the  non-fiction 
list,  while  the  fiction  department,  which  always  is  slower  to  catch  up 
with  news  trends,  is  coming  up  fast 

T  T  ▼ 

•  e      o     IN   till  of   the   foregoing   media,   the   percentage   of  war 

slulf  tops  the  screen   by  two  or  three  to  one,  affirms  Mori and 

apparently  the  public  demands  il  because  nobody  is  forced  lo  buy 
magazines    or    listen    to    the    radio    or   read    books    unless    he   wants    to 

do  so If  the  publishers  and  broadcasters  were  giving  the  public 

too  much  wai  material,  the  public  would  quickly  give  the  cue  by  not 

accepting  it just  as  they'd  slop  going  to  motion  pit  lure  theaters 

if  they  didn't   want   to  see  a  war  film 

▼  ▼         ▼ 

•  •      •      THE   explanation,   Mort   tells   you,   is   so   simple   that   it  has 

been  overlooked It's  psychological  more   than  anything  else 

In  a  time  of  such  crisis,  most  people  know  instinctively  that  there  is  no 

getting    away   from   something   that   has   us    so   firmly   in   its   grip 

It's    too    big,    too    powerful and    temporary    escape    only    has    its 

punishment  when  you  get  back  to  reality 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     FINALLY ,   says    Mort,    intelligent    war   pictures    perform 

one  of  the  most  useful  of  all  morale  services in  giving  hope  and 

a    promise   of    ultimate    happiness    for   all    the   present   suffering 

That  in  itself  justifies  the  malting  of  such  pictures and  doubt- 
less accounts  for  the  tremendous  patronage  they  continue  lo  at- 
tract  Incidentally,  Mort  observes,  it  probably   never  occurred   to 

some  folks  that  even  so-called  "war  films"  can   be  "escapist" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Todd  Drops  Film  Plans 
For  Broadway  Theater 


Michael  Todd  has  called  off  a 
deal  to  take  over  the  Broadway 
Theater  for  possible  operation  as  a 
film  house.  The  deal  was  to  have 
taken  effect  on  Sept.  1  for  a  one- 
year  period.  It  allowed  the  Broad- 
way producer  to  use  the  theater  for 
any  purpose  he  saw  fit.  The  Shu- 
berts  will  continue  to  operate  the 
house! 


Philipson  Leaving  Para.; 
Rejoins  Cooper  Circuit 


Salute  Gets  Editorial  Aide 

Cary  Moncure  has  been  named  as- 
sistant editor  of  Salute,  the  RKO 
publication  for  the  company's  em- 
ployes now  in  the  armed  forces. 


Joe  Philipson  has  resigned  from 
an  executive  post  in  Paramount's 
distribution  department  to  rejoin 
Joe  Cooper  as  executive  assistant 
in  the  operation  of  the  Cooper  cir- 
cuit, an  affiliate  of  Paramount,  in 
Oklahoma,  Colorado  and  Nebraska. 
He  will  headquarter  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
and  will  take  up  his  new  duties  in 
mid-June. 


Richards,  Wounded,   Recovers 

Chicago — Pvt.  Harold  E.  Richards, 
USMC,  formerly  of  the  Great  States 
Marion  theater,  is  at  home,  recov- 
ering from  a  leg  injury,  sustained 
at   Guadalcanal. 


Rick  Rickelson  as 
Aide  to  Skouras! 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 
discussions  with  the  foreign  depart- 
ment specifically. 

Said  Skouras:  "Murray  Silver- 
stone,  vice-president  of  our  company, 
whose  services  we  were  fortunate  in 
obtaining  and  for  whom  we  have  the 
highest  regard,  is  and  will  continue 
to  be  in  full  charge  of  the  company's 
foreign   activities." 

(Silverstone  was  elected  a  20th- 
Fox  vice-prexy  at  the  recent  reor- 
ganizational  session  of  the  board, 
subsequent  to  the  stockholders  meet- 
ing). 

Ricketson,  former  newspaperman, 
broke  into  film  biz  in  1921  with 
Famous  Players-Lasky  in  the  lat- 
ter's  theater  and  exploitation  divis- 
ion. He  is  a  former  president  of 
Consolidated  Theaters  and  a  former 
division  manager  for  FWC  and 
Hughes-Franklin  circuit.  For  a 
time,  he  managed  the  Paramount 
and  United  Artists  theaters  in  Los 
Angeles. 


Oral  Appeal  June  14 
In  Gary  Theater  Case 

{Continued    from    Page    1) 

one  in  Valparaiso  and  one  in  Ches- 
terton. 

This  will  be  the  third  time  since 
the  inauguration  of  arbitration  un- 
der the  consent  decree  that  an  oral 
argument  has   been  held. 


Pete  Harrison,  Derr  to 
Do  "Deerslayer"  for  Rep. 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 
produce   "The   Deerslayer,"  J.  Feni- 
more    Cooper   classic,    at    Republic's 
studio  here,  and  for  release  by  that 
company. 

This  will  mark  Harrison's  debut 
as  a  producer,  an  objective  which 
he  has  planned  for  some  time.  With 
this  end  in  view,  he  has  virtually 
headquartered  on  the  Coast  recently. 
The  Cooper  story  was  last  filmed  in 
1923   by  the   old   Selznick  company. 


WAR  SERVICE 

.  . .  on  the  Film  Front 


The  Rivoli  Theater,  Broadway,  held  an- 
other of  its  "impromptu"  Bond  rallies  Wed- 
nesday night  and  sold  $36,300  in  Bonds 
among  the  patrons.  Monty  Salmon,  man- 
ager, introduced  Ben  Grauer,  who  was  M.C., 
and  the  AWVS  girls  went  through  the 
audience    and    collected. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

A  campaign  for  discarded  jewelry  to  be 
sent  to  the  United  States  armed  forces  in 
the  South  Pacific  for  bartering  with  the 
natives  has  been  launched  by  the  Para- 
mount Pep  Club.  Organization  is  co-operat- 
ing with  the  Twelfth  Night  Club,  a  women's 
theatrical  group,  in  the  collection  of  the 
discarded   jewelry. 
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"Doing  Grand  Job," 
FDR  Tells  Industry 


{Continued    from    Page    1) 

rence  Tibbett,  chairman  of  the  open- 
ing session,  follows: 

'It  is  a  pleasure  to  send  you  this 
assurance  of  my  heartfelt  apprecia- 
tion of  all  you  are  doing  in  the  field 
of  entertainment  to  support  and  ad- 
vance the  war  effort.  Entertain- 
ment is  always  a  national  asset. 
Invaluable  in  time  of  peace,  it  is 
indispensable  in  wartime.  By  co-or- 
dinating the  activities  of  all  those 
who  are  working  in  the  entertain- 
ment industry  you  are  building  and 
maintaining  national  morale  both  on 
the  battle  front  and  on  the  home 
front.  You  are  doing  a  grand  job 
and  I  trust  you  will  not  weary  of 
this  good  work  until  our  enemies 
are  brought  to  their  knees  in  uncon- 
ditional surrender." 

War  Work  Eulogized 

Proceedings  on  the  first  day  of  the 
conference,  which  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Associated  Actors  and  Ar- 
tistes of  America,  the  parent  body 
of  all  talent  unions,  eachoed  the 
President's  sentiments.  Addressing 
representatives  of  every  segment  of 
the  entertainment  world,  speakers 
eulogized  the  work  being  done  by 
show  business  to  bolster  the  morale 
of  service  man  and  civilian  alike  and 
held  out  promise  of  a  mightier  ef- 
fort to  come  from  an  industry  fully 
united  toward  a  common  goal.  The 
importance  of  unity  among  all 
blanches  of  the  amusement  business 
was  stressed  by  several  of  the  speak- 
ers. 

Paul  Dullzell,  president  of  the 
AAAA,  made  the  point  that  "the  real 
test  of  the  validity  of  this  confer- 
ence is  what  the  entertainment  in- 
dustry can  give  to  the  winning  of 
the  war  and  not  what  it  can  get  out 
of  it  for  the  various  individuals  and 
industries  in  it."  He  added  that 
"there  are  contributions  to  this  war 
which  no  one  else  can  make  quite  as 
adequately  as  the  entertainment  in- 
dustry." Dullzell  asserted  that  in 
the  war  the  amusement  world  at  last 
had  found  "one  common  cause  great 
enough  and  urgent  enough  to  bring 
us  all  together  and  fuse  our  efforts 
into  one  channel." 

"We  are  all  part  of  one  interdependent 
industry,"  said  Dullzell.  "We  can  no  longer 
live  and  work  in  separate  watertight  com- 
partments."       He    expressed    the    hope    that 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — B.  B.  Kahane's  daugh- 
ter, Shirley  Lois,  is  engaged  to  be 
married  to  Charles  Paul  Bonoff,  med- 
ical student. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  TUP.  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Natalie  Draper,  M-G- 
M  contract  player,  and  Merrill  Pye, 
studio's  music  and  art  director,  were 
married. 


HCLLyWCCD  Diet§T 


SIGNED 

CEORCE    JESSEL,    producer,    20th-Fox. 
ROBERT     ROSE,     termer,    20th-Fox. 
MARY     ROCHE,     termer,     Columbia. 
LEON     GORDON,     producer,     M-C-M. 
ROY    ACUFF   and   ORK,    two    musicals,    Republic. 
• 

STORY  PURCHASES 

IRWIN    SHAW'S,    Sons    and    Soldiers,"    M-C-M. 
tLIZABETH    IVES    (Joan    Tetzel),    termer,    David 

0.    Selznick. 
JUNE    VINCENT,    termer,    Universal. 
VIRGINIA  MAYO,   "Up   in  Arms,"   Samuel   Cold- 

wyn. 
BETTY     RHODES,     termer,     Paramount. 
oARRY    SULLIVAN,    termer,    Paramount. 
EUGENE   LORINC,   dance  director-actor,    M-G-M. 
FELIX    JACOVES,    director,    termer,    Warners. 
ALEX    GOTTLIEB,    producer,    Warners. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

CAPT.  TED  LAWSON,  screenplay,  technical  ad- 
visor,  "30  Seconds  Over  Tokyo,"    M-G-M. 

DARRELL  WARE  and  KARL  TUNBERC,  script, 
"Standing   Room   Only,"    Paramount. 

NORMAN  RtlLLY  RAINE,  screenplay,  "Sons 
and     Soldiers,"     M-G-M. 

FRITZ  LANG,  director,  "Ministry  of  Fear," 
Paramount. 


ALEXANDRE   TANSMAN,    musical    director,   "For 

All   We   Know,"    Universal. 
GWEN     WAKELING,     costumes,     "Cover     Cirl," 

Columbia. 
LOWELL     FARRELL,     assistant     director,     "Since 

You  Went  Away,"  Vanguard. 
VICTOR    GANGELIN,    set    interiors,    "Since    You 

Went  Away,"   Vanguard. 
HAROLD    FENTON,    construction    superintendent, 

"Since    You    Went    Away,"    Vanguard. 
RAY     McCAREY,     director,     "Dollar     a     Year," 

RKO. 
GREGORY        RATOFF,        producer,    "Tropicana," 

Columbia. 
LT.  WALTER  O'BRIEN,  technical  advisor,  "Offi- 
cers'   Candidate    School,"    Columbia. 
AL      GREEN,      director,      "Officers'      Candidate 

School,"    Columbia. 
HERBERT      PHILLIPS,      screenplay,      "Dr.      Paul 

Joseph     Goebbles,     His     Life     and     Loves," 

W.    R.    Frank    Productions. 
GEORGE  ST.  CLAIRE,  screenplay,  "Tiger  Fangs," 

IPRC. 
ALEXANDER  STERN,   producer,   "Cry  of  Youth," 

PRC 
BEN    LITHMAN,    script,    "Cry   of    Youth,"    PRC. 
JIMMY     McHUGH      and      HAROLD     ADAMSON, 

music,   "Higher  and  Higher,"   RKO. 
BRIAN     DONLEVY,     narration,     "The    City    That 

Stopped  Hitler,"   Paramount. 
CHARLES    VIDOR,    director,    "Cover    Cirl,"    Co- 
lumbia. 


the  show  world  might  carry  over  to  peace- 
time activities  its  wartime  "unity  of  spirit 
and    purpose." 

The  urgency  of  unity  also  was  empha- 
sized by  Tibbett,  head  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Radio  Artists  and  the  Amer- 
ican Guild  of  Musical  Artists,  who  said 
in  the  keynote  speech  that  at  present  the 
interests  of  the  various  groups  in  the 
amusement    world    "are    one." 

"What  unites  us  today,"  he  added,  "is 
the  issue  of  whether  or  not  we  and  the 
world  we  know  and  work  in  are  to  survive 
against  the  world  onslaught  of  Fascism. 
Phis  issue  is  so  great  that  it  strikes  at  the 
very  roots  of  our  existence  as  artists,  cre- 
ators, craftsmen  and  entrepreneurs  in  the 
world    of    entertainment." 

Tibbett  asserted  that  those  in  show  busi- 
ness had  enlisted  in  the  war  as  a  group. 
"We  have  struck — we  are  still  striking — 
whole-hearted  blows  in  the  cause  of  victory 
through  our  special  medium  of  entertain- 
ment," he  said.  He  described  as  "brilliant" 
the  work  being  done  by  the  entertainment 
world   to   help   win   the   war. 

Tibbett  Outlines  Aims 

In  outlining  the  aims  of  the  conference 
Tibbett  said  there  was  "no  thought  of  su- 
perseding the  work  of  the  existing  agen- 
cies." He  explained  that  the  conference  had 
been  called  because  those  in  the  entertain- 
ment field  had  felt  "the  need  of  a  sort  of 
clearing  house  in  which  we  would  all  par- 
ticipate and  by  means  of  which  we  would 
all  help  each  other."  Asserting  that  "enter- 
tainment is  not  a  luxury,"  Tibbett  said  that 
building  and  sustaining  army  and  civilian 
morale  was  "the  highest  function"  which 
members    of    show   business    could   perform. 

Tibbett  said  after  the  session  that  "it 
is  not  for  the  United  States  Government  to 
tell  us  what  to  do.  It  is  for  us  to  work 
out,  in  friendly  and  full  co-operation,  an 
overall  and  all-out  plan  which  will  com- 
pletely provide  for  the  entertainment  needs 
of  our  vast  population — a  plan  which  will 
survey  and  use  to  the  last  man  all  the  re- 
sources and  talent  of  the  entertainment 
world,"  he  said.  "We  are  assuming  this 
program  because  we  are  convinced  that  a 
democratic  way  of  life  is  basic  to  our  very 
existence,  and  we  are  ready  to  demonstrate 
that  we  can  be  an  important  part  of  that 
democratic  way  of  life." 

He  said  that  what  was  needed  was  a 
plan  which  was  based  on  the  principle  of 
service  by  all  "in  a  spirit  of  sacrifice"  and 
which  would  take  into  full  account  "the 
work  and  autonomy  of  all  existing  agen- 
cies'  and  utilize  to  the  full  "all  the  rich 
i.ihnl  at  our  disposal"  and  put  it  to  work 
whin-  it  can  be  most  effectively  used." 
A  final  requirement,  he  said,  was  that  the 
plan  hi'  "statesmanlike"  in  the  sense  that 
ii  would  "look  forward  to  the  position  of 
ihi  entertainment  group  in  a  post-war 
world." 


Francis  S.  Harmon,  executive  vice-chair- 
man of  the  WAC,  spoke  of  the  screen  as 
being  "in  a  peculiar  sense  a  beneficiary  of 
democracy."  He  asserted  that  the  value  of 
the  films  as  a  teaching  medium  would  in- 
crease   tremendously    after    the    war. 

As  spokesman  for  USO-Camp  Shows,  Law- 
rence Phillips,  the  organization's  executive 
vice-president,  said  that  live  entertainment 
offers  the  men  in  the  service  "a  living,  vital 
contact  with  the  life  and  the  things  they 
have  left  and  the  life  and  things  they  hope  to 
come  back   to." 

That  there  is  a  serious  shortage  of  avail- 
able screen  personalities  to  meet  the  de- 
mands made  upon  the  Hollywood  Victory 
Committee  was  revealed  by  James  Cagney, 
president  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild.  In- 
ability to  supply  the  desired  talent  has  in 
some  cases  resulted  in  unjust  criticism  of 
the  committee,  the  actor  said.  Cagney  said 
that  the  situation  would  be  largely  remedied 
as  result  of  availability  pledges  signed  by 
some  650  contract  players  and  250 '  free- 
lancers. 

Gardner  Cowles,  Jr.,  director  of  the  do- 
mestic bureau  of  the  OWI,  told  the  show 
world  representatives  that  they  had  "a  right 
to  be  proud"  of  their  contribution  to  the 
war  effort.  He  gave  those  in  the  amuse- 
ment industry  credit  for  doing  much  to  in- 
spire   the    nation. 

The  work  of  USO-Camp  Shows  in  making 
entertainment  available  to  the  men  in  the 
service  was  praised  by  Lt.  Col.  Marvin 
Young  of  the  Special  Service  Division,  Army 
Service  Forces. 

Other  speakers  were  Rachel  Crothers, 
president  of  the  American  Theater  Wing, 
who  reviewed  the  work  of  her  group;  James 
Sauter,  executive  director  of  the  United  The- 
atrical War  Activities  Committee,  who  said 
"it  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of 
what  talent  has  done  in  the  war  effort"; 
Walt  Dennis,  chief  of  the  news  bureau  of 
the  National  Ass'n  of  Broadcasters,  who  as- 
serted that  "radio  is  keeping  our  soldiers 
in  touch  with  their  homes  so  they  won't 
be  strangers  to  their  families  when  they  get 
back  from  the  war,"  and  Rex  Stout  of  the 
Writers'    War   Board. 


Temporary  Exemption 
For  Canada  Operators 


(.Continued    from    Page    1) 

al  indication  of  key  men  in  the  thea- 
ters being  included  in  the  tempor- 
ary exemption,  there  have  been  some 
instances  of  men  vitally  needa^in 
the  theaters  who  have  been  (  $in: 
temporary  permits  to  continue"""^  I 
their  jobs  instead  of  being  sent  to 
farms  and  war  industries.  Included 
have  been  those  directing  floor  ser- 
vice and  doubling  as  stationary  en- 
gineers, decorators  and  general  re- 
pairmen. 

One  such  key  man  was  summarily 
ordered  to  a  farm,  but  action  has  been 
deferred  on  request  for  reconsider- 
ation of  his  status.  He  is  within 
the  Army  draft  age,  but  has  been 
turned  down  because  of  a  marked 
physical  defect. 

Managers  of  the  film  exchanges 
are  also  on  the  anxious  seat,  as  are 
the  male  employes  within  the  draft 
call.  Present  indications  are  thai 
the  exchanges  are  considered  less 
favorably  than  the  theaters  by  the 
National  Selective  Service  directors 
and  it  looks  as  if  some  of  the  ex- 
changemen,  working  as  shippers 
bookers,  office  managers,  office  help 
etc.,  will  soon  be  handling  plows 
rakes,  hoes  and  spades,  if  not  as 
signed  to  working  in  war  plants 
The  vegetable  harvesting  will  be- 
gin during  early  July. 

The  theater  employes  given  th< 
temporary  exemption,  and  including 
the  booth  help,  have  been  warnei 
that  such  is  with  the  accent  on  th< 
temporary,  and  anything  is  likel; 
to  happen  anytime  that  would  placi 
them  on  the  farms,  particularly. 


Nebenzcri's  New  Company 
To  Produce  3  Pix  for  UA 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

leased  through  United  Artists  dur- 
ing the  next  18  months.  His  initial 
subject  will  .  be  "The  Moon,  Their 
Mistress,"  based  upon  Anton  Che- 
kov's   "The   Shooting  Party." 

Nebenzal's  company  will  be  known 
as  Angelus  Productions,  Inc. 


5  Weeks'  Denver  First-Rur 
For  Columbia's  "Merrier 


Denver — The  inability  of  the  Al 
ladin  to  handle  biz  diawn  by  "Tb 
More  the  Merrier"  forced  the  man 
agement  to  move  the  Columbia  pic 
to  two  other  first-run  houses,  tb 
Rialto  and  the  Broadway,  for  a  con 
tinuous  engagement.  Moveove 
chalks  up  a  five  weeks  first-run  fo 
the  comedy,  as  it  originally  openc 
day-and-date  at  the  Denver  am 
Esquire  before  going  into  the  Al 
ladin.  It's  the  first  time  a  Columbi: 
pic  has  played  first-run  here  fo 
five  weeks. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

ROBERT   TAYLOR,    USMC,    commissioned    a    2n 
lieutenant. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

J.   G.   BANTEL,    USAAF,   formerly    Eastman    Koda 
Co.,    Rochester,    to   captain. 

*  ARMY  * 

AL   SOBOL,    contract   dept.,    20th-Fox   home   o 

fice. 
MURRAY  SCHER,  contract  dept.,  20th-Fox  hom 

office. 


a 
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Year  Book  of  Movie  Industry 
Packed  with  Vital  Data; 
Original  Stories  Gain 

By  GEORGE  L  DAVID 

YOU  are  not  interested  in  statistics  or  compilations  of 
data?  Think  they're  too  dry,  eh?  Well,  often  they 
are  not  when  one  considers  what  they  mean,  directly  and 
by  implication,  in  human  terms.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  those  found  in  "The  Film  Daily  Year  Book  of 
Motion  Pictures,"  the  latest  edition  of  which  came  to 
this  desk  a  few  days  ago. 

This  annual  publication,  a  bit  on  the  bulky  side,  is  a 
"must"  possession  for  practically  everyone  dealing  more 
or  less  regularly  with  any  phase  of  the  moving  picture 
field.  It  is  invaluable,  indispensable  and — yes,  incom- 
parable. The  new  1943  edition,  which  was  put  together 
after  the  start  of  the  calendar  year,  covers  the  entire 
industry's  operations,  with  accompanying  interpreta- 
tions and  some  forecasts,  during  1942.  It  is  the  publi- 
cation's 25th  anniversary  number,  and  is  appropriately 
and  handsomely  bound  in  a  silver  tone.  Lettering  is  in 
gold  on  blue  and  gold  backgrounds. 

Facts  About  Each  1942  Production  Set  Forth 

It  contains  data  on  all  of  the  1942  features  released, 
including  the  names  of  the  producing  studio,  the  players, 
the  individual  producer,  the  director,  the  author,  the 
screen  play  writer  or  writers,  the  art  director,  the  chief 
cameraman  and  the  editor,  as  well  as  the  time  of  release 
and  the  time  of  its  review  in  The  Film  Daily,  of  each 
photoplay.  Another  section  is  given  to  the  titles  of  19,169 
features  released  since  1915,  and  with  each  title  is  the 
abbreviated  name  of  the  producing  studio  and  the  year, 
month  and  day  of  the  film's  release.  If  it  was  a  foreign 
picture,  the  country  of  origin  is  given  in  parenthesis. 

Included  also  are  lists  of  producers,  directors,  authors, 
screen  play  writers  and  cameramen,  and  against  the 
name  of  each  is  listed  the  films  with  the  making  of  which 
he  or  she  was  connected  in  both  1941  and  1942.  There 
are  many  other  sections,  including  the  results  of  the 
symposium  of  the  country's  reviewers  in  the  "10  best" 
polls  of  The  Film  Daily  from,  and  embracing,  1942  back 
to,  and  through,  1922.   The  "10  best"  selections  of  The 


National  Board  of  Review  of  Motion  Pictures  and  those 
of  other  organizations  also  are  presented.  One  finds  sur- 
veys of  the  film  field  in  Britain,  Canada,  Australia,  Cuba 
and  several  Latin-American  countries. 

Now,  all  of  this  data  is  not  only  essential  for  reference 
for  us  who  keep  in  close,  daily  contact  with  the  movies — 
and  often  this  desk  must  resort  to  it  to  answer  the 
questions  you  fans  write  or  phone  in,  to  settle  bets  or  at 
least  arguments — but  is  also  important  in  giving  on; 
some  conception  of  the  tremendous  scope,  diversity, 
vitality  and  meaning  of  this  huge  art-industry.  What  an 
immense  marshaling  of  human  forces,  and  what  a  pro- 
digious job  in  the  synchronization  of  human  talents  all 
of  it  means !  We  may  not  realize  this,  of  course,  when  a 
little  "B"  number  comes  along,  but  when  one  tries  at  the 
end  of  a  year  to  make  a  list  of  the  "10  best"  films  of  the 
12-month,  and  finds  that  he  must  leave  out  perhaps  20 
to  30  tiptop  pictures,  after  he  already  has  shoved  aside 
many  more  good  if  not  big  movies,  he  does  realize  that 
this  gigantic  setup  has  produced  mighty  well: 

Now,  to  turn  to  the  strictly  statistical  section  of  the  volume, 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  some  significance  in  figures: 

We  find,  for  instance,  that  73  per  cent  of  the  stories  which  went 
into  the  1942  features  were  "originals";  that  is,  they  were  written 
directly  for  the  screen  and  not  for  previous  publication.  So  what? 
Well,  this  is  the  high  point  in  a  rise  of  stories  from  this  source 
since  1940.  In  that  year  originals  constituted  only  61  per  cent  of 
all  film  fiction;  in  1941  the  figure  rose  only  to  63.  Then  came  the 
10-point  jump  to  73  last  year. 

While  the  studios'  original  stories  gained  notably,  those  from 
other  sources  fell  off  in  number  or  gained  only  slightly.  Novels 
which  used  to  be,  till  a  very  short  time  ago,  the  main  field  of  sup- 
ply, gained  in  1942  only  two-tenths  of  a  point;  they  contributed 
only  10.4  per  cent  of  the  stories.  But  back  in  1940  they  had  pro- 
vided 20.8.  In  1941,  they  yielded  10.2.  Stage  plays  were  screen  play 
sources  in  1940  to  the  extent  of  9.8  per  cent;  in  1941,  10  per  cent, 
and  in  1942  only  5.8  per  cent. 

Increase  "In"  Originals'  Marks  Art  Form  Advance 

This  department,  in  common  with  many  other  commentators, 
has  held  that  one  of  the  major  indications  of  the  growing  matur- 
ity of  the  movies  as  a  distinctive  art  form  is  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  original  stories  the  films  present.  The  10-point  increase 
in  originals  in  1942  would  be  misleading  in  this  respect  were  it  not 
analyzed  a  bit.  A  considerable  number  of  these  studio-written 
stories  went  into  "B"  films  and  run-of-the-mill  Westerns;  how- 
ever, enough  of  them  were  used  in  "A"  pictures  to  show  an 
encouraging  growth  on  the  more  important  side  of  the  industry. 

While  many  of  the  more  dependable  playwrights  and  novelists 
are  more  or  less  involved  in  war  work  and  therefore  writing  much 
less  fiction,  it  is  to  be  expected,  and  hoped,  that  more  and  more 
originals  of  good  quality  will  go  into  the  better  photoplays.  Of 
course,  Hollywood  will  continue  to  use  popular  novels  and  plays 
as  the  bases  of  films,  and  sometimes  improve  on  the  authors' 
treatment,  but  it  will  gain  more  in  stature  each  time  it  presents 
an  original,  screen-designed  story  of  worth,  which  will  come  fresh 
in  all  of  its  elements,  and  with  a  distinctive  cinema  stamp,  to  the 
public.    That  way  lies  creative  progress. 
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Sees  New  Audience 
In  Latin  America 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

lieves.  At  the  same  time  he  sees 
South  America  as  a  far  better  mar- 
ket for  equipment  manufacturers 
when   hostilities   cease. 

Golden's  observations,  part  of  an 
uncompleted  global  survey  of  post 
war  motion  picture  markets,  point 
out  that  many  millions  of  new  the- 
atergoers have  been  attracted  since 
I  Pearl  Harbor  and  he  believes  they 
will  "stay  with  the  box-office."  He 
(notes  that  extensive  showings, 
through  mobile  Co-ordinator  of  In- 
ter-American Affairs  units,  of  edu- 
cational and  documentary  films  has 
made  hundreds  of  thousands  of  na- 
tives motion  picture  conscious.  Many 
of  these,  he  claims,  will  form  a  new 
audience  for  commercial  as  well  as 
educational  films. 

He  predicts  a  boom  in  theater 
building  after  the  war  with  U.  S. 
•  and  local  capital  sharing  the  costs 
•and  indicates  that  U.  S.  equipment 
fwill  replace  the  present  German- 
Imsde  material.  Exhibitors  have 
'found  it  almost  impossible  to  get 
replacement  parts  for  their  Nazi- 
originated  equipment  and  will  prob- 
ably buy  American  in  the  future  to 
avoid    complications. 


Congressional  Group 
Eyes  (IAA  Pix  Deals 
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have  been  held  up  because  the  com- 
mittee has  been  called  upon  by  Con- 
gress to  investigate  various  activi- 
ties of  the  RFC,  but  committee  mem- 
bers insist  that  a  report  will  even- 
tually be  issued. 

The  committee  will  be  interested 
in  all  industrial  contracts  signed  by 
either  agency,  both  in  the  money  in- 
volved and  in  how  the  properties 
involved  are  to  be  disposed  of  after 
the  war.  Insofar  as  the  OWI  is  con- 
cerned, a  member  of  the  committee 
staff  said  yesterday  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  gauge  the  reaction 
of  the  public  to  OWI-made  shorts, 
comparing  it  with  public  reception  of 
those  turned  out  by  the  industry  as 
part  of  the  "America  Speaks"  series 
distributed  through  the  WAC. 


Four  Hurt,  Much  Film 
Destroyed  in  ASN  Fire 


Montreal — An  afternoon  fire  in  the 
16  mm.  printing  room  at  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.,  destroyed  sev- 
sral  thousand  feet  of  film  and  there 
was  considerable  water  damage. 
The  fire  resulted  from  a  short  cir- 
cuit. 

Three  laboratory  employes  over- 
come by  smoke  and  one  who  slipped 
on  the  wet  floor  and  injured  her  leg 
were  taken  to  a  hospital.  The  rest 
Df  the  staff  were  given  the  balance 
Df  the   afternoon  off. 
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"Murder  in  Times 
Square" 

with  Edmund  Lowe,  Marguerite  Chapman 
Columbia  65  Mins. 

MURDER  FILM  SUSTAINS  THE  INTER- 
EST PRETTY  WELL;  ACTORS  SERVE 
THEIR  PURPOSE  NICELY. 

This  whodunit  should  do  its  job  well  on 
double  bills.  It's  a  fast-moving  number 
with  sustained  interest,  a  couple  of  pleas- 
ant performances  and  a  few  humorous  mo- 
ments to  provide  contrast  to  the  melodrama- 
tics  of  the  plot. 

The  film  is  filled  with  Times  Square  char- 
acters, some  good,  some  bad.  This  fact  lends 
color  to  the  entertinment  and  a  faint 
touch  of  glamor.  The  main  character  is 
an  actor-playwright  suddenly  risen  to  pub- 
lic acclaim  and  enjoying  his  new  status  to 
the  full.  Despite  his  colossal  vanity  one 
cannot  help  but  have  complete  sympathy 
for  him.  He  is  really  a  likabe  chap  for 
all  his  faults.  And  one  of  those  faults 
definitely  is  not  a  murderous  streak,  as  the 
police  seem  to  think. 

The  actor-playwright  has  a  tough  time 
convincing  the  coppers  that  he  is  not  guilty 
of  the  murders  committed  in  the  course 
of  the  film.  Among  the  dead  ducks  is  his 
leading  lady  with  whom  he  is  in  love  for 
most  of  footage.  Although  circumstantial 
evidence  is  against  him,  we  know  the  guy's 
hands  are  clean.  The  story  of  the  film  is 
the  man's  effort  to  clear  himself  and  find 
the  real  killer.  Aiding  him  in  the  sleuthing 
are  a  femme  press  agent  and  Bruce  Ben- 
nett, bosom  pal.  The  killer  turns  out  to  be 
a  doctor  who  once  was  in  love  with  the 
leading  lady.  The  medium  of  death  is 
snake  poison  injected  into  his  victims'  veins 
with  a  hypodermic  needle  to  lead  the  police 
into  thinking  a  snake  is  responsible. 

Edmund  Lowe  plays  the  actor-playwright 
nicely.  Ditto  for  Marguerite  Chapman  as 
the  press  agent  to  whom  Lower  transfers 
his  attentions  when  he  discovers  his  leading 
lady  is  playing  him  for  a  sucker.  Veda  Ann 
Borg  is  most  attractive  as  the  leading  lady. 
John  Litel  is  the  murderer  and  Bruce  Ben- 
nett appears  as  Lowe's  buddy.  Among  the 
others  are  Esther  Dale,  Sidney  Blackmer, 
Gerald  Mehr,  Leslie  Denison,  William 
Wright. 

The  Paul  Gangelin  screenplay,  founded  on 
a  yarn  by  Stuart  Palmer,  was  directed  com- 
petently by  Lew  Landers  under  the  super- 
vision of  Colbert  Clark. 

CAST:  Edmund  Lowe,  Marguerite  Chap- 
man, John  Litel,  William  Wright,  Bruce 
Bennett,  Esther  Dale,  Veda  Ann  Borg,  Ger- 
ald Mehr,  Sidney  Blackmer,  Leslie  Denison, 
Douglas  Leavitt,  George  McKay. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Colbert  Clark;  Di- 
rector, Lew  Landers;  Screenplay,  Paul  Gan- 
gelin; Based  on  story  by  Stuart  Palmer; 
Cameraman,  Al  W.  O'Connell;  Art  Director, 
Lionel  Banks;  Musical  Director,  M.  W. 
Stoloff;  Film  Editor,  Richard  Fantl. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'That  Nazty  Nuisance"  I   "The  Russian  Story' 


Al  Nordquist  on  Leave 

Galeton,  Pa. — Al  Nordquist,  only 
son  of  the  veteran  exhibitor,  J.  A. 
Nordquist,  of  the  Main  Theater,  who 
joined  the  Navy  two  years  ago,  is 
home  on  his  first  leave  after  a  long 
siege  of  action  in  the  South  Pacific. 


with   Bobby  Watson,  Joe   Devlin 
Roach-UA  50  Mins. 

AUDIENCES  THAT  AREN'T  TOO  FUSSY 
SHOULD  FIND  FAIR  ENTERTAINMENT  IN 
AXIS  FARCE. 

Hal  Roach  has  followed  up  his  "The 
Devil  with  Hitler"  with  another  streamlined 
feature  in  which  Hitler  and  his  Axis  partners 
are  the  butt  of  the  comedy.  Like  its  pre- 
decessor, "That  Nazty  Nuisance"  is  bur- 
lesque pure  and  simple  and  makes  no  pre- 
tense at  being  anything  more  than  enter- 
tainment for  those  whose  tastes  are  not 
fastidious.  The  film  achieves  its  goal  fairly 
well,  although  its  resort  to  exaggeration  robs 
the  production  of  most  of  its  effectiveness. 
The  humor  is  heavy  and  crude  and  hardly 
likely  to  appeal  to  an   intelligent  audience. 

The  action  has  to  do  with  the  capture 
of  Hitler,  Mussolini  and  a  Japanese  emis- 
sary by  a  group  of  torpedoed  sailors  on  an 
island  to  which  the  Axis  partners  have  gone 
by  submarine  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the 
tribal  chief,  who  is  a  dictator  in  his  own 
right.  The  manner  in  which  the  ship- 
wrecked men  gain  their  end  is  depicted  in 
a  succession  of  slapstick  situations  that 
are  totally  senseless  if  not  entirely  without 
comedy  value. 

Bobby  Watson  and  Joe  Devlin  do  an  en- 
core as  Hitler  and  Mussolini,  respectively, 
capitalizing  fully  on  their  association  with 
"The  Devil  With  Hitler."  Johnny  Arthur 
plays  the  Jap  with  indifferent  results.  Ian 
Keith  makes  a  stagey  island  chief.  Frank 
Faylen  plays  the  seaman  who  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  capture  of  Hitler  and 
company.  Jean  Porter  is  the  only  gal  in 
the  line-up.  She  serves  nicely  as  a  native 
lass  who  helps  the  Americans  get  their  men. 

Glenn  Tryon  produced  and  directed.  He 
has  kept  the  action  fast  throughout.  The 
screenplay  is  credited  to  Earle  Snell  and 
Clarence  Marks. 

Theaters  where  "The  Devil  with  Hitler" 
was  favorably  accepted  can  play  this  follow- 
up  with  profitable  results  with  the  aid  of 
a    strong   supporting   feature. 

CAST:  Bobby  Watson,  Joe  Devlin,  Johnny 
Arthur,  Jean  Porter,  Ian  Keith,  Henry  Vic- 
tor, Emory  Parnell,  Frank  Faylen,  Ed  (Strang- 
ler)  Lewis,  Abe  (King  Kong)  Kashey,  Rex 
Evans,  Charles  Rogers,  Wedgewood  Nowell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Glenn  Tryon;  Direc- 
tor, Glenn  Tryon;  Screenplay,  Earle  Snell, 
Clarence  Marks;  Cameraman,  Robert  Pit- 
tack;  Art  Director,  Charles  D.  Hall;  Musical 
Score,  Edward  Ward;  Film  Editor,  Bert  Jor- 
dan. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


Paul  Anient  Rites  Held 

Funeral  rites  for  Paul  Anient,  59, 
for  22  years  projectionist  at  the 
Palace  Theater  on  Broadway,  were 
held  Wednesday  night  at  the  Moore 
Funeral  Parlor  in  Valley  Stream, 
L.  I.  Commander  of  the  Nassau  (L. 
I.)  post  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  Anient  was  buried  with  full 
military  honors,  yesterday  in  Vet- 
erans' Cemetery,  Pine  Lawn,  L.  1. 
Death  came  at  Meadowbrook  Hos- 
pital, East  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  on 
Sunday. 


Artkino  65  Mins. 

RUSSIAN  CAVALCADE  AIMS  AT  PRO- 
MOTING ALLIED  UNITY;  ITS  APPEAL 
LIMITED  TO  LOVERS  OF  SOVIET  FILMS. 
In  producing  "The  Russian  Story"  Jo*  '■ 
Burstyn  has  gone  for  his  material  to  a  (  1 
list  of  Soviet  films  turned  out  during  me 
past  two  decades.  From  this  film  and  that 
have  been  extracted  bits  which  Film  Editor 
George  Freedland  has  strung  together  in 
cavalcade  style  to  the  end  that  we  might 
be  able  to  get  a  better  understanding  of 
Soviet  Russia  and  the  forces  that  brought 
her  into  being.  The  picture  lays  stress  on 
the  Russian  people's  heroism  in  meeting 
Invasion  and  in  dealing  with  their  oppressors. 
The  events  depicted  in  the  film  span  some 
thousand  years  of  Russian   history. 

To  put  over  its  message  the  picture 
ignores  a  lot  of  unpleasant  facts,  as  is  to 
be  expected  when  one  considers  the  pur- 
pose of  the  production.  Its  very  nature 
precludes  classification  of  the  production 
as  entertainment  for  the  mass  of  filmgoers. 
The  film's  appeal  is  of  necessity  limited, 
although  there  is  no  denying  that  theaters 
playing  Soviet  product  will  profit  hand- 
somely from  exhibition  of  the   picture. 

The  ordinary  picture  fan  will  find  the 
going  pretty  heavy  and  the  editing  a  bit 
confusing.  However,  the  lover  of  Soviet 
films  will  rejoice  at  being  treated  to  the 
highlights  of  some  of  Russia's  top  screen 
product.  Russia's  directorial  cream  is  rep- 
resented by  the  films  from  which  the  scenes 
which  make  up  "The  Russian  Story"  were 
culled. 

The  closing  episode,  showing  how  a 
group  of  Russian  soldiers  outwits  a  platoon 
of  Nazis  advancing  upon  them  behind  a 
screen  of  women  and  children,  is  by  far 
the  best,  being  genuinely  exciting  and 
moving. 

The  English  commentary  was  written  by 
Theodore  Strauss.  It  is  spoken  by  Strauss, 
Libby  Holman  and  Morris  Carnovsky  in 
dirge-like   fashion. 

The  Soviet  Cinema  Committee  of  the 
USSR  and  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  Film 
Library  cooperated  in  the  making  of  the 
film. 


Topflight  Gov't  Officials 
To  See  "North  Atlantic" 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   (DAILY 

Washington— The  TJ.  S.  Maritime 
Commission  will  sponsor  a  special 
showing  for  topflight  Government 
officials  and  newspapermen  of  War- 
ners' "Action  in  the  North  Atlantic," 
next  Tuesday  at  the  inter-depart- 
mental auditorium  here.  The  film  is 
scheduled  for  the  Earle  Theater  next 
Thursday. 

Although  the  film  is  not  given  any 
"stamp  of  approval"  by  the  Mari- 
time Commission,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  invitation  does  not 
even  mention  Warners. 


Start  Col.  Sing  Reels 

Shooting  on  Columbia's  commu- 
nity singing  series  titled  "Sing, 
America,  Sing,"  starts  at  the  Fox 
studios  in  New  York  on  June  8  with 
Harry  Foster  directing.  Reels  will 
feature  Lucy  Monroe.  Leonard  Jay 
will  conduct  the  orchestra. 
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BUILDING,  EQUIP.  BOOM  IN  S.  AJ.00MS 

Radiophoto  Equip.  Seen  Applicable  to  Theaters 


Would  Facilitate  Relay  of 
Stills,  and  Aid  Promotion, 
Trade  Scientists  Assert 


Research  engineers  of  RCA,  who 
:  t-fuse  to  be  quoted  by  name,  as- 
serted yesterday  that  post-war  ap- 
plication of  radiophoto  equipment 
to  the  motion  picture  field,  including 
use  of  apparatus  by  individual  film 
theaters  themselves,  is  "receiving 
careful  consideration  and  study,  with 
every  prospect  that  the  move  will 
eventually   prove   practical." 

Distribution  of  pictures  by  radio 
euirently  is  on  such  an  intensive 
and  widespread  scale,  in  the  course 
of  disseminating  photographs  per- 
tinent to  the  war's  prosecution,  that 
channeling  of  the  method  into  com- 
mercial peacetime  pursuits  will  prove 
{Continued  on  Page   16) 
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Army's  Big  Hospital 
Contract  to  Eberson 


Contract  to  design  the  new  Pil- 
grim Army  Hospital  at  Brentwood, 
L.  I.,  has  been  awarded  to  John 
Eberson,  prominent  film  theater  and 
general  architect,  by  the  Govern- 
ment, through  the  U.  S.  Army  Engi- 
neers. This  important  military  hos- 
pital development  is  being  planned 
and  executed  as  an  additional  unit 
to  the  Pilgrim  State  Hospital  at 
Brentwood. 

Many  of  the  nation's  better  mo- 
tion picture  houses  are  Eberson-de- 
signed,  as  well  as  other  types  of 
commercial   structures. 


And  Summertime  Is 
Awful  Hot  In  Texas 

Coleman,  Tex. — The  long  and  ex- 
acting arm  of  Old  Man  Priority  has 
reached  out  to  stymie  Roy  Howell, 
of  Howell  Theaters  here.  His  elec- 
tric drinking  fountain  wore  out,  but 
he  found  a  replacement  in  a  local 
store.  However,  the  mechanical 
oasis  was  subject  to  priority.  Con- 
fidently, Showman  Howell  applied. 
While  all  this  was  going  on,  WPB 
claimed  the  unit  for  Army  use.  The 
worn  parts  of  Roy's  fountain  could 
not,  alas,   be   repaired. 


Two  suggestions  for  repairs  on  irreplac- 
able  camera  parts  have  won  cash  awards 
for  Albert  Goetzman,  Eastman  Kodak  Co. 
employe  in  Rochester.  Other  items  out  of 
the  Flower  City  of  human  interest  nature 
have  it  that  Eastman  now  has  more  than 
800  husband-wife  combinations  on  its  pay- 
roll, and  that  Jean  Mackenzie,  first  to  leave 
Eastman  for  the  WAACS,  is  now  appear- 
ing before   Hollywood   cameras   in   a  WAAC 

recruiting    picture. 

*         *  * 

Colonial  Theater,  Laconia,  N.  H., 
has  been  shuttered  for  three  weeks  for 
redecoration.  The  Garden  there  will 
continue  to  provide  pic  for  the  fans. 
P.  Holdenen,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  orig- 
inally decorated  the  Colonial  back  in 
1914, — and  he  is  also  supervising  the 
present   work. 

Commenting  on  front-and-back  lacquer- 
ing of  film,  discussed  in  these  columns  a 
fortnight  ago,  Maurice  Frankel,  of  Rapid 
Film  Technique,  Inc.,  New  York,  substan- 
tiates satisfactory  nature  of  the  process, 
which,  he  says,  has  been  used  by  his  com- 
pany for  the  past  three  years,  giving  com- 
plete satisfaction  to  numerous  customers, 
including  Government  agencies,  film  labs, 
distributors,  industrial  corporations,  etc. 
"Not  only  has  the  lacquering  extended  con- 
siderably the  life  of  the  film,  but  it  has 
added  to  screening  qualities.  In  the  case 
of  color  film,  and  particularly  Kodachrome, 
it  has  given  more  brilliance  to  the  colors. 
It  certainly  marks  a  definite  progress  in 
laboratory  technique  and  should  be  more 
widely   used,"   he   asserts. 

Owners  of  the  New  Holyoke  The- 
ater, Holyoke,  Mass.,  burned  in  a  two- 
alarm  fire  on  Tuesday,  say  damage 
estimate  by  fire  officials  is  far  too  low. 


Expensive  electrical  equipment,  in- 
cluding house  switchboard,  was  a  to- 
tal loss,  around  $15,000,  according  to 
the  management.  House  was  to  have 
been  converted  soon  to  pix  and  vaude, 
but  changeover  will  be  stalled  for  sev- 
eral months  while  damage  is  repaired. 

Hats  off  to  the  employes  of  DeVry  Corp., 
Motiograph,  and  the  many  other  equipment 
firms  in  Chicago,  for  having  devoted  their 
Decoration  Day  holiday  to  war  work. 

Anent  Chi,  Elgin  G.  Tassel  of  the 
Northwestern  Co.  has  perfected  cam- 
era equipment  that  will  photograph 
cards  and  other  records  on  both  sides. 
The  photographs  are  made  via  re- 
flected light  only.  Equipment  has  not 
yet  been  given  a  trade  name. 

That  splendid,  patriotic  and  current  cam- 
paign of  advertising,  instituted  by  Interna- 
tional Projector  Corp.,  manufacturers  of 
Simplex  sound  and  projection  equipment, 
in  co-operation  with  the  National  Conser- 
vation Program,  is  doing  a  vast  amount  of 
good  for  the  war  effort  by  impressing  and 
re-impressing  upon  the  exhibition  field  the 
absolute  necessity  for  keeping  equipment  in 
tip-top  shape,  and  thus  hastening  Victory. 
All-out  support  is  being  given  to  this  cam- 
paign by  the  industry's  War  Activities 
Committee,  and  theatermen  throughout  the 
nation  have  been  quick  to  give  their  per- 
sonal sponsorship,  as  well  as  aid.  IPC  and 
its  associates  are  making  sinews  for  war, 
sending  their  sons  to  war,  and  making 
and  sending  their  dollars  to  war.  Such 
spirit  will  not  be  forgotten  with  the  re- 
turn of  peace. 

Every  OUNCE  of  Copper  You  Save 
\  Will  POUND  the  Axis! 


Special  Effects  Are  Improved 

Snow,  Ice,  Fog  are  Made  More  Realistic 


Huge  Army  Open-Airer 
In  Process  of  Building 


Biloxi,  Miss.  —  Seating  accommo- 
dations for  more  than  10,000  per- 
sons are  included  in  plans  for  Kees- 
ler  Field's  new  outdoor  theater,  now 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 


Extension  of  Trade  Pacts 
Seen  Factor  Contributing 
To  Post- War  Advantages 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — In  wake  of  the  Sen- 
ate's 59-23  adoption  of  the  House's 
reciprocal  trade  agreements  pro- 
gram, sources  close  to  the  interna- 
tional trade  situation  assert  here 
that  the  expansion  of  markets  co- 
operatively by  the  21  Pan-American 
republics  points  the  way  to  a  boom 
in  theater  building  immediately  af- 
ter the  war,  with  houses  certain  to 
rise  in  virtually  all  the  South  and 
Central  American  countries,  with 
U.  S.  local  capital  getting  together 
for  such  construction  on  a  share- 
basis. 

It  is  likewise  obvious,  informing 
channels  say,  that  American  equip- 
ment firms  will  find  a  far  better 
market  for  their  products  in  the 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 

Altec  Lansing  Signs 
Well-Known  Engineer 

John  K.  Hilliard,  chief  transmis- 
sion engineer  of  the  M-G-M  sound 
department,  recently  consultant  to 
the  Radiation  Laboratories  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Institute  of  Technology, 
has  joined  the  war  production  staff 
of  Altec  Lansing  Corporation,  Los 
Angeles,  as  chief  engineer  of  the 
Radar  and  Motion  Picture  Division. 
Hilliard  is  chairman  of  the  Theater 
Standards  Committee  of  the  Research 
Council  of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and   Sciences,  a  mem- 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Realism  of  the  wintry 
scenes  along  New  York's  East  River 
docks  in  the  Gary  Grant  feature, 
"Mr.  Lucky,"  is  attributed  to  an 
improved  method  of  reproducing 
snow,  ice  and  fog  perfected  by  Jack 

(Continued  on  Page  16)  i 


War's  Eternal  'Twixt 
Distrihs.  and  Exhibs. 

Havana — U.  S.  Army  and  Navy 
have  opened  several  camp  theaters 
at  five  different  towns  in  Cuba  for 
entertainment  of  American  armed 
forces  on  duty  here.  The  fighting 
lads,  it  is  declared  in  distribution 
circles  locally,  are  good  customers, 
and  pay  a  good  price  for  their  ad- 
mission tickets.  And  they  never 
complain,  the  distributors  say  "as 
the  exhibitors  are  doing  constantly." 
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Improvement  Is  Made 
In  Special  Effects 

(Continued   from   Page    15) 

Lannan,  special  effects  wizard  of  the 
RKO  Radio  studios. 

Studios  have  for  years  been  coat- 
ing outdoor  settings  with  paraffin  to 
simulate  ice,  but  paraffin  looks  too 
smooth  in  close-ups.  Actual  ice 
would  be  rough  and  ridgy,  so  Lan- 
nan sprays  water  on  the  set  first, 
then  follows  with  hot  paraffin.  The 
water  under  the  paraffin  makes  lit- 
tle bubbles  and  results  in  rough  ice 
that  requires  actual  handling  to  dis- 
tinguish from  the  real  thing. 

The  snow  is  powdered  gypsum 
which  provides  a  glistening  effect 
that  the  older  cornflakes  method 
failed  to  supply.  Lannan  has  worked 
up  a  chemical  spray  which  he  lays 
over  the  gypsum  to  make  the  fog 
cling  to  it  like  winter  fogs  do. 

To  achieve  the  kind  of  frosty  va- 
por rising  from  snow  and  ice  re- 
quired handling  that  usual  fog 
scenes  do  not  call  for.  Lannan 
makes  the  fog  by  using  an  oil  spray 
which  oil  company  chemists  have 
succeeded  in  refining  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  studios  have  ever  used 
before. 


Former  WE  Official  On 
Service  in  Middle  East 


Walter  S.  Tower,  Jr.,  distribution 
manager  of  Western  Electric  Export 
Corp.  and  general  manager  of  West- 
ern Electric  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Cuba,  and 
now  on  leave  of  absence  for  service 
with  the  War  Shipping  Administra- 
tion has  arrived  safely  in  the  Middle 
East  according  to  a  message  recent- 
ly received  at  his  home  office. 


WHITEWAY 

ELECTRIC   SIGN   &   MAINTENANCE   CO. 

Thomas  F.  Flannery,   President 

315-17  W.   Walton  St.  Chicago,   III. 

Delaware   9111 


WAGNER    COMPLETE 
LOBBY     DISPLAY     UNIT 

Colorful  beauty-smashing  display.  One  unit 
holds  3  lines  of  PLASTIC  Translucent 
Colored    Letters.     Send    for    literature. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 
218     S.     Hoyne    Ave.,    Chicago 


Radiopholo  Equip. 
Seen  Theater  Asset 


(Continued   from   Page    15) 

relatively  simple,  it  is  pointed  out. 

The  radiophoto  equipment  now  be- 
ing employed  and  constantly  per- 
fected should,  the  engineers  declare, 
find  a  market  helpful  to  theatermen, 
in  that  still  pictures  can  be  eco- 
nomically dispatched  over  great  dis- 
tances. Film  houses  thus  could  re- 
ceive promotional  photographs  for 
display  and  other  purposes,  and  of 
such  fidelity,  in  comparison  with  the 
original,  that  newspapers  could  make 
clear  quality  mats  or  cuts.  Other 
pictorial  material  can  likewise  be 
transmitted,  it  is  asserted.  For  the 
piinted  story,  teletypes  are  seen 
serving  film  nouses  of  the  future. 
Such  machines  are  now  widely  used 
between  studios  and  home  offices. 

Many  houses,  immediately  in  the 
war's  wake,  will  be  equipped  with 
television,  and  stills  of  many  pro- 
grammed features,  others  that  spot 
news  events,  can  also  be  dispatched 
to  theaters  by  means  of  radiophoto 
apparatus. 

"It  may  sound  a  bit  like  Jules 
Verne,"  one  engineer  declared,  "but 
it's  by  no  means  improbable  that  the 
actual  selling  of  film,  and  even  cam- 
paigns for  their  promotion,  will  be  a 
commonplace  to  the  exhibitors  of 
tomorrow  through  electronic  means, 
and  even  relayed  by  them  to  the  cus- 
tomer." 


Huge  Army  Open-Airer 
In  Process  of  Building 


(Continued   from    Page    15) 

under  construction  behind  the  offi- 
cers club. 

Latest  outdoor  theater  facilities, 
including  an  up-to-date  amplifier 
system,  will  be  installed  in  the  new 
shell  where  USO  Camp  Shows,  sol- 
dier productions  and  other  artists 
in  other  fields  of  entertainment  will 
be  presented  during  the  Summer 
months. 

This  will  be  constructed  on  an 
incline  to  permit  better  visibility, 
and  a  light  curtain  will  be  used  on 
the  stage  instead  of  the  conven- 
tional heavy  drop  curtain.  Latest 
type  lighting  facilities  will  be  used 
to  create  an  unusual  lighting  effect 
impossible  for  ordinary  open  air  the- 
aters. 


WE  CAN    STILL   SUPPLY 


WENZEL 

2505-19  South   State  St. 


all  standard  35mm.  pre- 
cision projector  replace- 
ment parts. 

We  do  not  sell  to 
theatres,   direct. 

FREE     —     Our      latest 

complete    projector    parts 

catalog. 

GIVE  your  dealer's  name, 

when  writing  to  get  your 

copy  of  our  catalog. 

PROJECTOR    CO. 

Chicago,   III. 


Uncle  Sam  Goes  In 
For  Conservation,  Too 

Rochester — The  U.  S.  Army  Signal 
Corps  has  sent  six  men  to  the  repair 
department  of  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Company  for  special  training  in  the 
servicing  of  Kodak  products  used  by 
the   Signal   Corps. 


Building,  Equipment 
Boom  In  S.  A.  Seen 


(Continued   from    Page    15) 

Good  Neighbor  countries  to  the 
South  than  before  the  war.  Much 
of  the  equipment  in  Latin-Amer- 
ican theaters  now  is  of  German 
origin,  and  it  has  been  almost  im- 
possible for  operators  of  such  houses 
to  procure  replacement  parts.  It  is 
quite  likely,  it  is  pointed  out,  that, 
as  a  consequence,  purchasers  will 
turn  to  American  equipment  here- 
after, both  because  of  their  friend- 
ship for  the  United  States,  and  be- 
cause they  may  buy  with  more  as- 
surance that  replacement  parts  will 
be  available,  even  though  interna- 
tional trouble  might  break  out  again. 


Altec  Lansing  Signs 
Well-Known  Engineer 



(Continued   from    Page    15) 

ber  of  the  Motion  Picture  Standards 
Committee  of  the  Royal  Scientific 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  is  the 
author  of  many  publications  on  tech- 
nical subjects  in  the  commif 
tions  and  motion  picture  fields.     " 


Prince   Again   Operating 

Chicago — Harold    Bouton    has    re- 
opened the  Prince  Theater  at  Prince- 
ville,  111.,  the  house  repairs  having 
been    completed   following    a   recent< 
fire. 


ipUpt 


THEATRE   SOUND   SYSTEMS 
AND   PROJECTORS 


War-born  DEVRY  preci- 
sion Theatre  Projectors 
and  Sound  Systems  pre- 
sent developments  far 
beyond  previously  ac- 
cepted standards.DEVRY 
Corporation,  H12  Armi- 
tage  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


Morrow  to  RCA 

Pittsburgh — A  new  addition  to  the 
RCA  local  staff  is  Harry  M.  Morrow, 
service    engineer. 


DeVRY 

Hollywood  •    CHICAGO   •    New  York 


usAIRco 


IS   PLANNING 


tomorrow's  cooling  Today 

The  majority  of  the  nation's  exhibitors,  their  architects  and 
engineers  have  long  relied  on  usAIRco  for  comfort  cooling. 
Because  they  know  that  usAIRco's  designing  and  manufactur- 
ing policy  is  based  on  a  sound  and  simple  business  principle. 

To  engineer  and  manufacture  comfort  cooling  that  will  make  a 
profit  for  the  exhibitor — This  principle  includes  not  only  design- 
ing a  system  for  the  house,  but  also  a  system  that  will  not  eat 
up  the  owner's  profits.  So  systems  are  always  designed  with 
consideration  for  the  operating  budget. 

Regardless  of  the  size  of  house  usAIRco 
can  furnish  comfort  cooling  that  will  make  a 
profit  for  you.  Right  now,  we're  heavily  en- 
gaged in  building  material  for  the  war  effort, 
but  still  find  time  for  engineering  talent  to  de- 
velop better  systems  for  tomorrow's  cooling. 

Refrigerated  Kooler-Aire 

This  Unit,  a  masterpiece  of  engineering  sim- 
plicity combines  every  phase  of  refrigerated 
cooling  in  a  Single  Unit.  Manufactured  in 
various  sizes,  it  can  be  used  singly  or  i  n  com- 
bination -with  other  imits"to  give  you  the 
precise  capacity  you  need  .  .  .  Refrigerated 
Kooler-Aire  is  a  good  unit  to  be  acquainted 
with.  Books  describing  this  system  are  avail- 
able. We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  CONDITIONING  CORPORATION 

Profits  in  Cooling  for  the  Exhibitor 
NORTHWESTERN   TERMINAL    .    MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA 
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HOW  BIZ  SET  FOR  TOTAL  WAR  MOBILIZATION 

tudios  Turn  Out  Modest-Budget  Exploitable  Pix 


1  THE  WEEK  II\ 
REVIEW 

Merger  Approved 

=  By    L.    H.    MITCHELL  = 


NIVERSAL:  New  York  Supreme 
nt  Justice  William  T.  Collins  ap- 
"ved     the     merger    of     Universal 
p.    and    Universal    Pictures,    his 
on  terminating  a  minority  stack- 
ers'   action     against    "U"     Pic- 
s.  .  .  .  Company  announced   its 
ago    sales    meeting   would    open 

e  15. 

*  *         * 

:KO:  Floyd  B.  Odium,  president 
Atlas  Corp.,  which  owns  a  large 
ek  of  RKO  stock,  was  elected 
irman  of  the  board,  and  will  con- 
trate  his  attention  on  the  finan- 
aspects  of  the  corporation.  He 
led  a  statement  that  the  manage- 

it  would   undergo  no  change. 

*  *         * 

»EATHS:  Funeral  of  N.  L.  Na- 
,nson,  former  head  of  Famous 
yers  Canadian  and  later  of  Gen- 
1  Theaters,  Inc.,  attracted  top  in- 
try  execs,  from  Canada  and  the 
I  S.  as  well  as  Canadian  Govern- 
pt  and  business  heads.  .  .  .  Fun- 
1  of  William  Koenig,  studio  pro- 
tion  head  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
m  held  Wednesday  in  Hollywood's 

e  Kirk  o'  the  Heather. 

*  *         * 

JEWS  GRAB-BAG:  Twentieth 
itury-Fox  will  back  three  stage 
ductions  for  Jed  Harris.  .  .  . 
scent  Amusement  Co.  attacks 
rt's  findings  of  fact  in  decree, 
■ging  they  were  based  on  Gov- 
ment's  brief,  allegation  possibly 
•ming  basis  for  appeal.  .  .  .  Local 
',  operators  settled  its  $3,000,000 
X  against  Loew's,  Marcus  Loew 
>king  Agency,  RKO  Service  Corp., 
$150,000.  .  .  .  "A"  rating  was 
nted  to  film  salesmen.  .  .  .  North 
itral  Allied  Independent  Theaters 
Minnesota  will  seek  to  enforce  the 
te's  anti-blocks-of-five  law  out- 
3  of  Ramsey  and  Hennepin  Coun- 
i  where  it  was  held  invalid  by 
rt  ruling.  .  .  .  Fifty-two  war  in- 
mation  shorts  will  be  distributed 
»tis.  .  .  .  President  Roosevelt  wired 
tional  Conference  of  the  Enter- 
lment  Industry  for  War  Activi- 
;:  "You  have  done  a  great  job," 
its  first  session  in  New  York. 


Warners  the  Only  Excep- 
tion; War  Yarns,  Chillers 
And  Comedies  Scheduled 


By  RALPH  WILK 
West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Practically  every  stu- 
dio on  the  Coast  has  completed  mod- 
est-budget pictures  that  have  exten- 
sive exploitation  possibilities.  One 
exception  is  Warner  Bros.,  and  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Burbank  plant 
report  it  has  no  low-cost  product 
slated  for  release. 

Following  its  unusual  success  with 
"Hitler's  Children"  and  "Cat  People," 
RKO  is  counting  heavily  on  "Behind 
the   Rising   Sun,"   which   is    nearing 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


DuMont  Stock  Split 
Plan  Wins  Approval 


A  proposal  to  split  up  each  share 
of  DuMont  Laboratories  Class  "A" 
common  stock  into  10  shares  of 
Class  "A"  common  stock  and  each 
share  of  Class  "B"  common  into  10 
shares  of  Class  "B"  common  was 
approved  Friday  by  the  stockholders 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Ampa  Presidency  Again 
Looms  for  Vincent  Trotta 


Vincent  Trotta  has  been  nominated 
for  president  of  Ampa  next  year  by 
the  board  of  directors  which  has 
prepared  a  slate  of  nominees  to  be 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


RKO  Sales  Conclave 
Opens  Here  July  12 

Annual  sales  convention  of  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  will  be  held  in  New 
York  July  12-14,  it  was  announced 
Friday  by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  president. 
Sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. 


WB  Calls  Regionals; 
First  in  N.  Y.  July  1 


Warners'  1943-44  sales  policies, 
merchandising  plans  and  product 
will  be  presented  to  the  field  or- 
ganization and  discussed  at  three 
regional  sales  meetings  to  be  held 
next  month  in  New  York,  Chicago 
and  San  Francisco,  it  was  announced 
over  the  week-end  by  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  general  sales  manager. 

New  York  session  will  take  place 
July  1-3,  Chicago  meeting  will  be 
held  July  6-10,  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco session  is  set  for  July  15-17. 

Home    office    delegation    attending 

(Continued  on    Page   7) 


Availability  Certificates 
For  Studio  Casual  Workers? 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Labor-Management 
Committee,  which  has  a  tentative 
meeting  date  for  Thursday,  is  ex- 
pected to  adopt  a  plan  of  having 
availability  certificates  for  electric- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Exempt  Key  Exchange  Men? 

New  Canadian  Ruling  on  Transfers  Sought 


N.  Y.  Film  Board  Posts 
For  Pielow  and  Eiseman 


Ralph  Pielow,  Loew's  branch  man- 
ager, has  been  elected  first  vice- 
president  of  the  New  York  Film 
Board  of  Trade  to  succeed  Sam  Lef- 
kowitz,  while  Clarence  Eiseman, 
Warner  Bros,  branch  manager,  has 
been  named  sergeant-at-arnts,  re- 
placing Leo  Jacobi. 


A  request  that  Canadian  ex- 
change men  in  key  positions  be  re- 
moved from  the  category  of  com- 
pulsory transfer  to  essential  war 
industries  will  be  presented  this 
week  to  A.  McNamara,  deputy  min- 
ister of  labor  of  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment, by  Leo  M.  Devaney,  Can- 
adian general  manager  for  RKO  Ra- 
dio. As  vice-president  of  the  Can- 
adian Motion  Picture  Distributors 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Committee  to  Carry  Out 
Objectives  Meets  Tonight; 
Board  Will  Unify  Efforts 


By  LOU  PELEGMNE 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

American  show  business 
served  notice  on  the  nation  on 
Friday  that  it  wasn't  fooling 
about  going  all-out  for  victory 
when,  at  the  final  session  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Entertain- 
ment Industry  for  War  Activities 
at  the  New  York  Times  Hall, 
machinery  was  set  in  motion  for 
total  mobilization  of  its  talents 
and  resources  in  the  interests  of 
the  country's  war  effort  along  lines 
suggested  at  the  meeting,  at  which 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Pickford  Film  May 
Star  Shirley  Temple 

Mary  Pickford  will  produce  "Girls' 
Town"  for  United  Artists  release, 
with  possibly  Shirley  Temple  in  the 
leading  role,  the  UA  owner-member 
announced  Friday  in  New  York, 
Miss  Pickford,  who  was  en  route 
from  Montreal  to  Hollywood,  said 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Leonard  Schlesinger 
To  Join  Navy  as  CPO 

Leonard  S.  Schlesinger  of  the 
Warner  Bros.  Theaters  home  office 
executive  staff  will  join  the  U.  S. 
Navy  on  Wednesday  as  a  Chief  Petty 

(Continued  on   Page  7) 


Chain  Store  Tax  Hits 
Mich.  Candy  Counters 

Detroit — The  State  Attorney  Gen- 
eral ruled  at  the  week-end  that 
candy  counters  in  circuit  theaters 
are  subject  to  the  Michigan  chain 
store  tax  in  effect  about  eight 
years.  Tax  will  apply  to  all  sizable 
circuits.  Each  theater  would  count 
as  a  single  store  unit  under  progres- 
sive chain  unit  tax. 


INI 


DAILY 


Monday,  June  7,  1S; 


Vol.  83,  No.  108        Mon.,  June  7,  1943        10  Cents 


JOHN    W.    AL1COATE 


Publisher 


DONALD    M.    MERSEREAU 


General    Manager 


CHESTER  B.  BAHN      ::::::     Editor 


Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays  and 
Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York  18,  N. 
Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc.  J.  W. 
Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher;  Donald  M. 
Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Entered  as 
second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938,  at  the 
post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscriber  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117, 
9-7118,  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address: 
Filmday,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif  — 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  520  Third  St.  N.W.,  Phone  District  1253. 
LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film 
Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St.,  W.  I.  PARIS— 
P.  A.  Harle,  Le  Film,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
HAVANA — Mary  Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes 
214.  HONOLULU  —  Eileen  O'Brien. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco- Aurelio  Galindo,  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico, D.  F. 


FINANCIAL 


(June  4) 


NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.    Seat- 

Col.  Piers,  vtc.  (2i/2% >    17Vb    17         17       + 
Columbia  Picts.  pfd.   .    37         37         37       — 

Con    Fm.    Ind 3%       314       3i/4     . 

Con    Fm.    pfd 

East.    Kodak    167y4   1673/4   167%      . 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 23 V4     23 '/8     23  %  — 

Loew's,    Inc 60%     59         59       — 

Paramount    275/8     27         27 1/8  — 

RKO     97/8       95/8       9%  — 

RKO   $6    pfd 963,4     963/4     963,4   -f 

20th   Century-Fox    ...    21%     203/4     203^  — 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  31  3/4     31  Vi     31%    + 

Univ.    iPict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 15         14%         14%  — 

NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.   'B'way    3s55 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56.104y4   104       104       — 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102V2   102l/2   1021/2  — 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.     ...      3'/4       3%       3%   + 

Radio-Keith  cvs 2  1%       1 7/8 

Sonotone    Corp 3^4       35/8       334  — 

Technicolor     13%     13  13       — 

Universal  Corp.  vtc.  .    191/4     19%      19'/,    + 
Universal   Ficts 57         57         57       — 


Net 
Chg. 


1% 
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H  The  Broadway  Parade  K 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

The    Human    Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 15th    week Astor 

Mission    to    Moscow    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 6th    week Hollywood 

The    More    the    Merrier     (Columbia     Pictures) — 4th    week Music     Hall 

Action    in    the    North    Atlantic    (Warner   'Bros.    Pictures) — 3rd    week Strand 

Five    Graves    to    Cairo     (Paramount    Pictures) — 2nd     week Paramount 

My     Friend      Flicka      (Twentieth      Century-Fox) — 2nd     week Roxy 

Cabin     in     the     Sky     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) — 2nd     week Criterion 

This    Land    is    Mine    (RKO    Radio    Pictures — 2nd    week Rivoli 

Murder    in    Times    Square    (Columbia    Pictures) — 2nd    week Abbey 

Bataan      (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer      Pictures) Capitol 

Captive      Wild      Woman      (Universal      Pictures) Rialto 

Forever    and    a    Day    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Jitterbug      (Twentieth      Century-Fox) Clobe 

He     Hired     the     Boss     (Twentieth     Century-Fox)      (a) Palace 

Border    Patrol     (United    Artists-Harry    Sherman) New    York 

Terror   House    (Producers   Releasing    Corp.) New    York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Masquerade     (Artkino     Pictures) — Last     day Stanley 

Soy     Puro     Mexicano     (Mexican     Film) Belmont 

La   Mia   Canzone   al   Vento    (J.   H.    Hoffberg   Co.)— 7th   week    (a).... 55th    St.   Playhouse 

Tu    M'Ami,    lo    T'Ano    (J.    H.    Hoffberg    Co.)— (a-b) 55th    St.    Playhouse 

When    Sons    Leave    Home     (Spanish    film) World 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The   Youngest  Profession    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

Background  to   Danger   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — July  2 Strand 

The    Russian    Storm    (Artkino    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow Stanley 

Dixie    (Paramount    Pictures) — June    23 paramount 

Pilot    No.    5     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

Coney    Island    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — June    16 Roxy 

Aerial  Gunner   (Paramount  Pictures)    (c) Rialto 

Stage      Door     Canteen      (United     Artists-Sol    Lesser)     (c) Capitol 

Edge   of    Darkness    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — June   9    (a-b) Palace 

Gildersleeves  'Bad   Day    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — June   9    (a) Palace 

(a)    Dual  bill,      (b)    Subsequent  run.     (c)    Follows  current  bill. 


Para.  Stockholders  Denied 
Appeal  in  Recovery  Suit 


Henry  Hornstein  and  minority 
stockholders  of  Paramount  Pictures 
on  Friday  were  denied  leave  by  the 
Appellate  Division  to  appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  their  $100,000 
recovery  action  against  directors  of 
the  company  which  was  dismissed 
in  New  York  Supreme  Court  and 
lost  on  appeal  to  the  Appellate  Di- 
vision. The  court  granted  minority 
stockholders  a  stay  pending  action 
taken   by  the   Court  of  Appeals. 

The  stockholders  charged  the  sum 
sought  by  them  was  paid  in  bribes 
to  George  E.  Browne  and  William 
Bioff,  former  IATSE  executives,  who 
had  threatened  to  call  a  nation-wide 
strike  that  would  have  tied  up  the 
motion  picture  industry. 


Mono.  Holds  Regionals 
|n  Chicago,  Kansas  City 

Monogram  held  two  regional  sales 
meetings  over  the  week-end.  Steve 
Broidy  conducted  sessions  in  Chi- 
cago on  Saturday  and  another  meet- 
ing in  Kansas  City  yesterday.  Broidy 
was  accompanied  to  both  parleys  by 
M.  Edward  Morey,  newly  appointed 
supervisor  of  exchange  operations, 
and  Harry  H.  Thomas,  Eastern  sales 
manager. 

Guest  speakers  at  the  Chicago 
meeting  were  Jack  Kirsch,  president 
of  Illinois  Allied;  Harold  Mirisch, 
head  booker  and  buyer  for  RKO  the- 
aters, and  Joe  Kaufman,  head  book- 
er of  B  &  K  circuit. 


Mono.  Switches  Furst 
To  New  York  Exchange 

Mat  Furst,  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  Monogram's  Boston  ex- 
change as  special  representative, 
now  comes  to  the  New  York  ex- 
change in  the  same  capacity,  the 
switch  effective  today,  it  was  an- 
nounced on  the  week-end  by  the 
company. 

He  has  been  connected  with  Mono- 
gram for  the  past  four  years,  and 
previously  was  manager  of  War- 
ners' Boston  exchange.  To  New  York 
exhibitors  he  is  well-known,  having 
been  associated  with  the  Fox  home 
office  here  for  some  11  years  in  an 


Hope  For  Newsreel  Shots 
Of  Argentinian  Revolt 


Whether  newsreel  shots  of  the  re- 
volt in  Argentina  would  be  avail- 
able had  not  been  determined  at  the 
week-end,  although  it  was  under- 
stood that  footage  of  the  event  had 
been  made.  The  newsreel  pool,  main- 
tained by  the  five  newsreel  compa- 
nies and  the  Co-ordinator  of  Inter- 
American  Affairs,  was  in  contact 
with  the  CIAA  offices  in  New  York 
throughout  Friday.  The  situation 
had  not  been  clarified  as  to  the 
newsreel    material. 


Three  via  English  Films 

English  Films,  Inc.,  has  acquired 
American  distribution  rights  to 
three  British  pictures,  "Breach  of 
Promise,"  "Jeannie"  and  "War  in  the 
Mediterranean."  The  last-named  is 
a  short.  Immediate  distribution  is 
planned. 


De  Lodder  Renamed  Pre: 
Of  Mich.  Co-Op.  Theater 

Detroit — Co-Operative  Theaters 
Michigan  annual  stockholders'  me 
ing  re-elected  Fred  De  Lodder,  < 
cuit  owner,  as  president.  Other 
fleers  re-elected  are:  B.  J.  Co 
Senate  Theater,  vice  -  preside 
James  C.  Ritter,  Rialto  Theater,  s 
retary;  and  Wade  E.  Allen,  Fmei. 
Theater,  treasurer. 

Directors  elected  are:  Har 
Munz,  Century  Theater;  Lew  Wisi 
W  &  W  Theaters;  Ben  Cohen,  Ho: 
wood  Theater;  Alex  Schreiber,  As 
ciated  Theaters;  Charles  A.  Kon 
K  and  G  Theaters;  and  the  four 
fleers. 


Drop  Tuesday  All-Nighlers 

Rochester — Tuesday    all-night 
f  ense    shows    at    Loew's    Roches ! 
have    been    discontinued,    and 
show   has   been   combined  with 
Saturday  midnight  show. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HAL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

.„J,e?.n....  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIES 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Plctui 

Gala  Stage   Revue   •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine   Seati    Reserved.    Circle    6-4C 
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The  HARTMANS 

Larry  ADLER, 

Mitzi  MAYFAIR 

The  MERRY  MAC 


A  20th  CENTURY 
FOX  PICTURE 


"5  GRAVES 
TO  CAIRO" 

A  Paramount  Picture 


In  Person 
Frank  Sinatra 
Gracie   Barrie 

and  her  orchestra 
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IDA    LUPINO    •    RAY    MILLAND 

"FOREVER  AND  A  DAY" 

—  and  — 

"HE    HIRED   THE    BOSS" 

STUART   ERWIN   •    EVELYN    VENABLE 


SS&HRTE 


,     ON  SCREEN 

JUDY  GARLAND 
'     VAN    HEFLIN 
"PRESENTING 
LILY    MARS" 
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- 1  Exempt  Canadian 
ey  Exchange  Men! 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 
sociation,  Devaney  will  confer  in 
fewa   on  the  war  status  of   Can- 
ian  film   men. 

j)evaney  explained  before  leaving 
\~   York    over    the    week-end    for 
'0Va   that   the   present   ruling   of 
Canadian    Government    provides 
t  bookers,   shippers,  film   inspec- 
ts and  "bsck  shop"  help,  who  are 
it-rally  not  eligible  for  the  fight- 
services,  may  be  transferred  to 
nitions    work   or   other   forms   of 
t  industry.      It   has   been   pointed 
,  he  said,  that  inasmuch  as  there 
i   less   than   100    men   engaged   in 
ladian   film   distribution   who  are 
»ilable  for  such  transfer  and  that 
Be    men    occupy    positions    which 
Hiot    readily    be    filled    without    a 
•iod  of  extended  training,  the  Can- 
lan     Government     will     probably 
ke  permanent  the  temporary  per- 
ls issued   such  men  to  remain  in 
dr  present  positions. 
Because    of    the    close    association 
ich    the    Canadian    film    industry 
E  rendered  the  Government,   Dev- 
gy  believes  that   the   Government 
1  not  want  to  hamper  the  activi- 
■  -s  and  functional  operations  of  the 
^    tributors  in  Canada. 

Accompanying  Devaney  to  Ottawa 
re  Col.  A.  Cooper,  president  of 
i  Canadian  Motion  Picture  Dis- 
butors  Association,  ad  David  Cop- 
4,  a  director  of  the  association. 


"  !e  Rochemont,  Benoit-Levy 
-  n  Joint  Film  Lecture 


J  .Richard  de  Rochemont,  managing 
w  (itor  of  the  March  of  Time,  and 
j  ;an  Benoit-Levy,  French  film  pro- 
cer,  at  present  a  member  of  the 
:ulty  of  the  French  University  in 
ile  and  the  New  School  for  Social 
search,  will  give  a  joint  lecture  on 
he  Role  of  the  Motion  Picture  in 
iblic  Information"  tomorrow  night, 
the  New  Amsterdam  Room  of 
jlland  House,  Rockefeller  Center. 
Lecture,  a  benefit  for  Fighting 
•ench  activities,  will  be  conducted 
French  and  English  and  will  be 
-  -ustrated  by  films. 


1 


^  ,ustav  Stryker  Dead 

Gustav  Stryker,  73,  veteran  stage, 

Sreen  and  radio  player,  died  Thurs- 
iy  at  his  home. 
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For  the  Greater  Glory: 

•  •      •     SHORTLY    alter   4    p.m.   on    Friday,    the   two-day    National 

Conference  of  Entertainment  Industry  lor  War  Activities  concluded 

But  the  latter  verb  is.  if  left  unamplified.  an  inaccuracy Actually 

the  deliberations  of  that  Conference,  and  the  plans  which  were  broadly 
but  fundamentally  initiated,  will  continue  to  be  projected,  perfected  and 
dynamically  applied  for  the  duration  of  the  war, — the  winning  of  which 
is  the  sole  motive  underlying  the  conclave  and  all  that  it  is  hoped  will 
be  accomplished  in  the  future 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  SPEAKING  at  the  concluding  session,  held,  as  were  the 
previous  ones  in  the  New  York  Times  Hall  on  ]\'est  4-Uh  Street, 
Lawrence  Tibbett  realistically  declared  that  while  America's  enter- 
tainment industry  is  doing  an  outstanding  job  in  bringing  diversion, 
as  an  essential  stimulant  to  our  armed  forces'  morale,  nevertheless  it 
ii  capable  of,  and  it  must,  step  up  its  efforts  to  the  true  potential  it  is 

capable   of   achieving Naturally,    that   potential   can    be   obtained 

only  by  the  perfect  synchronization  of  ALL  branches  of  the  enter- 
tainment   field,— the    screen,    theater,    loiters,    radio,   and    music 

He   pointed    out    that    there   are   gaps    which    can    be    more    effectively 

filled //  co-ordination  is  properly  developed,  beneficiaries  of  more 

and  heller  entertainment  will  be,  among  others,— our  forces,  overseas,, 
our   military    hospitals,   camps,   war   plants,   communities   located    near 

the   latter,   and    our   communities    generally He    added    that    our 

gallant    ally,    China,   for   example,   uses   entertainers   in    mobile   units, 

thus  reaching  troops  in   the  most   inaccessible   locales These,  and 

the  entertainers  of  other  nations,  are  co-ordinated  by  their  Govern- 
ments  But  we  of  the  United  States,  in  the  best  traditions  of  our 

Democracy,  should   and    will   co-ordinate   our   own    talent    and    take   a 

plan  for  its  use  to  our  Government  voluntarily And,  within   that 

plan,  the  autonomy  of  all  co-operating  units  will  be  maintained ,  which 
is  also  a   blessing  of  Democracy 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     FILMLAND'S  part  in   the  proposed  synchronization  will,  of 

course,    be    enormous Its    executives    will   be   prominently    included 

upon  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Entertainment  Industry  for  War  Ac- 
tivities (which  is  the  central  body's  tentative  title),  as  outlined  by  Fredric 

March  at  the  climax  session  on  Friday Only  the  cynical  within  the 

industry  will  view  this  participation  as  anacronistic,  arguing  that  if 
full  unity  does  not  exist  within  filmland  as  an  entity,  it  is  improbable 

that  unity  can  exist  in  a  collective  entertainment  field  setup This 

is  just  so  much  balderdash There  may  be  some  segregated  in- 
stances of  lukewarm  co-operation  on  the  part  of  certain  filmland  indi- 
viduals, but  the  overwhelming  majority  of  its  sons  and  daughters  will 
be  in  there  pitching  for  the  great  cause  to  which  the  Entertainment  In- 
dustry for  War  Activities  is  dedicated That  cause  is  Victory 

This  time  there  is  a  common,  or,  it  should  be  said,  uncommon  purpose 

summoning  the  celluloid  kingdom  to  100  per  cent  action  and  devotion 

We   have   never   had   such    a   primary    and   consequential   objective   to 

carry The  astute  Elmer  Rice  stated  of  the  legit,  "The  theater  is  a 

war  within  a  war" So  is   any   section   of  the  entertainment  world, 

because  it  is,  in  itself,  uniquely  creative  and  competitive But  the 

peculiar  strife  inherent  to  showbusiness  is  picayune  and  irrelevant  at  a 

time  when  Freedom  is  fighting  for  its  skin Victory  alone  counts 

Without  that  triumph  there  will  be  no  showbusiness  as  we  all  know  it 
here That  is  why  the  new  EIWA  will  succeed It  must! 

▼  V  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEAR   LHARBOR! 


COflimG  and  G0MG 


MARY    PICKFORD    left    Friday   for   the    Coast. 

JULES  LEVEY  has  arrived  in  Hollywood  for 
conferences  on  the  production  of  "The  Hairy 
Ape." 

TOBY  BRENNER,  Kansas  City  theater  man- 
ager,   is    in    town    for    a    visit. 

BETTY  CRABLE  arrived  from  the  Coast  on 
Friday. 

EDDIE  CANTOR,  who  recently  finished  work 
in  Warners'  "Thank  Your  Lucky  Stars,"  is 
due   in    New   York   from   the    Coast  on    June   20. 

FRANK  N.  PHELPS,  Warner  Circuit  labor 
relations  executive,  spent  the  latter  part  of 
the   week    in    Bridgeport   and    New    Haven. 


Pickford  Film  May 
Star  Shirley  Temple 


f Continued  from  Page  1) 

she  expects  to  start  active  prepara- 
tion for  the  picture  as  soon  as  she 
returns  to  the  Coast.  It  will  be 
her  first  production  venture  since 
1934  when  she  appeared  in  "Sec- 
rets." She  will  not  play  in  "Girls' 
Town,"  however. 

Profits  from  "Girls'  Town"  will 
go  to  a  foundation,  which  she  hopes 
will  be  furthered  by  the  picture,  for 
girls  whose  lives  have  been  adverse- 
ly affected  by  the  war  or  other 
causes.  She  said  she  hoped  that  the 
picture  would  be  the  beginning  of  a 
movement  to  protect  unfortunate 
girls  of  both  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

The  picture  will  cost  between  $1,- 
000,000  and  $1,500,000  and  will  be 
released  in  1944,  Miss  Pickford 
said.  No  writers  have  been  engaged 
but  she  said  she  would  confer  with 
both  Sally  Benson  and  Adela  Rogers 
St.  John. 


A.  M.  Beach  Dies 

Medina,  O.— A.  M.  Beach,  66,  for 
the  past  46  years  identified  with  the 
management  of  Chippewa  Lake  Park 
near  here,  died  at  his  home  in  nearby 
Sevile.  He  is  credited  with  having 
been  the  first  amusement  park  owner 
in  the  Middle  West  to  introduce  mov- 
ies in  his  open  air  theater  in  the 
park. 


Mexican  Pic  in  Cinecolor 

"China  Poblana"  is  the  title  of  the 
next  feature  to  be  made  by  Clasa 
Films,  S.  A.,  of  Mexico  City.  Picture 
will  be  made  in  Cinecolor  under  the 
technical  supervision  of  Chalmers 
Smith,  who  leaves  Hollywood  June 
15   for  Mexico   City. 


Garden  "Opposition"? 

Aurora,  Ont. — Royal  Theater  here 
played  "In  Which  We  Serve"  to 
2,717  paid  admissions.  Eddie  War- 
ren, owner-manager,  says  the  other 
dozen  inhabitants  of  the  2,729 
population,  who  were  missing  must 
have  been  very  busy  with  their 
Victory   gardens. 
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Hun,  Romberg  presents  BARBARA  STANWYCK  in  "1ADY   OF   BURLESQUE"'  with  MICHAEL  O'SHEA  and. J.  Edward  Bromberg    .   Charles  Ding.e   •    Frank  Con roy 
Gloria  Dickson    •    Marion  Martin    .    Iris  Adrian    .   Victoria  Faust   •    Pinky  lee    •    Frank  Fenton    •   Janls  Carter    .    Eddie  Gordon    •    Directed  by  WIUIAM  A.  WELLMAN 

A  Hunt  Stromberg  Production     •     Based  on  the  Best-Selling  Novel  "G-String  Murders"  by  Gypsy  Rose  lee. 
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Studios  Turning  Out 
Exploitable  Pictures 


(.Continued    from    Page    1) 

completion.  It  will  also  make  "Bam- 
boo Blonde,"  which  will  lend  itself 
for  a  contest  to  select  an  "unknown" 
to  play  the  title  role.  "Behind  the 
Rising  Sun"  is  based  on  James  R. 
Young's  13-year  experience  as  a 
former  Tokyo  news  correspondent. 

RKO  also  expects  excellent  box- 
office  returns  on  "The  Seventh  Vic- 
tim," "Amorous  Ghost"  and  "Scream- 
ing Skull"  and  from  its  new  feature 
comedy  series,  dealing  with  a 
"rookie"  in  the  Army.  The  initial 
feature,  "The  Adventures  of  a 
Rookie,"  is  now  in  production,  -with 
two  newcomers,  Wallay  Brown  and 
Alan  Carney  co-starred. 

Expects   Big   "Hangman"  Biz 

M-G-M  believes  "Hitler's  Hang- 
man" will  do  sensational  business. 
Its  cast  is  headed  by  John  Carradine 
and  it  has  been  directed  by  Douglas 
Sirk.  Seymour  Nebenzal  supervised 
its  production.  "The  Youngest  Pro- 
fession" has  a  cast  headed  by  Vir- 
ginia Weidler  and  deals  wth  auto- 
graph-hunters. Several  M-G-M  stars 
are  introduced  during  the  picture. 
"Swing-Shift  Maisie"  stars  Anna 
Sothern. 

Paramount  will  distribute  "Night 
Plane  from  Chungking,"  co-starring 
Robert  Preston  and  Ellen  Drew.  It 
will  make  "You  Can't  Ration  Love," 
dealing  with  the  shortage  of  college 
boys.  The  company  is  expecting 
"Alaska  Highway,"  "Minesweeper" 
and  '  Aerial  Gunner,"  produced  by 
Pine-Thomas,  to  gross  heavily. 

"The  Strange  Death  of  Adolph 
Hitler"  is  on  Universal's  June  pro- 
duction schedule.  Universal  has  al- 
ready completed  "Captive  Wild  Wo- 
man" and  is  making  "The  Mad 
Ghoul." 

Columbia  representatives  report 
that  in  some  situations  "Reveille 
with  Beverly"  has  outgrossed  some 
"A"  pictures,  and  that  "The  Clock 
Struck  12,"  starring  Warren  Wil- 
liam is  proving  a  "sleeper."  (No  pun 
intended.)       The    Gower     St.    plant. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Engagement  is  announced  of 
Elizabeth  Wallace  Simpson,  daughter 
of  Morris  H.  Simpson,  assistant  to 
the  controller  of  Paramount,  to  Lt. 
Donald  Lipp  Bullard,  USCG.  Mar- 
riage will  take  place  this  month. 

Dorothy  Liftman,  assistant  to 
Maurice  Grad,  Columbia's  sales  pro- 
motion manager,  was  married  to 
Harry  Levensohn  on  Saturday.  Lev- 
ensohn  is  general  manager  of  the 
Consumers  Textile  Manufacturing 
Corp. 

Chicago — Lt.  John  J.  Naughton, 
formerly  manager  of  Essaness  Bio- 
graph  Theater,  was  married  to  Mary 
Jane  Sigman,  likewise  a  former  em- 
ploye  of  Essaness. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

BOB    CARNDALL,    riim    editor,    PRC. 
N1..L   Dt   LAY,   production   manager,    t  RC. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

JAM  WOOD,  producer-director,  "Address  Un- 
known,"    Columbia. 

aENNlfc  KlINl,  airecror,  "Cowboy  from  Lone- 
some    Kiver,"     (.oiumbia. 

• 

CASTINGS 

jGNNY  TUFTS  and  PAULtlTE  CODDARD, 
Sranuing  Room  On,y, "  t-aramount;  ANN  SHeRI- 
-Aim,  IDA  LuPliNU,  ALlAI}  SMIiH  and  JANc 
nv  i  ivi  A  im  ,  "Here  Louies  me  Gins,"  Wurneis; 
JAVIU  bKU^C,  jUNc  VlNCcNl,  VtLUZ  b 
iOLANDA,  MAKKici  HILliAKU,  KOD  CAMtk- 
JN  ana  the  UZZit  NtLSUN  OkK.  "Secona 
rluneymoon,  '  Universal;  ANN  Ml'LLER  ana 
MAftt  kUCHE,  " I ropicana,  '  i_olumDia;  Ruin 
ItRRY,  i  he  Man  rrom  Music  Mountain, 
ACpuo.ic;  tLiZAot.H  lAVLUk,  '  Wnire  Ours 
jf  Dover,"  M-C-M;  KOotki  ROst,  "Guaaai- 
canai  Diary,"  /Um-hox.  SUSAn  HAi  WAnU 
and  JAMtj  BRUWN,  i  he  lime  is  Now," 
i-aramount;  NANCi  vVAlkcR,  Along  broau- 
nvay,"  M-li-M;  AloERi  UcKKcR,  "In  Did  OKia- 
iiorna,"  kepuDlic;  mAauUcKi  i'ti  CMArlvrAN, 
/INA       FALKlNBuKG,        AlMllA        LOUlic,       ANN 

jAvAGt  and  Jtrt  DONN.Ll,  "Nine  Cms," 
columDia;  JOHN  LODtrt,  ".  assage  to  Mar- 
seilles," Warners;  bLtN  WILLIAMi,  "kevenge, " 
RKO. 

VICTOR  FRANCEN  "Madame  Curie,"  M-C-M 
CRAlij  Wo'WDS,  HOBAkl  GAVANAUGH  ana 
jHIRllY  PAiitRSON,  "Kestiess  Lady,"  Golum- 
oia;  JAMlS  JORDAN,  RIcHARD  MAm  IN,  KlkK 
ALWlN,  VICIOR  KlLLlAN,  jr.,  MYRON  HEAL- 
iY,  JEAN  BtNION  and  bAkBARA  HALE,  "The 
iron  Major,"  RKO;  MARGARET  LANDRY,  "Ad- 
ventures or  a  iRooKie,"  RkO;  TWINKLE  WATTS, 
Cay  Blades,"  Republic;  i\AY  MILLAND  and 
CAkL  ESMOND,  "Ministry  or  Fear,"  Paramount; 
I'tRCY  KILBRIDCE  ana  ELEANOR  GOUNlS, 
"  I  he   Gunmasrer,"   Harry  Sherman-UA. 

IVY  SHAW  and  TOM  CONWAY,  "Higher  and 
Higher,"  RKO;  LUCIENNE  &  ASHOUR,  FRED'S 
oULLDOGS  and  IOY  &  WING,  "Around  the 
vVorld,"  RKO;  JUNt  VINCENT,  "Second  Honey- 
.noon,"  Universal;  RICHARD  CRANE,  "Happy 
..and,"  20th-Fox;  IAN  KIETH,  "Manhattan 
Juckaroo,"  Columbia;  BILLY  DANIELS  and  ERIC 
rcLDARY,  "Frenchman's  Creek,"  Paramount; 
MArY  FORBES,  "Restless  Lady,"  Columbia; 
btTTY  RHODES,  "Rainbow  Island,"  Paramount; 
MARION  MARTIN  and  CLEM  BEVANS,  "The 
Gunmaster,"  Harry  Sherman-UA. 
ANN    BAXTER,    "Paris,    Tenn.,"    20th-Fox. 


also  expects  excellent  returns  on 
"What's  Buzzin',  Cousin"  and  "Two 
Senoritas  from  Chicago." 

20th-Fox  is  setting  great  store  by 
'Roger  Touhy — Last  of  the  Gang- 
sters," which  has  a  cast  that  in- 
cludes Preston  Foster,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Kent  Taylor  and  others.  It 
is  also  making  "The  Night  Is  End- 
ing," dealing  with  the  opposition  of 
French  workmen  to  the  Nazis.  The 
cast  is  headed  by  George  Sanders 
and  Brenda  Marshall. 

Republic  will  make  "Hitler's 
Hatchet  Men"  and  "In  Old  Okla- 
homa," dealing  with  the  oil  boom  in 
the  territory  of  Oklahoma  in  1904. 
John  Wayne  and  Martha  Scott  are  to 
be  co-starred  in  the  latter.  "Convoy 
to  Malta,"  dealing  with  the  Merchant 
Marine,  is  also  on  the  Republic  slate, 
as  "Sleepy  Lagoon,"  starring  Judy 
Canova. 

"Wings  Over  the  Pacific,"  "Sarong 
Girl,"  "Spy  Train,"  "I  Escaped  from 
the  Gestapo,"  and  '•Clancy  Street 
Boys,"  starring  the  East  Side  Kids, 
are  among  Monogram's  exploitation 
offerings.      Monogram    is    also    ex- 


Must  Furnish  Particulars 
In  WPB  Violation  Action 


Newark,  N.  J. — J.  Paul  McQueen, 
special  U.  S.  Attorney,  has  been  di- 
rected by  Federal  Judge  Meaney, 
here,  to  furnish  Frank  V.  Merritt 
and  Newman  H.  Waters,  both  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  owner  and  lessee 
respectively,  of  the  local  Mosque 
Theater,  with  a  bill  of  particulars 
on  a  criminal  information  charge 
that  the  theater  operators  had  vio- 
lated a  WPB  conservation  order  in 
the  construction  of  the  Terrace 
Room  night  club,  opened  last  Feb- 
ruary. 

Argument  on  the  case  was  re- 
opened on  application  of  Walter  F. 
Waldow,  counsel  for  the  theater  men, 
who  maintained  that  "sufficient  facts 
had  not  been  given,"  in  the  charge 
filed  against  the  defendants  two 
weeks  ago,  by  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment concerning  bids  and  other  de- 
tails relating  to  the  construction. 
Specifically,  WPB  representatives 
estimated  that  cost  of  construction 
on  the  Terrace  Room  was  upwards 
of  $4,000,  in  violation  of  the  WPB 
conservation  order  which  limits  con- 
struction costs  for  amusement  pur- 
poses, to  $200.  Thus,  McQueen  was 
directed  to  furnish  the  defendants 
with  specifications  as  to  who  actual- 
ly began  the  construction — individ- 
uals, corporations  or  associations — 
and  to  state  in  what  manner  and  how 
each  defendant  violated  the  WPB 
order. 

Included  in  the  construction  were 
a  new  sound-proof  ceiling  covering 
11,000  square  feet;  a  new  floor,  ap- 
proximately 15,000  square  feet  in 
area  and  the  enlargement  of  the  the- 
ater stage  to  about  200  square  feet. 
Largest  motion  picture  house  in  the 
downtown  sector,  the  Mosque  is  cur- 
rently  offering   legit. 


Summons  vs.  Local  306  In 
$1,000,000  Slander  Suit 


A  summons  has  been  served  on 
Local  306,  operators,  in  a  $1,000,000 
slander  action  brought  against  the 
union  by  the  Scoop  14th  St.  Corp., 
owners  of  the  City  Theater,  accord- 
ing to  Albert  Viault,  attorney  for 
the  plaintiff.  Scoop  is  also  asking 
$2,200  damages  for  each  of  the  20 
days  of  the  recent  strike  against  the 
house. 

The  action  is  based  on  alleged 
derogatory  remarks  made  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  union  detailed  to  picket 
the  house.  The  strike  started  on 
April  30. 

The  action  was  disclosed  when 
two  motions,  one  for  a  temporary 
injunction  and  the  other  to  vacate 
summonses,  were  dismissed  in  New 
York  Supreme  Court  by  Justice  Jul- 
ius  Miller. 

pecting   excellent   business   on   "The 
Revenge  of  the  Zombies." 

PRC  will  release  "Submarine 
Base"  and  "Isle  of  Forgotten  Men." 
"Danger  —  Men  at  Work"  and 
"Strange  Music"  are  now  in  produc- 
tion, with  "Tiger  Fangs,"  starring 
Frank  Buck,  also  on  the  June  pro- 
duction  schedule. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


JOHN  W.  H.  EVANS,  in  charge  of  outdoor  ai 
transportation    advertising,    Donahue    &    Co 

JOSEPH  E.  SHACRIN,  manager,  Strand  The, 
ter,    Youngstown,    O. 

ELMER  HOLLANDER,  film  payment  dept.,  Stai 
ley-Warner,     Philadelphia. 

FREDERICK  R.  GIBBS,  manager,  Park  Theater 
Philadelphia.  — 

EARL  SMITH,  assistant  manager,  Arcadia  Ti- 
ter,  Philadelphia. 

PHIL  SEIDMAN,  manager,  Warwick  Theatc 
Newport    News,    Va. 

JAMES    TIBBETTS,    manager,    State,    Boston. 

HERBERT  BERMAN,  supervisor,  E.  M  Lot 
Boston. 

NATHAN  R.  COHEN,  exploitation  represent, 
tive,    M-G-M,   Albany. 


INTO  WAR  WORK 

JAMES     OLWELL,     assistant     manager,      Rialt 
Philadelphia. 

Ampa  Presidency  Again 
Looms  for  Vincent  Trotta 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 
voted    on    at    a    meeting    called    fo  | 
June  24.     Trotta  headed  the  organ: 
zation  duiing  the  1941-42  season.   I 

Other  nominees  are  James  Zabi 
of  the  Fabian  circuit  for  vice-pres 
dent;  Hap  Hadley,  commercial  artis 
for  treasurer,  and  Blanche  Living 
ston,  of  RKO  Theaters,  secretary 
Nominated  for  the  board  are  Williai 
Feiguson,  Loew's;  Hal  Home,  20t 
Century-Fox;  Rutgers  Neilson,  RKO 
Dave  O'Malley,  Columbia,  and  Pai 
Benjamin,  National   Screen   Service 

Ed  McNamee  of  National  Scree 
Service  was  nominated  for  truste 
for  a  three-year  period. 


5,756  Eastman  Workers 
In  Services;  10  Killed 


Rochester— Total  of  5,756  East 
man  Kodak  employes  are  now  serv 
ing  in  the  armed  service.  Ten  hav 
giveri  their  lives. 

Freeman  Brings  "Tolls"  Here 

Bringing  the  world  premiere  prin  i 
of  Ernest,  Hemingway's  "For  Whor 
the  Bell  Tolls,"  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
vice-president  of  Paramount  i: 
charge  of  studio  operations,  arrive 
here  this  morning  to  discuss  wit. 
Paramount  executives  preparation 
for  the  Rivoli  Theater  opening  o 
July  14.  Because  of  technical  diffi 
culties,  there  is  only  one  Techni 
color  print  available.  It's  special! 
insured  for  $100,000. 


STORKS 


Jack  Bryan,  Paramount  salesmai! 
attached    to    the   Washington    office  | 
is  the  father  of  twins,  a  boy  and 
girl,  born  to  Mrs.  Bryan  in  the  capi 
tal  city. 

Kay  Kaman  of  the  Disney  organi 
zation  became  a  grandfather  las 
week  when  his  daughter,  June,  wif 
of  Dr.  H.  David  Prensky,  gave  birtl 
to  a  baby  girl  who  has  been  name 
Catherine  Jo. 
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1 B  (alls  Regionals; 
irsl  in  N.  Y.  July  1 


(.Continued   from    Page   1) 
e    meetings    will    include,    besides 

jalmenson,   Joseph   Bernhard,   vice- 
t-ident;     Mort     Blumenstock,     in 

narge  of  advertising  and  publicity 

«_:he  East;  Arthur  Sachson,  assis- 
~;  general  sales  manager;  Nor- 
ln  H.  Moray,  short  subject  sales 
anager;  Roy  Haines,  Southern  and 
't  stern  division  sales  manager; 
lies  Lapidus,  Eastern  division  sales 
anager;  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  super- 
sor  of  exchanges;  Howard  Levin- 
>n  of  the  legal  staff;  Robert  Schless 
id  Joseph  Hummel,  foreign  depart  - 
ent  executives,  and  others. 
In  addition  to  home  office  ex- 
•utives  and  a  studio  contingent  in- 
uding  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive 
roducer;  Charles  Einfeld,  director 
:  advertising  and  publicity,  and 
7hitney  Bolton,  studio  publicity  di- 
sctor,  attendance  will  include  all 
vision  managers,  district  manag- 
branch  managers  and  sales- 
ien. 


.eonard  Schlesinger 
*o  Join  Navy  as  CPO 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

fficer  in  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 

•ocks. 

His   duties   will  concern   the  han- 

ling  of  film  for  the  Bureau,  which 

•  the  civil  engineering  department 

f  the  Navy.      The   Bureau   is  con- 

:antly  adding  to  its  huge  film  ar- 

hives,  which  not  only  covers  naval 

Dnstruction   work   but   also  the  ac- 

vities  of  the  fighting  Seabees,  the 

Tavy's   construction    battalions. 

I    Schlesinger,   while   only    36    years 

|  Id,   started   his   pix  theater   career 

2  years  ago   at  the   Missouri  The- 

St.  Louis,  working  up  to  man- 

:  ger  of  that  house  and  subsequently 

I lanager    of    neighborhood    theaters 

nd  assistant  zone  manager  of  the 

t.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  for  Skou- 

'  as   and   Warner.      In    1931   he   was 

ransferred    by    Warners    to    Phila- 

e^phia    as    film    booker    and    buyer, 

nd  later  was  elevated  to  city  zone 

lanager  for  that  area.     Since  1937 

■  e  has  been  an  executive  on  the  home 

ffice    staff,    and   directly   in   charge 

f  the  operation   of  the  New   York 

trand  and  Hollywood  Theaters.    He 

:  a  member  of  the  New  York  De- 

anse  Recreation   Committee. 


Canadian  Short  Via  UA 

"Not  the  Gates  of  Hell,"  four-reel- 
r  made  by  the  National  Film  Board 
f  Canada,  may  be  distributed  in 
his  country  in  a  two-reel  version  as 
ne  of  the  World  in  Action  series 
■eing  released  by  United  Artists, 
"he  cut  version  carries  the  title  "The 
Var  for  Men's  Minds."  The  film  de- 
•icts  the  conflict  between  the  Nazi 
nd  democratic   philosophies. 


Army  to  Utilize  Footage 
Of  N.  African  Campaign 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM  'DAILY 

Washington — The  Army  will  an- 
nounce soon  its  plans  for  the  utili- 
zation of  footage  from  the  African 
campaign,  it  was  indicated  Friday, 
with  a  statement  to  be  expected  late 
this  week  or  next  week.  Aside  from 
that  brief  comment,  Army  officers 
declared  they  were  unable  to  com- 
ment on  reports  that  there  is  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  British  news- 
reels  with  the  way  they  are  han- 
dling   battle    footage. 


cul  H.  Kemerer  Dead 

Carrollton,  O. — Paul  H.  Kemerer, 

former  theater  manager,  who   han- 

led  road  show  booking  of  films  for 

lany  years  in  the  Middle  West,  died 

ecently.  in  Mercy  Hospital,  Canton. 


No.  African  Film  Footage 
Shot  by  Air  Force  Unit  Here 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Receipt  of  a  photo 
record  made  by  27  still  and  motion 
picture  cameramen  commanded  by 
Major  Knox  Manning,  head  of  a 
large  combat  camera  unit  attached 
to  the  Air  Force,  was  announced 
Saturday  by  the  Army.  Major  Man- 
ning has  just  returned  to  Washing- 
ton after  five  months  there,  and  has 
brought  with  him,  according  to  the 
Army,  "a  panoramic  impression  of 
the  wholesale  surrender  of  the  Axis 
as  Tunis  and  Bizerte  fell  last 
month."  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
footage  showing  captured  Germans 
and   Italians. 

Some  of  Major  Manning's  camera- 
men had  several  close  calls  but  not 
one  was  lost.  "They  photographed 
the  first  mass  raid  on  Naples  when 
approximately  100  Flying  Fortresses 
went  over,"  Major  Manning  said, 
"and  they  brought  back  some  pic- 
tures of  the  finking  of  two  Italian 
ships,   including  the  Trieste." 


Rites  for  Howard  H.  Imray, 
Former  Eastman  Ad.  Mgr. 


Rochester — Howard  H.  Imray,  59, 
advertising  manager  of  Eastman  Ko- 
dak Company  until  a  month  ago, 
died  here  Friday  night  at  his  home 
of  the  illness  which  brought  about 
his  resignation.  He  had  been  with 
Kodak  a  little  more  than  16  years, 
coming  here  after  directing  the  na- 
tional whippet  compaign  of  Willys- 
Overland  from  the  office  of  the  U.  S. 
Advertising  Agency  in  Toledo.  He 
also  had  been  with  N.  W.  Ayer. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  he  was 
tutored  abroad.  Two  of  the  biggest 
promotions  during  his  time  at  Ko- 
dak were  the  international  photogra- 
phic competition  and  the  anniver- 
sary camera  campaign  which  saw 
the  distribution  of  thousands  of  cam- 
eras to  youngsters.  Funeral  rites 
were  held  Saturday. 


Haas  Joins  MP  Ad  Service 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington  —  Adolph  Haas,  for 
the  past  eight  years  assistant  to  the 
president  of  Alexander  Film  Co., 
headquartering  in  New  York,  has  re- 
signed to  accept  a  similar  post  with 
Motion  Picture  Advertising  Service, 
Inc.,  of  New  Orleans,  producers  and 
distributors  of  "Screen  Broadcasts." 
Haas  will  make  his  headquarters  in 
Washington  although  the  opening 
of  New  York  offices  is  contemplated. 
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Along  the  Rialto 


Film  Daily  Year  Book       l\    Nearly  12  Thousand 
Full  of  Fascinating  °     Twin-Bill  Theatres; 

Facts  and  Figures —  I     Chatter  'n'  Comment 

By  WILL  BALTTN 

Motion  Picture  Editor 

WHEN  IT  COMES  TO  BOOKS  of  the  year,  The  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  wins  our  vote  as  the  most  engrossing  volume 
of  film  facts  and  figures  to  reach  this  desk.  Each  spring  we 
look  forward  with  eagerness  to  its  arrival,  for  within  its  covers 
is  recorded  motion  picture  history  of  the  past  year  in  brief,  terse 
style  plus  considerable  information  of  immense  value  to  a 
motion  picture  critic  and  editor  *  *  *  I  keep  my  copy  of  the 
year  book  under  lock  and  key  and  thus  have  it  available  for 
instant  reference  when  you  'phone  this  department  seeking  in- 
formation about  your  favorite  player,  the  address  of  Pathe 
News,  etc.  *  *  *  Last  week  our  copy  of  the  25th  anniversary 
issue  of  Film  Daily  Year  Book  arrived,  bound  in  an  attractive 
cover  of  blue  and  white  *  *  *  We  spent  a  pleasant  few  hours 
thumbing  through  its  abundant  pages,  devouring  its  palatable 
contents  and  digesting  a  wealth  of  information. 

Statistics  as  a  general  rule  are  cut 
and  dried,  but  in  the  Film  Daily  Year 
Book  they  provide  fascinating  read- 
ing. We  found  the  "Industry  Sta- 
tistics" portion  of  the  1,000-page 
volume  of  particular  interest.  For 
example: 

Capital  invested  in  the  U.  S.  film 
industry  is  listed  at  $2,061,000,000. 
There  are  200,000  persons  employed 
in  the  industry,  with  an  average  an- 
nual  payroll   of  $325,725,000. 


Approximate  annual  taxes  paid  to 
the  Federal  Government  by  the  in- 
dustry is  $360,589,600.  And  $65,512,- 
358  was  spent  in  newspaper  and 
magazine  advertising  during  1942. 


The  annual  Hollywood  payroll  is 
listed  as  $157,300,000.  And  cost  of 
film  production  last  year  approxi- 
mated   $198,500,000. 


We  learned  that  there  were  550 
actors  and  actresses  under  contract 
last  year,  and  that  376  features  were 
produced  during  the  12-month  peri- 
od. We  also  found  that  the  cost  of 
negatives  for  photographing  a  fea- 
ture picture  is  $336,600,  and  that  it 
takes  about  22  days  to  shoot  an 
average  film. 


271  women  and  41  children  employed 
every  day  in  pictures  last  year.  Story 
purchases  by  studios  amounted  to 
$4,975,000,  with  $300,000  being  the 
top  price  paid  to  Maxwell  Anderson 
for  "Eve  of  St.  Mark"  and  John 
Steinbeck  for  "The  Moon  is  Down." 


Figures  show  that  11,160  theatres 
are  playing  double  features,  while 
only  6,568  are  offering  single  bills. 
The  average  daily  film  rental  per 
U.  S.  theatre  is  listed  at  only  $35— 
which  was  quite  a  surprise  to  this 
writer. 


There  is  one  motion  picture  the- 
atre seat  for  every  12  inhabitants  in 
the  U.  S.,  the  year  book  states,  and 
there  is  one  motion  picture  theatre 
open  in  the  U.  S.  for  every  8,000 
persons.  The  average  run  of  any 
picture  is  3%  days  per  theatre  and 
average  number  of  showings  is  2% 
times  daily. 


Average  weekly  attendance  at 
U.  S.  movie  houses  is  listed  at  90,- 
000,000,  but  average  daily  attend- 
ance per  theatre  is  765  persons. 

These  and  many  other  facts  make 
The  Film  Daily  Year  Book  a  cher- 
ished possession  of  every  movie  edi- 
tor,  exhibitor   and   distributor. 


Among  extras  there  were  629  men, 
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Show  Biz  Set  for 
War  Mobilization 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

were      representatives      of      every 
branch    of  the    amusement   world. 

The  first  concrete  step  to  the 
entertainment  industry's  complete 
dedication  to  the  winning  of  the 
war  was  the  creation  of  a  con- 
tinuations committee  entrusted  with 
the  job  of  carrying  forward  the 
general  objectives  of  the  meeting 
through  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  conference  board,  one 
of  whose  chief  purposes  will  be 
the  creation  of  "a  pool  of  persons, 
ideas  and  talents"  with  the  co- 
operation of  all  factors  in  the 
amusement  world.  This  committee 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  tonight 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  United 
Theatrical  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. 

Industry  Representatives 

The  film  industry  is  represented  on 
the  committee  by  George  J.  Schaefer, 
chairman  of  the  WAC;  Harry 
Brandt,  member  of  the  national  com- 
mittee and  the  theaters  division  of 
the  WAC;  James  Cagney,  president 
of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild;  Kenneth 
Thomson,  executive  secretary  of 
the  SAG;  Robert  Rossen,  chairman 
of  the  steering  committee  of  the 
Hollywood  Writers'  Mobilization. 

Others  named  to  the  committee 
were  Bert  Lytell,  head  of  Actors 
Equity;  Lawrence  Tibbett,  president 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Radio 
Artists  and  the  American  Guild  of 
Musical  Artists;  Abe  Lastfogel, 
president  of  USO-Camp  Shows; 
William  Feinberg,  secretary  of  Local 
802,  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians; James  Sauter,  executive  di- 
rector of  the  United  Theatrical  War 
Activities  Committee;  John  Ander- 
son, Journal-American  drama  critic; 
James  F.  Reilly,  executive  secretary 
of  the  League  of  New  York  Theaters; 
Solly  Pernick,  business  agent  of  Lo- 
cal 1,  stagehands;  Elmer  Rice,  presi- 
dent of  the  Dramatists  Guild;  Peg- 
gy Wood  of  Actors  Equity;  Paul  N. 
Turner,  counsel  for  the  Associated 
Actors  and  Artists  of  America;  Bar- 
clay Leatham,  National  Theater 
Conference;  Howard  Bay,  president 
of  the  United  Scenic  Artists  of 
America;  Frank  Wilson,  president 
of  the  Negro  Actors  Guild;  Kermit 
Blumgarten,  Lunchtime  Follies,  Inc., 


"Appleby  on  Ararat" 
As  Fred  Allen  Pic 

Leo  Spitz  and  Jack  Skirball,  who 
recently  concluded  arrangements  to 
make  two  films  for  United  Artists 
release,  have  acquired  Michael 
Inne's  novel,  "Appleby  on  Ararat" 
as  a  basis  for  their  Fred  Allen  star- 
rer. Screenplay  will  be  by  Sally 
Benson.. 

Skirball  left  for  Hollywood  over 
the  week-end  to  begin  production 
on  the  first  U.A.  pic,  "Duffy's 
Tavern." 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

TECH.  SGT.  HENRY  BARBINSKI,  USAAF,  for- 
merly, doorman,  Loew-Poli,  New  Haven, 
awarded    Oak    Leaf   Cluster. 

—  •  — 

ir  COMMISSIONED  * 

JOHN   SAHAIDA,   USN,  formerly,   Feeley  Theater, 

Hazleton,    Pa.,    commissioned   an    ensign. 
MARTIN     MILLER,     UAAF,     formerly     assistant 

manager,     Ritz,     York,     Pa.,     commissioned 

a    2nd    lieutenant. 
ALLAN  ABERBOOK,  formerly  of  Barnes  Ptg.  Co., 

commissioned    a    2nd    lieutenant. 


*  PROMOTED  * 

ADOLPH  ABRAMSON,  USA,  former  manager, 
Adelphi  Theater,  Philadelphia,  to  warrant 
officer,    junior   grade. 

FRANCIS  L.  TOOHEY,  USAAF,  formerly,  Holly- 
wood   Theater,    Pottsville,    Pa.,    to    corporal. 

ROBERT  McDONOUGH,  USA,  formerly  Comer- 
ford  Circuit  home  office,  Scranton,  to 
sergeant. 

JOHN  MIKULSKI.  USN,  formerly,  Rex,  Dickson 
City,    Pa.,    to    electrician's    mate. 

JACK  CARROLL,  USA,  formerly  Comerford  home 
office,   Scranton,    Pa.,    to  sergeant. 


an  American  Theater  Wing  affiliate; 
Adrian  McCalman,  Artiste  Managers 
Association;  Sidney  Fleisher,  counsel 
for  the  Authors  League;  George  Hel- 
ler, associate  secretary  of  AFRA; 
Virginia  Payne,  president  of  AFRA's 
Chicago  local;  Neville  Miller,  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters;  Anita  Grannis,  editor 
of  the  AFRA  magazine;  William 
Fricke,  secretary  of  the  Radio  Com- 
mittee of  Advertising  Agencies. 

It  was  said  at  the  close  of  the  conference, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  AAAA,  that  no 
time  would  he  lost  in  executing'  the  confer- 
ence board  plan,  which,  as  presented  by 
Fredric  March,  won  the  enthusiastic  en- 
dorsement of  the  show-world  representa- 
tives. 

The  board  will  be  made  up  of  represen- 
tatives of  all  existing'  war  agencies  in  the 
amusement  industry  (WAC,  Hollywood  Vic- 
tory Committee,  Hollywood  Writers  Mobili- 
zation, Writers  War  Board,  USO-Camp  Shows, 
American  Theater  Wing  and  United  The- 
atrical War  Activities  Committee,  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  Screen  Writers  Guild  and  other 
creative  guilds,  as  well  as  the  AAAA,  Actors 
Equity,  craft  unions,  Ascap,  Broadcast  Mu- 
sic, Inc.,  the  Little  Theater  Conference  and 
all  other  groups  and  individuals  whose  in- 
clusion might  advance  the  aims  of  the  board. 
Envisioned  was  a  board  of  some  40  or  50 
members. 

March  said  that  "no  participating  agency 
of  the  conference  board  in  any  sense  sur- 
renders its  autonomy  or  its  existing  au- 
thority to  the  board."  He  explained  that 
the  board  will  serve  as  "a  focal  point  for 
discussion  of  the  needs  and  problems  arising 
from  the  war  effort,"  serving  at  the  same 
time  as  "a.  clearing  house  of  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions for  the  intensification  and  increased 
scope  of  the  entertainment  industry's  war- 
time contribution  to  the  nation."  New  ideas 
will  be  channelled  through  "an  individual 
existing  war  agency"  unless  co-operation 
among  various  branches  of  the  amusement 
industry  is  necessary  for  the  sake  of  "fuller 
achievement." 

To    Set    Up    Talent    Pool 

The  talent  pool  to  be  set  up  by  the  con- 
ference board  will  be  established  "by  means 
of  voluntary  enlistments"  according  to  a 
plan  advanced  by  Ilka  Chase.  "Subject  to 
their  contractual  obligations,"  members  of 
the  show  world  would  be  pledged  "to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  be  drafted  for  a 
limited  period  of  time,  specified  by  them- 
selves, into  any  kind  of  participation  in  the 
war  effort  asked  for  by  an  authorized  en- 
tertainment agency."  Miss  Chase  suggested 
that  the  "enlisting  personnel"  include  em- 
ployers, authors,  lyric  writers,  musicians,  pro- 
ducers, directors,  artists'  representatives, 
scenic  designers  and  backstage  crafts. 

"It  is  our  feeling,"  she  said,  "that  such 
men  and  wo*nen  by.  so  to  speak,  militarizing 
their  skill,  can  contribute  the  maximum  to 
their   country    in    War   time." 

The  actress  asserted  that  the  primary  pur- 
pose of  the  pool  would  be  "to  give  service 
to  the  already  existing  war  agencies,  which, 
by  having  a  guaranteed  fund  of  talent  to 
draw  on,  will  be  in  a  position  to  contribute 
even  more  fully  to  building  the  morale  of 
wartime    America." 

"We  believe,"  she  added,  "that  a  plan  of 
this  sort  would  be  invaluable  in  promoting 
closer  accord  among  all  branches  of  the  en- 


tertainment world  and  would  in  a  dramatic 
manner  bring  before  the  public  the  mag- 
nificent contribution  of  our  industry  to  na- 
tional life,  both  in  war  and  in  peace." 

Speakers  at  the  closing  session  stressed 
the  possibilities  for  expanding  the  show 
world's   work  in  behalf   of   the   war  effort. 

Lawrence  Tibbett  deplored  the  failure  of 
the  Government  to  make  fuller  use  of  the 
talents  of  those  in  the  amusement  business 
in   the  prosecution  of  the   war. 

James  F.  Reilly  presented  the  case  of  the 
theater  manager.  "When  the  final  reckoning 
is  made  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  manager 
has  not  done  his  part,"  he  said. 

Utilize  Community  Theater 

Utilization  of  the  community  theater  and 
co-ordination  among  the  various  elements  in 
the  theater  world  were  urged  by  Elmer  Rice, 
head  of  the  Dramatists  Guild,  as  a  means  of 
aiding  the  war  effort.  He  saw  the  possi- 
bility that  out  of  the  conference  might  come 
"a  theater  working  without  the  idea  of  sel- 
fish profit,"  as  well  as  "a  clearing  house 
for   the  theater." 

Robert  Rossen  asserted  that  "if  necessary, 
writers  must  change  their  technique  in  or- 
der to  participate  in  the  war  effort."  He 
called  for  "unity  in  terms  of  the  entire  en- 
tertainment  industry." 

Three  proposals  to  develop  the  war  activi- 
ties of  the  theater  were  advanced  by  John 
Anderson,  Journal-American  drama  critic,  as 
follows:  Establishment  of  resident  stock 
companies  near  camps  to  supplement  the 
USO-Camp  Shows  work,  Army  camp  tours  for 
Broadway  plays  and  wider  use  of  community 
theaters   to   aid  the  war  effort. 

Other  speakers  were  Jean  Hersholt,  Larry 
Adler  and  Olin  Downes,  music  critic  of  the 
New  York   Times. 

James  Cagney  was  chairman  of  the  con- 
ference's  final   session. 

The  work  of  the  entertainment  world  in 
furthering  the  war  effort  was  applauded  in 
a  message  received  from  Robert  E.  Sher- 
wood, head  of  the  Overseas  Branch  of  the 
OWI,  who  said  that  creative  workers  in  the 
amusement  field  "have  always  been  among 
the  first  to  rally  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try in  times  of  national  emergency."  He 
referred  to  the  show  world's  war  contribution 
as  "generous  and  unselfish  and  incalculably 
valuable." 

Informal  Morning  Discussion 

An  informal  discussion  session  was  held 
in  the  morning  with  Reilly  as  chairman. 
Taken  up  were  suggestions  for  enlarging  the 
scope  of  the  amusement  industry's  war  work 
and  problems  to   be   met.  * 

Harry  Brandt  urged  that  steps  be  taken 
to  gain  Government  recognition  for  the  in- 
dustry comparable  to  that  accorded  other 
industries.  He  called  the  show  business  "the 
stepchild  of  American  industry." 

James  Sauter  estimated  that  $100,000  per 
week  would  be  needed  to  put  the  confer- 
ence's program  into  operation.  He  said  this 
sum  could  easily  be  raised  from  the  public. 

Denial  that  the  industry  was  not  appre- 
ciated was  made  by  Claude  Lee,  Paramount's 
director  of  public  relations,  who  said  that 
"in  fact  we  are  so  appreciated  that  we  may 
be   in  danger  of   developing  a  complex." 

Among  others  who  participated  in  the  dis- 
cussion were  Cagney,  Rossen,  Sam  Jaffe, 
George  Heller,  Edward  Raquello,  Aline  Mac- 
Mahon,  Arthur  Beckhard,  Ed  Schreiber,  Bert 
Lytell,  Philip  Loeb,  Walt  Dennis,  Abe  Wein- 
traub,    Ray    Bolger,    Irving   Caesar. 

The  discussion  centered  on  ways  and 
means  of  obtaining  additional  talent  to  meet 
the  terrific  demand  for  entertainment  to 
raise  the  morale  of  service  men  and  the 
stay-at-homes. 


DuMonf  Slock  Split 
Plan  Wins  Approval 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

of  electronic  and  television  compz 
in  Passaic,  N.  J. 

The  stockholders  authorized  t 
directors  of  the  company  to  off 
Class  "A"  common  in  exchange  i 
the  outstanding  shares  of  prefel- 
and  accumulated  dividends  for  I 
purpose  of  retiring  the  preferr, 
stock.  This  authority  is  limited 
an  offer  not  to  exceed  one  sha 
of  unissued  Class  "A"  common  f 
one  share  of  outstanding  preferre' 
or  when  the  proposed  split-up  of  tl 
common  becomes  effective,  to  an  off 
not  exceeding  10  shares  of  Class  "h 
common  for  each  share  of  outstan 
ing  preferred. 

There  are  currently  outstandii 
1,200  shares  of  the  preferred  stoi 
of  the  par  value  of  $25  a  share,  e 
titled  to  receive  cumulative  dh 
dends  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  a  yea 

The  stockholders  elected  incur 
bent  directors  to  hold  office  until  tl 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  stoc 
holders.  The  directors  are:  Pa 
Raibourn,  Bernard  Goodwin,  Arthi 
Israel,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Richard,  Allen 
DuMont,  Thomas  T.  Goldsmith,  J 
Leonard  F.  Cramer  and  Bruce  D 
Mont. 

Officers  were  re-elected  as  follow 
Allen  B.  DuMont,  president;  Leo 
ard  F.  Cramer,  vice-president;  Pa 
Raibourn,  treasurer;  Bernard  Goo 
win,  secretary;  Joseph  J.  Doughne 
assistant  treasurer,  and  Arthur  I 
rael,  Jr.,  assistant  secretary. 


Availability  Certificates 
For  Studio  Casual  Workers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ians,  carpenters,  laborers  and  othe: 
who  receive  casual  employmen 
These  certificates  would  enable  the 
to  transfer  from  one  studio  to  ai 
other  and  also  prevent  other  essei 
tial  industries  from  hiring  them  a 
ter  they  complete  their  work  on  ar 
one   lot. 

It  is  believed  it  will  be  necessai 
to  have  special  availability  cert 
ficates  for  extra  players,  so  tha 
they  can  work  in  other  industrii 
and  yet  return  to  the  studios  whe 
film  work  is  available. 


Leon  Benson  in  London 

Lieut.  Leon  Benson,  formerly  wi1 
the  trailer  department  at  Par; 
mount's  Hollywood  studio,  was  a  n 
cent  visitor  at  Paramount's  Londc 
office. 
l 


Crelly  of  Eastman 

Wounded  in  Africa 

Rochester — Corp.  James  A.  Crelly, 
one  of  the  first  men  from  Eastman 
Kodak  Company  to  be  inducted  into 
the  Army,  has  been  seriously  wound- 
ed in  action  in  North  Africa,  ac- 
cording to  information  received  here. 
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0  SEEK  DEFERMENT  FOR  FILM  CARRIERS 

dyers  Urges  U.  S.  Action  on  Decree  Limitations 


lied  Counsel  Says  Wel- 
m  Case  Shows  Monopoly 
us  Not  Been  Curbed 


falling  upon  the  U.  S.  Attorney 
leral  to  act  on  the  matter  of  the 
Mtcomings  of  the  New  York  con- 
t  decree  and  the  alleged  refusal 
the  consenting  defendants  to  re- 
st the  anti-trust  laws,  Abram  F. 
■  ers  in  a  current  Allied  bulletin 
kes  the  recent  Welden  Theater 
.t-  the  basis  for  another  critical 
nmary  of  the  decree. 
["he  Welden  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  a 

(.Continued  on  Page   6) 


ame  Vice-Chairman 
)r  GNYF  Campaign 


Committee  vice-chairmen  of  the 
'  i  tion  picture  division  of  the  Great- 
New  York  Fund  were  named  yes- 
day  at  a  luncheon  meeting  called 
J.  Robert  Rubin,  head  of  the 
■tion  picture  group.  It  was  an- 
jnced  that  approximately  one-half 
the  $65,000  goal  set  for  the  mo- 

(Continued  on   Page   7) 
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evon,  Conn.,  Complaint 
sttled;  Case  Withdrawn 


New  Haven — Ralph  Civitello,  op- 
itor  of  the  Devon  Theater,  Devon, 
>nn.,  has  withdrawn  from  arbitra- 
n  his  clearance  complaint  in 
lich  he  asked  for  the  reduction  of 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


This  Land  Is  Theirs 
— For  a  Memorial 

Chicago  —  Highly  patriotic  and 
generous  gift  by  Balaban  &  Katz, — 
the  allocation  of  a  space  measuring 
some  30  feet  from  their  Nortown 
Theater  parking  lot  for  a  memorial 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  from  that  dis- 
trict in  the  nation's  armed  forces — , 
is  receiving  wide  commendation  here. 
An  elaborate  tablet  and  four  flags 
-  *  will  be  the  center  of  ceremonies  to 
be  held  next  Sunday,  with  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  North  Town  business 
groups  ,  participating. 


Government  to  Request  $100,000  Bail  Bonds 
for  Chi.  Mobsters  on  Arraignment  Here  Today 

Bail  of  $100,000  will  be  asked  by  U.  S.  Attorney  Mathias  Correa  for  the 
six  alleged  Chicago  Capone-Nitti  gangsters  who  are  scheduled  to  appear  in 
New  York  Federal  Court  today  before  Judge  Murray  Hulbert.  The  six  are 
accused  of  violating  the  Federal  anti-racketeering  act  and  mall  fraud  laws.  They 
are  charged  with  having  conspired  to  extort  more  than  $2,500,000  from  film 
companies  under  threats  of  calling  nation-wide  strikes  of  projectionists.  The 
men  indicted  are  Paul  Ricca,  Phil  D'Andrea,  Louis  Campagna,  Charles  Gioa, 
Ralph   Pierce  and   Frank   Martitote. 

At  the  same  time,  according  to  Correa,  Louis  Kaufman,  business  agent  of 
Local  244,  operators,  of  Newark,  and  John  Rosselli,  former  West  Coast  collector 
for  the  extortion  ring,  also  will  appear,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pleading  but  to 
have   a  joint   trial   date   with    the   Chicago   defendants. 


Music  Hall  Selling      Canada  WLB  Transfers 


Fewest  Pix  Record 


Radio  City  Music  Hall  is  certain 
this  month  to  establish  a  record  for 
the  fewest  number  of  attractions  of- 
fered at  that  house  during  the  first 
six  months  of  any  year.  Columbia's 
"The  More  the  Merrier"  is  the  fifth 
feature  to  occupy  the  screen  of  the 
big  stand  thus  far  in  1943,  and 
starts   its    fifth   week    on    Thursday, 

(Continued   oh    Page   7) 

Film  Classics  to  Release 
13  Hal  Roach  Features 


900  to  Essential  Jobs 


Thirteen  Hal  Roach  features  and 
between  350  and  400  Roach  shorts 
have  been  obtained  by  the  recently 
formed  Film  Classics,  Inc.,  for  dis- 
tribution through  its  own  exchanges 
and  franchise  holders.      Only  three 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Ottawa  —  National  War  Labor 
Board  announced  yesterday  that  only 
900  male  workers  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  essential  war  occupations 
from  20  industries  across  Canada, 
including  film  trade  and  theaters. 
According  to  one  observer,  theater 
managers  and  projectionists  are  be- 
ing    left     undisturbed     indefinitely, 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


Bill  of  Particulars  for 
Ascap  in  Calif.  Suit 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Judge  Henry  Holzer, 
presiding  in  Federal  Court  in  the 
case  of  135  individual  members  of 
the  ITO  of  Southern  California  and 
Arizona    against    Ascap    for    triple 

(Continued  on   Page   7) 
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G.  I.  Movies"  Launched 

New  16mm.  Service  Will  Go  to  All  Posts 


Continuation  Committee 
Forms  Preliminary  Setup 


The  continuation  committee  of  the 
National  Conference  of  the  Enter- 
tainment Industry  for  War  Activi- 
ties held  its  first  meeting  last  night 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  United 
Theaters  War  Industries  at  2  West 
45th  St.  It  created  a  preliminary 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"G.  I.  Movies,"  a  16  mm.  film  cir- 
cuit that  will  reach  all  camps  and 
military  posts  in  the  United  States 
and  overseas,  was  inaugurated  this 
week  by  the  Special  Service  Division 
of  the  Army  Service  Forces.  Hav- 
ing recreational  as  well  as  instruc- 
tional value,  G.  I.  Movies  will  bring 
motion  pictures  to  small,  outlying 
posts  not  heretofore  serviced  by  the 
War  Department  and  will  supplement 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Expect  NFC  Convention  to 
Frame  Proposal  to  WMC 
Today;  Carriers  Confident 


By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 
Formulation  of  proposal  that  film 
delivery  workers  receive  deferment, 
on  the  logical  premise  that  they  are 
engaged  in  handling  a  commodity  de- 
clared to  be  essential  to  the  war 
effort,  looms  on  the  agenda  of  the 
final  sessions  today  of  the  three-day 
convention  of  the  National  Film  Car- 
riers in  the  Hotel  Astor,  it  is  learned 
from  authoritative  sources  within 
that  body.  Submission  of  the  sug- 
gestion to  the  War  Manpower  Com- 
mission is  expected  at  an  early  date, 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Pix  Deliveries  in  4th 
Essentiality  Group 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM  'DAILY 

Washington — Film  deliveries  have 
been  placed  in  the  fourth  group,  in 
order  of  essentiality,  by  ODT,  it 
was  revealed  yesterday  when  that 
agency  announced  its  new  priority 
ratings  for  preferential  treatment  in 
the  Eastern  gasoline  shortage  areas. 
Four  classifications  were  set  up,  with 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Argentine  Revolt  Footage 
Due  in  New  York  Thursday 

Newsreel  footage,  reported  to  tell 
the  complete  story  of  the  military 
revolt  in  Argentina  resulting  in  a 
new  government,  is  slated  to  reach 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Ohio  Censor  Faces 
Federal  Tax  Charge 

Columbus — Mrs.  Ruth  Ladd  Cur- 
rey,  member  of  the  Ohio  board  of 
censors,  must  appear  before  a  U.  S. 
commissioner  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
on  June  21  for  a  preliminary  hearing 
on  a  Federal  charge  of  helping  Dahne 
W.  Winebrenner  of  Galloway,  O.,  to 
evade  payment  of  his  1941  income 
tax.  She  is  under  $2,500  bond  after 
pleading  not  guilty. 
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Morris  Simpson  Shifted 
To  Paramount's  Studios 


Morris  H.  Simpson,  assistant  to 
the  comptroller  of  Paramount  at 
the  home  office,  has  been  named  as- 
sistant to  the  studio  comptroller. 
He  leaves  tomorrow  for  the  Coast. 
In  charge  of  foreign  accounting  for 
the  last  19  years,  Simpson  has  been 
with  the  company  for  23  years. 


Al  Blasko's  Mother  Dies 

Chicago  —  Mrs.  Mary  Blasko, 
mother  of  Al  Blasko,  of  Warners' 
Symphony  theater,  is  dead. 


Frederick  Mercy,  Sr., 
Leaving  Theater  Field 

Yakima,  Wash.  —  Reorganization 
ni  the  management  of  the  Mercy 
family's  holdings  in  Central  Wash- 
ington, will  follow  with  the  retire- 
ment of  Frederick  Mercy,  Sr. 

Frederick  Mercy's  Jr.  will  shortly 
return  from  Seattle,  to  take  over 
complete  management  of  the  Lib- 
erty, Capitol,  Yakima  and  Roxy  the- 
aters here. 

The  elder  Mercy  will  continue  to 
manage  his  real  estate  holdings  in 
Yakima,  which  include  the  Miller 
Building,  the  Capitol  and  Liberty 
theater  buildings,  and  theaters  in 
Walla  Walla,  Pasco,  Sunnyside,  Top- 
penish  and  Ellensburg,  Wash.  The 
latter  theaters  are  now  leased  by 
Mercy  Sr.  to  the  Mid-State  Theaters 
Association. 

Harry  Gillespie,  who  has  been  ad- 
vertising manager  for  the  Mercy 
Theaters  in  Yakima,  will  become 
manager  of  the  Yakima  Valley  Pos- 
ter  Service. 

Sid  Turner,  who  has  been  manager 
of  the  Poster  Company,  will  become 
Mercy's  assistant  in  managing  his 
real    estate   holdings. 

Fred  Mercy  Sr.  in  retiring  from 
the  theater  business,  parts  from  the 
business  which  he  started  in  the 
Yakima  Valley  some  25  years  ago. 

20th-Fox  North  African 
Operations  on  100%  Basis 


Twentieth  Century-Fox  operations 
in  Africa  are  back  on  a  100  per  cent 
basis  now  that  North  Africa  is  in 
United  Nations  control,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  Every  one  of  the 
company's  offices  in  North  Africa 
is  now  reported  active,  with  Holly- 
wood films  again  filling  the  screens 
of  theaters  in  Tunisia.  Resumption 
of  the  company's  distribution  activi- 
ties in  North  Africa  is  being  super- 
vised by  William  Morgan,  special 
representative  of  the  company. 

Replacement  of  Axis  pictures  by 
American  product  on  the  screen  of 
theaters  in  Tunisia  has  opened  up  a 
large  new  source  of  revenue  for  the 
company. 


"Best  Foot  Forward"  in 
N.  Y.  Astor  Debut  June  29 

"Best  Foot  Forward,"  Metro's 
Technicolor  film  version  of  George 
Abbott's  Broadway  musical  comedy, 
will  have  its  world  premiere  June 
29  at  the  New  York  Astor,  the  com- 
pany announced   yesterday. 

Services  for  Mrs.  Hummel 

Funeral  Services  for  Mrs.  Agnes 
Morrow  Hummel,  mother  of  Joseph 
S.  Hummel,  Warner's  foreign  sales 
manager,  and  of  Harry  Hummel  of 
Warner's  New  York  exchange,  will 
be  held  Thursday. 

Mrs.  Hummel  died  Sunday  at  her 
home  in  Astoria,  L.  I. 


Jackson  Park  Case  Postponed 

Chicago — The  Jackson  Park  anti- 
trust case  before  Federal  Judge 
Michael  Igoe  has  been  postponed  to 
Oct.  4  by  mutual  consent. 


Chicago  Subsequents 
Hit  by  Hot  Weather 

Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Al- 
lied prexy,  says  that  subsequent-runs 
are  beginning  to  feel  the  loss  of 
business  caused  by  arrival  of  warm 
weather  in  their  weekday  shows. 
Higher  overhead,  Kirsch  adds,  is 
bringing  the  net  below  last  year's 
level.  Victory  gardening,  outdoor 
shows  and  sports,  are  factors  in  the 
declining    attendance. 


WB  Execs,  in  Capital  for 
"North  Atlantic"  Showing 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Harry  M.  Warner, 
president  of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
arrived  here  yesterday  accompanied 
by  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  advertising  and  public- 
ity, Mort  Blumenstock,  Eastern  pub- 
licity chief,  and  R.  Irving  Yergin  of 
Blumenstock's  staff.  Although  it 
was  reported  in  New  York  that  they 
were  here  to  consult  with  OWI  Chief 
Elmer  Davis  concerning  "Mission  to 
Moscow,"  Einfeld  declared  that  the 
party  had  come  to  Washington  sim- 
ply to  attend  the  special  showing 
tonight  for  top  dignitaries  of  "Ac- 
tion in  the  North  Atlantic." 

The  film  will  be  screened  tomor- 
row under  the  auspices  of  the  U.  S. 
Maritime  Commission,  and  several 
cabinet  members,  members  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  other  high  mili- 
tary and  civilian  officials  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  foreign  governments 
will  be  on  hand. 


Washington  Variety  Club 
In  Testimonial  to  Rohrs 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Members  of  the 
Washington  Tent,  Variety  Club,  ten- 
dered a  testimonial  dinner  last  night 
to  Fred  C.  Rohrs,  Long  Branch  man- 
ager here  for  UA,  who  has  just 
begun  his  new  duties  as  Southern 
division  manager  for  PRC.  Abe 
Lichtman  of  Lichtman  Theaters  and 
Fred  Kogod  of  the  Kogod-Burka  Cir- 
cuit were  active  in  promoting  the 
deal. 

Rohrs  will  make  his  headquarters 
in  Washington,  but  will  spend  much 
of  his  time  in  New  Orleans,  Char- 
lotte, Atlanta  and  other  cities  be- 
tween here  and  New  Orleans. 


Services  Issue  Passes 
For  N.  S.  Sunday  Shows 

Halifax,  N.  S.— For  the  Sunday 
shows  for  service  men  resumed  at 
the  local  Capitol,  admission  is  only 
by  passes  issued  by  the  Army,  Navy, 
Air  Force  and  Merchant  Marine, 
and  in  the  afternoon.  Previously, 
any  service  man  could  see  the  show, 
and  bring  a  female  companion,  and 
the  show  was  on  Sunday  night.  The 
female  guest  continues  eligible.  The 
policing,  ticket  collecting,  ushering 
are  all  by  soldiers,  sailors  and  air- 
men. The  only  member  of  the  house 
staff  used  for  the  Sunday  show  is 
one  operator.  Previously,  the  full 
house  staff  were  on  duty. 


COminG  and  come 


BEN  COETZ  arrived  in  New  York  yeste 
en   route   to   London. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN  arrived  yesterday  I 
the  Coast. 

MORRIS  SIMPSON,  assistant  to  Paramou 
comptroller,   moves   to   Hollywood   tomorrow. 

W.  R.  FRANK,  producer,  is  due  in  New  1 
this  week. 

DAVE  GRIESDORF,   British  Columbia  super. 
of    23    houses    operated    by    Odeon,    is    in    t  j 
tor  10  days. 

CORNELIA   OTIS   SKINNER    is   back   from 

Coast. 

CHARLES   EINFELD  has  arrived   in  Washin;  I 
from  the  Coast. 

MORT  BLUMENSTOCK  went  to  Washinj 
yesterday. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Eastern  publicity  rr 
ager  for  Warners,  left  last  night  for  Chic 
and   Detroit. 

IRENE   MANNING   has   returned   to   the  Ci] 
from  New  York. 

IT.  BURGESS  MEREDITH  has  arrived  in  L 
don  from  Washington. 

EARL  SWIGERT,  Para,  district  manager, 
turns   to   Philadelphia   today   from   New  York.  ] 

STEVE  SLESINCER  left  for  the  Coast 
night. 

REGINALD   GARDINER   is  on  a   tour  of  A 
camps   that   started   at   Amarillo   Field,   Amar 
Tex.      The   final   appearance   will   be  at   Kirtl  ' 
Field,    Albuquerque,    N.    M. 

GUY  KIBBEE  opens  a  volunteer  tour  ur 
USO-Camp  Shows  Sponsorship  at  Fort  C 
Salinas,  Calif.,  on  June  14.  He  winds  up 
Camp   Stoneman,   Pittsburgh,   Calif.,  on  June  ] 

STEVE  BROIDY,  vice-president  and  gen. 
sales  manager  of  Monogram,  will  arrive  in  h 
lywood  by  plane  today  after  conducting  s. 
meetings   in    Chicago   and   Kansas  City. 

JEANNE    FOREMAN    has    gone    to    Charlo 
N.    C,    for    a    rest    from    her    Hollywood    acl  | 
chores. 

PHIL  ENGEL,  Warner  Bros.  New  England  p 
licity  representative,  is  in  Buffalo  in  connect 
with   "Mission   to   Moscow"   business. 

AL  O.  BONDY,  film  distributor  for  Cem 
Electric,  is  scheduled  to  return  to  his  oft 
here  on  the  week-end,  following  business  vi 
to   Pittsburgh   and  other  keys. 


Perry  Named  District  Ad 
Manager  for  Paramount 


Charles  C.  Perry  has  joined  Par 
mount  as  district  advertising  ma 
ager  in  Harry  Goldstein's  distri 
covering  Cincinnati  and  Indiana; 
olis,  Alec  Moss  announced  yeste 
day.  Perry,  who  succeeds  J.  , 
Gunderson,  will  headquarter  at  t 
Cincinnati  exchange.  He  formei 
was  a  field  representative  for  Unit-] 
Artists. 


Ernest   B.  Schoedsack  Meyer  P.  Beck 
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IK  ix  Deliveries  in  4th 
Hisenlialily  Group 
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ii  delivery  in  the  fourth,  termed 
iportant."  The  list  was  certified 
ODT  by  WPB.  and  supersedes  the 
Ly  30  list. 

5-sential  industries  are  recast, 
;h  some  additions,  into  one  of  the 
lowing  four  groups:  AA-1  (most 
tical):  A-l  (very  critical);  A-2 
T-itical) ;  and  A-3  (important).  As 
kg  as  the  gas  pinch  remains,  lesser 
.ounts  of  fuel  will  be  allocated  the 
ver  A  rated  industries  than  the 
per.  ODT  warned,  however,  that 
in  those  rated  carriers  will  not  be 
'en  additional  gasoline  unless  they 
5  utilizing  what  they  have  to  the 
.lest  possible  extent. 
Radio  communication  and  broad- 
sting  was  placed  in  the  A-l  group, 
Bering  remote  control  special 
ladcasts,  etc.,  but  newsreel  crews 
re  not  included  in  the  listing  at 
,.  Claude  Collins,  WAC  newsreel 
■ordinator,  was  not  available  for 
riment,  so  nothing  is  known  of 
sir  plans,  but  newsreel  men  here 
] :  re  obviously  upset  over  the  fail- 
3  of  the  ODT  to  include  them  in 
y  one  of  the  four  categories. 
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rgentine  Revolt  Footage 
ue  in  New  York  Thursday 
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(Continued    from    Page    1) 

-w  York  by  Thursday.  Prints  are 
ing  rushed  here  via  air  through 
rangements  made  by  the  office  of 
e  Co-ordinator  of  Inter-American 
[fairs. 

It  is  reported  that  the  newsreel 
ol,  operated  jointly  in  Buenos 
res  by  the  five  newsreel  compa- 
ss and  the  CIAA,  was  on  the  job 
the  start  of  the  outbreak. 


irty  for  Betty  Grable 

Twentieth-Fox  is   tossing  a   cock- 
1    party   for  Betty   Grable  in  the 
merry  Netherland  Vanity  Fair  room 
is  evening. 


[wedding  bells 


Concord,   N.   H. — Robert  G.   Russ, 
sistant    manager    of    the    Concord 
leater,      married      Elizabeth      M. 
^nase  at  Walker  Chapel,  First  Con- 
gregational   Church,   in    this    city. 

!\  Dartmouth,  N.  S.— Hazel  Doris 
tjlk  lver  and  Avard  A.  Whitman  were 
♦Parried  in  Christ  Church  here, 
room  is  assistant  manager  of  the 
undas  Theater  in  Dartmouth. 


St.  John,  N.  B.— Geraldine  Pau- 
ie    O'Neill,    and    F.    Gerald    Ring, 

ere  married  in  St.  Peter's   Church 

sre.  Bride  was  on  the  office  staff 
the  Paramount  film  exchange,  St. 

->hn,  and  active  in  the  Film  Girls' 

atriotic    Club. 


Of  '"General"  and  Specific  interest: 

•  •       •      MORE   stars   for   filmland's   diadem! This    time   they're 

silver  ones,  reportedly  for  the  heavy-hitting  shoulders  of  Colonel  Edward 
Peck  ("Ted")  Curtis,  peacetime  motion  picture  sales  director  for  Eastman 

Kodak,    now    slated    for    promotion    to    rank    of    Brigadier    General 

Ted's  name  is  understood  to  be  on  a  list  of  14  officers  nominated  for 
advance  in  rank  for  "conspicuous  leadership  during  the  recent  Tunisian 

campaign" He  has  been  serving  as  Chief  of  Staff  for  Maj.  General 

Carl  Spaatz.  U.  S.   Army  Air  Force  leader  in  the  North   African   theater 

During  World  War  1,  Ted  was  one  of  the  five  leading  American 

air  aces Long   before   he   sported   "eagles"   in   the   current   conflict, 

they  were  commonplace  on  his  golf  score  cards Among  his  many 

trophies  of  the  links  are  those  garnered  at  the  institutional  FILM  DAILY 

Golf    Tournaments,    which    "shooting"    is    temporarily    suspended 

Ted's  shots,  therefore,  are  being  directed  to  the  infinitely  more  vital  end 
of  bringing  down   Messerschmidts 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     MITCHELL    WOLFSON,  head  of  Wometco  Theaters,  has 

been  'lected  Mayor  of  Miami  Beach He  has  served  as  Councilman 

In)  a  number  ol  years,  anil,  al  the  recent  hallolting,  as  candidate  fo\ 
re-election,  [tolled  highest   number  of  votes  among  all  candidates.  .  .  . 

•  Capt.  Clark  Cable  is  malting  training  pix  in  England  for  U.  S.  Air 
Forces  and  max  return  lo  our  shores  soon  to  show  'em  to  men  under- 
going air  training.  ...  •  John  Garvey  ol  local  Movietone  News  stajj 
here,  has  been  transfered  lo  Washington,— a  promotion  for  the  young 
man,  who  is  the  baby  ol  the  stall.  ...  %  Al  Fowler  has  been  appointed 
exploitation  rep.  to  aid  Ralph  Stilt.  'Northeastern  exploitation  agent  for 
ZOth-Fox,  -with  headquarters  in  Boston.  ...  •  A  doff  of  the  chapeau 
to  Hob  Gillham  of  Paramount  for  the  clever  approach  manifested  in 
the  "For  Whom  the  Hell  Tolls"  copy  which  broke  in  the  New  York 
dailies  yesterday ▼  T  T 

•  •      •      EXHIBS.  are  not  only  getting  back  of  "Prelude  to  War,"  but 

are  doing  so  quickly The  250  prints  of  the  pic  are  in  steady  demand. 

checkup  shows Opus  is  ideal  for  stands  any  time,  but  particularly 

for  Flag  Day  (June   14)  and  Independence  Day  duly  4,  of  course)  .... 

•  "Dribbles,"  Lew  Lehr's  humorous  colyum  in  20th-Fox's  New  Dynamo, 
is  building  up  a  big  following  in  the  exhibition  field  'mong  theater  gents 
who  enjoy  good  laffs.  ...  •  lack  Flynn,  M-G-M  western  manager,  and 
Sam  Shirley,  Chi.  district  manager,  have  returned  to  the  Windy  City  from 

a  Canadian  fishing  trip Film  Row  there  is  hearing  all  about  the  big 

ones  that  didn't  or  did  get  away.  ...  •  Warner  exchange  out  there 
will  have  a  press  luncheon  in  the  Blackstone  Hotel  today  anent  "Mission 
to  Moscow,"  and  Walter  Duranty  is  honor  guest.  ...  •  limmy  Cagney 
is  announced  as  principal  speaker  at  the  Newspaper  Circulation  Man- 
agers'   Convention    in    Cleveland's    Hotel   Statler,    June    23 He    will 

make  no  personal  theater  appearances,  but  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  broadcast  his  speech.  ...  •  And  anent  Cleveland,  Herb  Hor- 
stemeier  has  added  duties  of  office  manager  to  those  of  head  booker  at 
the  Universal  exchange.  ...  •  Looks  like  Bob  Alda  is  "in"  for  role  in 
WB's  biog  of  George  Gershwin,  "Rhapsody  in  Blue".  ...  •  Motion  Pic- 
ture Salesmen's  Club  gives  Harry  Olshan.  new  Columbia  salesman  at  New 
Haven  and  formerly  of  the  Boston  office,  a  testimonial  luncheon  in  the 
Hotel  Statler  next  Saturday.  ...  •  Thomas  I.  Hargrove,  Eastman  Kodak 
prexy,  has  been  re-elected  prexy  of  the  Citizens'  Committee  of  Rochester's 
USO  Center.  ...  •  The  H.  H.  Baldenspergers. — hubby  and  wife — ,  who 
have  operated  the  Utopian  Theater  in  Sheffield,  Pa.,  for  many  years, 
celebrated  their  25th  wedding  anniversary  on  Saturday 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •      AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


PAUL  WORTH,  general  manager  of  Dave  Fleisch- 
er's   cartoon    organization. 

JOSETH    E.   SHACRIN,   manager,   Strand,   Youngs- 
town,    0. 

JACK     KLISH,     assistant,     Majestic,     Providence, 
R.    I. 

RAYMOND  VAN   DALE,  student  assistant,  Loew's 
State,    Providence,   R.    I. 

HAROLD     MORTON,     assistant,      Loew's     State, 
Providence,    R.    I. 

HUBERT     N.     SCOTT,     manager,     Loew's     Broad, 
Columbus,  0. 

CHARLES  M.  HURLEY,  manager,  (Phillips,  Spring- 
tield,    Mass. 

JOSEPH    POLIKOWSKI,    acting   manager,    Queen, 
Wilmington,   Del. 

EDDIE   MILLER,   salesman,   UA,   Seattle. 

DON    ABELS,    student   assistant,    Loew-'Poli,    New 
Haven. 

JUSTIN  SPIEGEL,  short  subject  booker,  Universal, 
Buffalo. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 

LOUIS  VAN   BAALEN,   Paramount  booker,   Cleve- 
land,  0. 
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G.  I.  Movies"  Ready 
For  Military  Posts 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

paid  admission  programs  offered 
through  and  with  U.  S.  Army  the- 
aters. 

The  new  distribution  system  of- 
fers balanced  programs  composed  of 
16  mm.  reductions  of  the  industry's 
best  shorts  packaged  with  War  De- 
partment information  films  in  45- 
minute  units.  Each  package  closes 
with  a  musical  or  song  short.  Sub- 
jects are  selected  on  the  basis  of 
soldier  reaction  obtained  through  a 
"preview  circuit"  in  the  Second  Ser- 
vice Command  and  scattered  points 
in  other  areas. 

Initial  release  features  Issue  No. 
1  of  the  current  information  series, 
produced  for  the  armed  forces  by 
Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capra's  special  crews 
in  Hollywood  and  Astoria.  G.  I. 
Movies  are  for  the  personnel  of  the 
armed  forces  only,  admission  free 
and  designed  for  small  informal 
groups  in  recreation  rooms  or  out- 
doors. Overseas  shipments  will  be 
included  in  the  regular  service  pro- 
vided by  the  WAC.  Hundreds  of 
booking  requests  already  are  said  to 
be  pouring  into  the  Special  Service 
offices   in  Rockefeller   Center. 


Mother  of  Mrs.  Max  Cohen  Dies 

Funeral  rites  for  Mrs.  Lena  Le 
Boss,  mother-in-law  of  Max  A.  Co- 
hen, who  died  yesterday  following 
a  long  illness,  will  be  held  Thurs- 
day noon  in  Riverside  Memorial 
Chapel.  Other  survivors,  in  addition 
to  Mrs.  Cohen,  include  a  son,  Mur- 
ray LeBoss,  supervisor  of  Cinema 
Circuit's    Manhattan    houses. 


STORKS 


Chicago — Ray  Kenny,  Cosmo  the- 
ater manager,  announces  birth  of  a 
son   at   Little    Mary   Hospital. 
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Book  'Prelude  to  War  free! 


JACK    L.  WARNER,  Executive  Producer 
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To  Seek  Deferment 
For  Film  Carriers 

(Continued    from    Page    1) 

and  favorable  action  by  the  latter 
is  held  probable. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  private 
contract  carriers,  should  their  per- 
sonnel not  be  frozen  in  their  jobs, 
would  be  faced  with  a  chaotic  condi- 
tion which  well  might  handicap  in  a 
serious  degree  the  delivery  of  mo- 
tion pictures  to  the  thousands  of 
outlets  throughout  the  nation.  If 
film  is  essential,  as  declared,  so  also 
is  the  delivery  manpower,  it  is 
argued. 

Also  on  today's  roster  of  NFC 
business  is  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year's  span,  and  the 
appearance  before  the  conclave  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  repre- 
senting motion  picture  distributor  in- 
terests. Makeup  of  this  committee 
consists  of  Arthur  S.  Dickinson,  of 
MPPDA,  director  of  conservation  and 
contact  with  technical  branches  of 
the  industry;  C.  C.  Ryan,  of  Warner 
Bros.;  J.  S.  McLeod,  M-G-M;  and 
William  Fass,  Paramount. 

At  both  the  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions  yesterday,  the  conclave  was 
instructionally  addressed  by  Everett 
Harding,  of  the  Philadelphia  terri- 
tory's Office  of  Defense  Transporta- 
tion, a  veteran  of  the  carrier  field 
prior  to  installation  in  that  post.  He 
explained  the  general  application  of 
ODT's  new  order,  application  of 
which  is  closely  linked  to  the  con- 
servation of  gasoline  in  the  Eastern 
States  as  far  as  use  by  private  car- 
riers of  film  is  concerned.  The  or- 
iginal order  stemmed  from  WPB  via 
ODT,  and  decreed  a  40  per  cent  slash 
in  motor  fuel.  The  private  carriers 
are  now  required  to  eliminate  Sun- 
day deliveries,  leaving  them  six  days 
for  such  deliveries,  and  only  five  de- 
liveries to  any  one  theater.  How- 
ever, adjustments  may  be  made  by 
the  private  carrier  if  he  goes  before 
his  local  ODT  office.  The  gas  curtail- 
ment appears,  therefore,  not  to  be  as 
onerous  as  it  might  appear  on  the 
surface,  for  the  cut  will  probably 
average  in  the  instance  of  all  such 
carriers  some  10  per  cent,  it  is  point- 
ed out.  In  other  words,  each  carrier 
faces  an  "individual  situation." 

In  former  years,  the  final  day  of 
the  convention  scheduled  a  luncheon, 
but  this  event,  because  of  the  war 
and  the  consequent  desire  to  save 
time  and  expense,  has  been  canceled. 


Floyd  Henry  is  Prisoner 
Of  Japs;  Was  Para.  Mgr. 

Lt.  Floyd  C.  Henry,  USN,  for- 
merly manager  for  Paramount  in 
Manila,  is  now  a  pri'soner  of  war, 
the  Paramount  foreign  department 
has  been  advised  by  the  Nevy  De- 
partment. Lt.  Henry  previously  had 
been  reported  "missing,  presumed 
dead,"  after  a  naval  battle  in  the 
Western  Pacific  in  April  last  year. 
It  has  taken  14  months  for  infor- 
mation to  seep  through  official  Red 
Cross  channels  to  the  effect  that  Lt. 
Henry  is  now  a  prisoner  and  not  a 
fatality. 


HOLLyWCCt)  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

ELIZABETH  IVES,  stage  actress,  termer,  David 
0.    Selznick. 

RENE  CLAIR,  to  direct  "Tomorrow  Never 
Comes,"    UA-Pressburger. 

PETER    LAWFORD,   termer,    Metro. 

ALAN    REID,    stage    actor,    RKO,    for    "Revenge." 

JOE   BESSER,   radio  comic,  termer,  Columbia. 

WILLIAM  WE'LLMAN,  to  direct  "Buffalo  Bill," 
20th -Fox-Sherman. 

HENRY   KOSTER,   termer,  Metro. 

NANCY    GATES,    termer,    RKO. 

JOHN  HARVEY,  Broadway  leading  man,  term- 
er,   20th-Fox. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

DR.  ERNST  TOCH,  score  for  "First  Come  Cour- 
age,"   Columbia. 

WERNER  R.  HEYMANN,  score  for  "Appointment 
in     Berlin,"    Columbia. 

ANTHONY  COLLINS,  score  for  "Destroyer,"  Co- 
lumbia. 

CURTIS  BERNHARDT,  director,  "The  Conflict," 
Warners. 

LARK  ROBSON,  director,  "The  Ghost  Ship,"  RKO. 

SCOTT  R.  DUNLAP,  to  supervise  Mono's  "Lady, 
Let's    Dance"   and   "Ground  Crew." 

BOB  CRANDALL,  to  edit  "Danger — Women  at 
Work,"   PRC-Jack  Schwarz. 

DICK  DICKSON,  associate  producer,  "Buffalo 
Bill,"    20th-Fox-Sherman. 

JAMES   HOCAN,  director,   "Zorya,"   Universal. 

SAM  NEWFIELD,  director,  "Tiger  Fangs,"  PRC- 
Jack    Schwarz. 

SIC   NEUFELD,    producer,    "Jive   Junction,"   F'RC. 

WALLAC  FOX,  director,  "Outlaws  of  Stampede 
Pass.,    Monogram. 


CASTINGS 

MARJORIE  RAMBEAU  and  PAUL  KELLY, 
"In  Old  Oklahoma,"  Republic:  RICHARD 
DEER,  "Cry  Havoc,"  M-C-M;  DAVID  JAMES, 
"Frenchman's  Creek,"  Paramount;  LYNN  MER- 
RICK, GRACE  LENARD,  WILLIAM  HAADE, 
MAX  WILLENZ,  DWIGHT  FRYE,  HORACE 
MacMAHON  and  STANLEY  BROWN,  "Restless 
Lady,"    Columbia. 

PATRICIA  KNOX,  "Frontier  Law,"  PRC; 
ANN  SHERIDAN,  DENNIS  MORGAN,  JANE 
WYMAN,  IRENE  MANNING  and  JACK  CAR- 
SON, "Shine  on  Harvest  Moon,"  Warners; 
CINNY  SIMMS,  GLORIA  DE  HAVEN,  EDDIE 
(ROCHESTER)  ANDERSON  and  LENA  HORNE, 
"Along  Broadway,"  M-G-M;  DINAH  SHORE, 
"Show  Business,"  RKO;  MAUREEN  O'HARA 
and  JOEL  McCREA,  "Buffalo  Bill,"  Harry 
Sherman-20th-Fox;  MARY  McLEOD,  "America," 
M-G-M. 

JAMES  ELLISON,  "Flight  Surgeon,"  20th-Fox; 
PETER  LAWFORD,  ISOBE1  ELSOM,  "White  Cliffs 
of  Dover,"  Metro;  LUCILLE  BREMER,  dancer, 
"Ziegfeld  Follies,"  Metro;  RONALD  COLMAN, 
"Kismet,"  Metro;  CECIL  KELLAWAY,  "French- 
man's Creek,"  'Paramount;  IVAN  LEBEDEFF, 
"Around  the  World,"  RKO;  BETTY  RHODES, 
JOHNNIE  JOHNSTON  and  MARIE  McDONALD, 
"You  Can't  Ration  Love,"  Paramount;  BRIAN 
DONLEVY  and  BETTY  HUTTON,  "Incendiary 
Blonde,"  Paramount;  MAUREEN  O'HARA,  "'Buf- 
falo Bill,"  20fh-Fox-Sherman. 
• 

LOANED 

WALTER     ABEL,     by     Paramount,     to    Metro    for 
"America." 


REOPTIONED 

JOHN     TYERS,     singer,     M-C-M. 
CARLOS    RAMIREZ,    singer,    M-C-M. 


Devon,  Conn.,  Complaint 
Settled;  Case  Withdrawn 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

the  clearance  now  granted  to  the 
Capitol,  Milford  and  the  Colonial, 
Walnut  Beach,  over  the  Devon. 
Civitello  informed  the  tribunal  sec- 
retary, Oliver  F.  Bishop,  that  the 
matter  had  been  settled  satisfac- 
torily. This  was  the  seventh  case 
to  be  filed  here  and  the  first  in  more 
than  a  year. 


Testimony  is  Completed 
In  Delphos,  O.,  Case 

Cleveland — Evidence  in  the  arbi- 
tration hearing  of  the  Capitol  The- 
ater, Delphos,  case,  naming  Loew's 
Vitagraph,  RKO  and  Paramount  as 
defendants,  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  arbitrator,  Robert  Sanborn,  who 
will  rule  on  whether  the  complain- 
ant is  justified  in  asking  for  clear- 
ance adjustment  as  between  Delphos 
and  Warners'  Ohio  and  Sigma  The- 
aters, Lima.  E.  L.  and  Paul  Staub, 
owners  of  the  Capitol  Theater,  ask 
elimination  of  all  clearance  between 
Lima  and  Delphos,  or  the  same 
clearance  recently  granted  the  Van 
Wert  Theater,  Van  Wert,  by  con- 
sent award;  namely,  three  days  af- 
ter Lima,  or  21  days  after  territorial 
release  date,  regardless   of   Lima. 

Until  the  consent  award  was 
agreed  upon,  Van  Wert  and  Delphos 
played  pictures  day  and  date,  14 
days  after  Lima  or  21  days  after 
release  date.  By  virtue  of  the  Van 
Wert  settlement,  Delphos,  situated 
midway  between  Lima  and  Van 
Wert,  follows  both  Lima  and  Van 
Wert,  reducing  the  status  of  the 
house  from  first-  to  second-run,  in- 


Film  Classics  to  Release 
13  Hal  Roach  Features 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  features  are  now  available, 
but  the  others  will  be  turned  over 
to  Film  Classics  by  M-G-M  when 
the  rights  expire.  They  are  "Par- 
don Us,"  "Pack  Up  of  Your  Troubles" 
and  "Sons  of  the  Desert."  Film 
Classics,  which  previously  acquired 
the  rights  to  36  Gaumont-British 
productions,  is  now  negotiating  for 
the  distribution  rights  to  four  Da- 
vid 0.  Selznick  features,  as  well  as 
to  several  from  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
Edward  Small. 

Al  Dezell  in  Detroit  is  the  first 
to  obtain  a  Film  Classics  franchise, 
but  deals  are  on  with  other  inde- 
pendent exchanges.  In  New  York, 
the  company  will  operate  its  own 
exchange,  and  possibly  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

so-far  as  the  defendant  distributing 
companies  are  concerned. 

In  the  course  of  the  hearing, 
which  lasted  two  and  a  half  days, 
it  was  revealed  that  the  Quilna  The- 
ater of  Lima,  an  independently  op- 
erated first-run  house,  asked  no  pro- 
tection over  either  Delphos  or  Van 
Wert. 


Schines'  Norwalk  Case 
Will  be  Heard  July  13 

Cleveland — July  13  is  the  date  set 
for  hearing  of  the  arbitration  case, 
involving  clearance,  filed  by  Schines' 
theaters  in  Norwalk,  naming  the 
major  distributors  as  defendants 
and  Warners'  in  Sandusky  as  inter- 
vener. 


Urge  U.  S.  Action  on 
Decree  Limitations 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

first-run  house,  was  denied  first-rui 
product  by  Paramount  allegedly  be 
cause  it  was  a  member  of  a  bookin; 
organization  and  because  Affiliate 
Theaters  Corp.,  the  booking  agenc> 
was  unwilling  to  buy  Paramount  01 
a  percentage  basis  for  the  other  Af 
filiated  theaters.  In  an  arbitratio 
proceeding,  the  arbitrator  made  a 
award  in  favor  of  the  complainanl 
but  the  appeal  board  was  obliged  t 
reverse  the  decision  because  of  th 
provisions  of  the  decree. 

According  to  the  Allied  genera 
counsel,  "Paramount  has  served  no 
tice  on  independent  buying  group 
that  unless  they  accept  for  their  en 
tire  membership  whatever  terms  i 
sees  fit  to  demand,  the  member 
stand  to  lose  their  established  runs. 
Continuing,  Myers  said: 

"The  decision  demonstrates  tha 
by  reserving  to  the  distributors  un 
controlled  discretion  over  runs,  th 
consent  decree  not  only  has  left  th 
monopoly  intact  but  actually  foster 
and  protects  it.  The  decision  usher 
in  a  reign  of  terror  under  which  ex 
hibitors  not  only  will  be  intimidate 
against  joining  buying  combine; 
but  will  be  afraid  to  resist  distribu 
tors'  unreasonable  demands  in  bai 
gaining  singly,  lest  they  be  deprive 
of  their  runs  and  otherwise  penai 
ized  and  harrassed. 

"The  attitude  of  the  consentin 
defendants  in  this  and  numerou 
other  cases  demonstrates  that  thei 
will  to  monopoly  has  not  been  curbec 
that  they  do  not  respect  the  ant 
trust  laws  and  will  not  obey  their 
unless  compelled  to  do  so.  Through 
out  the  test  period  under  the  cor 
sent  decree  evidence  of  this  defiar 
attitude  has  been  piling  up.  Thi 
latest  example  constitutes  an  al 
front  to  the  Attorney  General  whic 
he  cannot  ignore  if  respect  for  la 
is    to    be   maintained," 


Canada's  WLB  Transfers 
900  Men  to  Essential  Jobs 
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probably    until    the    labor    situatio 
may  become   acute. 

With  respect  to  film  exchanges 
is  understood  drafting  eligible  male 
under  40  years  will  be  gradual  1 
prevent  personnel  chaos.  The  atr 
tude  of  the  board  is  said  to  l 
lenient  with  regard  to  film  industi 
which  has  an  important  role  in  wa 
time.  Objection  was  received  to  tl 
proposed  transfer  of  a  theater  mai 
ager  to  manual  work  in  a  box  fa< 
tory  and  the  draft  of  an  exchang 
employe  to  a  stereotype  firm,  the  a 
gument  being  these  are  not  war  h 
dustries,  but  otherwise  it  is  unde 
stood  no  manpower  issue  has  di 
veloped. 


jesday,  June  8,  1943 


DAILY 


jsic  Hall  Setting 
west  Pix  Record 
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;h  an  excellent  chance  of  a  sixth. 
Manager  Gus  S.  Eyssell  can  cur- 
atly  paraphrase  the  film's  title  with 
1943  slogan,  "The  Fewer  the  Bet- 
,"  or  its  reverse, — "The  Better 
:  Fewer."  Since  Jan.  1,  only  four 
to 3  have  preceded  the  potent  Co- 
nbia  comedy.  These  are:  "Ran- 
n  Harvest"  (M-G-M);  "They  Got 
•  Covered"  (RKO  -  Goldwyn); 
eeper  of  the  Flame"  (M-G-M); 
|  "Flight  for  Freedom"  (RKO). 
Only  seven  other  features  in  the 
Bt  decade  have  equalled  the  ten- 
3  of  "The  More  the  Merrier."  Five 
eks  were  garnered  by  "Snow 
lite"  and  "Reap  the  Wild  Wind," 
Jle  six  or  better  went  to  "Mrs. 
niver,"  "Random  Harvest,"  "Re- 
:ca,"  "Philadelphia  Story"  and 
"oman  of  the  Year," 
Barometer  of  the  virtually  prog- 
isive  quality  of  top  screen  at- 
ictions,  and  their  ability  to  run  in 
■ong  extended  fashion  at  Radio 
:y  Music  Hall,  is  furnished  by  the 
lowing  record  in  June  of  prev- 
is  years.  At  this  same  time  in 
34,  the  Music  Hall  played  21  fea- 
res;  in  1935,  19;  1936,  15;  1937, 
;  1938,  12;  1939,  14;  1940,  12; 
41,  11;  and  last  year,  8. 


.  Jl  of  Particulars  for 
scap  in  Calif.  Suit 
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:  mages,  yesterday  granted  a  motion 
I  /(attorneys  for  Ascap  that  the  plain- 
's file  a  bill  of  particulars. 
He  also  granted  a  motion  of  plain- 
f  asking  time  to  file  an  amended 
mplaint  and  set  July  21  as  the 
I  te  for  the  next  hearing. 
The  amount  sought  by  the  com- 
dnants  reaches  almost  $1,000,000. 

oplan.  Former  Detroit 
■chib..  Dies  in  Florida 

Miami  Beach,  Fla. — Max  Coplan, 
,  retired  theater  operator  from  De- 
nt, Mich.,  died  at  the  week-end 
a  local  hospital.  He  came  to 
ami  Beach  five  years  ago.  Sur- 
ging are  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Gus, 
th  of  Miami  Beach.  Burial  in  Mt. 
:':    'bo  cemetery. 

:i  il  Johnstone  Dead 

Chicago — Hal  Johnstone,  operator 
,  Warners'  Jeffrey  theater,  for  the 
st  10  years,  died  after  a  short  ill- 

s. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Lieutenant  Smith" 

("This    is    America"    Series) 

RKO-Pathe  20  mins. 

It's  a   "Must" 

The  showman  instinctively  will 
make  this  a  "must"  for  his  screen. 

And  with  reason.  Today,  with  the 
fast-expanding  Army  of  the  United 
States  dependent  largely  upon  the 
Officers  Candidate  Schools  for  ju- 
nior commissioned  personnel,  there 
is  the  keenest  possible  interest  in 
the  schools'  modus  operandi.  The 
folks  back  home  share  this  interest 
with  the  enlisted  aspirants  to 
shoulder  bars.  "Lieutenant  Smith" 
in  its  running  time  of  20  minutes 
tells  the  story  effectively  and  en- 
tertainingly. And,  injecting  what 
may  be  an  editorial  word,  this  eighth 
of  RKO  Pathe's  "This  is  America" 
series  does  more — it  also  establishes 
that  the  Army,  through  the  OCS,  is 


assuring  a  quality  of  junior  leader- 
ship infinitely  superior  to  that  made 
available   in   World   War   I. 

A  sequel  to  "Private  Smith,"  the 
newcomer  shows  how  Smith's  quick- 
thinking  and  initiative  when  an 
overturned  truck  pins  down  its  dri- 
ver leads  to  his  chance  to  attend  the 
infantry  OCS  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 
Intelligent  scripting,  fine  casting, 
adept  direction  and  corking  camera 
work  make  Smith's  progress  through 
Benning's  stiff  courses  corking  en- 
tertainment. Bill  Terry,  by  the  way, 
plays  Smith. 

Ardis  Smith,  who  used  to  be  a 
critic  himself  in  Buffalo,  did  the 
script;  narration  is  by  Dwight 
Weist,  musical  accompaniment  by 
Herman  Fuchs  and  camera  work  by 
Hari-y  Smith.  Slavko  Vorkapich 
gets  the  nod  for  direction,  Jay  Bona- 
field  supervised  and  Frederick  Ull- 
man,  Jr.,  produced. 


Name  Vice-Chairman 
For  the  GNYF  Campaign 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 
tion    picture    division    already    had 
been   contributed    by    the    producers 
and    distributors. 

Vice-chairmen  appointed  yester- 
day were  Arthur  Israel,  home  of- 
fices; Adolph  Schime'l,  associations; 
Jack  Alicoate  and  Martin  Quigley, 
publishers;  B.  S.  Moss,  exhibitors; 
Budd  Rogers,  independent  produc- 
ers, distributors  and  importers;  Ned 
Depinet,  distributors  and  exchanges, 
and  Ralph  I.  Poucher,  laboratories. 
Martin  Lewis  is  in  charge  of  orga- 
nization, with  William  A.  Orr  and 
Irwin  Margulies  of  the  staff.  Ar- 
thur Ballentine  was  the  guest 
speaker. 


Technicolor's  English  Co. 
In  Maximum  Operation 


•  Display  of  the  first  Victory  Flag  in  all  WB 
-hanges  has  been  authorized  by  the  U.  S. 

:  aritime  Commission  and  the  War  Shipping 
'ministration,  which  recently  conferred  the 
nor  on  Warner  Bros,  and  "Action  in  the 
Vth  Atlantic." 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Kay  Harrison,  man- 
aging director  of  Technicolor,  Ltd., 
in  Hollywood  for  conferences  with 
Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus,  reported 
that  the  English  company  is  in 
maximum  operation  on  a  24-hour 
basis.  Personnel,  of  course,  is  the 
great  war  problem  of  English  pic- 
tures, he  said.  More  than  half  the 
employes  of  Technicolor,  Ltd.,  are 
women. 

Strongly  developing  European  in- 
terest in  Technicolor  pictures  was 
reported  by  Harrison.  The  conti- 
nent, naturally,  has  had  small  chance 
to  view  such  pictures  recently.  Spain 
is  just  beginning  to  see  Technicolor 
productions  made  several  years  ago. 
War  atmosphere  pictures  dominate 
English  production,  Harrison  stated. 


Use  BUlboards  for  "Tolls" 

Paramount's  big  advertising  cam- 
paign for  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls" 
will  be  augmented  by  more  than 
50,000  square  feet  of  billboard  space 
in    the    Metropolitan    area. 


Continuation  Committee 
Forms  Preliminary  Setup 
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setup  looking  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  conference 
board  to  mobilize  and  co-ordinate 
the  united  war  activities  of  the  en- 
tertainment industry  in  the  United 
States. 
A    temporary    sub-committee    was 

set  up  to  work  out  a  statement  to 
be  submitted  to  the  organizations 
involved  in  regard  to  their  partici- 
pation in  the  conference  board.  Mem- 
bers of  this  committee  are  George 
J.  Schaefer,  chairman;  Paul  Turner, 
counsel  of  the  AAAA;  Walt  Dennis, 
chief  of  the  news  bureau  of  the 
NAB;  James  F.  Reilly,  executive 
secretary  of  the  League  of  New 
York  Theaters;  Solly  Pernick,  busi- 
ness agent  of  Local  No.  1,  IATSE; 
Kenneth  Bloomgarden,  of  the  Amer- 
ican Theater  Wing;  William  A. 
Fricke,  assistant  secretary  of  the 
American  Ass'n  of  Advertising  Agen- 
cies; and  Miss  Anita  Grannis,  edi- 
tor of  Stand  By,  the  publication  of 
the  New  York  Local  of  AFRA,  sec- 
retary. 

Among  the  plans  which  will  be 
considered  in  the  report  are  ways 
and  means  of  getting  a  greater  en- 
listment of  talent  for  war  entertain- 
ment for  the  armed  forces  and  for 
civilians,  and  means  of  co-ordinating 
the  activities  of  the  East  and  West 
Coasts.  This  sub-committee  will 
report  back  Thursday  night  at  8:30. 


Cut  Children's  Prices 
One  Cent  in  Charlotte 


Charlotte,  N.  C— With  the  new 
tax  law  now  effective,  Charlotte  the- 
aters reversed  te  price-rising 
trend — for  children  at  least — by  low- 
ering admission  for  children  under 
12  to  nine  cents  instead  of  10.  No 
other  changes  in  prices  have  been 
made. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

SERCT.  JOSEPH  H.  APPLETON,  USAAF,  former 
newsreel  cameraman,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Pur- 
ple  Heart  in   North  Africa. 

LT.  RICHARD  H.  BATES,  USN,  formerly  of  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.,  Rochester, 
to    lieutenant-commander. 

WALDRON  "SLATS"  JOHNSON,  formerly  cos- 
turner  at  Universal  studio,  to  radio  techni- 
cian   first   class. 

WILLIAM  L.  EDWARDS,  formerly  business  agent, 
Local  705,  motion  picture  costumers,  to 
A.M.M.   first  class,   USN. 

PFC  ALAN   LADD   to  corporal,  Army  Air  Forces. 

CORP.  WILLIAM  HOFFMAN,  USMC,  formerly 
assistant,   Hamilton,   Chicago,   to  sergeant. 

CORP.  CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON,  USA,  former 
Highland  service  staff,  Chicago,  to  sergeant. 

CORP.  CEORCE  SHELLEY,  formerly  FILM  DAILY 
Hanisburg  staff  correspondent,  to  techni- 
cian, fourth  grade  (sergeant)  at  Camp 
Davis,  N.  C. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

JOHN  J.  HARTE,  USA,  formerly,  Riviera  Thea- 
ter,  Scranton,    Pa.,   to  sergeant. 

JOHN  P.  McHUCH,  USA,  formerly  Comerford 
Circuit,    Scranton,    Pa.,    to    warrant    officer. 

*  IN  OFFICERS~SCHOOL  * 

STAFF  SCT.  JAMES  BOLAND,  USA,  formerly, 
Capitol    Theater,    Scranton,    Pa. 

SCT.  JOHN  MORRIS,  USA,  formerly,  Olyphant 
Theater,     Scranton,    !Pa. 

CORP.  GIL  FRADENECK,  USA,  formerly,  man- 
ager,   Rialto    Theater,    York,    iPa. 

*  N AV Y  * 

LEONARD  S.  SCHLESINCER,  Warner  Bros. 
Theaters    home   office. 

CHARLES  GORDON  MURRAY,  formerly  appren- 
tice costumer,  Warners  studio. 


Maynard  Named  Drama 
Editor  of  Times-Herald 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — John  Maynard  has 
succeeded  Katherine  Smith  as  drama 
editor  of  the  Washington  Times-Her- 
ald, taking  over  yesterday  as  Miss 
Smith  left  for  Texas  to  become  the 
bride  of  Lt.  Don  Craig.  Before  en- 
tering the  Army,  Lt.  Craig  was  film 
critic  for  the  Washington  Daily 
News.  Miss  Smith  took  over  the 
Times-Herald  spot  when  Bernie  Har- 
rison left  for  the  Army,  nearly  a 
year  ago;  she  was  previously  wo- 
men's page  editor. 

Maynard  has  been  a  feature  writer 
for  the  paper  for  about  a  year. 


Funeral  Rites  Today  for 
Mother  of  Herman  Starr 


Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day for  Mrs.  Rose  Starr,  mother  of 
Herman  Starr,  vice-president  of 
Warner  Bros,  and'  president  of  Mu- 
sic Publishers  Holding  Corp.  Mrs. 
Starr  died  early  yesterday  morning. 
Services  will  be  held  at  the  Midwood 
Memorial  Chapel  in  Brooklyn. 


Single  New  Pix  Starts 
On  Coast;  46  Shooting 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Production  pace  slack- 
ens noticably  this  week,  with  a  sin- 
gle new1  starter,  Monogram's  "I 
Was  a  Criminal,"  being  produced  by 
the  King  Bros.  Shooting  continues 
on  45  other  pix,  with  Metro  the 
most  active  with  10  before  cameras. 
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BOOK  "PRELUDE  TO  WAR". .55  MINUTES  Of  DYNAMITE... RENTAL  FREE!] 


itimate  in  Character 
iternational  in  Scope 
idependent    in    Thought 
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10  SEPARATE  D  OF  I  ACTION  IN  MINNESOTA 

\sU  Film  Carriers  to  Prepare  "Manning  Tables" 


^ferment  Requests  Will 
i  Based  on  Importance 
f  the  Individual  Worker 


Members  of  the  National  Film 
triers  will  be  asked  to  prepare 
aiming  tables"  for  the  purpose  of 
uiainting  draft  boards  with  their 
ilacement  situation  when  em- 
■yes  are  called  up  for  military 
-vice. 

Deferments  of  men  will  be  based 
on  their  importance  and  essen- 
lity  to  the  job  of  delivering  pic- 

(Continued  on    Page   7) 


Hied  Conducting 
Caravan  Schools 


Allied  is  conducting  "caravan 
lools"  where  units  that  have  not 
en  active  in  the  so-called  caravan 
oduct  surveys  may  send  represen- 
tees for  instruction. 
ITO  of  Ohio  this  week  is  sending 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

unuck  on  Army  Inactive 
ist;  Returns  to  Coast 


^hington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Washington — The  Army  will  an- 
unce  today  that  Lt.  Col.  Darryl  F. 
muck  is  free  to  return  to  Holly- 
>od    to    resume   his    normal    func- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Warner  Short  Will 
Combat  Delinquency 

Chicago— Warners  is  going  to  do 
something,' —  both  definite  and 
soon — ,  to  stem  the  alarming  progress 
of  juvenile  delinquency  and  theater 
vandalism.  The  "something,"  accord- 
ing to  Jack  Kirsch,  national  Allied  s 
Juvenile  Delinquency  Committee 
chairman,  is  a  two-reel  black  and 
white  tab  subject,  titled  "Penrod's 
Junior  Army,"  based  upon  a  story  by 
Booth  Tarkington. 

Kirsch  asserts  that  Ben  Kalmenson, 
Warners'  general  sales  manager,  told 
him  of  the  step,  and  that  the  film 
will  go  into  production  in  the  near 
future.* 


HAILS  PIX  "GOOD  NEIGHBOR"  ROLE 

Theater  Business  in  South  America  is  Prosperous,  Says 
Reisman,  Back  frotn  Eight-Week  Tour 


Motion  pictures  are  playing  one  of 
the  most  important  roles  in  cement- 
ing friendly  relations  between  the 
United  States 
and  the  South 
American 
countries,  Phil 
Reisman,  vice- 
president  in 
charge  of 
RKO's  foreign 
d  e  p  a  rtment, 
said  yesterday 
following  h  i  s 
return  from  an 
eight  -  week 
tour  of  the 
East  Coast 
countries. 
Through  the 
office  of  the 
c  o  -  o  r  dinator 
of  Inter-American  Affairs,  the  peo- 


REISMAN 


pies  of  the  South  American  coun- 
tries are  getting  a  clearer  concep- 
tion of  the  United  States  through 
motion  pictures  and,  in  time,  we  in 
this  country  will  be  receiving  simi- 
lar reels  designed  to  give  us  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  nations  to 
the  South,  Reisman  said. 

Currently,  Reisman  said,  a  unit 
headed  by  Com.  John  Ford,  Greg 
Toland  and  Sam  Engel  is  photo- 
graphing Brazil's  contribution  to 
the  war  effoi-t  and  has  gone  into  the 
jungles  to  shoot  scenes  of  the  coun- 
try's re-born  rubber  industry.  Port- 
able projection  units  are  taking  pic- 
tures into  the  jungles  to  show  to 
people  who  never  before  have  seen 
a  motion  picture,  he  added. 

The  picture  business  in  the  coun- 
tries he  visited  is  prosperous.  He 
estimated  that  theater  business  was 

(.Continued  on  Page   6) 


Red  Cross  Drive  May 
Turn  In  $4,000,000 


Industry's  drive  for  the  Red  Cross 
may  yield  $4,000,000,  it  was  pre- 
dicted yesterday  as  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  chairman  of  Red  Cross  week  in 
the  nation's  theaters  reported  $3,- 
600,000  already  in,  with  some  900 
theaters,    several    corporations    and 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


N.Y/s  $340,800  Tops 
Dimes  March  Figures 


March  of  Dimes  campaign  via  the- 
ater collections  saw  states  report- 
ing from  $2,185  (Vermont)  to  $340,- 
800  (New  York),  according  to  tabu- 
lations— still  incomplete  in  some 
states — made  public  yesterday  by 
Harry    Brandt,    co-chairman    of   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Soviets  Dicker  tor  IT.  S.  Pix 

To  Show  Russians  Our  Fight  Against  Facism 


Rites  for  Ken  Goldsmith 
Will  Be  Held  Friday 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Ken  Goldsmith,  44,  who  died  Mon- 
day of  a  heart  attack,  will  be  held 
Friday  afternoon  in  Chapel  of  Hol- 
lywood Cemetery.     The  body  will  be 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


The  Soviet  Government  is  nego- 
tiating with  American  film  compa- 
nies for  anti-fascist  and  other  types 
of  pictures  for  showing  in  Russia, 
L.  A.  Antonov,  Soviet  representa- 
tive, said  yesterday  at  the  preview 
of  "The  Russian  Story"  at  the  Soviet 
consulate.  Antonov  said  that  Rus- 
sian films  had  shown  the  Allies  how 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Protests  of  N.  W.  Exhibs. 
Against  Consent  Decree 
Fail  to  Impress  D  of  J 


By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  iDAILY 

Washington  —  Robert  L. 
Wright,  one-man  consent  de- 
cree unit  of  the  Department  of 

Justice's  anti-trust  division,  yester- 
day made  it  plain  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  any  separate  action 
being  brought  by  the  Department  in 
Minnesota  as  the  result  of  protests 
by  Northwest  exhibitors.  Wright 
implied  that  no  other  suits  need  be 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Six  Chi.  Mobsters 
Go  io  Trial  Sept.  7 

U.  S.  Attorney  Mathias  F.  Correa, 
yesterday  charged  that  Government 
witnesses  have  been  threatened  and 
in  fear  and  that  one  has  disappeared 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Paramount  May  Sell  Up 
To  $15,000,000  in  Bonds 


Plans  are  in  work  whereby  Para- 
mount will  sell  up  to  $15,000,000  of 
new   bonds   directly   to   financial  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Plastic  Emblems  Set 
For  Dime-a-Year  Men 

When  the  recent  March  of  Dimes 
drive  was  held  to  aid  infantile  par- 
alysis, exhibs.  were  told  that  after 
the  campaign  they'll  get  some  sort 
of  emblem  officially  commending 
their  work.  National  Chairman  Nich- 
olas M.  Schenck  didn't  fully  appre- 
ciate then  what  a  real  problem  he'd 
cut  out  for  himself  and  his  commit- 
tee. No  metal.  But  finally  a  com- 
pleted die  and  model  has  been  hit 
upon,  and  "good  luck-good  health" 
tokens  will  soon  be  en  route  to  the 
exhibs.  for  having  piled  up  the  $2,- 
100,000  M  of  D  record.  They're  of 
non-priority  plastic.  Every  recipient- 
will  become  a  "Dime-a-Year  Man." 
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Now  Bingo  Summonses 
Come  in  Five-Blocks 


Having  been  served  with  five 
summonses  on  June  2,  in  addition  to 
five  others  served  a  few  days  prior 
to  that  date,  all  for  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  Administrative  Code  in 
connection  with  the  operation  of  the 
Clifton  Theater,  1034  Second  Ave., 
Frank  J.  Siclari,  manager  of  that 
house,  will  appear  in  Yorkville 
Court  today  for  a  hearing  on  the 
charges. 

Siclari's  first  "block-of-five"  sum- 
monses descended  upon  him,  he  as- 
serts, after  Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuar- 
dia  passed  the  theater  and  apparent- 
ly saw  displayed  several  signs  ad- 
vertising Bingo.  The  remaining 
summonses  were  served  via  Ser- 
geant Timothy  Sullivan  of  the  East 
51st  St.  Station.  The  police,  accord- 
ing to  Siclari,  visited  the  Clifton 
within  a  few  hours  of  the  Mayor's 
observant  glances  at  the  "giveaway" 
banners.  J 
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Theater  Drops  Parking  Lot 

Chicago  —  Indiana-Illinois  circuit 
has  given  up  its  parking  lot  for  the 
Montclare  theater  without  loss  of 
business. 


PROTECTING  THE  THEATRE 
OUR  "FIRST  LINE  OF  MORALE' 


miMH,iu.»m.i.i 
250  West  57th  Street  ■  New  York  City 


Mono.  Acquires  Omaha 
Exchange  from  S.  Francis 


Chicago — Monogram  has  acquired 
its  own  exchange  in  Omaha,  having 
taken  over  Sol  Francis'  franchise, 
it  was  announced  here  by  Steve 
Broidy,  general  sales  manager. 
Francis  will  remain  in  Omaha  as 
manager. 

Broidy  also  announced  that  Ben 
Abrams  had  been  named  Boston 
branch  manager  and  that  Francis 
Derwin  had  been  added  to  the  sales 
staff. 

Harry  Thomas,  Eastern  division 
manager,  will  cover  the  Central  ter- 
ritory in  addition  to  his  regular 
area,   it   was   announced. 


Bus  Service  Cut  Fails  to 
Hurt  Springfield  Grosses 


Springfield,  Mass. — Curtailment  of 
bus  service  in  the  city  under  the 
ODT  regulation  ordering  mileage  op- 
eration cut  20  per  cent  has  not 
proven  to  be  the  bugaboo  theater 
managers    had    expected. 

Downtown  houses  with  strong  bills 
played  to  good  business  all  week, 
managers  pointed  out.  The  real  test, 
they  said,  will  come  when  only  "av- 
erage"   pix    are    slated. 

Neighborhood  houses  are  jammed, 
but  there  was  no  yardstick  avail- 
able to  show  how  much  of  this  was 
normal  "downtown"  business. 


'Powdertown'  with  'Bambi' 
Not-so-Good,  Say  Mothers 


20th'Fox  Releasing 
"I nvasion"  at  Once 

Because  of  the  possibilities  of  an 
immediate  invasion  of  Europe  by 
Allied  forces,  20th  Century-Fox  has 
decided  immediately  to  pre-release 
"Invasion,"  latest  of  the  March  of 
Time  subjects.  The  release  date 
had  been  set  for  June  18.  Tom  Con- 
nors announced  yesterday  that 
screenings  would  be  held  through- 
out the  country  for  exhibitors. 


To  Name  Fighting  Craft 
For  Ensign  Daniel  Seid 

George  Seid,  head  of  Columbia 
Pictures  Laboratory  on  the  Coast 
arrived  in  New  York  yesterday,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, en  route  to  Boston  where  they 
will  attend  the  launching  Friday  of 
a  fighting  ship  named  after  their 
son,  Ensign  Daniel  Seid,  USN.,  who 
was  lost  in  his  plane  during  the 
first  attack  by  the  U.  S.  on  the  Mar- 
shall  Islands   in   February,   1942. 

The  Seids  have  two  other  boys  in 
Service,  Earl,  a  corporal  in  the  Sig- 
nal Corps,  and  Arthur,  a  sergeant, 
also  in  the  Signal  Corps. 

No  Permits  Now  Needed 
For  Soundies  in  Pa.  Bars 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — House  Bill  541 
recently  signed  by  Gov.  E.  Martin 
permits  the  operation  of  Soundies 
in  licensed  taprooms  without  re- 
quiring a  permit.  The  New  Law 
prohibits  the  operation  of  these  coin 
operated  movie  machines.  .  .  "other 
than  such  as  are  exhibited  through 
machines  operated  by  patrons  by 
the  deposit  of  coins  which  projects 
pictures  on  a  screen  not  exceeding 
in  size  24  by  30  inches  and  which 
forms  part  of  the  machine." 


Cullen  Books  Army's 
Pix  In  North  Africa 


Springfield,  Mass.  —  Spotting  of 
"Powdertown"  on  the  same  bill  with 
"Bambi"  at  the  Capitol  here  has 
brought  repercussions  from  the  ex- 
ecutive board  of  the  Springfield  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council,  stirred  into  ac- 
tion by  the  complaints  of  mothers 
that  "Powdertown"  was  hardly  the 
sort  of  pic  for  pre-school  age  young- 
sters. Theater  made  a  drive  for  kid 
patronage  for  the  "Bambi"  engage- 
ment. 


Pittsburgh  —  Capt.  Mike  Cullen, 
former  Penn  and  Loew  division  man- 
ager, now  with  the  Army's  Special 
Services  Division  somewhere  in 
North  Africa,  has  taken  over  the 
booking  of  all  16  mm.  motion  pic- 
tures in  the  North  African  theater 
of  operations,  it  was  learned  here 
yesterday. 

Prints  have  recently  been  received 
of  "Yankee  Doodle  Dandy"  and 
"Mrs.  Miniver,"  and  the  demand  for 
them  is  extraordinarily  heavy  by 
units   of   the    armed  forces   there. 


COmmC  and  GOITiC 


LAWRENCE  TIBBETT,  will  give  a  volun 
concert  for  the  men  in  the  58th  College  Tr; 
ing  Detachment,  Amherst,  Mass.,  tomorr 
under  the  auspices  of  USO-Camp  Shows. 

BOB  MOCHRIE,  RKO  general  sales  mana 
and  WALTER  BRANSON,  Western  division  m 
ager,  are  on  a  Western  and  Southern  sales  t 
going  as  far  West  as  Denver. 

BOB  PORTLE,  College  manager,  New  Ht 
is  an  early  vacationer,  and  will  spend  two  v4 
in  Worcester. 

SID  KLEPER,  manager  of  the  Bijou,  t 
Haven   is  vacationing  this  week   in   New  Yort 

ARTHUR  W.  KELLY,  UA  vice-president 
charge  of  foreign  distribution,  is  now  en 
to  Hollywood.  He  will  be  gone  from  the  h( 
office  for  about   two  weeks. 

HARRY    L.    GOLD,    UA    Eastern    division    mi 
ager,   is  now   in   Pittsburgh   on  company  busin 
He   will   also   visit   Philadelphia    and    Cloversv] 
returning    to    the    home    office    on    Friday. 

ADOLPHE  MENJOU  arrived  in  England  yi 
terday. 

FRANK     V.     KENNEBECK,    Paramount's    m  I 
ager   in   Trinidad,   has   returned   to   Port-of-Sp 
after   a    business    trip    by   air   to    British    Cui 
and    Dutch   Guiana. 

ARTHUR    SACHSON,     Warner    Bros,    assist! 
general     sales     manager,     and     JULES     LAPID 
Eastern    division    sales    manager,    spent    yester 
in     Cincinnati    and    are    in     Indianapolis    toe 
They    will    stop    off    in    Cleveland    tomorrow, 
turning  to  New  York  on  Monday. 

ROY    HAINES,    Warners'    Southern    and    We  I 
ern    division    sales    manager,    left    last   night 

Chicago 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  Warners'  playdate 
partment,   is  on  a  New   England  tour. 

CRACE  MOORE  and  CONRAD  THIBAULT  v 
be  at  Fort  Dix,  N.  J.,  tomorrow  night  to  ent 
tain  the  service  men  there  under  USO-Ca 
Shows  auspices. 

L.  W.  CONROW,  head  of  Altec  Service,  I 
returned   to   New  York  from  Chicago. 


Benson  to  Washington 
As  Para.  Sales  Manager 

Al  Benson,  formerly  Paramount's 
district  short  subjects  representa- 
tive under  District  Manager  Earle 
W.  Sweigert  in  Philadelphia,  has 
been  appointed  to  sales  manager  of 
the  Washington  exchange.  He  took 
over  his  new  duties  on  Monday. 

Benson  has  been  with  Paramount 
for  12  years  in  domestic  and  Can- 
adian   distribution. 


Gas  Shortage  Curtails 
Wilmington  Operation 


Wilmington,  Del. — Changes  in  a 
mission   fees    and  weekly  prograr. 
are  announced  by  two  theaters  hei 
The    Edgemoor    will    be    closed    f 
the  time  being,  on  Monday,  Tuesdr 
and    Thursday.       The    manageme 
announced  that  the  change  was  dr 
to    the    gasoline    shortage    and    w; 
of  a  temporary  nature.     Because 
is    a    suburban    theater,    the    Edg 
moor  has  curtailed  its  program  du  j 
ing  the  course  of  the  oil  shortage  b 
had  recently  resumed  on  a  full-tin 
schedule.     The  Ace  announced  th 
it  woull  hold  an  "early-bird"  mat; 
nee  on  Sundays  with  a  reduction 
prices  for  the  first  Sunday  show 
noon    and    also     on     Sundays    aft 
9:30  p.m.     The  move  was  made 
an    effort    to    spread    attendance 
Sundays. 


Broadway 
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easury  Advisory 
ole  For  Patterson 


&s  a  result  of  Bond-selling  groups' 
ionization  in  New  York  State, 
lowing  the  pattern  of  that  ef- 
fected in  New 
Jersey,  the 
names  of  the 
War  Savings 
Staff  and  the 
Victory  Fund 
C  o  m  m  ittee 
are  about  to 
be  dropped 
and  virtually 
the  entire 
v  o  1  u  n  t  ary 
sales  person- 
nel of  both 
groups  in  this 

R.    R.  C.   PATTERSON,   JR.   state    wil1    be 

under  the  di- 
:tion  of  the  War  Finance  Commit- 
;,  it  is  announced  by  Treasury 
•cretary  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  New  York  State 
FC.  One  of  the  ramifications  of 
3  merger  is  the   shift  of  Richard 

Patterson,  Jr.,  head  of  the  War 
vings  Staff  in  New  York  to  a 
st  calling  for  this  executive  to 
rve  the  Treasury  as  an  advisor 
ring  subsequent  Bond  drives. 
Upon  the  film  industry,  the  Treas- 
y  move  has  important  bearing,  for 
:  means  that  Patterson  will  be 
Die  active  in  motion  picture  affairs 
his  role  as  vice-chairman  of  RKO 
np.'s  board  of  directors,  a  niche 
lotted  to  him  last  week  at  a  meet- 
g  of  the  organization's  board,  fol- 
ding the  annual  stockholders'  con- 
ive  in  Dover,  Del. 
It  has  been  known  for  the  past 
veral  months  that  Patterson  de- 
;ed  more  time  to  devote  to  RKO 
7>rp.  matters,  but  this  has  riot  been 
■ssible  heretofore  because  of  ap- 
ication  of  his  full  energies  to  ad- 
inistration  of  the  New  York  War 
uings  Staff.  In  the  latter  work, 
!  established  a  brilliant  record,  as 
evidenced  by  the  success  of  both 
e  First  and  Second  War  Loans, 
id  attendant  sales  to  the  public  of 
)th  Bonds  and  Stamps.  All  future 
ulertakings  in  this  state,  in  behalf 

the  Treasury  Department,  will 
id  him  in  his  new  and  valuable 
Ivisory   role. 


George  W.  Coman 
Ben   Griefer 


▼  V  V 

Hither  and  Thither 

•  •  •  RIVOLI  is  rushing  in  "Spitfire,"  Leslie  Howard's  last  film 
which  Sam  Goldwyn  is  presenting  on  this  side,  for  a  Saturday  opening.  .  . 

•  And  the  Capitol  has  set  lune  24  for  the  launching  of  Sol  Lessor's  UA 

release,  "Stage  Door  Canteen" The  New  York  City  Forty  and  Eight 

has  officially  "adopted"  the  latter,  by  the  way.  .  .  •  Van  Voorhis.  the 
March  of  Time's  "Voice,"  finally  gets  on  the  screen  in  the  next  M  of  T 
subject,  "Invasion,"  which  20th-Fox  releases  June  18.  .  .  •  Paramount 
is  tossing  a  luncheon  at  the  Astor  tomorrow  for  Y.  Frank  Freeman.  .   . 

•  U.  S.  Steel  is  today's  luncheon  host  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria;  there'll 
be  a  preview  of  "To  Each  Other,"  new  U.  S.  Steel  short  narrated  by 
Walter  Brennan.  ...  •  And  to  round  out  the  week,  Westinghouse  will 
entertain  trade  press  editors  Friday  at  luncheon,  also  at  the  Waldorf.  .  . 

•  Ted  R.  Gamble,  a  potent  name  in  Oregon  exhibition  circles,  is  the  new 
chief  of  the  Treasury's  War  Bond  staff.  ...  •  New  York  20th-Fox  ex- 
change's Family  Club  will  stage  an  excursion  and  outing  June  19  to 
Bear  Mountain  Park Ditto  affair  of  the  Home  Office  club  is  June  30. 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  TWENTIETH  FOX  threw  a  cocktail  party  for  Betty 
Grable  at  the  Sherry-Netherland  yesterday  afternoon.  Among  those 
present  were  Spyros  Skouras,  Tom  Connors,  William  Kupper,  Felix 
Jenkins,  Jack  Goldstein,  ('.tendon  Allvine,  Gil  Blackford,  Rodney  Bush, 
Sam  Shain,  Roger  Fori.  Charles  Schlaifer,  Homer  H.  Harman,  Morris 
Kinzler,  Jack  Alicoate,  Don  Mersereau,  Sherwin  A.  Kane,  William 
Formby,  Charles  Becker,  Bob  Wile,  Alton  Cook,  James  Jerauld,  Joe 
Tee.  Radie  Harris.  Ray  Moon.  R.  W.  Baremore,  Herman  Schleier,  Al 
Picoultj   Joe  Shea,   Tom   Kennedy,  Mel  Konecoff,  Lou  Pelegrine 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  DISPATCHES  from  Argentina,  airmailed  to  Paramount's 
home  office  by  Managing  Director  John  B.  Nathan,  indicate  that  just  be- 
fore the  pro-Allied  revolt,  which  smashed  a  president  (Castillo),  "Road  to 

Morocco"  smashed  a  precedent Opus  stayed  two  weeks  in  the  Rex 

at  Buenos  Aires,  and  then  went  on  to  another  major  house  in  the  city  ior 
an  additional  week  (another  precedent,  to  boot).  .  .  •  Harper  Goff,  set 
designer  and  illustrator  out  at  WB's  Burbank  plant,  has  penned  an  article 

on  war  factory  camouflage  for  the  current  issue  of  Aero  Digest 

Studio's  camouflage  unit  has  made  an  extensive  study  of  this  wartime 
essential.  .  .  •  Aviation  Cadet  Charles  Saxon,  former  editor  of  Film 
Fun,  and  cartoonist  for  the  New  Yorker,  is  doing  murals  for  the  Red  Cross 

recreation  building  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala Murals  are  on  a  circus 

theme,    with    clowns    predominating Charley    is    in    the    Pre-Flight 

School.  .  .  •  The  Misses  Marie  Beaver  and  Lucille  Rutlege,  assistant 
managers  at  Charlotte's  Broadway  Theater,  recent  graduates  of  the  Wil- 
by-Kincey  school  for  femme  execs.,  took  joint  charge  o'  that  house 
while  Manager  Eli  Dreylenger  was  on  his  recent  fortnight-long  vacation 
in  New  York.  ...  •  Corp.  Bill  Bems,  of  12th  Corps'  Special  Service 
Office,  Columbia,  S.  C,  has  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  weekly  bulletin,  "Wind- 
mill," with  contents  dominantly  the  broadcast  visit  there  of  Bob  Hope 

In  an  accompanying  letter.  Bill  sez  Bob  was  sensational,  and'll  be  the 
men's  topic  of  conversation  for  months  to  come.  .  .  •  Warners  should  be 
proud  of  the  grand  full-pages  tie-up  job  which  Glenn  Ireton  engineered 
ior  "Air  Force"  in  the  Toronto  Daily  Star  and  the  Montreal  Daily  Star  in 

co-op  with  the  makers  of  Orient  Hosiery All  of  which  demonstrated 

that  latter's  stockings  don't  get  long  runs,  but  the  WB  attraction  does 

And  everybody's  happy! 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•      •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


Loew  Theaters  Sell 
$37,609,969  in  Bonds 


Loew's  theaters,  in  one  year  end- 
ing June  1,  sold  $37,609,969.20  worth 
of  War  Bonds  and  Stamps,  accord- 
ing to  tabulations  released  yester- 
day by  H.  J.  Cleary,  general  auditor 
of  the  Loew  accounting  department. 
Average  of  more  than  $3,000,000  per 
month  is  believed  to  set  a  record  for 
any  similar  group  of  houses. 

Loew's  outlets  in  the  New  York 
City  area  accounted  for  $15,251,- 
423.45  while  the  out-of-town  circuit 
amassed  sales  of  $14,261,953.75. 
Station  WHN,  owned  by  Loew's  had 
a  total  of  $915,975.  Purchases  of 
Bonds  and  Stamps  by  Loew  em- 
ployes totalled  $7,180,617. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  in  excess  of 
$3,297,500  worth  of  War  Stamps 
were  sold  in  Loew  lobbies  in  the 
year,  indicating  at  least  15,000,000 
individual   sales. 

C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew's  vice- 
prexy,  in  announcing  the  figures, 
paid  tribute  to  the  theater  staffs  who 
labor  long  into  the  night  handling 
the  clerical  work  required  in  their 
new  job  of  selling  Bonds  and  Stamps 
for  Uncle  Sam. 


Allied  States  Conducting 
"Caravan  School"  Series 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

three  men  to  Pittsburgh  to  meet 
with  national  officers  who  will  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  process  of 
price  comparisons  on  product  among 
the  various  units.  Representing 
Ohio  at  the  sessions  will  be  Willis 
Vance,  head  of  the  so-called  "In- 
dignant Exhibitors"  of  Cincinnati; 
George  Erdmann,  business  manager 
of  the  Cleveland  association,  and 
Leo  Kessel  of  Lancaster.  They  will 
meet  with  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Sid 
Samuelson  and  possibly  Abram  F. 
Myers. 

The  Ohio  unit  has  not  been  active 
in  the  caravan  movement,  due  par- 
tially to  the  fact  that  exhibitors  in 
the  state  are  served  by  two  exchange 
centers — Cleveland    and   Cincinnati. 


Goldman-Operated  Philly 
House  Bought  by  Segall 


Philadelphia — Charles  Segall  pur- 
chased the  56th  St.  Theater,  last-run 
neighborhood  house,  at  a  sheriff's  sale 
for  $49,000.  House  is  currently  op- 
erated  by   William    Goldman. 


Rep.  Western  in  Loop 
As   1  si-Run  a  First 

Chicago — Republic's  "Song  of  Tex- 
as," opens  at  the  Oriental  on  July  16, 
thus  achieving  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  first  Western  attraction 
ever   to   play   first-run    in   the    Loop. 
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No  Separate  D  of  J 
Action  in  Minnesota 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

brought  elsewhere  in  the  country  to 
correct  practices  which  might  be 
curbed  by  the  Department's  action 
in  the   New   York  equity   suit. 

Wright's  assertions  followed  a 
conference  with  Donald  Guttman, 
president  of  the  North-Central  Al- 
lied Independent  Theaters  of  Min- 
neapolis, who  presented  grievances 
of  his  organization  against  the  ma- 
jor distributors  to  the  D  of  J. 
Wright  would  not  discuss  in  detail 
Guttman's  complaints,  although  it 
was  learned  that  one  of  the  matters 
discussed  was  clearance.  The  Allied 
group  had  stated  that  it  intended  to 
seek  aid  in  fighting  what  it  termed 
unreasonably  long  clearances  on  pic- 
tures shown  in  the  major  circuit 
houses. 

Wright  said  that  all  the  various 
complaints  were  considered  by  the 
Department  as  it  pondered  its  pol- 
icy for  November  when  the  trial  per- 
iod of  the  New  York  consent  decree 
expires.  Whatever  course  it  decides 
to  pursue  at  that  time  will,  of  course, 
have  far  wider  application  than 
merely   a   single   state. 


N.Y.'s  $340,800  Tops 
Dimes  March  Figures 


{Continued    from    Page    1) 

drive.  Grand  total  reported  to  date 
is  $2,100,000. 

Greater  New  York  City  reported 
$283,967,  while  the  rest  of  New  York 
had  $56,833.  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia,  combined  in  the  returns, 
reported  $210,000.  Michigan  came 
through  with  a  neat  $127,000.  Ohio 
was  close  behind  with  $114,350,  while 
New  Jersey  edged  into  the  $100,- 
000  class  with  $101,786.  California's 
report  is  not  yet   in. 

Among  other  states  reporting  are: 

Massachusetts,  $98,360:  Illinois,  $91,235: 
Connecticut.  $54,403:  Maryland.  $53,975: 
Missouri,  $6.3.125;  Washington,  $46,772; 
Indiana,  $44,085:  District  of  Columbia, 
$31,525:  Tennessee.  $32,435;  Virginia, 
$28,956;  Oregon,  $22,025-  Minnesota,  $28,- 
935:  Iowa.  $26,285:  Kansas,  $22,575;  Rhode 
Island.  $19,315:  Oklahoma.  $18,119;  Ken- 
tucky. $19,260:  Colorado.  $18,150:  Georgia. 
$15,650;  Nebraska,  $13,595;  Louisiana, 
$12,565:  Maine,  $12,215;  Texas,  $10,670; 
Wisconsin,  $9,100;  Arkansas,  $9,605:  Flo- 
rida. $9,720:  Utah,  $7,450;  Mississippi,  $7,- 
585:  Delaware,  $6,740;  Alabama,  $6,820: 
North  Carolina,  $5,375:  New  Hampshire, 
$4,290;  Montana,  $4,135;  Nevada.  $3,490; 
South  Dakota.  $3,755;  Wyoming.  $3,700: 
South  Carolina.  $2,890;  North  Dakota,  $2,- 
500;    Idaho,    $2,250:    Vermont,    $2,185. 


Capital  Notables  See 
"Action  in  North  Atlantic' 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   >DAILY 

Washington — More  than  1,500  cap- 
ital dignitaries,  including  a  large 
group  of  Army  and  Navy  officials, 
Congressional  and  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives, journalists  and  others, 
attended  a  special  showing  of  War- 
ners'  "Action    in    the    North    Atlan- 


reviews  of  new  rums 


"Background  to 
Danger" 

with   George    Raft,   Sydney   Greenstreet 
Warner  Bros.  80  Mins. 

INTRIGUE  STORY  SET  IN  TURKEY 
HOLDS  TO  EXCITING  PACE;  ACTION 
AND  SUSPENSE  IN  LARGE  DOSES. 

"Background  to  Danger"  is  a  formula 
intrigue  picture  that  makes  acceptable  use 
of  innumerable  tried-and-true  ingredients 
found  in  films  of  its  type.  The  story  has 
the  villains  and  the  hero  chasing  each  other 
all  over  the  place — said  place  being  Turkey. 
It  makes  an  exciting  and  suspenseful  show 
in  which  the  advantage  switches  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  with  the  hero  eventually 
winding  up  as  the  top  man. 

The  yarn  is  cluttered  with  agents,  allied 
and  Axis.  Audiences  that  go  in  for  this 
type  of  entertainment  will  have  a  jolly  time 
figuring  out  who's  who  and  what's  what. 
They  will  also  have  no  complaint  to  make 
about  the  action,  of  which  there  is  enough 
to  supply  the  needs  of  several  pictures. 

The  story,  a  highly  implausible  affair, 
not  to  say  an  exaggerated  one,  is  concerned 
with  the  attempt  of  the  German  propaganda 
machine  to  create  an  incident  that  will 
cause  Turkey  to  break  with  Russia  and  join 
the  war  on  the  side  of  the  Axis.  Leading 
that  insidious  campaign  is  Sydney  Green- 
street,  a  German  agent,  who  is  ready  to 
stop  at  nothing  to  make  Turkey  declare  war 
against  the  Soviet.  He  hopes  to  attain  his 
end  by  having  fake  plans  of  a  purported 
Russian  invasion  of  Turkey  published  in  a 
Turkish  newspaper  sympathetic  to  the  Axis. 
Most  of  the  action  stems  from  the  efforts 
of  George  Raft,  the  hero,  an  American 
agent,  to  keep  Greenstreet  from  having  the 
plans  printed.  Raft  succeeds  in  his  mis- 
sion in  a  bang-up  climax  after  cheating 
death   on   a   number   of   occasions. 

Produced  by  Jerry  Wald,  the  film  was  di- 
rected at  a  lightning  pace  by  Raoul  Walsh 
from  a  screenplay  by  W.  R.  Burnett  derived 
from  the  novel  of  Eric  Ambler.  The  photog- 
raphy of  Tony  Gaudio  helps  to  advance  the 
story. 

Raft  does  a  good  job  with  the  leading  role. 
Greenstreet  makes  a  most  sinister  head  vil- 
lain. The  two  get  able  assistance  from 
Brenda  Marshall,  Peter  Lorre,  Osa  Massen, 
Kurt   Katch,  Turhan    Bey. 

CAST:  George  Raft,  Brenda  Marshall, 
Sydney  Greenstreet,  Peter  Lorre,  Osa  Mas- 
sen,  Kurt  Katch,  Daniel  Ocko,  Frank  Puglia, 
Turhan  Bey,  Pedro  de  Cordoba,  Willard 
Robertson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Wald;  Director, 
Raoul  Walsh;  Screenplay,  W.  R.  Burnett; 
Based  on  novel  by  Eric  Ambler;  Cameraman, 
Tony  Gaudio;  Film  Editor,  Jack  Killifer;  Art 
Director,  Hugh  Reticker;  Special  Effects, 
Warren  Lynch,  Willard  Van  Enger;  Mus'cal 
Score,  Frederick  Hollander;  Musical  Di- 
rector,  Leo   F.   Forbstein. 


DIRECTION,    Good. 
Good. 


PHOTOGRAPHY, 


tic"  as  guests  of  the  U.  S.  Maritime 
Commission  and  the  War  Shipping 
Administration  in  the  Departmental 
Auditorium  last  night.  Warner 
execs,  present  included  Harry  M. 
Warner,  Charles  Einfeld  and  Mort 
Blumenstock. 


*  SHORTS  * 


"Confusion  in  India" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Good 

This  one-reeler  helps  one  to  un- 
derstand the  headache  that  is  India. 
It  touches  on  many  of  the  prob- 
lems that  go  to  make  up  the  India 
question.  The  film  emphasizes  the 
existence  in  India  of  an  amazing 
confusion  of  faiths  and  groups  each 
advancing  interests  of  its  own.  The 
footage  contains  many  interesting 
glimpses  of  Indian  life  and  places. 
Timeliness  makes  the  short  a  sen- 
sible booking. 

"The  Wise-Quacking  Duck" 

(Looney  Tune) 

Warner  7  mins. 

Swell 

Introducing  another  howling  suc- 
cess starring  Daffy  Duck,  whose  work 
in  the  Leon  Schlesinger  Technicolor 
cartoons  is  improving  at  amazing 
rate.  The  butt  of  Daffy's  antics  this 
time  is  a  meek  individual  who  is 
anxious  to  get  the  duck  into  the 
oven.  Audiences  will  have  a  grand 
time  following  the  battle  of  wits 
between  the  duck  and  the  man.  Daffy 
lands  in  the  oven  for  a  moment  but 
succeeds  in  escaping  to  visit  further 
punishment  on  his  enemy. 

"Mirror  of  Sub-Marine   Life" 

Universal  9  mins. 

Interesting 

Instructive  as  well  as  entertain- 
ing is  this  film  record  of  the  re- 
creation of  a  South  Seas  sea  floor 
by  Dr.  Roy  Miner  at  the  New  York 
Museum  of  Natural  History.  Miner 
has  handled  the  task  with  such 
realism  that  the  reproduction  looks 
startlingly  like  the  real  thing.  The 
footage  contains  interesting  scenes 
showing  how  some  of  the  delicate 
glass  models  used  in  the  exhibit  are 
made. 

Franke  Sells  Humota  to 
Garbett-Faulds-O'Hara 


Humboldt,  la. — Wayne  B.  Franke, 
veteran  Humboldt  exhibitor  has  dis- 
posed of  the  Humota  here  and  will 
move  to  Texas.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Allied- 
Independent  theater  owners  of  Iowa- 
Nebraska. 

The  Humota  has  been  taken  over 
by  Elias  Garbett  and  Rudolph  G. 
Faulds,  both  of  Des  Moines,  and 
Salter  O'Hara  of  Wellman.  O'Hara 
will  move  to  Humboldt  to  manage 
the  theater  which  will  be  operated 
under  the  name  of  the  Humboldt 
Amusement   Co. 

O'Hara  recently  managed  a  Tip- 
ton theater  and  became  well  known 
among  Iowa  exhibitors  during  his 
work  on  the  theater  Bond  drive  which 
he  served  as  state  chairman.  Gar- 
bett and  Faulds  operate  a  string  of 
independent  theaters  in  the  state. 


Reisman  Hails  Pix' 
Good  Neighbor  Role 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

about  20  per  cent  ahead  of  la 
year,  based  on  RKO's  grosses.  Pi 
duction  in  Argentina  is  makii 
rapid  strides  and  between  50  andL-M 
pictures  will  be  made  down  til 
this  year;  and,  Reisman  said,  ™ 
pictures  are  good  and  some  of  t 
better  ones  will  probably  find  a  ma 
ket  in  the  U.  S. 

Reisman  left  Buenos   Aires   aft; 
the    recent    military  revolt,    but 
said    there    didn't    appear    to    be 
hint  of  any  trouble  at  the  time 
was   there.      He   said  he  found   t 
people     as     pro-Allies     as    we    ai 
Newsreel     shots     of     Churchill    a 
President    Roosevelt    brought    spo 
taneous  cheering  and  applause  frc 
theater  audiences,  but  scenes  of  A> 
activities    were    met    with    absolu 
silence. 

Brazil,   Reisman   said,   appears 
be    particularly    active,    with    praj 
tically  no  unemployment  and  a  cc; 
respondingly  good  effect  on  theat 
business. 


Red  Cross  Drive  May 
Turn  In  $4,000,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

various  film  exchanges  yet  to  eith 
report,  tally  or  total  their  colle 
tions  and  gifts. 

Of  the  $3,600,000,  a  new  high  f 
industry  drives,  Balaban  said  th 
represents  the  contributions  of  m 
vie  patrons  in  the  13,000  theate 
participating,  and  includes  the  $24( 
642  "take"  of  the  Red  Cross  bene 
staged  at  Madison  Square  Garde 
the  various  corporate  gifts,  totallh 
$321,050  and  the  $23,479  collect 
in  the  various  home  offices. 

"All  in  all,"  Balaban  declared,  ' 
was  a  magnificent  job,  one  of  whi 
the  entire  industry  can  be  proii 
and  another  one  for  which  that  mo 
local  American — the  exhibitor — \\ 
take  a  modest  bow.  And  I  want 
thank  you  all  for  the  support  giv< 
Campaign  Director  Claude  Lf 
Treasurer,  Walter  Vincent,  Pubj 
Relations  Chairman  Oscar  A.  Doc' 
Distribution     chairman     Tom     Co 


Rochester  Managers  Hon- 
Krolick  Who  Dons  Khaki 


Rochester — More     than     75    ma 
agers    from    Rochester    and    Buffa 
will    join    in    a    farewell    dinner 
Arthur  Krolick,  manager  of  the  Ce 
tury   tomorrow    night    at   the    Ho1 
Sagamore.     Krolick  leaves  Saturd; 
for  the  Army.     Exchange  manage 
from  Buffalo  also  will  take  part 
the   fete,   at   which   Krolick  will 
presented   with   a   War   Bond.      J. 
Golden  of  the  RKO-Paramount-Coi 
erford  pool,  and  Howard  Carroll 
the    Strand    are   arranging  the   di 
ner. 


: 
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sk  Carriers  for 
Manning  Tables 


i 


(Continued  from  Pacic  1) 

res.  One  employe  may  be  de- 
jrred  only  two  weeks,  while  an- 
ler,  who  would  be  more  difficult  to 
3;ace.    might    be    given    a    longer 

xment. 
complete  details  as  to  how  to  pre- 
ire   the    "manning   tables"    are    to 

.-ent  immediately  to  all  members 
a  a  bulletin  from  the  National 
Jm  Carriers  which  closed  a  three- 
y  meeting  here  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
Bterday. 

Full  consideration  was  given  at 
3  final  sessions  to  the  critical  sit- 
tion  affecting  all  motor  transpor- 
:ion,  and  the  ODT's  recent  order 

s  reviewed,  including  recognition 
/en  by  WPB  to  the  essential  need 

continued  distribution  of  motion 
pture  film.     Plans  were  developed 

•  the  fullest  co-operation  between 
?  exhibitors,  distributors  and  the 
.Tiers  in  meeting  this,  and  all  other 
.ergencies,  and  with  a  view  to  con- 
•ving  all  facilities.    It  was  empha- 

■    ed  that  film  carriers  have  consoli- 
i]   ted    and    curtailed    operations    as 
1    lered  by  ODT. 
Arrangements     were     made     for 
-etings  between  exhibitors,  distrib- 
ors   and    film   carriers   throughout 
B    country    to    take    any    further 
asures  which  might  be  necessary 
continue    the    co-operation    with 

•  war  program. 

A  committee  representing  the  dis- 
butors  and  MPPDA  attended  the 
ernoon  session  yesterday  to  dis- 
ss various  problems  relating  to 
;  distribution   of  film,  as  well  as 

careful  handling  of  film  ship- 
i  '  g  cases  in  order  to  conserve  metal. 
?inal  order  of  business  was  elec- 
n  of  officers.  The  entire  list  of 
umbents  was  returned,  as  were 
members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
:tee  now  serving.  Only  change 
the  board  of  managers  was  in- 
llation  of  Winfred  Miller  of  New 

•  eans  to  replace  his  brother,  L.  H. 
ler,  recently  deceased. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


rs 


Z.    BENSON,    sales    manager.    Paramount    ex- 
change, Washington. 

ES    CLARKE,    salesman.     Paramount,     Phila- 
delphia. 

US    MARETZ.     counsel     for    the    Loew-Poli 
division,    New    Haven. 

HANSON,    manager,    Iowa    and    Howard   the- 
aters, Jefferson,    la. 

NA   CARRAGHAN,    assistant   manager,    Capi- 
tol,   Rochester,    N.    Y. 

"H  KRAMER,  student  assistant,  College,  New 
Haven. 

SALLY     HULL,     manager,     Colony,     Miami 
Beach. 

OL   HAMBURG,    PRC   bookkeeper,   Cleveland, 
0. 

.  DON  SANQUIST,  booking  stenog.,  20fh-Fox, 

Seattle. 

R10TTE    NAGEL,    ad    sales    manager,    20th- 

Fox,  Seattle. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Postponed  because  of  Monday's  down- 
pour, mass  raising  of  the  Treasury's  Minute 
Men  flags  on  all  film  theaters  on  Broad- 
way between  42nd  and  52nd  Streets  is 
now  set  for  next  Monday,  nation's  Flag 
Day.  Helen  O'Connell,  will  raise  the  flag 
at  the  Capitol,  Mitzi  Mayfair  at  the  Roxy, 
Gracie  Barrie  at  the  Paramount,  and  Fiona 
of  the  dance  team  of  Mario  b  Floria  at 
Loew's  State. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Portland,  Ore. — A  most  unusual  theater 
tie-up  has  been  put  into  effect  this  week 
by  Manager  Virgil  Faulkner  of  the  local 
Orpheum,  in  connection  with  tenure  there 
and  at  the  Playhouse  of  20th-Fox's  "The 
Moon  Is  Down."  Through  co-operation  of 
Dr.  L.  Underdahl,  prominent  Portland  den- 
tist, and  Emil  P.  Slovarp,  Norwegian  vice- 
consul,  plus  the  Oregon  Division  of  Nor- 
wegian Relief,  Inc.,  a  big  sweater  drive 
has  been  inaugurated.  The  sweaters  col- 
lected will  go  to  the  National  Norwegian 
Committee  for  distribtuion  to  refugees  for- 
tunate enough  to  escape  the  Nazi  hordes. 
.  .  .  _  V  .  .  .  — 

A  special  press  book  is  being  rushed  to 
completion,  which  will  be  utilized  by  ex- 
hibs.  in  the  forthcoming  intensive  effort  to 
collect  copper,  brass  and  bronze  for  the 
WPB.  Members  of  the  SPG,  in  co-op. 
with  the  WAC  Public  Relations  Division, 
are   preparing   the   manual. 

...  —  V  ...  — 

Ray  Beal  of  the  Texas  division  of  the 
WAC  has  prepared  a  five-page  manual 
on  "Prelude  To  War"  to  supplement  the 
regular    press    book. 


With  2,000  Projectors, 
Navy  Has  5,000  on  Order 


Washiiuitun    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    'DAILY 

Washington  —  With  2,000  projec- 
tors already  operating  in  naval 
shoi-e  stations,  advance  bases  and 
on  board  ships,  the  Navy  has  an 
additional  5,000  projectors  on  order 
for  use  in  its  huge  training  pro- 
gram, it  was  revealed  at  the  week- 
end. 

The  Navy  reported  that  although 
before  Pearl  Harbor  its  use  of  film 
for  training  was  negligible,  "today, 
the  catalogue  of  films — both  motion 
picture  and  strip  films — runs  into 
thousand  of  titles  and  includes  the 
productions  of  the  Navy,  the  Army, 
the  Coast  Guard,  industrial  concerns, 
private  motion  picture  companies 
and  the  Governments  of  the  United 
Nations." 

Training  films  are  used  at  all  naval 
training  schools,  with  libraries  now 
being  established  at  all  district  head- 
quarters, large  training  centers  and 
Navy  yards.  Projectors  and  films 
are  also  being  sent  overseas,  and 
training  by  film  is  common  aboard 
ships. 


WE  to  Pay  50c  on  Common 

Western  Electric  directors  yester- 
day declared  a  dividend  of  50  cents 
per  share  on  its  common  stock  pay- 
able on  June  30,  to  stock  of  record 
at  the  close  of  business  on  June  25. 
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Show      Time 

Critic  Cheers  Arrival  of  the  'Movie  Critic's  Friend' 

•  •      •  •      •      • 

It  Helps  Him  Answer  the  Questions  Others  Put  to  Him 

•  •      •  •      •      • 

Notes  on  New  Developments  on  the  Moving  Picture  Front 

BY  PETER  BELLAMY 

ONE  gloomy  morning  in  the  dead  of  last  winter  a  most 
gracious  lady  called  up  to  ask  us  if  an  actress  by  name  of 
Olga  Nethersole  had  played  in  the  first  American  production  of 
"Sappho."  She  further  wanted  to  know  the  identity  of  the 
show's  producer  and  whether  the  play's  title  abjured  to  the 
modern  or  ancient  spelling. 


Somehow,  and  we  have  no  rea- 
sonable explanation  for  it,  our  no- 
toriously bad  memory  has  slipped 
over  the  last  40  years.  Indeed,  we 
had  to  refer  to  the  Public  Library 
to  answer  the  lady's  questions.  We 
found  that  Miss  Nethersole  played 
in  "Sappho"  in  the  year  1902.  Silly 
of  us  to  forget  it. 

At  any  rate,  we  remember  saying 
to  ourselves  at  the  time,  "Now  why 
didn't  she  ask  us  something  about 
the  moving  pictures?"  We  could 
refer  immediately  to  the  Film  Daily 
Year  Book,  find  the  answer,  and  get 
credit  for  an  erudition  which  we 
long  for  but  do  not  possess. 

All  of  which  reminds  us  that  we 
have  the  past  few  hours  been  buried 
in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Film 
Daily  Year  Book,  or  the  "movie 
critic's  friend"  as  we  have  come  to 
call    it. 

This  1,000  page  encyclopedia  of  the 
film  business  has  the  answer  to 
almost  any  question  that  a  member 
of  the  public  could  put  to  us  about 
the  films.  It  furnishes  everything 
from  a  list  of  all  the  19,169  movies 
ever  made,  to  instructions  on  how 
to    clean    theater    chairs. 

One  of  its  interesting  bits  of  in- 
formation is  that  Hollywood  last  year 
produced  fewer  feature  films  than 
in  any  year  since  1917.  Hollywood 
releases  in  1942  were  533  as  compared 
to  687  in  1917.  Number  of  releases 
has    declined    steadily    since    1935. 


Double 
Features 

On  the  subject  of  double-feature 
programs — long  a  sore  point  in  the 
industry — the  book  reveals  that  of 
the  20,196  theaters  in  the  nation, 
11,160  or  59  per  cent,  feature  dual 
bills  at  least  part  of  the  time. 

Despite  the  decrease  in  film  pro- 
duction last  year  more  movies  were 
made  in  color.  Seven  studios  turned 
out  25  Technicolor  productions,  with 
more    predicted   for   1943. 

Figures  on  movie  attendance  and 
theater  capacity  show  that  the  aver- 
age weekly  attendance  last  year  was 
90,000,000  persons,  and  that  there 
is  a  theater  seat  for  one  out  of  12 
persons    in    the    nation. 

Two  bits  of  incidental  intelligence 
in  the  book  caught  our  eye  espe- 
cially. One  is  that  Cleveland's  Park 
Theater  with  3,340  seats  is  larger 
than  the  R-K-O  Palace  with  3,193 
seats.  Other  is  that  each  moving 
picture  entails  the  services  of  276 
distinct  industries,  arts  and  profes- 
sions. 

One  department  of  the  book  tells 
the  running  time  of  each  feature 
released  during  the  last  year.  If 
asked,  for  example,  we  could  state 
that  "Yankee  Doodle  Dandy"  lasted 
126  delightful  minutes,  and  that  "Her 
Cardboard  Lover"  endured  93  ghastly 
boresome    minutes. 
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Soviets  Dickering 
For  U.  S.  Pictures 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

the  Soviet  people  live  and  fight  and 
that  it  was  equally  important  that 
the  Allies'  struggle  against  fascism 
be  shown  to  the  Russians. 

For  that  reason  negotiations  are 
on  for  "Commandos  Strike  at  Dawn," 
"Hangmen  Also  Die"  and  others. 

Among  other  American  pictures 
which  Russia  seeks  to  buy  in  the 
United  States  are  "My  Favorite 
Blonde,"  "Second  Violin,"  "Rebecca 
of  Sunnybrook  Farm,"  "Dead  End," 
"They  Shall  Have  Music,"  "Hurri- 
cane," "Pride  of  the  Yankees,"  "Wife 
Takes  a  Flyer,"  "Bambi,"  "The  Story 
of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle,"  "Ca- 
mille,"  "Rose  Marie'  and  others. 

Antonov  said  a  number  of  Rus- 
sian pictures  were  on  their  way  to 
America. 


Six  Chi.  Mobsters 
Go  to  Trial  Sept.  7 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

completely,  at  the  arraignment  of 
the  six  Chicago  Capone-Nitti  gang- 
sters, before  Federal  Judge  Murray 
Hulbert,  in  U.  S.  District  Court.  The 
six  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  charges 
of  conspiracy,  under  the  Federal  an- 
ti-racketeering Act  and  mail  fraud 
statutes.  They  are  charged  with  ex- 
torting more  than  $2,500,000  from 
film   companies. 

Judge  Hulbert,  accepting  not  guilty 
pleas,  continued  the  bail  of  $100,- 
000  fixed  recently  at  the  removal 
hearings  in  Chicago.  The  court  set 
Sept.  7  as  date  for  trial. 

While  the  court  refused  to  warn 
defendants  that  they  would  be  jailed, 
as  requested  by  Correa,  Judge  Hul- 
bert stated  that  he  will  act  quickly 
if  the  prosecutor  informs  him  of  any 
unwarranted  acts  against  Govern- 
ment witnesses. 

Louis  Kaufman,  business  agent  of  Local 
244,  Motion  Picture  Operators,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  appeared  in  court,  and  his  attorney 
agreed  to  the  date  for  trial.  He  left  the 
court  free  on  the  $25,000  bail  which  he 
had  posted.  Kaufman  is  only  charged 
with    conspiracy. 

John  Rosselli,  alleged  West  Coast  collec- 
tor for  "The  Syndicate"  now  an  Army  pri- 
vate, through  his  attorney,  tried  to  get  per- 
mission for  his  return  to  the  Coast.  The 
court  said  that  after  his  bail  was  posted 
and  if  the  Army  authorities,  permitted  he 
would  grant  the  request. 

It  was  learned  late  yesterday  that  Ros- 
selli had  posted  bail.  Rosselli  had  been  in 
the  Federal  House  of  Detention  since  March 
19.  1943  in  lieu  of  the  bond  fixed  by  Fed- 
eral Judge  John  C.  Knox. 

The  Chicago  sextet  are:  Louis  Campagna, 
alias  Louis  Cook,  lefty  Louis  and  Little 
New  York,  one  of  Capone's  original  body- 
guards; Paul  De  Lucie,  alias  Paul  Ricca; 
Phil  D'Andrea.  another  bodyguard,  Francis 
Maritote,  alias  Frank  Diamond,  Ralph 
Pierce,  a  former  Capone  lieutenant;  Charles 
Grioe,  alias  Charlie  Joy. 


Rochester  Drive-In  Folds 

Rochester— With  the  ban  on  driv- 
ing and  no  bus  route  near  it,  the 
Drive-in  has  shuttered. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


•  ARMY  * 


HARVEY  SCHWARTZ,  film  payment  dept., 
Stanley-Warner,    Philadelphia. 

BIRK  BINNARD,  manager,  Queen  Theater 
Philadelphia. 

EDWARD    FISHER,    manager,    Fulton,    Baltimore. 

JIM  McDONALD,  assistant,  Majestic,  Providence, 
R.   I. 

ROBERT  KILGORE,  manager,  Loew's  Broad,  Co- 
lumbus,   O. 

BIRK  BINNARD,  manager,  Queen,  Wilmington, 
Del. 

IRVIN    SEDLACK,   manager,    Hamilton,   Chicago. 

FORREST  E.  JUDD,  Signal  Corps,  Monogram  ex- 
ploitation  manager  under  Lou  Litton, 

MORRIS  MENDLESOHN,  counsel,  Loew-Poli,  New 
Haven. 

*  NAVY  * 

DONALD   CASSEN,   Nortown,   Chicago. 


*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

JOSEPH     BREACH,     State     Theater,     Harrisburg, 

Pa. 
WILLIAM   LUNDICAN,   Metro  contract  player. 

—  •  — 

*  WAACS  * 

EDITH   ROWLEY,   Eastman  Kodak  Co.,   Rochester. 

— '•  — 

*  ACTIVATED  * 

SERCT.  JOEL  ALLEN  LEVY,  JR.,  Signal  Corps, 
formerly  in  Monogram's  still  lab.,  and  son 
of  Loew's  Theaters  head  booker,   New  York. 

—  •  — 

*  MERCHANT  MARINE  * 

DEAN  BALL,  son  of  Wayne  Ball,  Columbia's  Los 
Angeles  branch   manager. 


Zcmuck  on  Army  Inactive 
List;  Returns  to  Coast 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

tions  in  the  20th-Fox  studio.  The 
order  was  signed  yesterday  placing 
Zanuck  on  the  inactive  list.  The 
date  of  his  release  could  not  be 
learned,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
action  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Since  his  African  trip  and  the  edit- 
ing of  "At  the  Front,"  Lt.  Col.  Zanuck, 
although  he  has  been  engaged  on 
various  tasks  for  the  Signal  Corps, 
has  been,  in  effect,  marking  time 
until  the  day  his  request  to  go  on 
inactive  service  was  granted.  He 
was  anxious  for  foreign  assignments 
for  the  Army,  but  when  these  failed 
to  materialize,  he  and  Army  officials 
were  aware  that  he  could  be  more 
helpful  in  the  war  effort  as  a  part 
of  the  industry  than  as  a  part  of 
the  Army. 


Paramount  May  Sell  Up 
To  $15,000,000  in  Bonds 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stitutions.  Norman  Collyer,  assis- 
tant secretary,  said  details  were  still 
to  be  worked  out  but  that  they  might 
be  completed  within  the  next  three 
or  four  days.  Revenue  from  the  sale 
would  be  applied  to  the  redemption 
of  $16,634,000  of  4  per  cent  deben- 
tures maturing  in  1956. 

If,  and  when,  the  project  is  com- 
pleted, Paramount  will  have  reduced 
its  debt  by  about  $10,000,000  in  less 
than  a  year.  The  bonds  to  be  re- 
deemed were  originally  outstanding 
to  the  amount  of  $24,543,000.  In 
addition  to  the  $10,000,000  debt  re- 
tirement, Paramount  this  year  has 
retired  $12,135,167  of  preferred 
stock  into  common. 


Loyola  to  See  "Moscow" 

Chicago — Faculty  of  Loyola  Uni- 
versity will  see  Warners  "Mission 
to  Moscow"-  at  a  special  screening. 
Request  was  made  following  yes- 
terday's preview  here  for  an  audi- 
ence of  civic,  educational  and  re- 
ligious leaders,  exhibs.,  newspaper- 
men and  radio  commentators.  Sub- 
sequently, gathering  heard  Walter 
Duranty  lecture  on  the  pic. 


Rites  for  Ken  Goldsmith 
Will  Be  Held  Friday 

(Continued    from    Page    1) 

interred  here  and  later  sent  East. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the 
former  Jeanne  Takiff,  and  four  chil- 
dren. 

Goldsmith  came  to  Hollywood  in 
1928  and  produced  short  subjects 
for  RKO.  He  later  organized  Gold- 
smith Productions  and  had  produced 
for  Mascot,  Monogram  and  United 
Artists  before  joining  Universal.  His 
final  picture  was  "Mister  Big"  which 
elevated  Donald  O'Connor  to  star- 
dom. He  had  "Man  of  the  Family" 
in  preparation  at  time  of  his  death. 


Compiling  List  of  War-Time 
Agencies  Interested  in  Pix 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  A  list  of  war-time 
agencies  and  associations  that  are 
actively  interested  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry's  problems  of  inter- 
national understanding  and  co-oper- 
ations is  being  compiled  by  the  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  according  to  President 
Walter  Wanger,  who  stressed  the 
importance  of  films  in  the  war  effort 
and  the  post-war  period. 

It  is  expected  the  list  will  include 
about  50  various  groups  and  or- 
ganizations. 


Local  F-13  Names  Gormley 
As  New  Business  Agent 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  (DAILY 
Washington  —  Local  F-13  of  the 
Film  Exchange  Employes  Union, 
IATSE,  voted  at  its  monthly  meet- 
ing to  begin  the  regular  purchase 
of  one  $50  War  Bond  each  month. 
Local,  which  is  less  than  a  year 
old,  also  pledged  $25  toward  the 
IATSE  Baby  Bomber  Drive.  Elmer 
McKinley,  UA  office  manager,  re- 
signed as  business  agent,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  Frank  Gormley  of  Vita- 
graph.  Sara  Young  of  Twentieth- 
Fox  is  president  of  the  local,  which 
includes  employes  from  all  the  ex- 
changes in  the  local  film  row. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

TOMMY   BATTEN,   termer,   Metro. 

ALMA    REVILLE,    by    Spitz-Skirball    to    do    co 

tinuity    for    Fred    Allen's    starrer,    "Apple 

on    Ararat." 
ELAINE  RILEY,   New  York  model,   termer,  RKf 
DOOLEY  WILSON,   termer,   RKO.  / 

ASSIGNMENTS 

CHARLES    BARTON,    director,    "When    My    Ba 
Smiles   at   Me,"   Columbia. 


CASTINGS 

BASIL  RATHBONE,  "Frenchman's  Creek 
Paramount;  JEAN  PARKER,  WILLIAM  KELLOC 
"Deerslayer,"  Republic;  EVERETT  McCOWA 
RUTH  MACK,  "Cay  Blades,"  Republic;  "TOMN 
BATTEN,  "Along  Broadway,"  Metro;  PAT 
BRILL,  "Adventures  of  a  Rookie,"  RKO;  VII 
CENT  PRICE,  "The  Eve  of  St.  Mark,"  20th-Fc 
VICTOR  FRANCEN,  "In  Our  Time,"  Warne 
JAMES  BROWN,  "Destination  Tokyo,"  Warnei 
FRED  MacMURRAY,  "Standing  Room  Only 
Paramount;  ANN  DORAN,  "Henry  Aldrich  Roc 
the  Cradle,"  Paramount;  MARY  ROCHE,  "Tro 
icana,"   Columbia. 


TITLE  SWITCHES 

'In     Old    Oklahoma,"    formerly,     "War    of    t 

Wildcats,"    Republic. 
'First    Comes    Courage,"     formerly    "Attack 

Night,"    Columbia. 
'There's    Something   About   a    Soldier,"    forme 

"Officer's     Candidate     School,"      Columb 
'Here     Comes     Kelly,"     formerly     "He    Could 

Take    It,"   Monogram. 
'Sahara,"  for  "Somewhere  in  Sahara,"  Columb 
'There's     Something     About     a     Soldier," 

"Officers'  Candidate  School,'  Columbia. 
'A  Night  of  Adventure,"  for  "The  Clock  Stru 

Twelve,"   Columbia. 


SCHEDULED 

"The    Time    is    Now,"    story,    STANLEY    PALE 

producer,    WALTER    MacEWEN,    Paramou 
"Hollywood     Rhapsody,"     story,     AL     MARTI 

Universal. 
"Lebensraum,"   story  SAM    NEUMANN   and  LI 

TER   COLE;  screenplay,   LESTER  COLE;  pi 

ducer,  SAM  BISCHOFF. 
"Trail    of    the    Yukon,"    story,    JACK    LONDO 

screen    adaptation,     GEORCE    SAYRE;    pi 

ducer,     LINDSLEY    PARSONS. 
"The    Last    Page,"   story-director,    MILT   CRO: 

producer,    ARTHUR    RIPLEY,    Ripley-Mon 

for    PRC. 
"Shine     On     Harvest     Moon,"     producer,     Wl 

LIAM    JACOBS;    director,    DAVID    BUTLI 


STORY  PURCHASES 

STANLEY    PALEY'S   "The   Time    is    Now,"    Pa 

mount. 
"The   Chamber  of   Horrors,"   story,  CURT  SIO 

MAK;    producer,    GEORGE    WAGGNER. 
"Bongo,"     story,     SINCLAIR     LEWIS;     produc 

WALT    DISNEY. 
"Kiss    of    Death,"    story,    PETER    BRADY;    pi 

ducer,   PRC. 


OPTION  LIFTED 

JULES   WHITE,   shorts   producer-director,   Colu 
bia. 

SUSPENSION  LIFTED 

HUMPHREY   BOGART,  Warners. 


County  Licensing  Bill 
Hits  Illinois  Drive-Ins 


Springfield,   111.— Rep.   L.   C.  Ha 

ris,  has  introduced  a  bill  in  the  legi 
lature  to  authorize  counties  to  i 
cense  and  regulate  drive-in  theate 
outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  t' 
towns  and  cities. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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FIND  TRADE  SHOWS  FAIL  TO  DRAW  EXHIBS. 

6,500  More  Free  Pix  Programs  Slated  for  Troops 


.- 


Editorial 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

=    By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    = 


Industry  Raises  the  Ante, 
Sending  Total  of  100-Min- 
ute  Gift  Shows  to  10,000 


■ 


■ 


VOL)  don't  have  to  be  an  experienced 
'  lookout  to  note  that  more  manpower 
breakers  are  ahead.  .  .  .  Maybe  you  know  it 
already,  but  if  you  don't  you  should.  .  .  . 
Col.  Arthur  V.  McDermott,  New  York  City 
director  of  Selective  Service,  spoke  before 
the  Commerce  and  Industry  Association  here, 
and  among  other  things,  warned  executives 
not  to  count  on  occupational  deferment 
"just  because  they  may  consider  themselves 
irreplaceable  key  men".  .  .  .  Nor  was  that 
all.  .  .  .  Get  this,  also  from  the  colonel.  .  .  . 
"And  even  though  an  executive  should  be 
proved  irreplaceable  that  is  no  guarantee 
that  he  will  be  deferred,  because  it  still 
will  be  necessary  for  his  employers  to  prove 
that  the  work  he  is  doing  is  essential  to 
the  war  effort".  .  .  .  And  bearing  on  that, 
it  nvght  be  well  to  remember  that  the  law 
provides  that  local  draft  boards  are  autonom- 
ous and  that  neither  NSS  headquarters  in 
Washington  nor  state  directors  have  true 
authority  over  them.  .  .  .  Some  local  boards 
already  are  making  their  independence  quite 
clear.  .  .  .  There's  that  New  Haven  board, 
for  instance,  whose  latest  move  affecting 
the  industry  was  to  direct  an  executive, 
Metro's  branch  manager  there,  to  get  an 
"essential"  war  job  in  30  days  "or  else" — 
the  latter  meaning  reclassification  as  1-A. .. 
For  the  record,  the  manager — Morey  Gold- 
stein— is  40  years  old,  has  been  married  for 
10  years,  and  has  two  children.  .  .  .  Mark 
this:  If  the  New  Haven  board  can  do  that, 
so  can  other  local  boards,  at  their  discre- 
tion. 


Extension  of  the  industry's  gift  of 
16  mm.  film  programs  by  an  addi- 
tional 6,500,  sending  the  total  do- 
nated for  overseas  free  exhibition 
to  American  troops  above  the  10,000 
mark,  was  announced  yesterday,  fol- 
lowing a  series  of  conferences  be- 
tween trade  heads  and  ranking  War 
Department  officers. 

Programs,  averaging  100  minutes, ' 
(Continued  on  Page   16) 


Fail  to  Set  Policy 
On  Film  Labor  Draft 


And  No  May  About  It — 
The  Mayfair  IS  Fair 

Baltimore — As  neat  a  bit  of  co- 
operation-in-wartime  as  the  exhibi- 
tion field  is  likely  to  uncork  has 
outcropped  here.  The  Mayfair  has  a 
cooling  system.  Its  neighbor,  the 
Maryland,  joining  its  back  wall  at 
right  angles,  has  no  such  plant.  So, — 
the  very  fair  Mayfair  has  consented 
to  cool  its  rival.  The  latter  installed 
the  necessary  pipes,  and  a  hole  was 
made  in  the  party  walls  of  the  two 
stands.  Now  they  share  not  only  a 
cool  but  a  most  friendly  "atmos- 
phere."    Paradoxical,  ain't  it? 


DASSAGE  of  the  pay-as-you-go  tax  meas- 
ure does  not  mean  that  you're  out  of  the 
tax  woods,  if  what  well-posted  observers 
of  the  Congressional  scene  report  is  true. 
.  .  .  They  tell  you  to  watch  for  a  jump  in 
corporation  taxes — the  combined  normal  and 
surtax  levy  may  hit  45  per  cent — and  they 
feel  that  a  sales  tax,  despite  FDR's  opposi- 
tion, has  a  good  chance  of  enactment,  with 
food  and  maybe  clothing  specifically  ex- 
cluded. .  .  .  They  do  not  anticipate  passage 
of  a  compulsory  savings  statute  and  they 
see  little  chance  of  any  new  social  security 
legislation   this  year. 

o 

AS  ONE  aftermath  of  Hollywood's  current 

**  excursion  into  the  field  of  propaganda, 

you  can  expect  that  the  cry,  "Propaganda!," 

(.Continued  on  Page  2) 


Ottawa  —  Dave  Coplan,  district 
manager  of  United  Artists,  and  Leo 
Devaney  of  RKO  of  Canada  were  here 
yesterday  to  interview  Arthur  Mac- 
Namara,  director  of  National  Selec- 
tive Service  on  permanent  exemption 
of  key  employes  of  film  exchanges  un- 
der compulsory  labor  draft  to  war 
industries,    but    it    is    understood   no 

(Cotimied  on   Page    12) 


Para.  District  Heads 
Meet  Here  July  14-17 

Semi-annual  sales  meeting  of 
Paramount's  district  managers  and 
field  exploitation  men  will  be  held 
in  New  York  at  the  Hotel  Pierre 
July  14-17,  Neil  Agnew  announced 
yesterday.     The  managers  and  field 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Move  to  Intervene 
In  Crescent  Action 


Large  Turnouts  Said  Rare; 
Crowds  Now  Very  Light; 
N.  England,  an  Exception 

Tradeshows  under  the  New  Yorkj 
consent  decree  apparently  have, 
failed  to  justify  their  existence  dur- 
ing the  two  years  they  have  been 
in  effect,  according  to  a  survey  of 
key  cities  by  Film  Daily  correspon- 
dents. Only  in  Boston  have  the 
tradeshows  been  popular  with  ex- 
hibitors, the  checkup  revealed. 

Light  patronage  of  the  screenings 
has  prevailed  since  the  start  of  the 
practice  in  July,  1941,  and  only  in 
rare  instances  have  there  been  large 
turnouts. 

Cleveland    Exhibs.    Pick    Pix 

In  Cleveland,  tradeshows  are  well 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Nashville,  Tenn. — Petitions  seek- 
ing to  protect  the  financial  interests 
of  stockholders  of  two  corporations 
affected  by  the  divestiture  decree  han- 
ded down  in  Federal  Court  here  May 
18  by  Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies  against 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  were  filed 
yesterday.      A   similar  petition  was 

(Continued  on   Page  15) 


OPA  Edicts  May  Force  N.E. 
Small  Town  Houses  to  Fold 


Despite  early  indications  to  the 
contrary,  reports  from  the  Boston 
territory  contend  that  the  new  re- 
strictions  on   gasoline   and   pleasure 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


WB  to  Simplify  Capitalization 

Stock  Spurts  as  New  Plans  Make  Headway 


Col.  39-Week  Net  Up 
$90,000  to  $1,032,000 


Net  profit  of  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp.  for  the  39  weeks  ended  March 
27,  last,  amounted  to  $1,032,000,  ap- 
proximate figures  subject  to  formal 
audit  at  the  end  of  the  current  fiscal 
year,  the  organization  disclosed  yes- 
terday.     This  net,  greater  by  $90,- 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


A  spurt  in  Warner  Bros,  stock 
yesterday  was  accompanied  by  Wall 
St.  reports  that  considerable  prog- 
ress had  been  made  in  the  company's 
plans  for  simplifying  its  capitali- 
zation and  clearing  up  preferred 
dividend  accumulations. 

Several  conferences  already  are 
understood  to  have  taken  place  be- 
tween Warner  executives  and  bank- 
ing   interests,    with   further    discus- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


N.  J.  Allied  Confab 
Calls  Trade  Leaders 


• 


National  Allied  leaders,  WAC  of- 
ficials and  top  distributor  represen- 
tatives havte  accepted  invitations 
to  attend  and  speak  at  the  24th  an- 
nual conference  of  New  Jersey  Al- 
lied at  the  Hollywood  Hotel,  Wesl 
End,  June  29-July  1. 

Among  the  Allied  officers  who  wil 
be  on  hand  are  President  M.  A 
Rosenberg,    Abram    F.    Myers,    Sid- 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 


Loew's  to  Pay  50-Cent 
Extra  Dividend  June  30 


Loew's  board  of  directors  at  it; 
meeting  yesterday  declared  an  extrj 
dividend  of  50  cents  in  addition  ti 
the  regular  dividend  of  the  sairn 
sum  on  the  outstanding  common 
Dividends  will  be  payable  June  3( 
to  stockholders  of  record  at  the  cloS' 
of  business   June   22. 


National  Curfew  Laic 
Talked  in  St,  Louis 

St.  Louis — Move  for  a  nation-wide 
curfew  law  designed  to  keep  juveniles 
off  the  streets  after  9  p.m.  is  being 
discussed  here. 
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'  of  C  to  See  "Invasion!" 

j    New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce 

t  a  special  meeting  today  will  see 

private  preview  of  M  of  T's  "In- 


i  asion!" 


1600 

OH.VMT  MIVICI      V  y  Cho.  6-o5ir».3-4 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 
is  going  to  be  raised  increasingly  in  the 
case  of  pictures  where  certainly  no  propa- 
gandizing was  intended.  .  .  .  First  such  case 
on  record  is  found  in  the  current  issue  of 
Advertising  Age  which  is  highly  critical  of 
the  background  situation  in  Metro's  "Keeper 
of  the  Flame".  .  .  .  Says  Advertising  Age 
editorially,  "It  declares  the  existence  of  a 
group  of  American  business  men,  editors 
and  publishers  who  are  trying  to  establish  a 
fascist  type  of  government  and  to  sabotage 
the  war  effort.  ...  It  is  impossible  for 
business  men  to  defend  themselves  against 
subtle  propaganda  of  this  character.  .  .  . 
That  is  what  makes  this  type  of  film  so 
dangerous  as  a  method  of  implanting  ideas 
which  may  be  accepted  by  a  large  portion 
of  the  public  as  factual"  .  .  .  Sure,  it's 
fantastic,  phrasing  it  mildly,  to  toss  that 
in  the  direction  of  Metro.  .  .  .  But  to  so 
dub  it  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  from  now 
on,  there  are  folks  who  will  put  Hollywood 
product  under  the  microscope  in  search  of 
hidden  propaganda  messages.  .  .  .  And  in 
that  frame  of  mind,  what  do  you  want  to 
bet  that  they  won't  profess  to  find  'em? 


Theater  Guild  May  Make 
Own  "Oklahoma"  Version 


The  report  that  the  New  York 
Theater  Guild  had  under  considera- 
tion a  proposal  to  make  the  film  ver- 
sion of  its  stage  musical  "Okla- 
homa!" itself  was  confirmed  yester- 
day by  Lawrence  Langner,  Guild  of- 
ficial. If  the  Guild  decides  to  go 
ahead  with  the  idea,  production 
won't  get  under  way  for  some 
time  in  the  future,  it  was  said. 


Exhibs.  Flock  to  Albany- 
Albany  —  Exhibs.  hitting  Albany 
film  row  this  week  include  Harry 
Gallup,  Adirondack,  Speculator,  who 
will  open  up  June  15;  George  Wood- 
ard,  Burt's  Theater,  Lake  Luzerne; 
Henry  Frieder  and  Henry  Grossman, 
Community  and  Warren,  Hudson; 
Joe  Jarvis,  Delmar,  Delmar;  Sid 
Dwoi-e,  Cameo,  Schenectady;  Johnny 
Gardner,  Colony,  Schenectady  and 
Community  Hall,  Round  Lake;  Mitch 
Conery,  Conery  Circuit,  Ravena; 
Harry  Lamont,  Lamont  Theaters, 
Athens. 


General's  Stars  for 
Curtis  of  Eastman 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — It's    now    Brig.   Gen. 
Edward   P.   "Ted"   Curtis,   USA. 

The  Senate  late  Tuesday  confirmed 
the  promotion  of  the  sales  manager 
of  Eastman  Kodak's  motion  picture 
film  depart- 
ment who  is 
on  leave  since 
1942  for  mili- 
tary service, 
thus  making 
him  the  first 
industryite  t  0 
win  his  stars 
in  World  War 
II. 

Genera  I 
Curtis  was  a 
major  in  U.  S. 
A  i  r  Service, 
A  E  F  ,  from 
1917  -  1919, 
his  combat  victories  in  the  air  bring- 
ing him  the  DSC,  the  Croix  de  Guerre 
and   the  Order  of  St.  Anne. 

His  promotion  to  his  new  rank  was 
in  recognition  of  conspicuous  lead- 
ership during  the  Tunisian  campaign. 


GEN.  E.  P.  CURTIS 


CEIWA  Recommendations 
Before  Equity  on  Tuesday 


Recommendations  of  the  continu- 
ations committee  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Entertainment  Indus- 
try for  War  Activities  in  the  pro- 
posal to  put  the  show  business  on  an 
all-out  War  basis  will  be  considered 
by  the  council  of  Actors  Equity  at  a 
special  meeting  scheduled  for  next 
Tuesday. 


RKO  Will  Tradeshow 
Five  Features  in  July 


Trade  screenings  of  five  RKO  pic- 
tures will  be  held  in  July,  dates  to 
be  announced  later.  They  are  "The 
Sky's  the  Limit,"  "Behind  the  Ris- 
ing Sun,"  "Petticoat  Larceny,"  "The 
Falcon  in  Danger"  and  "Tarzan's 
Desert  Mystery." 


COmiDG  MID  GOMG 


LEO  ROSEN,  Strand  Theater  manager,  Albany, 
with  Mrs.  Rosen,  is  vacationing  in  Atlantic  City. 

LOUIS  R.  GOLDINC,  divisional  manager  of 
Fabian  Theaters  in  Albany,  is  in  New  York  on 
a   biz  trip. 

TOM  CALLAHAN.  20th  Century-Fox  district 
manager,    is   in   Albany   for  a   few   days. 

CHARLES  EINFELD  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday from  Washington. 

LOU  WALTERS,  nightclub  impresario  has 
arrived  in  Hollywood  to  make  his  debut  as  a 
film    producer  for   Monogram. 

SOL  A.  SCHWARTZ,  RKO  zone  manager  left 
yesterday  on  a  10-day  business  trip  that  will 
take  him  to  'Boston,  Cleveland,  Columbus  and 
Detroit.  He  was  accompanied  to  Boston  by 
BONITA  CRANVILLE,  scheduled  to  make  Hub 
p.a.'s. 


ARTHUR  WILLI,  RKO  Radio's  Eastern  talent 
representative,    is   in  Chicago   on   a   talent   hunt. 

P.  A.  McGUIRE,  advertising  manager  of  In- 
ternational Projector  Corp.,  is  back  from  Bos- 
ton, where  he  attended  the  annual  convention 
of  the  lATSE's  District  3. 

LAWRENCE  TIBBETT,  WINIFRED  HEIDT  and 
SARITA  ROMERO  will  be  at  Camp  Upton  on 
Sunday  evening  to  give  a  joint  recital  under 
the  auspices  of  USO-Camp  Shows. 

EDGAR  BERGEN  has  arrived  at  the  Essex 
House  from  the  Coast. 

ABE  LASTFOGEt,  head  of  USO-Camp  Shows, 
has  returned  from  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  with  the 
missus. 

CLIFF  EDWARDS  has  left  for  Baltimore,  to 
open  a   series   of  engagements   in  service  camps. 


Army  Expects  Pix  Coverage 
of  Mediterranean  Exploits 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Washington  —  The  Army  has  no 
word  yet  regarding  film  coverage  of 
the  Mediterranean  operations  of  the 
past  10  days,  it  was  revealed  yes- 
terday, although  the  feeling  here  is 
that,  if  coverage  of  the  Commando 
raids  was  possible,  Col.  Melvin  JE. 
Gillette,  now  in  charge  of  all  grrdo  & 
photographic  activities  in  the  aApp[ 
would  certainly  provide  it. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
Air  Force  crews  will  provide  film 
on  the  raids  over  Naples  and  other 
Italian  cities,  but  none  of  this  film 
has  yet  been  received. 


Harry  Buxbaum  Recuperating 

Harry  Buxbaum,  20th-Fox  home 
office  representative,  is  in  the  Le 
Roy  Sanitarium,  40  East  61st  St., 
for  a  few  days,  recuperating  from 
a   minor   operation. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER' 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    9    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 
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The  HARTMANS 

Larry  ADLER< 

Mitzi  MAYFAIR 

The  MERRY  MACS 


A  20lh  CENTURY 
FOX  PICTURE       . 

rrfl  1 


EE5J 


an 


"5  GRAVES 
TO  CAIRO" 

A  Paramount  Picture 


In  Person 

Frank  Sinatra 

Gracie   Barrie 
and  her  orchestra 


PARAMOUNT 


Times 
Square 
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B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


ERROL  FLYNN  ■  ANN  SHERIDAN 

"EDGE    OF    DARKNESS" 

—  and  — 

"GILDERSLEEVE'S    BAD    DAY" 

with    HAROLD    PEARY 


lTw's  STATE 

ON  STAGE 

ALAN    LADD 
LORETTA  YOUNG 

in  PARAMOUNT'S 

"CHINA 


IN  PERSON 

BILL  BARDO 

&  ORCHESTRA 

MARIO    & 

FLORIA 

EXTRA! 
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SEVEN  FROM  HEAVEN 

Natural-ly  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


LEO  TO  THE  RESCUE! 


Take  a  look  at  the  thermometer.  It's 
going  UP! 

Leo  thinks  of  those  things  and  just  when 
his  friendly  customers  need  fine  entertain- 
ments  to  cope  with  seasonal  competitions 
Leo's  right  on  the  job ! 

Of  all  companies,  M-G-M  has  made  it  a 
practise  through  the  years  to  make  avail- 
able to  its  customers  outstanding  product 
when  they  need  it  most!  Again  this  year 
Leo  has  not  failed  youv  The  roaring  Lion 
is  truly  your  all-weather  friend! 
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THEY'VE  GOT  EVERYTHING! 

Comedy!  Music!  Patriotic  thrills!  Joy! 

THE  YOUNGEST  PROFESSION  -MUSIC  HALL! 

Instantly  booked  for  its  World  Premiere  by  the  World's  Largest  Theatre,  Radio  City  Music  Hall.  To  give 
you  an  idea,  here's  a  million  dollars  worth  of  its  guest  stars  (in  the  order  of  their  appearance):  Lana  Turner, 
Greer  Garson,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Robert  Taylor,  William  Powell.  It's  the  most  refreshing  picture  to  come 
out  of  Hollywood  in  years,  chockful  of  laughs  and  action.  Autograph  hunters  on  the  loose  will  convulse  the 
folks  from  six  to  sixty!   (Virginia  Weidler  wins  stardom  in  this  one.) 

"The  Youngest  Profession"  with  Virginia  Weidler,  Edward  Arnold,  John  Carroll,  Jean  Porter  •  Guest  Stars  (in  order  of 
their  appearance):  Lana  Turner,  Greer  Garson,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Robert  Taylor,  William  Powell  •  Screen  Play  by  George 
Oppenheimer,  Charles  Lederer  and  Leonard  Spigelgass  •  Based  Upon  the  Book  by  Lillian  Day  •  Directed  by  Edward 
Buzzell  •  Produced  by  B.  F.  Zeidman  •  A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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BATAAN  -AS  BIG  AS  ITS  NAME! -AND  TAYLOR! 

The  story  of  a  fighting  patrol  of  13  heroes  on  Bataan,  with  a  cast  headed  by  Robert  Taylor  in  the  top  per- 
formance of  his  career.  A  picture  they  literally  cheer!  Those  who  were  at  Bataan  endorse  it  as  the  real 
thing.  Actual  statements  are  available  and  are  used  in  trailer  and  ads!  It  rates  the  tops  for  authenticity,  for 
sheer  belie vability,  for  characterizations  that  are  real  guys,  tough,  funny,  natural,  human,  brave.  (Continued) 
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^";      /'//  be  right  over,  honey,  as  soon  as  I  tell 
boys  about  my  Seven  From  Heaven!" 
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Continuing  "Bataan"  from  preceding  page  and  please  keep  reading  instead  of  looking  at  that  Du  Barry  giri«- 

"Bataan"  is  based  on  true  episodes  and  produced  with  consummate  showmanship.  It's  an  attraction  that 
will  lift  audiences  to  the  skies  and  send  them  out  to  tell  their  friends  of  its  wonders.  And  they'll  say,  repeat- 
ing the  powerful  message  of  the  picture:  "We're  coming  back  to  Bataan!" 

"Bataan"  starring  Robert  Taylor  as  Sergeant  Bill  Dane  with  George  Murphy,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Lee  Bowman, 
Robert  V/alker,  Desi  Arnaz  •  Original  Screen  Play  by  Robert  D.  Andrews  •  Directed  by  Tay  Garnett  •  Produced  by 
Irving  Starr  •  A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture. 
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DU  BARRY  WAS  A  LADY" -WOW! 


The  musical  extravaganza  that  tops  "Great  Ziegfeld"  glory,  "Du  Barry  Was  A  Lady"  is  the  biggest  eyeful 
of  gorgeous  Technicolor  musical  comedy  the  screen  has  ever  seen.  For  months  M-G-M  has  been  spreading 
the  word  across  the  nation,  in  hundreds  of  key  city  teaser  ad  campaigns,  in  full  page  fan  magazine  advertising 
splashes,  in  Esquire  Magazine  and  now  topped  by  a  full  page  in  full  color  in  the  nationally  syndicated 
American  Weekly  supplement  with  its  20,000,000  readers.  These  readers  were  offered  a  reprint  of  famed 
artist  Varga's  Du  Barry  Girl,  shown  on  the  next  page,  at  a  cost  of  ten  cents  and  the  mails  are  clogged  with 
thousands  of  replies.  The  public  is  waiting  for  Technicolorful  "Du  Barry  Was  A  Lady,"  for  uproarious  Red 
Skelton,  for  exquisite  Lucille  Ball,  for  dances  and  romances  by  Gene  Kelly,  for  Tommy  Dorsey  and  his 
orchestra  playing  those  Cole  Porter  tunes;  and  for  the  great  assemblage  of  beauties,  famed  models  and 
show-girls,  those  Du  Barry  Adorables. 

"Du  Barry  Was  A  Lady"  starring  Red  Skeiton,  Lucille  Ball,  Gene  Kelly  with  Virginia  O'Brien,  "Rags"  Ragland,  Zero 
Mostel  •  Tommy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra  •  Photographed  in  Technicolor  •  Screen  Play  by  Irving  Brecher  •  Adaptation 
by  Nancy  Hamilton  •  Additional  Dialogue  by  Wilkie  Mahoney  •  Based  on  the  Play  Produced  by  B.  G.  DeSylva  and 
Written  by  Herbert  Fields  and  B.  G.  DeSylva  with  Music  and  Lyrics  by  Cole  Porter  •  Directed  by  Roy  Del  Ruth 
Produced  by  Arthur  Freed  •  A  AAetro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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HITLER'S  HANGMAN"-  STIRRING  DRAMA! 

The  cold  sadism  of  the  lustful  conqueror  has  never  been  more  boldly  nor  more  powerfully  told  than  in 
this  frank  and  stirring  story  of  the  rape  of  Lidice,  brave  village  that  defied  the  Nazi  overlords  and  remains 
a  symbol  of  revenge.  How  it  happened  is  told  in  vivid  and  breathtaking  screen  drama,  as  fascinating  a 
picture  as  ever  held  your  patrons  spellbound. 


"Hitler's  Hangman"  starring  Patricia  Morison,  John  Carradine,  Alan  Curtis,  Ralph  Morgan   •   Screen  Play  by  Peretz 
Hirshbein,  Melvin  Levy,  Doris  Malloy  •  Directed  by  Douglas  Sirk  •  Produced  by  Seymour  Nebenzal  •  An  M-G-M  Picture 
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Don't  tarry  with  Miss  Du  Barry, 
there's  plenty  more  on  next  pages! 
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Isn't  Judy  a  cutie!  Her  new    ^^ 
musical  tops  all  M-G-M  pic- 
tures since  Capitol,  N.  Y.'s 
new  policy  began  I 
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PRESENTING  LILY  MARS  -AND  JUDY1 

M-G-M's  Star  of  Stars  is  again  in  the  nation's  spotlight!  The  bells  are  still  ringing  "for  me  and  my  gal"  when 
along  comes  another  equally  big,  equally  romantic,  equally  tuneful  Judy  Garland  musical  production  to 
set  records  for  you,  as  it  did  for  the  Capitol  Theatre,  N.  Y.  in  its  World  Premiere.  "Presenting  Lily  Mars" 
comes  like  a  breath  of  refreshing,  youthful  joy  to  delight  the  millions  with  its  gayety  and  spectacular  big- 
time  entertainment.  Judy  has  never  been  presented  more  attractively  in  singing,  dancing  and  romancing 
and  she's  got  appealing  Van  Heflin,  ever  more  popular,  as  her  co-star.  Hang  out  the  banners,  the  folks 
know  it's  a  honey  of  a  show  when  M-G-M  presents  Judy  Garland  in  "Presenting  Lily  Mars." 

Judy  Garland  and  Van  Heflin  in  "Presenting  Lily  Mars"  with  Fay  Bainter,  Richard  Carlson,  Spring  Byington,  Marta 
Eggerth,  Connie  Gilchrist,  Leonid  Kinskey  and  Tommy  Dorsey  end  his  Orchestra,  Bob  Crosby  and  his  Orchestra  •  Screen 
Play  by  Richard  Connell  and  Gladys  Lehman  •  Based  Upon  the  Novel  by  Booth  Tarkington  •-  Directed  by  Norman 
Taurog  •  Produced  by  Joseph  Pasternak  •  A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 


RACE  TRACK  THRILLS-  HARRIGAN'S  KID 
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The  public  is  primed  for  a,  top-notch  racing  story.  Here's  that  change  of  pace  they're  asking  for — and  what 
pace!  "One  of  the  best  racing  stories  in  screen  history"  reports  Motion  Picture  Herald.  And  Variety  hails 
a  "Click!"  Laughter,  tears,  humanity  and  thrills  that  will  keep  audiences  absorbed  right  up  to  the  heart- 
pounding  finish!  Watch  that  lad  Bobby  Readick.    He's  going  places. 

"Harrington's  Kid"  with  Bobby  Readick,  Frank  Craven,  William  Gargan,  J.  Carrol  Naish  •  Screejj_Play  by  Alan  Friedman 
and  Martin  Berkeley  •  Adaptation  by  Henry  Blankfort  •  Directed  by  Charles  F.  Riesner  •  Produced  by  Irving  Starr 
A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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PILOT  #5  -NOVELTY  GANGSTER  IDEA! 

When  you  look  for  entertainment  off-the-beaten-track  you'll  find  plenty  of  it  in  this  exciting  recital  of  a 
hero  with  a  gangster  past.  It's  fascinatingly  told  in  a  novel  flashback  technique  with  most  of  its  tense  nar- 
rative in  pre-war  days  when  gangland  ruled.  Franchot  Tone,  Marsha  Hunt,  Gene  Kelly,  Van  Johnson 
are  part  of  a  top-notch  cast  that  makes  every  moment  gripping. 

"Pilot  #5"  starring  Franchot  Tone,  Marsha  Hunt,  Gene  Kelly  with  Van  Johnson,  Alan  Baxter,  Dick  Simmons  •   Original 
Story  and  Screen  Play  by  David  Hertz  •  Directed  by  George  Sidney  •  Produced  by  B.  P.  Fineman  •  An  M-G-M  Picture 


NO  TIME 
TO  LOSE! 

Hurry  next  page  I 


Get  in  touch  with  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 

SQUARE  SHOOTERS 
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R.  Berger  M.  N.  Wolf  C.  E.  Kessnich  J.  P.  Byrne  G.  A.  Hickey  S.  A.  Shirley  H.  P.  Wolfberg 
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B.  Bishop,  Jr.  J.  Bowen 


R.  Lynch 
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W.  B.  Zoeilner       T.  J.  Donaldson  R.  W.  Maw 


B.  H.  Rosenwald        W,  E.  Banford  E.  M.  Booth  J.  Sogg 


L.  Bickel  H.  A.  Friedel         D.  C.  Kennedy 


F.  J.  Downey  F.B.Gauker  F.  C.  Mensler  C.  T.  Lynch  J.  F.  Willingham         H.  J.  Shumow        W.  H.  Workman 


M.  Goldstein  C.  J.  Briant  R.  Pielow  B.  Abner  J.  ReVille  J.  G.  Kemptgen       S.  E.  Applegate 


B.  D.  Stoner  L.  Amacher  J.  X.  Quinn  S.  J.  Gardner  L.  C.  Wingham 


"Roll  'em  Leo, 
Baby  needs 
a  new 
house-record!" 


It's  a  NATURAL!  j 

M-G-M's  4th  Great  Group—  #  < 

SEVEN  FROM! 


Let's  Keep  Selling  Bonds ! 
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Thursday,  June  10,  1943 
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See  Bus  Service  Cut 
Cutting  Attendance 

.Mayor  La  Guardia's  program  call- 

3  for  curtailment  of  the  city's 
service  to  meet  the  ODT  order 
to  cut  the  use  of  gasoline  by  20  per 
cent  is  expected  to  leave  its  mark 
on  theater  business  along  the  routes 
at  present  covered  by  the  lines  af- 
fected by  the  program.  The  re- 
duction in  Sunday  service  goes  into 
effect  June  13,  while  that  in  week- 
day service  will  become  effective 
June  14. 

All  week-day  and  Sunday  service 
will  be  dropped  on  Seventh  Ave., 
72nd  St.  crosstown  and  Elmhurst 
(Queens)  crosstown. 

Sunday  service  will  be  ended  on 
Lexington  Ave.,  Madison  Ave., 
Broadway,  Sixth  Ave.,  Eighth  Ave. 
Fifth  Ave.  via  Convent  Ave.,  57th 
St.  crosstown,  Houston  St.  crosstown, 
Triborough  Bridge.  Service  on  Fifth 
Ave.  will  be  only  slightly  affected. 

The  program  also  provides  for 
eventual  elimination  of  most,  if  not 
all,  north-and-south  bus  service  after 
10  p.  m.  on  week  days  and  Sundays. 
There  will  be  no  limit  set  for  nijj'ht 
operation  of  crosstown  lines. 

Involved  are  only  buses  operated 
by  Fifth  Ave.  Coach  Co.,  New  York 
City  Omnibus  Corp.,  Madison  Ave. 
Coach  Co.  and  Eighth  Ave.  Coach 
Co. 


Tennessee  Society  Honors 
Ferguson,  Carter  Barron 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington  —  William  R.  Fergu- 
son, M-G-M  exploitation  manager, 
and  Carter  Barron,  Loew's  Washing- 
ton division  manager,  have  been 
elected  honorary  members  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  announce- 
ment was  made  by  James  M.  Round- 
tree,  outgoing  president  of  the  TSS, 
for  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
,  organization. 


Al  LaFlamme's  Mother  Dies 

Albany  —  Mrs.  Grace  LaFlamme, 
mother  of  Al  LaFlamme,  manager, 
Madison  Theater,  died  at  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn,  and  was  buried  in  Ben- 
nington, Vt. 


Judy  Garland 
Mitchell  Leichter 


Hattie   McDaniel 
Leopold  Friedman 


Arsenal  of  Animation: 

•  •  •  OF  decided  consequence  to  Mister  Exhibitor,  whether  he 
be  a  circuit  solon  or  the  proprietor  of  only  one  small  cinema  emporium, 
are   the   current  happenings  on   several  floors  of   25   and   35   West   45th 

Street At   those  dual   addresses,   an   ace   Arsenal  of  Animation  is 

in  high  gear,  turning  out  entertainment  ammunition  of  high  calibre  for  the 

annual   box-office   battle   which   we   all   call   the   New  Season Said 

arsenal  is  Famous  Studios,  Inc.,  biz  offspring  of  parental  Paramount. 
Relatively  recently,  you'll  recall,  the  artistic  operations  and  equip- 
ment essential  thereto  were  moved  up  here  from  Miami,  with  an  eye 
to  all-out  creation  of  cartoon  shorts, — three  series  of  eight,  namely 
"Little  Lulu,"  "Popeye,"  and  "Noveltoons,"  each  and  every  one  in 
Technicolor w  w  w 

•  •      •      THIS,  you'll  agree,  is  a  war  of  motion And  a  war 

of    motion    pictures What    the    latter    contain    is    a    determining 

jailor  in  keeping  up  morale Xoic,  nothing  we  know  of  can  sus- 
tain   the  spirit   quite   as    well   as   laughs So,    the   aforementioned 

series  of  shorts  are  aimed  at  evoking  laughter,  and  plenty  of  it 

Not  a  stroke  of  an  animator's  pen,  nor  the  click  of  a  camera,  is  being 
taken  by  Famous  Studios,  anent  the  Paramount  subjects,  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than   humor "Little  Lulu,"  comedy  sensation   of  the 

SatevepOSt,    is    right    now    being    groomed    as    a    comedy    sensation    of 

Filmland Phil  M.  this  -week  had  occasion,  in  company  with  Sam 

Buchwald  himself,  general  manager  of  Famous  Studios,  to  personally 
witness    the   screen-metamorphosis    of   "Little    Lulu,"   via    preparatory 

stories,  sketches,  and  gags This  gal,  brain  child  of  Marge    (who 

lives  on  a  farm  not  far  from  Philadelphia,  and  has  some  sort  of  ct 
diacritical  mark  over  the  last  letter  of  her  name),  will  be,  we  un- 
reservedly  predict,  America's  animated  sweetheart Brother  Dic- 
tionary   Webster  defines  animation   as  "slate  of  being  lively,   brisk,  or 

full  of  spirit   and  vigor" Little  Lulu  is  all  thai  at   the  hands  of 

Buchwald  &  Co A  lulu,  verily! 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  AS  for  Popeye.  his  1943  vehicles  are  certain  to  put  more 
"spinach"  into  theater  tills  than  will  go  down  his  own  gluttonous  gul- 
let  The  famous  vegetarian  strongman-sailor,  under  Famous  aegis, 

is  going  to  be  taken  in  one  cartoon  to  Good  Neighbor  Brazil,  where  by 

the  way,  his  popularity  bulges  like  that  nation's  eastern  coastline 

Another  aside  is  that  this  is  Popeye's  11th  year  as  a  movie  star 

And  11  is  a  lucky  number,  whether  you  roll  the  bones,  or  you  don't, — 
and  who  doesn't? Where  Popeye  is  favored  by  fortune  (as  show- 
men will  be  with  his  upcoming  string  of  shorts)  is  that  1943-44  finds 
him  freed  from  black-and-white,  with  self  and  settings  prescribed  by  the 

greatest  of  all  pigment  physicians.  Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus Popeye 

in  the  last  decade  has  grossed  $5,000,000 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  FINALLY,  but  by  no  means  least,  we  turn  to  the  Novel- 
toons  series,  which  rounds  out  the  Famous  stint  for  Papa  Paramount. 

Beloved    characters  such   as  "Raggedy   Ann"   and   "Hunky   and 

Spunky"  will  appear  therein,  along  with   all  sorts  of  new  and  novel 

"faces" Ideas  are  legion  for  these  subjects  o'er  in  the  Buchwald 

arsenal Personnel  of   the  plant  will  shortly   hit   the  more'n  200 

mark No  report  of  present  and  future  Famous  activities  would 

be  complete  without  mention  of  the  forward  glances  which  the  or- 
ganization is  giving  to  non-theatrical  pix,  entirely  out  of  competition 
with  the  commercial  ones  fashioned  for  our  own  exhibition  field 

▼           T           T 
e      •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


DATE  BOOK 


June  9-10:  Theater  Owners  of  Oklahoma  annual 
convention,  Oklahoma  City. 

June  10:  National  War  Conference,  Institute 
for  Advancement  of  Visual  Education,  Me- 
dinah   Club,    Chicago. 

June  13:  Monogram  West  Coast  regional  sales 
meeting,  San  Francisco. 

June  14-18:  American  Federation  of  Musicians' 
annual    convention,   Columbus,   O. 


June  15:     Paramount 
home   office. 


stockholders'       meeting, 


June  15-17:  Universal  sales  meeting,  Black- 
stone   Hotel,   Chicago. 

June  18-20:  PRC  national  convention  of  fran- 
chise holders,  'President  Hotel,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

June  25:  Universal  stockholders  special  meeting, 
Wilmington,    Dei. 

June  29-July  1 :  New  Jersey  Allied  annual 
meeting,   Hollywood   Hotel,  West  End,  N.  J. 

June  29-July  I:  "Showmem-at^War"  Confer- 
ence, Allied  of  New  Jersey  (with  Allied 
Eastern  regional  units  participating),  Hotel 
Hollywood,   West   End,   N.  J. 

June  30:  20th-Fox  Home  Office  Family  Club 
outing,  Bear  Mountain  Park. 

July  1-3:  Warners  regional  sales  meeting,  New 
York. 

July  6-10:  Warners  regional  sales  meeting, 
Chicago. 

July  12-14:  RKO  Radio  sales  meeting,  Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

July  14-17:  Paramount  semi-annual  sales  meet- 
ing,  Hotel   Pierre. 

July  15-17:  Warners  regional  sales  meeting, 
San     Francisco. 


OPA  Edicts  May  Force  N.E. 
Small  Town  Houses  to  Fold 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

driving  are  having  drastic  effects  on 
theater  business  except  in  first-runs 
in  key  cities. 

In  the  smaller  towns  of  the  ter- 
ritory, it  is  reported,  grosses  have 
dropped  to  new  lows  regardless  of 
the  pictures  being  shown.  It  is 
quite  likely  that  many  small  town 
theaters  in  the  area  will  close  until 
the  gasoline  situation  adjusts  itself 
or  until  Fall. 


New  Haven — Reduced  bus  service, 
on  top  of  the  pleasure  driving  ban 
and  a  sizzling  heat  wave,  put  a  real 
dent  in  business  this  week. 


IVKB/V  Newscasts  in 
Youngstown  Houses 

Youngstown,  O.  —  Patrons  of 
Youngstown's  first-run  theaters  — 
Palace,  Paramount,  and  Warner — 
now  hear  news  broadcasts  at  every 
evening  performance  from  WKBN. 
Special  leased  wires  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  three  houses  to  furnish 
this  service,  "to  sustain  morale  of 
war  workers  on  the  home  front — 
who  work  to  sustain  the  men  on  the 
battle  front,"  according  to  the  sta- 
tion's announcement. 
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Warners  to  Simplify 
Its  Capitalization 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

dons  scheduled,  but  no  official  state- 
ment is  available  yet. 

Delay  in  issuing  of  the  company's 
latest  quarterly  financial  report, 
usually  announced  around  the  end 
of  May,  is  linked  with  the  develop- 
ments   now    under   way. 

Warners'  preferred  yesterday 
went  up  1%  points  to  reach  an  all- 
time  high  at  8478,  while  the  common 
went  up  one  point  to  15. 

Ask  Tex.  Exhibs.  to  Take 
Interest  in  Politics 

Dallas  —  All  exhibitors  should 
take  an  interest  in  politics,  it  was 
declared  by  Frank  Strickland,  indus- 
try public  relations  representative, 
told  the  fourth  regional  meeting  of 
the  Texas  Theater  Owners,  Inc.,  at 
the  Hotel  Adolphus.  Strickland  de- 
scribed politics  as  the  operating  base 
of  democracy.  He  said  the  latest  ses- 
sion of  the  Texas  legislature  was 
the  most  satisfactory  to  exhibitors, 
five  bills  affecting  the  industry  hav- 
ing been  introduced  but  none  getting 
beyond  committees. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  there 
were  too  many  war  pictures  but  that 
an  obligation  rested  with  exhibitors 
to  use  the  Government  shorts.  Kuy- 
kendall asserted  that  there  appeared 
to  be  no  unity  in  the  trade  and  that 
the  possibility  of  unity  was  slight. 

Other  speakers  at  the  meeting  and 
at  the  Variety  Club  luncheon  were 
Francis  Harmon,  WAC  executive 
vice-chairman,  Henry  Reeve,  Claude 
Ezell,  Wallace  Walthall,  Federal 
Judge  Atwell  and  Sheriff  Schmid. 
Bob  O'Donnell,  national  chief  bar- 
ker, received  an  ovation  and  a  pledge 
for  further  services  in  the  copper 
collection  project  for  the  war  ef- 
fort. O'Donnell  reported  on  the  re- 
sults of  his  nation-wide  tour  in  the 
interest  of  the  copper  salvage  cam- 
paign. 

Correction 

U.  S.  Steel's  preview  luncheon  for 
"To  Each  Other"  is  set  for  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria next  Wednesday. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Sergt.  Murray  Kaplan,  member  of 
Warners'  New  York  exchange  be- 
fore going  into  the  Army,  and  Mil- 
dred Greller,  also  of  Warner's  met- 
ropolitan branch,  will  be  married 
here  June  20.  Kaplan  is  a  brother 
I  of  Martha  Kaplan,  secretary  to  Ar- 
I  thus  Sachson,  assistant  general 
sales  manager. 


Albany — Marty  Winters,  Warner 
zone  auditor  in  Philadelphia  and  re- 
cently in  the  contact  department 
here,  was  married  here  to  the  for- 
mer Frances  Livitz  of  Albany. 


HOLLYWOOD  OIOEST 


SIGNED 

FRANK    SINATRA,    RKO. 
S.   Z.    SAKALL,    termer,   Warners. 
LEWIS    R.    FOSTER,    writer,    Arnold    Pressburger. 
DICK     POWELL,     for    "Meet    the    People,"     by 
Metro. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

FRANK  SINATRA,    MICHELE   MORCAN,    "Higher 

and   Higher,"    RKO. 
PRETON     SlURCES,    writer-director,     "Hail     the 

Conquering    Hero,"    Paramount. 
FRANK    GRUBtR,    story    and    script,    "The    Fat 

Man,"     Warners. 

CASTINGS 

GEORGE  RAFT,  SID  SILVERS,  "The  Toughest 
Guy  in  Heaven"  (temp,  title),  Universal;  HENRY 
WILCOXON,  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,"  Para- 
mount; LEON  AMES,  "Iron  Major,"  RKO;  BERT 
LAHR,  BETTY  JAYNES,  "Meet  the  People," 
Metro;  FRED  BRADY,  "America,"  Metro;  EILEEN 


PRINGLE,  MATT  MOORE,  "Happy  Land,"  20th- 
Fox;  JAMES  MILLICAN,  KIRK  ALLYN,  CHARLES 
D.  BROWN,  "Destroyer,"  Columbia;  IAN  KEITH, 
JOHN  TYRRELL,  KENNETH  MacDONALD,  "Cow- 
boy from  Lonesome  River,"  Columbia. 


LOANED 

SONNY  TUFTS,  by  Paramount  to  RKO  for  "Gov- 
ernment Girl." 

MAUREEN    O'HARA,    by    RKO    to    Paramount. 

FRANCES  GLADWIN,  by  20th-Fox  to  PRC-Neu- 
feld    for   No.   6    "Billy   the   Kid." 


DEALS  CLOSED 

CHARLES  K.  FELDMAN,  with  Universal  to  make 
a  George  Raft  starrer,  "The  Toughest  Guy 
in  Heaven"    (temp,  title). 

NEW  TERMERS 

ELIZABETH    TAYLOR,    Metro. 


fail  to  Set  Policy 
On  Film  Labor  Draft 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

definite  policy  affecting  the  film  in- 
dustry was  reached  at  the  confer- 
ence. 

It  was  stated  exemption  action, 
if  any,  is  not  likely  to  be  made  pub- 
lic because  the  Government  would 
open  itself  to  applications  for  exemp- 
tions from  all  so-called  non-essential 
industries. 

Information  from  the  conference 
room  was  that  the  matter  was  re- 
ceiving consideration  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  and  assurance  was 
given  that  the  Government  would 
not   disorganize   the   film    industry. 

Coplan  and  Devaney  are  return- 
ing to  their  Toronto  offices  today 
and  will  report  to  Motion  Picture 
Distributors  Association  of  Canada. 


"Beaming"  of  Tele  Shows 
By  Radio  Links  Forecast 

Development  of  radio  links  to 
permit  the  "beaming"  of  television 
programs  through  the  air  from  city 
to  city,  thus  making  the  nation's 
outstanding  entertainment  and  news 
events  available  for  people  to  see 
in  their  own  homes,  will  be  the  next 
big  job  to  be  tackled  by  television 
"as  soon  as  technicians  and  mate- 
rials are  available  at  the  end  of  the 
war,"  according  to  David  Grimes, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  engi- 
neering for  the  Philco  Corp. 


Para.,  and  Circuits  File 
Denial  in  Murray's  Suit 


Chicago  —  Adcock,  Fink  &  Day, 
counsel  for  Paramount,  B  &  K  and 
Great  States  yesterday  filed  an  an- 
swer in  Federal  Court  here  denying 
any  liability  in  the  $1,000,000  anti- 
trust action  brought  by  Thomas 
Murray.  Suit  will  come  up  for  trial 
in  the  Fall. 


Revere  Exhibs.  Rap 
Police  Dimout  Rule 


Boston — Alleging  unfair  interpre- 
tation of  dimout  rules  as  affecting 
ocean  fiont  theaters  and  amuse- 
ment places  at  Revere  Beach,  The 
Revere  Association  of  that  city,  ad- 
jacent to  Boston,  is  protesting  vigor- 
ously against  ruling  of  Eugene  Hult- 
man,  State  Police  Commissioner, 
directing  that  all  lights  be  blacked 
out. 

Revere  contends  the  ruling  would 
put  out  of  business  amusement 
places  on  the  beach  and  that  the 
ruling  is  directly  adverse  to  that 
recently  announced  by  the  com- 
manding General  of  the  area  who  has 
lessened  restrictions  in  every  other 
part  of  the  State.  Nantasket  and 
surrounding  territory  also  on  the 
shore  are  permitted  some  form  of 
indirect  lighting  and  Revere  mer- 
chants and  theater  men  complied 
with  this  ruling  and  produced  in- 
direct lighting  system  approved  by 
the    Army. 

Boston  downtown  theaters  have 
profited  greatly  as  result  of  even 
partial  lessening  of  restrictions  and 
the  permission  given  to  allow  some 
form  of  indirect  lighting  on  fronts 
and   marquees. 

Suburban  theaters  in  Brookline, 
Allston,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Som- 
erville  and  other  points  nearby  are 
also  doing  top  business  once  again, 
though  gasoline  restriction  has  some- 
what held  their  attendance  down 
during  the  middle  of  the  week. 


Mulvey  to  Handle  Sales 
On  Cagney's  First  for  UA 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — By  arrangement  with 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  James  Mulvey, 
Goldwyn's  Eastern  representative, 
has  been  retained  by  William  Cag- 
ney  to  supervise  foreign  and  domes- 
tic sales  on  "Johnny  Come  Lately" 
which  is  Cagney's  first  independent 
picture   for   United   Artists   release. 

Mulvey  leaves  for  New  York  at 
the  end   of  this  week. 


Lake  Charles  Case 
Affirmed  on  Appeal 


Motion  picture  appeal  board  has 
affirmed  the  award  of  an  arbitrator 
in  the  complaint  brought  by  f  *) 
William  L.  Paternostro,  ownei"  -^j. 
the  Delta  Theater,  near  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  against  Paramount 
and  RKO.  Complainant  had  charged 
that  the  defendants  had  refused  to 
license  her  pictures  unless  she 
agreed  to  allow  60  days  to  elapse 
after  first-run  in  St.  Charles.  She 
further  charged  that  Paramount  had 
sold  her  one  block  of  pictures  but 
had  refused  to  sell  any  of  the  re- 
maining blocks  except  on  terms  cal- 
culated to  defeat  the  purpose  of  Sec- 
tion VI  of  the  consent  decree. 

The  arbitrator  found  that  the  de- 
fendants  had  not,  contrary  to   Sec- 
tion VI,  refused  to  license  pictures 
to  the  Delta.    Mrs.  Paternostro  also 
complained  that  the  Victory^ 
Theater,    opened    two   weeks    before 
the    Delta    in    December,    1941,    had  f 
prior  run  over  the   Delta.      As   the 
appeal   board  sees   it,  complainant's 
chief  concern  was  not  clearance  but 
run,  having  expressed  herself  in  the 
testimony  as  being  satisfied  with  60 
days    after    first-run    provided    the 
Delta  could  play  ahead  of  the  Vic- . 
tory. 

The  board,  having  no  power  un- 
der Section  VI  to  direct  that  one 
theater  be  given  a  run  ahead  of  an- 
other, affirmed  the  arbitrator  who 
had  dismissed  the  complaint. 


Overton,  Tex.,  Theater 
Asks  First-Run  Product 

Claiming  the  right  to  first-run  in 
Overton,  Tex.,  the  Overton  Theater 
has  filed  a  demand  for  arbitration 
in  the  Dallas  tribunal  against  M-G- 
M,  RKO,  20th  Century-Fox  and  Vi- 
tagraph.  Complainant  charged  that 
the  defendants  had  refused  for  three 
months  to  license  their  product  for. 
first-run  in  the  zone  to  the  Overton 
but  had,  instead,  sold  the  pictures 
to  the  Gem,  a  Jefferson  Amusement 
Co.  theater. 

The  Overton  asked  that  the  defen- 
dants be  prohibited  from  licensing 
first-run  product  to  the  Gem  except 
on  separate  contracts  which  shall  not 
be  included  or  conditioned  upon  li- 
censing of  features  to  any  other 
theater. 


"Hatter's  Castle"  in  Spanish 

"Hatter's  Castle,"  Paramount  pic- 
ture produced  by  the  company's 
London  studio,  is  being  prepared  by 
the  foreign  department  for  Latin- 1 
American  distribution  under  the 
title  "El  Castello  del  Odio."  It  is 
scheduled  for  showing  in  Mexico  in 
the   near  future. 


STORKS 


Moe  Iushewitz,  public  relations  di- 
rector of  Local  306,  operators,  has 
become  the  father  of  a  boy. 
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Find  Trade  Shows  Fail  to  Justify  Continuation 


I 


eport  Small  Attendance 
i  Des  Moines,  Dallas 
ortland.  Ore.,  St.  Louis 


■>_,.        (Continued  from  Page  1) 

tended  or  entirely  ignored,  depend- 

g  upon  the  picture.    Exhibitors  of 

ie  territory  pick   their  tradeshows 

as  patrons  pick  their  pictures. 

e.v    exhibitors,    however,    come    in 

oni  surrounding  towns  to  attend 
ie  shows.  Local  circuits  delegate 
leir  managers  to  attend  them  on  a 
itating  system  so  they  may  share 
ie  responsibility  and  the  time. 
here  appears  to  be  no  concerted 
ithusiasm   for   continuance   of   the 

adeshows;  exhibitors  look  upon 
iem  with   indifference. 

Off  Sharply  in  Des  Moines 

Attendance  at  the  Des  Moines 
•aneshows  has  fallen  off  sharply 
>  the  point  where  only  a  handful 
:  exhibitors  show  up.  Screenings 
lere  are  attended  largely  by  cir- 
lit  representatives  and  sometimes 
pen  they  don't  attend.  At  a  sched- 
led  showing  recently  nobody  ap- 
jared.  Out-of-town  exhibitors  are 
ductant  to  attend  and  even  if  in 
nvn  on  business  they  rarely  go  to 

screening.  Although  one  reason 
Ivanced  was  gasoline  rationing,  it 
as  pointed  out  that  this  was  only 

small  factor  inasmuch  as  out-of- 
nvn  exhibitors  have  to  wait  for  the 
ictures  anyway  and,  according  to 
tost  of  them,  they  would  prefer  to 
et  the  trade  paper  reports  instead 
f  depending  on  their  own  personal 
pigment. 

Never   High   in  Dallas 

Reports  from  Dallas  say  that  at- 
mdance  at  tradeshows  has  never 
een  high.  This  is  attributed  to 
ie  fact  that  most  of  the  theaters 
1  this  area  are  circuit-operated, 
ith  few  independently  operated 
ouses.  In  the  Houston  area,  how- 
ver,  there  are  more  independents, 
■nd  tradeshows  there  draw  larger 
rowds.  There  has  not  been  much 
uctuation  in  attendance  since  the 
neenings  under  the  consent  decree 
"•ere   started. 

Marked  Drop  in  Portland 

Tradeshows  in  Portland,  Ore.,  dur- 
ng  the  first  quarter  of  1943  have 
hown  a  marked  decrease  in  at- 
endance.  This  is  said  to  be  due  to 
everal    reasons;    namely,    lack    of 


Perfumed  Sex  Objects 
To  Treasury's  "Cent" 

Portland,  Ore. — The  War  Emerg- 
ency Pennies  are  giving  local  theater 
cashiers  an  additional  headache. 
These  zinc-coated  coins,  they  assert, 
are  confusing  because  of  their  color, 
bearing  too  close  a  resemblance  to 
dimes  in  finish.  Femme  cashiers, 
well-qualified  to  discuss  hues  of  coin- 
age or  anything  else,  hope  some  wiz- 
ard will  creat  a  "brunette"  penny  to 
solve  the   problem  of  similarity. 


Cotitt.  Allied  Drops  Regular  Meets  Because 

Of  Gasoline  Shortage  and  Manpower  Problem 

New  Haven — Allied  Theater  Owners  of  Connecticut  will  suspend  regular 
meetings  because  of  the  gasoline  and  manpower  shortage,  which  keeps  theater- 
men  at  their  houses  more  than  ever  before,  reports  Maxwell  Alderman,  secre- 
tary. Meetings  will  be  called  especially  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  Dr. 
J.  B.  Fishman,  while  constant  mail  communication  with  members  will  meantime 
be  maintained  on  all  important  matters. 


Republic  to  Use  Radio 
For  Roy  Rogers  Campaign 

Republic  will  launch  its  first  co- 
ordinated national  spot  radio  cam- 
paign June  15,  with  59  stations  thus 
far  lined  up  and  perhaps  as  many 
more  slated  to  be  used.  Campaign 
will  differ  from  the  usual  pic  air 
setup  in  that  instead  of  plugging  a 
pic,  it  will  promote  a  star,  Roy 
Rogers.  Spots  will  be  live,  will  run 
about  a  month  and  will  cost  Repub- 
lic  around   $20,000. 

In  the  past,  Republic  participated 
in  radio  advertising  only  in  co-op- 
eration with  local  exhibitors,  but 
never  as  a  project  from  the  home 
office.  In  planning  this  advertising- 
campaign  around  the  star  of  fea- 
ture pictures,  Republic  now  is  try- 
ing out  a  new  merchandising  policy. 
Explained  that  the  long  lapses  of 
time  between  showings  among  first, 
second  and  third-runs  often  bring 
pictures  to  towns  long  after  the  ef- 
fect of  advertising  has  been  dissi- 
pated with  result  that  the  plugging 
had  gone  for  naught.  Inasmuch 
as  Roy  Rogers  averages  eight  pic- 
tures a  year  for  Republic,  sponsor 
reasoned  that  at  least  one  would  be 
in  the  environs  of  the  advertising 
so  that  there  would  be  less  waste 
of  effort  and  more  returns  on  invest- 
ments. 

Donahue  &  Coe  service  the  Repub- 
lic  account. 

house  personnel,  increased  war  ac- 
tivities for  exhibitors,  gas  rationing 
and,  perhaps,  indifference.  Exhibi- 
tors located  100  miles  from  Port- 
land are  now  seldom  seen  on  film 
row. 

Few  Attend  in  St.  Louis 

The  situation  is  not  much  better 
in  St.  Louis.  Even  "Mission  to 
Moscow"  drew  only  40  persons  and 
not  many  of  them  were  exhibitors. 
On  some  days  only  eight  or  nine 
persons  show  up.  Opinion  is  that 
nobody  has  the  time  to  sit  in  screen- 
ing rooms  in  these  days  of  war  ac- 
tivities and  manpower  shortage. 
New  England  Likes  'Em 

Exhibitors  in  New  England,  how- 
ever, appear  to  be  convinced  that 
the  tradeshows  have  great  value. 
Almost  every  showman  contacted 
by  this  paper's  staff  correspondent 
in  Boston  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  tradeshows  have  stimulated  in- 
terest to  such  an  extent  that  their 
discontinuance  or  curtailment  would 
be  a  big  mistake.  As  many  as  260 
theater  men  have  attended  a  single 
screening. 


Col.  39-Week  Net  Up 
$90,000  to  $1,032,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

000  than  that  reported  for  the  cor- 
responding span  a  year  ago,  is  the 
difference  between  an  operating 
profit  of  $3,320,000  and  the  provis- 
ion for  Federal  taxes,  including  ex- 
cess profits  taxes,  which  amounted 
to  $2,288,000. 

How  greatly  the  company's  op- 
erating profit  for  the  39  weeks  ended 
March  27,  rocketed  above  the  cor- 
responding span,  which  terminated 
on  March  28  last  year,  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  latter  figure 
was  $1,590,000.  Provision  for  Fed- 
eral taxes,  including  excess  profits 
taxes,  at  the  end  of  the  39  weeks 
a  year  ago  was  only  $648,000. 

If  the  remaining  13  weeks  of  Co- 
lumbia's fiscal  year  hold  firm  the 
average  for  the  first  39  weeks,  com- 
pany would  net  approximately  $1,- 
323,000. 


Albany  Variety  Club 
Underwrites  Health  Camp 


Albany  —  Albany  Variety  tent 
netted  more  than  $1,500  through 
the  Latin  Quarter  revue  at  Fabian's 
Palace  last  week.  Proceeds  are  to 
be  used  to  help  pay  off  the  debt  in- 
curred in  refurbishing  the  K  of  C. 
home  for  use  as  a  Variety  Club  Can- 
teen. 

The  Variety  Club  also  has  voted 
to  underwrite  expenses  for  the  Al- 
bany Boys  Club  health  camp,  which 
had  announced  its  inability  to  op- 
erate. The  crew  is  to  build  a  dor- 
mitory, new  kitchen  facilities,  base- 
ball diamonds  and  a  swimming  dock 
next  year,  according  to  C.  P.  Latta, 
chief  barker. 


To  Attend  PRC  Sales  Meet 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Leon  Fromkess,  in 
charge  of  PRC  production;  Sam 
Decker,  Los  Angeles  branch  man- 
ager and  Armand  Cohen,  San  Fran- 
cisco exchange  manager,  will  leave 
town  June  16  for  Kansas  City  to 
attend  the  company's  annual  sales 
convention  at  the  President  Hotel, 
June   18-20. 


Sol  Edwards  to  Boston 

Boston  —  Sol  Edwards,  who  has 
been  located  in  Chicago  with  20th 
Century-Fox,  comes  to  Boston  to 
take  the  position  vacated  by  Ben 
Abrams  as  city  sales  manager  at 
the  local  Warner  exchange. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  ARMY  * 

TED   ROSEN,  son  of  Leo  Rosen,  Strand  manager, 
Albany. 

*  WAVES  * 

BERNICE  ROBB,  Warner-Saxe  circuit,  Milwaukee. 
I  SAB  ELL  E   CANE,    UA   contract   department. 

Lack  of  Merchandise 
Cuts  Theater  Tieups 

A  shortage  of  merchandise  and  a 
lack  of  help  to  change  window  dis- 
plays has  resulted  in  another  hurdle 
in  the  paths  of  exhibitors  planning 
exploitation  tieups  with  local  mer- 
chants. Formerly,  retailers  wel- 
comed occasional  tieups  with  the- 
aters but  their  interest  has  waned 
recently  to  a  point  where  now  some 
require  that  any  theater  display 
material  remain  in  windows  for  two 
months — much  too  long  to  be  of 
service  to  the  exhib. — and  many  will 
not  even  consider  a  window  tieup. 


Stage  and  Screen 

If  you  see  your  favorite  theater 
manager,  equipment  man  or  editor 
poring  intently  over  a  bulky  vol- 
ume neatly  done  in  white  cover, 
is  is  more  than  likely  that  he  is 
indulging  in  his  favorite  business 
and  pleasure  of  going  through  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  edition  of 
the  Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures 
published  by  Film  Daily.  The  text 
this  year  is  marked  by  a  great  many 
new  and  up-to-the-minute  features, 
it  has  reviews  and  comment  and 
factual  summaries  in  one  of  the 
most  complete  assemblies  of  needed 
information  in  the  amusement  field 
that  has  ever  been  undertaken.  Even 
in  the  face  of  wartime  restrictions, 
the  volume  is  one  that  no  person 
in,  or  interested  in  show  business 
can  be  without.  Typographically 
and  as  to  layout  it  is  a  beautifully 
done  job. 

Reprinted  from   the 

Evening    World-Herald 

Omaha,  Nebraska 
June    2,    1943 


Get  Your  Copy  of 

The  1943 
Film  Year  Book 

Today! 

It's  free  with  a  year's  subscription 
to 

THE   FILM   DAILY 

1501  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  CITY 


14 


w 


DAILY 


Thursday,  June  10,  194 


#  ik  R€VI€UIS  Of  THC  MW  FILH1S  .V  A 


"The  Kansan' ' 

with  Richard  Dix,  Jane  Wyatt 
UA  79  Mins. 

WESTERN  IS  MASTERPIECE  OF  AC- 
TION; EXCITEMENT  IS  STRONG  FACTOR 
IN  MAKING  FILM  A  HIT. 

In  "The  Kansan"  Harry  Sherman  has  de- 
livered another  generous  and  juicy  hunk 
of  western  entertainment.  He  has  taken 
plenty  of  pains  to  give  horse  opera  fans  a 
world  of  reason  to  cheer.  His  latest  offering 
is  right  off  the  top  shelf  in  every  respect. 

George  Archainbaud,  who  directed,  and 
Harold  Shumate,  who  did  the  screenplay 
from  a  book  by  Frank  Gruber,  have  con- 
cocted between  them  a  western  which 
seethes  with  fury.  They  have  overlooked 
nothing  to  make  "The  Kansan"  a  master- 
piece of  action.  The  picture  is  an  explosive 
affair  that  advances  from  one  moment  of 
high  action  to  another,  never  allowing  the 
interest  to  slip  for  a  moment  in  the  transi- 
tion. The  excitement  and  commotion  in 
this  film  are  enough  to  supply  the  needs  of 
a  couple  of  ordinary  westerns.  The  heroics 
are  on  a  grand  scale,  and  western  fans  are 
certain  to  react  to  them  in  a  manner  that 
will  bring  a  glow  to  the  exhibitor's  cheek. 

The  action  in  "The  Kansan"  takes  place 
in  1870  in  a  Kansas  frontier  community 
which  is  owned  practically  lock,  stock  and 
barrel  by  the  town  banker  (Albert  Dekker), 
who  will  brook  no  interference  with  his  de- 
termination to  increase  his  power.  The 
fellow  backs  the  evil  element  to  keep  the 
citizenry  in  a  constant  state  of  terror  and 
thereby  advance  his  own  interests. 

Into  the  picture  rides  Richard  Dix,  who  is 
on  his  way  to  Oregon.  Dix's  fearlessness  in- 
spires the  people  to  elect  him  marshal 
against  his  will.  He  is  determined  to  move 
on  until  he  meets  Jane  Wyatt,  with  whom 
he  proceeds  to  fall  in  love.  Immediately 
Dix  sets  out  to  investigate  the  strange 
power  exercised  by  Dekker.  What  he  finds 
out  makes  him  determined  to  win  the  people 
back  their  rights.  For  a  time  he  also  has 
to  contend  with  Victor  Jory,  Dekker's 
brother,  who  is  Dix's  love  rival.  Jory  event- 
ually does  an  about-face  and  helps  Dix 
achieve  his  purpose  at  the  price  of  his  own 
life.  Dekker  and  his  stoooges  are  over- 
thrown in  a  tremendously  exciting  climax. 

Jory  and  Miss  Wyatt  are  the  best  of 
the  players.  Dix  is  a  bit  too  stiff  in  his 
part.  Dekker  plays  the  top  villain  in  per- 
functory manner.  Topping  the  other  players 
are  Eugene  Pallette,  Robert  Armstrong, 
Francis  McDonald. 

Lewis  Rachmil  is  down  as  associate  pro- 
ducer. The  camera  work  of  Russell  Harlan 
is  aces. 

CAST:  Richard  Dix,  Jane  Wyatt,  Victor 
Jory,  Albert  Dekker,  Eugene  Pallette,  Rob- 
ert Armstrong,  Francis  McDonald,  Clem 
Bevans. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Lewis  Rachmil;  Screen- 
play, Harold  Shumate;  Based  on  book  by 
Frank   Gruber;   Cameraman,   Russell   Harlan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Release  "Malta"  Short  Today 

"Message  from  Malta,"  one-reel 
record  of  the  people  of  Malta  under 
bombardment,  will  be  nationally  re- 
leased by  the  OWI  today,  with  the 
WAC  handling  the  distribution.  The 
short  was  made  by  the  British  Min- 
istry  of   Information. 


"Hitler's  Hangman" 

with   Patricia   Morison,  John   Carradine, 

Alan  Curtis 

M-G-M  84  Mins. 

TRAGIC  STORY  OF  LIDICE  IS  TOLD 
WITH  ONLY  FAIR  SUCCESS  IN  THIS 
INDEPENDENT  PRODUCTION. 

The  story  of  Lidice,  the  Czechoslovakian 
town  destroyed  by  the  Nazis  in  punishment 
for  the  assassination  of  the  bestial  Heydrich, 
popularly  known  as  The  Hangman,  deserves 
better  treatment  than  it  gets  in  this  produc- 
tion, an  independent  effort  by  Seymour 
Nebenzal,  who  has  allowed  emphasis  on 
melodrama  to  rob  the  film  of  much  of  its 
dramatic  power  and  to  limit  its  effectiveness. 
Inept  handling  of  the  subject  results  in 
a  commonplace  offering  which  lacks  the  pro- 
found moving  quality  it  should  have  pos- 
sessed. Only  now  and  again  does  this  un- 
even film  really  grip  the  emotions  and  touch 
the  heart  deeply. 

Despite  its  faults  the  picture  has  the 
merit  of  recording  the  cause  of  a  heroic 
people  who  were  willing  to  forfeit  their 
lives  in  their  zeal  to  escape  slavery  under 
the  Nazi  yoke.  It  is  a  message  that  can- 
not be  repeated  often  enough,  even  though 
the  medium  be  not  of  the  best.  Whatever 
else  may  be  said  of  "Hitler's  Hangman"  one 
thing  is  certain:  the  film  will  strengthen 
the  determination  to  destroy  Hitler  and 
everything  he  stands  for. 

The  film's  primary  advantage  lies  in  the 
exploitable  factors  which  comprise  it.  The 
title  should  help  the  exhibitor  considerably 
in  selling  the  production  to  the  public. 

Alan  Curtis  plays  a  native  of  Lidice  who 
encourages  the  people  to  fight  the  Nazis 
with  the  only  weapon  available  to  them — 
sabotage.  The  slaying  of  Heydrich  is  part 
of  this  campaign  of  terror  against  the 
enemy.  Cast  opposite  him  for  romantic 
purposes  is  Patricia  Morison,  pretty  in  a 
cut-and-dried  role.  Portraying  Heydrich  is 
John  Carradine,  who  runs  away  with  the 
acting  honors  in  a  showy  part.  Others  in 
key  roles  are  Ralph  Morgan,  Howard  Free- 
man, Ludwig  Stossel,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Blanche 
Yurka.  Jimmy  Conlin,  Jorja  Rollins.  Al 
Shean  stands  out  in  a  bit  as  a  priest  slain 
by  the  Nazis. 

The  direction  of  Douglas  Sirk  fails  to 
realize  the  full  potentialities  of  the  story. 
Peretz  Hirshbein,  Melvin  Levy  and  Doris 
Malloy  conceived  the  screenplay  from  an 
original  by  Emil  Ludwig  and  Albrecht  Joseph 
"suggested"  by  Bart  Lytton's  "Hangman's 
Village." 

Verses  from  the  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay 
poem  "The  Murder  of  Lidice"  are  used  in 
commentary  fashion  to  point  up  the  courage 
of  the  people  of  that  tragic  village. 

CAST:  Patricia  Morison,  John  Carradine, 
Alan  Curtis,  Ralph  Morgan,  Howard  Free- 
man, Ludwig  Stossel,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Jimmy 
Conlin,  Blanche  Yurka,  Jorja  Rollins,  Al 
Shean,  Elizabeth  Russel,  Victor  Kilian,  Jo- 
hanna Hofer,  Wolfgang  Zilzer,  Tully  Mar- 
shall. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Seymour  Nebenzal; 
Associate  Producer,  Rudolph  Joseph;  Direc- 
tor, Douglas  Sirk;  Screenplay,  Peretz  Hirsh- 
bein, Melvin  Levy,  Doris  Malloy;  Based  on 
story  by  Emil  Ludwig,  Albrecht  Joseph; 
Suggested  by  story  by  Bart  Lytton;  Camera- 
man, Jack  Greenhalgh;  Art  Directors,  Fred 
Preble,  Edward  Widens;  Film  Editor,  Dan 
Milner;  Musical  Score,  Karl  Hajos. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


"Border  Patrol" 

with  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Jay  Kirby 
UA  66  Mins. 

SUSPENSE  AND  EXCITING  PACE  HAVE 
BEEN  WELL  SUSTAINED  IN  THIS  HOPA- 
LONG  CASSIDY  FILM. 

The  hot  pace  and  excitement  are  such  as 
to  bring  plenty  of  happiness  to  western  fans 
who  see  "Border  Patrol,"  another  of  the 
Hopalong  Cassidy  series  put  out  by  Harry 
Sherman.  Again  the  film  teams  William 
Boyd,  Andy  Clyde  and  Jay  Kirby  in  the  in- 
terests of  justice,  and  the  trio  carries  on 
to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  admirers 
of  the  Cassidy  films. 

This  time  Boyd  and  his  pals,  Texas  Rang- 
ers, concern  themselves  with  bringing  to 
justice  a  silver  mine  owner  who  uses  Mex- 
icans as  slave  labor  under  threat  of  death. 
Boyd  sets  out  on  his  investigation  of  the 
situation  when  he  learns  of  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  a  number  of  Mexicans 
who  have  come  across  the  border  to  work  in 
a  certain  silver  mine. 

In  the  course  of  their  snooping  the  three 
men  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  mine  owner, 
who  doesn't  like  intruders.  Our  heroes  are 
tried  on  phony  charges,  with  the  mine* owner 
sitting  as  judge.  The  trial  is  a  travesty 
on  justice.  Naturally  Boyd,  Clyde  and 
Kirby  are  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
hang.  They  cheat  the  noose  when  a  Mex- 
ican gal  helps  them  to  make  a  getaway. 
The  villains  are  brought  to  boot  in  a  blood- 
and-thunder  finale. 

Boyd,  Clyde  and  Kirby  are  helped  by 
a  cast  that  includes  Claudia  Drake,  Rus- 
sell Simpson  and  Duncan   Renaldo. 

Sherman  had  as  his  associate  producer 
Lewis  Rachmil.  Lesley  Selander's  direction 
speeds  the  film  along  at  express  pace. 
Michael  Wilson's  screenplay  is  packed  with 
elements  of  action.  Russell  Harlan's  photog- 
raphy helps  matters  a  lot. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Jay 
Kirby,  Claudia  Drake,  Russell  Simpson,  Dun- 
can Renaldo,  George  Reeves,  Cliff  Parkin- 
son. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  Asso- 
ciate Producer,  Lewis  Rachmil;  Director, 
Lesley  Selander;  Screenplay,  Michael  Wil- 
son; Cameraman,  Russell  Harlan;  Art  Di- 
rector, Ralph  Berger;  Fim  Editor,  Sherman 
A.  Rose;  Musical  Director,  Irving  Talbot. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Merrier's"  Added  Time 
Setting  Columbia  Mark 

Running  far  ahead  of  any  produc- 
tion in  Columbia's  history,  "The 
More  the  Merrier"  enters  its  fifth 
week  today  at  New  York's  Music 
Hall,  as  well  as  in  San  Francisco, 
Atlanta,  Pittsburgh  and  Oakland.  In 
addition,  the  comedy  is  now  in  its 
fourth  week  in  Hartford,  Philadel- 
phia, Salt  Lake  City  and  Los  An- 
geles; in  its  third  week  in  San  Diego, 
Springfield,  Mass.,  Washington,  D. 
C,  Seattle,  Milwaukee  and  Cleve- 
land, and  has  chalked  up  new  hold- 
overs in  Birmingham,  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Wilmington. 

Lee  Levy  Recuperating 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Manager  Lee 
Levy  of  the  Arcadia  is  recuperating 
from  a  heart  attack  which  he  suffered 
at  the  theater. 


*  SHORTS* 

/o    c 

=====  =JAPPI  . 


"Tom  Thumb  in  Person" 
Universal  9  min 

Okay 

The  chief  interest  here  centers  i 
Baron  Nowak,  said  to  be  the  world 
smallest  man.  The  midget  is  give 
a  chance  to  display  his  talents.  Th, 
remainder  of  the  footage  is  give 
over  to  a  fellow  who  operates  a  hos 
pital  for  photographs,  another  wh ' 
makes  candles  for  religious  occe 
sions,  a  third  who  carves  realisti 
ship  models,  and  engineers  cleai 
ing  the  snow  from  the  road  leadin 
to  Mt.  Lassen,  Calif. 


"The  Dizzy  Acrobat" 

Universal  7  min; , 

Passable 

Woody    Woodpecker's    latest    ac 
venture   has  to  do  with  his  effort 
to  crash  the  gate  at  the  circus.    Th 
fellow  uses  every  trick  to  fool  th 
attendants.    How  he  manages  to  se  i 
the  show  and  even  take  part  in  it  i! 
pictured  in  Technicolor  with  a  fai 
show  of  humor.      The  kids  will  b  \ 
pleased  with  the  cartoon. 

Winners  Are  Announced 
In  "Hitler"  Campaign 

In  the  "Hitler's  Children"  contes 
conducted  among  RKO  Theate 
managers  in  the  Metropolitan  Ne% 
York  area,  Edward  L.  Alperson,  gen 
eral  manager  of  RKO  Theaters,  an 
nounced  yesterday  that  the  Loui 
Goldberg  division  had  won  firs 
prize,  $500  in  War  Bonds,  and  tha 
Barney  Feingold  of  this  same  divis 
ion  had  won  first  award  among  the 
ater  managers,  $250  in  bonds.  Fo 
the  showmanship  campaign  accordec 
the  showing  of  the  picture  at  hir 
theater,  the  RKO  Alden,  Jamaica  | 
Feingold  was  awarded  an  additiona 
$100. 

The  H.  R.  Emde  division  rated  sec 
ond  prize,  $300  in  War  Bonds,  anc 
the  Charles  B.  McDonald  division 
third,  $200  in  Bonds.  These  Bonds 
and  those  won  by  Goldberg's  win 
ning  division  were  divided  amonj 
the  first  four  managers  in  eacl 
group  as  follows: — Winning  divis 
ion — Barney  Feingold,  Alden,  ^ 
maica,  $250  plus  $100  for  showman 
ship;  Maxwell  Levine,  Orpheum 
$150;  Joseph  Fellman,  Republic,  $75 
and  Raymond  F.  Hodgdon,  Bushwick 
$25.  Emde  division — Irving  Gold 
Chester,  $150;  Samuel  Rydell,  Frank-, 
lin,  $75;  Jerome  Baker,  Capitol 
Union  City,  $50;  and  Max  Mink 
Fordham,  $25.  McDonald  divisior 
—Herbert  Heintz,  Alhambra,  $100  i 
Sam  Taub,  Regent,  $50;  Ray  Con- 
ners,  Palace,  $25  and  Rodney  White 
125th   Street,   $25. 

Allen  Nixes  $12,500  Week 

Chicago — Fred  Allen  is  reportec 
to  have  nixed  a  $12,500  offer  for  s 
week  at  the  B  &  K  Chicago. 


lursday,  June  10,  1943 


THE 


DAILY 


15 


love  to  Intervene 
i  Crescent  Action 


mtinued  from  Page  1  I 

m  earlier  by  Lyric  Amusement  Co. 

May  18. 
ff.  M.  Hobbs,  Elizabethton  (Ky.), 
hi  f  50  per  cent  of  the  stock  in 
m^-vy  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  is 
?king  an  order  of  the  court  per- 
tting-  him  to  intervene  in  this  case 

the  grounds  that  the  decree  here- 
'ore  entered  adversely  affects  his 
ancial  interests  and  he  is  not  a 
rty  to  the  case.  This  corporation 
erates  one  theater  in  Elizabeth- 
i  of  which  Hobbs  is  manager.  In 
ler  to  better  accommodate  sol- 
rs  from  Fort  Knox   (Ky.)   a  new 

:  ter  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $100,- 
).  Hobbs  claims  that  he  is  cer- 
n  to  suffer  heavy  financial  loss  if 
ekwood  Amusement  Co.  is  com- 
iled  to  sell  the  remaining  50  per 
at  since  there  is  still  a  considerable 
i.ebtedness  against  the  new  build- 


'A.    similar    petition    was    filed    by 

B.  Katie  L.  Rhulander,  Law- 
iceburg  (Tenn.),  owner  of  50  per 
it  of  Lawrenceburg  Theater,  Inc. 
s.  Rhulander,  now  70  years  of  age, 
k  no  one  to  take  over  any  part  of 
j  theater's  operations  and  seeks  to 
ain  relations  with  Rockwood 
lusement   Co.,   owners    of   50   per 

•  it  of  the  stock. 

teoth  petitions  ask  the  court  to 
ooint  a  master  to  conduct  a  hear- 
•  on  their  petitions. 
\lthough  the  20  days  alloted  by 
Ige  Davies  has  passed,  Federal 
jnsel  Robert  L.  Wright  has  made 
reply  to  the  petition  for  interven- 
-l  in  behalf  of  Lyric  Amusement 


illmer  Co.  Wins  Action 
ver  Youngstown  Theater 


'oungstown — Judge  Erskine  Mai- 
,  Jr.,  terminated  the  recent  and 
:erly  contested  suit,  stake  in 
ich  was  right  to  operate  the  local 
ace  Theater  beginning  Aug.  1, 
ruling  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
.  Dallmer  Co.,  headed  by  Attor- 
-  Gerald  F.  Hammond.  Latter's 
n  brought  the  action  against  the 
olic  Square  Theater  Co.,  present 
der  of  the  lease. 

'he  Palace  is  owned  by  the  Palace 
ilty  Co.,  which  gave  a  lease  to 
lmer,  but  mortgagee-in-posses- 
i.  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
.  gave  a  lease  to  the  Public 
•are  Co. 


■ 


BACK  IN  CIVVIES 

Honorably  Discharged 


AN     ADAMS,     from     the     Navy     to     fourth 
booker,    Universal,    Dallas. 

GINSBERC,    former    United    Artists    sales- 
man,    New     Haven,     from     the    Army. 


HOLLYWOOD   SPEAKING 


By  RALPH  WILK 


—HOLLYWOOD 
HRESTON  STURGES'  next  picture  will  be 
'  "Hail  the  Conquering  Hero,"  his  own 
story  idea,  with  Eddie  Bracken  as  star,  it 
was  announced  yesterday  by  B.  G.  De  Sylva, 
Paramount  executive  producer.  Sturges  now 
is  working  on  the  screenplay  and  plans  to 
start  the  film  within  the  next  month. 
Bracken  was  co-starred  with  Betty  Hutton 
in  Sturges'  "The  Miracle  of  Morgan's 
Creek,"    soon    to   be   released. 

•  • 
nRODUCER-DIRECTOR  Leo  McCarey  will 
'  line-up  several  well-known  major  league 
ballplayers  for  appearance  in  "The  Padre," 
the  musical  starring  Bing  Crosby  in  the 
role  of  a  song-writing  priest  which  McCarey 
will  make  for  Paramount. 

•  • 
ELIZABETH  TAYLOR,  13-year-old  actress, 
"™  has  been  signed  to  a  new  contract  by 
Metro.  Now  appearing  in  "The  White  Cliffs 
of  Dover,"  starring  Irene  Dunne,  she  re- 
cently finished  work  in  "Lassie  Come  Home," 
in  which  she  played  with  Roddy   McDowall. 

•  • 

A  CAVALCADE  of  the  types  of  stage 
**  dancing  from  the  days  of  the  Irish  clog 
on  down  will  be  one  of  the  themes  in  a 
story  which  Director  Eddie  Buzzed  is  now 
rounding  out  as  a  possible  next  directorial 
assignment  at  M-G-M. 

•  • 

LJENRY  WILCOXON,  a  "De  Mille  dis- 
'  '  covery"  of  1935,  goes  back  to  work  for 
De    Mille    in    "The    Story    of    Dr.    Wassell." 


The  British  actor,  starred  as  King  Richard, 
The  Lion  Hearted  in  "The  Crusades"  eight 
years  ago,  has  been  signed  to  play  Dr. 
Wayne,  a  missionary  doctor  in  China  who  is 
Gary  Cooper's  rival  for  the  hand  of  Laraine 
Day  in  the  new  Paramount  Technicolor 
picture.  Role  of  Dr.  Wayne  is  based  on 
the  character  of  a  doctor  associated  with 
Dr.  Wassell  in  medical  research  in  China 
before   the   outbreak   of   war. 

•  • 

RICK  POWELL  has  been  signed  by  Metro 
*~  to  play  opposite  Lucille  Ball  in  "Meet 
the  People."  Powell  will  appear  as  a  happy- 
go-lucky  playwright  working  as  a  riveter 
in  a  shipyard. 

•  • 
/"COMPOSER   Ann    Ronell    of   "Count    Me 
^^  In"    fame    now    has    had    250    musical 
compositions  published. 

•  • 

CRED  BRADY,  new  Metro  screen  discovery, 
'  will  have  an  important  role  in  King 
Vidor's  "America."  Brady  made  his  screen 
debut  in  the  musical  short,  "Heavenly 
Music." 

•  O 

rONNY  TUFTS,  star  discovery  of  Mark 
*^  Sandrich's  production,  "So  Proudly  We 
H  3 i I , "  has  been  loaned  to  RKO  to  play  the 
starring  role  opposite  Olivia  De  Havilland 
n  "Government  Girl."  In  return  for  the 
services  of  Tufts,  Paramount  will  be  loaned 
Maureen  O'Hara  for  a  picture  to  be  made 
next  year. 


Para.  District  Heads 
Meet  Here  July  14-17 

(Cojifil  •■  1/  from  Page  1) 

men  will  attend  the  world  premiere 
of  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  at 
the  Rivoli  on  July  14  and  will  dis- 
cuss sales  policies  and  exploitation 
matters  on  this  picture  and  others 
at  the  three-day  meeting  to  follow. 

District  managers  who  will  be 
present    are : 

William  Erbb,  Boston;  M.  S.  Ku- 
sell,  New  York  City;  Harry  Gold- 
stein, Cleveland;  E.  W.  Sweigert, 
Philadelphia;  John  Kirby,  Atlanta; 
Allen  Usher,  Chicago;  R.  C.  LiBeau, 
Kf.nsas  City;  Hugh  Braly,  Denver; 
Del  Goodman,  Los  Angeles;  J.  J. 
Donohue,  Dallas;  Gordon  Lightstone, 
Toronto. 

Field  exploiteers  who  will  be 
present  are: 

Arnold  Van  Leer,  Boston;  Ed  J. 
Wall,  Albany;  Sid  Mesibov,  New 
York  City;  J.  M.  Joice,  Cleveland; 
Charles  C.  Perry,  Cincinnati;  Wm. 
Brooker,  Philadelphia;  James  Le- 
vine,  Pittsburgh;  E.  G.  Fitzgibbon, 
Chicago;  M.  D.  Cohn,  Kansas  City; 
James  Lundy,  Denver;  Ralph  Ra- 
venscroft,  Los  Angeles;  W.  C. 
Lewellen,  Dallas;  James  C.  Furman, 
Atlanta,   and  Win   Barron,   Toronto. 


It's  Now  "Hari-Kari  People" 

Film  Classics  has  acquired  re-is- 
sue rights  to  "Thunder  in  the  East," 
originally  a  UA  release,  and  will 
send  it  out  as  "The  Hari-Kari  Peo- 
ple" after  re-editing  with  added 
Japanese  footage. 


Says  Every  Serviceman 
In  Iceland  Sees  Every  Pic 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — Every  serviceman  in 
Iceland  sees  every  movie  shown 
there,  Chaplain  (Captain)  Peter  E. 
Cullom  reported  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  the  week-end  upon  his  re- 
turn from  two  years  of  service  in 
Iceland. 

"Movies  are  shown  several  times 
each  week  by  the  Special  Service 
Division  of  Army  Service  Forces," 
he   said. 

"The  most  recent  films  are  flown 
in  from  the  United  States,  and  our 
men  frequently  see  pictures  which 
have  not  yet  been  shown  at  home. 
You  can  imagine  how  popular  they 
are  when  I  say  that  every  man  sees 
every   movie    shown." 

Rochesterians  Buy  $700,687 
In  Bonds  at  Jap  Sub  Show 

Rochester — Rochesterians  bought 
$700,687  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps 
here  Tuesday,  according  to  incom- 
plete returns,  when  they  swarmed 
downtown  to  see  the  two-man  Jap 
sub.  Final  figure  is  expected  to  run 
close  to  $900,000. 

Arrangements  for  the  sub's  visit 
were  made  by  Jay  Golden,  chairman 
of  the  theater's  War  Activities  Com- 
mittee. 


OWI  Shorts  Via  20th-Fox 

Twentieth-Fox  will  release  OWI's 
"War    Town"    on    June    24   and    the 
OWI's  "Lift  Your  Heads"  on  July  8. 


Duals  Move  Waiting 
On  Arthur's  Return 


St.  Louis — Revision  of  the  anti- 
duals  plan  of  Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr., 
has  slowed  up  the  movement  to 
abolish  doubles  in  this  area.  As 
originally  conceived,  Arthur's  pro- 
posal was  to  have  gone  into  effect 
on  June  1.  It  is  now  felt  in  exhibi- 
tion circles  here  that  the  elimina- 
tion of  duals  will  not  become  a 
reality  for  some  time  yet,  if  ever. 
Further  action  on  the  revised  plan 
awaits  the  return  of  Arthur  from 
the   East,   probably   next  week. 

According  to  an  announcement  by 
Fred  Wehrenberg,  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Mis- 
souri and  Southern  Illinois,  some 
50  independent  theater  owners  of 
this  city  and  other  parts  of  St. 
Louis  County  have  signed  the  re- 
vised plan,  which  pledges  the  sub- 
sequent-runs to  follow  the  lead  of 
the  first-runs  on  all  films,  with  the 
proviso  that  a  picture  exhibited 
first-run  in  conjunction  with  a  stage 
show  be  considered  by  the  neigh- 
borhood and  suburban  houses  as 
having  been  double-billed  first-runs. 
Those  independents  who  have  not 
signed  the  plan  have  verbally  com- 
mitted themselves  to  go  along  with 
the  others. 

If  adopted,  this  substitute  plan 
would  remain  in  effect  until  six 
months  after  the  end  of  the  war. 
Arthur  had  proposed  that  all  the- 
aters drop  doubles  on  the  same 
date. 

It  appears  that  Loew's  holds  the 
key  to  the  entire  situation.  The  in- 
dependents have  passed  the  buck  to 
the  first-run  houses.  Loew's  has 
two  first-runs,  the  State  and  the 
Orpheum.  Rex  Williams,  resident 
manager  for  Loew's,  has  taken  the 
stand  that  his  circuit  would  not  com- 
mit itself  to  the  elimination  of  all 
doubles,  preferring  to  use  its  own 
judgment  on  what  pictures  to  book 
singly. 


"Sarong  Girl"  in  RKO  Houses 

Monogram's  "Sarong  Girl"  has 
been  booked  over  the  RKO  Manhat- 
tan circuit  during  the  week  of  June 
17  and  the  RKO  Albee,  Brooklyn, 
the  week  of  June  24.  Same  circuit 
has  book  ed  "Clancy  Street  Boys" 
and  "I  Escaped  from  the  Gestapo" 
for  July  and  August  dates. 
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C/  "Y  DAILY 

are   now   receiving   their 

copies  of — 

THE  1943  FILM  YEAR  BOOK 

•       •       • 

1501  Broadway,  New  York  City 


16 


DAIIY 


Thursday,  June  10,  19 


] 


Industry  Raises  Free  Troop  Programs  to  10,00* 


I 


Established  Preferences  Of 
Service  Men  Guide  Army 
In  Selection  of  Features 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

embrace  current  features  and  shorts. 
Industry  contribution  includes  raw 
stock  gifts  by  Eastman  and  DuPont, 
printing  done  at  cost,  owners  of 
copyrights  waiving  their  royalties, 
etc.  Each  picture  bears  upon  the 
main  title,  "This  new  motion  pic- 
ture comes  to  you  from  the  Special 
Service  Division  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. It  is  shown  to  you  with  the 
compliments  of  the  American  mo- 
tion picture  industry." 

Summary  of  the  program  of  turn- 
ing over  the  films  to  the  War  De- 
partment follows: 

1.  Each  week,  the  industry 
will  deliver  to  the  Army  Over- 
seas Motion  Picture  Service  Bu- 
reau in  New  York  25  prints  each 
of  four  new  programs,  which  is 
a  total  of  100  prints  per  week, 
or  5,200  prints  per  year. 

2.  Each  week,  the  industry 
will  deliver,  in  London  four 
prints  each  of  four  subjects,  for 
a  year  total  of  832. 

3.  Each  week,  the  industry 
will  deliver,  in  addition  to  cur- 
rent films,  10  prints  of  outstand- 
ing movies  of  former  years,  for 
a  year  total  of  520. 

In  addition,  a  deal  is  pending 
with  Technicolor,  and  arrange- 
ments are  being  consummated  to 
include  at  least  one  Technicolor 
feature  a  month,  25  prints  each. 
The  Army  selects  the  films 
which  are  to  be  shown,  based 
on  the  troops'  established  pref- 
erences. Whenever  possible  films 
are  not  selected  which  "glam- 
orize" war  or  Park  Avenue. 
Lower  budget  war  pictures,  the 
Army  has  discovered,  do  not 
have  the  morale-lift  of  the  more 
carefully  wrought  movies  on  the 
same  subject. 

In  April,  according  to  the  Army, 
the  audience  in  North  Africa  which 
viewed  industry  gift  films  totaled 
1,250,000.  A  communique  from 
Hawaii  reveals  that  in  February 
there  were  3,803  exhibitions,  at- 
tended  by  an   audience  of  950,000. 

Army  men  are  unanimous  in  hail- 
ing the  salutary  effect  the  exten- 
sion of  the  industry's  gift  will  have 
on  the  spirits  of  the  men  in  far-off 
places.  Letters  from  Army  officials 
to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  H.  Osborn,  Director, 


Screen  Fare  and  More 
Materialistic  Menu! 

Nampa,  Ida. — Harold  Jones,  local 
theater  manager,  has  for  some  time 
served  a  rather  sumptuous  repast  to 
the  patrons  of  his  regular  midnight 
shows,  held  each  Saturday.  How  does 
he  do  it  now?  Well,  he  applied  to 
his  local  rationing  board  for  food 
stamps,  and  his  application  was  ap- 
proved. 


N.  J.  Allied  Confab 
Calls  Trade  Leaders 


(Continued   from    Page    1) 

ney  Samuelson  and  Meyer  Leventhal. 
WAC  will  be  represented  by  Francis 
S.  Harmon,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Arthur 
L.  Mayer  and  Herman  Gluckman. 
Representing  M-G-M  will  be  W.  F. 
Rodgers,  H.  M.  Richey,  Jack  Bowen 
and  Ben  Abner.  Joseph  Bernhard 
will  represent  Warner  Bros.,  while 
20th  Century-Fox  will  have  Tom  J. 
Connors,  Andy  Smith,  Ray  Moon 
and  Joe  Lee.  Republic  will  be 
represented  by  Max  Gillis,  Universal 
by  Dave  Levy  and  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  by  President  Walter 
Green.  United  Artists  has  promised 
to  send  several  celebrities. 

Those  who  have  signified  their 
intentions  to  be  present  if  they  are  in 
New  York  at  the  time  are  Neil  F. 
Agnew  and  Claude  Lee  of  Para- 
mount, William  Scully  of  Universal, 
Abe  Montague  of  Columbia  and 
George  Dembow  of  National  Screen 
Service. 

Many  social  events  are  planned  in- 
cluding a  cocktail  party  hosted  by 
20th  Century-Fox. 


Daley  Joins  WB  as  Manager 

Albany  —  Jimmy  Daley,  well- 
known  in  up-state  exchange  terri- 
tory as  the  head  of  a  booking  agency 
bearing  his  name,  has  given  up  that 
biz  to  accept  managership  of  War- 
ners' American,  Troy.  Daley  suc- 
ceeds Sid  Sommer,  who  goes  to  the 
Lincoln.  Troy.  Sommer  in  turn  suc- 
ceeds Mel  Conhaim,  now  on  summer 
vacation  duty  for  Warner  Theaters 
in  this  zone.  Conhaim  is  working 
at  the  Diana,  Medina,  now. 


Special  Services,  Army  Service 
Forces,  steadily  attest  that  the  films, 
more  than  any  single  factor,  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  troops'  excellent 
spirit. 

It  is  reported  that  one  of  the 
generals  who  flew  back  to  Africa  re- 
cently from  conferences  in  Wash- 
ington, took  with  him  a  print  of 
"Stage  Door  Canteen."  This  film 
has  been  distributed  out  of  all  Army 
exchanges,  and  will  have  been  seen 
in  fox-holes,  sand-dunes,  and  jun- 
gles— wherever  there  are  troops — 
before  it  opens  at  the  Capitol  on 
Broadway  June  24.  It  will  be  shown 
overseas  every  day  once  or  twice 
daily,  in   26   different  places. 

Maj.  John  W.  Hubbell,  of  the 
Services  of  Supply,  recently  ex- 
nressed  the  appreciation  of  the  War 
Department  to  the  industry  for  the 
aid  given  in  securing  over  500  sec- 
ond-hand 16  mm.  sound  projectors, 
which  are  now  being  reconditioned 
preparatory  to  being  shipped  over- 
seas. The  War  Department  expects 
to  have  more  than  2,400  projectors 
in  the  field,  snd  it  is  probable  that 
during  1944  over  3,000  additional 
projectors  will  be  in  use. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


BEN  ABRAMS,  branch  manager,  Monogram,  Bos- 
ton. 

FRANCIS   DERVIN,   salesman,    Monogram,  Boston. 

BOB     COBE,     salesman,     Republic,     Boston. 

SOL  EDWARDS,  city  sales  manager,  Warners, 
Boston. 

NATHAN  COHEN,  exploiteer,  Metro,  Albany. 

JACK  CUNDERSON,  exploiteer,  Paramount,  Kans- 
as  City. 

JIMMY  DALEY,  manager,  Warners'  American, 
Troy. 

SID    SOMMER,    manager,    Lincoln,    Troy. 

WILLIAM  H.  GREEN,  exploiteer,  Des  Moines, 
Metro. 


Kid  Vandal  Damage 
Placed  at  $100,000 


Portland,  Ore. — Juvenile  Vandalism 
striking  at  theaters  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  with  increase  in  popu- 
lation in  many  defense  centers,  and 
a  lessening  of  law  and  order  forces, 
is  a  major  problem  for  managers  to- 
day. 

Probably  an  estimate  of  $100,000, 
is  not  an  excessive  one,  of  the  losses 
sustained  by  both  chains  and  inde- 
pendent theaters  in  Oregon  and 
Washington. 

In  one  Eastern  Washington  city, 
after  a  drunken  party  in  the  town's 
only  theater,  the  crowd  proceeded 
to  tear  down  draperies,  and  pull  out 
the  majority  of  the  fixtures  in  the 
lavatories.  The  manager  promptly 
put  the  entire  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Sheriff,  collected  from  the 
parents  for  the  broken  fixtures  and 
damage. 

Some  other  managers,  however, 
temporize  with  the  juvenile  vandals, 
evidently  afraid  that  they  might  lose 
some  future  business.  The  hoodlums, 
quick  to  take  advantage  of  the  ab- 
sence of  authority,  merely  come  back 
and  increase  the  damages.  In  other 
instances  both  the  manager  and  his 
house  staff  pay  more  attention  to 
the  selling  of  pop  corn,  drinks,  etc., 
than  they  do  to  policing  auditor- 
iums and  rest  rooms.  The  result 
is  that  the  house  gets  out  of  con- 
trol. 

Throughout  the  Evergreen  chain 
of  houses,  in  Portland,  Seattle,  Spo- 
kane, Eugene  and  other  centers,  the 
most  effective  way  to  stop  these  de- 
predations is  to  run  a  slide  and  film 
trailers  offering  a  reward  of  $25  to 
$50  leading  to  arrest  and  conviction 
of  party  or  parties  who  were  caus- 
ing house  damage.  This  has  proved 
a  "natural"  and  stops  the  rough 
stuff. 


Duranty  to  Hub  for  Warners 

Boston — A  press  luncheon  and 
conference  for  more  than  50  news- 
paper men  and  women  will  be  staged 
by  Warners  at  the  Hotel  Statler 
June  21  when  Walter  Duranty  comes 
to   town. 


Says  News  Pix  Need 
Emotional  Content 


"To  become  a  primary  aW0  t  t 
in  any  great  number  of  thea^ppi ,  1 
news    film    must    have    more    ent  j 
tainment   and   more   emotional   cU 
tent."      So  said   Richard  de   Roc 
mont,  managing  editor  of  The  Ma: 
of    Time,    in    a    lecture    at    HoIIe1 
House,  Rockefeller  Center,  in  wh  ! 
he    discussed    the    future    deveh; 
ment   of  the   news  film   during 
war  and  in  the  post-war  period. 

Asserting  that  "to  expand  fr< 
its  present  forms  the  news  film  m 
become  a  feature  film,"  de  Roc* 
mont  said  that  more  and  more 
trend  in  news  films  has  been  aw 
from  the  newsreel  in  its  pure  fo 
into  the  more  highly  developed  t\ 
of  short  subject  of  news  inter 
and  features  like  "Desert  Victoi 
and   "Mission  to   Moscow." 

"In  all  of  these  films,"  added  ■ 
speaker,  "the  question  arises  of  hj 
much  journalism  can  be  dramati: 
in  order  to  meet  entertainment 
quirements  of  a  film  of  this  leng 
When  Government  organizations  i 
feature  film  producers  go  into  jo 
nalism    and    take    unto    themsel : 
the  journalistic  function  they  sho 
also   be   prepared  to  accept  all 
journalistic      responsibilities     whj 
are  implied. 

"It  is  doubtful  whether  any  gr< 
other  than  one  primarily  compo 
of  journalists  and  having  a  sin 
responsibility,  namely,  to  rep 
facts  to  the  best  of  its  ability,  < 
at  the  present  time  do  a  journali: 
job  without  being  accused  of  dist 
tion  of  fact  for  propaganda  ends 
of  over-dramatization  and  o\ 
simplification   of  information." 


Hay  Wagon  and  Team 
Bring  Ruralites  to  Pic 

Rochester — The  Century  did  - 
part  toward  helping  the  transpoi 
tion  problem  yesterday  when  it  s, 
a  hay  wagon  and  team  of  hor 
through  the  outlying  districts  in" 
ing  residents  to  ride  into  the  t! 
ater  by  courtesy  of  "Mr.  Big," 
film  which  opened  at  the  house  y 
terday.  The  wagon  was  out  all  d, 
did  a  big  business,  it's  reported.  1 ': 
mileage  has  been  cut  20  per  c: 
here. 


Freight  Car  Needed 
For  WB  Ptn-l/p  Pic 

Toronto — Largest     pin-up     picture 

i 
in  the  world,  a  blowup  of  Ann  Sher- 
idan measuring  8  by  10  feet,  pre- 
sented by  the  "Edge  of  Darkness' 
co-star  to  the  fliers  of  the  Royal 
Norwegian  Air  Forces  at  Little  Nor- 
way here,  arrived  this  week  in  an 
end-opening    freight    car. 
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Editorial 


Post- Wat 

.  .  .  no  cinch 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


INTENSIFIED  competition  for  the  post- 
*  war  world  market  patently  being  in  the 
-»  :ards  for  the  American  film  industry,  the 
'iewpoint  expressed  by  Paramount's  astute 
{  Frank  Freeman  at  a  trade  press  luncheon 
inference  yesterday  rates  today's  columnar 
.potlight. 

Freeman,  cognizant  of  the  plans  being 
ormulated  by  British  producers  and  dis- 
t  butors,  is  frank  in  saying  that  British 
rivalry  in  the  English-speaking  market  is 
not  his  first  concern.  "If  our  best  can- 
not equal  their  best  or  perhaps  improve 
3  bit  upon  it,  we  shall  deserve  to  lose  out," 
■'seman  observes,  in  essence.  Naturally,  he 
s  confident  that  Hollywood,  by  virtue  of 
•he  merit  of  its  product,  will  continue 
o  have  the  edge  in  those  markets  where 
English  is  spoken. 

But  where  Freeman  does  see  a  serious 
business  problem — and  it  is  increasing 
.teadily — is  in  the  countries  where  another 
-ongue  prevails,  and  where  native  pro- 
duction is  gaining  in  strength  and,  im- 
portantly, in   quality. 


PREEMAN    points    to    the    progress    made 
by  studios  in   Mexico  and   in   Argentina, 
and    pointedly    presents    the    question,    can 
.American    pictures,    resorting    to    sub-titles, 
compete    in    Latin    America    with    talkies    in 
Spanish    language?       Already,    he    concedes 
considerable  playing  time   in   Latin   America 
which   previously   went   to   Hollywood    prod- 
uct is  going  to  the  Spanish   language  films 
..',  made  south  of  the  border  . 

This    competition     from     national     indus- 
tries in   the  non-English-speaking  countries, 
"~"  of    course,     is    not    new.        Hollywood     has 
successfully    coped     with     it     in     the    past. 
'      But,  as  Freeman   observes,   in   the   post-war 
i'ji    period     it     will     be     materially     intensified 
.    and,  what  is  more,   there   will  be  competi- 
tion  from   sources  either   new   or   negligible 
in  the  past. 

The   Russian   film   industry   today   is  man- 
sized;  in  India,  a  native  industry  is  growing 
'     by  leaps  and  bounds.  And  in  other  language 
'    and  cultural  fields — German,  French,  Italian, 
Chinese,   Japanese,   etc. — the    contest    most 
certainly  will  be  rough  and  tough. 


IT  is  important  to  remember  one  or  two 
'  things,  in  this  connection.  First,  Amer- 
ican  pictures   have   been   out   of  circulation 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Committee  Will  be  Named 
To  Control  35  mm.  Stock  for 
Theaters  and  Commercials 


Ottawa — L.  E.  Messinger,  co-or- 
dinator  of  supply  in  the  Wartime 
Prices  and  Trade  Board  is  in  Ottawa 
from  Toronto  to  confer  with  Gov- 
ernment chiefs  on  the  limitation  and 
priority  regulations  to  be  estab- 
lished to  restrict  film  stock  available 
for  producing  and  printing  35  mm. 
moving  pictures  for  theaters  and 
commercial  users  in  the  Dominion 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Prices  Board  with 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


New  Prosecutor  to 
Press  Racket  Probe 


The  Federal  Grand  Jury  investi- 
gation of  alleged  racketeering  in 
the  film  industry  will  continue,  U.  S. 
Attorney  Howard  F.  Corcoran, 
stated  yesterday  in  New  York  Fed- 
eral Court  soon  after  assuming  of- 
fice as  successor  to  Mathias  F.  Cor- 
rea,  whose  resignation  had  been  ac- 
cepted earlier  in  the  day  by  Presi- 

( Continued  on   Page   10) 


Universal's  Earnings 
Rise  Despite  Stiff  Taxes 

Consolidated  net  earnings  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures  for  the  26  weeks 
ended  May  1  were  $1,798,942,  after 
all  charges  including  provision  for 
Federal  income  and  excess  profits 
taxes.    This  compares  with  $1,731,099 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Reeling  'Round  -  • 
WASHINGTON 


-By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER; 


—WASHINGTON 
TWO — possibly  three — letters  have  been 
'  written  by  the  appropriate  Selective  Ser- 
vice official  regarding  the  New  Haven  draft 
board  case,  where  several  circuit  and  ex- 
change executives  have  been  ordered  by 
the  board  to  find  themselves  "essential" 
jobs  within  30  days  or  else  be  placed  in 
1-A.  None  of  these  letters  has  yet  been 
started  on  its  way  to  the  WAC,  to  whom 
they  were  addressed,  because  the  agency 
"board  of  review"  has  refused  to  pass  the 
letters  as  written.  .  .  .  It's  getting  to  be  a 
game,  with  the  very  droll  official  who's  been 
authoring  the  notes  now  working  on  what 
he  termns  his  "next  epistle  to  the  Corinth- 
(Continued  on  Page   10) 


Sharlin  Leaves  WB; 
Beilan  to  Cleveland 


William  S.  Shartin,  Midwest  dis- 
trict manager  for  Warners  with 
headquarters  in  Chicago,  resigned 
yesterday.  His  successor,  it  was 
stated  by  Ben  Kalmenson,  general 
sales    manager,    will    be    announced 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


Name  Schaefer  Temporary 
Chairman,  NCEIWA  Com. 


George  J.  Schaefer,  chairman  of 
WAC,  was  appointed  temporary 
chairman  of  the  continuation  com- 
mittee  of   the    National    Conference 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Talk  Industry's  Post- War  Role 

FDR,  Hays  Confer  on  Distrib'n  Opportunities 


WMC's  Naming  of  Jaffe 
Gives  Body  Film  Expert 

William  B.  Jaffe,  prominent  film 
attorney,  is  currently  serving  as 
legal  consultant  to  the  War  Man- 
power Commission  of  the  New  York 
Area,  which  embraces  the  city's  five 
boroughs,     plus     such     neighboring 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington— Will  Hays,  MPPDA 
head,  was  closeted  for  over  half  an 
hour  yesterday  with  President  Roose- 
velt in  a  discussion  of  the  role  mo- 
tion pictures  will  play  in  the  post- 
war world.  Hays,  who  came  here 
yesterday  and  leaves  tonight,  said 
when  he  emerged  from  the  White 
House  that  he  and  the  executive  had 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Y.  Frank  Freeman  to 
Washington  to  Clear 
Up  Law  Interpretation 


A  clarification  of  the  ceiling  on 
Hollywood  salaries  will  be  sought 
next  week  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
in  charge  of 
Paramount  pro- 
d  u  c  t  i  o  n.  As 
head  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture 
Producers  Asso- 
ciation, Free- 
man will  spend 
Monday  and 
Tuesday  in 
Washington  for 
the  purpose  of 
clearing  up  the 
situation. 

Freeman  e  x- 
plained  yester- 
day at  a  trade 
press  luncheon 
that  when  Pres- 
salary  ceiling  or- 


Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN 

ident   Roosevelt's 


(Continued  on  Page  7) 


1943-44  Para.  Lineup 
Won't  Exceed  Current 


Paramount  will  have  released  31 
pictures,  one  an  English  import,  be- 
tween Oct.  1,  1942,  and  Sept.  30, 
1943,  and  no  more  than  that  num- 
ber are  contemplated  for  the  ensuing 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 

"Tolls"  ProducedTWithout 
Pressure,  Asserts  Freeman 


Despite  rumors  and  published  re- 
ports to   the   contrary,  "For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls"  was  produced  with- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


No  National  Sales 
Conclave  for  Metro 

M-G-M  will  have  no  national 
sales  meeting  this  year,  W.  F.  Rod- 
gers,  general  sales  manager,  said 
yesterday.  District  manager  meet- 
ings will  be  held  from  time  to 
time. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Thursday,   June    10) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.   Seat 16l/4     16'/8     16%   +     V4 

Col.  Picts.vtc.  (2i/2%)  187/8     181/g     18i/8+     y4 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3  3  3         

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd...    17%     17i/4     17%—     y4 

East.  Kodak   166y2  165 1/2  165'/2  —     % 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 235/8     235/8     235/8   +     Vs 

Loew's,    Inc 61%     6$'/2     613/4   +   1 14 

Paramount       26%     26Vi     26%    -f      % 

RKO     95/g       93/s       9%  —     1/4 

RKO    $6    pfd 96         953/4     953A   +  1 1/4 

20th  Century-Fox   ...   21%     213/8     21%  +     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  32'/4     313/4     32%   +      '/2 

Warner  Bros 15%     14%     14%—     % 

do    pfd 86         85         851/2   +     % 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.    B'way   3s55....    773A     77l/2     77%—     1/4 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56  IO31/4   103       103         

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102%   102%   1021/2  —     % 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 3%       3  3%   +     % 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%       1%       1%   +     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3%       31/2  —     % 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%      

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.    183/4     183/4     18%  —     % 


Conn.  Allied  Meets  Tuesday 

New  Haven — Allied  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Connecticut  will  hold  a  special 
meeting,  called  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman, 
president,  at  12:30  p.m.,  Tuesday  at 
the  Aschenbroedel.  Allied  recently 
ruled  to  hold  only  special  meetings 
when  urgent,  because  of  the  traveling 
and  manpower  situation.  The  agen- 
da was  not  revealed,  however. 


Einfeld  Planes  West 

Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Warners, 
left  by  plane  last  night  for  the  Coast 
following  a  brief  visit  to  Washing- 
ton and  New  York.  Einfeld  comes 
East  again  in  about  three  weeks. 


Urges  Trade  Subscribe  To 
Employment  Stabilization 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — At  third  meeting  of 
the  monpower  sub-committee  of  the 
War  Manpower  Commission,  with 
E.  C.  Rinehart,  assistant  area  direc- 
tor, presiding,  it  was  consensus  of 
the  committee  that  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  should  subscribe  to 
the  employment  stabilization  plan. 
Recommendations  were  made  as  to 
the  proper  type  of  availability  cer- 
tificates to  be  issued  to  film  workers. 

It  was  not  disclosed  whether  any 
action  was  taken  on  opposition  of 
painters  and  some  other  unions  to 
use  of  the  extended  availability  cer- 
tificates which,  it  was  claimed,  would 
prevent  technicians  working  in  other 
industries  on  days  when  they  were 
not   engaged   in   picture   production. 

Letters  requesting  appointment  of 
special  WMC  representatives  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  will  be  filed 
with  WMC  at  an  early  date.  These 
special  representatives  will  have  spe- 
cific duties  in  stabilization  plan  to 
facilitate  its  operation  in  studios 
and  with  labor  organizations.  Dis- 
cussions of  48-hour  week  were  de- 
ferred to  a  later  meeting. 

Calif.  ITO  Studying 
Crescent  Case  Precedent 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— The  ITO  of  Southern 
California  and  Arizona  announces 
that  a  careful  study  is  being  made 
of  the  precedent  established  by  the 
Federal  Court  decision  in  the  Cres- 
cent case.  A  statement  from  the 
ITO  said,  exhibitors  in  the  South- 
ern California  territory  feel  that  it 
proves  definitely  that  the  present 
New  York  consent  decree  is  inade- 
quate and  does  not  protect  indepen- 
dent theater  operation. 

A  careful  study  is  being'  made  by  ITO  of 
new  contemplated  ruling's  of  the  War  Man- 
power Commission  and  the  exhibitors'  or- 
ganization is  awaiting  definite  information 
from  the  commission  so  that  proper  action 
can  be  taken  to  co-ordinate  theater  opera- 
tion with  the  said  ruling,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
tect exhibitors  who  are  eligible  for  proper 
exemption.  ITO  has  been  authorized  by  its 
members  to  protest  release  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  area  of  Japanese  from  re-location 
centers. 


Astor  Pictures  Acquires 
Rights  to  Valentino  Pic 

Astor  Pictures  Corp.  has  acquired 
from  the  Valentino  estate  world- 
wide distribution  rights  to  "The 
Eagle,"  the  late  star's  last  picture 
for  United  Artists.  Picture  has  been 
synchronized  with  music  and  sound 
effects  and  will  have  new  posters  and 
accessories.  It  will  be  released 
through  the  Astor  exchanges  on 
July  1.  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
titled-versions  have  been  made  for 
the  Latin-American  markets.  Pic- 
ture, which  runs  65  minutes,  is  a 
Russian  military  story.  On  Aug.  1, 
16  mm.  versions  will  be  available  at 
the  home   office. 


WAC  Schedules  Two  Shorts 

WAC  will  release  the  OWI's  "War 
Town"  short  on  June  24  and  will 
send  out  "Lift  Your  Heads,"  BMI 
short  edited  by  the  OWI,  on  July  8. 


Post- War 

.  .  .  no  cinch 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
in  Axis  countries  long  enough  to  confront 
the  industry  with  a  100%  selling  job  when 
the  war  ends.  A  new  generation  of  movie- 
goers has  come  along  in  the  interval. 
American  star  "names,"  potent  in  the  past 
abroad,  will  be  meaningless  to  its  mil- 
lions. 

That  being  the  case,  it  is  fairly  obvious 
that,  quality  of  product  not  differing  too 
greatly,  the  native  audience  may — at  least 
for  a  considerable  time — prefer  talkies 
made  in  its  own  language.  It  is  used  to  do- 
ing that,  and  habit  is  a  persistent  thing. 
And,  certainly,  it  is  far  easier  to  follow  a 
screen  story  in  one's  own  language  than 
it  is  to  rely  upon  sub-titles  with  which 
foreign  versions  are  embellished. 

o  

K  SO,  make  no  mistake  about  it,  this  indus- 
'  ^  try  in  the  post-war  world  is  going  to 
have  a  helluva  time  re-gaining  and  main- 
taining its  old  dominance  in  the  foreign 
markets. 


Theater  Owners  of  Okla. 
Re-Elect  All  Officers 


Oklahoma  City  —  At  the  closing 
session  of  the  Oklahoma  Theater 
Owners,  Inc.,  MPTO  unit,  M.  Loe- 
wenstein  was  re-elected  president, 
Max  Brock,  vice-president,  and 
Ralph  Talbot,  secretary-treasurer. 
Meeting  was  a  most  successful  one, 
more  than  300  exhibitors  attending. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
Bob  O'Donnell,  Southwestern  copper 
collections  chairman,  and  Francis  S. 
Harmon,  national  co-ordinator  of  the 
War  Activities  Committee,  were  the 
principal  speakers.  Special  visitors 
included  Henry  Reede,  president  of 
Texas  Theater  Owners,  Pat  McGee 
of  the  Cooper  Enterprises  of  Omaha 
and  Oklahoma  City,  and  Lou  Chat- 
ham of  Tulsa. 

A  Variety  Club  dinner-dance  for 
attending  exhibitors  wound  up  the 
meeting.  Chief  Barker  L.  C.  Grif- 
fith bestowed  an  honorary  Variety 
Club  membership  upon  Oklahoma's 
new  governor. 


Zoot  Suiter  Violence 
Not  in  Theaters— TDB 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Reports  of  violence 
in  theaters  in  Los  Angeles'  zoot  suit 
disturbances  we:e  discredited  by 
Theater  Defense  Bureau,  following 
completion  of  a  survey  of  film  houses 
in  areas  where  the  long-coated  dis- 
ciples of  trouble  roam. 

"The  impression  has  been  given  that 
violence  is  taking  place  in  theaters,"  the 
Bureau's  director,  Tom  N.  Baily,  said.  "This 
is  in  error.  In  three  cases  during  the  past 
week,  soldiers  and  sailors  have  entered 
theaters  and  have  escorted  zoot  suiters  into 
the  open  air.  In  each  case,  captives  were 
released    after   questioning. 

"In  but  one  theater  has  there  been  any 
actual  trouble  and  that  occurred  10  days 
ago.  The  violence  is  taking  place  on  the 
streets,  not  in  theaters,  cafes  or  even  saloons, 
our  reports  show.  In  instances  wherein  the- 
aters were  involved,  the  uniformed  men 
maintained  a  spirit  of  well-behaved  levity. 
However,  all  theaters  are  maintaining  a 
war-time  alertness  to  forestall  any  possi- 
bility of  trouble.  Several  theaters  on  Broad- 
way and  Main  Street  have  barred  zoot  suit 
clement  for  a  number  of  months." 


commc  and  mm 


HARRY     M.     WARNER     left     New     York 
night     for     the     Coast    following     a     two-mor 
stay    in    the    East. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Eastern  publicity  manag 
for  Warners,  returns  today  from  Chicago  a 
Detroit. 

A.  MONTAGUE,  general  sales  manajSjntl 
Columbia,  and  RUBE  JACKTER,  the  af  cc 
sales  head,  get  back  to  town  today  from  r 
company's    San    Francisco   sales    meeting. 

SAM  WOOD,  will  leave  Hollywood  for  N< 
York  July  5,  with  production  designer  Wl 
HAM  CAMERON  MENZIES,  to  devote  a  we 
ro  seeing   Broadway  plays. 

LORETTA  YOUNG,  returns  to  Hollywood  la 
this  week  after  an  Army  camp  tour  in  t 
East. 

WILLIAM  iERBB,  Paramounf's  New  Englai 
district  manager,  and  A.  M.  KANE,  Boston  bran 
manager,  were  home  office  visitors  yesterday. 

CHARLES  EINFELD  headed  West  last  nig 
from    New    York. 

BEN  KA1.MENSON  arrives  in  Chicago  tod 
from  New  York. 

BEN   GOETZ  is  en  route  to   England  by  plan 

CHARLES  COBURN   arrives   in   New  York  fro  i 
the    Coast    over    the    week-end. 

MONTY  WOOLLEY,  heading  for  a  Sarato 
Springs  rest,  is  due  in  New  York  June  20  fro 
Hollywood. 

FRANCIS  ALSTOCK  arrives  in  Hollywood  tod. 
from    Washington. 

F.     THOMAS     MURRAY     of     Universal     is 
Chicago. 

ARTHUR    WILLI    returns    from    Chicago    ne  ] 
Wednesday. 

JOEL  LEVY  left  yesterday  for  Richmon 
Norfolk    and    Wilmington. 

ARTHUR  HEINEMANN  of  Columbia  is  vac, 
tioning. 

ALFRED  NEWMAN,  20th-Fox's  music  direct 
is  in  Chicago  from  Hollywood  seeking  music 
talent. 


Stromberg  Dissolves  Co.; 
Will  Form  a  New  One 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL  > 
Hollywood — Hunt  Stromberg  Pro 
ductions,  Inc.,  has  been  dissolvec 
but  Stromberg  will  organize  a  ne^  j 
corporation  to  carry  out  his  releas 
ing  contract  with  United  Artists. 

The  change  is  simply  a  corporat 
one. 


JUNE  11 

Wesley    Ruggles  Walter  Buron 

Rise    Stevens  Sam  Schwartzman 

Jane  Bryan  Henry  R.   Danziger 

JUNE  12 

Priscilla    Lane  William  Lundigan 

William  Austin 

JUNE  13 

Basil    Rathbone  Tay  Carnett 

Ian  Hunter  David    J.   Chatkin 
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freeman  to  Clarify 
leiling  on  Salaries 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

er  was   lifted,   no   notification   was 
c.it  to  the  studios.    While  it  is  pre- 
that    existing    contracts    are 
g    and    legal,    assurance   from 
tshington   is   desired   by   the  pro- 
ducers. 

Players  who  have  been  signed  at 
\i  rting  salaries  with  increases  when 
ptions  are  taken  up  were  used  as 
u.  example  as  to  why  clarification  is 
ecessary.  Unless  the  salary  issue 
a  made  clear  officially,  there  might 
«e  nothing  to  prevent  a  player  from 
miking  out  on  a  contract  which  he 
onsidered  unsatisfactory  or  not 
•hiding,  Freeman  said. 

The  Paramount  production  chief 
tlans  to  return  to  the  Coast  next 
Friday. 


fearner  Associates  Fete 
hlesinger,  Off  for  Navy 



Leonard  S.  Schlesinger's  associates 

t    Warners    gave    him    a    farewell 

arty,  and  presented  him  with  a  part- 

.  ift,  at  the  Hotel  Piccadilly  last 

ight  before  his  departure  to  begin 

ervice   as   a   Chief  Petty   Officer   in 

e    Navy's    Bureau    of    Yards    and 

cks,  where  he  will  handle  film  ac- 

ities.      Joseph   Bernhard,   Warner 

e-president  and  general  manager 

f  the  theater  circuit,  presented  the 

tift.     Among  those  present  were: 

ry    M.     Kalmine,    Harry    Goldberg-,     W. 
tewart   McDonald,   Sam  E.  Morris,   Sid  Wei- 
Barney    Klawans.    Frank    Phelps,    Frank 
larshall,   Abel    Vigard.    Lou   Kaufman,   Clay- 
on     Bond,     Lou     Siegel,     D.     Truster.     Rudy 
Jules     Levey,     Max     Blackmail,     Ben 
Vi-ili.  Herman  Levine,  R.   W.   Perkins,  How- 
vinson,    Stuart    Aarons,    Miles    Alben, 
K.     Hessberg,     Morris     Ruffman.     Morris 
in.   Martin   Jurow.   Harry   Mayer,   Don 
h.  rwood,    Walter    Blake,    Bernard    R.    Good- 
Herman    Maier.    James    Brennan,    Sam 
-i   .   T.  J.  Martin 
Also    Mort    Blumenstoek.    Ben    Kalmenson, 
Wilk,    Roy   Haines,    Jules    Lapidus,   Ai- 
Saehson.    Ed    Hinchey.    Mike    Dolid,    A. 
walberg.   Ray  Hewlett.   Robert   Schless. 
Gold-Kin.    Harry    Seed.    Harry    Rosen- 
A  I  i  -i.    Samuel     Schneider,     Saul    Immerman. 
II !       Henry,   Joe   Tisman,   L.   Eisman,    Ernest 
Hl'lit'iiif,     Frank     Kiernan.     H.     L.     Robinson. 
Abrahams,    Sol    Shernnw.    Jules    Girden. 
I    I.   tin     E.     Bennett.     Jake     Schwartz.     S.     P. 
"riedman,   Joseph   H.   Hazen.    Harold   Rodner, 
.'■t'  Epstin,    George   Dindas,   Irving   Windisch, 
Morgan,  Jack  Herman. 
Among    those    from    out    of    town    wen     r. 
.  Latta.   Don   Jacocks.   Max   Friedman,   J.   J. 
George   Crouch.    Ted    Sehlanger,   Lou 
ff.     Lester    Krieger,     Moe     Silver.     Nat 
n.    Nat    Wolf.    A.   J.   Vanni,   I.  J.   Hoff- 
Tony    Williams,    Leto    Hill,    Frank    Da- 
II]-.     John     Turner,     Joseph     Feldman,     Jack 
bun.   Harold   Dunn    and    others. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Oakmont,  Pa. — Marriage  of  Ste- 
phen Rodnok,  Jr.,  who  operated  the 
3ak  and  Lehigh  Theaters  here  prior 
o  joining  the  Army  Air  Forces  last 
summer,  to  Bertha  Jane  Keller,  of 
Verona,  Pa.,  on  May  29,  has  just 
"■jeen  announced.  Rodnok's  sister  is 
How  operating  the  theater  for  the 
lluration. 


PreSuntmer  Observations: 

•  •  •  ITS  as  plain  as  the  nose  on  Jimmy  Durante  that  a  lot  of 
coin  will  go  clicking  into  exhib.  tills  as  upshot  of  Leo  the  Lion's  rugged 

publicity    campaign    on    "Bataan" And    it's    as    obvious    as    a    zoot 

suit  at  a  West  Coast  naval  station  right  now  that  a  helluva  lot  of 
"plus"  mazuma  will  accrue  to  showmen  playing  the  attraction  (and 
who  won't!)  if  they  capitalize  via  tie-ins  with  the  powerful  organiza- 
tions   and    periodicals    which    have    endorsed    the    film    enthusiastically 

and   unqualifiedly Of   "Bataan,"   the   N.   Y.   State   American   Legion 

sez:    "A    marvelous    depiction    of    the    difficulties    faced    by    our    men    in 

uniform  during   combat" Clarions   the   National   Association  for  the 

Advancement  of  Colored  People:   "It  shows  how  superfluous  racial  and 

religious  prejudices  are  when  common  danger  is  faced" And  from 

the  Jewish  War  Veterans  of  the  United  States:  "Realistic,  fearless, 
honest  and  truthful  depiction  of  the  actual  conditions  of  modern  warfare 
and  the  sacrifices  made  for  our  American  ideals" Parents  Mag- 
azine:  "('Bataan')  should  arouse  each  one  of  us  to  do  a  little  more  than 

our  share  in  giving,  by  buying  more  Victory  Stamps  and  Bonds" 

Young  America:  "Everyone  on  our  home  front  should  see  this  picture" 
Scholastic  Magazine  calls  it  "inspiring  and  authentic" Fur- 
thermore the  pic  has  been  seen  and  approved  by  a  galaxy  of  experts 
on  the  action,  including  some  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  the  Philippine 
debacle 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  "BATAAN"  by  the  way,  is  a  component  of  Metro's  fourth 
group  of  current  season's  product,  which  the  company  has  christened 
its  Seven  From  Heaven Attributes  of  each  were  clearly  and  clev- 
erly   presented,    anil    colorfully,    loo,    in     an     insert    which     appeared 

yes'day   in    this   li'l  ole   trade  paper Accompanying  "Bataan"   are. 

"Du  Barry  Was  a  Lady  {in  Technicolor);  "Harrigan's  Kid";  "Pre- 
senting   Lily    Mars":   "Pilot    No.    5";   "Hitler's    Hangman";   and    "The 

Youngest     Profession" Thumbing     over    the    insert,    as     ive     did 

yes'day,  is  good  entertainment  in  itself— from  the  first  page's  rolling- 
the-bones  art  work  to  the  gallery  of  M-G-M  sales  salons  on   the  final 

page In  between,  wisdom  and  humor  are  dispensed Typical 

of  the  former  is  the  reminder  to  showmen  that  maximum  Summer- 
lime    biz    depends    on    strong    product The    latter,— humor— ,    is 

exemplified  by  winged  Leo  coursing  through  blue  heavens, An- 
other eye-catcher  is  the  latest  of  the  Metro  three-dimensional-effect 
cartoon  drawings,  this  lime  anenl  "Presenting  Lily  Mars,"  and  de- 
picting the  luminaries  of  that  opus,  Judy  Garland  and  Van  Heflin 

But  the  prize  page  is  that  containing  Miss  Du  Barry How  'bout 

an   Academy   Award  for  pin-ups? 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  NOBODY  can  accuse  W.  C.  DeVry,  DeVry  Corp.  prexy. 
and    his    brother,    E.    B.    DeVry,    company's    secretary-treasurer,    of    not 

practicing   the    utmost   in    conservation They    even   have    the    same 

birthday, — June    15 Nope,   not   twins They   were   born   on   the 

same  date,  but  in  different  years!.  .  .  •  From  June  16-19,  and  Aug. 
15-21,  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  Film  Library  will  show  daily  at  3  and 
5:30  p.m.,  and  Sundays  and  holidays  at  1:20,  3:30  and  5:30  p.m.,  Ger- 
man propaganda  films  "Triumph  of  the  Will";  "Pilots,  Gunners,  Radio- 
Operators";  "Baptism  of  Fire";  and  a  German  newsreel.  .  .  •  Bob 
Shepard,  WOR  staff  announcer,  has  been  added  to  the  staff  of  voices 
for  Paramount  News,  and  filled  his  first  assignment  this  week, — 
"Mopping  Up  On  Attu" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


It 


U"  Coast  Delegation 
Off  for  Chi.  Parley 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Universal's  contingent 
to  the  company's  Chicago  sales  meet- 
ing leaves  here  today,  while  the 
home  office  and  Canadian  delega- 
tions pull  out  of  New  York  and 
Toronto  on  Sunday.  Sessions  will 
be  held  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel, 
opening  Tuesday  and  ending  on 
Thursday. 

W.  A.  Scully,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  heads  the 
studio  and  West  Coast  sales  groups 
on  the  Eastern  journey  today.  In 
addition  to  the  executive  personnel, 
the  Chicago  meeting  will  be  attended 
by  all  district  and  branch  managers. 

Those  leaving  from  Hollywood 
with  Scully  will  include  Nate  Blum- 
berg,  president;  Cliff  Work,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
the  studios;  Joseph  H.  Seidelman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign 
affairs;  Dan  Kelley,  executive  in 
charge  of  all  talent;  John  Joseph, 
national  director  of  publicity,  adver- 
tising and  exploitation;  A.  J.  O'Keefe, 
who  was  recently  elevated  from  dis- 
trict manager  to  Western  division 
sales  head;  Charles  Feldman,  former 
Los  Angeles  branch  manager  who 
was  promoted  to  O'Keefe's  former 
post  as  district  manager;  Foster 
Blake,  new  head  of  the  Los  Angeles 
exchange;  and  Lon  Hoss,  manager 
of  the  San  Francisco  branch. 

The  New  York  group  will  include 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the 
boaid  of  directors;  John  J.  O'Connor, 
vice-president  and  executive  assis- 
tant to  the  president;  Charles  D. 
Prutzman,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral counsel;  Budd  Rogers,  member 
of  the  board  of  directors;  Adolph 
Schimel,  attorney;  E.  T.  Gomersall, 
assistant  general  sales  manager;  F. 
J.  A.  McCarthy,  Southern  and  Cana- 
dian division  manager;  Fred  Meyers, 
Eastern  division  manager;  David  A. 
Levy,  Metropolitan  district  manager; 
and  Jules  Liggett,  sales  supervisor 
of  "Big  U";  B.  B.  Kreisler,  featurette 
manager;  Tom  Mead  and  Joseph 
O'Biien,  editors  of  the  Universal 
Newsreel. 

Also  F.  T.  Murray,  manager  of  branch 
operations;  J.  H.  Murphy,  -assistant  to  Mur- 
ray; Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Eastern  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director;  Hank  Linet,  ex- 
ecutive assistant  to  Bergman;  James  J. 
Jordan,  contract  sales  department  manager; 
Andrew  J.  Sharick,  accessory  sales  manager; 
Morris  Alin,  editor  of  "Progress";  Walter 
J.  Barber,  purchasing  department;  Special 
Sales  Representative  Ed  McEvoy;  and  Spe- 
cial  Foreign   Sales   Representative   Al   Daff. 

The  Canadian  contingent  will  be  headed 
by  Paul  Nathanson,  head  of  the  Odeon  The- 
aters and  Empire-Universal  Films,  and  will 
include  Universal's  Canadian  rep.,  Clair 
Hague;  Alf  Perry,  general  sales  manager 
of  Empire-Universal;  Haskell  Masters,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Odeon  Theaters;  Frank 
Fisher,  sales  manager  of  the  Toronto  branch; 
Mickey  Isman,  manager  of  the  Montreal 
branch ;  and  Harry  Painter,  manager  of  the 
Toronto  branch. 

The  Universal  district  managers  to  at- 
tend, in  addition  to  those  already  named, 
are  Barney  Rose,  Dave  Miller,  Harry  D.  Gra- 
ham, M.  M.  Gottlieb,  J.  E.  Garrison  and 
P.    F.    Rosian. 

Following  the  Chicago  meeting  Blumberg, 
Work,  Scully,  Seidelman,  Kelley  and  O'Keefe 
will  continue  on  to  New  York  for  home  of- 
fice  conferences. 


"Never  in  the  field  of  human  conflict 


SAMUEL 
GOLDWYN 


presents  the  gloriously  thrill- 
ing story  of  the  man  and 
woman  who  paid  with  heart 
break  for  the  creation  of  the 
world's  greatest  fighter 
airplane! 


OPENING  RIVOU  THEATRE,  N.  Y. 
SATURDAY,  JUNE  12 
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s  so  much  owed  by  so  many  to  so  few!" 


WINSTON  CHURCHILL 


Starring 

LESLIE 


HOWARD 


DAVID 


.  NIVEN 

Pilots  and  other  Personnel , 
of  the  R.A.F.  Fighter  Command 

A  LESLIE  HOWARD  PRODUCTION 
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FDR,  Hays  Discuss 
Pix'  Post-War  Role 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

talked  generally  of  the  opportuni- 
ties and  responsibilities  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  in  world-wide 
distribution  after  the  war.  Specific 
matters  of  distribution  are  not  be- 
lieved to  have  been  considered  nor 
did  the  discussion  concern  the  show- 
ing of  films  in  occupied  lands  before 
the  end  of  the  war. 

"Even  before  two  world  wars  were 
required  to  compel  men  to  seek  a 
common  road  to  peace,"  said  Hays 
after  the  conference,  "the  motion 
picture  was  on  its  way  toward  its 
present  position  of  a  world-wide 
means  of  entertainment  and  com- 
munication. The  art  has  achieved 
world  dimension  as  a  medium  of  ex- 
pression and  as  a  source  of  enter- 
tainment to   all  men   everywhere. 

"An  international  community  in 
the  art  of  the  motion  picture  al- 
ready exists,"  Hays  continued.  "In 
it  men  of  every  race,  creed  and  na- 
tionality have  found  a  common  de- 
nominator. Over  barriers  of  sus- 
picion, unawareness  and  tradition, 
the  motion  picture  offers  the  lang- 
uage of  pictures,  which  is  the  com- 
mon language  of  mankind." 

Hays  told  The  Film  Daily  that 
he  had  no  other  discussions  planned 
with  officials  here  regarding  the  fu- 
ture of  pictures.  He  spent  some  time 
in  the  local  MPPDA  office,  but  other- 
wise his  business  was  personal. 

May  Eliminate  Occuptional 
Deferment  of  Men  Under  25 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   -DAILY 

Washington — Issuance  of  an  or- 
der to  eliminate  occupational  defer- 
ments for  all  men  under  25  within 
the  next  week  or  two  is  a  real  pos- 
sibility, a  Selective  Service  official  de- 
clared yesterday.  The  plan  being  con- 
sidered would  cancel  job  deferments 
for  studio  employes  and  others  in 
the  film  industry  who  are  under  25, 
but  would  not  affect  dependency  de- 
ferment. 

No  actual  decision  has  yet  been 
reached  on  the  matter,  but  a  memo 
outlining  the  plan  was  reported  to 
have  been  sent  to  state  Selective 
Service  directors  in  order  to  get 
their   reactions. 


He  Won't  Give  Bell 
Any  Preview  "Rope" 

Nobody, — not  even  the  press — , 
will  lamp  "For  Whom  the  Bell 
Tolls"  until  the  premiere  curtain 
rings  up  at  the  Rivoli  on  July  14, 
decrees  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Para- 
mount's  vice-prexy  who  tooted  the 
Technicolor  opus  to  New  York  from 
the  Coast.  "FWTBT  is  not  being 
booked  into  the  projection  room 
circuit,  but  it  will  play  every  other 
circuit,"  he  averred,  and  added, 
"We've  spent  almost  three  years 
making  the  movie,  and  anybody 
who  has  waited  that  long  can  wait 
a   bit   longer." 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Invasion" 

(March   of   Time) 

20th-Fox  18   mins. 

It's    Sure-fire 

Talk  of  an  imminent  invasion  of 
the  European  bastion  makes  the 
latest  March  of  Time  release  as 
timely  as  any  film  could  possibly  be. 
The  film  is  not  concerned  with  the 
possible  routes  of  the  invasion,  but 
rather  with  preparations  necessary 
to  bring  success  to  such  a  venture. 
The  colossal  proportions  of  the  job 
of  transporting  and  keeping  supplied 
an  Allied  invading  force  are  con- 
veyed graphically  and  effectively  in 
a  succession  of  kaleidoscopic  scenes 
of  tremendous   interest. 

One  cannot  but  be  stunned  at  the 
thought  of  the  organizational  work 
involved.  The  footage  gives  a  clear 
and  vivid  picture  of  the  problems 
that  must  be  met  and  overcome  to 
carry  out  a  large-scale  assault  on  the 
European  continent.  The  picture 
deals  chiefly  with  the  work  of  the 
various  Army  departments  whose 
total  collaboration  would  be  neces- 
sary in  any  attack  on  the  Axis  via 
Europe. 

At    this     moment     "Invasion"     is 


"Greetings,  Bait" 

(Merrie    Melodie) 

Warner  7  mins. 

Good 

Quite  funny,  this  Leon  Schlesinger 
Technicolor  cartoon.  The  chief  char- 
acter is  a  worm  doing  an  imitation 
of  Jerry  Colonna.  This  worm's  job 
is  to  trick  fish  into  grabbing  the  hook 
of  the  fisherman  employing  his  ser- 
vices. Several  times  the  worm 
almost  gets  hooked  himself.  This  is 
a  swell  little  number. 


"Motoring   in    Mexico" 

(FitzPatrick  TravelTalk) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Interesting 

In  his  latest  Technicolor  short, 
James  FitzPatrick  takes  the  audi- 
ence on  a  fast  tour  of  Mexico,  offer- 
ing glimpses  of  life  below  the  Rio 
Grande  and  of  some  of  the  beauty 
spots  which  have  made  the  country 
a  magnet  for  travelers.  The  film  lays 
strong  claim  to  beauty.  For  those 
who  want  something  restful  here 
it  is. 


something  that  every  American  will 
be  eager  to  see.     It's  sure-fire. 


New  Prosecutor  to 
Press  Racket  Probe 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dent  Roosevelt.  Corcoran  stated 
that  Boris  Kostelanetz,  who  aided 
Correa  in  the  probe,  which  has  been 
in  progress  for  more  than  two  years, 
will  continue  the  Government's  in- 
vestigation. 

Correa  who  was  the  youngest  Fed- 
eral prosecutor  ever  named  in  this 
district,  has  accepted  a  commission 
as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Coast  Ar- 
tillery Anti- Aircraft  Division  and 
has  requested  an  assignment  to  ac- 
tive combat  duty.  He  was  appointed 
on  Feb.  17,  1941,  by  President  Roose- 
velt to  succeed  John  T.  Cahill  as  U. 
S.  attorney.  He  had  an  active  career 
as  head  of  the  largest  and  busiest 
prosecutor's  office  in  the  nation. 

The  Grand  Jury  probe  of  racket- 
eering in  the  industry  was  insti- 
gated and  carried  out  by  Correa. 
He  took  personal  charge  of  the 
prosecution  of  George  E.  Browne 
and  William  Bioff,  former  IATSE 
executives,  who  were  convicted  for 
extorting  more  than  $1,000,000  from 
film  companies.  He  also  prosecuted 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  on  charges  of 
income  tax  evasion. 

Correa's  final  public  appearance 
as  prosecutor  occurred  last  Tuesday 
when  he  asked  for  bail  of  $100,000 
for  each  of  six  alleged  Chicago  gang- 
sters accused  of  extortion  of  large 
sums  from  the  film  industry. 

Although  Correa  would  not  dis- 
cuss the  matter,  it  is  understood 
that  the  Federal  Grand  Jury  has 
returned  two  sealed  indictments 
naming  numerous  Chicago  labor  of- 
ficials as  well  as  film  executives  as 
defendants.     It  is  likely  that  Attor- 


1943-44  Para.  Lineup 
Won't  Exceed  Current 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

season,  according  to  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. For  the  1941-42  season 
Paramount  announced  approximate- 
ly 45  pictures. 

Because  of  higher  costs,  short- 
age of  materials  and  personalities 
and  other  factors  stemming  from 
the  war,  all  Hollywood  studios  can- 
not help  but  make  fewer  pictures 
than  in  previous  years,  Freeman 
said.  He  added  that  production 
costs  in  the  last  18  months  has 
jumped  25  per  cent. 

Camera  work  has  been  completed 
on  19  features  slated  for  next  sea- 
son. Ten  of  these  pictures  are  in 
the  higher  budgeted  class,  with 
three  costing  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $2,000,000.  Nine  were  produced^ 
on  a  lesser  scale.  Exclusive  of  "For 
Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,"  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  production  invest- 
ment may  hit  up  to  $15,000,000. 


Universal's  Earnings 
Rise  Despite  Stiff  Taxes 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reported      for      the      corresponding 
period  of  last  year. 

Profit  before  providing  for  income 
and  excess  profits  taxes  was  $5,110,- 
942  for  the  26-week  period,  com- 
pared to  $3,741,633  for  the  same 
period  of  last  year. 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


ney  General  Francis  Biddle  will  name 
Kostelanetz  as  special  assistant  at- 
torney general  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  the  defendants. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ians."       This     third — or      is      it     fourth 
letter,  he  still  hopes,  will  satisfy.  .  .  . 
story   behind   it   is   that   the   author   of 
letters  is  trying  to  tell  the  bare  truth  ab 
the  situation,  while  the  officials  off.*»r^ 
his    letters   bounce   are   not   quite   r/ 
be  frank  about  it.     They're  afraid  to  %d 
right   out   and   say   what's   happening.    . 
What  WAC  will   probably   be   told    is   t 
Selective    Service    cannot    void    the    act 
of   a   local   board   per   se,   but   can,   as 
always    been    the   case,    support   an    app| 
against    that    action.      In    the    New    Ha\ 
case,    the     registrants    can     be     reasona 
certain  of  a  favorable  attitude  toward  th  I 
appeal  if  they  have  children.     The  reasc  I 
ing  behind  this  is  that  only  fathers  on  t  i 
national  non-deferrable  list  are  supposed 
be  eligible  for  induction  at  this  point.  T  | 
is    true    even    though    many    fathers    h; 
already  been  drafted  into  the  service.  .    I 
Thus,  if  the  men  are  not  fathers,  Select 
Service  can  do  nothing  to  prevent  the  lo>  s 
board  from  holding  them  non-deferrable  a  < 
cannot  in  any  way  temper  the  action  of  t 
New   Haven   board. 

•  • 

THE  newsreels  needn't  have  felt  so  dow 
'  cast  last  Monday  when  the  ODT  prior 
list  for  transportation  services  was  issuf 
.  .  .  The  truth  is  that  they  still  have  gasoli 
preference,  but  through  OPA  rather  th 
ODT.  ...  The  ODT  list  applies  only 
trucks,  whereas  the  newsreel  crews  i 
almost  without  exception  using  passeng 
cars.  .  .  .  Thus,  although  their  rations  we 
cut  somewhat,  they  still  retain  their  "I 
cards. 


Name  Schaefer  Temporar 
Chairman,  NCEIWA  Com. 
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of  the  Entertainment  Industry  f< 
War  Activities  to  serve  until  tl 
first  meeting  of  the  conferem 
board  at  last  night's  meeting  of  tl 
continuation  committee.  First  mee 
ing  of  the  board  is  expected  to  tal 
place  July  14  and  15. 

Announcement  was  made  that  NAB  "w 
the  first  -organization  to  state  that  it  W| 
paricipate  on  the  conference  board,  althouj- 
invitations  to  the  agencies  in  the  field 
participate  have  not  yet  been  sent  out.  ~SA 
appointed  Walt  Dennis,  chief  of  its  net 
bureau,    as   its   official   representative. 

The    committee    reviewed    a    statement 
be    sent    with    the   invitations    to    all    amus 
ment    organizations    throughout    the   countr 

Leonard  C.  Callahan,  general  counsel  f' 
SESAC  was  added  to  the  continuation  cor 
mittee  as  the  representative  of  the  music 
transcriptions  group.  James  Sauter,  executi^ 
director  of  the  United  Theatrical  War  Acti% 
ties  Committee,  was  commissioned  to  prepa 
a  factual  survey  of  what  has  been  done  l 
the  war  activity  agencies  up  to  date  U 
presentation  to  the  conference  board.  Tl 
continuation  committee  will  meet  again  Ju 
1  to  plan  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  co 
ference  board. 


BIR  Issuing  Blanks  To 
Record  Withholding  Tax 

Washington  —  Blanks  were  bein 
sent  yesterday  to  all  employes  b 
the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  t 
be  used  for  recording  the  amount 
withheld  from  payroll  after  July 
when  the  new  tax  bill  signed  yet 
terday  by  the  President,  takes  el 
feet. 


day,  June  11,  1943 
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Drive  to  Eliminate  Duals  in  St.  Louis  Collapses 

i  ■     .     .  — -  .. — ir-T-        ~^r- 


irthur  Charges  Lack  of 
incerity;  Says  Coun- 
r  Plan  Is  Impossible 


Failure    of   his    campaign    to    end 
•a  f      in  the  St.  Louis  territory  was 

I sd  yesterday  by  Harry  C.  Ar- 

'     -*  Jr.      The    Fanchon    &    Marco 

asserted  that  he  didn't  expect 

suals  to  go  by  the  board  because 

ellow  showmen  in  St.  Louis  had 

proved    themselves    sincere    in 

talk  of  eliminating  them. 

Arthur    said    that    his    drive    had 

ipsed    because    the    counterplan 

ed  as  substitute  for  that  orig- 

proposed  by  him  contained  no 

ision  to  make  the  elimination  of 

s  obligatory.     The  revised  plan 

.res      the      subsequent-runs      in 

Louis  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 

-  -runs  on  all  films,  with  the  pro- 

that  a   picture   exhibited   first- 

in  conjunction  with  a  stage  show 

•onsidered   by   the   neighborhood 

-uburban  houses  as  having  been 

uble-billed    first-run.      This    plan, 

:ording    to    Arthur,    defeats    the 

le  purpose  of  his  campaign.  "No 

can  accept  such  a  plan,"  he  said. 

:hing  will  come  of  it." 

rthur's    plan    provided    for    the 

nation  of  duals  by  all  theaters 

he   same   date.     That  date  had 

i  finally  been  set  as  June  1. 

Expressing    disgust    at    the    way 

•    rrers  had  turned  out,  Arthur  said 

ad  no  intention  of  making  any 

tier  moves  toward  the  elimination 

\    duals   in   his   territory   until   the 

./m eater  men  show  that  they  "mean 

ess   about  dropping   duals    and 

BvLhes." 


wish  Army  Plea 
n  Skouras  Air  Show 


4  special  half-hour  radio  play  on 
■  Skouras  Theaters  War  Effort 
)gram,  "This  Is  Our  Cause,"  over 
ation  WINS  will  be  presented 
■nday  afternoon  by  the  Committee 
•  the  Jewish  Army  of  Stateless 
J  Palestinian  Jews.  The  broadcast, 
leduled  for  4:30  to  5,  will  feature 
original  play,  "Give  Them  a  Gun," 
John  Lansing  and  Louis  Brom- 
d,  based  on  the  pageant,  "We 
11  Never  Die."  Conrad  Nagel 
ids  the  cast. 


eater  Mot.  Pays  $235  Fine 

"'rank    Siclari,    manager    of    the 

fton  Theater  on  Second  Ave.,  yes- 

'day   was    sentenced    in   Yorkville 

Irt  to  pay  a  fine  of  $235  or  spend 

days    in   jail    after   having   been 

nd    guilty    of    five    violations    of 

city   administrative   code.      The 

endant  chose   the  fine. 


'M  Exec.  Committee  Meets 

Chicago — James  C.  Petrillo  and  12 
mbers  of  the  AFM  executive  com- 
^tee  meeting  held  a  session  yes- 
day  at  the  Palmer  House.  Re- 
•tetement  of  members  and  con- 
ct  matters  were  considered,  but 
action  was   taken   on  radio   ban. 


Studio  Buys  Building  in  Frisco,  Wrecks 

it  und  Salvages  Lumber  for  Set  Building 

With  purchase  of  new  lumber  for  studio  use  under  drastic  war-time  re- 
strictions, one  studio  in  its  search  for  second-hand  lumber,  which  is  unrestricted, 
purchased  a  building  in  San  Francisco,  had  it  wrecked  and  the  salvaged  lumber 
and  other  materials  shipped  to  Hollywood  for  use,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  AMPP 
prexy,   disclosed   at   a   trade    press   luncheon    conference   at   the   Astor   yesterday. 


Canada  to  Cut  Film  Stock 

Gov't  Chiefs  Confer  on  Limitations,  Priority 


(Continued 

Roy  Geddes,  administrator  of  supply, 
as  controller. 

It  is  already  decided  National  Film 
Board  here  will  have  top  priority 
for  film  stock  to  insure  propaganda 
subjects  but  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry (theatrical)  will  be  in  a  re- 
stricted position  with  regard  to 
available  product  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

A  serious  view  is  taken  of  the 
situation  on  account  of  the  film 
stock  restrictions  in  the  United 
States  and  pictures  produced  or 
printed  in  Canada  from  master  neg- 
atives imported  from  across  the 
border  or  England  will  be  sharply 
reduced   it    is    promised. 

The  Control  Advisory  Committee 
is  made  up  of  members  of  the  Can- 
adian Film  Laboratories,  National 
Film  Board,  Eastman  Kodak  and  R. 
G.  McMullen,  administrator  of  The- 


from  Page  1) 
aters  and  Filirs  on  the  Government 
Trade  Board,  as  well  as  Geddes  and 
Messinger. 

The  latest  order  will  not  cover 
Technicolor  in  any  width  imported 
from  United  States,  which  comes 
under  export  permit  arrangements 
of  the  Washington  Government,  nor 
does  it  affect  16  mm.  negatives  or 
positives. 

The  move,  which  is  expected  to  be 
drastic  in  its  final  scope,  will  hit  film 
distributors  and  theaters  more  than 
Government  or  commercial  users  and 
may  bring-  sharp  revision  in  book- 
ing arrangements  for.  the  coming 
season. 

Asked  if  the  National  Film  Board 
would  have  all  the  film  stock  it  want- 
ed under  the  new  measure,  a  spokes- 
man for  the  Prices  and  Trade  Board 
replied  it  would  have  priority,  but  up 
to  a  reasonable  degiee. 


WMC's  Naming  of  Jaffe 
Gives  Body  Film  Expert 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

counties  as  Rockland,  Nassau  and 
Suffolk,  and  has  been  active  in  the 
preparation  and  formulation  of  the 
Manpower  Stabilization  Plan.  For 
the  past  several  weeks,  he  has  been 
in  charge  of  conduct  of  appeals  un- 
der the  plan,  and  has  been  State 
Chairman  during  the  past  four 
months  of  the  Acceptance  Commit- 
tee of  the  Manning  Plan  Unit,  which 
approves  manning  plans  submitted 
by  defense  plants  throughout  the 
state,  after  inventory  of  manpower 
utilization    in    each    plant. 

Selective  Service  replacement 
schedules  are  governed  in  large 
measure  by  manning  plan  review 
submitted  by  each  plant.  One  of 
the  purposes  of  the  unit  is  to  co- 
operate with  Selective  Service  to 
feed  men  of  draft  age  into  the  armed 
forces  in  an  orderly  fashion  so  that 
production  is  not  impaired. 

Any  steps  taken  by  the  film  in- 
dustry's several  branches  in  the  lo- 
cal area,  whether  they  be  theaters, 
film  carriers,  technicians,  and  other 
workers,  with  respect  to  manning 
problems,  will  necessarily  come  un- 
der the  Manpower  Stabilization 
Plan.  Appointment  of  Jaffe  to  post 
of  legal  consultant,  and  his  active 
experience  in  the  various  ramifica- 
tions of  the  manpower  problem,  will 
provide  the   Government  with  coun- 


"Tolls"  Produced  Without 
Pressure,  Asserts  Freeman 
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out  pressure  from  political  groups 
or  sympathizers  with  either  the 
Loyalist  or  Fascist  elements  of 
Spain  or  the  present  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, itself,  according  to  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Paramount's  pro- 
duction chief,  who  currently  is  in- 
New  York.  Freeman  brought  a 
print  of  the  Ernest  Hemingway 
story  to  New  York. 

"For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  will 
be  released  in  15,200  feet  with  a 
running  time  of  two  hours  and  57 
minutes.  Freeman  said.  Without 
prints,  the  production  cost  $2,970,- 
000,  including  the  screen  rights.  An 
additional  layout  of  more  than 
$200,000  will  be  made  for  prints. 

Freeman  said  the  picture  was 
made  without  any  thought  of  cre- 
ating political  issues  but  merely  to 
tell  a  story  about  people  living  in  a 
cour.try  torn  by  civil  war. 


Argue  Gary  Appeal  June  28 

Oral  argument  before  the  motion 
picture  appeal  board  in  New  York 
on  the  Gary,  Ind.,  clearance  com- 
plaint has  been  set  back  from  June 
14  to  June  28. 


sel  thoroughly  versed  in  all  phases 
of  its  own  as  well  as  motion  picture 
industry  affairs. 


Shartin  Leaves  WB; 
Beilan  fo  Cleveland 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
when  the  company  holds  its  Chicago 
regional    sales    meeting,    July    8-10. 
Meanwhile,   Jack   Shumow  will  con- 
tinue as   Chicago  branch  manager. 

At  the  same  time  yesterday  Kal- 
menson  announced  that  Charles  Bei- 
lan, member  of  the  sales  staff  in  the 
Philadelphia  territory,  had  been  pro- 
moted to  branch  manager  of  the 
Cleveland  office,  succeeding  Leo 
Blank,   who   resigned. 

Kalmenson  left  New  York  last 
night  for  Chicago. 

New  Year  Book 
Of  Movie  World 

Not  only  the  large  number  of  men 
and  women  engaged  actively  in  one 
or  more  branches  of  the  great  mov- 
ing picture  industry  but  the  public 
generally  will  find  interest  in  the 
25th  annual  edition  of  the  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures.  It 
is  undoubtedly  the  largest,  most 
complete  and  most  interesting  book 
or  publication  of  any  kind  issued 
regularly  in  connection  with  all  of 
the  many  branches  and  divisions  of 
the  moving  picture  world. 

The  1943  Year  Book,  of  which 
Jack  Alicoate  is  editor  and  with 
whom  Chester  B.  Bahn,  editor  of  the 
Film  Daily,  collaborated,  contains 
more  than  one  thousand  pages  and 
is  probably  the  largest  and  most 
complete  of  all  the  25  annual  edi- 
tions of  this  fine  trade  publication. 
There  are  few  if  any  important 
facts  concerning  motion  pictures,  ac- 
tors, theatres,  titles  of  productions, 
producers  and  other  people  and 
phases  of  the  industry  that  are 
omitted  from  this  book.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  1943  Year  Book  is  un- 
der way  at  this  time  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  will  arouse  widespread 
interest  and  enthusiasm. 

Reprinted  from 

The   Daily   Sentinel, 
Grand  Junction,  Colorado 

May    13,    1943 
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SXHIBS.  DROPPING  PLANS  FOR  D  OF J  HELP 

hree  May  Produce  Under  Selznick  Sponsorship 


Editorial 


Film  Costs 

.  .  .  some  factors 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    = 

A/HY  are  production  costs  mounting  in 
^'     the  face  of  war-time  studio  economy 

shooting,  Government  restrictions  on  ex- 
;nditures  for  new  materials  for  set  con- 
ruction  and  the  departures  from  "lot" 
ay  rolls  of  top-salaried   male  stars? 

It's  a  question  heard  with  increasing  f re  - 
uency  these  days  in  some  exhibition 
oarters,   and    it   might   not   be   a    bad    idea 

t  spotlight  some  of  the  factors  which   are 
t  only  cancelling  out  those  savings  noted 
ut  which  are  tilting  costs  materially. 

First,  and  importantly,  there's  the  matter 
f  labor  costs.  The  war  has  brought  a  shor- 
ige  of  craftsmen — the  armed  forces  and 
ar  industries  have  both  taken  heavy  toll, 
tudio  contracts  specify  a  36-hour  week, 
oday  the  craftsmen  actually  are  working  48, 
rith  time  and  a  half  for  the  extra  12 
ours.  Figure  out  for  yourself  the  percentage 
icrease   in   labor  overhead. 

o  

THEN  there's  the  matter  of  talent  charges. 
'  What  with  the  loss  of  producers,  direc- 
ors,  writers  and  male  talent  to  the  mili- 
ary, obviously  it's  hardly  a  buyer's  market, 
o,  while  some  telephone  number  salaries 
|  ave  been  erased,  the  general  remunerative 
endency  has  been  upwards.  The  scramble 
or  new  talent,  too,  has  and  is  contributing 
o  the  "lift." 

Significant  further,  surely,  is  the  fact 
nat  during  the  Broadway  season  just  closed 
lollywood  studios  jumped  their  invest- 
nent  in  the  film  rights  to  stage  plays 
o  more  than  $3,000,000  as  against  $1,122,- 
00  in  the  previous  season.  In  other  words, 
uring  the  season  just  closed  the  industry 
•aid  25%  as  much  for  play  rights  as  it  did 
n  the  14-year  period  ending  in  1941. 
es.  more  plays  were  acquired  this  season 
han  in  1941-42,  it  is  true.  But  there  were 
ar  more  plays  costing  six  figures,  a  re- 
lection  as  much  of  the  stiff  competitive 
•idding  as  of  the  movie  b.  o.  potentialities 
t'f  the  plays  involved. 

o  

the    studio    savings    through    the 

*  instrumentality  of  Government   restric- 

ions  on  expenditures  for  new  materials  for 

et  construction,  it's  pretty  much  a  mirage. 

lere's  one  revealing  reason  why.     Take  the 

.    >300    new    lumber    order.       Obviously,    you 

|     an't   build    a    production   with   $300    worth 

if  new  lumber.    Okay,  you  can  turn  to  used 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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Deals  with  Johnson,  Hitch- 
cock and  Stevenson  Seen; 
Start  of  "Away"  Delayed 

By  RALPH  WILK 
West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  At  least  three  pro- 
ducers  are  expected  to  make  pictures 
for  United  Artists  release  under  the 
sponsorship  of 
David  O.  Selz- 
nick.  However, 
no  deal  has  been 
finalized  as  yet 
with  Nunnally 
Johnson,  who  is 
scenarizing"The 
Keys  of  the 
Kingdom"  as  his 
final  assignment 
at  20th  Century- 
Fox. 

It   is    not   un- 
likely that  Selz- 
nick    will    close 
producer  deals 
with    Alfred    Hitchcock    and    Robert 


DAVID  O.  SELZNICK 


(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Short  End  Raw  Stock 
Order  Hits  (hiselers 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Sources  close  to  the 
recent  "crackdown"  by  WPB  on  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Argentine  Producers  Set 
American  Raw  Stock  Split 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail — 
Passed  by  Censor — Eaw  stock  re- 
cently    received    from     the     United 

< Continued  on  Page  6) 


Knife  Battles   Voir 

in  N.  It.  Balconies 

St.  John,  N.  B. — Rough-and-tum- 
ble fights  in  which  knives  are  used 
are  becoming  increasingly  frequent 
in  theater  balconies  here  as  young 
hoodlums  and  vandals  make  film- 
going  a  hazard. 

Exhibitors  are  in  a  dilemna  in 
trying  to  cope  with  the  balcony  dis- 
turbers and  vandals.  The  only  solution 
consists  of  physically  capable  men, 
but  there  is  a  shortage  of  these. 
Women  and  girls  only  complicate 
the  disorder  and  vandalism  when 
they  try  to  pour  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters.  The  balcony  thugs  recog- 
nize only  the  law  of  force,  or  po- 
tential force.  They  pay  no  heed, 
other  than  flirtatiously,  to  the  pleas 
of  female  theater  help  to  behave. 
In  fact,  the  femmes  seem  to  stimu- 
late them  to  further  excesses  in 
disorder   and    damage. 


Organizations  Change 
Plans  as  Wright  Nixes 
Hope  for  Minn.  Action 


July  Stamp  Drive 
For  Plane  Carrier 


In  association  with  the  nation's 
retailers  and  newsboys,  the  film  in- 
dustry next  month  will  stage  a 
drive    for    the    sale    of    $130,000,000 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Believed  Now  Public  Will 
Not  See  Capra  Training  Pix 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Washington — It's  a  good  bet  that 
the  remainder  of  the   series   of  pix 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  Sales 

Blocks  Staying  Despite  Exhib.  Opposition 


20,000th  "York"  Playdate 
Indicates  Repeats  of  90% 

Warners'  statistical  department 
revealed  Friday  that  "Sergeant 
York"  had  reached  its  20,000th  play- 
date,  indicating  that  the  picture  had 
played  repeat  dates  to  the  extent  of 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Despite  protests  against  small 
block-selling  and  a  plea  for  full  sea- 
son buying  privileges,  exhibitors  ap- 
pear to  be  fully  convinced  that  the 
distributors  will  retain  their  pres- 
ent sales  policies,  a  checkup  revealed 
yesterday. 

While  selling  plans  of  each  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Recent  statement  by  Robert  L. 
Wright  of  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice to  the  effect  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  a  separate  action 
in  Minnesota  over  exhibitor  protests 
on  sales  policies  is  reported  to  have 
changed  the  plans  of  several  state 
exhibitor  organizations. 

Moves  to  bring  Government  pres- 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


Mean  Highway  Seen 
Post-War  Pix  Boon 


The  Alcan  Highway  connecting 
the  United  States  with  the  far 
reaches  of  Alaska  which  was  re- 
cently completed  by  this  country  and 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mexican  Exchange  Union 
Asks  20%  Salary  Boost 

Labor  union  which  controls  the 
film  exchange  employes  in  Mexico 
City  has  asked  wage  increases  rang- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


IfiPO  Local  Honoring 
All  Warrior  Sons 

Syracuse — Dedication  of  a  memor- 
ial plaque,  honoring  members  of 
Local  376,  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union,  in  the  armed  forces,  will  be 
held  this  morning  at  10  o'clock  in  foy- 
er of  Keith's  Theater  here.  Names 
of  Syracuse  film  projectionists  who 
served  in  World  War  I,  along  with 
those  serving  in  the  present  con- 
flict, will  be  inscribed  on  the  honor 
roll  which  will  hang  in  union's  meet- 
ing hall  in  Labor  Temple  after  the 
dedication.  George  Raaflaub,  of 
the  Eckel  Theater,  and  William  Max- 
on,  of  the  Paramount,  comprise 
dedication  committee  and  have  ar- 
ranged a  program  of  patriotic  speech- 
es and  musical  numbers.  A  large 
industry  delegation  will  attend,  to- 
gether with  city  officials  and  labor 
leaders. 


'FLING  OUT,  WITH  CHEER  AND  SHOUT,  TO  ALL  THE  WINDS  OUR  COUNTRY'S    BANNER" 
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Army  Confirms  Report 
Zanuck  on  Inactive  List 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Darryl  F.  Zanuck  has 
been  on  the  Army's  inactive  list  since 
May  31.  Confirmation  for  The  Film 
Daily  reports  of  June  2  and  8  was 
offered  yesterday  by  the  Army's  bu- 
reau of  public  relations.  The  Twen- 
tieth-Fox executive  applied  for  re- 
lease from  active  service  last  March. 

Imray  Estate  Above  $50,000 

Rochester  —  Howard  H.  Imray, 
former  advertising  manager  of  the 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.  who  died  June  3, 
left  an  estate  estimated  at  "more 
than   $50,000." 


SI  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

The   Human   Comedy    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 16th   week Astor 

Mission    to    Moscow    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 7th    week Hollywood 

The  More  the  Merrier   (Columbia   Pictures) — 5th  week Music   Hall 

Action   in   the   North   Atlantic    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — 4ih   week Strand 

Five  Craves  to  Cairo   (Paramount  Pictures) — 3rd  week Faramount 

My   Friend   Flicka    (Twentieth-Century-Fox) — 3rd   week Roxy 

Cabin   in   the  Sky    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) — 3rd    week Criterion 

Bataan     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) — 2nd     week Capitol 

Captive   Wild   Woman    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd   week Rialto 

Mr.    Big    (Universal    Pictures) Globe 

Spitfire    (RKO    Radio-Leslie    Howard)     Rivoli 

Gone  With   the  Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)    (b) Abbey 

Edge    of    Darkness    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Giidersleeve's  Bad  Day   (RKO  Radio  Pictures)    (a) Talace 

Days   of   Old    Cheyenne    (Republic    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New  York 

Wings  Over  the  Pacific    (Monogram    Pictures) — Opens   tomorrow    (a) New  York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The    Russian    Story    (Artkino    Pictures) — 2nd   week Stanley 

Soy  Puro  Mexicano   (Mr.   Ehrenreight) — 2nd  week 8elmonf 

Guadalajara      (Maya     Films) World 

♦    FUTURE  OP  EMU  US    * 

Coney    Island    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — June    16 Roxy 

Stage  Door  Canteen   (United  Artists-Sol   Lesser) — June  24 .Capitol 

The    Youngest    Profession    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures)     (c) Music  Hall 

Dixie   (Paramount  Pictures) — June  23 Faramount 

Bombardier    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

Background   to   Danger    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — July   2 Strand 

Aerial    Gunner     (Paramount     Pictures) — June     19 Rialto 

Best    Foot    Forward     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — June    29 Astor 

Crash    Dive    (Twentieth    Century-Fox) — June    17    (a-b) Palace 

Sarong  Girl    (Monogram   Pictures) — June   17    (a) Palace 

Simon     Bolivar     (Mr.     Ehrenreight) — June     18 Belmont 

(a)    Dual   bill,    (b)    Subsequent    run    <c)    Follows   current    bill. 


ODT  Reported  Drafting 
Truck-Sharing  Project 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — ODT  is  declared  by 
authoritative  channels  here  to  be 
drafting  a  truck-sharing  plan  for 
the  nation,  whereby  co-operative  de- 
liveries will  be  effected,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  manpower  problem, 
as  concerns  truckmen,  can  be  stabi- 
lized and  the  war  effort  generally 
aided. 

What  deliveries  of  motion  picture 
films  on  any  co-operative  basis  can 
be  achieved,  because  of  the  unique 
character  of  such  sezwice,  is  not 
known  definitely,  but,  it  is  said,  all 
forms  of  commercial  deliveries  are 
being  considered  by  ODT  in  its  all- 
embracing  deliberations.  One  of  the 
factors  impelling  ODT  to  tighten 
the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of 
such  commercial  deliveries  is  said 
to  be  the  drop  in  backlog  of  trucks, 
comparatively  few  of  which,  some 
40,000  in  new  condition  remain. 


Blum's  Sherman  Action 
For  $150,000  Settled 


The  $150,000  breach  of  contract 
action  brought  by  David  Blum 
against  Harry  Sherman,  Hollywood 
producer,  has  been  settled,  accord- 
ing to  papers  filed  in  New  York  Fed- 
eral Court  on  Friday.  The  action 
was  marked  off  the  Federal  Court 
calendar. 

Blum  had  charged  the  producer 
with  breaching  a  contract  entered 
into  in  1926  under  which  the  for- 
mer was  to  receive  one-third  of  all 
profits  derived  by  the  latter  from 
the  sale  of  motion  pictures,  plays  or 
other  productions  in  which  Sherman 
was  interested.  Blum  claimed  that 
the   producer  had    made   more    than 


Film  Cosis 

.  .  .  some  factors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
lumber.    But  not  only  is  the  cost  of  second- 
hand   lumber    moved    skywards,    but    there's 
the    labor    problem    involved    in    putting    it 
in  shape  to  be  used. 

Labor — if  you  can  get  it — is  costly,  as 
has  been  remarked.  So,  when  the  studio 
is  through  playing,  its  charge-off  for  lumber 
is  well  above  that  in  those  halcyon  days 
when  the  purchasing  department  could  call 
up  the  yard  to  deliver  so  many  thousand 
board   feet. 


IT  must  be  obvious  as  well  that  the 
'  departure  of  the  thoroughly  schooled, 
trained  and  skilled  Hollywood  manpower 
in  itself  contributes  to  the  higher  costs. 
Lack  of  the  "know  how"  means  more  time 
is  required  and  if  ever  there's  a  place 
where  time  is  money — and  big  money — 
It's    Hollywood. 

Finally,  practically  everything  else  that 
the  studios  purchase  these  days  necessarily 
reflects  the  higher  costs  of  living.  Add 
'em  all  together  and  it's  easy  to  under- 
stand why,  as  Y.  Frank  Freeman  remarked 
the  other  day,  a  feature  that  cost  $1,500- 
000  some  18  months  ago  today  nicks  the 
old  studio  bankroll  for  $2,000,000  or  $2,- 
500,000. 


Eastman's  Fiege  Dies 
In  Training  Accident 

Rochester — Aviation  Cadet  Grant 
W.  Fiege,  formerly  with  the  East- 
man Kodak  Co.,  was  killed  in  an  air- 
plane accident  at  Perrin  Field,  Tex., 
according  to  word  received  here  by 
his  wife. 


$450,000  and  had  refused  to  account 
to  the  plaintiff.  The  size  of  the 
settlement  was  not  disclosed. 


Chi.  Stagehands  Denied 
Salary  Increase  of  5% 


Chicago— IATSE  Stagehands' 
cal  2  has  been  denied  approval 
a  five  per  cent  wage  increase  grar 
by  employers,  according  to  notifi 
tion  received  from  E.  B.  McNatt, 
cal    wage    stabilization    director. 


Richard  F.  Walsh,  IATSE  he 
said  here  on  Friday  that  apr 
would  be  made  in  the  Governnffil 
action  refusing  the  Chicago  swr 
hands  a  five  per  cent  wage  mere* 
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ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Plctur 

Gala  Stage   Revue    a    Symphony  Orchestra 
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In  the  laboratories  where  the  science 
of  sound  recording  is  an  open  book 
(&  — where  the  engineering  principles 

used  in  making  sound  pictures  were  worked  out — 
engineers  are  now  applying  their  knowledge  and 
skill  to  the  development  of  new  implements  of 
warfare. 

What  these  new  weapons  are — what  they  will 
do — and  how  they  will  do  it — must  naturally  be 
kept  secret. 

But  you  may  be  sure  of  two  things.  First:  the 


III 


engineers  at  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories  and 
Western  Electric — who  gave  the  screen  its  voice 
—  are  playing  an  important  part  in  this  work. 
Second:  the  new  knowledge  they  are  gaining 
today  will  lead  to  still  finer  sound  recording  equip- 
ment when  the  war  is  won. 


Electrical  Research  Products  Division 

OF 

Western  Electric  Company 

INCORPORATEP  *  ' 

195  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 
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Foreign  Language 
Papers  In  Pix  Poll 


Under  the  auspices  jointly  of  the 
American  Foreign  Language  Press, 
of  which  Sigmund  Gottlober  is  di- 
rector, and  the  Foreign  Press  Film 
Critics  Circle,  an  intensive  poll  is 
currently  being  conducted  in  the  for- 
eign language  newspapers  through- 
out the  United  States  in  order  to 
determine  the  film  tastes  and  habits 
of  the  millions  of  fans  served  by 
those   papers 

This  is  the  first  time  in  industry 
annals  that  a  nation-wide  survey  has 
been  conducted  exclusively  among 
this  important  increment  of  the  na- 
tional population,  and  Gottlober  as- 
serted yesterday  that  its  aim  is  not 
only  to  give  the  Foreign  Press  Film 
Critics  Circle  an  accurate  barometer 
of  the  cinematic  preferences  of  for- 
eign-language theater  patrons,  but 
even  more  especially  to  provide  the 
trade  itself  with  information  which 
will  be  helpful  in  guiding  it  to  the 
full  potential  of  revenue. 

Poll  embraces  movies  shown  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  1943,  and  the 
representative  productions  selected 
for  ballotting  total  14.  Of  these  the 
moviegoer  is  asked  to  select  a  first, 
second  and  third  preference.  In  the 
categories  of  actors  and  actresses, 
14  of  each  are  listed  for  voting. 
Other  questions  asked  the  public  of 
foreign  language  newspaper  patron- 
age are  concerned  with  frequency  of 
attendance  and  the  number  of  adults 
and  children  attending. 

An  interesting  and  constructive 
query  is  directed  to  the  patrons  of 
metropolitan  New  York,  seeking  in- 
formation as  to  what  local  theater 
in  the  Broadway  sector  they  prefer. 
The  voting  will  conclude  on  June 
25.  Another  such  survey  aimed  at 
the  tastes  and  preference  of  indi- 
vidual fans  nationally  is  expected  to 
be  launched  later  this  year  in  order 
that  an  accurate  gauge  for  the  en- 
tire 12  months'  span  can  accrue  to 
the  Foreign  Press  Film  Critics  Cir- 
cle, which  annually  ballots  on  the 
best  pictures  and  performances.  The 
Circle  was  formed  last  December, 
and,  since  that  time,  has  witnessed 
most  of  the  worth-while  motion  pic- 
tures  in   local    screening   rooms. 

Skelton's  Brother  Dead 

Mansfield,  O. — Denny  I.  Skelton, 
37,  brother  of  "Red"  Skelton,  died 
at  his  home  here  of  a  heart  attack. 


Gertrude   Turtchen         Major   Edward    Bowes 
John  Neary 


•  •  •  MIAMI  Beach's  new  Mayor,  the  same  being  Mitchell  Wolf- 
son,  with  Sidney  Meyer  owner  of  the  Wometco  circuit  in  Florida  and 
himself  a  vice-president  of  the  MPTOA,  was  honored  with  a  cocktail 
party  at  the  Hotel  Plaza  on  Friday  afternoon.  Host  was  his  brother. 
Dr.  William  Wolfson,  of  Brooklyn,  and  from  4  o'clock  until  the  early 
evening  the  extremely  popular  exhibitor  and  city  official  was  busy 
shaking   hands   with    industry    leaders,    kinsfolk    and    a   host   of    family 

friends Mrs.    Wolfson    and    Dr.    Wolfson    with    the    guest    of   honor 

headed   the    receiving   line Mitchell,   who   entered   film   biz    via    a 

single    house    back    in    1924,    now   in    association    with    partner    Meyer 

operates  a  chain  of  16  in  the  Miami  sector But  like  many  another 

film  man   these   days,   he   finds   time   for  civic   service   with   its  infinite 

demands Incidentally,    prior    to    his    election    as    Mayor,    Wolfson 

was    on    the    city    council    in    Miami    Beach    for    three    years Film 

figures  in  to  pay  their  respects  included  Nathan  Bobbins,  George 
Dembow,  Rube  Jackter,  Jack  Alicoate,  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Tom  Kennedy, 

Sherry  Kane,  William  Formby,  just  to  name  a  few Wolfson  heads 

back  for  the  mayoralty  chair  today 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  DOWN  Philadelphia  way,  the  board  of  canvassmen  of  the 
Variety  Club  has  just  approved  a  $4,000  contribution  to  aid  spastic 
paralysis  sufferers  through  the  Board  of  Education,  and  money  will  be 

made  available  as  needed  over  a  period  of  time In  addition,  the 

Ladies  Auxiliary  contributed  $500  for  same  purpose Sam   Gross, 

Chief  Barker,  made  the  announcement.  .  .  #  Simon  &  Schuster  will 
soon  publish  an  amazing  book,  "Hitler  and  the  Ten  Commandments," 
contents  comprising  chapters  especially  written  for  it  by  Thomas  Mann, 
Rebecca    West,   Sigrid    Undset,   Hendrik    Van    Loon,   Louis   Bromfield, 

Franz  W  erf  el,  John  Erskine,  and  other  writers  of  similar  stature, 

Armin   L.    Robinson    will   edit    the   volume Deal   was   closed    by 

William  B.  Jaffe,  ace  film  attorney,  who  is  also  handling  the  motion 
picture  rights.  .  .  #  UA's  new  and  gargantuan  press  sheet  for  Sol 
Lesser's  "Stage  Doo?  Canteen"  is  a  honey,  loaded  with  showmanship 
ideas,  ad  and  publicity  material,  all  of  u>hich  will  fill  any  exhib.'s 
need  in  promoting  for  maximum  coin  this  standout  film  fare.  .  .  %  A. 
P.  Waxman  is  going  to  produce  W.  Somerset  Maugham's  renoiuned 
South  Sea  saga,  "Rain,"  as  a  musical  play  under  the  title,  "Miss  Sadie 

Thompson" The  Waxman  pact  with  Maugham  and  John  Cotton 

provides  for  "an   artist  worthy    of  comparison   with    the   late   Jeanne 

Eagels" So—  Waxman   is  exploring  fields   of   opera,  stage,  screen 

and  radio  to  select  the  successor  to  La  Eagels 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  SIX  key  Manhattan  public  libraries  each  have  this  week  a 
16-picture  pictorial  synopsis  of  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  hanging  on 
their  respective  walls.  .... -Bob  Gillham's  Paramount  exploiteers  ar- 
ranged the  setup,  supplying  the  photos  and  captions  to  tie  in  with 
premiere  a  week  from  today  of  FWTBT  at  the  Rivoli.  .  .  •  Allen 
Wardwell,  chairman  of  the  N.  Y.  Committee  of  Russian  War  Relief, 
clarions  that  Joseph  E.  Davies,  personal  envoy  of  FDR  to  Premier  Joe 
Stalin,  will  speak  at  a  "Tribute  to  Russia"  meeting  in  Randall's  Island 

Stadium   on   Sunday,   June    27 With   gasoline    restrictions    in   force. 

Film   Row-ites    attending    will   probably   shuttle    over    to    the   East   Side 

subway Directions:  Follow  the  Red  line.  .  .     •   In  justice  to  New 

York's  film  houses.  Mayor  La  Guardia  should  have  his  eyes  re-exam- 
ined  Otherwise,  imagine   the  summonses   that  will  be  forthcoming 

when  Hizzoner  drives  past  local  stands  and  sees  banners  advertising 
Walt  Disney's  "Bongo" 

T            T            T 
•      •      •     A  VENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


COminG  and  GOIDG 


HAL  HORNE,  director  of  advertising,  explo 
tion  and  publicity  of  20th-Fox,  will  ren 
at  the  Coast  studio  for  another  week. 

MACK  GORDON,  20th  Century-Fox  song  wr 
will  return  to  the  studio  today  after  sev 
weeks   in   New   York. 

BOB  MONTGOMERY,  assistant  to  Hal  » 
at  20th-Fox,  and  JACK  GOLDSTEIN,  New 
publicity   manager,   left   today   for  Joliet, 


JACQUES  TOURNEUR,,  arrived  in  New^f  1 
from    Hollywood   on   Saturday. 

KERMIT    STENGEL    of    the    Crescent    Ami  [ 
ment  Co.,   is  in  New  York,  stopping  at  the  1 
coin    Hotel. 

LOU  PELEGRINE  of  the  Film  Daily  edito 
staff  starts  a   two-week   vacation   today. 

WILLIAM  SAAL  arrives  from  the  Coast  to 
for  a  short  visit  at   Republic's  Home  Office. 

M.  J.  SiEGEL,  president  of  Republic  F 
ductions,    Inc.,   left   Friday   for  the  Coast. 

LT.     MONROE     RUBINGER,     former     Midv. 
field   representative   for  Warners   is   now   in  f>  j 
York  on   a    10-day   leave. 

ARTHUR  SACHSON,  assistant  general  mana 
for    Warners    and    JULES    LAPIDUS,    Eastern 
vision    sales    manager,    returned    over    the   we  1 
end   from   a   swing   around    the   central    territ< 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  Warners  playdate  I 
partment,   is   back  from  a   New   England  trip.  I 

IRVING  YERCIN  of  Warners  special  eve 
department  has  left  Detroit  for  Minneapolis  o 
rhe  week-end. 

BILLIE  BURKE  arrives  in  Hollywood  ft 
New    York    tomorrow. 

CLAUDETTE    COLBERT    heads    East    from 
Coast  tomorrow. 

FRANCIS  HARMON  planed  to  the  Coast  fr 
Kansas    City     Friday. 

A.    H.    BLANK    and    MYRON    BLANK    of    7 
States  1  heater  Corp.,  Des  Moines,  arrived  in  N 
York   Friday   for  conferences  with   Leonard  Co 
enson,    Paramount    vice-president    in    charge    I 
theater    operations. 

HUNTER  FERRY,  president  of  Dominion  Th<  I 
tres,    Inc.,   Charlottesville,   Va.,   is   in   New   Yo  I 

EARL  J.  HUDSON,  president  of  United  I  I 
troit  i  heaters,  and  JACK  KEEGAN,  buyer  a  I 
booker,  have  left  for  Detroit  after  a  New  Y<  I 
visit. 

Y.    FRANK    FREEMAN,    Paramount    vice-pre  | 
dent   in   charge   of   studio   operations,    leaves 
Washington,    this    morning.       He    will    return 
New    York    Wednesday    and    plans    to    leave 
Hollywood  on   Friday. 


Neilson  Continues 
As  S  &  S  Governor 


Rutgers  Neilson,  publicity  ma; 
ager  of  RKO  Radio,  was  re-elect< 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Gover: 
ors  of  Dexter  Fellows  Tent,  Sain 
and  Sinners  of  America.  Westbnx 
Pegler  is  slated  to  be  the  organiz; 
tion's  next  Fall  Guy,  Neilson  state 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


BILL  GREEN,  exploiteer  for  M-G-M,  Des  Moim 
BERT   TIGHE,    Western    Michigan    salesman,    R 

public. 
RUSSELL     BAKER,      manager,      National      Sere 

branch,  Seattle. 
JONAS  PERLBERC.  manager,  Ridge  Chicago. 
MALCOLM     WLLIAMS,     service    staff,     Chica 

Theater,    Chicago. 
GEORCE      TRUCKENMILLER,      assistant,      Rox 

Springfield,    III. 
RUSSELL    A.    MOSS,    manager,    Lincoln,    Danvill 

III. 


EASTMAN 
FILMS 


More  than  ever  the  main- 
stay of  the  motion  picture 
industry,  with  every  foot 
contributing  its  full  share 
of  exceptional  quality. 


EASTMAN      KODAK      COMPANY 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  DISTRIBUTORS 
Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 
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Exhibs.  Drop  Plans 
For  Help  of  D  of  J 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

sure  in  an  effort  to  level  off  terms 
which  the  exhibitors  have  been  as- 
serting were  unreasonable  will  be 
tabled  until  after  the  trial  period 
of  the  New  York  consent  decree  ends 
in  November,  it  is  understood.  Sev- 
eral state  organizations  were  said 
to  have  been  quietly  preparing  to 
seek  the  assistance  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  in  straightening  out 
controversies  over  rentals. 

Wright  pointed  out  in  Washing- 
ton last  week  that  all  complaints 
docketed  with  the  D  of  J  were  being 
studied  by  the  Department  which 
will  define  its  consent  decree  pol- 
icy before  the  final  expiration  of  the 
New  York  decree. 


Argentine  Producers  Set 
American  Raw  Stock  Split 

{Continued  from  Page    1) 

States  finally  has  been  distributed 
to  Argentine  producers  on  the  ba- 
sis of  25  reels  for  features  and  10 
for  shorts.  The  comparatively  larg- 
er quantity  allotted  to  shorts  pro- 
ducers is  interpreted  as  a  conces- 
sion to  the  various  official  organiza- 
tions making  short  subjects. 

The  distribution  was  made  with 
the  proviso  that  producers  start 
production  within  30  days  after  hav- 
ing received  the  film.  In  all  5,355 
reels  were  distributed. 


Mexican  Exchange  Union 
Asks  20%  Salary  Boost 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  from  2  per  cent  to  22  per  cent, 
according  to  the  new  contract  forms 
received  by  the  home  offices.  The 
present  contract  between  the  Amer- 
ican film  companies  and  their  Mex- 
ican employes  expires  on  Aug.  1. 
The  new  demands  call  for  an  aver- 
age increase  of  20  per  cent  over  last 
year. 

Heasley  Sells  to  Barr 

Marienville,  Pa. — Marien  Theater, 
owned  by  H.  J.  Heasley,  has  just 
been  sold  to  John  L.  Barr  of  Rimers- 
burg. 


Wometco  Men  Staff 
Army's  Info.  Center 

Miami,  Fla. — First  to  sign  up  un- 
der a  new  program  which  enrolls 
men  in  the  Army  Information  Ser- 
vice at  Miami  are  14  from  Wometco 
theaters.  Included  is  Mitchell 
Wolfson,  head  of  the  organization 
and  also  the  newly  elected  mayor 
of  Miami  Beach.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  total  of  30  men  will  be  re- 
cruited from  the  organization  so 
that  the  information  center  may 
have  a  complete  "Wometco  Shift." 
The  workers  will  serve  on  three- 
hour  shifts  day  or  night,  and  several 
times  a  week. 


HCLI_yHD€D  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

BERYL    McCUTCHEON,    Metro. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

ALEXIS   SMITH,    "Conquests,"   Warners. 
ANDRE    DeTOTH,    direct    "Nine    Girls,"    Colum- 
bia. 

CASTINGS 

ANN  SHIRLEY,  JAMES  DUNN,  "Government 
Cirl,"  RKO;  EVE  ARDEN,  "Cover  Cirl,"  Colum- 
bia; FRANK  SULLY,  "Something  About  a  Sol- 
dier," Columbia;  ODETTE  MYRTIL,  "Without 
Notice,"  Columbia;  LUDWIG  DONATH,  "The 
Strange  Death  of  Adolph  Hitler,"  Universal; 
MARY    ANDERSON,     "The     Lodger,"     20th-Fox; 


EMMETT    LYNN,    JODY    GILBERT,    BEN    ERWAY, 
"I    Was    a    Criminal,"    Monogram. 

LOA*NED 

DICK     POWELL,    by     Paramount    to     Metro     for 
"Meet     the     People." 

STORY  PURCHASES 

"Duchess    of    Broadway,"    original    FRED    KLEIN- 

ERT,    by    Monogram. 
"Noon   to   Midnight,"    by   MARION    PARSONNET, 

Metro. 
"Sea  Frontier,"  by  COM.  HERMAN   E.  HALLAND, 

USN,     Metro. 

RELEASED 

ELEANOR    FOW6LL,    by    Metro. 


Three  May  Produce 
UnderSeiznick  Banner 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

Stevenson,  who  are  now  under  con- 
tract to  him  as  directors.  There  had 
been  conversations  between  Selznick 
and  Henry  Koster  looking  toward 
to  a  producer  pact,  but  Koster  has 
since  joined   M-G-M   as   a   director. 

Selznick's  initial  picture,  "Since 
You  Went  Away,"  which  was  slated 
for  a  July  15  send-off,  is  not  expected 
to  get  before  the  cameras  until  the 
first  or  second  week  in  August.  It 
has  five  starring  roles,  two  of  which 
will  be  filled  by  Shiiley  Temple  and 
Monty  Woolley,  the  latter  playing  a 
crusty  old  colonel. 

"Since  You  Want  Away,"  which 
will  be  published  in  book  form  by 
the  Whittlesy  Publishing  House,  is 
based  on  a  series  of  letters  by  a  wife 
to  her  soldier-husband,  and  is  now 
being  scenarized  by  its  author,  Mar- 
garet Duell  Wilder,  who  is  working 
in  association  with  Selznick.  No 
director  has  been  named  as  yet,  but 
Stanley  Cortez,  who  is  under  con- 
tiact  to  the  Culver  City  producer, 
will  be  the  cameraman. 

Stephen  Longstreet,  author  of  the 
novel,  "The  Land  I  Love,"  is  working 
on  its  screenplay,  and  the  producer 
expects  to  devote  two  years  to  prepa- 
ration of  this  story,  which  deals  with 
America's  growth  during  the  past  40 
years. 


Dominion  Day  on  July  1 
Cheers  Canadian  Exhibs. 


Montreal — Exhibitors  are  the  only 
class  who  are  not  disappointed  over 
an  announcement  today  that  Domin- 
ion Day  will  be  celebrated  Thursday, 
July  1,  instead  of  Monday,  July  5, 
as  previously  decided.  An  Order-in- 
Council  making  the  change  was  an- 
nounced by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Abolition  of  the  long  week-end  holi- 
day by  reducing  train  and  bus  travel 
is  expected  to  augment  theater  audi- 
ences. 


Loans  Miss  Bergman  to  Metro 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — David  O.  Selznick  has 
loaned  Ingrid  Bergman  to  M-G-M  for 
a  starring  role  in  "Gaslight"  to  be 
directed  by   George   Cukor. 


Short  End  Raw  Stock 
Order  Hits  Chiselers 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

sale  of  35  mm.  raw  stock  in  lengths 
of  100  feet  revealed  on  the  week- 
end that  the  June  4  directive,  kill- 
ing the  original  order  which  per- 
mitted such  sales,  was  actually  in- 
stituted because  certain  trailer  out- 
fits allegedly  have  been  violating 
at  least  the  spirit  of  raw  stock  allo- 
cation arrangement  between  the  in- 
dustry  and   the   Government. 

At  the  time  of  the  WPB  can- 
cellation of  permission  to  buy 
strips  of  film  less  than  100 
feet  in  length  a  week  ago  last 
Friday,  the  impression  created  here 
was  that  the  move  was  made  pri- 
marily against  owners  of  35  mm. 
so-called  candid  cameras,  and  that 
the  object  was  to  assure  film  for 
Red  Cross  appeals,  short  announce- 
ments and  trailer  use. 

Now,  informing  channels  say  that 
the  alleged  practice  of  certain  trailer 
outfits  themselves  was  the  target 
of  WPB  wrath,  but  that  the  latter- 
resorted  to  a  "diplomatic"  tack  in 
explaining  the  cancellation  of  the 
formerly  prevailing  practice  of  per- 
mitting purchase  of  the  under  100 
feet  of  film  in  strips.  The  offend- 
ing trailer  organization,  it  is  re- 
ported, bought  such  strips  and  spliced 
them  together  for  use.  Further,  it 
is  charged,  strips  of  film,  consider- 
ably longer  than  100  feet,  were,  on 
occasion,  acquired  and  divided  into 
the  legal  length  so  as  to  meet  the 
"letter"  of  the  law  in  case  any  ques- 
tions were  asked  or  investigation 
instituted.  Climactically,  it  is  im- 
plied that  the  Government  is  "wise 
to  the  fact"  that  all  the  candid  cam- 
era fans  who  purchased  the  less 
than  100  feet  strips  of  film  were  not 
"acting  for  themselves"  in  a  pho- 
tographic hobby. 

The  film  leakage  is  totally  stop- 
ped as  the  result  of  the  new  WPB 
crackdown,  it  is  asserted. 


USO  Moves  Headquarters 

The  USO  moved  its  headquart- 
ers in  the  Empire  State  Building  to 
the  tower  of  the  building  last  week- 
end. It  now  occupies  the  56th  and 
57th  floors  and  half  of  the  58th 
floor. 


Distribs.  Sticking 
By  Sales  Policies 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

pany  are  not  expected  to  be  an 
nounced  officially  until  each  sale 
meeting  is  held,  exhibitor  leader 
say  that  they  have  had  no  indica 
tion  from  the  sales  chiefs  that  th 
blocks-of-five  will  be  dropped  in  M 
vor  of  the  pre-decree  method  by™ 
five  consenting  companies. 

Although  exhibitor  association 
have  gone  on  record  opposing  th 
small-block  plan,  many  theater  owr 
ers  advocate  the  system's  retentioi 
One  argument  advanced  in  its  fgf 
vor  is  the  elimination  of  the  neces 
sity  of  waiting  for  the  end  of  th 
season  to  get  adjustments.  Any  ac 
justment  required,  according  to  th 
argument,  may  be  sought  at  th 
completion  of  each  block.  Anothe 
argument,  according  to  one  exhib 
tor,  is  that  buying  in  small  block 
requires  a  theater  owner  to  pa 
more  attention  to  his  deals  and  t 
make  himself  a  "better  bargainer. 

As  for  the  distributors,  they  ai 
pear  to  be  non-committal  for  th 
time  being,  indicating  that  an 
change  in  policy  would  be  announce 
at  the  sales  conferences.  But  a  m; 
jority  of  the  exhibitors  are  not  o\ 
timistic  over  the  chances  of  resor 
ing  to  full-season  selling,  unle; 
some  sort  of  Government  edict  di 
manded  it. 


Believed  Now  Public  Will 
Not  See  Capra  Training  Pi 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

made  for  the  Army  special  servi< 
division  by  Lt.  Col.  Frank  Capi 
may  never  be  pushed  for  publ 
showing.  Although  the  Army's  pul 
lie  relations  bureau  was  anxious  1 
show  the  public  the  entire  series  < 
seven,  public  reaction  to  "Preluc 
to  War"  has  failed  to  live  up  1 
their  expectations,  and  the  remaindc 
of  the  series  may  be  reserved  f( 
showing  only  to  the  troops. 

Thus    the    only   two    service   filn 
now  on  hand  for  which  public  shoV 
ing   will   almost   certainly   be   askd 
are   Capt.  John  Huston's  color  fil' 
now  called  "Report  from  the  Aleil 
tains"  and  the  picture  on  the  Nor1 
African    campaign    currently    beir 
put    together    by    Cols.    Capra    ai 
William  Keighley,  the  latter  repr 
senting  the  Army  Air  Force. 


Dorothy  Peschell  Resigns 

Chicago — Dorothy  Peschell,  assi 
tant  to  May  Tinee,  Tribune  fil 
critic,  has  resigned  to  join  her  hu 
band,  Lt.  Bob  Haley,  formerly  RK 
publicity  director  here,  at  his  We 
Virginia    station. 


BACK  IN  CIVVIES 

Honorably  Discharged 


HUNTZ    HALL,    of    Monogram's    East    Side    K 
from  Army. 


: 


onday,  June  14,  1943 


THE 


*  DAILY 


luly  Stamp  Drive 
for  Plane  Carrier 


{.Continued   from   Payc    1) 

•vorth    of    War    Stamps,    with    the 

i  noney    to   be   used   to    construct   an 

raft    carrier    to    be    named    the 

I  'Shangri-La,"  it  was   announced   at 

I  Ye  week-end. 

|| Vll  WAC   divisions   are   mobilized 

-  ^nd  the  Theaters  Division  in  this 
i  ive,  which  is  scheduled  to  begin 
m  July  1.  The  Newsreel  Division, 
n  co-operation  with  the  Pictorial 
3ranch  of  the  War  Department,  has 
irranged  to  shoot  a  clip  of  Gen. 
'ames  Doolittle  in  Africa  buying  the 
irst  dollar's  worth  of  stamps.  This 
sequence,  as  well  as  others  which 
nay  result,  will  serve  as  an  "un- 
official"   trailer. 

The  Public    Relations    Division    around    the 
Dmitry    will    immediately    be^in    a    publicity 
•arrage,    after    meetings    with    Theaters    and 
hstributor    Divisions    personnel    in    the    vari- 
•Us   exchange    areas   have   been    held    to    out- 
ine  specific  plans.     The  Trade  Press  Division 
I   at    work    preparing   a   series    of    advertise- 
nents    which    will    run    in    all    industry    news- 
-     to    spotlight    the   job   to   be  done. 
Through  the  Hollywood  Division,   the  stars 
brill     be     enlisted     to     pose    for     "stills"     for 
■  wspapers,   magazines,   and  appear  in  news- 
There   is   a   possibility  that   there  will 
oe     a    radio     program     which     will     emanate 
torn      Shangri-La." 
The    Treasury's    own    radio    time     will    be 
I     to    ballyhooing    the    campaign    and 
til]    tell    listeners    to    go    "to    their    favorite 
heater  and   buy   a  dollar's   worth  of  stamps." 
Fhe  War  Savings  Staff   press  book  will  reach 
•xhibs.    in    a    day    or    so.       This    will    be    im- 
'ited    by    a    special    "flyer"    which    is   in 
■reparation   by  the  WAC,   and   which  will  be 
Shipped    well   before   July    1. 

'^Declare  a  Half  Holiday 
^For  Fox  Outing  June  30 

The  20th-Fox  home  office  building 
-v ill  close  its  doors  at  noon  on  June 
10  for  .the  Home  Office  Family  Club 
mting  to  be  held  at  Bear  Mountain 
Dark.  Distribution  of  tickets  for  the 
iff  air  will  start  today.  Spyros 
Skouras,  president  of  the  company, 
.vill  head  the  20th-Fox  executives 
.vho  will  take  part  in  the  outing. 
*Vmong  them  will  be  Tom  J.  Connors, 
W.  C.  Michel,  Hermann  Place,  Syd- 
ley  Towell,  Murray  Silverstone, 
William  C.  Gehring.  The  outing 
narty  will  be  1,000  strong. 


Eyes  Will  Dance  To 
See  These  Banners — 

Sponsored  by  the  industry's  WAC 
in  conjunction  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  "T"  flags  will  be 
raised  today  at  1 :30  p.  m.  on  Great 
White  Way  theaters,  climaxing 
ceremonies  which  will  commence 
along  the  famous  thoroughfare  a 
half  hour  earlier.  Thousands  are 
expected  to  witness  the  patriotic 
festivities  in  which  the  banners 
of  the  United  Nations  will  fly,  the 
Army  Band  will  play,  and  WAACS, 
WAVES,  SPARS  and  entertainment 
world  stars  will  participate.  Latter 
will  formally  raise  the  "T"  flags 
on  the  various  theaters.  It's  all 
very  appropriate, — for  today  is  Flag 
Day. 


reviews  of  new  films 


"Two  Tickets  To 
London" 

wth   Alan   Curtis,    Michele    Morgan 
Universal  77  Mins. 

MELODRAMA  WITH  WAR  THEME 
MAKES  A  GOOD  BOOKING  FOR  DUAL 
BILLS;    FILLED   WITH    SUSPENSE. 

"Two  Tickets  to  London"  is  taut  melo- 
drama told  suspensefully,  although  a  bit 
too  drawn-out.  It  fails  within  the  classi- 
fication of  the  chase  film,  developing  a 
cat-and-mouse  game  between  the  leading 
character  and  the  authorities  that  sustains 
the  interest  well  and  makes  for  more  than 
passable  entertainment  for  those  who  have 
a    taste    for    melodrama. 

Director  Edwin  L.  Marin,  aided  by  cam- 
eraman Milton  Krasner,  has  built  up  a 
mood  of  expectancy  and  subdued  excitement 
that  helps  to  fix  the  attention.  Marin 
has  directed  at  a  deliberate  pace  that 
creates  mounting  tension. 

The  action  takes  place  in  England.  The 
person  sought  by  the  authorities  is  Alan 
Curtis,  an  American  seaman  accused  of 
signalling  the  Nazi  submarine  that  sank 
three  British  merchantmen  in  an  Atlantic 
convoy.  Circumstantial  evidence  is  against 
him  and  he  knows  he  must  find  the  guilty 
one  if  he  hopes  to  clear  himself.  His 
search  proves  fruitless  until  he  is  captured 
and  brought  to  trial.  The  real  culpril 
turns  out  to  be  the  steward  en  the  ship 
on  which  he  served  as  first  mate.  The 
ending  is  somewhat  weak  as  ir  solves 
things  a   bit   too  conveniently. 

Important  to  the  plot  is  a  romance  be- 
tween Curtis  and  Michele  Morgan  an  en- 
tertainer, who  believes  in  him  until  her 
brother  is  killed  when  his  ship  is  tor- 
pedoed. Bitterness  over  the  tragedy  causes 
her  to  report  Curtis  to  the  police.  When 
Curtis  is  released  and  the  truth  becomes 
known,  she  is  all  contrition.  The  film 
winds  up  with  Curtis  and  Miss  Morgan 
back  in  each   other's  arms. 

Marin  also  served  as  producer  of  the 
Tom  Reed  screenplay,  which  is  based 
on  a  story  by  Roy  William  Neill. 

The  film  contains  some  good  acting  on 
the  part  of  Curtis,  Miss  Morgan,  Barry 
Fitzgerald,  Dooley  Wilson,  Mary  Gordon, 
Oscar  O'Shea  and  one  or  two  others. 

Cast:  Alan  Curtis,  Michele  Morgan,  C. 
Aubrey  Smith,  Barry  Fitzgerald,  Dooley  Wil- 
son, Torquin  Olivier,  Mary  Gordon,  Oscar 
O'Shea,  Colin  Kenny,  Shirley  Collier,  Mary 
Forbes,     Holmes     Herbert. 

Credits:  Producer,  Erwin  L.  Marin;  Direc- 
tor, Edwin  L.  Marin;  Screenplay,  Tom 
Reed;  Based  on  story  by  Roy  William  Neill; 
Cameraman,  Milton  Krasner;  Art  Directors 
John  B.  Goodman,  Robert  Boyle;  Film 
editor,  Milton  Carruth;  Musical  Director, 
Charles  Previn;  Musical  Score,  Frank  Skin- 
ne. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 

Tourneur  Here  Seeking  Talent 

Jacques  Tourneur,  director,  arrived 
in  New  York  from  Hollywood  on 
Saturday  to  select  a  group  of  play- 
ers, none,  with  screen  experience, 
for  the  Casey  Robinson  production, 
"Revenge,"  which  he  will  direct  at 
the  RKO   studio. 


"Ghosts  on  the  Loose" 

with  The   East  Side  Kids  and  Bela  Lugosi 
Monogram  65  mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
CHASE      FOR      NAZI      AGENTS      IN 
"HAUNTED"     HOUSE     PACKS     SUSPENSE 
AND  COMEDY. 

This  is  a  very  nice  offering  and  should 
please  those  exhibitors  who  have  been 
playing  producer  Sam  Katzman's  series 
featuring  The  East  Side  Kids.  Monogram 
has  declared  a  dividend  with  this  one. 
They  threw  in  Bela  Lugosi  for  bad"  meas- 
ure. And  the  presence  of  that  b.  o.  monster 
certainly  adds  to  the  harum-scarum  atmos- 
phere prevalent  in  all  of  these  opuses. 
The  kids  are  as  funny  as  e/er.  The  leading 
man  in  this  one  is  clever  and  handsome, 
and  the  leading  lady,  Ava  Gardner,  is  as 
lovely — and  in  a  few  short  scenes — seems 
as  talented  as  almost  any  of  the  younger 
crop  of  glamour  gals  in  town.  Director 
W  Hum  Beaudine  keeps  things  moving  at 
a  nice  pace. 

The  story,  authored  and  scripted  by  Ken- 
neth Higgins,  deals  with  the  activities  of 
ihe  Kids  in  a  haunted  house.  Of  course, 
the  house  isn't  really  haunted — except  by 
a  band  of  Nazi  agents  who  are  properly 
menacing — and  timely.  The  chase,  which 
continues  throughout,  is  well  done.  There 
is  no  contact  between  the  good  and  the 
bad  factions  until  the  final  reel,  which 
makes  for  a  suspenseful  picture.  All  the 
bad  guys  are  captured  and  all  the  good 
guys  are   happy   in   the   end. 

CAST:  Leo  Gorcey,  Huntz  Hall,  Bobby 
'ordan,  Bela  Lugosi,  Ava  Gardner,  Rick 
/allin,  Minerva  Urecal,  Wheeler  Oakman, 
Stanley  Clements,  Billy  Benedict,  Sammy 
Morrison,  Bobby  Stone,  Bill  Bates,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Tom  Herbert,  Bob  Hill,  Frank 
Moran,   Peter  Seal. 

OREDTS:  Producers,  Sam  Katzman  and 
Jack  Dietz;  Associate  producer,  Barney 
A.  Sarecky;  Director,  William  Beaudine; 
Author,  Kenneth  Higgins;  Screenplay,  same; 
Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler;  Editor,  Carl 
Pierson;  Sound,  Glen  Glenn;  Set  designer, 
David  Milton. 

DIRECTION,  Good  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Alcan  Highway  Seen 
As  Post- War  Pix  Boon 


(Continued  from   Pat/c    1) 

Canada,  is  expected  to  prove  a  tre- 
mendous boon  to  the  picture  indus- 
try following  the  end  of  the  war, 
according  to  important  trade  sources. 
The  road,  which  makes  accessible 
areas  heretofore  difficult  to  reach, 
will  speed  the  shipment  of  product 
to  theaters  in  the  territory,  it  is 
said. 

In  most  instances  the  practice  has 
been  to  make  film  deliveries  twice  per 
year  to  meet  the  needs  of  exhibi- 
tors in  the  territory  now  serviced 
by  the  Alcan  traffic  artery.  It  is 
now  hoped  to  make  frequent  ship- 
ments, thereby  assuring  theater  men 
in  Alaska  fresher  product. 

The  highway  also  is  expected  to 
facilitate  the  dispatch  of  film  enter- 
tainment to  our  service  men  sta- 
tioned in  Alaska. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  PROMOTED  * 

PVT.  BERNARD  W.  LEVY,  USA,  formerly  dis- 
trict manager  for  Proven  Pictures  in  Hart- 
ford,   Conn.,    to    pfc. 

*  ARMY  * 

JAMES  NORMAN  WELSH,  assistant  manager  of 
the    Fox    Theater,    Detroit. 

*  COAST  GUARD  * 

JACK  FERENTZ,  president  of  the  Detroit  Fed- 
eration of  Musicians,  apprentice  seaman, 
Auxiliary     Coast     Cuard. 

Unchaperoned  Kids 
Barred  After  8  P.M. 


Omaha  —  First-run  theaters  here 
announce  a  plan  whereby  there  will 
be  no  admission  of  unchaperoned 
children  to  the  theaters  after  8  p.m. 

This  is  the  result  of  growing 
juvenile  delinquency  manifested  by 
^oops  of  youngsters  running  wild 
into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 
A  child  accompanied  by  an  adult 
will  be  admitted  to  the  theaters. 

No  tickets  will  be  sold  to  children 
under  15.  The  idea  was  started  by 
Manager  Bill  Miskell  of  the  Orpheum 
and  other  first-runs  soon  followed. 
They  are  the  Brandeis,  Omaha  and 
Paramount. 


20,000th  "York"  Playdate 
Indicates  Repeats  of  90% 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

about  90  per  cent.  Both  figures  are 
believed  by  Warner  execs,  to  be 
records  of  their  kind. 

Other  interesting  playdate  rec- 
ords shown  in  the  latest  analysis  by 
the  Warner  playdate  and  statistical 
departments:  —  "Casablanca,"  has 
had  the  speediest  booking  on  record, 
playing  more  than  12,000  engage- 
ments in  a  little  over  four  months 
and  still  going  strong;  "Yankee 
Doodle  Dandy,"  more  than  11,000 
playdates  in  about  five  months; 
"Desperate  Journey,"  13,300  play- 
dates;  "Gentleman  Jim,"  12,700; 
"George  Washington  Slept  Here," 
12,500;   "Now,  Voyager,"   12,750. 

All  of  these  pictures  are  still  be- 
ing actively  booked,  with  repeat 
dates  making  up  most  of  the  busi- 
ness. 


IAVE  Asks  Equality  in  Raw 
Stock  Rationing  With  Trade 


Chicago — At  the  National  War 
Conference  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Advancement  of  Visual  Education, 
held  in  the  Medinah  Club  here  on 
Thursday,  representatives  of  21 
companies,  including  the  Visual  Edu- 
cation Association  under  the  chair- 
manship of  O.  H.  Coelln,  Jr.,  adopted 
a  resolution  asking  equality  in  raw 
stock  film  rationing  with  the  amuse- 
ment industry. 

Advertising  films,  under  Govern- 
ment edict,  are  out  for  the  duration. 


TAKE  OUR 


FAVORITE 

WORD! 


Trailers  and  Accessories 
on 

PRELUDE  TO  WAR 

Are  Available  af 
National  Screen  Exchanges 


.  .  .  And  in  war  times  .  .  .  SERVICE  is  that  priceless  entity  .  .  .  that  results 
from  years  of  painstaking  effort  toward  an  ideal  .  .  .  in  spite  of  inadequately 
trained  personnel  ...  in  spite  of  restricted  materials  ...  in  spite  of  shipping 
bottlenecks  .  .  .  Theatres  shall  be  serviced  with  Advertising  .  .  .  Sometimes 
the  fight  seems  to  go  against  us  .  .  .  when  all  our  years  of  knowing  WHAT 
TO  DO  .  .  .  HOW  TO  DO  IT  BEST  .  .  .  AND  QUICKEST  .  .  .  is  of  little  avail . . . 
it  is  at  these  times  that  we  earnesty  bespeak  your  help  .  .  .  for  after  all 
.  .  .  we  cannot  perform  miracles  .  .  .  but  our  motto  is  still  ,  .  .  "Don't  let 
the  picture  die"  ...  so  help  us  keep  it  alive  and  kicking  .  .  .  IN! 

nmionniCxtetW  service 

{^/piuie  bust  or  thi  mousiRf 


STANDARD    ACCESSORIES    •    SPECIALTY    ACCESSORIES    •    TRAILER 


New  Minne$6t#cf]ndie  Unit  Still  Seeks  Gov't  Aid 

THE- 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


(See  Columns  2  and  3  Belozv) 
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lOTH-FOX  TO  VOTE  ONFULL  CONTROL  OF  NT 

lew  Zealand  Lifts  Restrictions  on  Remittances 


IRevenue  Estimated  at  Mil- 
ion;  MPPDA  Weighs  For- 
eign Distribution  Problems 


New    Zealand    has    agreed    to    re- 

laove      the      monetary      restrictions 

l.hich  have  prevented  remittance  of 

Kmerican    motion    picture    funds    to 

lhe    United    States.       This    was    an- 

lounced   yesterday   at  a   meeting  of 

I'he     MPPDA     board     of     directors. 

'rior  to  Jan.  1,  American  companies 

;ad    approximately   $1,500,000    "fro- 

tinued  on   Pain-  S) 


H  Anti-Delinquency 
Shorts  in  Prospect 


Shorts  designed  to  curb  juvenile 
ielinquency  may  be  forthcoming 
rom  four  major  companies  this  year. 
?he    four    companies     are     Warner 

(Continued  on   Pa 


20th-Fox  Names  Clay  Hake 
Pittsburgh  Branch  Mgr. 

Tom  J.  Connors,  vice-president  in 
harge  of  sales  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
esterday    announced    the    appoint- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Feminine  Vandalism 
Worries  in  Ottawa 

Ottawa  —  Lipstick-smeared  mir- 
rors, pencilled  rhymes  on  walls, 
smashed  washrooms  fixtures,  damaged 
seats  are  giving  Ottawa  exhibitors 
their  biggest  headache,  it  was  re- 
vealed at  a  meeting  of  the  Ottawa 
Picture  Theater  Association  at  the 
Chateau  Laurier.  The  smaller  thea- 
ters in  outlying  parts  of  the  city  are 
worst  hit. 

Women  were  said  to  be  almost 
as  bad  as  men  in  doing  damage. 
Their  rest  rooms  were  marked  with 
lipstick  on  the  walls  and  washroom 
facilities  were  thrown  about  just  as 
much  as  those  in  the  men's  rooms. 
In  some  cases  even  taps  had  been 
stolen  from  the  wash  basins  while 
cigaref  trays,  mirrors  and  similar 
articles  alsc   have   been   taken. 


EXHIBITOR  SURVEYS  BY  UNIVERSAL 

Branches  to  Gauge  Reactions  to  All  Types  of  Pictures, 
Says  Scully  as  Sales  Meet  Opens 


Chicago — Universal   will    continue 
to  anticipate  trends  in  entertainment 
rather  than  following  them,  William 
A.  Scully,  vice-  J^^^^^— 
president  and  j 
general     sales 
manager,  said 
here  yesterday  on 
the  eve  of  the  an- 
nual   sales    meet- 
ing   which    opens 
today    in    the 
Blackstone  Hotel. 
Sessions  will  run 
through  Friday 
and    will    be    at- 
tended by  home 
office    and    studio  •' 
executive  person- 
nel in  addition  to    william  a.  SCULLY 
district  and  branch  managers 

Scully  said  that  in  order  to  keep 


as  close  to  the  public  pulse  as  pos- 
sible, Universal  would  make  a  point 
this  year  in  seeing  that  its  local 
offices  throughout  the  country  con- 
ducted surveys  among  exhibitors  in 
an  effort  to  gauge  reactions  to  all 
types  of  pictures 

Success  of  the  company's  pictures 
in  the  last  six  years  has  been  due 
mainly  to  its  policy  of  flexibility, 
the  "U"  sales  chief  asserted.  Be- 
cause it  is  becoming  increasingly  dif- 
ficult in  these  abnormal  times  to 
gauge  public  taste,  Universal's  new 
program  will  be  well  balanced  with 
drama,  comedy,  musical  and  adven- 
ture themes,  Scully  said. 

"This  does  not  mean  that  we  have 
any  pre-conceived  notions  about 
whether  nor  not  we  will  make  pic- 
tures dealing  with  the  war,"  he  add- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


Production  Picks  Up 
As  14  New  Pix  Start 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Production,  relatively 
slow  last  week,  bounds  back  during 
the  current  stanza,  with  14  new 
features  getting  the  gun  in  local 
studios.  New  starters  bring  the  num- 
ber shooting  to  51.    The  check-up: 

At    Columbia:    Three    shooting. 

Samuel  Goldwyn:  Shooting  "The 
North  Star." 

At  M-G-M:     Eleven  shooting,  in- 

(Continued   on    Page   6) 


Allied  (alls  Four 
Caravan  Meetings 


Because  of  plans  for  intensified 
activity,  the  Allied  Caravan  Com- 
mittee will  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
in  various  territories,  starting  June 
24  in  Cleveland.  Second  meeting 
will  be  held  during  the  New  Jersey 
Allied  convention  on  June  30  at  West 
End,  N.  J.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  and  Rotus 
Harvey  will   conduct   similar   meet- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Minn,  indies  in  Fighting  Mood 

To  Submit  Unfair  Selling  Practices  to  Gov't 


Grainger  Names  Walton 
To  Midwest  Sales  Post 


Chicago — Reorganization  of  Re- 
public's district  sales  setup,  to  pro- 
vide closer  home  office  sales  super- 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


By  GEORGE  E.  GUISE 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Minneapolis  —  Individual  com- 
plaints of  unfair  selling  practices 
which  some  exhibitors  claim  are  forc- 
ing independent  operators  out  of 
business   will   be   gathered   through- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Meeting  Called  for  July  6 
To  Act  on  Proposal  to  Buy 
Chase  Stock  for  $13,000,000 


Complete  control  of  National  The- 
atres Corp.,  will  pass  to  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Film  Corp.,  if  the  stock- 
holders vote  favorably  on  a  pro- 
posal to  buy  the  58  per  cent  inter- 
est in  National  Theatres  now  held 
by  the  Chase  National  Bank.  A 
special  stockholders'  meeting  has 
been  called  for  July  6  at  11  a.m.  at 
the  company's  home  office  in  New 
York  to  consider  and  act  upon  the 
matter  of  exercising  20th-Fox's  op- 
tion to  purchase  the  stock.  Option, 
held  by  20th-Fox  to  buy  the  Chase 
stock  expires  Nov.  30,  this  year. 
Twentieth-Fox  already  owns  42  per 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


More  Coin  lo  Spend 
KeepsGWTWRunning 


Business  and  bookings  on  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  have  been  so  heavy 
that  M-G-M's  plan  to  withdraw  the 
picture  in  April  was  suspended  and 
it  is  likely  that  it  will  continue  to  be . 
available  until  the  end  of  August. 

With   more   money   in   circulation, 
patrons   in  the   smaller  theaters  no 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Henry  Loew,  Kin  of  Circuit 
Founder,  Dies;  Rites  Today 

Rites  will  be  held  at  11  a.m.  today 
in  Universal  Funeral  Chapel,  Lexing- 
ton Ave.  and  52nd  St.,  for  Henry 
Loew,  66,  brother  of  the  late  Marcus 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Freeman,  Officials 
to  Meet  Tomorrow 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Paramount  vice-president,  arrived 
here  yesterday  to  confer  with  offi- 
cials of  the  Bureau  of  Internal 
Revenue's  salary  stabilization  unit  and 
Lowell  Mellett,  chief  of  the  OWI 
motion  picture  bureau.  He  will  see 
both  the  BIR  officials  and  Mellett 
tomorrow, 
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Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2V2%) 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.    . 

East.  Kodak   1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,   Inc 

Paramount    

RKO    

RKO  $6   pfd 

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 
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NEW   YORK 
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Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

103       102       102         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 3'/8       3  3'/8  —     Vs 

Radio-Keith    cvs.     . ..      1%        1 1/2        1%      

Sonotone  Corp 3%       31/2       31/2  —     Vs 

Technicolor    12%     12         12       —     % 

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal   Picts 
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Krantz  Heads  New  York 
Sales  for  Film  Classics 


Charlotte,  N.  C — Board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Theater  Owners  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  will  meet  at  the 
Hotel  Charlotte  tomorrow,  to  hear 
the  report  of  President  Roy  Rowe  of 
Burgaw,  N.  C,  on  the  MPTOA  board 
meeting  in  New  York. 

In  the  evening  the  board  members 
will  attend  the  industry  dinner  at 
which  R.  J.  O'Donnell  of  Texas,  na- 
tional chief  barker  of  the  Variety 
clubs,  will  be  guest  speaker. 

Officers  and  board  members  expected  to 
meet  in  Charlotte  tomorrow  are  Mrs.  Walter 
Griffith,  secretary  and  treasurer,  of  the  head- 
quarter* office  here;  first  vice-president  A.  P. 
Sams,  Jr.,  of  Statesville,  N.  C„  and  second 
vice-president  Boyd  Brown  of  Winnsboro,  S. 
C;  C.  H.  Arrington,  A.  G.  Buchannon,  George 
D.  Carpenter,  Chas.  B.  Floyd,  E.  L.  Hearne, 
O.  T.  Kirby,  T.  A.  Little,  H.  F.  Kincey,  J.  F. 
Miller,  and  Lyle  M.  Wilson,  North  Carolina 
board  members,  and  H,  B.  Berry,  A.  I.  Mason, 
J.  C.  Long,  and  Ben  Strozier,  South  Carolina 
members. 


Charles  Krantz,  formerly  head  of 
Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  been 
named  New  York  sales  manager  of 
Film  Classics,  Inc.,  which  will  open 
its  own  branch  at  630  Ninth  Ave. 
shortly.  Film  Classics  will  distribute 
past  successes  of  Hal  Roach,  Gau- 
mont  British  and  others.  Irvin 
Shapiro  is  the  general  manager. 


Paramount  Puts  $150,000 
Behind  "Tolls"  Opening 


Metropolitan  dailies  will  get  the 
major  portion  of  the  $150,000-plus 
bankroll  which  Paramount  will 
spend  in  its  advance  campaign  for 
the  New  York  run  of  "For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls"  which  gets  under  way 
with  a  $4.40  top  world  premiere  at 
the  Rivoli  July  14.  Entire  gate  at 
the  opening  night  will  go  to  the 
newly-created  National  War  Fund. 
Michael  J.  Kavanaugh  will  handle 
the  two-a-day  run.  A  veteran  of 
the  road-show  field,  Kavanaugh  re- 
cently has  managed  the  Broadway 
theater. 


Limit  Deferment  for  Men 
In  18  to  25  Age  Bracket 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Occupational  defer- 
ments for  men  between  18  and  25  as 
of  July  1,  will  be  limited  to  six 
months  "unless  the  job  involved  is 
exceptionally  important  to  the  war 
effort  and  extremely  difficult  to  fill." 
Limitation  is  noted  in  instructions 
for  the  filing  of  replacement  sched- 
ules and  includes  single  men  and 
merried  men  without  children. 

Men  in  the  foregoing  categories 
are  to  be  listed  for  replacement  dur- 
ing the  last  half  of  the  year.  Mar- 
ried men  with  children  are  to  be 
listed  but  not  scheduled  for  release 
prior  to  Oct.  1.  WMC  noted  that 
the  latter  does  not  set  a  date  for  the 
drafting  of  fathers. 


"Crash  Dive"  Top  May  B.O. 
Pic  in  Army's  Theaters 


Twentieth-Fox's  "Crash  Dive"  was 
the  No.  1  box-office  favorite  in  War 
Department  theaters  during  May,  it 
was  announced  yesterday  by  Fred 
Bund,  Jr.,  assistant  director  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture  Service. 

UA's  "Lady  of  Burlesque"  finished 
second,  followed  in  order  by  Univer- 
sal's  "White  Savage,"  Columbia's 
"The  More  the  Merrier"  and  Loew's 
"The    Human    Comedy." 


Blach  in  Charge  of 
MOT  Sales  Policies 

Roy  E.  Larsen,  president  of  Time, 
inc.,  yesterday  announced  the  desig- 
nation of  Howard  Black,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge 
of  advertising 
sales  for  Time, 
Life,  Fortune, 
to  assume 
charge  of; 
March  of  i 
Time  sales  j 
and  distribu- 
tion     policies.  | 

Black  will 
make    a    spe- 
cial  study  with  j 
Tom   Connors,! 
vice    -     presi- 
dent in  charge  j 
of      world 
wide  distribu-       HOWARD    BLACK 
tion  for  Twentieth-Fox,  of  sales  and 
distribution    methods    as    applied    to 
MOT's   releases  and   other   products. 


Paramount  Stockholders 
To  Vote  on  Resolutions 

Action  on  four  resolutions  pro- 
posed by  a  minority  stockholder 
and  the  election  of  directors  are 
scheduled  to  be  the  principal  items 
of  business  to  come  before  the  Para- 
mount stockholders  at  their  annual 
meeting  today. 

The  resolutions  are  concerned 
with  a  discussion  of  the  annual  re- 
port at  each  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, ownership  by  directors  of 
100  shares  of  stock,  the  taking  of 
verbatim  stenographic  records  at  the 
stockholders  meetings  and  a  pro- 
posal with  respect  to  auditors  of  the 
corporation. 

The  present  board  of  directors  is 
up  for  re-election. 


Added  Aleutian  Footage 
Requested  by  Newsreels 

Newsreel  editors  are  reported  to 
have  asked  for  several  hundred  ad- 
ditional feet  from  the  Army  film, 
"Report  from  the  Aleutians,"  made 
by  Capt.  John  Huston.  The  current 
Kiska  bombing  sequence  running  in 
theaters  now  is  from  the  footage 
used  by  Huston  but  the  newsreeL 
editors  apparently  decided  the 
Army  editor  who  selects  film  for  the 
reels  had  overlooked  other  footage 
they  might  well  use.  "Report  from 
the  Aleutians"  was  shown  the  news- 
reel  editors  last  Friday  in  New  York. 


New  Re-Issue  Firm  Aims 
For  Pix  Export  Markets 

World-wide  distribution  rights  to 
approximately  50  pictures  have  been 
acquired  by  Re-Issue  Films,  Inc., 
recently  formed  here.  The  pictures 
will  be  sold  primarily  to  distribu- 
tors in  England  and  South  Amer- 
ica. Rudolph  Allen,  attorney,  will 
be  active  in  the  corporation  which 
will  set  up  permanent  headquarters 
shortly. 


COfllinG  and  G0IRG 


CLAUDETTE  COLBERT  will  arrive  in  N. 
York  from  Hollywood  Friday  for  a  two  we 
vacation. 

FAYETTE  W.  ALLPORT  has  arrived  ht 
from     London. 

EMERSON     YORKE,     head    of    Emerson    Yor 
Studios,    returned    to    New    York    yesterday    frc 
Pittsburgh    and     Cincinnati     in    the    interests 
War    Activity    films'    projection. 


New     Yo^L. 


t 


XAVIER     CUGAT    will     leave 
Hollywood    early    in    July. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  eastern  publicity  ma 
ager    for    Warners',    left    yesterday    for    Buffa 

JACK  BENNY  leaves  the  Coast  today 
Chicago  and  New  York,  arriving  here  ne 
Monday  for  a  three-week  stay  before  r 
turning  to  Hollywood  to  start  work  in  "T 
Horn   iBIows   at    Midnight"    for   Warner    Bros. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  Warner  Theaters  direct  I 
of  advertising  and  publicity  was  in  Nil 
Haven   yesterday. 

W.  STEWART  McDONALD,  Warners'  CirciJ 
executive,   is  back  from  a  trip  to  Albany. 

MARJOR1E  RIORDAN  and  LON  McCALLISTE 
Sol  Lesser  players,  arrive  from  the  Coast  F 
day. 

SALLY     FLATEAU     of     the     RKO-Paramour 
Comerford    pool,    Rochester,    is    visiting    in    Ni  < 
York. 

ISADOR      M.      RAPPAPORT,      owner     of     t 
Hippodrome,    Baltimore,    expects    to    leave    ne  I 
week   for   the   West   Coast  on    a    vacation. 

FRED  CREENWAY,  manager  of  the  Pala< 
Hartford,  Conn.,  is  back  from  a  Baltimc) 
vacation. 

JOSEPH  O'SULLIVAN  leaves  for  Kansas  C 
tomorrow. 

RKO  Pathe  News  cameramen  LARRY  O'REILL 
BOB  DONAHUE,  JR.,  and  BILL  McCLURE  i 
en  route  to  Alaska  to  film  scenes  of  the  Ale 
Highway.  They  are  expected  to  be  gone  abo 
eight   weeks. 

BETTY  GRABLE,  now  in  New  York  on  a  v 
cation  has  postponed  her  return  to  the  20t 
Fox  Coast  studio  in  order  to  attend  the  premie 
of  "Coney   Island"   at  the  Roxy. 

IRVINC  MAAS,  assistant  director  of  t 
international  distribution  department  of  20 1 
Fox,  is  completing  a  tour  of  the  South  Americ. 
and  Central  American  branch  offices  and 
due  in  Miami  June  15  via  Pan  American  Ai 
ways. 

RICHARD  F.  WALSH,  IATSE  president,  is 
the    Middlewest    this    week. 

RAY   MILLAND  will   leave  the  Coast  for  Ne; 

York    June    18    to    do    some  radio    engagemen 

following        completion     of  his     role    in     "Tl 
Uninvited." 

FRED  ASTAIRE  is  on  a  volunteer  tour 
camps  and  naval  stations  in  Virginia.  H 
final  appearance  wiil  be  at  Norfolk  Naval  Ho 
Tital,    Portsmouth,    June   26. 

ANNA  LEE  was  at  the  Terminal  Island  Nav 
Air  Station,  San  Pedro,  Calif.,  yesterd. 
to  open  a  USO-Camp  Shows  tour  that  w 
wind  up  at  Moffett  Field,  Palo  Alto,  Calif 
on   June    26. 
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^Monogram  Launching 
isiocks-of-8  Policy 

U  — ■ 

t    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

,  Hollywood — Monogram's    plan    to 

ue  three  blocks  of  eight  features 

uh   (Film  Daily,   March  23)   will 

me    effective    with    the    1943-44 

;ram.     In  addition,  there  will  be 

« vineries  of  eight  westerns,  mak- 
j  total    of  24  features   and   16 
thorns,  or  eight  productions  fewer 
.    urn  were  announced  for  the  1942-43 
?ram.       The    reduction    of    eight 
ires  for  the  coming  year  is  in 
with  the  new  production  policy 
:    fewer    but   higher-budgeted    pic- 
'  ires. 
First  block  will  consist  of  "Ground 
i'tw,"  "Lady,  Let's  Dance,"  "Spot- 
j  »ht     Revue,"     "Hitler's     Women," 

^l  lie  Chan  in  the  Secret  Service," 
vlelody  Parade,"  "The  Honor  Sys- 
'  and  "Black  Beauty." 
\  Johnny    Mack    Brown    with    Ray- 
1  Hatton  will  be  seen  in  a  series 
eight  westerns  produced  by  Scott 
Dunlap.    Ken  Maynard  and  Hoot 
ibson  will  star  in  a  group  of  eight 
terns  known  as  the  "Trail  Blaz- 
''  s,''  produced  by  Robert  Tansey. 
Details  of  the  new  program  were 
itiined  to  delegates  to  the  fifth  and 
regional  sales  conference  con- 
j.icted  by  Steve  Broidy,  general  sales 
i  ger. 


naffiliated  Exhibs.  Call 
Indignation  Meeting" 

Because  the  Unaffiliated  Motion 
icture  Exhibitors,  a  New  York  or- 

inization,  received  no  answers  to 
"open  letter"  to  sales  managers 
.  the  subject  of  film  rentals,  mem- 
oirs of  the  association  will  hold  an 

idignation  meeting"  tomorrow.  The 
'pen   letter"   indicated   that   unless 

2  independent  exhibitors  received 
"square    deal"    on    rentals,    they 

>uld  seek  relief  through  the  Gov- 

nment. 

Jacob   Leff,   attorney  for  the   as- 

:iation,  said  yesterday  that  copies 

the   letter   were    sent   to    Robert 

t  right  of  the  Department  of  Justice 

d  to  Prentiss  Brown  of  the  OPA. 


The   ...    . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


j.RYLYN       SCHROEDER,       assistant       manager, 
I    Orpheum,    Davenport,    la. 
>N     WARNER,     booking     dept.     stenographer, 
:     20th-Fox,    Dallas. 

\*ALDINE      KLEUSER,      secretary      to      Booker 
Tidwell,   20th-Fox,    Dallas. 
RIAN    SHEETS,    bookers'    stenographer,    20lh- 
Fox,    Kansas    City. 
RIEL  LLIOTTT,  billing  clerk-assistant  cashier, 
20th-Fox,    Winnipeg. 

VNCES    IRONS,    bookers'    secretary,    20th-Fox, 
Winnipeg. 

iRY   LEE   WISE,   20th-Fox,    Kansas   City. 

M    MARSTERS,    film    editor,    Herald-American, 
Chicago. 

W     HAWKINS,     booker-buyer-manager,     Up- 
•  state     Theaters     booking-buying     pool,     A.- 
bany. 


Broadway  "T"  Party,  Etc.: 

•  ©  •  BROADWAY'S  big  pic  stands  did  themselves  proud  yes'day 
via  ths  shortiy-after-noon  ceremonies  attendant  upon  raising  their  coveted 
"T"  banners  and  celebrating,  as  thousands  looked  on.  Flag  Day  in  the 

nation Doings    were    under    WAC    aegis,    supported    by    branches 

of    the    armed    services,    particularly    the    comely    WAACS    and    WAVES 

Flags  of  the  United  Nations  lined  the  curbstones,  and  the  air  was 

filled  with  airs  of  a  militant  and  patriotic  sort Noteworthy  was  the 

stirring  symphony, — strongly   Sousa — ,   dispensed   by   the  Army  band  in 

Duffy   Sq.,    and   'twas   tough   competition   for   t'other  musical   orgs 

Dr.  Christen(berry),  daddy  of  the  Hotel  Astor  and  household,  co-operated 

neatly   with   the   ceremonies When   the   Army   bugler   sounded    "To 

the   Colors,"   the   good  Doctor  unfurled  Old  Glory  on  both   the   roof   and 

facade    staffs And   further    teamwork    came    from    our    old    industry 

pals  at  RCA,  who  yanked  the  colors  upward  to  the  highest  niche  north 
of   34th   St.,  the  RCA  Building. 

▼  T  T 

O  •  ©  LATEST  V  .  .  .—Mail  missive  from  Manny  Reiner,  former 
Paramount  promotionalist  note  serving  the  American  Legation  up 
Reykjavik,  Iceland,  aw,  reports  that  the  premiere  of  "Stage  Door 
Canteen"  there  was  a  honey,  attended  by  a  plethora  of  brass  hats  and 

the  CI.-s Our  armed  forces  there  also  liked  immensely  "Cabin  in 

the  Sky"  ....  •  Watch  Warners  if  you  would  know  what's  coming 
Those  "Casablancus"  and  "Missions  to  AIoscow"  are  just  acci- 
dents  As  far  back  as  1937,  when  Hitler  and  Nazism  were  still  only 

a  couple  of  vague  words  to  most  people,  here's  what  Fortune  Magazine 

said    in    its    biographical   article   of   the   Brothers    Warner "Harry 

(/-/.  M.  Warner)  is  so  violently  anti-Nazi  that  his  incalculable  influence 
niiild  be  all  too  quickly  enlisted  in  America  if  the  democratic  nations 

should  go  to  war" And  you  can  put  thai  one  under  the  heading 

of  Famous  Forecasts. 

▼  ▼            T 
•      •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


JOHN  LOVERIDGE,  manager,  Strand  and  Capitol, 
Marshallrown,    la. 

JERRY    SULLIVAN,    manager,    Orpheum,    Daven- 
port,   la. 

HERNDON      EDMOND,      sales     staff,     20th-Fox, 
Chicago. 

M.   J.   COMER,   booker,   Cooperative   Theaters   of 

Ohio,   Cleveland. 
IRVIN    SEARS,    booker,    Faramount,    Cleveland. 
FRANK    KASHER,   shipper,    Vitagraph,   Cleveland. 
ED    PRINSEN,    manager,    State,    Youngstown,    0. 
JOE     SHACRIN,     manager,    Strand,    Youngstown, 

O. 

JOSEPH    ABRAMSON,    assistant    to    Jack    Kirsch, 
Allied  Theaters,   Chicago. 

FRANK    SCHRIEBER,    chief    of    service,     Palace, 
Chicago. 

SAMUEL     GALLAGHER,     Rosen     Film     Delivery, 
New  Haven. 

A.      B.     CRAVER,      manager,     Visulite     Theater, 
Charlotte. 

JACK      ROYAL,      assistant      manager,      Visulite, 

Charlotte. 
DON    COLE,    Monogram    sales    force,    Dallas. 
SYD    LEHMAN,    Paramount,    Buffalo. 


More  Coin  to  Spend 
KeepsGWTWRunning 

(Continued    f.om    Page    1) 

longer  object  to  the  40-cent  matinee 
and  50-cent  evening  scale  stipulated 
by  M-G-M  for  the  picture,  it  is  re- 
ported. Many  theaters  with  split- 
week  policies  have  been  successfully 
holding  the  picture  for  a  full  week. 


Henry  Loew,  Kin  of  Circuit 
Founder,  Dies;  Rites  Today 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

Loew,  who  died  Sunday  at  the  home 
of  his  niece,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Samson, 
Franklin  Sq.,  L.  I. 

Loew,  who  had  been  ill  for  several 
months,  was  in  years  of  service,  the 
oldest  manager  on  the  Loew  circuit. 
In  1904  he  entered  the  business  as 
manager  of  the  Loew  Penny  Arcade 
at  147th  St.  and  3rd  Ave.,  later  mov- 
ing to  a  new  arcade  at  6th  Ave.  and 
23rd.  In  October,  1910,  he  was  ap- 
pointed manager  of  Loew's  new  Na- 
tional Theater  at  149th  St.  and  3rd 
Ave.,  one  of  the  first  big  theaters  in 
the  Loew  chain.  He  managed  that 
house  continuously  for  the  past  33 
years,  becoming  widely  known  to 
thousands  of  Bronx  moviegoers,  espe- 
cially the   children.  ' 

He  is  survived  by  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Fanny  Weiss,  by  three  nephews, 
David  Loew  of  Hollywood  and  Major 
Arthur  Loew  and  Morton  Spring  of 
Loew's  International  Department, 
and  a  niece,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Samson. 

Burial  will  be  in  Mt.  Neboh  Ceme- 
tery, Cypress  Hills,  Queens. 


"U"  Exhibitor  Surveys 
Will  Gauge  Pix  Tastes 

(Continued    f  om    Page    1) 

ed.  "If  these  fit  in  logically  with 
what  we  consider  the  public  wants  in 
its  entertainment,  we  will,  of  course, 
include  them." 


Expect  Cut  in  Budgets 
For  CIAA  and  the  OWI 

Washington — The  House  Appro- 
priations Committee  is  scheduled  to 
report  tomorrow  on  the  huge  nation- 
al war  agencies  appropriations  bill, 
including  the  motion  picture  bud- 
gets for  CIAA  and  hoth  the  domes- 
tic and  overseas  motion  picture  bu- 
reau of  OWI.  Budgets  for  these 
three  offices  are  believed  to  have 
been  slashed  somewhat  from  the 
sums  made  available  to  them  for 
the  current  year. 

Saxton  Back  at  Desk 

William  K.  Saxton,  city  man- 
ager for  Loew's  Theaters  in  Balti- 
more, has  returned  to  his  desk  fol- 
lowing a  major  operation  at  Sinai 
Hospital. 


Funeral  Tomorrow  for 
Lt.  James  P.  McCarty 

Funeral  services  for  Lt.  James  P. 
McCarty,  22,  son  of  Peter  McCar- 
ty of  Loew's  Theaters  advertising 
department  will  be  held  at  10 
B£*  a.m.,  tomorrow  from  St.  Ray- 
p£$  mond's  Catholic  Church,  East 
Rockaway,  L.  I.  Lt.  McCar- 
ty, a  pilot  in  the  Army  Air  Forces, 
was  killed  last  Thursday  along  with 
five  other  officers,  when  his  bomber 
was  struck  by  lightning  over  South 
Carolina. 

A  graduate  of  the  Franciscan 
High  School  at  Graymoor  on  the 
Hudson,  Lt.  McCarty  later  attended 
Brooklyn  Polytech.  He  received  his 
pilot's  wings  after  graduation  from 
the  Air  Force  Training  School  at 
Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

Surviving  are  his  father,  two 
brothers,  Pvt.  Donald  McCarty,  U. 
S.  Marines;  and  three  sisters,  the 
Misses  Kathryn  and  Patricia  McCar- 
ty, and  Sister  Mary  Phyllis  Mc- 
Carty, I.H.M.  of  Pittston,  Pa. 


M-G-M-Korda  Combine 

Trade  Maries 

in  UK 

London    (by  air   mail) — 

M-G-M's 

British    production    organization    will 

combine    the    trade    marks 

of    both 

M-G-M    and   Sir  Alexander 

Korda — 

a  combination  of  the  Metro  lion  and 

Korda's  Big  Ben  hallmark. 
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Book  l  Prelude  to  War'  free! 


Jack.  L.Warner,  Executive  Producer 
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Production  Picks  Up 
As  14  New  Pix  Start 


{Continued    from    Page    1) 

eluding  "Along  Broadway,"  musical, 
starring  George  Murphy  and  Ginny 
Simms,  with  Charles  Winninger, 
Tommy  Dorsey  and  his  orchestra, 
Ben  Blue  and  Kenny  Bowers.  Roy 
Del  Ruth  directing,  for  producer  Jack 
Cummings;  and,  "Meet  the  People," 
musical,  starring  Lucille  Ball  and 
Dick  Powell,  with  Bert  Lahr,  Vaughn 
Monroe  and  his  band,  Spike  Jones 
and  His  City  Slickers,  Virginia 
O'Brien,  June  Allyson,  Steve  Geray, 
Mati  and  Hari  (specialty  dance 
team),  the  King  Sisters  and  Victor 
Borge.  E.  Y.  Harburg  producing 
and  Charles  Reisner  directing. 

At  Monogram:  Three  shooting,  including' 
Scott  R.  Dunlap's  "Outlaws  of  Stampede 
Pass,"  western,  starring'  Johnny  Mack  Brown 
with  Raymond  Hatton.  Wallace  Fox  direct- 
ing; and,  George  W.  Weeks'  western,  "Bul- 
lets and  Saddles,"  with  Ray  Corrigan,  Dennis 
Moore  and  Max  Terhune.  S.  Roy  Luby  direct- 
ing. 

At  Paramount:  Five  shooting.  The  title 
of  the  current  Aldrich  Family  film  has  been 
changed  from  "Henry  Aldrich  Rocks  the 
Cradle"  to  "Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret." 

At  PRO:  "Thundering  Cattle,"  western 
with  Al  St.  John,  Frances  Gladwin.  Ed  Cas- 
sidy,  Charles  King,  Steve  Clark,  John  Elliott 
and  Frank  Ellis.  Sig  Neufeld  producing  and 
Sam  Newfield  directing. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Four  shooting,  including 
"Government  Girl,"  adventures  and  romances 
of  a  secretary  in  war-time  Washington,  star- 
ring Olivia  de  Havilland  with  Sonny  Tufts 
in  the  lead  opposite  her,  Anne  Shirley,  Nancy 
Gates  and  Jimmy  Dunn  in  important  roles. 
Director,   Dudley   Nichols. 

At  Republic:  Three  shooting,  including 
"Hoosier  Holiday,"  musical,  with  Dale  Evans, 
George  Bryon,  Hoosier  Hot  Shots,  Isabella 
Randolph,  Emma  Dunn,  Thurston  Hall.  Music 
Maidens,  Shug  Fisher,  George  Hay  and  Lillian 
Randolph.  Frank  McDonald  directing  for 
producer  Armand  Schaefer;  and,  "The  Deer- 
slayer,"  J.  Fenimore  Cooper's  classic,  being 
produced  by  Pete  Harrison  and  E.  B.  Derr, 
with  Jean  Parker  and  Bill  Kellogg  in  the 
leads.     Lew  Landers  directing. 

At  20th-Fox:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Happy  Land,"  drama  with  Don  Ameche, 
Frances  Dee,  Harry  Carey,  Ann  Rutherford, 
William  Weber  and  James  West.  Director, 
Irving  Pichel  and  producer,  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan. 

At  United  Artists:  Harry  Sherman's  "Gun 
Master." 

At  Universal:  Seven  shooting,  including, 
"Crazy  House,"  Olsen  and  Johnson  starring 
comedy,  with  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Patric 
Knowles,  Cass  Daley,  Billy  Gilbert,  Percy 
Kilbride,  Andrew  Tombes  and  Franklin  Pang- 
born  in  top  supporting  roles.  Edward  F.  Cline 
directing  and  Erie  C.  Kenton,  as  associate 
producer;  "The  Strange  Death  of  Adolph 
Hitler,"  drama,  with  Ludwig  Donath  in  the 
main  role.  Joe  May  directing;  and,  "So's 
Your  Uncle,"  comedy,  with  Billie  Burke, 
Elyse  Knox.  Donald  Woods,  Mary  O'Brien,  The 
Tailor  Maids,  the  Delta  Rhythm  Boys  and 
Jan  Garber  and  his  orchestra.  Jean  Yar- 
brough  associate  producer  and  director. 

At  Warner  Bros.:  Six  shooting,  including 
"Shine  On  Harvest  Moon,"  musical,  with  Ann 
Sheridan,  Dennis  Morgan,  Jack  Carson  and 
Irene  Manning.  David  Butler  directing,  for 
Producer  William  Jacobs:  and,  "Conflict." 
psychological  murder  mystery,  co-starring 
Humphrey  Bogart  and  Alexis  Smith  and  Syd- 
ney Greenstreet,  with  Nancy  Coleman,  Eleanor 
Parker  and  Charles  Drake.  Curtis  Bern- 
hardt directing  for  Producer  William  Jacobs. 


Trendle's  Mother  Dies 

Detroit  —  Mrs.  Paulina  Caroline 
Trendle,  87,  mother  of  George  W. 
Trendle,  former  president  of  United 
Detroit  Theaters,  died  in  Grace 
Hospital  after  suffering  a  broken 
hip  several   weeks   ago. 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

MA],  WILLIAM  WYLER,  USAAF,  Air  Medal  for 
service  as  an  observer  on  bomber  missions 
with    the    Eigth    Air    Force. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

LT.     MONROE     RUBINCER,     Signal     Corps,     for- 
merly  Midwest   field   rep.   for  Warners. 
MELZER     DICGS,    manager,    Gates,     Portsmouth, 
Va.,    commissioned    an    ensign,    USNR. 

*  PROMOTED  + 

DR.  KARL  RUNDELL,  USA,  son  of  Mrs.  F.  Dean 
Rundell,  manager,  Tioga  Theater,  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  to  captain. 

EDWARD  RUNDELL,  USA,  another  son,  to 
1st  lieutenant. 

WILLIAM  HOFFMAN,  USMC,  formerly,  Hamil- 
ton   Theater,    Chicago,     to    sergeant. 

ARTHUR  STERN,  USA,  formerly,  Essaness  Cir- 
cuit,   Chicago,    to    lieutenant. 


GEORGE  SCHER,  USA,  formerly  in  charge  of 
publicity,  United  Artists,  New  England,  to 
1st   lieutenant. 

HARRY    KREBS,    USAAF,    to   sergeant. 

IRVING  HILLMAN,  USA,  formerly  manager, 
Capitol,     Danbury,     Conn.,     to     corporal. 

—  •  — 


*  ARMY  * 


MARVIN  ROSE,  manager,  National  Screen 
branch,    Seattle. 

CHARLES  TOMCHECK,  United  Artists  theater, 
Chicago. 

TONY    ROCKFORD,    Roxy,    Springfield,    III. 

JAMES  THOMPSON,  manager,  Apollo  Theater, 
Chicago. 

CORDON  ANDERSON,  Warner  Theater,  Ham- 
mond,   Ind. 

LOU    MARX,   salesman,   M-G-M,   Cleveland. 

LEON      AROZIAN,   Film   Drug  Store,   Detroit. 

STANLEY  MAYER,  Chief  of  service,  Palace 
Theater,    Chicago. 


RKO,  20th-Fox  Stock  Deals 
Hold  SEC  Report  Spotlight 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Aside  from  the  pull- 
ing out  of  RKO  and  Twentieth-Fox 
by  RCA  and  Chase  National  Bank 
respectively,  no  important  picture 
company  stock  dealings  were  report- 
ed by  SEC  for  the  month  from  April 
11  through  May  10. 

RCA,  according  to  the  report  made 
public  this  morning,  dropped  all  its 
dollar  par  common  in  RKO— 316,328 
shares,  its  555,254  warrants  for  com- 
mon and  its  44,757  shares  of  six  per 
cent  convertible  preferred.  The 
Rockefeller  Center  Corp.  sold  97,- 
829  shares  of  the  common,  retaining 
400,000. 

One  of  the  large  purchasers  was 
Lehman  Bros,  which  disposed  of  all 
but  50  of  the  36,853  shares  of  com- 
mon turned  over  to  it  on  April  15. 
Lehman's  also  turned  over  49,624 
warrants  for  the  common  and  bought 
7,425  shares  of  the  preferred,  re- 
taining 1,000  at  the  end  of  the  period 
covered  by  the  report. 

Ned  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  head, 
bought  100  shares  of  the  preferred, 
which  is  all  he  holds  of  that  stock; 
he  owns  also  1,000  shares  of  the 
common.  N.  Peter  Rathvon  bought 
200  shares  of  the  preferred — his  total 
holding  of  that  stock. 

While  Chase  National  dropped  its  remain- 
ing 105,358  shares  of  common  no  par  value 
in  Twentieth-Fox,  it  still  held  on  May  10, 
666.116  shares  of  $1.50  cumulative  pre- 
ferred, having  disposed  of  only  2,000  shares 
of    the    latter    stock. 

SEC  corrected  a  December,  1942,  report  to 
show  that  Nathan  J.  Blumberg  bought  5,000 
common  vtc  warrants  in  Universal  Corp.,  now 
holding  2'6,00'J.  A  March  sale  of  500  war- 
rants by  Matthew  Fox,  former  Universal  vice- 
presideDt  soon  to  enter  the  Army,  was  also 
reported.     Fox  retains   14,500   warrants. 

The    report    also    listed    the    purchase    of 


Friends  Fete  Krolick, 
Off  for  Army  Service 


Rochester — Arthur  Krolick,  man- 
ager of  the  Century,  is  a  private  in 
the  Army,  departing  from  his  post 
here  following  a  diner  in  his  honor 
at  the  Sagamore.  Seventy  managers 
were  present  from  here  and  Buffalo. 

Jacob  Ark,  former  state  command- 
er of  the  American  Legion  and  chair- 
man of  Krolick's  draft  board,  was 
toastmaster.  Speeches,  in  which 
Krolick  was  commended,  were  made 
by  George  David,  film  critic  for  The 
Democrat  and  Chronicle;  Michael  J. 
Mungovan,  vice-president  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor  and  head 
of  the  Stagehands  union  here;  Fred 
Boekhout,  operators'  business  agent; 
Mort  Nusbaum,  WSAY;  Jay  Golden 
of  the  RKO-Paramount-Comerford 
pool  and  Krolick's  chief;  and  Syd 
Samson  of  the  Fox  exchange,  Buffalo, 
who  spoke  for  all  the  Buffalo  man- 
agers present. 

Among  the  Buffalo  men  attending  were 
Ralph  Maw,  Loew's;  Phil  Fox,  Columbia: 
Jack  Bellman,  Republic;  Elmer  Lux,  RKO; 
Jack  Goldstein,  National  Screen;  William 
Rosenow,  Paramount;  Leo  Murphy,  PRC; 
Wally  Allen,  20th  Century-Fox;  Ralph  Bang- 
hart,  Harry  Reiner  and  Francis  Maxwell, 
all  of  the  RKO  office.  Local  managers  in- 
cluded Ed  Howard,  Glen  Heinrich,  Francis 
Anderson,  Max  Fogel,  James  McAllister,  James 
Kelly  and  William  Tishkofi,  Jack  Bullwinkel. 
Columbia,  and  Norman  Sper.  RKO,  both 
salesmen  in  this  area  also  attended. 

Golden  presented  Krolick  with  a  check 
from  RKO,  Paramount  and  Comerford.  How- 
ard Carroll,  chairman  of  the  dinner  commit- 
tee, presented  Krolick  with  a  War  Bond  from 
the  group  present. 


one  share  of  Universal  Pictures  dollar  par 
common  by  Universal  Corp.,  which  holds 
231  32S  shares  as  well  as  20,000  shares  of 
Universal  Pix  seven  per  cent  cumulative  2nd 
preferred.  No  other  important  transactions 
were  listed. 


"Exhibs.  Relying  More  Than  Ever  on  Trade 

Papers  for  Keeping  in  Touch  with  Product" 

—TWENTIETH-FOX 

"What  with  gas  rationing  slowing  down  number  of  accounts  a  salesman  can 
visit,  exhibitors  are  relying  more  than  ever  on  the  trade  papers  for  keeping  in 
touch  with  product  values.  Today  the  trade  paper's  value  as  link  between 
seller  and  buyer  has  assumed  proportions  none  of  the  publishers  dared  dream 
years  ago  that  it  would  some  day  attain."  From  the  June  12  issue  of  the 
New  Dynamo,   Twentieth   Century-Fox  house  organ. 


Minnesota  Indies 
En  Fighting  Mood 

(Continued    f.om    Page    1) 

out  this  area  by  a  committee  of  t 
newly  organized  North  Central  J 
lied  Independent  Theaters  for  su 
mission  to  Federal  authorities. 

This   was  the  announcement  he 
yesterday    of    Don    Guttman,    pres 
dent   of   the   new    organization^*^ 
Henry  Green,  secretary,  on  the^L 
turn   from   Washington   where^^ 
conferred    last    week .  with    Robe 
Wright,  in  charge  of  consent  deer 
matters  in  the  U.  S.  Department 
Justice. 

"We  received  a  friendly  welcon 
in  Washington,"  Guttman  said,  "ai 
no  one  seemed  anxious  to  give  us  tl 
brush-off,  as  someone  has  intimate 
We  are  basing  our  future  actioi 
here  on  suggestions  made  to  us  ;  j 
the    capital." 

Martin  Lebedoff,  Sol  Fisher  ai 
Lyman  Lee,  all  members  of  the  ne 
group  of  independents,  have  bee 
named  a  committee  to  gather  tl f 
necessary  statistics  concerning  con 
plaints  by  exhibitors,  and  these  wi 
be  incorporated  into  a  brief  to  I 
tiled  with  Wright  in  Washingto: 
The  organization's  directors  wi 
meet  later  this  week,  it  was  reporte' 
to  select  an  attorney  who  will  pre 
pare  the  brief.  Several  months  wi 
be  devoted  to  the  work. 


Grainger  Names  Walton 
To  Midwest  Sales  Post 


(Continued    f.om    Page    1) 

vision,  is  announced  by  Prexy  Jame 
R.  Grainger.  Effective  today,  Ed  I 
ward  Walton,  former  Seattle  branc 
manager,  becomes  Midwestern  disl 
trict  sales  manager.  He  will  head 
quarter  here,  his  territory  compris 
ing  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Omahf 
Des  Moines,  St.  Louis,  Milwaukee 
and  Minneapolis  branches. 

Sam  Seplowin,  former  Midwester;  \ 
district  sales  manager,  will  no\  i 
headquarter  in  Detroit,  supervising 
newly-created  Central  District,  com 
prising  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Cincin  i 
nati,  Indianapolis,  Buffalo  and  Pitts 
burgh.  Latter  two  branches  wer- 
formerly  part  of  the  Eastern  dis  I 
trict,  and  Maxwell  Gillis,  in  chargi 
of  that  territory,  will  now  cover  Nev 
York,  Albany,  Boston,  New  Haven 
Washington  and  Philadelphia,  with 
headquarters  in  New  York. 


Two  Notices  of  Appeal 

Filed  by  Complainants 



Two  notices  of  appeal  have  beei 
filed  by  complainants  who  receivec 
adverse   opinions  in  recent  arbitra 
tion  hearings.    One  was  docketed  bjf 
Anthony   Demharter,   operating   the! 
Peacock  Theater,  New  Orleans,  anq 
the  other  by  R.  C.  Canter,  operating 
the    Colonial    Theater,    Skaneateles : 
N.  Y. 


Summer  Closing  in  Iowa 

Marshalltown,  la. — Singer  circuii 
has  closed  the  Times  here  for  th> 
Summer. 


IBITOR 


What  is  the  estimated  capital  invested  in  the  United  States 
Film  Industry? 

How  many  people  are  employed  in  the  making,  distributing 
and  exhibiting  of  motion  pictures? 

What  was  the  average  weekly  attendance  of  the  moving  pic- 
ture houses  in  1942? 

Was  this  greater  or  smaller  than  1941? 

What  was  the  top  price  paid  for  a  Broadway  play  by  a  picture 
company?   For  a  book  rights? 

What  is  the  average  number  of  prints  required  per  feature? 

Can  you  name  the  star  or  feature  player  of  any  feature  na- 
tionally released  in  1942? 

Can  you  name  the  director  or  producer  of  each  feature? 

How  many  theaters  are  there  operating  in  the  U.  S-? 

What  state  has  the  largest  number  of  theaters  —  second 
largest? 

Can  you  name  the  pictures  starred  in  by  any  star  in  1941-42? 


you  can  answer  all  these 
questions  you  undoubtedly 
have  a  1943  FILM  YEAR 
BOOK. 


if  you  can't  answer  them  you 
should  get  a  copy  of  the  1943 
FILM  YEAR  BOOK  now  being 
distributed  to  all  subscribers 
of  the  FILM  DAILY. 
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N.  Z.  Remittance 
Restrictions  Lifted 


{Continued    from    Page    1) 

zen"  in  New  Zealand,  but  this 
amount  was  released  in  late  De- 
cember. Major  distribs.'  New  Zea- 
land business  is  said  now  to  approxi- 
mate  $1,000,000   annually. 

Under  the  new  agreement,  New 
Zealand  follows  the  lead  of  Eng- 
land which  removed  restrictions  on 
American  companies'  funds  last 
month. 

Australia  having  released  the 
"frozen"  currency  of  the  U.  S.  film 
companies,  the  policy  of  India  on 
the  matter  of  remittances  remains 
to  be  determined  among  the  coun- 
tries of  the  British  Empire.  Ap- 
proximately $3,500,000  was  released 
by  Australia  to  the  distributors  late 
last  month,  representing  the  last 
payment  of  an  estimated  $7,000,- 
000. 

Problems  of  foreign  distribution 
generally  were  canvassed  at  yes- 
terday's board  session,  it  was  an- 
nounced. With  the  United  Na- 
tions on  the  march,  it  is  understood 
that  the  situation  arising  is  coming 
in  for  increased   industry   attention. 

It  was  announced  at  the  MPPDA 
meeting  yesterday  that  Fayette  W. 
Allport,  European  manager  of  the 
association,  had  returned  to  the 
U.  S.  for  his  first  visit  in  more  than 
six  years. 


20th-Fox  Names  Clay  Hake 
Pittsburgh  Branch  Mgr. 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

ment  of  Clay  Hake  as  branch  man- 
ager of  the  corporation's  Pittsburgh 
exchange. 

Andrew  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Eastern 
sales  manager,  accompanied  by  Hake 
and  Clarence  Hill,  assistant  to  Smith, 
left  last  night  for  Pittsburgh  to  in- 
stall Hake  in  his  new  position. 

Ira  H.  Cohn,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  Pittsburgh  exchange, 
has  been  named  special  home  office 
representative  pending  a  new  assign- 
ment. 


Educational-Industrial 
Producers  Forming  Ass'n 


Chicago — A  national  organization 
of  educational  and  industrial  film 
producers  is  being  formed  by  21 
companies  which  met  last  week  at 
the  Medinnah  Hotel.  O.  H.  Coelln, 
Jr.,  editor  and  publisher  of  Business 
Screen,  was  named  acting  head  of 
the  group  pending  selection  of  a 
permanent  chairman. 


"Stormy  Weather"  Gets 
K.  C.  Four-Theater  Bow 

Twentieth-Fox  has  arranged  a 
four-theater  premiere  in  Kansas  City 
for  the  all  Negro  cast,  "Stormy 
Weather."  Picture  opens  July  4  in 
the  Esquire,  Uptown,  Fairmount  and 
Lincoln  Theaters.  Last  named  is  a 
Negro  house. 


HOLLYWOOD  LIC  EVT 


"Passage 
Paul  Jos- 
Universal. 
PACANO, 


SIGNED 

AINA  CONSTANT,  termer,  Metro. 
LUCILLE  BREMER,  termer,  Metro. 
RENE      BENOIT,      technical      director, 

to    Marseille,"    Warners. 
ELIZABETH    PERDIX,    dialogue,    "Dr. 

eph   Coebbles,"   W.    R.    Frank. 
LOUIS     BROMFIELD,    writer-producer, 
MICHAEL     FESSIER      and      ERNEST 

writer-producer,    Universal. 
EDWARD   LILLEY,   associate    producer,    Universal. 
RENNIE     McAVOY,     termer,     Paramount. 
NORMA    VARDEN,    termer,    M-G-M. 
JOAN    CAULFIELD,     termer,    Paramount. 
COLLEEN   TOWNSEND,   termer,   Paramount. 
NANCY    CATES,     RKO. 


ASSIGNMENTS 

GEORGE    MERRICK,    production    manager,    "Tiger 

Fangs,"    Jack   Schwarz-FRC. 
IRA   MORGAN,   cameraman,   "Tiger  Fangs,"   Jack 

Schwarz-PRC. 
SIDNEY     LANFIELD,     director,     "Standing     Room 

Only,"    Paramount. 
CHARLES    BARTON,    director,    "When    My    Baby 

Smiles  at   Me,"   Columbia. 


HENRY   KOSTER,   director,   "Music   for  Millions," 

M-C-M. 
MEL     DeLAY,     director,     "Lone     Rider     No.     5," 

FRC 
MICHAEL      FESSIER      and      ERNEST      PAGANO, 

writer-producers,     "One    Hundred    Girls    and 

a    Man,"    Universal. 
EDWARD      LILLEY,      director,      "All      Out      for 

Rhythm,"     Universal. 
EDWARD  SUTHERLAND,   director,   "Three  Cheers 

for  the  Boys,"   Charles  K.   Feldman  for  Uni- 
versal.. 
MANUEL    SANTAYANA,    songs,    "Don    Quixote," 

Laurel    and    Hardy    Mexican    film. 
ROBERT     T.     KANE,     producer,     "Flare     Path," 

20th-Fox. 
R.     C.     SHERRIFF,     screenplay,     "Flare     Path," 

20th-Fox. 
ARTHUR     HORNBLOW,      producer,      "Gaslight," 

M-C-M. 
CEORCE    CUKOR,    director,    "Caslight,"    M-G-M. 
STEVE      FISHER      and      WILLIAM       FAULKNER, 

screenplay,    "Battle    Cry,"    Warners. 
PIERRE  GENDRON,  screenplay,  "Dime  a  Dance," 

Monogram. 
CHARLES       BIGELOW,       production       supervisor, 

"Outlaws    of   Stampede    Pass,"    Monogram. 
MARCEL     LE     PICARD,     cameraman,     "Outlaws 

of     Stampede     Pass,"     Monogram. 


4  Anti-Delinquency 
Shorts  in  Prospect 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

Bros.,  M-G-M,  Paramount  and  20th 
Century-Fox. 

M-G-M  has  had  a  script  in  prepara- 
tion for  more  than  a  month,  a  two- 
reeler  that  will  be  released  on  the 
regular  program.  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox,  through  Tom  Connors,  has  in- 
formed Jack  Kirsch,  chairman  of  Al- 
lied's  Committee  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
quency, that  his  company  is  giving 
serious  consideration  to  the  commit- 
tee's suggestion  that  such  reels  be 
made.  Connors  told  Kirsch  that  he 
would  confer  with  his  production  de- 
partment to  see  what  could  be  done. 

Neil  Agnew,  Paramount's  general 
sales  manager,  recommended  to  the 
WAC  that  the  subject  should  be  in- 
cluded among  the  Government  shorts. 
It  is  possible  that  Paramount,  too, 
may  produce  a  short  on  the  subject. 
Warners  previously  announced  that  it 
was  preparing  a  short  based  on  the 
Penrod  stories  and  treating  on  the 
subject   of  delinquency  and   vandal- 


$8,000  State  War  Post 
Goes  to  Gregory  Dickson 


Gregory  Dickson,  who  recently  left 
an  advertising  spot  at  20th-Fox, 
succeeds  Helen  Nolan,  resigned,  as 
director  of  the  New  York  State 
War  Council's  War  Information  Ser- 
vice. Appointment,  made  by  Gov- 
ernor Dewey,  was  announced  over 
the  week-end.  Dickson  will  receive 
an  annual  salary  of  $8,000. 


From  Newsreels  to  Revivals 

Baltimore — The  Newsreel  Theater 
here  is  abandoning  its  policy,  effec- 
tive Friday,  to  present  revivals. 
Jack  V.  Carter  is  manager. 


Allied  Calls  Four 
Caravan  Meetings 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

ings  in  Dallas  and  Los  Angeles,  re- 
spectively. 

Attending  the  Cleveland  meeting, 
originally  planned  for  Pittsburgh, 
will  be  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  national 
president;  George  Erdmann,  Willis 
Vance,  Leo  Jones,  Leo  Kessel  and 
Roy  Wells,  of  the  Ohio  caravan  com- 
mittee, and  Joseph  Gellman  and 
Harry  Walker,  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  announcing  the  meetings,  Ros- 
enberg called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  many  new  problems  had  arisen 
during  the  last  six  months  and  "it  is 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
examine  these  minutely  and  give 
them  serious  attention  and  considera- 
tion." 


Chi.  Janitors  Awarded 
Million  Dollars  Back  Pay 

Chicago  —  Judge  Joseph  Burke, 
War  Labor  Board  Referee,  awarded 
back  pay  of  $1,000,000  to  janitors' 
union  members  including  theateV 
janitors. 

Men  janitors  get  $16.70  monthly 
increase,  and  women  janitors  10 
cents  an  hour  increase  retroactive 
to  July  1,  1942. 


Warns  of  "Destructive 
Propaganda"  in  "Moscow' 


Chicago — Attorney  General  George 
Barrett  asked  State  Superintendent 
of  Schools  Vernon  L.  Nickell  to  ad- 
vise school  heads  throughout  the 
state  of  the  alleged  destructive  pro- 
paganda purposes  of  "Mission  to 
Moscow." 

He  urged  the  film  indudstry  to 
glorify  Americanism  and  refrain 
from  propaganda. 


20fh-Fox  to  Vote  on 
Full  Control  of  NT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cent  of  the  stock  of  National  T^ 
atres. 

A  proxy  statement  and  proj 
were  mailed  out  to  stockholders  \ 
terday.  Aside  from  voting  on 
proposal  to  buy  Chase  Bank's, 
ings  of  NT  stock  for  $13, 
plus  expenses  of  registering  cTJ7;,i 
preferred  shares  of  20th-Fox,  th- 
will  be  submitted  to  the  stockho, 
ers  a  proposed  amendment  to 
charter  of  20th  Century-Fox,  auth 
izing  the  creation  of  a  new  pr 
preferred  stock  issue  which,  if  i 
thorized,  will  be  sold  to  the  pu> 
with  the  proceeds  being  applied 
ward  the  purchase  of  the  Chi 
Bank's  interest  in  National  T 
atres   Corp. 

Spyros  P.  Skouras  is  president 
20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.,  al 
Charles  P.  Skouras  is  president 
National  Theatres  Corp.  Natio 
Theatres  Corp.  owns  or  operates 
rectly  or  indirectly  through  si 
sidiaries,  approximately  590  mot 
picture  theaters.  These  theaters  ; 
located  primarily  in  the  Pacific  Coj 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Mid-West  s 
tions  of  the  United  States. 


Olshan  Feted  in  Boston 
On  Departure  for  Conn. 


Boston  —  More  than  50  indusl 
friends  and  associates  attended  1j 
testimonial  luncheon  in  the  Ho» 
Statler  here  on  Saturday  for  Hai; 
Olshan,  Columbia  salesman  who  hj 
been  transferred  to  company's  Nl 
Haven  exchange  after  seven  and 
half  years  in  the  local  office.  He  w 
presented  with  a  farewell  gift, 
the  dais,  in  .  addition  to  the  hor  I 
guest  and  his  son,  Allan,  were  Toa 
master  Joseph  Levenson;  Harry  II 
govin,  Columbia's  Boston  brar 
manager;  Tim  O'Toole,  New  Hav 
branch  manager;  Sol  Simons,  J 
Wolf,  Harry  Goldman  and  Hai 
Rosenblatt. 

Other  attending-  included  Ben  Abrams,  ] 
Cole,  Abe  Bernstein.  Francis  Dervin,  Johi* 
Dervin,  Jack  Davis,  Al  Fecke,  Bill  Gardii 
Harry  Goldstein,  Jack  Jennings.  Herb  Kon 
Max  Levinson.  Ben  Rosenthal,  Arthur  Lc 
wood,  Marcel  Meckelberg,  Bill  Murphy,  1 
O'Brien.  Nat  Ross,  Charles  Repack,  Al  Wh, 
er,  Harry  Segal.  Al  Herman,  H.  Fruitm ! 
Morris  Posner.  Harry  Kirgressner,  Matty 
mons,  Meyer  Fox,  Walter  Silverman,  Mur 
Schoen,  Mack  Farber,  Carl  Myshrall,  J 
Salzberg,  Bill  Cuddy,  Moe  Grassgreen, 
Urdang:,   Harry   Germaine.   Teddy  Fleischer 


Eight  Screen  "Names"  Se 
For  USO-Camp  Show  Tou 


Motion  Picture  Division  of  US 
Camp  Shows  has  booked  eight  fi 
celebrities  for  volunteer  enterta: 
ment  tours  of  military  posts  duri 
the  last  two  weeks  of  June.  St£ 
include  Carole  Landis,  Edgar  Kg 
nedy,  Grace  McDonald,  Guy  Kibh 
Anna  Lee,  and  George  Tobias  wi 
Marjorie  Main  and  Donald  Me 
touring  as  a  comedy  team. 
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BALABAN  WARNS  OF  POST-WAR  BIZ  DROP 

Reject  Para.  Minority  Stockholder  Resolutions 


6  Directors  Re-elected; 
\iller  Prolongs  Session; 
Soard  to  Meet  Tomorrow 


By  AL  STEEN 
Associate  Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Four  resolutions  proposed  by  a 
linority  stockholder  were  voted 
own  and  all  directors  of  the  com- 
any  were  re-elected  at  the  annual 
leeting  of  Paramount's  stockhold- 
rs  yesterday  at  the  home  office. 

The  resolutions  were  submitted  by 
ames  Fuller  of  Hartford,  owner  of 
0  shares  of  stock,  whose  questions, 
emarks  and  inferences  kept  the  ses- 
[ions  somewhat  in  an  uproar  and 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 

[anada  Alters  76  Pix; 
Rejects  Three  British 

Toronto — Declaring  "It  is  grati- 
ying  to  note  that  the  motion  picture 
ndustry  is  continuing  to  make  a 
nique  and  important  contribution 
o  the  task  of  winning  the  war,"  0. 
.  Silverthorne,  director  of  Ontario 
Censorship  and  Theaters'  Inspection 
branch,  in  official  report  to  Provin- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


American  Equipment  Aids 
Mexican  Production  Boom 


Vaihington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington —  Mexican  production 
s  coming  along  in  excellent  shape, 
he  three  major  studios  now  work- 
ng  at  a  clip   of  about  60  features 

(Continued  on  Pane  16) 

I . 


Re  is  mini  Knighted 
by  Brazilian  Gov't 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  (By  Cable) — Presi- 
dent Getulio  Vargas,  of  Brazil  has 
signed  a  decree  awarding  to  Phil 
Reisman,  vice-president  of  RKO  Radio 
Pictures  in  charge  of  foreign  dis- 
tribution and  associate  director  of 
the  Office  of  the  Co-ordinator  of  In- 
ter-American Affairs,  the  decoration 
"Cruzeiro  do  Sul"  (Knight  of  the 
Southern  Cross). 

Reisman  is  also  a  Chevalier  of 
the  French  Legion  of  Honor. 


GOLDWYN-RKO 
PACT  EXTENDED 

Releasing  Agreement  Continued 
For  Another  Season 


Agreement  under  which  RKO 
will  continue  to  release  pictures  pro- 
duced by  Samuel  Goldwyn  for  an- 
other year  has 
been  reached  by 
Goldwyn  and 
RKO  executives, 
it  is  announced 
by  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  presi- 
dent  of  RKO 
Corp.  RKO  has 
handled  the 
Goldwyn  p  r  o  d- 
uct  for  the  past 
two  years  dur- 
ing which  time 
he  turned  over 
five  pictures  in- 
cluding one 
made  in  Eng- 
land and  han- 
dled in  this  country  by  the  pro- 
ducer. 

Three   pictures   are   scheduled   by 

(Continued  on  Page   13) 


Decline  Can  In  Time  Be  Neutralized  by  Additional 
Revenue  from  Reopened  Foreign  Markets,  Paramount 
Prexy  Says;  Attendance  Levels  Now  at  Record  High 

A  recession  in  the  high  level  of  attendance  enjoyed  by  the 
motion  picture  business  may  occur  at  the  end  of  the  war,  but 
it  is  expected  that  such  a  decline  can,  in  time,  be  offset  by  the 

additional     foreign    markets     which 


Six  Exploitation  Pix 
For  PRC  Next  Season 


SAM    GOLDWYN 


Salary  Regulations  Due 
in  10  Days;  Draft  Ready 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — Detailed  regulations 
governing  salary  payments  under 
the  hold-the-line  order  of  April  8 
should  be  made  public  by  the  Bureau 
of  Internal  Revenue  within  the  next 
10  days,  it  was  revealed  yesterday 
by  an  official  of  the  Bureau's  salary 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Six  "exploitation  pictures"  will  be 
included  in  PRC's  1943-44  program, 
it  was  revealed  last  night  on  the 
eve  of  the  home  office  executives' 
departure  for  Kansas  City  where  the 
company  will  open  a  three-day  sales 
conference  on  Friday  at  the  Presi- 
dent Hotel.  Included  in  the  "ex- 
ploitation" group  will  be  "Isle  of 
Forgotten  Sins,"  "Tiger  Fangs," 
"Forgotten  Children"  and  "Cry  of 
Youth,"  with  two  others  to  be  se- 
lected. 

Franchise  holders  at  the  Kansas 
City  meetings  will  be  told  of  the 
program  for  expansion  in  produc- 
tion and  distribution.  With  a  bud- 
get more  than  twice  the  figure  ap- 
propriated for  any  preceding  year, 
and  studio  and  personnel  facilities 
increased,  PRC  franchise  holders  will 
be  given  the  assurance  that  the  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 

Equity  to  Request  Pledge 
For  Entertainment  Service 


All  members  of  Actors  Equity 
will  be  asked  to  pledge  themselves 
to  devote  a  specific  amount  of  time 
to  entertainment  of  men  in  the  ser- 

(Continued    on    Page    16) 


Sculiy  Bares  "17"  Biz  Bise 

Thousand  New  Accounts  Annually  for  5  Years 


Third-Run  Canton  House 
Wins  Relief  on  Appeal 


The  Dueber  Theater,  Canton,  O., 
a  third-run  house  which,  under  ex- 
isting clearances,  follows  second-run 
by  14  days,  hereafter  will  follow  the 
second-runs  by  seven  days,  accord- 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 


Chicago  —  Universal  during  the 
past  five  years  has  averaged  a  gain 
of  a  thousand  exhibitor  accounts  an- 
nually, William  A.  Scully,  vice-prexy 
and  general  sales  manager,  told  the 
company's  sales  meeting  which  open- 
ed at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  here  yes- 
terday. 

Addressing  the  assembly  of  branch, 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


will  open  up  to 
neutralize  pos- 
sible loss  in  rev- 
enue from  do- 
mestic box  -  of- 
fices and  film 
rentals,  Barney 
Balaban,  presi- 
d  e  n  t  of  Para- 
mount, said  yes- 
terday in  his  an- 
nual report  to 
the  stockhold- 
ers. 

Balaban  said 
that  the  motion 
picture  business 
throughout  the 
world,  particu- 
larly   in    the    United    States,    Great 

(Continued  on  Page   16) 


BARNEY    BALABAN 


"Adjust  Policies,' 
Allied  to  Distribs. 


Solution  of  the  problem  of  ex- 
cessive rentals  rests  not  in  "grant- 
ing relief  in  the  most  desperate  sit- 
uations" but  in  adjustment  of  sales 
policies  by  distributors  "so  as  to 
keep  their  own  profits  within  reas- 
onable bounds,"  President  M.  A.  Ro- 
senberg of  national  Allied  declares 
in  a  bulletin  received  by  members 
yesterday. 

Says    Rosenberg: 

(Continued    on    Page    13) 


Fishtnan  Experiments 
With  Poison  Gases 

New  Haven — Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman, 
president  of  Allied  Theater  Owners 
of  Connecticut  and  manager  of  the 
Fishman  circuit,  has  been  reap- 
pointed assistant  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Pharmacology  of  the 
Yale  School  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Fish- 
man is  experimenting  with  poison 
gases. 
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FINANCIAL 


(Tuesday,  June  15) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
I6I/4     16  16i/4   +      i/s 

)     171/4     163/4       171/4    +       'A 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 

East.    Kodak     

do    pfd 

Cen.    Prec.     Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

RKO    

RKO   $6    pfd 

20th  Century-Fox   .  . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK 
Para.  B'way  3s55  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56. 
Warner  Bros.  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK 

Monogram  Picts 

Radio-Keith    cvs.     .  . . 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Univ.    Corp.    vtc 

N.   Y.   OVER   THE 


3i/2       2%  3          

1634  16  16%  +      1/2 

163 1/2  160  163  y2  +  31/2 

2l' 3/4  211/2  21  %  +"V4 

.591/2  59  59i/2  _     i/2 

257/8  251/4  25y8  +     5/s 

8%       83/4  87/8  —     i/8 

93  921/2  93         

203/4  20i/8  205/s  +      1/4 

32  3iy4  32  +     1/4 

141/2  Hi/8  ,4i/2  +     3/8 


BOND    MARKET 

77         77  77 

1033/8   103%   1033/g 

102  102  102 
CURB  MARKET 
31/s       3  3 

m 

33/8 
m/2 

31/8 


15/8 
31/2 
11% 
31/8 


1%  —       '/8 

3'/2       

H3/4  —      1/4 

31/8  —      1/8 


18 1/4     18 1/4     18i/4  _     y4 
COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 
Roxy    Thea.     Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 77         79/2 


Mrs.  Joseph  Schilling  Dead 

Connersville,  Ind.  —  Mrs.  Alnetta 
Schilling,  wife  of  Joseph  Schilling, 
local  theater  operator,  died  in  the 
Connersville  Hospital,  after  a  linger- 
ing illness. 
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Freeman  Pay  Talks 
Bring  No  Solution 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
stabilization  unit.  The  unit  has  com- 
pleted its  draft  of  the  regulations 
and  now  awaits  approval  from  the 
Commissioner.  No  definite  statement 
as  to  when  the  regulations  will  ap- 
pear is  forthcoming  although  the 
official  said  next  week  might  be  a 
good  bet.  "That's  hope  rather  than 
a  promise"  he  added,  however. 

The  "freeze"  on  field  offices  of 
the  salary  stabilization  unit  has  been 
off  for  several  weeks,  it  was  admit- 
ted, and  instructions  have  been  is- 
sued to  enable  them  to  act  on  most 
cases.  Field  officers  and  the  Wash- 
ington office  are  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss most  typs  of  individual  cases 
at  this  point.  BIR  has  jurisdiction 
over  all  salaries  over  $5,000  per 
year. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount 
vice-president,  spoke  yesterday  with 
officials  of  the  salary  stabilization 
unit,  but  said  later  that  he  was  un- 
able to  obtain  any  solution  to  the 
salary  problems  he  was  concerned 
about  until  the  issuance  of  the 
regulations.  He  is  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  procedure  regarding 
new  contracts  with  options. 

Freeman  lunched  with  Lowell  Mel- 
lett,  OWI  motion  picture  chief,  be- 
fore leaving  town. 


Lt.  Harold  Tannenbaum 
Meets  Death  in  Battle 

Death  of  1st  Lt.  Harold  J.  Tan- 
nenbaum, USA  Eighth  Air  Force 
Film  Unit,  is  announced  by  his  wife, 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Tannenbaum  of 
BE^  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Lt.  Tan- 
|^5   nenbaum  was  killed  in  action 

April  16  in  the  European  the- 
ater. He  was  awarded  the  Purple 
Heart  posthumously. 

A  former  sound  technician  for 
Paramount  News,  Universal  News- 
reel,  RCA  and  RKO,  Lt.  Tannen- 
baum was  noted  as  a  camera  dare- 
devil having  risked  his  life  in  hur- 
ricanes, on  ice  floes  and  while  cov- 
ering gangster  battles  for  the  news- 
reels. 


New  Mono.  Distributor 
Signed  for  Venezuela 

Norton  Ritchey,  head  of  Mono- 
gram's foreign  department,  returned 
yesterday  from  a  tour  of  Mexico, 
Central  America,  Panama,  Venezuela 
and  Trinidad.  A  new  distributor 
for  Monogram  product  was  signed 
by  Ritchey  for  Venezuela  where 
hereafter  the  product  will  be  han- 
dled by   International   Films. 


Lasker  Circuit  Boosts 
Evening  Scales  5  Cents 

Chicago — The  Lasker  circuit,  op- 
erating the  Ritz,  Villas  and  Music 
Box  in  the  west  suburbs,  has  ad- 
vanced daily  admissions  from  28 
cents  to  33  cents  for  evenings  and 
all  day  Sunday  and  holidays. 


Canada  Alters  76  Pix; 
Rejects  Three  British 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cial  Treasurer  A.  St.  Clair  Gordon 
on  the  year's  activities  ending  March 
31  showed  only  76  out  of  1,964  fea- 
tures and  shorts  35  mm.  size  had 
been  altered  and  three  rejected  in 
entirety  were  all  British  features. 
One  other  British  feature  had  been 
passed  after  23  deletions  ordered. 
Report  showed  a  total  of  889  dele- 
tions in  all  films  and  53  out  of  499 
features  had  been  approved  after 
alterations. 

Silverthorne  reported  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  features  and  short  subjects  with 
the  exception  of  newsreels  and  also  a  drop 
in  pieces  of  advertising'  examined  during- 
the  year  due  to  the  war,  but  complimented 
producers  in  North  America  for  maintain- 
ing a  high  standard  in  spite  of  difficulties. 
The  number  of  features  was  down  from  532 
to  499.  Compared  to  the  previous  year, 
comedies  fell  from  231  to  182.  Trailers 
dropped  from  562  to  539,  but  newsreels  in- 
creased five  to   a  266  total. 

The  United  States  supplied  1,874  film 
subjects  of  which  60  were  altered  and  from 
London  came  60  films  16  of  which  were 
revised  by  Ontario  censors.  Fifteen  Russian 
features  were  approved  without  change  and 
Canada  provided  10  films.  No  films  came 
from  Prance  or  other  countries  during  the 
year  although  previously  a  fair  proportion 
had  been  listed. 

The  Ontario  board  passed  upon  33,266 
pieces  of  film  advertising  of  which  169 
were  condemned  and  22  amended.  The 
previous  year  39,659  pieces  had  been  cen- 
sored. Licenses  were  issued  to  418  the- 
aters, one  more  than  in  1941-42,  and  the 
number  of  projectionists  increased  by  five 
to  608  while  apprentices  licensed  were  228 
or  36  more  than  a  year  ago.  Licenses  to 
roadshows  totalled  109,  decrease  of  14. 
During  the  year  there  were  only  six  film 
fifes  and  three  small  fires  elsewhere  in  the- 
aters while  no  deaths  nor  exceptional  ac- 
cidents occurred  even  with  the  scarcity  of 
experienced  help  and  much  larger  crowds. 


Bob  Wile  Resigns 

Bob  Wile,  editor  of  the  Showmen's 
Round  Table  in  the  Motion  Picture 
Herald  for  the  last  14  months,  has 
resigned.  Before  joining  the  Herald, 
Wile  was  managing  editor  of  Show- 
men's Trade  Review  and  prior  to 
that  a  theater  manager  and  operator. 

Weil  is  succeeded  by  Chester 
Friedman,  formerly  of  Interboro  cir- 
cuit. Friedman  was  introduced  to 
trade  press  editors  and  company 
contacts  at  an  formal  luncheon  yes- 
terday at  the  Famous  Kitchen. 


Mandel  Committee  to  Meet 

Chairman  Harry  Mandel  of  the 
Public  Relations  Committee,  New 
York  Exchange  Area,  of  the  WAC, 
has  called  a  meeting  for  2:30  p.m. 
today  in  the  WAC  offices,  to 
discuss  ways  and  means  of  pub- 
licizing the  July  Drive  for  the  Sale 
of  War  Stamps  to  finance  the  build- 
ing of  an  aircraft  carrier. 


BRyant  9-4153-4 


COmmG  and  G0IDG 


J.  CHEEVER  COWDIN  and  CHARLES  PRUTZ 
MAN   left  for  Chicago  last  night. 

HARRY  M.  KALMINE,  assistant  genera 
manager  of  Warner  Theaters,  is  in  Philadel 
phia  for  a  couple  of  days  conferring  on  th 
local    situation. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Warners'  Eastern  publi 
city    manager,    is   back   from    Buffalo. 

IRVING  YERGIN,  of  Warners'  special  /f. 
department  has  returned  from   Minneapolis.  ^ 

FRANK  N.  PHELPS,  Warner  Circuit  labo 
contact,  is  in  Philadephia.  Returns  to  Ne\ 
York    on    Friday. 

FRANK  LOVEJOY,  one  of  the  leading  actor 
on  the  radio  networks,  leaves  tomorrow  fo 
the  Coast,  where  he  will  be  given  a  scree 
test  by  Warners. 

'MARTIN  JUROW,  head  of  Warners'  talen 
bureau  in  the  East,  leaves  Sunday  for  Chicag 
to  look  over  a  number  of  new  talent  possi 
bilities  in  that  territory.  He  returns  to  Ne\ 
York  at  the  end  of  next  week. 

MARJORIE  NELSON,  winner  of  the  Power 
Girl  contest  arranged  by  Essaness  Theatei 
and  the  Chicago  Times,  arrived  in  New  Yor 
yesterday  for  a  round  of  night  clubs  and  Broad 
way   shows. 

JACK  BOYLE,  Broadway,  Norwich,  Conn 
is    vacationing    in    Syracuse. 

JOHN  D.  DONOCHUE,  theater  editor  of  th 
Springfield  (Mass.)  Daily  News,  is  on  vaca 
tion. 

LEO  MORRISON,  Coast  agent,  will  be  . 
Chicago  this  week  visiting  Alfred  M.  Loewenth; 
president  of   Famous   Players   Syndicate. 

NAT  FELLMAN,  head  booker  for  Warm 
Cleveland  Theaters,  and  HAROLD  DUNNE,  of  th 
booking  dept.,  have  returned  to  Cleveland  froi 
New  York. 

JACK  SCHWARZ,  FRC  producer  left  the  Coas 
yesterday  to  attend  the  company  sales  con 
vention    in    Kansas    City. 

RONALD  GRAHAM  arrives  in  Hollywood  to 
morrow    to   work    for   20th-Fox. 

SAM  SHAYON,  Fanchon  and  Marco  executivs 
is  en  route  to  Hollywood  to  work  on  20th-Fox 
"Pin-Up   Girl." 

VINTON  FREEDLEY  is  scheduled  to  leave  th 
Coast  for  New  York   this  week. 

AMY      CROUCHTON,      film      critic      for 
Rochester   Times-Union,    is   on   vacation    for  tw 
weeks. 

DICK  CARROLL,  booking  manager  for  Para 
mount,    New   Haven,    is   vacationing   in    Vermonl 

NATALIE     COHN,     Warner    Theater     divisio 
clerk,   New   Haven,    is   back  at  her  desk  after 
Florida   vacation. 

HARRY   ROSE,    manager  of  the   Globe,    Bridge 
port,   Conn.,    is  spending   his   annual   vacation 
Syracuse   and    Atlantic    City. 
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Based  on  the  composition  "Phantom  of  the  Opera"  by  Gaston  Leroux 
Directed  by  ARTHUR  LUBIN  .  Produced  by  GEORGE  WAGGNER 
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with  augmented  creative  resources  in  its  entire 


studio  organization,  confidently  looks  forward 


to  its  responsibilities  in  maintaining  a  consis- 


tency in  producing  boxoffice  pictures.   The 


stature  of  this  summer's  performance  heralds 


Universalis  strength  for  the  1943-44  season. 


AT  UNIVERSAL,  WE   SPELL  IT 


Wednesday,  June  16,  1943 


Cf  *\  DAILY 


13 


!-  .  rr 


"Adjust  Policies, 
Allied  to  Distribs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"Those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
exhibitor  point  of  view  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  realize  that 
'  however  welcome  adjustments  in  iso- 
lated cases  may  be,  the  policy  is  a 
palliative    and   will   not   meet 

' )  exhibitors'  demand  for  a  rem- 
edy for  the  unsound  basic  condi- 
tions now  prevailing. 

"The  real  complaint  of  the  ex- 
hibitors is  that  the  major  distribu- 
tors, by  their  sales  policies  and 
gadget  selling — especially  the  in- 
creasing number  of  high  percent- 
■  age  pictures — are  diverting  into 
their  own  pockets  an  undue  propor- 
tion of  the  box-office  receipts  in  all 
situations,  including  those  that  have 
gained  as  well  as  those  that  have 
suffered  from  war  time  conditions. . . 

"Obviously  the  solution  is  not  to 
make  mendicants  of  the  exhibitors 
by  requiring  them  to  apply  to  the 
exchange — hat  in  hand — for  hand- 
outs. It  is  wrong — and  the  distribu- 
tors know  it  is  wrong — to  persist 
in  policies  and  practices  which  re- 
sult in  such  an  unequal  division  of 
the  profits  of  the  business.  All 
thinking  men  in  this  or  any  other 
business  must  realize  that  such  an 
unsound  and  unjust  condition  can 
not  continue  indefinitely. 

"The  distributors  should  stop 
thinking  in  terms  of  palliatives. 
They  should  adjust  their  selling  poli- 
cies so  as  to  keep  their  own  profits 
within  reasonable  bounds.  They 
should  stop  unreasonable  and  unfair 
discrimination  between  exhibitors  in 
the  matter  of  terms  and  prices. 
These  reforms  would  have  the  '  ef- 
fect automatically  to  cure  the  con- 
dition that  is  giving  rise  to  so  much 
complaint,  and  it  would  save  a  good 
deal  of  grief  in  the  days  to  come." 


Colbert  in  RC  Trailer 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Starring  Claudette 
Colbert,  a  trailer  calling  attention 
to  the  need  for  public  help  in  Red 
Cross  services  has  been  completed. 
Mark  Sandrich,  producer-director 
of  Paramount's  "So  Proudly  We 
Hail,"  directed  with  Victor  Milner 
behind  the  cameras. 


William  K.  Howard  Stan     Laurel 

Ona    Munson  Norman   Kerry 

Lupino    Lane  William    B.    Davidson 

Lew  Pollack 


J_ 

<\  — 

The  Task  at  Hand: 

•  •  •  IF  it  is  true,  as  Emerson  recorded,  that  "Necessity  does 
everything  well."  the  current  campaign  of  the  Greater  New  York  Fund's 
Motion  Picture  Division,  of  which  I.  Robert  (Loew's,  Inc.)  Rubin  is  chair- 
man,  will  reach  its  accepted  quota  of  $65,000 It's  not  a  question 

of  it  should,  but  that  it  MUST The  sum  of  $65,000   appears  large, 

and  it  is,  decidedly  so,  for  wartime But  let's  look  at  the  quota  in 

another  way There  are   406   affiliated,  voluntary  agencies  within 

the  structure  of  the  GNYF,  and  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  each  and 
every    one    continue,    uncurtailed,    its    programs    of    health    and    social 

welfare Only  the  most  primary  mathematics  are  needed  to  arrive 

at    the    following    answer: If    406    agencies    receive    $65,000,    then 

each,  assuming  that  allocation  is   equal  in  all  instances,  would  receive 

in   round   figures    only    $160 This   is   little    enough But   when, 

on  the  other  hand,  you  consider  that  the  Motion  Picture  Division  is 
asked  to  turn  in  14.44  per  cent  of  the  MINIMUM  goal  of  $4,500,000  (a 
vital  part  of  the  $21,000,000  which  the  agencies  must  realize  this  year 
from  public  generosity),   the  magnitude  of  the   task  takes  on  a  different 

and  weightier  aspect Last  year,  our  film  firms  gave  generously 

Now  they  are  urged  to  increase  their  Fund  contributions  by  at  least  25 

per   cent Otherwise,    it    will   be,    in    the    vernacular,    "no   soap," — 

which  means   no   quota   attainment  ..••.. 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  WHAT  would  be  the  consequences  of  such  a  tragedy? 
It  would  mark  the  failure  of  our  local  industry  and  all  indi- 
viduals concerned  to  dovetail  their  obligation  into  those  undertaken  by 

their  fellow    industries    hereabouts But   that   isn't   the   big   thing 

by  a  long  shot Of  more  towering  dimensions  would  be  the  depri- 

vation  of  adequate  financial  assistance  to  a  community  program  of 
incalculable  worth That  community  happens  to  number  (ac- 
cording to    1940  census  figures  for  Manhattan,  Bronx,  Brooklyn   and 

Queens,  served   by    GNYF)   7,280,554 This   is  56  per  cent   of  all 

people  in  New  York  State,  and  between  5  per  cent  and  6  per  cent  of 

the  entire  nation The  health  and  social  welfare  of  such  a  large 

increment    of   America    is    tremendously    vital Were    that   health 

and  welfare  NOT  maintained  through  GNYF,  it  would  be  a  calamity 
which   might  zuell  shatter  the  national  weal,  and  at  a  time  when  our 

over-all  well-being  must  be  not  only  consolidated  but  improved 

Such   is  our  obligation   in   its  very  fundamentals 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  PERHAPS  as  astute  an  observation  as  Britain's  Edmund 
Burke  ever  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  was  this:  "Dangers  by  being 

despised  grow  great" None  of  us,  however  healthy  or  prosperous 

he  may  be,   can  rule   out  the   possibility  of   trouble,   or   danger,   if   you 

will Therefore,    when   we    as   firms   or   individuals   give   to   GNYF 

we  are  taking  out  a  priceless  sort  of  insurance,  not  merely  for  ourselves 

as   a   community,   but   for   ourselves    as    individuals Hence,   GNYF 

couples  the  materially  practical  for  ourselves  and  our  fellow  New 
Yorkers,  and  the  greatest  of  virtues, — Charity — ,  extended  in  behalf  of 
the   city's   needy 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  BEST  hope  that  the  Motion  Picture  Division's  quota  will 
be  met,  and,  we  trust,  exceeded,  is  the  experience  and  leadership  of 

J.   Robert   Rubin,   and    that   of   his   sub -committee    heads Latter 

comprise  Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Jack  Alicoate,  Martin 
Quigley,  Adolph  Schimmel,  Joe  Hornstein,  B.  S.  Moss,  Budd  Rogers, 
and  Ralph  Poucher GIVE  TO  GNYF,  and- 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE   PEARL   HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


LLOYD   HART,    manager,    Plaza,    Charlotte. 

FRANCIS  ANDERSON,  manager,  Century,  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y. 

GERALD  WESTERGREN,  exploiteer,  Lafayette, 
Buffalo. 

JAMES  KELLY,  relief  manager,  Palace,  Rochester. 

DON  ABELS,  student  assistant  manager,  Loew's 
Poli,  New  Haven. 

JOHN    ADAMS,    manager,    Magnet,    Barre,    Vt. 

LESTER   DAVIS,   manager,    Paramount,    Barre,   Vt. 

HERB  BROWN,  manager,  Victoria,  Greenfield, 
Mass. 

MURRAY    SACHS,    manager,    Strand,    Boston. 

AL  BENSON,  sales  manager,  Paramount,  Wash- 
ington. 

FRANK  HUDCINS,  manager,  Warwick,  Newport 
News,   Va. 

CENO  CALL1,  art  department,  Neighborhood, 
Richmond,    Va. 

ROBERT  LEONA,  chief  usher,  Loew-Poli  Thea- 
ter,  New   Haven. 

ROBERT  M.  WALLACE,  ad  salesman,  Warners, 
Atlanta. 

J.   SOUTAR,   ad   sales   force,   Warners,   Winnipeg. 

FRANCIS  KAPPLER,  student  of  Paramount 
booking    methods,    St.    Louis. 


Goldwyn's  Contract 
With  RKO  Extended 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Goldwyn  for  release  during  the  com- 
ing year,  including  "The  North 
Star,"  in  production  for  almost  a 
year  and  a  half,  from  Lillian  Hell- 
man's  original  story  and  screenplay. 
Lewis  Milestone  is  directing,  with 
Anne  Baxter,  Walter  Brennan,  Wal- 
ter Huston,  Ann  Harding,  Dana  An- 
drews, Jane  Withers  and  Erich  von 
Stroheim  topping  the  cast.  Others 
will  be  "Up  in  Arms,"  a  musical 
comedy  starring  Danny  Kaye,  Dinah 
Shore,  Dana  Andrews  and  Constance 
Dowling,  and  a  pirate  comedy, 
"Treasure  Chest,"  to  star  Bob  Hope. 
Commenting  on  the  agreement, 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  president  of  RKO 
Radio,  said,  "The  consistent  high 
quality  of  Mr.  Goldwyn's  produc- 
tions is  such  that  RKO  Radio  has 
been  happy  to  release  them  in  the 
past  and  is  gratified  that  this  asso- 
ciation is  to  continue.  Due  to  the 
high  standards  of  the  producer,  every 
Samuel  Godlwyn  picture  is  an  event 
which  has  made  him  recognized  as 
one  of  the  great  creative  leaders  of 
the  industry." 


Mrs.  Carl  Harthill  Dead 

Indianapolis — Mrs.  Carl  Harthill, 
wife  of  Carl  Harthill,  manager  of  the 
Monogram  exchange  her,  died  in  the 
Antlers  Hotel,  where  she  resided. 
Mrs.  Harthill  had  been  an  invalid 
for  several  years.  Burial  took  place 
in   Elkhart. 


STORKS 


Sid  Weiner,  assistant  to  Jules  Gir- 
den  of  the  Warner  Theaters  home 
office  staff,  became  the  father  of  a 
boy  yesterday.  Newcomer  arrived 
at  Polyclinic  Hospital. 
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Minority  Resolutions 
Rejected  by  Para. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

caused    the    sessions    to    last    three 
hours. 

16  Again  on  Para.  Board 

Directors  re-elected  were  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  Barney  Balaban,  Stephen 
Callaghan,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Har- 
vey D.  Gilson,  A.  Conger  Goodyear, 
Stanton  Griffis,  Duncan  G.  Harris, 
John  D.  Hertz,  John  W.  Hicks,  Aus- 
tin C.  Keough,  Earl  I.  McClintock, 
Maurice  Newton,  E.  V.  Richards,  Ed- 
win L.  Weisl  and  Adolph  Zukor. 
The  directors  are  scheduled  tenta- 
tively to  meet  tomorrow  to  elect 
officers. 

Fuller's  proposed  resolutions,  if 
adopted,  would  have  required  full 
discussion  of  the  annual  report  at 
stockholders'  meetings  and  the  avail- 
ability of  the  minutes  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  for  inspection  by 
the  stockholders;  no  director  would 
be  eligible  for  re-election  unless  he 
owned  at  least  100  shares  of  stock 
and  no  new  nominees  would  be  elig- 
ible unless  they  had  acquired  the 
same  amount;  all  annual  meetings 
would  be  required  to  have  a  secre- 
tary to  take  down  a  verbatim  rec- 
ord of  the  sessions,  a  summary  of 
which  would  go  to  the  stockholders, 
and  the  selection  of  auditors  should 
rest  upon  a  recommendation  by  the 
board  and  approved  by  the  stock- 
holders. 

As  to  the  first  resolution,  the  cor- 
poration's counsel  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  part  relating  to  a 
discussion  of  the  annual  report  was 
proper  but  that  the  inspection  of 
the  minutes  was  not  because  a  meet- 
ing of  stockholders  is  without  legal 
power  to  consider  it.  The  resolution 
was  amended  to  permit  only  a  full 
discussion  of  the  annual  report. 

The  management's  opposition  to 
the  second  resolution,  requiring  di- 
rectors to  own  stock,  was  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  directors  were  se- 
lected for  their  ability  and  the  con- 
tributions they  could  make  to  the 
progress  of  the  company.  The  reso- 
lution calling  for  a  verbatim  record 
of  the  meetings  was  opposed  on  the 
grounds  that  the  annual  report  to 
the  stockholders  and  the  proxy  state- 
ment would  not  be  materially  sup- 
plemented by  it.     The  management 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


JEAN    DOWNS,    cashier,    Republic,   Albany. 

VERA    WH1TEMAN,    RKO,    BUFFALO. 

DOROTHY    WOLICKI,    Universal,    Buffalo.' 

LEONA  CARRACHAN,  assistant  manager,  Capi- 
tol,   Rochester. 

MARY  CARLAND,  assistant  manager,  Strand, 
Holyoke,   Mass. 

EDNA  TUCKER,  assistant,  Virginia,  Portsmouth, 
Va. 

GRACE  MATT1SON,  receptionist,  M-C-M,  Al- 
bany. 

ANNETTE  BLAINE,  manager-booker,  Jodoin 
Theater,   Baltic,   Conn. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


•      • 


Presenting  Interesting  Personalities 


•      • 


CREDDIE  RICH.    Musical  director.    Born  in  Warsaw,  Russia.    Grew  up  on  New 
York's   East   Side,   attended    its   public   schools.      Studied    piano   and   won   a 
Damrosch  scholarship,  entitling  him  to  instruction  in  harmony,  counterpoint  and 
composition.     Made  his  debut  at  the  Waco  Theater,  New  York,  at  the  age  of 
11,  where  he  played  typical   Indian  music  at  the  appro- 
priate   time,    and    the    wedding    march    or    "Hearts    and 
Flowers"  for  effective  fadeouts.     Undertook  a  vaudeville 
tour  following  which  he  became  musical  director  for  such 
stars  as  Eva  Tanguay,  Marie  Dressier,  Lew  Fields  and  for 
numerous    Shubert    productions.       Made    his    debut   as    a 
dance  maestro  at  the  Astor,  remaining  until   1928,  when 
he  took  his  band  on  a  tour  of  Europe  which  culminated 
with  a  command  performance  before  the  King  and  Queen 
of  England.     Was  one  of  the  principal  conductors  for  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  presenting  as  many  as  15 
I  programs  a  week.   As  a  composer  had  to  his  credit  two  very 
successful    numbers,    "Animal    Crackers"    and    "On    the 
Riviera,"   "Penthouse"   in   which    he   describes   phases   of 
modern  life  seen  and  heard  from  his  penthouse  apartment 
high   above   Park   Avenue.      Is   also   known   as   a  brilliant 
arranger.    Composed  the  score  for  Sol  Lesser's  "Stage  Door 
Canteen."     Weighs  175  pounds.     Stands,  5,  UVi.     Hair, 
black.     Eyes,  brown. 


Scully  Bares  "17"  Biz  Bise 

Thousand  New  Accounts  Annually  for  5  Years 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


district  and  division  managers  as 
well  as  executive  personnel  of  the 
studio,  and  home  office  and  Canad- 
ian representatives,  Scully  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  the  company's 
manpower,  saying  that  Universal 
progressed  through  its  men,  and 
that  the  men  would  continue  to  grow 
with  the  Company. 

Scully  restated  the  policy  of  pro- 
moting from  the  ranks  wherever 
possible,  stressing  the  great  part 
that  the  encouragement  of  personal 
intiative  played  in  the  company's 
progress.  He  cited  recent  promotions 
and  appointments,  such  as  the  desig- 
nation of  E.  T.  Gomersall  as  assis- 
tant general  sales  manager  and  the 
recently  appointed  Western  division 
manager,  Al  O'Keefe  as  instances 
of  this  policy. 

The  opening  session  yesterday 
was  devoted  by  Scully  almost  entire- 
ly to  a  review  of  the  current  year 
and  an  analysis  of  sales  policies. 

In  the  afternoon  Cliff  Work,  vice- 
president   and    general    manager    of 


the  studio,  outlined  the  balance  of 
the  product  ready  to  complete  the 
current  selling  season.  In  the  group 
of  12  pictures  discussed  were  in- 
cluded the  new  Abbott  &  Costello 
picture,  "Hit  The  Ice";  Walter  Wan- 
ger's  "We've  Never  Been  Licked"; 
the  new  Deanna  Durbin  picture, 
"Hers  to  Hold"  in  which  she  is  co- 
starred  with  Joseph  Cotten;  the 
Howard  Hawks'  picture,  "Corvette 
K-225";  the  Technicolor  production, 
"Phantom  of  the  Opera,'"  starring 
Nelson  Eddy,  Susanna  Foster  and 
Claude  Rains  and  the  current  "Mis- 
ter Big,"  first  Donald  O'Connor  star- 
rer. Work  said  that  the  studio 
sensed  for  some  time  the  box-office 
value  of  Donald  O'Connor,  but  had 
refused  to  star  him  until  public  ac- 
ceptance could  be  absolutely  assured. 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of 
the  board  and  Charles  Prutzman, 
vice-president  and  general  counsel 
of  the  company,  arrive  from  New 
York  today  to  address  the  meeting 
this   morning. 


opposed  the  last  resolution  on  the 
grounds  that  Price,  Waterhouse  had 
been  the  accountants  since  1916  and 
that  any  change  that  might  be 
brought  about  could  result  in  con- 
fusion and  that  the  company  could 
be  best  served  by  allowing  the  se- 
lection of  accountants  to  rest  with 
the  board  of  directors. 

Fuller  Objections  Galore 
Fuller  objected  to  various  por- 
tions of  the  annual  statement,  de- 
claring that  it  was  not  comprehen- 
sive enough  to  satisfy  the  stock- 
holders, a  view  not  shared  by  the 
other  stockholders  present.  Fuller 
also  attacked  the  salary  of  Presi- 
dent Barney  Balaban,  despite  the 
fact  that  Balaban  pointed  out  that 


his  income  was  derived  from  a  man- 
agement participation  arrangement" 
stemming  from  the  sale  of  B  &  K 
and  that  Paramount,  itself,  paid  no 
direct  salary  to  him.  Salaries  of 
others  were  criticized,  although  the 
other  stockholders  declared  that 
they  were  not  out  of  line  when  the 
progress  and  healthy  condition  of 
the  company  were  considered. 

In  fact,  Fuller  objected  to  about 
everything.  He  advocated  outside 
inspectors  of  election  and  more  mi- 
nor stockholder  directors.  Nobody 
appeared  to  be  quite  sure  what  he 
was  driving  at. 

There  were  2,519,785  votes  pres- 
ent, of  which  2,506,518  votes  went 
for  the  re-election  of  directors. 


DATE  BOOK 


June  14-18:  American  Federation  of  Musicians' 
annual   convention,   Columbus,   0. 

June  15:  Paramount  stockholders'  meeting, 
home   office. 

June  15-17:  Universal  sales  meeting,  Black- 
stone   Hotel,   Chicago. 

June  18-20:  PRC  national  convention  of  fran- 
chise  holders,   President  Hotel,   Kansas  City, 

M°'  tr- 

iune  24:  Allied   Caravan    meeting,   Cleveia/ V,   . 

June  25:  Universal  stockholders  special  ml/.,;, 
Wilmington,   Del. 

June  29-July     1 :     New     Jersey     Allied     annual 

meeting,   Hollywood  Hotel,  West  End,  N.  J, 
June   29-July    1:      "Showmen-at-War"       Confei 

ence,    Allied    of    New    Jersey    (with    Allied 

Eastern   regional   units   participating),    Hotel 

Hollywood,   West   End,   N.  J. 
June  30:     20th-Fox    Home    Office    Family    Clut 

outing,  Bear  Mountain  Park. 
June    30:  Allied     Caravan     meeting     West    End 

N.    J. 
July    1-3:   Warners   regional   sales    meeting,    Ne« 

York. 
July    6:    20th-Fox    special    stockholders    meeting 

home  office. 
July     6-10:     Warners     regional     sales     meeting 

Chicago. 
July  12-14:  RKO  Radio  sales  meeting,  Waldorf 

Astoria. 
July  14-17:     Paramount  semi-annual  sales  meet 

ing,  Hotel  Pierre. 
July     15-17:     Warners     regional     sales     meeting 

San     Francisco. 

Six  Exploitation  Pix 
For  PRC  Next  Season 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pany  is  now  geared  to  keep  paci 
with  the  increased  demand  for  it 
product,  executives  said. 

Attending  the  convention  will  b 
O.  Henry  Briggs,  president;  Arthu 
Greenblatt,  vice-president  in  charg 
of  sales;  Karl  Herzog,  treasurer  o 
Pathe  Laboratories;  Leo  J.  McCai 
thy,  assistant  general  sales  man 
ager;  Fred  Rohrs,  Southern  divisio: 
manager;  Joseph  O'Sullivan,  direc 
tor  of  publicity;  S.  S.  Kestenbaurr 
exploitation    manager,    and    Robert 

D.  Socas,    export   manager,    all   o  | 
the  home  office.     From  the  studio 
will    be   Leon   Fromkess,   vice-presi 
dent    in    charge    of   production,   an ' 
Sig   Neufeld,  producer  of  western: 

Representing    the    exchanges    wij 
be: 

Albany-Buffalo,  Jack  Berkson;  Atlant  | 
Ike  Katz;  Boston,  Harry  I.  Goldman:  Cha 
lotte,  Harry  Katz;  Chicago,  Henri  Elraai 
Cincinnati,  Jack  Lefton;  Cleveland,  Nat  ) 
Lefton ;  Dallas,  Jack  K.  Adams  and  Jack  1 
Adams;  Denver,  J.  H.  Ashby;  Detroit.  Wi 
liam  Flemion  and  A.  V.  O'Donnell;  India: 
apolis,  Jos.  W.  Bohn:  Kansas  City,  R.  1 
Patt,  John  Muchmore  and  Beverly  Mille 
Little  Rock,  B.  F.  Busby;  Los  Angele 
Samuel  K.  Decker;  Milwaukee,  Joe  Stroth 
and  Ben  Marcus;  Minneapolis,  Abbott  Swart 
New  Orleans,  Frederick  F.  Goodrow  a] 
P.  A.  Sliman;  New  York,  Lt.  Comm.  Be 
Kulick;   Oklahoma  City,  Harry  MeKenna  ai 

E.  L.  Walker:  Omaha,  M.  L.  Stern;  Phil 
delphia,  Herbert  Given;  Pittsburgh,  Le 
Lefton  and  Milton  Lefton;  St.  Louis,  No: 
Bloomer;  San  Francisco,  Sam  Sobel  and  A 
mand  Cohn;  Seattle,  Lloyd  Lamb,  and  Was 
ington,   George  Gill. 


BACK  IN  CIVVIES 

Honorably  Discharged 


DAVE    GOULD,    from    the   Army,    United   Arti 
sales    force,    Philadelphia. 
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Peace  May  Bring  Attendance  Recession,  Balaban 


Reopened  Foreign  Markets 
Will  Offset  Loss  in  Time, 
Para.  Stockholders  Told 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Britain  and  Canada,  is  enjoying  a 
level  of  attendance  exceeding  that 
of  any  previous  period,  due  primar- 
ily to  the  increase  in  payrolls  and 
the  rationing  of  other  means  of 
amusement. 

Sees  Quarterly  Gain 

Pointing  out  that  Paramount's 
earnings  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1943  totalled  $3,560,000,  Balaban 
said  that  preliminary  estimates  in- 
dicated that  the  earnings  for  the 
second  quarter  of  this  year  would 
be  better  than  the  same  period  last 
year  when  the  quarterly  profit  was 
approximately   $2,700,000. 

Balaban  told  the  stockholders  that 
the  company  last  week  completed 
the  final  step  in  its  debt  consolida- 
tion program  whereby  it  arranged 
to  retire  on  July  13  all  outstanding 
4  per  cent  debentures  due  1956  ag- 
gregating  $16,634,700  principal 
amount.  These  obligations  were  sold 
at  par  to  a  group  of  banks  and  insur- 
ance companies  at  an  interest  rate 
approximating  2.80  per  cent  annual- 
ly, with  rights  of  prepayment  at  par. 

Giving  effect  to  this  refinancing, 
Balaban  said  the  annual  interest 
charges  of  the  company  and  its  con- 
solidated subsidiaries  now  are  about 
$800,000,  which  compared  with  $1,- 
370,000  for  1942  and  more  than  $3,- 
000,000  for  1935. 

During  the  last  seven  years  and 
after  giving  effect  to  the  refinancing 
already  referred  to,  Balaban  said 
that  the  company  and  its  subsidiar- 
ies had  paid  off  approximately  $32,- 
000,000  of  fixed  debts  and  preferred 
stocks  of  subsidiary  companies 
owned  by  minority  interests  and  had 
added  about  $20,000,000  to  consoli- 
dated property  account.  During  the 
same  period,  consolidated  net  cur- 
rent assets  increased  $12,000,000 
while  approximately  $18,000,000  was 
disbursed  to  stockholders  as  divi- 
dends on  all  classes  of  stock,  and 
$32,000,000  aggregate  par  value  of 
first  and  second  preferred  stocks  of 
the  company  was  eliminated  through 
purchases,  redemption  or  conversion. 

Para.  Watching  Inventory 

Discussing  the  increased  costs  of 
production,  Balaban  said  the  com- 
pany was  watching  its  inventory  so 
that  the  end  of  the  war  would  not 
find  Paramount  with  too  large  an 
investment  in  war  pictures. 

More  than  5,000  men  and  women 
of  Paramount  and  its  affiliates  are 
in  the  armed  services,  Balaban  said. 
The  stress  of  added  business  and 
difficulties  with  present  necessary 
regulations  and  scarcity  of  materials 
has  placed  a  burden  on  those  re- 
maining to  carry  on  the  job  of  bring- 
ing relaxation  to  all,  he  added. 

Balaban     said     he     had     received 


HCLLyWCCD  DIGEST 


ASSIGNMENTS 

STEPHEN     LONCSTREET,     adaptation,     "Passport 

to  Dakar,"  Universal. 
IULIEN  DUVIVIER,  director,  "Passport  to  Dakar," 

Universal. 
HENRY    KOSTER,    director,    "Her    Highness    and 

the    Bellboy,"     M-G-M. 


CASTINGS 

DOROTHY  STICKNEY,  "The  Uninvited,"  Para- 
mount; DONALD  CURTIS,  "See  Here,  Private 
Hargrove,"  Metro;  ELYSE  KNOX,  DONALD 
WOODS,  BIL'LIE  BURKE.  "So's  Your  Uncle," 
Universal;  ROLAND  YOUNG,  "Standing  Room  On- 
ly," Paramount;  GEORGE  SANDERS  LAIRD  CRE- 
GAR,  "Laura,"  20th-Fox;  BETTY  JAYNES,  "Meet 
the  People,"  Metro;  AINA  CONSTANT,  "Along 
Broadway,"  Metro;  KENNY  POWERS,  "Broadway 
Rhythm,"  Metro;  DORIS  LLOYD,  "Frenchman's 
Creek,"    Paramount. 

ANNE  BKYTH,  "One  hundred  Girls  and  a 
Man,"  Universal;  RENNIE  McAVOY,  "The 
Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,"  Paramount;  NORMA 
VARDEN,  "The  White  Cliffs  of  Dover,"  M-G-M; 
JOE  E.  BROWN,  MARTHA  RAYE  and  EUGENE 
PALLETTE,  "Pin-Up  Girl,"  20th-Fox;  INCRID 
BERGMAN,  "Gaslight,"  M-G-M;  GEORCE 
BRENT,  "Three  Strangers,"  Warners;  SHEILA 
RYAN,  "The  Shocking  Miss  Pilgrim,"  20th-Fox; 
CLIFF  NAZARRO,  "Heavenly  Body,"  M-G-M; 
AGNES  MOOREHEAD,  "Conflict,"  Warners; 
GLADYS  GEORCE,  NANCY  GATES  and  UNA 
O'CONNOR,  "Government  Girl,"  RKO;  TINA 
THAYER  and  COLLEEN  TOWNSEND,  "Henry 
Aldrich's  Little  Secret,"  Paramount;  MARGARET 
LANDRY,  "Adventures  of  a  Rookie,"  RKO; 
LEON    AMES,    "The    Iron    Major,'    RKO. 

LANA  TURNER,  "Music  for  Millions,"  M-G-M; 
SUSAN  HAYWARD,  "Standing  iRoom  Only," 
Paramount;  FRANK  BUCK,  JUNE  DUPREZ, 
DUNCAN  RENALDO  and  J.  FARRELL  Mac- 
DOMALD,  "Tiger  Fangs,"  PRC;  TURHAN  BEY, 
"AN  Baba  and  the  Forty  Thieves,"  Universal; 
"RAGS"       RAGLAND,       "Meet       the       People," 

M-C-M;    DIANA  LYNN,   "Our   Hearts   Were 

Young    and     Cay,"     Paramount. 


ROSE  HOBART,  "Conflict,"  Warners;  GALE 
SONDERCARD,  "The  Strange  Death  of  Adolf 
Hitler,"  Universal;  TOMMY  DORSEY'S  ORK., 
"Broadway  Rhythm,"  M-G-M;  MOLLY  LA- 
MONT,    "The   White   Cliffs   of    Dover,"    M-C-M. 


STORY  PURCHASES 

"LAURA,"  VERA  CASPARY  mystery  novel,  by 
20th-Fox. 

CLARE  JAYNES'  "Instruct  My  Sorrows,"  War- 
ners. 

PHILIP    WYLIE's    "Judy    Adjudicates,"    Warners. 

MORRIE  RYSKIND  and  SIG  HERZIC'S  "Where 
Do  We  Co  from   Here,"  20th-Fox. 


REOPTIONED 

JERRY    WALD,    producer,    Warners. 

FAT    DUGGAN,    story    editor,    Samuel    Goldwyn. 

VIRGINIA  O'BRIEN,    new   termer,    M-G-M. 


TITLE  SWITCHES 

'Hitler's  Madman,"  formerly  "Hitler's  Hang- 
man,"   Metro. 

'Henry  Aldrich's  Little  Secret,"  formerly  "Henry 
Aldrich   Rocks  the   Cradle,"   Paramount. 

"Someone  to  Remember,"  formerly,  "The  Prodi- 
gal's   Mother,"     Republic. 


SCHEDULED 


'Jive   Junction,"  Atlantis   for  PRC. 

'Three  Cheers  for  the  Boys,"  CHARLES  K. 
FELDMAN     for     Universal. 

'Three  Strangers,"  story,  JOHN  HUSTON; 
screenplay,  FRANK  GRUjBER;  producer, 
HENRY   BLANKE;  Warners. 

'The  Shocking  Miss  Pilgrim,"  from  "Miss 
Pilgrim's  Progress,"  by  ERNEST  and  FRED- 
ERICA  MAASNIT;  producer,  .WK-LIAM 
LeBARON. 

'Black  Beauty,"  story,  ANNA  SEWALL;  pro- 
ducer,    LINDSLEY     PARSONS,     Monogram 


Equity  to  Request  Pledge 
For  Entertainment  Service 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vices  as  a  result  of  action  taken  by 
Equity's  council  at  a  special  meeting 
yesterday.  A  committee  was  desig- 
nated to  frame  the  text  of  the  pledge. 

The  Council  voted  for  Equity's 
affiliation  with  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  Entertainment  Industry  for 
War  Activities,  now  in  process  of 
organization  via  a  continuation  com- 
mittee recently  named  with  George 
J.  Schaefer  as  temporary  chairman. 

The  committee  is  scheduled  to  meet 
on  July  1,  and  the  Conference  board 
is  expected  to  hold  its  first  meeting 
on  July  14-15. 

Equity  is  the  first  union  or  guild  to 
okay  Conference  affiliation.  First 
organization  to  do  so  was  NAB. 


thoughtful  inquiries  from  stockhold- 
ers concerning  the  possibility  of  fur- 
ther increases  in  the  dividend  rate. 
While  a  considerable  amount  of  cash 
has  been  used  to  retire  debts,  Bala- 
ban said  that  if  business  conditions 
continued  at  the  present  rate,  he 
would  recommend  later  in  the  year 
that  the  board  give  consideration  to 
increasing  the  common  dividend. 


Sequestrator  Named  In 
Blumenthal  Stock  Suit 


Wilmington,  Del. — Chancellor  W. 
Watson  Harrington  has  appointed 
Albert  L.  Massey  as  sequestrator 
for  the  property  of  defendants  in  the 
case  of  Margaret  Fears  Blumenthal 
vs.  Alfred  C.  Blumenthal,  Miriam 
Rogers  and  Poli-New  England  The- 
aters, Inc.  The  property  consists  of 
25  shares  of  common  stock  of  the 
theater  corporation,  which  Mrs. 
Fears  claims  her  husband  transfer- 
red to  the  name  of  Mrs.  Rogers,  his 
sister,  to  hinder  Mrs.  Fears  in  col- 
lecting money  owed  her  by  her  hus- 
band, from  whom  she  is  separated. 
The  defendants  were  ordered  to  ap- 
pear in  the  Chancery  Court  of  Dela- 
ware, on  Sept.  1. 

Aaron  Finger  of  Layton,  Richards 
and  Finger,  local  attorneys  filed  in 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Fears.  The  stock  is 
one-fourth  of  the  outstanding  com- 
mon stock  of  Poli-New  England  The- 
aters, Inc.  Mrs.  Fears  claims  her 
husband  owes  her  $180,000  and  in- 
terest, as  the  result  of  a  property 
settlement  made  when  they  separ- 
ated and  on  which  she  claims  he 
has  defaulted. 


U.  S.  Majors  Talk 
Mexican  Production 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

per  year,  Harold  Hopper,  WEB 
motion  picture  chief,  said  yesterl  ^ 
on  his  return  from  a  lengthy  trif* 
to  Mexico  and  the  West  Coast. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
worth  of  American  equipment  is 
now  being  installed  in  Mexican  stu- 
dios and  productions  there  are  now 
beginning  to  approach  technically 
the  standard  of  American  films  made 
on  similar  budgets,  Hopper  said. 
He  had  been  to  Mexico  City  on  be- 
half of  CIAA. 

Although  two  of  the  majors  have 
representatives  in  Mexico  City  and 
are  talking  of  entering  production 
there,  it  is  unlikely,  said  Hopper, 
that  they  will  go  far  before  the 
end  of  the  war.  This  is  largely  be- 
cause of  the  inflationary  state  of 
Mexican  currency,  he  said,  explain- 
ing that  the  dollar  exchange  is  badly 
upset  and  that  merchandise  worth 
two  dollars  in  this  country  sometimes 
costs  as  high  as  five  there. 

Although  no  final  arrangements 
have  yet  been  announced,  Hopper 
said  it  is  likely  that  Mexico  will 
begin  shipping  films  to  Spain  short- 
ly. Thus  far,  Argentina  has  been 
the  only  South  American  country 
shipping  films  to  Spain. 

Mexico  is  in  the  midst  of  a  thea- 
ter building  boom,  according  to 
Hopper,  and  the  country  bids  fair 
to  be  a  greater  market  than  ever 
before  for  U.  S.  producers.  ...  As  be- 
fore, all  production  and  exhibition 
is  privately  financed,  he  said,  but 
there  is  apparently  considerable 
backing  available  for  expanding  the 
various  phases  of  the  industry. 


Third-Run  Canton  House 
Wins  Relief  on  Appeal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  to  a  ruling  by  the  motion  picture 
appeal  board. 

Complainant  had  charged  that  the  J 
42-day  clearance  held  by  the  first- 
runs  over  the  second-run  and  the 
14-day  clearance  held  by  the  second 
runs  over  the  Dueber  was  unreason- 
able and  has  askd  that  the  first-run, 
clearance  be  shortened  and  that 
the  clearance  between  second-run 
and  third-run  be  abolished. 

The  arbitrator,  however,  found 
that  the  clearance  was  not  unreas- 
onable and  dismissed  the  case.  On 
appeal,  the  appeal  board  found  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  competition 
between  second-run  and  the  Dueber 
to  warrant  14  days  and  reduced  it 
to  seven,  thereby  (rever)sing  the 
opinion  of  the  arbitrator.  The  first- 
run  clearance  remains. 
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Reviews  of  the  new  nuns 
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'Thumbs  Up' 


with   Brenda  Joyce,   Richard   Fraser 
republic  67  Mins. 

FILM  WITH  ENGLISH  BACKGROUND 
.HOULD  MANAGE  TO  GET  BY  IN 
NEIGHBORHOODS;  SONGS  PROVE  A 
-j-ip. 

/fair  amount  of  entertainment  is  avail- 
Wiu.e  in  "Thumbs  Up,"  the  story  of  a 
I  oung  American  singer  in  England.  The 
I  ilm  has  a  war  theme  which,  while  pretty 
I  a  miliar  by  now,  still  manages  to  serve  as 
he  subject  for  a  generally  interesting 
production  that  should  make  a  passable 
.howing  on  double  bills  in  neighborhood 
louses. 

Brenda  Joyce  plays  the  leading  role. 
A'hen  the  producer  in  whose  show  her 
weetheart  (Arthur  Margetson)  has  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  her  a  role  changes  his 
jlans  and  decides  to  do  a  musical  with 
lircraft  talent,  Miss  Joyce  obtains  a  job 
)n  a  plane  factory.  She  is  picked  for  the 
ihow  by  the  producer  with  the  assistance 
sf  a  good  word  from  Margetson.  Miss 
loyce  brings  the  anger  of  her  fellow  work- 
2rs  upon  her  head  when  they  discover  that 
;.he  took  the  job  in  the  war  plant  to  ad- 
vance her  own  selfish  ends  rather  than 
o  do  her  bit  to  help  the  British  win  the 
<var.  This  discovery  also  temporarily  loses 
ler  the  affection  of  Richard  Fraser,  an 
?AF  flying  officer,  who  has  supplanted 
vlargetson  in  her  heart.  Miss  Joyce  re- 
deems herself  when  she  takes  the  blame 
t  or  an  accident  caused  by  Fraser's  care- 
essness.  At  the  end  we  find  the  girl 
giving  up  her  stage  aspirations  and  resum- 
ng  her  work  at  the  plant  in  complete 
dedication  to  the  job  of  helping  to  win  the 
war. 

The  entertainment  value  of  the  film 
s  enhanced  by  four  song  numbers.  Miss 
loyce  sings  several  of  the  songs.  One  of 
-hem  falls  to  the  lot  of  Gertrude  Niesen 
n  the  role  of  an  American  singer  in  England 
o  entertain   the  troops. 

Miss  Joyce  and  Fraser  handle  the  leading 
oles  acceptably.  Their  chief  support  is 
ontributed  by  Elsa  Lanchester,  Marget- 
on  and  J.  Pat  O'Malley. 

Produced  by  Albert  J.  Cohen,  the  film 
vas  directed  by  Joseph  Santley  from  a 
creenplay  by  Frank  Gill,  Jr.,  based  on  a 
;tory  idea  by  Ray  Golden  and  Henry  Moritz. 
CAST:  Brenda  Joyce,  Richard  Fraser, 
Elsa  Lanchester,  Arthur  Margetson,  J.  Pat 
D'Malley,  Queenie  Leonard,  Molly  Lamont, 
jertrude  Niesen,  George  Byron,  Charles 
rwin,  Andre  Chariot,  Hot  Shots. 
CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Albert 
Cohen;  Director,  Joseph  Santley;  Screen- 
>lay,  Frank  Gill,  Jr.;  Based  on  idea  by  Ray 
jolden,  Henry  Moritz;  Cameraman,  Ernest 
vliller;  Musical  Director,  Walter  Scharf; 
•ongs,  Jule  Styne,  Sammy  Cahn;  Film 
Editor,  Thomas  Richards;  Art  Director, 
tussell  Kimball. 

[  DIRECTION,    Okay.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
jood. 
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3hris  Wagner  Sells  House 

Connellsville,  Pa. — Chris  Wagner, 
vho  has  operated  the  Paramount 
Theater  here  for  many  years,  has 
lisposed  of  it  to  George  Lasky  and 
lene  Basle,  who  operate  theaters 
m  other  Western  Pennsylvania 
owns. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Amphibious  Fighters" 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 

Paramount  9  Vi  mins. 

Tops 

A  corker.  Shorts  scarcely  come 
better  than  the  one  under  considera- 
tion, which  deals  with  the  training 
of  soldiers  attached  to  the  Amphibi- 
ous Command.  The  soldiers  are 
shown  going  through  gruelling  man- 
euvers that  are  tremendously  real- 
istic. The  subject  has  been  treated 
with  a  vividness  and  an  effectiveness 
that  will  bring  a  terrific  reaction 
from  audiences.  Some  of  the  deeds 
accomplished  by  the  land-and-water 
fighters  are  truly  death-defying. 
They  will  thrill  and  excite  audiences 
no  end.  The  film  makes  it  clear  that 
our  amphibious  soldie"  s  must  be  just 
as  at  home  in  water  as  they  are  on 
land  if  they  value  their  skin.  The 
short  is  packed  wth  amazing  stuff.  It 
should  make  a  valuable  booking. 


"Radio  Runaround" 

(Leon  Errol  Comedy) 

RKO  Radio  18  mins. 

Solid  Slapstick 

Long  on  laughs,  this  is  one  of  bet- 
ter and  swifter  of  the  Errol  vehicles. 
Latter's  following  and  the  relative 
dearth  of  slapstick  shorts  currently 
in  circulation  should  commend  the 
attraction  to  showmen.  Produced  by 
Bert  Gilroy  and  directed  by  Lambert 
Hillyer,  it  has  a  good  "name"  cast, 
and  is  equipped  with  a  story  that  is 
silly  but  solid,  which  means  that  it 
is  what  fans  want  in  the  comedy 
line.  Errol  pinch  hits  for  a  radio 
version  of  Beatrice  Fairfax,  and  ad- 
vises his  wife,  who  has  written  a 
letter  asking  matrimonial  guidance 
at  the  instigation  of  a  woman  friend, 
to  run  away  with  a  jitterbug  suitor. 
There  are  plenty  of  complications 
before  the  Errol  household  gets  back 
to  normal. 


"Dog  House" 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Good 

Dog  lovers  will  be  grateful  to  Pete 
Smith  for  this  latest  specialty  of  his. 
The  film  tells  the  story  of  a  number 
of  dogs  in  a  pound,  showing  how  each 
happened  to  land  there.  The  subject 
has  been  done  in  a  manner  that  will 
touch  all  persons  who  have  a  soft 
spot  in  their  hearts  for  dumb  ani- 
mals. There  are  moments  of  trag- 
edy and  humor.  The  tale  of  every 
dog,  however,  has  a  happy  ending. 


"North  African  Album" 

(Victory    Special) 

RKO  Pathe  9  mins. 

Timely,  Informative 

With  North  Africa  still  very  much 
in  the  headlines,  and  especially  as 
the  venus  where  thousands  of  Ameri- 
can soldiers  are  living  in  military 
fashion,    this   footage,    directed   and 


photographed  by  Howard  Winner,  is 
sure-fire  stuff  for  U.  S.  audiences, 
what  with  families  deeply  interested 
in  how  their  offspring  and  other 
kin  are  faring  on  the  Southern  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean.  The  reel  not 
only  shows  the  men  of  the  armed 
forces  busy  at  official  and  personal 
chores,  but  also  our  WAACs  and 
nurses.  There  isn't  a  dull  sequence. 
Film  will  give  everybody  a  vivid  im- 
pression of  North  Africa,  more  elo- 
quent than  millions  of  printed  words. 
It  merits  widespread  bookings. 


"Boobs  in  the  Night" 

Columbia  17  Vi  mins. 

Poor  Stuff 

Here's  a  slapstick  comedy  short 
that  wastes  a  lot  of  precious  footage 
on  gags  and  situations  that  time  has 
robbed  completely  of  their  humor. 
The  material  is  painfully  old  and 
likely  to  biing  a  laugh  only  from  the 
kids.  Grown-ups  will  find  the  foot- 
age pretty  dull  going.  It's  another 
one  of  those  yarns  about  dumb  air- 
raid wardens  who  do  everything 
wrong.  A  lot  of  the  footage  has  to 
do  with  the  efforts  of  El  Brendel, 
one  of  the  wardens,  to  put  down  a 
carpet.  The  "story"  is  a  hodge- 
podge of  nothing  at  all.  Picturing 
air-raid  wardens  as  utter  morons, 
as  this  film  does,  is  pretty  stupid. 

"Three   Cheers   for  the   Girls" 

(Broadway    Brevities) 

Warner  20  mins. 

Good  Popular  Stuff 

The  big  production  numbers  from 
Warner  Bros,  musical  colossals  of 
the  past  have  been  brought  together 
in  one  film  that  will  serve  to  revive 
many  pleasant  memories.  Scenes  of 
prodigal  lavishness  such  as  are  not 
possible  in  present-day  films  because 
of  restrictions  imposed  by  the  war 
pack  the  footage,  which  carries  a 
potent  eye  and  ear  appeal.  Lovely 
ladies,  some  of  them  revealingly  clad, 
cavort  on  the  screen  to  what  will 
certainly  be  the  delight  of  all  the 
males  who  see  the  film. 

Audiences  will  have  fun  picking 
out  familiar  faces  in  the  talent  line- 
up, which  are  not  identified  in  the 
credits.  Busby  Berkeley,  Bobby  Con- 
nolly and  Jean  Negulesco  are  repre- 
sented by  the  musical  numbers  in 
the  film.  It's  good  to  hear  again  the 
hit  songs  from  the  musicals  from 
which  excerpts  have  been  used.  This 
is  topflight  entertainment. 


"That's  Why  I   Left  You" 

(Passing  Parade) 

M-G-M  10  mins. 

Okay 

This  is  a  good  dramatic  short  with 
a  surprise  ending.  It  has  to  do  with 
a  chap  suddenly  gripped  by  the 
wanderlust.  We  see  him  abandon  his 
bride  and  go  off  to  far  places  of  the 
earth  in  search  of  adventure.  At  the 
finale  we  discover  it's  just  a  day 
dream  on  the  part  of  the  young  hus- 
band, and  he's  back  in  the  workaday 
world  in  which  we  found  him  at  the 
opening  of  the  film.  The  picture 
contains  a  strong  human  interest. 


"Young  and   Beautiful" 

Warner  20  mins. 

Aces 

Dealing  in  glamor,  this  short  has 
the  stuff  with  which  to  attract  men 
and  women  with  equal  success.  It's 
a  gorgeous  Technicolor  special  show- 
ing how  important  looks  are  to  a  wo- 
man in  business  and  in  love.  The  film 
uses  two  women  to  illustrate  its 
point.  One,  Frieda  Inescort,  imag- 
ines she's  in  danger  of  losing  her 
husband  to  another  woman  because 
she  has  neglected  her  looks.  The 
other,  Jinx  Falkenburg-,  her  daugh- 
ter, can't  get  a  job  because  of  her 
dowdiness. 

They  hie  themselves  to  a  beauty 
salon  where  they  get  the  glamor 
treatment  from  A  to  Z.  When  they 
emerge  the  difference  will  bring 
"Ah's"  from  the  men  and  women. 
The  film  ends  with  a  reception  given 
by  them  at  which  one  of  the  enter- 
tainers is  Gracie  Fields,  who  sings 
several  songs  in  her  inimitable  fash- 
ion. Will  Jason  produced  and  di- 
rected. Elizabeth  Arden  functioned 
as  technical  advisor. 


"Ration  fer  the  Duration" 

(Popeye) 

Paramount  8  Mins. 

So-So 

The  action  here  is  developed 
around  a  dream  in  which  Popeye 
plays  a  modern  Jack  in  a  modern- 
ization of  the  fairy  tale  about  Jack 
and  the  beanstalk.  The  giant  turns 
out  to  be  a  hoarder  of  many  essen- 
tial items.  Popeye  does  battle  with 
the  giant,  besting  him  with  the  aid 
of  his  spinach.  The  fellow  goes  into 
his  dream  while  resting  from  the 
labors  of  planting  a  victory  garden. 


"Three  Little  Twirps" 

Columbia  15 '/2  mins. 

Fair  Slapstick 

The  Three  Stooges  repeat  their 
familiar  antics  with  fair  success  in 
their  latest  slapstick  comedy.  The 
story  sets  them  loose  in  a  circus 
where  they  carry  on  fast  and  furious- 
ly to  the  delight  strictly  of  the  kids 
and  such  adults  whose  tastes  in 
amusement  are  not  of  the  highest. 
Harry  Edwards  gave  the  film  speed- 
ball  direction.  Del  Lord  produced 
from  a  script  by  Monty  Collins  and 
Elwood  Ullman  that  doesn't  display 
any  great  mental  effort. 
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Symposium  Views  War  Films'  Effect  on  Children 


Most  Approve  Realism; 
Urge  Individual  Considera- 
tion, Selection  of  Programs 

A  symposium  on  the  question, 
"Should  Realistic  War  Films  Be 
Shown  to  Children,"  conducted  by 
the  National  Board  of  Review,  re- 
veals that  about  half  of  the  25  edu- 
cators, child  welfare  workers,  pys- 
chiatrists  and  other  authorities  con- 
tributing believe  that  war  pictures 
should   be   shown  to   youngsters. 

However,  many  of  those  answer- 
ing in  the  affirmative  qualified  their 
stands  with  suggestions  such  as: 
pleas  for  consideration  of  the  indi- 
vidual child,  or  that  the  term  "rea- 
listic" not  mean  romantic  or  "chase" 
material  out  of  Hollywood.  Only 
half  a  dozen  answered  "no"  in  their 
discussions  and  another  quarter  did 
not  take  a  stand  on  the  question  as 
posed. 

Following  are  typical  quotes  culled 
from  the   symposium: 

"The  individual  child  should  re- 
ceive careful  consideration.  In  spite 
of  his  stage  of  development  and 
previous  experience,  his  present  con- 
dition might  be  such  that  realistic 
presentation  of  the  results  of  war 
for  the  children  of  Europe  would 
shock  him  and  cause  regressive  be- 
havior with  resulting  inability  to 
participate  effectively  in  the  life 
about  him." 

—Dr.  RUTH  ANDRUS,  Chief, 
Bureau  of  Child  Development 
and  Parent  Education,  The  Uni- 
versity of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

"For  the  good  of  the  child,  as 
well  as  for  the  American  Way  of 
Life,  realistic  pictures  can  and 
should  be  shown  to  the  youngsters 
who  are  growing  up  in  a  world  at 
war." 

—Dr.  FRANK  ASTOR,  Contribut- 
ing Editor,  Youth  Leaders  Di- 
gest. 

"Even  for  tough-minded  children, 
I  would  avoid  a  debauch  of  rough 
stuff.  It  is  better  for  them  not  to 
be  too  surprised  if  they  run  into 
horror,  but  better,  too,  not  to  make  a 
specialty  of  it." 

—Dr.  FREDERICK  BAIR,  Supt. 
of  Bronxville,  N.  Y.  Schools. 

"Knowledge  of  life,  of  all  phases 
of  it,  cannot  do  any  harm.  Aggres- 
sion has  been  'in  the  air'  since  the 
last  war  and  has  markedly  increased 
since  the  present  war;  the  average 
child  is,  therefore,  more  or  less 
steeped  in  it  ...  I  think  it  would  be 
good  to  condition  children  to  the 
present  realities  of  our  life,  and 
the  movie  is  the  best  medium  for  it." 

—Dr.  A.  A.  BRILL,  Psychiatrist. 

"I  see  the  Question  of  realistic-  films — or 
radio  programs  or  books — as  part  of  malting 
adults  first  and  then  children  aware  of  the 
world  they  live  in.  Of  course  films  of  that 
kind  will  contain  horrors  but  if  they  are 
part  of  an  authentic  story  and  not  just  put 
in  for  the  sake  of  horror,  we  find  that 
Children  can  take  them  in  their  stride — in 
many    cases    better    than    adults." 

— SIDONIE     M.     GRUENBERG,     Director, 
Child  Study  Association   of  America. 
listic     war    films    can    be    shown    to 
children   if   they   are   truly  realistic   and  not 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

1st.  LT.  HAROLD  J.  TANNENBAUM,  USAAF, 
former  news  reel  sound  technician,  post- 
humous award  of  the  Purple  Heart.  He 
died  in  action  in  the  European  theater. 

*  ARMY  * 

SALVATORE    GIONATTI,    Rosen    Film     Delivery, 

New    Haven. 
ARTHUR    KROLICK,    manager,    Century    Theater, 

Rochester. 
BILL   MORROW,    lack    Benny   writer,    Hollywood. 
CLINTON     YOEMAN,      RKO     prop     department, 

Hollywood. 
CHARLES  KELLY,   Capitol  Theater,  Wilkes-Barre, 

Pa. 
ERIC    FELDARY,    Paramount    player,    Hollywood. 
DAVE     LITVAC,     part    owner,     Fulton     Theater, 

St.    Louis. 

*  NAVY  * 

FRANCIS    BUCKLES,    Warner   Theaters,    Chicago. 


ISAAC  SCOTT,  Westhampton  Theater,  Richmond, 

Va. 
EDGAR    STRATTON,    Brookland,    Richmond,    Va. 
FRANK    BENEDITTE,    Brookland,    Richmond,    Va. 

—  *  — 

*  MARINE  CORPS  * 

RICHARD   FOWLER,   Visulite  Theater,   Charlotte. 
HARRY     EPSTEIN,     son     of     Ely     Epstein,     RKO, 

Philadelphia. 
MARLIN    BECK,    Boyd    Theater,    Allentown,    Pa. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  * 

LEROY    MOON,    Warner    Theaters,    Chicago. 
CHANNING  TRAFFORD,    Empire   Theater,    Mont- 
gomery,  Ala. 

—  •  — 

*  COAST  GUARD  * 

CESAR    ROMERO,    20th-Fox,    Hollywood. 

*  RCAF  * 

MELVIN   BLOOM,   Warner  Bros.,  Winnipeg. 
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the   present-day   Hollywood  realism   which   is 
99    per    cent    emotionalism." 

— JOHN    L.    HAMILTON,    Assistant    Direc- 
tor,   Visual    Education    Service,    Univer- 
sity   of    Minnesota. 
"Realistic   war  films   should   be   shown   to 
children,    but   hideous    and   extreme   portray- 
als should  be  avoided." 

— Dr.     H.     CLAUDE     HARDY,     Supt.     of 

Schols,    White    Plains,    N.    Y. 
"Generally   speaking,   it   is   in   my   opinion 
not    only   futile   but   unwise,    to    attempt    to 
conceal  or  hush  up  the  war  situation  as  far 
as   the  children   are  concerned." 

— STEPHEN     S.     JACKSON,     Justice,     Do- 
mestic    Relations     Court,     N.     Y.;     Dir., 
Bureau   for   the  Prevention    of   Juvenile 
Delinquency. 
"There   must   obviously   be   some   selection 
as  to  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  realistic 
detail    that    is    introduced:     the    purpose    in 
showing    these    films    would    be    defeated    if 
their   dominant   effect  is  purely   emotional." 
— Dr.   HAROLD   E.   JONES,    Prof,    of   Psy- 
chology,    and    Dir.,    Institute    of    Child 
Welfare,   University   of  California. 
"Those     responsible     for    children     should 
make   their   decisions   in   terms   of   the   child 
himself.     In  some  cases  those  most   affected 
by   horror   will    themselves    stay    away    from 
movies.     In  other  cases  adult  judgment  and 
restraint   will  be  necessary.      No   generalized 
answer    to    this   question   is   possible." 

— Dr.  ALICE  V.  KELIHER,  Associate 
Professor,  School  of  Education,  N.Y.U. 
"The  background  of  most  of  today's  mov- 
ies is  not  the  old  fairy  tale  world  where 
much  poetic  license  is  allowed.  We  cer- 
tainly need  and  enjoy  escapist  films  as  never 
before  but  the  war  pictures  deal  with  grim 
reality  and  if  our  children  are  to  see  them 
at  all  they  must  be  given  the  truth." 

— MRS.  ALONZO  KLAW,  Chairman,  MRS. 
CURTICE    HITCHCOCK,    Vice-Chairman, 
Schools    Motion    Picture    Committee. 
"I    would    feel    that    nothing    constructive 
is  to  be  gained  by  exposing  the  young  child 
to  war  fiims  showing  destruction  and  would 
avoid   whenever  possible   permitting  children 
under   8    or   10   years   of   age   seeing  combat 
pictures.     Older  children  should  be  permitted 
to  see  selected  pictures  dependent  upon  their 
interest     and    their    ability    to    discuss     and 
analyze  the  meaning  of  war  in  terms  of  hu- 
man    relationships     and     social    responsibili- 
ties." 

— KATHARINE  F.  LENROOT,  Chief, 
Children's  Bureau,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Labor. 
"I  believe  that  older  boys  of  senior  high 
school  age  who  may  be  called  upon  to  serve 
in  the  armed  forces  would  be  prepared 
emotionally  for  the  grim  days  to  come  by 
seeing  realistic  war  pictures.  .  .  .  For 
younger  children  horror  and  gore  shots 
should   be   taboo." 

— Dr.    F.    DEAN    McCLUSKY,    Dir.,    Scar- 
borough  School,   New  York. 
"We   can   not   protect    children    now    from 


brutality  and  violence.  We  must  help  them 
to  understand  it  and  its  causes  and  what 
we  can  all  do  to  get  rid  of  it  in  the  world." 

— HELEN  RAND  MILLER,  Committee  on 
Standards  for  Motion  Pictures,  National 
Council  of  Teachers  of  English. 

"I  should  say  definitely  not,  except  in 
the  case  of  intelligent  documentary  films. 
It  is  we,  the  adults,  who  must  contend 
against  education  for  death,  and  not  the 
children." 

— DUDLEY    NICHOLSC,    writer-producer. 

"I  tend  to  feel  that  children  should  not 
be  overly  protected  from  the  reality  situa- 
tion. They  read  about  the  horrors  of  war 
in  the  papers.  They  see  pictures  in  the  il- 
lustrated papers.  They  hear  talk  about  it 
and  they  actually  are  constantly  carrying 
out  war  activities  in  their  games." 

— Dr.  WALTER  W.  PETTIT,  Dir.,  N.  Y. 
School  of  Social  Work,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. 

"The  important  thing  to  bear  in  mind  in 
showing  war  pictures  to  children  is  the 
spirit  and  moral  tone  of  the  films.  Not 
the  portrayal  of  violence,  suffering,  and 
death,  the  attitude  developed  toward  them 
is  the  crucial  question." 

— Dr.  J.  W.  STUDEBAKER,  Commissioner, 
U.   S.   Office  of   Education. 

"I  can  see  no  argument  in  their  being 
cloistered  away  from  all  reality  in  these 
war  days.  But  the  feature  pictures  that 
are  built  largely  around  enemy  brutality 
should  be  labeled  as  adult  by  the  producers, 
and  the  label  carried  down  to  the  smallest 
exhibitor  and   advertiser  of   the   showing." 

— Dr.  CLAUDE  A.  SHULL,  Dept.  of  Public 
Speaking,    San   Francisco   Junior   College. 

"The  urge  toward  realism,  however  im- 
portant and  -essential  in  certain  respects 
can  very  well  become  an  exaggerated  em- 
phasis, out  of  all  proportion  to  the  wartime 
needs  of  adults  as  well  as  of  children." 

— Dr.  V.  T.  THAYER,  Educational  Dir., 
Ethical  Culture  Schools,  N.  Y.     , 

"I  do  not  think  children  should  be  pro- 
tected from  the  knowledge  of  evil.  My 
objection  to  most  of  the  current  war  films 
is  that  in  them  brutality  and  violence  are 
used  for  their  titillating  and  exciting  ef- 
fects; the  war  is  cheapened,  and  its  issues 
distorted;  most  of  the  war  films  are  not 
realistic,   but   romantic." 

— DOROTHY  THOMPSON,  writer-radio 
commentator. 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  normal  children 
will  suffer  no  harm  from  seeing  realistic 
war  films  ...  a  far  greater  danger  than 
that  of  realism  in  war  films  is  the  danger 
that  war  may  be  glamorized  and  glorified 
so  that  children  will  come  to  believe  in  it 
as  a  normal  instrument  of  national  policy." 

— Dr.  FREDERICK  M.  THRASHER,  Prof, 
of  Education,   N.  Y.  U. 

"We  cannot  coddle  the  present  generation 
for  no  one  knows  what  the  future  holds  for 
them.     They  must  be  exposed  to  history  in 


It  is  not  the  shortage  of  merchan 
dise  or  lack  of  help  that  is  prov^ 
a  hurdle  to  exhibitor  co-operatio: 
national  exploitation  tie-ups 
oftimes  the  effectiveness  of  the  so 
called  tie-up,  in  the  opinion  of  Wilma 
Freeman,  United  Artists  promotion 
manager. 

"We  have  found,"  said  Miss  Free- 
man, "that  all  of  the  national  tie- 
ups  arranged  on  our  product  have 
not  only  fullfilled  every  promise  to 
the  exhibitor  but  have  met  with  the 
approval  of  his  local  merchant  in 
more   than   expected   measures." 

In  citing  recent  exploitation  tie- 
ups  whereby  exhibitor  co-operation 
resulted  in  free  newspaper  ads,  at- 
tractive window  display  material 
and  radio  coverage,  Miss  Freeman 
pointed  out  some  of  the  national 
tie-ups  on  "Lady  of  Burlesque."  On 
such  tie-ups  as  Blue  Diamond,  Royal 
Crown  Cola  and  Calox  merchants, 
through  the  exhibitor,  were  offered 
material  especially  suited  for  this 
tie-up  thus  accounting  for  unusual 
window  displays  which  gave  the  ex- 
hibitor and  his  attraction  the  de- 
sired eye-coverage   locally. 

For  "The  Powers  Girl"  such  na- 
tional tie-ups  as  Brewster  Hats, 
Coty,  Ben-Rus  Watches,  Freshy-i 
Play  Clothes,  Lux,  Wear-Right 
Gloves  and  Doughnut  Corp.  also 
proved  ideally  suited  to  exhibitor 
requirements  for  local  merchant  co- 
operation. 

In  the  final  analysis,  exploitation 
tie-ups  are  arranged  for  the  exhibi- 
tor— and  it  is  generally  the  man- 
ager who  exerts  the  most  effort 
that  cashes  in  on  the  real  value  of 
such  tie-ups,  according  to  Miss 
Freeman. 


Detroit  MP  Council 
Names  Shattuck  Prexy 


Detroit — The  Greater  Detroit  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  has  elected  as 
officers  for  1943-44:  Honorary  Presi- 
dent, Mayor  Edward  J.  Jeffries,  Jr.; 
president,  Marquis  E.  Shattuck;  firsSl 
vice-president,   Mrs.   Max  Williams 
second    vice-president,    Mrs.    Wajau : 
Mohr;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Don- j 
aid  Worley;  corresponding  secretary  I 
Mrs.    Edwin    Lord;    treasurer,    Mrs  I 
John    M.    Phillips;    parliamentarian 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Roden;  and  directors,  Dr 
Thoburn  T.  Brumbaugh,  Rev.  Carrol 
F.    Deady,    Rabbi    Herschel    Lymon 
W.  W.  Whittinghill,  and  Mrs.  Arthui 
D.  Kerwin. 


the    making,    trained    to    think,    to    learn    t( 

distinguish  fact  from  fiction,   and  to  assumi 

a   sense    of    responsibility   to    themselves,    t( 

their  community,   and   to   their  country." 

— LAURA    OSMAN    VRUWINK,    Co-editor 

Motion     Picture     Reviews,      Calif.     Div 

American      Association      of      University 

Women. 
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WARNERS  IN  $20,000,000  REFINANCING 

20th-Fox  Can  Buy  NT  Shares  Without  Stock  Issue 


Purchase  of  Chase 
Bank's  58  P.C.  First 
Before  Stockholders 


Exercise  of  the  20th-Fox  option 
to  purchase  Chase  National  Bank's 
58  per  cent  interest  in  National  The- 
aters Corp.  will  not  depend  on  stock- 
holders' passage  of  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  certificate  of  in- 
corporation which  would  authorize 
the  issuance  of  100,000  shares  of  no 
par  prior  preferred  stock,  it  is  re- 
vealed by  the  proxy  statement  issued 
in  connection  with  the  special  meet- 
(Continucd  on  Page  11) 


NT  Recapitalization 
Under  Consideration 


National  Theaters  Corp.,  if  wholly 
acquired  by  20th-Fox,  may  be  re- 
capitalized so  that  executives  now 
working  under  fixed-salary  and 
profit-sharing  contracts,  expiring 
from  1950  to  1952,  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  purchase  stock  in  the 
company.  Proxy  statement  to  20th- 
Fox  stockholders  notes  that  some  dis- 
cussions have  been  held  but  that  no 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at.    Pro- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


Politics  Charge  Follows 
111.  Attack  on  "Moscow" 


Chicago — The  request  of  Illinois' 
Attorney  General,  George  F.  Bar- 
rett, to  State  Superintendent  of 
Schools  Vernon  L.  Nickell  that  Il- 
linois school  children  be  warned 
(Cotinued  on  Page  12) 


British  Group  Eyes 

V.  S.  Trust  Laws 

London  (By  Cable) — Film  circles 
are  displaying  interest  in  the  decision 
of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers 
Association  to  examine  the  U.  S.  anti- 
trust laws  with  the  possibility  that 
the  group  will  advocate  similar  legis- 
lation in  Britain.  Move  stems  from 
the  fear  among  small  business  men 
that  the  end  of  the  war  will  not  bring 
the  restoration  of  small  businesses. 


Editorial 


Posi-War  Biz  Problem 

.  .  .  one  angle,  and  it's  important 


=■    By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


DARNEY  BALABAN'S  reminder  to  Paramount's  stockholders  that  the  present  prosperity 
^  enjoyed  by  film  biz — largely  due  to  record  domestic  attendance  and  grosses — may  be 
hit  for  a  time  in  the  post-war  period  bears  some  mulling  over. 

Here's  one  angle:  Industrial  conversion,  plus  the  demobilization  of  millions — the 
number  may  run  as  high  as  10,  depending  upon  the  extent  of  American  world-policing 
operations — necessarily  will  bring  a  serious  and  widespread  economic  dislocation.  For 
an  interval,  which  may  be  long  or  may  be  short,  there  will  be  tens  of  thousands  un- 
employed. 

Largely,  the  jobless  will  be  those  now  working  in  war  industries — don't  forget  that 
the  man  called  into  service  is  entitled  by  law  to  his  old  job  if  and  when  he  is  mustered 
out.  To  a  large  extent,  today's  audience  in  the  non-military  theaters  is  a  new  audience. 
Which  is  to  say  that  it  is  comprised  to  a  surprising  extent — as  surveys  establish — of 
people  who  in  the  past  were   not  regular  film  patrons.     In  the  cases  of  a  considerable 

{Continued  on  Page  11) 


Committee  Slashes 
CIAA  and  OWI  Funds 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE   FILM  'DAILY 

Washington — Report  of  the  House 

Appropriations     Committee    on    the 

War  Agencies  Bill,  made  public  yes- 


Woshinqton  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  hearings  on 
the  OWI  budget  revealed  that  the 
agency  plans  to  send  10  lecturers 
to  England  to  convince  Britons 
that  Americans  are  not  as  they 
seem  in  the  movies. 


terday  and  scheduled  to  reach  the 
floor  possibly  today  or  tomorrow, 
recommends  a  total  budget  of  $30,- 
685,000  for  the  Co-ordinator  of  In- 
ter-American   Affairs    office,   exactly 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


UMPE  Appeals  Juve 
Admission  Conviction 


Unaffiliated  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitors, local  organization,  yester- 
day voted  to  take  to  the  Appellate 
Division  the  conviction  of  Irving 
Gerber,  operator  of  the  Photoplay 
Theater,  Harlem,  for  permitting  a 
boy  under  16  years  of  age  to  enter 
the    theater    without    a    parent    or 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Para.  Calls  Ad  Meetings 
For  "So  Proudly  We  Hail' 


Two  meetings  to  discuss  the  ex- 
ploitation and  advertising  of  Para- 
mount's "So  Proudly  We  Hail"  will 
be   held    this    month,   following   the 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Announce  "U"  Lineup  Today 

Scully  to  Reveal  Plans;  Levy  Wins  Contest 


Selznick's  Big  Pic  Starring 
Cotten  Starts  This  Winter 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — David  O.  Selznick  will 
star  Joseph  Cotten  in  "For  Us  the 
Living,"  a  cavalcade  of  the  United 
States  since  the  turn  of  the  century, 

{.Continued  on  Page  12) 


Chicago  —  Universal's  lineup  for 
1943-44  will  be  announced  by  William 
A.  Scully,  vice-president  and  sales 
chief,  at  today's  session  of  the  sales 
meeting  which  closes  at  the  Black- 
stone  Hotel  with  tonight's  tradi- 
tional dinner. 

The  delegates  also  are  scheduled 
to  hear  of  the  studio's  talent  build- 
{Cotinued  on  Page  12) 


Will  Retire  6%  Debentures, 
Redeem  Outstanding  Pre- 
ferred, Pay  Existing  Loans 


Moving  to  simplify  the  company's 
financial  structure,  Warners'  board, 
meeting  yesterday,  directed  the  offi- 
cers to  negotiate  a  long-term  loan 
in  the  amount  of  approximately  $20,- 
000,000,  to  be  placed  privately. 

Proceeds  from  the  proposed  loan, 
together  with  treasury  cash,  will  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  retiring  all 
of  the  outstanding  6  per  cent  de- 
bentures, the  erasure  of  existing  . 
bank  loans  and  the  redemption  of 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


NT  Reports  13-Week 
Net  of  $887,000 


Consolidated  net  income  of  Na- 
tional Theaters  Corp.  and  subsid- 
iaries for  the  13  weeks  ended  March 
26  was  $887,000,  compared  with 
$477,000  for  the  comparable  19421 
quarter,  it  is  revealed  by  the  proxy 
statement  issued  in  connection  with; 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


$7,000,000  Set  as  Area's 
Goal  in  New  Stamp  Drive1 

I 

A  goal  of  $7,000,000  for  the 
Shangri-La  campaign  for  funds  to 
build  an  airplane  carrier  has  been  set 
for  the  New  York  exchange  area,  if 
was   announced  yesterday  following 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


General  Curfew  Law 
Proposed  for  Omaha 

Omaha — Following  the  lead  of 
first-run  theaters  which  now  refuse 
to  sell  tickets  to  unescorted  children 
under  15  years  of  age  after  8  p.m., 
police  here  are  suggesting  a  general 
curfew  law  to  solve  the  juvenile 
problem. 


Uhrichsville,  0.,  —  Local  officials 
are  actively  trying  to  establish  a 
curfew  law  to  curb  juvenile  de- 
linquency. 
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(Wednesday,  June  16) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 16V4     16'/4     16'A     

Col.  Piers,  vrc.  (2'/2%)  18'/8     17'/2     177/s   +     % 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3  3  3         

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..  .    17  17  17        +      % 

East.  Kodak   165       164y4  165       +   V/2 

do    pfd 

Cen.  Prec.  Eq 22 '/4     21  Va     22       +     14 

Loew's,    Inc 60V4     60        60       +     l/2 

Paramount    263A     261/4     26l/2   +      5/g 

RKO    91/s       9  9       +     l/g 

RKO    $6    pfd 94         93'/2     9334   +     3/4 

20th    Century-Fox     . .    21  20S/8     205/8      

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  32'/8     31%     31  %  —     1/4 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 171        171        171       —  1 

Warner  Bros 15Vs     143,4     15Vs   +     % 

do    pfd 863/8     85         863/8   +  3% 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.   B'way  3s55.  .  . .   763,4     76}4     7634—     l/4 

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

102       102       102         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...     3V4       3  3V4   +      V4 

Technicolor    12'/8     12         12'/8   +      '/4 

Trans-Lux   3y4       3V4       3'/4  +      Vs 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal   Picts 

N.    Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 763/4     79V4 


commo  MID  GOIDG 


;  Buys  Fulton,  Gaiety  Theaters 

Robert  W.  Dowling,  as  president 
;  of  City  Investing  Co.,  has  purchased 

the  southwest  corner  of  Broadway 
.  and  46th  St.  including  the  Fulton 
;  and  Gaiety  Theaters  and  a  six-story 

office  building  with  stores.  City 
j  previously    held    the    south    half    of 

the  block  front  including  the  Astor, 
1  Bijou  and  Morosco  theaters. 


MICHAEL  TODD   is   en   route   from   the  Coast. 

HAL  HORNE,  20th-Fox  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,   has  left  the  Coast  for  New  York. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  director  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity  for  RKO  Radio,  leaves  the 
Coast    tomorrow    for    New    York. 

STANTON    CRIFFIS    is    in    Florida. 

Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN  plans  to  go  to  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 

GORDON  LICHTSTONE,  Paramount  general 
manager  for  Canada,  with  headquarters  in  Tor- 
onto,   is  a   home  office   visitor. 


REVAL  L.  ROSENBERG,  daughter  of  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  Allied  president,  is  a  visitor  from 
Pittsburgh. 

J.  CHEEVER  COWDIN  returned  from  Chicago 
today. 

MAURICE  PIVAR  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the   Coast   today. 

NATE  BLUMBERG  and  CLIFF  WORK  will  ar- 
rive   tomorrow   from   Chicago. 

CHARLES  BAILY,  assistant  to  Norman  H. 
Moray,  Warner  Bros,  short  subject  sales  man- 
ager, is  doing  a  fortnight  of  jury  duty  in  the 
Bronx  County  Court. 


Bemhard  Expands  Warner 
Circuit  Film  Buying  Unit 

Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 
of  the  Warner  Theater  Department, 
announced  yesterday  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  circuit's  film  buying  de- 
partment supervised  by  Clayton 
Bond. 

New  setup  gives  Bond  four  assis- 
tants to  handle  film  buying  for  the 
company.  They  are  Frank  Mar- 
shall, who  retains  his  present  post; 
Harry  Rosenquest,  who  will  buy  fea- 
tures in  addition  to  shorts  and  news- 
reels  which  comprise  his  present 
duties;  Louis  J.  Kaufman,  at  pres- 
ent assistant  in  buying,  and  Nat 
Fellman  now  Cleveland  Zone  film 
buyer,  whose  promotion  as  one  of 
Bond's  quartet  of  assistants  brings 
him  back  to  New  York. 


Majors  to  Have  Booths 
at  N.  J.  Allied  Meeting 

Warner  Bros,  and  United  Artists 
each  will  have  six  display  booths 
and  M-G-M  will  have  five  at  New 
Jersey  Allied's  annual  conference  to 
be  held  June  29-July  1  at  West  End, 
N.  J.  Other  companies  which  have 
reserved  booth  space  include  Colum- 
bia, 20th  Century-Fox,  Universal, 
RKO,  Republic,  Monogram,  Cinema- 
craft,  National  Screen  Service,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  and  Sani- 
tary Candy  Co. 

E.  Thornton  Kellcy,  conference 
manager,  reported  yesterday  that 
film  people  had  reserved  122  rooms 
at  the  Hollywood  Hotel  where  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held.  Reserva- 
tions are  still  coming  in  and  he  ad- 
vised those  who  expect  to  attend  to 
make  reservations  immediately. 


July  "Dry-up"  Period 
Precedes  Free  War  Pix 


Fountain  Service  in  Theater 

New  Haven— The  M  &  P  first-run 
Paramount  is  first  to  have  a  foun- 
tain drink  service  added  to  its  candy 
counter. 


Area  Film  Deliveries 
Slated  for  July  1  Cut 

Film  carriers  in  the  New  York  ex- 
change area  will  make  five  deliveries 
and  four  pickups  weekly  starting: 
July  1,  instead  of  six  deliveries  and 
five  pickups  as  has  been  the  prac- 
tice. Return  of  the  trucks  on  Thurs- 
day nights  will  be  eliminated  as  a 
gasoline   conservation   measure. 


Conn.  Air  Raid  Code  Nears 

New  Haven — Exhibitors  will  have 
the  codification  of  rules  for  theaters 
during  air  raids  or  tests  in  a  few 
weeks,  reports  Herman  M.  Levy, 
Connecticut  MPTO  secretary. 


A  "dry-up"  period,  designed  to 
clean  up  loose  ends  and  overlapping 
releases  of  the  America  Speaks 
and  Victory  Films  series,  has  been 
set  for  the  last  two  weeks  of  July, 
according  to  the  WAC  distributors 
division.  Two-week  lag  will  precede 
the  initial  release  of  the  new  War 
Information  film  plan  which  will 
supply  a  short  a  week  for  a  full 
year,  supplanting  the  America 
Speaks  and  Victory  releases. 

The  industry  will  produce  these 
films  and  supply  them  to  exhibitors 
without  cost,  the  same  as  the  OWI, 
so  that  the  service  will  be  uniform. 

Concluding  short  on  the  old  pro- 
gram is  "Women  In  Blue,"  a  20th- 
Fox  release  in  the  about-to-be  de- 
funct America  Speaks  series.  This 
deals  with  the  WAVES,  and  is  pen- 
cilled in  on  the  WAC  release  sched- 
ule for  July  15.  No  releases  have 
been  planned  for  the  weeks  begin- 
ning July  22  and  July  29,  the  so- 
called   "dry-up"   period. 


Broadway  P.A.'s  Now  in 
Army  to  Plug  Berlin  Pic 


Coe  to  Speak  at  Frisco 
Meet  of  Pacific  Ad  Ass'n 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Charles  Francis  Coe, 
vice-president  and  general  counsel 
of  MPPDA,  will  be  the  chief  speak- 
er at  an  official  dinner  of  the  War- 
time Emergency  Conference  of  the 
Pacific  Advertising  Association,  rep- 
resenting six  Western  states  in  San 
Francisco,  June  22.  He  will  speak 
on  "The  Post-war  Challeng^'^o 
American  Business,"  stressing1  ^e 
motion  picture  industry. 


A  press  detachment  comprised  of 
former  Broadway  publicists  who  are 
now  in  the  Army,  attached  to  the 
public  relations  unit  of  Irving  Ber- 
lin's "This  is  the  Army,"  will  arrive 
in  New  York  the  end  of  this  week 
from  the  Coast  to  work  out  of  War- 
ners' home  office  in  connection  with 
the  extensive  promotional  activities 
mapped  out  for  the  film  version  of 
the  soldier  revue. 

In  the  group,  which  has  been  op- 
erating out  of  the  Warner  studio 
publicity  department  during  the 
making  of  the  picture,  are  Sgt.  Ben 
Washer,  Sgt.  Nathan  Schenker,  Pfc. 
Max  Gendel  and  Pfc.  Alfred  Palca. 

Pet.  Max  Wilk,  another  member 
of  the  unit,  remains  at  the  studio 
to  handle   details  at  that  end. 

New  York  premiere  is  scheduled 
for  late  July  or  early  August  at 
the  Hollywood   Theater. 


"Moscow"  at  Fox  Brooklyn 

Warner's  "Mission  to  Moscow" 
goes  into  the  Fox  Brooklyn  on  July 
9,  while  continuing  its  run  at  the 
Hollywood  Theater  on  Broadway, 
where  it  goes  into  its  eighth  week 
today. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel  Charles 

ARTHUR  McCREA  COBURN 

in   George  Stevens' 

'THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER' 

Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage    Revue    •    Symphony   Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seat*    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 


J^       /  BETTY  GRABLE  ,     $C 

GEORGE  MONTGOMERY*  CESAR  ROMERO 

Corny  iuand 

a  joth  ciNruKY-fox  HCTURE    in  TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 

BUY  Q  ^\  W  W      7IHAVE. 

BONDS        IV  V»#  W.     1         50th  ST. 


2HEE 

STARTS   TODAY 

TYRONE   POWER 
"CRASH   DIVE" 

and 

ANN    CORIO 
"SARONG   GIRL" 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St. 


loTw°.STRTE 


ON     SCREEN 

BARBARA 
STANWYCK 

"LADY  OF 
BURLESQUE" 
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Committee  Slashes 
CIAA  and  OWI  Funds 


(.Continued  from   Page   1) 

$3,000,000  less  than  had  been  asked 
by   the  agency. 

Specific  cuts  in  the  CIAA  program, 
amounting  to  $675,000,  were  recom- 
Jed  and  the  rest  of  the  $3,000,- 
Oc^rcut,  provided  the  committee's 
recommendations  become  law,  will 
presumably  be  pro-rated  among  the 
various  bureaus  and  divisions  of 
CIAA.  Contracts  during  the  next 
two  years  totaling  $18,000,000  were 
authorized  for  CIAA. 

OWI  fared  less  well  with  its  re- 
quest for  $47,342,000  cut  to  only 
$34,472,504.  The  agency  spent  $35,- 
847,292,  last  year,  while  CIAA  had 
$37,020,753,  available.  OWI's  bud- 
get estimate  of  $47,342,000,  for  the 
1944  fiscal  year  had  included  a  con- 
tingent fund  of  $10,000,000  to  be 
drawn  upon  in  the  event  of  military 
activity  which  might  make  increased 
OWI   activity   necessary. 

The  committee's  overall  recommendation 
of  $.'i-t.47~>.5()4  includes  five  million  for  this 
contingent  fund,  so  that  the  operating  bud- 
get of  the  agency  is  cut  to  less  than  $30,- 
000.000. 

The  funds  were  earmarked  by  the  com- 
mittee to  provide  no  more  than  $22,600,000 
for  the  overseas  branch  and  no  more  than 
$5,500,000  for  the  domestic  branch.  The 
overseas  branch  during  the  current  year 
had  funds  totaling  $25,785,821  and  had 
BSked  for  the  coming  year  $127,003.5!>().  A 
cut  of  more  than  .'(5  per  cent  in  the  do- 
operations  of  OWI  will  be  necessary 
if  the  committee  recommendation  is  ac- 
cepted by  Congress.  The  domestic  branch 
had  a  budget  of  $8,661,199  for  the  current 
and  had  asked  $8,865,906  for  the 
coming  year.  Well  over  three  million  dol- 
lars were  lopped  off  its  funds,  with  the  do- 
mestic branch  limited  to  expenditures  of 
$5,500,000. 

There  is  no  information  yet  on  how 
this  cut  will  be  applied  although  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  the  motion  picture  bu- 
reau will  be  cut  in  proportion  to  the  other 
activities  of  the  domestic  branch,  with  its 
request  for  $1,222,904  pared  down  to  some- 
thing  under   a  million   dollars. 


$7,000,000  Set  as  Area's 
Goal  in  New  Stamp  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  meeting  of  the  Public  Relations  Di- 
vision of  the  WAC.  Details  of  the 
drive  were  outlined  by  Harry  Mandel. 
Fred  Schwartz,  co-chairman  of  the 
New  York  exhibitors  committee,  has 
called  a  meeting  for  Friday  of  the 
circuit  heads  and  independent  exhibi- 
tors. 


Louise  Fazenda 
Ralph  Bellamy 
Evelyn    Knapp 


William    W.    Hawkins 

Francine    Kaufman 

Joan    Benny 


T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  WHILE  everyone  is  apparently  chinning  about  the  post-war 
period, — even  FDR  and  our  own  Mister  Hays — ,  Impresario  Billy  Rose 
is   Hashing  his    "Post-War  Preview"   o'er   at   the   Diamond   Horseshoe, — 

and   a  whale   of  a  show  it   is There   nightly   you'll   find   pic   folks 

in  the  'thusiastic  audience  ....■•  which  reminds  that  one  of  the  post- 
war developments  is  virtually  certain  to  be  the  blooming  of  Rose  as 
an  ace  Hollywood  producer,  logically  specializing  in  the  musical  ex- 
travaganza, the  type  of  picture  which  is  not  only  best  suited  to  his 
Barnum  talents,  but  also  the  best  bet  to  knock  galley-west  the  stark  and 

bitter  psychosis  of  war  now  gripping  lohn  Q.  Public John  Murray 

Anderson,  who  staged  and  lighted  Rose's  Aquacade  at  the  N.  Y.  World's 
Fair   and    the    Golden   Gate    Exposition    in    San    Francisco,    plus    all    the 

Diamond    Horseshoe    productions,    is    currently    in    Hollywood He 

would  surely  be  Rose's  choice  as  aide-de-camp  in  any  cinematic 
venture Watch  for  it 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  T'OTHER  day,  we  were  sitti?ig  around  reminiscing  of 
funny  things  that  have  happened  to  film  folk,  and  one  of  the  classics 

concerned  Dave  Palfreyman  of  MPPDA Back  in  1936,  Dave  stayed 

on  for  some  golf  at  the  Greenbrier  Hotel,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  after 

a  convention  had  closed In  the  locker  room  a  stranger  asked  Dave 

if  he'd  like  to  make  up  a  twosome,  to  which  Dave  agreed As  they 

approached  the  fifth  hole,  the  stranger  made  a  remark  about  the  pic 
biz  which  wasn't  exactly  accurate— so  Dave  put  him  right,  and  added: 
"Incidentally,  my  name  is  Dave  Palfreyman  and  I  work  for  Will  Hays" 

The  stranger   replied,  "Glad   to  know  you.  My   name  is  Frank 

Knox  and  I'm  running  for  vice-president"  ...  •  Then  there  was  the 
one  about  a  Midwest  exhib.  organization  leader  who  was  attending  a 

convention  in   Topeka,  Kan The  exhib.  slipped  out  of  the  con- 

vention  for  a  "snort"  or  two  and  then  returned He  heard  some- 
body on  the  floor  lambasting  some  Republican  leaders,  so  the  exhib. 
decided  that  if  the  conventioyi  was  going  to  turn  into  a  political  debate, 

he  was  going  to  get  into  it,  too Beifg  a  staunch  Republican,  he 

began  ripping  the  Democrats Then  he  looked  around  and  didn't 

see  a  familiar  face,  and  suddenly  realized  he  had  walked  into  the 
wrong  room  and  was  addressing  the  State  Democratic  Committee. 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TRADE  TOPIX: Eileen  O'Brien,  our  staff  correspondent 

in  Hawaii,  writes  that  a  young  soldier,  recently  returned  there  from 
Guadalcanal,  told  her  that  one  night  down  there  he  was  watching  a  film- 
ing of   "Wake  Island" A  bombing  raid  started,  but  the  pic  went 

right  on  and  no  one  bothered  to  move! They  figured   the   bombs 

were  falling  several  miles  away,  so  they  felt  "safe" "It's  hard  to 

realize,"  Eileen  asserts,  "how  much  movies  mean  to  soldiers  in  the  Pacific 
area,  where  other  forms  of  entertainment  are  practically  non-existent". 

•  Erno  Rapee,  Radio  City  Music  Hall's  music  director,  will  teach  a  class 
in  celestial  navigation  at  NYU  beginning  June  29.  .  .  .  •  Secretary 
Frank  Knox  made  principal  address  last  night  in  Chi.'s  Civic  Opera  at 
Navy  WAVES  meeting,  and  20th-Fox  supplied  "Crash  Dive"  premiere  as 
highlight  of  evening's  ceremonies.  ...  •  Two  more  feathers  in  Film- 
land's cap:  (1)  Text  of  Joseph  E.  Davies'  remarks  as  exist  in  prologue  to 
WB's  "Mission  to  Moscow"  inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record,  and  (2) 
also  in  Congressional  Record,  text  of  John  M.  Coffee's  speech  (Rep.  from 
Washington),  in  the  House  praising  Skouras  Theaters  great  co-op.  with 
Dept.  of  Agriculture  via  staging  of  the  food  show,  "It's  Up  To  You" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


NT  Recapitalization 
Under  Consideration 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

gram  would  have  to  be  approved  by 
20th-Fox  stockholders  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting. 

(Reports  current  in  industry  cir- 
cles claim  that  Charles  Skouras, 
president  of  National;  Frank  H. 
Ricketson,  president  of  Fox  Inter- 
mountain;  Harold  Fitzgerald,  presi- 
dent of  Fox  Wisconsin,  and  Elmer 
C.  Rhoden,  president  of  Fox  Mid- 
west would  be  given  a  stock  partici- 
pation deal  involving  some  $3,000,- 
000  in  return  for  realignment  of 
their  profit-sharing  arrangements. 
Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  20th- 
Fox  is  said  to  he  in  the  deal  on  the 
basis  of  his  giving  up  a  percentage 
deal  when  he  became  president  of 
the  company.  Charles  Skouras  is 
said  to  be  in  line  to  purchase  about 
$2,000,000  of  the  proposed  new  is- 
sue with  Ricketson,  Fitzgerald  and 
Rhoden  dividing  another  $1,000,000). 

Proxy  statement  shows  that  Na- 
tional and  subsidiaries  control  590 
theaters  through  125  wholly-owned 
and  some  50  partly-owned  domes- 
tic subsidiaries.  In  addition  Na- 
tional owns,  directly  and  indirectly 
a  controlling  stock  issue  in  Hoyt's 
Theaters,  Ltd.,  operating  110  houses 
in    Australia. 


Frain  Hospitalized  at  Bliss  . 

Chicago  —  Pilot  Officer  Martin 
Frain,  formerly  Chief  of  Service  of' 
Warners'  Avalon,  wounded  in  action' 
in  North  Africa,  is  in  the  Army! 
hospital,   Fort  Bliss,   Tex. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Lt.  Harry  Chester  Arthur,  III. 
USMC,  son  of  Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr.! 
St.  Louis  executive  and  operator  oi 
the  Fanchon  and  Marco  Theaters, 
and  Laura  Lou  Hesser,  will  be  mar- 
ried Saturday  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick R.  Hesser  at  25  Elizabeth 
Road,    New    Rochelle. 

Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr.,  will  be  besl 
man  for  his  son,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  L 
Colby,  Jr.,  the  bride's  sister,  will 
be  matron  of  honor.  Wedding  cere 
mony  takes  place  on  the  25th  wed- 
ding anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Harry   C.  Arthur,  Jr. 

Lt.  Arthur  is  on  a  15-day  leave 
after  which  he  reports  to  the  Marin< 
Air  Corps  at  the  San  Diego  Marini 
Base. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   tyllLl 

Hollywood — Charlie  Chaplin  ant 
Oona  O'Neill,  daughter  of  Eugeni 
O'Neill,  playwright,  secured  a  mar 
riage  license  yestreday  at  Sant! 
Barbara.  Chaplin  is  54,  his  fiancee 
18. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL] 
Beverly  Hills — Agnes  de  Mille 
daughter  of  William  de  Mille,  an< 
Lt.  Walter  Prude,  USAAF,  wer 
married  here  Tuesday. 


£%&iAft 
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Heflrn?na^ed  and  Van 

Richard    Carlson     V™-**' 
Connie  GiJ^K  •     E^Serth, 

and  Hfa  oS!a,nyDo"ey 
Crosby  an?hCJeSa'h  B°b 
Screen  Plav  L  °£c.hestra 
Connell  and  rr /ic«"d 
ma*  •  Ba«  Piardys  Leh- 
fNo-I  byBSoeodtnUrT.the 

JosephMp^A-r.d  & 

M-G-M  Picnire  An 


W»^»2? 


/ 


»».«    .   mz"    starring 

"Pilot  #5        s",       l. 

£0rVHem  • Directed  by 

got  Sidney  •  Produced 

bv  B.  P.  Fineman    •    An 

M-G-M  Picture 

•Svlor"  St|rr£n8  Robert 
D^ .?*  Sergeant  Bill 
Dane  xv,,h  George  Murphy 

Robert  wSEr.SKSS 
?fig,na'    Screen    Play    by 

rRe°cbteerd?yATnadyeG     ^^ 

An  M-G-M  Picture 


hangri-la"  War  Stump 
■ive  in  July.  Join  up  I 


"Harrigan's  Kid''  with 
Bobby  Readick,  Frank 
Craven,  William  Gargan, 
J.  Carrol  Naish  •  Screen 
Play  by  Alan  Friedman 
and  Martin  Berkeley 
Adaptation  by  Henry 
Blankfort  •  Directed  by 
Charles  F.  Riesner  •  Pro- 
duced by  Irving  Starr  •  An 
M-G-M  Picture 


I  "DU  ?arry  Was  A  Lady" 
s'arrmg    Red    Skelton 

-p  K  Y,lr£lnia  O'Brien, 
Rags"   Ragland,  Zero  I 

and  His  Orchestra  •  Pho- 
tographed  in  Technicolor 
Screen   Play  by  Irvin°r 

Nl„Che«#  AdaP'a«onby 
Nancy  Hamilton    .  Addi!  I 
\  tional  Dialogue  by  Wilkie  I 
Mahoney  .  Based  on  the  J 
Hay   Produced   by   B.   G. 
DeSylva   and    Written    by 
Herbert  Fields  and  B.  G. 
DeSylva   with   Music  and 
Lyrics   by  Cole  Porter 
?^ctedbyRoyDeIRuth 
Produced  by  Arthur  Freed  I 
An  M-G-M  Picture         I 


■"■^■■■■■i 
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Seven   From  Heaven' Has  Everything! 

{4th  Great  Group  from  Metro- Gold wyn -Mayer) 


Thursday,  June  17,  194' 


•  •  Reviews  of  short  subjccts  •  * 


"Champions  Training  Champions" 

(Technicolor  Special) 

Warners  20    Mins. 

Ranks  Among.  Best 

When  the  House  of  Warners  de- 
cides to  "give"  on  an  all-out  pro- 
duction basis,  which  happens  in  any 
and  every  instance  where  the  good 
of  the  war  effort  is  concerned,  the 
result  is  invaribly  spectacular. 
"Champions  Training  Champions" 
is  no  exception.  Consequently,  this 
two-reeler  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  appealing  of  the  1943  crop  of 
shorts.  Technicolor  is  employed 
with  telling  effect  to  capture  the 
natural  beauty  of  the  St.  Mary's 
campus  in  California,  which  is  now 
devoted  to  the  training  of  Navy 
airmen.  Rigors  of  the  physical  fit- 
ness program  are  depicted,  along 
with  the  correlated  sports  in  which 
th  men  indulge.  Heading  up  the 
program  are  many  noted  coaches  of 
the  world  of  sports,  and,  indeed, 
many  of  their  charges  are  athletic 
stars  of  national  fame.  Pic  fans 
will  find  in  the  footage  many  of  their 
idols  of  track,  court  and  gridiron. 
But  it  is  as  inspiration  that  this  two- 
reeler  shines.  It  will  send  any  on- 
looker out  of  the  theater  convinced 
that  the  U.  S.  is  turning  out  fight- 
ing men-of-the-air  with  whom  no 
enemy  on  earth  can  cope.  It  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  top-notch  shorts 
now    available    to    exhibitors. 


"Racing  Royalty" 

(Sportscope) 

RKO  Pathe  8  mins. 

Gee-Gees  in  Wartime 

The  so-called  Sport  of  Kings,  horse 
racing,  is  subject  of  this  one,  and 
the  pastime's  pursuit  in  wartime  is 
accented.  Some  ace  tracks  in  the 
nation  are  shown  deserted,  others 
devoted  to  military  purposes,  but 
still  others  carrying-on  as  usual. 
Key  shots  are  of  the  famous  Count 
Fleet  in  action,  romping  away  with 
both  the  Kentucky  Derby  and  the 
rich  Preakness.  Fascination  of 
equines  roaring  into  the  stretch  and 
across  finish  lines  is  so  universally 
strong  that  "Racing  Royalty"  will 
have  general  appeal  to  pic-goers. 
Photography  is  good,  and  Frederic 
Ullman,  Jr.,  its  producer,  has  given 
the  reel  skilled  production. 


"Popular  Science" 
(J2-5) 
Paramount  10  Mins. 

Pretty    Interesting 

Sequences  dealing  with  the  work 
of  our  glider  soldiers  make  this  short 
definitely  worth  seeing.  This  portion 
of  the  film  is  packed  solid  with  in- 
terest. Audiences  will  be  amazed  at 
what  can  be  accomplished  with  the 
motorless  planes.  Next  in  interest 
are  scenes  taken  at  the  famous  Rio 
de  Janeiro  institute  of  medical  re- 
search founded  by  Oswaldo  Cruz. 
Also  included  in  the  short  is  a  dis- 
play of  some  of  the  latest  gardening 
gadgets  by  a  couple  of  Hollywood 
starlets. 


"Hot  Foot" 

(Edgar  Kennedy  Comedy) 

RKO  Radio  17  mins. 

Peppy,  Amusing 

Patrons  liking  the  comical  stuff 
should  take  to  this  like  the  prover- 
bial duck  to  water.  It's  crazy — but 
it's  meant  to  be  exactly  that.  The 
irrepressible  Kennedy  wants  to  ac- 
company a  friend  to  a  card  of  boxing 
bouts,  but  Edgar's  job  of  getting  out 
of  his  home  is  a  man's  size  one.  So 
he  pretends  to  be  ill,  and  his  pal 
essays  the  role  of  a  doctor  to  advise 
his  immediate  removal.  The  plot  is 
discovered  by  his  mother-in-law, 
et  al,  who  throws  a  monkey  wrench 
in  the  plan.  There  is  a  good  slap- 
stick sequence  finding  Edgar  taking 
an  enforced  footbath,  to  which  his 
arch-plotter  mother-in-law  adds  a 
box  of  cement,  thereby  furnishing  a 
decidedly  concrete  reason  for  Mr. 
Kennedy  to  remain  at  home.  Story 
is  peppy  and  presents  many  amusing 
situations. 


"The  Aristo  Cat" 

(Merrie  Melodies  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  Mins. 

Pleasing  One-Reeler 

Producer  Leon  Schlesinger  gives 
this  frothy  yarn  by  Ted  Pierce  a 
full  diess  suit  of  Technicolor,  there- 
by making  it  pleasing  both  to  the 
eye  and  entertainment  heart.  Reel 
will  go  well  with  both  adults  and 
kids.  It  shows  a  cat, — pet  of  a 
wealthy  owner — ,  who  is  brought  up 
in  such  luxury  that  it  doesn't  even 
know  a  mouse  when  it  sees  one. 
The  feline  is  left  in  charge  of  the 
butler,  who,  finally  bolts  out  of  the 
house  and  household  for  good,  be- 
cause the  animal  plays  jokes  on 
him, — painful  practical  ones.  When 
tabby  meets  up  with  a  couple  of 
mice,  ont  tells  him  that  a  bulldog 
is  the  genus  rodent.  The  pooch  gives 
him  a  terrific  beating,  well  deserved. 
There  is  some  very  clever  musical  ac- 
companiment   to    this    single-reeler. 


dously  wide  appeal,  and  they  should 
grab  it.  With  its  content  studded 
with  youth,  good  music,  as  well  as 
novelty, — plus  rich  talents  developed 
in  the  juvenile  players, — it  will  grace 
any  stand  in  the  land.  The  Califor- 
nia Junior  Symphony  renders  six 
numbers  with  the  savoir  faire  of 
veterans:  "Childhood,"  "Perpetuum 
Mobile,"  "Piano  Concerto  in  B-  Flat 
Minor,"  "Tonight  We  Love,"  "It's 
the  Good  Old  American  Way"  and 
'Three  Cheers  for  the  Red,  White 
and  Blue." 


of  laughs  in  the  process.  Grandrr 
is  made  to  run  a  nightclub  whei 
the  singing  star  is  the  up-to-dal 
counterpart  of  Little  Red  Ridin 
Hood.  To  be  sure  the  wolf  is  sti 
there,  but  he's  of  the  Hollywood  typ 
He  goes  after  our  heroine  withoi 
success,  being  hooked  at  the/^id  b 
Grandma.  Put  this  one  doton|j 
swell  Technicolor  cartoon. 


,JS 


"Mass  Mouse  Meeting" 

Columbia  6   mins. 

Lukewarm 

Entertainment  is  rather  slim  in 
this  retelling  of  the  story  of  the 
mice's  belling  of  their  enemy,  the  cat. 
The  efforts  of  the  mouse  chosen  to 
hang  the  bell  on  the  cat  will  gain  no 
more  than  a  limited  number  of 
laughs  from  the  kids.  Little  fresh- 
ness has  been  brought  to  the  subject. 
Dave  Fleischer  produced  the  cartoon. 


"Wood  Goes  to  War" 

(FitzPatrick  Miniature) 

M-G-M  10  mins. 

Okay 

James  FitzPatrick  has  done  a  swell 
job  of  demonstrating  the  importance 
of  wood  to  the  war  effort.  He  traces 
the  story  of  wood  from  the  forest 
to  the  finished  product.  Amazing 
indeed  are  the  uses  to  which  wood  is 
being  put  in  these  days  of  war — as 
this  Technicolor  short  records  them. 
The  film  is  both  educational  and  en- 
tertaining. It  should  make  a  swell 
booking. 


"Childhood  Days" 

(Melody   Master) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Top-Flight  Offering 

Pint-sized  Diana  Hale  has  every 
reason  to  be  feature-billed  in  "Child- 
hood Days,"  along  with  Peter  Mere- 
blum's  splendid  California  Junior 
Symphony.  Young  Miss  Hale  is  not 
only  concentrated  dynamite  as  is, 
but  the  astute  House  of  Warner  is 
evidently  looking  ahead  to  the  day 
when  her  talents  will  sprout  more 
fully  as  a  mature  performer.  Ex- 
hibitors reveling  in  top-flight  tab 
reels  for  their  screens  have  in  "Child- 
hood  Days"   a  property   of  tremen- 


"Rationed  Rhythm" 

(Paramount   Headliner 

Paramount  10  '/2  Mins. 

Passable  Entertainment 

How  rationing  might  affect  a 
band  is  treated  in  humorous  style  in 
a  short  featuring  the  Korn  Kob- 
blers,  musical  comedians  who  pull 
a  number  of  gags  that  succeed  in 
creating  a  few  laughs.  The  film 
contains  enough  swing  music  to 
satisfy  the  younger  element.  Alma 
Kay  appears  as  the  vocalist.  She 
has  two  numbers. 


"Grey,   White  and    Blue" 

(Sports  Parade) 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Swell  Entertainment 

There  is  scarcely  a  corner  in  the 
nation  where  hunting  is  not,  at  some 
season  of  the  year,  pursued  with 
avidity  by  legions  of  sport  devotees. 
There  are  other  scores  of  thousands 
vicariously  and  romantically  in- 
trigued by  the  pastime.  Therefore, 
there  is  a  huge  ready-made  poten- 
tial audience  for  this  Technicolor 
honey  devoted  to  wild  geese  and 
their  bagging.  Entirely  aside  from 
the  sports  angle,  "Grey,  White  and 
Blue"  will  thrill  the  onlooker  be- 
cause of  its  sheer  scenic  and  photo- 
graphic beauty.  Even  camera  fans 
will  revel  in  it,  as  will  the  followers 
of  travelogues.  There  are  several 
amazing  scenes  of  wild  geese  in 
flight,  actually  darkening  the  heav- 
ens. Too,  there  are  sequences  ex- 
pertly made  of  the  birds  hit  on  the 
wing.  Slow  motion  is  employed  so 
that  one  can  actually  study  the 
physical  flight  of  the  geese,  and 
their  descent  following  the  bark  of 
the  hunter's  gun.  Subject  will  evoke 
excellent  audience  reaction.  It's 
swell. 


"Red  Hot  Riding  Hood" 

M-G-M  8  mins. 

All  Right 

The  old  fairy  tale  has  been  thor- 
oughly   modernized,    gaining    plenty 


"To  Each  Other" 
U.S.-Steel-Monogram 

Time  to  be  S< 
Very  Good 

U.  S.  Steel,  which  has  successfull 
used  the  motion  picture  as  a  mediui 
of  public  information  before,  o 
this  occasion  brings  the  motion  pic  I 
ture  camera  into  play  to  tell  th 
stirring,  inspiring,  yes,  and  reas 
suring  story  of  what  the  corpora 
tion  and  its  subsidiaries  are  doin 
to  speed  the  nation's  war  effor 
As  an  industrial  in  the  field  of  ir 
formation,  the  picture,  made  by  Jai 
Handy,  rates  with  the  best. 

As  must  be  obvious,  the  pic  de 
rives  its  title  from  the  pledge  cor 
tained  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde 
pendence.  The  dramatic  chronicl 
of  expansion  by  U.  S.  Steel  unde 
spur  of  the  nation's  urgent  neces 
sity,  with  American  free  enterpris 
demonstrating  its  capacity  to  out 
produce  the  totalitarian  regime,  i 
given  the  requisite  human  touch  b; 
Walter   Brennan's    narration. 

Brennan  is  seen  as  a  retired  stee 
man,  recalled  to  the  mills  for  wa 
service,  who  wears  his  "E"  badg 
as  proudly  as  his  soldier  son  doe 
his  decoration  somewhere  overseas 
Prompted  by  the  questions  in  a  let 
ter  from  his  son,  who  left  the  mill 
to  don  a  uniform,  Brennan  recount 
what  Steel  is  doing,  much  as  thoug] 
the  son  were  at  his  side  on  th 
friendly  hillside.  It  is  a  revealinj 
story,  benefiting  dramatically  botl 
from  intelligent  camera  work  am 
well   written  narration. 

Gordon  Miller  did  the  script,  Ton 
Persons  directed  and  Sam  Benav 
contributed  the  score.  Originall; 
in  four  reels — and  so  shown  at  •• 
private  preview  at  the  Waldorf-As 
toria — single  reel  theatrical  versioi 
will  be  ready  about  July  15. 


"Here  at  Home" 

(M-G-M  Miniature) 

M-G-M  10  mins 

Fair 

This  short  takes  up  the  questioi 
of  whether  or  not  young  marriei 
couples  shoud  have  children  in  thesi 
agonizing  days  of  war.  The  seen, 
is  the  home  of  a  warden's  wife  dur- 
ing a  blackout.  The  couple  face< 
with  the  problem  is  taking  shelte 
there.  The  warden's  wife  resolve; 
the  problem  for  the  young  people 
and  at  the  finis  we  know  that  thi 
young  wife  has  won  her  man  ove: 
to  the  idea  of  having  a  child,  war  o: 
no  war.  The  film  is  primarily  o: 
interest  because  it  touches  on  i 
problem  facing  many  young  marrie.. 
people  today. 
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tjf?  GLENN  MARGUERITE  EDGAR 

FORD  •  CHAPMAN  •  BUCHANAN 

Screen  Play  by  Frank  Wead,  Lewis  Meltzer  and  Borden  Chase 
Directed  by  WILLIAM  A.  SEITER  •  Produced  by  Louis  F.  Edelman 
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Lloyd  Bridges  •  Guy  Kingsford   •  J.  Carroll  Naish 
Rex  Ingram  •  Brure  Bennett  •  William  Carter 

Directed  by  ZOITAH  KOS&A  •  Produced  by  HARRY  iOE  BROWN- 


PRINTS 


t. 


JINX 

FALKENBURG 

and 

1  r      MAGAZINE 
I  O   COVER  G1RIS 

Music  by  JEROME  KERN 

Lyrics  by  IRA  GERSHWIN 

Directed  by  CHARlES  VIDOR 
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■4  of  20th-Fox  stockholders  called 
I  July  6. 
Statement  shows  that  stockholders 
'11  be  first  asked  to  approve  the 
lercis-*  of  the  option  with  Chase  to 
trch-    '     58    per    cent    of    National 

Id  the    bank    for    $13,000,000. 

thaT~is  approved  the  matter  of 
lending  the  certificate  of  incor- 
ration  will  be  brought  up  as  a 
eans  of  financing  the  deal. 
However,  20th-Fox  is  currently 
gotiating  a  $10,000,000  bank  credit 
lich  could  be  used  to  finance  the 
ational  stock  purchase  if  stock- 
pile rs  refuse  to  allow  the  prior 
eferred  or  if  the  directors  decide 
t  to  issue  the  stock  in  the  event 
e  stockholders  approve.  Even  if 
•proved,  issuance  of  the  prior  pre- 
1  red  will  be  a  matter  for  board  de- 
ion. 

Prior  preferred  stock,  if  approved 
id  issued,  would  be  a  no  par  issue 
100,000  shares  increasing  the  au- 
mrized  outstanding  capital  stock 
•  20th-Fox  to  4,700,000  shares,  of 
ihich  1,500,000  would  be  the  pres- 
lt  no  par  preferred  and  3,100,000 
lares  the  present  no  par  common. 
,:ock  would  have  dividend  priority, 
ith  the  rate  to  be  set  by  stock- 
elders  at  the  meeting,  and  would 
ave    liquidation    rights    before    the 

■—resent  preferred  and  common  is- 
Bes. 
Amount  to  be  received  by  20th- 
ox  from  the  sale  of  the  new  pre- 
wired would  depend  on  the  divi- 
?nd   rate    set   by   stockholders   and 

estimated  by  the  management  as 
etween  $93.50  and  $101  per  share 
fter  underwriting  commissions  but 
;fore  certain  other  expenses.  Stock- 
Dlders  would  also  set  the  liquida- 
on  preference  and  redemption  price 
the  issue. 

Proxy  statement  notes  that  the 
>mpany  has  started  negotiations 
ith  certain  New  York  banks  and 
Kpects  to  be  able  to  conclude  ar- 
ingements  for  a  $10,000,000  credit 
>r  the  payment  of  a  minimum  fee 
E  $12,500  and  an  additional  fee  at 
ne  rate  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
nnually   for   the   period   the    credit 

mains  unused.    Banks  would  agree 
lend    the    company,    on    an    un- 

cured  basis,   $10,000,000  either  on 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Silver  Army  Air  Forces 
pel  wings  were  presented  enlisted  reserv- 
ts  at  special  ceremonies  on  the  stage  of 
KO-Keith's. 

The  presentation  was  made  by  Col.  Ray 
amblin,  commanding  the  Syracuse  Army 
ir  Base. 

Colonel  Camblin  was  introduced  by  Lt. 
ol.  Ernest  S.  Knowlton,  commanding  the 
iorthern    New   York   Army    Recruiting    and 

Induction  District. 


Post' War  Biz  Problem 

.  .  .  one  angle,  and  it's  important 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

number,  they  are,  for  the  first  time,  earning  enough  money  frequently  to  patronize  theaters 
— especially  the  first-runs. 

o 

VA/HAT  has  happened  to  the  old  audience — the  millions  who  "went  to  the  movies" 
™  "  once  or  more  a  week  in  peace-time?  Well,  millions  of  them  are  in  uniform,  and, 
at  least  while  on  this  side,  are  still  film  patrons,  but  largely  in  War  Department  theaters 
where  the  admission  charge  is  nominal.  But  millions  more,  victims  of  today's  economic 
"pinch,"  are  not  visiting  the  theaters  or,  if  they  are,  are  doing  so  far  less  frequently. 

The  latter  millions  are  symbolized  by  "Mister  X,"  conceived  by  Mutual's  Gabriel 
Heatter  to  describe  the  countless  millions  of  white  collar  workers  whose  income  has 
remained  static — or  approximately  so — while  their  living  costs,  plus  their  taxes,  have  moved 
materially  skyward.  Heatter,  in  spotlighting  the  plight  of  these  millions,  is  doing  film 
biz  a  genuine  service. 

For  this,  if  for  no  other  reason:  When  today's  new  audience  of  war  plant  workers 
is  jobless  (or  earning  a  quarter  or  a  third  of  today's  swollen  paychecks,  which  seems  in- 
evitable), the  film  theaters  again  will  be  dependent  upon  its  old  faithfuls — the  white 
collarites  in  the  modest  salary  brackets.  And  if  they  cannot  afford  to  resume  their 
film   patronage   habits,   it  will   be   just  too    bad   for  the  nation's  box  offices. 

o 

I  ET  the  cost  of  living  go  higher  (and  there  are  those  who  say  it  will  in  the  immediate 
^"  post-war  years)  and  let  Congress  in  framing  tax  measures  continue  to  fail  to  differen- 
tiate between  those  whose  pay  envelopes  have  not  been  increased  and  those  who  have 
benefited  by  war-time  prosperity,  and  the  nation's  exhibitors  will  look  in  vain  for  the 
return  of  "Mister  X"  and   his  kinfolk. 

Sure,  in  time  the  foreign  market  can  take  up  the  domestic  slack,  but  will  it  be  a 
time  rather  distant  or  near?  Come  peace,  who's  going  to  have  money  to  spend  on  films 
in  the  lands  looted  for  several  years  by  the  Axis  banditry? 


NT  Reports  13-Week 
Net  of  $887,000 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

the  special  meeting  of  20th-Fox 
stockholders  July  6. 

Schedules  included  in  the  proxy 
show  that  the  NTC  consolidated  net 
income  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  26, 
1942  was  $3,382,015.28,  compared 
with  $2,397,246.48  for  the  year  ended 
Dec.  27,  1941  and  $2,037,177.90  for 
the  year  ended  Dec.  28,  1940.  Divi- 
dends of  $1.00  a  share,  amounting 
to  $1,800,000  were  paid  during  last 
year  while  dividends  in  1941  and 
1940  were  at  the  rate  of  91  2-3  cents 
per  share  and  amounted  to  $1,650,- 
000  each  year. 

Earned  surplus  since  Nov.  16, 
1934  rose  from  $3,717,992.56  at  the 
end  of  1940  to  $6,047,254.32  at  the 
end  of  last  year.  At  the  end  of 
1941,  earned  surplus  was  $4,465,- 
239.04. 


UMPE  Appeals  Juve 
Admission  Conviction 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
guardian  at  hours  not  permitted  by 
law. 

Gerber  testified  at  a  Special  Ses- 
sions hearing  that  the  boy  involved 
insisted  he  was  more  than  16  years 
of  age  and  that  his  appearance  bore 
out  the  contention.  Gerber,  how- 
ever, was  convicted  when  the  boy 
admitted  he  was  under  age. 

Members  of  the  UMPE  look  upon 
the  conviction  as  a  danger  to  their 
own  operations,  inasmuch  as  they 
can't  demand  a  bix-th  certificate  of 
every  juvenile  entering  their  houses. 
They  will  seek  the  co-operation  of 
local  circuits  and  organizations  in 
obtaining  a  clarification  of  the  issue 
in  the  Appellate  Division. 

Yesterday's  meeting  was  called 
primarily  to  discuss  the  rentals  sit- 
uation, but  that  matter  was  tabled 
until   another  meeting  next  week. 


a  short  term  basis  or  for  a  period 
of  five  years. 

Interest  rate  on  the  short  term 
basis  would  be  one  and  one-half 
per  cent  a  year;  if  taken  on  a  five- 
year  basis,  the  loan  would  probably 
be  amortized  by  semi-annual  pay- 
ments graduating  upwards  with  dif- 
fering interest  rates  for  different 
maturities,  and  would  probably  be 
secured  with   a  negative  pledge. 

Wall  St.  sources  name  Lehman 
Bros,  as  the  banking  group  with 
which    20th-Fox    is    negotiating. 


20th-Fox  Holdings  in  UAI  and 
M  &  B  Shown  by  Proxy  Form 

Twentieth-Fox   owns    50   per   cent 


of  the  outstanding  stock  of  United 
American  Investing  Corp.  and  2,451 
shares  of  the  Class  "A"  ordinary 
shares  (out  of  10,000  outstanding 
shares)  of  Metropolis  and  Bradford 
Trust  Co.,  Ltd.  Both  are  holding 
companies  for  investment  in  Gau- 
mont-British  Picture  Corp.,  Ltd.  In 
addition  United  American's  total  as- 
sets are  750,000  shares  of  Metro- 
polis and  Bradford  "B"  ordinary 
non-voting    shares. 

Information  is  revealed  in  the 
balance  sheets  of  20th-Fox  and 
United  American  included  in  the 
proxy  statement  issued  to  stock- 
holders in  connection  with  the  spe- 
cial meeting  of  20th-Fox  stock- 
holders. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

COLLEEN   TOWNSEND,    termer,    Paramount. 

VIRGINIA  MAXEY,  seven  years,  M-C-M. 

REOPTIONED 

JESS  BARKER,  producer,  Columbia. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

RALPH  MURPHY,  director,  "The  Man  in  Half 
Moon   Street,"  Paramount. 

LESTER  FULLER,  director,  "Marseilles,"  Para- 
mount. 

JAMES  HOCAN,  director,  "The  Strange  Death 
ot  Adolf   Hitler,"   Universal. 

CHARLL'i  LAMONT,  "Man  of  the  Family,"  Uni- 
versal. 

LYNN  SHORES,  director,  "Charlie  Chan  and 
the   Secret   Service,"    Monogram. 

PAUL  PALMETOIA,  art  director,  "Tiger  Fangs," 
PRC 

DORIS  ANDERSON  and  ANDREW  SOLT,  script, 
"Nine    Girls,"    Columbia. 

LAWRENCE  HAZARD,  screenplay,  "Ten  Percent 
Woman,"   Columbia. 

HOWARD  J.  CREEN,  script,  "Brothers  Under  the 
Skin,"    Columbia. 

ANDRE  DE  TOTH,  director,  "Nine  Girls,"  Colum- 
bia. 

CASTINGS 

PAUL  WHITEMAN  and  GEORCE  WHITE, 
"Rhapsody  in  Blue,"  Warners;  GINGER  ROGERS, 
"Tender  Comrade,"  RKO;  CHARLES  BOYER, 
"Gaslight,"  M-C-M;  RICHARD  DIX  and  LILLIAN 
GISH,  "Man  of  the  Family,"  Universal;  PERCY 
WARAM,  "Ministry  of  Fear,"  Paramount;  LOUIS 
CALHERN,  "Up  in  Arms,"  Samuel  Goldwyn; 
MARIE  WILSON,  "Shine  on  Harvest  Moon,"  War- 
ners; FIFI  D'ORSAY,  "Jungle  Fury,"  PRC;  BERYL 
WALLACE,  "The  Gunmaster,"  Harry  Sherman- 
UA;  FRANK  SULLY,  "There's  Something  About 
a    Soldier,"    Columbia. 

SCHEDULED 

"State  Fair,"  novel  by  PHIL  STONG;  music  and 
lyric,  RICHARD  RODGERS  and  OSCAR  HAM- 
MERSTEIN,    II,    20th-Fox. 

"Tender  Comrade,"  original  screenplay  by  DAL- 
TON  TRUMBO. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

JOHN  KLEIN  and  BEN  MARKSON'S  "Navy 
Hotel,"    Paramount. 

Para.  Calls  Ad  Meetings 
For  "So  Proudly  We  Hail" 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

pattern  set  a  year  ago  with  "Wake 
Island."  Neil  Agnew,  Paramount's 
general  sales  manager,  has  asked 
the  company's  affiliated  circuits,  Na- 
tional Theaters  divisions  and  others 
to  send  their  top  advertising  men 
to  the  sessions.  First  will  be  held 
at  the  Ambassador  Hotel,  Los  An- 
geles, June  24-25  for  the  territory 
west  of  Kansas  City  and  at  the 
Pierre  Hotel,  New  York,  June  28 
for  representatives  east  of  Kansas 
City.  Alec  Moss  will  preside  at  both 
meetings. 

The  New  York  meeting-  will  be  attended 
by  home  office  executives,  including-  Neil 
Agnew,  Charles  M.  Reag-an,  George  Smith, 
Hugh  Owen,  R.  M.  Gillham,  Leonard  Gol- 
denson,  Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  and  Leon  Net- 
ter,  the  latter  three  representing  the  the- 
ater department.  Goldenson  will  welcome 
the    theater   circuit   representatives. 

District  advertising  representatives  Ralph 
Ravenscroft  of  the  Los  Angeles  district  and 
James  Lundy  of  the  Denver  district  will  at- 
tend the  Coast  meeting.  District  advertising 
representatives  Ed  J.  Wall,  Albany;  Arnold 
Van  Leer,  Boston;  William  Brooker,  Phila- 
delphia, and  James  Levine,  Pittsburgh,  will 
attend  the  New  York  meeting. 


Poor  Biz  Closes  la.  House 

Fulton,  la. — Clair  Sturgeon  has 
closed  the  Royal  theater  at  Fulton 
because  of  "poor  business." 
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WB  in  $20,000,000 
Refinancing  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

all   outstanding  preferred   stock. 
Voting  Rights  for  Common 

Completion  of  the  proposed  finan- 
cing will  see  sole  voting  rights  in 
Warner  Bros,  vested  in  the  common 
stock.  (Loew's  has  only  common 
outstanding,  Paramount  by  next 
month  will  be  in  the  same  position). 

Well  informed  Wall  St.  sources 
say  that  the  method  of  financing 
under  Warner  consideration  entails 
a  bank  loan  and  a  private  loan  from 
an  insurance  group,  the  $20,000,000 
presumably  to  be  split  between  them. 

Operation  would  further  reduce 
Warners'  fixed  charges  which  have 
decreased  to  an  estimated  $45,000,000 
from  $77,000,000  in  1936.  Much  of 
this  reduction  was  accomplished  out 
of  earnings  while  the  $5,245,000  re- 
ceived in  the  release  of  frozen  British 
funds  is  said  to  have  been  put  to  debt 
reduction. 

Warners'  cumulative  preferred  is 
callable  on  60  days  notice  so  it  would 
be  necessary  to  issue  the  call  by 
July  1  if  the  stock  is  to  be  retired  by 
Sept.  1.  Call  price  is  $55  per  share 
plus  $33.68  accrued  dividends.  De- 
bentures are  callable  on  30  days  no- 
tice at  100%.  As  of  Aug.  31,  1942, 
there  were  99,397  preferred  shares 
and  $13,255,000  of  bonds  outstanding. 
Family  Holds  Large  Blocks 

At  present  Warner  Bros,  preferred 
stock,  due  to  the  passing  of  four 
quarterly  dividends,  has  the  right  to 
elect  a  majority  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors. This  voting  control  will  re- 
turn to  the  common  if  the  preferred 
stock  is  retired.  The  Warner  family 
holds  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the 
preferred  and  SEC  records  show  that 
members  of  the  family  have  been 
making  substantial  purchases  of 
Warner  common  in  recent  months. 

Executives  of  the  company  have 
denied  that  delay  in  the  report  for 
the  26  weeks  ended  Feb.  28  was  due 
to  conversations  on  the  preferred 
stock  retirement  plan  and  lay  the 
blame  on  a  manpower  shortage  in 
the  clerical  staff. 


Bayard  Veiller,  Veteran 
Playwright,  Dies  at  74 

Bayard  Veiller,  74,  veteran  author 
of  screen  and  stage  mystery  plays, 
died  yesterday  in  local  Doctors  Hos- 
pital, 170  East  End  Ave.,  following 
an  illness  of  several  months  which 
kept  him  hospitaized  for  the  past 
three  weeks.  Surviving  are  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Veiller;  a  son,  Capt. 
Anthony  Veiller  of  Los  Angeles,  at- 
tached to  the  Army's  Special  Ser- 
vices Division;  and  a  brother,  Law- 
rence Veiller  of  New  York.  Funeral 
services    will    be    private. 

Among  the  melodramas  penned 
by  Veiller  are  "The  Trial  of  Mary 
Dugan,"  "Within  the  Law,"  "The 
13th  Chair,"  "The  Notorious  Sophie 
Lang,"  "That's  the  Woman,"  and 
"Guilty  Hands." 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

Technical  Sgt.  HENRY  BOBINSKI,  USAAF,  form- 
erly, Poli  Theater,  New  Haven,  awarded  Oak 
Leaf  Cluster. 

—  •  — 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

ROBERT  RIPPS,  USAAF,  son  of  Ralph  Ripps, 
M-G-M  head  booker,  Albany,  commissioned 
a   2nd   lieutenant. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

WILLIAM    A.    MANCUSO,    JR.,    USA,    formerly, 


head  shipper,   National  Screen  Service,   Bos- 
ton,   to   sergeant. 

*  ARMY  * 

BERNARD    BURNS,    Poll's,    Hartford,    Conn. 
ROGER  P.  KAVANAUGH,  JR.,  Loew's,  Poli,  Wor- 
cester,  Mass. 
RICHARD   CERRONE,   Olympia,  Worcester,   Mass. 
NATE   SODIKMAN,    Monogram   manager,   Albany. 

*  NAVY  • 

ROBERT  DOWER,  Whitney  Theater,  New  Haven. 
PAUL   PURDY,   Strand,   Winstead,   Conn. 
DONALD    SCOTT,    Palace,   Lawrence,    Mass. 
JOSEPH   CAUDET,   Broadway,   Lawrence,   Mass. 


Announce  "V"  Lineup  Today 

Scully  to  Reveal  Plans;  Levy  Wins  Contest 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 


ing  program  from  Dan  Kelley,  while 
John  Joseph,  publicity-ad  chief,  and 
Maurice  Bergman,  in  charge  of  the 
ad-publicity  setup  in  the  East,  will 
outline  the  season's  promotional 
plans.  Final  convention  speaker 
will  be  Prexy  Nate  Blumberg. 

Among  those  to  take  the  ros- 
trum yesterday  were  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  board  chairman;  Joseph 
Seidelman,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  the  foreign  department,  and  John 
J.  O'Connor,  vice-president  and  aide 
to  Blumberg.  Maurice  Pivar,  film 
editor-in-chief,  arriving  from  the 
studio,  was  a  convention  guest  yes- 
terday. 

David  A.  Levy,  district  manager 
of  New  York,  was  the  winner  of  the 
W.  A.  Scully  Drive  recently  com- 
pleted, it  was  announced  yesterday. 

The  Drive,  which  lasted  19  weeks, 
was  segregated  into  three  groups, 
the  Commandos,  Paratroops  and 
Rangers,  to  afford  relatively  equal 
business  strength  and  despite  this 
grouping  New  York  ran  away  with 
the  honors,  an  unusual  incident  in 
sales  contests. 

Levy  headed  the  Commando  Di- 
vision. The  second  group  or  the 
Paratroops  was  led  by  L.  J.  McGin- 
ley    of    the    Indianapolis    Exchange 


and  R.  O.  Wilson  of  the  Portland, 
Oregon,  Exchange  was  the  winner  in 
the  third  or  Ranger  group.  These 
men  received  three  weeks  salary  as 
the  prize  and  each  employe  in  the 
office  of  these  branch  managers  was 
rewarded  with  a  three  weeks  salary 
check. 

The  second  prizes  went  to  C.  J.  Feld- 
man — Los  Angeles:  W.  M.  Richardson,  At- 
lanta; and  Harry  Hynes — St.  Louis. 

The  third  prizes:  Max  Cohen — Washing- 
ton; Jack  Bannan,  Cincinnati;  and  Sam 
Milner — Seattle. 

The  fourth  prizes:  T.  L.  Mendelssohn — 
Detroit;  A.  I.  Weiner,  Buffalo;  and  J.  A. 
Prichard — Memphis. 

The  fifth  prizes:  Lon  Hoss — San  Francisco; 
Leroy  Brauer,  Charlotte  and  C.  R.  Wade — 
Salt   Lake   City. 

Harry  D.  Graham  of  Atlanta  captured 
the  District  Manager's  prize,  with  Allan  J. 
O'Keefe  second  and  Pete  Rosian  third. 

The  Division  Manager's  award  went  to 
Southern  and  Canadian,  headed  by  F.  J.  A. 
McCarthy. 

In  the  Exhibitors'  Good  Will  Contest  the 
following  finished  first  and  second:  Jack 
Langan  and  H.  B.  Johnson,  Kansas  City; 
Frank  Mantzke  and  E.  Heiber,  Chicago; 
W.  M.  Richardson  and  N.  Lamantia,  At- 
lanta; Pete  Dana  and  J.  Krenitz,  Cleveland; 
Max  Cohen  and  J.  V.  Pavone,  Philadelphia; 
Edw.  S.  Olsmith  and  L.  J.  McGinley,  Cin- 
cinnati; Foster  Blake  and  Lon  Hoss,  Los 
Angeles. 

The  District  Manager's  prizes  in  this 
contest  were  won  by  Harry  D.  Graham  and 
Pete    Rosian. 

Convention  delegations  will  leave  tomor- 
row for  their  home  posts.  Cliff  Work  will 
accompany    Prexy    Blumberg    to    New   York. 


Bendix  Talent  Will  Do 
Encore  at  Fox  Brooklyn 


Bendix  Mairne  employes  will  do 
an  encore  at  the  Brooklyn  Fox  thea- 
ter on  June  21,  supplying  talent  for 
the  amateur  stage  show  which  is 
broadcast  over  WMCA.  Night 
shifts  at  the  two  Bendix  plants  will 
hear  the  program  over  radios.  First 
Bendix  program  last  week  saw  the 
Fox's  4,320  seats  sold  out. 


Mexican  President  Sees  "Serve" 
Mexico  City  (By  Cable)  —  "In 
Which  We  Serve,"  which  opens  here 
within  the  next  two  weeks,  was 
privately  screened  at  the  Presiden- 
tial palace  Monday  night  for  Presi- 
dent Camacho,  members  of  his 
family  and  of  his  staff.  Preview  was 
arranged  by  Charles  Bateman,  Bri- 
tish minister. 


Selznick's  Big  Pic  Starring 
Gotten  Starts  This  Winter 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

based  on  Stephen  Longstreet's  novel, 
"The  Land  I  Love."  It  will  be  Selz- 
nick's biggest  production  since  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  and  is  scheduled  to 
go  before  the  cameras  this  Winter. 
Longstreet  has  been  quietly  work- 
ing with  Selznick  on  the  screenplay 
for  several  months  and,  although 
Selznick  had  not  planned  making  the 
picture  for  possibly  two  years  due  to 
its  magnitude,  the  switch  in  dates 
was  inspired  by  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  the  script  and  by  Cotten's 
swift  rise  as  a  topflight  star  since 
his  performance  in  "Shadow  of  a 
Doubt." 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


BOB    PRYOR,    RKO   exploitation    chief,   Philad 

phia. 
DAVE   CANTOR,   West   Coast  exploitation   ebii 

RKO,    Hollywood. 
STANLEY    TAYLOR,    office    manager,    Universj 

Boston. 
WALTER   BANCS,   cashier,    Universal,   Boston. 
W.     BRADLEY,     manager,    Community,     Dedha 

Mass.  * 

MICKEY    NUNES,    chief    of    service/'Vamou 

Theater,   New  Haven.  T0I%! 

LOWELL     ERNST,     manager,      Playhou,<    Ay. 

Mass. 
HOUCHTON   PRIEST,   booking-buying,   Playhou: 

Ayer,  Mass. 
RAY  ALLARD,   manager,   Park,   Fall   River,   Ma: 
CHARLES  M.  HURLEY,  manager,  Phillips,  Sprin 

field,  Mass. 

CERRY    CERMAINE,    manager,    Suffolk,    Holyok 
Mass. 


Politics  Charge  Follows 
111.  Attack  on  "Moscow" 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

against  the  picture,  "Mission  t 
Moscow,"  was  called  a  "politics  a 
usual"  attack  against  the  admini; 
tration  and  an  attempt  to  destro 
American  unity  by  the  Illinois  Chaj 
ter  of  the  National  Federation  fc 
Constitutional   Liberties   yesterday. 

The  Federation,  a  new  organize 
tion  composed  of  trade  unions,  an 
church,  civic  and  fraternal  group: 
sharply  criticized  the  Attorney  Ger 
eral  for  his  appeal  to  Nickell,  t 
keep  school  children  away  from  th 
film. 

Marshall  Field's  Chicago  Sun  yes 
terday  also  carried  an  editoria 
headed  "Illinois  Needs  a  Lawyer, 
taking  Barrett  to  task  for  goin 
beyond  his  office  and  attempting  t 
be  a  censor. 


Boston  —  The  City  Council  ha 
adopted  two  resolutions  askin; 
Mayor  Maurice  J.  Tobin  to  ban  th 
motion  picture  "Mission  to  Moscow 
on  the  grounds  it  is  "outright  Com 
munistic  propaganda  ...  of  distorte 
truth,  with  an  ulterior  motive  o 
glorifying  a  dictatorship  govern 
ment." 


New  Purolator  3-Reeler 
Completed  by  Yorke  Org, 

Newark,  N.  J. — Completion  of  i, 
three-reel  training  film,  "The  Oi 
Filter  Goes  to  War"  (authorized  TJ 
S.  Army  project),  is  disclosed  her 
by  sources  close  to  Purolator  Prod 
ucts,  Inc.,  its  sponsor. 

Emerson  Yorke  Studio,  of  Nev 
York  City,  turned  out  the  pic.  Puro 
lator  will  transfer  the  negative  t< 
the  Army  for  instructional  usagi 
among  the  armed  forces.  Sequence; 
were  shot  at  Camp  Holabird  an< 
Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. 
under  the  direection  of  Sam  Detlow 
Camera  work  was  handled  by  Ma: 
Lasky  and  Irving  Browning,  ani 
mation  by  Albert  Paganelli,  and  nar 
ration  by  Alois  Havrilla.  Paul  Fran 
cois  of  Purolator  scripted  the  job 
Arthur  Pogmore  of  the  same  organi 
zation  was  technical  consultant,  an' 
Capt.  James  H.  Smith  acted  as  liai 
son  between  Yorke  and  the  Army. 
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INDUSTRY  SUPPORT  FOR  OWI  PIX  BUREAU 

Senate  May  Restore  the  Domestic  Branch  of  OWI 


Editorial 


Watch  Rank 

.  .  .  British  tycoon 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


> 


': 


*, 


IF,  as  one  hears,  the  British  trade  is  mani- 
■  festing  some  interest  in  the  decision 
of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  As- 
sociation to  examine  the  American  anti- 
trust laws  with  a  view  to  pressing  for 
similar  legislation  in  England,  the  answer 
may  be  found  in  the  spectacular  rise  of 
J.  Arthur  Rank  and  his  manifold  activities 
within   the   British   trade. 

Controlling  two  major  circuits,  Gaumont- 
British  and  Odeon, — an  aggregate  of  about 
650  theaters — as  well  as  General  Film 
Distributors,  Denham  Studios,  Shepherds 
Bush  Studios,  Gainsborough  Pictures,  and 
with  his  fingers  in  every  film  pie,  generally 
speaking,  Rank  today  is  a  dominant  figure 
(if  not  THE  dominant  figure)  in  the  British 
trade. 

o  

/"CERTAINLY,  on  this  side  there  is  no 
^"^  motion  picture  tycoon  today  whose 
sway  is  comparable  to  that  of  Rank  and,  if 
private  advices  from  both  Wardour  Street 
and  London's  "The  City"  are  acceptable 
at  face  value.  Rank's  motion  picture  em- 
pire will  expand  materially  when  peace 
comes. 

Rank's  production  policy  is  ambitious — 
decidedly  so.  Incidentally,  it  is  guided  by 
Filipe  Del  Giudice,  once  an  Italian  internee 
in  England.  It  is  Del  Giudice  who,  in 
British  trade  circles,  is  given  the  larger 
share  of  credit  for  Noel  Coward's  "In 
Which  we  Serve,"  ace  money  maker  in 
all   markets. 

Rank  is  pouring  millions  into  production, 
either  directly  or  via  financing  deals.  For 
instance,  "King  Henry  V,"  with  Robert 
Donat,  Laurence  Olivier  and  John  Gielgud 
as  stars,  has  a  350,000-pound  budget, 
while  "This  Happy  Breed,"  another  Noel 
Coward  pic,  with  a  cast  barren  of  stars, 
will  cost  220,000  pounds.  "Colonel  Blimp," 
in  Technicolor,  which  has  kicked  up  a 
rumpus  in  some  British  quarters  following 
its  recent  preview,  cost  250,000  pounds,  and 
about  the  same  sum  will  represent  the 
Rank  outlay  for  "Demi-Paradise." 

o  

THESE  budgets,  of  course  are  scarcely 
*  excessive  from  the  Hollywood  view- 
point, but  it  is  significant,  certainly,  that 
in  total  war  what  rates  as  top  British 
production  coin  is  being  poured  into  films. 
The  post-war  period  in  the  overseas  film 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Overriding  of  House 
"Killing,"  Expected  by 
Washington  Observers 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM  (DAILY 

Washington — Most  observers  here 
were  confident  that  the  Senate  will 
restore  the  domestic  branch  of  OWI, 
which  includes  the  motion  picture 
bureau  headed  by  Lowell  Mellett, 
voted  out  of  existence  by  the  House 
Friday  night,  when  a  surprise  amend- 
ment by  Rep.  Joe  Starnes  of  Ala- 
bama was  carried  by  a  vote  of  156 
to  80  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Final  House  vote  to  eliminate  OWI's 
domestic   branch   was   218  to   114. 

The  House  vote,  however, 
provides  considerable  fuel  for  Sen- 
(Contmucd  on   Page  5) 


Goefz  Quits  20th-Fox 
In  Month  for  Own  Co. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  Goetz,  who 
has  resigned  as  20th-Fox  vice-presi- 
dent, and  production  chief,  will  com- 
plete his  duties  about  July  15.  He 
will    form    William    Goetz    Produc- 

(Continued    on    Page    9) 


Vandals  Operating  In 
Downtown  Newark  Houses 


Newark,  N.  J. — Despite  the  recent 
convictions  of  two  youths  on  dis- 
orderly charges,  juvenile  vandalism 
is  worse  in  theaters  throughout  this 
area.  Not  alone  in  the  smaller  nabes 
and  independents,  but  in  the  larger 
(Continued  on   Page  8) 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


.By  ANDREW  H.   OLDER- 


WASHINGTON 
"AS  long  as  I'm  here  we're  never  going 
**  to  cut  the  industry  on  film."  Those 
were  the  words  of  WPB's  Harold  Hopper 
upon  his  return  from  the  Coast.  We  had 
called  him  to  check  reports  that  the  film 
demands  of  the  armed  services  had  zoomed 
way  up  from  the  requests  of  the  last 
quarter.  .  .  .  Hopper  is  one  of  those  people 
who  never  tries  to  mislead  a  reporter, 
and  although  he  was  not  anxious  to  see 
a  "scare"  story,  he  couldn't  hide  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  amazed  at  the  size  of 
the  requests  from  the  armed  services  that 
awaited  him  this  week.  It  was  like  last 
December  all  over,  with  the  army  asking 
for  huge  quantities  of  film,  most  of  which 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Prove  Job  Essential 
Chi.  Film  Men  Told 


Chicago — Action  by  the  New  Ha- 
ven draft  boards  in  directing  film 
men  to  get  "essential"  jobs  or  be 
reclassified  in  1-A  apparently  has 
spread  to  Chicago.  Several  married 
men  in  various  branches  of  the  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Veering  Away  from  War 
Pix,  PRC  Convention  Told 


Kansas  City — The  first  day  of  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.'s  convention 
was  devoted  to  production  announce- 

(Continued   on   Page    10) 


Cole  Has  Post' War  lob  Plan 

Prepare  Now  for  New  Buildings,  Remodelings 


Jury  Finds  for  Pathe  Cos. 
In  Frankel  $600,000  Suits 


After  two  weeks  of  trial  before 
Justice  Carroll  G.  Walter  and  a  jury, 
in  New  York  Supreme  Court,  a 
jury  at  the  week-end  brought  in  a 
verdict   for    the    defendants,    Pathe 

(Continued   on   Page   9) 


Dallas — A  plan  to  peg  employ- 
ment when  peace  comes  has  been 
advanced  by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  Theaters  of  Texas, 
who  urges  his  members  to  employ 
architects  now  to  prepare  for  new 
structures  or  remodelings. 

As  a  result  of  a  bulletin  sent  out 
by  Col.  Cole,  two  circuits  already 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"Feeling  Is  One  of  Genu- 
ine Appreciation  for 
Service  Rendered" — Hays 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  (DAILY 

Washington — Strong  support 
for  the  OWI  motion  picture 
bureau  by  the  industry  was  put 
on  record  Friday  with  Chairman 
Clarence 
Cannon  of 
the  House  ap- 
p  r  opriations 
c  o  m  m  ittee. 
The  indus- 
try's feeling 
is  one  of 
"genuine  ap- 
preciation for 
the  service 
being  rend- 
ered" by 
OWI,  Cannon 
was  advised 
in  a  telegram 
MPPDA  presi- 


WILL      H.      HAYS 


from  Will  H.  Hays 
dent. 

Text  of  Hays'  wire  follows 

(Continued   on  Page    10) 


D  of  J  Won't  Refuse 
To  Hear  Jusf  Plaints 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  has  no  intention  of  refusing 
aid  to  exhibitor  groups  with  just 
complaints.  Robert  L.  Wright,  con- 
sent decree  specialist  for  the  anti- 
trust division,  has  made  it  plain  that 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Value  of  War  Films 
Close  to  100  Millions 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — From  75  to  100  mil- 
lion dollars  is  the  commercial  value 
of  war  pictures  turned  out  by  the 
industry  thus  far,  Arch  A.  Mercey, 
assistant  director  of  the  OWI  mo- 
tion picture  bureau,  told  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee,  during 
the  OWI  budget  hearings  last  month. 
This  figure  included  only  the  actual 
production  outlay  for  war  pix. 
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Special  "Canteen"  Show 
For  Theater  Wing  Workers 

The  workers  in  all  activities  of 
the  American  Theater  Wing-  will 
have  their  own  private  theater  party 
and  preview  of  the  Sol  Lesser  pic- 
ture, "Stage  Door  Canteen,"  tomor- 
row just  after  midnight  at  the  Capi- 
tol Theater  where  the  picture  has 
its  New  York  premiere  on  Thursday. 
Joseph  Vogel,  Loew's  vice-prexy,  ar- 
rived  for   the   screening. 

Halt  Bank  Night  at  the 
Parthenon,  Hammond,  Ind. ! 


Chicago  —  County    officials    have 

halted  ■  Bank  Night  at  Warners' 
Parthenon  Theater,  Hammond,  Ind., 
of  which  Harry  Mintz  is  manager. 
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H  The  Broadway  Parade  SI 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

The    Human    Comedy     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — 17th    week Astor 

Mission    to    Moscow    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 8th    week Hollywood 

The    More    the    Merrier    (Columbia    iPictures) — 6th    week Music    Hall 

Action    in    the    North    Atlantic    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 5th    week Strand 

Five    Graves    to    Cairo     (Paramount    Pictures)— 4th    week Paramount 

Cabin    in    the    Sky     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer    Pictures — 4th    week Criterion 

Bataan      (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer      Pictures) — 3rd      week Capitol 

Mr.    Big    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd    week Globe 

Spitfire    (RKO    Radio-Sam    Goldwyn-Leslie    Howard) — 2nd    week Rivoli 

Aerial    Gunner    (Paramount    Pictures) Rialto 

Coney     Island      (Twentieth     Century-Fox) Roxy 

Rhythm     Parade     (Monogram     Pictures) Abbey 

Crash    Dive     (Twentieth    Century-Fpx)     (a-b) Palace 

Sarong    Girl     (Monogram     Pictures)      (a) Palace 

Days  of  Old  Cheyenne    (Republic  Pictures — Last  day    (a) New  York 

Wings  Over   the    Pacific    (Monogram    Pictures) — last  day    (a) New    York 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The     Russian     Story     (Artkino     Pictures) — 3rd    week Stanley 

Guadalajara     (Maya     Films) — 2nd    week.......... World 

Simon  Bolivar   (Mr.   Ehrenreight) Belmont 

Destino      de      Donna      (a) World 

Al     Buio     Insieme     (a) World 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Stage    Door    Canteen     (United    Artists-Sol    Lesser) — June    24 Capitol 

Dixie     (Paramount     Pictures) — June     23 Paramount 

The    Youngest    Profession     (Merto-Goldwyn-Mayer     Pictures) Music     Hall 

Bombardier    ( RKO    Radio    Pictures) Criterion 

Background    to    Danger     (Warner     Bros.     Pictures) — July    2 Strand 

Best    Foot    Forward     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    Pictures) — June    29 Astor 

Stormy     Weather      (Twentieth      Century-Fox)      (c) Roxy 

White   Savage    (Universal    Pictures) — June   24    (a) Palace 

The    Oxbow    Incident    (Twentieth    Century-Fox). — June    24    (a-b) Palace 

The   Black   Raven    (Producer   Releasing  Corp.)— Opens   tomorrow    (a) New   York 

Santa    Fe   Trails    (Republic    Pictures) — Opens    tomorrow    (a) New    York 

(a)    Dual   bill.  (b)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    follows  current   bill 


Watch  Rank 

.  .  .  British  tycoon 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

market  will  be  exciting,  to  say  the  least. 
Under  such  and  other  circumstances, 
too  obvious  to  require  examination  here, 
American  film  companies  are  finding  the 
Rank  moves  of  direct  interest.  And  should 
Rank  subsequently  acquire  Associated 
British  and  thus  take  on  the  third  leading 
British  circuit,  well,  that  interest  would 
soar  like  the  mercury  on  an  August  day  on 
Broadway. 


20th-Fox  Disbands  Coast 
Exploitation  Department 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Special  service 
exploitation  department  which  was 
organized  in  April  at  the  20th-Fox 
studio  with  its  personnel  being  trans- 
ferred here  from  the  company's  home 
office,  has  been  disbanded  and  all 
members  have  returned  to  New 
York  with  exception  of  Max  Young- 
stein  who  was  assistant  to  Dick 
Condon,   head  of  the   department. 

Youngstein  has  decided  to  make 
his  home  in  California  but  it  is 
not  yet  known  whether  he  will  con- 
tinue with  20th-Fox. 


Rites  for  John  P.  Goring 
Held  on  Coast  Saturday 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
John  P.  Goring,  51,  who  died  of  a 
heart  attack,  were  held  Saturday 
at  the  Pierce  Brothers  Mortuary. 
The  body  will  be  sent  to  Logansport,; 
Ind.,   for   burial. 

Goring  was  a  pioneer  exploitation 
man  for  Famous  Players-Lasky 
Corp.,  and  was  general  manager! 
of  Paramount's  New  York  Theaters.! 
In  more  recent  years,  he  was  on 
the  Coast  and  at  one  time  managed! 
the  Forum  Theater  here. 


Dewey  Refuses  to  Call 
N.  Y.  City  Tax  Session 


Names  Boddy  Member 
of  Wage  Arbitration  Board 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — American  Arbitration 
Association  has  selected  Manchester 
Boddy,  newspaperman,  as  an  im- 
partial member  of  the  Producer- 
Screen  Actors  Guild  wage  arbitra- 
tion board. 


Albany — Governor  Dewey  in  a  let- 
ter sent  by  special  messenger  to1 
Mayor  La  Guardia  Friday  declined1 
to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  legis- 
lature to  authorize  new  taxes  for! 
the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Governor  said,  "If  at  any 
time  you  advise  me  that  the  City 
Council  has  voted  a  request  for  an 
extra  session  and  you  and  the  Coun- 
cil have  agreed  upon  a  program  of 
new  local  taxes,  I  shall  submit  the 
proposals  to  the  legislative  leaders 
immediatey." 


Reel  to  Cover  Morinigo  Visit 

Visits  of  General  Morinigo,  presi- 
dent of  Paraguay  in  Washington  and 
New  York  will  be  covered  by  Pan- 
American  Newsreel  which  produces 
weekly  issues  for  Venezuela,  Mexico, 
Paraguay  and  Cuba.  Nicholas  H„ 
Ruiz,  president  of  Pan-American 
company   covered  for  the  company. 


Empire  Executives  Deny 
306  Merger  Opposition 

Reports    that    there    was    strong 
opposition   within   the   Empire   pro- 
jectionists' union  ranks  to  the  pro- 
posed merger  with   Local  306  were 
denied  Friday  by  Empire  executives. 
They  said  no  opposition  had  devel- 1 
oped  and  that  the  membership  still  j 
believed  that  the  consolidated  wopW 
be   completed,   despite  recent  re1 
sals.  -w 
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RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

Jean  Joel 

ARTHUR  McCREA 

in  George  Stevens' 


Charles 
COBURN 


THE  MORE  THE  MERRIER 


Directed  by  George  Stevens — A  Columbia  Picture 

Gala  Stage   Revue    e    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 
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GEORGE  MONTGOMERY*  CESAR  ROMERO 
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Frank  Sinatra 
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and  her  orchestra 
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ATS  WALLER -NICHOLAS  BROTHERS 


ADA  BROWN  •  DOOLEY  WILSON 
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Directed  by  Andrew  Stone  •  Produced  by  William 
Le  Baron  •  Screen  Play  by  Frederick  Jackson 
and  Ted   Koehler       •      Adaptation   by  H.  S.  Kraft 
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ienate  May  Restore 
IWI  Domestic  Branch 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

[  ate  opponents  of  the  agency  to  whit- 
tle down  further  the  $5,500,000  pro- 
i  i\  ided    for    the    domestic    branch    in 

Ehe   House   Appropriations    Commit- 
ee  report. 
A  completely  disorganized  Demo- 
[  ccatic   representation   in   the   House 
_quickly  before  the  onslaught  of 
il    the   Republicans   and   a   large 
Jgroup  of  Southern  Democrats.     The 
pRepublicans  voted  solidly — with  two 
[  exceptions — for  the   Starnes  amend- 
ment, while  at  least  a  dozen  Demo- 
crats supported  the  Alabaman. 

The  two  exceptions  on   the   GOP 

side    were    Rep.    John    Taber,    New 

York,    ranking    Republican    on    the 

Appropriations     Committee     and     a 

I  bitter  foe  of  OWI,  and  Richard   B. 

IjWigglesworth  of  Massachusetts. 

Starnes   told   the   House   that  the 
Ivery  existence  of  the  OWI  domestic 
loranch  was  an  insult  to  the  Amer- 
ican  people.      The   public    has   paid 
[over   $300,000,000,000   for  this   war, 
le  said,  and  has  the  world's  greatest 
)ress  providing  them  with  the  facts. 
[t  is  an  insult  to  foster  upon  them 
the   propaganda   issuing  from    OWI 
;hrough  the  press,  through  radio  and 
:hrough  the  movies. 

Questioned  by  Rep.  Clifton  Wood- 
rum,  Virginia  Democrat,  Starnes  de- 
:lared  that  the  co-ordination  and  tim- 
b  ng  of  military  news  release  should 
joe  handled  by  the  office   of  censor- 
ship. 

Rep.    Emanuel    Celler,    New   York 

|}Democrat,  declared  that  passage  of 

;he    Starnes    amendment    would    be 

1  -sabotage  of  all  the  fine  work  done 

by  OWI.     The  country  still  doesn't 

-enow  as  well  as  it  should  what  the 

I  war  is  all  about,  he  said,  and  OWI 

s  needed  to  tell  the  people — through 

lie   media. 

Appropriations    Committee   Chair- 
nan     Clarence     Cannon,     Missouri, 
read  a  telegram  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  issue  which  he  had  re- 
ceived   from    Will     Hays,     MPPDA 
liead,    supporting    the    OWI    motion 
loicture   bureau. 


Gordon's  Mother  Stricken 

Dallas— Mrs.  Sol  E.  Gordon, 
nother  of  Julius  Gordon  of  the  Jef- 
ferson circuit  is  dead  at  Beaumont, 
'rom  a  heart  attack. 


Ralph    Block  Solly    Kann 

Jane    Russell  Ben    Piazza 

Helen   Costello 


•  •      •     SIDELINE  OBSERVATIONS It  looks  as  if  Mao  Questel. 

whose  voice  was  that  of  Betty  Boop  in  the  Paramount  cartoons,  will 
portray  Miss  Duffy  in  the  Skirball-Spitz  picture  based  on  the  "Duffy" 
radio  show.  .  .  •  Heard  in  the  Film  Center  Bldg.:  "How's  business?" 
......  "I'm  mopping  up  every  night — can't  get  a  janitor".  .  .  •  Exhibi- 
tors playing  Warners'  Technicolor  short  "Rover's  Rangers"  will  have  the 
co-operation  of  Dogs  for  Defense.  Inc.,  which  is  recruiting  dogs  for 
service  in  the  armed  forces and  National  Screen  Service  is  supply- 
ing a  50-word  trailer  for  all  prints.  .  .  •  Grosset  &  Dunlap  will  reissue 
"The  Constant  Nymph"  in  book  form  coincident  with  the  release  of  the 
Warner  picture.  .  .  •  Down  Mississippi  way,  Ernest  W.  Clinton,  who 
runs  theaters  in  Monticello,  is  campaign  manager  for  Chairman  Hiram 
J.  Patterson  who  is  running  for  re-election  to  the  state  highway  com- 
mission                          T  T  T 

•  •  •  MRS.  FRANK  R.  ANDERSON,  organizer  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Council  of  Greater  Cleveland,  has  been  elected  for  a  third 
term.  .  .  •  Vincent  Trotta,  Jr.,  has  completed  his  boot  training 
at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Station  at  Sampson,  N.  Y.,  and  now  goes  to  the 
Navy  Pier  in  Chicago  for  an  aerial  gunnery  course.  .  .  •  "Business 
as  usual"  was  the  motto  of  Edward  L.  Reed  last  week  when  he  started 
his  2&th   year  as   manager  of   the  Strand    Theater  in  Providence.   .   . 

•  Jack  Burnett,  Movietonews  cameraman  who  was  the  first  American 
to  land  on  the  island  of  Pantelleria  so  he  could  photograph  the  landing 
of  troops,  was  a  guest  on  the  "We  the  People"  program  yesterday, 
broadcasting  from  Algiers.  .  .  •  The  Army  camp  at  Shenango,  Pa., 
is  going  to  have  its  recreation  room  furnished  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
benefit  given  by  the  Ladies'  Theatrical  Club  at  the  Pittsburgh  Variety 
Club  where  $1,000  was  raised.  .  .  •  Bob  Boehnel  of  RKO  is  vaca- 
tioning  Ditto   Doris   Sander  of   the   same   company.    .   .     #    The 

motion  picture  industry's  co-operation  and  service  in  the  war  effort 
is  the  subject  of  the  current  article  released  by  the  National  Industrial 
Information    Committee,    sponsored    by    the    National   Association    of 

Manufacturers Article  is  in  the  form  of  a  special  supplement  to 

the  Industrial   Press  Service. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  GEORGE  W.  TRENDLE,  former  head  of  United  Detroit  The- 
aters, has  been  elected  treasurer  of  the  Huron-Clinton  Parkway  Au- 
thority, major  regional  planning  body.  .  .  •  William  B.  Jaffe,  promi- 
nent pic  biz  attorney,  has  just  concluded  a  deal  whereby  Armin  L. 
Robinson    will    produce    for   E.    B.    Morris    a   comedy   of   American    life, 

"Friendly   Neighbor" 'Twill   make   its   bow   this   autumn,   according 

to  current  plans.  .  .     •  You  gotta  hand  it  to  Bob  Hope ......  During  the 

past  year  the  sprightly  young  man  turned  down  upwards  of  a  half 
million  smackers  in  order  to  make  appearances  at  U.  S.  Army  camps 

to  entertain  the  boys Bob's  brother.  Jack,  who  "makes  book"  for 

the    comedian   from    the    standpoint   of    contracts    and   appearances,   is 

Phil  M.'s  source  of   the  info Well,  maybe  Bob  figures  that  if  he 

didn't  make  any  coin  at  all.  he'd  still  have  Jack.  .  .  •  OWI-WAC's 
latest  reel  is  "Message  From  Malta,"  the  film  record  of  the  tiny  isle 
withstanding  for  three  solid  years  a  total  of  more'n  3.000  air  raids  by 

the  Axis Pic  is  loaded  with  interest  (and  awe)  for  picgoers,  what 

with  the  same  isle  now  about  to  get  its  revenge  on  the  Nazis  and 
Fascists Thanks  to  Billy  Friedberg  of  OWI  for  the  opportunity  to 

T            T            ▼ 
lamp   "Message   From   Malta"    and   also    the   new   OWI-WAC   offering, 
"War  Town,"  which  recounts  the   grand  job  Uncle  Sam  is   doing  via 
providing  decent  housing  for  war  workers, — in  this  instance  the  gallant 
builders  of  ships  down  Mobile,  Ala.,  way 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


COmiRG  and  GOIIKi 


(AMES  R.  GRAINGER  returned  to  New  York 
from    Chicago   Saturday. 

MORT  SINGER  returned  to  Chicago  Friday 
from   New   York. 

VICTOR  JORY  has  arrived  from  the  Coast 
and   is  staying  at  the  Warwick. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Eastern  publicity  mana- 
ger for  Warners,  is  in  Boston  today  for  the 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  screening-luncheon  with 
Walter  Duranty  as  the  speaker. 

IRVING  YERGIN  of  Warners  special  events 
staff   left   over   the   week-end   for  Columbus,   O. 

ED    RAFTERY    left    for    the    Coast    over    the 

week-end. 

BETTY   CRABLE    leaves    for    Hollywood    today. 

IRVING  MAAS,  assistant  foreign  manager 
of  20rh-Fox,  returns  today  from  a  six-week  tour 
of    Central    and    South    America. 

ALEC  MOSS  left  Washington  yesterday  for 
the    Coast. 

NAT  LEVY,  RKO  'Eastern  division  manager, 
left  Friday  on  a  tour  of  his  branches  and  will 
be  gone  two  weeks. 

WILLIAM   CAXTON   left  for  the  Coast  Friday 

to   report  at  Columbia   for  "Tropicana." 

CLAUDETTE  COLBERT  is  in  town  for  a  vaca- 
tion. 


Cole  Has  Plan  to  Peg 
Jobs  at  War's  Close 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

have  asked  him  to  send  architects 
at  once. 

"Planning  now  to  forestall  de- 
pression and  assure  prosperity 
through  employment  income  to  30,- 
000,000  men  and  women  who  will  be 
released  from  the  Army  and  war 
work  is  not  the  exclusive  job  of  top 
industrialists,"  Col.  Cole  advised  his 
members.  "To  be  ready  with  plans 
for  an  investment  of  from  $1,000 
to  $25,000 — not  how  little  we  may 
invest  but  how  wisely  we  may  in- 
vest our  maximum — will  enable  us 
little  fellows  to  integrate  our  money 
and  efforts  into  some  major  national 
plan,  to  do  our  duty  and  to  show  our 
long  range  business  judgment.  Cer- 
tainly the  efforts  and  investments 
of  thousands  of  small  exhibitors  will 
have  a  telling  effect  on  the  general 
economy." 

The  Phil  Isley  and  H.  S.  Leon 
circuits  were  among  the  first  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  plan. 


Industry  Cavalcade 
Scheduled  by  iff -G-M 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — A  cavalcade  of  the 
motion  picture  industry's  first  50 
years  will  be  produced  by  M-G-M. 
Dore  Schary  will  produce  the  feature 
which  will  start  with  the  nickel- 
odeon days  and  carry  through  to  the 
present.  Via  clips  from  pictures 
of  other  years,  a  large  cast  of  film- 
dom  greats  will  be  assembled  for  the 
film,  intended  to  immortalize  the 
story  of  the  motion  picture's  ac- 
complishments. 
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PORTLAND,  MAINE 

'One  of  the  most  valuable  of  my  reference 
books." 

RICHARD  H.  WOODBURY 
Sunday  Telegram 

PORTLAND,  MAINE 

'Complete  and  interesting." 

MRS.  ANABELLE  POLLARD 
Press-Herald-Express 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

'A  great  help  in  broadcasting  the  news  of 
.  Hollywood." 

MARY  RUTH 
WORL 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 

'We  use  this  publication  a  great  deal  here." 

MAE  TINEE 
Tribune 

ABERDEEN,  SOUTH  DAKOTA 

'A  general  improvement." 

FRANCIS  C.   PATTEN 
American-News 

SALISBURY,  MARYLAND 

'Complete  and  comprehensive." 

LONNY  STARR 
WBOC 

HANNIBAL,  MISSOURI 

"Wonderful  addition  to  my  library." 

BETTY  JEHANE  HUSTON 
KHMO 

CAMDEN,  ARKANSAS 

"It  is  my  'showman's  Bible'." 

ALFRED  W.  ROSE 
News 

SPARTANBURG,  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

"Think  it  is  swell." 

ERNEST  K.  HALL 
Herald 

PORTSMOUTH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

"Will  prove  its  value  many  times." 

RICHARD  H.  HARTFORD 
Herald 

LAREDO,  TEXAS 

""Jammed  full  of  mighty  good  stuff." 

GEORGE   DAY 
KPAB 

DOTHAN,  ALABAMA 

'A  most  comprehensive  edition." 

HARRISBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA 

l' 'Superlative  edition  for  source  material  and 


reference.' 


WILLIAM  P.  BLITHERS 
Telegraph 


OSKALOOSA,  IOWA 

'Contains  much  >of  interest." 

C.  D.  FOEHLINGER 
Herald 


LYNCHBURG,  VIRGINIA 

"Information   contained   therein  indispensa- 
ble." 

CLAUDE  E.  TAYLOR 
WLVA 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 

"It  will  be  cherished  for  years — like  a  city 
directory." 

MICHAEL  ZANDAN 
Free    Press 

BOONE,  IOWA 

"It  is  filled  with  interesting  data." 

IRMA  I.  MASTERSON 
News-Republican 

KENOSHA,  WISCONSIN 

"A   tremendous  amount  of  information." 

SUZANNE  KOELBEL 
Evening  News 

AUGUSTA,  GEORGIA 

"Looking  forward  to  finding  it  a  great  help 
in  my  broadcasts." 

BENJAMIN   P.   LUCAS 
WRDW 

LEXINGTON,  KENTUCKY 

"A  useful  addition  to  my  reference  library." 

DICK  C.  FERGUSON 
Herald-Leader 

SOUTH  BEND,  INDIANA 

"Delighted  with  the  scope  of  its  information." 

SARAH   LOCKERBIE 
Tribune 

LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK 

"One  of  your  best  and  most  distinctive  edi- 
tions." 

HELEN  WATERS 
Daily  Advocate 

DAVENPORT,  IOWA 

"A  great  deal  of  useful  and  interesting  infor- 
mation." 

REX  J.  BALLARD 
Daily  Times 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

"About  as  vital  to  our  operation  as  anything 
I  can  think   of." 

PETER  BELLAMY 
News 

GREENVILLE,  TEXAS 

"A  very  helpful  reference  in  our  work." 

MISS  OLLIE  COON 
Evening  Banner 

LONGVIEW,  WASHINGTON 

"Splendid." 

GORDON   M.  QUARNSTROM 
Daily  News 

KNOXVILLE,  TENNESSEE 

"Of  rare  value." 

MALCOLM   MILLER 
Journal 
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BINGHAMTON,  NEW  YORK 

business  deals 

"You  once  more  have  done  the  impossible , 

an  get   along 

improved  on  the  Year  Book  of  a  year  ago." 

P.  WALTER  HANAN 

CARROLL  DULANEY 

Press 

News-Post,  Sunday  American 

CHARLOTTE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

"A    useful  addition." 

RALPH  SPRINKLE 

r    "'  '      '  ~"     5 

The  News 

: — r 

PEORIA,  ILLINOIS 

"Invaluable." 

R.  M.  SHEPERDSON 

Journal-Transcript 
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OMAHA,  NEBRASKA 

"The  book  without  which  we  could  hardly 
operate    some    days." 

JACK  RACHMAN 
The    World-Herald 

LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 

"Is  really  a  dandy." 

A.   A.    DAUGHERTY 
Times 

NEW  YORK,  NEW  YORK 

"Indispensable." 

ANNETTE  BELLINGER 
Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 

NASHUA,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

"Office  required  reading  by  the  staff  here." 

MARJORIE  deLONG 
Telegraph 

TAMPA,  FLORIDA 

"A  complete  volume." 

LUCIE  LEE  MARSH 
Daily  Times 

PLAINVIEW,  TEXAS 

"Most  complete." 

E.  B.  MILLER 
Herald-News 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLORADO 

"Up  to  the  usual  high  standard." 

WALTER  WALKER 
Daily  Sentinel 

HURON, SOUTH  DAKOTA 

"Especially  well  assembled." 

EVELYN   HARTNAGEL 
Evening  Huronite 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 

"Invaluable." 

JILL  JACKSON 
WWL 

MERIDAN,   MISSISSIPPI 

"Ascends  new  heights." 

W.  LOUIE  ELLISON 
Star 

INTERNATIONAL  FALLS,  MINNESOTA 

"A  fine  edition." 

HARRIET  LLOYD 
Daily  Journal 


PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA 

"Wouldn't   know  how  to  get  along  with- 
out it." 

MILDRED  MARTIN 
Enquirer 

SAGINAW,    MICH. 

"The  most  impressive  yet." 

FRANK  G.  SCHMIDT 
The   News 

GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLORADO 

"Outstanding." 

CHARLOTTE  FISHER 
Daily  Sentinel 

WATERTOWN,  WISCONSIN 

"Of  great  value." 

CLARENCE  H.  WITTER 
Daily  Times 

RIVERSIDE,  CALIFORNIA 

"Most  comprehensive." 

CLARE   RUSSELL  ATWATER 
Daily  Press 

CANTON,  OHIO 

"Answers  all  the  questions." 

DENNIS  R.  SMITH 
Repository 

NEW  YORK,  NEW  YORK 

"It's  a  bang-up  job." 

LARRY   REID 
Motion   Picture   Magazine 

CEDAR  CITY,  UTAH 

"A  great  deal  of  material." 

HURSCHELL  URIE 
KSUB 

EVANSVILLE,  INDIANA 

"A  handsome  hunk  of  book." 

LEAH  BODINE  DRAKE 
Courier 

MUSKOGEE,  OKLAHOMA 

"Informative  and  interesting." 

LOWELL  CLARK 
KBIX 

ORLANDO,  FLORIDA 

"Beautiful  and  helpful  edition." 

SALLY  MARTIN 
WDBO 

PROVIDENCE,  RHODE   ISLAND 

"/  have  it  on  my  desk  all  the  time." 

PAUL  B.  HOWLAND 
Sunday    Journal 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASHINGTON 

"Definitely  usable,  comprehensive  and  sur- 
prisingly all  inclusive." 

MRS.  IRIS  L.  MYERS 
Union-Bulletin 

BRIDGEPORT,  CONNECTICUT 

"Constantly  helpful." 

LEO    MILLER 
Herald 
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100  Films  Coming 
From  Mex.  Studios 


Studios  in  Mexico  will  make  in  the 
neighborhood  of  100  pictures  this 
year,  approximately  twice  the  num- 
ber made  in  1942,  according  to  Nor- 
ton Ritchey,  Monogram's  foreign 
manager,  who  returned  recently 
from  a  visit  to  Mexico,  Panama  and 
Venezuela.  Mexican  production  defi- 
nitely is  booming,  Ritchey  said, 
adding  that  the  pictures  are  getting 
top  playing  time,  causing  deep  con- 
cern among  American  distributors. 

Ritchey  said,  however,  that  he  was 
taking  a  "long  range  viewpoint"  of 
the  progress  made  by  the  Mexican 
studios.  While  the  competition  now 
is  keen  and  native  pictures  have 
been  making  strong  inroads  into 
the  market,  the  final  result  will  be 
to  the  benefit  of  all.  Since  Mexico 
started  producing  good  pictures,  at- 
tendance has  been  stimulated  and 
new  theaters  have  and  are  being 
built  throughout  the  republic,  thus 
eventually  widening  the  market  for 
American  pictures. 

Two  companies,  Clasa  and  Film 
Mundiales,  are  among  the  strong- 
est studios,  both  financed  by  the 
same  banking  house.  The  former 
plans  20  pictures  for  this  year, 
while  the  latter  is  down  for  at  least 
12.  All  the  studios  appear  to  have 
plenty  of  money  for  production, 
Ritchey  said. 

Theater  business  in  both  Panama 
and  Mexico  is  record-breaking, 
Ritchey  said,  declaring  there  were 
not  enough  seats  to  accommodate 
the  crowds. 


HOLLYWOOD  OIOESL 


SIGNED 

MAXINE    FIFE,    termer,    Paramount. 
ERIC  ROLFE,   termer,  Columbia. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

RUDOLPH  JOSEPH,  associate  producer,  "The 
Moon,  Their  Mistress,"  Angelus  for  United 
Artists. 

JOHN  CORNELL,  screenplay,  "Jive  Junction," 
Atlantis    for    PRC. 

JOHN  MURRAY  ANDERSON,  water  ballet  se- 
quences,   "Mr.    Co-ed,"    M-C-M. 

DELMAR  DAVES,  director,  "Destination  Tokyo," 
Warners. 

STEVE  SEKELY,  director,  "Hitler's  Women," 
Monogram. 

HOUSTON  BRANCH,  screenplay,  Hitler's  Wo- 
men,"   Monogram. 

CASTINGS 

TALLULAH  BANKHEAD,  "Life  Boat,"  Uni- 
versal; CLAUDETTE  COLBERT,  "Since  You  Went 
Away,"  M-G-M;  PAT  O'BRIEN,  "Having  Won- 
derful Crime,"  RKO;  LON  CHANEY  and  CALE 
SONDERCAARD,  "Calling  Dr.  Death,"  Universal; 
CARY  GRANT,  "Destination  Tokyo,"  Warners' 
NANCY  COLEMAN,  "In  Our  Time,"  Warners; 
.'AMES  MILLICAN,  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell," 
Paramount;  MAXINE  FIFE,  "Henry  Aldrich's 
Little  Secret,"  Paramount;  CRANT  MITCHELL, 
"Conflict,"  Warners;  KEYE  LUKE,  "Blonde 
Trouble,"  M-C-M;  JOHN  WARBURTON  and 
MARGARET  ADDEN,  "The  White  Cliffs  of 
Jover,"     M-G-M;    HARRY    JAMES    AND    ORK., 


"Mr.  Co-ed,"   M-G-M. 

SONNY  TUFTS,  "Government  Girl,"  RKO; 
MAUREEN  O'HARA  and  RAY  MILLAND,  "To- 
morrow's Harvest,"  Paramount;  LYNN  MERRICK, 
"Doughboys  in  Ireland,"  Columbia;  HAZEL 
SCOTT,  "Broadway  Rhythm,"  M-G-M;  JOSEPH 
COTTEN,  "For  Us  the  Living,"  David  O.  Selz- 
nick;  JOHN  GARFIELD  and  JOHN  R1DGELY, 
"Destination  Tokyo,"  Warners;  ELLEN  HALL, 
"Outlaws    of    Stampede    Pass,"    Monogram. 

STORY  PURCHASES 

"Inner   Sanctum"    radio   series    title,    Universal. 
CRAIG      RICE's      "Having      Wonderful      Crime," 

RKO. 
H.   R.   HAYS'   "Stranger  on   the  Highway,"  20th- 

Fox. 
NELSON    BOND'S   "Mystery   Staircase,"   Republic. 

REOPTIONED 

OLIVER     DRAKE,     producer-writer,     seven     more 

Westerns,     Universal. 
RUDOLF  H    JOSEPH,    associate    producer,    Angelus 

for    U.    S.    release. 

SCHEDULED 

"Hip,    Hip,    Hooray,"    producer,    JOHN    CRANT, 

Universal. 
"Tomorrow's      Harvest,"     based     on     unproduced 

plays   by   ALFRED   MAURY,    Paramount. 
"For    Us    the    Living,"    from    STEPHEN    LONG- 

STREET's     novel,     "The      Land      I      Love,' 

David  O.   Selznick. 


D  of  J  Won't  Refuse 
To  Hear  Just  Plaints 


Vandals  Operating  In 
Downtown  Newark  Houses 


Warners  to  Tradeshow 
"The  Constant  Nymph' 


f 


National  tradeshowing  of  War- 
ners' "The  Constant  Nymph"  has 
been  set  for  June  28,  it  is  announced 
by  Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales 
manager. 

Pic  is  being  placed  on  the  general 
release  schedule  for  this  Summer. 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


DONALD  BAECHER,  manager,  Genessee,  Buffalo. 

GERALD  WESTERGREN,  director,  advertising- 
publicity,    Basil   Circuit,   Buffalo. 

EARL  ARNOLD,   manager,   Diana,   Medina,   N.  Y. 

FRANCIS  ANDERSON,  acting  manager,  Century, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

CHARLES  J.  WALL,  manager,  Radio  Theater, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

CURTIS  H.  MILLER,  manager,  Victory,  Tampa, 
Fla. 

CLIFFORD  GUNNETT,  manager,  Queen,  Wilming- 
ton,  Del. 

DAVE    KANE,    manager,    Garrick,    St.    Louis. 

W.  B.  JACOBY,  manager,  State,  Altoona,  Pa. 

S.  KUNITZKY,  booker,  United  Artists,  Mon- 
treal. 

ARVID  R.  KANTOR,  manager,  National  Screen 
Service,   Detroit. 

MARVIN  SHIPMAN,  manager,  Cinema  Theater, 
Detroit. 

.J.  HAROLD  BOOTH,  vice-president,  Bell  & 
Howell    Co.,   Chicago. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

downtown  houses  as  well,  estimated 
damages  of  its  handiwork  conser- 
vatively runs  into  the  thousands. 

In  one  theater  the  upholstery  on 
the  backs  of  16  chairs  was  ripped 
almost  beyond  repair  in  a  single 
night.  In  the  same  theater,  a  weigh- 
ing machine  was  thrown  completely 
out  of  order,  necessitating  new  locks 
and  indicator.  Damage  here,  the 
manager  points  out,  is  all  the  more 
paradoxical  inasmuch  as  the  theater 
is  one  of  the  larger  downtown  houses. 

At  Warners'  Branford,  a  policy  of 
not  admitting  boys  under  16,  singly 
or  in  groups,  is  being  strictly  ad- 
hered to.  At  another  of  the  first- 
runs,  two  special  policemen  in  uni- 
form have  been  hired  to  patrol  those 
sections  of  the  theaters  where  the 
boys  are  more  apt  to  congregate. 
Other  managers,  however,  with  an 
eye  to  future  business,  keep  trying 
to  temporize  with  the  problem  with 
little  or  no  success. 


Music  Hall  Wins  $1,079 
Tax  Action  Over  Talent 


Federal  Judge  Simon  H.  Rifkind 
on  Friday  in  N.  Y.  Federal  court 
entered  $1,079  against  the  U.  S. 
Government  in  favor  of  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  Corp.,  which  had 
sued  to  recover  taxes  paid  under 
protest  in  1939. 

The  Music  Hall,  in  paying  the 
taxes,  had  claimed  that  feature  acts 
bi  ought  in  by  the  management  were 
not  taxable  because  they  were,  "in- 
dependent contractors,"  and  not  em- 
ployes of  the  corporation. 

The  action  was  dismissed  in  N.  Y. 
Federal  court,  upon  appeal,  reversed 
by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
which  upheld  the  Music  Hall  con- 
tention. 


Texas  War  Plant  Towns  Hit 
By  Theater  Hoodlumism 

Dallas  —  Hoodlumism  is  affecting 
Texas  theaters  mainly  in  the  war 
production  areas,  a  survey  of  cir- 
cuits indicates.  A  variety  of  con- 
trol methods  are  being  used  but  with 
varying  success. 

R  &  R-United  has  discontinued 
special  midnight  shows  in  Corpus 
Christi,  according  to  Don  Douglas, 
but  is  keeping  box-offices  open  later 
in  the  evening.  This  is  similar  to 
the  plan  fostered  by  Interstate  in 
Dallas. 

Lynn  Stocker,  of  the  R.  E.  Grif- 
fith circuit,  stated  that  balconies 
have  been  closed,  with  attendance 
restricted  to  ground  floors  and  strict 


watchfulness  maintained  to  keep  or- 
der. 

Martin  Cole,  Cole  Circuit,  Rosen- 
berg, said  he  has  made  arrangements 
with  Boy  Scouts  to  police  and  re- 
port on  disturbances  in  his  houses, 
with  real  success. 

Johnny  Long,  Long  Circuit,  Bay 
City,  found  the  problem  constant 
and  requiring  special  services  to 
supervise. 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

although  the  Department  is  hoping 
to  check  many  current  distribution 
practices  through  its  action  in  No- 
vember at  the  end  of  the  trial  period 
of  the  New  York  consent  decree, 
there  is  no  actual  policy  against  ac- 
tion in  any  other  locality.  s^^ 

Wright's  attitude  is  that  mosf 
the  complaints  he  has  heard  thus  rW 
are  matters  which  can  be  corrected 
through  the  New  York  action,  which 
binds  throughout  the  country.  He 
is  also  believed  to  feel  that  institu- 
tion of  legal  proceedings  in  other 
areas  will  in  most  cases  involve  time 
and  effort  that  might  better  be  ex- 
pended on  the  New  York  case.  A 
decision  in  the  New  York  case  might 
be  expected  every  bit  as  soon  as 
final  action  on  any  case  which  might 
be   brought   elsewhere  at  this   date. 

The  Department  has  not  flatly 
refused  action,  for  instance,  on  the 
complaint  of  Don  Guttman  of  North 
Central  Allied,  and  is  awaiting  with 
interest  a  brief  from  Guttman.  It 
is  doubtful,  however,  that  any  pur- 
pose would  be  served  by  bringing  a 
separate  cast  in  Minnesota,  since 
the  abuses  charged  would  probably 
be  corrected  by  the  New  York  de- 
cision. 

The  Department  is  as  interested  as 
ever  in  hearing  complaints  from 
other  exhibitor  groups,  since  all 
these  complaints  are  of  value  in  de- 
termining the  procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed  in  the   New  York  case. 


New  Orleans  Exchange 
For  Sack  Enterprises 


Hoodlumism.  Becoming  Worse 
In  Oregon,  Wash.  Houses 

Portland — Wave  of  hoodlumism 
in  Oregon  and  Washington  houses 
continues,  in  fact,  is  getting  worse. 
Latest  stunt  is  wanton  ignoring 
of  the  city's  no  smoking  ordinance. 
Capitol  and  Circle  Theaters  report 
that  "sneak  smokers"  are  daily 
found  throughout  the  houses  and, 
with  help  hard  to  get,  policing  is 
next  to  impossible. 

However,  patrons  at  the  four  Van- 
couver, Wash,  houses  hit  a  new  low. 
Managers  dub  them  "oakies";  it 
seems  they  have  never  been  "house 
broke"  and  that  plumbing  fixtures 
are  non-essential. 


Dallas — A  new  exchange  will  be 
installed  by  Sack  Amusement  Enter- 
prises in  New  Orleans  at  218  S.  Lib- 
erty St. 

Alfred  Sack  is  now  in  New  Orleans 
with  C.  E.  Lindsey,  formerly  booker ' 
in  the  Dallas  office,  who  will  be  the 
branch  manager.     Lindsey  formerly 
was  manager  in  Atlanta. 

Product  will  include  the  AFE 
franchise,  Columbia  re-issues,  and 
an  exclusive  line  of  Negro  cast  re- 
leases. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


MARIE  SLATKOSKE,  office  manager-head  book- 
er,  Monogram,   Des  Moines. 

VIRGINIA  D'ADDIO,  inspectress,  M-G-M,  New 
Haven. 

MRS.  H.  FLORIAN,  manager,  Strand,  Winsted, 
Conn. 

WANDA  deMUTH,  assistant  manager,  Paramount 
Theater,    Newport,    R.    I. 

IRENE  ECONOME,  chief  steno.-biller.  National 
Screen  Service,  Albany. 

JEAN    DOWNS,    cashier,    Republic,    Albany. 

INEZ  NORTHRUP,  stenographer,  United  Artists, 
St.    John. 

DOROTHY  MADSEN,  cashier,  United  Artists,  St. 
John. 
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Reeling  'Round-  - 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
it  will  probably  never  need.  A  series  of 
conferences  are  going  on  this  week,  with 
Hopper  trying  to  scale  down  these  re- 
quests. .  .  .  Army  requests  have  been 
pared  before,  and  the  top  Army  officers 
concerned  are  reported  to  be  much  more 
reasonable  in  their  attitude  than  their  un- 
derlings— some  of  whom  would  be  per- 
'y  happy  to  see  industry  allocations 
-  -  The  Army's  greatest  and  most  legi- 
timate need  is  for  X-ray  film,  and  next  ft 
that  the  Air  Force  could  probably  be  said 
to  have  top  priority.  Requests  for  X-ray 
and  Air  Force  film  will  probably  not 
be  cut  down  greatly,  but  the  dickering 
will  come  in  the  other  Army  requests.  .  .  . 
On  the  whole,  Hopper  was  quite  optimistic, 
and  made  it  plain  that  even  if  the  Army 
requests  were  granted  in  far  greater  pro- 
portions than  now  appears  probable,  there 
will  still  be  sufficient  film  so  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  cut  the  industry. 

•  • 

IACK  MAYNARD,  new  drama  editor  of 
■*  the  Washington  Times-Herald,  admitting 
his  dislike  for  "Mission  to  Moscow" — not 
on  political  grounds,  he  insists — makes  a 
point  for  the  picture  which  has  been  gen- 
erally overlooked.  .  .  .  "It  represents  an 
expedition,  however  turgid  and  faltering," 
he  wrote,  "into  adulthood  on  the  part 
of  movies  depicting  peoples  of  other 
countries.  ...  I  can  remember  a  time — 
and  not  so  long  ago,  either — when  a  Rus- 
sian was  one  of  two  things  to  me.  He 
was  a  roistering  Muscovite,  unduly  given  to 
singing  'Pale  Hands'  and  squatting  while 
shooting  his  legs  out  alternately  to  some 
obscure  sort  of  gypsy  music,  or  he  was 
a  furtive  character  with  a  bomb  the  size 
and  shape  of  a  grapefruit  in  either  hand, 
intent  on  nothing  short  of  insensate 
destruction. 

"I    got   that   from   the   movies." 

•  • 
kyjAYNARD  complained  about  the  type 
'"'  portrayals  of  Latin  Americans,  Nazis 
'merely  a  monocle,  a  crew  haircut  and  a 
sardonic  cruelty),  various  other  alien  peo- 
ples, calling  for  more  convincing  portrayals 
presenting  the  characters  as  individuals 
rather  than  as  prototypes  of  low  comedy 
characters.  .  .  .  We've  been  talking  about 
just  this  with  several  members  of  some 
of  the  Washington  Embassy  staffs,  and 
find  most  of  them  agreed  that  Hollywood  is 
doing  a  far  better  job  in  picturing  foreign 
peoples  than  was  the  case  a  few  years 
ago.  Although  there's  plenty  of  improve- 
ment yet  to  be  made,  it  was  their  feeling 
that  their  countrymen,  for  instance,  have 
been  far  more  credible  in  celluloid  during 
the  last  year  or  two  than  ever  before. 
They  seem  to  believe  that  when  this  war 
is  over  it  will  be  possible  for  intelligent 
audiences  in  foreign  countries  to  view  Holly- 
wood production  purporting  to  be  set  in 
their  land  and  take  these  films  seriously, 
rather  than  coming  away  offended  or 
laughing,  as  has  been  the  case  too  fre- 
quently in  the  past. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


REVIEWS  Of  n€UJ  FILMS 


Scranton,  Pa. — Ruth  Weber,  Com- 
erford  accounting  department,  was 
married  on  May  29  at  Montrose,  Pa., 
to  Cherles  Fetzer,  it  is  announced. 


"Colt  Comrades" 

with   William   Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Jay  Kirby, 

George  Reeves,  Gayle   Lord 
UA-Sherman  67  Mins. 

NEW  HOPALONG  CASSIDY  EPIC  PACKS 
PLENTY  OF  ACTION  TO  KEEP  OUTDOOR 
FANS  IN  FLUX. 

Literally  putting  "action"  in  "attraction" 
has  long  been  the  specialty  of  Producer  Har- 
ry Sherman,  ace  cactus  drama  maker.  This 
one  is  particularly  lively  and  exciting,  offer- 
ing a  solid  story  of  heroics,  punctuated  with 
copious  hoofbeats  and  the  barking  of  six 
shooters,  as  the  gray-maned  William  Boyd, 
most  convincing  of  the  coterie  of  prairie 
performers,  and  his  sidekicks,  Andy  Clyde 
and  Jay  Kirby,  bring  to  rapid  justice  the 
evil  Victor  Jory  and  his  henchmen. 

The  latter  start  the  hectic  happenings  by 
shooting  a  mail  robber  whom  Boyd  (Hopa- 
long  Cassidy)  and  his  aides  have  captured, 
and  on  whose  brow  rests  a  reward.  The 
Jory  mob's  reason  for  silencing  the  bandit 
emerges  bold  and  clear  at  the  film's  finale. 
In  the  interim,  Boyd  &  Co.  nabs  the  money 
reward,  in  which  the  lawless  gang  claims 
an  equity,  and,  as  settlement  of  the  dis- 
pute, invests  it  in  a  ranch  whose  mortgage 
is  held  by  Jory.  That's  where  most  of 
shooting  begins,  and,  for  that  matter,  ends. 

Jory  controls  the  valley's  water  supply, 
and  to  get  back  the  property  (and  also 
"get"  Boyd)  he  shuts  off  the  spill  dam,  thus 
assuring  death  to  his  rival's  cattle.  But 
Boyd  engineers  matters  so  that  Jory  is 
exposed  as  an  arch  crook,  with  the  result 
that  all  the  valley's  cattlemen  turn  on  this 
oppressor. 

As  is  characteristic  of  all  Sherman-fash- 
ioned westerns,  "Colt  Comrades"  has  eye- 
filling  scenery  and  ingeniously  selected  back- 
grounds. The  acting  is  solid,  and  so  are 
the  technical  aspects.  There's  consider- 
able humor,  too.  Outdoor  pic  devotees  will 
get  special  anatomical  cooling,  over  and 
above  the  theaters'  air  conditioning,  namely 
chilled   spines. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Jay 
Kirby,  George  Reeves,  Gayle  Lord,  Earl 
Hodg:ns,  Victor  Jory,  Douglas  Fowley,  Herb 
Rawlinson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Lewis  J.  Rachmil;  Direc- 
tor, Leslie  Selander;  Screenplay,  Michael 
Wilson;  Film  Editor,  Sherman  A.  Rose; 
Production  Manager,  Dick  Johnston;  Cam- 
eraman, Russell  Harlan;  Art  Director,  Ralph 
Berger. 

DIRECTION,  Dynamic.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,  Fine. 


Allied  Film  Exchange 
Acquired  by  Jack  Zide 

Detroit  —  Allied  Film  Exchange, 
local  independent  organization,  has 
been  sold  to  Jack  Zide,  former  Re- 
Dublic  salesman,  by  Harry  Vinton 
Gilbert,  former  owner,  in  a  deal  that 
has  been  pending  for  some  weeks. 
Deal  was  earlier  denied  bv  Gilbert, 
but  was  confirmed  here  to  The  Film 
Daily  as  finally  consummated,  by 
both  Zide  and  Gilbert. 


Fred  P.  Walter  Dies 

Detroit— Fred  P.  Walter,  81,  man- 
ager of  the  Jeffers  Theater  and  the 
Civic  Auditorium  at  Saginaw,  from 
1896  to  1937,  is  dead. 


'Get  Going' 


with    Grace    McDonald,    Robert    Paige, 

Vera  Vague 

Universal  60  Mins. 

LIGHT  PROGRAMMER  WITH  ENOUGH 
AMUSING  MOMENTS  TO  GET   BY. 

With  some  amusing  moments  scattered 
throughout  the  footage  of  what  otherwise 
is  a  routine  effort,  "Get  Going"  should 
entertain  folks  in  the  neighborhoods.  Story, 
such  as  it  is,  light  and  definitely  not 
mentally    taxing. 

Grace  McDonald  plays  the  part  of  a 
Vermont  girl  who  goes  to  Washington  in 
order  to  get  away  from  her  jealous  boy 
friend.  She  runs  into  the  housing  shortage 
but  manages  to  team  up  with  three  girls 
who  take  her  in  on  a  clothes  and  room 
sharing  arrangement.  Finding  work,  she 
makes  her  detective  boss  suspect  her  of 
espionage  in  order  to  get  dates  with  him. 
Eventually  the  boss  gets  wise  but  Grace 
redeems  herself  by  discovering  a  real  spy 
ring  and  helping  to  expose  it. 

A  more-than-usually  subdued  Vera  Vague 
plays  one  of  the  roomers,  managing  to  add 
a  number  of  laughs  to  the  proceedings. 
Acting  generally  is  routine  with  none  of 
the  players  given  much  opportunity  for 
histrionics.  Several  song  numbers  are  in- 
terspersed. 

CAST:  Grace  McDonald,  Robert  Paige, 
Vera  Vague,  Walter  Catlett,  Maureen 
Cannon,  Lois  Collier,  Milburn  Stone,  Frank 
Faylen,  Jennifer  Holt,  Nana  Bryant,  Claire 
Whitney,  Wally  Vernon. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William 
Cowan;  Director,  Jean  Yarbrough;  Original 
Screenplay,  Warren  Wilson;  Musical  Direc- 
tor, H.  J.  Salter;  Composers,  Milton  Rosen, 
Everett  Carter;  Supervising  Art  Director, 
John  Goodman;  Associate,  Harold  McAr- 
thur;  Sound  Supervisor,  Bernard  B.  Brown; 
Sound  Technician,  Charles  Carroll;  Set 
Decorations,  R.  A.  Gausman,  A.  J.  Gilmore; 
Cameraman,  George  Robinson;  Film  Editor, 
Ray  Snyder. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Prove  Job  Essential,  Order 
To  Married  Chi.  Pix  Men 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
dustry  have  been  ordered  to  appear 
before   their   draft  boards   to   prove' 
that  their  jobs  are  essential  to  the! 
war  effort.  j 


Clarification  of  rules  governing 
over-age  and  married  film  men  isl 
still  being  awaited  from  Washing- 
ton. It  is  reported  that  a  divided1 
opinion  on  the  interpretation  in  one 
paragraph  of  the  directive  on  defer- 
rable occupations  has  caused  the  con-' 
troversy.  While  the  Essential  Ac- 
tivities Committee  of  the  War  Man-! 
power  Commission  has  promised  an 
early  statement  on  the  matter,  no| 
clarification  has  come  through  as! 
yet. 

Meanwhile,  the  four  New  Haven: 
film  men  who  were  ordered  to  geti 
"essential"  jobs  have  been  instructed 
to  stay  at  their  film  posts  until  fur-j 
ther  notice. 


Goefz  Quits  20th-Fox 
In  Month  for  Own  Co. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

tions,    Inc.,    but    has    completed    no 
distribution    arrangement    as    yet. 

No  official  announcements  has 
been  made  as  to  when  Col.  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  will  resume  his  duties  at 
the  studio,  but,  President  Spyros 
Skouras  is  expected  to  issue  a  state- 
ment shortly. 


Jury  Finds  for  Pathe  Cos. 
In  Frankel  $600,000  Suits 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  and  Pathe  Film 
Corp.  in  actions  for  nearly  $600,000 
brought  in  1941  by  Daniel  Frankel, 
formerly  salesmanager  of  the  com- 
panies. Frankel  asked  $531,915 
from  Pathe  Lab.  and  $29,400  from 
Pathe  Film.  Corp. 

Frankel  claimed  that  he  had 
initiated  the  Universal-Pathe  Lab- 
oratory contract  negotiations  which 
ultimately  resulted  in  a  contract  af- 
ter Universal  paid  off  the  million 
dollar  Consolidated  mortgage.  He 
also  made  claims  to  the  Monogram 
contract  and  the  London  Film  ac- 
count. 

The  defendants  were  represented 
by  Louis  Nizer  of  Phillips,  Nizer, 
Benjamin  &  Krim,  who  presented  as 
witnesses  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Na- 
than Blumberg,  Charles  D.  Prutz- 
man,  Adolph  Schimel,  Matthew  Fox, 
Capt.  Robert  S.  Benjamin,  Daniel 
Collins  of  Erpi,  O.  Henry  Briggs, 
Robert  Young  and  others.  Frankel 
was  represented  by  Winthrop,  Stim- 
son,  Putnam  &  Roberts. 

The  jury  upheld  the  defense  con- 
tention that  Frankel  had  not  rend- 
ered substantial  service  in  the  pro- 
curing of  the  contracts  and  that 
there  was  an  account  stated  by  his 
retention  of  monthly  statements 
during  the  period  of  his  employ- 
ment. 

Justice  Walter  charged  the  jury 
that  if  Briggs,  as  president  of  Pathe, 
had  not  asked  Frankel  to  withhold 
receiving  commissions  on  the  Mono- 
gram contract  as  Frankel  claimed, 
then  the  conduct  of  the  parties  over 
a  period  of  three  years  barred  his 
recovery.  He  also  charged  with  re- 
spect to  the  Universal  contract 
claim  that  there  must  be  a  causal 
connection  between  the  services  that 
Frankel  rendered  in  1939  and  the  ul- 
timate contract  which  was  consum- 
mated in  1940. 

Under  Frankel's  contract,  he  was 
entitled  to  various  commissions  if 
his  services  were  preponderant,  and 
lesser  commissions  if  they  were 
substantial. 

The  jury's  verdict  was  unanimous 
for  the  defendants  on  all  causes  of 
action, 


McGuidwin  Lost  in  Action 

Rochester — Lt.  Fred  McGuidwin  of 
the  Army  Air  Forces,  formerly  of 
the  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.,  has 
been  reported  missing  in  action. 
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Hays  Voices  Trade's  Support  of  OWI  Pix  Bureai 


No  Attempt  to  Dominate 
Industry  Operation,  Hays 
Tells  Congressional  Com. 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

"I  note  in  the  report  on  the 
hearings  of  your  committee  on 
the  War  Agencies  Appropria- 
tions Bill  the  inclusion  of  cer- 
tain criticisms  of  the  Office  of 
War  Information  as  they  relate 
to  the  motion  picture  industry. 
The  effect  of  this  is  to  suggest 
that  OWI  has  attempted  to  un- 
duly influence  the  content  of 
American   motion   pictures. 

"I  speak  from  the  best  of  in- 
formation when  I  say  that  this 
view  is  not  that  of  the  industry. 
We  have  been  greatly  pleased 
by  the  understanding  shown  by 
the  Bureau  of  Motion  Pictures 
of  the  OWI  and  by  the  complete 
lack  of  any  effort  on  its  part 
to  dominate  our  operation.  The 
industry  on  its  own  initiative 
offered  to  co-operate  complete- 
ly with  the  Government  in  the 
war  effort,  arid  the  Bureau  of 
Motion  Picures  of  the  OWI  has 
aided  our  efforts  to  make  our 
co-operation  one  hundred  per 
cent  effective. 

"I  know  the  motion  picture 
industry's  feeling  is  one  of  genu- 
ine appreciation  for  the  service 
being  rendered  to  the  indus- 
try." 

Members  of  the  House  Appropria- 
tions committee  dealt  rather  harshly 
with  Walter  Wanger's  article  on  the 
OWI  motion  picture  activities,  which 
appeared  in  the  current  issue  of  Pub- 
lic Opinion  Quarterly.  During  the 
OWI  budget  hearings  in  May  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Wanger 
article  was  read  into  the  record  by 
ranking  Republican  Committeeman 
John  Taber. 

Wanger  charged  that  OWI's  pic- 
ture section  was  being  handled  for 
the  most  part  by  people  with  no 
previous  experience  or  very  slight 
previous  experience  in  the  motion 
picture  game.  OWI  has,  Wanger 
wrote,  "entrusted  the  full  sweep  of 
war  power  and  the  intangible  but 
strong  leverage  of  the  desire  to 
producer  shares  with  all  citizens  to 
be  a  patriot,  to  gentlemen  with  no 
previous    film   experience. 

"An  inevitable  result  is  that  pro- 
ducers are  continually  urged,  under 
pressure  to  make  so-called  propa- 
ganda pictures  that  can  effect  no 
purpose  except  to  empty  theaters. 
Some  that  we  have  been  prevailed 
upon,  reluctantly,  to  film  are  among 
the  world's  dullest." 

Wanger  Wrong,  Says  Davies 
Wanger  is  an  old  friend  of  his, 
said  OWI  director  Elmer  Davis,  "but 
I  thing  he  is  wrong  about  this.  .  . 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for 
Mr.  Wanger  individually,  but  I  think 
he  is  all  wrong  in  what  he  imputes 
about  us  and  our  policy.  He  prac- 
tically says  that  all  OWI  should  do 
is  say  to  the  industry  'We  want  you 


MELLETT  SILENT  ON  OWI  PLANS 

Motion  Picture  Bureau  Employes  Feel  Certain  That  OWI 
Production  Is  At  An  End 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM  'DAILY 

Washington  —  Lowell  Mellett  re- 
fused at  the  week-end  to  add  any- 
thing to  his  statement  of  Thursday 
that  he  has  not  been  thinking  of  re- 
signing from  OWI.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  comment  upon  reports  of  his 
leaving  the  agency,  aside  from  men- 
tioning that  he  noticed  Elmer  Davis, 
OWI  director,  had  complimented  the 
activities  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Bureau  during  his  Thursday  press 
conference. 

Mellett  was  also  unwilling  to  dis- 
cuss the  future  operation  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau.     Until  there  is 


definite  knowledge  of  what  funds  will 
be  available  for  the  entire  domestic 
operation  of  OWI  there  will  be  no 
reliable  estimate  of  how  much  the 
Motion  Picture  Bureau  will  be  al- 
lowed. Until  such  information  is  at 
hand,  Mellett  prefers  not  to  com- 
ment. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  em- 
ployes of  the  Bureau  feel  certain 
that  OWI  production  is  at  an  end. 
The  only  question  is  how  much  if 
any  of  the  Bureau's  distribution  ac- 
tivities and  its  program  of  co-opera- 
tion with  the  industry  will  be  re- 
tained after  this  month. 


WB  Planning  Separate 
Canadian  Sales  Meet 


Toronto — A  special  sales  meeting 
for  the  Canadian  territory  is  ex- 
pected to  be  held  here  by  Warners 
following  the  three  regionals  in  the 
States  next  month. 

Meanwhile  Wolfe  Cohen,  Canadian 
sales  manager,  will  attend  the  con- 
ferences in  Chicago,  July  8-10. 

Bob  Stahl  Takes  Over 

Munhall,  Pa.— The  Park  Theater, 
heretofore  operated  by  John  E.  Stahl 
ind  sons,  was  taken  over  by  Robert 
M.  Stahl  as  sole  owner,  effective 
June   1. 


New  Rochester  Subway 
Station  to  Aid  Theaters 


Rochester — A  step  that  will  prove 
beneficial  to  downtown  exhibitors  has 
been  taken  by  the  City  Council  here 
with  the  authorization  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  subway  station, 
to  cost  $18,000,  just  five  minutes 
from  the  theater  section.  The  new 
station  will  be  within  walking  dis- 
tance of  the  houses,  and  buses  will 
be  used  to  meet  the  subways  carry- 
ing passengers  directly  past  the  the- 
aters. 


to  make  a  picture  about  this  and  so' 
and  let  the  industry  go  ahead  and 
make  it.  .  . 

"His  complaint,  as  near  as  I  can 
make  it  out,  is  that  we  have  asked 
to  see  their  scripts,  and  suggested 
the  elimination  of  certain  points  in 
some  of  the  stories  which  they  are 
presenting  to  the  American  public 
which,  in  our  opinion,  would  have  a 
bad  effect  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
Our  experience  with  the  industry 
has  been  that  it  knows  how  to  make 
motion  pictures,  but  does  not  al- 
ways understand  the  impact  of  those 
pictures." 

OWI  assumes,  he  continued,  that 
the  industry  wants  to  make  effec- 
tive pictures,  and  the  industry  is 
usually  co-operative. 

Taber  Quotes  Wanger 

Taber  then  read  the  final  portion 
of  Wanger's  article,  suggesting  a 
change  on  the  part  of  OWI  from  "a 
take-over  attitude  to  one  of  co- 
operation. You  will  find  in  your 
files,"  he  continued,  "from  motion 
picture  leaders,  suggestions  for  spe- 
cific pictures  far  more  powerful,  to- 
ward the  ends  of  victory  and  under- 
standing, than  any  suggestions  that 
have  come  to  Hollywood  from  Wash- 
ington. We  really  do  know  some- 
thing about  our  business. 

"We  wish  to  make  an  even  larger 
contribution  to  winning  the  war  and 
achieving   good   will   on   earth   than 


motion  pictures  already  have  made. 
The  industry  is  not  jealous  of  pre- 
rogatives, nor  of  personal  standing; 
it  has  proved  its  willingness  to  waive 
profits  in  war-necessary  film  mak- 
ing. Give  the  industry  the  broad 
lines  of  policy,  and  leave  the  com- 
mittees within  the  industry  the  task 
of  producing  results." 

Chairman  Clarence  Cannon  re- 
marked that  "That  strikes  me  as 
just  the  petulant  outpourings  of  a; 
fellow  who  resents  necessary  war 
restrictions  on  private  initiative  and 
industry.  He  is  just  like  any  other 
fellow  on  the  street  who  might  kick 
because  he  cannot  have  three  gal- 
lons of  gasoline." 

Recalls   Mayer's    Compliment 

Rep.  Jed  Johnson  of  Oklahoma 
then  remarked  that  "Mr.  Mayer 
(Louis  B.)  who  is  a  pretty  high-up 
official  in  one  of  these  moving-pic- 
ture concerns,  recently  had  lunch 
with  the  Oklahoma  delegation,  and 
he  was  very  complimentary  on  this 
set-up  (OWI  pix  bureau.)  Although 
he  said  that  some  of  the  pictures 
they  were  making  did  not  make  as 
much  money  now  as  they  did  for- 
merly, they  were  co-operating  with 
you  and  you  were  co-operating  with 
them." 

Davis  went  off  the  record  for  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  Wanger  ar- 
ticle and  the  rersons  which  prompted 
it. 


PRC  Veers  Away 
From  War  Pictures 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

ment    and     sales    policy.        Arthu 
Greenblatt,    sales    head,    anno/^N 
that    the   first    release    in    theV,,,/ 
ducers  Special  group  is  "Isle  of  Foi 
gotten  Sins"  and  the  first  in  the  Vic' 
tory      special      group      "Submarin: 
Base."      "Streets   of  Darkness,"  an' 
other  special  is  in  production.     Thl 
new  program  includes  six  musicaltj 
and  at  least  four  comedies.    "We  ar    I 
definitely    veering    away    from    wa  il 
pictures,"    said    Greenblatt.        "Bij 
grosses     on     'Corregidor'     definitely 
determined  the  policy  of  company  t<| 
produce    a    greater    proportion    o: 
higher-bracketed  pictures  and  point 
ed  the  way  to  further  expansion  alJ 
along  the  line." 

Leon  Fromkess  viceprexy  ii 
charge  of  production  said  that  PRC 
is  getting  name  players,  directors  ant' 
writers  that  no  other  company  out  j 
side  the  majors  can  get;  that  highe] 
budgeted  product  enables  the  com 
pany  to  obtain  big  marquee  names 
and  extend  the  shooting  time.  From 
kess  said:  "Our  lowest  budget  on  tin 
new  program  exceeds  the  highes> 
on  any  picture  last  year."  He  de 
clared  that  within  90  days  50  pe] 
cent  of  the  new  program  will  bt 
completed   or  in  work. 

Other  speakers  were  Leo  McCarthj 
and  Fred  Rohrs  who  enlightened  the{ 
delegates  on  field  operations  in] 
their  respective  territories.  "IskJ 
of  Forgotten  Sins"  and  "Blazingj 
Frontiers,"  Billy  the  Kid  western  j 
on  the  new  program  were  screened' 
for  the  delegates  Friday  night. 


Music  Publisher  Files 
Libel  Suit  Against  Rep. 

Damages  of  $50,000  are  sought 
by  Frank  Capano,  music  publisher. 
in  an  action  filed  in  N.  Y.  Federal! 
court  on  Friday  against  Republic 
Pictures  Corp. — and  Republic  Pro- 
ductions, Inc. 

Capano,  who  does  business  under' 
the  name  of  the  Miracle  Music  Co., 
charges  that  the  defendants  libeled  I 
him  in  their  picture  "Hit  Parade  of  j 
1943."    He  charges  that  his  personal 
life  and  his  business  were  portrayed .[ 
without   his   knowledge    or   consent., 
The  portrayal  of  a  music  publisher 
by  Rick  Farrell  in  the  film,  the  com- 
plaint alleges,  is  a  characterization 
of   the   plaintiff   and   is   intended   to" 
convey  to  the  public  that,  the  plain- 
tiff is  a  "vulture,  a  heel  and  a  wolf." 


STORKS 


Joe  Bezahler,  assistant  to  Jack  E. 
Flynn  at  Metro,  is  a  papa  for  the 
third  time,  a  daughter,  Vicki  Mae, 
having  arrived  recently. 
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Martial  Law  in  Detroit  Closes  the  City 'd  Theaters 


(See  Column  1  Below) 
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Hays,  Mellett  Confer  on  Saving  OWI  Pic  Bureau 


Industry  Leaders  Wire 
And  Phone  Mellett  In 
Support  of  His  Bureau 


\  Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— Will  Hays,  MPPDA 
.  lead,  spent  some  time  yesterday  with 
;  Lowell  Mellett,  head  of  the  OWI  mo- 
tion picture  bureau,  discussing  the 
oossibility  of  saving  the  bureau  from 
Congressional   wrath. 

Hays  was  unwilling  to  discuss  in 
i  detail  the  conversation  with  Mellett, 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Detroit  Race  Riots 
Close  All  Theaters 


Detroit  —  Race  riots  caused  the 
dosing  early  yesterday  morning  by 

j  Jolice  order  of  about  25  theaters  in 

I  :he  central  riot  section,  including 
?ight    Woodward    Avenue    theaters 

I  laving  heavily  mixed  patronage. 
Several    are    all-night    houses,    and 

I  :he    Roxy    Theater    sent    in    12   riot 

(.Continued  on  Page   6) 


Harmon  in  Salt  Lake  City 
For  Address  and  Meetings 

Salt   Lake   City— Francis    S.   Har- 

non,    WAC    vice-chairman,    is    here 

fto   address    a   joint   meeting   of   the 

Urea   WAC,    Chamber   of   Commerce 

*nd  Rotary  Club  at  the  Hotel  Utah 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


MeMamee  Named  to 
WitfC  Regional  Post 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Frank  McNamee, 
associate  of  Jay  Emanuel  in  the  own- 
ership and  operation  of  the  local 
Senate  Theater  and  several  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  motion  picture  theaters, 
has  been  nominated  by  President 
Roosevelt  as  a  regional  director  of 
the  Philadelphia  district  for  the  War 
Manpower  Commission.  This  area 
includes  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  Delaware.  McNamee's 
salary  will  be  $8,000. 


Farmer  Boys  Drive  Tractor  to  See  Movies, 

OP  A  Fines  Dad  1,250  Gallons,  Cuts  Mileage 

Des  Moines,  la. — Apparently  a  tractor  is  not  quite  the  vehicle  to  take 
into  town  to  see  the  movies. 

Because  his  two  sons  drove  their  rubber-tired  tractor  three  miles  to  town 
to  see  a  show,  Edward  Mathiasen,  farmer  living  near  Harlan,  la.,  was  fined 
1,250  gallons  of  tractor  gasoline  and  had  his  supplementary  car  mileage  cut 
from  1,200  to  310  miles  per  month. 

The  trip  turned  into  a  "snorting  controversy"  with  the  Harlan  newspaper 
calling  it  a  waste  of  rubber  and  gas.  The  boys'  mother  took  issue  with  the 
newspaper  and  defended  her  two  boys  for  their  trip. 

It  was  the  first  case  in  which  the  Omaha  district  OPA  office  had  levied 
a  fine  for  improper  use  of  tractor  gasoline. 


N.  Haven  Drail  Case 
"Straightened  Out" 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  WAC  has  been 
informed  by  John  F.  Robinson,  Con- 
necticut State  Selective  Service  di- 
rector, that  the  New  Haven  case  in- 
volving local  board  action  in  the  case 
of  four  circuit  and  exchange  ex- 
ecutives has  been  "straightened  out." 
These  men  were  ordered  last  month 
by  their  local  draft  board  to  find  "es- 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


Troops  in  Southwest 
Resent  War  Pix  Flood 


Dallas  —  Resentment  against  too 
many  war  films  by  the  personnel  of 
Army  camps  is  at  present  the  only 
booking  problem  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
Motion  Picture  Service,  according  to 

(Continued  on   Page   8) 


Manning  Tables  Out 
For  Newsreels  in  NYC 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   'DAILY 

Washington — Manning  tables  are 
out  for  the  New  York  offices  of  the 
five  major  newsreels  and  the  March 
of  Time.  It  was  decided  Friday  that 
modified  forms  of  replacement 
schedules  will  be  submitted  for  the 
reels.  Representatives  of  the  five 
reels  and  the  March  of  Time,  ac- 
companied   by    Claude     R.     Collins, 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


500%  Budget  Jump  for 
PRC  Producers  Specials 


Kansas  City — PRC's  budget  set- 
up for  the  40  pictures  on  its  1943-44 
program  was  explained  by  Arthur 
Greenblatt,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  sales,  following  Vne  completion  of 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


WB  2 6-  Week  Net  $4,141,199 

Rises  From  $3,802,055  in  1942  Period 


Exhibitors  Praised  For 
March  of  Dimes  Success 


In  presenting  a  check  for  $1,000,- 
000,  approximately  half  of  the  total 
national  collections  in  the  February 
March  of  Dimes  Drive,  to  President 
Roosevelt,  last  week,  Chairman  Nich- 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


Net  profit  of  $4,141,199  for  the  26 
weeks  ended  Feb.  27,  1943  compared 
with  $3,802,055  for  the  comparable 
1942  period,  was  reported  yesterday 
for  Warner  Bros,  and  subsidiaries. 
Both  figures  are  after  all  charges 
and  provision  for  Federal  income 
and   excess   profits   taxes. 

Company  reported  net  profit  from 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


Attorney  Retained  to 
Draft  a  Measure  For 
Congressional  Action 


By  FLOYD  BELL 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Boston — George  R.  Farnum, 
former  assistant  United  States 
Attorney  General  and  promi- 
nent attorney,  has  been  retained  by 
a  large  group  of  independent  the- 
ater owners  to  draft  a  bill  for  in- 
troduction in  Congress  that  would 
place  a  Federal  ceiling  on  film  prices 
and  rentals,  it  was  revealed  here 
yesterday.  As  one  of  his  first  moves 
to  curb  what  exhibitors  contend  are 
"exorbitant"  prices,  Farnum  will  go 

(Continued   on  Page   8) 


Tax  Collections  Up 
Nationally,  in  N.  Y. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — With  New  York  col- 
lections coming  back  fairly  strong- 
ly, the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 

(Continued   on  Page   2) 

Basil  Bros.  File  Buffalo 
Complaint  on  Clearance 


Two  demands  for  arbitration  in- 
volving clearance  were  filed  over  the 
week-end   by  Basil   Bros.,   operating 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 


JV.  C.  Aeronautics 

Post  for  Roy  Rouse 

Burgaw,  N.  C. — Roy  Rowe,  presi- 
dent of  the  Theater  Owners  of  North 
and  South  Carolina,  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  to  the  chair- 
manship of  the  newly  organized 
Aeronautics  Commission,  authorized 
by  the  1943  session  of  the  State 
legislature. 

Rowe,  one  of  the  most  active 
licensed  pilots  in  the  states,  is  squad- 
ron commander  of  the  Civil  Air 
Patrol  of  North  Carolina,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina  Aero 
club. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 
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Columbia   Picts.   pfd.. 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd.. 
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RKO    

RKO    $6    pfd 

20th    Century-Fox    .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd 
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Tax  Collections  Up 
Nationally,  in  N.  Y. 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

amusement  tax  collection  figures 
show  a  substantial  rise  in  April 
business  over  that  of  several  pre- 
ceding- months.  Collections  nation- 
ally totalled  $14,625,614.71  as  against 
April  1942  collections,  (on  March 
business)  of  $13,283,115  and  less 
than  $12,000,000  the  month  before 
that.  May,  1942  collections,  on  busi- 
ness for  the  preceding  month,  to- 
taled  only   $11,803,921.97. 

Approximately  90  per  cent  of  the 
total  collection  is  accounted  for  by 
motion  picture   admissions. 

Collections  from  the  third  New  York 
(Broadway)  district  rose  from  $1,796,817  in 
April  to  $1,865,159  last  month,  still,  con- 
siderably below  the  $2,368,546  realized 
from  the  area  in  March.  The  collection 
total  was  also  "below  the  $1,950,578.97  col- 
lected from  this  area  last  May.  Theater 
admissions  accounted  for  $1,622,991.03  of 
last  month's  total,  and  $1,839,752.76  a 
year  ago.  Brokerage  sales  brought  in  about 
the  same  both  months — slightly  under  $16,- 
000 — while  the  collections  from  roof  gardens 
and  cabarets  rose  from  only  $94,209  last 
May  to  $227,248  this  May. 


Training  Crash  Fatal 
To  Paramount's  Straub 


John  Straub,  27,  who  for  several 
years  was  an  assistant  in  the  Para- 
mount home  office  photographic  de- 
partment, under  the  late  Lew 
Mfet  Nathan,  was  killed  recently  in 
ffSij  the  crash  of  a  training  plane 
near  Pensacola,  Fla.  The  pilot 
of  the  plane,  a  two-seater  in  which 
Straub  was  training  as  a  Navy  aerial 
photographer,   also   lost  his  life. 


1,000  N.  Y.  Area  Theaters 
In  July  War  Stamp  Drive 


More  than  1,000  theaters  in  the 
New  York  exchange  area  are  ex- 
pected to  participate  in  the  July 
$130,000,000  War  Stamp  drive  to 
provide  funds  for  a  new  airplane 
carrier,  it  was  reported  at  a  special 
meeting  of  exhibs.  at  WAC  head- 
quarters yesterday.  Meeting  was 
called  by  Fred  Schwartz  and  Sam 
Rinzler,    co-chairmen. 


Peppiatt  at  Washington 
As  20th-Fox's  Manager 

C.  E.  Peppiatt  has  been  installed 
as  20th-Fox's  branch  manager  in 
Washington,  succeeding  Sam  Whee- 
ler, it  was  learned  yesterday.  Pep- 
piatt, formerly  manager  in  New  Or- 
leans for  the  company,  recently  has 
had  special  duties  at  the  home  office. 


Cleveland  Hip.  to  Open 
Berlin's  "Army"  July  23 

Cleveland — "This  is  the  Army"  is 
scheduled  to  open  here  July  23  at 
Warners'   Hippodrome. 


Cloudburst  Sends 
Audience  Scurrying 

Cleveland — Maple  Heights  The- 
ater, owned  and  operated  by  M.  S. 
Barck,  was  under  11  feet  of  water 
as  a  result  of  last  week's  cloudburst. 
Failure  of  sewers  to  take  care  of  the 
sudden  excessive  rainfall  caused 
damage  in  the  south  end  of  town. 
The  Maple  Heights  was  the  only  the- 
ater affected.  Water  came  within 
inches  of  the  screen.  The  theater 
was  closed  several  days  to  dry  out. 
The  cloudburst  occurred  about  8 
P.  M.  with  a  full  house,  which  was 
evacuated  without  confusion. 


Crowds  Down  at  Boston 
Beaches;  Pix  Biz  Okay 

Boston — The  extent  to  which  the 
pleasure  driving  ban  has  affected 
nearby  resorts  was  indicated  over 
the  week-end  when  approximately 
50,000  persons  went  to  Revere 
Beach,  while  about  8,000  went  to 
Nantasket.  In  previous  years, 
week-end  crowds  at  Revere  totalled 
in  the  neighborhood  of  500,000,  while 
Nantasket  used  to  draw  at  least 
250,000.  Theaters  in  both  spots, 
however,  did  good  business  over  the 
last  week-end. 

Downtown  Boston  houses  reported 
the  biggest  business  in  seven  weeks, 
although  suburban  and  out-lying 
theaters  did  not  fare  so  well. 

Some  500  representatives  of  the 
motion  picture  business  spending 
Sunday  at  Nantasket  were  among 
the  4,000  persons  stranded  there 
when  the  last  boat  left  overcrowded 
and  unable  to  carry  them. 


Shea  Leaving  20th-Fox 
For  Cagney  Prod.  Spot 

Joe  Shea,  trade  paper  contact  in 
the  Trade  Relations  Department  at 
20th-Fox,  has  resigned,  effective  July 
1,  to  take  a  spot  with  Cagney  Pro- 
ductions, it  was  learned  yesterday. 
He  will  be  replaced  by  Dave  Bader, 
who  has  been  handling  sales  promo- 
tion. 


Report  Controversy  Over 
Aleutian  Short  Length 


A  controversy  is  reported  to  have 
developed  over  the  release  of  a  44- 
minute  subject  produced  in  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands  by  Capt.  John  Huston 
for  the  U.  S.  Signal  Corps.  It  is 
said  that  industry  representatives 
and  Lowell  Mellett  advocate  the  cut- 
ting of  the  subject  to  two  reels, 
while  the  Signal  Corps  insists  that 
the  picture,  which  is  in  Technicolor, 
be  kept  intact.  Both  sides  are  await- 
ing orders  from  higher  authorities. 


Curtailed  Deliveries 
Added  Woe  for  Bookers 


New  Haven — Film  exchange  book- 
ers are  battling  curtailed  delivery 
company  schedules,  in  addition  to 
lack  of  prints. 


COminG  and  G0IIIG 


TOM  ).  CONNORS,  v-p  in  charge  of  sales 
tor  20th-Fox,  and  MURRAY  SILVERSTONE,  v-p 
in  charge  of  foreign  distribution,  left  for  the 
Coast  yesterday  for  studio  conferences. 

BARRET  McCORMICK  returns  Friday  from  the 
Coast. 

ROY  HAINES,  Southern  and  Western  division 
sales  manager  for  Warners,  returned  yesterday, 
from  a  tour  of  the  Southern  territory. 

E.  X.  CALLAHAN,  20th-Fox  district  For 
ager,  and  NORMAN  AYERS,  Vitagraph  d.  y,t 
manager,  in  from  'Boston  to  visit  their  New  Hav- 
en exchanges  this  week.  Also  J.  R.  Vogel,  of 
Loew's,  Inc.  to  "do"  the  Poli  circuit,  with 
HARRY    F.    SHAW,    Loew-Poli   division    manager. 

LOU  FINSKE  of  Comerford  circuit  is  here 
from  Scranton. 

OSCAR  S.  OLDKNOW,  vice-president  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Division  of  National-Sim- 
plex-Bloodworth,  is  in  New  York  from  Los  An- 
geles for  conferences  with  Walter  E.  Green 
and  other  company  executives,  and  returns 
this  week  to  the  Coast. 

LEONARD  COLDENSON,  Paramount  vice-pres- 
ident in  charge  of  theater  operations,  and  LEON 
NETTER,  theater  department  executive,  left 
yesterday  on  a  business  trip  to  Jacksonville  and 
Miami.  They  are  expected  back  at  the  end 
of   this  week. 

IRVING  MAAS,  assistant  director  of  the  20th- 
Fox  international  dept.,  returned  to  the  home 
office  yesterday  after  a  six-week  tour  of  South 
and    Central    American    branches. 

BETTY  CRABLE  left  for  the  Coast  yesterday 
after   a    three-week   vacation. 

R.  J.  O'DONNELL,  a  New  York  visitor  over 
the  week-end,   left  for  Dallas  yesterday. 

BOB  BROWN,  former  M-C-M  assistant  ship- 
per, Cleveland,  O.,  has  arrived  in  Africa. 

Essentiality  of  Movies 
Stressed  In  Air  Show 


Essentiality  of  motion  pictures  to 
the  war  effort  was  explained  by 
Mary  Hamman  on  her  "Frankly 
Feminine"  program  over  WEAF 
yesterday.  Miss  Hamman  read  a 
letter  from  a  soldier  in  Africa  who 
pointed  out  the  top  spot  held  by 
films  in  soldier  morale  building.  She 
continued  with  emphasis  on  movies' 
home  front  morale  work  and  a  list 
of  some  of  the  top  ranking  stars 
now   in   the   services. 
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Hays,  Melletf  Confer 
On  OWI  Pic  Bureau 


{.Continued  from  Page  1) 

aside  from  remarking  that  he  stood 
on  the  text  of  his  telegram  of  last 
Friday  to  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  Chairman  Cannon,  in 
which  he  placed  the  industry  square- 
ly hehind  Mellett.  It  was  believed 
that  Hays  contemplates  re-entering 
the  political  scene  on  behalf  of  the 
OWI. 

This  wire,  it  was  learned  here  yes- 
terday, was  sent  during  a  session  in 
Hays'  New  York  office  at  which 
leaders  of  all  the  major  production 
companies  were  on  hand  and  it  rep- 
resents the  sentiment  of  all  these 
industry  leaders.  Mellett  has  on 
hand  also  many  wires — and  has  re- 
ceived many  telephone  calls — from 
industry  leaders  both  in  the  East 
and  the  West  supporting  the  bureau 
and  wishing  him  well  in  the  strug- 
gle now  going  on  on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  possibility  that  Hays  will  attempt  to 
exert  political  influence  on  members  of 
Congress  in  order  to  obtain  continuance  for 
the  OWI  motion  picture  bureau  loomed 
today.  Although  the  MPPDA  president  has 
kept  out  of  politics  pretty  much  since  be- 
ginning his  motion  picture  activities,  it  is 
believed  that  he  feels  sufficiently  strongly 
about  the  OWI  bureau  to  make  an  attempt 
to  convince  members  of  Congress  that  it 
should  be  retained.  Hays  would  be  in  a 
good  position  for  such  a  move — not  only 
as  a  former  chairman  of  the  Republican 
National  Committee,  but  he  is  also  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  nation's  largest 
industries. 

Hays  himself  refused  to  discuss  his  visit, 
saying  merely  that  he  "usually  sees  Mel- 
lett when  he's  in  town."  As  for  what 
other  business  might  have  brought  him  to 
Washington,  he  refused  to  say. 

Mellett  said  their  discussion  was  con- 
cerned solely  with  the  present  situation  with 
no  consideration  given  to  what  the  situation 
will  be  should  the  OWI  pix  bureau  cease 
to  function.  There  has  been  no  offer  of  an 
industry  job  for  himself,  he  said,  and  re- 
iterated earlier  statements  that  he  has  not 
been  thinking  of  resigning  from  OWI.  In 
general,  his  attitude  seemed  to  be  one  of 
optimism  not  merely  about  the  continuance 
of  the  domestic  branch  but  also  about  the 
continuance  of  the  OWI  motion  picture  bur- 
eau. 

That  optimism  was  not  shared  by  most 
observers  here.  Although  they  expect  the 
Senate  to  restore  a  major  part  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  OWI  domestic  branch,  they 
look  for  a  major  curtailment  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  Mellett  bureau. 

There  is  considerable  speculation  here  as 
to  the  possible  testimony  on  the  Senate  floor 
of  Senator  Harry  Flood  Byrd,  congressional 
economy  champion,  who  has  been  studying 
the  motion  picture  and  radio  activities  of 
both  OWI  and  CIAA.  Byrd  is  reported  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  his  special  economy 
committee  to  have  considerable  interesting 
cost  data  regarding  these  activities.  A  spe- 
cial report  on  them  was  expected  at  first, 
but    it    is    probable    now    that    the    material 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


TONY  STERN,  film  buyer,  Warner  Circuit,  Cleve- 
land. 

ARTHUR  REIMAN,  New  Jersey  booker,  Warners, 
New  York. 

HENRY  WILLSON,  assistant  to  Daniel  T.  O'Shea, 
president,   Vanguard   Films,    Inc.,   Hollywood. 

VINCENT  FLYNN,  student  booker,  M-C-M, 
Cleveland. 

THOMAS  'DUNPHY,  assistant,  Majestic,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

JOHN  C.  BOWLES,  salesman,  2tOh-Fox,  San 
Francisco. 

INTO  WAR  WORK 
W.   R.   STEEN,   booker,   RKO,   St.   John. 


Detroit  Race  Riots 
Close  All  Theaters 


WB  26-Week  Profit 
Up  fo  $4,141,199 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

operations  before  tax  provision  for 
the  period  ended  in  1943  at  $13,941,- 
199  compared  with  $6,627,055  last 
year  indicating  that  tax  provision 
jumped  to  $9,800,000  for  the  1943 
half  against  $2,825,000  for  the  half 
ended  in  1942. 

Earnings  were  equal  to  $41.66  per  share 
on  99,397  preferred  shares  outstanding  on 
Feb.  27.  Dividends  in  arrears  as  at  March 
1  amounted  to  $33.68  per  snare.  Earn- 
ings per  common  share  after  preferred  re- 
quirements amounted  to  $1.06  per  share  on 
3,701,090    outstanding   shares. 

Gross  income,  after  eliminating  inter- 
company transactions  for  the  six  months 
ended  Feb.  27,  1943  was  $63,409,868  com- 
pared with  $58,547,614  for  the  half  ended 
Feb.  28,  1942.  Cash  in  the  U.  S.  as  at 
Feb.  1943  totaled  $12,325,615  compared 
with  $9,550,223  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
During  the  half  ended  Feb.,  1942,  provision 
for  a  $525,000  contingency  was  made  but 
none  was  made  for  the  half  ended  this  year. 


Warner  Theater  Men 
me  In  War  Service 

Cleveland — Word     has     been    re- 
ceived  by    Nat   Wolf,   Warner   zone 
manager,  that  Jack  Masterson, 

P^    ex-chief    of    service     at    the 
§    Doan    Theater,    was    killed    in 
action   in   North  Africa.     An- 
other  casualty    in    Wolf's   district   is 
Robert  A.  Nunn,  former  Hippodrome 
usher,  reported  lost  at  sea. 


Basil  Bros.  File  Buffalo 
Complaint  on  Clearance 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Genesee  and  Apollo  Theaters  in 
Buffalo.  The  five  consenting  compa- 
nies were  named  in  both  complaints. 

Complainant  charged  that  the  14- 
day  clearance  granted  to  the  D  &  B 
circuit's  Bailey  Theater  was  un- 
reasonable and  asked  that  the  arbi- 
trator direct  the  distributors  to  make 
product  available  immediately  after 
an   engagement  at  the  Bailey. 

As  to  the  Apollo,  complaints 
charged  that  the  14-day  clearance 
granted  to  Shea's  Elmwood  was  un- 
reasonable and  asked  for  immediate 
availability. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
calls  during  the  night  before  closing 
the  first  time  since  the  house  opened. 

The  Governor  ordered  martial  law 
and  subsequently  ordered  all  places 
of  amusement  closed  until  further 
notice  at  nine  p.m.  last  night.  About 
250  theaters  in  three  counties  serv- 
ing the  4,000,000  population  are  af- 
fected. 

Ballrooms,  skating  rinks,  bars  and 
other  amusement  places  were  all 
closed  in  the  section.  It  is  possible 
that  later  they  will  be  closed  through- 
out the  city. 

Downtown  show  business  was  off 
yesterday  afternoon  by  25  per  cent 
on  account  of  people  being  afraid  to 
go  down  or  watching  the  mobs  for 
alternate  amusement.  Effect  on 
neighborhood  business  is  not  appar- 
ent yet,  but  serious  trouble  is  anti- 
cipated in  houses  anywhere  near 
mixed  racial  neighborhoods.  There 
is  practically  no  colored  patronage 
downtown  where  the  houses  usually 
have  but  a  small  proportion  of 
colored  patrons. 


500%  Budget  Jump  for 
PRC  Producers  Specials 


will  be  used  by  the  Senator  during  the 
forthcoming  debate  in  the  Senate  on  appro- 
priations for  these  two  agencies. 


Hoyt,  New  Head  Of  OWI's 
Domestic  Branch,  Calls  it  Vital 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  'DAILY 
Washington — E.  Palmer  Hoyt,  suc- 
cessor to  Gardner  Cowles,  Jr.,  as  di- 
rector of  the  OWI  domestic  branch, 
arrived  here  yesterday  to  take  over 
the  direction  of  an  agency  which 
may  have  only  eight  more  days  to 
live.  The  Oregon  publisher  and  di- 
rector of  two  Portland  radio  stations 
told  reporters  yesterday  afternoon 
that  he  is  convinced  that  the  OWI 
domestic  operations  are  "absolutely 
vital  to  the  conduct  of  the  interests 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

the  company's  three-day  sales  con- 
ference here  over  the  week-end. 
Greenblatt  said  that  each  of  the 
"Producers  Specials"  was  budgeted 
at  more  than  five  times  the  amount 
spent  in  former  years.  The  six 
"Victory  Specials"  will  cost  three 
times  the  ordinary  budget,  while  the 
remainder  will  cost  from  50  per 
cent  to  100  per  cent  above  previous 
years'  budgets,  Greenblatt  said. 

A  special  exploitation  department 
has  been  set  up  by  Sam  Kestenbaum 
who  will  place  a  field  man  in  New 
York  and  another  on  the  West  Coast 
to  concentrate  on  the  specials. 

Appropriations  for  advertising 
will  go  along  with  the  higher  pro- 
duction budgets,  according  to  Jos- 
eph O'Sullivan,  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity.  The  specials  will 
be  given  advertising  budgets  rang- 
ing up  to  four  times  the  amounts 
spent  before,  while  the  appropria- 
tions per  picture  will  be  flexible  and 
tailored  to  fit  the  demands,  he  said. 

Roberto  D.  Socas,  export  manager, 
told  the  convention  that  PRC  was 
now  represented  in  every  country," 
with  deals  already  set  with  coun- 
tries at  war  for  post-war  distribu- 
tion. 

Guests  at  a  special  luncheon  in- 
cluded C.  A.  Schultz,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Commonwealth  circuit; 
Claude  Morse  of  Fox  Midwest,  Senn 
Lawlor  of  Fox  Midwest  and  Lester 
Gibbs   of  the   Griffith   circuit. 


N.  Haven  Draft  Case 


Straightened  Out" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sential"  jobs  within  30  days  or 
placed  in  the  1-A  bracket. 

Robinson  did  not  say  exactly  wb  j 
he    has    done    aside    from    maki 
it  plain  that  he  did  not  intend 
countenance    the    holding    by    loc 
boards  of  important  exhibition  jo 
in  the  non-deferrable  category.     ] 
urged    that    he    be    advised    if    a 
similar  case  occurs.     He,  along  wi 
other  state  directors,  could  gr/poV 
ferment    to    the    individual    .  v*  t 
event  that  the  local  board  refus 
to  rescind  its  action,  or  in  the  eve 
that  the  local  board  was  upheld 
the  local  appeals  board. 

There  is  a  strong  impression  here,  he  | 
ever,  that  Robinson's  course  would  h£ 
been  quite  different  were  it  not  that  all  1 
individuals  involved  in  the  New  Haven  ca 
had  dependent  families.  Whether  he  woi 
have  adopted  the  same  position  in  the  ev< 
they  were  unmarried  is  doubtful. 

National  Selective  Service  has  made 
special  decision  on  the  New  Haven  case,  1 
has  concluded  that  exhibitor  employes — s 
cept  for  those  specifically  named — are  r 
to  be  held  non-deferrable.  This  was  1 
effect  of  the  New  Haven  board's  action 
that  all  theater  and  exchange  jobs  were  n< 
deferrable.  Here  in  Washington  Select) 
Service  officials  have  been  informed  by  mei 
— on  the  basis  of  an  earlier  case  in  the  M 
die  West — that  theater  employes  are  not 
be  considered  in  the  same  category  as  e 
ployes  of  dance  and  theatrical  studios,  w 
are  held  non-deferrable.  The  importar 
to  this  determination  is  overshadowed  I 
the  decision  of  Robinson,  although  it  ] 
possible  that  Robinson's  decision  was  : 
spired  by  Washington.  If  other  state  din 
tore  are  willing  to  follow  the  precedent  s 
in  Connecticut,  it  does  mean  that  there 
small  likelihood  that  local  boards  in  otfc 
states  will  autocratically  decide  to  foi 
draft-age  men  from  theater  jobs.  T 
determination  in  no  way  provides  anythi 
like  an  essential  consideration  for  these  jol 


Manning  Tables  Are  Ou 
For  Newsreels  in  New  Yor 


of  the  entire  country." 

If  it  were  left  to  him,  Hoyt  indi- 
cated, both  the  motion  picture  and 
the  radio  bureaus  of  OWI  would  con- 
tinue to  function  at  top  speed.  "They 
are  part  of  the  overall  picture,"  he 
said,  "and  necessary  media"  for  the 
spreading  of  vital  war  information. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Washington  newsreel  co-ordinati 
for  the  WAC,  conferred  Friday  wi 
Col.  McDermott,  New  York  Cily  S 
lective  Service  director,  and  his  aid 
Major  Brady,  head  of  the  occup. 
tional  division. 

They  pointed  out  to  the  draft  o 
ficials  the  years  of  training  require 
to  produce  top-flight  newsreel  car 
eramen,  sound  technicians  and  cu 
ters,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  mod 
fied  replacement  schedules  to  be  file 
will  provide  protection  for  the  ke 
men  in  these  jobs. 

Manning  tables  are  not  acceptable  exce 
from  employers  with  more  than  100  ei 
ployes  in  a  single  WMC  region.  Some 
the  newsreel  offices  in  New  York  do  r 
have  a  full  hundred  employes,  and  sin 
some  would  be  unable  to  file  the  tabic 
it  was  decided  that  none  of  the  reels  wou 
do  so. 

As  for  the  other  major  cities  were  new 
reel  staffs  are  located,  protection  of  ki 
personnel  is  a  matter  to  be  taken  up  wi 
local   draft   officials. 


John  D.  Schulze  Dead 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   BAIL 

Hollywood — John  Ducasse  Schulz 
67,  pioneer  art  director,  died  ove 
the  week-end.  He  began  his  career  i 
the  turn  of  the  century  and  was  wit 
Edward  Small  Productions  at  th 
time  of  his  death. 
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"So  Proudly  We  Hail!" 

with    Claudette   Colbert,   Paulette   Goddard, 

Veronica  Lake,  George  Reeves,  Barbara 

Britton 

Paramount  126  Mins. 

ROUSING  SAGA  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES' 
FALL  IS  STRONG  BOX-OFFICE,  AND 
MEMORABLE    ENTERTAINMENT. 

Most  branches  of  the  armed  forces  have 
received  glorification  at  the  hands  of  Holly- 
wood's feature  producers,  but  to  Mark 
Sandrich  goes  the  palm  for  delineating  the 
heroics  of  the  Army  Nurse.  In  so  doing, 
he  has  provided  exhibitors  and  public  with 
what  is  certainly  one  of  the  top  flight 
war-theme  attractions, — one  which  packs 
all  the  elements  of  fine  entertainment,  plus 
those  inspirational  values  constantly  needed 
to  keep  our  war  effort  unflagging. 

In  recounting  the  dramatic  story,  Sand- 
rich  has  employed  the  technique  of  "Power 
and  the  Glory,"  and  that  film's  successors 
in  the  field  of  narrative-accompanied  ac- 
tion, "Citizen  Kane"  and  "Lydia."  Claudette 
Colbert,  furnishing  the  central  characteriza- 
tion,— that  of  Lieut.  Janet  Davidson — ,  is 
the  vortex  of  this  action,  and  her  experi- 
ences, highlight  of  which  is  her  romance 
with  George  Reeves,  Army  Lieutenant,  are 
told  in  off-screen  narration  by  some  of 
the  nurses  who  have  shared  with  her  the 
horrors  of  the  debacle  on  Bataan,  plus  the 
calamity    of    Corregidor. 

The  screenplay  commences  and  ends 
aboard  a  ship  which  is  bringing  the  handful 
of  surviving  Army  nurses  back  to  the  United 
States  from  Australia,  following  their  escape 
from  the  Philippines  by  plane,  in  many  of 
its  sequences,  "So  Proudly  We  Hail!"  rises 
to  the  stature  of  a  very  great  picture,  the 
sole  tempering  influence  militating  against 
its  full  consistency  being  resort  to  under- 
standable melodramatics  which  follow  some- 
what the  pattern  of  predecessor  produc- 
tions. But  if  not  always  great,  the  picture 
is  always  better  than  good,  and  should  prove 
to  be  a  gold  mine  for  showmen  and  a  feast 
for  the  fans. 

In  addition  to  producing,  Sandrich  handled 
the  direction.  On  all  counts  the  work  is 
expert.  Claudette  Colbert's  performance 
is  of  rare  brilliance.  Of  standout  merit, 
too,  are  the  histrionics  of  Paulette  Goddard, 
Veronica  Lake,  George  Reeves,  Barbara  Brit- 
ton, Walter  Abel,  and  Sonny  Tufts,  and 
every  supporting  player  is  a  "natural"  for 
his  or  her  role.  Tufts,  as  the  college  foot- 
ball hero  of  pre-war  days,  carves  a  lasting 
niche  for  himself.  Nothing  is  sacrificed  by 
Sandrich  in  the  interests  of  realism.  Por- 
tions of  the  story  are  stark  and  some  spiked 
with  horror  inseparable  from  war.  Perhaps 
the  most  rousing  scene  in  the  production 
is  Veronica  Lake's  supreme  and  hair-raising 
sacrifice  as  she  walks,  grenade  in  bosom, 
into  the  clutches  of  the  Jap  patrol. 

In  every  sense,  "So  Proudly  We  Hail!"  is 
a  saga.  It  gives  in  bold  relief  the  progres- 
sive deterioration  of  the  Philippine  cam- 
paign; the  dreadful  losing  fight  by  our  uni- 
formed men  there;  and  the  glorious  manner 
in  which  the  Army  nurses  served  them  and 
their  country  in  the  hours  of  extremity. 

CAST:  Claudette  Colbert,  Paulette  God- 
dard, Veronica  Lake,  George  Reeves,  Barbara 
Britron,  Walter  Abel,  Sonny  Tufts,  Mary 
Servoss,  Ted  Hecht,  Dick  Hogan,  Dr.  H.  H. 
Chang,  James  Bell,  Lorna  Gray,  Dorothy 
Adams,  Kitty  Kelly,  Bill  Goodwin,  Mary 
Treen,  Helen  Lynd,  Jean  Willes,  Jan  Wiley, 
Lynn   Walker,  Joan  Tours,  William   Forrest, 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

J.  M.  WEISFELDT,  USA,  formerly,  head  booker, 
20th-Fox,  Omaha,  commissioned  a  lieutenant. 

—  *  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

2nd  LT.  ROBERT  E.  HARRISON,  USMC,  son  of 
Edward  Harrison,  E.  M.  loew  district  man- 
ager,   Springfield,    Mass.,    to    1st    lieutenant. 

—  •  — 

*  ARMY  * 

NATE   SODIKMAN,    Monogram   manager,   Albany. 

JULES   SCHERMER,    Hollywood. 

EDWARD   HEYMAN,   songwriter,   Hollywood. 

ERIC    FELDARY,   actor,    Hollywood. 

SABU,     Universal    contract    player,    Hollywood. 

RAY     MARCUS,    producer's    assistant,     Republic, 

Hollywood. 
JORIS   IVENS,   documentary  producer,   Hollywood. 
SIDNEY     GAkFINKLE,      Vendola      representative, 

Cleveland. 


SAM  KALMENSON,  accessories  manager,  Repub- 
lic, Chicago. 

TOM  McDONNELL,  assistant  manager,  Comer- 
ford  Theater,  Scranton,   Pa. 

HAROLD    FLANNICAN,    State,    Scranton,    Pa. 

MERCHANT   MARINE  

CHRIS  CHINN,  assistant  cashier,  20th-Fox,  Chi- 
cago. 

—  •  — 

*  COAST  GUARD  * 

RICHARD  QUINE,  M-C-M  contract  player,  Hol- 
lywood. 

—  •  — 

*  WAACS  * 

CECILE  ARDEN,  RKO  publicity  department,  Hol- 
lywood. 

—  •  — 

*  RAF* 

BRIAN  AHERNE,  flight  instructor,  Falcon  Field, 
Mesa,  Ariz. 


Exhibitors  Praised  For 
March  of  Dimes  Success 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

olas  M.  Schenck  paid  both  written 
and  oral  tribute  to  the  splendid  work 
of  exhibitors  who  made  the  over  $2,- 
000,000  record  possible,  it  was  dis- 
closed yesterday  with  the  release  of 
the  text  of  his  remarks. 

As  his  report  to  President  Roose- 
velt, whose  sponsorship  has  sparked 
the  infantile  paralysis  campaign, 
Schenck  said: 

"On  behalf  of  the  motion  picture  the- 
aters of  America,  it  is  my  privilege  to  hand 
you  herewith  check  for  $1,000,000,  made 
payable  to  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile    Paralysis. 

"This  represents  approximately  half  of 
the  money  raised  in  February  through  the 
collections  in  some  12,000  theaters  through- 
out the  nation.  One-half  of  the  collec- 
tions remain  in  the  communities  collecting. 
An  additional  check  will  be  sent  to  the 
Foundation    when    the    audit    is    completed. 

"The  collections  this  year  compare  very 
favorably  with  the  $1,450,000  raised  through 
our  theater  drive  in  1942.  The  gratifying 
increase  in  results  may  be  traced  to  the 
enthusiastic  co-operation  of  theater  owners 
and  their  staffs  everywhere  throughout  the 
nation,  and  to  the  ever-growing  interest  of 
the    public    in    this    worthy   cause. 

"It  is  noteworthy  that  the  $2,000,000  in 
contributions  represents  millions  of  donors. 
Not  only  grownups  contributed  but  mil- 
lions of  children  did  their  share  as  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  pennies  collected 
from   them. 

"Our  committee  is  proud  to  advise  yo'u 
that  the  campaign  was  conducted  with  a 
minimum  of  expense,  which  we  estimate 
will  not  exceed  2  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Most  of  this  expense  was  for  raw  film  pur- 
chased for  the  making  of  a  trailer.  At- 
tached is  a  preliminary  report  from  the 
accountants,  showing  tabulations  of  collec- 
tions reported  by  States  to  date. 

"The  entire  motion  picture  industry  is 
grateful  for  this  opportunity  to  serve  in 
your  fight  against  infantile  paralysis." 


James  Flavin,  Byron  Foulger,  Richard  Crane, 
Else  Janssen,  James  Millican,  Michael  Har- 
vey, Fred  Henry,  Victor  Kilian,  Jr.,  Damian 
O'Flynn,  Ray  Godin,  Frances  Morris,  Mimi 
Doyle,  Fay  Sappington,  Julia  Faye,  Keith 
Richards,  Isabel  Cooper,  Amparo  Antenor- 
cruz. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Mark  Sandrich;  Di- 
rector, Mark  Sandrich;  Original  Story,  Allan 
Scott;  Art  Director,  Hans  Dreier,  Earl 
Hedrick;  Cameraman,  Charles  Lang;  Sound- 
men, Harold  Lewis  and  John  Cone;  Set 
Decoration,  Stephen  Seymour. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Harmon  in  Salt  Lake  City 
For  Address  and  Meetings 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

this  noon  and  to  meet  with  WAC  ex- 
hibitor, distributor  and  public  rela- 
tions chairmen  in  the  territory  this 
afternoon   and  tomorrow. 

Harmon  moves  on  Thursday  to 
Denver  to  address  a  Rotary  Club 
meeting  while  Friday  will  find  him 
in  Omaha  for  a  rally.  Last  week, 
he  filled  Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran- 
cisco   engagements. 

Upon  his  return  to  New  York  the 
end  of  this  week  Harmon  will  have 
visited  eight  of  the  industry's  31 
exchange  territories  and  held  meet- 
ings with  WAC  field  committees  in 
each.  The  decentralization  plan  set 
up  by  WAC  is,  according  to  Har- 
mon's observations,  a  practical  work- 
able method  of  operation.  Arrange- 
ments calls  for  each  Division  in  an 
area  to  handle  the  work  of  that  Di- 
vision, under  the  co-ordinating  in- 
fluence of  New  York  headquarters. 


Troops  in  Southwest 
Resent  War  Pix  Flood 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

W.  E.  Crist,  director,  Southwestern 
division,  with  headquarters  in  Dallas 
and  supervision  over  Los  Angeles 
and  Oklahoma  City,  booking  for  255 
theaters  in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Ari- 
zona, New  Mexico,  and  California. 

Crist  says  the  box-office  pulling 
power  of  war  pictures  is  down,  while 
that  of  other  types  is  up  from  25  per 
cent   to    50   per  cent. 

As  an  example  of  how  bookings 
are  handled,  the  Army  theaters  take 
11  prints  on  the  Dallas  market  for 
30  days  from  release  and  finish  with 
them  in  that  time,  when  they  become 
available  for  general  release.  Los 
Angeles  takes  six  prints  and  Okla- 
homa City,  three  prints. 

Capt.  R.  Z.  Glass,  former  Dallas- 
Houston  exhibitor,  is  now  Army  the- 
ater officer  at  Love  Field,  Dallas, 
while  Lt.  R.  G.  Watson,  former  In- 
terstater,  is  Army  theater  officer  at 
Camp  Gruber,  Okla. 


b 


N.  E.  Group  to  Push 
Film  "Ceiling"  Law 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

to  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  stud;, 
ing  the  ceiling  price  plan  which  i 
in  effect  there. 

Farnum  declined  to  identify  th 
sponsors  of  the  proposed  measure 
but  it  is  understood  that  the  back 
ers  are  important  in  the  indepe^r-r 
field  here.  l^.°V 

Declaring  that  there  had  been 
"terrific  increase  in  film  prices 
virtue  of  the  monopoly  now  exist 
ing,"  Farnum  charged  that  no  net 
producer  could  enter  the  field 
cause  all  producers  have  been  all 
cated  75  per  cent  of  the  raw  stock! 
previously  allowed  and  that  "mos 
of  the  producers  have  deliberatel. 
curtailed  production  in  order  to  kee 
the  prices  up  and  to  cause  the  de 
mand  to  be  greater  than  the  supply. 

"Some  major  companies  whic 
made  50  to  60  pictures  annually  hav 
cut  to  30  or  less,"  he  continuec 
"and  in  one  notable  instance  an 
nouncement  has  recently  been  mad. 
by  one  of  the  larger  companies  tha 
only  18  will  be  produced  by  thi 
firm  next  year.  By  reason  of  thi 
monopoly  created  in  this  mannei 
these  companies  are  able  to  deman 
higher  prices  despite  the  fact  tha 
none  of  them  is  permitted  by  th 
Gov  ernment  to  spend  as  much  mone; 
as  formerly  on  production.  This  has 
in  turn,  created  phenomenal  profit 
for  these  companies  and  the  onl; 
possible  way  the  independent  the 
ater  owner  could  manage  to  surviv 
would  be  to  pass  on  the  burden  t 
the  theater-going  public  and  in 
crease  the  price  of  admissions,  ob 
viously  not  a  thing  to  be  wished  no 
intended. 

"But  in  the  long  run,  the  publi 
itself  would  pay  the  bills  and  it  i. 
for  the  protection  of  our  theater 
going  patrons  that  we  are  going  t-, 
demand  equitable  adjustment  and  ,\ 
ceiling  price." 


Harry  Unkle  Joins 
Bloomfield  Tool  Corp. 

Harry  Unkle,  formerly  of  Trans 
Lux,  has  joined  the  Bloomfield  Too; 
Corp.,  which  has  acquired  the  pat: 
ents  and  exclusive  rights  to  buili 
and  supply  what  is  said  to  be  th 
only  fully  automatic  film  splicinf 
and  rewinding  machine.  A  recen 
demonstration  of  the  machine  wa 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  filri 
people  in  Washington. 

I 


Mrs.  O.  E.  Belles  Dead 

Cleveland — Mrs.  O.  E.  Belles,  wifj 
of  the  manager  of  the  Haltnortl 
Theater  and  one-time  president  o 
the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Ex 
hibitors  Association,  is  dead  follow 
ing  a  long  illness.  In  addition  t( 
her  husband,  she  is  survived  by  tw< 
sons,  Frank  Belles,  a  local  RKC 
salesman,  and  J.  McFarland,  witl 
NSS  in  Indianapolis. 


n  i  i  n     1 1  i  v  '  n  i 
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CLARKAT  HELM  INJOVT  DECREEJiOVES 

Exchange  Workers  in  Washington  "Essential"? 


Editorial 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

=   By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN      = 


... 


HUT  this  down  in  your  book  of  forecasts: 
'  The  Presidential  campaign,  already 
shaping  up  although  it  may  be  a  year  be- 
fore the  national  conventions  are  held,  is 
certain  to  see  film  biz,  or  at  least  some 
segments  of  it,  dragged  in.  .  .  .  Not  only 
will  the  industry  be  made  a  target  for  mud- 
slinging,  but  it  will  also  be  employed  as  an 
attack  weapon.  ...  So  insists  the  grape- 
vine, which  further  tips  that  certain  per- 
sonalities especially  are  being  quietly  singled 
out  for  attention.  .  .  .  While  the  hit-the- 
movies  line  seems  to  have  its  genesis  with 
the  erstwhile  isolationist  block,  it  need 
not  surprise  if  it  were  given  other  support. 
.  .  .  The  pattern  indeed  has  already  been 
laid  down  by  the  Republican  National  Com- 
mittee with  its  clipsheet  on  Warners'  "Mis- 
sion to  Moscow".  .  .  .  Not  the  least  signi- 
ficant feature  of  that  clipsheet  was  the 
use  of  a  quotation  from  an  article  by  Walter 
Wanger  in  the  current  issue  of  The  Prince- 
ton Public  Opinion  Quarterly.  .  .  .  Wanger 
was  quoted  thiswise,  "Hollywood  is  con- 
cerned about  more  than  censorship.  The 
O.W.I,  shows  a  growing  desire  to  write 
things  into  script.  Indeed  there  is  a 
mounting  desire  to  dominate  production". 
.  .  .  Significant,  too,  is  the  fact  that  the 
Wanger  article  played  a  part  in  the  give- 
and-take  during  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee's  hearing  on  the  War  Agencies 
appropriations  Bill,  with  the  GOP  side  re- 
sponsible for  its  introduction.  ...  A  guess 
that  there  are  those  busily  engaged  in  build- 
ing up  a  "morgue"  with  what  film  leaders 
have  to  say — and  write — for  political  use 
if,  as  and  when  would  not  be  far  out  of  line. 

o 

DOY,  oh  boy,  what  an  industry  this  is 
^  going  to  be  in  the  post-war  era — if  what 
H.  S.  Kahm  has  to  say  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Forbes  magazine,  "the  interpreter  of  busi- 
ness," is  correct.  .  .  .  Kahm's  article  is 
one  of  a  series  on  investment  opportunities 
in  the  post-war  world.  Gazing  in  his  crystal 
ball,  Kahm  tells  you  that  the  industry  is 
headed  for  a  basic  change.  .  .  .that  "Orson 
Welles  and  other  porducers  have  recently 
proved  that  famous  stars  are  not  essential  to 
a  picture's  success;  neither  are  huge  casts 
or  costly  settings".  .  .  .that  "new  major 
studios  are  going  to  make  millions.  Their 
owners  will  be  business  men  with  imagina- 
tion, cpurage  and  not  much  capital".  .  .  . 
that  "there  will  be  lucrative  post-war  oppor- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Flat  Statement  to  That 
Effect  Later  Modified 
By  WMC  Regional  Office 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Washington  branch 
managers  were  told  yesterday  that 
exchange  workers  are  "essential  in- 
sofar as  the  Washington  WMC  reg- 
ional office  is  concerned."  During  the 
course  of  a  meeting  on  the  48-hour 
week,  they  were  told  that  since  mo- 
tion picture  production  is  held  to  be 
essential  to  the  war  effort,  distribu- 
tion must  obviously  be  included.  The 
statement  was  made  three  times,  the 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


20th-Fox  Registers 
$10,000,000  in  Pfd. 


A  preliminary  to  the  deal  with 
Chase  National  for  acquisition  of 
the  latter's  58  per  cent  interest  in 
National  Theaters  for  a  purchase 
price  of  $13,000,000,  20th-Fox  yes- 
terday registered  with  the  SEC  $10,- 
000,000  of  prior  preferred  stock  to 
raise  part  of  the  required  funds. 

The  dividend  rate  of  the  new  issue 
will  be  supplied  by  amendment  to 
the  registration  statement. 

The  underwriting  group  will  be 
(Continued  on  Page   11) 


Boston's  Mayor  Refuses 
To  Ban  WB's  "Moscow' 


Boston — Denying  the  demand  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  to  close 
"Mission  to  Moscow"  and  to  pre- 
vent its  showing  in  the  Boston  area, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


iff oss  Will  Present 
111  Meeting  Feature 

Continuing  the  current  and  vital 
program  of  activities  for  United  Jew- 
ish Appeal,  a  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Town  Hall  on  Monday  evening, 
June  28.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
the  event  will  be  an  informative 
presentation  conceived  and  staged 
by  B.  S.  Moss,  chairman  of  the  re- 
cent UJA  luncheon  held  in  the  Hotel 
Astor  under  the  aegis  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division,  of  which  David 
Bernstein,  Barney  Balaban  and  Major 
Albert   Warner   are   co-chairmen. 

Moss  introduced  the  new  technique 
of  informative  presentation  via  the 
showmanlike  "Much  Ado  About 
Something"  which  highlighted  the 
UJA  luncheon  and  deeply  impressed 
the  more  than  500  film  industry 
leaders  who  attended.  Anton  Lead- 
er, radio  director,  will  direct  the  new 
Moss  offering. 


W0R  to  Use  DuMont 
Tele  for  New  Series 


Radio  Station  WOR  in  New  York 

will    produce    and    present    a    series 

of     experimental     television     shows, 

using  the   facilities   of  the   DuMont 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Films  Strongest  Force 

In  Human  Education — Coe 


San  Francisco — Because  it  is  both 
visual  and  oral,  the  American  mo- 
tion   picture    can    be   the    strongest 

(Continued  on  Page   10) 


Penalty  tor  Delayed  Bookings 

Appeal  Board  Sets  Precedent  in  Pa.  Case 


Catholic  Women  Boycott 
Four  Toledo  Theaters 


Toledo,  O. — Although  the  Legion 
of  Decency  took  "Lady  of  Burles- 
que" off  the  condemned  list,  after 
the  film's  revision  by  its  producer, 
the  Toledo  Council  of  Catholic  Wo- 

(Continued  on  Page   10) 


In  a  precedent-setting  award,  the 
motion  picture  appeal  board  has 
ruled  that  an  intervenor  may  be  pen- 
alized one  day  of  clearance  for  each 
day  of  delay  over  21  days  in  playing 
product  after  first-run. 

Case  invlved  the  complaint  filed 
by  Harry  Fried,  operating  the  Riant 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Anti-Trust  Division  Chief 
To  Gather  Data  on  Tour; 
Crescent  Appeal  Certain 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  (DAILY 

Washington — Tom  C.  Clark, 
former  assistant  to  Thurman  L. 
Arnold  and  successor  to  Arnold 

as  Chief  of  the  Anti-Trust  Division 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  will 
handle  the  New  York  equity  suit 
against  the  majors  himself  in  No- 
vember. Although  he  has  not  yet 
found  the  opportunity  to  study  the 
facts  completely,  Clark  has  already 
determined,  he  said  yesterday,  per- 
(Continued  on  Page   10) 

Detroit  Theaters 
Reopen;  Biz  Off  50% 

Detroit  —  Rioting  was  scattered 
more  in  the  outlying  section  yester- 
day with  no  deaths  reported  for 
several  hours.  Theaters  were  al- 
lowed to  reopen  at  noon.  Exhibitors 
had  staffs  on  hand  in  readiness  to 
(Continued  on  Page   11) 


20th-Fox  and  Max  Gordon 
Close  a  Financing  Deal 

An    agreement    whereby    the    fu 
ture  Broadway  plays  of  Max  Gordon   j 
will   be   financed   by   20th    Century. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Visual  Education 

Tested  In  Detroit 

Detroit — A  formal  schoolroom  to 
be  operated  experimentally  in  the 
use  of  training  films  for  children 
has  been  opened  by  Jam  Handy  Pic- 
ture Service,  producers  of  educa- 
tional and  commercial  films. 

Project  is  being  operated  by  the 
Detroit  Board  of  Education  on  the 
company's  premises,  and  is  expected 
to  develop  some  important  conclu- 
sions on  the  future  use  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  regular  juvenile  educational 
work,  following  their  remarkable  use 
in  military  and  other  wartime  training 
progams. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 16        15'A     15'/2  —    % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)  18i/4    171/2     I8I/4  +     % 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   38%     38         383A   +  1% 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 2%       234       23A  —     % 

East.  Kodak  164'/4  163       164l/4  +   1 1/4 

do  pfd I8O1/2  180'/2  1801/2  —     1/2 

Cen.  Prec.  Eq 21  ?/8     21 1/2     21  %   +     Vs 

Loew's,    Inc 59y4     59y4     59!/4  —     1/4 

Paramount    26        253/8     25%   +     V4 

RKO    91/s       85/8       9       +     i/s 

RKO  $6  pfd 94         931/2     931/2  —     Vi 

20th    Century-Fox    .  .   20i/2     20        20y4  +     1/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  3U/2     31 1/2     311/2+     V4 

Warner  Bros 14 Vs     137/8     14'/s  +     i/8 

do    pfd 86 Vi     86        86      —     Vs 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.     B'way    3s55...77l/4     77 Vi     77Vi     

Para.   Picts.   deb.  4s56 

103  1-16  103  1-32  103  1-32  —1-32 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

10134  10134  10134  _    1/4 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 3i/2       3i/2       3i/2     

Radio-Keith  cvs }%       1%       l3/4+      Vs 

Sonotone  Corp 33/6       3Vi       3%   +     Vs 

Technicolor    12         113,4     12       +     l/8 

Trans-Lux 3Vi       3Vi       3Vi     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.    18i/4     18         18Vi  +     % 
N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 763,4     79V4 

To  Name  Naval  Craft 
For  Eastman  War  Hero 


Scratch-pad 

.  .  .  jottings 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

tunifies  to  establish  commercial  'movie 
schools'  that  will  offer  sugar-coated  instruc- 
tion on  popular  subjects  to  the  public".  .  .  . 
that  the  operation  of  special  theaters  for  the 
"schools"  films — sample  titles  by  Kahm: 
"Secrets  of  a  French  Chef,"  "How  to  Watch 
a  Football  Game,"  "How  to  Win  Friends 
and  Influence  People" — in  every  community 
"will  constitute  major  money-making  op- 
portunities". .  .  .that  after  the  war  "there 
will  be  hundreds  of  thousands"  of  juke-box 
movies  in  operation.  .  .  .  that  trains  will  in- 
clude a  theater  car  for  the  patronage  of 
passengers  on   long  trips. 

By    the    way,   whatever    became    of    Tom 
Thumb  golf? 


Conn.,  Ohio,  Ind.,  Houses 
Fold  for  Hot  Months 


"Nymph"  to  be  July  Pic; 
"Rhine"  for  Labor  Day 

Changes  in  Warners'  Summer  re- 
lease schedule,  putting  "The  Con- 
stant Nymph"  on  the  July  list,  with 
Irving  Berlin's  "This  is  the  Army" 
to  follow  in  August,  were  announced 
yesterday  by  Ben  Kalmenson,  gen- 
eral sales  manager. 

"The  Constant  Nymph,"  will  go 
into  general  distribution  July  23,  on 
which  date  the  picture  also  has  its 
premiere  at  the  New  York  Strand. 
General  release  date  for  "This  is  the 
Army"  has  been  set  for  August  14. 

"Watch  on  the  Rhine,"  which  was 
a  tentative  Summer  release,  goes 
into  the  New  York  Strand  following 
"Constant  Nymph"  as  the  Labor  Day 
holiday  attraction,  with  general  re- 
lease coming  at  about  the  same  time. 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  Loew-Poli- 
Lyric,  stage  and  holdover  pix  house, 
has  closed  for  the  Summer,  and  will 
reopen  for  spot  bookings  only.  The 
Poli,  Meriden  week-end  Winter 
house,  is  now  closed  for  the  Summer. 


Rochester — A  destroyer  escort  will 
be  named  for  Donald  Roy  McAnn, 
formerly  of  Eastman  Kodak,  a  first 
class  gunner's  mate  on  an  aircraft 
carrier.  McAnn  was  awarded  the 
Navy  Cross  posthumously.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Ann has  been  invited  by  Secretary 
of  Navy  Knox  to  christen  the  de- 
stroyer escort. 


New  London,  Conn. — The  1092-seat 
Crown  has  been  closed  by  M  &  P. 
The  Morris  Pouzzner  circuit  has 
taken  over  the  lease  as  of  Aug.  1, 
changing  from  subsequent-run  to 
first  and  second-run. 


Cleveland  — ■  Penn  Square  Hotel, 
following  its  annual  custom,  has 
closed  for  the  Summer.  It  will  re- 
open in  the  Fall  with  its  established 
foreign  film  policy. 


Indianapolis  —  The  Fox  Theater, 
combination  film  and  stage  attrac- 
tions, has  closed  for  the  Summer 
months. 


Sodikman  of  Monogram 
Reports  at  Camp  Upton 


Albany  —  Nate  Sodikman,  Mono- 
gram branch  manager,  was  tendered 
a  testimonial  here  at  Jack's  Res- 
taurant by  the  Variety  Club,  C.  J. 
Latta,  Warner  zone  manager,  han- 
dling the  emcee  job.  Speakers  in- 
cluded Harry  Thomas,  Monogram 
producer  and  Harry  Berkson,  fran- 
chise holder  here  and  in  Buffalo. 

Schine  circuit  officials,  Fabian, 
Warner  Circuit  and  Benton  Theater 
heads  were  on  hand. 

Sodikman  left  yesterday  for  Camp 
Upton,   Army  classification   center. 


Schad  Loses  on  Appeal 
In  His  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Philadelphia— The  U.  S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  yesterday  handed 
down  a  decision  affirming  the  decis- 
ion of  U.  S.  District  Court  Judge  J. 
Cullen  Ganey  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
of  H.  J.  Schad  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and 
others  against  20th  Century-Fox, 
Wilmer  &  Vincent,  Warner  Bros,  and 
others. 

Ganey  had  found  for  the  defen- 
dants and  this  decision  follows  ar- 
gument  on   the   appeal. 


Allied  Caravan  Meetings 
Set  in  Three  Texan  Cities 


Dallas  —  Allied  Caravan  district 
meetings  have  been  planned  by  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied  of 
Texas,  for  Wichita  Falls,  June  28, 
Lubbock,  June  30,  and  Abilene,  July 
2.  Cole  says  voluntary  adhesions 
by  exhibitors  to  the  Caravan  group 
and  many  inquiries  as  to  its  work- 
ings caused  him  to  set  these  dates. 
Others  will  follow  later.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Caravan  project,  dis- 
cussions will  be  held  on  War  Bond 
sales  and  other  industry  war  ef- 
forts. 


Samson  To  Toronto 
Subbing  for  O'Loghlin 


Toronto- — Announcement  has  been 
made  that  Sydney  Samson,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  branch  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, will  fill  in  for  J.  P.  O'Logh- 
lin, general  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Corp.,  Ltd.,  here  until 
O'Loghlin  has  recovered  from  a  heart 
ailment.  The  Canadian  official  is  on 
leave  of  absence  until  June  30  and 
his  vacation  may  be  extended. 


COminC  and  come 


Three  Features  Placed  in 
Final  Block  by  20th-Fox 


Twentieth-Fox's  11th  and  final  sea- 
sonal block  will  number  three  pix — 
"Stormy  Weather,"  "Heaven  Can 
Wait"  and  "Bomber's  Moon,"  to  be 
released  respectively  on  July  16,  23 
and  30 — Tom  Connors  said  yester- 
day. Trio  brings  the  company's  sea- 
sonal release  total  to  45.  Trade- 
screening  dates  will  be  announced 
later. 


HARRY     M.     BESSEY,     secretary-treasurer 
Altec    Service,   has   returned   to   New   York   frorr 
a    week's    trip    through    the    South. 

NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  and  EDDIE  MANNI> 
are  expected  to  leave  the  Coast  Friday  for  New 
York. 

WILLIAM  GERMAN  is  spending  a  fortnight 
on  the  Coast.  /       , 

JED  HARRIS  is  conferring  in  Hollywo*,asu,tt 
Joseph    M.    Schenck   and    Harry   Coetz. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS  headed  West  frorr 
Chicago  yesterday. 

ANDREWS  SISTERS— Mazene,  Patty  and  L: 
Verne — arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  frorr 
Hollywood  to  open  today  on  the  stage  of  the 
N.   Y.    Paramount. 

MARCIA  WINN,  Chicago  Tribune  feature 
writer  is  in  Hollywood  on  a  special  film  assign- 
ment. 

JOE  BURKE,  20th-Fox  traveling  auditor,  ii 
at  the  New  Haven  exchange  for  a  few  week! 
stay. 

FFC.  LOU  JACOBSON,  son  of  Morris  Jacob- 
son,  of  Strand  Amusement  Co.,  Bridgeport,  ant 
himself  formerly  with  Vitagraph,  New  Haven,  i: 
home  from  the  Coast  on  furlough. 

FRANK  OLSON,  business  agent  of  the  Chi- 
cago stagehands  local,  was  here  yesterday  te 
confer  with    IATSE   Prexy   Richard  Walsh. 

LEATRICE   JOY   and    her   daughter,    LEATRICEJ 
JOY  GILBERT,  will  be  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  next 
week     to     co-star     in     "Old     Acquaintance"    al 
Brattle  Hall  Theater. 

HARRY  M.  BESSEY,  secretary-treasurer  of  Al-J 
tec  Service,  has  returned  to  New  York  from  al 
week's  trip  through  the  South. 

MIKE  SIMMONS,  editor  of  M-G-M's  The  Dis-J 
tributor,    leaves   tonight  for  a  swing  around   the] 
offices    in    Maurice    Wolf's    New    England    dis- 
trict.      He    plans    to    visit    the    Albany,    Boston] 
and   New   Haven  offices. 

MITCHELL   RAWSON,    Eastern   publicity  man-1 
ager    for    Warners,     left    New    York    last    night  j 
for    Minneapolis    in    connection    with    the    loca 
preview  of  "Mission  to  Moscow"  with  WALTER  I 
DURANTY   as   speaker. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  president  of  20th  Cen- j 
tury-Fox,    left  for   the  Coast  test  night. 

JACQUES  TOURNEUR,  RKO  director,  is  en- 1 
route  to  the  Coast. 

CLARENCE     MUSE    is    due     from     Hollywooc 
to  direct  the  production  of  Hall  Johnson's  "Run ' 
Little   Children." 

DEAN  MURPHY  leaves  for  the  Coast  July  4 
for  a   part   in    M-C-M's   "Broadway   Rhythm." 

JOHN  FARROW  and  his  wife,  MAUREEN 
O'SULLIVAN,  yesterday  left  the  Coast  for  New 
York. 

IDWALD  JONES,  of  the  Paramount  Studio, 
has  arrived  from  the  Coast  and  is  stopping  al 
the  Warwick. 

SAM  OILMAN,  manager  of  the  Loew  The- 
ater, Harrisburg,  Pa.,  is  vacationing  in  Cleve- 
land. 

SAM  BEALL,  of  the  Cincinnati  Milling  Ma- 
chine Co.,  Cincinnati,  is  in  town  for  two  weeks 
for  production  huddles  on  the  three-reeler,  "The 
Mill  at  War,"  which  he  scripted,  and  which 
Emerson  Yorke  Studio  is  producing  for  the 
company   under  OWI    authorization. 

GEORGE  A.  SMITH,  Paramount  Western  divi- 
sion manager,  has  returned  from  a  three-week 
■*  trip  through  his  territory. 

ALEXANDER    SEVERSKY,     author    of    Disney's) 
Victory  Through  Air  Power,"  is  in  New  York. 


MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

CO.,  INC. 
INSURANCE      ; 

Specializing 

in  requirements  of  the 

Motion   Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
510  W.  6th  St.  Los  Angeles 
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NATURAL!  £ 

"Get  it  in  early  and  get  it  in  long,  for  what  Gary  Grant  has  done  to  the 
box-office  in  the  past  is  a  small  example  of  what  this  picture  will  do." 

—  Showmen* 's  Trade  Review 

GRAM*  SLAM! 

"  'Mr.  Lucky'  should  prove  just  that  to  the  exhibitor  who  plays  it." 

—  Film  Daily 

JACKPOT! 

"As  entertaining,  exciting  and  suspenseful  a  picture  as  has  come  to 

the     screen  in  many  a  day."  — Motion  Picture  Herald 

BINGO! 

"One  of  the  best  Gary  Grants  . . .  audiences  will  get  a  good  ride  for 

their  money."  —  Motion  Picture  Daily 

W 


TRIPLE  SIXES! 

"As  fresh  as  this  week's  ration  coupon  . . .  top  entertainment  aiming 

for  hefty  grosses."        —  Variety 

BLACKJACK! 

"Peg  it  for  top  money." 

—  Boxoffice 

GIN! 

"Box  office  importance  guar- 
anteed... Gary  Grant  scores 
a  solid  personal  hit." 

—  Hollywood  Reporter 


PAYOFF! 

"Glass  entertainment . .  .will 
register  big  at  the  box  office." 

—  Hollywood  Variety 


Full  pages  in  LIFE,  LOOK,  COLLIER'S  and  the  en- 
tire FAN  GROUP  totaling  13,247,981  circulation 
...  to  send  the  nation's  millions  to  the  theatres8 
showing  the  picture  that's  100<£  the  kind  of 
happy  entertainment  everybody's  eager  for 
right  NOW! 
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Appeal  Board  Rules 
Penally  for  Delays 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
^eater,  Conshohocken,  Pa.,  against 
the  five  consenting  companies  and 
the  Norris  Amusement  Co.,  the  lat- 
ter operating  the  Norris,  Grand  and 
G«ayck   in    Norristown,   Pa.      Com- 

_?>nt  charged  that  the  14-day 
^  It --ranee  granted  to  the  three  named 
theaters  was  unreasonable.  The  ar- 
bitrator ruled  that  the  14-day  clear- 
ance held  by  the  Norris  should  re- 
main, but  he  cut  the  clearance  of 
the  Grand  to  11  days  and  of  the 
Gavrick  to  seven  days,  and  further 
directed  that  pictures  should  be  made 
available  to  the  Riant  not  later  than 
GO  days  after  first-run  Philadelphia. 

Complainant  appealed,  contending:  that  the 
relief  was  inadequate  and  that  pictures 
should  be  made  available  to  the  Riant  not 
later  than  34  days  after  Philadelphia  first - 
run.  After  reviewing-  the  ease,  the  appeal 
board  ruled  that  the  clearance  schedule  set 
up  by  the  arbitrator  should  remain,  pro- 
vided, however,  "that  in  the  event  that  any 
one  of  said  three  theaters  shall  commence 
■lo  play  first-run  a  picture  more  than  21 
ifter  it  has  become  available  to  that 
theater,  then  the  clearance  of  that  theater 
over  the  Riant  shall  be  reduced  by  one  day 
for  each  day  of  such  delay,  except  that  in 
no  event  shall  such  clearance  be  reduced 
to   less   than    one   day." 

By  way  of  illustration,  the  Grand  will 
have  11  days  clearance  over  the  Riant. 
Should  it  commence  to  play  a  picture  25 
days  after  its  availability,  its  clearance  over 
he  Riant  is  reduced  seven  days,  and  should 
t  commence  to  play  a  picture  34  days  after 
availability,  its  clearance  over  the  Riant 
is  reduced  to   one  day. 

The  Riant  is  about  five  miles  from  the 
three  intervening:  theaters. 


"U"  Chi.  Meeting  Friday 

Chicago  —  District  sales  confer- 
ence of  the  Universal  sales  staff  will 
be  held  at  the  Blackstone  hotel  Fri- 
i  day  and  Saturday. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Ney   Haven — Lt.   Frank   Manente, 

former    assistant   at   the    Loew-Poli 

|  here,  will  be  married  to  Grayce  Coca 

of  New   Haven   on  June   30   at   St. 

Mary's   Church. 


Cleveland — Eugene  Frank,  former 
manager  at  the  Embassy  Theater, 
recently  honorably  discharged  from 
|  the  Army  because  of  over  age,  was 
married  last  week  to  Eleanor  Wied- 
der,  secretary  at  the  Community  Cir- 
cuit of  which  the  Embassy  is  a  unit. 
Frank  is  now  engaged  in  war  work. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Jean  Goodman  of 
the  20th-Fox  exchange  is  engaged 
to  be  married  to  Lt.  Leon  Schloss- 
berg,  USN. 

Toronto — Jean  Natalie  Nathanson, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Nathanson  and  the 
late  N.  L.  Nathanson,  was  united  in 
1  marriage  to  George  S.  Levin  of  To- 
ronto in  Holy  Blossom  Temple,  the 
ritual  being  performed  by  Rabbi  M. 
N.  Eisendrath  of  New  York  and 
Toronto.  Bride  was  given  in  mar- 
triage  by  her  brother,  Paul  L.  Na- 
thanson. 


T  T  T 

Democracy  at  Worh 

•  •  •  ON  the  editorial  page  of  the  20th-Fox  Dynamo's  June  19 
issue  is  a  seven-line  item  decidedly  worth  noting, — for  it  proves  both 
the  sincerity  and  the  democracy  of  the  Spyros  Skouras  regime,  as  well  as 
the  progressiveness  and  wisdom  of  the  company's  promotional  general- 
issimo, Hal  Home ■  ■  The  item  invites  everyone  in  the  20th-Fox  sales 

setup  to  suggest  the  sort  of  ads  each  would  like  to  see  in  the  trade 

papers Inasmuch   as  it   is  the   salesman   who  vends  product,  the 

type-and-content  of  ads  which  can  best  help  him  do  so  is  properly 
of  concern  to  the  said  salesman ......  So,  he  is  urged  to  "Loosen  up! 

We're  all  playing  on  the  same   team!" This  comer  predicts   that 

many  constructive  suggestions  will  be  forthcoming,  and,  further,  that 
the  Dynamo  invitation  will  have  a  most  constructive  effect  upon  a  body 
of  men  who  are  the  very  backbone  of  distribution  processes,  and  whose 
experiences  day  in  and  day  out,  right  on  the  firing  line,  qualify  them 
to  speak,  with  authority 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  Andrews  Sisters,  who  head  the  new  stage  show  open- 
ing today  at  the  New  York  Paramount,  were  "at  home"  via  a  cocktail 

party  yesterday  at  the  Mayflower When  the  Sisters  step  out  on  the 

Para,  boards  today,  by  the  way,  'twill  be  the  fifth  return  engage- 
ment  Not  bad,  not  bad.  ...      •   Metro's  Judy  Garland  will  appear 

as  soloist  at  Robin  Hood  Dell,  Philly,  July  1,  with-  Andre  Kostalanetz 
directing.  ...  •  Sponsoring  committee  for  the  National  War  Fund 
premiere  of  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  at  the  Rivoli  July  14  is  headed 

by  Mrs.  John  T.  Pratt For  your  info,  the  NWF  is  a  unified  war 

relief  fund  raising  org.  with  which  is  affiliated  such  groups  as  Greek 
War  Relief,  United  China  Relief,  Russian  War  Relief,  etc.,  etc.,  etc., 
for  which  in  the  past  the  industry  individually  has  campaigned  vigor- 
ously. ...  •  Tennant  C.  Wright,  Jr.,  son  of  Warners'  production 
manager,  was  graduated  Saturday  from  St.  Johns  Military  Academy  as 
honor  man  of  his  class 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


"This  is  the  Army" 
Prints  Upped  to  450 

Technicolor  print  order  for  Irving 
Berlin's  "This  is  the  Army"  has  been 
increased  by  Warners  to  approxi- 
mately 450,  the  highest  quota  in  sev- 
eral years,  it  is  revealed  with  the 
return  of  Ben  Kalmenson,  general 
sales  manager,  from  Coast  confer- 
ences with  Jack  L.  Warner,  executive 
producer,  and  Charles  Einfeld,  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity. 

Kalmenson  is  now  huddling  with 
Mort  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  in  the  East, 
and  other  home  office  executives  re- 
garding plans  for  opening  the  pic- 
ture throughout  the  country  start- 
ing the  last  week  in  July  when  the 
film  has  its  premiere  at  the  Holly- 
wood Theater  on  Broadway. 

Technicolor  laboratories  will  make 
an  effort  to  turn  out  all  the  prints 
by  the  end  of  July. 


Boston's  Mayor  Refuses 
To  Ban  WB's  "Moscow' 


WOR  to  Use  DuMont 
Tele  for  New  Series 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Mayor  Maurice  Tobin  yesterday  is- 
sued  this    statement: 

"Russia  is  our  ally,  a  very  strong 
one,  and  a  friendly  nation  always. 
To  say  that  'Mission  to  Moscow'  is 
propaganda,  is  sheer  nonsense. 

"Therefore  as  Mayor  of  Boston,  I 
refuse  to  lend  my  efforts  toward 
any  move  to  prevent  the  picture 
being  shown  in  Boston  and  am  con- 
fident that  thinking  people  every- 
where will  agree  with  me." 

20,000  Blood  Donors 
Sent  by  Gotham  Exhibs. 

More  than  20,000  blood  donors 
have  been  sent  to  the  Red  Cross  by 
this  city's  exhibs.  since  the  start  of 
their  campaign  to  recruit  for  the 
Red  Cross  blood  banks  on  Feb.  4, 
according  to  New  York  City  chair- 
man Eddie  Dowden,  who  has  been 
handling  the  campaign  for  the  WAC. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

station  W2XWV,  every  Tuesday 
night  starting  July  6.  Theodore  C. 
Streibert,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  WOR,  said  yester- 
day that  the  move  was  among  the 
first  steps  in  the  station's  post-war 
planning,  enabling  the  staff  to  fa- 
miliarize itself  with  the  demands 
and    technique    of   television. 

Artists  associated  with1  WOR  will 
have  a  chance  to  experiment  with 
delivery,  makeup  and  other  facets 
of  the  field.  Technicians  under  J.  R. 
Poppele,  WOR's  chief  engineer,  will 
be  invited  to  attend  the  programs 
in  order  to  observe  the  technical 
side. 

Time  will  be  made  available  to 
advertisers  and  agencies  which  cur- 
rently are  using  WOR  to  adapt  their 
shows  to  television.  The  programs 
will  run  an  hour.  Except  for  the 
use  of  DuMont  facilities,  there  will 
be  no  other  connection  between  the 
two   organizations. 

Meanwhile,  leading  television  en- 
tertainers will  participate  in  the 
first  anniversary  telecast  of  the  Du- 
Mont station  Sunday  night.  Stars 
who  appeared  on  the  initial  show 
June  28,  1942,  will  be  seen  and  heard 
on  the   90-minute   show. 


20th-Fox  and  Max  Gordon 
Close  a  Financing  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Fox  was  consummated  yesterday. 
The  tie-up,  which  is  for  an  indefinite 
period,  will  permit  20th-Fox  to  have 
first  bid   on   hit   productions. 

Gordon's  first  production  for  Fall 
presentation  has  not  been  deter- 
mined, although  a  number  of  plays 
are  being  considered.  The  deal  is 
in  no  way  affects  a  similar  arrange- 
ment with  Jed  Harris. 

Gordon's  current  stage  produc- 
tions, "Junior  Miss,"  "The  Dough- 
girls"  and  "Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms,"  will  not  come  in  under  the 
deal  inasmuch  as  they  were  on  the 
boards  before  the  20th-Fox  deal  was 
made.  Several  of  Gordon's  stage 
offerings  have  been  made  into  pic- 
tures; namely,  "Dodsworth,"  "Ro- 
berta," "The  Women"  and  "My  Sis- 
ter Eileen." 


STORKS 


Evansville,  Ind. — It's  a  girl  at  the 
home  of  Oscar  Fine,  of  the  Premier 
Theaters  Circuit. 


Stork  played  a  double-header  at 
the  Warners  home  offices  Monday, 
bringing  a  boy  to  Gil  Golden,  adver- 
tising manager,  and  a  girl  to  Ernest 
Lange  of  the  playdate  department. 

The  Golden  heir  made  his  debut  at 
Roscoe,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Lange  infant 
arrived  at  Medical   Center. 
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Biggest  of  the  big  ones  from 

UNITED  ARTISTS 


Join  the  Shangri-La  War  Stamp  Drive  During  July! 
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Some  of  Court's  Provisions 
In  Decree  Unsatisfactory 
To  Department  of  Justice 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sonally  to  represent  the  Government 
in  whatever  course  it  elects  to  pur- 
sue when  the  three-year  trial  per- 
iod of  the  New  York  consent  decree 
expires. 

Clark    said    also    that   he    in- 
tends to  gather  material  on  the 
case  at  first  hand  this  Summer, 
and  would  welcome  all  submis- 
sions of  evidence  by  exhibitors, 
distributors  and  anyone  else  in- 
volved.    He  intends  to  visit  all 
or  nearly  all  of  the  anti-trust  di- 
vision's regional  offices  this  Sum- 
mer,  and   hopes   to  talk  to   ex- 
hibitors at  all  of  them.      Like- 
wise he  intends  to  confer  with 
producers  and  distributors  both 
in  New  York  and  Los  Angeles. 
The    anti-trust   division    has    reg- 
ional offices  in  Boston,  Chicago,  Dal- 
las,   Denver,    Detroit,    Kansas    City, 
Los    Angeles,    New    Orleans,    New 
York,   Philadelphia,   St.   Louis,    San 
Francisco,     Seattle     and     Cleveland. 
The  soft-spoken  Texan  who  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  top  trust-busting  spot 
in    the    Federal    Government    hopes 
to  talk  with  exhibitors  in  all  these 
cities. 

Clark  has  made  it  plain  in  the 
past  that  he  expects  to  reach  his  de- 
cision as  to  what  move  the  Depart- 
ment shall  make  in  the  New  York 
case  strictly  on  the  basis  of  the 
evidence  presented  him.  As  for  pres- 
sure from  other  departments  of  the 
Government  to  "go  easy,"  he  said 
there  has  been  no  evidence  thus  far 
of  any  such  pressure.  He  has  never 
discussed  the  case  with  Army  rep- 
resentatives, he  said,  although  he 
sees  them  daily  to  discuss  other 
cases  before  the  division.  Neither 
has  he  heard  anything  from  any 
members  of  Congress.  The  only 
man  who  could  legally  block  any 
anti-trust  action  at  this  time,  he 
said,  is  Donald  M.  Nelson,  WPB  di- 
.  rector. 

The  Crescent  Amusement  case 
is  definitely  headed  for  the  Su- 
preme Court,  said  Clark.  If  the 
defendants  don't  press  their  ap- 
peal, the  Department  will,  be- 
cause it  is  dissatisfied  with  some 
of  the  provisions  of  the  decree. 


Gov't  to  Appeal  if  Crescent  Doesn't,  Says  Clark 

REVIEWS 

'Henry  Aldrich  Swings 


Screen  Name  No  Aid 
To  Fame  in  Marines 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Lt.  Stirling  W. 
Hayden,  USMC,  former  Hollywood 
actor,  has  petitioned  Superior  Court 
here  for  permission  to  change  his 
name  to  John  Hamilton.  His  wife, 
Madeleine  Carroll,  joined  him  in  the 
petition.  Lt.  Hayden  stated  that 
his  identity  as  a  former  film  star 
was  interfering  with  his  career  in  the 
Marine  Corps.  Hearing  has  been 
scheduled  for  Friday. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

CRACIE   FIELDS,   termer,  20th-Fox. 

RAY  COLLINS,  termer,  M-C-M. 

JOHNNIE  COY,   Paramount. 

JAMES  CAIN,  script,  "The  Moon,  Their  Mis- 
tress,"  Seymour   Nebenzal-UA. 

JACK  COLE,  dance  director,  "Kismet,"  M-C-M. 

GRACIE    FIELDS,    termer,    20th-Fox. 

ROBERT   ELWYN,   M-C-M. 

EDWARD   C.    ROBINSON,   "Tampico,"   20th-Fox. 

RAY  ENRICHT,  director,  "Cung  Ho,"  Walter 
Wanger  for  Universal. 

JACK  MOSS,  producer,  "Duffy's  Tavern,"  Jack 
Skirball-Leo  Spitz  for  UA. 

REOPTIONED 

JOHN   M.  STAHL,  director,  20th-Fox. 

POLA  NEGRI,  Andrew  Stone. 

SCHEDULED 

"Tower  of  Strength,"  story  and  screenplay, 
BARONESS  LILI  HATVANY;  producer,  ROB- 
ERT   BUCKNER. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

HARRY  D.  EDWARDS,  associate  producer,  "Tiger 
Fangs,"   PRC. 

FRITZ  LANG,  director,  "Ministry  of  Fear,"  Para- 
mount. 


JACK  FIER,  producer,  "Doughboys  in  Ireland," 
Columbia. 

JOHN  ERSKINE  and  JOHN  MEEHAN,  screen- 
play,   "Kismet,"    M-G-M. 

EDWARD  KAY,  musical  score,  "Spotlight  Re- 
vue,"  Monogram. 

LOTHAR  MENDES,  director,  "Tampico,"  War- 
ners. 

STEVE  SEKELY,  director,  "Dime  a  Dance," 
Monogram. 

VAL    RASET,    dances,    "Hey    Rookie,"    Columbia. 

FRANK  STRAYER,  producer-director,  "Footlight 
Clamour,"  Columbia. 

CASTINGS 

HARRY  CAREY  and  LAIRD  CRECAR,  "Through 
Embassy  Eyes,"  20rh-Fox;  JENNIFER  JONES, 
"Since  You  Went  Away,"  David  0.  Selznick; 
ERROL  FLYNN,  "Uncertain  Glory,"  Warners; 
MARJORIE  REYNOLDS  and  DAN  DURYEA,  "Min- 
istry of  Fear,"  Paramount;  CANADA  LEE,  "Life- 
boat," 20th-Fox;  COUNT  BASIE'S  ORK.,  "Man 
of  the  Family,"  Universal;  MARY  BETH  HUGHES 
and  RICHARD  ARLEN,  "Timber  Queen,"  Pine- 
Thomas  for  Paramount;  JEFF  DONNELL,  "Dough- 
boys in  Ireland,"  Columbia;  ANN  SAVACE, 
JONATHAN  HALE  and  GRACE  HAYLE,  "Foot- 
light  Clamour,"  Columbia;  ROBERT  SHAYNE, 
"Shine  on   Harvest  Moon,"   Warners. 


Catholic  Women  Boycott 
Four  Toledo  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

men  has  slapped  a  three  months' 
boycott  on  four  houses  which  played 
the  film  in  its  "C"  version. 

Originally  aimed  at  Loew's  Valen- 
tine, first-run  house,  and  Loew's  Es- 
quire, holdover  house,  the  penalty 
was  extended  to  the  Palace,  oper- 
ated by  Skirball  Brothers,  and  the 
Colony,  operated  by  Associated  The- 
aters, Inc.,  Cleveland,  both  second- 
run  houses. 

The  boycott  lasts  until  August  31. 
Managers  yesterday  reported  busi- 
ness not  affected. 

Monsignor  Max  Walz,  chancellor 
of  the  Toledo  Diocese,  covering  19 
northwestern  Ohio  counties,  in  a 
statement  expressed  the  opinion  the 
Legion  should  have  denied  the  pic 
the  courtesy  of  a  revised  judgment. 
Even  though  the  film  was  reclassi- 
fied, the  Chancellory  office  in  the 
Toledo  Diocese  insists  that  there  will 
be  no  change  in  its  attitude  towards 
theaters   exhibiting   the   film. 


Matters  of  stock  ownership  and 
combination  purchasing  were  not 
satisfactorily  covered  in  the  de- 
cree,  he   said. 

Clark  revealed  also  that  he  has 
granted  a  two-week  extension  to  the 
Schine  Circuit  for  its  filing  of  a 
report  in  connection  with  the  con- 
sent decree  in  that  case.  The  re- 
port on  compliance  was  due  Satur- 
day of  last  week,  but  Clark  granted 
an  extra  two  weeks. 


Shea  in  Dual  Capacity 
Under  New  Cagney  Deal 

Joe  Shea,  who  joins  Cagney  Pro- 
ductions on  July  1,  will  function  as 
New  York  publicity  manager  and 
storv    editor. 


Films  Strongest  Force 

In  Human  Education — Coe 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
single  instrumentality  of  human  edu- 
cation, Charles  Francis  Coe,  vice- 
president  and  general  counsel  of  the 
MPPDA,  told  the  Pacific  Advertising 
Association  at  its  banquet  here  yes- 
terday. 

"By  pedagogic  showing  of  democ- 
racy in  operation,"  he  continued,  "it 
reveals  effortlessly  all  that  democ- 
racy does  for  the  common  man. 
Shown  to  the  bewildered  and  be- 
nighted subjects  of  dictators,  it  will 
more  quickly  than  anything  else 
clear  the  way  to  a  better  world." 

Co©  asserted  that  "every  American  motion 
picture  theater  is  an  outlet  for  dramatic 
demonstration  of  a  free  people  living-  in  a 
free  country."  Adding  that  it  cannot  be 
otherwise,  Coe  said  that  the  "homes,  the 
appliances,  the  good  free  earth  and  the 
styles  and  customs  reveal  to  the  world's 
downtrodden  what  democracy  means  to  the 
average  home.     It  is  inescapable." 

Coe  told  his  audience  that  "the  next 
time  you  enjoy  a  movie  in  your  theater, 
draw  added  joy  from  the  knowledge  that 
your  paid  presence  there  enables  the  show- 
ing- of  feature  pictures  to  our  fighters  on 
the  fronts  of  the  world  with  the  compli- 
ments of  the  motion  picture  industry.  You 
share  that  service  with  us.  Not  only  do 
motion  pictures  'keep  the  home  fires  burn- 
ing,' they  light  them  on  the  battle  fronts 
of  the  world.  More  than  11,000  shows  have 
so   been   provided." 


Harmon's  Address  Heard 
By  300  in  Salt  Lake  City 

Salt  Lake  City— With  Acting  Gov- 
ernor Monson,  President  Grant  Mc- 
Farland  of  the  State  Senate,  Mayor 
A.  B.  Jenkins  and  former  Governor 
Mabey  among  those  present,  Francis 
Harmon,  WAC  executive  vice-chair- 
man, addressed  an  audience  of  more 
than  300  industryites  and  others  at 
the  Hotel  Utah  yesterday.  Harmon, 
who  goes  to  Denver  after  confer- 
ences here  today,  later  spoke  over 
Station  KSL.  Industry  war  program 
was   detailed   and   emphasized. 


It' 
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with    Jimmy    Lydon,    Charles    Smith, 

Chandler,  Vaughn   Glaser,   Marian   ftsy, 
Paramount  65  Mins. 

COMEDY,  YOUTH,  PEP  AND  MUSIC 
MERGE  TO  PLEASE  ALDRICH  FANS  AND 
PIC-GOERS  GENERALLY. 

Sustained  popularity  of  the  screen  and 
radio  character,  young  Henry  Aldrich,  as- 
sures exhibs.  of  a  ready-made  audience 
whose  purchased  admissions  form  a  basic 
and  valuable  increment  of  box-office 
"takes."  In  this  latest  saga  of  his  en- 
chantments and  entanglements,  as  per- 
sonified by  Jimmy  Lydon,  he  is  seen  in  a 
puppy-love  romance  with  his  music  teacher, 
Marian  Hall.  Of  course,  the  latter  is  rather 
embarrassed  and  tolerant  of  it  all,  and  his 
pretty  and  true  sweetheart,  Mimi  Chandler, 
justifiably  disgusted,  but  at  the  finish 
Jimmy's  two  feet  are  back  on  solid  and 
more   realistic  ground. 

What  puts  them  there  is  a  series  of 
none-too-comfortable  experiences  growing 
out  of  his  having,  in  one  of  his  usual  pre- 
occupied moments,  filched  by  mistake  the 
$10,000  Stradivarius  violin  belonging  to  a 
top-flight  concert  artist,  Fritz  Feld.  Into 
the  story  is  woven  the  fact  that  a  ring  of 
thieves  is  after  the  same  instrument.  Com- 
plications collect  thick  and  fast,  but  Jimmy 
is  vindicated  and  coincidentally  comes  to 
enjoy  a  semi-hero's  niche  by  championing 
the  cause  of  his  easy-to-look-at  music  in- 
structor, who,  in  the  welter  of  events,  faces 
dismissal  from  her  high  school  post,  chiefly 
because  she  showed  a  respect  for  swing 
melodies  as  a  legitimate  musical  form. 

Comedy,  alternating  with  hot  licks  and 
wholesome  human  interest,  conspire  to  make 
"Henry  Aldrich  Swings  It"  a  good  hour-and- 
five-minutes  of  entertainment  for  audiences 
of  all  types.  Hugh  Bennett's  direction 
shows  his  keen  showmanship  as  well  as 
understanding  of  the  behavior  of  the  young- 
er generation.  Performances  by  the  kid 
musicians  are  a  credit  to  them. 

CAST:  Jimmy  Lydon,  Charles  Smith,  Mimi 
Chandler,  Vaughn  Glaser,  Marian  Hall, 
Beverly  Hudson,  John  Litel,  Olive  Blakeney, 
Dick  Baron,  Fritz  Feld,  Steve  Geray,  Matt 
McHugh,  Bernard  Medell,  Ed  bearing, 
Charles  Arnt. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  MacEwen; 
Associate  Producer,  Michael  Kraike;  Direc- 
tor, Hugh  Bennett;  Original  Screenplay 
Val  Burton,  Muriel  Roy  Bolton;  Cameraman, 
Daniel  Fapp;  Music  Direction,  Troy  Sanders; 
Song  by  Jule  Styne  and  Kim  Gannon;  Art 
Direction,  Hans  Dreier  and  Frank  Bachelin; 
Film  Editor,  Archie  Marshek;  Sound  Re- 
cording, Gene  Marritt  and  Philip  Wisdom; 
Set  Decoration,  George  Sawley. 

DIRECTION,  Clever.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Elman  Exchange  to  Move 

Chicago — Henry  Elman's  Capitol 
Exchange  is  preparing  to  move  to 
larger  quarters  at  1325  So.  Wabash 
Ave. 


ii  Exchange  Workers  in 
Capitol  "Essential"! 
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third  time  in  response  to  a  question 
:irom  Pat  Scollard,  head  of  Para- 
mount branch  operations,  who  was 
here  from  New  York.  Scollard  im- 
P1iv^i.  as  he  had  put  the  question, 
:  sj  he  intended  to  publicize  the 
statement. 

The  Washington  office  has  not  yet 
had  any  occasion  to  reach  a  deci- 
sion in  the  case  of  exhibitor  em- 
ployes. 

After  yesterday's  meeting,  however,  the 
WMC  office  changed  its  statement  somewhat. 
Whereas  the  statement  was  made  during'  the 
meeting  with  no  strings  attached,  a  WMC 
representative  later  said  that  the  essentiality 
of  exchange  workers  was  dependent  upon 
;heir  inclusion  in  the  local  labor  stabilization 
plan,  and  their  inclusion  in  the  plan  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  degree  to  which  they  go 
under  the  48-hour  week. 

The  meeting  was  called  in  order  to  provide 
i  hearing  for  local  branch  managers  to  ex- 
plain why  they  felt  the  48-hour  week  un- 
desirable for  their  operations.  James  Mur- 
phy, assistant  to  F.  Thomas  Murray,  head 
>f  Universal  branch  operations,  and  Jack 
Dewald  of  the  RKO  home  office  were  on 
hand,   as  well  as  Scollard. 

The  industry  representatives  left  with 
the  impression  that  the  local  WMC  office 
was  impressed  by  their  argument  that  noth- 
ing constructive  would  be  accomplished  by 
■stretching  out  the  film  row  work  week.  A 
plan  is  to  be  drawn  up  by  company  heads 
ind  submitted  jointly,  with  all  exchanges 
here  standing  together.  Thirty  days  has 
been   allowed  for  the  filing  of  the  brief. 


Detroit  Theaters 
Reopen;  Biz  Off  50% 
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reopen,  and  were  able  to  assure 
authorities  of  their  ability  to  handle 
the  crowds.  It  was  expected  amuse- 
ment in  film  theaters  would  work 
off  some  of  the  mob's  energy  harm- 
lessly. Even  houses  in  center  of 
rioting  on  Woodward  Avenue  were 
reopening. 

Business,  however,  was  off  about 
50  per  cent.  Colored  patronage  was 
totally  missing  in  this  sector,  point- 
ing to  a  possible  radical  change  in 
patronage  composition  and  the  neces- 
sity of  new  policies  if  all  nine  houses 
attempt  to  survive. 

Theater  property  damage  in  the  riot  cen- 
ter is  negligible,  but  some  fronts  are  re- 
ported damaged  in  the  colored  section 
where  stores  were  looted.  White  owners 
have  been  unable  to  establish  contact  in 
some  cases,  but  at  least  one  colored  house, 
the  Castle,  owned  by  the  Broder  Circuit, 
reported  by  telephone  it  would  open  last 
night  if  film  delivery  through  riot  zone 
could  be  completed. 

The  reopening  order  enforces  closing  at 
9:15  p.m..  so  the  tri-county  curfew  at 
10  p.m.  can  be  enforced.  Major  league 
ball  games  and  racing  programs  remain 
closed   by    the   order. 


July  War  Stamp  Campaign 
Gets  Ready  Exhib.  Backing 

Hundreds  of  indie  exhibs.  have 
pledged  co-op  to  the  WAC  Theaters 
Division  in  the  War  Stamp  drive  to 
build  an  aircraft  carrier  for  the 
»Navy,  while  circuit-  operated  houses 
will  be  almost  100  per  cent  mobi- 
lized, Si  Fabian  reported  yesterday. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  COMMISSIONED  * 

CORDON  WATSON,  USN,  formerly,  Bell  & 
Howell,  Chicago,  commissioned  a  lieutenant 
(i.g.t. 

ROBERT  ADAMS,  USAAF,  formerly,  Bell  & 
Howell,  Chicago,  commissioned  a  2nd  lieu- 
tenant. 

—  •  — 

*  PROMOTED  * 

RAY  HEUMANN,  USA,  formerly,  Bell  &  Howell, 
Chicago,    to    technical    sergeant. 


Frank  Blum  Buys  Philly  House 

Philadelphia  —  Frank  Blum,  who 
operates  the  Stonehurst  Theater  in 
the  suburban  area  of  Philadelphia 
yesterday  purchased  the  Sedgewick 
which  is  under  lease  to  Stanley- War- 
ner until  1948. 


Form  Terneen  Productions 
To  Star  Pat  O'Brien 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— Pat  O'Brien,  Phil  L. 
Ryan,  Judge  Lester  Roth  and  How- 
ard B.  Henshey  have  incorporated 
in  Sacramento  as  Terneen  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  to  produce  independent 
films  starring  O'Brien.  The  new  cor- 
poration has  a  capital  setup  of  12,- 
500  shares  of  common  stock  with  no 
par  value. 

Ryan  will  produce  the  O'Brien  pic- 
tures with  the  first  scheduled  to  go 
before  the  cameras  about  Nov.  1. 
Although  no  statement  has  been  is- 
sued regarding  distribution  it  is  un- 
derstood Columbia  will  handle  re- 
lease of  the  pictures. 


20th-Fox  Registers 
$10,000,000  in  Pfd. 
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headed  by  Lehman  Brothers  and 
Hayden,  Stone  &  Co.,  and  will  in- 
clude Blyth  &  Co.,  Inc.  Stockholders 
will  hold  a  special  meeting  July  6 
to  authorize  the  prior  preferred  is- 
sue and  to  approve  exercise  of  the 
company's  option  to  buy  the  National 
stock.  Public  offering  of  the  prior 
preferred  is  expected  within  a  few 
days  after  that  authorization. 

Twentieth-Fox   now   owns   42   per 
cent  of  National  Theaters  common. 
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(Hitherto    Released    Through    20th    Century- 
Fox  and   United  Artists) 


STARS !     STARS !     STARS ! 


M  CAROL  a. 

*  REED       * 

ROBERT 

*  STEVENSON  * 

"*  RAOUL  "A 

*  WALSH      * 

* ••••••> 


FOR    A    STAR-STUDDED    FRANCHISE 

WIRE  —  WRITE  —   PHONE 


RICY^ 


fei 


GEORGE    HIRLIMAN 


IRVIN      SHAPIRO 


WARNER  BROS.'  TRADE  SHOWINGS  OF 

THE  CONSTANT  NYMPH" 

starring 

CHARLES  BOYER.JOAN  FONTAINE- Alexis  Smithy 


CITY 

PLACE  OF  SHOWING 

ADDRESS 

Albany 

Warner  Screening  Room 

79  N.  Pearl  St. 

Atlanta 

RKO  Screening  Room 

191  Walton  St.  N.  W. 

Boston 

RKO  Screening  Room 

122  Arlington  St. 

Buffalo 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

464  Franklin  St. 

Charlotte 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

308  So.  Church  St. 

Chicago 

Warner  Screening  Room 

1307  S.  Wabash  Ave. 

Cincinnati 

RKO  Screening  Room 

Palace  Th.  Bldg.  E.  6th 

Cleveland 

Warner  Screening  Room 

2300  Payne  Ave. 

Dallas 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1803  Wood  St. 

Denver 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

21st  &  Stout  Sts. 

Des  Moines 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1300  High  St. 

Detroit 

Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

2310  Cass  Ave. 

Indianapolis 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

116  W.Michigan 

Kansas  City 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1720  Wyandotte  St. 

Los  Angeles 

Vitagraph  Sc.  Rm. 

2025  S.  Vermont  Ave. 

Memphis 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

362  S.  Second  St. 

Milwaukee 

Warner  Th.  Sc.  Rm. 

212  W.  Wisconsin  Ave. 

Minneapolis 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1015  Currie  Ave. 

New  Haven 

Warner  Th.  Proj.  Rm. 

70  College  St. 

New  Orleans 

Paramount  Sc.  Rm. 

215  S.  Liberty  St. 

New  York 

Home  Office  Sc.  Rm. 

321  W.  44th  St. 

Oklahoma 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

10  North  Lee  Ave. 

Omaha 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1502  Davenport  St. 

Philadelphia 

Vine  St.  Sc.  Rm. 

1220  Vine  St. 

Pittsburgh 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 

Portland 

Star  Sc.  Rm. 

925  N.W.  19th  Ave. 

Salt  Lake 

20th  Century-Fox  Sc.  Rm. 

212  E.  1st  South 

San  Francisco 

Republic  Sc.  Rm. 

221  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

Seattle 

Jewel  Box  Sc.  Rm. 

2318  Second  Ave. 

St.  Louis 

S'renco  Sc.  Rm. 

3143  Olive  St. 

Washington 

Earle  Th.  Bldg. 

13th  8C  E.  Sts.  N.  W. 

Day  and  Date 
Mon.  6/28 

Time 

12:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28» 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

1:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

7:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

8:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

12:45  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

1:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

1:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

11:00  A.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

1:30  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

2:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

1:00  P.M. 

Mon.  6/28 

10:30  A.M. 

Join  July  WAR  STAMP  Drive! 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


DISCLOSE  "BREAK"  IN  CRESCENTJMDER 

Warner  Gross  for  1942-1943  Will  Hit  New  High 


Record  Six  Months  From 
Half  Number  of  Features 
Dn  Pre-War  Schedules 


A  sharp  increase  in  inventory,  re- 

ulting  from  the  company's  growing 

i.eklog    of    unreleased    productions, 

.id    indications   that   gross   for   the 

fall  fiscal  year  1942-43  will  top  all 

revious    years    by    a    wide   margin 

esult  in  payment  of  more  than 

"0,000   in  taxes  to  the  govern- 

,  are  among  highlights  gleaned 

r  mi  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  War- 

(Continued   on   Page   7) 


luvenile  Vandalism 
Rampant  in  Toledo 


Akron,  O. — Seat-cutting  and  noise- 
naking  by  juvenile  patrons  is  in- 
creasing the  grey  hair  of  Akron  the- 
.ter  managers,  and  several  local  ex- 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 

Uanton  Theaters  Join 
in  Increasing  Scales 


Canton,  O. — Admission  prices  at 
'anton's  three  first-run  movie  the- 
.ters,   Loew's    Palace   and   Warners' 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


To  Fine  Parents  for 
Curfew  Violations 

Akron,  0. — Council  has  approved 
an  ordinance  designed  to  keep  chil- 
dren under  16  off  city  streets  after 
1)  p.m.,  and  to  hold  parents  or 
guardians  responsible  for  violations, 
with  fines  from  $5  to  $25  for  the 
first  offense,  and  from  $10  to  $49 
for  second  offenses. 


New  Philadelphia,  0. — Representa- 
tives of  21  municipalities  in  Tuscar- 
awas County  are  sponsoring  legisla- 
tion in  their  respective  communities 
providing  for  curfew  ordinances  which 
hold  parents  siable  to  fines  of  $1  to 
$50  if  their  children  are  caught  loit- 
ering on  the  streets  at  night  after 
9  p.m.  from  Oct.  1  to  April  1  and 
after  10  p.m.  from  April  1  to  Oct.  1. 


Editorial 


Kid  Vandalism 

.  .   .  stop  it  now 


By  CHESTER  B,  BAHN 


THERE  may  be  greater  problems  but  cer- 
'  tainly  there  currently  is  no  more  pressing 
problem  confronting  this  industry  than 
that  presented  by  the  epidemic  of  juvenile 
vandalism  and  hoodlumism  which  is  sweep- 
ing the  country  from  border  to  border  and 
from  sea   to  sea. 

Estimates  place  the  damage  thus  far  to 
theater  property  by  vandals — and  not  all 
of  course  are  in  the  teen  age  bracket — 
at  several  millions.  With  the  equipment 
market  "tight,"  due  to  the  war,  this  con- 
tinuing destruction  of  exhibitor  property  is 
doubly  alarming.  Given  a  prolonged  con- 
flict and  with  vandalism  uncurbed,  the  in- 
evitable   result    would    be    theater    closings. 

Parenthetically,  it  might  be  noted  that 
in  some  sections  where  the  hooligans  are 
enjoying  a  field  day  exhibitors  report  at- 
tendance suffering — patrons  refuse  to  run 
the  dual  risk  of  insult  and  injury.  Already, 
discontinuance  of  late  shows  has  been  re- 
ported  in   trouble   zones. 

o 

KJATIONAL  Allied,  in  pressing  for  a 
'  ^  solution  via  one  or  more  shorts  de- 
voted to  the  juvenile  delinquency  theme, 
is  doing  the  entire  industry  a  distinct  ser- 
vice. And  there  is  a  call — an  urgent  call — 
for  immediate  action.  The  school  vacation 
period  is  at  hand,  meaning  that  several  mil- 
lion children  will  find  free  time  on  their 
hands  and  recreational  facilities  curtailed. 
The  energy  and  restlessness  of  youth  will 
find  some  outlet.  It  easily  could  be  vandal- 
ism, the  times  being  what  they  are. 

Whether  the  solution  to  the  present  ex- 
hibitor problem  will  be  found  wholly  in  the 
shorts   favored   by  Allied   is,  of  course,   de- 
(Contmucd   on   Page  2) 


Court's  Divestiture  Mandate  Omits  Property  of  Mus- 
cle Shoals,  Inc.;  May  Be  Precedent  Enabling  Half  of 
Defendant  Corp.  Holdings  to  Escape  Divestiture 

By  P.  R.  RUSSELL,     FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Nashville,  Tenn. — What  is  considered  an  important  "break" 
in  the  Government's  anti-trust  suit  against  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  affiliated  exhibitors  has  been  revealed  by  George 

H.  Armistead,  Jr.,  chief  defense 
counsel — an  important  concession 
made  by  Federal  Judge  Elmer 
D.  Davies  in  regard  to  the  di- 
vestiture phase  of  the  decree  in  the 
suit  which  was  filed  on  May  18. 

At  a  public  hearing  on  that  date 
a  motion  was  presented  by  Attor- 
ney W.  H.  Mitchell  in  behalf  of 
Louis  Rosenbaum  of  Muscle  Shoals, 
Inc.,  asking  that  the  provision  in 
the  decree,  as  it  was  presented  to 
defense  counsel,  requiring  Mrs.  An- 
thony Sudekum  to  sell  her  one-half 
interest  in  Muscle  Shoals  be  elimi- 
nated. Unnoticed  at  that  time  by 
reporters  or  counsel,  Judge  Davies 
(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


WMC  Essentiality 
Lists  Not  Binding 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  "essentiality"  of 
film  exchange  workers  in  the  Wash- 
ington area  does  not  in  any  way 
guarantee  even  temporary  draft  de- 
ferment, the  local  WMC  office  stres- 
sed yesterday.  Although  the  Wash- 
ington area  office  does  hold  that 
exchange  workers  are  entitled  to  in- 
clusion in  an  essential  category,  on 
the  very  logical  ground  that  distri- 
bution of  motion  pictures  must  be 
as  essential  as  their  production,  this 
attitude  is  not  binding  on  the  local 
Selective  Service  boards. 

In   fact,   there  is  nothing  binding 

(Continued  on   Page   7) 

New  York  Polio  Fund  Gets 
$140,426  from  Theaters 


Check  for  $140,426,  representing 
50  per  cent  of  the  March  of  Dimes 
collections  via  New  York  exchange 
area  theaters  during  the  1943  drive, 
was  presented  to  the  Greater  N.  Y. 
Chapter  of  the  National  Foundation 
for   Infantile   Paralysis   at  the   City 

(Continued  on  Page   7) 


Detroit  Theaters  Lose 
$50,000  Every  Day 


Detroit — Nine-fifteen  p.m.  curfew 
regulations  for  theaters  continue  in 
effect  in  the  three  counties.  About 
one-third  of  theaters  did  not  get 
open  last  night  despite  permission. 
Reasons  were:  Close  proximiy  to 
{Continued  on  Page  7) 


To  Hypo  Brazilian  Industry 

New  Equipment  to  Double  Film  Production 


Power  Breakdown  Closes 
Theaters  Three  Weeks 


Martins  Ferry,  O.  —  Mayor  Lee 
Woods  has  banned  the  operation  of 
motion  picture  houses  in  this  city 
of  15,000  for  three  weeks  following 
the    breakdown    of    the    largest    of 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


In  a  move  to  stimulate  national 
production  in  Brazil,  Dr.  Israel 
Souto,  director  of  the  motion  picture 
division  of  the  DIP,  which  corre- 
sponds to  our  OWI,  has  arrived  here 
to  purchase  laboratory  equipment 
and  other  materials  necessary  to 
production.  The  equipment  will  be 
purchased  by  the  Brazilian  govern- 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Canada  Drafting  Boys 
Over  16-18  for  War  Work 


Ottawa — It  was  announced  yes- 
terday before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  labor  draft  by  the  Na- 
tional Selective  Service  of  employes 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Para.  Will  Re-elect 
Prexy  Balaban  Today 

President  Barney  Balaban  and  all 
other  officers  of  Paramount  Pictures 
are  slated  for  re-election  today  as  the 
board  meets  for  reorganization  fol- 
lowing the  stockholders'   meeting. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 16         15%     16       +     i/2 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)  18i/2     181/4     I8I/4     

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3  2?/8       3+14 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd...    I6V2     16i/g     I6V2   +     % 

East.   Kodak   165       165       165       +     % 

do  pfd 180y2  1801/2  180l/2      

Cen.    Prec.    Eq 22 1/4     21%     22 1/4   +     % 

Loew's,  Inc 603/8     595/8     60%   +   1  Vs 

Paramount    26i/2     26         26%   +     1/4 

RKO    9%       9  9%  +     % 

RKO    $6    pfd 941/4     931/2     931/2      

20th    Century-Fox    .  .   203^     203/8     201/2  +     V4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  31%     31%     31%+     1/4 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 14%      14         14       —     % 

do    pfd 861/4     86         86         

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.    B'way   3s55.  ...   77         77         77         

Para.  Picts.  deb.  4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

10134  1013/4  10134     

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...     3%       3%       3%   +     % 

Radio-Keith  cvs 1%        1%        1%—     % 

Sonotone   Corp 31/2       31/2       31/2      

Technicolor    12         12         12         

Trans-Lux 3l/4       3l/4       31/4 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...    19         18%     18%+     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s   1st  '57 76%     79y4 


Willson  to  Vanguard 
As  Aide  to  President 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Henry  Willson,  vice- 
prexy  of  Zeppo  Marx  Agency,  joins 
Vanguard  Films  next  Monday  as  as- 
sistant to  Prexy  Daniel  T.  O'Shea. 


comma  mid  coins 


B.  G.  DE  SYLVA  left  the  Coast  yesterday  for 
Toronto  where  he  will  remain  until  Tuesday, 
then  coming  on   to   New  York. 

ARTHUR  W.  KELLY,  UA  vice-prexy,  has  re- 
turned  from    the   Coast. 

SHIRLEY  CERELL,  secretary  to  Harry  F.  Shaw 
in  New  Haven  will  take  a  leave  of  absence  July 
1    to   go   to   Louisville,    Ky. 

IRVIN  SHAPIRO,  general  manager  of  Film 
Classics,  Inc.,  left  for  Syracuse  and  Rochester 
yesterday  and  will  return  to  New  York  on 
Monday. 

SOL  A.  SCHWARTZ,  RKO  Theaters  Western 
zone  manager,  and  WILLIAM  HOWARD,  RKO 
Theaters   vaudeville   department   head,    leave    for 


the  West  Coast  tomorrow.     On   return  trip  they 
will    make   an    inspection    tour   of   houses. 

RAY  MILLAND,  in  from  Hollywood,  is  stop- 
ping at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Towers. 

SAM  WOOD,  MRS.  WOOD,  WILLIAM  CAM- 
ERON MENZIES  and  MRS.  MENZIES  are  coming 
East  to  attend  the  premiere  of  "For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls." 

BUDDY  O'TOOLE,  son  of  Tim  O'Toole,  Colum- 
bia New  Haven  manager,  New  Haven,  was  home 
on  leave  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  is  in 
Naval    Aviation    Technical    Training    Corps. 

SAM  LEDNER,  Paramount  dance  supervisor, 
and  LOU  SILVERS  are  en  route  from  the  Coast 
to    Toronto. 


Hid  Vandalism 

.  .  .  stop  it  now 

{.Continued  from  Page    1) 

batable.  It's  this  columnar  bystander's  per- 
sonal opinion  that  the  kids  are  not  so  much 
at  fault  as  their  elders.  Yes,  there  are 
some  youngsters  who  are  just  plain  "ornery," 
but  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  juvenile 
delinquency  stems  from  lack  of  parental 
control.  And  don't  accept  the  parental  ex- 
cuse of  "c'est  la  guerre"  unquestioningly. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  too  many 
parents  are  just  too  damned  lazy  to  govern 
their  households. 

0 

\AAHICH  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  this 
™  »  bystander  favors  the  control  plan  find- 
ing favor  in  the  Midwest — adoption  of 
juvenile  curfew  ordinances  providing  for  the 
fining  of  parents  whose  youngsters  are 
roaming  the  streets  at  night.  That's  put- 
ting  the   responsibility   where   it  belongs. 

Meanwhile,  there's  merit,  too,  in  Al- 
lied's  suggestion  that  the  natural  energy 
of  the  teen-agers  be  devoted  to  the  war's 
prosecution  through  scrap  collections,  etc. 
Yes,  that  calls  for  more  work  for  the  in- 
dividual exhibitor,  but  that's  his  lot  today. 
Incidentally,  this  suggestion:  Jack  Kirsch's 
Allied  committee  might  give  a  thought  or 
two  to  the  Junior  Achievement  organization 
which  now  boasts  200  or  so  boy-and-girl 
companies  operating  in  50  cities. 


Para.  Trio  to  Toronto 
To  Start  Show  for  Navy 


Toronto — Buddy  De  iSylva,  Sam 
Ledner  and  Lou  Silvers  are  due  here 
at  the  week-end  to  start  rehearsals 
on  a  show  for  the  Royal  Canadian 
Navy  in  which  men  of  the  Navy  and 
gals  of  the  WRENS  will  appear. 
Silvers  will  direct.  De  Sylva  and 
Ledner  will  leave  on  Tuesday  for 
New  York  where  the  former  will  at- 
tend the  premiere  of  FWTBT  and 
confer  with  Barney  Balaban,  Neil 
Agnew  and  others  at  the  home  of- 
fice on  future  release  and  produc- 
tion schedules.  He  will  return  to 
the  Coast  on  the  15th  or  16th. 


WANTED : 

Film  Editor  —  Creative,  dependable. 
Experienced  35mm  and  16mm.  Per- 
manent position — Essential  produc- 
tions. Box  160,  Film  Daily,  1501 
Broadway,  New  York  City. 


Civic  Theater,  Syracuse, 
Sold  to  Smith  Interests 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — A  group  of  local 
business  men,  including  George  E. 
Smith,  local  theater  operator,  has 
purchased  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Civic  from  the  Albany 
Savings  Bank.  It  is  understood  that 
as  soon  as  extensive  alterations  have 
been  completed  an  operating  com- 
pany, now  being  formed,  will  take 
over  to  present  a  night  policy  of 
pictures  for  the  Summer. 

This  will  in  no  way  conflict  with 
the  present  program  of  stage  pres- 
entations and  other  theatrical  ac- 
tivities now  being  presented  in  the 
Civic  by  dramatic  societies  of  Syra- 
cuse University  for  the  balance  of 
the  semester,  which  ends  on  Aug.  28. 
Prof.  Sawyer  Falk  of  the  University 
faculty  has  had  charge  of  the  Civic 
for  the  past  few  years. 

The  new  owners  of  the  property 
have  been  chartered  in  Albany  as 
Syracuse  Civic  Theater  Corp. 


New  B.  A.  Mayor's  Film 
Attitude  Stirs  Trade 


Montevideo  (By  Air  Mail) — Ar- 
gentine film  circles,  according  to  re- 
ports from  Buenos  Aires,  are  mani- 
festing a  lively  interest  in  the  atti- 
tude to  be  displayed  toward  Amer- 
ican films  by  the  new  Lord  Mayor 
of  B.  A.,  Gen.  Basilio  B.  Pertine. 
The  Lord  Mayor  casts  the  decisive 
vote  when  it  comes  to  admission  of 
pix  for  public  exhibition.  General 
Pertine  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
the  local   Siemens-Schuckert  Works. 


...  at  your  service 

EXECUTIVE    —    Background,    18    years    in 
Advertising — Publishing — Mail    Order. 

CREATIVE     ideas,     copy,     art,     production. 

MAJORS    in    advertising,    sales    promotion. 

SKILLED    in   selection    of    editorial    matter, 
rewrite,    promotion. 

SPECIALIZES      in      practical,      economical 
methods    of    operation. 

A  FOUR-STAR  production   ready  for  book- 
ing on   flat   rental   or  percentage. 

War     Classification — Exempt. 

Address    Box    159    —    THE    FILM    DAILY 
1501    Broadway  New  York  City 


Kalmenson  Promotes 
Two  Branch  Managers 


Henry  Krumm,  Warners  branc 
manager  in  Memphis,  has  been  pr< 
moted  to  head  of  the  Atlanta  ej 
change,  replacing  W.  O.  Willian 
son,  Jr.,  who  is  entering  the  U.  .' 
Navy,  it  is  announced  by  Ben  Ka 
menson,   general   sales  manager. 

Ed  Williamson,  salesman  in,  tr 
Memphis  branch,  has  been  pr/  i  •  -\ 
to  manager  there.  v>g> 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  I 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

'THE  YOUNGEST  PROFESSION 

with 

VIRGINIA    WEIDLER,    EDWARD    ARNOLD 

and    Five    Important   Guest   Stars 

AN    M-G-M    PICTURE 

Gala  Stage   Revue    *    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4601 


J^       ,         BETTY  GRABLE  ,     $r 

GEORGE  MONTGOMERY*  CESAR  ROMERO 

Come?  mamd 

A  JOTH  CENTURY-FOX  PICTURE      in   TECHNICOLOR 

•  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  • 

buy       n  ^\  "y  y    zihave. 

BONDS        W\.  \J  JV     I         50lhST. 


"DIXIE"  •  I"   Person 

with  "A"  ANDREWS  SISTER 

BING    CROSBY  "A"  TIM    HERBERT 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR  if  MITCHELL     AYRE 

A   Paramount   Picture  ~fc  and     his     orchestra 


Cool         PARAMOUNT       Times  Squ 


CEDE 


B'WAY  & 
47th  St.  I 


MARIA  MONTEZ    .    JON  HALL    •    SABU 

'WHITE  SAVAGE' 

and    

HENRY  FONDA 
'OX-BOW     INCIDENT' 


- 


TIMES  SO 

Loew 


ON  SCREEN 
First    N.    Y.    Showing! 
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sSTHI  I      IN  PERSON 

LOUIS   JORDAN 

and    his 

Tympany    Five 

'PILOT    NO.    5'  ELTON  BR.TT 

FRANCHOT    TONE 

MARSHA     HUNT 
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World  Premiere,  Tuesday,  June  29th 
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Where  Box-Office 
History  is  made! 


"Shangri-la"   War  Stamp 
Drive  in  July.    Join  up! 
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Juvenile  Vandalism 
Rampant  in  Toledo 

(Continued  from   Page    1) 

hibitors  have  been  forced  to  run 
trailers  offering  a  $25  reward  for 
;  nyone  found  cutting  seats  or  de- 
stroying property  in  the  darkened 
houses.  Seats  are  continually  being 
ruined  also  by  burning  matches; 
draperies,  walls,  posters,  and  lobby 
displays  are  smeared  with  lipstick, 
cut,  or  defaced;  and  anything  mov- 
able in  the  way  of  plumbing  and 
heating  and  other  fixtures  must  con- 
stantly be  replaced. 

Making  cat-calls,  whistling  furi- 
ously, clapping,  laughing,  talking 
loudly,  and  popping  peanuts  is  an- 
other major  annoyance,  and  the 
problem  of  getting  kids  out  of  the 
show  after  they've  seen  the  film  is 
unsolved. 

All  the  larger  downtown  houses 
employ  policemen  on  week-ends,  and 
the  Palace,  where  the  problem  is  the 
worst  because  of  an  arcade  and  two 
entrances,  uses  four  each  week-end. 


Ohio  and  Perm.  Towns 
Pass  Curfew  Measures 

Conneaut,  O. — Council  has  passed 
emergency  legislation  calling  for  a 
19  p.m.  curfew  for  children  under  16. 


Sandusky,  O.  —  City  Commission- 
ers have  adopted  an  ordinance  ban- 
ning kids  under  16  from  the  streets 
between  10  p.m.  and  5  a.m. 


New  Castle,  Pa.  —  Council  here 
plans  passage  of  a  curfew  ordinance 
for  youngsters  under  17  who  roam 
the  streets  after  11  p.m.  unless  ac- 
companied by  parents  or  guardians. 

Claudette  Colbert's  Pay 
Heads  Paramount's  Report 


Philadelphia  —  Paramount  paid 
■Claudette  Colbert  $360,000  in  1942, 
according  to  the  company's  annual 
report  to  the  SEC  here.  Fred  Mac- 
Murray  received  $347,333  and  Bing 
Crosby,  $336,111,  while  23  directors 
and  officers  of  Para,  received  a  total 
exceeding    $1,000,000. 

Takes  Wallingford  Victory 

New  Haven — Peter  Malavenda,  op- 
erator of  the  403-seat  Fairmont, 
New  Haven,  has  taken  over  the  490- 
seat  Victory,  Wallingford,  from  Ben 
Levine  of  Boston. 


Martha    Sleeper  Irving    Pichel 

Budd    Rogers  Phil  Harris 

Harry    M.    Baldwin 


"Exchange"  Operations  and  Stuff: 

•  •  •  OUT  at  the  Public  Relations  Oifice  o'  the  Army  Base, 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  a  uniformed  son  of  filmdom.  Corporal  Leo  Pillot, — one  of 
aur  ace  promotionalists  before  donning  kha!:i — ,  is  writing,  directing, 
producing  and  announcing  the  weekly  radio  show  for  his  comrades  in 
arms Like  all  gents  in  whose  veins  flows  the  red  blood  of  show- 
manship, Leo  hatches  ideas Latest  is  institution  by  him  of  a  "radio 

script  exchange,"  whereby  the  Public  Relations  offices  out  there  exchange 

scripts  with  the  Public  Relations   offices   at  other  bases Leo  writes 

us:    "Perhaps    some    of   the   boys    in    the    industry,    now   in   service,    are 

desirous  of  such  exchanging,  and  will  let  me  know I'll  oblige" 

For  the  information  of  other  bases,  let  it  be  said  that  Phil  M.  has  lamped 
the  swell  script  for  the  recent  Fathers'  Day  program,   "Wings   Over  the 

Air,"  out  at  Pueblo It  is  typical  of  the  solid  stuff  which  all  bases 

could    use Speaking    of    good    conduct    of    radio    shows.    Corporal 

Pillot  has,  we  understand,  been  appropriately  awarded  the  Good 
Conduct  Medal T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  UNCERTAINTIES  of  travel  these  days  are  illustrated  by 
the  experience  of  Ben  Kalmenson,  WB's  general  sales  manager,  on  his 

return   trip  from    the   Coast   this  past  week-end He   managed   to 

get  a  plane  seat  out  of  L.A.   but  en  route  was  dislodged   thrice,— first 

in  Albuquerque,  then   Wichita,  then   Chi Which   caused  Ben   to 

comment  that  it  almost  takes  longer  to  travel  by  air  than  train,  IF 
you  can  get  on  the  train.  .  .  %  August  issue  of  Click  mag.  will  carry 
a  two-page  spread  on  "Song  of  Bernadette,"  20th-Fox  opus.  .  .  •  We 
got  announcement  by  Frank  Walker  Courier  (mailman  to  you)  of  the 
short  but  romantic  march  which  2nd  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Stitch,  veteran 
young  film  and  aviation  publicist,  took  at  Fort  Washington,  Md.,  on 

June   16 Hike  was  to   the  music  of  Mendelssohn,  and  the  bride 

Lucia  Marland  Steere Frank  began  his  pic  career  as  a  kid  with 

Producers    Distributing    Corp Was     later    associated     with     the 

Piccadilly   Theater  on  Broadway    (subsequently   the  Warner,  cradle  of 
Vitaphone),    and    most    recently    with    RKO    Radio.    .    .     •   Rouben 
Mamoulian,  whose  stage  opus,'" Oklahoma,"  is  a  socko  hit,  is  directing 
a  new  program  in  the  Band  Wagon  series   (Treasury  Dept.'s  War  Bond 
and  Stamp  program)  o'er  WOR  and  the  Mutual  network  to  be  offered 
this  Saturday  night  at  10:15  p.m.,  E.W.T.  .  .     •   Jack  Shaindlin,  mus- 
ical director  for  M  of  T,  and  chairman  of  the  Lou  Gehrig  Plaza  Bond 
Rally's  entertainment  committee,  reports  that  the  rally  realized  more'n 
$5,000,000  in  Bonds  purchased. .  .  .  .  .Among  those  who  appeared  thereat 

were  Lucy  Monroe,  Roland  Young,  Martha  King,  Willie  Howard, 
Martin  Block,  Robert  Weede,  and  Mrs.  Lou  Gehrig 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  INSTEAD  of  filming  "The  Life  of  Marie  Dressier,"  o'er  which 
project  Kate  Smith  and  her  manager,  Ted  Collins,  are  mulling,  the  sing- 
ing star  may  decide  to  appear  in  a  feature  dealing  with  her  own  meteoric 

and  unique  career A  group  of  prominent  song  writers  have  scripted 

for  her  consideration  a  property  titled,  "Queen  of  Them  All," — the  biog 
of  La  Kate.  ...  0  Christopher  Archibald,  son  of  George  Archibald, 
head  of  the  British  Information  Services  film  unit,  won  the  Merrill  English 
Prize  on  graduating  from  Phillips  Exeter  Academy.  ...  •  Mrs.  J.  I. 
Parker,  prexy  of  I.  J.  Parker  Theaters  in  Portland,  Astoria  and  Pendleton, 
has    been    named   official   hostess   of   the   Portland    Officers'    Club.   .   .    . 

•  Distinction  of  being  the  first  American  with  the  Allies'  North  African 
fighting  forces  to  land  on  conquered  Pantelleria  goes  to  Jack  Barnett, 
Movietone  News'  famed  war  correspondent  who  wears  on  his  manly 
chest  the  coveted  Purple  Heart.  .  .  . 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


HENRY  KRUMM,   manager,  Warners'  branch,  /( 
lanta. 


bram 
Warr 


Lucas 


Warne  I 


ED     WILLIAMSON,     manager,     Warners' 

Memphis. 
HAROLD    DUNN,    assistant    film    buyer, 

Ciicuit,    !  hiladelphia. 
LAMAR   SWIFT,    ciiy   manager,    Lucas  &  Jankii  | 

Macon,  Ca. 
HENRY    J.    GLENN,    SR.,    supervisor    c 

nance,    Lucas   &   Jenkins,   Atlanta, 
THERON     CROXTCN,     city     manager, 

Jenkins,   Waycross,   Ca. 
ROBERT    M.    WALLACE,    ad   salesman 

bianch,  At.anta. 
PAUL    DODSON,    manager,    Ritr   and   Star,   W 

Point,    Miss. 

HENRY    WILLSON,    assistant    to    the    preside 

Vanguard    Films. 
NORMAN    A.    MEYERS,    manager,    Ritz,    Ma 

field,    O. 
DEAN    SAFFLE,    National    Screen    Service,    Se 

tie. 
RUSS   BAKER,   head  cashier,   M-G-M,  Seattle. 
DON     BECKMAN,    division    superintendent,    K 

tional  Screen  Service,  Seattle. 
AL  6'CAMP,  exploitation,   RKO,   Seattle. 
RAY  ACKLES,   20th-Fox  sales  staff,   Seattle. 
LEO   J.   DOTY,    UA  office  manager,   Minneapo 
DON   CALVIN,   UA  office  manager,  Cincinnati 
CARL   SHREYER,   genera!    purchasing   agent,    E 

&  Howell,  Chicago. 
JOHN    SWANSON,     dir.,     inspection    dept.,    E 

&   Howell,   Lincolnwood   plant,  Chicago. 
J.    D.   TROP   and    HAL   KENNEDY,    in   charge 

slide   film   dept.,  Associated   Filmakers,   Ir 

New  York. 
GEORGE     FETTICK,     assistant    to    John    Turn 

Warners,  Philadelphia. 
WILLIAM    BORACK,    buyer   and   booker,    Nort 

Theaters,    Cincinnati. 


Power  Breakdown  Closes 
Theaters  Three  Weeks 


(.Continued  from   Page    1) 

three  generators  in  the  municip 
power  plant.  Home  owners  we 
asked  to  use  only  one  light  at 
time,  and  all  street  lights  and  on 
door  signs  are  blacked  out  until  r 
pairs  are  made. 


Thomas  Edmonds  Dead 

Palmer,  Mass. — Thomas  Edmonc 
73,  for  several  years  employed  1 
the  Palmer  theater  until  his  retir 
ment  two  years  ago,  died  in  Wii 
Memorial  Hospital,  after  a  bri 
illness. 


Treasury  Aids  "Bell" 
To  Wring-Out  Bonds 

Uncle  Sam's  Treasury  Department- 
is  chiming-in  with  Paramount's  pro- 
motionalists preparing  for  the  July 
14  world  premiere  of  "For  Whom  the 
Bell  Tolls,"  and  Jules  Alberti  has 
been  assigned  by  Carleton  Duffus, 
director  of  the  Treasury's  special 
events  division,  as  liaison.  The 
Washington  display  window  of  the 
Treasury  Department  will  feature  a 
"For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls"  display, 
and  slogans  tieing-in  with  the  pic 
generally  will  be:  "The  Belt  Is  Toll- 
ing For  The  Axis"  and  "Buy  A  Bond 
And  Hear  The  Bell  Toll  For  The 
Axis."  Alberti  is  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  New  York  next  Tuesday  for  con- 
sultations with  Paramount's  Bob 
Giliham,  publicity-advertising  solon. 


A  BUY  FOR  JULY! 

[Is  your  blood  Red— White  and  Blue!) 

A  wonderful,  thrilling  idea — 

A  great  new  airplane  carrier 

To  be  called  "SHANGRI-LA"  (Hello  Tokio!) 

Launched  by  the  people  of  this  nation 

In  a  big,  special,  All -American 

JULY  WAR  STAMP  DRIVE 

IN  MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRES ! 

Uncle  Sam  asks  us  to  sell  at  least 

A  dollar's  worth  of  stamps  to  every 

Man,  woman  and  child  in  America! 

That's  $130,000,000  to  jolt  Japan! 

Help  build  "SHANGRI-LA"!    The  buy  for  July! 

Sell  every  patron  $1  worth  of  stamps! 

Watch  for  the  campaign  book  "Big  Guns" 

It's  the  U.  S.  Treasury's  barrage  of  showmanship! 

Watch  trade  papers  for  further  news! 

Get  set!    Stock  up  your  stamp  booth! 

Pep  up  your  theatre  staff! 

All  together  to  start  "SHANGRI-LA" 

Down  the  ways  to  Tokio! 


*  P.  S.  — The  Government  is  asking  motion  picture 
theatres,  retail  stores  and  newspaper  carrier  boys 
to  participate  in  this  July  war  stamp  drive.   Let's 

.    make  sure  WE  do  more  than  one-third  of  the  job !) 

Sponsored  by  the  War  Activities  Committee  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry,  150 1  Broadway,  N.  Y.  C. 


SIGN!  MAIL  TO  W.A.C.,  1501  B'way,N.Y.C. 

(Count  me  in,  Uncle  Sam) 

THEATRE | 

CITY : l: , I 

NAME _ 

(We'll  jolt  the  Japs  in  July)  " 


©^  DAILY 


Thursday,  June  24,  1943 


Disclose  "Break" 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

simply  left  this  provision  out  of  the 
decree  as  it  went  down  to  record 
without  any  intimation  of  favorable 
action  on  the  motion. 

Paragraph  3  of  the  decree  in- 
cludes the  name  of  Louis  Rosenbaum 
as  being  "enjoined  and  restrained 
from  continuing  in  combination  with 
each  other  defendant  corporations 
for  the  purpose  of  and  with  the  ef- 
fect of  eliminating,  suppressing,_and 
preventing  independent  competition 
in  the  territory  in  which  each  op- 
erates." 

Paragraph  14,  containing  the  only 
other  reference  to  Louis  Rosenbaum 
and  Muscle  Shoals,  orders:  "That 
the  defendant,  Louis  Rosenbaum,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  to  divest 
himself  of  any  interest  he  may  have 
in  any  of  the  corporate  defendants, 
and  defendant  Rosenbaum  is  hereby 
enjoined  and  restrained  from  ac- 
quiring any  interest  in  said  corpo- 
rate defendants."  Thus  the  prop- 
erty of  Muscle  Shoals,  Inc.,  worth 
half  a  million  dollars  and  one  of  the 
important  elements  in  the  whole 
suit,  is  left-  untouched  by  the  di- 
vestiture  order. 

The  great  importance  of  this  dis- 
closure is  that  a  similar  plea  is  be- 
ing made  on  behalf  of  three  other 
corporations — Lyric  Amusement  Co., 
Kentucky  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  and 
Lawrenceburg  Theaters,  Inc. — that 
they  not  be  required  to  undergo  the 
divestiture   process. 

General  Counsel  Armistead  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  plea  of  these 
other  three  corporations  is  based 
on  even  stronger  grounds  than  that 
of  Muscle  Shoals.  Having  set  the 
precedent  in  behalf  of  the  latter, 
Judge  Davies  can  hardly  refuse  the 
three  pleas  that  have  been  filed  since, 
it  is  felt.  Should  these  also  be 
granted  it  would  mean  that  about 
half  of  the  defense  corporation  hold- 
ings would  escape  the  divestiture 
order! 

Judge  Davies,  out  of  town  holding 
court  for  the  past  two  weeks,  is 
expected  to  act  on  these  and  on  a 
defense  motion  to  eliminate  certain 
statements  from  the  original  findings 
of  fact.  The  defense  has  60  days  in 
which  to  file  an  appeal  in  the  case 
but  this  period  does  not  begin  until 
the  court  has  acted  upon  the  motion 
to  eliminate  filed  by  the  defense. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Dave  Bader,  of  the  20th-Fox- de- 
partment of  trade  relations,  and 
Sylvia  London,  secretary  to  Alan 
Corelli,  director  of  Theater  Author- 
ity, Inc.,  will  be  married  tomorrow 
at  the   Actor's   Temple. 

Seattle,  Wash. — Dorothy  Shearer, 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Shearer  of  Shea- 
rer's Theater  Equipment,  has  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  Dan  Lar- 
sen.    They  will  be  married  July  10. 


REVIEWS  Of  Mm  FILMS 


'Dixie' 


with     Bing    Crosby,     Dorothy     Lamour, 

Billy  de  Wolfe,  Marjorie  Reynolds 

Paramount  89  Mins. 

RICHLY  MOUNTED  MUSICAL  RO- 
MANCE WITH  FINE  CAST;  ALL-AROUND 
ASSETS  PUT  IT  IN   B.O.  NICHE. 

To  the  Summer  film  marts, — vital  to  every 
exhibitor — ,  is  about  to  go  this  long-heralded 
romantic  musical,  a  climactic  increment  of 
Paramount's  latest  block  of  attractions. 
There  are  salient  reasons  why  it  will  prove 
an  oasis  of  profit,  which,  after  all,  is  its 
reason  for  being.  Picture  can  be  best  de- 
scribed, perhaps,  as  an  oral  and  visual  orgy. 

On  the  oral  side,  it  has  the  inimitable 
and  hugely  popular  Bing  Crosby  rendering 
a  galaxy  of  songs.  It  also  has  other  music, 
capped  by  the  rousing  and  institutional 
"Dixie,"  perennial  No.  1  song  of  the  South- 
land, penned  by  Daniel  Emmett,  whose  per- 
son Crosby  essays  in  the  central  character- 
ization of  the  film.  Orally,  too,  there  is 
the  minstrelsy  of  the  long  ago,  and  dialogue 
effectively  imparting  the  soul  of  the  story. 

On  the  visual  side,  there  is  a  large  and 
lively  cast  headed  by  Crosby,  Dorothy  La- 
mour, Billy  de  Wolfe,  and  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds,— a  quarette  of  marquee  names  with 
decided  power  to  lure  the  moviegoers. 
There  are  gorgeous  sets  and  costumes  de- 
signed by  Raoul  Pene  du  Bois.  There  is  the 
full  flavor  of  the  South  as  one  idealistically 
imagines  it  to  have  been  in  the  late  1850's. 
And  there  is  Technicolor  of  such  beauty 
that   the   pulse   is   quickened. 

On  the  debit  side  are  items  also.  The 
action  could  be  considerably  closer-knit.  As 
it  stands,  there  is  a  feeling  of  forced  flow, 
and  now  and  then  almost  primary  handling 
of  situations.  The  famed  and  melodious 
Southern  accent  is  thrown  a  curve  here  and 
there,  and,  on  occasion,  abandoned  after 
initial  embrace.  But  these  are  technicali- 
ties in  light  of  the  larger  purpose  of  provid- 
ing entertainment.  Crosby  plays  with  sym- 
pathetic skill  the  top  role  of  Emmett,  the 
minstral  man  and  composer  who  left  the 
girl  he  had  courted  and  sought  fortune  via 
the  creation  of  songs  and  the  purveying  of 
footlight  diversion. 

Equipped  with  ambition  and  some  $500  his 
father  had  willed  him,  he  trouped  Southern 
stands  in  company  of  Billy  de  Wolfe,  ac- 
tor and  tolerable  cad.  Both  court  and  are 
courted  by  the  comely  daughter  of  a  down- 
at-the-heel  thespian.  This  triangle,  never 
fundamentally  serious  as  courtships  go,  finds 
Dorothy  Lamour  as  the  belle.  But  Crosby 
goes  back  home  and  weds  his  first  love  who 
has  in  the  interim  become  a  victim  of 
paralysis.  Their  love  weathers  all  subse- 
quent storms,  and  at  the  finale  Crosby  (as 
Emmett)  introduces  in  New  Orleans  his 
composition  "Dixie,"  thus  winning  fame  and 
eventual  immortality.  Marjorie  Reynolds 
is  stunning  as  his  wife.  The  music  virtual- 
ly without  exception,  is  modern  and  mod- 
ernly  rendered.  A.  Edward  Southerland's 
direction  is  consistently  of  high  calibre. 
"Dixie"  is  a  big  production.  What  it  lacks 
in  pace  and  finesse,  it  makes  up  in  magni- 
tism. 

CAST:  Bing  Crosby,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Billy 
de  Wolfe,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Lynne  Over- 
man, Raymond  Walburn,  Eddie  Foy,  Jr., 
Grant  Mitchell,  Clara  Blandick,  Tom  Herbert, 
Olin  Howard,  Robert  Warwick,  Fortunio 
Bonanova,  Brandon  Hurst,  Josephine  Whit- 
tell,  Paul  McVey,  Charles  La  Tone,  Charles 
R.    Moore,    Tom    Kennedy,    Charles    Cane, 


"Alaska  Highway" 

Paramount  68   Mins. 

MELODRAMA  WITH  ALCAN  ROAD 
BACKGROUND  SHOULD  GO  OVER  IN 
THE    POP    HOUSES. 

A  story  of  the  building  of  the  highway 
connecting  the  U.  S.  and  Alaska  through 
Canada  is  the  basis  for  this  latest  Pine- 
Thomas  production.  Film  is  a  mild  effort, 
substituting  dialogue  for  action  except  in 
a  couple  of  spots,  and  certainly  cannot  re- 
flect the  drama  that  must  have  gone  into 
construction  of  the  long  road.  Instead 
there  is  a  routine  yarn  of  brothers  scrap- 
ping over  a  girl  to  the  detriment  of  the 
building  schedule  until  some  landslide 
heroics  get  them  straightened  out. 

Richard  Arlen  plays  the  construction 
foreman  whose  father,  a  highway  builder, 
is  commissioned  a  major  in  the  Army  and 
assigned  to  break  a  trail  for  the  Alcan 
highway.  Arlen  and  his  crew,  including  an 
engineer  brother,  sign  up  with  the  En- 
gineer Corps  in  order  to  help  with  the  job 
but  the  brothers  both  fall  for  Jean  Parker, 
daughter  of  a  civilian  engineer  on  the  proj- 
ect. The  boys'  bad  feeling  over  the  girl 
eventually  gets  the  project  behind  schedule 
and  their  father  is  being  criticized  by  his 
superior  officers  until  Arlen  rescues  his 
brother  from  a  landslide.  With  the  rivalry 
stopped,  the  crew  soon  has  the  road  back 
to  schedule  and  eventually  meets  the  gang 
working  from  the  other  end. 

Subsequent  run  and  kid  audiences  should 
get  some  entertainment  out  of  the  film. 

CAST:  Richard  Arlen,  Jean  Parker,  Ralph 
Sanford,  Joe  Sawyer,  Bill  Henry,  Keith  Rich- 
ards, Harry  Shannon,  Edward  Earle. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  William  H.  Pine, 
William  C.  Thomas;  Director,  Frank  Mc- 
Donald; Screenplay,  Maxwell  Shane;  Cam- 
eraman,  Fred   Jackman,   Jr. 

DIRECTION,  Only  Fair.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


WAC  Philly  Chairman 
To  Give  Copper  Prizes 


Robert  Lynch  of  M-G-M,  Phila- 
delphia distributor  chairman  for  the 
WAC,  is  so  eager  for  the  success 
of  the  theaters'  renewed  copper, 
brass,  and  bronze  program  that  he 
will  personally  award  prizes  of  $50, 
$30,  and  $20  to  area  exhibs.  who 
collect  the  largest  amount  of  the 
essential  materials. 


Edward  Emerson,  Cyril  Ring,  James  Burke, 
Dudley  Dickerson,  Jimmy  Conlin,  George 
Anderson,  Wilbur  Mack,  Harry  C.  Bradley, 
Bill  Halligan,  George  H.  Reed,  Willie  Best. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Paul  Jones; 
Director,  A.  Edward  Sutherland;  Screen- 
play, Karl  Tunberg,  Darrell  Ware;  Adapta- 
tion, Claude  Binyon;  Story  by  William  Ran- 
kin; Other  Music,  Johnny  Burke,  James  Van 
Heusen;  Music  Direction,  Robert  Emmett 
Dolan;  Dances  Staged  by  Seymour  Felix; 
Settings  and  Costumes  Designed  by  Raoul 
Pene  du  Bois;  Art  Supervision,  Hans  Dreier; 
Art  Director,  William  Flannery;  Film  Edi- 
tor, William  Shea;  Cameraman,  William  C. 
Mellor;  Technicolor  Director,  Natalie  Kal- 
mus;  Special  Effects,  Gordon  Jennings; 
Process  Photography,  Farciot  Edouart;  Sound 
Recording,  Earl  Hayman  and  John  Cope; 
Set  Decoration,  Ray  Meyer  . 

DIRECTION,  Capable.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Aces. 


Equipment  to  Hypo 
Brazilian  Industry 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

ment  and  will  be  used  co-operative- 
ly by  all  the  producing  companies 
operating  in  Brazil. 

It  was  estimated  by  Dr.  Souto,  in 
a  press  conference  yesterday,/*y^.t 
the  new  equipment  would  enab\gy/  e 
Brazilian  producers  to  double  frieir 
yearly  output  of  pictures.  Five  ma- 
jor studios  and  a  few  smaller  ones 
now  turn  out  between  eight  and  10 
pictures  a  year,  none  of  which  is 
shown  outside  of  Brazil,  Dr.  Souto 
said.  Every  Brazilian  theater  is 
required  by  law  to  show  at  least 
one  Brazilian  picture  a  year. 

As  an  incentive  for  the  native 
companies  to  turn  out  good  pic- 
tures, the  Brazilian  government  gives 
yearly  cash  awards  for  the  best  pic- 
tures of  the  year,  the  prizes  rang- 
ing from  $10,000  downward  for  the 
best  features  and  from  $2,500  down- 
ward for  the  best  short  subjects. 
The  prize  money  is  derived  from  the 
rentals  on  government-made  short 
subjects. 

American  pictures  have  about  95 
per  cent  of  the  playing  time  on  Bra- 
zilian screens,  Dr.  Souto  said.  The 
Brazilians  like  musicals  and  anti- 
Axis  pictures  provided  the  war» 
themes  are  not  too  strongly  stressed. 

Dr.  Souto  leaves  for  Hollywood  on  Mon- 
day to  study  American  production  methods- 
upon  the  invitation  of  the  studios.  He 
hopes  to  send  groups  of  Brazilian  tech 
nicians  here  periodically  to  observe  Hollywood 
technique. 

Foreign  department  managers  hosted  Dr 
Souto  at  a  luncheon  yesterday  at  the  Har- 
vard Club.  Brazilian  government  represen 
tatives  who  attended  included  Julio  Bar 
rata,  Julio  Guinle  and  Dr.  Raymundo  Magal 
haes,  and  W.  Harris,  assistant  to  Nelsor 
Rockefeller. 

The  industry  representatives  present  were 
John  W.  Hicks,  Jr.,  Paramount:  Joseph  S 
Hummel,  Warner  Bros.;  C.  A.  Kirby,  Univer 
sal:  I.  A.  Maas,  20th  Century-Fox:  Josepr 
A.  McConville,  Columbia:  Karl  G.  McDonald 
Co-ordinator  of  Inter-American  Affairs  of 
flee;  William  Melniker,  M-G-M:  Carl  E 
Milliken,  MPPDA:  T.  P.  Mulrooney,  Uniter 
Artists:  R.  I.  Poucher,  Republic:  Philip  R 
Reisman,  RKO  Radio:  Norton  L.  Ritchey 
Monogram,  and  Robert  Socas,  PRC. 


Samuel  Ross  Dead 

Irvington,  N.  J. — Samuel  Ross,  71 
theatrical  producer  and  actor,  diec 
at  his  home  here.  Survivors  include 
a  widow,  Rose  Eisenberg  Ross;  tw< 
sons,  James  C.  and  Fred  W.;  fom 
daughters,  Mrs.  Gussie  Jacobson 
Mrs.  Esther  Swyer,  Mrs.  Betsy  Ross 
Fox  and  Mrs.  Ada  Solomon;  hi; 
mother,  Mrs.  Gitel  Ross,  and  five 
grandchildren. 


STORKS 


Scranton — A  daughter  was  born  a 
Mercy  Hospital  to  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Harold  E.  Bell.  Bell  is  the  manage 
of  the  Roosevelt,  Scranton,  and  edi 
tor  of  the  Comerford  monthly  pa 
per,   "Salute." 

Kansas  City  —  Don  M.  Walkei 
Warners  field  representative  in  thi 
territory,  is  the  father  of  a  boy. 
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WMC  Essentiality 
Lists  Not  Binding 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 
upon  Selective  Service  boards,  in- 
sofar as  the  essentiality  lists  are 
concerned,  the  local  WMC  office  said. 
The  lists  are  of  value  mainly  as  ref- 
e  1— e,  with  boards  using  them  to 
a.  — .n  determining  their  general  at- 
titude toward  various  registrants. 
A  truck  driver  for  a  food  distribu- 
tor, for  instance,  would  receive  more 
favorable  consideration  in  the  mat- 
ter of  temporary  deferment  than 
some  one  in  less  essential  work,  the 
local  office  said. 

The  attitude  of  the  Washington 
area  office  does  not  necessarily  rep- 
resent that  attitude  of  the  Regional 
office  here,  which  holds  authority 
over  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Car- 
olina, and  Delaware.  The  local  of- 
fice is  believed  discussing  the  mat- 
ter now  with  the  Regional  office. 

It  is  apparently  the  attitude  of 
the  local  office  that  essentiality  of 
exchange  workers  is  dependent  upon 
their  inclusion  in  the  local  labor 
stabilization  plan,  which  would 
probably  necessitate  their  going  on 
a   48-hour  week. 


Coast  Parley  to  Map 
"Hail's"  Ad  Campaign 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — First  of  two  meetings 
of  theater  ad.  heads  and  Paramount 
field  reps,  to  discuss  the  exploita- 
tion and  advertising  plans  for  "So 
Proudly  We  Hail"  will  get  under 
way  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  today 
and  continue  through  tomorrow. 
Mark  Sandrich,  producer-director  of 
"So  Proudly  We  Hail,"  will  be  among 
the  speakers  and  Alec  Moss,  Para.'s 
manager  of  exploitation,  will  pre- 
side. 

Session  will  be  followed  by  a  simi- 
lar meeting  next  Monday  at  the 
Hotel  Pierre,  New  York,  for  the  the- 
ater ad  reps.  East  of  Kansas   City. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  PROMOTED  * 

BENJAMIN  BOCDAN,  USA,  formerly  Plymouth 
Theater,   Shawnee,    Pa.,    to   sergeant. 

EMERY  SIMKULAK,  USA,  formerly,  Globe,  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  to  sergeant. 

LAWRENCE  J.  WYNEE,  USA,  formerly,  Comer- 
ford    Theaters,    Scranton,    to    sergeant. 

—  •  — 

*  TO  OFFICERS  SCHOOLS  * 

GEORCE    FRASER,    Columbia. 

ARMY  

—  •  — 

*  AIR  TRANSPORT  SERVICE  * 

CEORCE   BRADY,  manager,   Savoy,  Toledo,  0. 

*  NAVY  * 

W.  0.  WILLIAMSON,  JR.,  Warners'  branch  man- 
ager,   Memphis. 

—  *  — 

*  MERCHANT  MARINE  * 

DON  BECKWITH,  son  of  Keith  Beckwith,  Co- 
lumbia salesman,  Seattle. 


See  New  High  For  WB  Gross 

Record  6  Months  from  Half  Former  Releases 


(Continued  fr 

ner  Bros,  financial  report  for  the  six 
months  ended  February  27,  released 
this  week. 

Inventories  on  that  date  totalled 
$28,117,941,  compared  with  only  $20,- 
916,398  a  year  ago  and  $14,909,839 
two  years  ago.  The  current  figure 
includes  $19,723,516  applying  to  pro- 
ductions completed  but  not  yet  re- 
leased, against  only  $7,076,237  a  year 
ago. 

Pic    Cost    Averages    Million 

This,  as  well  as  the  $11,031,720 
shown  in  the  statement  for  amorti- 
zation of  film  costs  in  the  six-month 
period,  indicates  that  the  cost  of 
Warner  productions  under  the  pres- 
ent policy  of  top  budgets  averages 
over  a  million  dollars  per  picture. 

Provision  of  $9,800,000  for  Fed- 
eral taxes  in  the  first  six  months, 
besides  showing  the  enormous  slice 
of  income  now  being  absorbed  by 
taxes,  reflects  the  unprecedented 
amount  going  to  the  Government  as 
a  result  of  prosperity  in  the  motion 
picture  industry. 

Income  for  the  half  year,  totalling 
$63,409,868  from  film  rentals,  the- 
ater   admissions    and    miscellaneous 


am  Page   1) 

sources,  is  by  far  the  highest  shown 
by  Warners  in  a  similar  period,  and 
was  achieved  with  only  about  half 
as  many  releases  as  in  the  years  be- 
fore the  war.  On  the  basis  of  cur- 
rent operations,  gross  for  the  full 
year  will  approximate  or  exceed 
not  only  all  previous  Warner  rec- 
ords but  the  record  for  any  film 
company. 

Assets   at  New   High 

Current  assets  of  the  company 
also  are  at  a  new  all-time  high  at 
$184,989,802,  exceeding  all  other  film 
companies. 

Funded  debt  was  reduced  by  $11,- 
000,000  in  the  past  year,  and  now 
stands  at  $45,190,662.  Redemption 
of  all  the  6  per  cent  debentures  still 
outstanding,  amounting  to  $10,139,- 
500,  soon  to  take  place  through  new 
loans  at  lower  rate  of  interest,  with 
retirement  of  all  preferred  stock 
included  in  the  same  operation,  will 
further  improve  the  company's 
financial  position. 

Refinancing  and  operating  policies 
reflect  Warner's  intention  to 
strengthen  its  foundations  with  a 
view  to  being  prepared  for  any  post- 
war  contingencies. 


Detroit  Theaters  Losing 
$50,000  Every  Day 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

riots  in  few  cases,  mixup  on  book- 
ings and  transit  of  film  because  of 
previous  days'  rioting,  failure  of 
some  staffs  to  appear  when  they 
expected  theaters  to  stay  closed  ac- 
cording to  previous  orders. 

A  substantial  number  of  indepen- 
dents did  not  attempt  to  open,  many 
feeling  they  could  not  gross  enough 
with  box-offices  open  6  to  7  p.m.  only 
to  warrant  opening.  Every  sizeable 
circuit  reported  all  houses  open  ex- 
cept  in  riot  zones. 

Business  generally  was  way  off, 
with  the  estimate  of  daily  loss  run- 
ning $50,000  gross.  A  small  per- 
centage of  the  colored  trade  appeared 
yesterday  even  in  the  Colonial  The- 
ater at  the  center  of  Monday's  street 
fighting.  All  other  forms  of  amuse- 
ment, including  bowling  alleys  and 
ballrooms,  remain  closed.  Theaters 
are    only   the   exceptions. 


New  York  Polio  Fund  Gets 
$140,426  from  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

Hall  yesterday.  WAC  delegation 
making  the  presentation  on  behalf 
of  exhibs.  embraced  Sam  Rinzler, 
Fred    Schwartz,    Harry   Brandt   and 

C.  C.  Moskowitz. 

Mayor  LaGuardia  hailed  the  pres- 
entation as  another  indication  of 
New  York  theaters'  co-op.  Check 
was  accepted  for  the  Foundation  by 
Marjorie  Lawrence  of  the  Met. 
Opera. 


Canada  Drafting  Boys 
Over  16-18  for  War  Work 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

in  non-essential  occupations  are  ex- 
tended to  include  boys  above  15 
years  of  age. 

This  adds  youths  of  16  to  18  years 
and  will  include  young  employes  of 
theaters  and  film  exchanges,  includ- 
ing many  ushers  and  clerks  who  had 
been  employed  to  fill  positions  made 
vacant  by  men  from  18  to  40  years 
old.  Regulations  will  require  the 
transfer  of  youths  to  munitions 
plants  or  farms  and  is  a  new  blow 
to  the  employment  situation  in  the 
film  business. 


Canton  Theaters  Join 
In  Increasing  Scales 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Ohio  will  be  hiked  this  week  from 
45  to  50  cents  for  adults,  evenings. 
It's  the  first  increase  at  the  three 
houses,  which  by  agreement  had 
maintained  a  45  cent  top  admission 
for  the  past  two  years.  Matinee 
admissions  will  be  advanced  from 
30  to  35  cents.  New  admission  in- 
cludes all  taxes. 

Children's  admission,  which  have 
been  10  cents,  will  be  advanced  to 
17  cents  at  Loew's  and  the  Palace, 
the  Ohio  having  upped  its  kid's  ad- 
mission to  17  cents  several  weeks 
ago. 


Michael  Kopcso  Dead 

Youngstown,  O. — Michael  Kopcso, 
63,  of  the  service  staff  of  the  Pal- 
ace theater  here  died  in  St.  Eliza- 
beth hospital. 


HCLLyWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED 

NOEL  MADISON,  director,  Paramount. 

SAM  TAYLOR,  producer-director,  next  laurel- 
Hardy   feature,   M-G-M. 

LOTHAR  MENDES,  director,  "Tampico,"  20th- 
Fox. 

ARTHUR  DREIFUSS,  director,  "Nearly  Eighteen," 
Monogram. 

• 

ASSIGNMENTS 

NOEL  MADISON,  dialogue  director,  "french- 
mans   Creek,"   Paramount. 

GRECORY  RATOFF,  director,  "Song  of  Rus- 
sia,"  M-G-M. 

ABE  BURROWS,  MAC  BENOFF  and  PARKE 
LEVY,  screenplay,  "Duffy's  Tavern,"  Skir- 
ball-Spitz,    for   UA. 

FRED  KANE,  dialogue  director,  "Tiger  Fangs," 
PRC. 

ROY  LUBY,  director,  "Teen  Age,"  Continental 
•     Pictures. 


CASTINGS 


CARMEN  MIRANDA  and  VIVIAN  BLAINE, 
"Greenwich  Village,"  20th-Fox;  DENNIS  O'KEEFE, 
"The  Story  of  Dr.  Wassell,"  Paramount;  MARCO, 
"Carmen,"  IXTLA  Productions  (Mexico  City) ; 
VICTOR  McLACLEN,  "Tampico,"  20fh-Fox- 
ALAN  HALE,  TOM  TULLY  and  PETER  WHIT- 
NEY, "Destination  Tokyo,"  Warners;  BARBARA 
EfULCACOV,  "Song  of  Russia,"  M-G-M;  BELA 
LUCOSI,  "The  Voodoo  Man,"  Monogram;  ANN 
CORIO,  "The  Sultan's  Daughter,"  Monogram. 
JOHNNIE  COY,  "Incendiary  Blonde,"  Para- 
mount; NAN  WYNN,  "Is  Everybody  Happy'" 
Columbia;  GLADYS  CEORCE  and  UNA  O'CON- 
NOR, "Government  Girl,"  RKO;  MEL  TORME 
and  MARCY  McGUIRE,  "Higher  and  Higher," 
RKO;  JADIN  WONG  and  LU  SUN,  "Around 
the  World,"  RKO;  ALAN  MOWBRAY,  ROGER 
CLARK  and  MILDRED  COLES,  "Dollar-a-Year 
Man,"    RKO. 


John  Ludwig,  Mid- West 
And  Coast  Exhib.,  Dies 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — John  Ludwig,  53,  well 
known  in  Mid-West  exhibitor  cir- 
cles, and  also  here  in  Los  Angeles, 
died  Tuesday  of  pneumonia  follow- 
ing an  appendectomy.  He  pioneered 
in  Milwaukee  in  the  independent  the- 
ater field,  developed  a  chain  of  the- 
aters in  Milwaukee  and  out  through 
the   states. 

He  sold  his  circuit  of  theaters, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Roosevelt, 
in  Milwaukee,  which  he  retained  and 
came  to  Hollywood  in  1939  and 
bought  the  Mel-Van  Theater,  which 
he  operated  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 


Wrigley  Funeral  Held 

Philadelphia  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  yesterday  for  Hor- 
ace H.  Wrigley,  43,  veteran  projec- 
tionist at  the  New  Penn  theater. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. .  .on  the  Film  Front 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich.— Butterfield  The- 
aters, through  Walter  J.  Norris,  resident 
manager,  has  donated  the  Majestic  Theater 
for  a  wartime  canning  school,  to  be  held 
three  mornings  a  week,  sponsored  by  the 
nutrition  committee  of  the  Kent  County 
Defense  Council. 


STORY  OF  MEN  AND  WOMEN  WHO  FIGHT 

ON  THE  HOME  FRONT! 


This  is  YATES., 
red-blooded  guy 
some  fools  decided 
was  yellow ! 


Shake  hands  with 
RUTH... whose  cover- 
alls can't  cover  her 
woman's  heart  I 
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DURING  JULY! 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


4  FEATURES,  TWO  SPECIALS  FROM  COLUMBIA 

efutes  Crescent  Affiliate's  Divestiture  Appeal 


Editorial 


Army  and  Pix 

.  .  .  cnirf  film  biz 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


[ELECTIVE  Service's  General  Hershey  in 
an  address  the  other  day  indicated  that 
he  Government  might  be  giving  some  at- 
|  ention  to  the  problem  of  post-war  demobili- 
sation, with  the  tentative  policy's  keystone 
-he  release  of  men  from  the  armed  services 
)aced  by  the  ability  of  business  to  absorb 
hem.  Thus  the  demobilization  periods 
: o u I d ,    indeed    would   span    several    years. 

Such  a  plan,  utilizing  the  Army,  the 
■J avy,    the    Marines,    and    the    Coast   Guard 

jnd  undoubtedly  their  feminine  auxiliaries 
is  well),  as  "cushions"  for  the  inevitable 
nsr-war  economic  dislocation,  is  of  spe- 
:ial   interest   to   film   business. 


ND  for  more  than  a  single  reason.  To 
cite  one:  Retention  of  several  million 
nen  (and  women)  in  uniform  necessarily 
fill  require  the  maintenance  of  many  of 
he  huge  cantonments  which  have  sprung 
ip  since  we  first  entered  upon  our  prepared- 
ess  program.  That,  in  turn,  means  the  in- 
ustry  will  be  doing  business  with  its  larg- 
st     customer — the     United     States     Army 

otion   Picture   Service — for  a  considerable 

me  to  come. 

It's  no  secret  that  the  Service  is  a  source 
f  industry  revenue  which,  to  put  it  in  the 

macular,  is  "not  to  be  sneezed  at."  Di- 
ector  R.   B.  Murray,  who  has  been  making 

swing  around  the  country  to  visit  his  12 
egional   offices,    reports    1,932   houses   now 

erating  at  Army  forts  and  posts,  with 
25  more  to  be  opened  within  the  next 
hree  months. 

That's    a    far    cry    from    the    90    theaters 

th  which  the  Service  started  business, 
dHfock  in  December,   1920. 


"HROUGH  its  regional  offices,  the  Service 

at  the  present  time  is  booking  programs 

sr  6,834   shows   weekly.     And,   as   Murray 

ankly    says,    fine    distributor    co-operation 

enabling  the  Service  to  obtain  sufficient 

I  rints  of  good  pictures  to  play  all  the  Army 

[•eaters  within  30  days  of  national  release. 

As  to  the  part  films  are  playing  in  troop 

L"itertainment,  says  Murray  enthusiastically: 

*"l   cannot  begin  to  stress  how  important 

Dtion    pictures    are    to   the    armed    forces, 

?ht    here    at    home    from    time    men    are 

ducted,  .as    well    in    the    combat    zones. 

here  can  be  no  slightest  question  about  the 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Wright  Denies  Sale  of 
50%  Interest  in  Lyric 
Would  Mean  Heavy  Loss 


Nashville — Robert  L.  Wright,  spe- 
cial assistant  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  head  of  the  D  of  J  motion 
picture  unit,  yesterday  filed  a  mem- 
orandum reply  to  a  petition  of  cer- 
tain stockholders  of  Lyric  Amusement 
Co.,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  seeking  to  elimi- 
nate a  provision  of  the  decree  filed 
on  May  18  in  the  Government  anti- 
trust suit  against  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment, Co.  and  others  which  orders 
the  sale  of  a  50  per  cent  interest  in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Coast  Studios  Start 
Eight;  49  Shooting 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — With  eight  pix  facing 
cameras    this    week,    Coast    studios 
have  49  shooting.    The  check-up: 

At  Columbia:  Three  shooting,  in- 
cluding "There's  Something  About  a 
Soldier,"  drama,  with  Douglass 
Drake,  Larry  Parks,  Michael  Duane, 
Lloyd  Bridges,  Robert  Stanford, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ITOA  Plans  to  Tackle  Pix 
Renatal  Issue  Progressing 


ITOA's  plans  to  tackle  the  high 
film  rentals  issue  are  taking  shape, 
Jack  Haddum  and  Leo  Rosenblatt, 
members  of  a  special  committee,  re- 
ported at  the  organization's  meet- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Maurice  A.  Bergman 
Heads  Eastern  MSB 

Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Eastern  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  manager  for 
Universal,  will  head  the  Eastern  In- 
dustry Service  Bureau  for  the  next 
six  months.  Bergman  was  elected  at 
a  meeting  of  Eastern  ad-publicity 
chiefs  yesterday  to  succeed  Mort 
Blumenstock  of  Warners.  Glendon 
Allvine    continues    as   secretary. 


Lift  Riot  Curfew 
In  Detroit  Met.  Area 


Detroit — Ruling  yesterday  after- 
noon from  Governor  Kelly  further 
eased  the  restrictions  of  martial  law 
in  Detroit  and  allowed  theaters  to 
stay  open  until  11  p.m.  instead  of 
9:15  and  established  a  midnight  cur- 
few instead  of  10  p.m. 

The  ruling  also  allows  all  other 
types  of  amusements  to  open  for 
the  first  time  since  his  proclamation 
on  Monday  and  allows  them  to  re- 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 

SWG  Names  Committee 
To  Plan  a  Guild  Agency 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Screen  Writers' 
Guild  has  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee to  make  plans  for  a  Guild 
Agency,  to  handle  contractual  affairs 
of  the  Guild's  members.  The  or- 
ganization's   negotiating    committee 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


WAC  Wants  Meilett  To  Stay 

Schaefer  Sends  WAC  Views  to  OWI  Exec. 


Three  Committees  Named 
By  Entertainment  Council 

Three  new  committees  were  named 
last  night  at  a  meeting  of  the  con- 
tinuation committee  of  the  Nation- 
al Entertainment  Industries  Coun- 
cil (new  name  adopted  to  replace  the 
former  National  Conference  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


The  WAC  in  a  telegram  to  Lowell 
Meilett,  Chief  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Bureau  of  the  OWI,  expressed  the 
hope  that  there  would  be  no  cur- 
tailing of  Mellett's  services  as  liaison 
executive  between  Governmental 
agencies  and  the  industry.  The  wire 
also  stated  that  the  industry  hoped 
that  there  would  be  no  discontinu- 
ance of  the  "valuable  war  informa- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Three  Technicolor  Pix  for 
Hay  worth;  1 1  Musicals  Set; 
Two  Biog.  Subjects  Listed 

Columbia's  1943-44  program  will 
comprise  44  features,  two  specials 
to  be  sold  separately,  two  special 
westerns,  eight  program  westerns, 
118  short  subjects  and  three  serials, 
it  was  announced  yesterday.  Three 
features  are  to  be  made  in  Techni- 
color. 

First  of  the  two  specials  will  be 
"The  Land  is  Bright,"  produced  and 
directed  by  Sam  Wood  from  the 
Broadway  hit  by  Edna  Ferber  and 
George  S.  Kaufman.  Another  will 
be  announced  and  both  will  be 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Expect  Budget  Slash 
In  OWI  Films,  Radio 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAiLY 
Washington — Two  days'  consider- 
ation of  the  war  agencies  appropria- 
tions bill  by  the  Senate  Appropria- 
tions Committee  concluded  yester- 
day with  no  one  yet  having  been 
called  to  testify  on  the  OWI  budget- 
ary needs. 

OWI  officials  are  uncertain  when 
they    will    be    called,    although    top 

(Continued  on  Page   6) 

Trotta,  Ampa's  President; 
Merger  Motion  Withdrawn 

Vincent  Trotta  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  Ampa  along  with  the  entire 
slate  of  nominees  at  a  meeting  of 
the  organization  yesterday.     It  will 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Buy  and  Store  Coal 
Noiv,  Exhibitors  Told 

Eldora,  la. — Leo  Wolcott,  presi- 
dent of  the  Allied-Independent  the- 
ater owners  of  lowa-Nebr.,  Inc.,  to- 
day urged  theater  exhibitors  to  buy 
and  store  "every  ounce  of  coal  you 
can,   right   now." 

He  urged  buying  the  coal  now  be- 
cause "it  is  entirely  probable  there 
will  be  a  real  coal  shortage  next 
winter." 
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To  File  Brief  by  Monday 
In  Film  Extortion  Case 


Chicago — A.  Bradley  Eben,  defense 
attorney  for  the  Chicago  racketeers 
under  extortion  indictment  in  New 
York,  said  yesterday  the  brief,  with 
respect  to  the  true  bill  will  be  ready 
for  filing  in  New  York  Federal  Court 
by  Monday. 


Rites  Held  for  Jack  Zipp 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Jack  Zipp,  former  sales- 
man for  Warners,  who  died  at  Barnes 
Hospital  where  he  had  been  a  patient 
for  some  time. 


Army  and  Pix 

.  .  .  and  film  bis 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Army's  tremendous  reliance  upon  pictures. 
They  form  the  background  of  the  Army's 
entire  recreational  service.  And  in  outposts 
such  as  Alaska  and  the  Aleutians,  which 
are  serviced  from  our  Seattle  office,  they  are 
an  absolute  Godsend." 

Some  gentlemen  who  still  look  askance  at 
industry  essentiality  should  read  that  quote 
with  care. 

0 

ASA  final  thought,  this:  Tens  of  thou- 
**  sands  who  were  not  regular  film  pa- 
trons prior  to  donning  uniforms,  having 
enjoyed  movies  for  the  duration,  will  take 
the  picture-patronizing  habit  back  with 
them  to  civil  life.  Which,  certainly,  is  some- 
thing to  remember  in  sizing  up  the  post- 
war  situation. 


Nasser  Buys  Interest 
In  Andrew  Stone  Prods. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — After  a  private  view- 
ing of  Andrew  Stone's  United  Artists 
production,  "Hi  Diddle  Diddle," 
James  Nasser,  San  Francisco  exhibi- 
tor, has  bought  stock  in  Andrew 
Stone  Productions,  Inc.,  and  will  take 
an  active  interest  in  its  future  pic- 
tures. 

In  announcing  Nasser's  associa- 
tion with  his  company,  Stone  said  he 
felt  that  in  keeping  with  current 
trends  in  the  indudstry,  it  was  im- 
portant to  get  the  exhibitors'  slant 
on  production. 

Nasser  will  divide  his  time  be- 
tween Stone's  offices  in  Hollywood 
and  Nasser  Brothers'  extensive  cir- 
cuit of  picture  theaters  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  district. 


Para.  Execs,  to  Canada 
For  Toronto  Sales  Meet 


_  Paramount's  Canadian  organiza- 
tion opens  its  two-day  annual  sales 
meeting  at  the  King  Edward  Hotel, 
Toronto,  today.  Sales  policies  and 
plans  for  features  and  shorts  to  be 
released  in  the  Dominion  in  the  new 
season  will  be  discussed.  Gordon 
Lightstone  will  preside. 

Neil  Agnew,  Oscar  Morgan  and 
Bob  Gillham  flew  out  last  night  to 
attend  the  sessions. 


George  Dorsey  Appointed 
RKO's  Washington  Contact 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — George  Dorsey,  who 
has  been  Washington  chief  for 
Pathe,  has  been  named  resident 
Washington  contact  man  for  RKO. 
His  duties  will  include  all  Govern- 
ment agency  contact  work  for  RKO. 

Kueschner  to  Mayo  Clinic 

Indianapolis  —  Oscar  Kueschner, 
head  of  the  Indianapolis  Co-opera- 
tive Theaters,  has  been  discharged 
from  the  U.  S.  Veterans  Hospital 
here,  and  gone  to  Rochester,  Minn., 
to  the  Mayo  Clinic,  for  observation. 

APC  Closing  Chi.  Offices 

Chicago — Alexander  Prevue  Co.  is 
closing  its  local  offices. 


Maneuvers  Wound 
Is  Fatal  to  Greene 

Miami  Beach,  Fla.  —  Corp.  Fred 
Greene,  former  manager  of  the  Surf 
Theater,    a     Wometco     house,    died 

from  a  stomach  bullet  wound 
BSSi  received  while  on  Army  ma- 
lF^5    neuvers       in       this      country. 

Greene  was  associated  with 
Wometco  for  a  number  of  years, 
at  one  time  serving  as  manager 
of  the  Lincoln  Theater.  He  entered 
the  service  18  months  ago. 


Mexican  Film  Industry 
Getting  Amer.  Equipment 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Approximately  $250,- 
000  worth  of  equipment  is  being  sent 
from  this  country  to  Mexico  City  to 
help  Mexican  production,  it  was  re- 
ported here  yesterday.  Francis  Al- 
stock,  CIAA  motion  picture  chief,  is 
in  Mexico  City  to  confer  with  Mex- 
ican production  heads  and  to  fa- 
miliarize himself  with  the  equipment 
needed. 
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Gomersall  to  Chicago 
With  Allan  J.  O'Keefe 


E.  T.  Gomersall,  Universal's  as- 
sistant general  sales  manager,  left 
last  night  for  Chicago  with  Allan  J. 
O'Keefe,  recently  appointed  West- 
ern division  manager,  for  the  first 
of  a  series  of  regional  sales  meet- 
ings. Following  the  Chicago  meet- 
ing, they  will  leave  for  Kansas  City. 

Due  to  illness,  O'Keefe  did  not 
attend  the  recent  sales  meetings  in 
Chicago,  so  that  this  trip  will  mark 
his  first  official  meeting  with  the 
personnel  of  these  exchanges  in  his 
division. 


Get  FC  Capital  Franchise 

Franchise  for  Film  Classics,  Inc., 
in  the  Washington  territory  has  been 
acquired  by  Bernie  Mills  and  Jack 
Berkson  who  operate  the  Equity 
Film  Exchanges,  Inc. 


NATE   BLUMBERC  heads  for  Hollywood  toda 

GRAD  SEARS  arrives  this  morning  from  Ch 
cago   and    the   Coast. 

NEIL  ACNEW,  OSCAR  MORGAN  and  Bc| 
C1LLHAM    left    last    night    for    Toronto. 

BARRET    McCORMICK    and    TERRY    " 
arrive   today   from    the   Coast. 

DINSMORE    ROSS    leaves    for    the    Coast 
points   West   Sunday. 

EDDIE  CANTOR  left  the  Coast  yesterday  ( 
New  York  en  route  to  Baltimore,  where  he  v. 
christen  the  new  Liberty  ship,  George  M.  Coh- 
on   July   4. 

JOE    COOPER,    head    of    the    Cooper    thea 
enterprises,    and    JOE    PHILIPSON,    his    execute 
assistant,    left    New   York   today   on   a   survey 
theaters    in    the    Cooper    circuit    in    Oklahon , 
Nebraska    and    Colorado. 

N.  F.  OAKLEY,  sales  manager  for  Du  Pc 
film,  is  in  Washington,  discussing  the  film  sl 
ply   situation   with   various   Government  offici; 

ROBERT  YOUNG  and  NAN  WYNN  are  mak 
volunteer  tours  for  USO  Camp  Shows.  Appe 
ances  were  arranged  by  the  motion  picture  di 
sion. 

OSCAR  F.  NEU,  president  of  the  Neum; 
Products  Corp.,  is  on  an  extended  trip  throi 
the  Middle  West  on  war  business. 

HENRY  SCHOENSTADT,  Schoenstadt  circ ! 
prexy,  has  returned  to  Chicago  from  a  vacat ; 
at  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

W.  E.  WEINSHENKER,  Universal  veteran  f 
salesman,  has  returned  to  Chicago  from  a  va 
tion    at    Dallas   and    Fort   Worth. 


Report  Zanuck  Resumes 
20th-Fox  Post  July  6 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAI 
Hollywood — Report  persists  tr 
Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  will  return 
his  production  post  at  Twentiel 
Fox  July  6.  William  Goetz  is  t 
pected  to  complete  his  producti 
duties  at  Twentieth-Fox  about  Ji 
15. 


All  Paramount  Officers 
Re-elected  by  Directors 


! 


Paramount's  board,  meeting  y 
terday,  re-elected  all  officers,  as  f  o 
cast. 


Many  Thanks— 

To  the  NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  REVIEW 
for   Selecting   the    Musical   Score   to 

"WE  ARE  THE  MARINES" 

as   one   of   the   outstanding   Scoring   Jobs 

of  the  year. 
A  TWENTIETH  CENTURY-FOX  FEATURE 

Produced  by 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

JACK  SHAINDLIN 


Friday.  June  25, 1943 
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WAC  Wants  Melleft 
fo  Slay  at  OWI  Helm 

{Continued  from  Page   1) 

'    tion"    films    produced    by   the    OWI, 
:    H'hich  are  distributed  by  the  WAC. 

Telegram   was    signed   by   George 
tijj.    Schaefer,    WAC    chairman,    and 
leached  Mellett  at  a  time  when  the 
ute  was  debating  the  withdraw- 
al .  ^*ot  funds  necessary  to  keep  the 
.   Domestic  Branch,  of  which  the  Mo- 
•  ion  Picture  Bureau  is  a  part,  alive. 
Text    of    the    wire    follows: 
"In   behalf    of   the   war   activities 
committee  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry,   representing    all    branches 
H  of  the   industry  including  over   16,- 
r>00  theaters,  I  wish  to  register  my 
■n  hope  that  the  work  of  the  bureau  of 
motion  pictures  of  the  office  of  war 
V  information  will  not  be  curtailed  to 
"J  an  extent  that  will   reduce  the  ex- 
:    cellent  service  that  it  is  performing 
*   in  co-ordinating  the  activities  of  all 
5]  Governmental    departments,    and    in 
making  available  valuable  informa- 
tion to  millions  of  theater  patrons." 
With   the  co-operation  of  Bureau 
headed   by   Mellett,  a  program  was 
.r„  recently   completed  whereby   exhibi- 
ts, tors    would    receive    one    free    short 
film  each  week  for  the  year  begin- 
ning August  1.     These  films,  which 
vould  be  assured  virtually  maximum 
listribution,   would   consist   of   OWI 
product    and    subjects    produced    by 
,    the  motion  picture  companies  as  an- 
'    other    contribution    toward    winning 
the     war.       The     industry-produced 
<horts    are    available    to    exhibitors 
with    rentals    waived    in    the    inter- 
ests   of   uniform    service. 
The  five  newsreel  companies,  rep- 
.;  resenting  the   Newsreel   Division  of 
the  WAC,  sent  a  similar  telegram  to 
a  the   appropriations   committee. 


Offer  74  for  B  &  K  Stock 

Chicago — Balaban  &  Katz  stock  is 
now  bid  74,  with  no  offerings. 

Bob  Sheehan  Dead  in  Hub 

Boston — Robert  M.   Sheehan,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Colonial,  is  dead. 


JUNE  25 

Sam  Resnick 

George  Abbott 

Dorothy  Shea 

Al  Selig 

JUNE  26 

A.  E.  Ames 

Peter  Lorre 

Bernard  Fox 

William  Steiner,  Jr. 

A.  J.  Blair 

Mitchell  Lewis 

JUNE  27 

A.  M.  Manfredi 

John  Golden 

H.  E.  Wappaus 

Robert  Ellis 

E.  C.  Palmer 

Walter  J.  lynch 

Agnes  Nolan 

E.  H.  Calvert 

Frances  Neal 

Ira  H.  Simonson 

Morton  Cerber 

J.  Rubensrein 

•  •  •  EN  ROUTE  to  work  yester  morn,  we  put  in  our  three-cents- 
worth  for  a  copy  of  the  New  York  Times,  perusing  which  revealed  the 

design  of  the  proposed  Victory  Arch  for  Times  Square Said  arch 

envisions  two  palm  leaves  spanning  the  thoroughfares  just  north  of  43rd 
Street,   and  springing  from   a  lofty  base   erected  on   the   central   traffic 

"island"  there The  giant  leaves'  tips  will  be  supported  by  columns 

on  the  East  and  West  sidewalks,  respectively Now  there  is  not  only 

artistic  genius  back  of  the  arch's  design,  but  downright  good  diplomacy, 
for  the  rectangular  center  column's  panels  will  depict  the  Four  Freedoms 
The  panel  facing  West,  i.e.,  toward  the  Paramount  Building,  car- 
ries Freedom  from  Want, — mighty  appropriate   when   you  consider  the 

potent  prosperity  of  Paramount  Pictures That  organization,  you  will 

recall,  is  getting  on  so  well  financially  that  it  is  retiring  all  outstanding 
preferred  shares,  leaving  only  the  common  stock  in  circulation,  and  the 

process  is  to  be  completed  in  July Appropriately,  too,  the  East  panel, 

delineating  Freedom  from  Fear,  faces  away  from  Arthur  Mayer's  Rialto 
Theater,  filmdom's  most  famous  House  of  Horror,  where  patrons'  spines 
get  so  cold  from  the  screen  action  that  the  air  conditioning  plant  is  only 
used  as  interior  decoration 

▼  ▼  Y 

•  •      •     PRIMARILY     PERSONAL: Glorious     Gloria      (La 

Swanson)  is  in  Baltimore,  and  the  Variety  Club  there  ups'n  has  her 
as  honor  guest  at  a  cocktail  party  ...  #  RKO  Radio,  s'far  as  we 
know,  has  the  only  GHQ_  and  canteen  in  the  country  for  its  sons  in 

service The  canteen  includes  photos  of  those  from  the  h.o.  and 

branches,  a  file   of  Salute,  free  postcards,  reading  matter,   etc 

Uniformed  alumni  are  always  dropping  in,  and  beverages  are  always 

"on   the  house" Within  an  hour  t'other  day   the  following  were 

on  deck:  Lt.  Tom  Twomey,  h.o.  contract  dept.,  now  with  the  3rd 
Ferrying  Group;  Sgt.  Dan  McCarthy,  Detroit  salesman,  assigned  to  OCS 
in  Miami  Beach;  Pvt.  Henry  Hoogland,  h.o.  still  dept.,  currently  with 
Co.  C,  97th  Signal  Battalion,  Camp  Bowie,  Tex.;  Cpl.  Bob  Outwater, 
h.o.  purchasing  dept.,  with  the  472nd  Q.M.  Truck  Regiment,  Camp 
Sutton,  N.  C;  Hal  'Maguire,  Seaman  2nd  Class,  stationed  at  Davisville, 
R.  I.;  and  Sgt.  Gordon  Weir,  RAAF,  Australian  visitor,— formerly  booker 
in  the  RKO  Brisbane  office  ...  #  George  A.  Nevin,  former  manager 
of  the  Capitol  in  Danville,  Pa.,  has  completed  preliminary  training  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  is  an  assistant  field  director  for  the  American 
Red  Cross  at  Camp  Pendleton,  Va.  ...  #  Out  Chicago  way,  Bernard 
B.  "Bernie"  Kreislcr,  Universal's  short  subjects  and  noozereel  big-wig, 
hosted  a  luncheon  to  Frank  V.  Martinek,  creator  of  the  Don  Winslow 
adventure  strip,  and  Al  Lowcnthal,  Famous  Players  Syndicate  prexy  .  .  . 

•  Howie  Mayer,  who  conducts  a  nooze  agency  in  Chi,  has  renewed 
his  contract  with  Columbia  and'll  remain  in  Hollywood,  handling  pub- 
licity for  the  company  ...  #  John  Kemptgien,  M-G-M  Omaha  mana- 
ger, and  Tom  Gillian,  20th-Fox  Chi  manager,  have  been  'lected  mem- 
bers of  the  Reel  Fellows  Club  of  Chicago,  next  meetin'  of  which  is 
slated  for  July  25  .  .  .  •  Ted  Zwerman,  Arcadia  Theater  manager, 
Olney,  III.,  has  just  been  made  a  member  of  the  Richland  County 
Draft  Board  ...  p  Republic's  Bill  Saal  is  headin'  for  the  h.o.  some 
time  after  July  1  .  .  .  •  New  Jersey  Allied  is  expecting  a  record  turn- 
out of  exhibs.  and  top  execs,  at  its  24th  annual  conference  to  be  held 

June  29-30  and  July  1  in  the  Hollywood  Hotel,  West  End,  N.  J 

Among  the  entertainers  set  to  appear  in  the  floor  show  are  Joe  Martin, 
Continental  Thrillers,  Ken  Whittmer  if  Co.,  De  Marco  Sisters,  Sammy 
Birch,  Molly  Picon,  and  Dequincy  ir  Givons 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HABOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


HOWARD  RUSSELl,  assistant  shipper,  20th-Fox, 
Washington. 

NICK    LUCAS,    manager,    Cameo,    Mt.    Rainier. 

GEORGE  SHEPP,  acting  director,  Waldorf,  Wash- 
ington. 

C.     E.     BOTSFORD,    assistant,    State,    Richmond, 
Va. 
CLIFFORD    GUNNETT,    manager,    Queen,    Wil- 
mington,   Del. 

WILLIAM  HUFFMAN,  manager,  Warner,  Atlan- 
tic City,   N.   J. 

S.    SOLOMON,    manager,    Lyric,    Chester,    Pa. 

H.  N.  TATE,  manager,  Cape  (formerly  Roxy), 
Olyphant,    :Pa. 

HARRY  E.  MUSSER,  assistant  manager,  Ritz, 
York,    Pa. 

ALFRED  WRIGHT,  assistant  manager,  supply 
dept.,    Florida    State    Theaters,    Jacksonville. 

BOB    CLARK,    manager,    Garden,    Paterson,    N.   J. 

JOSEPH  KINDLON,  assistant  shipper,  20th-Fox, 
Albany. 

GEORCE  DORSEY,  resident  Washington  contact, 
RKO. 

JAMES  A.  CLARKE,  salesman,  Paramount,  Phila- 
delphia. 

ROGER  WILLIAMS,  student  salesman,  Paramount, 
Philadelphia. 

MIKE  HUDNICK,  salesman,  Paramount,  Phila- 
delphia. 

ERWIN    B.   CHAPIN,   manager,    Lee,    Dixon,    III. 

RUSSELL   MOSE,   manager,   Lincoln,    Danville,    III. 

FRANK  COLDQUIST,  manager,  Time  Theater  (in 
addition  to  Orpheum  and  Web  Theaters), 
Savanna,   III. 

GEORCE  F.  MAHONEY,  Jr.,  City  manager,  Great 
States   Circuit,   Joliet,    111. 

E.  C.  MAYER,  works  manager,  Bell  &  Howell 
Co.,   Chicago. 

I.  G.  WILCOX,  supt.  of  part  manufacturing, 
Bell    &   Howell    Larchmont   plant,   Chicago. 

ALBERT  J.  LOTTES,  in  charge  of  lens  manufac- 
turing,   Bell   &   Howell,   Chicago. 

CARL  E.  HENDRICKSON,  production  methods 
engineer,    Bell    &   Howell,  Chicago. 

KNUTE  PETERSON,  wage  co-ordinator-assistant 
secretary,  Bell  &  Howell,  Chicago. 

INTO  WAR  JOBS 

ROBERT  BURNS,  Operators  union  executive 
board    member,    Chicago. 


Nazis  Holding  Capt.  Retchin 

Chicago — Capt.  Norman  Retchin, 
son  of  Lester  Retchin,  former  well 
known  Chicago  theater  owner,  is  re- 
ported a  prisoner  of  war  in  Germany. 
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JOIN  "SHANGRI-LA"  WAR  STAMP  DRIVE  IN  JULY! 


EDITORIAL   MUSINGS 


Most  elaborate  of  authorities  on  the 
motion  picture  is  the  1012-page  Film 
Daily  Year  Book  of  1943  which  is 
solidly  packed  with  facts  and  figures  of 
the  movie  industry,  even  to  listing  the 
name  and  seating  capacity  of  every 
movie  theatre  in  the  nation  and  the  title 
of  every  feature  picture  released  since 
1915. 

In  a  trice  it  can  be  seen  that  Pennsyl- 
vania had  1,193  theatres  operating  on 
January  1,  1943,  and  accommodating 
"797,250  persons  without  resorting  to  the 
SRO  sign. 

Schuylkill  County's  listing  shows 
18,484  seats  in  theatres  in  19  county 
towns,  led  by  Pottsville  with  4,100  seats. 
This  is  exclusive  of  1,820  seats  in  three 
closed  theatres  and  exclusive,  of  course, 
of  the  450  seats  in  the  Girard  Theatre, 
Girardville,  which  burned  down  two 
months  ago. 

Motion  picture  authorities  have  long 
considered  the  proper  average  of  theatre 
seats  to  a  town  is  one  to  each  ten  per- 
sons. Using  this  estimate,  it  can  be  seen 
that  Schuylkill  County  is  slightly  under- 
seated  but  that  Pottsville  has  enough 
seats  for  a  city  with  nearly  twice  the 
population. 

The    general    average,    of    course,    is 

affected  by  such  conditions  as  prosperity, 

ruralies'   proximity   to   towns   in   which 

theatres  are  located  and  a  host  of  similar 

factors. 

***** 

Other  statistics  of  the  film  industry 
are  breath-taking  such  as  the  fact  that 
$2,061,000,000  are  invested  in  the  theatre 
industry  and  that  200,000  persons  are 
employed  in  the  theatrical  film  industry. 
The  annual  payroll  approximates  $325,- 
725,000. 

More  than  90,000,000  persons  attended 
America's  theatres  weekly,  a  figure  un- 
exceeded  in  the  world  and  more  than 
twice  the  average  weekly  theatre  at- 
tendance of  1922.  The  average  theatre 
seats  612  persons. 

Few  persons  are  more  popular  and 
well-known  than  motion  picture  celebri- 
ties though  their  passing  is  quickly  for- 
gotten with  the  ascendency  of  other 
luminaries  to  top  fame.  The  past  year 
saw  the  deaths  of  John  Barrymore,  Rich- 
ard Carlyle,  George  M.  Cohan,  Laura 
Hope  Crews,  James  Cruze,  Sidney  Fox, 
Brenda  Fowler,  Phillips  Holmes,  Buck 
Jones,  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Carole  Lombard, 
Edna  May  Oliver,  May  Robson  and  Joe 
Weber  to  mention  a  few. 
The  Film  Daily  Year  Book  runs  the 
gamut  of  Movie  facts  from  the  complete 
casts  of  all  feature  films  released  in 
1942  to  the  officers  of  film  companies 
in  Brazil  and  Argentina,  if  you're  inter- 
ested. 

One  of  the  principal  space  grabbers  is 
Hollywood's  contribution  to  the  war 
effort,  glowing  pages  which  tell  how  the 
motion  picture  'industry  sent  its  players 
and  technicians  into  the  war  field  and  its 
stars  into  USO  and  soldiers'  show,_  how 
war  bonds  were  sold  with  the  aid  of 
personal  appearances  and  how  the  screen 
came  to  the  aid  of  the  countryin  "sell- 
ing" the  war  to  its  vast  audiences  in 
addition  to  devoting  miles  of  celluloid 
to  the  instruction  of  the  men  in  uniform. 

There  is  one  wistful  note  of  bygone 
days  which  all  film  goers  would  enjoy 
reading,  a  listing  of  all  serials  made 
since    1920.      These    are    the    priceless 


Lift  Riot  Curfew 
In  Detroit  Met.  Area 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
main    open    till    11.      This    includes 
bowling  alleys,  cabarets,  bars,  amuse- 
ment parks,  carnivals  and  applies  to 
the  entire  metropolitan  area. 

Exhibitors  mostly  opened  their 
theaters  yesterday  with  advanced 
opening  time  to  allow  two  full  shows 
starting  about  6  p.m.  as  an  average 
policy  except  in  matinee  houses. 
Downtown  shows  saw  a  mild,  busi- 
ness boom  discounting  the  heat  wave 
and  indicating  that  show-starved 
crowds  may  flock  in  and  restore  the 
trade  to  normal  at  once. 

There  has  been  a  minor  exodus  of 
Detroiters  across  the  river  to  Wind- 
sor, Canada,  where  only  normal  war- 
time restrictions  prevail.  The  re- 
ported object  is  a  quest  for  amuse- 
ment, but  theaters  have  been  affected 
only  slightly  by  the  10  p.m.  curfew 
order  here.  The  order  is  not  being 
rigidly  enforced  insofar  as  street 
movement  is  concerned. 

Theater  Ad  Heads  Will 
Attend  'Hail"  Confab 


Second  of  two  meetings  of  circuit 
advertising  heads  to  discuss  cam- 
paigns for  Paramount's  "So  Proud- 
ly We  Hail"  will  be  held  at  the 
Pierre  Hotel  on  Monday.  Meeting 
follows  one  held  yesterday  and  con- 
tinuing today  at  the  Ambassador 
Hotel  in  Los  Angeles  for  theater 
advertising  directors  and  Paramount 
district  reps.  West  of  Kansas  City. 

These  theater  ad.  heads  will  attend  the 
all-day   meeting-   in    New   York: 

William  Hollander,  B  &  K,  Chicago:  Charles 
Winehell,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Min- 
neapolis; Maurice  Rubens,  Great  States  The- 
aters, Chicago;  Mrs.  Alice  Gorham,  United 
Detroit  Theaters  Harry  Browning.  M  &  P, 
Boston;  Dale  McFarland.  Tri-States,  Des 
Moines  Louis  Finske,  Comerford,  Scranton; 
Emmett  Rog-ers,  Wilby-Kincey,  Charlotte; 
Frank  Starz  and  Ray  Beall,  Interstate,  Dal- 
las, and  Jerry  Zigmond,  Newman  theater, 
Kansas   City. 

Oscar  A.  Doob,  Harry  Goldberg  and  Harry 
Mandel,  advertising  and  publicity  directors 
of  the  Loew's,  Warner  and  RKO  circuits, 
respectively,    will    also    attend. 

Paramount  district  representatives  includ- 
ing Ed  Wall,  Albany  district;  Arnold  Van 
Leer,  Boston;  William  Brooker,  Philadelphia, 
and  James  Levine,  Pittsburgh,  will  be  pres- 
ent. 

Home  office  executives  at  the  New  York 
meeting  will  include  Neil  Agnew,  Charles 
M.  Reagan,  Hugh  Owen,  Claude  Lee,  Rob- 
ert M.  Gillham,  Alec  Moss,  Al  Wilkie,  Stan- 
ley   Shuford    and   Hal    Danson. 

Leonard  Goldenson,  Leon  Netter  and  Sam 
Dembow,  Jr.,  Paramount  theater  department 
executives,  also  will  attend.  Goldenson  will 
welcome  the  visitors.  Alec  Moss  is  con- 
ducting the  sessions. 


From  "Flesh"  to  Duals 

Akron,  O.  —  Gayety  here,  has 
switched  from  girlesque  stage  shows 
to  duals. 


movie  memories,  the  "Perils  of  Pauline" 
and  Ruth  Roland's  "Timber  Queen"— 
Eddie  Polo's  "Stanley  in  Africa"  and 
Art  Accord  in  "The  Days  of  Buffalo 
Bill." 
What  an  industry! 

— H.  E.  H. 


(.Reprinted  from) 

(The  Journal,  Pottsville,  Pa.) 

(June  5,  1943) 


Friday,  June  25, 1941 


Eastman  War  Hero 

Listed  as  Missing 

Rochester — Second  Lt.  Russell  S. 
Emerick,  Army  Air  Forces  hero  who 
formerly  worked  for  Eastman  Kodak, 

has  been  listed  as  missing  in 
fjBj,  action.  Last  Mar.  6,  Lieuten- 
P"^    ant  Emerick  was  co-pilot  of  a 

Flying  Fortress  which  damaged 
a  Jap  destroyer  in  the  Bismarck 
Sea,  and  on  April  17  he  piloted  one 
of  the  bombers  which  sank  or  dam- 
aged four  Jap  ships  off  Wewak,  New 
Guinea. 


Coast  Studios  Start 
Eight;  49  Shooting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Lewis   Wilson,   Bruce   Bennett,   Tom 
Neal,  Craig  Woods  and  Frank  Scul- 
ly.    Sam  Bischoff  producing  and  Al- 
fred  E.   Green  directing. 

At  M-G-M:  Eleven  shooting. 
"Along  Broadway"  has  been  changed 
to  "Broadway  Rhythm." 

At  Monogram:    Three   shooting. 

At  Paramount:   Four  shooting. 

At  PRC:  "Tiger  Pangs,"  drama,  with 
Prank  Buck,  Duncan  Renaldo,  June  Duprez, 
J.  Farrell  MacDonald,  Alex  Havier,  Howard 
Banks,  Dan  Seymour  and  Amo  Prye.  A 
Jack  Schwarz  production,  with  Harry  E. 
Edwards,  associate  producer,  and  Sam  New- 
field    directing. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Pive  shooting,  including 
the  Votion  production,  "Dollar-a- Year-Man" 
starring  Lum  and  Abner,  with  Roger  Clark, 
Mildred  Coles,  Alan  Mowbray,  Jimmy  Dodd, 
Minerva  Urecal,  Sarah  Padden  and  Danny 
Duncan.  Ray  McCarey  directing,  and  Ben 
Hersh,  producer;  Sam  Goldwyn's  "The  North 
Star"  and  "Up  In  Arms,"  Technicolor  mus- 
ical which  introduces  Danny  Kaye  to  the 
screen,  with  Dana  Andrews,  Dinah  Shore, 
Constance  Dowling  and  Louis  Calhern,  under 
the  direction   of  Elliot   Nugent. 

At    Republic:    Two    shooting. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:   Six  shooting. 

At  Universal:  Eight  shooting,  including 
"Man  of  the  Family,"  domestic  comedy, 
starring  Donald  O'Connor,  with  Richard  Dix 
and  Lillian  Gish.  Bernard  Burton  associate 
producer,  with  Charles  Lamont  directing; 
"All  Baba  and  the  40  Thieves"  with  Maria 
Montez,  Jon  Hall  and  Thuran  Bey  in  the 
stellar  roles.  Arthur  Lubin  directing  for 
producer  Paul  Malvern,  and  George  Robin- 
son chief  cameraman,  and,  "You're  a  Lucky 
Fellow,  Mr.  Smith,"  starring  Allan  Jones, 
with  Felix  Feist  directing  for  associate  pro- 
ducer  Edward  Lilley. 

At  Warners:  Six  shooting,  including  "Des- 
tination Tokyo,"  with  Cary  Grant,  John 
Garfield  and  John  Ridgely.  Delmar  Daves 
directing    for    producer,    Jerry    Wald. 


"So  Proudly  We  Hail" 
Slated  for  Music  Hall 


"So  Proudly  We  Hail"  goes  into 
the  Music  Hall  as  the  first  Para- 
mount pic  to  play  the  Radio  City 
show  place  since  "Reap  the  Wild 
Wind"  in  early  19b2.  Opening  date 
is  yet  to  be  announced. 


Not  Metro's  Dave  Blum 

David  Blum,  secretary  of  the  In- 
ternational Department  of  M-G-M 
would  like  it  to  be  known  that  he  is 
not  the  David  Blum  whose  breach  of 
contract  suit  against  Harry  Sher- 
man, producer,  was  recently  settled 
out  of  court.  Due  to  the  similarity 
of  names  M-G-M's  Blum  was  errone- 
ously connected  with  the  litigation. 


Expect  Budget  Slash 
In  0WI  Films,  Radio 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

men  in  the  domestic  branch  do  ex 
pect  to  plead  the  case  for  continu 
ation  of  the  domestic  branch  befor< 
the  Senators.  They  also  feel  fairl; 
certain  that  the  bill  should  h< 
brought  out  to  the  Senate  floor  nex 
week,  because  the  solons  are  kn|^ 
to  be  anxious  to  recess  by  July\  1 

Although  no   definite  plans   for  the  ellfffi 
nation   of   any  of   the   domestic   activities   o_ 
the   agencies  have  been   made,   pending  fina 
passage    of    the    bill,    it    is   known    that    th 
OWI   policy   makers   will   probably   cut   bot' 
the  radio  and  pix  bureaus  to  skeleton  forn 
There   is   hope   in    the   minds    of    some   OW 
officials   that  the   agencies  will  receive  mor  ; 
than    the    $5,500,000    recommended    by    th  J 
House     Appropriations     Committee,     but    th  j 
prospect    for    the   raising    of    the   budget    t 
the     $8,500,000     asked     for     the     domesti 
branch  seems  slim. 

Palmer  Hoyt,  new  domestic  director,  me 
yesterday  with  Lowell  Mellett,  motion  pic 
ture  chief,  Don  Stauffer  and  Phillipe  Cohai 
of  the  Radio  Bureau  and  other  bureau  head> 
The  meeting  was  very  brief  and  Hoyt  sai' 
it  was  more  to  get  acquainted  than  to  di? 
cuss  proposed  means  of  meeting  the  im 
pending  cut  in  funds.  He  said  that  if  th 
House  Committee  recommendation  is  finall 
accepted  by  Congress,  it  means  "a  terrifieall 
stiff  cut,  and  just  about  all  operations  o 
the   domestic  branch   will   certainly   feel  it. 


"Heaven  Can  Wait"  Gets 
Pre-release  in  St.  Louis 

"Heaven  Can  Wait"  will  have 
pre-release  opening  in  the  Ambas 
sador  and  Fox  theaters  in  St.  Louis 
the  week  beginning  July  8.  Nations 
release  date  for  this  Technicolo 
special  has  been  set  for  July  23. 

Jules  Fields  of  Tal  Home's  stal 
will  leave  for  St.  Louis  Sunday  nigh 
to   handle  the  premiere   campaign. 


Ex- Warner  Employe 
Dies  In  Japs  Camp 

Chicago — Richard  D.  Kenney,  Ms 
rine,  former   Warner  employe,   die 

in  a  Japanese  prison  camp,  th 
.BEfe  International  Red  Cross  hs 
p=3    advised    his    sister,    Mrs.    V: 

Noonan,  also  a  Warner  en 
ploye. 


It  Seems  That  Mort 
Didn't  Like — Mort 

At  yesterday's  election  of  a  new 
rotating  chairman  for  the  Eastern 
Industry  Service  Bureau  to  succeed 
Mort  Blumenstock  of  Warners,  some 
members  of  the  group  kidded  Mort 
about  the  fact  that  he  had  missed 
so  many  meetings.  Mort  tried  to 
explain  that  it  was  due  to  the  un- 
usual amount  of  traveling  he's  had  to 
do  to  Washington,  Chicago  and  other 
points  of  the  compass. 

But  the  gang  insisted  his  absentee- 
ism had  been  deliberate.  So  Mort 
broke  down  and  confessed:  "All 
right,  it  was  deliberate,  and  the  rea- 
son I  stayed  away,"  explained  Mort, 
who  was  made  chairman  last  time 
without  his  approval,  "was  because 
I   didn't  like  the  chairman." 


Friday,  June  25,  1943 


Refutes  Crescent 
Affiliate's  Appeal 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

ihat  corporation  by  Tony  Sudekum. 
In  the  memorandum  Wright  chal- 
lenged the  contention  of  the  peti- 
)r"  ners  that  such  a  sale  would  en- 
—  heavy  financial  loss  with  the  as- 
sertion that  the  effects  of  compli- 
ance with  the  decree  are  pure  spec- 
ulation as  they  have  not  yet  at- 
tempted to  comply.  With  reference 
to  claims  of  Mrs.  Martha  Crate  and 
Charles  A.  Crute,  owners  of  the  re- 
maining stock  in  the  corporation, 
Wright  declared  that  having  once 
litigated  the  issues  through  the  cor- 
poration, the  parties  cannot  reliti- 
gate  them  as  stockholders.  Accord- 
ing to  Wright's  views,  it  is  the  as- 
sociation with  the  defendant  corpo- 
ration which  has  resulted  in  large 
profits  and  it  is  this  association 
which  resulted  in  violation  of  the 
Sherman   anti-trust  act. 

Continued  association  of  the 
Crates  with  Crescent  would  supply 
Lyric  Amusement  Co.  with  any  as- 
surance against  competition  which 
£J5  ■  could  be  obtained  in  no  other  way, 
since  there  are  two  other  like  peti- 
tions on  file.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  Judge  Davies  did  not  require 
divestiture  of  the  interests  of  Mrs. 
Tony  Sudekum  in  Muscle  Shoals 
Theaters,  Inc.,  with  conditions  iden- 
tical with  the  unanswered  petitions, 
the  decision  of  the  court  is  being 
awaited   with   much   interest. 


48  Hollywood  Features 
To  be  Based  on  Books 

Books  form  the  basis  for  at  least 
48  forthcoming  Hollywood  produc- 
tions, it  is  shown  in  an  article  on 
relations  between  book  publishers 
and  Coast  producers  in  the  June  26 
issue  of  The  Saturday  Review  of 
Literature.  Listings,  part  of  an 
article  titled  "Literary  Vitamins  for 
Hollywood,"  by  Edwin  Seaver,  indi- 
cates that  17  forthcoming  M-G-M 
features  are  based  on  books  while 
20th-Fox  schedules  13  from  the  same 
source. 

Following  are  United  Artists  with 
five,  Paramount,  four;  Warners, 
three,  Universal,  RKO  and  Colum- 
bia, each  two. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Helen  Herman,  story  editor  at  the 
Warner  Bros,  home  office  under  Jacoh 
Wilk,  Eastern  production  manager, 
leaves  the  company  today  for  do- 
mestic life.  Miss  Herman  is  being 
married  Sunday  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria to  Samuel  Wimpfheimer.  Af- 
ter a  honeymoon  in  Florida,  the  cou- 
ple will  reside  in  New  York. 


Pittston,  Pa. — Mary  Connors,  em- 
ploye of  the  Comerford  Amusement 
Co.,  was  married  to  Lt.  Frank  A. 
Androsky,  D.  C,  USNR.,  by  Rev. 
Leo  J.  O'Malley  in  St.  John's  Church. 


TO   THE  COLORS! 


*  DECORATED  * 

WARRENT  OFFICER  LOUIS  BECKMAN,  USA,  for- 
merly United  Artists  booker,  Boston,  awarded 
the  Legion  of  Merit  in  the  South  Pacific 
area. 

*  COMMISSIONED  * 

Ensign  HERBERT  GOLDEN,  USNR,  formerly  Var- 
iety mugg,  more  recently  with  CIAA  mo- 
tion   picture    division    here. 

IRVING  ROSENSTOCK,  USA,  formerly,  Strand 
Theater,  Albany,  commissioned  a  2nd  Lieu- 
tenant. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

Corp.  ELMER  SIMKULAK,  USA,  formerly,  Globe, 
Scranton,    Pa.,    to   sergeant. 

LAWRENCE  J.  WYNNE,  USA,  formerly,  Comer- 
ford,    Scranton,    Pa.,    to    sergeant. 

BENJAMIN  BOCDAN,  USA,  formerly,  Plymouth, 
Shawnee,    Pa.,    to   sergeant. 

RUDY  VALLEE  from  Chief  Petty  Officer  to 
lieutenant,   senior  grade,   Coast  Guard. 


*  ARMY  * 

VINCENT  C.  HENRY,  manager,  Strand,  Trenton, 
N.   J. 

SAM  BECKER,  assistant  manager,  Jeffrey,  Chi- 
cago. 

ROBERT  RICHARDS,  manager,  Bell,  Scranton,  Pa. 

JACK  BARRETT,  manager,  Garden,  Paterson, 
N.    J. 

RICHARD  MURPHY,  Fabian's  Proctors,  Schenec- 
tady,  N.   Y. 

ARTHUR  KRALICK,  Century,   Rochester,   N.  Y. 

—  *  — 

*  NAVY  * 

GENE   MANLEY,    Roosevelt,   Scranton,   Pa. 
DANNY  PONTICELLIE,  New  Jersey  booker,  War- 
ners,   N.    Y. 
SOL    EDWARDS,    salesman,    Warners,    Boston. 

—  •  — 

*  USAA  * 

FRANK    McCCFF,    Roosevelt,    Scranton,    Pa. 


Trotta,  Ampa's  President; 
Merger  Motion  Withdrawn 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  Trotta's  second  term  as  presi- 
dent, having  served  as  head  of  the 
organization  during  the  1941-42 
term. 

Others  elected  for  the  coming  sea- 
son were  James  Zabin,  vice-presi- 
dent; Hap  Hadley,  treasurer,  and 
Blanche  Livingston,  secretary.  Elect- 
ed to  the  board  of  directors  were 
William  Ferguson,  Hal  Home,  Rut- 
gers Neilson,  Dave  O'Malley  and 
Paul  Benjamin.  Ed  McNamee  was 
elected  a  trustee  for  a  three-year 
period. 

Maurice  Bergman  withdrew  his 
proposal  for  a  merger  with  Motion 
Picture  Associates,  although  he  sug- 
gested that  Ampa  and  the  Asso- 
ciates pool  their  charity  funds  and 
activities.  This  suggestion  will  be 
considered  by  the  directors.  Trotta 
announced  that  12  new  members  had 
been  added  to  the  membership  roll 
since  the  recent  campaign  started. 


Three  Committees  Named 
By  Entertainment  Council 

(Continued  from   Page    1) 

Entertainment  Industry  for  War  Ac- 
tivities). 

The  speakers  committee  named 
consists  of  Leonard  Callahan,  of 
SESAC;  James  Sauter,  of  UTWAC; 
George  J.  Schaefer,  of  the  War  Ac- 
tivities Council  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry;  Bert  Lytel,  of  Equity, 
and  Myrna  Loy  or  James  Cagney. 

The  organization  committee  comprises 
Philip  Loeb,  of  Equity:  Louise  Silleox,  of 
the  Dramatists'  League;  Kermit  Blumgarten, 
of  the  American  Theater  Wing:;  George  Heller, 
of  AFRA;  Abel  Green,  of  Variety,  and 
Frank  Wilson,  of  Negro  Actors  Guild.  This 
committee  will  hold  a  luncheon  meeting  at 
the  Astor  on  Tuesday. 

Members  of  the  credentials  committee  are 
Anita  Grannis,  Leonard  Callahan  and  James 
Riley.  Harry  Brandt.  ITOA  prexy,  was  named 
acting  treasurer  of  the  continuation  com- 
mittee. 

It  was  stated  at  last  night's  meeting  that 
20  of  the  60  of  the  entertainment  organiza- 
tions contacted  have  already  accepted  and 
pledged  co-operation  and  participation  in  the 
work  of  the  talent-pooling  council.  Organiza- 
tions which  have  accepted  include  USO-Camp 
Shows,  AAAA,  American  Theater  Wing, 
AGVA,  AFRA,  UTWAC,  Authors  League, 
United    Scenic    Artists,    Actors    Equity,    Dra- 


Two  W.  Va.  Houses  Ask 
Clearance  Adjustments 


A  clearance  complaint  has  been 
filed  by  the  Carter  Coal  Co.,  operat- 
ing the  Coalwood  Theater,  Coalwood, 
W.  Va.,  and  the  Caretta  Theater, 
Caretta,  W.  Va.  Complaint  was  dock- 
eted in  the  Cincinnati  tribunal.  The 
five  consenting  companies  were 
named  as  defendants. 

It  is  charged  in  the  complaint  that 
the  defendant  distributors  require  30 
days'  clearance  for  the  Pocahontas 
and  Temple  Theaters,  Welch,  W.  Va.; 
the  Grand,  War,  W.  Va.,  and  the 
Yukon,  Yukon,  W.  Va.,  over  the  Coal- 
wood and  Caretta.  It  is  further 
charged  that  the  named  theaters 
delay  their  bookings,  thus  making  it 
difficult  for  the  complainant  theaters 
to  set  their  programs. 

The  right  to  exhibit  pictures 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  terri- 
torial release  is  asked  in  the  com- 
plaint. 


loka  Theater,  Exeter,  N.  H., 
Files  Clearance  Complaint 

Boston — George  R.  Farnum,  attor- 
ney for  the  loka  Theater  in  Exeter, 
N.  H.,  and  for  numerous  other  in- 
dependent theaters  as  well,  has  filed 
for  arbitration  before  the  Boston  ar- 
bitration tribunal  seeking  to  have 
the  clearance  of  14  days  now  favor- 
ing the  Colonial  and  Olympia  The- 
aters in  Porthmouth,  N.  H.,  either 
eliminated  or  substantially  reduced. 

The  loka  theater  is  operated  by 
the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  Ralph  Pratt,  late  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.  The  defendants  are  Loew's, 
Inc.,  Twentieth  Century-Fox,  Para- 
mount Distributing  Corp.,  and  RKO 
Pictures. 

The  Colonial  and  Olympia  are  op- 
erated by  the  Allied  Theaters  of 
Portsmouth  and  the  petition  of  Far- 
num alleges  that  the  clearance  is 
unreasonable  since,  according  to  the 
contention  of  the  loka  Theater,  the 
three  theaters  do  not  appeal  nor  play 
to  the  same  clientele,  the  towns  be- 
ing approximately   14  miles   apart. 


matists  Guild,  ITOA,  IATSE,  SIMPP,  Variety 
Clubs  of  America,  Theatrical  Managers  and 
Agents,  MPTOA,  NAB,  SESAC  and  Song- 
writers Protective  Ass'n. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Canton,  0. — All  Canton  downtown  the- 
aters are  co-operating  with  the  Canton  Re- 
tail Merchants  Board,  in  is  campaign  to  raise 
$500,000,  to  purchase  Canton's  own  sub- 
marine chaser.  Houses  have  installed  Bond 
booths  in  lobbies. 

.  .  ._ V .  .  .— 

Chicago — Essaness  circuit  reports  the 
sale  of  $500,000  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps, 
through  its  29  theaters,  during  the  past 
year. 

.  .  .  —  V  —  .  .  . 

Boston — As  part  of  the  nation-wide  re- 
cruiting activities  being  conducted  by  the 
U.  S.  Maritime  Service  in  conjunction  with 
the  showing  of  Warners'  "Action  in  the 
North  Atlantic,"  induction  of  100  new  mem- 
bers of  the  merchant  marine  took  place 
at  the  Metropolitan  theater  here  yesterday 
coincident  with  the  local  opening  of  the 
pic.  Paul  Levi  of  the  Metropolitan,  Lt. 
Ralph  J.  Meyers  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  Phil 
Engel  of  Warners  handled  the  event. 

SWG  Names  Committee 
To  Plan  a  Guild  Agency 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
had  halted  its  efforts  to  reach  a  basic 
minimum  agreement  with  the  Artists 
Managers'  Guild,  and  Guild  members, 
whose  studio  contract  agreements 
have  ended,  or  whose  contracts  are 
about  to  expire,  are  being  told  to 
notify  the  special  committee. 

The  Guild's  negotiating  committee 
had  sought  to  franchise  agents  and 
have  a  sliding  scale  of  commissions, 
descending  from  10  per  cent  through 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent  and  then 
five  per  cent.  Artists  Managers' 
Guild  representatives  in  answering 
the  franchise  proposal  stated  they 
could  not  agree  to  pay  any  licensing 
fees,  and  could  not  agree  to  any  ar- 
rangements whereby  total  commis- 
sion to  be  paid  by  any  writer  would 
be  less  than  10  per  cent. 
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Headline  News  Inspire  10  of  Columbia's  New  Pix 


Six  Mystery  Stories  Also 
On  1943-44  Lineup;  Two 
Westerns  Get  Extra  Coin 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

screened  before  sale  and  offered  as 
individual  units. 

All  three ,  Technicolor  films  will 
star  Rita  Hayworth.  First  will  be 
"Cover  Girl,"  to  feature  Jinx  Fal- 
kenburg,  songs  by  Jerome  Kern  and 
Ira  Gershwin,  with  direction  of  the 
Arthur  Schwartz  production  by 
Charles  Vidor.  Others  will  be  "Heart 
of  the  City,"  co-starring  Janet 
Blair,  from  Lesley  Storm's  Broadway 
play,  produced  by  Louis  Edelman, 
and  "Gone  Are  the  Days,"  to  co- 
star  Cary  Grant  with  Janet  Blair 
and  Charles  Coburn  featured  in  an- 
other  Schwartz  production. 

Four  Top  Productions 

Top  productions  on  the  schedule 
include  "Sahara,"  to  star  Humphrey 
Bogart  in  a  North  African  war  story 
directed  by  Zoltan  Korda;  Cary 
Grant  in  "My  Client  Curley,"  a  ro- 
mantic comedy  based  on  the  prize- 
winning  radio  play  by  Norman  Cor- 
win  and  Lucille  Fletcher  Herrmann, 
produced  by  Louis  Edelman;  Jean 
Arthur  in  a  romantic  comedy;  "Road 
to  Yesterday,"  a  P.  J.  Wolfson  pro- 
duction, and  "Ten  Percent  Woman," 
co-starring  Rosalind  Russell  and 
Brian  Aherne,  also  to  be  produced 
by    Wolfson. 

Two  biographical  subjects  are 
listed:  "The  First  Woman  Doctor," 
story  of  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  M.  C, 
and  "At  Night  We  Dream,"  produced 
by  Edelman. 

11  Musicals  Scheduled 

Musicals  numbering  11,  include 
"The  Life  of  Al  Jolson,"  produced 
by  Sidney  Skolsky;  "Jam  Session," 
starring  Ann  Miller  with  eight  name 
bands;  "Good  Night  Ladies,"  from 
the  Avery  Hopwood  musical  com- 
edy; "When  My  Baby  Smiles  at  Me," 
with  Ted  Lewis  and  his  orchestra; 
"Louisiana  Hayride,"  starring  Judy 
Canova;  "Hey,  Rookie,"  with  Ann 
Miller  and  Joe  Besser,  story  by  Ed- 
ward Eliscu,  Jay  Gorney  and  Henry 
Myers;  "Victory  Caravan,"  produced 
by  Burt  Kelly;  "Doughboys  in  Ire- 
land," featuring  Kenny  Baker; 
"Rhapsody  in  A-Flat,"  and  two  co- 
starring  Joan  Davis  and  Jinx  Fal- 
kenburg,  "Beautiful  But  Broke"  and 
"Kansas   City  Kitty." 

Headline  news  inspired  ten  listed  fea- 
tures: "Knights  Without  Armor,"  P.  J.  Wolf- 
son, producer;  Harold  Lloyd's  "Mr.  Winkle 
Goes  to  War,"  from  Theodore  Pratt's  novel; 
"Dear  Mr.  Private,"  produced  by  P.  J. 
Wolfson;  "Sailor's  Holiday,"  "Blimp  Pa- 
trol,"  "Soldiers  in  Slacks,"   "Two-Man  Sub," 


STORKS 


St.  John,  N.  B. — A  daughter  was 
born  to  the  Gordon  Spencers,  of  St. 
John.  Father  is  general  manager 
of  the  Spencer  circuit. 


THE  FEMININE  TOUCH 


MILLICENT   SMITH,   office  staff,    B.   F.  Shearer 

Co.,  Seattle. 
MRS.   GEORGE   BRADY,   manager,   Savoy,   Toledo, 

0. 

MRS.  MARIE  W.  JOHNSON,  acting  manager, 
Capitol,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

WELDON  HEYBURN,  from  the  Army,  to  a  part 
in  "Death  Valley  Manhunt,"  Republic,  Hol- 
lywood. 

HARRY  HARRIS,  brother  of  John  H.  Harris,, 
Pittsburgh,   from   the  Army,   in  war  work. 

MORTY  HENDERSON,  former  Harris  Circuit 
manager,  Pittsburgh,  from  the  Army,  in 
war    work. 

ANN  SIMONE,  Brooklyn  booker,  Warners,  New 
York. 

MISS  SID  ROTHKOPF,  non-theatrical  dept.,  War- 
ners, N.  Y.  exchange. 

ELEANOR  HOWARD,  booking  department,  War- 
ners,  New  York. 

BERNICE   SCHABEN,   M-G-M,   Washington. 


EVELYN  DUBIN,  accounting  department,  B  &  K., 
Chicago. 

MARCARET  FOSTER,  secretary  to  Sol  Kravitz, 
Universal  office  manager,  Washington. 

SADIE  CARROLL,  cashier,  United  Artists,  Wash- 
ington. 

MOLLIE    FOUST,    United    Artists,    Washington. 

MARTHA  JOHNSON,  United  Artists,  Washington. 

MRS.  ALICE  LOWE,  assistant  bookkeeper,  20th- 
Fox,    Washington. 

LILLIAN     FELDMAN,     secretary,     Variety     Club, 

Washington. 
BETTY  WEINSTEIN,   RKO,   Washington. 
SHIRLEY    KESSLER,    RKO,    Washington. 
CECELIA   HOFFMAN,  assistant  manager,   Hyatts- 

ville,    Hyattsville. 

GERTRUDE  SUGARMAN,  secretary  to  James  Sum- 
mers, Warner  Theaters  personnel  director, 
Chicago. 

CORINNE   THOMAS,   20th-Fox,  Albany. 
ADELAIDE  ZEPCO,  20th-Fox,  Albany. 


Projectionist  Courses  in 
Mid-West  High  Schools? 

St.  Louis — Success  of  the  motion 
picture  projection  course  conducted 
by  the  Hayti,  Mo.,  High  School  dur- 
ing the  recent  term,  may  cause  other 
high  school  districts  in  Southeastern 
Missouri  and  Northeastern  Arkansas 
to  conduct  similar  courses.  J.  E. 
Mohrstadt,  partner  in  Richmond  & 
Mohrstadt,  operators  of  the  Mis- 
souri Theater,  Hayti,  was  in  charge 
of  the  course,  successfully  completed 
by  two  boys  and  six  girls.  In  addi- 
tion to  classroom  work,  students 
worked  in  the  booth  of  the  Missouri, 
under  direction  of  Ted  Wilson,  the- 
ater's operttor. 


ITOA  Plans  to  Tackle  Pix 
Rental  Issue  Progressing 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

ing  at  the  Hotel  Astor  yesterday. 
Early  action  is  indicated. 

ITOA  will  install  Prexy  Harry 
Brandt  and  other  officers  at  a  lun- 
cheon  meeting  on  Sept.  9. 

Sam  Rinzler  of  the  local  WAC 
committee  was  a  guest  speaker  yes- 
terday, outlining  the  July  War  Stamp 
drive. 


Mono.  Net  at  $43,306 

Monogram's  net  profit  for  the  39 
weeks  ended  March  27  was  $43,306, 
after  al  charges.  Gross  domestic 
billings  for  the  first  18  weeks  of  1943 
showed  an  increase  of  30  per  cent 
over  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 


"The    Home   Front,"    "Twelve    is    Company," 
and    "Sub-Busters." 

Six  Mystery  Stories 

Mysteries  include  "Crime  Doctor,"  star- 
ring- Warner  Baxter;  "A  Night  of  Adventure," 
a  Lone  Wolf  yam  with  Warren  William  and 
Eric  Blore ;  a  Boston  Blackie  with  Chester 
Morris;  "Beyond  the  Grave,"  "Nine  Girls," 
from  the  Wilfred  Pettit  Broadway  melo- 
drama, produced  by  Burt  Kelly,  and  "Vam- 
pires of  London." 

Other  films  listed  are  a  Blondie  produc- 
tion to  feature  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur 
Lake  and  Larry  Simms,  and  "Klondike  Kate," 
from  a  screenplay  by  Mrs.  "Klondike  Kate" 
Rocklell  Matson  and  Robert  L.  Johnson. 

Special     extra     budget     musical     westerns 
will  be  "Nevada"  and  "Empire  of  the  West." 
In   addition  there  will  be  four  Charles  Star- 
rett  and  four  Russell  Hayden  westerns. 
28    Two-Reel   Shorts 

Of  the  118  short  subjects  planned,  28  will 
be  named  two-reelers  including  four  Hugh 
Herbert  and  eight  Three  Stooges  specials, 
plus  16  featuring  such  names  as  Vera  Vague, 
Slim  Summerville,  Billy  Gilbert,  Cliff  Na- 
zarro,  Una  Merkel,  Andy  Clyde,  and  a  series 
of  All  Star  musical  comedies. 

The  90  single  reelers  on  the  program  in- 
clude four  Li'l  Abner  color  cartoon  specials, 
four  Fox  and  Crow  special  color  cartoons 
and  82  novelty,  musical  and  comedy  reels 
comprising  Color  Rhapsody  cartoons,  Phan- 
tasies, Film  Vodvil,  Community  Sings,  World 
of  Sports,  Screen  Snapshots,  Panoramics  and 
Columbia   Tours. 

Two  of  the  planned  serials,  "The  Batman" 
and  "The  Phantom"  are  based  on  popular 
cartoon  strip  characters.  Third,  "The  Fight- 
ing General,"  has  a  Pacific  war  area  back- 
ground. 


Among  the  stars  and  featured  players 
who  will  appear  in  the  new  season  pictures 
will  be:  Brian  Aherne,  Jean  Arthur,  Vi 
Athens,  Kenny  Baker,  Jess  Barker,  Warner 
Baxter,  Bruce  Bennett,  Joe  Besser,  Janet 
Blair,  Eric  Blore,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Lloyd 
Bridges,  Leslie  Brooks,  Stanley  Brown,  Ed- 
gar Buchanan,  Judy  Canova,  William  Carter, 
Marguerite  Chapman,  Charles  Coburn,  Joan 
Davis,  Jeff  Donnell,  Douglass  Drake,  Mich- 
ael Duane,  Jinx  Falkenburg,  Cary  Grant, 
Jonathan  Hale,  Rita  Hayworth,  Russell  Hay- 
den, Robert  Haymes,  Hugh  Herbert,  John 
Hubbard,  Rex  Ingram,  Allyn  Joslyn,  Evelyn 
Keyes,  Arthur  Lake,  Richard  Lane,  Eddie 
Laughton,  Douglas  Leavltt,  Anita  Louise, 
Edmund  Lowe,  Adele  Mara,  Ann  Miller,  Ches- 
ter Morris,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  Tom  Neal,  Shir- 
ley Patterson,  Larry  Parks,  Rosalind  Rus- 
sell, Ann  Savage,  Larry  Sims,  Penny  Sin- 
gleton, Robert  Stanford,  Charles  Starrett, 
K.  T.  Stevens,  George  E.  Stone,  Frank  Sully, 
Walter  "Dub"  Taylor,  John  Tyrrell,  Warren 
William,  Lewis  Wilson,  Craig  Woods,  Nan 
Wynn,  El  Brendel,  Andy  Clyde,  Billy  Gilbert, 
Harry  Langdon,  Una  Merkel,  Cliff  Nazarro, 
Slim  Summerville,  Vera  Vague,  Larry  Fine, 
Jerry    Howard,    Moe   Howard. 

Director-producers,  directors,  producers  and 
associate  producers  who  will  be  identified 
with  the  new  season  productions  include: 
Charles  Burton,  William  Berke,  Sam  Bischoff, 
Irving  Briskin,  Colbert  Clark,  Andre  DeToth, 
Louis  Edelman,  Jack  Fier,  Rudolph  Flothow, 
Isador  Goldsmith,  Alfred  E.  Green,  Alexan- 
der Hall,  Leigh  Jason,  Burt  Kelly,  Bennie 
Kline,  Zoltan  Korda,  Harold  Lloyd,  Wallace 
MacDonald,  Kurt  Neumann,  Arthur  Schwartz, 
Sol  Siegel,  Sidney  Sokolsky,  Frank  Strayer, 
Charles  Vidor,  Richard  Wallace,  Jules  White, 
Sam   White,   P.   J.   Wolfson,    Sam   Wood. 


HCLLYWCCD 
DIGEST 


SIGNED  ^ 

WALTER  SLEZAK,  two  pictures  a  year,  £1% 
Fox.  Vjl 

JAMES  EDWARD  GRANT,  screenplay,  "Incen- 
diary   Blonde,"   Paramount. 

CASTINGS 

MORRIS  CARNOVSKY,  "In  Our  Time,"  War- 
ners; DANE  CLARK,  "Destination  Tokyo,"  War- 
ners; EVELYN  ANKERS  and  ALAN  JONES,  "All 
Out  for  Rhythm,"  Universal;  EVELYN  ANKERS, 
"My  Girl  Godfrey,"  Universal;  JOHN  HUBBARD, 
"There's  Something  About  a  Soldier,"  Columbia; 
JEAN  PARKER,  BILLY  KELLY  and  IVAN  DE 
CARLO,  "The  Deerslayer,"  Republic;  MORONI 
OLSEN  and  PORTER  HALL,  "Standing  Room 
Only,"  Paramount;  JOHN  CRAVEN,  "Meet  the 
People,"  M-G-M;  JANE  HALE,  "Broadway 
Rhythm,"  M-C-M;  LEO  GORCEY,  BOBBY  JOR- 
DAN and  HUNTZ  HALL,  "The  Honor  System," 
Monogram;  JUNE  LANG,  "Up  in  Arms,"  Samuel 
Goldwyn-RKO;  HAROLD  RAMOND,  "French- 
man's  Creek,"   Paramount. 

WILLIAM  PRINCE,  "Destination  Tokyo,"  \ 
Warners;  GEORGE  MATHEWS,  "Up  in  Army," 
Samuel  Coldwyn;  ROBERT  STAMFORD,  "Cover 
Girl,"  Columbia;  GEORGE  OFFERMAN,  JR.,  "Seel 
Here  Private  Hargrove,"  M-G-M;  WALTER 
SLEZAK,  "Lifeboat,"  20th-Fox;  BOB  MURPHY, 
"Shine  On  Harvest  Moon,"  Warners;  ELSA  JAN- 
SEN,  "My  Girl  Godfrey,"  Universal;  PAUL  STEW- 
ART, "Government  Girl,"  RKO. 


STORY  PURCHASES 

MILTON     RAISON'S    "The    Sultan's     Daughter," 

Monogram. 
THORNE    SMITH'S    "The    Stray    Lamb,"    William 

Cagney. 
ELMER     CLIFTON'S     "Teen     Age,"     Continental 

iPictures. 
"Dough  Girls,"  Warners. 
• 

REOPTIONED 

LENORE  AUBERT,  Samuel  Coldwyn. 
LeROY    PRINZ,    dance    director,    20th-Fox. 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"Is     Everybody     Happy,"     formerly     "When     My 

Baby   Smiles  At   Me,"   Columbia. 
"Song   of    Russia,"    formerly,    "Russia,"    M-G-M. 

SCHEDULED 

"Greenwich  Village,"  producer,  WILLIAM  LE  - 
BARON;  director,  WALTER  LANG,  20th-, 
Fox. 
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FOX  REGISTERS  LAST  OF  CHASE  HOLDINGS 

Predict  Operating  Gains  for  All  Film  Companies 


Reeling  'Round  -  - 
WASHINGTON 


iBy   ANDREW   H.   OLDER; 


More  Liberal  Dividend 
Disbursements  Possible, 
Says  Standard  &  Poor's 


—WASHINGTON 
\A/E  don't  know  if  any  motion  picture 
'  *  company  does  contemplate  purchase  of 
the  Blue  Network — although  both  Para- 
mount and  20th-Fox  have  been  mentioned 
as  interested — but  we  doubt  very  much  that 
the  FCC  would  block  the  sale  if  one  should 
angle  for  the  network.  Actually,  the  FCC 
has  no  authority  to  approve  or  disapprove  the 
sale  of  a  network,  since  networks  are  not 
licensed.  ...  In  the  case  of  the  Blue, 
however,  which  is  licensee  for  WJZ,  New 
York,  the  commission  would  be  called  upon 
to  approve  transfer  of  that  license.  .  .  . 
There  is  no  strong  precedent  to  go  by,  un- 
less you  can  see  some  significance  in  the 
commission's  approval  of  the  Balaban  & 
Katz  television  licenses.  .  .  .  The  FCC  was 
party  last  Winter  to  the  sale  of  the  Yankee 
Network — a  New  England  group — but  only 
insofar  as  the  licenses  for  the  half-dozen 
or  more  stations  owned  by  the  network  were 
concerned.  In  that  case,  the  commission 
approved  the  sale  with  only  Cliff  Durr  dis- 
senting. His  dissent  was  not  on  the  ground 
of  strong  opposition  to  the  sale,  but  rather 
indicated  that  he  thought  public  hearing  on 
it  would  be  desirable.  Purchaser  was  Wil- 
liam J.  O'Neill  of  the  General  Tire  and 
Rubber  Co.,  and  Durr  thought  the  question 
might  be  germane  as  to  whether  operation 
of  a  radio  network  by  a  firm  whose  interests 
are  steadily  commercial  and  in  another  field 
is  in  the  public  interest.  .  .  .  Whether  he 
would  feel  the  same  about  sale  of  the  Blue 
to  a  motion  picture  company,  whose  regular 
operation  is  in  an  allied  field,  is  another 
question. 

•  • 

DEST  guess  on  the  OWI  pix  bureau  seems 
"^  to  be  that  a  skeleton  will  remain  after 
all  the  shooting's  over.  Production  out,  and 
probably  non-theatrical  distribution.  Let's 
repeat — it's  a  guess.  ...  If  we're  wrong  on 
that,  we'll  stick  our  neck  out  again!  Mel- 
lett  will  not  leave  the  Government.  He'll 
assume  his  post  as  a  Presidential  adviser, 
devoting  all  or  nearly  all  his  time  to 
working  with   the  industry. 

•  • 

D  USS  STEWART,  Washington  News  critic, 
''*  is  launched  again  on  the  matter  of  war 
films  vs.  escape.  He  quotes  a  couple  of 
letters  Wednesday — from  which  we'll  re- 
quote:  ^'Everything  else  is  being  rationed: 
why  not  ration  war  pictures,  too?  .  .  .  When 
we  want  relaxation,  what  do  we  get?  1. 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


All  film  companies  face  operating 
gains,  but  the  extent  will  "reflect 
such  factors  as  lack  of  non-recurring 
income  and  the  first  full  impact  of 
present  tax  rates  on  fiscal  year  com- 
panies," according  to  Standard  & 
Poor's  current  analysis  of  motion 
picture  biz. 

Standard  &  Poor's  sees  earnings 
in  most  instances  as  at  least  equal- 
ling last  year's  satisfactory  levels 
and  believes  that  "with  finances  con- 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Denies  "Stage  Door' 
Used  as  UA  Inducer 


A  statement  by  Pete  Wood,  sec- 
retary of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  to  the 
effect  that  United  Artists  was  using 
"Stage  Door  Canteen"  to  induce 
Ohio  exhibitors  to  buy  other  fea- 
tures, including  the  Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy  westerns,  was  denied  Friday  by 
Grad  Sears,  vice-president  in  charge 
{Continued  on  Page  7) 


PRC  Announces  80  P.C. 
Jump  in  Sales  Accounts 

Following  analysis  of  sales  data 
compiled  at  the  recent  PRC  conven- 
tion in  Kansas  City,  the  company 
announced  that  the  number  of  ac- 
counts sold  has  increased  80  per 
cent  since  a  year  ago  and  that 
billings  are  up  115  per  cent  over 
{Continued  on  Page  7) 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

OWI  Budget  Slash 


By    L.    H.    MITCHELL 


FILM  BUREAU:  Washington  ob- 
servers at  the  week-end  expected 
House-recommended  slash  of  OWI's 
budget  to  be  accepted  by  Senate 
with  resulting  curtailment,  if  not 
death  knell,  of  OWI's  motion  picture 
bureau  headed  by  Lowell  Mellett. 
The  film  industry,  through  Will  Hays 
for  the  MPPDA,  and  George  J. 
Schaefer  for  WAC,  has  advised  OWI 
of  those  organizations'  support  of 
the  domestic  branch  of  OWI.  Some 
observers  believe  the  Senate  will 
restore  the  domestic  branch  through 
increased  appropriation. 
*         *         * 

CRESCENT:  "Break"  in  the 
court's  order  in  the  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.  anti-trust  order  seen  in 
omission  of  Muscle  Shoals,  Inc.,  in 
the    divestiture    order.      Taking   ad- 

(Continucd  on   Page   5) 

Women  Cops  to  Cope 
With  N.  J.  Vandalism 

Newark,  N.  J.— Spurred  to  action 
by  continued  complaints  of  juvenile 
vandalism  and  theater  mashing,  Po- 
lice Commissioner  John  B.  Keenan 
of  this  city,  revealed  plans  at  the 
week-end  for  the  organization  of 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  all- 
female  police  squad,  whose  chief  job 
it  will  be  to  break  up  juvenile  delin- 
quency in  all  its  forms.  With  one 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


Trust  Case  Names  9 

Florida  Exhibs.  File  Conspiracy  Charges 


Clearance  Complaint 
Names  Schine  Circuit 


Buffalo  —  An  arbitration  demand 
unusual  in  that  it  names  the  Schine 
Circuit  as  well  as  four  distributors 
as  defendants  was  filed  Friday  by 
Fulton  Enterprises,  Inc.,  Oneida, 
Myron  J.  Kallet,  secretary-treasurer, 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Asking  injunctive  relief  and  triple 
damages  for  alleged  conspiracy  in 
restraint  of  trade,  operators  of  the 
Modern  Theater,  Miami  and  the  Lib- 
erty Theater,  Liberty  City,  Fla.,  on 
Friday  filed  a  Sherman  Anti-Trust 
action  in  N.  Y.  Federal  Court  against 
Paramount  Pictures  Inc.,  Loew's, 
Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  Vi- 
tagraph,  Inc.,  20th  Century-Fox  Film 
{Continued  on  Page  7) 


665,715  Shares  of  Con- 
vertible Preferred  to 
Be  Offered  by  Company 


Spyros  P.  Skouras,  president  of 
20th-Fox  announced  Friday  that  the 
corporation  filed  with  the  SEC  a 
registration  statement  covering  the 
offering  of  665,715  shares  of  con- 
vertible preferred  stock.  The  stock 
being  registered  constitutes  the  en- 
tire remaining  stock  holdings  of  the 
Chase  National  Bank  in  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox   Film    Corporation. 

Another  registration  statement 
{Continued  on  Page  5) 


Wires  Back  Mellett 
As  Hearings  Open 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — United  industry  sup- 
port and  support  from  non-theatrical 
film  users  for  the  OWI  Motion  Pic- 
ture Bureau  has  been  tendered  Lowell 
Mellett,  bureau  chief,  through  wires 
sent  both  to  him  and  to  the  Senate 

{Continued  on  Page   6) 


Buenos  Aires  Grosses  Up 
18.6%  in  First  Quarter 

Buenos  Aires  (By  air  Mail — 
Passed  by  the  Censor) — During  the 
first  three  months  of  1943  theaters' 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  tickets  was 

{Continued  on  Page   6) 


Para.  Gets  Citation 
for  War  Bonds  Sale 

The  U.  S.  Treasury  Department, 
New  York  War  Savings  Staff,  has 
awarded  Paramount  in  behalf  of  the 
company  and  its  New  York  em- 
ployes, a  citation  in  recognition  of 
having  purchased  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  extra  war  bonds  to  provide 
two  heavy  bombers,  a  balloon  and  a 
glider.  The  bonds  which  provided 
the  aircraft  were  subscribed  by  the 
company  and  employes  during  a 
three-week  Second  War  Loan  drive 
sponsored  by  the  Paramount  Pep 
Club. 
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(June  25) 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     low     Close     Chg. 

153/4     153/4     153/4  —     1/4 

183/i       183/4       183A    +       1/2 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vte.(2Vi%) 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd. .  . 

East.  Kodak   

do  pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st   pfd..  . 

RKO    

RKO  $6  pfd 

20th      Century-Fox.. 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 


3Va       3  31/g   +      Vs 

171/g       167/8       17'/8    +       Vl 

165  Vi   165       165 1/2   +     Vi 


223/s  22i/4  22i/4  +      i/4 

61 1/4  603/s  61 1/4  +   13/4 

28i/4  27  28+1 

95/8  '91/4  '9%  +"3/8 

951/2  94  951/2  +    13/g 

211/4  205/8  211/4  +      7/g 

32i/2  32  32  +     3/8 


15 


HI/4       147/8    +       3/4 

87         88+2 


NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.    deb.    4s56.103       103       103  —1-32 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK  CURB   MARKET 


33/4         33/4    +       1/a 

1%       l3/4  +     Va 


Monogram  Picts 3% 

RKO-War 1% 

Radio-Keith    cvs 

Sonotone    Corp 3l/2       3i/2       31/2      

Technicolor     12i/2     12         12       —     1/4 

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc .  . .    19         19         19     

Universal     Picts 


Backstage  Interviews  from 
Earle  to  Be  Aired  by  WIBG 

Philadelphia — WIBG  will  run  per- 
manent lines  in  the  Earle  Theater  to 
air  once-weekly  back-stage  inter- 
views with  the  stage,  screen  and 
radio  personalities  featured  in  the 
stage  shows.  First  airing  will  be  next 
Tuesday  at  8:45  p.m.  with  Ray  Wal- 
ton interviewing  Bonita  Granville. 
Following  shows  will  all  be  broadcast 
at  that  time. 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Mission  to  Moscow   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — 9th  week Hollywood 

Action  in  the  North  Atlantic   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — 6th  week Strand 

Cabin   in   the  5ky   (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 5th   week Criterion 

Mr.    Big    (Universal    Pictures) — 3rd    week Globe 

Spitfire    (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Samuel    Coldwyn-Leslie    Howard) — 3rd    week Rivoli 

Coney    Island    (Twentieth   Century-Fox) — 2nd   week Roxy 

Stage  Door  Canteen   (United  Artists-Sol   Lesser) Capitol 

The  Youngest   Profession    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Music   Hall 

Dixie    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

Aerial   Gunner    (Paramount   Pictures) Rialto 

Pilot  No.  5    ( Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer   Pictures) Loew's   State 

White  Savage   (Universal  Pictures)    (a) Palace 

The   Oxbow    Incident    (Twentieth    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The   Russian  Story    (Artkino  Pictures) — 4th  week Stanley 

Guadalajara     (Maya    Films) — 3rd    week World 

The  Life  of  Simon   Bolivar  UMr.   Ehrenreight) — 2nd  week Belmont 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Best  Foot  Forward    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer  Pictures) — Opens  Tomorrow Astor 

Background   to   Danger    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — July   2 Strand 

Stormy  Weather   (Twentieth   Century-Fox)    (c) Roxy 

Bombardier  URKO   Radio   Pictures)    (c) Criterion 

TwoTickets   to    London    (Universal    Pictures) — July   2 Rialto 

Let's   Face    It    (Paramount    Pictures) — Aug.   2 Paramount 

This   Is   the  Army    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures)— July   28 Hollywood 

For   Whom    the    Bell    Tolls    (Paramount    Pictures) — July    14 'Rivoli 

DuBarry   Was   a  lady    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer   Pictures)    (c) Capitol 

Mister  Lucky  ( RKO  Radio  Picti  res)    (c) Music  Hall 

This   Land    Is   Mine    (RKO   Radio    Pictures)— Aug.    1    (a-b) Palace 

Chatterbox    (Republic   Pictures) — Aug.    1  Ha) Palace 

The  Ghost  on  Leave   (Monogram  Pictures) — Opens  Tomorrow   (a) New  York 

Law  of  the  Northwest  (Republic  Pictures) — Opens  Tomorrow  (a) New  York 

A  Fire   in   the  Straw    (Herbert   Rosener)— July  2   (a) World 

The  Pledge  to  Bataan   (Adventure   Pictures) — July  2   (a) World 

Marvels  of   the   Bullring    (Crovos-Mohme) — July   2 Belmont 

(a)    Dual   bill.  (b)    Subsequent   run.  (c)    follows  current   bill 


Newsreels  Aid  Campaign 
For  "Shangri-La"  Coin 

The  Newsreel  Division  of  the  WAC 
is  preparing  trailers  to  be  used  in 
connection  with  the  July  campaign 
for  war  Stamp  sales  to  purchase 
the  aircraft  carrier  Shangra-La. 
Hedy  Lamarr  will  appear  in  the  first 
of  the  trailers  which  will  be  rushed 
to  theaters  so  as  to  be  a  supplement 
to  the  National  Screen  Service  trail- 
er which  is  being  made  available  at 
a  price  below  cost.  Because  of 
transportation  difficulties,  there  will 
be  no  "in  person"  appearances  of 
stars. 


Copper  Salvage  Gets  Good 
Support  in  Philly  Area 

Reports  from  Philadelphia,  Ches- 
ter, and  Reading,  Pa.,  indicate  that 
all  exhibitors  in  that  area  have  em- 
barked upon  an  intensified  copper, 
brass,  and  bronze  program,  utilizing 
every  means  of  information  and  ex- 
ploitation. 

All  Philly  newspapers  are  carry- 
ing photographs  and  stories  on  the 
copper  effort  and  local  radio  sta- 
tions are  broadcasting  nightly  re- 
ports of  free  copper  matinees  and 
general  copper,  brass,  and  bronze 
activities. 


COfflMG  MID  GOIRG 


BOB  HOPE,  FRANCES  LANGFORD  and 
CHARLES  BUTTERWORTH  arrived  in  England 
Friday  for  a  series  of  USO  troop  entertainment 
appearances. 

JULIUS  ).  and  PHILIP  C.  EPSTEIN,  Warner 
producers,  arrive  in  New  York  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast  en  route  to  Sugar  Hill,  N.  H.,  to 
confer  with  Bette  Davis  on  her  next  vehicle, 
"Mr.    Skeffington." 

SI  FABIAN  has  returned  to  New  York  from 
a   brief  Southern   jaunt. 

DANNY  KAYE,  who  will  make  his  film  debut 
in  Goldwyn's  "Up  In  Arms,"  will  embark  on 
a  two-months  tour  of  recreational  centers  in 
the  British  Isles  and  North  Africa  immediately 
upon    completion    of    the    picture. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Warners'  eastern  pub- 
licity manager,  leaves  the  home  office  tomorrow 
night  for  Charlotte  where  the  next  "Mission 
to  Moscow"  preview,  with  Walter  Duranty  as 
speaker,    will    be    held. 

MARTIN  JUROW,  eastern  talent  bureau  for 
WB,  is  back  in  New  York,  following  a  business 
trip   to   the   Chicago   territory. 

ED   RAFTERY   is   in   Hollywood. 


EDDIE  CANTOR  arrives  in  New  York  today 
from    Hollywood. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY  returns  Wednesday  from 
Canada    by   way   of    Indianapolis   and    Cincinnati. 

FRED  MEYERS  left  over  the  week-end  for 
Boston. 

CHARLES  BRUCE  MILLHOLLAND,  playwright, 
has  left  for  Hollywood  to  work  on  his  musical 
"Victory  Girl"  in  collaboration  with  JULIAN 
VOLOSHIN. 

LT.  COL.  JAMES  ROOSEVELT  and  his  wife 
are  due   here   this  week. 

JOHN  BALABAN  is  vacationing  at  his  sum- 
mer  home    in    Mercer,    Wis. 

CARL  LESERMAN  returns  from  the  Coast 
this    week. 

GEORGE  MORRIS  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  and 
MRS.  MORRIS  left  Friday  for  a  Vermont  vaca- 
tion. 

Columbia's  trio  of  comics,  HOWARD,  FINE 
and  HOWARD,  (The  Three  Stooges)  have  arrived 
in  the  east  for  personal  appearances. 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD,  WB  star,  leaves 
New   York   today   for  the  Coast. 


Reeling  'Round-  - 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
War  pictures.  2.  War  newsreels.  3.  War  j 
shorts.  (OWI)  Is  Hollywood  trying  to  ■ 
make  or  break  our  morale?  .  .  .  War 
workers  .  .  .  deserve  a  little  laughter,  not  j| 
to  mention  the  servicemen  and  women  who 
go  to  movies  on  their  furloughs.  ..."  A 
second  letter  raises  what  seems  like  amcetie 
important  point — though  the  langua  s 
stronger  than  we'd  use.  "There  are  too 
many  war  pictures  that  smell  out  loud,"  says 
Russ'  correspondent.  "There  are  too  many 
German  officers  depicted  spitting  in  people's 
faces.  .  .  .  And  too  many  involving  the 
landing  of  a  saboteur  and  having  him  get 
a  lot  of  French  peasant  women  to  resist 
and  do  a  lot  of  dirty  work."     Etcetera. 


New  Toledo  First-Run 

Toledo,  O. — The  Granada,  down- 
town subsequent-run  house,  is  chang- 
ing its  policy  and  will  become  a  first- 
run  house  next  Wednesday,  going 
in   for   melodrama. 


NEW  YORK 
THEATERS 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 


ROCKEFELLER   CENTER 

'THE  YOUNGEST  PROFESSION' 

with 

VIRGINIA    WEIDLER,    EDWARD    ARNOLD 

and    Five    Important  Guest  Stars 

AN   M-G-M   PICTURE 

Gala  Stage   Revue    •    Symphony  Orchestra 

First    Mezzanine    Seats    Reserved.    Circle    6-4600 


J^       ,         BETTY  GRABLE  ,     ft 

GEORGE  MONTGOMERY*  CESAR  ROMERO 

Come?  Iuand 

A  20TH  CENTURY-FOX  PICTURE      HI   TECHNICOLOR 

*  PLUS  A  BIG  STAGE  SHOW  * 

BUY  A  ^  y  '%#'      rthAVE 

BONDS        l\.  V»#  ,/V     I         50th  ST. 


"DIXIE"  *  m   Person 

with  "A"  ANDREWS  SISTERS 

BING    CROSBY  ~k  TIM    HERBERT 

DOROTHY  LAMOUR  -fc  MITCHELL     AYRES 

A   Paramount  Picture  -^  and     his     orchestra 


Cool 


PARAMOU  NT       Times  Square 


EE3B3 


MARIA    MONTEZ    •   JON    HALL    .   SABU 

"WHITE   SAVAGE" 

and    

"THE    OX-BOW    INCIDENT" 


HENRY  FONDA 


DANA  ANDREWS 


LoTv&STBTE 


ON  SCREEN 
First    N.    Y.    Showing! 

'PILOT  NO.  5' 

FRANCHOT    TONE 
MARSHA    HUNT 


IN  PERSON 
I  LOUIS  JORDAN  | 
and   his 
Tympany    Five 
ELTON  BRITT 


nnouncing   a   screen   entertainment 


JUY  )  from    20th    Century -Pox  .  .  .  that  is   as   great 


it  is   brilliant  .  .  .  truly   an   event  for  the   Loxoffice 


and  the   nation's   picture  -  goers  ! 


_____ 


an   era   or   romance  .  .  .  the   picture   he   was   destined   to   make 


and  which   is   destined  ror   every   "Best  Ten"   list   or  the   year! 


_*aGENE  TIERNEY .  DON  AMECHE  •  cW«  CoWn  .  m.^m.^  •  udc^ 

Spring   Byington*  Allyn  Joslyn  •  Eugene  Pallette  •  Signe  Hasso  •  Louis  Calliern  •  Helene  Reynold*  •  Aubrey  Matlicr  •  Michael  Ames 
Zpticdiiced  and  Selected  6y  ERNST  LUBITSCH   •  &>/ic/<>p>«r/t/i<></t>i&(>c/t»itcc/c> 
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REVIEW 

OWI  Budget  Slash 


;  iCmtinuii  from  Page  1 ); 


vantage  of  this,  the  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  has  appealed  from  the 
divestiture  order  to  sell  50  per  cent 
s  stock.  Robert  L.  Wright,  spe- 
^3assistant  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral denies  that  sale  of  half  of  its 
stock  would  mean  a  loss. 

RACE  RIOTS:  Detroit's  race 
riots  caused  temporary  closing,  un- 
der martial  law.  of  all  theaters  and 
other  places  of  amusement  in  the 
metropolitan  area,  with  a  9:15  p.m. 
curfew.  Later  order  allowed  the- 
aters to  open  and  remain  open  until 
11  p.m.,  with  the  curfew  set  forward 
to   10  p.m.     Theaters'  daily  loss   of 

revenue    was    estimated    at    $50,000. 

*  *         * 

WARNER  BROS.:  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures  announced  a  26-week  net 
of  $4,141,199  for  1943  as  compared 
with  a  net  of  $3,802,055  for  the  first 
half  of  1942.  Financial  circles  es- 
timated the  company's  gross  for  the 
1942-43  season  would  hit  a  new  high. 

COLUMBIA:  Columbia  announced 
for  the  coming  season  a  program  of 
44  features,  two  specials,  three  Tech- 
nicolor features,  11  musicals,  two 
special  and  8  program  westerns, 
three  serials  and  118  short  subjects. 

*  *         * 

NEWS  BRIEFS:  Exchange  work- 
ers in  Washington,  D.  C,  may  receive 
an  "essentiality  rating.  .  .  New  Eng- 
land group  of  indies  has  retained  an 
attorney  to  present  to  Congress  the 
draft  of  a  bill  fixing  a  "ceiling"  on 
rental  prices  for  films.  .  .  D  of  J 
stated  that  it  would  not  refuse  to 
hear  any  just  complaint  from  ex- 
hibitor groups.  .  .  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  of 
Texas  Allied,  has  post-war  plan  for 
providing  jobs;  he  advises  exhibs.  to 
prepare  now  for  new  theater  con- 
struction and  remodeling.  .  .  Tom  C. 
Clark,  who  succeeded  Thurman  W. 
Arnold  as  D  of  J's  "trust  buster," 
will  handle  the  Gov't's  New  York 
equity  suit  against  the  majors  when 
the  consent  decree  expires  in  No- 
vember. .  .  20th  Century-Fox  regis- 
ters $10,000,000  of  preferred  stock 
to  buy  Chase  National  Bank's  58 
per  cent  interest  in  National  The- 
aters if  the  stockholders  okay  the 
purchase.  .  .  Juvenile  vandalism  in 
theaters  grew  so  alarmingly  that  a 
number  of  cities  are  adopting  cur- 
few regulations;  in  some  instances 
towns  announced  they  would  fine 
parents  whose  children  under  16 
violated  curfew  regulations.  .  .  Ar- 
bitration appeal  board,  in  Riant 
Theater,  Conshohocken,  Pa.,  clear- 
ance case,  placed  penalty  on  delayed 
bookings  by  reducing  number  of 
days'  clearance  allowed.  .  .  William 
Goetz  will  quit  20th-Fox  produc- 
tion post  about  the  middle  of  July  to 
head  his  own  producing  company. 
Col.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  is  expected 
to  resume  as  20th-Fox's  production 
head  early  in  July.  .  .  Manning  tables 
are  out  insofar  as  New  York  City 
newsreels    are   concerned. 


T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     IT  MUST  BE  THE  HEAT Some  wag  just  called  up  and 

wanted  to  know  if  the  Biblical  character  Sampson  wrote  "Victory- 
Through   HAIR  Power" If  you   think  that's  bad.   you   should   hear 

the  others  that  are  tossed  around  Phil  M's  desk.  .  .  •  The  Rivoli 
Theater's  weekly  broadcast  over  WINS  yesterday  was   turned  over  to 

the   Good   Neighbor   Center It   was   the    21st   broadcast   sponsored 

by  Monty  Salmon's  Broadway  house.  .  .  •  DuMont's  television  station 
W2XWV  celebrated  its  first  anniversary  on  the  air  last  night  with  a 
90-minute   program  featuring  personalities   who   have   appeared   on   the 

station  since  June  of  last  year and  there  was  an  informal  studio 

party  at  the  finish.  .  .  •  Edward  Sykes,  assistant  manager  of  Warner's 
Shore   Theater  in   Chicago,   is  being   sought   for   advice   from    expectant 

fathers The  other  day  when  Mrs.  Sykes  was  being  visited  by  the 

stork,    no   doctor   was    available so   Ed   pitched   in   and   delivered 

the  baby,  himself 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     IT   WAS  SO  HOT   on   Friday   that  RKO   and    Universal 

home  offices  knocked  off  work  at  3  o'clock Maybe  some   of   the 

others  did,  too,  but  it  was  too  hot  for  anybody  to  tell  us  about 
it.  .  .  9  Henry  N.  Flynt,  director  of  the  Cincinnati  Milling  Machine 
Co.,  hosted  a  cocktail  party  Friday  at  the  Yale  Club  on  the  occasion 
of  the  New  York  preview  of  "The  Mill  at  War,"  which  the  Cincinnati 
organization  produced  through  the  Emerson  Yorke  studio.  .  .  # 
River  taxi  service  may  solve  some  of  the  transportation  problems  for 

theater  goers  in   Chicago A   license  was  granted  to  Arthur  Agra 

to  inaugurate  a  river  taxi  service  last  week.  .  .  •  The  July  13  issue 
of  Look  Magazine  is  carrying  a  two-page  layout  .on  the  Walt  Disney- 
UA   release  "Victory    Through  Air  Poiuer" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     MRS.  AD  SCHULBERG,  Columbia's  Eastern  talent  chief,  is 

on   the   Coast  on   talent   matters It   is   pretty   much   conceded   that 

Ad  Schulberg  is  one  of  the  smartest  production  women  in  the  business 
and  the  unofficial  report  is  that  one  of  these  days  she  is  going  to  blossom 

forth    as    a    full-fledged    producer    on    her   own and    she    has    the 

ability  and  background  to  make  a  big  success  of  any  producing  enter- 
prise she  might  attempt During  the  year  she's  headed  the  talent 

department  here,  she's  signed  and  sent  on  the  way  to  stardom  six 
personalities.  .  .  •  Producer  William  Cagney  has  bought  the  film  and 
radio  rights  to  Thome  Smith's  "The  Stray  Lamb".  .  .     •   July  is   going 

to   be    Roy   Rogers    Month    in    Chicago At    least    126    theaters    in 

Chicago    and    suburbs    will   play    Rogers    in    Republic's    "King    of    the 

Cowboys" Will  Baker,  Chicago  branch  manager,  is  ready  to  back 

up  his  statement  that  Chicago  has  never  before  been  so  blanketed  by 
any  picture  in  the  history  of  the  film  biz 

▼  TV 

•  •      •      YOU    CAN  BELIEVE    this   or   not but   Ben    Hersh, 

who  produced  the  Lum  and  Abner  picture  "Dollar-a-Year-Man,"  says 
a  V-letter  from  his  brother  in  the  South  Pacific  declares  that  when 
the  L   and  A   flicker  "Bashful  Bachelor"   was  shown    to    the  soldiers 

and    natives,   a   near   riot   occurred During   a   sequence   showing 

a  horse  eating  a  carrot,  some  native  dogs  got  so  excited  that  they  ran 
right  through  the  screen.  .  .  #  Bell  Aircraft  Corp.  at  Niagara  Falls 
has  installed  a  250-seat  newsreel  theater  in  the  plant.  .  .  .Workers  drop 
in  between  shifts  to  see  newsreels  and  shorts  which  have  emphasis  on 
the  war  effort ...  .It  is  planned  to  install  similar  theaters  in  three  of 
the  company's  other  factories  as  it  has  been  found  that  the  pictures 
stimulate  the  workers  to  a  greater  effort. 


•      •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR!. 


Fox  Registers  Last 
Of  Chase  Holdings 
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was  filed  by  the  corporation  earlier 
in  the  week  covering  a  proposed 
issue  of  100,000  shares  of  a  new 
prior  preferred  stock,  the  proceeds 
of  which  are  to  be  used  to  finance, 
in  part,  the  purchase  of  the  remain- 
ing stock  interest  of  the  Chase  Na- 
tional Bank  in  National  Theaters 
Corp.,  which  will  thereupon  become 
a  100  per  cent  owned  subsidiary  of 
20th-Fox. 

Shares  of  the  convertible  prefer- 
red stock  being  registered  are  en- 
titled to  cumulative  dividends  at  the 
rate  of  $1.50  per  share  per  annum; 
are  callable  at  $35  a  share,  and  con- 
vertible into  common  stock  of  the 
corporation  on  the  basis  of  1% 
shares  of  common  stock  for  each 
share  of  preferred.  The  proposed 
sale  involves  approximately  75  per 
cent  of  the  905,082  shares  presently 
outstanding. 

The  public  offering  price  and  the 
names  of  members  of  the  underwrit- 
ing group  are  to  be  supplied  by 
amendment  to  the  registration  state- 
ment. 

Combined  consolidated  net  income 
of  20th  Century-Fox  and  its  wholly 
owned  subsidiaries,  and  National 
Theaters  Corp.  and  its  majority 
owned  subsidiaries,  for  the  seven 
fiscal  years  ended  Dec.  26,  1942,  af- 
ter eliminating  share  of  inter-com- 
pany dividends  was  as  follows: 

1936     $  9,713,000 

1937     10,471,000 

1938     8,988,000 

1939     5,702,000 

1940     827,000 

1941     6,626,000 

1942     13,235,000 

Consolidated  net  earnings  for  the 

first  quarter  of  1943  (the  13  weeks 
ended  March  26,  1943)  of  20th-Fox 
amounted  to  $1,752,000,  and  of  Na- 
tional Theaters  Corp.  to  $887,000, 
after  provision  for  estimated  Fed- 
eral taxes,  a  total  of  $2,639,000. 

Coast  Memorial  Pageant 
July  21  for  Jewish  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  "We  Will  Never 
Die,"  mammoth  memorial  pageant 
dedicated  to  more  than  2,000,000  civil- 
ian Jewish  dead  in  Europe,  will  be 
presented  for  a  single  performance 
at  the  Hollywood  Bowl,  Wednesday 
evening,  July  21,  it  was  announced 
by  Ben  Hecht  and  Billy  Rose. 

Among  film  names  on  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  are  Dore  Schary, 
Trving  Briskin,  Judge  Isaac  Pacht, 
B.  P.  Fineman,  Harry  Kurnitz,  A. 
Bernard  Shore,  Bernard  Luber  and 
Judge  Lester  W.  Roth. 

Bela's  Sketch  in  "Horror  Night" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Nicholas  Bela,  screen 
writer  and  actor,  is  the  author  of 
"Silver  Nails,"  one  of  the  four 
sketches  being  presented  on  "Hor- 
ror Night"  at  the  Belasco.  Henry 
Hull  is  starred  in  Bela's  thriller. 
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PRC  Sets  1st  Regional 
For  New  York  July  1-2 

The  first  of  a  series  of  regional 
sales  meetings  of  PRC  will  be  held 
here  at  the  Park  Central  Hotel, 
July  1  and  2,  it  was  announced  at 
the  week-end  by  Arthur  Greenblatt, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales. 
Other  regionals  will  be  announced 
later. 

The  New  York  meeting  will  be 
for  all  sales  forces  in  the  Eastern 
district,  with  discussions  concen- 
trated on  the  sales  policy  and  ex- 
ploitation of  the  first  of  the  new 
program's  big-budget  Producers 
Specials,  "Isle  of  Forgotten  Sins," 
which  is  set  for  release  Aug.  15. 

Attending-  the  New  York  regional  will  be: 
From  the  home  office:  O.  Henry  Briggs,  John 
S.  Young.  Arthur  Greenblatt,  Karl  Herzog, 
tfred  Rohrs,  Armand  Schenck,  Joseph  O'Sul- 
livan,  S.  S.  Kestenbaum,  Joseph  H.  Lamm. 
Roberto  L).  Socas,  Harold  Flavin,  John 
Michelson;  Albany-Buffalo:  Bernard  Mills, 
Jack  Berkson,  Leo  Murphy;  Boston:  Hairy 
Goldman,  Max  Parber,  Max  Salzberg,  Sam 
Levine;  Cleveland-Cincinnati:  Nat  Lefton, 
Jack  Lefton,  Nat  Kaplan,  Manny  Weiss, 
Rudy  Norton,  Fred  Scheurman,  Sam  Weiss, 
Mr.  Higgins;  Detroit:  William  Flemion,  Bert 
Foster,  Robert  Buermele,  William  Clark, 
Robert  Snyder;  New  York:  Lt.  Coram.  Bert 
Kulick,  Sidney  Kulick,  Frances  Kulick; 
Philadelphia:  Herb  Given,  Harry  Sanger; 
Pittsburgh:  Lew  Lefton,  Milton  Lefton,  Jack 
Withers,  Godfrey  Lefton;  New  Haven:  Harry 
Gibbs;  Washington:  George  Gill,  Bill  Smith, 
Barry   Goldman,   Danny  Rosenthal. 


See  Film  Co.  Operating  Gains 

More  Liberal  Dividends  Declared  Possible 


Clampett  Celebrates  12th 
Year  at  Schlesinger  Studio 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Robert  Clampett  is 
celebrating  the  start  of  his  twelfth 
year  with  Leon  Schlesinger.  He  is 
currently  supervising  the  production 
of  12  cartoons  now  in  work.  These 
include  five  Bugs  Bunnys,  two  Tech- 
nicolor Duffy  Ducks,  "Birdy  and  the 
Beast,"  starring  the  little  baby  talk- 
ing bird,  which  Clampett  introduced 
in  the  Abbott  and  Costello  Pussy- 
Cat  Picture;  and  four  big  musicals 
"Blue  Danube"  and  "Tales  of  the 
Vienna  Woods"  with  Bugs  Bunny, 
and  score  by  60-piece  orchestra,  "Tin 
Pan  Alley  Cats"  and  all  black  face 
swingeroo,  and  the  first  Russian  car- 
toon yet  made,  "The  Gremlin  from 
the    Kremlin." 


(.Continued  f 

siderably  strengthened,  more  liberal 
dividend  disbursements  are  possible." 
Says  the  analysis  just  released  in 
part: 

Attendance   Outlook    Excellent 

"The  outlook  for  attendance  over  coming 
months  is  bright,  despite  the  probable  ex- 
tension of  the  ban  on  pleasure  driving 
throughout  the  country.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  removal  of  this  important  competing 
form  of  diversion  might  well  stimulate  at- 
tendance in  urban  centers  during  the  nor- 
mally dull  summer  months.  Loss  of  air 
conditioning:  equipment  would  be  harmful, 
but  it  does  not  .  now  appear  that  drastic 
steps   in    this   direction    will   be   necessary. 

"Moreover,  since  movie  attendance  was 
not  affected  by  the  drain  of  the  March  16 
tax  assessment  on  personal  finances,  it  is 
not  expected  that  institution  of  the  with- 
holding tax  in  July,  together  with  even 
heavier  Bond  purchases,  will  have  serious 
consequences.  Thus,  average  weekly  movie 
attendance,  which  last  year  reached  the 
previous  peak  of  90,000,000  (revised)  set 
in  1930  should  attain  a  new  high  in  the 
current   year. 

"Theater  operators  are  faced  with  an  in- 
creasingly serious  labor  problem,  but  the 
solution  here  apparently  lies  in  the  employ- 
ment of  larger  numbers  of  women.  More- 
over, rising  labor  and  film'  rental  costs  are 
still  being  offset  by  increased  admission 
prices  (which  are  not  subject  to  any  gov- 
ernment price  limitation),  with  no  appre- 
ciable effect  on  attendance.  This  tendency 
may   be   restrained    somewhat   from    now    on 
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in   an   effort   to    avoid   the   risk    of   any   pos- 
sible   government    move   to    control    prices. 
Earnings    Outlook    Bright 

"Film  rentals  have  moved  steadily  up- 
ward, reflecting-  box-office  prosperity  and 
greater  concentration  on  better  quality  pic- 
tures; no  reversal  of  this  trend  is  expected 
over  the  near  term.  Moreover,  while  indi- 
vidual productions  are  receiving'  more  ex- 
pensive treatment,  reduced  shooting  sched- 
ules, both  because  of  film  restrictions  and 
sharply  increased  playing  time  of  features, 
will  result  in  lower  over-all  production  and 
amortization  charges.  The  present  $5,000 
per  picture  limit  on  new  sets  will  be  re- 
placed on  July  1  by  a  three-month  quota 
system,  but  this  does  not  imply  higher  costs, 
since,  in  general,  use  of  materials  will  be 
held  to  last  year's  levels,  or  an  average  of 
$5,000    per   picture. 

"However,  it  will  provide  a  greater  de- 
gree of  flexibility  by  permitting  savings  on 
one  picture  to  be  used  for  others  at  the 
discretion  of  the  individual  producer.  Pro- 
duction of  training  shorts  and  morale  pic- 
tures for  the  Government  on  virtually  a  gra- 
tuitous basis  will  add  to  expenses,  but  the 
good  will  factor  is  an  important  considera- 
tion, particularly  since  the  three-year  trial 
period  o  fthe  Consent  Decree  will  end  on 
Nov.    20. 

"Revenues  in  foreign  countries  are  mak- 
ing favorable  year-to-year  comparisons,  and 
removal  of  special  restrictions  on  the  with- 
drawal of  money  from  Great  Britain  by  Amer- 
ican film  producers  will  aid  final  results  by 
removing  the  necessity  for  setting  up  large 
reserves   against   frozen  funds." 


Clearance  Complaint 
Names  Schine  Circuit 


Louis    King  June    Preisser 

Elmer    Lux  Fred    W.    Futter 

Barney    Pitkin 
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as  lessee  and  exhibitor  of  the  State 
Theater,    Fulton. 

Defendants  are  Loews,  20th  Fox, 
RKO-Radio,  Vitagraph  and  "Schine 
Enterprises  Corp.,  or  Schine  Chain 
Theaters  Corp.  or  the  persons  or 
corporations  operating  what  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Schine  Circuit, 
Gloversville,  N.  Y." 

Complaint  names  as  parties  that 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  Uni- 
versal, United  Artists,  Columbia  and 
Paramount.  Other  theaters  involved 
in  the  controversy,  complainant  says, 
are  the  Strand,  Capitol  and  Oswego, 
all  at  Oswego  and  the  Avon  at  Ful- 
ton. 

Complainant  asks  reduction  of 
present  14-day  clearance  of  Schine 
Oswego  houses  over  the  State,  Ful- 
ton, to  immediately  after  Oswego  and 
in  no  event  more  than  one  day  after. 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  House  Asks 
Reduction  of  Clearance 

A  clearance  complaint  has  been 
filed  in  Boston  by  the  trustees  of 
the  late  Ralph  Pratt  who  operated 
the  Ioka  Theater,  Exeter,  N.  H. 
Complaint  asserts  that  the  Ioka  is 
forced  to  play  product  14  days  af- 
ter the  Colonial  and  Olympia  The- 
aters, Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  which,  it 
is  contended,  is  unreasonable.  Aboli- 
tion or  reduction  of  the  clearance 
schedule,  plus  any  other  relief  pos- 
sible, is  asked. 


Buenos  Aires  Grosses  Up 
18.6%  in  First  Quarter 
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up  18.6  per  cent  from  the  same  quar- 
ter in  1942.  Grosses  from  legiti- 
mate theaters  amounted  to  970,000 
pesos  as  compared  with  a  revenue  of 
4,800,000  pesos  (approximately  $1,- 
200,000)  from  motion  picture  houses. 
Attendance  was  up  16.2  per  cent, 
showing  a  slight  increase  in  ad- 
missions. 


Para.  Lineup  Outlined 
To  Canadian  Sales  Force 


Toronto — Neil  Agnew,  Paramount 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distrib- 
ution, outlined  next  season's  feature 
product  to  the  Canadian  sales  forces 
at  the  annual  Canadian  sales  meet- 
ing at  the  King  Edward  Hotel  here 
on    Friday. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  advertising 
and  publicity  director,  discussed  the 
advertising  plans  for  the  1943-44 
product.  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  general 
sales  manager  of  short  subjects  and 
Paramount  News,  said  that  about 
75  per  cent  of  the  short  subjects 
will  be  in  color.  Gordon  Lightstone, 
Canadian  gneral  manager,  who  pre- 
sided,  discussed  company  policy. 

Among  those  attending  were 
branch  managers  Russell  Simpson, 
Pat  Hogan,  William  Kelly,  Tom 
Dowbiggin,  Dave  Brickman  and  Jack 
Hunter,  and  Leo  Haag,  Harold  Pfaff, 
Ambrose  Theurer,  Robert  Murphy 
and  Win  Barron. 


Wires  Back  Mellett 
As  Hearings  Open 
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Appropriations  Committee.  The  only 
jarnng  note  in  the  chorus  of  sup- 
port for  OWI  since  the  House  voted 
to  eliminate  the  entire  doma^fe 
branch  on  June  18,  was  the  ii  J 
tion  into  the  Congressional  Recura 
last  week  by  Rep.  Will  Rogers,  Jr., 
of  Walter  Wanger's  article  in  the 
spring  issue  of  Public  Opinion 
Quarterly. 

Wanger,  advocated  the  drafting  of 
industry  leaders  to  serve  the  Gov- 
ernment as  liaison  with  the  industry, 
and  generally  lambasted  the  Mellett 
unit.  Rogers  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment,  but  it  is  not  believed 
that  his  insertion  of  the  piece,  though 
untimely,  indicates  his  opposition  to 
the  Mellett  Bureau.  Although  in- 
serting the  article  in  the  Record 
while  the  fate  of  the  Mellett  unit 
is  in  the  balance  is  not  a  helpful 
move,  the  story  apparently  is  that 
Wanger  sent  the  piece  to  Rogers 
just  last  week  and  Rogers  had  it 
inserted  without  seriously  consider- 
ing its  possible  effect. 

In  the  meantime,  hearings  before 
the  Senate  appropriations  committee 
on  the  domestic  branch  of  OWI  got 
under  way  Saturday  morning,  with 
Chester  Laroche  of  the  advertising 
council  testifying  in  closed  session. 


Britain  Halts  Exporting 
Of  "Colonel  Blimp"  Film 


Circle  as  Negro  House? 

St.  Louis,  Mo. — It  is  reported  that 
the  585-seat  Circle,  dark  for  many 
months,  may  reopen  shortly  as  a 
Negro  house.  House  has  been  a  unit 
in  the  Kaimann  circuit. 


Warner  Raises  Chi.  Prices 

Chicago — The  Warner  circuit  is 
raising  Partheon  and  Paramount 
Theater  prices  from  44  cents  to  50 
cents  evenings,  while  matinees  prices 
are  advanced  from  30  to  35  cents. 


Montreal — Britain  has  halted  the 
export  of  the  British  film  "Life  and 
Death  of  Colonel  Blimp"  according 
to  a  London  cable  quoting  The  Daily 
Mail,  citing  poor  propaganda  as  the 
reason. 

The  Daily  Mail  says  the  official 
explanation  of  the  freezing  of  the 
picture  was  transport  difficulties,  but 
The  Mail  recalled  criticism  which 
it  said  fell  under  two  heads;  that 
it  was  a  gross  travesty  of  the  in- 
telligence and  behavior  of  British 
army  officers  as  a  class  and  that 
a  German  officer  who  is  a  character 
in  the  film  and  turns  anti-Nazi  is 
unduly  sentimentalized  and  idealized 
at  the  expense  of  Colonel  Blimp. 


HOLLYWOOD 
DIGEST 
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SCHEDULED 

'An  American  Story,"  script,  ARCH  OBOLER; 
producer-director,  JOHN  AUER,  RKO. 

'The  Voodoo  Man,"  story,  WILLIAM  CROW- 
LEY, BERYL  SACHS;  producers,  SAM  KATZ- 
MAN,   JACK   DIETZ,    Monogram. 

'Moment  for  Music,"  story  by  BENNY  GOOD- 
MAN and  RICHARD  ENGLISH;  producer, 
WILLIAM    LeBARON. 


TITLE  SWITCHES 

'Northern     Pursuit,"     formerly     "To     the     Last 

Man,"   Warners. 
'Are     These     Our    Children,"     story,     EDWARD 

DMYTRYK,   RKO. 
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Nine  Distributors 
Named  in  Trust  Case 

(Continued  from   Page    1) 

Corp.,  United  Artists  Corp.,  Colum- 
bia Corp.,  Universal  Film  Ex- 
changes, Inc.,  and  Monogram  Pic- 
tures Corp. 
^Plaintiffs  claim  that  the  defen- 
ts  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with 
"circuits,  Paramount  and  Womet- 
co,  said  to  operate  31  houses  in  that 
area,  in  an  alleged  effort  to  elimi- 
nate competition  through  exclusive 
exhibition  contracts.  Plaintiffs  al- 
lege that  they  and  other  independent 
exhibitors  in  the  area  were  compel- 
led by  virtue  of  the  defendants  own- 
ership and  control  of  affiliated  com- 
panies to<  accept  the  product  of  the 
defendants  under  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  defendants  arbi- 
trarily dictate. 

Suit  will  not  be  tried  before  the 
court's  October  term.  Plaintiffs  are 
J.  P.   and  Josephine  Benitoa. 


Something  New  Has  Been 
Added  In  Litigation,  Too 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Story  departments  are 
watching  for  developments  from  the 
suit  brought  in  Superior  Court  last 
week  by  Warners  against  Phil  Berg- 
Bert  Allenberg  Agency.  Warner 
claims  that  they  reached  an  agree- 
ment with  Berg-Allenberg  to  buy 
the  Henry  Ballamann  novel,  "Vic- 
toria Grandolet"  for  $40,000  but  that 
the  agency  subsequently  turned  it 
over  to  Paramount  for  $75,000.  War- 
ners now  seeks  $35,000  as  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  prices, 
claiming  that  it  was  deprived  of  the 
increased  value  of  the  property. 


WAC  Ships  "Flyer" 

To  Aid  Shangri-La  Drive 


WAC  has  prepared  a  special  four- 
page  "flyer"  which  was  shipped 
across  the  country  over  the  week- 
end to  the  thousands  of  theaters  who 
will  participate  in  the  July  War 
Stamp  campaign  to  raise  $130,000,- 
000  earmarked  for  constructing  an 
aircraft  carrier  to  be  named  the 
Shangri-La. 

The  flyer  contains  a  summary  of 
Stamp-sale  boosters  submitted  by 
theatermen  who  have  used  them 
successfully.  It  also  contains  a  set 
of  advertising  slugs,  newspaper  fill- 
ers and  radio  spots.  The  ad  slugs 
are  available  in  mat  form  free  of 
charge  from  any  National  Screen 
Service  exchange. 


Haustein  Frisco  Sales  Manager 

Appointment  of  Henry  J.  Hau- 
stein as  sales  manager  of  Para- 
mount's  San  Francisco  exchange  was 
announced  Friday  by  George  A. 
Smith,  Western  division  manager. 
Haustein  will  work  under  H.  Neal 
East,  branch  manager.  Haustein  has 
been  with  the  San  Francisco  ex- 
change since  March,  1920,  when  he 
joined  as  a  shipper. 


Illinois  Town,  Once  Laching  Prosperity, 
Now  Chuchles:  "We  Can  Bank  On  The  Movies!" 

Pawnee,  ill. — For  14  years  this  community  was  too  small  (and  strapped) 
to  have  a  bank.  But  one  is  going  to  be  established  now  to  supercede  its  modest 
little  currency  exchange.  The  movies  are  given  credit  for  making  the  new 
financial  institution  not  only  possible  but  an  essential.  It  seems  that  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  1941,  Dominic  Frisina,  opened  here  (his  boyhood  home)  a  $30,000 
film  theater,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of  less  than  1,000  potential  cus- 
tomers. Ever  since  the  house  was  built,  progressive  prosperity  has  set  in. 
Where  there's  prosperity,  there's  money,  and  where  there's  money  there  must 
be  a  bank.  That's  the  whole  story  except  this  not-so-surprising  ending:  Dominic 
Frisina  will  be  a  stockholder  in  the  new  venture. 


Cleve.  Caravan  Session 
Discusses  UA's  "Canteen" 


Cleveland — Second  safari  of  Al- 
lied caravan  was  staged  at  the  week- 
end at  the  Statler  Hotel  under  chair- 
manship of  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Allied 
prexy. 

Discussion  involved  UA  distribu- 
tion for  "Stage  Door  Canteen"  in 
particular. 

Rosenberg  said  he  was  preparing 
a  statement  on  "Stage  Door  Can- 
teen" for  the  trade  papers. 

Next  national  committee  meeting 
scheduled  to  coincide  with  New  Jer- 
sey Allied  meeting.  Pete  Wood  and 
George  W.  Erdmann  will  hold  a 
meeting  in  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati 
early  in  July  to  pass  committee  in- 
formation   on   to  members. 


B.  A.  Theater  Showing 
Axis  Newsreels  Shutters 


Buenos  Aires  (By  Air  Mail- 
Passed  by  the  Censor) — Cineac,  one 
of  the  two  Buenos  Aires  film  the- 
aters showing  regularly  newsreels 
supplied  by  the  Axis  countries,  has 
closed  down.  Patrons  had  begun  to 
laugh  when  reels  "enormous  fighting 
power"  of  the  Axis  armies  were 
shown.  Besides,  Axis  newsreels  are 
no  longer  available. 

One  theater  here  shows  Axis  fea- 
ture movies,  but  very  old  ones,  that 
have  no  political  significance.  An- 
other rather  dirty  theater  shows  old 
Axis  newsreels  which  are  patronized 
mainly  by  Germans. 


"Moscow"  Preview  in  Minn. 

Minneapolis — With  a  large  exhib. 
guest  list  headed  by  John  J.  Friedl, 
and  a  group  of  12  radio  commenta- 
tors, 36  newspaper  publishers,  edi- 
tors, critics  and  writers  from  this 
city,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  and  other 
cities,  Warners  presented  the  north- 
west preview  of  "Mission  to  Mos- 
cow" yesterday  followed  by  a  cock- 
tail party  at  the  Variety  Club  and  a 
dinner  in  the  Hotel  Nicollet.  Walter 
Duranty  spoke  at  the  dinner. 


Schines  Reopen  In  Medina 

Medina,  O. — Schines'  Princess,  on 
the  Public  Square,  closed  for  the 
last  four  years,  has  reopened  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 


Doubles  in  War  Plant 

Groton,  Conn. — Russell  Hess,  op- 
erator of  the  Groton  Theater,  also 
works  at  the  Electric  Boat  works 
here. 


PRC  Announces  80  P.C. 
Jump  in  Sales  Accounts 

(Continued  from   Page    1) 

this  time  last  year.  Deals  have  been 
made  with  every  important  circuit, 
it  was  stated. 

Amount  of  "A"  playing  time  given 
PRC  pictures  during  the  past  year 
has  established  a  new  record  for  the 
company,    it   was    stated. 


Argue  Gary  Appeal  Monday 

Chicago — Arthur  Goldberg,  B  &  K 
attorney,  and  Samuel  Malkin,  attor- 
ney for  the  independent  interests, 
will  represent  the  parties  involved 
in  the  Gary  Theater  clearance  case 
appeal  which  will  be  heard  orally 
before  the  appeal  board  in  New  York 
next  Monday. 


Denies  "Stage  Door" 
Used  as  UA  Inducer 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
of  domestic  distribution.     Sears  re- 
turned Friday  from  the  Coast. 

In  a  telegram  to  Wood,  Sears  de- 
clared that  such  a  practice  was  con- 
trary to  established  company  policy 
and  requested  Wood  to  furnish  him 
with  definite  information  on  specific 
instances  where  this  alleged  prac- 
tice had  been  employed. 

Sears  told  Wood  that  the  Hopa- 
longs  were  "class"  westerns  that 
needed  nothing  to  promote  or  fur- 
ther their  sale  and  that  the  company 
was  releasing  and  about  to  release 
pictures  of  sufficient  merit  and  qual- 
ity to  require  no  assistance  from 
any  other  picture.  In  conclusion, 
Sears  said  that  it  was  a  "known 
and  generally  conceded  policy  of 
United  Artists  for  the  past  25  years 
that  no  exhibitor  need  buy  the  pic- 
tures of  any  one  producer  to  acquire 
the  pictures  of  any  other  producer 
and  until  such  time  as  specific  and 
concrete  information  is  provided  me 
of  exceptions  to  this  announced  pol- 
icy, I  will  have  to  assume  your  al- 
legations are  incorrect  and  un- 
founded." 
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injunction  Asked  Over 
"Hello,  Frisco"  Tune 


Laurence  J.  Hirsch,  individually 
and  as  executor  of  the  estate  of 
Louis  A.  Hirsch,  on  Friday  asked 
for  a  permanent  injunction  of  fur- 
ther showings  of  20th-Fox's  "Hello, 
Frisco,  Hello"  in  a  suit  claiming  that 
the  song  "Hello,  Frisco,"  used  in 
the  film,  was  not  properly  licensed. 
Hirsch  claims  the  Music  Publishers 
Holding  Corp.  or  M.  Witmark  & 
Son  rented  20th-Fox  a  license  for 
the  song  without  regarding  the 
Hirsch  rights. 

Plaintiff  holds  that  series  of 
agreements  going  back  to  1914  gave 
rights  except  those  for  talking  pic- 
tures or  other  mechanical  perform- 
ances to  Witmark  but  that  the  last 
named  rights  were  reserved  by 
Hirsch  who  wrote  the  song  with  Gene 
Buck.  Defendants  named  include 
20th-Fox,  Music  Publishers,  Buck 
and  Witmark. 


To  Release  "So  Proudly" 
During  Paramount  Week 

"So  Proudly  We  Hail"  has  been 
designated  for  release  during  the 
Silver  Jubilee  anniversary  of  "Para- 
mount Week"  which  will  be  cele- 
brated by  the  Paramount  distribu- 
tion department  from  Sept.  5  to  12, 
Neil  Agnew,  general  sales  manager, 
announced  Friday. 

For  the  25th  year,  the  entire  dis- 
tribution department  will  join  in 
the  week-long  observance,  which  an- 
nually launches  the  new  selling  sea- 
son. 

"Following  one  of  the  greatest 
years  in  our  history,  this  25th  Para- 
mount Week  will  inaugurate  a  sea- 
son which  gives  every  promise  of 
surpassing  the  one  now,  drawing  to 
n  close,"  Agnew  informed  members 
n  his  department  throughout  the 
united  States  and  Canada, 
jj  "So  Proudly  We  Hail,"  will  have 
j^s  premiere  at  the  Radio  City  Mu- 
(ic  Hall  in  August. 


Samuel  Ross  Dies 

Irvington,  N.  J. — Funeral  services 
for  Samuel  Ross,  Jewish  theatrical 
producer-actor  and  more  recently 
manager  of  the  Metropolitan  The- 
ater in  this  city,  were  held  Thurs- 
day from  his  late  home.  Producer 
of  the  Georgie  Jessel  company  which 
toured  three  states  with  "Jazz  Sin- 
ger," Ross  suffered  a  heart  attack 
while  rehearsing  a  vaudeville  show 
which  was  to  open  in  Baltimore  the 
next  day. 


Vallee  Going  Off  Air 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Chief  Petty  Officer 
Rudy  Vallee,,  USCG,  will  give  up 
his  radio  program  July  1  to  assume 
extra  duties  for  the   Coast  Guard. 


Columbus  Drive-in  Opens 

Columbus,  O. — The  Riverside  auto 
theater,  on   Riverside  Drive,  is  now 

open. 


reviews  of  new  fums 


"Hit  The  Ice" 

with  Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello 
Universal  82  Mins. 

BARRAGE  OF  LAUGHS,  SLICK  POP 
TUNES  AND  SOLID  PRODUCTION  MAKE 
THIS  BEST  OF  COMICS'  PIX. 

Easily  the  funniest  and  best  Abbott  b 
Costello  vehicle  to  date,  "Hit  the  Ice"  is 
destined  to  pile  up  cold  cash  at  box  offices 
and  supply  hot  entertainment  for  the  most 
jaded  of  customers.  Universal,  via  Alex 
Gottlieb,  offers  a  lot  more  than  the  comedy 
stars  in  this  attraction.  Company  has  given 
it  excellent  production  values,  surrounded 
the  clowns  with  a  dashing  and  capable  cast, 
and  injected  an  album  of  musical  treats 
of  the  pop  variety,  at  least  four  of  which, 
"I'd  Like  to  Set  You  to  Music,"  "Happiness 
Bound,"  "I'm  Like  a  Fish  Out  of  Water," 
and  "Slap  Polka,"  will  send  the  customers 
home  whistling  as  well  as  laughing.  There 
is  a  universality, — and  no  pun  intended, — 
about   the    footage,   specifically   the    humor. 

Heretofore,  the  Abbott-Costello  combo 
has  played  down  to  the  masses,  and  not 
much,  if  at  all,  to  the  more  finicky  classes 
of  pic-goers.  But  there's  fare  for  both  in 
"Hit  the  Ice."  Stark  slapstick  predominates, 
but  here  and  there  are  a  few  subtleties  in 
gags,  situations  and  pantomime.  Further- 
more, the  camerawork,  frequently  capturing 
stirring  scenic  settings,  and  feminine  pul- 
chritude and  charm  as  well,  provides  mo- 
ments of  24  carat  pleasure.  The  most 
guffaw-provoking  line  in  the  picture  bursts 
out  toward  the  finale.  It  is  delivered  by 
Bud  Abbott  to  his  roly-poly  partner  as 
the  latter  is  told  of  the  presence  of  a 
bear  sharing  the  stern  of  his  skiis  in  a 
mad  dash  of  the  couple  and  their  pursuers 
down  the  snowy  slopes  around  Sun  Valley, 
locale  of  much  of  the  action.  Maids  and 
swains  of  the  audiences  are  given  plenty 
in  the  way  of  romance,  which  is  purveyed 
by  Ginny  Simms,  Johnny  Long  (whose  ork 
is  a  big  asset  to  the  film)  Elyse  Knox, 
Patric    Knowles,    et    al. 

The  story  of  "Hit  the  Ice"  follows 
a  fairly  familiar  pattern,  recounting  the 
tracking  down  of  a  gang  of  bank  robbers 
and  bringing  them  to  justice.  Primary  as 
the  script  is,  it  is  adequate  as  a  foil  for 
the  star  laughmakers,  and  at  times  opens 
the  way  for  novel  horseplay.  Charles  La- 
mont's  direction  is  swift  and  sure.  The 
musical  numbers  are  logically  set  in.  Ex- 
hibitors who  have  been  "moose-calling" 
for  a  feature  to  make  their  patrons  forget 
troubles  of  wartime  days, — well,  there's 
such  an  "animal,"  Gentlemen,  and  here  it 
is. 

CAST:  Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Costello,  Ginny 
Simms,  Patric  Knowles,  Elyse  Knox,  Shel- 
don Leonard,  Marc  Lawrence,  Joe  Sawyer, 
Johnny   Long  and   His   Orchestra. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Charles  Lamont; 
Cameraman,  Charles  Van  Enger;  Sound 
Supervisor,  Bernard  B.  Brown;  Recorder, 
Jomes  Masterson;  Film  Editor,  Frank  Gross; 
Supervising  Art  Director,  John  B.  Goodman; 
Unit  Art  Director,  Harold  MacArthur;  Pro- 
ducer, Alex  Gottlieb;  Screenplay,  Robert 
Lees,  Frederick  Rinaldo,  John  Grant;  Orig- 
inal Story,  True  Boardman;  Musical  Director, 
Charles  Previn;  Set  Decorations,  R.  A.  Gaus- 
man,  A.  J.  Gilmore;  Musical  Supervision, 
Ted  Cain;  Musical  Numbers  by  Sammy  Lee; 
Ice  Skating  Number,  Harry  Losee;  Music 
Written  by  Harry  Revel,  Paul  Francis 
Webster. 

DIRECTION,     Fine.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Expert. 


"Submarine  Alert" 

with  Richard  Arlen,  Wendy  Barrie 
Paramount  67  Mins. 

DYNAMIC  SPY-RING  MELLER  WITH 
SOLID  STORY  AND  APPEAL  FOR  THE 
DEVOTEES  OF  ACTION. 

Thrills  and  timeliness  put  "Submarine 
Alert"  on  the  beam  for  the  devotees  of 
blood-and-thunder.  Few  of  the  recent  crop 
of  mellers  contain  as  much  action  as  this 
Japanazi  spy-ring  yarn.  Consequently,  it 
should  do  better  than  okay  in  the  houses 
whose  policy  it  is  to  show  this  type  of  at- 
traction. 

Maxwell  Shane's  screenplay  is  unflagging 
from  stem  to  stern,  while  Director  Frank 
McDonald  has  pumped  into  the  footage  all 
the  guile  essential  to  the  conveying  of  ex- 
citement and  suspense.  On  no  count  is 
this  a  pretentious  production,  and  it  isn't 
meant  to  be.  Target  is  to  get  the  onlook- 
ers upon  the  edges  of  their  theater  chairs 
and  keep  'em  there.  It  succeeds.  Richard 
Ar.'en  and  Wendy  Barrie  gives  the  opus 
two  good  marquee  names.  Nature  of  the 
story  lends  itself  well  to  exploitation.  In 
the  hands  of  the  alert  showman,  the  film, 
properly  campaigned,  will  grab  "plus"  dough, 
whether    single-    or  double-billed. 

Arlen  has  the  role  of  a  radio  technician 
who  is  duped  into  working  on  delicate 
transmitter  parts  by  an  Axis  gang,  but  who, 
when  all  the  shooting  is  over,  proves  a 
hero,  making  it  possible  for  our  planes  to 
destroy  an  enemy  sub  which  has  been 
torpedoing  U.  S.  tankers  off  shore.  In  the 
tried-and-true  fashion  of  spy  mellers,  Wendy 
Barrie  is  cast  as  a  lady  sleuth, — this  time 
an  FBI  agent — ,  who  is  in  love  with  Arlen 
and  faced  with  the  age-old  decision  of  love 
vs.  duty. 

There  are  a  number  of  grim  situations, 
along  with  some  good  lessons  to  audiences, 
chiefly  the  danger  of  loose-talk  in  wartime. 
Adequate  production  values  have  been  im- 
parted by  William  Pine  and  William  Thomas. 
Fred  Jackman,  Jr.,  turns  in  some  neat 
photography,  particularly  of  the  eerie  se- 
quences staged  within  and  around  an  old 
mill,  which  is  the  gang's  hideout  at  the 
climax. 

CAST:  Richard  Arlen,  Wendy  Barrie, 
Nils  Asther,  Roger  Pryor,  Abner  Biberman, 
Marc  Lawrence,  John  Miljan,  Patsy  Nash, 
Ralph   Sanford,    Dwight   Frey. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  William  Pine  and 
William  Thomas;  Director,  Frank  McDonald; 
Original  Screenplay,  Maxwell  Shane; 
Cameraman,   Fred  Jackman,  Jr. 

Direction,  Skilled.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Neat. 

Secor  Heads  Local  B-43 

Albany  —  Local  B-43,  back  room 
film  exchange  employes,  has  elected: 

Howard  Secor,  Vitagraph  shipper, 
president;  James  Evans,  Paramount 
shipper,  vice-president;  Will  Han- 
ley,  Columbia  shipper,  general  sec- 
retary; Doris  Senecal,  ad  sales  man- 
ager, 20th  Century-Fox,  recording 
secretary;  Katherine  Dodds,  Repub- 
lic inspectress,  sergeant-at-arms; 
Katherine  Heavenor,  20th  Century- 
Fox  inspectress,  James  Tunney, 
Universal  shipper  and  Alice  Makow- 
ski,  Universal  inspectress,  trustees. 


Women  Cops  to  Cope 
With  N.  J.  Vandalism 


{Continued  from  Page    1) 

female  sergeant  and  four  police- 
women already  on  the  force,  six 
others  will  be  added,  the  police  direc- 
tor has  announced,  so  that  a  thor- 
ough job  will  be  done  in  the  sho»!iceK 
space  of  time.  ' 

How  determined  police  authorities 
are  to  break  up  the  theater  smash- 
ing racket  and  theater  vandalism  in 
general,  is  seen  in  nearby  Maplewood 
where  four  youths  were  arraigned 
and  found  guilty  on  charges  of  ma- 
licious mischief.  Previously  arraigned 
and  given  a  warning  a  month  ago 
by  this  township's  chief  magistrate, 
the  leader  of  the  quartet  was  placed 
on  probation  for  one  year  for  his 
second  offense  while  two  others  paid 
fines  of  $25  each.  The  fourth,  under 
16,  was  given  another  scolding  with- 
out reservations. 


Dan  Greenhouse  Leaving 
RKO;  Asks  Naval  Service 


Dan  Greenhouse,  who  recently  re- 
turned from  South  America  to  enter 
the  service,  has  resigned  from  RKO, 
pending  action  on  application  for 
Naval  duty  made  in  Washington, 
where  he  stopped  over  for  that  pur- 
pose before  returning  to  the  Home 
Office   from    Santiago. 

Greenhouse  for  the  past  five  and 
a  half  years  managed  RKO's  offices 
in  Chile  and  the  Philippines.  Prev- 
iously to  RKO,  he  was  with  M-G-M 
for  approximately  five  years,  during 
which  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Co- 
lombia and  Dutch  East  Indies  of- 
fices. While  in  Chile  he  actively 
contributed  to  the  work  of  the  Co- 
ordinator of  Inter-American  Affairs, 
taking  charge  of  the  film  education- 
al program  there. 

Pending  decision  on  the  Navy  ap- 
plication, Greenhouse  will  remain  in 
New  York  City. 

Pathe  Companies  Asking 
Cost  Judgment  of  Frankel 

Cost  judgment  of  $122.60  was  filed 
by  Pathe  Film  Corp.,  and  Pathe 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  in  N.  Y.  County 
Clerk's  office  yesterday  against  Dan- 
iel Frankel,  former  salesmanager  of 
the  companies,  who  had  sought  $600,- 
000  in  commissions. 

Frankel  claimed  that  he  had  nego- 
tiated favorable  contracts  for  the 
companies  while  in  their  employ. 

A  New  York  Supreme  Court  jury 
had  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  film 
companies,  dismissing  the  complaint, 
after  a  two-week  trial. 


Set  Negro  Pic  Distribution 

Dallas — Contract  for  national  dis- 
tribution of  H.  W.  Kier's  "Marching 
On,"  all-Negro  cast  feature  pix,  is 
announced  by  John  Jenkins  and  O.  K. 
Bourgeois,  Astor  Pictures  of  Texas. 
Theater  deals  will  be  handled  for 
the  South  from  Dallas  and  Atlanta. 
Jenkins  is  negotiating  franchise 
rights  for  other  territories. 
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•   •  R€VI€WS  Of  SHORT  SUBJCCTS  *   * 


"Merchant   Convoy" 

(Panoramics) 

Columbia  10'/2   mins. 

Dramatic  and  Inspiring 

A  number  of  months  ago,  an 
agency  of  the  British  Government 
cy-de  this  footage  and  shipped  it  to 

U.   S.,  where,  in  the  privacy  of 

px  ejection  rooms,  it  was  viewed  by 
representatives  of  the  trade  and 
daily  press,  and  evoked  enthusiastic 
praise  as  a  vivid  document  of  the 
war  at  sea.  Now,  Columbia  makes 
the  film  available  to  theaters  gen- 
erally, and  it  is  highly  worthy  of 
the  wide  distribution  it  will  undoubt- 
edly receive.  It  recounts  the  excit- 
ing saga  of  the  passage  of  a  British 
convoy  through  dangerous  mine 
fields  established  to  protect  the  coun- 
try's coastal  area  from  enemy  ves- 
sels'  encroachment. 

Climax  scene  is  the  sinking  of  a 
German  submarine  by  a  ship's  deck 
gun,  manned  by  a  former  English 
merchant  seaman  who  trained  for 
just  such  an  opportunity  after  a  ship 
on  which  he  formerly  served  was 
torpedoed  from  under  him  and  his 
fellow  crew  members.  In  its  pres- 
ent form,  "Merchant  Convoy"  is 
shorter  than  in  the  original  imported 
state,  but  it  is,  if  anything,  con- 
siderably improved  because  the  ac- 
tion is  speeded  up.  It  will  go  well 
in  any  theater. 


"Inflation" 

(M-G-M    Special) 

M-G-M  17   mins. 

Powerhouse   Short 

If  the  Motion  Picture  Academy 
decides  to  award  laurels  for  the  best 
performnace  in  a  short  subject  (and 
on  a  vital  subject)  by  an  actor  dur- 
ing 1943,  Edward  Arnold's  histrionics 
in  "Inflation"  is  clearly  eligible  of 
nomination.  Therein,  he  essays  the 
role  of  the  Devil, — Hitler's  business 
partner.  Subject  shows  the  tremen- 
dous danger  the  American  people  face 
by  any  act  or  action  which  would 
tend  to  bring  on  inflation, — paticu- 
larly  the  sinking  of  money  into  items 
of  luxury  living  instead  of  War 
Bonds. 

"Inflation"  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  powerful  shorts  of  this  or  any 
other  year.  It  is  a  "must"  for  every 
house  from  coast  to  coast,  great  or 
small.  Exhibitors  everywhere  should 
clear  their  screens  to  give  it  proper 
and  deserved  playing  time.  Presen- 
tation of  it  gives  the  showman  a  fine 
marquee  name.  Also  in  booking  it, 
theatermen  will  provide  much  more 
than  dramatic  entertainment  via 
Arnold's  performance.  They  will  in 
fact  be  peforming  a  real  service  to 
their  country. 


"War  Townl' 

OWI-WAC  10  mins. 

Well-Made,  Informative 

Among  the  abrupt  changes  the  war 
has  wrought  on  American  cities  and 
towns  is  the  abnormal  concentration 
of  workers  in  such  communities, 
some*  of  which  were  unprepared  to 


house  them  properly  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  conflict.  In  many  instances, 
the  sudden  influx  was  so  great  that 
members  of  our  home  front  Army 
were  without  healthful  shelter,  es- 
sential sanitation,  and  other  neces- 
sities requisite  to  health,  good  living 
conditions,  and  convenient  transpor- 
tation. But  Uncle  Sam  stepped  in 
and  quickly  and  effectively  rectified 
the  situation.  Mobile,  Ala.,  is  shown 
as  an  example  of  this  rectification. 
There  the  shipbuilding  industry  at- 
tracted swarms  of  workers.  Now 
the  city  is  adjusted  to  the  exigency. 
How  this  was  accomplished  in  de- 
lineated in  "War  Town,"  new  OWI- 
WAC  reel,  release  date  of  which  was 
June  24.  It  is  a  well-made  and  very 
informative  short. 


"Jump,  Fish,  Jump" 

Columbia  9   Mins. 

Good 

The  excitement  of  fishing  for  the 
deep-sea  fellows  is  well  conveyed 
by  this  footage,  which  was  shot  in 
Florida  waters.  There  are  included 
in  the  film  several  tussles  with  mar- 
lin  that  are  packed  with  thrills.  Al- 
though the  subject  is  old  stuff,  it 
still  manages  to  be  something  to 
hold  the  attention  firmly.  Bill  Stern 
is  the  commentator.  The  direction 
is  by  Harry  Foster. 


"Sky  Science 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Good 

Pete  Smith  clicks  again  with  a 
short  dealing  with  the  study  and 
science  that  goes  into  the  planning 
of  the  American  airplane  to  make  it 
the  most  efficient  fighting  machine 
possible.  Audiences  will  be  instructed 
as  well  as  entertained  by  this  insight 
into  the  laboratory  work  involved  in 
the  manufacture  of  war  planes.  This 
is  a  subject  of  vast  interest. 


"Jackwabbit  and  the  Beanstalk" 

(Merrie  Melodies  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  Mins. 

Action  and  Mirth 

Enjoying  the  fantastic  locale  and 
atmosphere  of  the  "Jack  and  the 
Beanstalk"  fairy  tale,  this  Techni- 
color cartoon  stars  the  obstreperous 
Bugs  Bunny.  There  is  plenty  of 
horseplay  coupled  with  bright  ac- 
tion and  mirth-provoking  dialogue 
as  Bugs  badgers  the  giant  dwelling 
in  his  sky  kingdom.  Latter  is  clear- 
ly on  the  dumb  side,  making  him  an 
easy  target  for  the  rabbit's  pranks. 
Finale  finds  the  colossus  hurtled 
headlong  to  earth.  Offering  is  on  a 
par  with  the  better  Leon  Schlesinger 
tab  productions.  Following  which 
Bugs  Bunny  has  among  cartoon  fans 
makes  the  pic  a  desirable  addition 
to  stands'  programs. 


"Tree  For  Two" 

(Color  Rhapsody) 

Columbia  7  mins. 

Better   Than   Average 

Producer    Dave    Fleischer    contin- 
ues herewith  the  amusing  Fox  and 


Crow  series  in  Technicolor.  Rey- 
nard this  time  is  in  the  role  of  a  tree 
surgeon,  who,  spotting  a  decaying 
monarch  of  the  forest,  decides  to  re- 
pair it.  The  hollow  trunk  with  nu- 
merous exits  is  used  by  the  Crow 
as  his  home,  and  the  latter  refuses 
to  be  dispossessed.  There  are  some 
mirthful  situations  and  lively  dia- 
logue between  the  principals.  In  the 
end,  the  tree  is  more  of  a  wreck 
than  ever.  Reel  is  better  than  av- 
erage cartoon  subject  and  will  please 
lots  of  people,  old  and  young. 


"Farm  Hands" 
(Our  Gang  Comedy) 
M-G-M  11  mins. 

Too  Fantastic 

Since  silent  days,  the  Our  Gang 
series  has  been  institutional  in  the 
shorts  field,  and  achieved  its  pres- 
ent populaiity  via  presenting  the 
amusing  side  of  youngsters'  behavior, 
which  is  a  sure-fire  and  basically 
good  angle  with  the  entiie  public. 
•'Farm  Hands"  will  get  laughs,  and 
be  enjoyed  by  many  fans,  but  this 
reviewer  holds  it  a  breach  of  show- 
manship to  inject  flagrant  slapstick 
and  situations  which,  as  depicted,  de- 
stroy the  realism  which  is  the  main 
asset,  as  well  as  tradition,  of  the 
series.  The  wild  mule  ride  and  the 
bale-ing  of  the  Gang  members  are 
pure  fantasy,  and  not  even  achieved 
by  good  screen  mechanics.  A  more 
logical  story,  and  the  timeliness  of 
the  topic,  might  have  made  "Farm 
Hands"  a  fine  short  instead  of  one 
with  shortcomings. 


"Message  From  Malta" 

OWI-WAC  10   mins. 

Record  of  Heroism 

With  action  in  the  Mediterranean 
moving  to  a  climax,  following  the 
Allied  occupation  of  North  Africa 
and  the  recent  subjugation  by  air 
power  of  the  Italian  isle  of  Pan- 
tellria,  "Message  from  Malta"  packs 
lots  of  interest  in  the  heroic  stand 
which  the  British  island  staged  for 
three  long  years  under  constant 
aerial  attack  by  Axis  forces, — and 
held  out.  Scenes  show  the  intensity 
and  frequency  of  the  Nazi  and  Fas- 
cist assaults,  the  tenific  damage  sus- 
tained, and  the  stoic  mode  of  exist- 
ence the  inhabitants  underwent. 
Audiences  will  get  a  thrill  of  both 
pride  and  satisfaction  from  this 
authentic  film  record.  Throughout,  it 
is  rousing  stuff. 


"Screen  Snapshots" 

(No.  9 
Columbia  10  mins. 

Exploitable    Offering 

Radio's  (and,  on  occasion,  the 
screen's)  Fibber  McGee  &  Molly  hold 
forth  in  this  tab  reel  generally  de- 
voted to  film  stars'  entertainment  of 
the  armed  forces.  Opening  sequence, 
however,  is  of  luminaries  attending 
Motion  Picture  Country  House,  fol- 
lowed by  scenes  of  Duke  Ellington's 
birthday  party,  and  more  star  guests. 
At  the  Leemore  Field  festivities,  in 


addition  to  Fibber  and  Molly  are 
ventriloquess  Shirley  Dinsdale, 
George  Harvey,  Helene  Heller,  and 
the  Kings  Men.  Reel  has  consider- 
able merit  and  is  exploitable. 


"Memories  of  Australia" 

(FitzPatrick  Miniature) 

M-G-M  10    mins. 

Ace  Travelogue 

With  the  continent  Down  Under 
in  the  vortex  of  the  war,  this  color 
reel,  representing  footage  made  by 
FitzPatrick  just  prior  to  the  con- 
flict's outbreak  imparts  the  full 
flavor  of  the  wholesome  life  and 
beauty  which  prevailed  there,  and 
still  does.  Scenes  of  life-saving  drill, 
love  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  out- 
doors and  the  sports  it  affords,  as 
well  as  the  metropolitan  character 
of  the  larger  cities  and  the  scenic 
beauties  that  abound,  are  featured. 
Interesting  also  are  the  views  made 
in  the  zoo.  Color  is  effectively  em- 
ployed throughout.  Put  it  down  as 
an  ace  travelogue  whose  sequences 
will  live  again  in  fact  with  the  com- 
ing of  Victory. 


"Men  Working  Together" 

(America    Speaks    Victory    Short) 

Columbia  10  mins. 

Fine  Stuff 

This  tab  production  demonstrates 
how  effectively  human  interest  can 
be  injected  into  a  short  to  make  it 
novel  entertainment  and,  at  the  same 
time,  be  an  aid  and  inspiration  to 
the  war  effort.  The  actual  steel 
worker  who  is  seen  in  company  of 
a  soldier  and  sailor  on  the  widely 
circulated  poster  "Men  Working  To- 
gether" is  photographed  at  work. 
Scene  shifts  to,  the  planning  of  the 
poster  in  Washington,  and  its  com- 
pletion. The  soldier  and  sailor, 
whose  photos  were  selected  for  use, 
are  subsequently  taken  to  the  mill 
to  meet  the  steel  worker.  They  all 
pose  together,  duplicating  in  real 
life  the  poster  itself.    It's  fine  stuff. 


"Scenic  Oregon" 

(FitzPatrick    Traveltalk) 

M-G-M  9  Mins. 

Grand    Subject 

This  second  in  the  chain  of  Pa- 
cific Coast  states,  magnificently 
photographed  in  Technicolor  by 
James  FitzPatrick,  is  an  ideal  sub- 
ject for  screens  currently,  in  that 
it  provides  vicarious  diversions  for 
the  theater-chair  traveler  at  a  time 
when  transportation  restrictions 
make  it  virtually  impossible  to 
journey  to  America's  scenic  wonder- 
lands, and,  too,  because  the  footage 
makes  our  citizens  realize  how  great- 
ly the  United  States  is  endowed 
with  natural  beauties, — and  so  very 
worth  fighting  for.  Views  of  the 
Columbia  River  and  King  Salmon 
are  highly  interesting,  and  the  se- 
quences of  famed  Crater  Lake  Na- 
tional Park  eye-filling.  This  is 
among  the  top  jobs  done  by  Fitz- 
Patrick, filmdom's   Marco   Polo. 
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HEAT  WAVE  FAILS  TO^  DENT  BIG-CITY  BIZ 

No  Let  Up  in  War  Story  Production  in  Last  Half 


Studios  Keep  Up  Pace  of 
Scripting  But  Some  Pix 
Lean  to  Comedy  Side 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Judging  from  present 
?tory  preparations,  there  will  be  lit- 
tle let  up  in  the  production  of  war 
-tories  during  the  last  six  months  of 
1943,  although  some  of  the  pictures 
will  lean  to  the  comedy  side. 

Twentieth-Fox    has    an    imposing 

list  of  martial  properties,  headed  by 

The  Eve  Of  St.  Mark."    It  will  also 

make  "Only  The  Stars  Are  Neutral" 

and  "The  Last  Train  From  Berlin." 

Paramount  has  "The  Story  Of  Dr. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Crescent  Silent  on 
Any  D  of  J  Appeal 


Nashville — "Not  ready  to  say  any- 
thing yet  about  an  appeal,"  was  the 
answer  of  George  H.  Armistead,  Jr., 
chief  counsel  for  Crescent  when  in- 
formed about  the  statement  of  Tom 
C.  Clark,  new  assistant  U.  S.  At- 
torney General,  in  charge  of  the 
anti-trust  division  of  the  D  of  J, 
that  he  was  not  satisfied  about  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Roberts  Named  Manager 
Of  March  of  Time  Sales 


George  A.  Roberts  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  March  of  Time  sales 
iilepartment,  a  newly  created  post  in 
20th  Century-Fox.     Roberts  f ormer- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Profession"  Heads 
For  $112,000  Week 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  is  heading 
for  a  $112,000  gross  on  the  first 
week  of  M-G-M's  "The  Youngest 
Profession,"  G.  S.  Eyssell,  managing 
director,  estimated  after  a  week-end 
in  which  $70,000  was  recorded  at 
the  box-office  in  four  days.  The 
combined  screen  and  stage  program 
played  to  90,403  persons  in  its  first 
four  days. 


Seek  Dismissal  of  Indictments  Against  Six 

Alleged  Extortionists;  Hearings  Tomorrow 

Motions  to  quash  the  indictment  against  the  six  alleged  Chicago  gangsters 
charged  with  extorting  more  than  $1,000,000  from  the  film  industry  were  filed 
in  New  York  Federal  Court  yesterday  by  James  D.  C.  Murray,  defense  attorney. 
Dismissal  is  sought  on  the  ground  that  the  action  is  outlawed  by  the  statute 
of  limitations.  Arguments  on  the  motions  will  be  heard  before  Federal  Judge 
Murray  Hulbert  tomorrow. 

Murray  claims  that  none  of  the  acts  alleged  in  the  indictment,  was  com- 
mitted within  three  years  of  the  date  the  indictment  was  filed,  March  18,  1943. 


Say  "Ceiling"  Bill 
Has  Sponsors  Ready 


Boston — A  group  of  independent 
theater  owners  who  are  pressing  for 
a  "ceiling"  law  on  film  rentals  have 
received  word  from  several  Con- 
gressmen expressing  willingness  to 
sponsor  the  measure,  it  was  reported 
here   yesterday. 

George  Farnum,  attorney  for  the 
group,  has  indicated  that  the  bill 
may  be  presented  before  this  Con- 
gress adjourns.     If  it  doesn't  reach 

(Continued  on  Page   7) 

Allied's  Board  to  Hold 
Balto.  Meeting  in  Aug. 


Next  quarterly  meeting  of  Allied's 
board  of  directors  will  be  held  in 
Baltimore  on  Aug.  11  and  12.  It 
is  expected  that  the  board  will  take 
a  more  definite  stand  on  proposed 
changes  in  the  consent  decree  and 
that  further  developments  in  the 
(Continued  on  Page   7) 


Jules  Levey  to  Make 
5  For  Release  by  UA 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Jules  Levey,  indepen- 
dent producer,  has  completed  ar- 
rangements with  United  Artists 
whereby  he  will  produce  five  pictures 
to  be  released  by  that  company,  Ed- 
ward C.  Raftery,  president,  an- 
nounced here  yesterday.  Under  the 
terms  of  his  contract,  Levey  will 
deliver  at  least  one  feature  produc- 
tion a  year. 

In  signing  the  contract,  Levey  an- 

(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Exhibs.  Requiring  Relief 
Getting  It,  Says  Rodgers 

M-G-M  exhibitor  customers  who 
appeared  to  be  deserving  of  relief 
due  to  economic  conditions  received 
the  required  help,  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager,  declared  in 
a  letter  to  Aforam  F.  Myers,  Allied 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Chi.  Bond  Sales -18  Million 

Theaters  to  Launch  Extra  Summer  Drive 


To  Stress  Women  in  War 
In  "So  Proudly"  Plans 


Plans  for  the  selling  approach  to 
the  public  of  "So  Proudly  We  Hail," 
one  of  the  most  important  pictures 
on  Paramount's  schedule  this  year, 
were  outlined  at  an  all-day  meeting 
of  theater  advertising  and  publicity 
heads,   Paramount  district   advertis- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Chicago  —  Chicago  theaters  sold 
$18,167,959  in  War  Bonds  and 
Stamps  during  the  year  ended  May 
31,  according  to  Mrs.  C.  R.  Walls  of 
the  Treasury  staff  here. 

The  B  &  K  circuit  led  the  Chicago 
district  with  a  total  sale  of  $8,618,- 
270.  The  Warner  circuit  was  second 
with  $1,097,801.  The  Essaness  houses 
turned  in  $441,840. 

In  May  of  this  year,  the  B  &  K 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Receipts  Off  Considerably 
In  Small  Towns;  Gross 
Up  in  Some  Eastern  Spots 


Current  heat  wave  which  has  been 
topping  previous  Weather  Bureau 
records  has  had  a  divided  effect  on 
theater  attendance,  a  checkup  yes- 
terday revealed.  Despite  the  fact 
that  more  than  a  million  persons 
migrated  to  nearby  New  York 
beaches,  Broadway  business  held  up 
over  the  week-end. 

Reports  from  the  larger  Eastern 
cities  indicated  that  grosses  had  not 
dipped  materially,  and  in  many  cases 
had  gone  up  since  the  heat  wave  in- 
vaded   the   East.      Indications   were 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Senate  May  Report 
Today  on  OWI  Stand 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  Senate  Appro- 
priations Committee  is  hoping  that 
it  can  report  to  the  Senate  the  War 
Agencies  appropriations  bill  today, 
including  its  recommendations  for 
the  OWI.  Hearings  were  held  on 
the  OWI  Saturday  and  yesterday 
with    OWI    officials   being   examined 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


N.  J.  Allied  Launches 
Annual  Parleys  Today 


Annual  convention  of  New  Jersey 
Allied  and  the  annual  Eastern  reg- 
ional conference  of  Allied  execs,  open 
today    at    the    Hollywood    Hotel    in 

(Continued  on   Page   7) 


20th-Fox  to  Take 

Holiday  Tomorrow 

Nearly  1,000  reservations  have 
been  received  from  members  of  the 
20th  Century-Fox  Home  Office  Fam- 
ily Club  for  the  first  annual  outing 
and  boat  ride  to  Bear  Mountain, 
tomorrow.  The  home  office  building 
will  close  at  noon  and  the  Hudson 
River  Dayliner  "Peter  Stuyvesant"  is 
scheduled  to  leave  42nd  Street  at 
12:45  p.m. 
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remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117, 
9-7118,  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address: 
Filmday,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  520  Third  St.  N.W.,  Phone  District  1253. 
LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film 
Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St.,  W.  I.  PARIS— 
P.  A.  Harle,  Le  Film,  29  Rue  Marsouian  (12). 
HAVANA — Mary  Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes 
214.  HONOLULU  —  Eileen  O'Brien. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Dr.  Walter  P.  Schuck, 
Casillo  de  Correo  1929.  MEXICO  CITY— 
Marco-Aurelio  Galindo,  Apartado  8817,  Mex- 
ico, D.  F. 


FINANCIAL 


{Monday,  June  28) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 16         16         16         

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%)  19        183/4     183/4—     1/4 

Col.     Picts.     pfd 401/s     39        40'/g   +  1% 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 3  3  3         

Con.    Fm.    pfd M%     17Vi     173/4  +     Vi 

East.  Kodak  166&  166       166      —1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 23  Vi     223,4     223^     

Loew's,  Inc 60 Vi     59%     595/8  —  ll/2 

Paramount    27%     27 Vi     27%  —     % 

RKO    95/8       9i/4       91/4  —     1/4 

RKO    $6    pfd 95         95         95      —     % 

20th    Century-Fox    ..21%     21         21  

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  321/2     32y4     32%     

Univ.   Pict.   pfd 

Warner  Bros 15         1434     15         

do  pfd 88l/2     88 1/4     88 1/4  —     1/4 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Para.    B'way    3s55 ...   773/8     773/8     773/8  —     l/8 

Para.   Picts.  deb.  4s56 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

IOII/2  IOII/4  IOII/4  —     1/4 
NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...     3%       3%       3%  —     i/8 

Radio-Keith    cvs.     ...      1%       13/4       13^      

Sonotone  Corp 3/2       31/2       3  Vi     

Technicolor    13         12%     13  

Trans-Lux     3%       3  3       —     1/4 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 19V4     19%     19%—     .. 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 763,4     79'/4 


Engagement  Announced 

Engagement  of  Miss  Dorothy 
Brennan,  Barnard  College  junior, 
has  been  announced  by  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Brennan  of 
Rockville  Center,  L.  I.,  to  Lieut. 
Robert  M.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Signal 
Corps,  son  of  L.  H.  Mitchell  of 
The  Film  Daily  staff.  Father  of 
Lieut.  Mitchell's  fiancee  is  attorney 
for  Hempstead  Township,  Nassau 
County. 


Cantor's  First  for  RKO 
To  be  Ready  Christmas 

"Show  Business,"  the  RKO  Radio 
musical  which  will  mark  Eddie  Can- 
tor's debut  as  a  producer,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  release 
"around  Christmas,"  it  was  an- 
nounced by  the  comedian  yesterday 
at  a  trade  press  interview  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  upon  his  arrival 
from  the  Coast  on  his  first  Eastern 
visit  in  some  two  years.  Cantor 
closed  his  deal  with  the  studio  in 
April. 

The  film,  which  Cantor  will  write 
as  well  as  appear  in,  will  be  a  saga 
of  show  business,  the  comedian  dis- 
closed. Cantor  said  that  the  pic- 
ture would  touch  on  the  contribu- 
tion of  show  business  to  the  nation's 
war  effort  in  spanning  the  period 
from  World  War  I  to  World  War  II. 

In  explaining  the  content  of  the 
film,  Cantor  asserted  that  "this  is 
a  period  of  great  nostalgia" — a  per- 
iod in  which  "people  like  to  hear 
songs  that  stir  the  memory  a  little 
bit."  He  said  he  intended  to  sing 
only  songs  he  introduced  "15,  18,  20 
years  ago." 

It  was  intimated  by  Cantor  that, 
while  the  contract  was  for  only  one 
film,  there  was  a  possibility  it  would 
be  extended  should  the  results  of  his 
initial  effort  as  a  producer  prove 
atisfactory. 

OPA  Hopes  No  Further  Cut 
In  Gas  Rationing  Needed 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Theater  operators 
who  have  managed  to  figure  out 
just  how  gasoline  rationing  affects 
their  box  office  "take"  need  not 
worry  about  another  change  in  ra- 
tioning regulations,  according  to 
Price  Administrator  Prentiss  M. 
Brown.  The  OPA  chief  said  yester- 
day that  he  hopes  enough  gasoline 
can  be  brought  into  the  Eastern  area 
to  eliminate  the  necessity  for  further 
reduction  in  civilian  driving.  Final 
responsibility,  he  pointed  out,  rests 
however  with  the  Office  of  the  Petro- 
leum Administrator  for  War. 

Reviewing  the  various  cuts  already 
enforced  in  the  East,  resulting  some 
weeks  back  in  another  ban  on  pleas- 
ure driving,  Brown  said  he  hopes 
further  reduction  will  not  be  found 
necessary.  Relaxation  of  the  ra- 
tioning restrictions,  however,  is  not 
looked  for  in  the  near  future.  There 
is  a  growing  feeling  here  that  civi- 
lian pleasure  driving  is  out  for  the 
duration. 


Smith-Howell  Cuts  Deliveries 

Buffalo  —  Smith  &  Howell  Film 
Service  has  dropped  its  out-Friday 
and  in-Saturday  run  on  all  routes — 
those  to  Rochester,  Binghamton  and 
Hornell — to  cut  operations  to  com- 
ply with  latest  restrictions  on  use  of 
gasoline.  Only  a  few  houses  run- 
ning a  single  day  on  Saturdays  are 
affected   by  the  trucking  cut. 

To  Appeal  Arbitration  Verdict 

Chicago — The  Savannah  Theater 
Company,  which  lost  its  arbitration 
case,  will  appeal  the  verdict,  Van 
Nomikos  reported  yesterday. 
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Theater  Men  Join  Drive 
For  V.  C.  Hospital  Fund 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DALLY 

Hollywood — Prominent  figures  in 
Southern  California-Arizona  theater 
circles  hold  committee  posts  to  di- 
rect the  $100,000  drive  of  Los  An- 
geles Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  25  to 
build  and  equip  the  world's  largest 
premature  birth  station  at  Cedars  of 
Lebanon  hospital. 

Audience  collections  will  be  held 
in  more  than  400  theaters,  opening 
at  San  Diego.  The  Los  Angeles 
area  collection  gets  under  way  to- 
morrow. Independent  and  circuit 
operators  have  pledged  100  per  cent 
co-operation  in  achieving  the  most 
ambitious  financial  goal  ever  set  for 
a   Variety   Club  charitable  project. 

Fred  Stein  heads  the  campaign 
committee,  working  in  close  co-op- 
eration with  Dave  Bershon,  veteran 
Southern  California  showman,  who 
is  chairman  of  the  club's  heart  com- 
mittee. All  arrangements  for  the 
campaign  have  been  closely  super- 
vised by  Chief  Barker  Charles  P. 
Skouras,  who  confidently  stated  that 
"we  have  gone  over  the  top  in  col- 
lection drives  for  many  war  and 
charitable  funds  and  we  are  going  to 
do  it  again." 

The  drive  committee  is  headed  by 
Lou  Halper.  Other  members  include 
Skouras,  Robert  H.  Poole,  Lou  Metz- 
ger,  Jack  Berman,  Al  Galston,  Hugh 
Bruen,  Harry  Hace,  Milton  Arthur, 
Al  Hanson  and  Duke  Clark. 


RKO  Declares  Dividend 
Of  $2  on  6%  Preferred 

The  board  of  directors  of  RKO 
Corporation  yesterday  afternoon  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  $2  per  share  on 
its  6  per  cent  preferred  stock  pay- 
able Aug.  2  to  holders  of  record  at 
the  close  of  business  on  July  20. 
This  dividend  consists  of  $1.00  to 
complete  payment  of  the  accrual  for 
the  quarter  ended  July  31,  1940  and 
$1.00  of  the  accrual  for  the  quarter 
ended  October  31,  1940. 

Payment  of  this  dividend  will 
leave  accrued  and  unpaid  preferred 
dividends  as  of  Aug.  1,  1943,  in  the 
amount   of   $17   per   share. 


New  Pine-Thomas  Contract 
Boosts  Output  to  Eight 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  H.  Pine  and 
William  C.  Thomas  will  produce  eight 
for  Paramount  during  the  coming 
year.  Under  a  new  agreement,  their 
schedule  is  boosted  to  include  three 
musicals  and  two  extra  budget  fea- 
tures in  addition  to  three  war  sub- 
jects teaming  Chester  Morris  and 
Russell  Hayden. 

Empire  Motions  Denied 

By  a  decision  handed  down  by  Jus- 
tice John  H.  McCooey,  Jr.,  of  the 
Kings  County  Supreme  Court,  the 
motions  made  by  Empire  State  Mo- 
tion Picture  Operators'  Union,  Inc., 
and  the  other  defendants,  to  dismiss 
Century's  complaint  against  them 
were  denied.  Century  has  procured 
an  injunction  restraining  Empire 
from  taking  any  steps  to  dissolve. 


COmillG  and  come 


TOM  CONNORS  and  MURRAY  SILVERSTONE 
leave   Hollywood  Thursday  for   New  York. 

ED  PESKAY,  Eastern  rep.  of  Edward  Small 
Productions   arrives   in   Hollywood   today. 

HAL  B.  WALLIS,  co-producer  of  Irving  Ber- 
lin's "This  is  the  Army,"  BERLIN  and  MICHAEL 
CURTIZ,  director,  arrive  from  the  Coast  today 
for  conferences  in  connection  with  the  >'  T 
premiere  of  the  picture. 

NAT  FELLMAN,  of  the  Warner  Circuit  ^ilrn 
buying   dept.    returns   from    Cleveland    tomorrow. 

ED  GARDNER  leaves  for  Hollywood  tomorrow 
to   enact   his   role,  Archie,   in   "Duffy's  Tavern.' 

ABE  BURROWS,  MacBENOFF  and  PARKE  LEVY, 
who  did  the  screenplay  of  the  Jack  Skirball-Leo 
Spitz  UA  release,  "Duffy's  Tavern,"  leave  for 
the  Coast  early  next  week. 

EDDIE  CANTOR  will  be  in  Baltimore  on  the 
Fourth  to  help  launch  the  George  M.  Cohan  at 
the   Bethlehem   Shipyards. 

HERBERT  T.  SILVERBERC  is  at  the  St.  Regis. 

H.  ALLEN  SMITH,  is  due  on  the  Coast  Thurs- 
day  to   do   a    Bob   Hope  original   for   Paramount.  I 

ARTHUR   GOLDBURG,    B   &  K   counsel,   was  aj 
New  York  visitor  yesterday. 

PHIL  BAKER  is  en  route  from  the  Coast. 

STANLEY  NEAL,  president  of  Associated  Fil- 
makers,    Inc.,    leaves   for  Ottawa   tomorrow. 

DAVE  ROSE,  Paramount's  chief  in  England, 
arrived   yesterday. 

ZACH  FREEDMAN  returned  yesterday  from 
Hollywood. 


: 
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"U"  Stockholder  Asks 
For  Summary  Judgment 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Judge  Paul 
Leahy  of  the  Federal  District  Court, 
today  will  hear  a  plaintiff  motion 
for  summary  judgment  filed  by  Do- 
rette  A.  Wise  of  Red  Bank,  N.  J., 
against  Universal  Corp.,  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  Standard  Capital  Co., 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Paul  G.  Brown, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg  and  others.  Ac- 
tion involves  a  move  on  the  part 
of  Miss  Wise  to  prevent  the  merg- 
ing of  Universal  Corp.  and  Universal 
Pictures  Co.  which  was  completed 
here  last  Friday  when  the  stock- 
holders approved  the  plan. 

A  copy  of  the  merger  agreement 
was  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
at  Dover  on  Friday.  Under  the 
agreement,  Universal  Corp.  acquires 
the  business  and  assets  and  assumes 
the  liabilities  of  the  picture  com- 
pany. Purpose  of  the  plan,  accord- 
ing to  Board  Chairman  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin  is  to  increase  efficiency,  sim- 
plify the  corporate  organization  and 
to  make  earnings  more  readily  avail- 
able to  stockholders  by  eliminating 
arrears  on  the  two  outstanding  pre- 
ferred  stocks. 


20th-Fox  to  Tradeshow 
"Bomber's  Moon"  July  7 


Trade  screenings  of  20th  Century- 
Fox's  "Bomber's  Moon"  will  be  held 
in  all  exchange  centers  on  July  7 
at  10:30  a.m.  Showings  will  be  held 
in  Fox  screening  rooms  except  in 
St.  Louis  where  the  picture  will  be 
shown  in  the  Srenco  Screening  Room 
and  in  Portland  where  it  will  be 
shown  at  the  Star   Film  Exchange. 
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LATEST 'VARIETY  REPORTS    OK   BQGAR 
IN  "ACTION    IN  THE  NORTH    ATLANTIC 


w^r 


NTLY  BIG!  4TH  WEEK  VERY  CLOSI 
MORE  WEEKS!  WASHINGTON,  EARL 

-'ACTION'  IS  TOPS  WITI 
A  SOCKFUL  OF  DOUGH 
NEWARK,  BRANFORl 
-BOGART  ON  THE  WAY  Tl 

TURDY  2ND  WEEK  AFTER  SOCK  INITIAL  STANZA!  PHILADELPHIA 

AS1BAUM-  STRONG  3RD  WEEK  AFTER  STOUT  TWO  WEEKS 

)S  ANGELES  (3  HOUSES)  - 

OWNTOWN,  HOLLYWOOD, 

ILTERN- 2ND  WEEK  HEFTY,! 

1ST  WEEK'S  GROSSES  GREAT! 


. 


Mow**-*     f 

UMPHREY  BOGART  •  RAYMOND  MASSEY  •  ALAN  HALE -"ACTION  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC"-,  juue  bishop  .  dane  ciark  ^^^^^l&^SS.&SZ 

Join  July  WAR  STAMP  Drive! 


THE  SENSATIONAL 
STORY  OF  ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST 
CONSPIRACIES  IN  HISTORY! 


APPOINTMENT    IN    BERLI 

GEORGE  SANDERS  ■  MARGUERITE  CHAPMAN 

ONSLOW    STEVENS   •  GALE    SONDERGAARD 


Screen     Play     by    Horace    McCoy    and    Michael     Hogan     •      Directed     by    ALFRED     E.    GREEN 

tta**fc..  A       COLUMBIA       PICTURE 


Produced    by    SAMUEL     BISCHOFF 


JOIN  SHANGRI-LA  WAR  STAMP  DRIVE  DURING  JULY! 
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Crescent  Silent  on 
Any  D  of  J  Appeal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
decree  in  the  Crescent  suit  and  might 
appeal  for  the  plaintiff.  A  copy  of 
The  Film  Daily  containing  the 
Clark-  story  was  furnished  Judge 
Elmer  D.  Davies. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  special  assistant 
to  the  Attorney  General,  came  in 
yesterday  with  memorandum  replies 
to  petitions  of  two  stockholders  in 
the  corporations  affected  by  the 
divestiture  order — that  of  Mrs.  Katie 
L.  Rhulander,  50  per  cent  stockhold- 
er in  Lawrenceburg  Theaters,  Inc., 
Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  and  a  Mr. 
Hobbs,  50  per  cent  stockholder  in  the 
Kentucky  Amusement  Co.,  Inc., 
Elizabethton,  Ky.  The  remaining 
stock  in  both  of  these  corporations 
is  held,  and  must  be  disposed  of, 
by  terms  of  the  decree,  by  the  Rock- 
wood  Amusement  Co. 

Wright's  answer  to  both  petitions  con- 
tained the  contention  that  the  applicant  has 
no  standing:  to  attack  the  relief  granted  the 
plaintiff  in  the  decree,  and  that  the  claims 
of  the  applicants  are  without  equity.  In  the 
memorandums  he  cited  legal  opinions  to 
the  effect  that  in  corporation  litigations  the 
corporate  stockholders  are  represented  by  the 
corporation  and  are  not  entitled  to  separate 
representation,  claiming  that  the  lease  of 
Lawrenceburg  Theaters,  Inc.,  on  the  "build- 
ing which  is  owned  by  Mrs.  Rhulander  is 
not  affected  by  the  decree  or  the  divestiture 
order. 

Wright  contended  that  the  effect  of  man- 
agerial problems  created  by  the  sale  of  its 
interest  by  Rockwood  is  purely  conjectural 
and  that  any  financial  losses  feared  by  the 
petitioners  are  also  clearly  hypothetical.  He 
insisted  that  both  Mrs.  Rhulander  and 
Hobbs  profited  greatly  by  their  connection 
with  Rockwood  and  Crescent,  and  that  their 
corporations,  through  this  tieup,  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  activities  which  led  to  the 
plaintiff's  sustainment  of  charges.  In  the 
charges  of  anti-trust  violation  by  Rockwood 
and  Crescent,  Wright  contended  that  the 
same  advantages  over  independent  competi- 
tion in  these  situations  will  continue  if  the 
divestiture  order  is  not  carried  out.  The 
memorandum  stated  that  the  Kentucky 
Amusement  Co.,  profited  particularly  through 
Crescent's   franchise   with   Warner  Bros. 

Judge  Elmer  D.  Davies  is  back  at  his 
desk  after  two  weeks  out  of  the  city  and 
is  expected  to  act  soon  on  a  defense  motion 
and  the  three  petitions  which  have  been 
filed. 


Offer  Chi.  Janitors  Old  Pact 

Chicago — Allied  Theaters'  manage- 
ment has  offered  to  renew  theater 
janitors'  labor  contract  for  two  years 
on  the  old  basis,  with  no  wage  in- 
creases. 


Nelson     Eddy 

Robert  Frazer 

Harry  Lachman 

Richard    Batchcller 


Sally   Weinstein 

A.  J.  Crady 
A.  C.  Schroth 
William    Ross 


P.  R.  Wage  Board  to 
Probe  Pix  Industry 

San  Juan  (By  Air  Mail,  Passed  by 
Censor) — Theater  business  is  one 
of  the  next  two  industries  to  be  in- 
vestigated by  the  Minimum  Wage 
Board  of  Puerto  Rico.  -  Board  has 
defined  theater  business  as  any 
place  where  plays  or  art  productions 
are  presented  by  actors  or  singers, 
or  where  moving  pictures  are  shown, 
for  profit.  Wages  will  be  fixed  for 
ell  employes  except  managers.  Board 
will  seek  candidates  for  the  special 
committees   to   be   set  up. 

Preliminary  studies  made  by  the 
Board  show  that  there  are  128  movie 
houses  in  Puerto  Rico  with  an  un- 
determined number  of  employes,  some 
of  whom  earn  only  $4  a  week. 


Senate  May  Report 
Today  on  OWI  Stand 
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most  of  the  time.  Aside  from  the 
OWI  officials,  the  only  others  heard 
on  the  agency  were  two  advertising 
men  and  President  Neville  Miller  of 
the  NAB. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  Sen- 
ators were  not  noticeably  hostile 
toward  the  motion  picture  bureau, 
although  there  were  reports  the  Sen- 
ators intended  to  cut  it  out  from 
the  OWI.  Strong  industry  support, 
however,  may  have  modified  their 
feeling.  Neither  Lowell  Mellett  nor 
Arch  Mercey,  assistant  chief  of  the 
motion  picture  bureau,  testified,  but 
others  in  OWI  are  believed  to  have 
covered  their  operations  thoroughly. 

It  is  still  believed  here  that  the  domestic 
branch  will  be  restored  by  the  Senate,  pos- 
sibly with  more  than  the  $5,500,000  recom- 
mended for  it  by  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee,  with  the  sum  voted  by  the  Sen- 
ate then  pared  down  by  the  House. 

In  the  meantime,  Mellett  said  yesterday 
that  no  new  production  projects  have  been 
started  by  the  bureau  since  the  House  vote 
of  June  18,  but  he  added  that  he  did  not 
believe  anything  new  would  have  been  start- 
ed in  the  last  10  days  anyhow.  The  bureau 
is  working  right  along  with  the  productions 
already  under  way,  he  said.  In  the  event 
that  the  worst  happens — that  funds  be  cut 
off  or  so  redudced  as  to  make  further  pro- 
duction impossible — Mellett  anticipates  that 
a  liquidaion  fund  will  be  provided  to  enable 
the  bureau  to  complete  the  projects  it  is 
now  working  on. 


Jules  Levey  Will  Make 
Five  for  Release  by  UA 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

nounced  his  first  production  would 
be  a  screen  version  of  the  Eugene 
O'Neill  Broadway  stage  hit,  "The 
Hairy  Ape."  This  is  one  of  the  few 
O'Neill  plays  which  has  not  been 
transcribed   to    the   screen. 

Production  on  "The  Hairy  Ape" 
will  start  sometime  in  September. 
Levey  will  make  his  headquarters  at 
the  General  Service  Studio  here  and 
is  now  busily  engaged  in  lining  up 
a  cast  for  his  forthcoming  UA  re- 
lease. 


To  Stress  Women  in  War 
In  "So  Proudly"  Plans 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ing  representatives  and  home  office 
officials  at  the  Pierre  Hotel,  New 
York,  yesterday. 

The  consensus  at  both  East  and 
West  Coast  meetings  was  that  the 
selling  campaign  should  stress  the 
part  of  women  in  the  war  effort  and 
their  romances  and  loves  under  the 
stress  of  war. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director, 
opening  the  New  York  meeting,  re- 
called similar  conferences  held  for 
"Wake  Island"  last  year. 

Leonard  Goldenson,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  theater  operations, 
greeted  the  visiting  theater  repre- 
sentatives. Co-operation  with  the 
American  Red  Cross  was  discussed 
by  Annabelle  Petersen,  assistant  di- 
rector, Nursing  Service,  American 
Red  Cross,  and  Joe  Weil,  film  editor, 
American  Red  Cross  Information 
Service,  both  of  Washington. 

Details  of  the  campaign  were  out- 
lined by  Al  Wilkie,  publicity  man- 
ager, and  Stanley  Shuford,  who  de- 
scribed the  advertising  plans.  The 
theater  men  joined  in  the  discus- 
sions, which  were  led  by  Alec  Moss, 
exploitation  manager,  who  also  con- 
ducted the  Los  Angeles  meeting. 


Exhibs.  Requiring  Relief 
Getting  It,  Says  Rodgers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
general  counsel.  Rodgers  pointed 
out  in  his  letter  that  his  company 
had  been  disturbed  at  some  of  the 
generalizations  in  statements  made, 
which,  if  taken  literally,  "would  in- 
dicate that  no  attention  has  been 
given  nor  relief  offered  to  these 
situations." 

Rodgers  called  attention  to  his 
promise  a  year  ago  that  Loew's 
was  prepared  to  give  relief  where  it 
was  justified  and  invited  theater 
owners  so  affected  to  present  the 
facts  direct  to  the  field  offices. 

"Actually,"  he  said,  "we  have 
spent  many  hours  on  this  problem. 
Only  recently  we  have  undertaken 
a  careful  and  fair  analysis  of  every 
one  of  our  accounts,  as  an  injured 
customer  is  of  deep  concern  to  us. 
Obviously,  an  analysis  like  this 
takes  considerable  time,  especially 
when  there  is  a  vast  number  of  ac- 
counts to  study. 

"In  the  interim,  a  number  of  ad- 
justments have  been  made  and  we 
are  prepared  to  go  further  in  de- 
serving cases  and  this  letter  is  writ- 
ten you  to  request  that  if  you  know 
of  anyone  whose  contract  with  us 
is  burdensome,  please  invite  them 
to  get  in  touch  with  our  local  man- 
ager. They  will  receive  every  con- 
sideration." 


Manager  Burned 

Fair  Lawn,  N.  J. — Ronald  Cooper, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Hyway 
Theater,  was  critically  injured  Sat- 
urday while  attempting  to  extinguish 
a  fire  in  the  theater's  air  condition- 
ing plant.  Six  patrons  were  treated 
for    smoke    inhalation    and    shock. 


Heal  Wave  Fails  lo 
Dent  Big-City  Biz 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
that  the  public  found  its   principal 
heat  relief  in  the  air-conditioned  the- 
aters. 

Checkup  in  smaller  communities 
revealed  that  business  was  off  con- 
siderably. If  there  was  a  lakf^ 
other  resort  establishments,  ^^z 
usual  theater-going  public  passed  ur 
the  theaters,  despite  air-cooled 
houses. 

In  Boston,  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion  persons   visited    Revere   Beaclii 
over   the   week-end   and   about   one- 
fourth  that   number  went  to   Nan- 
tasket  Beach,  while  at  least  a  quart- 
er of  a  million  managed  in  spite  of 
transportation    difficulties    to    reach , 
other  beaches  on  the  North  and  South  I 
Shores  and  on  Cape  Cod.     Thus  it ', 
was  that  business  in  Boston  theaters  j 
was  off  again  this  week. 

The  thermometer  reached  97  Sat-  j 
urday,  cooled  a  trifle  for  Sunday,) 
when  a  baseball  game  took  more  than  j 
35,000  to  Fenway  Park  and  then  rosej 
again  on  Monday  to  new  heights  so 
thousands  of  potential  theater  pa- 
trons  remained  at  home  or  went  j 
where  they  could  get  cooling  breezes.) 

Suffolk  Downs  race  track  took, 
also  its  toll  with  a  pari-mutuel  han- 1 
die  of  nearly  $1,000,000  on  Saturdays 
while  the  dog  track  nearby  had  al 
$2,500,000  handle  that  night..  Allj 
these  combined  to  make  the  week-end  i 
a  very  distressing  one  for  hub  the-  j 
ater  men  but  they  are  hopeful  that 
the  proverbial  East  wind  may  blow 
business  back  to  this  years  normal; 
next  week-end. 


Roberts  Named  Manager 
Of  March  of  Time  Sales 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

ly  was  in  charge  of  Movietone  News 
sales  at  the  home  office. 

At  various  times,  Roberts  served 
20th  Century-Fox  as  salesman,  man- 
ager of  several  branches,  district 
manager  and  home  office  represen- 
tative. 


TO  THE  COLORS! 


*  IN  OFFICERS  SCHOOL  * 

WILLIAM   HICCiNS,   USN,  son  of  Pete   Higgins, 
manager  for  J.  T.  Sheffield,  Seattle. 

*  PROMOTED  * 

RUDY  VALLEE,  USCC,  to  lieutenant. 

*  ARMY  * 

PETER    KORTNER,   son   of   Fritz   Kortner,    Holly- 
wood. 
ROBERT   RYAN,   actor,   Hollywood. 

*  NAVY  * 

RICHARD  CARLSON,  actor,  Hollywood. 

*  WAACS  * 

AIMEE  LEWIS,  M-C-M  booker,  Cleveland. 

*  FRENCH  ARMY  * 

JEAN   CABIN,   actor,   Hollywood. 
PIERRE  AUMONT,  actor,  Hollywood. 


„  JTuesday,  Ju 
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No  Let  Up  in  War 
Story  Production 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

lYassell"  on  its  schedule,  in  addition 
to  "The  Ministry  Of  Fear"  and  "The 
Hitler  Gang.' 

Universal   is   counting  heavily   on 


Looking  For  Trouble'  and  "Gung- 
•vhich  will  be  produced  by  Wal- 
tc^-Wanger.     "Gungho"  is  based  on 
*]  a  survey  made  by  Lucien  Hubbard, 
*  former  Hollywood  producer,  in  Aus- 
:ralia     and     Guadalcanal,     for    the 
Readers    Digest    and    discloses    how 
:he    Marines    outsmarted    the    Japs. 
Looking    For    Trouble"   deals    with 
:he    Women's   Air   Ferrying    Squad- 
ion,  is  an  original  story  by  Norman 
jReilly  Raine,  and  will  be  made  in  co- 
jperation  with  the  U.  S.  Army  Air 
Forces. 
Universal    has    just    placed    "The 
:  strange    Death    Of    Adolph    Hitler" 
n    production.      Ludwig    Donath,    a 
•efugee   actor,  who  has   done  radio 
A'ork  here,  is  playing  a  triple  role, 
i  German  worker,  Hitler  and  later 
Iitler's   double. 

Warners   will   make    "Destination, 

Tokyo,"  an  original   story  by   Steve 

risher  and  "Passage  To  Marseilles." 

'Passage"  will  be  directed  by  Mich- 

1  tel  Curtiz  and  produced  by  Hal  B. 

•Vallis.      Howard  Hawks  will  make 

'Battle  Cry"  for  Warners. 

At   RKO,   "Revenge,"   an  original 

i    ory  by  Melchior  Lengyel,  is  slated 

4/or  early  production.     It  will  mark 

The  production  debut  of  Casey  Rob- 

*]  nson,  for  several  years  a  writer  at 

i  Varners.     John  H.  Auer  will  direct 

-f  Seven    Days    Ashore,"    a    musical 

omedy  dealing  with  the  adventures 

>f  a   sailor  on   shore   leave.      RKO 

till   also   make  a   series   of  comedy 

eatures,    depicting    the    trials    and 

lobulations  of  a  rookie. 


\'e«! 


David  0.  Selznick  will  produce 
Since  You  Went  Away,"  a  home- 
iont  story,  based  on  the  actual  let- 

\  :rs  written  by  Margaret  Buell  Wil- 
er  to  her  officer-husband.    Another 

united  Artists  release  will  be  "The 
lirl   From   Leningrad,"  to  be  made 

j  y  Gregor  Rabinovitsch  and  Dr.  Eu- 

en    Frenke,    with    Fedor    Ozep,    a 

-f'ussian    director,   directing.      Anna 

xen  and  Kent  Smith  are  slated  for 

he  leads. 

"See  Here,  Private  Hargrove"  is 

f-cheduled  for  early  production  at 
I-G-M.  The  Culver  City  studio  is 
Iso  expected  to  make  "Nine  Mar- 
ies," which  will  be  written  by  nine 
ifferent  writers  and  have  nine  di- 
rctors. 

Sam  Jaffe  and  Lloyd  Bacon  are 
reparing  "The  Sullivans"  which 
;lls  the  story  of  the  five  Sullivan 
oys  who  were  serving  on  the  Juneau, 
nd  who  lost  their  lives  during  the 
attle  of  the  Solomons.  Bacon  will 
irect. 

Columbia  will  picturize  "Mr.  Whi- 
le Goes  To  War,"  a  book  by  Theo- 
3re  Pratt. 

On  Republic's  schedule  are  "Con- 
oy  To  Malta,"  an  original  story  by 
orden  Chase,  and  "The  Fighting 
feabees,"  also  an  original,  by  Rob- 
rtson    White,    with    John    Wayne 


REVIEWS* 

"Yanks  Ahoy" 

with  William  Tracy  and  Joe  Sawyer 
Roach-UA  55  Mins. 

A  STREAMLINER  DOTTED  HERE  AND 
THERE  WITH  SOME  BRIGHT  SPOTS  BUT 
SOMEWHAT  DULL  AS  A  WHOLE. 

Slowly-paced  and  injected  with  time- 
worn  gags  and  situations,  this  Hal  Roach 
Streamliner  fails  to  impress  as  a  diverting 
comedy.  It  is  quite  possible  that  it  will 
get  some  laughs  here  and  there  but  the 
Roach  studios  have  turned  out  much  better 
pieces  of  merchandise. 

Most  of  the  action  takes  place  on  board 
a  troop  transport  carrying  William  Tracy 
and  Joe  Sawyer,  both  sergeants,  to  an  un- 
known destination,  presumably  the  South 
Pacific.  Tracy,  with  his  photographic  mind, 
twice  saves  the  ship  from  destruction,  while 
Sawyer,  jealous  of  Tracy's  accomplishments, 
constantly  is  trying  to  get  the  latter  into 
difficulties.  He  usually  succeeds  but  to 
his  own   injury. 

Climax  of  the  picture  shows  Tracy  and 
Sawyer  capturing  a  two-man  Jap  submarine. 
This  sequence  is  a  high  spot  and  most  amus- 
ing part  of  the  offering. 

CAST:  William  Tracy,  Joe  Sawyer,  Mar- 
jorie  Woodworth,  Robert  Kent,  Walter 
Woolf  King,  Minor  Watson,  Romaine  Cat- 
lender,  William  Bakewell,  Frank  Faylen, 
Marge  An  Deighton,  Tom  Seidel,  Lt.  John 
Canady,  Irwin  Stanley,  Richard  Loo,  Frank 
Reicker,  Rudolph  Lindau,  Bud  McTaggart, 
Dan  Lloyd,  James  Finlayson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Fred  Guiol;  Director, 
Kurt  Neumann;  Screenplay,  Eugene  Conrad 
and  Edward  Seabrook;  Cameraman,  Robert 
Pittack;  Film  Editor,  Richard  Currier;  Art 
Director,  Charles  Hall;  Special  Effects,  Roy 
Seawright;  Musical  Score,  Edward  Ward; 
Sound  Recording,  William  Randall;  Set  Deco- 
rations, W.  L.  Stevens;  Assistant  Director, 
Eddie   Montagne. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


Capt.  Harry  Leasim  Funeral 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  yesterday  for  Capt.  Harry  W. 
Leasim,  42,  USA  Signal  Corps,  who 
died  of  a  heart  attack  at  Camp  Koh- 
ler,  Sacramento,  last  Thursday.  He 
is  a  former  production  assistant  to 
Gregory  Ratoff.  Survivors  include 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Soya  Leasim,  two 
daughters,  Natalie  and  Marina,  and 
a  son,  George. 


Paul  Kay  Killed  In  Accident 

Harlingen,  Tex. — Paul  Kay,  Inter- 
state Theaters  city  manager,  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 


slated   for  the   starring  role. 

Monogram's  release  will  include 
"Ground  Crew,"  with  a  cast  headed 
by  Jackie  Cooper  and  Sam  Levene, 
and  "Hitler's  Women,"  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Herman  Millakowsky. 

PRC  will  distribute  "Tiger  Fangs" 
which  has  a  war  background,  and 
will  star  Frank  Buck.  Jack  Schwarz 
will  be  the  producer.  Alexander- 
Stern  Prods,  will  make  "Man  From 
Washington"  .an*  "The  Kiss  Of 
Death,"  "He's  My  Uncle"  will  be 
filmed  by  Sig  Neufeld  and  "Harvest 
Melody,'  by  Walter  Colmes,  a  new 
producer. 


DAILY 


Allied's  Board  to  Hold 
Balto.  Meeting  in  Aug. 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

organization's  caravan  plan  will  be 
discussed. 

Several  of  the  directors  are  slated 
to  attend  the  New  Jersey  Allied  and 
Eastern  regional  conference  which 
opens  today  at  the  Hollywood  Hotel, 
West  End,  N.  J. 


N.  J.  Allied  Launches 
Annual  Parleys  Today 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

West  End,  N.  J.  Judging  by  ad- 
vanced reservations,  parleys  will  be 
one  of  the  largest  attended  events 
in  the  history  of  the  organization. 
A  large  number  of  distribution 
leaders  are  expected  to  be  on  hand. 
The  usual  social  events  are  on  the 
agenda. 


Bossert  Dies  in  Africa 

Rochester — Pvt.  Robert  L.  Bos- 
sert, formerly  of  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  was  killed  June  4  in  an  accident 
in  the  North  African  area,  according 
to  word  received  here. 


B  &  L  Dividends 

Rochester — Bausch  &  Lomb  Op- 
tical Co.  has  declared  the  usual  25 
cents  a  share  on  the  common  stock 
and  $1.25  on  the  $5  convertible  pre- 
ferred. 


Chicago  Houses  Top 
18  Million  in  Bonds 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

theaters  got  off  to  a  good  start,  tally- 
ing $424,079,  while  Allied  houses 
were  second  with  a  total  of  $398,- 
081.  Total  sales  for  May  in  the 
Chicago  theaters  amounted  to  $1,- 
461,207.  Warner  circuit  sales  in 
May   were    $82,274. 

An  extra  drive  will  be  put  on  for 
the  Summer  months  to  hold  the  to- 
tals at  current  levels  in  view  of 
the  20  per  cent  income  tax  deduc- 
tions. 


Say  Rental  "Ceiling" 
Bill  Has  Sponsors  Ready 

(Continued  from   Page    1) 

Congress  this  session,  it  will  be  pre- 
sented immediately  after  the  solons 
reconvene  in   the  Fall,   it  was  said. 


Rites  for  Joseph  F.  Cirino 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Funeral  ser- 
vices will  be  held  here,  this  week,  for 
Sergeant  Joseph  F.  Cirino,  21,  for- 
mer student  assistant  at  Loew's  Al- 
dine  Theater.  Sergeant  Cirino  was 
among  five  members  of  the  crew  of 
a  Flying  Fortress  killed  when  it 
crashed  near  Dyersburg,  Tenn.,  last 
Wednesday. 
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JOIN  JULY 
SHANGRI-LA 
WAR  STAMP 
DRIVE! 


The  accompanying  edi- 
torial from  "The  Exhibitor' 
of  June  2nd  is  the  ex-  4 
pression  of  an  exhibitor 
who  personally  operates 
many  theatres,  is  a  pub- 
lisher and  a  prominent 
figure  in  film  circles.  Com- 
ing from  a  man  of  Mr. 
Emanuel's  stature  in  this 
industry,  we  are  only  too 
proud  to  reprint  his  opin- 
ion in  full.     v. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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SENATE  COM.  URGES  END  OF  OWI  FILM  BUREAU 

Theater  Biz  Down  in  England;  War  Films  a  Factor 


Added  Hour  of  Daylight 
Saving  Also  Contributes 
To  Drop,  Says  Dave  Rose 

Theater  business  in  England  has 
dropped  off  in  the  last  60  days,  due, 
it  is  believed,  to  two  primary  causes, 
Dave  Rose,  Para- 
mount's  manag- 
ing director  in 
Great  Britain, 
said  yesterday  in 
New  York.  Rea- 
sons for  the  de- 
cline, Rose  said, 
were  the  overload 
of  war  pictures 
and  the  addition- 
al hour  of  day- 
light which  be- 
came effective  on 
May  3.  England 
has  two  hours  of 
daylight  saving 
in  the  Summer 
and  one  hour  dur- 
ing: the  other  three  seasons. 
Rose     arrived      Saturday     for     a 

(Continued  on   Page  7) 


DAVID    ROSE 


Metro's  12  Shooting 
Tops  Coast  Activity 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Nine  new  pictures  are 

scheduled  to  go  'into  production  this 

week,  bringing  the  total  to  51.  Metro, 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Detroit  Lifts  Riot 
Curfew  on  Theaters 

Detroit — A  ■  new  order  lifts  the 
curfew  order  entirely  as  far  as  the- 
aters and  amusement  places  are  con- 
cerned, allowing  houses  today  to  stay 
open  after  11  p.m.  for  the  first  time 
in  a  week. 

Week-end  business  at  major  the- 
aters ran  about  normal  in  view  of 
the  excessive  heat  but  considerably 
below  a  week  ago.  Exhibitors  now 
anticipate  the  riots  have  ushered  in 
a  prolonged  Summer  slump.  Total 
loss  of  theater  business  due  to  the 
riots  is  now  estimated  at  around 
$250,000. 


WARNER  FINANCING  DEAL  SAID  SET 

Wall  St.  Hears  Banking  Syndicate  Will 
Supply  the  Company  $23,000,000  Loan 


Warners  refinancing  program 
looking  to  the  retirement  of  all  out- 
standing debentures,  preferred  stock 
and  bank  loans  was  reported  in  Wall 
St.  as  assured  yesterday  with  the 
company  said  in  financial  circles  to 
have  completed  arrangements  with 
a  banking  syndicate  for  a  loan  of 
$23,000,000. 

While  no  confirmation  was  obtain- 


able at  the  home  office — executives 
were  unavailable — sources  close  to 
the  company  said  that  a  formal  an- 
nouncement might  be  only  a  matter 
of  a  few  days,  indicating  that  a  call 
for  $3.85  preferred  stock  will  be 
issued  during  the  week. 

Syndicate    is   understood    to   num- 
ber some  five  or  six  banks,  located 

{Continued  on   Page   3) 


Kalmenson  Opens  WB 
Regional  Tomorrow 


First  of  three  Warner  regional 
sales  meetings  gets  under  way  to- 
morrow in  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  with 
Ben  Kalmenson,  general  sales  man- 
ager, presiding.  In  addition  to  home 
office  and  studio  executives,  the  East- 
ern sessions  will  be  attended  by  dis- 

(Continucd  on    Page   3) 

Texas  Exchange  Workers 
Opposed  to  48-Hour  Week 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex.— WMC's  48- 
hour  work  week  is  expected  to  be 
on  the  agenda  of  the  Texas  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  (AF  of  L)  at  its  con- 
vention in  session  here.      Exchange 

(Continued  on   Page   3) 


Equipment  Prospects 
Brighter— Green 


West  End,  N.  J.— While  he  could 
not  make  any  flat  promises  regard- 
ing the  equipment  situation,  Walter 
Green,  president  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  Co.,  told  the  New  Jersey 
Allied  annual  meeting  yesterday, 
that    the    prospects    for    the    future 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

$10,000,000  Gross  Seen 
By  Wallis  for  "Army" 

World  premiere  of  Warners'  film 
version  of  Irving  Berlin's  "This  is 
the  Army,"  now  definitely  set  for 
July  28  at  the  Hollywood  Theater 
on  Broadway,  will  be  an  advanced- 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


FTC  Order  Hits  Ad  Pix  Firms 

Exclusive  Deals  with  Theaters  Under  Ban 


SPG  and  Five  Majors  to 
Arbitrate  Pay  Increase 

Differences  between  the  Screen 
Publicists  Guild  of  New  York  and 
five  major  film  companies  and  two 
theater  chains  over  the  question  of 
an  over-all  percentage  salary  in- 
crease will  be  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion, it  was  announced  yesterday  by 
the  SPG,  which  has  been  carrying 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Federal  Trade 
Commission  announced  today  that 
it  had  ordered  five  film  advertising 
companies,  two  booking  agencies  and 
a  trade  association  they  organized 
to  abandon  any  common  action  tend- 
ing to  restrain  trade  or  promote  a 
monopolistic  control  of  the  sale, 
lease,  rental  or  distribution  of  ad- 
vertising trailers. 

The  five   companies — said  to  con- 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


Committee  Sets  $3,000,000 
For  Four  Bureaus  and  for 
The  Office  of  the  Director 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Elimination  of  the 
OWI  motion  picture  bureau,  headed 
by  Lowell  Mellett,  will  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Senate  for  considera- 
tion today.  The  Senate  Appropria- 
tions Committee  reported  the  bill 
last  night  while  the  Senate  was  not 
in  session,  thereby  insuring  that  it 
be  the  first  order  of  business  today. 
Despite  strong  industry  support  at 
the  last  minute,  it  appears  that  the 
Mellett  office  will  close  its  doors  to- 
day. 

The   committee    agreed  to   recom- 
mend   $3,000,000   for    OWI,    to   care 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Move  to  Solve  Pa/s 
Operator  Shortage 


Philadelphia — An  amendment  to 
the  state  regulations  governing  pro- 
jectionists has  been  approved  by  the 
Industrial  Board,  lowering  the  age 
limit  for  apprentice  operators  and 
shortening  the  term  of  apprentice- 
ship. The  change  was  advocated 
and  arranged  by  the  Allied  units  in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


High  Food  Costs  Hurting 
Movies — Rep.  Barry  to  FDR 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Millions  of  white  col- 
lar workers  will  ibe  forced  to  stay 
away  from  theaters  as  the  result  of 
the  Congressional  moves  to  kill  food 
subsidies,  according  to  Rep.  William 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Expect  July  4  Biz 
To  Boost  Patronage 

Exhibitors  look  for  better  Fourth 
of  July  week-end  business  than  ever, 
since  pleasure  driving  is  banned,  and 
serious  overcrowding  of  public  con- 
veyances is  preventing  travel  even 
to  beaches  and  resorts  close  by. 
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Champion  of  OWI  Inserts 
Critics'  Praise  in  Record 


8  <£  K  Advances  Juvenile  Scales 
Chicago — B  &  K  advanced  juve- 
nile admission  prices  for  Class  A 
houses  from  17  cents  to  20  cents, 
Class  B  houses  from  11  cents  to  15 
cents,  Loop  juvenile  prices,  28  cents. 
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Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Two  recently  pub- 
lished articles  defending  the  OWI 
Motion  Picture  Bureau  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  Congressional  Record 
by  Sen.  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  Utah 
Democrat  and  outstanding  champion 
of  the  OWI.  One,  written  by  Bosley 
Crowther  for  the  Sunday  New  York 
Times  pointed  out  that  elimination 
of  the  Mellett  bureau  would  leave 
the  industry  with  no  co-ordinating, 
unifying  force  to  guide  it  in  its  war 
job.  He  noted  that  while  OWI- 
produced  shorts  have  not  always 
been  of  the  best,  the  subjects  have 
been  invaluable  aids  to  the  war  ef- 
fort and  have  wider  circulation  than 
commercial  productions  because  they 
are  reduced  to  16  mm.  and  shown 
non-theatrically. 

Other  piece  inserted  by  Sen. 
Thomas  was  written  in  Hollywood 
by  Peter  Furst  for  PM.  Furst  re- 
ported that  general  comment  in  the 
studios  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
industry  would  like  to  retain  the  OWI 
advisers. 


Poll  Shows  Canadians 
Cool  to  Sunday  Shows 


Toronto — Less  than  half  of  the 
Canadian  public  wants  Sunday 
shows,  according  to  a  poll  by  the 
Canadian  Institute  of  Public  Opin- 
ion, affiliated  with  the  Gallup  or- 
ganization. .Survey  revealed  that  50 
per  cent  of  those  polled  opposed 
Sunday  shows,  44  per  cent  want  them 
and  six  per  cent  were  undecided. 

Quebec,  where  Sunday  shows  are 
given,  was  60  per  cent  in  favor  of 
continuing  with  33  opposed  and 
seven  per  cent  undecided.  Poll 
showed  that  young  people  and  city 
dwellers  want  Sunday  films  but 
smaller  towns  and  older  people  do 
not   approve. 


111.  Senate  Unseats 
Menges,  Theater  Owner 


East  St.  Louis,  111.— The  State 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  28  to  21,  strictly 
along  party  lines,  has  decided  to  un- 
seat Senator  Louis  J.  Menges,  Demo- 
crat, who  owns  the  Esquire  and  Roxy 
in  East  St.  Louis  and  to  seat  his 
Republican  rival  at  the  last  Novem- 
ber election,  John  T.  Thomas,  city 
attorney  for  Belleville.  Menges  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Senate  since 
1934.  The  Esquire  and  Roxy  are 
under  lease  to  the  Frisina  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Springfield,  111. 


Marcus  Quits  20th-Fox; 
loins  Small  Productions 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lee  Marcus,  who  pro- 
duced "The  Last  of  the  Gangsters" 
and  "They  Came  to  Blow  up  Amer- 
ica" for  20th-Fox,  has  resigned  to 
join  Edward  Small  as  an  associate 
producer.  His  first  production  with 
Small  will  be  "The  Raft." 


Greenthal  a  Captain; 
To  Handle  G.  I.  Films 

Monroe  Greenthal,  who  left  his 
post  as  advertising  and  publicity 
director  for  United  Artists  last  Aug- 
ust to  take  a 
post  with  the 
WPB  at  the 
request  of 
Donald  Nelson, 
has  been  given 
a  commission 
as  captain  in 
the  Army 
Special  ists 
Corps  and  as- 
signed to  duty 
with  the 
Army's  Special 
Services. 

Captain 
Greenthal  will 
will  be  in  charge  of  G.  I.  films  dis- 
tribution, working  under  Brig.  Gen. 
Frederick  Osborne,  and  headquart- 
ering in  New  York  City.  During 
his  period  with  the  WPB,  the  form- 
er UA  exec,  was  active  in  the  sal- 
vage and  conservation  program. 


CAPT.    M.    GREENTHAL 


Canadian  Army  Camps 
Kick  on  Percentage  Plan 

Toronto — Percentage  policy  inaug- 
urated June  1  has  run  into  snags 
in  some  Army  camps  and  represen- 
tatives have  asked  for  minor  ad- 
justments in  individual  cases.  Sev- 
eral camps  are  reported  requesting 
a  stay  of  policy  until  Dec.  31  claim- 
ing that  revenues  will  be  decreased 
under  percentage  playing,  causing 
disruption  of  plans  for  other  recrea- 
tion which  was  to  have  been  carried 
by  receipts  from  camp  film  shows. 
Distributors  affected  will  consider 
the  matter  separately  in  accordance 
with  company  policies. 


David  L.  Loew  to  Confine 
Activities  to  Production 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — David  L.  Loew,  who 
held  an  option  for  the  purchase  of 
a  part  interest  in  General  Service 
Studios,  has  decided  not  to  exercise 
it  and  will  confine  his  activities  to 
production. 

He  has  a  deal  pending  with  Ar- 
thur S.  Lyons  for  production  of  pic- 
tures in  association  with  Jack  Benny 
and  others  and  will  use  General  Ser- 
vice Studios  as  his  production  head- 
quarters. 


BR<«Nr9-4IS}-4 


COminG  and  come 


ANDREW  W.  SMITH,  JR.,  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager  of  20th-Fox,  and  RAY  MOON,  the  com- 
pany's branch  manager  here,  leave  for  West 
End,  N.  J.,  tomorrow  morning  to  attend 
the  closing  session  of  the  Allied  of  New  Jersey 
convention. 

EDWARD  ARNOLD  begins  a  USO-Camp  Shows 
tour   of    California    army    camps   and    naval   -1 
tions  at  Camp  Gillespie,   San   Diego,  on  )u\( 
He  winds  up   his  engagement  at  Camp  Pineo. 
Fresno,    on   July    17. 

SINCLAIR  LEWIS,  under  contract  to  M-C-M, 
arrived  in  Hollywood  yesterday  to  start  work 
on    his    first   screenplay,    "Storm    in    the   West." 

JOHN  ERSKINE,  arrived  in  Hollywood  yester- 
day to  work  on  the  dialogue  for  M-G-M's  forth- 
coming   "Kismet." 

MARIE  SMITH  of  the  Metro,  New  Haven 
office,    is    vacationing    in    Asbury    Park,    N.    J. 

MOSS  HART  is  back  from  a  15,000-mile  air 
tour  of  the  country  on  which  he  gathered  ma- 
terial for  a  play  about  the  nation's  air  services. 

CRACE  MOORE  will  be  at  Camp  Carson, 
Col.,  on  July  5  to  entertain  the  service  men 
there.  The  following  day  she  will  appear  at 
Fifzsimmons  General  Hospital  in  the  same  state. 

MARY    LEE    will    open    a    USO-Camp    Shows: 
tour   at   Sioux   City,    la.,    on   July   5.      Her   final 
appearance  will   be  at   Billings  General   Hospital, 
Indianapolis,    July   24. 

EDGAR  BUCHANAN  and  HELEN  WALKER 
are  on  their  second  USO  tour  of  California  of 
army  posts  and  naval  stations.  The  final  date 
will   be  at  Oakland   Naval   Hospital   on   July   10. 

ELSA  MAXWELL  will  return  to  the  Coast 
to  do  an  Orson  Welles  picture  at  RKO. 

ERICH  WOLFGANG  KORNCOLD,  Warners' 
composer,  arrives  in  New  York  next  week  from 
the   Coast. 

WILL  HOLLANDER,  B  &  K  publicity  chief,  is 
due  back  in  Chicago  today  following  New  York 
conferences. 


Local  199  Mass  Initiation 
Deferred  by  Detroit  Riot 

Detroit— Local  199,  IATSE,  which 
recently  voted  to  take  in  the  first 
new  members  in  15  years,  in  a  huge 
group  of  107  at  one  time,  was  forced 
to  postpone  formal  obligation  (or 
initiation)  of  the  new  men  at  the 
last  minute.  Move  was  made  neces- 
sary when  the  Detroit  race  riots 
caused  a  ban  of  all  types  of  public1 
assembly. 
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Kalmenson  Opens  WB 
Regional  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

trict  managers,  branch  managers  and 
salesmen  of  the  New  York  Metro- 
politan,   Eastern,    Mid-Atlantic    and 

ntral  territories,  embracing  the 
York,  Albany,  Buffalo,  New 
en,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Wash- 
ington, Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Indianapolis   exchanges. 

Home  office  executives  participat- 
ing will  include,  in  addition  to  Kal- 
menson: 

Maj.  Albert  Warner,  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  Sam  Schneider,  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  Arthur  Sachson,  Roy  Haines, 
Jules  Lapidus,  A.  W.  Schwalberg, 
Norman  H.  Moray,  (Mike)  Dolid,  Ed- 
ward E.  Hinchey,  Howard  Levinson, 
Jacob  Wilk,  Albert  S.  Howson,  Mit- 
chell Rawson,  Martin  Jurow,  Robert 
Schless,  Joseph  S.  Hummel,  Gil  Gol- 
den, Bernard  R.  Goodman,  Charles 
Baily,  A.  C.  Brauninger,  H.  M.  Doh- 
erty  and  Stanley  Hatch. 

Charles  Einfeld  will  come  East 
from  his  Burbank  studio  headquart- 
ers to  sit  in. 

Field  group  attending'  the  New  York  meet- 
ing will  include:  District  Managers:  Harry 
A.  Seed.  Metropolitan:  Norman  Ayers.  East- 
ern; Robert  Smeltzer,  Mid-Atlantic;  Charles 
Rich.  Central;  Branch  Managers:  Clarence 
Eiseman,  New  York;  Paul  S.  Krumenacker, 
Albany;  George  W.  Horan,  Boston;  Max 
Roth,  Buffalo;  Carl  Goe,  New  Haven;  Wil- 
liam G.  Mansell,  Philadelphia;  Charles  Bei- 
lan,  Cleveland:  Fred  W.  Beiersdorf.  Wash- 
ing'ton;  James  S.  Abrose.  Chicago:  C.  W. 
McKean,  Indianapolis:  F.  D.  Moore,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

All  salesmen  also  will  attend. 

While  Kalmenson  is  expected  to  announce 
that  the  104.3-44  releasing  schedule  will  be 
kept  on  the  same  flexible  basis  as  the  past 
two  seasons,  details  of  substantial  backlog 
of  pictures  along  with  productions  under  way 
and  important  new  plans  will  be  given  to 
the  sales  group.  Some  special  releases  will 
be  announced  by  Kalmenson.  Shorts  lineup 
will  be  the  same  size  as  last  season,  but 
with  several   timely  new  series  offered. 

Following  the  New  York  sessions,  there 
will  be  regional  meetings  in  Chicago,  July 
S-10,    and   San   Francisco,   July   15-17. 


To  Set  Popular  Price  Runs 
For  "Pride  of  Yankees" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  J.  Heineman, 
sales  manager  for  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
left  here  yesterday,  stopping  off  in 
Chicago  for  about  two  weeks  to  set 
popular  price  runnings  for  "Pride 
of  the  Yankees"  before  returning  to 
New  York. 


iphant 
Ceorge  Chandler 


Herman  Wobber 
Leo    Spitz 


▼  T  T 
There  Ought  to  he  a  Law.  .  .  . 

•  •  •  WHAT  was  considered  by  everybody  as  just  about  the  peak 
in  ill-mannered  conduct  in  a  theater  took  place  the  other  afternoon  at 

the    first    showing    of    an    important    picture The    theater,    always 

courteous  to  movie  critics,  had  reserved  its  best  loge  seats  for  the  news- 
paper boys  and  girls The  house  was  packed There  was  that 

genuine  tension  of  expectancy  that  marks  the  first  showing  of  a  long- 
anticipated  hit  picture Into  one  of  those  reserved  sections  walked 

a  femme  critic  for  an  afternoon  daily  paper The  stage  show  was 

on The   alleged  journalist  opened  a   book   and  went  through   the 

motions  of  reading  it  all  through  the  show Everybody  sitting  near 

her  was  annoyed  as  she  squirmed  in  her  seat  trying  to  catch  a  reflected 

ray  of  light The  critic  apparently  was  merely  putting  on  an  act  of 

her  own  as  it  seemed  highly  doubtful  that  anyone  could  read  in  such 

dim    surroundings She    apparently    gave    no   thought    to    the   fact 

that  she  was  being  discourteous  to  the  management  or  to  her  own  rude 

behavior  toward  the  performers  on  the  stage Consensus  was  that 

if  she  didn't  like  stage  shows,  she  could  have  done  her  reading  in  the 

well-lighted  lounge P.S The  ill-mannered  show-off  proceeded 

to  write  the  only  unpleasant  review  that  the  picture  received  in  the  nine 
New  York  dailies 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      TOM  THUMB  GOLF  courses  are  coming  back  in  Chicago 

As  new  ones  spring  up,  exhibs.  say  the  miniature  courses  lure 

a  lot  of  night  business  away  from  the  theaters.  ...     #   Seattle  theaters 

last  week  conducted  a  Russian  Clothing  Relief  Week Patrons  left 

discarded  clothing  willi  the  doormen  who  turned  it  over  to  the  Russian 
Relief  Society.  ...  %  Republic's  Charley  Reed  Jones,  a  captain  of  the 
New  York  City  Patrol  Corps,  will  be  the  guest  of  Kathryn  Cravens  on 
her  "News  Thru  a  Woman's  Eyes"  program  on  WNEW  at  4:45  this 
afternoon.  ...  »  Officer  personnel  at  Alitchell  Field  were  hosts  last 
night  to  Marjorie  Riordan  and  Lon  McCallister,  youthful  stars  of 
"Stage  Door  Canteen".  ...  •  At  Riverside,  CaL,  the  soldiers  flock 
to  the  theaters  in  such  numbers  on  the  lueek-ends  that  they  are  obliged 

to  sleep  in  the  theaters  due  to  a  shortage  of  rooms The  Lions  Club 

has  sent  out  a  request  for  600  pillows  for  the  comfort  of  the  soldier 
theater  sleepers.  ...  •  1  city-wide  bathing  beauty  contest  to  find 
"Miss  Greater  New  York  of  1943"  will  be  inaugurated  by  Loew's  the- 
aters on  July  19 $500  in  War  Bonds  and  Stamps  will  be  awarded 

the  final  and  semi-final  winners 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     FIVE  FORMER  THEATER  men  are  now  running  the  show 

at    the    Sampson    Naval    Training    Station    near   Rochester Clifford 

Swick,  former  manager  of  Hellman's  in  Albany,  manages  the  Sullivan 

Auditorium   at   the   station Phillip   Rossomando,  formerly  with   the 

Cameo,  Rivoli  and  Brighton  Theaters  in  Syracuse,  is  chief  projectionist 

Joseph  Kantanick,  formerly  of  the  Grand  in  Norristown,  Pa.,  is  a 

projectionist and  Edmund  Ostrowsky,  who  worked  in  several  Man- 
hattan theaters,  is  in  charge  of  the  film  library.  ...  •  An  Associated 
Press  yarn  from  somewhere  in  New  Guinea  tells  of  Private  Lewis  lanoff 
of  Bellaire,  L.T.,  who,  after  seeing  a  magazine  photo  of  a  St.  Louis  woman 
who  had  won  a  War  Bond  for  sitting  alone  in  a  theater  at  midnight  to 
watch  a  "Frankenstein"  picture,  wrote  the  manager  of  the  theater  offering 
him  a  War  Bond  if  he'd  come  out  to  New  Guinea  and  sit  in  a  trench 
alone  at  midnight  during  an  enemy  air  raid 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     AVENGE  PEARL  HARBOR! 


IN  NEW  POSTS 


ELIAS  LAPINERE,  supervisor  and  special  con- 
sultant,  Artkino   Pictures. 

ABE  FINESTEIN,  manager,  Winnipeg  branch, 
Monogram. 

VIRGIL   FAULKNER,   manager,    Liberty,   Portland. 

DEL   MILNE,    manager,   Orpheum,    Portland. 

ED    WALKER,    manager,    Music    Box,    Portland. 


Warner  Financing 
Deal  Reported  Set 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
both  in  New  York  and  other  cities. 
Loan    was    authorized    by   Warners' 
board  at  a  meeting  on  June  16. 

Shares  of  outstanding  preferred 
total  99,397.  Arrears  aggregating 
$3,348,436  on  the  preferred  will  be 
paid  off.  Debentures  outstanding, 
due  in  1948,  are  callable  on  30  days' 
notice  at  100.5;  total  out  is  $10,- 
139,500. 


Texas  Exchange  Workers 
Opposed  to  48-Hour  Week 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

angle  will  be  represented  by  three 
delegates,  C.  D.  Jackson,  president; 
Louise  Wright,  business  agent,  and 
Allene  Graham,  secretary,  of  the 
Film  Exchange  Employes  Local 
B-53— IATSE,  of  Dallas. 

Jackson  declares  that  a  majority 
of  exchange  employes  prefer  the  40- 
hour  week  rather  than  to  have  the 
eight  extra  hours  at  time  and  a  half 
pay.  This  applies  especially,  to  the 
women  employees,  many  of  whom 
have    family    duties. 

Blake  Starts  New  Series 

"Vodo,"  first  of  a  new  series  of 
shorts  to  be  produced  by  Ben  K. 
Blake  for  Columbia,  went  before  the 
cameras  Monday  at  Monoco  Studios 
in  the  Bronx.  Vaudeville  acts  in  the 
subject  include  Zeb  Carver,  Paysee 
Dancers,  Harry  Rosso,  Al  Gordon 
and  his  dogs,  the  Kimloo  Trio,  Mou- 
sie  Powell  and  his  trick  band,  the 
Three  Samuels,  and  Arthur  Blake. 
Frank  Zucker  is  handling  the  cam- 
era, with  Max  Richards  handling  the 
casting. 

Roberts  Named  Supervisor 

New  20th-Fox  title  falling  to 
George  A.  Roberts  is  supervisor  of 
March  of  Time  sales  and  contracts, 
it  was  announced  by  the  company 
yesterday. 


STORKS 


Miami,  Fla. — James  Loomis  of  the 
art  department  of  Wometco  The- 
aters, Inc.,  is  a  proud  father.  It's 
a  boy,  named  Arthur  Frederick. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — A  daughter  was  born 
to  Joan  Bennett,  wife  of  Walter 
Wanger,  at  Good  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital. 
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Equipment  Prospects 
Brighter— Green 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 
were  much  brighter.      He  indicated 
that     although     shortages     existed, 
there   was   every   reason  to   believe 
that  theaters  could  remain  open. 

Other  speakers  at  the  opening  ses- 
sion of  the  three-day  affair  were 
Bernard  Schultz,  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager of  RCA,  who  discussed  priori- 
ties; Reverend  Daniel  Murphy,  pres- 
ident of  Seton  Hall  College,  and 
Harry  Murphy,  deputy  administra- 
tor of  War  Bond  sales  in  New  Jer- 
sey. 

Harry  Murphy  complimented  Al- 
lied members  for  their  Bond  sales 
efforts,  declaring  that  the  theaters 
had  put  "glamor"  into  the  cam- 
paigns. He  said  the  exhibitors 
should  prepare  for  another  major 
drive  in  September.  ",■ 

Harry  Lowenstein,  president  of 
the  New  Jersey  unit,  presided  at 
the  meetings  and  quoted  industry 
statistics  from  THE  FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK  to  show  the  magnitude 
of  the  film  business. 

A  caravan  committee  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  today.  Speakers  at 
the  general  session  will  include  M. 
A.  Rosenberg,  president  of  national 
Allied,  and  Abram  F.  Myers,  gen- 
eral counsel  and  chairman  of  the 
board. 

The  nominating  committee  which 
will  put  up  the  names  of  prospec- 
tive officers  for  the  new  year  in- 
cludes Irving  Dollinger,  chairman; 
Lou  Gold,  Herbert  Hill,  Harry 
Hecht,  Sam  Frank,  Dave  Snaper, 
Lee  Newbury,  Frank  Henry,  Morris 
Spewak  and  Ralph  Wilkins. 


Republic's  Rogers  Starrer 
To  Play  Non- Western  Spots 

Fifteen  additional  first-run  book- 
ings of  Republic's  "Song  of  Texas," 
big-budget  Roy  Rogers  special,  are 
announced  by  the  company,  as  the 
current  campaign  on  the  King  Of 
The  Cowboys  continues  to  garner 
exhibitor  attention. 

Many  of  the  15  are  houses  which 
ordinarily  do  not  play  westerns,  it 
was  pointed  out. 

Warners,  I-I  Circuit 

To  Fight  Bank  Night  Ban 

Chicago  —  Warner  theaters  will 
fight  the  Bank  Night  ban  against 
their  Hammond,  Ind.,  theaters  when 
the  case  comes  to  trial.  The  In- 
diana-Illinois theater  circuit  will  also 
fight  the  ban,  according  to  Jack 
Rose. 


The  ...  . 

FEMME  TOUCH 


PATRICIA  MANNING,  assistant  cashier,  Uni- 
versal,  Seattle. 

CAROL  ZIECLER,  secretary  to  Mrs.  J.  J.  Parker, 
president  of   Parker  Theaters. 


reviews  of  new  funis 


"The  Constant  Nymph" 

with    Charles    Boyer,   Joan    Fontaine, 

Alexis  Smith 

Warner  112  Mins. 

EMOTIONAL  MASTERPIECE  STACKS  UP 
AS  SUPERB  WOMAN'S  PICTURE;  FILM  IS 
TOPS  IN  ACTING. 

Exhibitors  could  not  have  hoped  for  a 
finer  woman's  picture  than  the  newest 
film  version  of  "The  Constant  Nymph."  The 
production  brings  all  the  tender  emotions 
into  play,  affording  women  audiences  a 
wealth  of  opportunity  to  indulge  in  tears  and 
tigntenings  of  the   heart. 

Despite  its  sad  tone  and  tragic  ending 
the  production  should  be  able  to  command 
the  patronage  that  it  deserves.  The  way 
the  subject  has  been  handled  makes  the 
difference  between  success  and  failure. 
Kathryn  Scola,  who  did  the  screenplay  from 
the  novel  of  Margaret  Kennedy  and  the  play 
of  Basil  Dean  and  Miss  Kennedy,  gave  the 
story  the  proper  touch  and  brought  to  it 
the  understanding  it  required  for  the  sake 
of   conviction. 

The  picture  is  a  triumph  for  its  trio  of 
stars,  Charles  Boyer,  Joan  Fontaine  and 
Alexis  Smith.  All  three  have  surpassed  them- 
selves in  this  exercise  in  sustained  emotion. 
They  have  collaborated  with  Miss  Scola  and 
Edmund  Goulding,  the  director,  in  making 
"The  Constant  Nymph"  one  of  the  most 
vendible  offerings  of  its  type.  Miss  Fon- 
taine's performance  as  Tessa  Sanger,  whose 
adolescent  adoration  of  Boyer,  composer 
friend  of  her  father,  touches  on  worship, 
is  something  to  make  the  hardest  heart  melt. 
The  actress  has  brought  amazing  sensitive- 
ness to  the  role.  Miss  Smith  is  a  revelation 
as  the  daughter  of  British  aristocracy  who 
becomes  the  wife  of  Boyer,  thereby  shat- 
tering gentle  and  sickly  Tessa's  heart. 

The  stars  have  received  superb  support 
all  along  the  line,  with  Charles  Coburn 
easily  the  standout  as  Miss  Smith's  father. 
Among  the  others  note  must  be  made  of 
Peter  Lorre,  Brenda  Marshall,  Dame  May 
Whitty,  Joyce  Reynolds,  the  late  Montagu 
Love,  Edward  Cinannelli.  They  round  out 
a  superlative  acting  ensemble. 

The  story  is  a  supremely  moving  thing. 
It  picks  up  moments  of  high  drama  as  it 
moves  to  its  unhappy  ending  at  which  we 
find  Miss  Fontaine  dead  of  a  heart  attack, 
bringing  to  a  close  one  of  the  tenderest 
romances  ever  to  grace  the  screen.  Tragedy 
results  from  Boyer's  failure  to  realize  until 
too  late  that  he  loves  the  child-like  Tessa 
with  the  sort  of  love  that  the  poets  speak  of. 

Goulding's  direction  wrings  every  bit  of 
emotion  from  Miss  Scola's  screenplay.'  It 
stands  among  his  finest  work.  Henry  Blanke 
produced  with  taste  and  dignity.  Erich 
Wolfgang  Korngold  has  supplied  a  glit- 
tering score  that  suits  the  mood  of  the  film 
perfectly.  The  photography  of  Tony  Gaudio 
and  the  art  direction  of  Carl  Jules  Weyl  are 
other  important  assets  of  the  production. 

CAST:  Charles  Boyer,  Joan  Fontaine, 
Alexis  Smith,  Brenda  Marshall,  Charles 
Coburn,  Dame  May  Whitty,  Peter  Lorre, 
Joyce  Reynolds,  Jean  Muir,  Montagu  Love, 
Edward  Ciannelli,  Jeanine  Crispin,  Doris 
Lloyd,  Joan  Blair,  Andre  Chariot,  Richard 
Ryan,  Crauford  Kent,  Marcel  Dalio,  Clemence 
Groves  . 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Henry  Blanke;  Di- 
rector, Edmund  Goulding;  Screenplay,  Kath- 
ryn Scola;  Based  on  novel  by  Margaret 
Kennedy  and  play  by  Miss  Kennedy  and 
Basil  Dean;  Cameraman,  Tony  Gaudio;  Film 


"Best  Foot  Forward" 

with   Lucille    Ball 
M-G-M  95  Mins. 

SURE-FIRE    MUSICAL    ENTERTAINMENT 
WILL    MARCH    TO    BULGING    GROSSES. 

Metro  has  put  its  best  foot  forward  in 
making  this  musical,  a  Technicolor  treat. 
There's  no  question  about  it.  "Best  Foot 
Forward"  will  march  to  bulging  grosses 
wherever  it  is  shown. 

The  response  from  the  younger  genera- 
tion will  be  something  to  make  the  exhibi- 
tor deliriously  happy.  The  spirit  of  the  film 
is  youthful  and  its  material  of  the  sort  that 
sends  young  people  into  ecstatics.  The 
presence  of  Harry  James,  who  is  given 
ample  opportunity  to  send  out  with  solid 
jive,  is  enough  to  assure  the  success  of  the 
production.  Everything  else  about  this 
film   is  so  much   added  gravy. 

"Best  Foot  Forward"  represents  sheeer  un- 
diluted fun  from  first  to  last.  It  has  been 
dispensed  at  a  furious  and  never-lagging 
pace.  Youthful  talent  has  rarely  been  shown 
to  finer  advantage  than  in  this  gilt-edge 
piece  of  entertainment. 

Nancy  Walker  proves  most  adept  at  the 
scene  stealing,  making  a  terrific  impression 
as  a  comedienne.  Not  far  behind  is  Tommy 
Dix,  who  has  the  leading  juvenile  role  and 
makes  the  most  of  the  golden  chance  given 
him  in  the  production  to  display  his  adoles- 
cent wares.  Virginia  Weidler,  the  best 
known  of  the  young  members  of  the  cast, 
has  a  limited1  role. 

The  picture  is  full  of  laughs  and  music 
and  the  brash  doings  of  youth.  The  story, 
built  along  farcical  lines,  is  all  about  a 
prom  dance  at  a  military  academy.  The  ex- 
citement is  provided  when  Miss  Ball,  playing 
herself,  accepts  the  invitation  of  one  of  the 
boys  to  be  his  partner. 

The  film  has  a  honey  of  a  cast.  Beside 
those  already  mentioned  other  young  mem- 
bers of  the  cast  who  merit  attention  are 
Gloria  DeHaven,  Kenny  Bowers,  Jack  Jor- 
dan, June  Allyson. 

Edward  Buzzell  has  extended  himself  in 
the  direction  of  the  film.  He  has  made 
"Best  Foot  Forward"  extremely  lively  en- 
tertainment. Arthur  Freed  produced  in 
a  lavish  manner.  Irving  Brecher  and  Fred 
Finklehoffe  did  the  film  version  of  the 
George  Abbott  stage  attraction.  Theirs 
proved  a  happy  collaboration.  The  pleasant 
tunes  of  Hugh  Martin  and  Ralph  Blane 
have  been  retained.  The  color  photography 
of  Leonard  Smith  is  something  extra-spe- 
cial. 

CAST:  Lucille  Ball,  William  Gaxton,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler,  Tommy  Dix,  Nancy  Walker, 
Gloria  DeHaven,  Kenny  Bowers,  June  Ally- 
son,  Jack  Jordan,  Beverly  Tyler,  Chill  Wills, 
Henry  O'Neill,  Donald  McBride,  Sara  Haden, 
Harry   James   and   His   Music    Makers. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Arthur  Freed;  Di- 
rector, Edward  Buzzell;  Screenplay,  Irving 
Brecher,  Fred  Finklehoffe;  Book  by  John 
Cecil  Holm;  Songs,  Hugh  Martin,  Ralph 
Blane;  Cameraman,  Leonard  Smith;  Musical 
Director,  Lennie  Hayton;  Dance  Director, 
Charles  Walters;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Film  Editor,  Blanche  Sewell. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Editor,  David  Weisbart;  Art  Director,  Carl 
Jules  Weyl;  Musical  Score,  Erich  Wolfgang 
Korngold;  Musical  Director,  Leo  F.  Forb- 
stein. 

DIRECTION,    Aces.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


End  of  OWI  Film's 
Bur.  Recommended 
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for  the  news  bureau,  the  radio  bu- 1 
reau,  the  office  of  the  program  co- 
ordination, the  special  service  divis- 
ion   and   the   office   of  the   director.  | 
Dropping  of  the  pix  bureau,  the   ' 
lications   section   and  the  field  \ 
vice   was   recommended   to  the   full 
Senate. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
only  three  media  men  who  testified 
before  the  Senate  committee  consid- ; 
ering  the  bill  Saturday  were  all  pri- 
marily interested  in  the  radio  bureau, 
No  representative  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  was  on  hand  to  testify, 
even  though  the  industry  has  pledged 
itself  as  solidly  behind  the  Melletl . 
office. 

The   Senators  will  be   asked  also  i 
to    vote    $27,000,000    for    the    OWlj 
overseas    operations — a    substantia;  i 
rise  from   the   $22,500,000  voted  b>  j 
the  House.    It  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  some  effort  on  the  floor  to- 
day to  have  the  motion  picture  bu- 
reau   restored,   but   most   observers  i 
agree  that  the  action  of  the  commit-  \ 
tee  seals  the  fate  of  the  bureau. 


Detroit  Police,  Exhibs. 
To  Combat  Hoodlumism 


Detroit — Conference  between  lead- 
ing Detroit  exhibitors  and  Police 
Commissioner  Witherspoon  resultec 
in  the  formulation  of  a  series  oJ 
measures  to  be  taken  on  either  side 
to  curb  juvenile  hoodlumism.  Meas- 
ures decided  upon  were: 

1.  Four  detectives  were  assignee 
to  the  Police  Juvenile  Division  anc 
additional  police  women  instructec 
to  seek  more  thorough  enforcemen' 
of  present  curfew  ordinances,  bj 
clearing  youngsters  out  of  th< 
houses  at  curfew  hours — 7  p.m.  foi 
10  year  olds,  and  10:30  p.m.  for  1( 
year  olds,  unless  accompanied  by  ar 
adult. 

2.  Appeal    to    the    public    not    t< 
take  youngsters  into  a  theater  witlj 
them   unless   there   is   a   "bona   fidii  £ 
relation." 

3.  Check  by  exhibitors  of  patron; 
bringing  in  children  to  determim 
whether  such  relationship   existed. 

4.  Use  of  screen  warnings  by  ex 
hibitors  to  seek  enforcement. 

Witherspoon  revealed  that  i 
considerable  volume  of  purse  snatch 
ing  in  theaters  by  juveniles  has  beei 
reported,  in  addition  to  the  van 
dalism  previously  complained  of  b; 
exhibitors. 


BACK  IN  CIVVIES 

Honorably  Discharged 


MOE   FREEMAN,   former  N.  Y.  branch  managsfle 
for  Ross  Federal  Service,  from   the   USAAI 

FRANK    MACK,    from    the    Army,    to    doormai 
Ace,  Wilmington,  Del. 

HARRY  DRESSLER,  from  USMC  to  head  shippe 
20th-Fox  branch,   Philadelphia. 
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Theater  Business 
Down  in  England 


(Continued  from  Page    1) 

month's  stay  here  and  in  Hollywood. 

Exact  reason  for  the  slump  in  at- 
tendance has  not  been  fully  deter- 
mined, but  Rose  said  the  avalanche 
o*  war  pictures  might  have  some- 
i  ;  to  do  with  it.  The  British  peo- 
p«.  are  closer  to  the  war  and  there- 
fore prefer  the  escapist  type  of  pic- 
tures, he  said.  Pictures  like  "Star 
Spangled  Rhythm,"  "Holiday  Inn" 
and  broad  comedy  of  the  Abbott  and 
Costello  variety  draw  the  biggest 
patronage.  Many  of  the  war  pic- 
tures, he  added,  were  not  based  on 
facts  and  were  more  quickly  de- 
tected by  the  British  people. 

Paramount  is  preparing  two  pic- 
tures for  production,  "Signed  With 
Their  Honor"  and  "The  Admirable 
Crichton."  Lack  of  studio  space  of- 
fers the  greatest  difficulties  in  mak- 
ing pictures,  most  of  the  lots  hav- 
ing been  taken  over  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Rose  leaves  for  Hollywood  on  Fri- 
day. 


1 
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Mead  Sees  Improvement 
In  Fuel  Oil  in  East  by  Feb. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Vast  improvement  in 
the  Eastern  petroleum  situation  by 
next  February  was  predicted  yes- 
terday by  Senator  James  Mead  of 
New  York.  His  prediction  was  based 
upon  testimony  offered  this  week 
before  the  Senate  small  business 
committee  by  ODT  director,  Joseph 
B.    Eastman. 

It  came  almost  simultaneously 
with  yesterday's  announcement  from 
the  office  of  the  rubber  director  that 
A  card  holders  will  not  be  eligible 
for  new  tires.  Both  pipeline  and 
rail  deliveries  are  coming  along  so 
well,  said  Mead,  that  "the  situa- 
tion looks  much  more  more  favor- 
able for  the  coming  Winter.  Indeed, 
we  may  expect  with  confidence  that 
all  essential  needs  will  be  met." 


Evergreen  Opening  New 
War  Center  Pix  Theater 


Vancouver,   Wash.  ■ —   To   further 

M  more  adequately  meet  the  amusement 

W  requirements  of  war  workers  in  this 

area,  Evergreen  will  open  the  Hus- 

a:  (son  House  Theater. 

New  war  center  725-seater  will  foe 
-\  supervised  by  James  Sterling,  for- 
i|  mer  assistant  manager  of  the  Music 
l|  House  in  Portland,  and  also  for- 
merly manager  of  four  Army  the- 
aters  at  Paso   Robles,   Cal. 

House  will  have  a  swing-shift 
program  Fridays.  Policy  calls  for 
'our  changes  weekly,  day  and  date 
.vith   Vancouver  theaters. 
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.j,  Reopens  with  16  mm.  Equipment 

Carlisle,  Ind. — Harry  Way  has 
eopened  the  Carlisle  (formerly 
^yric)  with  16  mm.  equipment. 


HOLLYWOOD  DIGEST 


SIGNED 

JACK  HALEY,  two  musicals,  Paramount. 
WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  M-C-M. 
HERBERT   MARSHALL,   three   pictures,    M-C-M. 
DORIS   DOWLING,   termer,    David  0.  Selznick. 
H.    ALLEN    SMITH,    Victor    Moore-William    Ben- 

dix  screenplay.   Paramount. 
LUCILLE   CASEY,    M-C-M. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

WALTER   MOROSCO,   producer,  "Stranger  on  the 

Highway,"    20th-Fox. 
JEFFREY    BERNARD,    producer,    "Where   Are    My 

Children?,"    Monogram. 
FRANK  BORZAGE,  director,  "All  My  Love,  Joe," 

Universal. 
JOHN   STAHL,  director,   "The   Eve  of  St.   Mark," 

20th-Fox. 
IRVING     CUMMINCS,     director,     "Moment     for 

Music,"    20th-Fox. 
RAY  SHROCK,  screenplay,  "Forgotten  Children," 

Alexander   Stern-PRC. 
FRANK  GRUBER,   screenplay,   "Coffin  for  Dimit- 

rios,"   Warners. 
ROBERT  BUCKNER,  producer,  "Uncertain  Clory," 

"Tower    of    Strength,"    "Ceorge,    the    Devil 

and  Rosie,"  Warners. 
HARRY  CAREY,   to  play   U.   S.  Ambassador   Dodd 

in    "Through    Different    Eyes,"    20th-Fox. 
LAIRD     CREGAR,     to     play     Marshal     Hermann 

Goering   in  "Through   Different   Eyes,"  20fh- 

fox. 

• 

CASTINGS 

JACK  HALEY  and  MARY  BETH  HUGHES, 
"Rhythm  Range"  and  "The  Duchess  Rides  High," 
Pine-Thomas,  Paramount;  VINCENT  PRICE, 
"Stranger  on  the  Highway,"  20th-Fox;  IRENE 
DUNNE,  "Road  to  Yesterday,"  Columbia;  WAL- 
TER ABEL,  "Standing  Room  Only,"  Paramount; 
CEORGE  RAFT,  "All  My  Love,  Joe,"  Universal; 
DAN    DURYEA,    "Ministry   of   Fear,"    Paramount. 

HERBERT  MARSHALL,  "The  Picture  of  Dorian 
Cray,"  M-C-M;  ANN  SHERIDAN,  DENNIS 
MORCAN  and  JACK  CARSON,  "The  Cay  Ladies," 
Warners;  OLIVER  THORNDIKE,  "The  Story  of 
Dr.  Wassell,"  Paramount;  LENORE  AUBERT, 
"Up  in  Arms,"  Samuel  Goldwyn;  WILLIAM 
DEMAREST,  "Hail  the  Conquering  Hero,"  Para- 
mount;  PHIL   FILBERS,   "Cover  Cirl,"  Columbia; 


Move  to  Solve  Pa.'s 
Operator  Shortage 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  which 
held  discussions  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industry  and  the 
union.  The  move  was  necessitated 
by  the  shortage  of  projectionists  and 
apprentices,  especially  in  the  smal- 
ler towns. 

Formerly  an  apprentice  had  to  be 
18  years  old  to  receive  a  license,  but 
under  the  new  rules  he  will  be  elig- 
ible at  17  years.  The  new  regulation 
will  permit  an  applicant  to  receive 
a  projectionist's  license  after  he  has 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  at  least 
six  months  or  300  hours  in  not  less 
than  three  months.  Previously,  ap- 
prenticeships were  required  for  six 
months. 

The  change  in  regulations  will  not 
apply  in  Philadelphia,  '  Pittsburgh 
and   Scranton. 


Heads  Hungarian-Amer.  Council 

Chicago — Bela  Lugosi,  Hollywood 
actor,  was  named  president  of  the 
nationally  organized  Hungarian- 
American  Council  for  Democracy. 
The  group  demands  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  axis. 


JOSEPH  COTTEN,  "Since  You  Went  Away," 
David  0.  Selznick;  JIMMY  LYDON,  "Caribbean 
Cruise,"  Paramount;  FLORENCE  BATES,  WAL- 
TER CATLETT,  ROBIN  RAYMOND,  ANDREW 
TOMBES  and  IRIS  ADRIAN,  "His  Butler's  Sis- 
ter," Universal;  RICHARD  ARLEN  and  MARY 
BETH  HUGHES,  "Timber  Queen,"  Pine-Thomas, 
Paramount;  CLAIRE  McDOWELL,  HERBERT 
HEWES,  WHEELER  OAKMAN,  FRED  TOWNS, 
JOHNNY  DUNCAN  and  ROD  RODGERS,  "Teen 
Age,"  Continental;  TERESA  WRIGHT,  "Bid  For 
Happiness."  Samuel  Goldwyn;  MICHAEL  O'SHEA, 
"The  Life  of  Jack  London,"  Samuel  Bronston- 
UA;  HATTIE  McDANIEL,  "Since  You  Went 
Away,"  David  O.  Selznick;  ROBERT  STANFORD, 
"Cover  Cirl,"  Columbia;  VI  ATHENS,  "Most 
Husbands  Are  Married"  (short),  Columbia;  WIL- 
LIAM  DEMAREST,   "Hail   the  Conquering  Hero," 

STORY  PURCHASES 

ALAN      BOSWORTH'S     "Wherever     the     Crass 

Grows,"  Harry  Sherman. 
SAMUEL    TAYLOR'S    "Hank   Johnson's    Brother," 

Harry   Sherman. 
ELEANOR     GRIFFITH'S     "Crocus     Hill,"     Harry 

Sherman. 

TITLE  SWITCHES 

"The  Cay  Ladies,"  formerly,  "The  Gay  Nineties," 

Warners. 
"The  Warning,"  formerly,  "Ex-Racketeer,"  PRC. 

SCHEDULED 

"The    Picture    of    Dorian    Gray,"    story,    OSCAR 

WILDE;    producer,     PANDRO    S.     BERMAN; 

Director,   ALBERT   LEWIS,    M-C-M. 
"Rhythm     Ranch,"     producer-writers,     WILLIAM 

PINE    and    WILLIAM   THOMAS,    Paramount. 
"Bid      for      Happiness,"      radio      dramatization, 

THERESA    LEWIS    and    LOTA    KRIENDLER; 

adaptation,    ELICK   MOLL,   Samuel   Goldwyn. 


WAR  SERVICE 

. . .  on  the  Film  Front 


Boston — Famed  War  Stamp  and  Bond 
booth  operated  last  year  on  Boston  Com- 
mon by  local  film  public  relations  men  will 
be  reopened  on  July  1  in  connection  with 
the  drive  to  raise  $130,000,000  for  the 
building  of  the  new  aircraft  carrier  "Shangri- 
La."  Last  year  more  than  $3,000,000  worth 
of  Bonds  and  Stamps  were  sold  at  the 
booth  which  will  be  enlarged  and  augmented 
with  daily  entertainment  features  for  this 
year's   drive. 

—  •  — 

Portland,  Ore. — This  city's  leading  the- 
aters this  week  will  be  the  depositories  for 
excess  timepieces,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Oregon  Jewelers'  Association  drive  to  pro- 
vide the  Soviet  Army  with  sufficient  watches. 


"Bid  for  Happiness" 
Next  for  Teresa  Wright 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  an- 
nounced that  Teresa  Wright  will 
make  her  return  to  pictures  in  "Bid 
for  Happiness,"  based  on  a  Helen 
Hayes  radio  vehicle. 

Goldwyn  has  put  "Bid  for  Hap- 
piness" on  his  schedule  for  produc- 
tion next  Fall. 
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LETTERS 


Nashville,  Tenn. 
June  29,  1943. 
Editor,  The  Film   Daily, 

Re  Crescent  anti-trust  suit.  Dis- 
patch from  Nashville  published  in 
your  issue  June  24  misquotes  me. 
I  made  no  statement  concerning 
pleas  of  "three  corporations"  or  to 
the  effect  that  the  decree  concerning 
Muscle  Shoals  had  any  bearing  what- 
soever on  any  client  we  represent.  I 
expressed  no  opinion  as  to  what  ac- 
tion Judge  Davies  might  possibly 
take  in  connection  with  any  inter- 
vening petitions  or  motions  to  in- 
tervene  filed   by    individuals. 

George  H.  Armistead,  Jr. 


High  Food  Costs  Hurting 
Movies — Rep.  Barry  to  FDR 

{Continued  from  Page    1) 

B.  Barry,  New  York  Democrat.  "If 
they  go  to  movies  they  won't  be  able 
to  eat,"   said  Barry. 

In  a  letter  sent  President  Roose- 
velt yesterday,  Barry  quoted  Depart- 
ment  of  Labor  figures  to  show  that 
food  costs  in  56  cities  increased  46.2 
per  cent  between  January,  1941,  and 
May  of  this  year.  Although  organ- 
ized labor  has  won  wage  increases 
during  that  period  approximately 
15  per  cent,  he  said,  "the  great  un- 
organized white  collared  class  of 
Americans  during  that  time  has  re- 
ceived on  the  whole  much  less  than 
a  15  per  cent  salary  increase,  in  fact, 
millions  have  received  no  increase 
at  all." 

Theater  box-offices  have  already 
suffei'ed,   Barry   said. 


"Buy  to  Retain  a  Profit," 
Iowa-Neb.  Exhibitors  Told 


Eldora,  la.  —  A  recommendation 
that  the  individual  exhib.  provide  his 
own  solution  to  the  film  rental  situa- 
tion by  analyzing  his  operation,  de- 
termining his  overhead  "and  then 
buy  so  he  can  retain  a  profit,  only 
from  those  companies  who  will  sell 
and  treat  him  right"  highlights  a 
bulletin  just  released  by  Prexy  Leo 
F.  Wolcott  of  the  Allied-Indepen- 
dent Theater  Owners  of  Iowa-Ne- 
braska, Inc. 

"There  are  still  such  companies," 
says  Wolcott,  adding,  "Those  who'll 
go  for  tough  deals  to  get  pictures 
ahead  of  his  neighbor  is  just  cutting 
his  own  throat." 

"If  there's  any  such  thing  as  a 
market  in  the  picture  business  it's 
not  a  buyer's  market,  that's  sure," 
he  continues.  "Result,  today  over- 
selling is  the  rule,  not  the  exception, 
which  is  certainly  not  in  step  with 
the  economic  policy  of  the  nation." 

Wolcott  also  charges  that  the  small 
towns  are  getting  "fed  up"  with 
war  films.  He  said  the  customers 
have  been  walking  out  on  war  pic- 
tures at  his  house  in  Eldora. 


FTC  Order  Hits  Ad  Fix  Firms 

Exclusive  Deals  with  Theaters  Under  Ban 


(Continued  f 

trol  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the 
production  and  distribution  of  adver- 
tising trailers — are  Motion  Picture 
Advertising  Service,  New  Orleans, 
United  Film  Ad  Service,  Kansas 
City,  Ray-Bell  Films,  St.  Paul,  Alex- 
ander Film  Co.,  Colorado  Springs, 
and  the  A.  V.  Cauger,  Independence, 
Mo.  These  companies  comprise  the 
Association  of  Advertising  Film 
Companies. 

The  booking  agencies  are  Screen 
Broadcast  Corp.,  New  York,  and 
General  Screen  Advertising,  Chi- 
cago. The  individuals  against  whom 
the  order  is  directed  are  Albert  E. 
Fair,  Screen  Broadcast  head,  J.  D. 
Alexander,  president  of  Alexander 
Film  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
General  Screen  Advertising,  and  C. 
J.  Mabry,  Motion  Picture  Advertis- 
ing Service  vice-president. 

Exclusive  contracts  with  exhibi- 
tors for  the  showing  of  advertising 
films  '  are  ruled  out  by  the  order. 
Thousands  of  these  are  believed  to 
have  been  signed  throughout  the 
country.  The  order  also  specifically 
prohibits: 

1.  Fixing-  or  maintaining'  screening'  or  dis- 
play rates  to  be  charged  national  advertis- 
ers, or  rates,  commissions  or  other  com- 
pensation  to  be  paid  booking'   agencies. 

2.  Entering  into,  continuing  or  carrying' 
out  any  agreements  with  the  respondent  book- 
ing' agencies  whereby  the  distributors  agree 
not  to  accept  national  film  advertising:  from 
any  other  source  than  such  booking-  ag'encies 
in  any  designated  territory,  or  whereby  either 
of  the  booking  agencies  agrees  to  sell  film 
advertising  to  national  advertisers  for  screen- 


corn  Page   1) 

ing  in  theaters  under  contract  with  the  re- 
spondent distributors  according  to  screening 
or  display  rates  co-operatively  fixed  and 
listed  with  such  booking  agencies  by  the  re- 
spective   distributors. 

3.  Furnishing  to  either  of  the  respondent 
booking  agencies  a  list  of  theaters  under 
contract  with  the  distributors  for  classifica- 
tion by  the  booking  agencies  according  to 
their  size,  circulation  or  weekly  attendance, 
for  the  purpose  or  with  the  effect  of  de- 
termining display  rates  or  charges  to  adver- 
tisers. 

4.  Declining  to  accept  or  release  any  film 
for  a  national  advertising  account  unless  it 
is  booked  through  one  of  the  respondent 
agencies. 

5.  Observing  any  rate  card  issued  by  a 
booking  agency  for  computing  the  screening 
or  display  rate  or  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion due   each  distributor  or   theater. 

6.  Adopting  standard  rates  of  compensa- 
tion for  use  in  dealing  with  national  adver- 
tisers in  connection  with  co-operative  adver- 
tising programs. 

7.  Adopting  or  observing,  in  dealing  with 
advertisers  or  theaters,  rate  books  or  similar 
devices  issued  by  the  respondent  trade  asso- 
ciation  or   by    any   booking   agency. 

The  order  further  directs  the  respondent 
distributors  and  the  respondent  booking 
ag'encies  and  their  officers  and  agents  to 
cease  and  desist  from  entering  into  or  carry- 
ing out  any  agreement  whereby  the  distribu- 
tors agree  not  to  accept  national  film  adver- 
tising from  any  source  other  than  the  book- 
ing agencies,  or  whereby  the  booking  agen- 
cies or  the  individual  respondents,  Albert  E. 
Fair '  and  J.  D.  Alexander,  agree  to  sell  na- 
tional  film  advertising  for  screening  in  the- 
aters under  contract  with  the  distributors 
according  to  screening  or  display  charges 
co-operatively  fixed  by  the  respondent  dis- 
tributors. 

FTC  found  that  the  respondent  corpora- 
tions have  conspired  since  1933,  and  par- 
ticularly since  1937,  to  fix  rates  charged 
to  advertisers  and  booking  agencies  and  the 
terms  under  which  the  films  are  to  be  shown 
in   theaters. 


$10,000,000  Gross  Seen 
By  Wallis  for  "Army" 


(Continued  pom   Page    1) 

price  gala  affair,  with  probably  a 
$25  top,  it  was  learned  yesterday 
with  the  arrival  from  the  Coast  of 
Hal  B.  Wallis,  who  co-produced  the 
picture  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  and 
Michael  Curtiz,  the  director,  and 
Berlin.  Proceeds  of  the  benefit  open- 
ing, like  all  other  profits  from  the 
film,  will  go  to  the  Army  Emergency 
Reief  Fund. 

Wallis  said  on  arrival  at  Grand 
Central  that  he  estimated  the  pic- 
ture would  gross  around  $10,000,000. 
The  only  charge  against  the  gross 
will  be  a  nominal  distribution  ex- 
pense, with  the  Army  fund  getting 
the  big  bulk  of  the  intake. 

To  carry  out  the  extensive  cam- 
paign for  "This  is  the  Army,"  it  is 
expected  that  the  War  Department 
will  assign  additional  men  in  uni- 
form to  work  with  the  public  rela- 
tions group  now  functioning  with 
Mort  Blumenstock's  department  at 
the  Warner  home  office.  This  group 
now  includes  Sgt.  Ben  Washer,  Sgt. 
Nathan  Schenker,  Pfc.  Max  Gendel 
and   Pfc.   Alfred   Palca. 


Warner  Circuit  Ad  Men  Meet 

Here  on  "Army"  Premieres 

Warner  Circuit  zone  advertising 
men  will  meet  today  in  the  office  of 
Harry  Goldberg,  director  of  adver- 
tising and   publicity,  to  discuss   the 


"Best  Foot  Forward' 
Does  That  At  Astor 


Metro's  "Best  Foot  Forward" 
played  to  SRO  throughout  the  day 
in  its  world  premiere  at  the  Astor 
theater  yesterday.  House  manage- 
ment indicated  late  in  the  day  that 
initial  figures  would  equal  those  of 
"For  Me  and  My  Gal"  and  "The 
Human  Comedy." 


Duals  for  Providence  Met. 

Providence — Metropolitan  here  has 
dropped  its  vaudeville-film  week-end 
bookings  for  the  Summer.  House 
will  try  double  features. 


36  premieres  of  "This  is  the  Army" 
scheduled  for  Warner  houses  im- 
mediately following  the  Broadway 
premiere. 

Participating  in  the  discussions 
will  be  Joseph  Bernhard,  general 
manager  of  the  theaters;  Ben  Kal- 
menson,  sales  head;  Harry  M.  Kal- 
mine,  assistant  general  manager; 
More  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of 
Warners  advertising  and  publicity 
in  the  East,  and  Col.  Charles  John- 
son, U.  S.  Army. 

Zone  advertising  men  present  will 
include  J.  Knox  Strachan,  Cleve- 
land; Dan  Finn,  New  Haven;  Rob- 
ert Paskow,  Newark;  Charles  Smak- 
witz,  Albany;  Irving  Blumberg, 
Philadelphia;  Jimmie  Totman,  Pitts- 
burgh; Frank  LaFalce,  Washington 
and    Marcel    Brazee,    Milwaukee. 


Metro's  12  Shooting 
Tops  Coast  Activity 
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with  12  shooting,  is  the  most  activ< 
The  check-up: 

At  Columbia:  Three  shooting,  in 
eluding  "Footlight  Glamor,"  corned} 
featuring  Penny  Singleton  and 
thur  Lake,  with  Irving  Bacon, 
Savage,  Jonathan  Hale,  Grace  H 
Rafael  Storm  and  Thurston  Hal 
Frank  Strayer  producing  and  di 
recting. 

At  M-G-M:  Twelve  shooting,  includin 
"See  Here,  Private  Hargrove,"  adapted  frai 
the  best-seller  by  Marion  Hargrove,  featui 
ing  Robert  Walker,  with  Danna  Reed,  Chi 
Wills,  Ray  Collins,  Keenan  Wynn,  Bill  Phi 
lips,  George  Offerman,  Jr.  George  Heigh 
producing  and  Wesley  Ruggles   directing. 

At  Monogram:  Four  shooting,  includin 
"Nearly  Eighteen,"  musical  starring  Gal 
Storm,  with  Rick  Valin  and  Bill  Henrj 
Lindsley  Parsons  production  with  Arthu 
Dreifuss  directing:  and  "Blazing  Guns. 
Western,  with  Hoot  Gibson,  Ken  Maynar 
and  Betty  Miles.  Robert  Emmett  directin 
for    producer   Robert    Tansey. 

At   Paramount:    Pour   shooting. 

At   PRC:    One   shooting. 

At  RKO-Radio:  Five  shooting,  plus  tw 
from    Samuel   Goldwyn. 

At  Republic:  Four  shooting,  includin 
"Beyond  the  Last  Frontier,"  first  of  th 
John  Paul  Revere  series  with  Lou  Gra 
producing  and  Howard  Bretherton  directing 
"In  Old  Oklahoma,"starring  John  Wayn 
and  Martha  Scott,  with  Al  Rogell  directin 
for  producer  Robert  North;  and,  "A  Serear 
In  the  Night,"  mystery  drama,  with  Georg 
Sherman    producing   and    directing. 

At    20th    Century-Fox:    Five    shooting. 

At  Universal:  Eight  shooting,  includin 
"His  Butlers  Sister,"  starring  Deanna  Durbii: 
with  Pat  O'Brien,  Franchot  Tone,  Evely) 
Ankers,  Walter  Catlett,  Akim  Tamiroff  an 
Sig  Arno.  Felix  Jackson  producing,  wit! 
Frank  Shaw,  the  associate  producer,  an> 
Frank   Borzage   directing. 

At  Warners:  Five  shooting. 

Continental  Pictures:  "Teen  Age,"  fo 
state  rights  market,  with  Sylvia  and  Bett. 
Stanton  in  the  leads,  Rob  Luby  directin 
and  K.   D.   Kendis  producing. 


SPG  and  Five  Majors  to 
Arbitrate  Pay  Increase 

(Continued  from  Page    1) 

on  negotiations  on  behalf  of  all  it: 
members.  The  move  to  arbitral 
the  matter  was  agreed  upon  by  botl 
sides  under  the  terms  of  existing 
contracts  between  the  guild  and  th< 
employers  involved. 

The  five  film  companies  are  Para 
mount  Pictures,  RKO  Radio  Pictures 
M-G-M,  Universal  Pictures  and  Co 
lumbia  Pictures,  the  circuits  bein 
Loew's    and    RKO. 

Arbitration  proceedings  will  stai 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  : 
was  said. 

Arbitration  will  be  conducted  bj 
a  board  of  three  on  behalf  of  al 
companies  now  negotiating  with  ths 
SPG,  except  United  Artists  anc 
20th-Fox,  neither  of  which  has  ar 
arbitration  clause  in  its  contrad 
with  the  guild. 


Rites  Held  for  Ruby  Elzy 

Corinth,  Miss. — Funeral  service; 
for  Ruby  Elzy.  33,  Negro  concerl 
and  stage  singer  who  appeared  ii: 
several  motion  pictures,  were  held 
yesterday  at  the  home  of  her  mother 
She  died  Saturday  in  Detroit.  Be- 
sides her  mother,  survivors  include 
her  father,  her  husband,  Jack  Can- 
two  sisters  and  a  brother. 
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